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pat,  and  agrttd  to. 
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After  debate,  Origiau  Quettion  put,  and  agntd  to. 
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After  abort  debate,  BiU  to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow. 

Parliamentary  XUeotlona  (Betumlng  OfiLo«ra)  Bill  [KU  99]— 
Bill  eontidtrtd  in  Committee  [PlvsrMt  Utk  Afy}  ..  . .      I9S 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  Bill  reporUd ;  as  amended,  to  be  oooti- 
dered  npon  Wtdnuday,  and  to  be  prinUd    [Bill  2$1.'] 

Evidence  by  CommiMlon  BUI  [Bill  338]— 
Oidra  for  Committee  read  ,,  307 

After  abort  debate,  Bill  wntiitroS  in  Ooounittee,  and  rtporlti,  without 
Amendment ;  read  the  third  time,  and  jw*Mi. 

Zjonacy  Acts  Amendment  BUI  [Bill  244]— 
Order  for  Second  Beading  read  . .  . .  . ,     SOB 

After  short  debate,  Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  oomMitUd  tor  Th-mortw. 

Sea  Tisheries  (Scotland)  Amendment  BUI  IZtrdi]  [Bill  250]— 
Order  for  Second  Beading  read  . .  , .     308 

After  abort  debate,  Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  eammxtltd  tat  To^wuhtou). 

Patent  Law  Amendment  BUI  [Bill  340]— 
Bill  Miuiibr*il  in  Committee    ..  ..     310 

After  short  time  spent  therein,  Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again 
To-wtorrow. 

FreTention  of  Grimes  Amendment  BUI  \_Lordi\  [Bill  93]— 
Order  for  Committee  read : — Moved,  "  That  Hr.  Speaker  do  now  leare  the 
Chair,"  -(Jfr.  TmlimoH)     ..  ..  . .     210 

Mmd,  "  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjonmed," — {Mr.  Soptoood:) — After 
short  debate,  Qaestion  pnt,  and  afroti  U : — Debate  adfow*»d  till 
To-morrou.  ^_^_^ 

Navt  abd  Army  ExpEKDiruBE,  IB83-4. 

Committee  to  coniider  the  SaTinse  and  Defidendet  npon  the  Grant*  for  Hary  and 
Army  Serrioee  in  the  year  ended  on  the  31st  iaj  of  March  1S84,  and  the 
temporary  nncUon  obtained  from  the  Treaiory  by  Uu  Navy  and  Anny  Depart' 
mentsto  Bxpanditarenot^roTidedfoTin  theOiantafor  that  year,  Ib-marTow. 
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qaeas  of  Lothian ;  Eeply,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Vis- 
count Bury)    ...  ..  ..  ..  ..     212 

EoTPT  (Finasoe) — Thb  Iktehnationai.  Guaraktkkd  Loan  of  £9,000,000 — 
Queetion,  Obseiratioiis,  Eail  GrauTille ;  Beply,  The  Varquess  of  Salis- 
bniy  ..  .,  ..  ..213 

GianW  Cauitwag,  Portruik,  and  Btuh  VaUty  Raihcay  and  Ti-amwagt  BiU — 
Adjoomed  Debate  on  the  Motion  for  the  Third  Beading  rnumed  (accord- 
ing to  order)  ..  ,.  ,.  ..     213 
Bill  read  3'  accordingly. 

Mav^d,  "  That  bo  mnch  of  Standing  Order  No.  116  as  reqnireg  the  iosertdon  in  Uie  Bill 
of  proTiaionB  forfeiting  in   certain    contineenciea   to   the  Otown  money  dopowted 
unaer  the  Standing  Oiden,  be  dtapanied  with," — {l%t  Lord  Vtnlry.) 
Motion  agntd  to  .-—BiU  pautd,  and  sent  to  the  Oommons. 

Medical  Belief  DisacAUFioATioN  Behotal  Bill — Question,  ObaerrationB, 

Earl  GrasTille :— Short  debate  thereon     . .  . .  . .     2H 

Women's  Suffirage  Bill  (Ko.  27}— 
Xwei,  "  That  the  Bill  be  nav  read  2>,"— (2^  Lord  Dnman)  . .     21S 

After  short  debate,  a  Queatioa  being  stated  thereupon,  the  Question  was 

put  WbeUier  the  said  Question  shall  be  now  put  ?   Bttolvtd  in  the 

tugativt. 

Hedloal  Belief  DlBqualiilcatlon  Bemoval  Bill  (No.  207)— 
Movtd,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2',"— (Z^Bir/  o/JKiUtcwn)  . .    21T 

After  debate,  Motion  agrud  to : — Bill  read  2*  accordingly,  and  eaatmitled 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  T^uridag  next. 

Blver  Thames  (So.  2)  Bill  (No.  Ul)- 
JfoMf,  "  That  the  House  do  now  resolye  itself  into  Committee," — (7X# 

Lord  Mouni-TMi^Ie)  ..  ..    335 

After  short  debate,  Motion  ogrtod  to : — House  in  Committee  accordingly. 
Amendments  made ;  the  Beport  thereof  to  be  reoeired  on  2%widtig  next ; 
and  Bill  to  he  pn'n''i2  as  amended  (No.  218.) 

Law  ahd  Pouoe — The  Ihterkatioral  Club — Question,  Observations,  The 

Earl  of  Wemyss;  Beply,  The  Paymaster  General  (Earl  Beauohamp)  . .     236 

[8.15.] 

COMMONS,  TUESDAY,  JULY  28. 

PRIVATE   SU8INB88. 

SoHtkwark  mtd  Ftmxhall  WaUr  BiU  {Lerd»'\  (hg  Ordor)— 
Mov4d,  "That  the  Order  for  the  Second  Beading  be  read  and   dis- 
charged,"—(  Celontl  Makiiu)  ..  . .    238 
After  short  debate,  Question  put,  and  agretd  to : — Bill  uitMrtMH. 

QUESTIONS. 

BoTPT — Mission  of  Sib  H.  Deuiqionp  Wolff— Questdona,  Mr.  MlJarsn, 

Mr.  Labouohere  ;  Answers,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exeheqner  . .     241 

Paxliambnt— BosiNEss  OF  THE  HoosE— Ukitsbsitibs  (Sootlahd)  Btu. — 

Question,  Mr.  Webster ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home        , 
Department  (Sir  B.  Assheton  Cross),  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer>0^lC 
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Thb  Botal  Unitebsitx  of  Irblanc— Exauinatioks— Queetion,  Mr.  Justin 
U'Carth; ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Seoretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  W.  Hart 
Dyke)  ..  ..  ..244 

PooE  Law  (Ireland)— Battfet  Union — Queatinn,  Mr.  Deasy;  Answer,  The 

Chief  Sooretaty  for  Ireland  (Sir  W.  Hart  Dyie)  . .  . .     S16 

Pabuahekt— HodsbopCouuoks— OPFioEKBOFTais  House — The  Serjeant 
AMD  Dbpott  Sebjbaht — Question,  Sir  Bobert  Fowler;  Answer,  The 
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Fakuam  ENTABT  Elections — Heoisteation  of  ToiBBa — Aixsokd  Mibcondoot 
OF  OvsRSEEaa — Question,  Mr.  Thorold  Sogers  ;  Answer,  The  President 
of  the  Local  OoTemment  Board  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  246 

PooE  Law  (England  and  Wales) — Conway  Union — Mr.  Davies,  Mbdioal 
Officbs— Question,  Mr.  Thorold  Eogere;  Answer,  The  PraaidBnt  of 
the  Local  GiirerameDt  Board  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  . .  . ,     246 

Post   Office  (Ireland)— The  Dublin    Sostino   Office — Question,    Mr. 

Sexton  ;  Answer,  The  Postmaster  General  (Lord  John  Manners)         , ,     247 

CoBTAQiona  Diseases  (Anihai.s)  Acts — Swinb  Feveb— Order  in  Council 
for  GoiiPULBoRT  Slattohteb— Question,  Mr.  Clare  Bead;  Answer, 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  (Mr.  Chaplin)  . .     248 

Smsstabt  foe  Scotland  Bill— Question,  Sir  George  Campbell ;  Answer, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  . .  . .  . .     248 

H.M.  Stationery  Office — Contracts  for  Oovernuent  Printiho — Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Bylands  ;  Answer,  The  Seoretary  to  the  Treasury  (Sir  Henry 
Holland)        ..  ..  ..249 

Law  and  Police — Use  of  Bicycles  on  PuBLto  Boads — Fcriohs  Deitino — 
Question,  Mr.  Hioks ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  (Sir  B.  Assheton  Cross)  249 

Trade  and  Cohkerce — The  United  States  and  the  British  West  Indies 
— Question,  Sir  Charles  Tennant ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  (Colonel  Stanley)  . .  . ,  2S0 

MOTION. 

PaRUAHENT  —  PRITILEOE  —  SPEECH  OF  Mr.  BrIOHT  OP  JtJLT  24TH  — 
BBeOLDTION — 
Mertd,  "  That  the  expreMioo*  in  the  Speech  of  the  Right  honourable  John  Bright, 
delivered  ia  the  WeatminMer  Palace  Hotel  oa  Friday  night,  the  31th  of  July,  m 
reported  in  TA*  Daily  Ntist  of  Saturdaj',  the  2Gth  of  Julf,  charging  that  oertain 
Hembera  '  who  profau  to  be  representatives  of  Ireland,  and  irha  ait  in  that  character 
in  the  Honae  of  Commons,  are  disloyal  to  the  Croirn,'  and  that  '  they  have  exhibited 
a  bonndleaa  lympathj'  for  crimiiials  and  murdarers,'  are  a  Breach  of  the  FriTileges  o[ 
theHoose,"— (J'^r-  Catlan)  ..  .,  ..290 

After  debate.  Question  put: — The  House  divided;  Ayes  23,  Noee  Ifi4  ; 
Majority  131. 
DiTieion  List,  Ayei  and  Noes  , .  . .     305 

0BDES8    OF    THE    DAT. 

SUFPLY—eenndtrtd  in  Committee— Civil  Sertioe  Estiuateb — 
(In  the  Committee.) 
Class  TV. — Edbcatiob,  Soxbsce,  and  Art. 
(i.)  Uotion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum.  not  exceeding  £II,12S,  be 
granted  to  Her  Uajeety,  to  complete   the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the    Charge-  i 

VOL  CCC.     [third  siBiKs,]  [    e    ]  (L.OOglC 
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Aft«r  long  debate,  QueatioD  put:— The  Committee  ifiviicd;  Ayes  87,  Noei  29;  Ua- 

jority  68.— (Div.  List,  No.  26i.) 
(«.]  £108,141,  to  complsta  the  anm  for  FriioDa,  Ireland. — Aftar  debate,  Vote  agrud  la 
Mtvtd,  "That  the  ChairmaD  do  report  Progren,  and  ask  leave  to  ntagtlio," — (OaUml 
Nolan .-)— After  Aort  debate,  Motion,  by  leave,  witMrown. 
Beaolutioiis  to  be  reported  To-morrow ;  Committee  to  sit  again  To-morro*e. 


Supply — Bkpobt — EesolntioitB  [27th  JuljJ  reporM 
Beeolntiona  1  to  29,  incluBire,  affrttd  to: 


After  short  debate,  Besolution  agraid  to. 
Bemainimg  BeBolatione  agntd  to. 

County  OtBcera  and  Coorts  (Ireland)  (Pensions)  Bill  [Bill  1 121 
Order  for  Oommittee  read 

Mov*d,  "That  the  Debate  he  nov  adjourned, "—(2fr.  8txt<m:) — Question 
put,  and  agrttd  to : — Oommittee  dtftrroi  till  To-morrow. 

Lunacy  Laws  Amendment  Bill  [BiU  244]— 
Bill  eentiiortd  in  Oommittee     , , 

After  abort  time  apent  therein,  Bill  rtperted,  without  Amendment ;  Bill 
read  the  third  time,  tmApautd, 

Sbobetaby  pok  BooTLAim  [SalakhbI — 
Cnuiitrtd  in  Committee  . .  . .  . . 

BaHlntion  tgrt^d  ta  ;  to  b«  reported  l^-mtfn». 

Fdbuo  Woekb  JjoiM,  fto.  CAuviiroEsl— 
Cbufiin^  in  Oommittee 
Bwolution  *grt*i  fo  ;  to  be  reported  To^morrtic. 

FooB  Liir  OuAASUKB,  iBXLAin)  [Cost  of  FsoBEormoirsl — 

Oont'dtrtd  io  Committee 

Seeolutione  ofrtd  M  ;  to  be  reported  li-marrtw.  L^-*^-] 
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PRIVATS     BUSINESS, 


Mathminn  »ni  StOgtr  Jiwiuh^  BiU  [Zorib]  (&y  Oritr)— 
Lords  Amendment  to  Oommona  Amendments  eonniartd 
After  short  debate,  agrttd  to. 

ORDERS    OF    TEE    DAT. 

SUPPLY — tonnitrti  in  Oommittee — Oim.  Skhtiob  EsmiATSs — 
(In  the  Oommittee.) 
Class  IT. — Edqcitioh,  Souitce,  and  Art. 
(t.)  Motioo  made,  and  Q,ne«tio>i  piopoeed,  "  That  a  inm,  not  exceeding  £4M,S03, 
be  BTant«d  to  Her  Majetty,  to  oomplete  the  eum  neoeaary  to  defray  the  CWge 
which  willoomein  course  or  payment  during  the  year  endinp^  on  the  31it  day  of 
March   1886,   for  the  Salariei  and  Eipenae*  of  the  CommiMonen  of  National 
^□cation  in  Irelam) "  , .  , ,  ■ ,  •  • 
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8om.T— CiTiL  SntTTci  Estimatzb — Cmnmittea— »nIiHu«rf. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  praposed,  "That  tbsitemof  £37,lS0beomitt»d  from  the 
pnpoaad  Vote," — {Mr.  Sixlon  .1— After  short  debate.  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Origiiul  Qoeition  again  propoeea      . .  '  . ,  . ,     103 

After  debate,  Uotion  msde,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Item  of  £37,IC0, 
for  Book*  and  BcboolAppftratuB,  be  omitted  Horn  the  propoMd  Vote,''— (Ifr.  Stxtm:) 
— After  farther  abort  debate,  Question  put: — The  Committea  dtvldtd ;  Ayaa  36, 
Noee  126 ;  Majoritj  100.— (Div.  List,  No.  -256.) 
Oripnal  Question  pat,  and  agrud  to. 

C1.AA8  V. — FoBKioiT  jiHii  CoLonuL  Sbbtioes. 

n  for  South  Africa  Mid  St.  Helena. — After  debate, 

..       4M 

Sevknux  Dkpakthbntb. 
[3.)  £4,U1,SCII,  to  complete  the  snm  for  the  Post  Office. 

CiTIL  SXSTIGX  ESTIHATES. 
ClABB  I. — PUBHO  "VToaKS  AMD  BmLDnriis. 
(4.)  ££00,  Sapplemmtatj',  Uordon  Monument. — After  abort  debate,  Vote  ^mi  te         468 
Beaolntioos  to  be  reported  To-morrou). 

Natt  Aim  Arht  Expkhuituue,  1883-4 — 
Cuuidtrtd  in  Ooramittee  . .  468 

BeaoIutioiiB  ofrtfd  to;  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 

Wats  aito  Mxaitb. 

CHMitfnW  in  Committee 


Seooeiakt  yos,  Scotlaitd  [Sala&ixs] — 
Otiiuita  Beport  theranpon  rewl 

Biecdutioii  n-tmmiittd;  ttntidirtd  in  Committee: — Beeolution  »gT»ti  i«;  to  t 
pratod  T«-mvma. 


FtUic    World   Loani    Bill — Beeolations  [28th  July]  neportid.  And  afr44d  la  .■--Bill 

tritnd  {Sir  Sntrf  HoOand,  Mr.  DalrfmpI:} 
iMtmOian  to  the  gentlemen  appointed  to  bring  in  the  Bill,  That  they  do  make  prOTinon 

thanin  for  the  appointment  of  Fnblio  Woiki  Loans  Commisaioneri. 
Bill pr-anud,  and  read  the  flnt  time  [Bill  SS4]  ,.       iU 

lut  ladijt  Army  Fennoiu  Deficient  Bi31—0rdertd  {Sir  Stnry  SttUni,  Colaul 

Wtimid) ;  prantltd,  end  tmd  the  Gnt  time  [BiU  3fi5]  . .  .,       ilB 

AiuoiTBiniBin' — 
Movid,  " That  this Hoaae  do  now  adjonm," — (Su"  Bmt]/ ffolland)         ..     475 
&Iter  Bhort  debate,  it  being  Six  of  the  dock  the  Eouae  Btood  adjonraed 
till  To-morrov. 

LORDS,  THUESDAT,  JULY  30. 
Smoke  Nnlsance  Abatement  (Metropolis)  Bill  (No.  so)— 
Ibmd,  •"ThtAth.e'BHl'b9ii.ovxMi2',"—{Th«lMriiSlratA9deHmdC<impb*U^    476 
Alter  Bhort  debate,  Motion  agrtod  tt: — Bill  read  2'.  j.    ^     ^     CiOOqIc 
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Copyhold  Enfranchisement  Bill  (No.  185)— 
Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*,"—{7X*  Lord  Robiotut)  ..     482 

Amendment  tn«v»d,  to  leave  out  ("now    )  and  add  at  the  end  of  the 

Motion  ("this  day  three  months,")— (TA*  Earl  Stanhopi.) 
After  short  debate,  on  Question,  That  f'now")  stand  part  of  the  Motion? 
their  Lordships  divided ;  Contents  14,  Not-Coatents  46  ;  Majority  32 ; — 
Rtiolsed  in  the  negative: — Bill  to  be  read  2'  on  ihit  day  three  monlht. 

Pluralities  BUI  (No.  213)— 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  re&i  2\"^{77te  Lord  Siihop  of  Zondon)  ..     493 
f.  Motion  agreed  to ; — Bill  read  2*  acoordinglj,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

Poor  Law  Unions'  Officers  (Ireland)  Bill  (No.  2H)— 

Meved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2»,"— C7T4«  Uarqutu  of  Waterfori)    . .     494 
Motion  agreed  to : — Bill  read  2*  accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  Tb-morrote. 

Earldom  of  Mar  Restitution  Bill  (No.  107)— 
Moved,  "That  the  House  do  now  lesoWe  itself  into  Committee," — (!%» 

Earl  ef  Selhome)  ..  . .     4B4 

After  short  debate,  Motion  agreed  to : — House  in  Committee  accordingly. 
Amendments  (proposed  by  the  Select  Committee)  made ;   the  Beport 

thereof  to  be  received  To-morrow  ;  and  Standing  Order  No.  XXXv.  to 

be  considered  in  order  to  ila  being  dispensed  with. 

Uedical  ReUef  Disqaaliflcation  Removal  Bill  (No.  207)— 
House  in  Committee  (according  to  order)  498 

After  short  debate,  Bill  reported,  without  Amendment;  and  to  be  read  3* 
To-morrow. 

BoiBKCE  AiTD  AfiT — StTB  OF  THE  Nationai.  Pobtratt  Oallzky— Ohsorva- 

tions.  Lord  Lamington ;  Beply,  Lord  Henniker  . .  . .     601 

■       [8.16.] 
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Queetion,  Mr.  Bryce ;  Answer,  The  tiecretary  of  State  fur  the  Homo 
Department  (Sir  H.  Asthi-ton  Cn)8e)  ..  ..  506 

Railways  (India)— Ihdi am  Midland  Bailway — Question,  Sir  George 
Campbell ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Lord  Bandolph 
Churchill)       ..  ..  ..  ..  ..507 
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OBDERB    OF    TEE    DAY. 

Supply— Beport — Beaolutions  [29th  July]  reported — 

Besolation  1  (£466,303,  Salariea  and  Expenses  of  the  Commissioners  of 
National  Education  in  Ireland)  . .  . .  . .     527 

After  short  debate,  Eesolntion  agretd  ta. 

Beaolution  2  (£24,690,  South  Africa  and  St.  Helena)        ..  ..531 

After  short  debate,  Besolution  agretd  to. 

Beaolution  3  (£4,254,669,  Post  Office)  . .  . .  . .     645 

After  short  debate,  Besolution  agrttd  to. 

Beaolution  4  (£500,  Supplementary,  Gordon  Monument)  . .  . .     548 

After  abort  debate,  Beaolution  agrttd  tt. 

Telegraph  Acts  Amendment  BUI  [BiU  121]— 
Order  for  Committee  read : — Hovtd,  "That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leare  the 
Chair,"— [JKr.  Shaw  Ltfewt)  ..  . .  . .     654 

After  abort  debate,  Queation  put,  and  ogrtid  it : — Bill  eoiuidtrtd  in  Com* 
mittee  : — After  some  time  spent  therein,  Bill  rtporUd,  without  Amend- 
ment, to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morroie. 

Criminal  Law  Amendment  BUI  L^"^]  [BUI  1-^9]— 
Order  for  Committee  read : — Movtd,  "  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 

Chair,"— (S«r<(«ry  ^'>  *■  -^uhtUm  Crou)  . .  . .     678 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  Imvs  oat  from  the  word  "  That"  to  the  end  of  the  Qoartion,  in  order  to  Kdd  tha 
word*  "in  view  of  the  fact  that  there  alreadj  exirte  mech  legiilition  ol  the  kind, 
little  known  or  retorted  to,  and  that  beddee  mach  ot  it  is  of  a  contndiotory  oba- 
ir  partly  (or  the  reralation  and  partly  for  the  reproMon  of  rice,  it  ie  expedient 
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After  some  time  spent  therein.  Committee  report  Frogress ;  to  sit  again 
To-morrow. 

TTnlTerBitiea  (Scotland)  Bill  [Bill  115]— 
Xovti,  "That  the  Second  Beading  of  the  Bill  be  deferred  till  Monday 

next "  . ,  ...  630 

After  short  debate,  Qnestion  put,  and  agrtti  te : — Second  Beading  d»ftrrtd 
till  Ifondag  next. 

Wats  Aim  Mkaub  ) 

CotuolidJtted  Tnad  (Appropriatioii)  BiU   I 
BMolntion  [July  SS]  njwttd,  and  frttd  le  .—Bill  eritrtd  {Sir  Arlhtr  Otway,  Mr. 
ChuitttUaT  aftht  Sxcktgutr,  Sir  Stnry  Jiolland) ;  pntmtid,  aad  rsad  ths  first  tine  ..      (131 

Parliamentary  Elections  (Betnming  Officers)  Bill  [Bill  99]— 
Bill,  aa  amended,  eontid&rtd  031 

Sill  to  be  read  the  third  time  Tt-mitrrote.  [3.O.] 


L0ED8,  FEIDAT,  JULY  31. 

iVAiM  Bimry  of  BatUnlirg't  NatwratuMtim  BiU  [s.l.]— 
CartifiMtA  read ;  p«titioQer  took  the  Ofttli 

Hie  Qaeen's  coment  ri^ifled  bjtha  Lord  Chsnoellor;  BiU  TUd  2*  (soaoTding  to  order) 
utd  eommitttdftrthtoith :  Then  Standing  Order  No.  XXXV.  cmuidtrtd  (uoording  to 
order},  snd  Htpttued  toitk :  BiU  nporttd  with  amendment* ;  reod  3*,  and  patted,  and 


Beobht  Lsquiation — The  Socialistic  Tehsutct — Obierrations,  The  Earl 
of  Wemyss ;  Beply,  The  Marquess  of  Salisbury : — Short  debate  thereon 

pBoszcUTton  OF  Offences  Act,  1879  —  ObserrationB,  The  Earl  of  Powis; 
Beply,  The  Lord  Chancellor  (Lord  Halabury) 

CtrsTous  Dbpabtheht — Collkotobs  of  CrraroiiB  —  Question,  The  Earl  of 
ijmerick ;  Answer,  The  Earl  of  Iddesleigb  (First  Lord  of  the  Treasury) 

Medical  BeUef  DisqoaliflcaUon  Bemoral  Bill  (No.  207]— 
Moptd,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  d>,"— (2%*  Eart  of  Milltoum) 
Uotioa  ttjfrud  to : — BiU  read  3*,  and  pautd. 

Lunacy  Acta  Amendment  Bill  (No.  221)— 
MlMBd,  ••  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2;"—(7%t  Earl  Brownhw) 
Hotion  agretd  to : — Sill  read  2*  acoordiagly,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next.  £6.30.3 
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ffortiey  :) — Motion  agreed  lo: — Standing  Orders  suspended ; — Bill  read 

a  second  time,  and  eommitUd. 
Mtttd,  "  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the   Chair:" — After  short 

debate,  Motion  agrtad  to  : — Bill  considtred  in  Committee,  and  reportid, 

without  Amendment;  read  the  third  time,  and  pa»eed. 

Earldom  of  Mar  Bestltution  Bill  \_Lordt]— 

llMtd,    "That  the  Bill  be   now  read    iha  firat  time," — (7Kb   Altorntg 

Gnvrai.  t)ir  Hiehard  IFeliatar)  . .     693 

After  short  debate.  Motion  agreed  to  : — Bill  read  the  first  time. 
Jftned,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  aeoond  time," — (T/i4  Attorney 

Ganerai .) — After  short  debate,  Motion  agreed  to  : — Bill  read  a  second 

time,  and  committed  to  a  Select  Committee. 
Committpe  nominated: — List  of  the  Committee  . .  . .  685 

Jioted,  "  That  the  name  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Kirkcaldy  (Sir  George 

Campbell]  be  added," — {Th»  Attorneg   Ganerai :)—M.otioa   agreed  to; 

name  added. 
Ordered,  That  Three  be  the  quorum. 
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Oriminal  Law  Amendment  Bill  Itordal  [BiU  159]— 
Bill  amaidarad  in  Committee  \Progreaa  30th  Julj/']  ..  ..     6S6 

After  loDg  time  spent  therein,  Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again 
upon  Monday  next. 

Telegraph  Acts  Amendment  Bill  [BiU  121]— 
Older  for  Third  Beading  read,  and  ditchargid  . .     809 

Uetad,  "That  the  BiU  be  re-committed  in  respect  of  Clause  2,"^Jfr. 
Skme  Lejevre  .*) — After  short  debate.  Motion  agreed  to : — Bill  eomiderad 
in  Committee,  and  reported,  with  an  Amendment;  as  amended,  con- 

Hond,  "  That  the  BiU  be  now  read  the  third  time,"— (if/-.  Shaio  Lefevrt :) 

— Motion  agreed  to : — Bill  read  tbe  third  time,  and  passed. 
YOL.  CCC.    [third  SBBIES.]  L     ^     1  -<i:>yC005le 
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East  India  (Army  Pensions  Deficiency)  Bill  [Bill  255]— 

Xored,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  Ura^," —{Sir  Bmrg Holland) 
After  short  debate,  Motion  agr*»d  to  .*— Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
muted for  3tonday  next. 

East  India  (Abmy  Fbnsiomb  Defioibitot)  [Oekation  of  Ammditt]— 
Gmndtrtd  in  Camnuttee  . .  , ,  . . 

BMolntioQ  agrnd  fa ;  to  be  reported  upon  Kendag  next. 

[3.20.] 

LORDS,  MONDAY,  AUGUST  3. 
Scottish  and  Irish  Peerages  Bill  (No.  lo)— 
Bill  (by  leave  of  the  House)  withirmen 

Biver  Thames  (No.  S)  Bill  (No.  218)— 
Amendments  rtporUi  (according  to  Order) 
After  short  debate,  Bill  to  be  read  3'  Te-morroto. 
AesistTation  Appeals  (Ireland]   Bill  [».t~\—Friuaud  {Ttu  Eart  Bnmhtunp) ; 
read  1" ;  to  be  printed ;  to  be  read  2*  To-nmn-MB  ;  and  Standiog  Order  No.  XXXT. 
to  be  couidsred  in  order  to  iti  being  diapenied  with.     (Ko.  22G}     , .  . , 

ParvArB  Biiis— 

Standing  Ordtn  No*.  10.,  22.,  G2.,  G7.,  64.,  86.,  IH.,  116.,  134.,  ud  179.,  emtidtrti  and 
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D,nlz=,lr,C00t;^IC 
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I — 

..   1194 
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LORDS,  WEDNESDAY,  AUGUST  5. 
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Denman  [S-SO.] 
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pniVATS     BUSINESS. 
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Arthur  Arnold,) — instead  thereof. 
Question  propoaed,  "  That  the  words  '  now  read  the  third  time  '  stand  part 

of  the  Question:" — After  short  debate.  Question  put: — The  House 

dieidtd:  Ayes  48,  Noes  25 ;  Majority  23.— (Dir.  List,  No.  272.)— BQl 

rood  the  third  time,  aaApatud,  without  Amendment. 
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EoTPT  (Fdiahck,  &o.) — PoLiOT  OF  Heb  Maisstt's  Govebmmbht — 
Bmolutiok — Amendment  proposed. 

To  lean  oat  tmm  tbft  woid  "  Tbat "  to  ths  end  of  the  Qaestion,  in  otder  to  add  the 
wnd«  "  this  Bill  should  not  be  proceeded  with  until  the  Qorernment  haa  eiplHiaed 
to  the  Houae  the  poUoy  of  tha  GoTerDmeot  with  regard  to  Btfypt,  and  the  oondilioa* 
Bnder  which  the  recent  guaranteed  loan  was  isaued," — (Jlr.  Labou^hirt,) — instead 
ther«>(  ..  .,  ,.    1200 

Question  pmpoaed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  ^ 
the  Question  :  " — After  debate.  Question  put,  and  o^rwd  (o.     ^.^.  i -=(i  ivCiOOqIc 

VOU  COO-      [IHIHD  KaiES.]  [      *      ] 


TABLE  OP  CONTENTS. 

C«>iKliiatttt  f^nd  (Appnpriaiim)  £i/{— contlnned. 
Main  Qasstion  again  proposed : — 
The  Papal  See— Diplomatic  Oomktjnicatiok  ■with  the  Vaticah — Bia. 

George  EBRiNaToir — Observations,  Ur.  O'Brien : — Short  debate  thereon  1228 
BoTAL  CouMiBaioR  ON  THE  Depbbbbioii  OP  Tracs  and  Imdcstry — Obser- 

Tationa,  Mr.  Arthar  Arnold : — Short  debate  thereon      . .  . .    1236 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to  .-—Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  patted. 

UniTdrsitleB  (Scotland)  BUI  [Bill  lis]— 
Mevtd,  "  That  the  Order  for  the  Second  Beading  be  read  and  diechu^ed," 

—(Sir  R.  Atihtten  Cron)     ..  ..  . .  . .    1250 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to : — Bill  mthdrawn. 

Police  Enfranchisement  Extension  Bill  [Bill  219']— 
Order  for  Gommittee  read : — Moved,  "That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 

Chair"  ..  ..  ..  ..   1251 

Moved,  "That  the  Debate  he  now  adjourned," — {Mr.  Horgtm  U«yd:) — 
It  being  a  quarter  of  an  hoar  before  Six  of  the  clock,  the  Debate  stood 
adj  oomed  till  Te-morrow.  [S.50.J 
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House  in  Committee  (according  to  order)     . ,  , .  1252 

Amendments  mads ;  the  Beptrt  thereof  to  be  reoeired  To-morroio :   and 

Standing  Order  No.  XXXT.  to  be  considered  in  order  to  ita  being 

diepsnaed  with. 

Poor  Law  Unions'  Officers  (Ireland)  Bill  (No.  214)— 

Bill  read  3' (according  to  Order)  ..  ..  ..  1280 

On  Motion,  "That  the  Bill  do  pass  f  "—After  short  debate,  Bill  psuid, 
and  sent  to  the  OommoQS ;  and  to  be  jm'nM,  as  amended   (No.  237.) 
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On  Motion,  "  That  the  Bill  do  pass  ?  "—After  short  debate,  Bill  patted. 
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o(  India  (or  the  year  eoifinit  , ..._...   , ._    , 

£13,240,607  rMeivpd  from  Productive  Pablio  Worka ;  that  the  Total  Expenditure  ii 
India  and  in  fneland  was  £7I},33S,B2S,  including  £12,032, 7G1  apent  on  ProdactiTe 
Public  'Works  (RsTenna  Account] :  that  there  was  an  eicew  of  Revenue  over  Ex- 
penditure in  that  year  of  £1,387,496;  and  that  the  Capital  Expenditure  on  Productive 
Public  Works  in  the  aama  j-ear  trai_  £3,662,029,  including  a  Charge  of  £fi«S,261 
incurred  in  the  ndemption  of  praviooalj  existing  liabilities,"  —  (Zortf  Ranjalpk 
Churthilt.) 
Alter  long  debate,  Queation  put,  and  egrttdto:  —  Besolution  to  be 
reported  To-morroic. 

Criminal  Tiaw  Amendment  Bill  [XorA]  [Bill  257]— 
Bill,  as  amended,  n)nti<(<r«i  .,  ,.  ,,  1386 

After  lone  debate,   Further  Froceeding  on  Consideration  of  BUI,   as 
amended,  dtfirrtii  till  To'tnerrene, 

LAHD  PuBCHABE  (IbELAVD)  LAllTASCEa] — 

Cantiitrti  in  Committee  , .    142B 

BeMlntion  tfntd  to  ;  to  be  reported  Ta-mimie.  [3.O.] 

LORDS.  FRIDAY,  AUGUST  7. 
Local  Government  (Ireland)  ProviBional Orders  Bill  (No.  I70)— 
Amendment  reporlid  (according  to  Order)  :  Then  Standing  Order  No. 
XX XT.  ein»tdtrtd  (accordiog  to  Order),  and  diipenied  with ;  Bill  read 
3',  with  the  Amendment       .,  ,.  .,  ..   1429 

On  Moiion,  "That  the  Bill  do  pass?"— After  short  debate,  Motion 
agretd  to: — Bill  paiud,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

Tbbaty  of  Beblis — Aetiole  X. — The  Taksa  •  Edstchwk  Railway — 
Question,  Obserrations,  Lord  Sandhurst ;  Reply,  The  Marquess  of 
Salisbury       ..  ..  ..  ..  ..   14S4 

Labourers  (Ireland)  (No.  2)  BUI  (No.  235)— 
3loB*d,  "  That  the  Honee  do  noir  resolve  itself  into  Committee,"  —  ( Tht 

tfarquttt  of  Water  ford)  . .  . .  . .    1436 

After  uiort  debate.  Motion  agretd  to : — House  in  Committee  accordingly. 
Amendments  made ;  the  Report  thereof  to  be  received  on  Mendag  next ; 

and  Bill  to  be  t^initd  m  amended  (No.  241.) 
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Homing-    of   the    Working    Classes   (Sngland)   Bill   [Lord*] 

[Bill  248]— 
MtMd,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time," — (Sir  S.  Aithtim 

Crm)  ..  ..  ..  1685 

Amendment  piopoaod, 

To  Imts  ont  from  the  woid  "  That,"  to  the  end  of  the  Queation,  ia  order  to  add  the 

void*  "  it  ia  inexDcdient  at  this  rtage  of  the  Besdon  to  initiate  legisktion  involriog 
the  principle  of  a  National  mbodf  towards  aiding  an^  locality  in  proTiding  dwelling* 

lot  the  working  clola  in  luch  locality," — (Jfr.  Lt/ulph  Staalti/,) — instead  thereof. 
Qoeetion  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 

the  Question : " — After  debate,  Queetion  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Hain  Question  put,  and  agntd  to : — Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  eommitUi 

for  To-wwrrote. 
Land  Porohase  (Ireland)  BUI  [Z«r.i.]  IBill 2491_ 
Order  for  Committee  read: — Moved,  "That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 

Chair," — (Jlr.  Attenui/ Onteral  for  Ireland)  .,  ..   1621 

After  debate,  Motion  agreed  to  : — Bill  eontidered  in  Committee  . ,   1637 

After  some  time  spent  therein,    Bill  reported,    with  Amendments ;    as 

amended,  to  be  considered  To-morrow. 
■oreable  Dwelliogs  Bill  [Bill  239]— 
lf«R«^,  "  That  the  BiU  be  now  read  a  second  time," — {Ur.  Dighy)         ..  1705 
After  short  debate.  Motion  agreed  to : — Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  eom- 

mittad  fat  Te-morroto.  [3.80.] 

LOEDS,  TUESDAY,  AUGUST  U. 

Local  Qoremment  (Ireland)  Prorielonal  Orders  Bill  (No.  246)— 
CnnmonB'  Beaaons  for  disagreeing  to  oneoftheAmendmentsmadebythe 

Lords  M)Mi(f«r«f  (according  to  (hder)  ..    170S 

JUted,  ''That  the  House  do  not  insist  upon  their  Amendment  to  which 

tha  Commons  have  disagreed," — {The  Marqueee  of  Waterford.) 
Amendment  moved, 
Taltareont  all  the  word*  after  ("That"),  and  iniert  ("thii  Houae,  insiatiiig  on  ita 

Amandment.  do  now    proceed  to  appoint  s  Committee  to  meet  and  confer  with  a 

CoouuittM  ol  the  Conunona"),— ( JA«  Lari  FiltQtnld.) 
After  short  debate,  on  Question,  "That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left 

out  stand  part  of  the  Motionf"  their  Lordships  divided;  Contents  21, 

Not-Content>  10;  Majority  II.— Seiohed  ia  Hid  affirmative. 
The  Amendment  not  iniitted  on,  and  a  message  sent  to  the  Commons  to 

acquaint  them  therewith. 

Sm  Fisheries  (SooUand)  Amendment  BUI  (No.  247)— 
Onunons'  Amendments  eoneidertd  (according  to  Order)     . ,  . .   1716 

Xtved,  "That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Commons  in  the  said 

Amendments," — {The  Lird  ElpAitutone.) 
After  short  debate.  Motion  agreed  to.  f—  i 

VOL.  ceo.     [THian  SEEIES.]  [     /     1  D,s,t,zed.yL.OOglC 
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Blver  Thames  (No.  2)  Bill  [BiU  90]— 
Iiords'  Amendments  eontidered  . .    185S 
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LORDS,  WEDNESDAY,  AUGUST  12. 
EoTPT — SouDAw   ExFBDtnoir — Vote    of   Thaitkb   to    Hkk   Majesty's 

MiLITAEY  AND  NaVAL  FoECES- EeBOLCTIOUB — 

Moved  to  resolve, 
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O.O.M.Q.,  for  the  diitinKaished  akill  and  ability  with  which  he  pisnaed  and  oon- 
ducted  the  Exp^tion  of  ISSl-SG  by  the  Nils  to  the  Soudui "  (tad  other  Bowlu- 
Uoa»y~[TlieMarpM,<>/Saliitury)   ..  ..  ..  ..   lUS 

After  short  debate,    the  said  Besolutions  severally  agreed  to,, 
diueHtit»te. 


t«,   Mwmc 

C.ooqIc 
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uAftutei,  with  the  Amradmmte.  p,  iz^dsyCiOOQlc 
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afTMd  t»;  to  be  reported  Tiiiumw. 

Poor  Law  Unions'  Officers  (Ireland)  Bill  [BUI  262]— 

Lords'  Amendment  eotuidtrtd  , ,  . ,  , ,  , ,    1 

After  short  debate,  Lords'  Amendment  dmtnded,  and  agreed  to. 

ADJOUBimSHT — BOTAL     CoVIOBSIOH    ON     THE    DeFBEBSIOR    OF    TrAOX    AlTD 

Iudxfstbt  —  CoKBTnunow   of   the   Commtssioit  —  Observations,  Mr, 
Broadhnnt    . ,  . .  fHoase  counted  ontl  . .  1 

[7.6.J 


,Google 


LORDS. 


UonSAT,   JlTLT  27. 

Alaxander  William  Qeoige  Earl  Fife  in  that  port  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Oraat  Britain  and  Ireland  oalled  Ireland,  K.T.,  created  Earl  of  Fife. 

Th»  Sight  Honourable  Sir  William  Baliol  Brett,  Knight,  Master  of  the 
Bolla,  created  Baron  Eeher  of  Esher  in  the  oountj  of  Sorrey. 

TDmSDAT,  JOLT  28. 

Sir  Bobert  James  Loyd-IdndeaT,  E.O.B.,  V.O.,  created  Boron  Wantage  of 
Lookinge  in  the  oountj  of  Baru. 

TOOK  THE  OATH  FOB  THK  FIEST  TIME. 

TbubsdjlT,  Jm.T  30. 
Hie  Lord  Bishop  of  Tmro. 

SAT  FIB8T. 
FitDAT,  JniiY  31. 
The  Lord  EenTon,  after  the  death  of  his  gnudCather. 
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Dt  THB  EiQirr  HoNonBABtE  WII.UAM   EWAET  GLADSTONE, 
As  rr  STOOD  at  theie  EEsiaxATiox  of  Office  in  June,  1865. 
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HOUSE    OF    L0ED9.  AleiMder  William  Georffe  Earl  Kft 

I  in  that  port  of  ths  United  Kingdom  of 

JftnAiy,  21th  Jyiiy,  1885.  ;  Qrea.t  Britain  and  Ireland  called  Ire- 

I  land,  K.T.,  haricg  been  created  Earl  of 

,  Fife — Waa  (in  the  ueual  manner)  intro- 

ttmUTES.]— Selici  ComoTTM  — K/*A  Rf  ,  duced. 

f»(— Offlce  ol  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliamanta  I      _,_.,„  , ,     «.     -rwr-,,- 

■nd  Office  ol  the  OentlemAn  Usbsr  of  the        The   Kight  HoDOUrabls  SiT    William 

BUckRod.    [No.  210}.  Baliot  Brett,    Knight,    Master  of  the 

Public  Bills— /■<>.(  ^Mrfinj-MedJcal   Relief   ;^\i^  having  been  created  Baron  Esher 

SrO-oSwo^Ml?;.'  20^"'"     I  ?  ^t''  "  ?'  """"'f ■  1  Surrey-Was 
Cimmiiue  —  PnbHo    Health    (Members  and ;  ("» the  UBual  manner)  introduced. 

OScen)  •  (194). 
Cnmitit  —  Stpert  ~  Bbannoa    Navimtion"    MEDICAL  RELIEF  DISQUALIFICATION 

(IM) :  Polehsmpton  Ertatet*  (183) ;  Natioiul  REMOVAL  BILL. 

Debt  • ;  School  Boards  •  (200) ;   Eicheqaer  „ 

sod  TrauuTj  Bills* ;  Greenwich  Uospitsl*       Bill   hrought   from    the   Commons; 

(»i).  readl';  tob9«»-i»i»rf.    (No.  207.) 

i^w*— PostO(EeBBitei"(181)  ;  RiTBrThimes        „        „  ,,„,™^,™„,      ,  , 

(No.  s)-(i7i).  The  Earl  of  MILLTOWN  :   I  beg 

nirriAoA'i^—WaWwoTksCtonses  Act  (1847)    leare  to  gire  Notice  that  I  propose  on 

' '    (137) :    Tunipik?    A"''„P?°" '  Thursday  next  to  more  the  second  read- 


'  (203;,  [ 


Eaw,  GRANVILLE :  I  do  not  know, 
in  the  absence  of  the  noble  Man^nesq 
vol/,  ceo.     [thibp  gMUES-l  '        £  I    Cookie 
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ih9  Leader  of  the  House,  by  what  right 
the  noble  Earl  takes  upon  himself  to 
move  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill  on 
Thuraday.  It  is  a  most  unusual  course. 
I  mjself  intended  to  more  the  second 
reading  to-morrow,  as  it  is  a  matter  of 
groat  urgenoj. 

Thb  EaoE  of  MILLTOWN  :  I  shall 
be  most  happy  to  meet  the  suggestion 
of  thenohleBarl,  a    '      '  "     ""  ' 
for  to-morrow. 

Eabl  ORAiiTILLE :  I  do  not  quite 
know  why  the  noble  Earl  has  taken  up 
this  measure. 

The  Eabl  of  MILLTOWN:  I  sup- 
pose I  have  as  great  a  right  to  do  so  as 
any  other  Peer. 

Eabl  OBANTILLE:  I  have  been 
asked  to  take  charge  of  this  Bill ;  but 
the  noble  Earl,  of  his  own  Motion,  takes 
charge  of  it.  The  Government,  as 
stated  by  their  Leader  in  "  another 
place,"  do  not  wish  to  delay  the  Bill ; 
and  yet  the  noble  Earl  has  taken  upon 
himself,  without  any  request  from  any 
other  person,  to  move  the  second  read- 
ing on  Thursday.  That  is  the  most 
unusual  course  that  I  have  ever  seen 
taken  since  I  have  been  in  the  Bouse  of 
Lords.  I  give  Notice  that,  unless  we 
hear  something  as  to  the  intentions  of 
tha  Government,  I  propose  to  take  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill  to-morrow. 

The  Eael  OF  MILLTOWN :  1  object 
to  this  action  of  the  noble  Earl  as  en- 
tirely out  of  Order,  and  inconsistent 
with  the  Standing  Orders  of  the  House. 
I  gave  Notice,  as  I  had  a  perfect  rigbt 
to  do,  to  the  Clerk  of  the  ParliamenU. 
that  I  would  take  charge  of  the  Bill 
when  it  came  up  from  the  other  House, 
as  I  have  always  felt  very  strongly  on 
the  subject.  It  was  not  in  charge  of 
anyone  in  the  other  House  when  it  was 
passed,  and  8tr  William  Harcourt  stated 
that  it  was  in  ohargs  of  the  House  itself. 
The  noble  Earl  is  absolutely  in  error ; 
for  the  Bill  is  a  derelict,  and  came  to 
this  House  without  a  Leader,  and  it  was 
therefore  open  to  anyone  to  take  it  up 
here.  I  accordingly  came  down  to  the 
House  to  take  charge  of  the  Bill,  and  I 
oannot  understand  on  what  grounds  the 
noble  Earl  objerts  to  my  action. 

Earl  GRANVILLE :  The  first  read- 
ing of  a  Bill  is  usually  considered  a 
formal  stage  in  this  House,  and  in  this 
case  was  taken  as  a  matter  of 


Pvilie  SmtiM,  ^e. 


in  reaching  the  House,  and  therefore 
did  not  hear  it;  but  I  had  intended,  in 
accordance  with  an  arrangement  I  had 
made  with  those  interested  in  the  Bill 
in  the  other  House,  to  intimate  that  I 
would  give  Notice  of  the  second  reading 
for  to-morrow. 

The  Eael  OF  MILLTOWN :  My  No- 
tice having  been  given  first  will  remain 
first  on  the  Paper,  according  to  the 
Standing  Orders. 

The  Eakl  of  R08EBERT:  The 
noble  Earl  has  given  Notice  that  he 
will  move  the  second  reading  on  Thurs- 
day. By  that  time,  no  doubt,  he  will 
find  that  the  Bill  has  been  read  a  second 
time  and  passed  on  the  Motion  of  my 
noble  Friend.     We  have  no  objection. 

Lord  ELLENBOROUGH  :  I  risa  to 
Order.  I  beg  to  point  out  that  this 
discussion  is  irregular,  and  I  object  to 
its  being  continued.  I  have  boon  called 
to  Order  for  much  less. 

The  Eabl  of  ROSEBERT  :  I  must 
call  attention  to  the  facts  of  the  case. 
If  this  Bill  is  a  derelict,  it  is  because  it 
was  abandoned  by  the  Leader  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  There  can  be  no 
question  as  to  who  ought  to  have  charge 
of  the  Bill  in  this  House,  for  it  was  at 
once  taken  charge  of  by  the  Liberal 
Leader  for  the  time  being— Sir  William 
Harcourt.  [Orw*  of  "No!"]  It  was 
at  all  events  passed  on  his  Motion,  and 
he  handed  it  over  to  my  noble  Friend 
near  me.  There  is  no  question  as  to 
whose  Bill  it  is. 

Eakl  GRANVILLE:  We  entirely 
agree  as  to  the  advisability  of  passing 
the  BUI,  and  it  is  very  undesirable  that 
we  should  keep  up  this  quarrel  about 
it.  I  think,  however,  I  have  some  little 
title,  by  my  position  in  the  House  and 
following  the  usual  practice,  to  say  that 
I  will  tale  charge  of  the  Bill 

MALTA  —  EXAMINATIONS    FOR    THE 

PUBLIC  SERVICE  (ARMY,  NAVY,  AND 

CIVIL).— OBSEEV  ATIONS, 

Eabl  DE  LA  WARB,  in  rising  to  call 

attention  to  the  subject  of  centres  of 

examination    for   the    Fublio   Service 

(Army,  Navy,  and  Civil),  specially  with 

reference  to  Malta,  said,  that,  in  bringing 

question   under    their  Lsrdshipa^ 

notice,  he  felt  he  ought  to  offer  some 

apology  when  there  werenobleLordswho, 

from  the  OtBoe  which  they  had  held  as 


Not  being  able  to  walk  very  quickly  at  I  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  must 
present,  I  was  two  or  three  minutes  late  I  be  better  informed  thui  he  cotild  be  witli 

ari  &.«,«.  ,  CooqIc 
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rac«r^  to  thecircumetauDeB  and  the  wsdU 
of  Malta.  At  the  same  time,  from  his 
ovn  peraonal  knawlodge,  ha  was  not 
vitbout  coofidenoe  that  the  subject, 
being  one  of  such  ^eat  importauce  to 
the  ioterests  of  the  Maltese  people,  would 
meet  with  favourable  consi deration  from 
their  Lordslrips.  On  a  former  occasion, 
when  he  c^ed  the  attention  of  the  Houee 
to  the  Bubject,  he  was  not  in  a  position 
to  be  able  to  refer  to  official  Papers. 
Tboie  Papers  had  since  been  laid  on  the 
Tibia;  and  he  now  hoped  to  show  that 
the  Tiew  which  he  had  previously  taken 
vu  supported  by  those  who  were  best 
■ble  la  fc»in  an  opinion.  In  the  Notice 
which  he  had  given,  he  had  asked  their 
Lordships'  atteutioD  to  the  subject  of 
nsQiinations  for  the  Public  Service. 
He  thought,  however,  it  might  not  be 
Deceassry  to  enter  now  into  any  detaiji 
apon  the  general  question ;  but,  assum- 
mg  that  their  Iiordshipa  were  aware  of 
the  importance  of  these  examinations,  at 
being  now  almost  the  only  way  of  od- 
mission  for  a  young  man  to  enter  into 
pnblie  life,  and,  therefore,  how  impor- 
tant it  was  that  tbey  should  be  open  to, 
asd  within  the  reach  of,  all  Her  &[a- 
jsety's  subjects,  he  would  coaGne  him- 
itil  to  the  question  so  far  only  as  it 
lelated  to  llalta.  It  was  in  the  year 
ISTS  that  a  Uember  of  the  Council 
of  Goremment  in  Ifalta — Ur.  Savona 
—moved  an  Address  to  the  tiovemor, 
■bioh  was  seconded  by  the  Chief  Secre- 
tsiy,  to  the  effect— 

"Tlut  Her  Hajeaty's  OoTcmmeDt  might  be 
iliveai  (a  permit  (noh  of  Her  Majesty's  lub- 
JKti  SftUTca  of  ths  Maltese  IbIukIb  sa  may  wigb 
locompcts  for  the  Arrnj,  Nayy,  or  the  Civil 
Smice  in  England  tuid  India,  to  be  eiamined 
is  HaUa  ander  sach  regnlnlioiu  as  the  Civil 
Smica  CommiMonera  may  deem  it  expedient 
to  lay  don." 

It  <Konld  be  well,  perhaps,  to  notice  here 
tn  objection  which  was  made  last  year 
ia  this  House  by  the  noble  Earl  the  late 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (the 
Etrl  ot  Derby)  with  regard  to  making 
Malta  a  centre  for  these  examinations. 
The  noble  Bari  said— 

"Ui2t»  could  not  be  treated  differently  to 
(ttn  Colonieg ;  and  if  this  qneition  were  raieed, 
>l*«ddlisTe  to  be  raised  on  a  larger  scale,  for 
lianiliar  {btout  ooatd  not  be  ahown  to  Malta  to 
1^  •(dniion  <,f  other  Coloniea  and  Dependen- 
net  not  much  mote  distant,  and  witji  equal 

Ko»,  with  reference  to  this  it  ehould  be 
netembered  that  ths  circumetBQcea  of 


different  Colonies  and  Dependencies  were 
widely  dissimilarj  their  pobition,  their  ■ 
means  of  trade  and  commerce,  their 
native  industries,  their  character  and 
nationality,  their  climate — in  many  of 
these  and  other  renpects  there  was  oftea 
little  or  no  resemblance.  AVas  it  not, 
therefore,  reasonable,  before  drawing  a 
hard  and  fast  line  aud  treating  all  alike, 
to  take  each  case  upon  its  merits?  What 
applied  to  Malta  might  not  apply  to 
Canada  or  Australia,  or  vie*  v*r*d.  That 
view  was  taken  by  the  Civil  Service 
Commissioners  in  the  Correspondence 
recently  laid  before  the  Houbo.  They 
said — 

"  Any  proposal  to  bold  examioationt  in  ra- 
mote  localities  would  have  to  be  conaideTsd  on 

But,  besides  this,  Malta  could  not  be  con- 
sidered as  at  all  similar  to  other  Colonies 
and  Dependencies  of  the  Britieh  Empire. 
tjtrictly  speaking,  it  would  be  incorrect 
to  describe  it  as  a  Colony,  which,  in  the 
usual  ncceptation.of  the  word,  was  an  off- 
shoot of  the  parent  country.  Malta  was 
a  country  which  voluntarily  placed  itself 
under  the  dominion  of  England,  and 
thenceforward  the  Maltese  people  be- 
came entitled  to  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  British  subjects.  It  was 
said  by  Lord  Cochrane  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  in  1816,  referring  to  the  rela- 
tions of  Malta  to  this  country,  and  as  a 
Dependency  of  the  Britieh  Crown — 

"The  fortresses  were  reconquered  from 
France  by  the  Maltese,  and  not  by  this  coun- 
try." 

He  need  hardly  remind  their  Lordahips 
that  Malta  was  one  of  the  moat  valuable 
Dependenciesof  England.  Where  would 
British  influence  in  the  Mediterranean 
be  without  Malta?  With  France  at 
Toulon,  and  now  also  at  Tunis,  where 
of  the  finest  harbours  in  the  world 
might  with  little  difficulty  be  made,  what 
in  Uie  event  of  war  would  be  the  posi- 
tion of  this  country  without  Ualta  ?  It 
was  the  interest  of  England  to  accord 
to  the  Maltese  people  not  only  the  rights 
and  privileges  to  which  as  British  sub- 
jects they  were  entitled,  but  also  such 
advantages  aa  might  tend  to  cultivate 
loyalty  and  attachment  to  the  British 
Crown.  Was  it  not  a  small  thingwbich 
was  asked  for?  A  small  thing  to  grant, 
but  which  would  be  a  great  boon  to  the 
receiver,  a  boon  which  would  be  highly 
valued,  and  which  would  open  a  door  to 
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the  riBiiig  &nd  talented  youth  of  Malta 
to  become  useful  subjects  in  the  British 
Empire  wherever  British  awaj  extends. 
It  was  said,  why  should  not  the  youth 
of  Ualta  corns  to  this  country  to  attend 
the  ezaminatioiie  for  admission  to  th( 
Fublie  Service?  It  must  be  temeni' 
bered  that  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in 
Malta  were  not  in  the  same  affluent 
ouEDstances  as  those  in  £ni;land,  or  some 
other  Dependencies  and  Colonies,  and 
that  the  salaries  of  those  holding  Qo- 
Temmeat  appointments  bore  no  resem- 
blanoe  as  r^arded  amount  to  those  in 
this  country  and  elsewhere.  The  salary 
of  a  Judge,  or  Councillor,  or  Head  of 
a  Department  did  not  exceed  £500 
a-ysar,  and  other  offloes  and  appoint- 
ments were  in  like  proportion.  Very 
few  young  men  could  provide  the 
meaus  of  coming  to  England  to  attend 
the  examinations,  with  the  uncertainty 
also  of  sncoese,  owing  to  the  high  pres- 
sure of  competition  which  qow  existed. 
On  that  point  Sir  Charles  Straubentee, 
when  Governor  of  Malta,  said,  in  one  of 
his  despatohei  to  the  Colonial  Offioe — 

"  Ths  ^rat  boon,  howeTsr,  thit  laoh  conces' 
■iom  woold  oonfer  upon  thii  oommanitjr  bj  the 
opsning  out  of  a  naw  field  of  indoatry  beyond  tbs 
DniTow  limits  of  thesa  iiUudi,  and  alio  the  very 
limited  means  of  the  psrenti  and  families  of 
the  young  men  (who  may  have  diatinsuiahed 
themeelvea  at  the  looal  schooli  and  are  dMiniiu 
of  embracing  profaniona  beyond  tboae  obtain- 
able in  Malta),  vhieh  almoat  preclude  ths  poa- 
stbilitjr  of  permitting  them  to  do  so  owing  to 
the  eipeuieof  the  T0yBge,th8ir  maintenance  in 
Bnglaud,  &o.,  have  together  indaced  me  to 
bring  this  labject  under  your  most  favourable 
consideration. 

With  reference  also  to  the  peculiar  cir- 

oumstanoes  of   Malta,    Lord   Olanelg, 

whan  Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  said — 

*'  It  was  peealjaily  the  duty  of  Great  BiitiBD 


ration  in  Malta  s' 

He  (Earl  DeLaWarr)  regretted  that  in 
the  government  of  Malta  we  had  not 
fully  acted  upon  the  principles  of  British 
freedom  and  the  full  benetils  of  British 
legislation.  It  was  quite  possible  to 
treat  Malta  as  a  fortress — a  most  im- 
portant fortress-;- and,  at  the  same  time, 
to  remember  that  there  was  a  Native 
population,  and  a  considerable  one,  who 
were  entitled  to  the  rights,  the  privileges, 
and  the  advantages  of  British  subjects. 
Sir  Patrick  Seenan,  Commissioner  of 
Earl  Pi  La  Warr 


National  Edacation  in  Ireland,  who 
in  a  Beport  made  to  Parliament  in  1880 
on  the  educational  system  in  Malta, 
said — 

"  It  would  be  eerring  a  great  Imperial  por- 
poae,  bssidss  strengthening  the  serrioe  \>y  the 
introduotian  of  men  of  the  diligence  and  ill' 
telltgonce  of  the  Maltese,  if  they  could  arrange 
to  make  Malta  a  centre  for  all  the  ezaminatioiiB 
which  are  open  to  the  public  at  home." 

Their  Lordships  were  aware  that  Italian 
was  the  language  In  Malta  of  the  Law 
Courts,  of  the  Church,  and  of  commerce. 
There  was,  therefore,  little  inducement 
for  men  of  education  to  study  the  Englisli 
language.  If,  however,  the  public  ezB- 
miuations  were  within  their  reach,  it 
would  be  widely  different.  A  field  would 
be  opened  to  talent  and  diligence,  and 
the  youtb  of  Malta  would,  no  doubt, 
soon  be  found  in  honourable  oompetitioD 
with  other  British  subjects  for  appoint- 
ments in  the  Public  Service.  In  a  letter 
from  the  late  Governor  of  Malta  (Sir 
Arthur  Borton),  which  he  (Earl  De  Ia 
Warr)  had  permission  to  make  use  of, 
after  strongly  advocating  this  concession 
in  despatches  which  were  on  the  Table 
of  the  House,  were  these  words — 

"I  feel  certain  that,  if  it  can  be  done,  no 
maasuTo  will  be  more  likely  to  ftreogthen  the 
handa  of  my  successor  and  inoreaae  the  loyalty 
of  the  Maltass." 

These  words  represented  very  much  tbe 
views  of  the  noble  Earl  (tbe  Earl  of 
Kimberley),  who  was  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  in  the  year  1680.  In 
a  letter  from  the  Colonial  Office  to  the 
Civil  Service  Commissioa,  who  at  that 
time  expressed  an  unfavourable  opinion, 
it  was  stated — 

"Lord  Kimberlsy  would,  howsTST,  strongtr 
nrge  that  this  deciaion  shoiUd  be  raconaidarad. 
He  aUaches  cooaiduTable  importance  to  this 
meaanre,  both  aa  a  meaoa  of  facilitating  ths 
effjTta  of  the  Colonial  Qoveramant  to  promote 
ths  study  of  the  English  language  in  Malta, 

and  of  ittasbing  the  Maltese  U:  " 

enabling  them  to 

He(EarlDe  La  Warr]  wouldwishto  make 
these  words  his  own,  in  arging  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  to  consider  the  claims 
of  a  people  who,  as  British  subjects,  had 
never  swerved  from  their  loyalty  to  the 
British  Crown.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  the  British  Empire  was  a  wide- 
•preading  and  far-reaching  one,  and  it 
must  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  the^e 
)  British  subjects  in  distant  lands  as 
much  to  be  oared  for,  and  who  were  ai 


Maltese  to  this  country  by 
a  Her  Majeaty'a  Sorrii!*.'' 
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capable,  if  the  opportuDity  were  offered 
them,  of  Berria^  their  couDtry,  as  those 
who  were  livintr  in  this  great  Metropolis. 

ViBOouHT  ENFIELD,  as  Chief  Civil 
Service  CommiBsioner,  said,  he  wished 
to  stata  what  the  actioQ  of  the  Commis- 
Ron  had  been  in  the  importaDt  C|uestioQ 
to  whicb  the  noble  Earl  opposite  (£arl 
De  La  Warr)  had  called  attention.  In 
June,  1878,  the  Secretary  of  SUte  for 
the  Colonies  sent  to  the  Civil  Service 
CommiseioDers  a  despatch  from  the  Qo- 
vsTDor  of  Malta,  as  to  the  possibility  of 
Natives  of  that  place  being  admitted  to 
wmpete  for  appointments  in  the  Army, 
Navy,  or  Civil  Service  of  England  and 
India.  The  then  Secretaiy  of  State 
looked  favourably  on  the  idea  of  making 
Ualta  a  centre  of  examination,  as  the 
expense  of  a  journey  to  England  to 
attend  snoh  examinations  almost  acted 
■s  prohibitory  to  the  young  men  in  the 
island.  But,  on  the  3rd  of  August, 
the  CSvil  Service  Commissioners  replied 
that  they  oonaidered  the  difficulties  so 
great  aa  to  make  the  suggestion  im- 
practicable. The  anbjeot  was  re-opened 
in  18B0,  and  on  the  25th  of  October  his 
noble  Friend  (the  Earl  of  Kimberley), 
then  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
inclosed  to  the  Civil  Service  Commts- 
iioneis  the  copy  of  a  despatch  from 
Uajor  General  Fielding,  acting  Oo- 
Tsraor  of  Malta,  requesting  that  the 
matter  might  be  further  considered, 
urging  as  additional  reasons  that  the 
measure  would  bo — 

"  A  meuiB  of  fscilitatiiig  tbe  effoiti  of  the 
CdIohuI  (JoTenunent  to  promote  the  study  of 
the  Engli«b  IsnguHga  in  lUta,  and  of  atlacb- 
iag  th«  Mtdtew  to  this  coaotry  by  eoabliog 
Ibem  to  sntoT  Her  Mljeitj's  Serrice." 

On  the  19th  of  November  the  Oommis- 
■ionera  wrote  to  the  Director  Qeneral 
of  Military  Education  to  inquire  whe- 
ther hia  Boy&l  Highness  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief would  have  any  objec- 
tions to  the  candidates  for  the  Army 
nndergoing  their  preliminary  examina- 
tion at  Malta,  while  they  postponed  the 
qaestion  as  to  whether  tbe  "further 
Biamination"  could  be  held  there.  They 
were  informed  that  His  Boyal  Highness 
bad  no  objection.  On  the  15tb  of  De- 
oember  the  Commiesioners  addressed 
the  Treasury,  stating  that  they,  were 
oonsidering  whether  they  could  hold  at 
U&lta  "preliminary  examinations,"  and 
poisibly  from  time  to  time  a  competitive 
rumination   for  "  Clerkshipa   of  the 
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Lower  Division."  On  the  38th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1881,  his  noble  Friend  forwarded 
to  the  Commissiooere  an  inolosure  frem 
the  Governor  of  Malta,  General  Sir 
Arthur  Borton,  intimating  that  such  a 
concession  to  the  feelings  and  wishes  of 
tbe  inbabitanta  of  Malta  would  mate- 
rially facilitate  th«  adoption  of  certain 
educational  refonns  in  that  island,  which 
were  shortly  to  be  submitted  to  the 
Council.  On  February  23,  1881,  the 
Treasury,  in  reply  to  the  Gommiesionen, 
urged  the  objection  that,  if  thia  conces- 
sion were  made  to  Malta,  the  Commis- 
sioners would  in  time  be  obliged  to  bold 
simultaneous  examinations  in  every 
Dominion  of  the  Crown,  and  declined  to 
commit  itself  to  such  a  principle  without 
much  further  consideration.  On  Marah 
1 1 ,  in  reply  to  the  Treasury,  the  Oom- 
missioQcn  said  that  they  did  not  think 
the  precedent  would  prove  embarrasaing, 
as  they  had  declined  to  hold  auch  exa* 
mioations  in  India  and  in  Australia;  the 
distinction,  in  their  view,  lay  in  the 
remoteness  of  the  country,  and  each  case 
should  be  decided  on  its  merits.  The 
CommissioBflN  also  expreased  their  will- 
ingness to  hold  the  following  examina- 
tions in  Malta : — [a)  Preliminary  exa- 
minations for  Array;  (i)  Preliminary 
examinations  for  Class  1 ;  (c)  Examioa- 
tione  for  registration  as  copyists;  (i^) 
Competitions  for  men  clerks,  Xjower 
Division.  On  tbe  28th  of  March  the 
Treasury,  in  their  reply,  oSered  no  ob- 
jection to  the  preliminary  examinationa 
being  held  in  Malta,  but  again  declined 
to  sanction  the  examinations  for  tem- 
porary copyists  and  the  Lower  Division. 
This  decision  of  the  Treasury  was  com- 
municated to  the  Colonial  Office  by  tbe 
Civil  Service  Commissioners.  On  the 
'24tb  of  May  the  Colonial  Office  sent  to 
the  Civil  Service  Commissioners  a  copy 
of  a  despatch  from  the  Governor  oif 
Malta,  urging  a  reconeideiation  of  their 
decision,  in  which  it  was  pointed  out 
that  the  boon  of  holding  preliminary 
examinationa  only  in  Malta  would  be 
but  a  very  slight  advantage,  as  the 
Maltese  could  hardly  meet  the  great 
expenses  of  coming  to  thia  country  for 
tbe  open  competition.  Correspondence 
on  the  subject  had  since  remained  in 
abeyance.  The  Civil  Service  Commis- 
sioners in  the  meantime  agreed  to  hold 
examinations  for  engineer  students  at 
Malta ;  but  the  arrangement  had  not 
been  carried  out.    But  during  the  laat 
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few  fears,  examinationa  bad  been  held 
on  the  island  for  entrance  into  the 
Fencible  Artillery,  and  for  certain  ap- 
pointments in  the  dockyards  and  mili- 
tary prisons.  He  could  not  help  hoping, 
however,  that  in  the  course  of  time  the 
difficulties  mif^ht  be  smoothed  an-ay ; 
sod,  so  far  as  the  Civil  Service  Commis- 
sioners were  concerned,  they  would  he 
glad  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  the  Colo- 
nial Office  in  carrying  out  the  laudable 
object  of  the  noble  Earl  opposite.  He 
entirely  agreed  that  the  subject  was  one 
of  great  interest ;  and  if  a  concession 
could  be  made  it  would  be  of  the  very 
greatest  importance. 

The  under  SECRETARY  07 
STATE  FOK  THB  COLONIES  (The  Earl 
of  Dunraten)  said,  that  with  the  re- 
marks of  the  noble  Earl  who  bad 
brought  this  matter  forward  (Earl  De  La 
Warr)  be  almost  entirely  agreed.  The 
noble  Earl  bad  laid  great  stress  upon 
the  importance  to  us  of  Malta;  but  it 
was  not  necessary,  or  indeed  possible, 
for  bim  to  say  anything  on  that  point, 
because  be  was  sure  that  Her  Majesty's 
Ooyernment,  in  considering  tbe  possi- 
bility of  granting  any  privilege  to  any 
of  the  Colonies  or  Dependencies  of  this 
country,  would  judge  of  the  matter 
solely  on  its  merits,  and  not  with  any 
reference  whatever  to  the  relative  im- 
portance of  the  Colonies  to  this  country. 
He  thought  that  the  question  was  more 
difficult  and  more  complicated  than  tbe 
noble  Earl  supposed.  The  noble  Earl 
had  very  wisely  confined  his  observa- 
tions to  the  case  of  Malta ;  but  it  was 
impossible  not  to  consider  the  question 
with  reference  to -tbe  case  of  other  Colo- 
nies and  Dependencies  also ;  and,  as 
regarded  tbe  more  distant  Colonies, 
difficulties  existed  which,  he  must  say. 
appeared  to  him  to  be  insuperable.  He 
did  not  see  howpt'ed  toea  examiualions 
could  be  carried  on  in  different  centres 
of  examination  without  danger  of  gross 
injustice.  In  the  case  of  examinalionB 
conducted  on  paper,  it  was,  of  course, 
different;  but,  in  that  respect  also,  diffi- 
culties arose  which  seemed  to  him  to  be 
almost  insuperable  with  regard  to  their 
more  distant  Colonies,  because  it  was 
obvious  that  a  delay  of  many  days,  and 
even  weeks,  in  receiving  the  eiominalion 
papers  at  home  would  be  attended  with 
great  inconvenience,  hardship  to  candi- 
dates, and  possible  injustice.  But  these 
objeotions  did  not  apply  to  the  aame 
Vmmmt  Enfittd 


extent  to  the  Dependency  with  which 
the  noble  Earl  had  cluefly  dealt  — 
namely,  Malta.  As  far  as  the  vied  toet 
examination  went,  the  objection,  of 
course,  applied  equally  to  both  cases ; 
but  as  regarded  the  examination  con- 
ducted entirely  on  paper,  tbe  objection 
did  not  apply  to  the  same  extent  in  the 
case  of  Sialta,  which  lay  at  a  distance 
of  four  or  five  days  from  London.  For 
himself,  he  might  say  that  he  believed 
that  very  sound  arguments  could  b 
dueed  in  favour  of  making  a  d'~ 
between  Malta  and  other  Colonies.  He 
did  not  think,  however,  that  he  need  go 
into  that  question  now.  There  was  a 
difierence  between  great  self-governing 
Colonies  and  a  small  Dependency  such 
as  Malta.  There  was  no  outlet  at  ell  in 
Malta  for  the  energies  of  the  people. 
They  were  very  poor  as  a  rule,  and  could 
not  afford  tbe  expense  of  coining  to  this 
country.  There  was  a  very  large  popu- 
lation, and  a  very  small  area  upon 
which  they  could  be  supported.  It  was 
quite  obvious,  and  it  was  most  impor- 
tant, therefore,  that  they  should  have  s 
fair  opportunity  of  obtaining  employ- 
ment in  the  Civil  Service,  as  well  as  in 
the  Army  and  Navy.  He  saw  a  great 
deal  of  weight  in  the  arguments  which 
the  noble  Earl  had  brought  forward, 
and,  personally,  he  hoped  that  the  diffi- 
culties which  stood  in  the  way  might  be 
got  over.  The  question  was  one  which 
had  been  before  the  Colonial  Office  on  a 
great  many  occasions.  It  had  always 
been  pressed  forward  by  that  Depart- 
ment,'and  he  could  certainly  undertake 
to  say  that  tbe  Office  which  he  had  the 
honour  to  represent  in  their  Lordships' 
House  would  continue  to  press  the  matter 
on  the  attention  of  other  Departments 
that  had  to  deal  with  it.  in  the  hope  that 
many  of  the  difBculties  which  stood  in 
the  way  might  possibly  be  overcome. 
More  than  that  he  was  unable,  at  tbe 
present  moment,  to  state.  The  matter 
was,  no  doubt,  ono  of  very  considerable 
importance;  but  he  was  sure  that  the 
noble  Earl  and  their  Lordships  gene- 
rally would  see  that  it  was  impossible 
that  the  Qovemment  could  yet  have  had 
time  to  attend  to  it.  He  was  very  much 
obliged  to  the  noble  Earl  for  having 
brought  the  matter  forward,  and  to  the 
noble  Viscount  opposite  (Viscount  En- 
Geld)  for  having  stated  authoritatively 
the  views  of  the  Civil  Service  Commis- 
sioners.    He  (the  Earl  of  Dnnraven) 
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could  odIj  fuj  that  the  Oolonial  Office 
would  Dot  lose  sight  gf  the  matter,  in 
the  hope  that  at  sume  future  time  Her 
UajeBtj'a  QoTarnment  might  be  abla  to 
come  to  some  concluHion  oa  the  subject. 
LoKD  EMLY  Baid,  he  hoped  the 
natter  would  be  pressed  forward  with 
u  little  delay  oa  possible. 

PAELIAMEST  —  PALACE  OF  WEST- 
jnMSTER— HOUSE  OF  L0HD8-THE 
FRESCOES  IN  THE  PEERS'  EOBINO 
BOOH. 

QnSTIOS.      OBSEKTATIOXa. 

LobdLAUINGTON  ashed  HerMa- 
jwtj's  Goveroment,  What  steps  they 
intend  to  take  to  complete  the  frescoes 
in  the  RobiDg  Boom  of  the  House  of 
Lords  ?  All  wbo  bad  visited  that  room 
mn^t  have  been  struck  with  admiration 
for  the  works  of  Art  there  painted  by 
Mr.  Herbert.  B.A.  The  best  judges  of 
Art  Lad  classed  them  among  the  most 
lemarkablB  paintings  ever  produced; 
and  yet  the  eeries  was  left  ancompleted. 
Some  SO  years  ago  it  was  understood 
that  the  room  was  to  be  finished,  and 
that  a  complete  series  of  pictures  was  to 
be  executed  by  Mr.  Herbert.  In  the 
case  of  one  cf  them — "Moses  coming 
down  from  the  Mount " — Mr.  Herbert 
wu  very  shamefully  treated.  The  can- 
rai  was  actually  painted  twice.  Mr. 
Herbert,  having  undertaken  to  paint 
this  series,  refused  a  number  of  Conti- 
nental engagements.  Bearing  these 
facts  in  mind,  he  thought  the  time  had 
now  come  when  tbeir  Lordships  should 
make  up  their  minds  what  was  to  be 

T^i  CHAIEMAN  of  COMMITTEES 
(The  Earl  of  Bedesdale)  said,  that  this 
nitter  had  been  before  their  Lordships' 
House  on  several  occasions.  After  the 
careful  consideration  given  by  Mr.  Her- 
bert to  the  subjects  of  his  pictures,  and 
the  enormous  amount  of  time  he  had 
■^Dt  in  their  design,  it  would  be  obvi- 
onsly  unfair  to  intrust  the  work  to  other 
hands. 

Lord  MOUNT-TEMPLE  said,  only 
one  part  of  the  scheme  of  decoration 
for  the  Palace  of  Westminster,  recom- 
mended  by  the  Fine  Arts  Commission 
under  the  direction  of  the  Prince  Con- 
*ort,  remained  uncompleted.  In  this 
Hoasc,  events  appertaining  to  Boyalty 
were  depicted,  in  the  Boyal  Gallery, 
the  greatest  victories  by  sea  and  land. 
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In  the  Corridor,  the  struggles  between 
Charles  I.  and  his  Parliament.  In  the 
Queen's  Bobing  Boom,  the  legends  of 
King  Arthur.  In  the  Upper  Hall,  illus- 
Irations  of  the  greatest  English  Poems. 
But  the  one  Chamber  which  wae  devoted 
to  Eeligioua  Art  was  the  only  one  that 
remained  incomplete.  It  was  used  as 
the  Judicial  Court  of  the  Chairman  of 
Committees.  In  the  Central  Panel  was 
the  giving  of  the  law  by  Moses,  the 
most  consummate  and  admired  work  of 
the  whole  decoration,  and  universally 
recognized  as  a  great  achievement  in 
design  and  colour  and  impressive  power. 
It  produced  a  vivid  realization  of  that 
great  event.  On  one  side  was  the  Judg- 
ment of  Daniel,  and  on  the  two  remain- 
ing sides  only  blank  spaces.  That  left 
the  room  lop-sided  and  ill-balanced. 
Mr.  Herbert's  claim  to  complete  the 
decoration,  whenever  a  Vote  should  be 
taken  for  it,  could  not  be  overlooked. 
Ho  bad  epent  precious  years  in  study- 
ing and  preparing  for  the  remaining 
subjects  of  the  Judgment  of  Solomon 
and  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount.  At 
least,  compensation  would  be  due  to 
htm  for  the  labour  and  thought  he  bad 
expended  in  the  execution  entrusted  to 
him  by  the  Fine  Arts  Commission. 

LoBD  FITZGEBALD  said,  he  felt 
bound  to  express  his  great  sympathy 
with  Mr.  Herbert,  who  had  practically 
for  years  past  abandoned  his  profession 
and  its  profits,  and  given  up  his  whole 
mind  to  the  completion  of  the  great 
works  which  he  had  so  ably  commenced. 
The  first  of  the  series,  "The  Descent  of 
Moses  from  Mount  Sinai,"  had,  at  the 
time,  been  pronounced  to  be  the  greatest 
of  modern  pictures.  He  hoped  that  the 
great  artist  would  not  now  be  thrown 
over,  but  would  be  allowed  to  complete 
the  work  he  had  undertaken. 

LoED  HENNIKEE,  on  behalf  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  said,  that  their 
Lordships  were  aware  that  that  was  not 
the  first  time  that  subject  had  been 
discussed  in  that  House;  and  in  order 
to  make  his  reply  complete  he  must 
refer  to  the  debate  of  July  27,  1883,  or 
rather  to  the  reply  given  at  the  time 
for  the  Government  by  his  noble  Friend 
(Lord  Thurlow).  It  appeared  that  in 
1850  the  Fine  Art  Commissioners  en- 
tered into  an  agreement  with  Mr.  Her- 
bert to  paint  nine  pictures  for  their 
Lordships'  House  for  the  sum  of  £9,000, 
vhioh  were  to  be  completed  in  not  less 
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tban  10  years  after  tbe  Bobin^  Boom, 
where  the  pictures  were  to  be  painted, 
was  ready  for  Mr.  Herbert  to  work  in. 
The  room  was  not  ready  till  1B58,  and 
in  1864,  when  one  of  the  finest  pictures 
in  the  House,  the  magnificent  picture 
of  "Mosea  ooming  down  from  Mount 
8inai,"  was  finished,  Mr.  Herbert  asked 
that  the  question  of  the  amount  of  his 
remuneration  should  be  reconsidered, 
on  tbe  ground  that  the  system  he 
had  been  compelled  to  adopt  —  the 
"  wateT-elaBS  "  process  for  fresco-paint- 
ing— had  proved  a  failure— caused  a 
great  deal  more  labour,  and  involved  tbe 
expenditure  of  a  great  deal  more  time, 
while  tbe  actual  cost  was  a  great  deal 
more  tban  was  originally  thought  of. 
With  respect  to  tbe  remarks  made  by 
the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Lamington),  he 
(Lord  Henniker)  believed  the  late  Prince 
Consort  did  favour  this  process  as  the 
bast  to  be  adopted  ;  but  he  was  not 
aware  that  His  Eoyal  Highness  in  any 
way  unduly  pressed  it  upon  Mr.  Her- 
bert. The  question  of  the  original 
agreement  witb  the  Fine  Arts  Cora- 
missiooers  was  .then  referred  to  tbe 
Treasury  by  the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works,  wbobad  at  that  time  superseded 
the  Commission,  and  the  Treasury  or- 
dered an  inquiry  into  the  matter.  Tbe 
result  of  that  inquiry  was  that  tbe  sum 
of  £3,000  was  paid  to  Mr.  Herbert,  in 
addition  to  tbe  £2,000  already  paid  him. 
for  the  picture  of  Moses.  In  1666 
another  agreement  was  made  with  Mr. 
Herbert  tocomplete  the  picture  of  "The 
Judgment  of  Daniel "  in  three  and  a 
half  years.  Tbe  sum  to  be  paid  was 
£4,000,  and  the  picture  was  to  be 
banded  over  to  tiie  First  Com  mi  s- 
sioner  of  Works  in  1869,  tbe  agreement 
having  been  made  early  in  1866.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  Mr.  Herbert  did  not  hand 
it  over  to  the  First  Commissioner  by 
that  time,  and  it  was  not  banded  over 
to  him  in  a  finished  state  till  1880, 
although  he  was  very  much  preesed  to 
complete  the  work.  He  might  add  that 
the  original  agreement  of  1850  for  the 
niuepiotuiea  was  cancelled  by  a  Treasury 
Letter  in  1866,  and  Mr.  Herbert  then 
oame  to  a  dibtinct  understanding  that  be 
had  no  further  ol^m  on  the  Government 
nnleaa  the  other  pictures  proposed  were 

Sroceeded  witb  under  a  fresh  contract. 
In  consideration  of  these  facts  in  1883, 
the  then  First  Commissioner  of  Works 
came  to  the  oondusion  that  he  could  not 
Lord  Smnihr 


hold  out  any  hope  whatever,  or  give 
any  assurance  that  the  request  of  Mr. 
Herbert  to  be  allowed  to  finish  the 
series  of  nine  pictures  would  be  acceded 
to,  for  tbe  water-glass  system  was  much 
more  costly  than  the  first  proposal  of 
fresco-painting,  andcaused  an  indefinite 
amount  of  delay.  There  was  do  one, 
either  inside  or  outside  the  House,  who 
appreciated  more  fully  tban  his  right 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Plunket)  the  many 
merits  of  Mr.  Herbert's  paintings ; 
paintings  which  had  been  justly  praised 
in  his  own  generation,  and  would  cer- 
tainly carry  bis  name  down  to  posterity 
as  one  of  the  greatest  painters  of  the 
day.  ["Hear,  bear!""]  He  was  sure 
their  Lordships  would  agree  with  him 
in  this  expression  of  opinion.  Never- 
theless, after  the  mostcareful  considera- 
tion on  the  part  of  tbe  First  Commis- 
sioner  (Mr.  Plunket),  he  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  there  was  no  reason  to 
alter  tbe  decision  of  his  Predecessor  in 
1883,  not  to  call  upon  Mr.  Herbert  to 
execute  bis  original  designs.  Witb  ro- 
(rard  to  the  finishing  of  tbe  Bobing 
Boom,  he  was  not  aware  that  any 
scheme  had  been  put  forward,  or  any 
estimate  made,  for  completing  it ;  but  if 
the  noble  Lord  chose  to  put  a  Ques- 
tion at  the  beginning  of  next  Sesaion, 
no  doubt  the  Cnief  Commissioner  would 
be  able  to  give  an  answer. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TBEA- 
SUBr  (The  Earl  of  Iddesleioh)  said, 
be  wished  to  say  a  few  words  of  an  un- 
official character,  for  tbe  official  answer 
had  been  given  by  bis  noble  Friend 
(Lord  Henniker),  who  bad  just  spoken 
on  behalf  of  the  Department  which  was 
responsible  in  this  matter.  As  a  per- 
sonal friend  of  Mr.  Herbert  for  more 
than  40  years,  and  as  one  who  had  had 
opportunity  of  knowing  well  the  work 
had  done,  he  (tbe  Earl  of  Iddesleigh) 
wished  to  make  one  observation  witb  re- 
gard to  the  references  which  bad  been 
made  to  the  length  of  time  taken  by  Mr. 
Herbert  in  the  accomplishment  of  his 
work,  ^^^en  Mr.  Herbert  undertook 
this  work,  it  should  be  remembered  that 
fresco -pain  ting  was  almost  a  lost  art  in 
this  country ;  and  Mr.  Herbert's  under* 
taking  created  a  great  deal  of  sym- 
pathy, a  great  deal  of  expectation,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  a  great  deal  of  very 
natural  criticism.  Their  Lordships  were 
aware  that  Mr.  Herbert  was  frequently 
obliged  to  lay  aside  the  work  which  he 
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might  otherwise  have  prosecuted  on 
acoouDt  of  unforeseen  difficulties,  and 
qneatioiiB  that  had  to  be  solved — for  in- 
stance, the  qaestion  with  regard  to 
water-glass  painting.  If  Mr.  Herbert 
leemed  a  long  time  in  completing  the 
work  be  had  undertaken,  Ulo  circum- 
stanoes  must  be  taken  more  full;  into 
conudBratioD.  He  rose  for  the  purpose 
of  expressing  hia  own  sympathy  and  ad- 
miratioQ  for  the  (j^reat  work  Mr.  Herbert 
had  dona  in  roTiTing  what  was  supposed 
to  be  a  lost  art  among  us.  Mr.  Herbert 
hid  made  himself  a  reputation  which 
wonid  last  aa  long  aa  that  building  en- 
dnred,  and  a  name  which  would  be  im- 
morttilized  in  the  history  of  painting. 
Whatever  disappointment  Mr.  Herbert 
might  feel,  no  doubt  the  sympathy  and 
idmiration  they  all  felt  for  him  would 
be  some  compensation  to  bim.  "While 
not  wishing  to  interfere  with  the  de- 
dsion  of  the  Office  of  Works,  he  would 
OdIt  say  that  the  matter  was  one  which, 
aader  any  ciroumstauces,  and  more  espe- 
ciallyin  die  peculiar  cironmatances  under 
whii^  Ur.  Herbert  completed  bis  work, 
ihonld  be  treated  with  the  greatest  con- 
nderation. 

Lord  E&ILY  said,  he  deeply  regretted 
Uiat  Hr.  Herbert  was  not  permitted  to 
eomplete  the  frescoes,  a  work  which 
ctllMi  forth  the  admiration  of  the  world. 
He  (Lord  Emly)  should  be  very  much 
nuprisedif  the  unanimone  wish  of  their 
Lordships  waa  not  to  condemn  the  gross 
injutioe  that  had  been  done. 

DEraSCES   OF    THE  EMPIEE-ABMA- 
MENTS  AND  MUNITIONS  OF  WAR. 

QITEanOK.      OBSEBTATIOITS. 

LoiD  NAPIER  OF  MAQDALA,  in 
rinng  to  ask  Her  Majesty's  Govem- 
mnt.  Whether  it  would  not  be  desirable 
to  coDTene  a  Boyal  Commiesion  to  con- 
ader  the  present  condition  of  the  arma- 
■nents  and  munitions  ofwar  in  the  United 
Kingdom  and  the  Colonies,  and  what 
additions  to  them  are  necessary  to  meet 
u;  emergency  or  hostile  combination  ? 
•■id,  that  taking  into  consideration  the 
tnsUDess  of  their  Military  Force,  and 
the  extent  of  the  Empire  it  was  called  on 
to  defsnd,  it  was  imperative  that  they 
ikoold  be  supplied  with  the  very  beet 
weapon.  Therefore,  he  had  bean  im- 
preiaed  for  a  considerable  time  with  the 
fesUng  that  the  proposal  which  he  now 
presented  for  the  consideration  of  their 


Lordships  and  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment was  necessary,  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain if  there  were  deficiencies  in  our 
military  armaments  and  munitions  of 
war;  and,  if  so,  that  they  might  be 
brought  to  notice  and  remedied.  There 
had  been  a  feeling  that  our  military 
stores  bad  been  allowed  during  the  last 
sir  years  to  fall  below  a  sound  level. 
First  among  present  demands  stood  the 
Artillery.  The  increased  activity  in  the 
Navy,  stimulated  by  the  national  de- 
mand, would  require  increased  activity 
in  the  gun  factories  to  supply  the  artil- 
lety  for  the  new  ships,  and  especially  to 
supply  the  carriages  for   which  heavy 

guns  had  too  often  had  io  wait.  The 
olonial  ports  and  coaling  stations,  in 
addition  to  our  home  coast  defences, 
made  a  heavy  demand  for  guns  of 
position.  The  newly- awakened  con- 
scionaneas  of  national  weakness  on  our 
coasts  would  lead  to  much  self-help  ;  but 
in  the  matter  of  weapons  the  State  must 
assist.  No  one  who  bad  observed  the 
working  in  battery  of  heavy  muzzle- 
loading  guns  could  hesitate  to  demand 
breech-loaders ;  and  the  above  conside- 
rations led  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
would  be  better  to  enlarge  our  Govern- 
ment manufactories  for  the  oonstruc- 
tion  of  guns  and  gun  carriages,  and 
our  small-arm  and  gunpowder  factories 
for  fabricating  materials  on  which  we 
could  thoroughly  rely,  than  to  be  greatly 
dependent  on  external  aid  \  and,  also, 
for  our  Field  Artillery,  we  must  correct 
the  error  committed  some  Id  or  16  years 
ago  in  rejecting  breech-loaders.  The  new 
field  gun,  which  had  been  eo  highly 
approved,  had  to  be  supplied  to  a  large 
part  of  the  Artillery  Forces.  He  under- 
stood, also,  that  a  new  rifie  had  been 
approved  after  the  severest  tests.  Whe- 
ther that  weapon  was  to  be  adopted  into 
the  Service,  or  whether  we  should  re- 
tain the  Martini- Henry,  a  considerable 
Strain  must  be  put  on  our  small-arm 
manufactories  to  maintain  the  supply 
for  our  Regular  Army,  and  for  the  Re- 
serve and  Auxiliary  Forces.  It  might 
bo  said  that  the  requirements  of  the 
arsenals  and  manufactories  could  be  well 
represented  by  the  Departmental  officers, 
who  must  know  better  than  anyone  else 
their  own  ^ants.  In  submitting  those 
observations  he  (Lord  Napier)  was  very 
far  from  implying  any  want  of  efficiency 
in  the  officers  at  the  head  of  the  Ord- 
nance  Department.     On  the  contrary, 
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be  vaa  impressed  with  the  great  ability 
of  these  officers,  more  especially  of  the 
Director  General,  Ueneral  Aldereon ; 
but  his  duties  vere  enormous,  and  it 
waa  difficult  for  a  Departmental  officer 
to  initiate  anj  considerable  increase  to 
his  establishment.  He  could  not  move 
independently,  being  only  able  to  act 
to  the  extent  of  what  was  supplied  him. 
If  he  made  recommendations  he  was 
apt  to  be  regarded  as  overrating  the 
wants  of  his  particular  Department. 
His  opinions  would  be  listened  to  with 
more  attention  if  they  were  confirmed 
by  the  voics  of  an  impartial  Commiaeion. 
He  did  not  think  it  convenient  to  bring 
the  subject  forward  when  there  appeared 
a  prospect  of  a  disturbance  of  the  peftce- 
ful  relations  between  Oreat  Britain  and 
some  other  countries.  It  was  not  at 
Buch  a  time  that  we  should  begin  to 
make  new  weapons  and  new  machinery; 
it  was  the  time  to  turn  to  account  the 
best  weapons  we  poaseesed.  But  now, 
when  there  appeared  no  such  strain  or 
aerera  tension,  it  seemed  the  right  and 
fitting  time  to  put  our  house  in  order, 
and  to  proceed  calmly  and  deliberately  to 
oorreot  anydeficisnciesratherthantowait 
for  a  time  of  danger,  and  then  to  hurry 
into  contracts  and  preparations,  which 
were  more  costly  than  in  ordinary  times, 
and  were  too  often  not  completed  in  time 
for  the  oocasion.  The  noble  and  gallant 
Lord  concluded  by  asking  the  Question 
of  which  he  had  given  Notice. 

The  Earl  of  WEMYSS  said,  that 
he  had  a  Motion  down  on  the  Paper 
for  to-mortow  with  respect  to  the  new 
arm ;  but  probably  it  would  be  con- 
venient if  he  were,  on  this  occasion, 
allowed  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  the 
subject  which  his  noble  and  gallant 
Friend  had  brought  before  them.  His 
noble  and  gallant  Friend  had  done  good 
service  in  calling  attention  to  our  want 
of  stores  and  efficient  guns,  and  he  had 
not  done  so  without  ample  grounds. 
His  noble  and  gallant  Friend  recom- 
mended a  Oommiseion  ;  but  much  good 
could  hardly  come  of  that,  because,  for 
many  years  past,  there  had  been  a  per- 
petual aeries  of  Committees  and  Com- 
missions. There  was  hardly  a  room  in 
the  War  Office  in  which  a  War  Office 
Commission  had  not  sat  at  some  time  or 
other,  and  nothing  came  of  them  all. 
Another  Commiuion  would  only  lead  to 
the  same  result.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
Commissions  served  only  as  a  screen  to 
Lori  Napier  of  Magdala 
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enable  a  Government  not  to  do  what 
they  ought  to  do,  and  to  shield  thosft 
who  ought  to  have  done  their  daty 
without  necessitating  an  inquiry  as  to 
why  they  did  not.  He  would  wish  to 
have  a  Betum  of  our  stores  and  guns. 
The  Qovernment  might  not  wish  to  give 
such  a  Keturn  ;  but  they  might  be  sura 
that  foreign  nations  knew  the  slate  of 
our  stores  and  guns  very  well.  None 
knew  better  than  bis  noble  Friend  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Vis- 
count Bury)  the  deficiency  of  our  supply 
of  guns,  and  it  was  also  notorious  that 
our  stock  of  small  arms  was  very  far 
from  what  it  ought  to  be;  and  it  waa 
essential  for  the  proper  defence  of  the 
country  that  we  should  be  well  supported, 
with  guns,  both  large  and  small.  The 
Militia  and  Tolunteers  were  shortly  to 
be  armed  with  the  Martini-Henry ;  and, 
when  that  was  done,  he  would  like  to 
know  how  many  were  in  store?  He 
believed  the  amount  would  be  very 
small;  at  any  rate,  not  approaching 
what  a  nation  like  ours  ought  to  have. 
It  should  be  remembered  that  in  the 
French  War  arms  were  taken  by  han- 
dreds  and  thousands  at  a  time.  He  be- 
lieved that  about  3,000  a- week  was  all 
we  could  turn  iiut.  It  was  notorious 
that  the  40-pounder  was  now  inferior  to 
the  12-pounder  and  the  16-pounder,  and 
steps  ought  to  be  taken  to  improve  it. 
He  pointed  out  last  year  that  our  pre- 
sent rifie  at  2,000  yards  made  excellent 
practice,  and  it  would  be  better  to  try 
and  improve  it  than  to  have  an  entirely 
new  weapon  which  would  necessitate  a 
break  of  gauge.  The  fact  was,  each 
Party  as  it  came  into  Office  tried  to  cut 
down  expenditure,  in  order  to  make  a 
good  show  with  the  Budget  That  was 
the  real  reason  why  the  armaments  of 
the  country  were  in  theit  present  condi- 
tion. He  should  like  to  asK  what  coorsa 
the  Government  intended  to  take  with 
reference  to  the  new  arm  ? 

Loan  ELLENBOROUQH  said,  he 
hoped  that,  if  the  Commission  was  ap- 
pointed, it  would  be  an  independent 
body.  Had  those  who  were  responsible 
for  these  matters  spoken  out  in  the  way 
they  ought  to  have  done,  our  Army 
would  not  now  be  in  the  position  io 
which  it  was.  It  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary, if  information  was  to  be  son^bt, 
that  it  should  be  from  those  who  were 
hard-working  soldiers,  whose  merits 
were  too  often  ovsrlooked,  and  not  from 
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tboM  aoldier  politiciens  who  had  con- 
■taotlj  held  Staff  appointmenta,  and 
vbo  had  never  for  an  hour  commanded 
a  regiment.  It  was  absolute!;  neces- 
«U7  that  something  was  done,  for  the 
Ann;  had  not  been  in  the  state  in  which 
it  oDght  to  have  been  as  regarded  its 
armament,  and  various  other  important 
particuIarH,  for  upwards  of  26  jears. 

Tee  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  loa  WAR  (Viaoount  Bory) 
Mtd,  that  no  one  could  bring  this  sub- 
ject forward  with  greater  force  than  the 
noble  and  gallant  Lord  who  introduced 
it  (Lord  Napier  of  Afagdala).  The 
Hoble  Earl  who  followed  him  (the  Earl 
of  WemjBs)  spoke  of  the  re-armament 
of  the  Army  with  a  particular  rifle ; 
ud,  for  the  sake  of  clearness,  he  [Vis- 
oomit  Bury)  would  dispose  of  that  ques- 
tion fint,  and  then  address  himself  to 
the  remarks  of  the  noble  and  gallant 
field  Marshal.  The  noble  Earl  was 
himself  a  Uember  of  the  Committee 
which  sat  to  consider  the  subject  of  a 
change  of  rifle  for  the  Army.  That 
Committee  reported  mainly  and  gene- 
rally in  favour  of  an  improved  arm. 
^e  matter,  when  the  late  Oovemment 
left  Office,  appeared  ripe  for  settlement ; 
bnt  it  had  not  been  settled.  It.  there- 
fore, devolved  upon  the  present  Govern- 
ne&t  to  decide  what  should  be  done. 
Hiaright  hon.  Friend  at  the  head  of  the 
War  Office  could  not  take  any  decision 
of  his  Predecessors,  but  felt  it  his  duly 
to  examine  the  matter  for  himself;  and, 
ilthongh  there  was  a  considerable  con- 
WQiua  of  opinion  among  military  experts 
u  to  the  advantage  of  having  an  im- 
poved  weapon  for  the  rank  and  file  of 
lie  Army,  that  question  had  not  yet 
been  decided  upon.  The  noble  Lord  on 
bis  right  (Lord  EUenborough)  had  stated 
that  the  evidence  of  working  soldiers 
■hoald  be  taken  on  this  matter.  Ke 
(Vieconnt  Bury)  was  quite  in  accord 
*ith  the  Qoble  Lord  on  that  point ;  and 
he  might  say  that  tt  was  the  very  course 
which  his  right  hon.  Friend  at  the  head 
rf  the  War  Office  was  about  to  adopt. 
vith  regard  to 
I  had  been  to-day 
pven  into  the  bands  of  a  small  Com- 
miuae,  over  which  an  officer  well  known 
to  their  Lordships'  House  would  pre- 
side, Colonel  Philip  Smith.  A  more 
practicalsoldier  than  Colonel  Smith  oould 
■ot  be  fonnd.  With  him  would  be  asso- 
cuted  a  couple  more  practical  soldiers. 


th»  Empire. 


The  Papers  and  evidence  n 
this  obangs  of  rifle  bad 


He  did  not,  of  course,  know  what  that 
Committee  would  decide ;  but.  whatever 
it  was,  it  would  only  be  in  the  way  of 
advice  to  the  head  of  the  War  Office, 
who,  after  the  Committee  had  reported, 
would  form  his  own  judgment  upon  the 
subject.  That  was  the  state  of  the  case 
with  regard  to  the  re-armament  of  the 
troops  with  the  new  breecb-loading 
rifle.  He  would  now  come  to  the  some- 
what larger  question  raised  by  the 
noble  and  gallant  Field  Marshal.  The 
condition  of  the  armaments  and  muni- 
tions of  war  had  already  occupied  the 
serious  attention  of  the  Government. 
They  found  that  their  Predeoessots  had 
come  to  recognize  the  necessity  for  im- 
proved guns,  and  for  a  remedy  in  the 
matter  of  the  deficiency  of  stores.  He 
(Viscount  Bury)  was  not  there  to  say 
that  the  armaments  were  or  were  not  in 
a  sati^actory  state ;  but  he  merely  said 
that  the  matter  had  occupied  the  serious 
attention  of  the  Government;  that  some- 
thing bad  already  been  done  in  the  time 
of  ttieir  Predecessors ;  that  more  was 
now  being  done  by  the  present  Govern- 
ment; and  that  they  hoped  to  arrive  at 
a  satisfactory  conclusion.  He  should 
like  to  give  a  general  statement  as  to 
what  had  occurred.  The  following  was 
the  provision  that  was  beingmade  during 
the  year  oa  account  of  the  Naval  and 
Submarine  Mining  Services.  The  normal 
Yote  amounted  to  £2,227,000,  and  the 
Vote  of  Credit  to  £2,360,000— making 
an  available  sum  of  £4,687,000.  Of 
that,  £2,227,000  was  due  to  the  normal 
Yote  and  £2,360,000  to  the  Tote  of 
Credit.  Of  the  latter  sum,  there  was 
due  to  Egypt  £800,000 ;  this  left 
£1,560,000;  and  there  was  due  to  the 
Navy  £560,000,  which  left  £1,000,000 
available.  There  were  sundry  schemes 
for  the  supply  and  increase  of  arma- 
ments, which  were  provided  for  out  of 
that  £1.000,000  to  the  amount  of 
£465,000,  and  that  left  of  the  Vote  of 
Credit  and  the  ordinary  Estimates  to- 
gether about  £500,000.  That  £500,000 
would  be  allocated  as  follows :  —  Ex- 
pended oa  rifles,  which  would  bo  re- 
covered on  repayments,  £100,000  ;  small 
arms  ammunition  beyond  previous  pro- 
gramme, £100,000;  acceleration  of  guns 
for  land  and  sea  servioes,  £120,000;  ad- 
ditional torpedoes  for  Navy  and  plant 
for  increased  manufacture,  £65,000, 
which  was  far  in  advance  of  former 
years ;  making  good  loss  on  approptia- 

C.oo^lc 


Wattrworkt  Chutei  Aet         {LORDS]     •  '  {\M1)  Amendtntni BiU.         2* 


23 

tionsin  aid,  £30,000;  and  these  itemB, 
with  £45,000  for  tQurgin,  account  for 
the  £500,000.  It  would  be  seen  that 
Terj  couBiderable  advance  had  been 
made  this  year  in  the  provision  for 
stores,  for  ammunition,  and  for  guns. 
He  did  not  Eay  that  we  were  in  a  satis- 
factory position ;  but  ho  did  say  that  we 
were  progressing  towards  that  poaition. 
His  right  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  had  by  no  means  lost 
sight  of  the  importance  of  the  subject, 
which  had  been  before  him  ever  since 
he  entered  upon  his  Office.  This  appro- 
priation of  £500,000  for  increased  arma- 
ments would  leaTe  to  be  provided  nest 
year  the  sum  of  £250,000  for  a  further 
reserve  of  stores,  and  that  would  not 
exhaust  the  demands  upon  the  Trea- 
sury, for  there  would  probably  be  in 
future  years  a  permanent  addition  of 
£150,000  on  account  of  these  extra 
stores.  As  to  Field  Artillery,  he  was  not 
able  to  quote  from  the  Beport  he  had  in 
his  band,  because  it  had  not  yet  been 
laid  on  the  Table;  but  of  Field  Artillery 
ve  had  a  very  considerable  provision, 
and  we  had  enough  to  send  a  consider- 
able number  of  guns  to  India  if  they 
vere  required.  As  to  40-pounder  guns, 
there  was  a  40-poundor  which  was  new 
and  which  was  a  breech-loader — it  was 
a  gun  of  very  great  power  and  accuracy 
— and  of  that  we  had  a  considerable 
ators.  It  was  not  at  all  a  contemptible 
nrm.  With  regard  to  mountain  guns, 
we  had  seven  batteries — that  was,  42 
now  guns  this  year  ;  and  there  was  the 
material  for  turning  them  out  at  a  con- 
siderable rate.  A  considerable  addition 
had  been  made  to  the  plant,  and  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  was  inclined 
to  add  still  further  to  that  arm.  We 
were  very  fairly  off  for  siege  guns.  As 
to  the  reserve  of  small  arms,  it  was  true 
that  with  the  arming  of  the  Volunteers 
and  the  Militia  with  the  Martini-Henry 
rifie,  the  reserve  of  small  arms  bad 
fallen  below  what  it  ought  to  be.  At 
present  we  were  turning  out  about  3,000 
a-week.  Alterations  were  being  made 
in  tha  mode  of  working,  which  would 
bring  the  turn-out  to  about  4,000  a- 
week.  This  was  the  normal  position; 
but  by  night  shifts  and  other  arrange- 
ments we  could  turn  out  double  the 
number.  We  should  practically  have 
about  30,000  of  these  Martini-Henrys 
in  store,  and  we  should  go  on  manufac- 
turing them  as  rapidly  aa  we  could.  Ho 
Viuowit  Bur,y 


thought  bis  noble  Friendsmigbt  dismiss 
from  their  minds  that  they  would  be 
caught  napping  in  this  respect.  Nothing 
had  been  decided  as  to  tiie  arming  of 
tho  Army  with  a  new  gun ;  and,  there- 
fore, the  production  of  tho  Martini- 
Henry  would  go  on  with  all  possible 
speed.  The  idea  of  appointing  a  Boyal 
Commission  did  not  commend  itself  to 
the  Secretary  of  State.  He  was  en- 
gaged almost  day  and  night  in  inveed* 
gating  the  eondition  of  atfairs  for  him- 
self; and  he  felt  that  while  he  was 
doing  that  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mission oould  hardly  have  a  satisfactory 
result.  If  be  afterwards  found  it  neces- 
sary to  seek  the  assistance  of  a  Commia- 
sion,  he  would  be  most  happy  to  do  bo. 
But  at  present  he  hoped  that  a  Motion 
for  a  Commission  would  not  bo  pressed. 

LoBD  WAVENEY  said,  he  had  no 
doubt  as  to  whether  the  Martini-Henry 
rifle  waa  an  arm  adequate  for  tho  defence 
of  the  Empire.  If  they  ought  to  have  a 
store  of  600,000  stand  of  arms,  at  the  rata 
they  were  making  them — 4,000  a-week 
— it  would  take  four  years  to  have  that 
quantity  ready.  He  wished  to  warn  the 
Oovernment  against  allowing  altera- 
tions and  improvements  to  bring  aboat 
delays. 

Lord  NAPIER  of  MAQDALA  said, 
he  should  like  to  know  how  many  field 
guns  could  bo  sent  to  India,  and  whe- 
ther they  were  of  the  latest  breech-load- 
ing pattern  ?  Ho  would  also  observe 
that  though  the  sum  reserved  for  hearr 
guns  no  doubt  required  an  effort,  and 
was  BO  far  satisfactory,  it  would  not  go 
very  far  to  meet  the  demand  for  Uie 
foreign  ports  and  coaling  stations.  It 
was  satisfactory  to  know  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  had  giren  bis 
serious  attention  to  the  subject ;  and, 
therefore,  he  would  not  press  the  Motion 
for  a  Boyal  Commission. 

VisconsT  BURY,  in  reply,  said, 
there  were  27 1  muizle-loading  guns  of 
lelba. 
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Order  of  the  Day  tor  the  Third  Bead- 
ing read. 

Movid,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  3-.*' 
—{T&t  riteount  EnfiM.) 
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LoHD  BBAMWELL  said,  be  wished 
to  raise  a  laat,  and  he  feared  an  unavail- 
ing',  protest  againat  a  meaaure  which 
was  wholly  nnjuit  ia  principle,  and  the 
procoedinga  in  which  had  been  of  a  moat 
unoBual  character.  The  Bill  was  grossly 
Qojnat,  and  woold  caoae  much  misery. 
It  altered  the  Private  Acts  of  eight 
different  Water  Companies  supplying 
the  Metropolis.  It  altered  the  prirate 
bargains  which  those  Companies  had 
made  with  the  public,  and  the  Bill  was 
in  reality  a  PriTate  Bill,  and  would  have 
been  ao  treated  if  the  Oempanies  had 
tbemaelvea  proposed  alterations  of  a  like 
character.  And  the  alteration  in  those 
Acts  wonld  operate  to  the  (^ievous  loss 
of  the  Companies  and  their  share- 
holders,  many  of  whom  depended  wholly 
for  their  maintenanoe  on  the  dividends 
received  on  their  shares.  The  income  of 
theae  poor  people  would  be  diminished 
by  one-fifth.  There  had  been  no  com- 
^ainte  of  the  Water  Companies ;  and  no 
Fetitioos,  except  from  Vestries  which  did 
not  understand  the  question,  and  would 
be  glad  to  reduce  the  income  of  Water 
OompanieB  as  low  as  possible,  had  been 
presented  in  favour  of  the  Bill.  The 
Compaiues  would  be  obliged  to  charge 
on  assessmentB  as  to  which  they  had  no 
Toloe.  Everybody  else  was  entitled  to 
appeal  agaiost  an  asaessmeat;  but  in 
eonaequence  of  the  time  at  which  that 
Bill  would  be  passed  it  would  be  too 
late  to  appeal,  and  the  Companies  would 
be  aabjeoted  to  this  gross  injustice  for 
the  next  five  years.  If  this  Bill  had 
been  referred  in  the  proper  way  to  a 
Sdect  Committee,  witnesses  would  have 
been  examined  and  the  subject  properly 
thrashed  out.  But  that  oourae  waa  not 
fallowed,  and  tbia  great  wrong  was  to 
be  perpetrated.  The  Water  Companies 
had  done  their  best,  and  it  waa  a  very 
remarkable  fact  that  out  of  their 
700,000  cuatomera  they  had  only  bad  50 
eomplainta  settled  by  the  magistrates, 
and  that  all  those  cases  except  two  were 
settled  in  favour  of  the  Oompaniea.  Aa 
be  bad  aaid,  the  Bill  would  work  a 
grievoua  amount  of  injustice,  and  he 
ooald  not  believe  their  Ixirdships  could 
nndentand  its  injurionsand  unfair  effect. 
He  begged  to  oppose  the  Motion. 

LoKD  TEUEO  said,  he  deeply  ad- 
mired the  courage  and  persistency  of  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  (Lord  Bram- 
well)  in  6ghting  the  battle  of  the  Water 
Companies  as  ha  had  done,  although  it 


was  utt  MittritorditM ;  bat  he  mnat  call 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord's  attention 
to  the  fact  that,  while  doing  so,  he  had 
wholly  ignored  the  extortion  in  the 
shape  of  exorbitant  orerobarge  proo- 
tisea  by  those  Companies  for  a  great 
nnmber  of  years.  He  (Lord  Truro)  wonld 
impress  upon  their  Lordships  that  there 
was  grsat  necessity  that  the  Bill  shonld 
pass. 

ViscoDNT  EINFIELD  said,  his  noble 
and  learned  Friend  (Lord  Bramwell) 
had  used  such  strong  terms  in  regard  to 
this  Bill  that  he  most  recall  their  Lord- 
ships' attention  to  the  history  of  the 
measure.  It  was  before  the  other  House 
of  Parliament  for  four  months,  and  the 
third  reading  was  passed  without  oppo- 

LoRD  BRAMWELL,  interposing,  aaid, 
that  the  Bill  certainly  did  not  pass  with- 
out opposition. 

YiBcoc^  ENFIELD  aaid,  he  thooght 
he  was  correct  in  saying  that  the  third 
reading  was  passed  without  oppoaition. 
It  was  true,  however,  that  there  was  an 
important  division  in  Committee,  on  the 
question  whether  the  Bill  should  be 
treated  aa  a  Public  Bill  or  not.  When 
it  came  to  that  House,  the  noble  Earl 
who  presided  over  their  Lordahlpe' Com- 
mittees (the  Earl  of  Bedesdale)  did  not 
treat  it  as  a  private  meaaure,  and  con- 
aequently  it  came  before  them  as  a  Public 
Bill.  After  having  been  readtheaecond 
time  without  a  division,  it  was  referred 
to  an  impartial  Committee,  who  heard 
an  able  representative  of  the  Water 
Companies,  and  reported  the  Bill  without 
Amendment  to  the  House.  He  hoped  it 
wduld  be  passed. 

LoKS  FITZQEBALD  aaid,  that  his 
noble  and  learned  Friend  (Lord  Bram- 
well) and  the  noble  Earl  on  the  Croes 
Benches  (the  Earl  of  Wemyss)  had 
reiterated  the  argnments  against  this 
Bill  several  timea  over,  and  had  asked 
their  Lordships  to  reverse  their  previous 
decisions.  For  himself,  he  could  not  un- 
derstand such  a  course  of  action.  What 
had  been  advanced  on  behalf  of  the 
Water  Companies  only  went  to  show 
that  for  yeore  they  had  been  taking  too 
much.  What  his  noble  and  learned  ' 
Friend  denounced  as  spoliation  was  this 
— No  person  being  appointed  to  make  a 
Tsluation  under  the  Act  of  1847,  the 
Water  Companies  made  valuations  for 
themselves,  and  on  that  footing  they 
continued  to  charge  until  a  cose  was 
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brought  forward  by  a  geotleman  named 
Dobba.  Thea  it  was  decidod  by  their 
Lordahipa'  Houee,  in  an  eloquent  and 
oonolusive  judgment,  delivered  by  his 
noble  and  learned  Friend,  that  annual 
value  meant  net  annual  value.  This 
Bill  was  a  conaequeace  of  that  judg- 

Lord  BBAMWELL  eaid,  he  wished 
to  entirely  deny  the  asaertion  that  the 
judgment  in  the  Dobba  caas  had  any- 
thing at  all  to  do  with  thia  matter. 

On  Queation?  egr*»ito:  Bill  read  3' 
accordingly,  and  paued. 


MEDICAL  RELIEF  DISQOALITIOATION 

EEMOVAL  BILL.— OBSERVATIONS. 

Eakl  GRANVILLE  said,  it  would 
be  conTonient  to  their  Lordahipa  if  he 
took  that  opportunity  of  aaking  the 
noble  Earl  who  had  given  Notice  with 
regard  to  the  Medical  B«lief  Diaquali- 
fication  Bemoval  Bill  (the  Earl  of 
Mill  to  «n)  whether,  after  what  bad 
passed,  be  intended  to  adhere  to  that 
Notice?  He  (Earl  OranViUe)  did  not 
remember  a  similar  course  being  taken 
in  their  Lordahipa'  House ;  but  there 
were  three  nobis  Lords  on  the  Treaeui 
Bench  oppoaite  who  had  had  large  e: 
perience  in  the  House  of  Commona,  and 
'  probably  they  would  be  able  to  say 
whether  auch  a  course  waa  over  taken 
there.  The  Bill  having  come  up  that 
day  to  their  Lordships'  Houae  was,  like 
'  all  other  Bills  coming  up  from  the  Houae 
of  Commons,  read  a  first  time.  Then  the 
noble  Earl  auddenly  jumped  up  and,  re- 
ferring to  the  Bill  as  a  derelict,  gave 
Notice  of  his  intention  to  take  charge  of 
-it.  He  (Earl  Granville)  did  not  think 
the  Bill  waa  exactly  a  derelict,  and  it 
would  have  been  more  reasonable  if  the 
noble  Earl,  before  ooming  down  there 
at  half -pa  at  3 

The  Earl  of  MILLTOWN,  intsr- 
rupting,  begged  the  noble  Earl's  pardon. 
Ths  noble  Earl  had  been  miainl'ormed, 
for  h«  had  not  come  doirn  at  half-past 
3  for  the  purpoae  of  giving  the  Notice. 

Eabl  GBANVILLE,  continuing,  aaid, 
that  he  would  not  say  half-past  3 ;  but 
'  before  the  Houae  met,  the  noble  Earl 
came  down  with  the  Notice  which  he 
Bubaequently  gave  when  he  was  in  Or- 
der in  doing  eo.  Now,  the  noble  Earl, 
aa  far  as  he  (Earl  Granville)  waa  aware, 
was  not  requested  by  anyone  to  take 
chargsof  theBUI,  and  he  did  not  know 
Lord  Filtf*rald 
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thathehadanyconneotion  with  it.  Tho 
Houae  waa  aware  of  the  circumatanooM 
under  which  the  Bill  paaaed  through  its 
later  atages  in  the  Houae  of  Commons. 
When  the  Government  refused  an^ 
further  responsibility  for  it,  he  (Earl 
Granville)  waa  asked  by  Sir  William. 
Haroourt  and  Mr.  Jeaae  ColHngs  to 
take  charge  of  it  in  their  Lordahipa' 
House.  He  was,  tfaerefore,  prepared 
to  do  so.  If,  however,  the  noble  Barl 
opposite  had  been  requested  by  the 
Government  to  take  the  course  he  bad 
taken,  and  if,  as  he  waa  told,  the 
noble  Earl  waa  very  anxious  to  pass  it 
in  it*  present  shape,  he  (Earl  Granville) 
would  think  it  in  oetter  hands  than  Ms 
own,  and  would  gladly  resign  it  to  the 
noble  EarL  But  if  the  nobis  Earl 
had  not  received  any  euoh  inatruction 
from  Her  Majeaty'aGovemmenthe  (Earl 
Granville)  thought  he  waa  bound  to  ac- 
quiesca  in  the  wish  which  had  been  ex- 
pressed to  him  by  those  who  paased  the 
Bill  in  the  Houas  of  Commons. 

The  Earl  of  MILLTOWN  aeXA,  that 
he  simply  adhered  to  bis  previous  state- 
ment. The  noble  Earl  (Earl  Granville) 
had  aaid  that  the  course  he  (ths  Earl  of 
Milltowu)  had  taken  was  unprecedented ; 
but  it  waa  also  unprecedented  that  a  Bill 
which  had  been  in  the  charge  of  the 
Glovernment  should  corns  up-  to  their 
Lordahipa'  Houae  as  this  one  had.  The 
noble  Earl  also  aaid  that  he  had  been 
requested  by  Mr.  Jeaae  CuUinga  and  Sir 
William  Haroourt  to  take  charge  of  the 
Bill.  It  seemed  to  be  thought,  from 
what  the  noble  Earl  bad  said,  that  Sir 
William  Harcourt  had  moved  the  third 
reading  of  the  Bill  in  the  other  House. 
Aa  a  matter  of  fact,  however,  the  noble 
Earl  waa  misinformed,  for  the  third  read- 
ing was  moved  by  Mr.  Jesse  OoUings ; 
and  neither  Sir  William  Haroourt  nor 
any  other  Member  of  the  late  Qovem- 
ment  waa  present  at  the  time.  He  could 
not  see  what  reason  the  noble  Earl  had 
for  looking  on  the  Bill  with  so  much 
favour  and  veneration,  considering  that 
it  contained  a  clause  which  was  not  in 
the  Bill  of  the  late  Government. 

Earl  GRANTILLE  said,  they  had 
better  not  go  into  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill. 

The  Earl  of  MILLTOWN  said,  he 
merely  referred  to  it  becauas  he  waa 
giving  his  reaaona  for  taking  charge  of 
the  Bill.  The  noble  Earl  want^  to 
know  «hy  he  took  obarga  of  it,    He 
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had  taken  it  np  as  an  independent  Con- 
Hrratife  Peer  who  was  in  fatour  of  the 
proriaiona  it  contained;  and  be  might 
aajtfaat  ha  had  no  communication  with 
the  Government  on  the  aubject,  and  did 
not  believe  that  one  of  his  Fr-ende  on 
the  QoTernment  Bench  had  any  idea  of 
what  he  intended  to  do.  He  never  ima- 
gined that  the  noble  Earl  (Earl  Gran- 
ville) would  wieb  to  take  charge  of  it, 
and  he  did  not  see  how  on  earth  he 
could,  seeing  that  the  Bill  was  so  dif- 
farent  from  the  proposals  of  the  late 
Oovernment.  It  was  true  that,  having 
other  bosinesa  to  attend  to  in  the  Library 
in  the  way  of  looking  np  references,  he 
had  come  down  to  the  House  at  half- 

Srt  3,  and  incidentally  mentioned  to  the 
ark  of  tbe  Parliaments  that  he  pro- 
posed to  take  up  the  Bill  if  it  arrived 
from  the  Commons,  and  that  he  would 
move  the  second  reading  to-morrow. 
Bat  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments  told  him 
that  there  might  be  a  difficulty  in  doing 
so,  as  the  Bill  might  perhaps  not  be 
printed  by  to-morrow,  and  then  he  put 
it  down  for  Thursday.  But  when  the 
noble  Earl  said  that  he  would  move  the 
second  reading  on  Tueaday,  then  he 
gave  Notice  himself  for  Tuesday.  Why 
ttie  noble  Earl  objected  to  what  had 
been  done,  if  be  really  desired  to  aee 
the  Bill  passed,  he  could  not  understand. 
It  was  not  a  Party  measure,  as  it  had 
been  supported  by  both  sides,  and  he 
had  only  done  what  he  was  entitled  to 
do;  and  he  intended,  aa  on  independent 
Conservative  Peer,  to  move  the  second 
Tsading  to-morrow. 

Easi,  GBANVILLE  said,  as  be  un- 
dentood  tbe  noble  Earl  bad  not  been 
asked  by  tbe  Govemmentto  take  charge 
of  tbe  Bill,  he  (Earl  Granville)  should 
adhere  to  the  Notice  he  bad  given,  and 
would  move   the    second    reading  to- 

Thk  Eabl  oy  MILLTOWN  said,  that 
psthaps  tbe  noble  Earl  waa  not  aware 
ot  the  Standing  Order  on  the  aubject. 
Blaoding  Order  No.  18  was  to  the  effect 
that  all  Orders  and  Notices  should  stand 
ucordiag  to  priority  of  Notice  ;  and  that 
il  anoble  Lord  gave  Notice  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  Parliaments  that  be  intended  to 
nake  a  Motion,  it  should  so  be  printed 
in  tbe  Orders  of  the  Day.  He  had  a1- 
t^ed  his  Notice  in  consequence  of  the 
rtatement  of  the  noble  Ee^h 

Easl  GBANYILLE  said,  that  tbe 
Standing  Order  showed  that  be  was  en- 


tirely in  his  right;   beoaose   he  gave 
Notice  that  he  would  move  the  second 
reading  to-morrow. 
Tub  Eael  01-  MILLTOWN:  After 

Eahl  GRANVILLE:  No;  the  noble 
Earl  opposite  gave  Notice  afterwards 
that  he  would  do  so.  However,  putting 
that  aside,  the  Standing  Orders  must  be 
read  with  some  regard  to  common  sense  ; 
for  instance — and  he  appealed  to  noble 
Lords  on  tbe  Government  Benches,  and 
especially  to  thnee  who  had  had  expe- 
rience in  both  Houses — would  it  be  held 
permissible  that  any  noble  Lord  might, 
by  giving  Notice  in  tbe  way  tbe  noble 
Earl  had  done  now,  entirely  block  out 
the  persons  really  connected  with  the 
Bill.  In  this  cose  tbe  promoters  of  the 
Bill  wisbed  that  be  (Earl  Granville) 
should  take  charge  of  it. 

The  LORD  PRESIDENT  of  thb 
COUNCIL  (Viscount  Cranbbook)  said, 
thatonce  beforeaquestion  arose  aatodeal- 
ing  with  the  Orders  of  the  House,  and  the 
noble  Earl  opposite  ( Earl  Granville)  spoke 
on  that  occasion  as  if  a  noble  Lord  bad  a 
right  to  take  possesaion  of  a  Bill.  It 
was  the  courtesy  of  the  Houae  that  when 
an  Order  was  put  down  in  the  name  of 
a  particular  Lord  that  noble  Lord 
should  deal  with  it.  Their  Lordships 
made  their  own  Standing  Orders ;  and 
if  the  noble  Earl  wished  them  to  be 
changed  in  any  way — for  instance,  if 
he  intended  to  proceed  against  tbe  noble 
Earl  who  had  priority  of  Notice — it  must 
be  done  by  a  Motion.  In  that  case  it 
would  be  for  tbe  House  itself  to  de- 
cide. 

The  Eahl  of  MILLTOWN  said,  he 
hod  given  Notice  for  Thursday,  in  con- 
sequence of  what  had  been  said  to  bim 
by  tbe  Clerk  of  tbe  Parliaments ;  but  as 
soon  as  tbe  noble  Earl  (Earl  Granville) 
objected  to  the  delay  he  agreed  to  alter 
it  to  to-morrow.  However,  tbe  noble  Earl 
waa  still  discontented,  and  said  he  him- 
self would  move  it  to-morrow.  He  (the 
Earl  of  Milltown)  maintained  that  his 
own  Notice  had  been  given  first. 

Eabl  GRANVILLE ;  I  do  not  deaira 
any  alteration  in  the  Standing  Order. 
I  have  already  given  Notice  that  I  shall 
move  the  second  reading  of  tbe  Bill  to- 
morrow. 

The  LORD  PRESIDENT  of  thb 
COUNCIL  (Viscount  Ckanbeook)  said, 
in  that  case,  he  would  ask  the  Clerk  of 
the  PotUamenta  who  gave  Notice  first  ? 
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anch  a  thing  u  oottrteay  in  that  Honse  , 
and  it  waa  only  oonsisteat  with  ooartesjr 
to  leave  the  matter  in  the  handi  of  th^ 
nohle  Earl  who  had  been  given  obarp^ 
of  the  Bill  by  the  parties  vho  had  th^ 
right  to  do  bo.  He  hoped  that  the  noblo 
Earl  oppoaite  would  not  forget  what  was 
due  to  tJie  courtesy  of  the  House.  Odo 
thing,  howaver,  appeared  to  be  olsar 
from  the  action  of  noble  Lords  oppo- 
site, and  that  waa  that  the  pasaingf  of 
thie  Bill  waa  aaaured. 

Thb  FIBST  lord  or  thb  TEEA- 
SUBT  (The  Earl  of  Iddeblxioh)  :  I  do 
net  profesa  to  be  able  to  decide  anythio^ 
with  regard  to  the  order  of  your  Lord- 
ehipa'  House ;  hut  aa  the  noble  Earl 
opposite  (Earl  Granville)  has  referred 
to  me,  among  others,  aa  having  had  ex- 
perience in  tiie  House  of  Commons,  I 
should  wish  to  aay  that,  ao  far  aa  the 
proceedings  of  the  House  of  Oommons 
are  concerned,  I  believe  it  to  be  aa 
entirely  unprecedented  and  disorderly 
thing  for  a  Bill  which  has  been  revive*^ 
and  on  which  an  Order  has  been  moved 
by  one  Member,  that  another  Uemher 
should  come  in  and  male  another  pro- 
poaal  in  regard  to  the  same  measure. 
The  noble  Earl  the  Leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition may  have  thought  he  had  acquired 
the  right  to  fix  the  Bill  for  Tuesday ; 
hut  the  Bill  having  already  been  fized  for 
this  day  by  my  noble  Friend  (the  Earl  of 
Milltown),  according  to  the  proceedings 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  the  nohle 
Earl  would  certainly  have  no  right  to 
take  it  out  of  the  hands  of  my  noble 
Friend. 

LoKD  FITZOEBALD:   There  is  no   . 
Order  made.     It  is  a  mere  Notice  of 
Motion  for  an  Order. 

The  first  LORD  of  thb  TEEA- 
eURY  (The  Earl  of  Iddeslbiou)  : 
My  noble  Friend  (the  Earl  of  Milltown) 
gave  the  Notice,  and  thereby  placed 
himself  in  charge  of  the  Bill,  and 
the  Motion  was  made  by  the  nohle 
Earl,  and,  as  I  understood,  taken  down 
by  the  Oerk  at  the  Table.  That  un- 
doubtedly would,  in  the  practice  of  the 
House  of  'Oommons,  be  giving  prece- 
dence to  the  Member  who  had  ao  taken 
charge  of  the  Bill.  But  there  appears 
to  be  some  inaccuracy  in  the  statement 
of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  (Lord 
Fitzgerald]  as  to  what  passed  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  A  Bill  was  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  Jesae  Collinga  on  the  sub- 
ject, which,  after  certain  progress  had 


Th4  CLERK  of  thsPARLIAMSNTS 
( Sir  William  Rou)  said,  that  the  Notice  of 
the  Earl  of  Milltown  stood  first. 

ExRL  ORANTILLE :  Stands  fint 
for  Thursday,  but  not  for  Tuesday. 

The  Earl  of  MILLTOWN  said,  he 
must  again  say  he  gave  Notice  of  Ms 
Motion  for  Thursday;  but  in  conse- 
quence of  what  had  fallen  from  the 
noble  Earl  he  bad  altered  it  to  Tues- 
day. After  that  the  noble  Earl  was 
stiU  discontented,  and  said  he  would 
move  it  himself. 

Thb  LOKD  PRESIDENT  (Visoount 
Okajibbooe)  :  But  who  stands  in  the 
Order  Book  for  the  first  place  to-mor- 
row? 

LoBD  M0N80N  said,  that  his  noble 
Friend  (Earl  Orauville)  came  into  the 
House  after  the  noble  Earl  opposite 
(the  Earl  of  Milltown]  had  given  Notice 
for  Thursday.  He  (Lord  Monson)  told 
his  nobte  Friend  what  had  taken  place, 
and  the  noble  Earl,  in  a  state  of  sur- 
prise, said — "  Why,  the  Bill  was  com- 
mitted to  me."  Then  his  noble  Friend 
got  up  and  said  he  would  move  the 
second  reading  to-morrow,  thus  having 
precedence  of  the  noble  Earl  opposite, 
and  then  the  noble  £arl  opposite  said 
he  would  alter  the  day. 

The  Earl  of  LONGFORD  said,  the 
nohle  Lord  opposite  (Lord  Monson)  was 
not  quite  correct.  The  noble  Earl  (Earl 
Granville)  did  not  give  Notice,  but  said 
— "I  was  just  going  to  move  the  second 
reading  to-morrow."  In  fact,  no  Notice 
was  given  by  the  noble  Earl  opposite 
until  after  the  Notice  of  his  noble  Friend 
(the  Eari  of  Milltown). 

Lord  FITZGERALD,  after  review- 
ing the  history  of  the  Bill,  said,  that 
hia  noble  Friend  opposite  (the  Earl  of 
Milltown],  who  had  no  connection  with 
the  Bill,  assumed  possession,  and  gave 
Notice  of  the  second  reading  for  Thurs- 
day ;  and  then  his  noble  Friend  near 
him  (Earl  Granville],  who  was  requested 
to  tt^e  charge  of  the  Bill,  objected  to 
Thursday,  and  he  put  down  his  Motion 
for  to-morrow.  The  noble  Earl  (the 
Earl  of  Milltown)  subsequently  put 
down  a  Notice  for  to-morrow  also.  The 
Standing  Orders  did  not  affect  the  ques- 
tion in  the  least.  What  the  Standing 
Orders  said  was,  that  the  Notices  of 
Motion  should  be  recorded  on  the  Mi- 
nutes in  the  order  in  which  they  were 
given  in.  He  would  make  an  appeal  to 
his  noble  Friend  opposite.  There  was 
T'Ueount  Craubroot 
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been  made,  vaa  Buperseded  b;  another 
brought  ia  b;  the  GoTernment,  and 
•liicli  baa  now  cime  up  to  your  Lord- 
•hips'  House.  Undoubtedly,  an  im- 
portant change  was  made  in  the  Bill 
during  its  progress  through  the  House 
of  Ci'mmons,  and  my  right  hon.  Friend 
the  L°ader  of  that  House  stated  that, 
in  consequence,  the  Government  could 
take  no  more  interest  in  the  Bill  there; 
tod,  tberefure,  they  did  not  take  an 
actire  part  in  the  third  reading.  But 
neither  did  the  Colleagues  of  tlie  noble 
Earl  opposite.  Tbe  pruceedingi  closed 
b;  a  Multon  made  hy  Mr.  Je-iae  Col- 
lings  for  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill, 
ind  that  Motion  was  carried  without 
any  objection.  In  that  way  the  Govern- 
ment, represented  by  my  rigiit  hon. 
Friend  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach),  ful- 
filled tbeir  obligations  in  the  mattrr  by 
mying  they  were  not  prepured  tg  take 
an  interest  in  the  Bill,  neither  were 
they  prepared  tr>  vote  a;;ainst  it.  Ac- 
ear^ingly,  the  Bill  was  left  in  the  hands 
of  the  House,  and  the  third  reading  nas 
carried  without  a  division.  It  tbere- 
npon  comes  up  here,  and  then  the  noble 
&rl  (the  Earl  of  MilUown),  who  has 
himself  altrajB  auppoited  the  measure 
in  the  shape  in  wbiili  it  comes  here, 
laji  he  will  more  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill  on  a  given  date.  He  is 
quite  entitled  to  make  such  a  Motion, 
and  I  should  have  thought  that  the  fact 
of  bis  giving  Notice  would  entitle  him 
to  precedence  in  making  it. 

EiBL  QUANVILLE :  When  I  asked 
the  noble  Earl  opposite  (the  Earl  of 
Iddesleigh]  whether  there  was  any  pre- 
cedent in  the  House  of  Commons,  I 
meant  was  there  any  precedent  in  the 
case  of  a  Bill  coming  down  from  the 
Lords  to  the  Commons,  and  the  Leader 
of  a  Party  in  the  Commune  of  the  same 
political  opinions  being  requested  to 
take  charge  of  it,  it  was  competent  for 
an  independent  Uember  to  slip  in  and 
tr;  to  insert  hia  own  name  instead.  I 
mutt  own  I  am  a  little  disappointed  at 
the  line  which  the  noble  Earl  has  taken. 
I  have  had  tbe  honour  of  representing 
my  Party  for  a  long  time  in  this  Houf  e ; 
*nd  I  believe  I  should  have  been  per- 
fecily  incapable,  if  tbe  noble  Mar- 
qaets  opposite  (the  Martjiiess  of  Siilis- 
bury}  had  informed  the  House  that  he 
deiired  to  take  i'baT<re  of  the  Bill  at  the 
request  of  bis  Friends  iu  tbe  House  of 
CinninoDs,  and  one  of  my  best  Triends 
VOL.  CGC.      [tbibd  BsaiBB.] 


{JuLT27,  1885}      Disqualification,  l^e.SiU.       34 

and  Supportfrs  had  managed  to  slip  in 
hia  name  before  that  o[  the  noble  Mar- 
quess— I  Hay  1  should  have  been  in- 
capable of  not  making  the  strongest 
appeal  to  my  Friend  not  to  take  so  un- 
usual, and  I  must  say  so  unprecedented, 
a  course. 

The  LOED  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Viscount  CB.\NnEO0Kl:  The 
noble  Earl  the  Leailer  of  tbe  Opposition 
has  been  all  throughout  treating  this  as 
a  question  of  right )  but  upon  that 
question  of  right  he  is  undoubtedly 
wrong. 

The  MXkquessofSALTSBUEY:  Do 
I  gather  from  the  noble  Earl  opposite 
(Enrl  Granville)  that  some  intimation 
had  comH  to  me  from  my  Friends  in  tbe 
House  of  Commons  to  the  effect  that  I 
should  take  up  the  Bill  ? 

Earl  GRANVILLE:  No;  I  did  not 
eay  that.  I  was  only  suggesting  a 
hypothetical  case. ' 

The  MA.RCIUEB3  of  S.\L1SBURT  : 
Then  I  am  mistaken.  I  had  no  idea 
that  the  noble  Earl  wished  to  take  up 
this  Bill. 

The  Eakl  of  MILLTOWN  ;  I  should 
like  to  Bay  that  I  also  bad  not  the 
elightpst  idea  that  the  noble  Earl  oppo- 
site (Earl  Granville)  intended  to  take 
up  the  Bill,  as  the  lata  Government  not 
only  did  not  insert  any  provision  in  their 
Bill  such  as  that  moved  by  Mr.  Jesse 
CoUingR  nhen  it  came  up  to  this  House, 
but  opposed  the  Amendment  moved  hy 
Mr.  Davey.  How  could  I  know,  in 
those  ci re um stance!!,  that  the  noble  Earl 
would  take  up  such  a  Bill  as  this  'i  There 
was  nothing  to  show  that  he  took  any 
interest  in  it.  On  the  contrary,  I  had 
always  taken  an  interest  in  it,  and  it 
has  always  been  supported  on  the  Con- 
servative side  of  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment. It  was  not  a  Party  Bill  in  any 
sense  of  the  term  ;  and  I  did  not  see 
why  I  should  not  have  come  down  in 
the  regular  manner  and  given  Notice  in 
accordance  with  the  Standing  Order.  I 
did  so :  and  I  cannot  see,  alter  I  had 
given  Notice  to  tbe  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
ments that  I  intended  to  move  the  second 
reading,  and  after  the  Clerk  had  called 
upon  me  to  give  my  Notice — I  say  I 
cannot  see  how  on  earth  the  noble  Earl 
could  object  to  my  action.  I  gave  No- 
tice that  I  would  move  tho  second  read- 
ing on  Thursday;  and  the  noble  Earl 
tlien  stated  that  time  was  of  import- 
ance,  and   that   he   intended  to  have 

0  I  Google 


85 


Meiieal  Relief 


{LORDS}  Diijmlifieatum,  Sfc.BiH. 


movdd  that  the  senond  reading  be  taken 
on  Tuendfty.  I  thereupon  said  that  I 
Bhould  be  must  hnpjiy  lo  moet  hii 
and  put  doirn  ihe  Reond  reading  for 
Tuenday.  He  replied  that  that  did  not 
Buit  bis  irisheB;  and  he  gave  Notice  that 
be  would  put  the  Bill  down  himself 
for  Tuesday.  In  any  case,  I  contend 
that  the  noble  Earl's  Motion  was  Bub- 
sequent  to  my  own. 

Eakl  GRANVILLE ;  The  noble  Earl' 
ohroDolof^  aeems  to  be  defective.  I 
■aid  that  I  intended  to  put  the  Bill 
down  on  Tuesday,  and  I  did  give  Notice 
for  to-morrow. 

Viscount  BURT:  There  is  another 
point  of  Order  wbicb  I  venture  to  aub- 
init.  One  noble  Lord  having  given 
Noticetomake  a  certain  Motion  ona  par- 
ticular day,  ie  it  competent  for  another 
noble  Lord  to  give  Notice  of  the  eame 
Motion  for  an  enrlier  day  P 

Earl  GRANVILLE  :  Does  the  noble 
Viscount  seriously  mean  to  say  that, 
after  a  Bill  has  been  read  a  first  time, 
any  person,  however  hostile  he  may  he 
to  the  Bill,  can  jump  up  and  Gz  his  own 
day  for  the  second  reading,  a  day  which 
nay  be  beyond  that  on  which  It  would 
probably  be  taken  at  all,  and  that  the 
person  who  is  friendly  to  the  Bill  cannot 
nx  an  earlier  day  ?  The  proposition  is 
absurd. 

LoBD  DE  R08  said,  an  appeal  bad 
been  made  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
ments, who  stated  that  the  noble  Earl 
below  (the  Earl  of  Milltown)  had  given 
Noiice  first ;  therefore  ho  did  nr>t  see 
why  this  irregular  discussion  should  be 
continued. 

The  CLERK  of  the  PARLIAMENTS 
(Sir  William  Hiu.e):  I  received  no  writ- 
ten Notice.  A  verbal  one  was  given  to 
me  by  the  Earl  of  Milltown,  who  told  me 
that  he  wished  to  put  down  the  second 
reading  for  to-morrow;  and  afterwards, 
when  I  told  the  noble  Earl  that  there 
might  he  some  difficulty  about  printing 
the  Bill,  he  said  he  would  put  it  down 
for  Thursday. 

Eabl  GRANVILLE  :  Precisely  ;  the 
nolle  Earl  put  it  down  for  Thursday, 
and  I  put  mine  down  for  Tuesday. 

The  MAsaDESS  OF  LOTHIAN:  What- 
ever may  be  the  view  entertained  at 
to  the  courtecj  of  the  matter,  it  ia  cer- 
tvnly  not  in  accordance  with  the  usual 
nraotice  of  the  House,  when  one  noble 
Lord  puts  down  a  Motion  for  one  day. 
The  Earl  of  XilUoirn 


for  another  noble  Ix>rd  to  put  down  the 
pame  Motion  for  an  earlier  day,  though 
there  may  be  occasions  when  it  mi<;ht 
not  be  desirable  to  adhere  too  closely  to 
the  rule.  As  this  discussion  has  gone  on 
for  some  time  without  any  definite  re- 
sult, I  venture  to  eiiggest,  as  the  only 
way  of  deciding  the  question  at  issue, 
that  the  opinion  of  the  House  should  be 
taken  as  to  whether  the  Motion  should 
stand  in  the  name  of  the  noble  Earl  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  or  in  that  of  the 
noble  Earl  opposite. 

Loan  BRAMWELL:  I  distinctly 
heard  what  took  plaoe,  and  I  can  declare 
that  my  noble  Friend  (Earl  Granville) 
gave  a  distinct  Notice  for  Tuesday, 
when  the  noble  Earl  opposite  [the  Earl 
ofMilltown)had1elthi3Notice  for  Thurs- 
day. I  thouglit  that  the  noble  Earl'a 
public  Notice  was  a  mark  of  his  wish  to 
associate  himself  niih  the  Bill.  That 
wae  what  impressed  it  upon  mj  mind-  I 
also  took  particular  notice  of  the  Motion 
made  by  the  noble  Earl  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition,  which  fixed  Tuesday  for 
the  second  reading.  That,  as  I  take 
it,  is  how  the  matter  stood — namely, 
that  the  noble  Earl  opposite  gave  No- 
tice for  Thursday,  and  the  noble  E^rl 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  gave  No- 
tice for  Tuesday.  But  apart  from  all 
this,  is  it  not  desirable,  as  a  matter  of 
common  sense,  that  those  who  promoted 
the  Bill,  and  who  have  conducted  it  to 

stici'essful  termination  in  one  House 

Parliament,  should  select  someone  to 
take  charge  of  it  in  the  othnr  Houae  ? 

The  Eaei  of  LIMERICK:  My  re- 
collection is  quite  different  from  that  of 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  opposite 
(Lord  Bramwell).  The  noble  Earl  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition,  after  the  No- 
tice fixing  Ihe  Bill  for  Thursday  hwl 
been  given,  expressed  a  wish  that  the 
second  reading  should  betaken  on  Tues- 
day. The  noble  Earl  who  gave  Notice 
for  Thursday  agreed  to  alter  his  Motion 
and  insert  Tuesday.  I  think  it  moet 
desirable  that  this  irregular  dieonaaion 
should  come  to  some  eort  of  end.  I 
'ill,  therefore,  move  that  the  Motion  of 
the  Earl  of  Milltown  should  have  pre* 
cedence. 

Mored,  "That  the  Earl  of  Milltown 
have  precedence." — {'Ihe  Earl  vf  Limt- 
ri.i.) 

LoBD  THURLOW  said,  he  ander- 
■tood  that  the  question  was  set  at  rest 
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by  the  deolaration  of  the  Cletk  of  the 
Parliaments. 


Od  QuestioD. 

Eael  GRANVILLE  said,  he  would 
not  trouble  their  Lordships  to  divide ; 
hut  he  must  say  that  the  course  taken 
*Ai  a  moat  unusual  one,  to  say  the  least 
of  it. 

Hotion  agretd  to. 

Bddis  adjourned  at  a  qaarter  befaia 

Eight  o'uloct,  till  To-morrow, 

Foui  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONa, 
Monday,  2~lh  July,  1885. 


3.] — Supply—  eontidiftd 

Kwtt  EanuiTEB,    Votes   10  tc 

SiiTica  BitTtMATE*— Clam  IIJ. 

Jcmci,   Vote  17 ;    Class  IV.- 

Scu-vcE,    ASD    &IIT,     Votes    3,     13,     13 ; 

Cliss    VII.— MiBCEi,i.4Nioua,   Votes   1,   2 ; 

{iJO.OOO,  GiLA!(T  IS  Aid,  Afoha.-;  Wah— 

BiTKirci  Dkpabtments  ;   Clajs   1.— Pcblic 

Wans  A-fD  Bdildinos,  Votes  2,  IS,  20,  2fl ; 

Class  III.— Law  and  Jcbtice,  Votes  8,  20 ; 

Club  V.— Fohiion  anu  Colonial  Services, 

Vgte  Si  Class  VII.— Uiscellaneol-s. 
Siul»limi  [July  24]  Tiported. 
PmvATR  Bill  [by  Order) — Contidertd  as  amended 

Edinburgh  Exteusioii  and  Sewerage. 
Pdil[c  Bills— S«eonrf  Heading — Lunacy  Acta 

Ameadmeot      ['.^41] ;      Melropolitan     Police 

Stair  Supenuinuation  ■  [246] ;  Sea  Fisheries 

(ScoUaDd)  Amendment  [260}. 
CbuiiffH- Patent  Law  Amendment   [240]- 

a.p. ;    Prevention    of   Crimes    Amendment 

[93],  dihatt  adjaunied. 
CmtiitM—StpBrl  —  Parliamentarj    Elections 

iBctutning  Officers)  [99-2al]. 
Clmm>lla  —  Report  —  Third    Stading  —  Evi- 

dcBCeby  Commission  [23^],  and;»uw^. 
CiuHirtd  «   a  iiK^iJff'— Customs   and    Inland 

HsTsnae  (.S'o.  2)  (223]. 
Hw^tred    at     amstidtd  —   Third    Reading  ~ 

PlBraliUE«"[2J.2*l],  s.-aApa>Md. 
"    (  Anrfiii^— Poor    Law    UnJoDs'    Officers 


tioa  •  [MS] ;  Trttitees  Kelief  •  [83]. 
PRIVATE  BUSINESS. 

EDINBURGH  EXTENSION  AND 

SEWBEAGE   BILL   [Zonfi]  (ty  Order). 

0ONSn>EBATIOIT. 

Bill,  sa  amended,  eomidered. 
Ui.  WEBSTER,  in  moring  to  inaert 
thatoUowin^  sub-Bectioa  in  Clauae  38 


(for  protection  of  estate  of  Craigen- 
tinny); — 

"  (4.)  Nothing  in  this  section  contained  shall 
limit  or  affect  the  provisions  of  any  piiblio  Act 
of  Parliaaient  relatiog  to  the  suppression  of 
nuisance,  or  for  the  pieservation  of  the  pubUo 
health," 

said,  he  proposed  the  Amendment  on 
behalf  of  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Leith  (Mr.  A.  Grant),  who  was  unable 
to  be  present.  He  supported  the  Amend- 
ment because  it  enunciated  a  disiiact 
principle  which  it  was  eseential,  in  the 
interests  of  every  large  community,  to 
carry  out ;  and  he  felt  the  House  would 
not  object  to  the  few  ohservations  he  pro- 
posed to  make  in  bringing  the  matter 
under  their  coneideration.  In  the  first 
place,  he  wished  to  say  that  nothing 
could  be  further  from  his  intention  than 
to  complfiin  in  the  sligLtest  degree  of 
the  Committee  which  had  inquired  into 
the  merits  of  the  Bill.  The  object  of 
the  Bill,  which  was  promoted  by  the 
Municipal  Corporation  of  Edinburgh, 
was  to  extend  the  municipal  and  polioe 
boundaries  of  that  city,  to  purify  certain 
streams  in  the  locality,  and  to  intercept 
and  convey  the  sewage  from  the  Jordan 
or  Powburn  to  the  sea.  The  rider  which 
he  proposed  to  insert  in  the  Bill  had  been 
sent  to  the  Corporation  of  Leith  by  the 
Corporation  of  Edinburgh,  ae  one  to  be 
proposed  by  Edinburgh  in  Committee ; 
but  it  had  not  been  laid  before  the  Com- 
mittee at  all.  That  formed  the  objec- 
tion to  the  Bill  as  it  stood,  and  the  justi- 
fication for  the  explanation  he  was  about 
to  give  to  the  House.  The  misunder* 
standing  on  the  subject  between  the 
Corporation  of  Edinburgh  and  the  public 
health  sanitary  authority  of  Leith  had 
arisen  out  of  a  letter  addressed  by  the 
Parliamentary  agent  of  the  promoters 
on  the  14th  instant  to  the  Parlia- 
mentary agent  of  the  Corporation  of 
Leith.  Tlie  Bill  proposed  to  construrt 
a  sewer  to  carry  the  sew^e  of  the  south 
districts  of  Edinburgh  to  the  territory  of 
the  local  public  health  authorities  of 
Leith,  discharging  it  in  the  sea  at  Leitb. 
As  guardians  of  the  public  health,  the 
Corporation  of  Leith  considered  that 
this  proposal  was  detrimental  to  Leith 
in  a  sanitary  respect ;  and  they  opposed 
the  Bill  both  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
where  it  originated,  and  in  the  Select 
Committee  of  the  Bouse  of  Commons, 
who  considered  it  on  the  15th  and  16th 
of  the  present  month.    In  the  House  of 

c  i  I  C~.oog[e 
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Lords  an  arrniiKeinpnt  had  been  made 
wiik  Mr.  Cliristie  Miller,  an  opponent 
outside  the  Eoj-sl  (lurgh  of  Lnitli,  ihe 
owner  of  the  well-known  meadowa  of 
Oraigentinny,  tlirough  winch  the  sen-aK^ 
was  lo  pass.  It  wa?  arranged  that  Mr. 
Millar  was  to  have  free  bccbfb  to  the 
content*  of  the  sewer  in  onler  that  he 
Rii^tit  withiiraw  tliose  contenta  for  ihe 
irrigation  of  his  meadows.  Dr.  Lctheby, 
in  1872,  spoke  in  condcmnalion  of  the 
aohemo  of  irrif(etion  then  carried  on  as 
prejudicial  to  public  health,  and  the  pro- 
posal of  the  Bill  to  t^ire  Mr.  Miller  free 
access  to  the  contents  of  this  sewnr, 
oould  only  be  an  aggravation  of  the 
evil.  The  Preamble  of  the  Bill  wai 
passed  by  the  House  of  Jjords,  and  the 
36th  I'laune  was  sho  passed  notwith- 
standing the  oppositimi  nf  the  Covpora- 
ti.in  of  Utth.  The  liiU  was  to  come  be- 
fore a  6>-1h(  t  Commiltes  of  the  Honse  of 
Commons  on  the  15th  of  July.  On  the 
14th  the  Parliamentary  agent  for  the 
promoters  addres'ed  a  lettur  to  the  Cor- 
poration of  Leith  which  formed  the 
Kroundwork  of  the  present  Motion.  The 
letter  was  addressed  to  the  Parliamentary 
agent  of  the  Corporation  of  Leith,  and 
vas  as  follows :  — 

"  WeatmiDster,  Uth  July,  1886. 

ZdIHBURQH    ExTENBIOX   AMD   SSWERAOB. 

"Dear  Sir,— I  inclose  copy  of  an  addition 
which  will  bs  proponid  in  Committ«o  to  Clause 
36.— Youn,  &c.,  Juax  Uuiham. 

A.  Bevbudoe,  Esq. 

(Inclosnw.) 
Bider  lo  Clause  3S. 

"  (4.)  Kothin^  in  this  section  containpd  shall 
limit  or  affect  the  proviaiona  of  any  public  Act 
of  Parliament  relating  to  the  auppreuian  of 
nuiaance  or  for  the  preaervalioa  of  the  pubUc 
health." 


He  asked  the  House  to  notice  that  this 
was  exactly  the  proposal  he  intended  to 
aubmit.  and  the  Corporation  of  Leith 
had  implicitly  relit'd  on  the  statement  of 
Mr.  Oraham  that  the  rider  to  Clause  36 
vould  be  proposed  to  the  Committee  by 
the  promoters  themselves.  Belying  upon 
that  understanding  the  Corporation  of 
Leith  withdrew  from  further  opposition 
to  the  Preamble  of  the  Bill;  but  aftpr 
the  Preamble  was  affirmed  they  opposed 
Clause  36,  whi(;h  g.ive  the  right  to  in- 
tercept the  spwage  in  its  p^issaje  down 
the  sewer  to  Mr.  Miller  for  the  pnrpr.so 
of  lieing  distribute  1  upon  the  Crai|j;'ea- 
tinny  meadows.  As  soon  as  Clause  36 
was  passed  by  the  Committee  die  Cor- 
Jfr.  Wtltttr 
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poration  of  Lplth  retired  from  all  Ini- 
ther  opposition  to  the  Bill,  trusting  to 
the  unqualiSed  undertaking  of  the  pro- 
moters, unasked  for,  and  without  con- 
dition, that  ihis  rider  would  be  proposed, 
and,  of  course,  inserted.  But  it  was  not 
so — the  rider  was  not  proposed  or  sub- 
mitted to  the  Committee  at  all,  and  the 
Bill  passed  withnut  it.  8o  entirely  had 
the  Corporation  of  Leith  tru-ted  to  the 
undertaking  of  the  Parliamentary  ageat 
of  the  promoters  of  the  Bill  that  although 
the  Bill  passed  without  it  on  the  I'th  of 
July,  it  was  not  until  the  a4th  of  July 
when  the  Bill  came  to  be  esaoiined  by 
the  Commissioners  for  the  Port  of  Leith 
that  it  was  discovered,  for  the  first  time, 
that  the  rider  had  not  been  inserted. 
Mr.  Beveridge,  the  Ftirliauientary  agent 
of  the  Coiporalioii  of  Leith,  immediately 
comploinetl  and  at-ked  for  an  ecplana- 
lion ;  but  in  the  correspondence  which 
followed  between  the  two  Parliamentary 
agents  he  (Mr.  Webster)  could  not  see 
tliat  the  least  explanation  of  the  omis- 
sion to  carry  out  the  unqualified  under- 
taking to  the  Oorpnraitnn  of  Leitb  to  in- 
duce them  to  withdraw  their  opposition 
to  the  Bill  was  given.  It  was  not  ne- 
cessary to  read  all  the  letters  which 
gissed ;  but  on  the  24th  of  July  Mr. 
raham  wrote  this  letter  to  Mr.  JBeve- 

Extension  ANn  Sbwbiuoi. 
"Dear  Sir,— I  have  received  your  second 
letter.  The  rider  to  CiHiise  38  was  originally 
intended  to  be  ineorted  in  Committee  :  but  Bsth* 
Committee  pussed  the  Freambl"  without  quali- 
fication,  and  as  Mr.  Chriatio  Miller,  the  jienon 
trith  whom  Clause  36  wab  agreed,  Btron){ly  ob- 
jected lo  the  rider,  we  did  not  propose  it  to  the 
Committee,  I  decline,  on  behalf  oF  my  clieata,  lo 
insert  it  now. — Youra,  £c., 

"  John  GainAK." 
In  other  words,  the  promoters  found  that 
everything  in  the  Bill  suited  their  pur- 
pose. The  Preamble  had  been  passed, 
Mr.  Miller  had  been  squared,  and  Clause 
36  had  been  passed ;  and.  notwithstand- 
ing the  undertaking  which  had  been 
given  to  the  Corporation  of  Leith,  the 
rider  to  protect  ihat  Corporation  had 
been  omitted.  The  Parliamentary  agent 
did  not  even  say  that  the  Corporation  of 
Edinburgh  had  any  objection  to  the  in- 
senion  of  the  rider.  He  said  ihai  Mr. 
Miller  strongly  objected  to  it;  buttbit 
objection  was  never  commnnicaled  to 
the  Coipnratiuu  of  LeitU.  It  was  quite 
clear  that  they  were  purposely  left  in 
ignorance  of  it,  and  the  omuaon  took 
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pWe  entirely  beliind  their  bnrk!t.  Mr. 
Miller,  the  owner  of  the  Oraiijentinnj' 
meadow!',  desired  to  have  access  to  the 
sewage,  and  it  vaa  ooly  nalural  that  be 
should  oliject  to  the  insertion  of  this 
sub-section,  the  oliject  of  whjch  was  to 
prevent  the  geoeral  sanilary  provisions 
oftbe  lav  from  being  over- ridde a  by  a 
Piivate  Act  of  Furiiument.  Mr.  Miller 
«u  a  man  who  i^aJDed  liy  tbe  omission  ; 
tnd,  therefiire,  he  vould  not  object  to 
the  silence  of  tlie  Corporation  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  to  the  fact  tKat  they  said 
Botbing  in  defence  of  bftving  broken 
ihnt  promise.  Mr.  Miller's  demanda 
were  aliag ether  antagonistic  to  tho.io  of 
tlib  Corporati'in  of  Leiih;  and  he  (Mr. 
Web-ter)  asked  wliether  tbe  House 
sh'iilil  not  Dov  remedy  this  omission, 
whii'h,  Eo  say  the  least  of  it,  bore  llie  ap- 
pearanre  of  an  act  of  injustite  tn  tlie 
Corporation  of  Tioitli  ?  It  could  only  be 
lemeditid  by  inseriiug  the  tiderin  the 
Bid  in  some  torm  or  other.  There 
*ould  be  no  delay  in  the  passing  of 
the  Bill.  He  would  only  say.  in  conclu- 
sion, that thoCorporatioQofLeith  feared 
tlisi  without  this  rider  they  might,  in 
some  seusP,  he  deprived  of  the  benefit 
of  the  public  Statutes  which  they 
enjoyed  at  present ;  and  they  were 
ttreugtbened  in  this  belief  by  the  stste- 
ment  that  Mr.  Miller,  whom  the  omis- 
Hon  of  the  rider  would  beneGt,  had 
Mronj^ly  objected  lo  iti  being  inserted. 
Ut.  Miller  would  not  take  that  course 
nnlrss  be  had  obtained  the  point  he  de- 
sired. He  begged  now  to  move  the  io- 
■enion  of  the  sub-section  which  he  had 
placed  apnn  the  Paper. 

Da-  FARQUHAKSON  seconded  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed, 

la  page  lo,  sfCcT  lino  S2,  to  iDsert,  rs  nev 
ttb-iecljon,  the  words— "(*.)  Kothing  io  ib.it 
MPtioQ  coDtaioed  shall  limit  or  aSeet  the  pru- 
TBUHU  of  any  pablic  Act  of  ParliHUient  TelHtiag 
la  the  initpreuion  of  nuisance  or  for  the  preser- 
ntion  of  ths  public  heallh."— (J/r.  IFiiiUr.) 

Question  proposed,  "  [That  those  words 
be  tliere  inserted." 

The  CHAIRMAN  of  COMMITTEES 
(Sit  Aarmja  Otway)  said,  it  was,  per- 
haps, desirable  that  he  should  stale  the 
course  which  ha  thought  the  House 
ought  to  pursue.  He  was  sure  the 
qnektion  had  lust  nothing  by  the  advo- 
cacy  of  the  hon.  Member  in  the  absence 
of  tbe  hon.  Member  for  I<eith  (Mi 
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Grant).  His  hon.  Friend  had  ntated  his 
e  with  great  (.ienrness.  There  was 
difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  result 
,he  only  differeiire  was,  how  thst  re- 
sult had  been  brought  about.  No  doubt 
any  matter  that  affected  the  sanitary 
condition  of  a  pnpulation  as  large  aa 
that  of  Leilh  was  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance ;  but  the  course  proposed  by 
bis  hoD.  Friend  was  an  unusual  one; 
and,  aa  the  result  ho  wished  to  attain 
could  be  brought  about  in  another  mode, 
he  was  sure  his  hon.  Friend  would 
readily  agree  with  the  course  be  was 
about  to  propose.  The  insertion  of  a 
clause,  or  of  a  proviso  to  a  clause, 
touching  the  interests  of  a  petitiooer 
who  had  been  settled  with  by  the  pro- 
moters, would  be  amost  unusual  course, 
and  it  was  by  no  means  desirable  to  in- 
clude tbe  provision  "f  the  Public  Health 
Act  in  a  Private  Bill.  Tbe  Bill  iiself 
ouf;ht  to  be  so  drawn  as  not  to  touih 
public  iatareits  protected  by  a  Publio 
Act,  end  ho  uuderstnod  that  the  daui^e 
complained  of  did  not  exempt  ihe  pro- 
muters  of  the  Bill  from  the  provi-<ionB 
of  tho  Publio  Health  Act.  The  Com- 
mitiee,  be  n-aa  infoimed,  had  declined 
to  touch  Clause  36  fur  very  excellent 
roatous.  They  were  of  opinion  that  if 
the  terms  made  with  Mr.  Christie  Miller 
were  altered  the  agreement  would  be 
rendered  invalid.  The  course  he  rtcom- 
niended,  and  which  would  really  effett 
tbe  purpose  of  his  hon.  Friend,  was  at 
once  more  respectful  to  the  Committee, 
who  were  Members  of  considerable  ex- 
perience, and  more  in  conformity  with 
the  usages  and  procedure  of  the  House. 
Instead  of  inseittn^  the  sub-section 
moved  by  hia  hon.  Friend,  ha  proposed 
to  move  tbe  re-commitlal  of  the  Bill  in 
order  that  the  Committee  might  again 
consider  the  question,  with  aninstruction 
to  them  to  deal  with  the  matter,  and  this 
matter  only.  By  that  means  the  whole 
question  would  be  fairly  lonsidered  ;  the 
Committee  would  take  tliose  steps  which 
they  were  most  competent  to  take,  and 
there  would  be  no  abuse  of  the  Forms  of 
the  Hou»e.  He,  therefore,  asked  hia 
hon.  Friend  to  withdraw  his  proposition, 
and  to  accept  his  (Sir  Arthur  Otway's) 
— namely,  that  the  Bill  should  be  re- 
committed, with  an  Instruction  to  the 
Committte  to  deal  with  the  sanitary 
quo'tion  only. 

Mr.  C.  S.  PABXBB  said  that,  aa  one 
of  tbe  Committee  who  had  oonaideretl 


Google 


43 


Southicark  and 


{COMMONS}  rauxh<dl  WaUrBiU. 


4i 


the  Bill,  be  saw  no  objection  to  the  coursi 
proposed  by  hia  right  lion.  Friend  thi 
Cb&irman  of  Ways  and  Means,  unless  i 
were  on  the  score  of  time.  Tlie  sanitary 
interests  of  Lfith  had  not  been  over- 
looked. The  clause  in  question 
arranged  by  Edinburgh  witb  a  landed 
proprietor ;  but  the  Committee — and  lie 
was  speaking  in  the  presence  of  his  Col- 
leagues, vho  nould  correct  him  if  he 
vere  wrong — would  nothave  sanctioned 
it  without  further  inquiry,  if  they  had 
not  been  assured  of  this — that  it  would 
not  override  the  general  law  and  the 
general  power  of  the  Sanitary  Authority 
at  Leith  to  protect  Leith.  That  point 
was  eipressly  discussed  before  the  Com- 
mittee. A  Member  of  the  Committee 
asked  if  words  could  not  be  inserted 
the  clause  lo  protect  the  rights  of  the 
Corporation  of  Leith,  and  the  counsel  for 
the  promoters  said  they  could.  So  if 
that  provision  had  been  omitted  on 
account  of  some  misunderstanding,  and 
ifthe  Bill  were  sent  back  to  tho  Com- 
mittee as  proposed,  he  had  no  doubt 
the  matter  would  be  satisfactorily  dealt 
with,  time  permitting. 

The  CHAIRMAN  of  committees 
observed,  that  the  Committee  could  ob- 
tain leave  to  proceed  forthwith,  so  that 
there  would  be  no  loss  of  time  at  all. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN  said,  he  hoped  tho 
right  hon.  Oentlemaa  the  Chairman  of 
Ways  and  Means  would  give  some  as- 
surance to  the  House  that  the  interests 
ol  the  Bill  would  ni)t  be  prejudiced  by 
the  delay  involved  in  its  re-commitment. 
Anyrhing  that  would  endanger  the  Bill 
would  be  a  very  serious  matter  ;  but  if 
there  had  been  an  oversiglit.  and  there 
was  time  to  rectify  it,  after  the  opinion 
which  had  been  expressed  by  the  Chair- 
man of  Ways  and  Means  and  the  Kon. 
Member  for  Perth  (Mr.  Parker),  he 
thought  the  be*.t  course  would  be  to  re- 
commit the  Bill. 

Mb.  J.  G.  TALBOT  said,  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Police  and 
Sanitary  Begulaliuns,  to  whom  this  Bill 
had  been  referred,  lie  wished  to  endnrse 
what  had  been  said  by  hia  hoc.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Perth  {Mr.  Parker). 
He  must,  however,  protest  against  tho 
coarse  taken  by  the  hon.  Memher  for 
Aberdeen  (Mr.  Webster)  as  an  evil  pre- 
cedent, disturbing  the  decisions  of  a 
Committee  carefully  arrived  at.    Such  a 


Ihe  course  proposed  by  the  Chairman  of 
Ways  and  Means  was  a  very  reasonable 
one.  He  was  still  of  opinion  that  the 
clause  which  had  been  inserted  in  the 
Bill  would  not  prejudice  the  powers  of 
the  Corporation  of  Ijsith  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Public  Health  Act;  but 
to  prevent  any  misunderstanding  be- 
tween the  two  Corporations  of  Edin- 
burgh and  Leith,  if  words  saving  the 
rights  of  the  Corporation  of  Leith  had 
been  accidentally  omitted  he  saw  no 
objection  to  their  being  inserted.  The 
Committee  would  see  that  no  damage 
was  done  to  the  Corporation  of  Leith. 
What  the  hon.  Member  for  Perth  (Mr. 
Parker)  had  said  was  perfectly  true,  that 
the  Committee  were  unwilling  to  inter- 
fere with  the  arrangement  which  had 
baen  come  to  between  the  promoters  of 
the  Bill  and  Mr.  Miller,  because  any 
such  interference  might  have  led  to  mis- 
understanding and  to  the  revival  of  the 
whole  opposition.  That  was  the  main 
ground  on  which  the  Committee  de- 
clined to  go  into  the  question.  If  there 
had  been  any  misunderstanding  with 
regard  to  the  Corporation  of  Leith,  the 
Committee  would  go  into  it  and  see  what 
was  the  best  way  in  which  justioe  could 
be  done.  As  to  the  danger  of  losing 
the  Bill,  he  would  remind  the  House 
that  this  was  a  Bill  which  had  come 
from  the  House  of  Lords,  and  that  the 
Committee  would  only  have  this  one 
question  to  consider ;  therefore  ha  did 
not  think  there  was  any  ground  for  the 
fear  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Edinburgh 
(Mr.  Buchanan)  that  there  would  be  any 
delay  in  the  passing  of  the  Bill. 

Mk.  WEBSl'EEsftid,  that  he  would 
withdraw  )i is  Amendment  in  favour  of 
the  proposal  of  the  Chairman  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  teithdraunt. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,    "That 

e  Bill  be  re-committed,  in  reapect  of 
Clause  36,  to  the  former  Commitiee," — 
{Sir  Arthur  Otiray,) — put,  and  agreed  to. 

Leave  to  the  Committee  to  sit  and 
proceed  forthwith. 

SOUTHWAEK  AND  VAUSHALL  WATER 

BILL  [Zorrf.]. 

SECOND  KBADINO. 

Order  for  Second  Heading  read. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed) 
That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  aeoond 


course  could  only  be  justified  under  very  _ 

exoeptional  eiroumstanoes.    He  thought  j  time. "^( Sir  Charht  Fortitr.) 
Mr  C.  S.  Parker 
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Me.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  aaid,  the 
Bill  liad  already  been  diecucHed  in  the 
HousA,  and  a  decision  arrived  at,  not  to 
dispense  vith  the  Standing  Orders, 
vhich  virtually  amounted  to  the  rejection 
of  the  secoad  reading  of  the  Bill.  He, 
tberefore,  objected  to  tlis  present  Mo- 
tion. 

Seoond  Reading  diftrrtd  until  To-mcr- 
nw. 

QJTESTIO]!fS. 

lUSATIC  ASTLDJIS  (IRELAND)— 
APPOINTMENTS. 

Mb.  BIOOAR  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenent  of  Ireland, 
How  many  medical  men  connected  with 
the  Eoglish  lunatic  asyiumB'  service 
hive  been  promoted  during  the  past  ten 
Tfsn  to  Irish  acylums ;  what  number  of 
Iiiah  asylum  dcKtura  have  been  promoted 
to  English  asjluma;  whetlier  the  asy- 
lama'  aervice  in  Ireland,  England,  and 
Sootlaod  are  distinct  from  each  other; 
are  they  diSerently  governed  ;  and  are 
the  qualifications  of  officers  different ; 
vhether  such  an  officer  as  a  consulting 
and  visiting  physician  exisia  in  connec- 
tion with  the  English  and  Scotch  asy- 
lums; whether  this  ufficer  has  been  re- 
moved from  the  English  and  Scuti-h  asy- 
lums; if  GO,  why  has  be  been  removed  ; 
what  waa  the  service  of  the  two  super- 
iotendents  prior  to  their  bein^  talten 
from  English  asylums  and  appointed  to 
the  Castlebar  District  Asylum— namely, 
Dr.  ConoUy  Norman,  appointed  in  168:^ 
or  1883,  and  Dr.  Finigan  in  lb85  ;  what 
vas  the  service  of  the  then  principal 
euididates  for  the  Irish  asylum  service 
—namely.  Dr.  D.  Exeter  Jordan,  of 
CMtlebar,  Dr.  Taylor,  of  Dundrum,  and 
Dr.  Mylea,  of  the  Richmond  Asylum, 
Dablio  ;  what  was  the  official  position 
— and  the  pay  attached  to  it — held  by 
the  medical  men  in  England  previously 
to  their  appointment  by  Lord  Spencer 
to  the  important  poets  of  superinten- 
dents of  Iribh  asylums ;  and,  why  was 
Or.  ConoUy  Norman  so  quickly  pro- 
moted to  the  Monaghan  County  Asylum 
horn  Castlebar  ? 

Thb  chief  secretary  fob  IRE- 
LAND iSir  WnxiAM  Hakt  Dike)  : 
Tha  object  of  these  Questions  appears 
to  be  to  ascertain  from  nie  what  reasons 
*ere'  in  Lord  Spencer's  mind  when 
he  made  certain  appointments.  It  is 
Qbriou^y  impossible  for  me  to  know 


this  with  certainty ;  but  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  state  what  the  facts  are 
as  disclosed  by  the  Papers.  Dr.  Nor- 
man was  for  over  sis  years  an  afsist- 
ant  at  Uonagban  Asylum;  from  thvre 
be  came  to  the  Bethlehem  Asylum, 
London,  and  on  the  occurrence  of  a 
vacancy  at  Castlebar  in  1882  was  ap- 
pointed to  it  by  Lord  Oowper.  When 
the  Monaghan  Anylum  became  vacant 
this  year  Dr.  Nurman  ajiplied  lo  be 
transferred,  on  the  ground  that  he  would 
hare  there  increased  facilities  for  pur- 
suing his  special  studies  in  connection 
with  lunacy,  and  Lord  Spencer  acceded 
to  the  request.  The  Qovernora  of  Castle- 
bar Asylum  bore  very  favourable  testi- 
mony to  Dr.  Norman's  qualifications, 
and  his  testimonials  are  of  the  highest 
character.  He  obtains  no  pecuniary 
benefit  by  the  change.  For  the  vacancy 
at  Castlebar  Lord  Spencer  selected  Dr. 
Finigan,  assistant  at  Northumberland 
Asylum.  Dr.  Finigan  is  an  Irishman 
and  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  has  very 
good  testimonials.  Dr.  Jordan,  who  is 
consulting  pliysician  at  Castlebar,  was  a 
candidate  for  that  asylum,  and  was,  I 
believe,  locally  supported.  He  acted  as 
heum  ttnent  during  the  vacancy.  Dr. 
Taylor  has  been  aoeistant  at  Dundrum 
Tor  nearly  10  years,  and  Dr.  Myles  at 
Richmond  for  about  tix  years.  I  un- 
derstand that  it  is  not  unusual  to  appoint 
outsiderfl  to  these  pniits.  Except  in  cases 
of  transfer,  cnndidates  are  generally  in- 
vited by  public  advertisement,  the  object 
being  to  secure  the  best  man  possible. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SCOTLAND)  —  IN- 
SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  DDTHIL 
CHURCHYARD. 

Mr.  FRASER- MACKINTOSH  ashed 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment, "WTietber,  with  reference  to 
theallegedinsanitarystale  of  the  church- 
yard and  mausoleum  at  Duthil,  in  the 
counlyof  Inverness,  regnrding  which  an 
inquiry  was  ordered  by  the  Home  Office, 
it  is  true  that  Br.  Mnclagan,  of  Edin- 
burgh, the  Reporter,  made  only  one  in- 
spection, and  that  of  so  hurried  a  cha- 
racter that  the  horttes  of  liia  conveyance 
did  not  require  to  lie,  and  were  not,  un- 
yoked ;  whether  Dr.  Maclagan  declined 
to  receive  any  evidence  on  the  subject; 
and,  whether,  in  the  face  of  the  rejoinder 
by  the  minister  of  the  parii<h,  dated  18th 
July  current,  to  Dr.  ftlaclagau's  Report 
of  the  6th  July,  reiterating  and  offering 
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to  estalilis'a  his  compiainfsof  theii 
lation,  he  will  be  pUased  to  oHer  a  new 
BDiI  iodependent  inquiry,  conducted  by 
R  competent  person,  who  willbeenjoiDed 
to  take  evidence  on  the  spot,  in  usual 
form? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT 
AasHEios  Cross),  in  reply,  said,  that 
after  tits  Gret  complaint  the  Board  □ 
Siipermion  called  for  a  Report  by  thi 
local  msdical  officer,  who  cprtlfied  that 
the  complaint  was  groundlesa.  In  con- 
sequence of  a  renewed  omplaint  the 
Board  appointed  Dr.  Liltlejohi 
Special  Commiesioner  to  inquire 
port,  who  was  clearly  of  opinion  that 
the  local  medical  ofBi:er's  view  was  cor- 
rect. In  consequence  of  further  com- 
plaints the  then  Secretary  of  State  ap- 
pointed Dr,  Macltigan,  Proffssor  of  Me- 
dir  al  Jurisprudence  in  the  University  ol 
Edinburgh,  to  make  a  special  inquiry. 
He  had  sent  in  a  very  elaborate  Be|>ort 
to  tlie  effect  that  the  complaints  made 
were  groundless.  Tlie  mode  of  conduct- 
ing the  examination  was  left  entirely  to 
bitn.  The  Secretary  of  State  did  not 
interfere.  Under  all  these  circum- 
stances, he  (Sir  R.  Assheton  Cross)  en- 
tirely declined  to  re-open  the  question. 

POOE  LAW  (tBELAND)-MR.  GB.AHAM, 
CLEKK  TO  THE  BOARD  OP  GUAR- 
DIANS, COOTEIIILL  UNroS". 

Mr.  BIGGAU  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  liicutenant  of  Ireland, 
What  decision  the  President  of  the  L'lcal 
Government  Board  has  arrived  at  re- 
garding tUe  clerk  of  the  Cootehill  guar- 
dians ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Sir  William  Haht  Dyke)  :  The 
hon,  Mt-mber  for  Queen's  Counly  (Mr. 
Arthur  O'Connor)  has  furnished  me.  in 
connecliun  with  this  Quo-tion.  wilh  a 
very  full  statementof  the  charges  alleged 
against  Mr.  Graham.  That  btatoment 
has  been  carefully  examined,  and  is 
found  to  contain  no  ma'ter  which  has 
not  been  already  fully  investigated. 
That  being  so,  thero  are  no  grounds  on 
vbich  either  I  or  the  Local  Government 
Board  could  properly  re-open  the  case. 

ROYAL  IRISH  CONSTABULARY- 
EXTRA    POLICE    AT    GWEEDORE,    CO. 
DONEGAL. 
Me.  sexton  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Jfr.  FraMfMa9iiiao»h 
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Gun  Comtruetion. 


Whether  there  is  now  in  the  parish  of 
Gweedore  (county  Donegal)  an  extra 
force  of  police,  who  chie6y  employ 
themselves  in  the  affairs  of  private  per- 
sons by  watchinj;  the  salmon  rirers ; 
whether,  on  the  13th  instant,  the  acting- 
serjeant  of  Barrack  No.  2  arrested  a  boy 
of  about  fifteen  named  Dominick  Swee- 
ney, on  the  bank  ot  the  Gweedore  River, 
and,  when  his  mother  came  and  remon- 
strated against  the  arrest,  lacerated 
her  wrist  with  a  spear  or  gaff,  tearing 
otf  the  flesh  to  the  wristbone;  whether 
the  acting-serjeant  took  the  boy  to  the 
barrack,  and  ki-pt  him  in  custody  all 
day  and  night,  dirt^cting  his  father,  who 
went  to  the  barrack,  to  have  baiUmen 
ready  next  morning  to  go  before  Mr. 
Olpherto,  a  magistrate,  who  lives  ten 
miles  away;  whether  the  acling-serjeant, 
by  interfering  as  ho  did  in  the  daytime, 
exceeded  the  powers  of  coustable!<,  as 
laid  down  by  7  and  8  Vic.  c.  108,  a.  1  ; 
whether  the  arrr'st  and  detention  of 
the  boy  Dominii-k  Sweeney  are  con- 
trary to  5  and  fi  Vic.  c.  106,  e.  K7 ;  and, 
what  action  will  be  taken  with  refer- 
ence to  the  arrest  and  the  assault,  and 
to  provide  that  conutables  shall  not  act 
in  excess  of  (heir  legal  powers  in  the 
interest  of  the  owners   and  leasees  of 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Sir  William  Hart  Dyke): 
Owing  to  the  disturbed  state  of  the 
locality  it  has  been  found  nofe^sary  to 
send  four  extra  constables  to  Gweedore. 
Tbey  do  not  chiefly  employ  themselves 
in  watching  the  salmon  tiFhery ;  but  it 
it.  I  flnd,  part  of  their  duty  to  prevent 
illegal  fishing.  On  the  I3th  instant  they 
nrresled  Dominick  Sweeny  fur  using  a 
gjff  and  refusing  to  give  his  name. 
Sweeny's  mother  and  another  woman 
■■remonstrated"  by  endeavouring  to 
rescue  the  prisoner,  and  by  stoning  the 
pidice.  In  the  struggle  Mrs,  Sweeny 
received  a  slight  wound  from  the  gjtf 
which  the  sergeant  had  seized.  Swenny 
was  brought  in  due  time  before  the 
nearest  magistrate  and  bailed  to  appear 
at  Petty  So'sions,  whete  he  was  fined  £5. 
I  am  advised  that  the  action  of  th« 
police  was  in  accordance  with  the  law. 

ABMY-WIRE  ODN  CONSTRUCTION. 
Mb.  gray  asked  the  Secretary  of 
Slate  for  War,  Whether  the  Government 
are  aware  that  the  Longridge  eyst«m  of 
wire  gnn  construction  has  fonned  tfa« 
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matterof <cieiiti6cBxaminntion  byPruB- 
BJaa  artillttTj  ofi{<'«TS ;  whether  Gupies  ol 
tbeir  Export  vilt  be  ordered  to  be 
pmiTed  iur  the  use  of  Members  of  this 
House;  and,  whether  it  is  the  intentiou 
of  tbe  Ooverameat,  in  an;  experiment! 
to  be  made  in  wire  gun  cooEtruction,  1o 
call  in  the  aid  of  Mr.  Longridge,  the 
iofentor,  and  thus  insure  a  full  test  of 
tbeinrentinn  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  W.  H.  Saixn) :  A  lecture 
on  Mr.  LoD grid ge's  system  uf  nire  gun 
con<truclion  was  delivered  at  Coblenz 
in  January  laat  bj  an  ofGcer  of  Prussian 
Artillery.  It  is  presumed  that  thii 
lecturs  is  the  Report  to  which  the  him 
U«Luber  refers.  It  is  not  cousidered 
that  any  useful  purpose  would  be  an- 
twersd  by  preseniing  the  document  tc 
Pvliatnent.  Mr.  Lungridge  lias,  how- 
erer,  been  recently  invited  to  submit  e 
^D  constructed  on  his  principle  lo  the 
War  Department. 

Mb.  OR.AY  asked  at  whose  expense 
vas  the  gun  to  be  submitted  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  tob 
WAR;  He  will,  of  course,  be  aiked  to 
fiiniish  a  gun  for  examination  by  the 
Dspartment. 

FISHEklES    (lEELANU)  —  THE    BIVER 

SHANNON  —  THE   LIMERICK  BOARD 

or  CONSERVATORS. 

CoLONBL  KINQ-HARMAX  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  hie  attention  has 
besn  directed  to  the  following  letter, 
vldch  appeared  in  last  week's  Field: — 

"  Sir,— I  am  inrfl  the  anKlinft  rfadera  of  The 
/■(UiaEngUnduwellaa  in  Iraliind  xvilt  be 
•itoiii>h«d  lo  hear  ths  wretched  plight  to  which 
niT  tmalifu!  river  haa  been  brought  by  the 
iJnerick  Board  of  UonacrTatora.  To  begin 
villi,  the  Board  itself  is,  ns  a  body,  broken  np 
ud  defunct;  the  clerk  (Mr.  Alton).  tKeinipec- 
tor  of  *iter  baitiffa  and  evay  water  bailiff  on  the 
nier  from  Haggi  Head,  down  near  the  Atlnntic. 
to  Tarmonbarry,  in  Longford.  haTO  been  dia- 
nuaed  far  want  of  f  uiide  to  pay  them;  theaalmoa 
■nd  iTDul  are  in  conaequonce  left  to  take  care  of 
"Mnnelvea;  »nd  the  poachers  are  plying  their 
•»g>bord  trade  whereyer  net,  atrokebaul,  or 
NT  am  be  oied  with  the  most  deadly  effect, 
"berg  are  the  Irish  Fishery  Inapectors,  and 
*bit  action  do  tber  mean  to  take  in  tbe  present 
imterisii. 

"  S.  J.  Barley. 
"Killaloe,  July  13;" 
Whether  any  steps  hare  been  taken  by 
the  Irish  Fishery  Inspectors  to  have  the 
Sbaonon  looked  after  in  tho  estnary  by 
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the  Coastguards,  and  in  the  middle  and 
upper  sectioijB  of  the  river  by  the  Royal 
Irish  Constabulary;  whpther  the  Go- 
veroraent  will  prevent  the  Conservators 
from  receiving,  next  October,  the  river 
fuuda  for  current  season,  which  it  is  ex- 
petted  will  amount  to  something  like 
£2.500  ;  and,  whether  the  Inspectors  of 
Fisheries  will  be  instnicted  to  see  that 
the  said  moneys  shall  be  judiciously  ex- 
pended in  the  preservation  of  the  i:'han- 
non  and  its  tributaries  during  the  en- 


LAND  (Sir  William  Hart  Dyke)  : 
The  Inspectors  inform  me  that  im- 
mediately on  learning  that  the  bailiffs 
on  the  Shannon  had  been  dismissed, 
they  applied  and  received  sanction  for 
Coa'>tguardB  and  Constabulary  to  look 
after  the  enforcement  of  the  law  re- 
garding the  annual  and  weekly  close 
seasons.  I  am  also  informed  that  there 
is  no  power  in  the  Qovernment  to  pre- 
vent the  Conservators  who  may  be 
elected  in  October  next  from  receiving 
the  river  funds,  and  the  law  provides 
that  the  maongement  of  these  funds  shall 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  Conservators. 

Mb.  SEXTON  asked  whether  the 
Conservators  generully  failed  to  levy 
the  10  per  cent  on  the  valuation  of  tbe 
fisheries;  and  whether  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  make  a  full  inquiry 
into  the  whole  question  ? 

TnECaiEF  SECRETARY  fob  IRE- 
LAND said,  he  was  nut  aware  of  tbe 
circumstances  mentioned. 

THE  ROYAL  IRISH  CONSTABULARY— 
PENSIONERS, 
Mb.  O'BRIEN  (for  Mr.  Healy) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Will  he  grant 
an  inquiry  into  the  claims  of  the 
few  Constabulary  pensioners  in  Ire- 
land who  received  increased  pay  from 
1872  till  1874,  in  compliance  with  the 
recommendations  of  the  CommisMoa 
which  sat  in  1872,  but  who  were  not 
granted  the  increased  pensions  also  re- 
commended by  the  said  Commission  ;  is 
he  aware  that  several,  if  not  all,  of  these 
men  were  discharged  from  tbeir  re- 
spective stations,  and  not  brought  be- 
fore tbe  Constabulary  authorities  in 
Dublin  in  the  ordinary  way;  did  men 
who  were  discharged  a  couple  of  weeks 
ibseqnently  to  the  discharge  of  these 
en  receive  the  increased  pension ;  and, 
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if  no  valid  ground  is  found  to  eiist  for 
having  deprived  these  men  of  the 
beneGts  they  claim  to  be  entitled  to 
under  the  recommend  a  lion  a  of  the 
Oommisiion  of  1872,  vill  the  Qovern- 
ment  pay  them  the  arrears  of  pennion 
theytbiak  tbemeelres  justly  entitled  to  ? 
TheCHIEF  SEOEETAEY  for  ike- 
land  (Sir  William  Hart  Dyke): 
The  claim  of  the  Irish  Constabulary 
peosioners  who  received  increased  pay 
from  1872  to  1N74  to  be  allowed  the 
benefit  of  a  pension  scheme  which  was 
not  in  fores  when  tbey  retired  has  bean 
recently  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Oovernmeat,  on  a  Memorial  from  some 
of  their  number ;  but  we  have  seen  no 
reason  to  alter  the  decision  of  successiTe 
Governments  that  the  claim  ia  quite 
untenable.  The  Inspector  Qeneral  in- 
forms me  that  in  dealinj;  with  these 
oases  there  was  no  departure  from  the 
practioe  prevailing  in  the  Force  at  the 
time. 

INDIA  - 


Th4  Staff  College. 
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-RE- 


-  MADRAS  PRESIDENCY 
VOLT  OF  TAL00K8. 
Mr.  BIQGAE  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India,  Whether  four  talooks 
have  recently  been  disarmed  in  the  Ma- 
dras Prssidency;  whether,  since  De- 
cember last,  there  have  been  two  en- 
counters with  the  troops;  whether  dy- 
namite has  been  freely  used  by  tbe 
troops;  whether  one  European  soldier 
has  been  killed,  and  one  officer  and 
several  soldiers  wounded ;  and,  whether 
tweuty'fouT  insurgents  hare  been  killed 


inded. 


The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  Eandolph  Chitrchill) 
in  reply,  said,  three  talooks  had  been 
disarmed  since  last  December.  Two 
encounters  had  taken  place  with  the 
troops,  in  the  course  of  which  one  officer 
bad  been  killed  and  four  European 
soldiers  wounded.  Dynamite  had  been 
used  by  the  iroops  in  order  to  effect  an 
entrance  into  a  building  held  by  the  in- 
surgents. This  subject  could  not  be 
dealt  with  in  the  space  of  an  answer, 
and  it  the  hon.  Member  moved  for 
Papers  they  would  be  presented. 

LAW  AND  POLICE-THE  ■'  PALL  MALL 
GAZETTE  "—PUBLICATION  OF 
OFFENSIVE  ARTICLES. 
Me.  p.  a.  MTINTZ  asked  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
Mr.  O'Brien 


Whether  he  has  taken  the  opinion  of 
the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  as  it 
whether  a  publication  called  TAe  Pali 
Wall  OaMet'B  has  been  gTiilty  of  a 
violation  of  the  Law  by  publiabing  the 
obscene  matter  which  has  recently  ap- 
peared in  its  columns;  and,  if  their 
opinion  is  that  an  offence  has  been  com- 
mitted, why  the  Qoverament  have  not 
instituted  a  proaeoution  against  that 
journal  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  B. 
AesHETOif  Gross):  On  the  14th  of 
July  I  stated  that,  after  coasul'Ation 
with  the  highest  legal  advice  at  their 
disposal,  the  Govorament  had  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  it  would  not  be 
desirable  to  take  proceedings  .against 
the  editor  of  tbe  paper  named.  I  have 
never  swerved  from  that  conclusion,  and 
the  matter  remains  as  before. 


ARUY  EDUCATION— THE  STAFF  COL- 
LEGE-ORIENTAL LANGUAGES. 

Colonel  MILNE-HOME  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  If,  in 
accordance  with  a  promise  made  by  the 
late  Secretary  of  State  for  War  to  the 
House  on  March  19ch,  1865,  the  ques- 
tion of  affording  officers  at  the  cStaff 
College  opportunitlesof  studying  modem 
Oriental  languages  has  been  considered; 
and  what,  if  any,  decision  has  been 
arrived  at  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  W.  H.  SurrH) :  The  ques- 
tion has  been  considered ;  but  the 
course  at  tbe  Staff  (College  is  so  largely 
taken  up  in  military  studies  that  it 
is  not  thought  advisable  to  introduce 
iu  any  special  manner  the  study  of 
Oriental  languages.  Steps  have,  how- 
ever, been  taken  for  the  formation  of 
classes  at  Cairo  and  Alexandria  for 
the  study  of  Arabic,  and  rewards  will 
be  given  to  successful  students  by  way 
of  encouraging  the  acquisilioQ  of  a 
knowledge  of  that  language.  I  may 
add  that,  after  much  discussion,  a 
scheme  has  been  elaborated  under 
which  the  Civil  Service  Commisdonera 
will  hold  half-yearly  examinations  in 
any  languages,  including  Oriental  lan- 
guages, for  which  officers  may  present 
themselves.  There  will  be  two  degreea 
of  qualification — one,  the  simple  paoa, 
the  others  certificate  for  an  interpreter- 
ship. 
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rrSHEKT     LAWS     (IRELAKD)  —  THE 

RIVER  SUIR— CASE  OF   O'SHEA  AND 

OTHERS. 

Me.  R.  power  (for  Mr.  Leamt) 
uked  th«  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  If  it  is  the  fact 
that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  lately  refused 
to  remit  or  reduce  the  fines  imposed  on 
■  man  named  O'Shea  and  others  for  an 
offence  against  the  Fishery  Lairs  in 
Bitrer  Suir,  allhough  the  ma(;istrates 
who  tried  the  case  and  the  Commis- 
■onera  of  Fisheries  recommended  ihe 
TemissioQ  of  tlie  fines,  on  the  ground  of 
the  good  characters  and  the  poverty  of 
tbe  nersons  fined ;  and,  if  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  consulted  the  Inspectors  of 
tbe  Fisheries  on  the  matter ;  if  not,  vill 
he  consult  them,  and  vill  he  reconsider 
the  Uemorial  praying  for  a  remission  of 
the  fines  ? 

Thb  chief  secretary  fob  IRE 
LAND  (Sir  Wiluam  Habt  Dske); 
O'Shea  and  three  other  men  were  fined 
£3  collectively  for  an  offence  against  the 
Fiihery  Laws.  They  appealed  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  and  Hie  Excellency 
vOQinlted  the  Fishery  Inspectors,  who 
reoommended  that  the  penalty  should 
■Mt  be  reduced.  The  fine  having  heen 
paid  and  allocated,  His  Excellency  has 
no  power  to  make  any  order  in  the 
ailter. 

UW  AND  JOSTICE  {IRELAND)- THE 
EARL  OF  BELFAST.  CLERK  OP  THE 
PEACE,  CO.  ANTRIM. 
Ma.  SEXTON  asked  the  Chief  Socre- 
t»y  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  the  Earl  of  Belfast  holds,  and 
has  held  for  about  36  years,  the  office 
of  derk  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of 
Antrim ;  vhether  he  draws  from  this 
oCBce,  in  salary  and  fees,  about  £1.600 
per  annum;  whether  the  duties  of  the 
office  are  wholly  performed  by  a  deputy 
It  Belfast ;  whether  the  clerk,  the  Earl 
of  Belfast,  lives  in  London,  has  no  Irish 
address,  and  has  not  resided  in  the 
otnui^  Antrim,  or  in  any  part  of  Ire- 
land, at  any  time  for  the  past  thirty 
jean ;  whether  the  clerk  is  entitled  to 
continue  to  hold  his  office,  and  draw  his 
•alary,  without  performing  any  of  the 
daties,  and  without  even  attaching  his 
Hgnature  to  decrees  of  the  county  court 
jiuge,  notices  for  Parliamentary  regis- 
tiatioD,  lists  of  voters,  and  other  doou- 
menta  by  law  required  to  be  signed  by 


the  clerk  of  the  peace ;  and,  how  he 
acquired  the  office,  what  is  his  tenure  of 
it.  and  whether  tbe  Government  will 
take  the  needful  steps  to  substitute  for 
him  a  competent  person  residing  in  the 
county  ? 

Thb  chief  SECEETAEY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Sir  WiLUiM  Habt  Dyke)  :  I 
believe  the  hon.  Member  had  givea 
Notice  of  this  Question  before  my  right 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral for  Ireland  made  a  statement  in 
Committee  of  Supply  on  the  subject  to 
which  it  refers.  That  statement  was  very 
full  and  explicit,  and  gave  all  the  infor- 
mation that  can  be  procured  in  answer 
to  the  Question.  The  hon.  Member  will, 
therefore.  I  am  sure,  not  expect  me  to 
add  anything  to  it. 

EGYPT— THE  SOUDAN-THE  SUAKIN- 
BEHBER  RAILWAY. 

8m  HENRY  TYLER  asked  the  Se- 
cretary  of  Slate  for  War,  What  is  the 
existing  condition  of  the  Railway  from 
Suakin  towards  Berber;  what  length  of 
line  has  been  constructed  ;  whether  it  is 
now  guarded  or  maintained ;  and  what 
portion  is  still  available  for  traffic ;  and, 
what  quantities  of  tons  of  rails  and  what 
number  of  sleepers  were  purchased  or  pro- 
vided; what  numbers  were  despatthed 
from  this  Country  or  elsewhere  to  Sua- 
kin ;  what  proportion  of  those  were 
landed  at  Suakin,  and  are  still  there ; 
what  proportion  have  been  sent  away 
from  Suakin  ;  to  what  destination ;  and 
where  they  now  are  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fob 
WAR  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith);  No  recent 
Report  has  been  received  on  the  condi- 
tion of  this  line ;  but  it  is  known  that 
a  portion  has  been  damaged  by  heavy 
rains,  and  it  is  reported  that  another 
portion  has  been  torn  up  by  the  Arabs. 
The  total  length  constructed  was  iS^ 
miles.  This  is  not  guarded  or  main- 
tained beyond  the  we^t  redoubt,  about 
a  mile  and  a-half  from  the  landing 
place.  15,000  tons  of  rails  and  375.000 
sleepers  were  provided,  of  which  all  the 
rails  and  345,000  sleepers  were  de- 
spatched to  Suakin.  Of  the  materials 
sent  out,  about  one-sisth  were  landed 
at  Suakin,  and  are  still  there.  The  re- 
mainder were  brought  back  to  England, 
and  will  probably  be  made  use  of  at 
certain  military  stations  where  tramways 
are  required. 
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HOADS  AND  BRIDGES  (IBELAND)-THE 
TOUR  SLATE  QUARRIES -BRIDGE 
OVER  THE  RIVER  SUIlt. 
Mb.  MAKUM  aaked  tbe  Chief  Secre- 
tary ti>  the  Lord  Lieuteoant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  liU  attentioa  has  been  directed 
to  the  collapse  of  the  workingB  of  the 
Tour  State  Quarrieii,  aa  described  by 
Mr,  P.  Morrissy,  of  Carrick  on  Suir,  in 
T/ie  Mangier  Exprei;  as  follows;— 

"  Some  tew  josr*  ngo  a  gantleman,  a  unlive 
of  Waica,  bought  the  interest  in  a  plot  of  land 
from  Count  de  la  Poor,  eitiiatpd  oa  that  part  of 
hia  property  citlcd  Tour,  vithin  two  inilea  from 
Rilsheelan,  and  five  from  Carrick  OD  Suir.  IIJB 
object  was  to  open  a  alatfi  quarry,  uhich  hia 
long  experience  aa  emrineer  and  manajfer  of 
aeveral  works  of  Ibis  kind  both  in  Europe  and 
America  enabled  him  to  foresee  that  it  should 
be  a  derided  aucceas.  Ua  imported  machinery 
and  implementB  at  great  coat  and  inconveAience, 
engaged  twenty-five  men  at  from  12<.  to  18i>. 
per  week,  and  tor  two  or  three  raontha  the  good 
work  went  on,  every  day  adding  more  and  more 
to  the  enthuaiasm  of  the  spirited  explorer.  A 
atreum  runs  cIobo  by  Iho  quarry,  which,  in 
order  to  admit  cars  to  tho  byo  road  leading  to 
the  public  thoroughfare  between  Clonmel  and 
Carrick  on  t^aii,  it  would  be  nccesBury  to  build 
a  bridge  over.  When  the  necessity  arose,  Mr. 
Thomas  Williama,  tho  proprietor  of  the  works, 
went  to  the  Count  de  la  Pocr  for  advice  and 
co-operation,  and  was  cnrtly  informed  that  he 
would  neilhier  allow  tbe  bridge  to  bo  con> 
■truetod  nor  the  road  to  be  used.  All  ma- 
chinery, implements,  &c.  were  packed  into  the 
dwelliDg-bouse,  wbere  Ihey  atill  remain ; " 
and,  wfaetlier  the  Oovernment  vill  ad- 
vise the  Board  of  Public  Works  in  lie- 
land  to  seud  one  of  tbe  Laud  Improve- 
mont  Iaspei:tors  to  tUia  elate  quarry  of 
Tour,  to  make  a  report  thereon,  in  order 
to  place  au  author- tat ive  statement  be- 
fore Count  de  la  Poer,  bo  as  to  induce 
him  to  reconsider  hia  determination, 
and,  further,  to  lay  grounds  for  an  ap- 
plication before  thb  fortbcomin^;  Pre- 
BOntment  Sessions  to  construct  a  bridge 
on  tbe  rpot  desired  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECGETAETfok IRE- 
LAND (Sir  Wjlliam  Hart  Dyke)  : 
Time  has  not  admitted  of  my  ascertain- 
inK  the  fads  of  tliiscase;  but  it  appears 
to  bea  matter  of  private  undertakingover 
vhivh  the  UovernmoDt  has  no  control. 

ARMY— FATAL  ACCIDENT  AT  CATER- 
HAM  RANGES. 
Db.  FARQUHAliSON  asked  the  Se- 
creiary  of  JiJtate  for  War,  Whether  bis 
aUention  has  been  drawn  to  a  fatal 
actident  wKicli  occurred  recently  to  a 
rstntit  of  the  Guards  at  ihe  Caterham 


ranges  when  at  skirmish  drill  wiih  fixed 
bayonets;  and,  whether  he  will  consult 
the  Military  authorities  as  to  the  neces- 
sity of  soldiers  (roiog  through  such  dan- 
gerous practice  ? 

The  SECRETAET  of  STATE  fob 
WAR  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  :  The  occur- 
rence referred  to  was  an  accident  of  a 
most  uQuaual  character,  and  it  may  be 
hoped  is  very  unlikely  to  occur  ag^io. 
It  is  essential  that  recruits  at  cert..ia 
stat;es  of  their  training  should  practice 
with  fixed  baynneta,  in  order  to  acquire 
skill  and  steadiness  in  the  use  of  iheir 
arms.  As  a  rule,  the  knowledge  that 
bayonets  are  fixed  makes  the  men  very 
careful.  The  Uilitary  Authoriiies  do 
not  consider  that  any  chango  in  the  Be- 
gulations  is  required. 

POST  OFFICE -PKE-PATMENT  OF 
POSTACtE. 

Sir  JOHN  KENNA WAY  asked  the 
Postmaster  Qeneral,  If  he  wilt  extend 
to  post  offices  of  towaa,  being  the  places 
of  election  and  head  quarters  of  new 
Parliamentary  divisions,  the  priTilege' 
now  afforded  (o  a  few  large  towns  <>f 
posting  letters  unstamped  but  prepaid 
in  cash  where  the  aggregate  postage 
of  such  letters  is  not  less  than  live 
pounds  ? 

The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL 
(Lord  John  Mannebs)  :  I  regret  that  I 
am  unable  to  accede  to  the  boo.  Mem- 
ber's proposal.  The  abolition  many 
years  ago  of  permissive  pre-payment  in 
money  has  been  attended  with  great 
advantage;  and  although,  in  the  case 
of  a  few  large  towns,  the  rule  has  been 
relaxed,  further  relaxation  is  very  un- 
desirable. It  has  been  considered  whe- 
ther it  would  be  practicable  to  make 
arrangementa.  speoially  for  the  days  of 
the  approaching  elections;  but  this  is 
found  not  to  be  possible. 

SOUTH  AFRICA-BASDTOLASD. 

Sir  EGBERT  FOWLER  (I^an 
Mayor)  asked  the  Secretary  of  Sute 
for  the  Colonies,  Whether  he  has  re- 
ceived any  recent  communication  from 
Colonel  Claike  on  the  slate  of  aETairs  in 
Baautoland ;  and,  if  eo,  nill  he  iafunn 
tbe  House  uf  their  purport  ? 

The  SECREfARY  of  STATE  roa 
THE  COLONIES  (Colonel  8rA>LitT) : 
Uur  last  general  Report  from  Colon*l 
Clarke  is  ddted  April  33.    I  fear  il 
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Thr  chief  secret AKT  for  IBE' 
LAND  (Sir  William  Haht  Dyke): 
'iha  Bill  is  down  for  second  reading  on 
Friday  nest,  I  cannot  give  any  siicli 
undprtalcin;  as  that  suggested  in  tlie 
second  paragraph  of  tbia  Unestion.  On 
the  contrary,  I  do  not  think  an  an- 
nouncement of  the  kind  should  I>e  made 
until  a  much  lator  stage  of  the  Bill  has 
been  reached  than  the  second  reading. 


vnnid  be  impossible  to  state  within  the 
limits  of  an  answer  the  Bubstance  of 
the  Correspondence  which  has  taken 
place  with  Her  Majesty's  Representa- 
tiTe  ia  Ba^utiland  ;  but  the  Papers  will 
be  presented  to  Parliament,  and  my 
ri^ht  hon.  Friend  vrill  see  that  tran- 
quillity in  Bnsutoland  has  been  fairly 
well  preserved.  I  am  now  glad  that 
ray  riKht  hon.  Friend  postponed  bis 
Question  nn'il  to-day.  for  it  so  happens 
tbat  in  a  telegram,  principally  on  other 
matters,  I  linve  this  day  hoard  from  tbe 
Cape  that  Masupha  has  sent  in  some 
hut  tax,  and  that  things  in  Btuutoland 
ire  looking  rather  better. 

Sib  BORERT  FOWLEE  (Lobd 
Matoe'::  Will  Papers  be  presented  be- 
fore (he  close  of  the  Session? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  fob 
THE  COLONIES  :  I  will  make  inquiry  ; 
but  I  am  afraid  not. 

HOTAL   IRISH    CONSTABXTLART— AP- 
POINTMENT   OF    MEDICAL 
OFFICERS. 

Mr.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  asked  the 
Chipf  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Is  it  the  usual  course  to  ap- 
point the  medical  officer  of  a  dispensary 
district  as  medical  adviser  to  the  Police ; 
and,  is  it  the  intention  of  the  Inspector 
General  of  Police  in  Ireland  to  separate 
tbe  appointments  in  the  case  of  Casile- 
pollaid  and  Coole  di>^trirts? 

The  CHIEF  SEORETAETforIRE- 
LAND    (Sir    Willi*m   H 
There  is  no  rule  on  the 
it  often    happens   that  the  dispei 
doitor   is  tha   most    suitable   candidatu 
for  ippointment  as  medical  officer  to  the 
Constabulary,  and  when  tliis  is  so  he  is 
sppoiiited.    The  Inspector  General  can- 
not dieci'le  what  course  to  adopt  in  tlie 
case  of  Castlepotlnrd  and  Coole  diAtiiit', 
u  nn  appointment  has  yut  been  made  to 
the  dispensaries  there. 


INTERMEDIATE  EDUCATION  (IRE- 
LAND)—EX  A  M  IN  ATI  ON  S . 

Mk.  sexton  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Why  the  examination  papers  for  the 
Irirh  Intermediate  Examinations,  \Thich 
in  every  previous  year  bad  been  printed 
in  Dublin,  were  printed  this  year  in 
Lfindon  ;  and,  whether  the  former  prac- 
tice will  be  resumed  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Sir  William  Hart  Dyke): 
I  ain  informed  that  the  Board  of  Inter- 
mediate Education  consider  it  a  matter 
uf  extreme  importance  that  the  placa 
where  their  examination  papers  are 
printed  should  not  be  disclosed. 


PABUAMENT  —  BUSINESS     OF     THE 
HOUSE  — LAND   PUHCHASB 
(IRELAND)  BILL. 
Mr.  FINDLATEE  asked  the  Chief 
Bstrstary  to  tlie  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, Upon  what  day  he  projioses   to 
tike  ttie  Second  Reading  of  the  Land 
Purchase  (Ireland)    Bill  ;  and,  whetber 
on  lbs  Second  Reading  the  Government 
■ill  be  prepari  d  t)  eimmuniinte  to  the 
House  the  names  of  tbe  two  Cnmmis- 
Boneis  proposed  to  be  appointed  7 


BOAHD     OF     NATIONAL     EDUCATION 
(IRELAND)-EXTRA  INSTRUCTION. 
Mr.  sexton  a■^ked  the  Ch^ef  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  the  officers  of  the  Irish  Board 
of  Natiiinal  Education  have  lately  made 
IT  L>vxe)  :  '  an    order    that    extra    instruction    by 
bject;  but  I  teather*  to  uionitora  "  must  ba  given  in 
'•''■"""-■•—    the  schoolrnom,"  although  ihTe  is  no 
direi'tion  to  this  effeit  in  tbe  rnlfs  and 
regulations  of  tbe  Board;  and,  whether, 
as  teachers  had  always  been  allowed  to 
give    extra    instruction,    at  their    resi- 
dences, to  the  monitors  of  their  schools, 
and  the  new  direction  makes  it  neces- 
sary, in  many  canes,  to  walk  long  dis- 
tances in  bad  weather,  and  imposes  mtich 
hardship,  especially  on  old  and  infirm 
teachers,  ihe  Commissioners  will  direct 
that  the  extra  instruction  may  be  given, 
as  heretofore,  at  the  residences  of  the 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Sir  William  Hart  Dyke): 
There  is  no  rule  on  Ihia  snKject ;  but  it 
is  a  rccnguizsd  principle  of  tbe  National 
Board,  and  one  from  wliiub  departures 
are  only  allowed  in  cases  of  a  peculiar 
and  exceplijnat  character,  that  every 
service  for  which  salary,    gratuity,    or 
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reaulU  fees  are  claimable,  including  the 
extra  instruction  of  monitora,  must  be 
discharged  in  the  school  room.  As  the 
proper  time  for  giviiig  this  estra  in- 
struction is  immediately  before  or  after 
tbs  ordinary  school  hours,  no  question 
of  extra  walking  is  involved. 

PARLIAMENTARY  ELECTIONS  —  RB- 
GISTRATION  OF  VOTERS  BILL- 
PRINTING  OF  THE  VOTING  LISTS, 
CO.  ARMAGH. 

Mb.  O'BRIEN  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Is  it  a  tact  that  the  printing  of  the  sup- 
plemeotal  lists  of  voters  for  the  county 
of  Armagh  was  entrusted  by  the  Clerk 
of  the  Grown  and  Peace  to  two  Orange 
printers,  and  that  the  information  dis- 
cloaed  by  these  lists  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  Conservative  agents  before  the  date 
of  their  regular  publication ;  is  it  true 
that,  at  the  recent  sitting  of  the  Armagh 
Grand  Jury,  no  contract  was  entered  into 
for  the  printing  of  the  county  register, 
and  G  up  plemeotal  and  other  lists ;  if 
BO,  by  what  authority  the  Clerk  of  the 
Crown  and  Peace  entrusted  the  work  to 
the  two  persons  referred  to ;  and,  if  the 
contract  was  illegal,  will  payment  be 
disallowed  when  settling  the  amount  of 
the  contribution  to  be  made  out  of  the 
Imperial  Exchequer  to  the  Qrand  Jury 
in  respect  of  the  expenses  of  registra- 
tion? 

The  CHIEF  SECBETARY  fok  IRE- 
LAND (Sir  WiLUAM  Hart  Dyke):  I 
nm  informed,  wilh  regard  to  the  first 
paragraph  of  the  Question,  that  it  is  not 
the  fact  aa  stated  therein.  In  North 
and  Mid  Armagh  the  work  was  given  to 
the  ordinary  printers  for  the  Grand 
Jury,  and  in  South  Armagh  to  the 
offlce  of  a  strictly  non-political  paper. 
The  Statutes  which  rendered  the  print- 
ing neceasctry  bad  not  become  law  in 
time  to  enable  the  contracts  to  be 
brought  before  the  last  Presentment 
Sessions  and  Grand  Jury  ;  but  the  ex- 
penses incurred  will  still  come  under 
review,  and  any  cesspayer  will  have 
an  opportunity  of  objecting. 

DEFENCES  OF  THE  EMPIRE-DEFENCE 

OF  THE  SEAPORTS. 

Captain  PRICE  asked  Mr.  Attorney 

Qenoral,  If  his  attention  has  been  called 

to  the  proposed  scheme  for  the  defence 

of  our  seaports  by  private  enterprise; 

Sir  fl'itlinm  Hart  Dyi* 
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and,  whether  he  has  considered  how 
far  the  use  of  armed  private  ships  or 
torpedo  vessels,  manned  by  officers  and 
men  not  members  of  the  Royal  Navy, 
nor  under  its  Articles  of  War,  would  be 
in  ancordanne  with  Inlernational  Law? 
The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
BicHABD  Webster)  said,  he  was  not 
quite  sure  that  he  had  seen  the  scheme 
referred  to ;  but  as  to  whether  the  use  of 
armed  private  ships  and  torpedo  vesaels 
would  be  in  accordance  with  Inter- 
national Law  would  depend  on  the  sar- 
vice  on  which  such  ships  and  veesela 
were  engaged,  and  the  regulations  nnder 
which  they  were  acting.  In  the  absence 
of  mors  detailed  information  on  those 
points,  he  could  not  give  any  further 

8ia  JOHN  HAY:  Would  it  not  de- 
pond  upon  whether  the  officers  wore  dnlj 
commisiioned  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL:  Upon 
that  and  many  other  circumstances. 

PUBLIC  WORKS-THE  MAIL  JETTY  AT 
HOLYHEAD. 

Mb.  MORGAN  LLOYD  aaked  Hr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  If  heis  pre- 
pared to  sanction  the  expenditure  neces- 
sary to  render  the  Mail  Jetty  at  Holy- 
head safe  and  commodious  for  the  ar- 
rival and  departure  of  the  Mail  Steamers 
from  and  to  Ireland  ? 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  Hesby  Holland)  (who  re- 
plied) said  :  The  Mail  Packet  Company 
have  for  some  time  been  in  correspon- 
dence with  the  Treasury  and  Board  of 
Trade  with  reference  to  this  subject;  and 
special  Reports  on  it  were  accordingly 
obtained  from  Sir  John  Hawksliaw  and 
from  the  Harbour  Ma<iter  at  Holyhead, 
Admiral  Mackenzie.  Both  these  experi- 
enced authorities  concur  in  saying  that 
the  present  works,  nuhject  to  some  repairs 
which  will  be  carried  out  in  due  course. 
aSbrd  reasonable  security  to  the  mul 
packets ;  and  the  Government  would, 
therefiire,  not  be  justified  in  proposing 
to  Parliament  any  further  expenditure 
on  the  jetty  beyond  what  is  required  bj 
the  terms  of  the  mail  contract. 

REGISTRY  OF  DEEDS  OFFICE,  DtTBLIS. 
Colonel  KING-HARMAN  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  he  can  explain  whj 
the  Commission  appointed  last  year  to 
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inqnim  into  the  grievancea  of  the  clerks 
id  the  Bef;iatry  of  Deads  OfHce,  Ireland, 
have  made  no  Beport ;  and  if  he  ia 
airare  that  there  are  DO  w  three  vacancies 
in  that  office  which  have  not  been  filled 
up;  and,  whether  he  will  call  upon  the 
CommiMTonem  to  send  in  their  Beport 
viihoat  further  delay  ? 

Tkb  SECEETAET  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  Hbnrt  Holland)  (who  re- 
Blied)  said  :  The  Committee  to  which  my 
bon.  and  pliant  Friend  alludes 
appointed  in  December  last,  but,  01 
to  the  illnesa  of  one  Member,  wa^  only 
able  to  commence  its  work  in  March, 
and,  owing  to  the  profesftional  engage- 
ments of  some  Members  of  it,  has  not  yet 
basD  in  a  condition  to  report.  The  Be- 
port will,  however,  be  made  aa  soon  as 
practicable.  Id  themeanwhile,  the  vacan- 
cies in  the  upper  parts  of  the  office  will 
befiUed  up  by  prooiotions  from  the  staff. 

UW  AND  JUSTICE  (IRELAND)  —  THE 
COURT  OF  BANKRDPTCY,  DUBLIN. 

Mb.  FINDLATEE  asked  the  Finan- 
cial Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  If  he  has 
•sen  the  observations  of  the  Honourable 
Judge  Miller,  reported  in  the  Dublin 
Bswspapers,  in  reference  to  the  answer 
given  by  him  to  the  question  asked  on 
the  17th  instant  with  regard  to  the  re- 
fuHl  of  the  Treasury  to  fill  up  the 
taeaacy  in  the  office  staff;  can  he  ex- 
plain the  alleged  inacouraciea  contained 
hi  his  answer,  viz.  that  the  work  of  the 
cSce  had  decreased  about  forty  per  cent. 
•lace  the  staff  was  last  fixed  by  the 
Treasury,  and  that  the  Treasury  had  only 
initisted  on  the  very  moderate  reduction 
of  two  clerks  in  a  staffof  fourteen,  when, 
in  point  of  fact,  there  are  only  one  chief 
cterk,  two  clerks,  and  a  deputy  assistant 
ngistrar  dischargiDg  the  duties  of  the 
Itneral  office  of  the  Court ;  and.  will  the 
Financial  Secretary  atate  his  authority 
foe  the  atatemeots  in  his  anawer,  and  if 
the  information  on  which  auch  state- 
noitt  were  founded  was  derived  from 
•ay  aource  auffii-ieotly  reliable  to  justify 
the  Treasury  in  refusing  the  clerical 
■••isiasae  solemnly  declared  by  the 
Jadge  to  be  required  for  the  efficient 
tMnaaction  of  the  biisineas  of  the  Court? 

The  8ECRETAET  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  He.^hy  Holland)  :  I  have 
■am  a  report  of  Judge  Millc^r's  remarks 
in  reference  to  the  answer  I  formerly 
give.  Uy  statement  about  the  reduc- 
tion in  hnainesB  was  taken  from   the 


"Judicial  Statistics,"  and  the  further 
statement  with  regard  to  the  staff  re- 
ferred to  the  total  establishment  of  the 
Court,  includiug  permanent  copy i eta. 
My  information  on  otiier  points  is  de- 
rived from  two  experienced  officers,  who 
visited  the  Department  last  year,  inves- 
tigated the  amount  and  nature  of  the 
work  done  there,  and  ascertained  the 
personal  opinions  of  the  staff  upon  the 
subject. 

TURKEY  (EUROPEAN  PROVINCES)— 
AFFAIRS  OF  MACEDONIA. 

Mr.  BRYCE  asked  the  TJuder  Secre- 
tary of  tState  for  Foreign  Affairs,  When 
it  is  intended  to  present  to  the  House 
the  Beport  on  the  condition  of  Mace- 
donia, made  by  Major  Trotter  after  his 
visit  last  winter,  and  which  bas  been  re- 
ceived by  the  Foreign  Office  aome  months 
ago? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  Boubke):  Yes,  Sir;  tbia  Report 
will  be  laid  on  the  Table,  probably 
before  the  end  of  the  Session. 

ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON  THE  DEPHES- 
6I0N  OF  TRADE  AND  INDUSTRIES. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  asked  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  Whether  it  is 
true,  as  stated  in  yesterday's  Timu,  that 
Sir  T.  H.  Farrer  has  been  invited  to 
accept  nomination  as  a  member  of  the 
Royal  Commission  on  Depression  of 
Trade,  he  having  published  a  pamphlet 
on  that  subject,  and  hfs  opinions  there- 
fore being  already  well  knowu  ? 

Mr.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD  :  I  wiah  to 
ask  whether  it  is  true,  as  reported,  that 
two  right  bon.  Gentlemen  and  two  hon. 
Members  of  this  House  have  declined  to 
serve  on  this  Commission  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  ov  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beacb)  : 
It  is  not  true  that  Sir  Thomas  Farrer 
been  invited  to  accept  nomination 
Member  of  this  Commission.  As 
regards  the  Question  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Salford,  I  scarcely  think  it 
would  be  well  to  make  a  statement  on 
the  subject. 

the  metropolitan  police. 

Mr.     cavendish     BENTINCK 

nuked   the  Secretary   of  State   for  the 

Home  Department,  Whether  he  is  aware 

that,  at  a  meeting  held  at  the  Memorial 
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Hnll,  Farringilon  Sireet,  on  the  22nd 
iDSt.,  and  reported  in  Tm  Hall  Mail  (ra- 
%Hl«  of  the  23rd  in«t.,  Ur.  Be&jftmin 
Soot',  desi-ribed  a«  t'le  diamberlain  of 
the  Citj  of  LoDdon.  in  a  public  xpeech, 
accused  the  Kuperior  ofBciaU  of  the  Me- 
tropolitan Police  Force  of  collusion  with 
notoriouBlaw-breakers,  and,  after  Btaiiog 
that  ihe  Eight  hon.  Member  for  Derby 
in  his  admin  is  (ratio  a  of  the  office  of 
Home  Secretary  had  not  done  his  duty 
either  as  a  gentleman  or  a  statesman, 
proceeded  to  specify  instances  of  grOBs 
mismanni^ement  of  the  UvtropfHitan 
Fiilice  FurcP,  and  to  assert  that  the  Me- 
tropolitan Police  Trere  corrupted  by 
bribes  (riren  to  them  by  publicans  and 
prostitutes;  whether  there  is  any  founda- 
tion for  the  eerioua  charges  vhich  have 
been  thus  made  by  Mr.  Scntt  against 
the  Right  hon.  Member  for  Derby,  and 
against  the  Metropolitan  Police;  and, 
whether  he  will  considpr  whether  any, 
and  n  hat,  prooeeJinga  should  be  taktn 
in  respect  of  i  itber  accuBatinn  ? 

Thb  secretary,  of  STATE  for 
THB  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  E. 
AssHETox  Cross)  r  AVith  reference  to 
that  part  of  the  Question  which  appliss 
to  the  right  hon.  Qeiitleman  opposite,  I 
must  decline  to  answer  it.  I  cannot  en- 
dorse the  statement  of  (he  Chamberlain  ; 
but  the  right  hon.  Uentleman  ie  here  to 
answer  tho  charges  for  himself  if  any 
further  answer  is  required.  With  re- 
gard to  tlie  police  in  general,  I  mu!tt  say 
that  any  vague  and  general  sci^ui^ations 
arc.  ti>  my  mind,  most  unfair;  and  I  can 
only  say  that  if  anyuno  will  send  cpe- 
cifio  information  on  any  point  strjit  in- 
quiry will  be  made.  The  police  autho> 
rities  ere  most  anxious  that  every  such 
accusation  should  be  thoroughly  investi- 
gated. 

CYPRUS  (FINANCE,  ic.)-LANDINO 
DUTIES. 

Viscount  NEWPOET  asked  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Colonies,  Whe- 
ther it  is  the  case  that  Officera  on  active 
service  have  to  pay  a  heavy  duty  on 
their  pergonal  effects  when  landing  at 
Cyprus ;  and,  if  so,  trhether  some  dis- 
tinction could  be  drawn  in  this  respect 
between  Ofhiers  in  Her  Mnjesiy's  £ier- 
vice  and  i^t'ier  indivi^liials? 

The  SECREFAEY  of  STATE  fob 

THE    COLONIES    (Ct.mel    Stanley), 

in  reply,  said,  that  officers  on  landing 

at  Cyprus  had  to  pay  a  heavy  duty  oa 

Mr.  Cavend'ih  Btnttnek 
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their  personal  effects.  He  had  tole- 
graphed  to  the  High  Commissioner  of 
Cyprus  to  ask  if  some  arrangemezit 
could  be  made  in  the  direction  in- 
dicated. He  bad  reoeived  a  reply  that 
day;  but  he  was  Borry  to  say  that  it 
would  necessitate  further  communi- 
cation, and,  therefore,  he  could  not 
give  any  furthiT  information.  Se 
would  do  all  that  lay  in  his  power  to 
see  the  matter  adjusted. 


EUTPT-TIIE  SOUDAN- THE  GAERISOST 

of  kassala. 

Sir  WALTEE  B.  BAETTELOT 
asked  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  Whether  the  report  in 
The  Stand.ird,  dated  Cairo,  July  41,  wich 
regard  to  Kassala,  is  correct — 

"  Cnptain  Chennsida  t«legT*pha  thst  the 
rebela.  in  great  fuixe,  atbckod  the  Suburbs  of 
Kassala  on  June  lo  and  16, 

"After  levorofishlinB,  thoir  were  repulsed  by 
the  garrison,  who  kiUstl  3,000  of  the  rebels,  and 
captured  1,000  oxen,  1, ODD  sheep,  and  TOO  riflea. 

"  It  is  uDderalood  here  that  the  UHliih  Gi>- 
Temment  is  in  hopes  of  an  arrangement  being 
made  with  King  John  of  Abviainiii   for  the 
relief  of  the  Kauala  garriBOD  by  Baa  Alonla,   ' 
the  Abyninian  Qeneral." 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOH  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr. 
Bockke)  r  We  have  received  intelH- 
genre  of  a  severe  defeat  of  the  besiegers 
by  the  garrison  of  KassaU ;  but  the  de- 
tails in  the  newspaper  quoted  are  nnt 
contained  in  the  official  Report.  I  do 
not  think  it  would  be  expedient  at  pre- 
sent to  announce  what  steps  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Qoveroment  are  taking  with  a 
viiiw  to  the  safe  withdrawal  of  the  garri- 
sou  from  Kansala. 

SiE  WALTEE  B.  BAETTELOT :  I 
wish  to  know  whether  Her  Majesty's 
QovemmeDt  are  taking  some  steps  for 
the  relief  of  Kassala  P 

The  UNDEE  SECEETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  : 
Yes,  Sir. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR :  Can  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  state  the  name  of 
the  Commander  in  charge  of  this  mag- 
nificent defence? 

The  UNDER  SECEETAEY  of 
STATE  FOB  FORKIUN  AFFAIRS: 
At  this  moment  I  do  not  think  I  can 
give  the  Commander's  name ;  but  I  will 
make  inquii-y. 

Mb.  LABUUCBEEE  :  Do  we  under- 

stand  the  right  hon.  Oentleman  to  etate 

that  steps  are  being  taken  to  relieve  the 

garrison  of  Kassala,    and    are  we    to 
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nnderetand  that  this  will  iovolre  an; 
axpeoditure  ?  In  that  caa«  are  we  to 
hope  that  a  Supplemenlarj  Estimate 
viU  be  laid  on  the  Table  for  this  ex- 
penditure which  the  House  will  be  asked 
to  graat,  bo  that  we  shall  have  an  op- 
portunily  of  discussing  it  ? 

The  under  8ECRETAET  of 
STATE  FOB  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS: 
11  the  hon.  Gentleman  puts  the  Question 
OS  Thureda;  I  shall  be  able  to  give 
him  an  answer. 

Housnro  of  the  wobkinq  classes 

—SITES  OF  THE  METKOPOLITAN 
PRISONS. 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVEE  asked  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  AVhether, 
«tih  a  view  to  the  discussion  of  the  Bill 
for  the  better  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classee,  he  will  have  a  valuation  made 
by  the  Consulting  Surveyor  of  the  Office 
of  Works  of  the  sites  of  Miilbank  and 
Fentonville  Prisons? 

Thk  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Sir  Michael  Hicks -Beach) 
said,  this  matter  did  not  belong  to  the 
Office  of  Works,  therefore  he  could  not 
tdl  bow  far  it  might  come  within  the 
scope  of  the  ordinary  duty  of  the  Sur- 
veyor. Aa  to  whether  it  would  be  well 
that  a  special  valuation  should  be  made, 
that  was  another  matter;  and  if  the 
right  bon.  Geutleman  would  communi- 
cate with  the  right  hou.  Member  for 
Chelsea  (Su-  Charles  W.  Dilke),  who 
had  charge  of  the  Bill,  he  would  be 
ready  to  pay  the  greatest  attention  to 
any  auggestion  which  might  fall  from 
the  right  hon.  Qentleman. 

Ma.  8HA W- LEI- EVRE  said,  he  had 
always  noderstood  tbat  the  Surveyor  of 
the  Office  of  Works  was  bound  to  under- 
take any  duty  relating  to  Government 
property. 

Mb.  COUHTNET  inquired  whether, 
altbongh  the  Bill  was  to  be  in  the  hands 
of  the  right  bon.  Member  for  Chelsea, 
it  would  have  precedence  as  a  Govern- 
ment measure ;  and  if  so,  when  might 
they  expect  it  to  be  brought  up  7 

TbbCHANCELLOH  of  theEXCHE- 
QTJEE :  Yes.  Sir ;  of  course  we  will 
give  it  precedence,  but  I  cannot  say 
when  it  will  be  brought  on. 

EOrPT  — MISSION   OF  SIB  H.   DRUM. 

MONn  WOLFF. 

Sitt    GEORGE  CAMPBELL  asked, 

Whether  the  Government  intended  to 
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propose  any  Supplementary  Vote  in 
connection  with  the  Mission  of  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Portsmouth  (Sir  H. 
Drummond  Wolff),  and  whether  the 
House  would  have  an  opportunity  of 
discussing  the  matter  ? 

The  CHANCELLORofthe  EXCHE- 
QUER (Sir  Michael  Hickb-Beach)  :  I 
have  already  stated  to  the  House  that 
we  did  not  think  it  would  be  necessary 
to  present  a  Supplementary  Estimate 
for  the  ezpeoses  of  the  Mission  of  my 
right  hon.  Friend ;  but  if  there  was  any 
general  desire  on  the  part  of  the  House 
to  discuss  the  policy  of  that  Missiou  ,an 
opportunity  would  be  afforded  for  the 
discussion.  I  am  to  be  asked  a  Question 
on  the  subject  to-morrow. 

HIGH  COMMISSIONER  OF  NEW 

ODINEA. 

Sir   GEORGE    CAMPBELL  asked, 

Whether  there  was  to  be  any  Vote  pro- 

Sosed  for  the  High  Commisuoner  of 
Tew  Guinea? 

TheCHANCELLOEof THE  EXCHE- 
QUER (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach), 
in  reply,  said,  he  was  afraid  tbat  there 
could  be  no  Vote  for  the  High  Com- 
missioner of  New  Guinea,  because  ue- 
gotialious  with  the  Colonies  were  still 
proceeding,  and  they  did  not  know  what 
expenses  would  be  required. 

PARLIAMENT-PUBUC   BUSINESS. 

In  reply  to  Sir  Edwabd  Colebbooke, 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Sir  Michael  Hicks.Beacb) 
said  :  We  propose  to  fiuish  Supply,  and 
then  take  as  the  nest  Busiaess  the 
Telegraphs  Bill  and  next  the  Criminal 
Law  Amendment  Bill,  until  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Bill  is  finished. 

Mb.  lewis  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  whether  it  is 
still  understood  that  the  Vote  for  the 
Queen's  Colleges  will  be  the  first  Order 
to-morrow  ? 

The  chancellor  ofthe  EXCHE- 
GDEE :  Yes,  Sir. 

DEPRESSION  OF  TRADE  (IRELAKD)— 
A  EOTAL  COMMISSION. 
Mr.  sexton  :  I  wish  to  ask  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  a  Question, 
of  which  I  have  given  Notice  on  Friday 
last,  but,  if  coavenicot,  I  will  put  it 
down  for  to-morrow.  It  is.  Whether  the 
Goverument  will   recommend  the    ap- 
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pointment  of  a  Royal  OommiBdon  to 
pursue  in  Ireland  the  inquiry  conducted 
this  Session  by  a  Select  Committee  of 
this  House  into  the  subject  of  Irish  in- 
dustries f  I  would  also  &ak  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  there  is  any 
iutention  to  proceed  to-night  with  either 
the  Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill,  or  with 
the  consideration  of  the  Lords'  Amend- 
ments to  the  Poor  Law  Guardians 
Bill? 

Thb  oh  ANOELLOB  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Bbach)  t 
I  believe,  Sir,  it  is  the  intention  of 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  proceed  with  the  Labourera 
Bill,  if  possible,  to-night.  With  regard 
to  the  other  matter,  of  course  the  sub- 
ject of  Irish  industries  will  be  included 
in  the  inquiry  of  the  Royal  Commission 
on  the  Depression  of  Trade ;  but  it  is 
not  proposed  to  appoint  a  special  Com- 
mission. 

Mb.  sexton  said,  that  as  there 
were  special  circumstances  in  Irish  de- 
pression quite  distinct  from  those  of 
England  and  Scotland,  he  and  hie 
Friends  would  sndesTOur  to  obtain  a 
separata  Inquiry. 

ORDERS   OF  THE  LAY. 

SUPPLY— ARMY  ESTIMATES. 
SunLT—eontidtred  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
(1.)  Motion  made,  end  Question  pro- 

"  Thst  a  nun,  not  exceeding  £3,Se8,oaa, 
be  granted  to  Hei  Hajeity,  to  defray  the 
Charge  for  Froviaiona.  Forage,  Fuel,  Tisngport 
and  other  Sarricei,  which  will  come  in  courae 
of  payinent  doting  the  year  ending  on  the  Slat 
day  of  March  ISS6." 

SiK  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  said,  he 
had  placed  a  Notice  on  the  Paper  for 
the  reduction  of  the  Tote  by  £S60,Oon 
on  account  of  Beohuaualand.  That 
would  raise  the  whole  question  of  the 
policy  which  had  been  pursued  by  Her 
Majesty's  GoTemment  in  South  Africa, 
and  he  moved  the  reduction  of  the  Vote 
in  order  U>  elicit  some  information  from 
the  Government  upon  the  eubject.  He 
was  afraid  that  a  Motion  to  reduce  the 
Yote  would  not  have  much  practical 
effect,  nor  was  there  much  use  in  criti- 
cizing it,  because  he  had  every  reason 
to  believe  that  the  money  had  been 
Mr.  Sexton 
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spent,  and  he  was  almoet  afrud  that 
something  more  had  been  spent  besides. 
But  that  was  just  what  he  wanted  to 
know— namely,  what  really  had  been 
spent?  He  understood  that  payment 
would  be  required  for  recruiting,  which 
had  been  going  on  very  largely  in 
connection  with  South  Africa ;  and 
they  had  been  officially  informed  by  Sir 
Herculee  Robinson  that  expanses  noir 
going  on  in  connection  with  Bechuami- 
lond  amounted  to  £120,000  a-mooth,  or 
something  like  £1,500,000  per  annum. 
He^  was  afraid,  therefore,  that  notwith- 
standing all  the  money  which  had  been 
already  voted,  much  more  would  be 
spent.  But  what  he  wanted  distinctly  to 
know  was,  whether  the  sum  of  £500,000 
voted  for  a  Military  Expedition  to 
Beohuanaland  had  been  spent;  and  if 
more  would  be  required,  where  was 
the  money  to  come  from,  for  he  did  not 
find  that  there  was  any  additional  Vot» 
on  the  subject  ?  He  should  be  glad  if 
the  Colonial  Secretary  or  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  would  inform  him 
whether  Her  Majesty's  Government  con- 
sidered themselves  free  to  apply  any 
portion  of  the  Tote  of  Credit  of 
£11,000,000,  voted  a  short  time  ago  by 
the  House,  which  mi^ht  not  have  been 
spent  in  war  preparations  in  connection 
with  Egypt  or  with  the  Indian  Frontier, 
to  the  South  African  Expedition;  or 
whether  the  money  required  for  mili- 
tary services  in  Beohuanaland  would 
come  from  some  other  source  ?  Ho  had 
also  a  strong  desire  to  know  whether  Her 
Majesty's  Government  were  able  to  form 
any  opinion  as  to  what  would  be  ths 
future  expense  incurred  by  this  country 
in  regard  to  Beohuanaland  ?  He  found 
that  the  Estimates  for  that  expenditurft 
varied  from  £1,500,000  per  annum, 
which  waa  the  rate  of  expenditure  going 
on  now,  according  to  Sir  Herculea 
Robinson,  to  £60,000,  which  waa  the 
minimum  expenditure  given  by  Sir 
Charles  Warren  in  bis  Estimate.  He 
(Sir  Geoi^e  Campbell)  was  sot  inclined 
to  believe  that  the  actual  expendituro 
would  be,  in  any  case,  as  low  as  £60,000 
per  annum,  seeing  that  they  had  4,000 
of  Her  Majesty's  troops  out  there,  and 
looking  also  at  the  passions  which  had 
been  stirred  up  in  South  Africa  by  the 
proceedinftsof  Sir  Charles  Warren.  He 
was  afraid  that  when  they  found  it  con- 
venient to  withdraw  their  troops  from 
Beohuanaland,  they  would  find  ttiat  Uie 
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npentes  had  been  much  more  than 
£60,000  per  annum;  and  the  principal 
expenditure  arose  from  military  prepa- 
rations. He  should  be  glad  to  know,  in 
f^enerol  terms,  what  the  policy  of  Her 
Hsjestj's  QoTemment  in  regard  to 
Bachuonoland  was,  as  the  information 
now  in  possession  of  the  bouse  was  ex- 
tremely deficieut.  The  late  Goremment 
told  them  nothing  whaterer,  but  left 
them  in  a  state  of  doubt ;  and  the  pre- 
Boat  OoTemment,  being  merely  a  tem- 
porary OoTemment,  it  became  very  dif- 
ficult for  them  to  decide  upon  the  quee- 
tionof permanentexpenditure.  ["Oh!"] 
The  QoTemment  might  have  a  majority 
in  the  other  House ;  but  at  the  present 
moment  they  certainly  did  not  possess  a. 
majority  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
He  hoped  the  Government  would  be 
able  to  tell  the  Committee,  in  general 
term^  what  their  policy  in  South  Africa 
was,  and  what  they  proposed  to  do  in 
regard  to  that  country.  He  believed  it 
was  universally  admitted  by  all  who 
had  diacuBsed  the  question  that  the  one 
noticeable  foot  in  connection  with  South 
Africa  was  the  absolute  uncertainty  of 
the  policy  likely  to  be  puraued.  One  thing 
«M  done  one  day,  and  another  the  next, 
and  the  whole  of  their  policy  had  been 
one  of  continual  oscillation  without  any 
fixed  plan  whatever.  Some  time  ago, 
by  the  Sand  fiiver  Convention,  there 
was  a  distinct  policy  set  forth,  and  it 
waa  decided  that  the  British  power 
should  not  be  carried  beyond  a  fixed 
limit;  but  now  they  bad  gone  be- 
yond that  limit,  and  had  committed 
themselves  to  indefinite  liabilities.  As 
■oon  as  they  passed  the  territory  of 
one  Kative  Chief,  they  seemed  to  come 
into  contact  with  another  Native 
Ohief ;  and  all  they  did  was  to  in- 
volve themselves  in  indefinite  responsi- 
bilities. He  wanted  to  know  whether 
they  were  to  go  forward,  to  remain  sta- 
tionaiy,  or  to  go  backward  ?  A  great 
deal  would  depeud  upon  the  decision 
at  which  Her  Majesty's  Ooverament 
might  arrive  upon  the  questions  at 
issue  between  Sir  Charles  Warren 
and  Sir  Hercules  Bobinson.  Speaking 
as  one  who  had  hod  considerable  ex- 

Krience  in  administration,  and  having 
>ked  carefully  over  the  Papers  in 
order  to  ascertain  whether  Sir  Charles 
Warren  was  right  or  wrong,  he  had 
— e  to  the  conclusion  that  his  conduct 
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most  unfit  man  to  be  intrusted  with  the 
interests  ot  the  British  Empire  id  that 
country.  However  able  and  dashing  a 
man  he  might  be,  he  had  shown  an  ex- 
treme want  of  discretion  in  several  mat- 
ters ;  and  in  sayiug  that,  he  (Sir  Oeoi^e 
Campbell)  judged  of  him  by  his  own 
words,  and  by  the  contradictions  which 
had  taken  place  in  his  policy.  At  one 
time  Sir  Charles  Warren  appeared  to  be 
of  one  way  of  thinking,  while  at  another 
time  his  views  wore  entirely  the  reverse. 
He  had  now,  under  cover  of  military 
rule,  established  a  partizan  Qovemment 
in  Bechuanaland  and  Stellaland.  He 
had  taken  one  side  of  the  question  only, 
and  had  not  allowed  himself  to  see  the 
other  side  at  all.  He  began  by  accept- 
ng  the  position  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment asaigiied  to  him,  which  placed  him 
in  subordination  to  the  High  Commis- 
sioner, and  he  commenced  bis  Mission 
by  accepting  the  policy  of  the  High 
Commissioner.  It  was  not  long,  how- 
ever, before  he  completely  turned  round ; 
and  since  then  he  had  absolutely  defied 
the  authority  of  his  superior — the  High 
Commissioner  of  South  Africa.  That 
being  the  effect  of  the  proceedings  of 
Sir  Charles  Warren,  he  could  not  help 
tliinking  that  the  Papers  laid  upon  the 
Table  showed  an  extreme  want  of  dia- 
cretioa  on  the  part  of  that  officer.  He 
had  asserted  his  authorityln  South  Africa 
witb  a  very  high  band,  us  was  shown  by 
the  transactions  which  had  occurred  in 
regard  to  the  death  of  a  man  who  lost 
his  life  in  South  Africa  some  years  pre- 
viously, and  the  circumstances  attending 
which  were  perfectly  well  known.  It 
waa  a  political  offence  which  occurred 
some  years  ago,  and  the  action  of  Sir 
Charles  Warren  in  connection  with  it 
had  been  most  indiscreet.  It  had  been 
found  necessary  to  abandon  it ;  but  the 
proceedings  of  Sir  Charles  Warren  had 
left  a  great  deal  of  bad  blood  behind. 
Altogether,  it  was  a  most  injudicious 
proceeding  on  the  part  of  that  officer. 
Then,  again,  in  establishing  military 
rule  in  Bechuanaland  and  Stellaland, 
and  under  that  military  rule  electing  an 
Assembly,  in  which  one  side  only  was 
allowed  to  vote,  while  the  other  was  ex- 
cluded altogether.  Sir  Charles  Warren 
was  guilty  of  a  most  improper  proceed- 
ing. He  would  not  weary  the  Commit- 
tee by  going  into  details  upon  all  of 
those  matters,  because  they  were  already 
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Book ;  but  it  did  seem  to  htm  that,  in 
the  main,  it  was  fully  proved  that  Sii 
Charles  Warren  had  taken  up  the  posi- 
tion of  a  moat  indiscreet  partizan ;  that 
he  had  stirred  up  a  great  amount  of 
hatred  against  his  rule;  and  that  a  great 
deal  of  difficulty  must  follow  from  the 
oourae  he  had  pursued.  He  should  have 
thought  that  Her  Majesty's  Oovernmout 
would  hare  had  sufficient  warning  in 
regard  to  the  administration  of  a  Mili 
tary  Oommissioner  from  the  exampli 
afforded  by  the  action  of  Sir  Owen 
Lanyon  in  the  Transvaal,  and  that  they 
would  have  been  slow  to  commit  ihem- 
selves  to  the  acts  of  another  military 
officer  who  displayed  strong  partizan- 
sbip  and  extreme  want  of  discretion. 
At  that  moment  the  extreme  irritation 
expressed  by  the  whole  of  the  Dutch 
population  of  South  Africa  in  conse- 
quence of  the  steps  which  had  been 
taken  was  very  great ;  nor  was  it  con- 
fined to  the  Transvaal  and  Bechnana- 
land,  but  was  extended  all  over  South 
Africa.  He  hoped  that  some  explana- 
tion would  be  given  of  the  differences 
which  had  arisen  between  Sir  Hercules 
Bobinson  and  Sir  Charles  "Warren  'in 
regard  to  Native  Dominion  in  South 
Africa,  and  the  course  which  this  coun- 
try intended  to  pursue  in  that  matter. 
So  far  as  Native  Dominion  in  South 
Africa  was  concerned,  he  wae,  as  a  rule, 
averse  to  the  extension  of  this  great  Em- 
pire. At  the  same  time,  if  their  rule 
was  to  be  extended  anywhere — and  it 
had  been  enormously  extended  in  various 
parts  of  the  world — his  impression  was 
that  they  owed  considerable  obligations 
to  South  Africa  on  account  of  the  ex- 
pectations they  had  held  out  to  the  people 
of  that  country,  and  the  difficulty  of  ad- 
ministering Native  territory  through  the 
hands  of  the  Colonial  authorities.  He 
had  always  been  iotlined  to  think  that 
there  was  a  great  deal  to  be  said  in 
favour  of  establishing  a  Native  Do- 
minion over  a  considerable  part  of  South 
Africa.  But  he  thought  they  ought  to 
be  consistent  in  the  matter,  and  ought  to 
have  some  settled  policy,  and  not  allow 
themselves  to  be  driven  about  from  one 
extreme  to  another.  He  olijected  es- 
pecially to  the  policy  of  allowing  the 
Colonies  to  tr>ke  all  the  Possessions  that 
were  profitable,  and  turning  them  over 
to  them  when  they  became  unprofitable. 
They  had  experienced  many  difficulties 
of  that  kind  in  connection  with  Basnto- 
Sir  Gtorgt  Camphll 
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land  and  Zululand.  With  regard  to 
the  territory  in  Bechuanaland,  he  was 
of  opinion  that  their  policy  had  shown 
almost  every  stage  of  inconsisteucy.  Th  A 
first  arrangement  after  the  Transvaal 
War  was  that  they  should  take  over  a, 
part  of  the  Native  territory;  but  they 
left  the  Boers  the  whole  of  what  was 
nominally  Transvaal  territory.  They 
said — "We  will  not  go  beyond  that 
line ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  we  will 
protect  the  Natives."  Yet  it  would  nov 
appear  that  they  were  in  a  curious  state 
of  transformation,  and  were  in  reality 
going  beyond  Tranevaal  territory.  Nor 
were  they  confining  the  Transvaal  Oo- 
vernment  to'  their  own  Possessions.  He 
oertainly  did  not  understand  why  they 
should  allow  the  Boers  to  go  beyond 
their  own  territory,  and  take  the  better 
part  of  Zululand,  while,  at  the  same 
time,  they  took  up  a  high  position  and 
declared  that  they  would  not  allow  the 
Boers  to  invade  Bechuanaland  at  all.  It 
was  most  extraordinary  why  we  should 
allow  the  Boers  to  invade  territory  to 
which  we  had  easy  access,  and  yet  un- 
dertake the  respoDsibility  of  defending 
Bechuanaland,  which  was  very  remote 
from  the  sea  and  from  our  base  of  opera- 
tions, and  very  difficult  to  get  at.  His 
own  idea  was  that  it  would  have  been 
better  to  have  taken  possession  of  the 
Eastern  Coast,  including  Zululand,  and 
they  might  have  established  a  consider- 
able Dominion  in  that  pert  of  the  world. 
Heobjected  to  the  limit  of  their  annexa- 
tion of  Bechuanaland,  because  J  t  was  en- 
tirely Atificial.  It  waa  a  oountry  as  large 
ss  Spain — as  large  or  larger  than  any 
European  country  except  Busaia.  But 
the  limit  which  had  been  fixed  of  the 
22nd  degree  of  South  latitude  was  en- 
tirely an  artificial  limit ;  and  it  would  be 
almost  impossible  to  confine  themselves 
to  it,  or  to  any  other  line,  because  the  ter- 
ritory would  coQStactly  grow  ss  the  de« 
mands  upon  them  increased,  and  it  would 
be  altogether  impossible  to  confioe  them* 
eelves  to  the  22nd  degree  of  South  lati- 
tude. Their  operations  would  have  to 
be  extended  far  beyond.  As  he  had 
pointed  out,  Bechuanaland  was  entirely 
cut  off  from  the  sea.  The  annexation 
had  been  justified  on  the  ground  that  it 
was  necessary  to  preserve  the  great  trade 
route  through  that  territory.  He  was 
ined  to  believe,  however,  that  that 
great  trade  route  was  simply  sn  inven- 
tion by  some  clever  feDow,  and  that 


;,Coot;^lc 


73  Supply— 

it  had  been  fabricated,  not  by  any 
amonnt  of  trade  upon  it,  but  for  the 
ezpreM  purpose  of  juatiryin^  the  aa< 
neiatjon.  TbeconntTybeyoDd wasnearer 
to  the  Indian  Ocean,  on  the  one  side, 
and  to  the  Atlantic,  od  the  other,  than  to 
Cape  Town,  and  be  did  not  see  nhat 
interest  it  could  be  to  ue  to  draw  trade 
ihore.  He  very  much  doubted  the 
propriety  of  the  decieion  to  take  posses- 
BOD  of  Bechaanaland,  or  the  reality 
<rf  the  agitation  vhich  had  been  got  up 
in  regard  to  it.  But  all  he  expected 
Her  Uajesty's  tiovemment  to  do  now 
was  to  tell  the  Committee,  in  general 
terms,  what  they  proposed  to  do  in  re- 
ference to  the  events  of  the  lest  three 
months.  Did  they  propoBe  to  maintain 
military  possession  of  the  whole  terri- 
tory up  to  the  22nd  degree  of  South 
latitude,  or  did  they  at  anytime  propose 
to  occupy  territory  beyond  which  would 
bring  tbem  in  contact  with  the  Natire 
Chiefs  P  Did  they  intend  to  utop  at  any 
particular  point  ?  He  knew  that  that 
had  been  done  very  much  in  the  hope 
of  getting  Cape  Colony  to  take  over  the 
territory  j  but  he  very  much  doubted 
whether  the  Cape  authorities  would  do 
anything  of  the  kind.  Nor  did  he  be- 
lieve in  the  propriety  oT  handing  over 
additional  territory  to  tbeColonial  autho- 
rities there.  They  had  quite  enough  to 
do  to  manage  that  which  they  already 
possessed.  And  be  doubted  very  much 
the  policy  of  calling  upon  this  country 
to  pay  heavy  sums  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  a  great  Dominion  in  that 
port  of  South  Africa.  He  wanted  to 
know,  if  this  country  was  to  be  occupied, 
how  the  funds  for  military  occupation 
and  civil  govemmeot  were  to  be  pro- 
vided f  If  the  idea  was  to  settle  the 
country,  no  doubt  it  was  desirable  that 
that  should  be  done.  It  might  be  most 
desirable,  if  it  were  possible,  to  settle 
steady  agricultural  Sritisb  Colonists;  but 
he  did  not  believe  that  they  would  he 
able  to  compete  with  the  Dutch.  For 
real  hard-working  qualities  the  Dutch 
settler  was,  ae  a  rule,  very  much  superior 
to  what  was  well  known  in  South  Africa 
—the  loaBng  British  speonlator.  If  he 
could  see  any  prospect  of  British  Colo- 
nization in  that  country,  he  should  be 
delighted  to  see  it  carried  out ;  but  fae 
knew  that,  of  all  the  countries  in  the 
world,  land  jobbing  was  carried  on  in  a 
very  extravagant  style,  much  more  so 
tboD  farming.    Therefore,  he  very  much 
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doubted  whether  there  was  any  pros- 
pect of  real  and  genuine  British  colo- 
nization being  efl'ected.  However,  he 
would  conclude  liiH  remarks,  as  he  began, 
by  admitting  that  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
Ternnient  were  placed  in  an  extremely 
difficult  position,  and  probably  it  might 
be  impossible  for  tbem  to  bind  this 
country  definitely  to  any  permanent 
policy  in  the  matter.  All  he  now  wanted 
was  that  they  should  tell  the  Committee, 
in  the  beet  way  they  could,  what  tbej 
proposed  to  do  in  regard  to  South  Africa 
uuriog  the  next  six  months,  and  where 
they  proposed  to  get  the  money  to  carry 
on  their  policy.  He  irould  move  the  re- 
duction  of  the  Tote  by  the  amount  of  the 
war  expenditure  in  Bechuanaland,  in 
order  to  elicit  an  explanation  on  the  sub- 
ject from  Hie  Govern  meat ;  and  if,  upon 
the  general  question.  Her  Uajesty's  (io- 
vernment  could  not  give  a  definite  de- 
cieion and  explanation,  he  at  least  hoped 
they  would  tell  the  Committee  how  they 
intended  to  decide  the  matters  at  issue 
between  Sir  Hercules  fiobinson  and  Sir 
Charles  Worren.  He  had  expressed  a 
strong  opinion  that  Sir  Charles  Warren 
was  not  the  man  to  maintain  Britiah 
authority  in  South  Africa.  On  the  other 
hand,  Sir  Hercules  Bobiuson  was  a 
very  experienced  administrator  \  a  safe, 
steady,  reliable  man,  in  whose  bands 
the  interests  of  this  country  were  pretty 
safe.  With  all  deference  to  the  views 
of  Her  Msjesty's  Government,  he  firmly 
believed  that  if  they  intended  to  persist 
in  Sir  Charles  Warren  remaining  in 
South  Africa,  and  suffered  the  authority 
of  Sir  Hercules  Bobinson  to  be  set  at 
defiance,  nothing  of  a  prudent  or  satis- 
factory character  would  be  done.  On 
the  other  hand,  he  asked  the  Govern- 
ment not  to  listen  to  one  side  of  the 
question  only — to  declarationa  of  views 
which  were  falsely  called  the  public  opi- 
nion of  this  country,  but  which  were 
really  the  result  of  the  agitation  of  a 
few  newspapers,  which  had  not  only 
placed  Sit  Hercules  Bobinson  in  a  false  . 
position,  but  would  tend  to  absolve  him. 
from  all  future  responsibility  should  un- 
foreseen liabilities  be  incurred  by  this 
country.  All  this  would  inevitably  place 
the  British  tsxpayer  in  a  more  difficult 
and  anomalous  position  than  he  (Sir 
Geo^e  Campbell),  for  one,  was  pre- 
pared to  face.  He  begged  to  move  tho 
redaction  of  the  Vote  bv  the  sum  ot 
£360,000. 
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Motion  made,  and  Qaestion  proposed, 
"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £3,O3S,n0O,  be 
fp^nted  to  Her  Mejestj',  to  defray  the  Charge 
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for  ProvisioDB,  Forage,  Fuel,  Transport  and 
other  Services,  which  will  come  in  eoureo 
of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
31it  cUy  o£  March  1886."— (Sir  Oiorgt  Camp- 
Ml.) 

Sib  EGBERT  FOWLEE  (Loed 
iHi-YOB.)  aaid,  he  had  been  very  glad  to 
bear  some  of  the  remarks  which  bad 
fallen  from  bis  hon.  Friend  in  reference 
to  the  territories  in  South  Africa.  He 
understood  that,  at  last,  althougb  his 
bon.  Friend  was  opposed  to  the  anDe:ca- 
tion  of  some  parts  of  South  Africa,  he 
bad  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  it 
was  necessary  for  the  interests  of  this 
country  to  take  possession  of  Zululand. 
He  had  been  glad  to  hear  that  remark 
from  bis  faon.  Friend.  He  thought  tbey 
must  all  feel  that  tbe  time  bad  come 
wban  it  was  tbe  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  take  some  action  with  regard  to 
that  unfortunate  country.  The  eouatry 
bad  been  placed  in  its  present  difficult 
position  owing  to  incessant  changes  of 
policy  and  the  course  pursued  by  Her 
Majesty's  Oovemment,  for  whidi  he 
thought  both  sides  of  the  House  were 
jointly  responsible.  In  the  first  place, 
when  his  right  hon.  Friends  were  in 
Office  last  they  overthrew  tbe  power  of 
Cetewayo.  The  result  of  that  proceed' 
ing  had  been  most  unfortunate.  Had 
it  not  been  for  the  overthrow  of  tbe 
power  of  Cetewayo  he  believed  that  tbe 
Transvaal  would  not  have 
position  it  now  occupied,  and  that  their 
policy  in  South  Africa  would  not  have 
bad  such  disastrous  effects.  That  wa! 
tbe  result  of  the  policy  of  the  Govern 
ment  of  tbe  Earl  of  BeaconsQeld.  When 
the  Government  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  MidLothian  (Mr, 
Qladstone)  acceded  to  Office  they  re- 
stored Cetewayo.  He  was  not  prepared 
to  find  fault  with  that  policy,  as  he,  un 
fortunately,  recommended  it  at  the  time 
but  it  proved,  in  the  end,  to  be  an  entire 
failure,  and,  in  bis  bumble  opinion,  tbey 
were  altogether  responsible  for  tbe  state 
of  anarchy  in  which  the  country  had 
been  left  in  consequence.  The  result 
of  their  interfereuce  in  the  affairs  of 
Zululand  had  been  that  one  Govern- 
ment overthrew  Cetewayo ;  another  Oo- 
vemment  tried  to  restore  him  ;  they  bad 
failed  to  support  him,  and  nothing  but 
anarchy  had  prevailed  ever  since.     It 


was  now  found  that  the  Boers  from  tbe 
Tcanaraal  were  attempting  to  occupy 
the  country,  and  tbe  time  had  arrived 
when  the  Government  of  this  country 
ought  to  make  themselves  fully  respon- 
sible for  tbe  government  of  Zulu^nd. 
As  far  as  be  could  see,  there  was  only 
one  course  to  he  pursued,  and  that  was 
to  annex  the  country.  He  bad  arrived 
at  that  conclusion  reluctantly,  because 
be  knew  there  were  many  difficul- 
ties connected  with  it;  but  there  ap- 
peared to  be  a  general  feeling  in  Ibat 
direction  on  both  sides  of  tbe  Honse. 
Nobody  was  anxious  for  annexation. 
Indeed,  bon.  Members  on  both  eides  of 
the  House  were  desirous  that  that  terri- 
tory ebould  not  be  extended ;  but,  as 
regarded  Zululand,  that  oountiy  was 
placed  in  such  an  unfortunate  position, 
and  they  had  incurred  so  many  respon- 
sibilities in  reference  to  it,  that  tbey 
were  left  but  one  course  to  pursue,  and 
that  wae,  as  b6  had  already  stated, 
to  annex  it.  The  course  taken  by 
the  Earl  of  Beacon sfi eld's  Govern- 
ment, and  by  tbe  Government  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  had 
brought  upon  Zululand  difficulties  of 
such  a  character  that  there  was  only  one 
way  by  which  they  could  dischat^e  their 
duties  towards  that  country,  and  that  was 
by  making  themselves  entirely  respon- 
sible for  its  future  administration.  If 
they  failed  to  do  that,  the  present  stats 
of  anarchy  would  continue,  and  the  tm- 
fortuuate  state  of  things  now  existing 
would  go  on  from  bad  to  worse,  untO 
some  Foreign  Power  would  step  in  and 
do  what  they  would  certainly  not  like  to 
seeanotberPowerdo— namely,  annex  the 
territory  themselves.  He  hoped  that  his 
right  hon.  Friends  would  consider  whe- 
ther the  time  bad  not  come  when  tbe  only 
course  was  to  annex  a  countf7  whic^ 
bad  suffered  so  much  from  their  hands ; 
and  however  much  tbey  might  dislike 
that  course,  and  whatever  amount  of 
expense  It  would  entail  upon  the  oonntry, 
it  was  the  only  proper  course  which  fol- 
lowed from  theirpast  policy.  But,  wbila 
tbe  bon.  Member  for  Kirkcaldy  (Sir 
George  Campbell)  had  commented  Tory 
strongly  upon  Zululand,  he  had  not 
clearly  gathered  from  the  speech  of  hia 
bon.  Friend  what  be  would  be  pre- 
pared to  do. 

Sia  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  said,  he 
agreed  very  much  with  the  views  of  hia 
right  hon.  Friend. 
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8iB  ROBERT  FOWLBR  (Loud 
UaTor)  said,  he  was  glad  to  hear  it, 
because  ha  was  sorry  to  eey  that  he  dif- 
fered Tery  much  from  his  hon.  Friend 
ia  the  other  part  of  his  speech  about 
Bechuanalaad.  His  hoD.  Friendseemed 
to  have  a  very  low  opiaioB  of  Sir 
CharleB  Warren.  From  that  opinion 
he  altogether  differed.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  Sir  Charles  Warren  was  one 
of  the  most  admirable  public  servants 
Her  Majeetj  bad  ever  had  the  good 
fart  una  to  possess.  His  proceedings 
in  Bechuanaland  had  reflected  great 
honour  upon  himself  and  upon  the  Qo- 
Temment  whith  he  represented,  and  he 
thought  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Qovern- 
ment  aud  of  the  House  of  Commons  to 
aapport  Sir  Charles  Warren  in  the 
oentse  he  was  pursuing.  He  knew  it 
was  stated  that  there  had  been  differ- 
ences of  opinion  between  Sir  Charles 
Warren  and  aaolher  eminent  public  ser- 
TiDt — SirHerculeaBobinson.  Heenter- 
taiaed  the  highest  regard  for  Sir  Her- 
enlea  Sobinsou  ;  he  had  received  great 
kindness  personally  at  the  bands  of  Sir 
Hercalea  ;  but  while  he  fully  appreciated 
the  ability  and  great  public  services  of 
Sir  Hercules  Bobinson,  it  appeared  to 
him  that  if  there  were  differences  be- 
tween those  two  distinguished  men, 
thea,  certainly.  Sir  Charles  Warren  had 
been  placed  in  a  better  poaition  for  ac- 
quiring information  as  to  the  course 
which  ought  to  be  pursued  than  Sir 
Hercules  Bobinson.  The  latter  was,  no 
doubt,  in  a  difficult  pesitioD,  beieg  the 
Constitutional  Qoveroor  of  the  Cape. 
In  that  capacity  hs  was  obliged  to  take 
heed  of  the  advice  of  the  MiDistry  of 
the  day,  and  it  was  very  well  known 
that  the  liinistry  which  happened  to  be 
in  power  at  the  Caps  very  much  fa- 
voured the  Dutch  Party,  by  whom  they 
had  been  returned.  Moreover,  being 
at  Cape  Town,  Sir  Hercules  Bobinson 
eould  not  have  that  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  affaire  of  Bechuanaland  which  an 
officer  on  the  spot  must  possess.  Sir 
Hercules  Bobinson  was,  as  they  all 
knew,  a  man  who  hod  administered  the 
government  of  various  great  Colonies 
with  eminent  success,  and  he  had  had 
great  experience  in  carrying  out  Con- 
stitutional Government ;  but  his  ex- 
perience in  connection  with  South 
Xfrica  bad  been  confined  entirely  to 
Cope  Town.  Sir  Hercules  Bobinson 
had  not  travelled  much  in  other  parts 
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of  South  Africa— indeed,  he  could  not 
find  that  Sir  Hercules  Bobinson  had 
been  out  of  Cape  Colony  at  all  since  he 
(Sir  Bobert  Fowler)  was  last  in  that 
country.  Therefore,  be  thought  that  Sir 
Horcules  Bobinson  could  not  have  the 
same  knowledge  of  the  affairs  of  the  in- 
terior of  South  Africa,  and  especially  of 
the  affairs  of  Bechuanaland,  as  the  dis- 
tioguiehed  man  who  had  been  sent  out 
upon  a  special  Mission  there  by  the  late 
Government.  Sir  Charles  Warren  was 
a  men  who  had  acquired  great  expe- 
rience of  the  Native  Baoes  in  South 
Africa,  He  had  witnessed  tribal  war- 
fare ;  and  it  was  generally  felt  by  all 
who  had  paid  attention  to  the  subject- 
certainly  by  those  who  bod  spoken  of  it 
in  that  House — that  no.  man  was  better 
qualified  to  administer  the  affairs  of 
that  Colony  than  Sir  Charles  Warren. 
Although  Sir  Charles  Warren  was  sent 
out  by  the  late  Qovemment,  he  believed 
that  the  appointment  had  received  the 
universal  approval  of  everybody  in  this 
country  who  was  interested  in  the  affairs 
of  South  Africa.  Having  gone  out 
with  gTB&l  prestige,  it  was  for  the  House 
of  Commons  to  consider  what  had  been 
the  result  of  Sir  Charles  Warren's  Mis- 
sion. It  must  be  borne  in  miud  that, 
although  he  had  been  placed  in  a  very 
difficult  position,  the  general  result  of 
his  administration  had  been  most  suc- 
cessful. It  had  been  remarked  a  short 
time  ago,  in  the  debate  upon  the  Af- 
ghanistan Frontier,  that  the  only  part 
of  the  world  in  which  the  late  Govern- 
ment seemed  to  be  carrying  on  their 
administration  with  advantage  to  the 
country  was  that  part  of  South  Africa  in 
which  Sir  Charles  Warren  was  acting. 
His  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Kirk- 
caldy (Sir  George  Campbell)  had  stated 
that  military  officers  were  apt  to  be  in- 
discreet. 

Sib  GEOBGE  CAMPBELL  said, 
that  what  he  had  meant  to  say  was,  that 
when  a  military  officer  was  indiscreet 
his  conduct  was  apt  to  be  dangerous. 

The  CHAIBMAN  wished  to  point 
out  that  the  discussion  now  taking  place 
.was  not  in  Order  upon  the  present  Vote, 
but  ought  to  be  raised  upon  thaColoniij 
Vote.  His  view  was  that  any  comments 
as  to  the  sufiiciency  of  the  supply  of 
provisions,  forage,  or  upon  transport, 
and  other  services  connected  with  the 
Army,  so  far  as  Bechuanaland  was  Gon> 
cerned,  would  be  legitimate ;  but  thtt 
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very  vide  questions  of  Colonial  policy 
raised  by  the  discursive  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Kirkcaldy  (Sir  Oeorge 
Campbell),  whicli  were  now  being  ooa- 
tiaaed'by  therightbon.  Member  for  the 
City  of.  London  (Sir  Robert  Fowler), 
were  altogether  beyond  the  scope  of  this 
Vote. 

Sm  ROBERT  FOWLER  (Lord 
Matob)  said,  he  had  understood  that 
tbe  Tote  referred  to  Becbuanaland,  and 
be  was  prepared  to  discuss  tbat  ques- 
tion. His  impression  was,  that  however 
irregular  any  discussion  about  Zululaod 
might  be,  any  reference  to  the  position 
of  affairs  ia  Beobuanataad  came  legi- 
timately under  the  Yote.  After  the 
ruling  of  the  Chairman,  he  would  cer- 
tainly confine  his  remarks  to  Becbuana- 
land. He  was  glad  of  the  opportunity 
of  bearing  bis  humble  testimony  to  what 
seemed  to  him  to  be  the  great  merits  of 
Sir  Charles  Warren,  and  be  would  ex- 
press a  hope  that  his  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Friend  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  (Colonel  Stanley)  would  see 
his  way  to  give  to  that  gallant  ofGcer  the 
support  to  which  his  administration  and 
his  merits  entitled  him.  There  was  only 
one  other  remark  ho  would  like  to  make 
before  he  sat  down,  and  it  was  drawn 
from  him  by  the  speech  of  his  hon. 
Friend.  It  might  be  argued  that  it  would 
be  a  dangerous  thing  to  involve  tbom- 
selves  in  any  respoasibilily  for  main- 
taining tbe  government  of  Becbuana- 
land, unless  they  were  justified  by  tbe 
importance  of  keeping  open  the  trade 
route.  In  his  opinion  that  was  an  object 
of  the  very  highest  importance  ;  it  was 
absolutely  essential  that  there  should  be 
an  open  route  to  tbe  interior.  If  they 
were  prepared  to  maintain  their  position 
in  South  Africa  at  ail,  they  would  have 
to  make  use  of  that  route  ;  and  it  was, 
therefore,  necessary  to  maiatain  it  and 
protect  it,  because,  if  it  were  destroyed, 
it  would  be  a  very  great  loss  to  this 
country  in  many  respects.  That  was 
one  of  the  reasons  why  be  felt  that  the 
money  spent  upon  Becbuanaland  by  this 
country  was  justified  by  the  public  in- 
terests involved.  That  being  the  case, 
be  thought  the  Committee  ought  to  sup- 
port Sir  Charles  Warren's  administra- 
tion of  affairs  there,  and  should  not 
object  to  it  on  tbe  ground  that  it  was 
expensive  to  ibia  country. 

Mb.  W.  E.  FOESTER  said,  he  rose 
upon  the  question  of  Order.  He  wished 
Tht  Chairman 


to  know  whether  it  would  be  irregular 
for  hon.  Members  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  opportunity,  upon  this  Vote,  of  ask- 
ing the  Government  to  explain  what 
their  policy  was  intended  to  be  in 
Becbuanaland?  It  was  rather  important 
to  know  whether  the  right  boa.  Gen- 
tleman considered  that  it  would  be  out 
of  Order  to  discuss  the  general  policy  of 
the  GoTemment  in  BechuanaUuid,  and 
aleo  to  understand  distinctly  whether 
the  discussion  upon  that  subject  was  to 
be  etopped  f 

The  chairman  said,  it  was  some- 
what difficult  to  say  what  might  or  what 
might  not  be  discussed  under  this  Vote. 
It  was  a  Vote  for  provisions,  forage,  and 
stores,  in  which  there  was  undoubtedly 
an  item  for  Becbuanaland ;  but  it  would 
be  more  orderly  to  confine  the  discussion 
to  the  question  of  provisions,  forage, 
and  stores.  He  took  some  blame  to 
himself  for  not  having  stopped  tbe  boa. 
Member  for  Kirkcaldy  (Sir  George 
Campbell),  for  certainly  the  Vote  would 
not  justify  a  lengthened  discussion  of 
questions  relating  to  the  entire  Colonial 
policy  of  the  Government.  That  discus- 
sion, however,  could  be  brought  on 
upon  subsequent  Votes.  It  would  cer- 
tainly  not  be  regular  to  discuss  the  large 
question  of  tbe  Colonial  policy  of  the 
Government  in  relation  to  a  Military 
Vote  for  provisions  and  forage. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  said,  the 
view  which  be  had  taken  of  the  ques- 
tion was  that  the  great  expenditure  in 
connection  with  the  occupation  of  Becbu- 
analand was  the  military  expendi- 
ture. What  be  wanted  to  know  was 
how  much  was  likely  to  be  spent ;  and  it 
would  certainly  be  impossible  for  the 
Government  to  give  the  Committee  any 
idea  of  the  amount  that  was  likely  to  be 
spent,  unless  tbey  wore  able  to  tell  the 
Committee  the  purpose  for  which  they 
proposed  to  remain  is  tbe  country.  Ho 
thought  that  in  putting  the  question  in 
that  way  he  had  placed  himself  in 
Order. 

TuK  CHAIRMAN  said,  the  discus- 
ju  upon  the  general  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  Becbuanaland  might  be 
taken  on  Tote  6,  Class  V.,  which  was  a 
Tote  that  included  money  expended 
for  administrative  acts  in  connec- 
tion with  Becbuanaland  and  elsewhere. 
Ail  those  matters  would  be  much 
a  legitimately  disousaed  on  Tote  6, 
Class  V. 
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Mb.  W.  E.  FOBSTER  said,  that  re- 
femog  agaio  to  the  question  of  Order, 
hs  wilhed  to  know  whether  the  Chair- 
man  ruled  that  the  queation  of  polioj 
did  not noir  come  np? 

Tas  GHAIRUAN :  Certainly ;  that 
is  tbe  effect  of  my  ruling. 

Ur.  W.  E.  FOBSTER  said,  that 
under  those  circnmstaocea  he  would  ap- 
peal  to  the  Govemmeiit  to  afford  a  full 
oppordmity  for  discussing  the  question 
of  poticj,  especially  as  he  entirely  dis- 
agreed in  some  of  the  remarks  that  had 
already  been  made.  Thia  matter  of  their 
ColoDial  policy  in  South  Africa  was  a 
Tsry  important  one,  and,  therefore,  he 
trusted  that  the  OoTemment  would 
.afford  a  favourable  opportunity  for  al- 
lowing the  whole  question  to  be  fully 
diieuMed. 

Thb  secretary  op  STATE  for 
THR  COLONIES  (Colonel  Staslry)  said, 
tbst  after  the  remarks  which  had  fallen 
frnm  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  he 
wished  to  remind  the  Committee  that 
these  very  Votes  were  postponed  the 
other  night  in  order  to  enable  a  general 
diicaseion  to  be  taken.  Whether  such 
a  discussion  voold  be  in  Order  or  not 
was  another  matter.  He  was  far  from 
wishing  to  avoid  discussion.  He  had 
•ipected  that  the  disouaaion  would  have 
been  taken  on  the  Military  Yote  that 
sFtemooa  ;  but  according  to  the  ruling 
ofthe  Chairman  that  would  be  irregular, 
and,  therefore,  when  the  other  Votes 
came  on  he  would  endeavour  to  asaiat 
bis  hon.  Friend  the  Seoretaiy  to  the 
Treasury  (Sir  Henry  Holland)  in  bring- 
ing them  on  at  a  convenient  boar,  so  as 
to  afford,  as  far  as  was  poesible  at  that 
time  of  the  year,  a  reasonable  oppor- 
tunity for  such  discussion  as  might  be 
owBidered  necessary.  On  the  other 
bud,  the  GoTemment  were  in  a  posi- 
tion of  difficulty.  The  Committee  knew 
verj  well  that  it  was  not  only  desirable, 
but  that  it  would  be  absolutely  neces- 
«afy,  to  close  Supply  before  long ;  but,  at 
Ibe  same  time,  the  Government  would 
not  refuse  any  concession  in  the  way  of 
time  that  would  not  be  unusual  or  un- 
necessary. He  was  bound  to  warn  the 
Committee,  on  the  other  hand,  that  it 
would  not  be  his  duty  to  make  any 
startling  announcement  on  the  part  of 
the  Qoremment  until  he  had  had  more 
opportunity  of  seeing  his  way.  All  he 
could  say  now  was  that  he  had  no  desiro 
to  avoid  a  disenasion  oa  this  important 
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eubjeot,  and  he  woold  see  that  a  fair 
opportunity  of  oonsideriag  Vote  6,  was 
afforded. 

Sir  ROBERT  FOWLER  (Lord 
U^tor)  expressed  a  hope  that  the  Vote 
would  not  be  taken  that  evening  at  an 
inconvenient  hour.  He  would  be  glad 
if  the  right  hon.  and  gaUant  Gentleman 
would  say  that,  at  all  events,  it  would 
not  be  taken  after  10  o'clock  in  tbe 
evening. 

The  SECEETABT  to  thb  TREA- 
StlRT  (tSir  Hrsby  Holland)  said, 
that  if  they  could  get  through  tbe  Army 
Votes  by  a  reasonable  hour,  there  would 
be  time  to  take  the  diecussion  on  Bechu- 
analand.  If  that  could  not  he  done,  the 
Government  would  be  ready  to  take  it 
the  first  thing  on  Wednesday.  He 
trusted,  however,  that  the  Army  Eeti- 
mates  might  be  finished  in  time  for  the 
Vote  to  come  on  at  a  reasonably  early 

Slit  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  hoped 
that,  before  the  Vote  was  agreed  to,  the 
right  hon.  Oentleman  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  would  answer  the  limited 
question  he  had  put  as  to  tbe  military 
expenditure.  How  much  did  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  anticipate  would  be 
spent  upon  tbe  Expedition  to  Bechn- 
analand  in  the  course  of  the  next  six 
months,  and,  if  tbe  expenditure  ex- 
eeded  the  provision  already  made,  where 
was  the  extra  money  to  come  from  ? 

The  8ECBETAEY  of  STATE  fob 
WAR  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  said,  he 
would  give  the  bent  answer  he  could  to 
the  question  of  the  hon.  Gentleman.  He 
entertained  a  hope  that  the  actual  ox- 
peuditure  would  not  exceed  the  amount 
for  which  provision  had  been  made ; 
but  it  was  impossible  to  say  at  present. 
Tbe  operations  were  being  conducted  at 
a  very  great  distance  from  this  country^ 
and  the  communications  were  neither 
easy  nor  frequent.  He  could  only  say 
that  nothing  whatever  hnd  been  pro- 
vided out  of  the  Voto  of  Credit  for  the 
operations  thero,  nor  was  it  intended  to 
appropriate  any  portion  of  that  Vote  to 
those  operations.  He  was  afraid  that  it 
was  impossible  for  him  to  give  any  fur- 
ther answer  at  present. 

Sir  GEOBGK  CAMPBELL  wished  to 
remind  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
the  sum  of  £500,000  already  votod  had 
been  avowedly  taken  tor  six  months 
only.  If  there  was  reason  to  suppose 
that  that  would  cover  tbe  operations  for 
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six  months,  it  must  bs  borne  in  mind 
that  the  six  months  vould  soon  be  out ; 
and  if  it  vas  intended  to  continue  mili- 
tary operations  longer,  more  money 
■would  inevitably  be  required. 

Thb  8ECEETAEY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
"W.  H.  Smith)  said,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
was  inviting  him  to  enter  into  a  dieeus- 
sion  which  the  Chairman  had  already 
declared  to  be  one  of  policy,  and  that 
was  out  of  Order  upon  the  present  Vote. 
The  statement  as  to  how  lon^  the  coun- 
try was  likely  to  be  occupied  would  be 
made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  and  not  by  himself.  All  he 
viabed  to  say  was  this  —  that,  to  the 
best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  the 
expenditure  for  which  this  Tote  was 
taken  would  not  be  exceeded. 

SiE  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  asked 
whether,  in  regard  to  the  Vote  of  Credit, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  considered 
that  in  the  event  of  a  neoessity  arising 
the  Government  would  be  at  liberty  to 
appropriate  any  part  of  it  ?  * 

Thb  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
"W.  H.  Smith)  said,  there  was  no  inten- 
tion of  trenching  upon  the  Vote  of  Credit 
for  that  purpose. 

SiE  WALTER  B.  BAETTELOT  pre- 
sumed that  when  the  Colonial  Vote 
came  on  for  discussion  the  whole  ques- 
tion of  their  Colonial  policy  might  be 
gone  into?  Ee  took  it  that  that  would 
be  the  time  for  stating  the  policy  of  the 
Government,  and  whether  any  further 
expenditure  was  likely  to  take  place  7 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  Heket  Holland)  said,  that 
was  bis  opinion.  The  administration  of 
Bechu  an  aland  and  Zulu  land  would  come 
on  under  Class  V.,  Vote  7,  when  the 
whole  subject  could  be  discussed. 

SiK  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  intimated 
•  that  he  would  withdraw  bis  Motion. 

Motion  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Br.  CAMERON  said,  the  subject  to 
which  he  wished  to  draw  attention  was 
entirely  germane  to  this  Vote  for  forage 
and  provisions.  It  was  a  question  which 
had  formed  the  subject  of  an  action  in 
the  Westminster  County  Court  a  short 
time  ago.  It  appeared  that  a  man  named 
Toomer  contracted  to  supply  the  War 
Office  with  800  tons  of  hay  at  114*.  per 
ton.  Only  50  tons,  however,  were  ac- 
cepted by  the  War  Office,  who  refused 
to  carry  out  their  oontract  after  part  of 
Sir  Georg*  CampleU 
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the  hay  bad  been  delivered.    Litigaticm 
ensued,   and  that  litigation  took  place 

the  Westminster  County  Court;  and. 

the  12th  of  June,  the  jury  returned 
a  verdict  against  the  War  Office  in 
favour  of  Toomer,  the  Judge  refusing 
the  War  Office  the  right  of  appeal.  A 
clerk  from  the  War  Office  was  reported 
to  have  produced  various  documents  in 
which  it  was  stated  that  it  was  unadvis- 
able  to  give  the  contract  to  any  one  per- 
son.. He  would  like  to  know  why  that 
was  considered  to  be  unadvisable  ?  Any 
business  man  who  wished  to  obtain  a 
certain  description  of  goods  by  contract 
bad  only  to  satisfy  himself  of  two 
things  —  whether  the  tender  he  ac- 
cepted was  the  lowest  tender,  and  whe- 
ther the  person  who  made  the  lowest 
tender  could  give  security  as  to  hii 
ability  to  carry  out  the  contract.  In 
this  case  the  War  Office  refused  to  g^ve 
the  whole  contract  to  Toomer.  Toomer 
said  the  reason  he  did  not  get  it  was 
that  he  bad  exposed  some  frauds  on  a 
previous  occasion ;  and  he  hinted,  far- 
ther, that  bis  refueal  to  bs  a  party  to 
acts  of  bribery  was  the  cause  of  us  being 
dealt  with  in  a  summary  manner.  Am 
be  had  said,  Toomer  offered  to  supply 
the  whole  300  tons  at  IHn.  a-ton;  but 
he  only  got  a  contract  for  60  tons.  Ac- 
cording to  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Tnpp, 
the  rest  of  the  bay  was  contracted  for  at 
a  price  16i.  per  ton  higher.  One  hua- 
dred  tons  were  verbally  contracted  for 
at  130*.  per  ton,  and  the  verbal  contrmct 
was  conGrmed  on  the  following  day.  The 
reason  assigned  for  accepting  a  contract  at 
a  higher  figure  than  that  at  which  Toomer 
offered  to  supply  the  bay  was  that  the 
authorities  at  Woolwich  were  very  press- 
ing in  their  demands.  Evidence  was 
given,  on  the  trial  of  the  case,  that  the 
market  price  on  the  day  on  which  the 
contract  was  entered  into  was  only  105<. 
per  ton  for  hay  delivered  within  a  cer- 
tain radius  of  the  market,  and  that  5j. 
extra  per  ton  would  have  covered  the 
cost  of  cartage,  and,  therefore,  that 
Toomer  only  asked  for  a  moderate  pro6t 
when  he  proposed  114i.  per  ton.  Bot 
when  the  contract  was  rejected  on  action 
was  brought  against  Toomer  for  122<. 
per  ton ;  and  Mr.  Tnpp  said  that  the 
contract  ultimately  entered  into  for  the 
larger  portion  of  the  hay  was  at  the  rate 
of  I30».  per  ton.  He  (Dr.  CamaroD) 
thought  that  that  was  a  very  fishy  tr«a»- 
action.    The  oonbraot,  they  were  told, 
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TSi  a  verbal  contract.  Why  was  it  a 
verbal  contract  ?  Before  tbe  Committee 
irhioh  tat  laat  jear,  Mr.  Nepean— the 
gentleman  in  whose  office  the  contract 
vas  said  to  bare  been  arranged — and 
Ur.  Tapp  himself,  eave  evidence  that 
never,  where  it  oould  otherwise  be  ar- 
ranged, should  a  contract  be  verbal, 
bnt  that  a  contract  should  always  be  a 
vritten  contract  wherever  it  was  pos- 
nble.  It  would  be  proved  from  tbe 
geaeral  regulations  of  the  War  Office 
that  that  was  so,  and  that  if  any  oon- 
tract  was  made  verbally  it  should  at 
once  be  reported  to  the  War  Ofiice.  He 
might  be  told,  perhaps,  that  this  con- 
tract was  not  made  verbally,  but  was 
limply  arranged  verbally  ;  but  that  was 
ft  dietiDctJon  without  a  difference.  The 
Auditor  Qeaeral  objected  to  certain  oon- 
tracta  last  year  on  the  ground  that  they 
had  bean  entered  into  verbally;  and 
the  Committee  to  which  he  hod  referred 
foDod  fault,  on  similar  grounds,  with 
the  laxity  with  which  contracts  were 
entered  into  not  only  by  the  War  Office, 
bnt  by  other  Departments.  He  had 
stated  that,  in  the  course  of  Toomer'e 
'  trial,  the  most  palpable  suggestions  of 
bribery  were  made.  Anyone  looking 
into  the  matter  would  see  the  extent  to 
wUch  suggestions  of  bribery  were 
bandied  about,  and  that  when  Mr. 
Nepean  was  before  the  Committee  he 
gave  as  a  reason  for  buying  the  hay 
tliftt  it  was  in  order  to  escape  the  super- 
visioQ  of  Woolwich,  there  being  a  ring 
there,  and  that  some  of  the  officials  had 
been  got  at  at  Woolwich.  That  was  not 
the  only  instance  of  this  aort  of  charge. 
If  they  spoke  to  officers  who  had  an  inti- 
mate knowledge  of  this  Department 
they  would  bo  told  by  them  of  their 
nufndons  as  to  bribery  in  certain  quar- 
ten.  The  other  day  he  got  a  letter  from 
a  contractoT,  regarding  whose  contract 
the  Committee  upstairs  had  found  it 
necessary  to  inquire  last  year.  This 
gentteman  spoke  of  the  "  ring "  or 
"swing"  outside  of  which  no  person 
conld  hope  to  compete  sncoeaafully ;  and 
be  offered,  if  he  and  others  were  afforded 
protection,  to  come  forward  and  diaclose 
the  state  of  things  which  the  contractors 
alleged  to  exist  in  regard  to  their  trade. 
At  the  present  moment,  or  very  recently, 
a  trial  was  going  on  at  York  in  which 
Kme  fraudulent  contractors  were  con- 
cerned, and  in  that  case  an  extensive 
lystem  of  bribery  was  exposed,  which 
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had  exercised  a  moat  pernicioua  effect, 
as  far  as  the  interests  of  the  Army  were 
ooncemed.  It  came  out  that  the  con- 
tractor only  supplied  enough  oats  to 
give  two  feeds  to  the  horses,  when  they 
were  entitled  to  three.  The  meat  for 
the  men  was  dealt  out  in  the  same 
manner,  and,  instead  of  giving  18  lbs., 
by  bribery,  the  contractor  succeeded  in 
giving  only  12  lbs. ;  in  addition  to 
which,  the  meat  wKs  of  an  abominable 
quality,  and  mostly  bull  beef.  John 
Chipohase,  a  journeyman  butcher,  gave 
interesting  evidence  as  to  the  stuff 
palmed  off  upon  the  soldiers.  The  wit- 
ness was  asked  to  state  the  condition  in 
which  the  meat  was.  He  was  aaked — 
"When  you  first  saw  it,  was  it  dressed?" 
In  reply,  the  witness  stated  that  when 
he  first  saw  the  meat  some  of  it  was 
laid  out  dressed — some  of  it  had  been 
dressed  in  the  country,  and  some  of  the 
beasts  hod  been  fetobed  away  in  the 
carta,  dead.  Some  of  them  only  wanted 
sticking ;  and  as  they  were  stuck  their 
last  breath  went  out.  He  was  interro- 
gated as  to  the  frequency  with  which 
that  occurred,  and  he  stated  that  it  some- 
times occurred  five  times  a-week.  When 
asked  aa  to  the  cause  of  the  death  'of 
the  animals — what  it  was  generally — ^he 
replied  that  it  was  sometimes  mitk 
fever,  sometimes  mouth  complaint,  some 
of  the  animals  buret  themselves,  and 
some  had  what  was  catted  a  turnip  in 
their  throats.  Examined  aa  to  the  whole- 
aomeneas  of  the  meat,  he  stated  that  he 
ahould  not  like  to  eat  it ;  and  certainly 
he  (Dr.  Cameron)  was  inclined  to  agree 
with  John  Chipchase'eviewof  the  matter. 
He  had  only  adduced  this  case  to  illna- 
trate  the  sort  of  contractors  with  whom 
tbe  authorities  }iad  to  deal  as  Army 
contractors,  and  the  absolute  necessity 
for  dealing  with  them  in  a  most  busi- 
ness-like and  above-board  fashion.  He 
had  mentioned  the  letter  of  the  con- 
tractor,  alleging  that  the  authorities 
were  open  to  bribery.  The  Director  of 
Contracts,  on  being  examined  before  the 
Committee,  admitted  that  he  had  sus- 
pected certain  officials  at  Woolwich, 
whom  it  was  not  difficult  to  identify. 
He  believed  that  moat  of  the  Committee 
thought,  as  he  (Dr.  Cameron)  certainly 
did,  that  the  Director  of  Contracts  re- 
ferred to  a  particular  officer,  who  had 
aince  been  promoted  ;  but  he  thought 
the  foot  of  that  gentleman's  promotion 
showed  that  their  suspicions   in  that 
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case  were  wrong.  Onecontraotor.wliowaa 
defended  by  Mr.  Nepeao,  at  tlie  expense 
nf  this  officer,  had  since  been  struck  off 
the  list  of  contractors,  which  certainly 
told  rather  against  that  particular  in- 
dividual. Itproved  to  him  (Dr.  Cameron) 
that  the  matter  ought  to  he  probed  to 
the  bottom,  and  that  there  should  not 
be  constant  attempts  to  burka  any  dis- 
cussion or  inquiry  in  regard  to  it.  It 
would  be  necessary-to  go  iuto  the  whole 
question  iu  order  to  rectify  the  system.  He, 
ttierefore,  intended  to  move  a  reduction 
of  the  Vote,  of  which  ha  had  given  No- 
tice, in  order  that  he  might  fully  im- 
press upon  the  GDvemment  the  point 
which  he  wished  to  raise.  He,  there- 
fore, proposed  to  reduce  the  sum  for 
provisions  by  £10,000,  and  the  sum  for 
for^e  by  £20,000;  and  he  thought  he 
could  show  that  in  the  contracts  en- 
tered into  the  country  had  lost  £10,000 
OD  the  contraot  for  noi;r,  and  £^0,000 
on  the  contract  for  hay.  In  respect  of 
those  two  items — the  £our  purchased 
for  the  Army  in  Egypt  amounted  to  70 
days'  supply  ;  and  he  asked  the  attention 
of  the  right  hon.  Oentleman  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  to  the  facta  be 
proposed  to  lay  before  the  Committee, 
beoause  he  was  certain  that,  as  a  man 
well  acquainted  with  business  proceed- 
ings, and  the  manner  in  which  a  buai- 
neea  contract  Ought  to  be  carried  out. 
the  right  hon.  Qentleman  would  be  of 
opinion  that  the  course  pursued  in  this 
matter  was  absolutely  indefensible. 
There  were  75  cases  of  flour  purchased 
for  the  Army  in  Egypt,  and  sent  out  in 
five  different  consigaments,  which  con- 
sisted of  six  different  brands.  The  first 
was  sent  out  in  the  Auitria  on  the  24th 
of  July.  On  the  21st  of  August,  Sir 
John  Adye  sent  it  home,  saying  that  it 
was  utterly  un6t  for  use,  and  never  ap- 
peared to  have  been  good.  On  the  7th 
of  September,  the  Arethuia  took  out  an- 
other consignment,  and  Sir  John  Adye 
reported  that  it  was  in  no  better  condi- 
tion. He  said  that  the  flour  takea  by 
that  ship  was  utterly  destroyed,  and  that 
the  greater  portion  bad  arrived  in  hard 
•olid  blocks.  The  entire  contents  of  a 
sack,  in  many  cases,  were  a  hard  un- 
broken lump.  Other  wituesses  described 
the  flour  as  being  in  the  form  of  lumps, 
like  pillars  of  plaster  of  Paris.  A  tele- 
gram bad  been  sent  to  Sir  John  Adye, 
saying  that  the  flour  bad  been  selected 
espeoudly  lor  its  keeping  qualities,  that 
J)r.  Cameron 


{COMMONS} 


Army  Eriimattt, 


S8 


it  was  shipped  in  good  condition,   and 
had  had  its  bulk  samples  examined.      A 
baker  was  allowed  to  attempt  to  utilize 
the  flour  for  baking  purposes  by  mix- 
ing it  with    flour    purchased    on     the 
spot ;  but   it  was  found  to    be   abso- 
lutely worthless,  and  the  whole  lot  was 
sold  for  the   purpose   of  converting    it 
into  starch.     Now,  there  was  no  arttvle 
in  the  whole  list  of  articles  sent  out   in 
regard  to  which  the  Qovernment  ouglii 
to  have  had  more  experience  than  flour. 
The  Navy  was  constantly  in  the  habit 
of  sending  out  flour  to  hot  climates,  and 
the  authorities  knew  exactly  the  kind  of 
flour  which  would  keep,  and  the  Com- 
missariat officers  were  in  the  habit  of 
making  contracts  all  over  the  world  in 
order  to  secure  good  flour  for  the  use  of 
the  Army.     Then,  again,  the  authoritios 
ought  to  have  been  warned  against  the 
kind  of  flour  sent  out  in  this  case,  be- 
cause the  flour  sent  out  by  the  same  De- 
partment in- the  Chinese  War  had  gone 
wrong.     The  Naval  authorities  had  not 
been  consulted  in  the  matter.    The  Com- 
missBriat  General's  advice  was  not  taken. 
He  reoom mended  one  course,  and  an  en- 
tirely different  course  was  adopted.  Thd 
flour  was  bought  through  the  means  of  a 
broker  instead  of  being  bought  by  the 
skilled  officials  of  the  Department.  That 
was  the  most  absurd  manner  of  conduot- 
ing  business  ever  heard  of.     The  broker 
who  purchased  the  flour  received  a  com- 
mission of  1^  percent.     When  contracts 
for  provisions  were  made  through  the 
Commissariat  the  contracts  themeelvea 
contained  the  most  stringent  provisions. 
When  a  contract  was  made  for  flour  for 
use  in  hot  climates  the  contractor  was 
required  to  guarantee  that  it  was  of  a 
quality  that  would  keep.    But  in  the 
case  to  which  be  referred  no  stipulation 
of  the   kind  was  made.     The  regular 
course  of  buying  from  a  broker  was  de- 
scribed by  the  Director  of  Contracts. 
He  said — 

"  The  Department  sent  for  a  sample,  and  when 
the  sample  was  approved  the  broker  was  ordered 
te  buy  at  a  certain  price  on  caadiLion  that  the 
bulk  agreed  with  the  sample." 

One  would  think  that  it  was  of  some 
little  importance,  under  euch  circum< 
stances,  to  see  the  sample  and  compare 
it  with  the  bulk.  That  was  a  very  ele- 
mentary proposition  which  would  com- 
mand universal  consent ;  but  in  the  pur- 
chases made  by  the  War  Offioe  it  would 
appear  that  the  authorities  never  saw  the 
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samples  at  all  except  in  one  case  out  of 
the  six  brands  ordered.  There  were 
different  braads  of  flonr  purchased,  and 
in  only  one  instaiice  was  tiie  sample  sub' 
mitted  to  the  Director  of  CoDtracts,  01 
the  Director  of  Supplies  and  Transportii, 
and  in  that  case  the  sample  ronBi^ted  of 
a  very  few  ounces  which  had  been  so 
kept  and  kicked  about  the  office  that 
vhen  it  was  wanted  for  analysis  the 
flhemist  said  it  waa  altogether  unfit  for 
the  purpose.  No  other  sample  of  the 
remaining  four  constgomeats  was  ex- 
amined by  the  War  Office  officials. 
Uore  samples  were  said  to  have  been 
taken,  but  they  were  not  submitted  to 
the  War  Office,  and  when  they  were 
wanted  for  purposes  of  comparison 
with  the  flour  which  turned  out  to  be 
bad  they  were  not  forthcoming, 
was  told  that  in  purchasing  flour 
it  was  most  important  to  analyze  it 
order  to  oscertain  what  percentage 
moisture  it  contained.  Mr.  Lawson.  the 
Assistant  Director  of  SuppHes,  told  the 
Committee  that  that  course  was  not 
pursued  in  this  case,  and  that  there  had 
been  no  analysis  mode  or  estimate  taken 
in  order  to  ascertain  what  per  ceatage  of 
moisture  there  was  in  the  flour  sent  in. 
A  certificate,  howevra-,  was  given  whirh 
was  to  the  effect  that  the  flour  was  in 
good  condition  when  shipped  ;  but,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  that  certificate  was  not 
Irom  any  Qoremment  official,  but  from 
persons  employed  in  the  docks  who  were 
tmpUgei  of  the  Dock  Company.  The 
Oorernment  broker  who  bought  the 
flour  'was,  a.%  he  had  said,  paid  by  com- 
mission ;  but  there  was  no  stipulation 
whatever  with  him  that  he  should  not 
purchase  his  own  goods.  It  appeared 
that  in  this  case  he  was  not  an  importer 
of  flour,  and,  therefore,  it  was  poaathle 
that  sDch  a  stipulation  might  have  been 
unnecessary;  but  there  was  an  importer 
of  oats  on  commission  for  the  Oovern- 
ment  who  was  in  a  very  different  posi- 
tion, and  there  was  nothing  to  preTent 
that  broker  from  buying  his  own  oats  at 
the  market  price  and  getting  the  Oo- 
Temment  commission  for  purchasing 
them.  He  was  told  that  there  was  no- 
thing to  prevent  an  individual  in  that 
position  from  obtaining  a  commission  as 
seller  as  well  as  buyer.  In  no  case  was 
the  transaction  conducted  in  a  businesa- 
like  way  or  in  such  a  way  as  an  import- 
ant Government  contract  ought  to  be 
carried  oat.    He  was  told  that  the  loss 
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in  this  instance  had  not  been  very  great, 
as  the  Qovernment  had  msnaged  to 
make  a  gnod  sale  of  the  starcli  into 
which  the  flour  was  converted  in  Egypt. 
But  when  the  difficulty  was  to  get 
through  the  work  of  furnishing  supplies 
for  the  Army  as  rapidly  as  possible, 
surely  that  was  not  a  time  for  exporting 
6our  from  England  for  the  purpose  of 
converting  it  into  starch  in  Egypt.  The 
direct  loss  in  money,  besides  what  was 
realized  from  the  flour  afterwards,  might 
be  considered  also  in  conjunction  with 
the  freight,  and  the  good  flour  on  the 
spot  that  was  lost  in  trying  to  mix  it 
with  the  bad  flour  imported  ;  and.  in 
this  case,  there  had  been  a  direct  loss 
upon  this  particular  item  of  the  sum  by 
which  he  proposed  to  move  the  reduo* 
tion  of  the  ?ot8— namely,  £10,000.  He 
made  the  Government  a  present  of  the 
freight.  All  this  business  was  simply 
the  result  of  blundering,  and  blundering 
of  the  grossest  kind.  The  Navy  had 
sent  out  a  quantity  of  flour  by  way  of 
testing  it,  and  it  answered  perfectly 
well.  Moreover,  Australian  flour  was 
sent  out,  and  it  also  kept  well  in  the 
Ei^yptian  climate.  The  blundering  wss 
of  the  most  unmitigated  kind ;  but,  uot- 
withstsnding  all  the  exposure  about 
Egypt,  the  same  broker  had  been  em- 
ployed to  conduin  their  contracts  for  the 
Soudan.  In  regard  to  the  hay,  a  con- 
tractor  at  Liverpool  contracted  for  up- 
wards of  2,000  tons  of  bay,  and  received 
(br  it  upwards  of  £J0.000  steriing. 
There  were  ditferents  contracts  entered 
into  at  short  intervals  at  different  prices, 
and  there  was  a  great  diversity  of  evi- 
dence between  the  Director  of  Contracts 
and  the  Director  of  Supplies  and  Trana- 
ports  as  to  who  was  responsible  for  the 
contracts.  The  Director  of  Contracts 
claimed  that  he  was  only  responsible  for 
one  contract,  and  that,  with  regard  to  the 
other  contracts,  the  Department  of  Sup- 
plies and  Transports  entered  into  them, 
and  not  himself.  Evidence  was  given 
that,  with  regard  to  the  first  contract, 
which  was  to  be  for  prime  upland  hay, 
no  stipulation  as  to  its  age  was  made. 
The  words  "old  hay"  did  not  appear 
in  the  contract  at  all.  There  was  a  lome 
explanation  of  the  omission ;  but  it  was 
admitted  that  the  proper  thing  to  have 
inserted  would  have  been  the  word 
"old."  especially  as  the  dispute  after- 
wards arose  on  that  particular  point. 
The  hay  was  inspected  by  a  Commisaa' 
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riat  ofllcer;  but  it  was  not  inapect«d  by 
a  Commissariat  officer  appDint«d  by  the 
Departmsnt,  but  by  one  appointed  by 
the  General  Officer  of  the  district.  The 
Commiesariat  ofBcer  of  the  Departmeot 
was  at  the  time  occupied  with  duties  at 
Chester  which  took  up  his  entire  time. 
That  officer  had  beea  obHged  to  work 
Saturdays  aod  Sundays,  early  and  late, 
and  even  then  was  only  able  to  make 
one  or  two  perfunctory  visits  to  the  place 
where  the  hay  was  to  be  compressed  and 
delivered.  That  officer,  although  not 
an  officer  of  the  Commissariat  Depart- 
ment, was  in  constant  communication 
with  the  Director  of  iJuppliea  and  Trans- 
ports. The  price  of  the  bay  was  high ; 
most  of  it  was  bought  at  £9  per  ton.  It 
was  felt  that  that  price  required  some 
justification,  and  the  Director  of  Coa- 
tracts  and  the  Director  of  Supplies  and 
Transports  were  asked  how  it  was  that 
they  accounted  for  the  price.  The  an- 
swer was  that  it  was  very  easy  to  account 
for  it,  because  as  fast  as  the  hay  was 
bought  it  was  taken  away  to  be  pressed, 
and  was  delivered  pressed,  the  cost  of 
pressing  being  set  down  at  £2  a-ton.  It 
was  said  that  30f.  per  ton  at  least  would 
have  to  be  allowed  as  a  general  chai^ 
for  pressing;  but  it  so  happened  that 
fault  was  found  with  the  way  in  which 
this  particular  hay  was  pressed,  and 
some  evidence  was  taken  as  to  the  cost 
of  pressing  it  in  a  perpetual  hay-press- 
ing machine.  The  Woolwich  authori- 
ties sent  up  a  tabulated  statement  of  the 
cost  which  would  have  been- incurred  by 
adopting  that  plan,  and,  instead  of 
amounting  to  30t.  a-ton,  it  was  found 
to  be  only  4(.  a-ton  when  done  by 
perpetual  hay-pressing  machine.  Mi 
Cousins — the  contractor  who  sold  the 
hay  to  the  Government — stated  that  it 
was  purchased  from  lOOdiGTeient  sources; 
but  out  of  all  the  Seporte  upon  it  which 
oame  before  the  Committee  there  was 
only  one  that  was  favourable.  One 
portion  appeared  to  have  been  good, 
and  was  approved  of;  but  the  rest  was 
condemned  in  the  strongest  and  most 
aoqualified  terms  by  everyone  who  gave 
evidence  iu  regard  to  it.  If  it  were  nO' 
cessary,  he  would  quote  what  the  diffe- 
rent officers  had  stated  on  the  subject: 
what  the  Commissariat  General  said  . 
what  a  subsequent  Commissariat  General 
said ;  what  all  the  Assistant  Commissariat 
Generals  said ;  how  it  was  criticized  by 
the  principal  Veterinary  officers ;  and 
J)r.  Catntron 
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also  the  opinion  of  Cavalry  officers  and 
others,  who  gave  a  written  or  verbal  opi- 
nion upon  the  subject.  To  make  Uie 
matter  short,  be  might  say  that  there 
was  no  question,  from  the  evidence  given 
before  the  Committee,  that  the  hay  was, 
to  a  very  large  extent,  mildewed,  rotten, 
full  of  rushes,  and  moss,  and  lowland 
meadow  grasses.  500  tons  of  the  bay 
were  condemned  at  liverpool  and  sold 
at  a  great  loss,  so  utterly  unfit  was  it 
for  service  even  at  home.  A  quantity 
of  it  was  used  as  forage  for  mules.  That 
did  not  pass  through  the  acoounts  as 
having  been  lost;  and  other  portions 
were  utilized  as  bedding  for  horses, 
some  of  it  having  been  actually  seat  out 
to  Egypt  as  bedding,  although  the 
straw  of  that  country  could  be  obtained 
for  very  much  lees  money.  One  thing 
was  perfectly  certain — that  the  whole  of 
this  bay,  with  the  single  exception  of 
one  lot  which  was  favourably  reported 
upon — the  whole  of  this  £20,000  worth 
of  ha;  was  entirely  unfit  for  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  was  bought — namely, 
for  forage  for  horses;  and  yet  the 
contractor  was  complimented  for  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  performed 
his  contract,  and  he  was  a  gentleman 
who  held  Amy  contracts  to  the  extent  of 
£1,200  per  month.  There  wasone  point 
upon  which  be — the  Army  contractor — ■ 
and  Ur.  Nepean  difi'ered.  Mr.  Cousins 
stated — "That  at  a  recent  interview 
he  had  had  with  Mr.  Nepean,  that  gen- 
tleman had  complimented  and  defended 
him."  But  Mr.  Nepean  denied  that  any- 
thing of  the  kind  had  occurred.  The  late 
Surveyor  General  of  the  Ordnance  (Mr. 
Brand)  told  them  the  other  night  that 
he  had  from  the  first  admitted  that  the 
fiour  was'bad.  and  that  the  hay  was  bad. 
If  such  an  admission  was  present  in  the 
mind  of  the  hon.  Member  he  had  cer- 
tainly managed  to  couceal  it  to  aeon- 
siderahle  extent.  During  the  evidence 
given  before  the  Committee  every  at- 
tempt was  made  to  defend  the  contracts 
until  a  very  late  period  in  the  investi- 
gation. Tha  Committee  were  told  that 
the  hay  had  been  packed  in  wet  weather, 
and  a  table  was  sent  in  showing  the 
number  of  wet  days  which  occurred  at 
Liverpool  while  the  hay  was  been  com- 
pressed. They  were  told  that  the  hay 
had  been  deteriorated  in  consequence  of 
its  exposure  to  the  Egyptian  climate  ; 
and  it  was  only  under  the  pressure  of 
cross-examination  that  the  Oommlttee 
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ware  able  to  obtain  an  admission  that 
the  wet  weather  in  England  and  the  dry 
weather  in  Egypt  oould  not  account  for 
rushes,  moas,  and  lowland  meadow 
gruses  formiiig  so  large  a  portion  of  the 
iiay.  They  were  told  that  no  steps  '  ' 
beea  taken  for  the  recovery  of 
£20,000  which  had  been  paid  to  the  man 
who  bad  sent  in  rubbishing  materials 
that  were  not  at  all  in  accordance  with 
Ms  contract.  They  were  told  that  it  was 
not  until  a  comparatively  late  period 
that  the  officials  obtained  any  knowledge 
ofthe  matter;  that  when  the  disclosures 
oune  oat  before  the  Committee  the  mat- 
ter WIS  looked  into,  and  that  it  had 
beea  lesolTed  to  await  the  result  of  the 
Committee's  Beport.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  Committee  never  did  report;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  their  inquiry  was  burked. 
They  were  now  told  that  Mr.  Cousins 
ludbeeDBtruckoffthelist  of  contractors; 
bat  that  could  only  hare  been  a  month 
or  two  before  he  gave  evidence  at  the 
my  latest.  Up  lo  that  time  he  had 
bom  enjoying  permanent  contracts  to 
the  tuneof  £1,200  a-month.  He  (Dr. 
Csmeroo)  wished  to  know  whether  any- 
thing further  was  lo  be  done  ?  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that  there  oould  not  be 
the  (mallest  doubt  thst  the  hay  was  not 
np  to  the  contract.  It  was  not  prime 
Inland  hay  of  the  best  quality  ;  and  it 
^ipeared  to  him  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Oovorament,  under  such  circum- 
■taaeas,  to  bring  an  action  against  the 
Mntractor  for  the  recovery  of  the  money 
*lucb  bad  been  paid  to  htm  under  false 
prsteaces.  The  true  facta  of  the  case 
■oald  then  be  brought  out  in  all  their 
nakedness,  and  the  whole  transaction 
vonld  be  then  exposed,  as  in  Toomer'a 
cue,  and  in  the  case  of  the  York  con- 
trsdot.  He  believed  that  this  was  a  very 
niKh worse  caae  than  thatofToomer,  or 
of  ths  York  contractor,  in  both  of  which 
<bs  Qoverament  had  instituted  an  in- 
quiry. There  was  no  question  about 
lbs  villainous  quality  of  the  hay  sup- 
pliadasprimenpland  hay;  and  he  would 
••k  the  Committee  not  to  inBict  the  loss 
of  £10,000,  incurred  by  this  transaction, 
•»  the  country  until  at  least  some  at- 
tmpt  was  made  to  make  the  contractor 
nfQod  the  money  which  he  had  wrong- 
fally  received. 

Tbb  SUEVETOE  GENEEAL  of 
ORDNANCE  (Mr.  Gut  Dawmay)  said, 
thttsome  of  the  cases  to  which  reference 
bid  been  made  could  not  be  gone  into. 
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I  One  case  was  still  tuljudiet,  and  tlierefore 
it  would  be  improper  to  give  an  opinion 
uponit;  and  another — thetaseof  Toomer 
— had  already  been  decided, and  decided 
againsttheWarOffioe.intbeWestminster 
County  Court.  In  the  latter  case,  the 
hay  was  not  rejected  as  bad,  but  because 
it  was  required  for  a  particular  purpose 
for  which  it  was  not  titled.  There  was 
a  considerable  amount  of  clover  in  the 
hay,  which  prevented  its  being  used  for 
pressing  ;  white,  in  the  second  place,  tha 
majority  of  the  bales  were  of  the  wrong 
size  and  shape,  and  would  not  fit  the 
pressing  machine.  The  Government, 
therefore,  refused  to  take  it,  and  it  be- 
came necessary  to  issue  fresh  tenders  for 
hay.  During  the  interval  the  market 
price  had  gone  up  considerably,  and  that 
which  waa  purchased  to  replace  the  hay 
returned  was  bought  at  a  considerably 
enhanced  price.  As  regarded  the  hay 
and  flour  sent  out  to  Egypt  in  ItiS2, 
and  to  which  reference  had  again  been 
made,  he  was  still  of  the  same  opinion 
OS  that  which  he  had  expressed  som'e 
weeka  ago — that  both  the  hay  and  the 
flour  were  bad.  There  could  be  no 
doubt  that  both  were  of  an  inferior 
quality  and  unfit  to  be  used.  The  loss, 
however,  was  not  in  reality  so  great  as 
thehon.MemberforGIasgow  (Dr.  Came- 
ron) supposed.  The  quantity  of  hay 
sent  out  from  Liverpool  during  the  Egyp- 
tian War  was  973  tons,  and  of  that 
amount  over  400  tons  had  to  be  used  for 
purposes  other  than  of  forage,  entailing 
a  loss  upon  the  country  of  £8,200.  The 
real  cauee  of  this  loss  was  the  inade- 
quacy of  the  inspection.  Unfortunately 
it  was  impossible  for  one  Commissariat 
officer  to  travel  through  an  enormous 
extent  of  country  in  order  to  inspect  the 
hay  in  every  instance,  and  to  see  that 
the  article  thus  inspected  was  that  which 
was  actually  compressed  afterwards  and 
sent.  If  they  wished  to  prevent  such 
regrettable  incidents,  in  the  future,  the 
only  remedy  that  he  could  see  was  to 
augment  the  number  of  the  officers  of 
the  Commissariat  Department.  As  to 
the  flour,  the  loss  entailed  upon  the 
country  was  much  less  than  the  bon. 
Member  for  Glasgow  had  mentioned. 
The  absolute  loss  in  the  difference  of 
price  at  which  the  flour  was  bought  and 
sold  did  not  exceed  £6,000 ;  but  the  fact 
still  remained  that  the  country  had  sus- 
tained injury  in  consequenceof  the  infe- 
riority of  the  flour  sent  out.  l,94S,4721b8. 
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of  flonr  were  sent  out  to  Egypt,  and  of 
that  quantity  1,349,390  lbs.  were  proved 
to  be  of  inferior  quality,  and  could  only 
be  utilized  for  atarch.  It  had  been  shown 
that  it  was  a  mistake  to  Buppoae  that 
because  £our  was  good  in  one  part  of 
Africa  it  waa  bound  to  be  good  in  an- 
other. He  oould  only  attribute  the 
fact  that  Buch  views  had  ever  been  en- 
tertained to  the  geographical  ignorance 
which  existed  upon  the  subject.  He 
had  himself  been  in  botb  parts  of  that 
continent,  and  it  was  a  mistake  to  FUp- 
pose  that  because  a  certain  kind  of  flour 
Kept  satiBfactorily  in  the  Transvaal  or 
in  Zululand,  which  was  as  regarded  the 
coast  line  a  most  sub-tropical  country, 
that  it  would  answer  equally  well  iu  tbe 
dry  climate  of  the  Suodan.  The  War 
Department  recognized  that  errors  bad 
been  committed,  and  it  would  take  the 
lesson  to  heart  and  see  that  they  did 
not  occur  again. 

Hb.  BBAMD  said,  it  had  not  been 
necessary  for  the  bon.  Member  for  Olas- 

fow  (Dr.  Cameron)  to  quote  the  evi- 
ence  given  before  the  Committee,  be- 
cause the  hon.  Gentleman  knew  very 
well  that  ever  since  that  Committee  sat. 
he  (Mr.  Brand]  had  admitted,  both  to 
the  hon.  Member  and  publicly  in  that 
House,  that  there  were  cases  in  which 
there  had  been  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the 
War  Department.  But  when  the  hon. 
Member  spoke  of  the  bayand  fiour,  a  dis- 
tinction ought  to  be  drawn.  The  first 
consignment  of  flour  was  the  only  lot 
about  which  complaint  could  be  made  ; 
and  in  the  case  of  the  hay,  only  one  con- 
signment went  bad — namely,  a  consign- 
ment bought  at  Liverpool,  and  no  part 
of  it  was  ever  delivered  to  the  troops 
during  the  campaign.  He,  therefore, 
wished  to  make  these  two  reservations 
because  they  were  facts.  No  doubt,  a 
portion  of  the  flour  sent  from  this  coun- 
try went  bad ;  but  there  was  flour  at 
hand  to  serve  the  purposes  for  which  it 
was  required,  and  eome  of  the  officers 
connected  with  the  Expeditionary  Force 
were  of  opinion  that  after  the  experience 
they  had  now  gained  it  was  impossible 
for  any  flour,  sent  out  by  ship  to  Egypt, 
to  be  delivered  in  that  country  in  a  good 
condition,  and  that  it  would  be  neces- 
sary, in  future,  to  have  recourse  to  local 
supplies.  His  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
f<)r  Glasgow  had  gone  into  the  case  placed 
before  the  Select  Committee  in  regard 
to  the  manner,  mode,  and  ntethod  in 
Mr.  Ouy  Dawnay 
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which  the  flouTwas  purchased.  He  (Mr. 
Brand)  was  speakinf;  in  the  presence  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
of  Bute  for  War  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith), 
who,  he  thought,  would  corroborate  whut 
be  said  from  his  own  knowledge — 
namely,  that  the  flour  purchased  by  the 
War  Department,  and  consigned  to 
Egypt,  waa  purchased  in  the  same  way 
that  all  such  purchases  were  conducted,  in 
the  City,  for  foreign  countries.  It  was  the 
custom  to  employ  brokers  of  well  known 
respectability  who  possessed  a  good  name 
in.  the  City,  and  to  buy  by  sample.  He 
admitted  that,  as  far  as  possible,  it  was 
desirable  to  follow  the  sample  and  to 
examine  some  portion  of  the  bulk  in 
order  to  see  whether  it  was  the  pame  as 
the  sample.  Still,  it  was  out  of  the  ques- 
tion to  do  that  in  every  instance ;  and, 
on  the  whole,  the  best  plan  was  to  trust 
to  the  high  character  of  the  men  they  em- 
ployed, and  in  that  way  to  act  upon  the 
system  adopted  by  the  leading  commer- 
cial Arms  in  the  City.  His  hon.  Friend 
had  not  been  quite  correct  in  his  state- 
ment with  regard  to  the  loss  upon  the 
Army  flour ;  but  he  did  not  wish  to 
make  any  particular  point  of  it.  He  be- 
lieved, however,  that  the  loss  had  been 
£6,000,  instead  of  £10,000  as  stated  by 
his  hon.  Friend.  He  would,  however,  pass 
hy  that  subject  with  the  single  remark 
that  they  had  now  heard  quite  enough 
upon  the  question  of  the  the  flour  sent 
out  to  Egypt  during  the  war.  He  would 
like,  however,  to  say  a  few  words  on  the 
other  question — namely,  that  of  the  bay. 
As  to  the  supply  of  hay,  be  had  to  point 
out  that  there  was  nothing  more  difficult 
than  to  supply  an  Expeditionary  Fores 
sent  out  from  this  country  with  that 
articlb.  After  hearing  the  evidence 
given  before  the  Select  Committee,  he 
had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would 
be  impossible  for  ths  War  Department 
to  trust,  in  any  way,  to  ooulractors  for 
its  supply,  and  the  only  way  to  meet  the 
difHculty  would  be  by  extending  the  Go- 
vernment depots  for  the  purchase  and 
storage  and  pressing  of  hay.  It  was  de- 
sirable that  they  should  get  out  of  the 
system  adopted  at  Woolwich,  and  have 
places  for  pressing  hay  in  diflerent  parts 
of  the  country,  and  for  developing,  if 
possible,  the  supply  at  certain  centres. 
The  bon.  Member  for  Glasgow  had 
strongly  condemned  the  late  Govern- 
ment for  having  foreborne  to  prosecute 
a  particular  contractor.    Now,  that  o 
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had  occupied  his  attention,  rooTs  espe- 
oialljr  aftar  the  evidence  given  before  the 
Committee.  He  had  inquired  into  it 
carefully,  and  he  would  tell  the  hon. 
Qeatleman  that  if,  by  any  possible 
meanB,  he  could  have  seen  hia  way  to 
reoomoiend  the  Secretary  of  State  to  pro- 
•ecate  the  contractor  he  would  have  done 
■o.  He  thought  the  hon.  Member  would 
fully  believe  that  statement  wheQ  ha 
membered  that  under  the  same  Adi 
lustration  there  had  been  the  proaecutioQ 
novr  Koiiig  oil  at  York,  which  he  hoped 
would  do  a  great  deal  of  good  in  these 
matters,  and  there  had  also  been  the 
prosecution  of  the  man  Toomer.  In  point 
of  fact,  their  reason  for  not  taking  pro- 
ceedings in  the  other  case  was  that  they 
found  they  had  no  legal  case  against  the 
contractor.  The  contractor  had  delivered 
the  hay,  according  to  his  contract,  to  this 
extent.  There  was  a  cUuae  io  the  con- 
tract which  declared  that  the  hay  was  to 
be  subjected  to  the  inspection  of  a  Ooi 
misaariat  ofBcer,  and  that  it  was  to  be 
passed  by  him.  This  hay  was  inspected 
by  the  Commissariat  officer  and  was 
passed  by  him,  and  there  could  be  no 
manner  of  doubt  that  if  the  War  Depart- 
ment had  prosecuted  the  contractor  they 
would  not  have  been  able  to  have  ob- 
tained a  verdict.  He  would  paes  from 
this  matter,  and  would  merely  refer,  in 
a  few  words,  to  the  case  of  Toomer,  which 
bad  been  mentioned  by  the  hon.  Oeutle- 
man.  The  facts  of  the  case  were  these. 
Xhe  hon.  Gentleman  had  addrcBsed  one 
or  two  questions  to  him  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  he  had  informed  him  privately 
to  advise  Toomer  to  defend  his  caae  in 
Court,  so  that  any  allegation  he  was  aaid 
b>  have  made  as  to  fraud  or  bribery  in 
regard  to  any  pereoa  whatsoever  might 
beaxpooed.  The  hay  supplied  by  Toomer 
waa  not  according  to  contract,  and  it  was 
accordingly  rejected.  The  Department 
then  purchased  as  against  the  contract 
with  Toomer,  and  as  the  contractor  re- 
fosad  to  pay  the  difference  an  action  was 
brought  against  him.  Toomer  defended 
the  case.  The  hon.  Oeotlemao  aaid  that 
tta  verdict  went  against  the  War  Office. 
No  doubt  that  was  bo  ;  but  it  did  not 
prove  that  the  verdict  was  right,  and, 
m  bis  (Sir.  Brand's)  opinion,  the  verdict 
vaa  against  the  facts  of  the  case. 

Db.  CAMERON    said,   he   had    not 
raised  that  question. 

)£k.  brand  said,  his  only  object  in 
maotioning  the  case  was  to  point  out  the 
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difficulties  in  which  the  War  Depatt- 


placed  in  endeavouring  t 
secure  good  supplies  for  the  troopa. 
They  had  rejected  this  supply  because  it 
waa  not  according  to  contract,  and  be- 
cause the  hay  was  not  of  proper  size ; 
but  the  verdict  waa  against  them,  and 
the  jury  evidently  thought  that,  whether 
it  was  of  proper  aize  or  not,  the  War 
Office  ought  to  have  taken  it.  The  facta 
in  regard  to  the  purchase  were  these, 
and  he  would  give  them  to  the  Commit- 
tee as  concisely  as  ha  could.  On  the  7th 
of  March,  in  the  present  year,  a  contract 
was  completed  for  200  tons  of  hay  with 
one  firm,  and  for  250  tons  of  hay  with 
two  other  fii'ma.  The  hay  came  in  very 
slowly,  and  as  there  was  great  presaure 
for  a  supply,  Toomer  was  a^ked  to  send 
in  a  tender  for  300  tons.  On  the  !Olh 
of  March  there  were  only  16  tons  in 
Gtore,  and  very  great  preasure  was  being 
used  to  procure  a  further  supply  on  ac- 
count of  the  Expedition  to  the  Soudan. 
Toomer  was  pressed  for  60  tons  to  go  on 
with,  and  those  ware  the  50  tons  the 
hon.  Gentleman  had  alluded  to.  They 
might  have  been  bought  under  a  verbal 
contract  under  prasaure ;  but  the  con- 
tract was  accepted  and  passed.  On  the 
13th  of  March  114  tons  were  contracted 
for  at  12l8.  per  ton,  and  other  tenders 
were  accepted  for  100  tona  at  I27«.  par 
ton,  200  at  132(.  per  ton,  and  100  at 
13T«.  per  ton.  He  quite  admitted  that 
the  market  price  was  105»,  Gd. ;  but  the 
Governmeut  were  obliged  to  accept  the 
higher  terms  on  account  of  the  emer- 
gency of  the  case,  the  difficulties  they 
were  under,  and  the  greatpreasura  that 
existed  for  a  supply.  Unfortunately, 
the  authorities  at  Woolwich  were  in  the 
hands  of  B  limited  number  of  contrac- 
tors; and  sU  he  could  say  in  regard  to 
this  and  the  other  cases  quoted  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman  was  that  the  only 
remedy  waa  to  keep  out  of  that  limited 
area  of  supply,  and  to  establish  further 
Government  depots.  He  believed  that 
at  the  time  the  contract  was  entered  into 
with  Toomer  the  War  Office  did  the 
best  thing  they  could  under  the  circum- 
stances, and  it  was  not  their  fault  if  the 
hay  supplied  was  of  an  inferior  quality. 
They  had  prosecuted  the  contractor  for 
his  default,  and  he  held  that  the  verdict 
by  the  jury  in  the  case  waa  entirely 
wrong. 

Mr.  BYLANDS  said,  he  waa  not  quite 
satisfied  with  the  explanation  whiah  had 
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iuBt  been  given  bj  his  bon.  Friend  the  I  certain  sample*,  and  was  sent  out.  It 
"  "  ■•--'■  '■  "1  ^gg  admitled  that  itwas  badly  sent  out; 
but  it  was  asserted  that  it  was  not  the 
flour  that  was  at  fault,  but  the  condi- 
tions of  climate  aad  transport  which  led 
to  the  injury  rather  than  the  badnesA  ot 
the  flour.  Was  that  bo  or  not?  "Wan 
it  a  faot  that  this  particular  flour  was 
sent  out  under  such  conditions  uf  climate 
and  transport  as  necessarily  to  render  it 
unfit  to  be  used  wheu  It  reacbed  itB 
destination  ?  He  understood  that  Ameri- 
and  Australian  flour,  which  had 
been  sent  out  under  the  same  cunditions, 
was  found  fit  to  be  used,  eud  that  asser- 
tion had  not  been  cootradicted.  He 
bad,  tberefore,  the  greatest  doubt  as  to 
the  correctness  of  the  belief  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  that  it  was  impossible  to  send 
out  flour  to  those  hot  climates  witboat 
exposing  it  to  the  rink  of  destruction. 

The  8TIRVEY0E  &ENEEAL  of 
ORDNANCE  (Mr.  Gnr  Dawkat)  said, 
what  be  bad  stated  was  this — that  the 
brands  of  flour  sent  out  to  Egypt  were 
brands  grown  in  a  motst  climate,  which 
were  bound  to  go  bad  when  they  vere 
sent  over  for  use  in  a  very  hot  and  dry 
climate.  Any  flour  (trown  in  America 
under  the  same  conditions,  if  sent  oat 
to  Egypt,  in  the  same  way,  would  olao 
go  bad,  and  was  bound  to  go  bad. 

Ma.  BTLANDS  could  only  say,  then, 
that  that  kind  of  flour  ought  not  to  be 
sent  out  at  all,  and  he  could  not  under- 
stand why  it  wassent.  Was  the  Director 
of  Supplies  80  ignorant  as  not  to  know 
the  kind  of  flour  that  would  keep  in  hot 
climates  P  He  would  not  say  that  the 
information  given  by  the  boa.  Gentle- 
man was  not  correct;  but  why  was  it 
that  this  kind  of  flour  was  sent  ?  If  a 
wroDg  kind  of  flour  was  sent  out  some- 
body must  be  responsible.  The  com- 
plaint  be  made  in  regard  to  these  Go- 
TCrnment  transactions  tbs  tbat  when 
there  were  blunders  committed  and 
losses  incurred  the  country  had  to  pay 
for  them,  and  yet  it  was  impossible  ta 
put  their  band  upon  anybody  who  was 
responsible.  He  had  known  cases  ooour, 
over  and  over  again,  in  Government 
Departmen's,  which  in  a  private  adminis- 
tration would  have  led  to  the  immediate 
discharge  of  the  offender ;  but  which  in 
these  Government  Departments  only 
brought  about  a  mild  reprimand,  pro- 
bably followed,  shortly  afterwards,  by 
promotion.  He  oould  mention  oases 
which  bad  ooooired  in  the  Navy,  and  id 


Member  for  Stroud  (Mr.  Brand).  Bo 
far  as  the  explanation  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  present  Surveyor  General  of 
Ordnance  (Mr.  Guy  Dawnay)  was  oon- 
oerned,  he  would  only  say  that  it  tended 
to  support  the  contention  of  bis  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Glasgow  (Dr. 
Cameron}.  The  hon.  Gentleman,  to  a 
certain  extent,  disclaimed  any  responsi- 
bility for  transactions  which,  occurred 
before  ihe  advent  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment ;  and,  therefore,  it  was  natural  for 
his  hon.  Friend  who  bad  just  spoken 
to  ofi'er  an  explanation  on  behalf  of  the 
lateOoremmeot,  who  were  responsiblein 
these  particular  cases.  He  thought  they 
should  dismiss  altogether  the  question 
as  to  the  amount  of  loss ;  whether  it 
might  have  been  £6,000,  £6,000.  or 
£10,000.  The  question  rather  was,  who 
was  responsible  for  the  loss?  because 
he  believed  the  circumstances  to  which 
his  hon.  Fiiend  alluded,  and  which 
would  be  fully  in  the  reoollectiou  of  the 
Joint  Committee  on  which  both  he  and 
the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Guy  Dawnay) 
had  eat— he  believed  those  circumstances 
pointed  to  the  unsatisfactory  mode  in 
which  the  Government  Business  was 
carried  on  in  regard  to  supply  and 
demand  in  connection  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Public  Departments.  It 
might  be  a  popular  delusion,  but  he 
oould  say  that  it  was  a  delusion  most 
generally  shared  in,  tbat  in  regard  to  a 
Tory  large  class  of  these  contracts  there 
were  means  taken  by  corruption  to 
secure  advantages  at  the  expense  of  the 
country.  He  believed  that  there  had 
been  a  number  of  instances  in  the  trans- 
actions which  had  taken  place  in  which 
goods  had  been  accepted  and  sent  out 
which  were  afterwards  found  to  be  of 
inferior  quality.  No  such  transactions 
oould  possibly  take  place  in  connection 
with  any  private  administration.  Why 
was  it  that  these  things  occurred  ?  The 
fact  was  that  the  Qorernment  had  a 
number  of  officials,  who,  he  was  afraid, 
in  some  cases,  allowed  themselves  to  be 
tampered  with  in  connection  with  these 
contracts.  His  hou.  Friend  {Mr.  Guy 
Dawnay)  had  alluded  to  the  question  of 
flour.  In  the  fir^t  instance,  he  supposed 
his  hon.  Friend  assumed  that  thi 
had  been  no  blame  in  regard  to  that 
flour.  [Mr.  Gut  Dawkay  dissented.] 
His  hon.  Friend  shook  hia  head,  but  he 
Mid  that  the  flour  was  bought  upon 
Mr.  Sylmd, 
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Other  Departments,  in  wluuh  great  ^oa9 
■nd  great  injury  had  been  sustained  hj 
the  country,  and  after  consideraUe  in- 
quiry blame  was  attached  to  a  certain 
iDdividual,  but  be  was  let  off  \Tith  a 
alight  repricaand  vhich  waa  eoon  for- 
gotten; and  not  long  afterwards  the 
tame  officer  obtained  promotion  in  the 
Serrice.  As  to  this  flour,  after  the 
admiesion  which  bad  been  made  by 
the  Department,  somebody  must  have 
been  responeible  for  sending  ont  a 
deeciiption  of  flonr  to  Egypt  which 
ODght  to  have  been  known  to  be  un- 
■oited  to  that  particular  climate;  but, 
of  course,  these  admiBstons  freed  the 
o<mtractor.  He  must  lay  that  he  had 
been  much  struck  by  the  statement  of 
his  hon.  Friend  that  while  in  regard  to 
the  fiour  the  only  condition  waa  that  it 
vss  to  be  equal  to  sample,  there  was 
only  one  sample  taken  of  the  whole 
quantity  supplied,  and  even  that  was 
regarded  aa  of  so  little  importance  that 
it  was  never  of  any  use.  and  it  was 
found  impossible  to  analyze  it  when  it 
became  necessary  to  test  the  quality  of 
fte  flour,  or  to  ascertain  whether  it  was 
equal  to  sample  or  not.  He  understood 
aew,  (tmn  the  objection  of  the  Front 
Beaches,  that  the  contraotor  in  this  case 
■applied  the  flour  on  condition  that  he 
should  not  be  responsible  for  its  going 
bad.  Therefore,  the  contractor  could 
not  be  blamed ;  but  he  thought  that  a 
great  reflection  was  cast  upon  the  De- 
partment for  having  allowed  such  flour 
to  be  sent  out  at  all.  If  bis  hon.  Friend 
persisted  with  his  Motion  for  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  Yote,  he  (Mr.  Bytands) 
would  certainly  vote  with  him.  He  now 
came  to  the  hay,  and  the  supply  of  hay 
to  the  Expeditionary  Force  waa,  he 
mnat  confess,  a  very  unsatisfactory  affair 
altogether.  They  bad  a  very  large 
quantity  of  hay  to  provide,  and  a  con- 
tractor was  employed  by  the  6ovem- 
ment  to  buy  it.  As  he  underatood, 
the  contractor  bought  it  from  a  oou- 
sderable  number  of  producers,  and 
dtipped  it ;  but  when  it  reached  Egypt 
it  was  found  that  a  very  large  portion 
of  the  hay  was  bad.  This  was  not  the 
case  of  one  bad  parcel  of  hay  supplied 
by  one  sub-contractor  ;  but,  as  he  un- 
derstood, the  general  quality  of  the  hay 
supplied  by  this  particular  contractor 
was  bad.  Then,  what  was  the  natural 
conclusion  ?  The  only  conclusion  waa 
tliii — that    thia    contraotor,    wheu    he 
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gathered  together  from  various  qnarten 
hay  for  the  purpose  of  oarrying  out  the 
Qovernment  contract,  intentionally  ga- 
thered it  together  at  low  prices,  and  of 
inferior  quality,  and  that  the  Qovern- 
ment accepted  it  at  full  prices.  He 
dared  say  that  theGovernment  believed, 
at  the  time,  that  the  hay  was  good  ;  but 
it  was  admitted  now  that  it  was  bad. 
His  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Qlas- 
gow  (Dr.  Cameron)  very  properly  urged 
that  when  the  Government  found  out  the 
condition  of  the  hay,  and  discovered 
what  was,  on  the  face  of  it,  a  fraud,  or 
at  any  rate  a  serious  breach  of  contract, 
it  waa  naturally  to  be  supposed  that  the 
Government  would  have  taken  proceed- 
ings against  the  contractor  in  a  Court  of 
Law,  wilh  a  view  of  recovering  pay- 
ment from  the  contractor  to  make  good 
the  injury  done  to  the  public  by  the 
supply  of  bad  articles.  His  hou.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Stroud  (Mr.  Brand) 
said  the  Government  were  of  opinion 
that  they  had  no  legal  case  against  the 
contractor.  He  wished  that  bts  hon. 
Friend,  after  having  considered  the  mat- 
ter carefully,  had  come  to  a  different 
conclusion.  He  wished  that  he  had  gone 
into  a  Court  of  Law.  At  all  events,  the 
whole  facts  of  the  case  would  have  been 
laid  before  the  public,  and  the  whole 
proceedings  of  the  contractor  would 
have  come  out.  It  was  almost  a  miracle 
to  suppose  that  if  a  man  wanted  to  ob- 
tain a  bond  fide  article  in  the  market, 
and  purchased  it  from  different  pro- 
ducers, that  every  particle  of  it  would 
have  turned  out  bad  unless  there  bad 
been  some  fraud  in  the  matter.  If  the 
Department  had  placed  the  case  clearly 
before  a  jury,  they  would  have  found 
out  how  it  was  that  these  contractors 
had  been  able  to  palm  off  thia  had  hay 
on  the  Government.  At  all  events,  he 
should  have  liked  the  action  to  he 
brought.  But  then  bis  hon.  Friend  said 
that  the  agent  of  the  Commissariat  De- 
partment had  passed  it.  What  had  be- 
come of  the  agent  T  They  had  not  been 
told  that,  and  he  should  veiy  much  like 
to  know  what  had  been  done  with  the 
individual  who  was  responsible  for  all 
this  bungling.  Had  he  been  promoted 
or  had  he  been  disohargcd  ?  Perhaps 
he  had  been  retired  ou  full  pay,  or,  as 
his  hon.  Friend  near  him  suggested, 
perhaps  he  had  been  pensioned.  But 
there  was  this  point— whenever  these 
things  occurred  nobody  seemed  to  b« 
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puniebed  ;  and  his  contontion  was  that 
th«  proper  course  for  the  GoverDinent 
to  ptiiBiie  when  any  great  publio  loss 
injury  had  arisBn  either  from  neglect 
iaeSicieacy  on  the  part  of  a  Gorernment 
official — not  to  put  it  on  any  worse 
groutii) — WAS  to  diBthari^  that  OoTcni' 
ment  ofii<-ial.  He  would  deal  irith  Go- 
vernment ofUciali  in  just  the  same  waj 
as,  undersimilar  circumstances,  officislB 
in  private  Companies  would  be  dealt 
with.  If  the  Goverrment  did  not  do 
that,  they  would  never  getcleao-hnndeil 
officials,  and  never  get  efficient  admi- 
nistration. He  believed  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Glasgow  had  done  an 
admirable  service  in  bringing  these  cases 
befure  the  House  with  euth  ability.  He 
(Mr,  Bylands)  said  that  the  manner  in 
whiohtheao  great  spending  Departments 
were  administered  must  necessarily  lead 
to  the  loss  of  millions  in  the  course 
of  a  year,  owing  to  matadministratioti, 
wasteful  expenditure,  and  the  existence 
of  a  system  of  which  he  believed  the 
great  body  of  the  people  of  the  country 
had  not  the  slightest  conception.  Wbea 
they  voted  large  sums  of  money  year 
after  year,  they  naturally  expected  that 
those  sums  of  money  were  expended  to 
the  best  advantage;  but  he  believed 
they  would  learn  soma  day  that  they 
were  not  spent  to  the  best  advantage — 
that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  blunder- 
ing in  the  Publio  Services  under  a  sys- 
tem whifh  could  only  lead  to  publio 
loss.  He  believed  that  the  time  would 
oome  when  the  present  system  would 
not  be  allowed  to  continue,  and  when  it 
would  be  demanded  that  if  public  ser- 
vanta  did  not  do  their  duty  the  Depart- 
ment should  take  care  that  they  did 
not  remain  in  the  Publio  Servioe. 

Mr.  J.  W.  BARCLAY  aaid,  he 
thought  that  the  debate  had  shown  such 
a  want  of  competence  on  the  part  of  the 
officials  of  the  Department  as  to  create 

S-eat  fear  with  regard  to  any  similar 
ipedition  that  might  in  future  leave 
theae  ebores.  With  regard  to  the  con- 
tract for  Sour,  the  purchase  seemed  to 
have  been  brought  about  in  a  euffi- 
oiently  busineea  way;  but  the  mistake 
was  that  the  person  who  oriterad  the 
flour  did  not  kiiow  what  kind  of  flout 
ou^ht  to  be  ordered.  But  he  under- 
stood that  the  special  qualities  of  Sour 
for  exportation  were  netl  known  ;  and, 
that  being  ao,  the  War  Office  might 
lutve  inquired  at  the  Admiralty  aa  to  the 
Mr.  SylMtU 
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proper  kind  of  flour  for  the  purpooe  of 
the  Expe'lition.     Ee  did  not  tbinlc  that 
flour  could  be  purchased  in  any  belter 
vay  than  through  a  Teapectable    broker 
in  the  City,  which  was  the  usual  way  of 
doing  the  business;  but  bethought  that 
the  War  Office  ought  to  have  inade  ab- 
solutely certain  of  the  quality  of  all  the 
stores  before  they  left  ;  it  was  too  lata 
to   find   out  that  they  were  unsuitable 
after  they  had    left  the  country.      He 
thought  that  the  authorities  should  take 
measures,  by  meauBof  their  own  servaiit^, 
to  eatiafy  themselves  that  the  stores  were 
of  the  proper  description,  and  suitable 
for  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  re- 
quired.    Then  with  respect  to  the  hay. 
The  hon.  t^entleman  who  bad  spoken  oa 
this  question  from  the  Treasury  Bench 
(Mr.  Guy  Dawnay]  had  t<dd  the   Com- 
mittee that  an  officer  had  been  ordered 
to  examine  the  bay.  and  that  he  found 
it  impracticable  to  do  so.     He  (Mr.  Sar- 
claj)  underetoud  that  the  hay  waa  all 
prei^sed  at  one  place,  and  what  any  busi- 
nesB  man  would  have  done  would  be  to 
send  to    the  pressing   establishment  a 
competent  and  trustworthy  man — a  man 
who  knew  about  hay— to  examine  it  at 
the  time  the  pressing  waa  going  on. 
There  was  no  difficulty  about  seeing  the 
quality  of  hay  when  it  was  being  pressed. 
It  practically  amounted  to  ibis— that  a 
contraLt  was  entered  into  for  hay  ;  that 
the  hay  was  never  inspected ;  that  it  waa 
taken  on  the  nominal  certificate  of  an 
officer  who  said  he  bad  not  time  to  in- 
Bpect  it  and  discharge   the  duties  en- 
trusted  to  him.     He  thought  that  indi- 
cated gross  neglect  on  the  part  of  the 
War  Uffice,  who  ought  to  have  taken 
mesBures  to  have  the  hay  inapeoted  be- 
fore   it    was  shipped.     Again,    it  was 
absurd  to  enter  into  a  contract  for  hay, 
and  take  delivery  without  aaoertaining 
that  it  was  in  good  order  and  condition. 
The  tlear  duty  of  the  War  Office  in  this 
case  was  to  aatiely  themaelveB,  at  the 
time  of  delivery,  that  the  hay  waa  of  the 
quality  contracted  for.      He  was  told 
also  that  the  Government  paid  ISdt.  for 
hay  which  was  sold  in  the  market  at 
Ht&».     To  anyone  who  knew  anything 
about  hay   he  was  afraid   that  would 
seem  very  absurd,  because  a  very  much 
less  price  thaa  133*.  would  brinff  hay 
Irom  all  parts  of  the  country  to  Wiiol- 
wich.    The  difficulty  was  that  the  Go- 
vernment could  not  get  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  contractors  who  would  sabnit  to 
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do  what  it  was  nnderslond  -vta  neceMarj' 
in  order  to  get  War  Office  cnntracts ; 
that  was  the  familiaT  esplanation  of  the 
Ka.'On  whj'  the  War  Office  could  not  get 
contractors  to  cotne  forward  in  sufficient 
numbers.  He  eaid  that  ihesa  contracts 
should  be  adverlised  throughout  the 
countt7,  and  that  it  should  be  understood 
that  the  Government  would  take  hay 
from  all  subject  to  strict  examination. 
If  thitwera  done  he  had  no  doubt  that 
the OoTemmf nt  would  get  any  quantity 
oF  bay  that  they  wanted  ;  because  the 
difficulty  that  existed  in  the  minds  of 
the  contractora  was  sa  to  whether  there 
Toald  be  fair  play  and  justice  on  the 
part  of  the  QuTernmenl  Departmeut 
nhea  tbey  came  to  make  delivery  of 
their  goods.  If  the  hon.  Gentleman 
would  devote  his  attention  to  this  part 
of  the  subject  he  would  inspire  hay 
dialers  throughout  the  country  with  the 
fseting  that  there  would  only  be  straight 
detling;  and  then  he  was  convinced 
tbat  there  would  be  no  difficulty  what- 
ever in  the  War  Department  getting  all 
the  supply  of  good  hay  which  they 
night  require,  and  that  at  a  reasonable 

Ms.  BBAND  said,  the  hon.  Member 
forFoTfarshire(Mr.  Barc1a7)had  stated 
with  regard  to  the  bay  bought  at  Liver- 
poo!  tbat  it  was  passed  by  the  Commis- 
Bsiiat  officer,  and  that  tbat  officer  had 
ttatsd  that  he  rould  not  inrpect  the  bay. 
He  (Mr.  Brand)  was  able  to  say  that 
that  officer  had  represented  that  he  could 
not  do  the  work  ;  tbat  he  was  over- 
vorlied;  and  that  the  War  Office  in- 
ilTQcted  another  officer  in  the  district  to 
give  him  winie  assistance. 

Mb.  J.  W.  BARCLAY  said,  he  though  t 
it  would  simplify  matters  very  much  if 
the  hon.  rientleman  (Mr.  Brand)  would 
state  that  some  officer  authorized  by  the 
authorities  in  the  district  was  present 
during  the  time  that  the  bay  was  being 

Jreised  at  Liverpool,  and  that  he  cerli- 
ed  that  the  bay  was  of  satiafactory 
quslity. 
Mb.  BEAND  :  That  was  so. 
Ma.  GOUHLEY  said,  they  bad  to  deal 
with  two  complaints,  one  with  regard  to 
the  bad  hay  and  the  other  with  regard 
to  the  uneound  flour  that  bad  been  sent 
out  to  the  Soudan.  No  one  would 
ssy  that  any  Department  of  the  War 
Office  should  be  held  responsible,  other 
than  the  Secretary  of  Statu  or  the  Duke 
of  Cambridge,  for  sending  out  tbat  bad 


hay  and  flour.  It  had  been  stated  that 
ihe  hay  was  extra  pressed  in  Liverpool. 
He  (Mr.  Oourley)  belioved  that  the  hay 
that  was  sent  waainallprobabilityDutch, 
whith  cost  about  £3  lOi.  a-ton.  It  would 
thus  be  perceived  by  the  Committsa 
that  the  contractor  could  in  that  way, 
if  he  liked,  rob  the  country  of  something 
like  £3  a-ton,  the  difference  between  the 
price  of  the  hay  and  what  the  War 
Office  paid  for  it.  He  thought  that  the 
proposal  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Glas- 
gow (Dr.  Cameron)  was  a  very  reason- 
al'le  one — namplv,  that  the  present 
officials,  insteadof  folio  wing  in  the  eteps 
of  their  Prederessors,  should  bring  an 
action  against  the  contractors  who  sup- 
plied  hay  of  a  quality  totally  difierent 
from  tbat  which  they  agreed  to  supply. 
Then,  with  regard  to  the  flour,  was  the 
Committee  to  understand  that  t)i«  War 
Office  did  not  know  what  sort  of  flour 
was  proper  to  be  sent  to  hot  climates  ? 
Evidently,  this  appeared  to  be  the  cose, 
the  Chiefs  knowing  about  as  much  as 
the  man  in  the  moon  regarding  a  busi- 
ness for  which  they  were  drawing  heavy 
eslaries,  the  reward  of  political  clap- 
trap. The  only  kind  that  could  be  sont 
with  safety  was  kiln-dried  flour,  and  he 
hoped  that  the  Commissariat  Depart- 
ment of  the  War  Office  would  bear  that 

Mb.  LABOUCHEBE  said,  he  had 
had  a  great  many  communications  from 
coutraitors  and  others  who  supplied  bay, 
to  the  effect  that  there  was  a  worthy 
gentleman  at  Woolwich  who  was  a  par- 
ticutar  friend  of  the  officials,  and  some- 
how or  other  when  the  hay  was  sent  in 
it  never  gave  satiafactioo,  and  the  con- 
tract was  given  to  some  estimable  gen- 
tleman who  was  a  friend  of  the  indi- 
vidual referred  to.  That  was  the  story 
that  was  told.  He  did  not  know  whe- 
ther the  Surveyor  General  of  Ordnance 
(Mr.  Guy  Dawnay)  intended  to  look  into 
the  matter  thoroughly ;  be  did  not  want 
to  make  any  particular  charges;  but, 
from  what  he  gathered  from  the  corre- 
spondence he  had  had  with  contractors, 
he  waa  convinced  tbat  something  ought 
to  be  dona  down  at  Woolwich.  Now, 
this  question  of  hay  had  created  diffi- 
culties in  several  paits  of  the  cuuntry. 
He  believed  there  was  a  prosecution 
going  on  iu  connection  with  it  at  York, 
and  Quartermasters  and  others  were 
being  taken  away  from  their  duties  in 
consequence.    If  the  hon.   Oentlemaa 
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would  go  into  the  Bubjent  he  had  al- 
luded to  with  regard  to  Woolwich  be 
believed  he  would  tind  that  great  changes 
mi^bt  be  made  there  with  advantage  to 
the  Public  Service, 

Thb  secretary  of  STATE  fob 
"WAR  (Mr.  W.  H.  SaiTH)  said,  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  Glasgow  (Dr.  Came- 
ron), in  asking  the  Oovernmeut  to  con- 
sent to  a  diminution  of  this  Vote,  placed 
them  in  a  difficult  position.  This  money 
was  not  to  be  paid  for  flour  and  hay  in 
the  past,  but  for  bay  and  other  supplies 
in  the  future ;  and,  therefore,  by  putting 
them  to  the  necessity  of  dividing  against 
his  Amendment,  he  placed  them  in  a 
very  unsatisfactory  position.  All  he 
could  say  was  that,  as  far  as  it  lay  in 
his  power,  be  would  endeavour  to  secure 
that  the  business  of  the  Department 
should  be  properly  done;  and  he  was 
convinced  that  his  hon.  Friend  the  Sur- 
veyor General  of  Ordnance  would  spare 
DO  exertion  to  secure  that  any  irregu- 
larities that  had  occurred  in  the  past 
aboutd  not  be  repeated  in  the  future. 
As  to  what  had  been  said  with  regard 
to  Government  ofiicialB  accep ling  bribes, 
he  was  not  there  to  defend  particular 
iustitutions ;  and  if  it  was  possible  to 
point  out  a  single  case  of  the  kind,  the 
hon.  Member  for  Glasgow  might  be 
assuredtbathe  and  bis  hon.  Friend  would 
spare  no  effort  to  remove  the  person 
against  whom  an  act  of  the  kind  could 
be  proved.  But  bis  experience  of  the 
great  majority  of  public  servants  was 
such  as  to  compel  him  to  acknowledge 
that  they  served  the  country  efficiently 
and  purely.  Seforence  bad  been  made 
to  the  case  of  tbe  contractor  who  bad 
delivered  hay  of  a  character  totally  un- 
Buited  to  the  purposes  it  was  intended 
for,  and  very  much  below  the  quality 
undertaken  to  be  delivered.  Well,  the 
hon.  Member  for  Stroud  (Mr.  Brand), 
the  late  Surveyor  General  of  Ordnance, 
felt  that  he  could  not  prosecute  in  this 
case.  He  (Mr.  W.  E.  Smith)  would 
look  into  the  subject  agaio,  and  if  his 
opinion  as  to  the  proper  course  to  be 
taken  differed  from  that  of  bis  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Stroud,  he  was 
£ure  be  would  not  objeot  to  serve  the 
country  by  assisting  in  doing  what  was 
necessary.  But  he  hoped  the  Govern- 
mejBt  would  not  be  pressed  to  consent  to 
t3ie  reduclion  of  the  Vote,  because,  as 
he  had  pointed  out,  it  would  place  them 
in  an  awkward  position. 
Mr.  L<Aeuelurt 
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Mr.  AETHtTE  O'CONNOR  said,  that 
the  rigbt  hon.  Oemleman  who  had  just 


sat  down  bad  made  one  or  two  state- 
ments which  he  was  very  glad  to  bear  fall 
from  him.  Tbe  first  statement  was  that 
he  recognized  that  in  this  particular 
contract  there  was  something  particu- 
larly unsatisfactory.  The  second  state- 
ment was  that  tbe  great  body  of  public 
servants  in  the  country  bad  sbown  them- 
selves above  suspicion  nith  regard  to 
anything  in  the  nature  of  corruption. 
The  right  bon.  Gentleman  bad  gone  on 
to  say  that  if,  on  further  consideratioD, 
there  appeared  any  likelihood  of  obtain- 
ing satisfaction  by  action  at  law,  that 
action  should  be  taken.  A  legal  friend 
of  his,  who  was  present  when  tbe  case 
to  which  reference  had  been  made  was 
going  on,  had  expressed  bis  astonish- 
ment to  him  that  such  a  rotten  case 
should  have  been  taken  into  Court.  He 
understood  that  in  actions  of  the  kind 
tbe  meet  overwhelming  case  had  to  be 
made  out.  But  he  said  that,  injustice 
to  tbe  whole  body  of  Civil  servants,  the 
present  Minister  for  War  would  do  well 
to  institute  within  the  limits  of  his  on  n 
Office  strict  inquiries  as  to  who  were  the 
ofQcials  responsible  in  this  ease.  It  was 
due  to  the  whole  Service,  if  there  were 
persona  connected  with  it  who  were  im- 
plicated inanytbinglike  unfair  dealing, 
that  they  should  be  punished.  It  was 
perfectly  obvious  that  if  there  had  been 
anything  like  fraud  with  regard  to  this 
bay  there  must  have  been  some  amount 
of  collusion.  Therefore,  he  thought  the 
House  would  look  for  a  searching  in- 
vestigation into  all  tbe  circumstancea 
connected  with  the  contract  for,  and  de- 
livery of,  the  articles  in  question.  It 
was  well  known  that  persons  guilty  of 
delinquencies  were  sheltered  in  a  man- 
ner that  was  extraordinary.  He  re- 
membered the  case  of  a  high  official  who 
embezzled  money,  and  who,  instead  of 
being  prosecuted,  figured  on  the  pension 
list  at  tbe  first  opportunity.  The  case 
was  partly  investigated,  but  the  man 
was  not  removed ;  the  then  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  expressed  his  opinion 
that  he  ought  not  to  bave  been  on  the 
pension  list,  but  in  the  dock  at  the  Old 
Itailey.  He  (Mr.  A.  O'Connor)  hoped 
that  tbe  present  War  Minister  would 
leave  no  stone  unturned  to  discover,  no 
matter  whether  it  was  an  official  or  other 
person,  who  had  been  concerned  in  any- 
thing like  collusion  in  this  matter ;  and 
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Iie  boped  a1(o  tbat  nhen  tliat  person 
had  been  discovered  be  «ould  be  treated 
as  he  deserved. 

Db.  CAUEBON  said,  after  the  state- 
mant  and  explaofttion  of  the  riKht  bon. 
Oentleman  the  Secretary  af  State  for 
War,  lie  would  be  aatiefiad  in  not  press- 
ing  bis  Amendment  to  a  division.  He 
Taa  quite  certain,  whether  the  rigbt  bon. 
Gentleman  gained  or  lost  in  any  pro- 
ceedings be  might  take  against  the  con- 
tractors, that  tbe  public  would  think  he 
bad  done  perfectly  rig'bt  in  bringing  bis 
action.  If  be  would  take  counsel  with 
bis  right  bon.  and  learned  Friend  the 
Jndge  Advocate  General  (Ur.  Marriott) 
he  believed  that  he  wouldpossililyputbim 
in  the  way  of  recovering  &om  the  contract 
tontome  portion  of  this  money.  Tbey  bad 
been  told  that  only  one  consignment  of 
flonr  was  bad ;  but  be  bad  read  that  the 
lecond  consignment  was  bad  also,  and 
that  all  the  flour  was  in  a  condition 
utterly  unfit  to  be  used.  Attention  bad 
been  called  to  tbe  case  of  the  Commis- 
nriat  officer,  who  made  a  nominal  in- 
apeotion  ;  bat  be  trusted  that  a.  scape- 
goat would  not  be  made  of  tbat  officer, 
who  bad  assured  tbe  Committee  that  he 
eould  not  possibly  have  overtaken  bis 
work;  that  be  bad  done  his  best;  tbat 
be  had  worked  night  and  day,  and  who 
bad  given  bia  evidence  in  such  a  way  as, 
witbont  abelteriag  himself,  to  make  a 
fitvourable  impression  on  tbe  Committee. 
If  tbe  right  bon.  Qentleman  was  going 
to  look  into  the  matter,  let  bim  look  into 
the  conduct  of  those  gentlemen  con- 
nected with  the  Supply  and  Transport 
Department  and  the  Department  of  the 
Director  of  Contracts,  who  bought  six 
different  kinds  of  flour,  and  made  five 
consignments  of  it  on  a  sample  contract, 
and  who  never  saw  that  the  flour  was 
up  to  sample.  If  the  rigbt  bon.  Oen- 
tleman  wanted  a  scapegoat  let  him  look 
for  bim  in  tbat  direction.  They  were 
told  that  tbe  fiour  was  bought  in  tbe 
Diusl  manner.  Why,  that  was  ibe  very 
tbieg  be  protested  against.  He  bad  not 
■aid  one  word  against  the  military 
officials  at  the  War  Office— he  was 
speaking  of  tbe  civilian  officials.  The 
country,  at  a  great  expense,  kept  np  a 
Commissariat  Department  at  head-quar- 
ters, and  tbe  Commissary  Oeaeral 
leceived  £1,500  a-year.  In  tbat  De- 
partment there  were  men  of  great  ex- 
perience, men  who  so  to  speak  had  gone 
through  the  mill,  and  who  understood 
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tbe  whole  business.  He  complained  tbat 


tbe  Commissary  General  had  protested 
against  the  flour  being  sent  out,  and 
that  bis  protest  was  of  no  avail.  The 
country,  as  be  bad  aoid,  kept  a  number 
of  gentlemen,  the  Oommiusry  General, 
with  BcaistaDts,  at  great  expense,  and 
their  aervioea  were  not  utilized.  In  war 
time  tbey  were  put  aside,  and  the  whole 
duty  of  providing  for  tbe  Army  was  put 
into  the  bauds  of  War  Office  clerks,  who 
put  themselves  into  tbe  hands  of  the 
first  contractor  who  presented  himself, 
and  who  probably  knew  as  little  of  the 
special  requirements  of  the  case  as  tbey 
did.  He  bo[ied  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  tboroijgbly  look  into  tbe 
whole  matter,  and  thereby  perform  a 
great  public  service. 

Original  Question  pat,  and  *gr*»d  U. 

(2.)  £801,500,  Olothiog  Gstabliab- 
meats.  Services,  and  Suppllee. 

Mr.  SCLATER-BOOTH  desired  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of 
Sute  for  War  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  to 
ihe  change  which  took  place  some  years 
ago  in  the  mode  of  dealing  with  soldiers' 
worn-out  clothing.  It  was  a  very  im- 
portant change,  affecting,  as  it  did,  tbe 
Army  generally  and  ttie  interests  of 
private  soldiers,  and  tbe  traders  in  the 
clothing  in  particular.  He  did  not 
know  whether  the  change  to  which  he 
alluded  was  brought  to  tbe  notice  of 
the  House  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  in  1881.  He  bad  no  doubt  it 
was ;  but,  judging  from  tbe  statement 
which  the  Minister  for  War  generally 
made  in  introducing  the  Estimates,  be 
thought  its  importance  was  forgotten. 
It  was  the  practice  formerly  for  soldiers 
to  be  permitted  to  dispose  of  their  own 
old  clothing.  That  pennisaion  was,  be 
believed,  summarily  withdrawn,  and  the 
whule  of  tbe  old  dotbing  was  disposed 
of  by  the  War  Office.  That  was  a  very 
great  chan)i;e,  and  if  it  waa  not  brought 
before  the  House  in  a  aystematia  way  at 
tbe  time  it  was  made  it  ought  to  hav» 
been.  But,  whether  that  wera  so  or 
not,  the  time  had  certainly  arrived  when 
public  attention  should  be  called  to  the 
question,  and  when  the  Minister  for 
War,  especially  a  Minister  just  oonung 
to  biB  duties,  should  be  asked  to  say 
whether  he  was  satisfied  the  change  bad 
been  made  without  any  prejudicial 
efi'ects.  He  (Mr.  St-later- Booth)  noticed 
tbat  in  the  Vote  the  Committee  was  noiL 
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askecl  to  paes  no  leas  a  sum  than  £SO,000 
vas  set  Aova  sb  the  result  of  the  sale  of 
the  old  clothiof!;.  It  was  a  rather  re- 
markable fact  that  the  same  aum  vaa 
Bet  down  laet  jear.  He  should  be  glad 
to  knov  whether  that  sum  Tepreaeated 
the  net  produce  of  the  sales,  and  whe- 
ther it  was  the  sum  at  which  there  was 
a  contract  for  the  disposal  of  the  whole 
of  this  eoormous  quantity  of  old  stores  ? 
If  £50,000  was,  according  to  his  hypo- 
thesis,  the  measure  of  the  State's  gain 
by  the  change,  it  was  also  the  measure  of 
the  soldier's  loss.  If  Ihesumweredivided 
amongst  soldiers  of  the  Armj  quartered 
in  England— he  supposed  the  system 
did  not  extend  beyond  the  Channel — 
each  man  would  receive  a  Bubstantial 
amount.  There  had  been  many  letters 
in  the  newspapers  from  officers  calling 
attention  to  this  matter,  which  they  re- 
garded as  a  great  grieTance  to  the 
soldier ;  in  fact,  in  some  of  the  letters 
published  in  a  most  respectable  daily 
paper  a  year  and  a-balf  ago  what  had 
been  done  was  spoken  of  as  absolute 
robbery.  He  bad  no  doubt  that  some 
contingent  advantages  were  given  to  the 
soldier  at  the  time  to  compensate  him 
for  the  withdrawal  of  this  privilege; 
but  be  must  say  that,  if  he  were  a  pri- 
vate soldier,  he  should  view  with  some 
jealousy  the  way  in  which  this  privilege 
Dad  been  taken  from  him.  But,  whether 
justice  was  done  to  the  soldier  in  the 
first  instance  or  not,  some  explanation 
was  demanded  in  the  matter.  The  men 
who  had  enlisted  since  the  change  had 
come  in,  of  course,  under  the  new  ays- 
fern,  therefore  they  could  not  complain 
of  any  breach  of  contract;  hut  he  was 
told  that  the  system  was  unpopular,  and 
that  it  wurked  badly,  especially  in  cer- 
tain regiments.  Formerly  it  was  the 
practice  of  soldiers  to  hold  over  their 
old  uniforms  to  wear  on  fatigue  duly,  or 
at  other  times  when  they  were  not  re- 
quired to  be  dressed  in  thetr  best.  He 
understood  that,  since  the  new  system 
came  into  force,  soldiers  had  been  seen 
performing  their  fatigue  duties  in  their 
new  uniforms  turned  inside  out  for  fear 
they  would  destroy  their  clothes.  He 
quite  agreed  that  there  were  other  in- 
terests to  be  consulted  in  the  decision  of 
this  question  besides  that  of  the  private 
soldier — for  example,  the  interest  of  the 
ofBoera  of  the  regiment.  He  was  told 
that  officers  complained  very  much  of 
the  want  of  these  second  suits  of  clothes 
Jfr.  acUttr.Botth 
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for  the  soldiers,  and  that  tbey  found  the 
deterioration  of  the  new  uniforms  so 
great  that  thej connived  at  the  men  keep- 
ing back  their  old  articles  of  clothing, 
and  so,  as  it  were,  brought  them- 
selves into  conflict  with  the  new  system. 
He  was  told  also  that  the  accamulatioa 
of  old  clothing  in  certain  quartera  had 
been  so  great  as  to  be  positively  in- 
jurious to  the  health  of  the  men  living 
near  the  store  house,  and  that  the  con- 
tractors had  failed  to  perform  the  duties 
they  had  undertaken.  He  was  told  that 
officers  of  standing  lamented  the  change ; 
that  they  considered  it  was  not  only  in- 
jurious to  the  appearance  and  discipline 
of  the  regiments,  but  distinctly  contrary 
to  the  interests  of  the  men  themselves, 
because  the  terms  of  the  contracts  were 
such  that,  although  men  might  be  re- 
quired by  the  Begulations  of  the  Serrice^ 
and  by  the  interest  of  the  regiment,  to 
lay  out  their  own  money  in  repairing 
their  clothing,  tbey  were,  nererthelau, 
obliged  to  surrender  the  clothing  to  the 
contractor  without  receiving  anything 
for  what  they  had  done  to  it.  Bo  mueb 
for  the  soldiers  and  the  regiments.  Now, 
with  regard  to  the  contractors.  The 
former  practice  was  for  the  clothing  to 
be  sold,  under  proper  regulations,  to  the 
persons  who  collected  at  the  different 
head-quarters  in  order  to  deal  in  these 
old  stores.  Do  not  let  it  be  said  that 
there  was  any  misappropriation  of  stores 
belonging  to  the  Crown,  or  that  these 
people  were  carrying  on  an  unlawful 
trade.  Nothing  of  the  sort.  The  dealers 
in  these  stores  were  encouraged  by  the 
then  system  to  establish  tbemselves  in 
the  different  regimental  districts,  and 
they  were  licensed  by  the  Assistant  Ad- 
jutant General  or  some  other  official  to 
deal  in  these  stores,  and  the  soldiers 
were  only  allowed  to  part,  with  their 
clothing  under  certain  regulations.  He 
believed  it  was  not  alleged  that  there 
was  aoyfraud  or  malpractice  under  the 
old  aystem.  It  was,  no  doubt,  found  by 
Generals  oommanding  important  dis- 
tricts that  some  of  the  clothing  found  its 
way  among  the  lower  classes,  and  was 
worn  in  the  streets ;  indeed,  he  believed 
it  was  very  mui-h  in  consequence  of  the 
fact  that  civilians  were  sometimes  Bern 
wearing  soldiers'  worn-out  garments  that 
these  old  stores  were  now  dealt  with  in 
a  very  muoh  larger  way  than  hereto- 
fore. Large  contracts  were  now  ood- 
oluded ;  but  hon.  Members  had  no  ksow- 
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lodge  how  thej  were  mftde.  Certainly, 
tbey  were  not  ooacluded  under  any  tyn- 
tern  of  public  tender,  or  in  a  waj  whicli 
was  tX  all  Batisfactoiy  to  the  traders, 
who  were  encouraged  for  manj  years  to 
deal  Id  the  stores,  and  who  suddenly 
found  thenuelres  deprived  of  their  busi- 
neu.  Take  the  case  of  Alderebot.  He 
was  informed  that  no  less  a  sum  than 
£10,000  was  kept  contiauallj floating  in 
the  transactions  connected  with  soldiers' 
old  clothing.  The  people  who  had  estab- 
lished theniselres  in  that  popnions  place 
with  a  view  of  administering  to  the 
wants  and  profiting  by  the  needs  of  the 
soldier  population  had  been,  by  the  fiat 
of  the  War  Office,  ousted  from  their 
business.  He  understood  that  now  thi 
old  clothing  found  its  way  to  the  Baetero 
Counties,  and  was  there  converted  into 
shoddy.  The  War  Office  aod  the  House 
could  not  altogether  disregard  the  feel- 
ing of  those  traders,  who  hod  conducted 
tbemselrea  with  propriety,  and  who, 
owing  to  a  piece  of  caprice  on  the  part 
of  the  War  Office,  had  found  themselves 
-  ousted  from  an  honourable  em|iloyiQent. 
Ho  should  he  glad  if  his  right  hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith),  or  the  Sur- 
veyor General  {Mr.  Guy  Dawnay),  if 
that  Gentleman  replied  to  him,  would 
assure  him  that  this  subject  should  re- 
emva  his  attention,  and  should  be  consi- 
dered, in  the  light  of  the  experience  of 
the  last  four  years,  dispassionately,  and 
with  a  desire  to  find  out  what  there  waa 
to  be  said  against  the  change  as  well  as 
in  favour  of  it.  All  he  asked  was  that 
inquiry  should  be  made,  and  that  the 
soldiers,  public,  and  traders  should  re- 
ceive the  benefit  of  it.  Some  time  ago 
he  asked  a  Queslioa  of  the  noble  Mar- 
quess {the  Marquess  of  Hartington)  on 
ttie  subject ;  but  the  answer  he  received 
was  ambiguous  and  unsatisfactory.  It 
waa  due  to  the  private  soldier  that  they 
should  know  they  had  not  been  deprived 
of  a  privilege  which  they  had  valued ; 
and  it  was  due  to  the  traders  in  old 
clothing,  many  of  whom  were  old  Army 
pensioners,  that  they  should  know  they 
had  not  been  ousted  from  a  reasonable 
and  proper  employment  except  for  the 
very  Dest  reasons. 

Thb  8DEVEY0R  GENERAL  op 
OEUNANCE  (Mr.  Gmr  Dawmat)  said, 
he  had  listened  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman {Mr.  Sclater-Booth)  with  con- 
aiderable  surprise,  because  he  did  not 
nndetatand  whether  the  right  hon.  Gen- 


tleman had  called  attention  to  this  sub- 
ject in  the  interest  of  the  slop-dealer,  of 
the  country,  or  of  the  soldiers.  He  (Mr. 
Guy  Dawnay)  was  perfectly  satisfied 
that  the  change  of  system  bad  worked 
exceedingly  well  for  the  men  and  for 
the  country.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
must  be  aware  that  under  the  old  system 
it  was  the  commonest  thing  in  the  world 
for  the  men  to  make  away  with  their 
uniforms— indeed,  it  was  chiefly  owing 
to  this  fact  that  the  country  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  whole  system  must 
be  changed.  The  present  system  was 
this— that  instead  of  allowing  the  slop- 
dealers  to  barter  with  the  soldiers  for 
their  old  clothes,  and  in  many  instances 
get  them  for  a  mere  song,  all  the  old 
clothing  was  got  together  in  store,  and 
then  sold  to  contractors  for  what  came 
to  a  very  confiderable  sum  of  mouey 
—£.50,000.  The  soldier  did  not  lose, 
but  directly  benefited  by  the  change. 
Instead  of  getting  what  he  used  to — a 
few  shillings  for  his  worn-out  garmeots 
— the  soldier  now  got  a  suit  of  blue 
serge,  when  he  first  joined  as  a  re- 
cruit, a  new  forage  cap  annually,  and 
an  entirely  new  suit  of  civilians'  clothes 
on  discharge.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Sclater-Booth  J  said  that 
complaints  had  been  sent  in  by  Com* 
manding  Officers.  He  (Mr.  Guy  Daw- 
nay) had  made  some  inquiries  on  the 
subject,  and  he  had  found  that  the 
change  worked  reiy  satisfactorily  as  re- 
garded the  men ;  he  certainly  had  heard 
no  complaints  from  CommandingOfflcers. 
There  was  another  point  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  mentioned,  but  in  regard  to 
which  he  laboured  under  a  mistake. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  it  wa^t 
very  hard  that  the  men  should  have 
their  old  clothing  taken  from  tbem, 
and  be  compelled  to  do  fatigue  duties 
in  their  new  uniforms.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  men  were  allowed  to  keep  their 
old  uniforms  for  a  year,  and  use  them 
for  fatigue  duties.  He  could  not  say 
bow  long  that  rule  had  been  in  force ; 
but  he  bought  that  every  soldier  in  the 
Army  at  the  present  moment  thoroughly 
understood  it.  In  his  opinion,  the 
change  worked  exceedingly  well  for  the 
Army  and  for  the  country. 

LoHD  EUSTACE  CECIL  said,  he 
cordially  agreed  with  a  great  deal  of 
what  waa  said  by  the  Surveyor  General 
of  Ordnance  (Mr.  Guy  Dawnay).  The 
hon.  Gentleman  began  by  saying,  hov- 
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ever,  he  did  not  quite  understand  the 
right  hon.  Oentlemaa's  (Mr.  Sdater- 
Booth's)  fipeecli.  He  (Lord  Eustace 
Cecil)  coula  not  think  that  anyone  in 
the  Huuee  was  so  innocent  as  that.  Per- 
BonaU;,  he  was  convinced  that  his  right 
hon.  Friend  bad  every  wish  to  do  what 
was  right  b;  the  soldier,  as  veil  as 
what  was  right  by  the  country  and  the 
trader.  He  (Lord  Eustace  Cecil)  was 
in  favour  of  Free  Trade;  but  be  was 
also  in  favour  of  fair  trade.  Anything 
that  oould  be  fairly  done  on  the  part  of 
the  War  Cffi.ce  for  a  class  of  traders  like 
the  slop-dealers  ought  to  be  dooe ;  but 
he  was  by  no  meane  anxious  or  willing 
to  aacriSce  the  true  interests  of  the 
country  in  the  matter.  He.  in  common 
with  others,  was  responsible  for  tbe  in- 
troduction of  the  new  system ;  and  he 
believed  it  had  worked  exceedingly 
well.  He  entirely  agreed  with  what 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Surveyor  Gene- 
ral said  as  to  the  advantages  to 
the  soldier  ;  but  he  did  not  think  the 
bon.  Gentleman  quite  stated  what  the 
money  advantages  of  the  change  was, 
and  stress  had  been  laid  upon  that  point. 
Besides  getting  a  new  uuiform  and  cer- 
tain articles  of  under-clothing  every 
year,  the  soldier  received  a  suit  of 
civilian  clothes  of  the  value  of  30<.  on 
his  discharge — that  was  equal,  in  the 
case  of  an  Infantryman  and  Cavalryman, 
to  Gb.  a-year.  It  was  seen,  therefore, 
that,  as  far  as  the  private  soldier  was 
oonoerned,  there  was  a  good  deal  of 
misunderstanding  out-of-doors.  His 
belief  was  that  the  private  soldier 
really  did  benefit  instead  of  lose  bv 
the  change.  But  be  was  not  in  a  posi- 
tion to  say  definitely  how  the  matter 
Btood  with  the  trader.  His  impression 
was,  however,  that  the  smaller  traders 
undoubtedly  benefited  by  the  old  sys- 
tem. They  went  into  barracks,  and 
made  tbeir  own  bargains  with  the  sol- 
diers— whether  good  or  bad  he  was  not 
there  to  say— and  they  were  often  able 
to  sell  the  clothes  at  a  very  great  advan- 
tage. He  knew  that  now  there  was  a 
monopoly  on  the  part  of  the  big  traders  in 
this  matter,  and  that  the  smaller  traders 
complained  veiy  bitterly.  If  there  would 
be  no  disadvantage  to  the  Service — and 
he  did  not  know  that  there  would  be — 
he  thought  it  would  be  worth  his  boa. 
Friend's  consideration  whether,  by  hold- 
ing more  frequent  sales  at  various 
centres,  an  equal  advantage  could  be 
Zerd£tutaei  Cml 
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given  to  the  small  trader  aa  to  the  large 
trader.  If  the  present  monopoly  could 
be  got  rid  of  in  some  such  way  as  be 
BUKgested.  he  felt  sure  his  right  hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  Sclater- Booth)  vould  be 
perfectly  satisfied. 

Sir  WALTER  B.  BAETTELOT 
said,  he  thought  his  right  bon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Sclater- Booth)  had  done  good  ser- 
vice in  calling  attention  to  tbis  subject, 
because  be  bad  been  the  means  of  it 
being  mode  clear  that  the  soldier  did 
materially  benefit  by  the  change.  With 
regard  to  the  second  point  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  referred  to,  be  (Sir 
Walter  B.  Barttelot)  agreed  with  his 
noble  Friend  (Lord  Eustace  Cecil)  that 
if  the  monopoly  could  be  done  away 
with,  and  the  trade  more  generally  dis- 
tributed, it  should  be.  But  he  rose 
more  particularly  to  ask  the  right  boo. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  Btats  for 
War  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  whether  he 
was  determined  to  preserve  red  as  the 
colour  of  the  clothing  of  the  Army  of 
tbis  country?  He  was  told  that  the 
cotton  khakee  which  had  been  issued  to 
their  soldiers  had  been  a  perfect  failure. 
He  was  told,  too,  that  cotton  khakee  had 
been  issued  instead  of  serge  khakee,  to 
tbe  great  detriment  of  the  health  of  the 
troops  usiog  it.  Cotton  khakee,  he  was 
informed,  was  very  bad  material  for 
troops  on  service,  especially  abroad. 
What  was  wanted  was  clothing  which 
would  absorb  the  perspiration,  which 
cotton  khakee  failed  to  do.  He  hoped 
that  red  serge  jackets  would  be  re-issued 
to  their  men,  because,  in  bis  opinion,  it 
would  be  infinitely  better  to  keep  to 
tbeir  old  colour  than  to  resort  to  any 
other  colour.  A  red  jacket  might  be- 
come stained,  but  it  still  retained  a  red 
mark  in  it ;  and  whenever  a  red  line 
was  seen  advancing  it  was  well  known 
that  it  was  a  line  of  English  soldiers. 
It  was  tbe  opinion  of  a  large  number  of 
officers,  who  knew  most  about  thsss 
things,  that  red  clothing  was  the  very 
best  that  they  could  possibly  have  for 
tbeir  Army.  Ho  mentioned  that  be- 
cause, in  these  times,  it  was  very  often 
found  that,  unless  questions  were  brought 
forward  very  prominently,  the  country 
was  involved  in  changes  at  which  it  was 
exoeediugly  annoyed. 

The  STJKTEYOR  GENERAL  or 
ORDNANCE  (Mr.  Ucy  Dawhay)  sud, 
there  had  been  no  disposition  at  oay 
time  on  the  port  of  the  GoTemniMt  to 
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that  it  was  more  visible  than  any  other 
colour,  and  fJiat  in  tfaesa  days  of  pro- 
ficiency to  n&e  shooting  it  waa  not  ad- 
yisable  to  make  their  men  more  con- 
apicuoua  targets  tUan  they  need  be.  Ho 
believed  there  was  a  great  fallacy  in 
that  argument.  When  a  line  waa  ad- 
vancing at  1,000  yards  it  was  always  in 
skirmishiag  order,  aad  he  thought  that 
however  much  men  wore  practised  in  ■ 
musketry  they  would  shoot  at  the  ad' 
Tancing  line  and. not  at  any  individual. 
Aa  the  line  got  nearer,  of  course  the 
drawn  closer  together ;  when 


deal  unfairly  with  the  small  traders. 
There  waa  no  actual  monopoly  at  that 
moment ;  but  it  had  been  found  there 
were  only  two  firms — one  Messrs.  Hal- 
lett,  and  the  other  Messrs.  Moses— who 
had  given  satiafactoty  tenders  for  the 
old  Nothing.  Last  year  the  clothing 
was  sold  to  Messrs.  Hallett;  this  year 
it  had  been  purchased  by  Messrs.  Moses. 
One  great  reason  why  it  was  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  countiy  that  all  the  old 
clothing  should  be  bought  by  one  firm 
waa  that  no  old  uniform  was  allowed  to 
be  re-sold  in  this  country.  The  buyer 
was  obliged  to  undertake  to  ship  the 
goods  away  ;  and  there  were  not  many 
firms  in  the  countiy  who  were  in  a 
position  to  buy  this  large  amount  of 
clothing,  and  who  had  such  relations 
with  other  countries  as  enabled  them  to 
dispose  of  it.  With  regard  to  the  ob- 
•ervations  which  had  fallen  &om  hia 
hen.  and  gallant  Friend  the  Member 
for  West  Sussex  (Sir  Walter  B.  Bartte- 
lot),  he  had  to  say  that  there  waa  no 
disposition  at  all  to  change  the  colour 
of  the  nnifonn  of  the  Army  from  the 
good  old  British  colour  of  red,  except 
in  hot  climates.  In  the  last  campaign 
it  was  decided  that,  for  varioua  reasons, 
kbakee  cotton  waa  the  best  material  for 
hot  dimatea.  Since  he  had  been  at  the 
War  Office  he  had  looked  into  the 
question  himself,  because  he  confessed 
he  had  a  strong  prejudice  in  favour  of 
ierge  instead  of  ootton.  He  found  that 
the  General  Conmianding  in  Egypt  and 
the  principal  medical  officers  united  in 
preferring  khakes  ootton  to  any  other 
form  of  material  for  hot  climates,  pro- 
vided that  it  was  worn  over  flannel.  He 
was  not,  however,  quite  satisfied,  and 
should  be  glad,  if  it  were  possible,  to 
make  some  further  trials   of  khakee 

SibFBEDEEICK  FrrZ-WYGRAM 
■aid,  he  was  glad  to  hear,  and  he  was 
■are  the  great  body  of  the  officers  of  the 
Army  would  be  pleased  to  find,  that  it 
waa  not  intended  to  give  up  the  old 
colour  of  red.  It  was  thoroughly  ad- 
mitted by  all  mUitary  men  that  the  great 
point  was  not  so  much  the  colour,  as  the 
aistiDCtion  of  colonr,  by  which  the  na- 
tionality of  an  Army  was  known.  He 
should  prefer  to  see  every  British  soldier 
wear  a  red  jacket.  In  war  it  waa  abso- 
Intelj  essential  that  the  nationality  of 
each  individual  soldier  should  be  known 
at  onoe.  The  argument  against  red  waa 


was  red  or  khakee  or  any  other.  For 
that  reason  he  thought  they  might  safely 
adhere  to  red.  How,  with  regard  to  the 
question  of  serge  or  cotton.  He  bod 
been  in  India  a  good  many  years,  and 
he  had  found  that  the  principal  advan- 
tage of  ootton  over  serge  was  that  it 
could  be  washed  as  often  as  was  desired. 
In  hot  climates  men  perspired  a  good 
deal,  and  serge  would  not  stand  the  con- 
stant washing  which  British  soldiers  re- 
quired of  it.  He  had  always  worn 
serge ;  but  for  the  reason  he  had  assigned 
be  thought  cotton  oloth  answered  better 
for  the  private  soldier. 

Tote  agreed  to. 

(3.)  £2,227.800. Supply,  Manufacture, 
and  Kepair  of  Warlike  Citores. 

Thb  8ECEETAET  of  STATE  foe 
WAS  (Mr.  W.  H.  SurpH) :  I  think  it 
is  desirable  that  I  should  on  this  Tote 
make  a  statement  which  my  Predecessor 
(the  Marqueea  of  Hartington)  promised, 
in  answer  to  a  Question  I  put  to  him  at 
an  early  period  of  the  Session,  to  make. 
It  is  a  statement  of  the  expenditure  out 
of  the  ordinary  Estimates,  and  out  of 
the  Tote  of  Credit  for  naval  armaments, 
land  servioe  armaments,  and  submarine 
mine  defences.  In  the  early  part  of  the 
present  year  an  inquiry  by  a  specially 
qualified  Committee  was  held  into  the  pre- 
sent service  method  of  gun  construction. 
Mr.  Leese,  of  Sir  Joseph  Whitworth's, 
Sir  Williaoi  Armstrong,  and  Captain 
Noble  were  added  for  this  purpose  to 
the  Ordnance  Committee.  I  have  al- 
ready laid  the  recommendations  of  this 
Committee  on  the  Table  of  the  House, 
and  it  will  therefore  be  sufficient  at  this 
time  to  say  that  the  decision  of  the  Com- 
mittee was  wholly  favourable  to  the  pre- 
sent method  of  construction,  their  re- 
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and  proTiaioD  is  made  in  the  Tote  of 
(Jredit  for  buildio^  and  macliiner;  to 
increase  the  power  oT  manuracture  to 
2.^0  per  annum.  The  total  expenditure 
on  naval  armameDts  may  be  claasified  a.9 
fnllows  : — ffuns.  proje!tiles,  So,,  normal 
Vote  £668,000,  Vote  of  Credit  £jfi0,00O  ; 
torpedoes— normal  Vote  £7e,000.  Vote 
of  Credit  £67,()'10;  miarrellaneoUB — nor- 
mal Vote  £104.000.  Vote  of  Credit 
£50,000  ;  total— normal  Vote  £850.000, 
Vote  of  Credit  £567,000.  or  a  total  njx 
both  Votea  of  £1,417,000.  The  ordi- 
nary Estimate  for  land  service  arma- 
ments (including  coaling  ftationa)  em- 
braces thefollowing  gunti  and  mountings  : 
— two  12  inch  breech-loaders,  nine  10 
inch  breech-loaders,  \6  9'2  inch  breech- 
loaders, aeven  6  inch  breech-loaders,  be- 
aidea  a  certain  number  of  regulation 
muzzle -loading  mountings,  the  guna 
being  already  available,  and  six  13 
inch  breecb -loading  mountings.  A  sum 
of  £:25,000  is  taken  for  four  batteries 
of  new  Field  Artillery  12-pounder 
breech-loaders.  The  Vote  of  Credit  in- 
cludes the  special  purchase  of  four  8 
inch  breech-loading  guns,  and  of  seven 
6  inch  breech-loading  guns  on  dis- 
appearing carriages  from  Ctr  William 
Armstrong  and  Company.  The  great 
majority  of  these  guns  are  for  coal- 
ing stations  abroad.  Works  hare 
already  been  commenced  or  their  con- 
struction ordered  at  the  principal  coal- 
ing stations— t.r.,  Aden,  Hong  Kong, 
Jamaica,  Simon's  Bay,  Singapore,  Trin- 
comalee — and  armaments  are  in  course 
of  manufacture.  It  is  proposed  to  com- 
plete the  fortifications  of  these  stations, 
and  of  the  other  principal  coaling  eta- 
tioDs,  before  dealing  with  the  coftting 
stations  of  minor  importance.  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  to  the  advantage  of 
the  public  to  give  the  pri^cise  details  ap- 
plicable to  each  station.  On  this  point 
it  will  be  eufiitient  for  me  to  say  that 
the  works  and  armaments  have  been 
recommended  for  approval  by  the  au- 
thorities who  professionally  advise  the 
Secretary  of  State  on  these  matters. 
Every  effort  will  be  made  to  complete 
the  whole  of  the  fortifications  in  the 
time  specified— >.#.,  March  31,  1B68.  la 
the  meantime,  soma  temporary  additions 
have  been  made  to  the  armaments  at 
certain  stations.  The  stations  at  which 
expenditure  has  been  authorized  are 
Aden,  Jamaica,  8t  Lucia,  Simon's  Bay, 
Trincomalee,  Hong  KoDg,  St.  Helena, 


commendations  being  directed  to  certain 
modifications  >n  the  designs  calculated 
to  give  the  guns  a  larger  margin  of 
strength  to  meet  the  effects  of  ihe  slow- 
burning  powders  now  being  iutroduced. 
The  conUruction  of  guns  suffered  a 
slight  delay  pending  tlie  result  of  this 
inquiry  ;  but  it  ie  gratifying  to  be  able 
to  state  that  a  mnre  serious  cause  of 
delay  which  threatened  difficulty  last 
year  has  been  entirely  removed.  Men- 
tion has  formerly  been  made  of  the  diffi- 
culty of  obtaining  from  the  trade  large 
steel  ingots  for  the  manufacture  of  heavy 
guns.  There  has  been  no  cessation  of 
effort  to  cope  with  this  difficulty,  which 
may  now  be  said  to  have  been  finally 
overcome.  Excluding  Elstrick,  there 
are  now  several  firms  able  to  supply  the 
Department.  The  steel  furgings  up  to 
the  end  of  1684-5  have  all  been  received, 
and  no  difficulty  whatever  is  anticipated 
in  obtaining  those  which  wilt  be  re- 
quired in  the  present  financial  year. 
All  guna  ordered  for  the  Navy,  up  to 
March  31.  1886,  will  be  ready  in  time 
for  the  ships.  The  ordinary  programme 
of  guns  tor  the  Navy  includes  the  com- 
pletion of  three  110-ton  breech-loading 
guns  and  the  manufacture  of  the  follow- 
jng— namely,  three  13-5  inch  of  66  tons, 
two  12  inch  of  48  tons,  five  9  2  inch  of 
ii  tons,  102  6  inch  of  four  ton><,  43 
6-inch  of  40  cwt..  40  4  inch  of  25  cwt. 
The  Vote  of  Credit  supplies  £50,000  for 
accelerating  naval  guns,  and  also  money 
for  the  manufacture  of  100  additional 
S-inch  guns  and  other  minor  gun  ser- 
vices. Forgings  have  also  been  ordered 
on  account  of  the  programme  of  1886  7, 
and  the  con  Ira  ot  is  out  for  four  66-tan 
guns  for  Her  Majesty's  ship  Howe.  The 
total  number  of  breech-loading  guns 
made  or  making  up  to  March  31,  11386, 
will  be— three  1625  inch  110  tone;  12 
13-5  inch  63  or  66  tons,  17  12  inch  43 
or  46  tona,  31  9'2  inch  IS  or  22  tons, 
41  8  inch  11  tons,  363  6  inch  89  or  100 
cwt.,  367  5  inch  36  or  40  cwt.,  141  4  inch 
22  or  23  cwt.— making  a  total  of  975 
breech -loading  guns.  With  regard  to 
machine  and  quick-firing  guns,  400  of 
different  sorts  are  being  prepared  on  the 
normal  Estimate,  and  460  more  are  or- 
dered under  the  Vote  of  Credit.  The 
amount  to  be  spent  on  the  combined 
Votes,  and  including  machine-gun  am- 
munition, willbe£350,000.  Onebundred 
and  fifty  Whitehead  torpedoes  will  be 
made  this  year  on  the  oidmaiy  Estimate, 
Jfr.  W.  S.  Smith 
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Biem  Leone,  Singapore,  aod  Mauri- 
das.  The  main  difficulty  in  providing 
an  efficient  BVEtem  of  coast  defence  by 
tnbmariao  raiuea  is  in  the  organizatioti 
of  the  ptrionntl  to  work  tbem.  Stores, 
bnildinzs,  and  boats  are  easily  procured 
if  funds  are  available ;  but  a  properly 
trained  corps  requires  time  to  organize. 
It  is  quite  out  of  ttie  question  to  expect 
tliat  the  Soyal  EnKiueerH  can  provide 
sufficient  men  for  tbe  mine  defence  of 
onrnnffleroua  ports  at  home  and  abroad. 
The  cost  of  such  an  organization  would 
bs  prohibitory,  and  its  establishment 
voald  prevent  the  development  of  local 
retourcea  trhiuh  offer  to  tlio  regular  Ser- 
Tices  assistance  of  a  most  valuable  and 
NODOfflical  character.  It  has  accord- 
ingly been  decided  to  form  one  division 
of  a  ooast  corps  of  Boysl  Engineers  for 
iattnutional  purposes  in  relation  to  the 
taboiarine  mine  defence  of  our  commer- 
cial ports,  and  to  fortn  in  connection  with 
thii  cor|(s  Yolunteer  Submarine  Mining 
Companies.  Thia  systam  has  already 
beea  iucce«afully  tested  by  the  help  of 
Colonel  Palmer,  M.P..  of  tbe  Ist  New- 
castle and  Durham  Engineer  Volunteers; 
tnd  it  has  consequently  been  decided  to 
form  four  Volunteer  Companies  (as  an 
iocreasa  to  the  establishment  of  the  re- 

Ements)  for  the  defence  of  the  Tyne, 
Br*ey,Clyde,  and  Severn— for  the  Tyne, 
the  IstNewcaslle  and  Durham  Engineer 
ToluDteers;  for  the  Mersey,  the  latLan- 
evMie  Engineer  Volunteers ;  for  tbe 
Clyde,  the  let  Lanarkshire  Engineer 
Vuluotcerd ;  and  lor  tbe  Severn,  the  Ut 
Olouceaterabire  Engineer  Volunteers. 
Detachments  of  tijese  companies  have 
been  sent  to  Chatham  for  insiruotion  for 
a  period  of  30  days.  The  officers  and 
DOD-commisnuned  officers  will  be  sent 
for  inslruclioQ  for  a  period  of  from  60 
la  120  daja,  receiving  the  usual  allow- 
•«»».  A  special  efficiency  eapitstiim 
grant  of  £5,  in  lieu  of  the  ordinary 
iHovance.  will  be  iasued  to  the  com- 
puy  on  account  of  such  members  as 
•Ul  be  recommended  for  the  same.  For 
•ach  company  of  Volunteers  a  special 
uiitnictor  will  be  furnished  by  the  coast 
corps  of  Engineers.  It  will  be  eeen 
tliat  this  systum  is  capable  of  expansion. 
^Dc  Bulimariae  mine  defence  the  fullow- 
i°g  orgatilzation  has  been  approved  : — 
for  our  military  ports  at  "home  and 
abroad  there  will  he  10  companies  of 
Bojal  Eogineera,  and  four  companies 
(a  Babinuinfl  Mining  Militia.    In  com- 
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mercial  ports  there  will  be  the  nucleus 
of  expansive  organization — »'.*.,  one  di- 
vision of  the  coaht  corps  of  the  Boyal 
Engineers,  and  four  companies  of  the 
Volunteer  Engineers.  In  tbe  coaling 
stalions  we  have  provided  one  battalion 
of  four  companies,  to  be  composed  of 
Malays  and  other  Oriental  races,  for 
Hnng  Kong,  Singapore,  Trincomalee, 
Mauritius,  and  43  olhcers  and  men  of 
the  Eojal  Engineers.  Considerable 
progress  has  been  made  in  providing 
stores  and  depot  buildings  for  the  mili- 
tary ports  abniad,  and  at  home  efforts 
are  being  made  to  bring  them  into  a 
condition  of  preparedness  for  any  emer- 
gency that  may  occur.  The  principal 
coaling  stations  capable  of  receiving 
this  system  of  submarine  defence  are 
nearly  cum|iletd  ai  to  stores  and  depot 
buildings,  while  t^io ptrtonnelium  course 
of  organization.  So  far,  I  have  given 
the  results  of  the  expenditure  on  tbe 
ordinary  Estimates  ;  hut  a  further  sum 
has  been  taken  on  the  Vote  of  Credit 
for  the  provision  of  buildings  and  atorea 
for  submarine  defence.  This  has  been 
mainly  expended  on  the  provision  of 
buildiogH,  stores,  and  boats  for  the  prin- 
cipal commercial  harbours,  including  a 
small  additional  amount  for  coaling  sta- 
tions, and  a  sum  of  £20,000  to  supple- 
ment the  delences  of  the  military  porta. 
Taking  the  two  Votes  together— 1.0,.  the 
normal  Vote  and  the  Vote  of  Credit — 
the  expenditure  on  submarine  mine  de- 
fence will  he  as  follows: — Buildings, 
£73,000;  labour  at  certain  home  porta, 
£7,000;  stores.  £llfi.O0O;  vessels, 
£52,000;  total.  £24M,0ip0. 

Mb.  AETHUR  O'CONNOR:  How 
much  of  that  mouey  will  be  spent  in 
Ireland  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fob 
WAR  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  :  I  am  not 
able  at  this  moment  to  give  the  pre- 
cise amount;  but  I  will  endeavour  to 
give  the  hon.  Gentleman  tbe  informa* 
tion  Buhsequently.  I  propose  to  follow 
up  the  inquiriea  and  proposals  of  the 
several  Committees  which  have  sat  on 
the  defences  of  the  mercantile  ports  and 
the  arrangements  which  I  have  already 
detailed  for  the  utilizaiion  of  the  Royal 
Engineers  and  Engineer  Volunteers  in 
(he  several  rivers  and  ports  of  tbe  United 
"ingJoui  by  nominating,  in  conjunciion 

ith  my  noble  Friend  the  First  Lord  of 
tbe  Admiralty  (Lord  Qeorge  Hamilton), 
an  officer  or  officera  to  prepare  a  work- 
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ingr  Bcbems  for  escli  place,  bv  which  all 
the  aereral  elements  shall  be  bronght 
into  harmonious  co-operatioa,  and  the 
deiences  be  made  capable  of  immediate 
application  on  an;  sudden  emergency. 
At  the  present  moment,  no  one  man  is 
responsible  for  their  completeness ;  and 
in  aTailiog  ourselves  of  the  lojal  de- 
TotednesB  and  enei^  of  Naval  and  of 
Engineer  Tolunteers,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  provide  for  them  akillsd  and  respon- 
flible  direction  and  assistance  from  the 
Begular  Forces.  I  think  it  right,  also, 
that  the  Qovernment  should  take  Parlia- 
ment and  the  country  into  their  confi- 
dence as  to  the  amount  of  exertion  and 
the  expenditure  which  will  be  required 
in  the  course  of  the  next  three  or  four 
years  in  order  to  provide  the  tnatiriel  for 
the  protection  of  our  coaling  stations, 
the  improved  defences  of  the  military 
ports,  and  the  protection  of  our  rivers 
and  harbours  at  home,  which  have  been 
found  to  be  necessary.  In  December 
last  the  Earl  of  Northbrook  stated  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  Government 
to  ask,  in  the  three  years  beginning  with 
188S-6,  for  an  increased  provision  for 
the  Navy,  amounting  to  £1,600,000,  and 
£82S,000  for  armaments  and  workis  for 
the  protection  of  coaling  stations.  Allu- 
sion also  was  then  made  to  a  further 
provision  which  would  be  required  for 
the  protection  of  military  ports  and  mer- 
cantile harbours;  andBubsequeutly,  onin- 
troducing  his  Budget,  the  late  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.Ohildera)  referred 
to  a  probable  large  expenditure  in 
future  years  for  these  purposes.  I  think 
it  would  be  right  the  Committee  should 
know  what  has  already  been  provided 
out  of  the  Votes  of  Parliament,  in- 
cluding the  Vote  of  Credit,  and  the 
amount  which  will  have  to  be  included 
in  the  Estimates  of  the  next  fonr  yeara, 
if  the  proposals  which  have  been  ac- 
cepted and  approved  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment are  carried  out.  I  have  already 
said  that  the  Navy  and  coaling  stations 
required  a  sum  of  £2,425,000  in  three 
years.  The  Estimate  for  armament  and 
works  forthe  military  portaia£'J, 230, 000, 
and forthe mercantile  ports  £1,770.000  ; 
making  a  total  of  £6,42S,0U0.  Of  this 
£6,425.000,  £900,000  has  been  met  out 
of  the  Estimates  of  this  year  and  the 
Vote  of  Credit,  leaving  an  abnormal 
expenditure  of  £5.525,000  to  be  pro- 
vided on  Army  Eatimatea  within  the 
next  four  or  five  years,  and  in  addition  a 
Jfr.  W.  S.  Smith 
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sum  of  something  more  than  £250,000 
would  be  required  to  complete  the  reaerve 
of  stores  commenced  in  the  EstimatoB 
for  the  present  year.  This  is  altogether 
irrespective  of  any  expenditure  for  a 
new  email  arm  which  haa  been  under 
consideration  for  some  years,  but  as  to 
which  no  decision  has  yet  been  taken. 
I  have  thought  it  right,  Sir  Arthur 
Otvay,  to  put  the  Committee  and  the 
countey  in  poaaeeaion  of  these  facts  in. 
order  that  they  may  fully  and  properly 
underatand  the  Vote  which  is  now  under 
consideration,  a  Vote  which  I  trust  will 
be  accepted  as  the  £rat  and  necessary 
step  towards  the  provision  which  ia 
required  for  the  safety  of  the  country. 

Mb.  O'KELLY  said,  the  statement 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
juat  made  was,  from  an  Irish  point  of 
view,  exceedingly  unsatisfactory.  The 
right  bon.  Gentleman,  acting  on  behalf 
of  the  Government,  showed  a  great 
desire  to  protect  the  foreign  coaling 
stations ;  but  be  made  no  provision  to 
protect  the  Irish  towna  which  were  also 
exposed  to  attack.  In  ease  of  war — the 
only  case  in  which  the  protection  of  the 
coaling  stations  would  become  a  press- 
ing seceasity — nearly  all  the  Irish  towns 
would  be  practically  undefended ;  and, 
BO  far  as  he  gathered,  no  steps  were  to 
be  taken  to  put  them  in  a  state  of  de- 
fence. The  propoaition  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  made  with  regard 
to  the  establishment  of  a  Volunteer 
Engineer  Corps  for  the  defence  of  towns 
would  be  peculiarly  applicable  to  a 
great  many  of  the  Irish  towns.  Take, 
for  instance,  Waterford,  Cork,  Dublin, 
Derry  and  Belfast.  Those  were  towna 
which,  from  their  situation,  could  be 
defended  with  some  chance  of  success 
by  Volunteer  Corps,  eapeoially  if  they 
used  torpedoes.  It  was  very  desirable, 
from  an  Irish  point  of  view,  thatths  Go- 
vernmont  should  take  into  aerious  cou' 
sideration  the  deairability  of  placing 
Ireland  in  an  equal  position  as  regarded 
defence  as  England  and  the  outlying 
Colonies.  The  Irish  towns  were  just  aa 
important  to  the  Irish  people  as  the 
English  towns  were  to  the  Engliah 
people.  The  Irish  people  had  to  con- 
tribute to  the  defences  of  tbe  Empire, 
and  therefore  they  had  a  right  to  claim 
that  they  should  be  put  upon  a  footing 
which  would  enable  them  in  case  of  war 
to  protect  themselves.  At  present,  Derry, 
Belfast,  Galway,  Limerit^,  and  Dnblui 
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irere  completely  open  to  attack.  ThoTB 
were  no  fortiGcatioos  at  anj  of  those 
towns  that  could,  reeiat  a  aingle  modera 
■hip  of  war  for  an  hour.  Again,  in  Ire- 
land there  were  no  Volunteers.  The  pro- 
position thit  was  now  making  was  that 
corps  should  be  established  in  England 
to, act  with  the  ^Regular  Army  in  the 
defense  of  the  ports.  He  oould  not 
mdentand  why  the  men  of  Ireland 
should  be  prerented  from  joining  in 
such  a  Volunteer  movement.  It  would 
not  be  a  very  extensive  movement,  being 
one  confined  simply  to  the  defence  of 
ports.  That  his  countrymen  should  be 
allowed  to  form  those  corps  was  all  he 
asked  for  the  moment.  Whether  the 
English  would  allow  the  Irish  to  arm, 
as  they  were  arming  themselves,  was  a 
wider  question.  He  certainly  could  not 
tee  why  the  Govercment  shonld  refuse 
them  the  power  of  organizing  Engineer 
Volaoteen  for  the  defence  of  their  ports. 
The  eatahlishment  of  such  corps  could 
not  possibly  endanger  the  connection 
between  the  two  countries.  He  hoped 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  "War  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Bmith),  OF  some  other  Member  of  the 
Government,  would  give  an  undeitaking 
that  the  interoEte  of  Ireland  would  not 
be  neglected  in  this  matter,  at  least,  of 
the  defence  of  the  ports. 

Six  WALTER  B.  BAETTELOT 
quite  agreed  with  the  hon.  Gentleman 
^fr.  O'Kelly)  that  as  much  attention 
■lloald  be  paid  to  the  defence  of  the 
Irish  towns  as  to  the  English  towns ; 
indeed,  he  Srinly  believed  his  right  hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  had  got  the 
Irish  towns  in  view  just  as  much  as  any 
other  towns.  Of  course,  as  the  hon. 
Gentleman  (Ur.  O'Eelly]  had  said,  the 
arming  of  Volunteers  in  Ireland  was  a 
wider  and  different  question,  and  could 
never  ba  done  io  a  hurry,  but  required 
most  careful  and  anxious  consideration. 
Kte  formation  of  corps  for  engineer  and 
torpedo  service  was  another  question  al- 
together, to  which  he  was  snre  the  right 
hm.  Gentleman  would  give  his  serious 
eonrnderation.  He  congratulated  his 
nriit  hon.  Friend  upon  the  statement 
which  he  bad  just  made,  because  it  was 
not  only  a  very  statesman  like  statement, 
but  it  ohowed  that  he  had  carefully  con- 
sidered the  great  need  of  the  country  in 
r^ard  to  defences.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  not  only  prepared  to 
B  the  defences  of  the  home  coun- 


try, and  there  was  no  doubt  they  were 

greatly  in  need  of  improvement ;  bat  he 
was  deteFmined  that  their  coaling  sta- 
tions abroad,  which  were  now  more  ex- 
posed than  others,  should  be  armed  and 
fortified  in  a  manner  which  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  their  safety.  The 
right  hon.  Gentlemaa  bad  stated  that  a 
sum  of  £6,425,000  would  ba  necessary 
to  carry  out  the  works  proposed,  and 
that  it  was  intended  to  spread  the  raising 
of  that  amount  over  several  years.  Ho 
(Sir  Walter  B.  Barttelot)  was  persuaded 
that  the  nation  was  now  fully  alive  to 
the  necessity  of  improved  defences,  and 
for  the  expenditure  which  was  now  pro- 
posed. It  was  not  for  him  to  say  how 
it  was  to  he  carried  out ;  but  he  was 
satisfied  that  now  the  attention  of  the 
country  had  been  called  to  these  matters 
it  would  never  forgive  any  Government 
that  neglected  to  carry  out  its  wishes, 
and  he  was  sure  that  any  Qovernment, 
in  following  the  national  will,  would  be 
Btudjing  the  best  interests  of  the  coun- 
try. With  reference  to  heavy  ordnance, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  stated 
that  a  very  large  number  of  breech- 
loading  guns  were  required  for  the  Navy; 
and  he  wished  to  ask  whether,  consider- 
ing  the  great  outlay  that  was  to  be 
made,  and  the  great  number  of  guns 
which  were  to  be  made  both  for  the 
Army  and  the  Navy,  the  time  had 
not  come  when  those  two  Depart- 
ments should  be  separated,  and  when 
the  Navy  should  manufacture  its  own 
guns  ?  It  would  appear  that  the  result 
of  the  present  ajetem  must  necesaarily 
be  that  one  Department  would  keep  all 
the  best  of  the  guns  for  itaelf.  He  would 
say  nothing  as  to  that,  however ;  but  it 
would  be  well  for  the  Government  to 
consider  whether  the  time  had  not  now 
come  when  some  change  should  be  made. 
At  the  end  of  bis  right  hon.  Friend's 
speech  he  stated  that  there  were  a  cer- 
tain number  of  Field  Artillery  bat- 
teries which  had  got  new  12-pounder 
breech- loading  guns — he  stated  that 
there  would  be  seven  batteries  of  those 
guns  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 
Now,  he  should  like  to  know  from  hia 
hon.  Friend  the  Surveyor  General  of  the 
Ordnance  (Mr,  Guy  Dawnay),  when  he 
got  up,  what  he  thought  of  that  gun.  Ha 
liad  heard  that  this  was  the  best  gun  in 
the  world,  and  he  would  like  to  hear 
on  whose  authority  that  was  stated.  He 
could  only  say  that  in  this  oountry  their 
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artillery  ought  to  be  supplied  with 
the  very  best  gua  procurnble ;  and  if 
this  one  vaa  the  best,  he  hoped  that  all 
their  Horse  Artillery  nould  be  supplied 
with  it  at  ODce.  There  was  another 
point  which  had  been  mentioned  in 
regard  to  the  military  rifle,  and  upon 
which  he  should  like  to  say  a  word. 
The  right  bon.  Gentleman  said  that 
there  was  notlung  needed  in  regard  to  a 
new  rifle.  He  understood  that  there 
was  a  new  rifle— or  rather  an  improve- 
ment  on  the  Martini-Henry — and  he 
should  like  to  know  whether  this  new 
Martini-Henry,  with  its  improrementi 
was  to  be  the  new  rifle;  and,  if  s( 
whether  anything  had  been  done  t 
test  the  value  of  the  new  improvements 
If  it  was  the  intention  ta  issue  th 
old  Martini  with  improve ments,  b 
should  be  glad  to  hear  whether  the 
spiral  spring  in  the  locks  would  con- 
tinue to  be  used.  He  was  always  op- 
pBosed  to  the  spiral  spring.  No  other 
rifle  bad  it,  and  it  was  not  used  in  any 
of  the  old  rifles.  He  waa  desirous  of 
knowing  whether  anything  had  been 
done  or  not  in  this  matter.  If  the  hon. 
Gentleman  said  that  nothing  was  settled, 
and  that  they-  were  to  have  no  new 
rifle  at  present,  he  would  remain  satis- 
fied, and  would  have  no  further  ques- 
tions to  ask.  There  was  just  one  other 
matter  which  he  wished  to  call  attention 
to.  On  the  Public  Accounts  Committee 
they  had  had  a  question  raised  several 
times  in  regard  to  the  valuation  uf  stores, 
and  especially  of  the  stores  at  Woolwich 
and  elsewhere.  In  the  Beport  rendered 
to  the  Accounts  Committee  he  found  that 
they  had  changes  of  this  kind — "Ac- 
coutrements, Pioneers'  Appliances,  aod 
Tools,  £254,708;"  "Small  Arms  and 
Armourer  a' Tools,  £1,770,105;"  ''  Camp 
and  Field  Equipmeot  and  Intrenching; 
and  Earth -bonog  Tools,  £e84,iy9." 
Now,  he  should  like  to  know  what  use 
such  statements  as  those  were  F  They 
told  them  nothing.  They  told  them 
absolutely  nothing  as  to  the  number 
and  description  of  rifles  or  other  things 
that  they  had  in  store.  Then  there  waa 
another  item— "  Ordnance  and  Ordnance 
Toole,  £7,994,602."  Now,  he  would 
like  particularly  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Surveyor  General  of  Ordnance  to 
that  item.  What  on  earth  could  any- 
one find  out  from  it?  Nobody  knew 
what  guns  they  had  in  etore,  what  con- 
dition they  were  in,  or  whether  they 
Sir  WaUtr  B.  BartUht 
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wereof  light  calibre  or  not.  What  ha 
wanted  to  know  waa,  whether  anything 
had  been  done  in  reference  to  the  sug- 
gestiouB  which  had  been  made  by  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee?  And  ha 
wished  particularly  to  call  attention  to 
four  paragraphs  they  had  inserted  in 
their  Beport  on  the  ISth  of  July,  1885, 
as  follows :  — 

"P«isgT*ph  S6.  Yoar  CommittM  obserre 
that  an  estimate  of  the  TSlnaof  «tore«  in  reMTV* 
depSt<  has  t>eeD  g;iFen  ou  p>g«  I7G  of  the  Army 
Appropriation  Account  Bubmitted  to  them.  This 
stBtement  i«  not  in  itself  Bufficient.  and,  a1- 
thoug'b  furmin^  the  {onndation  of  a  store  audit, 
has  not  bnn  checked  or  examined  by  the  Comp- 
troller and  Auditor  Oenenil. 

"  Fiiragraph  ST.  Many  points  arise  vitli 
respect  t^  the  store  audit ;  for  iustanoe.  the 
market  value,  the  quantity,  the  quality,  and  the 
adaptability  for  present  requirements  of  tlie 
Btores  under  examination ;  and  this  point  ihould 
not  be  lost  sight  of,  even  althoush  in  each 
particolar  a  full  inveatigation  and  Beport  may 
be  difficult. 

"  Paragraph  SB.  Yonr  Comnittee  would 
SDggMt  Uiat  the  qnantitios  of  the  piutieuUr 
articlst  id  store  Bhould  be  speeiGed,  especially 
as  regards  ordnance,  ri£ea,  and  other  important 

"  Paragraph  89.  Tonr  Committee  are  glad 
to  obwore  that  so  fat  steps  have  been  taken 
to  meet  the  views  expressed  in  paragraphs  123 
to  133  of  the  Report  of  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee,  18S4.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  some 
more  rapid  progress  may  be  made  with  regtud 
to  this  important  question." 

Now,  he  hoped  the  attention  of  bis 
right  hon.  Friend  would  be  given  to 
this  point.  It  was  suggested  that 
there  might  be  some  good  reason  for 
the  amounts  of  the  stores  not  being 
put  down- some  political  reason  why 
they  should  not  let  Foreign  Qovemmeats 
know.  But  he  would  venture  to  say 
that  what  foreigners  wanted  to  know 
was  not  how  much  powder  we  had,  or 
how  many  rifles  we  had,  but  how  many 
men  we  could  put  in  the  field.  There 
was  no  reason  why  the  House  should 
not  know  how  many  rifles  and  how 
much  powder  they  had  in  store,  so  that 
hon.  Members  might  come  down  there 
and  see  that  each  successive  Govern- 
ment did  its  duty  in  keeping  up  those 
stores.  It  was  because  he  was  eo  anxious 
that  those  stores  should  be  kept  up,  and 
because  be  believed  that  a  Beturn  of 
the  amounts  would  do  no  harm,  that  he 
had  urged  the  matter  so  earnestly  that 
nig  lit. 

lESERAL  Sm  GEOBQE  BALFOUE 
said,  the  statement  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  was  a  moat  ioteresting 
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one,  and  he  con^ratalated  the  right  lion. 
Gtentleman  upon  it.  Theie  waa  one  par- 
ticular point  which  had  for  many  years 
attracted  his  attention,  and  that  was 
xrith  regard  to  the  armament  for  the 
Navy.  Now,  a  great  part  of  the  right 
hon.  Oentleman'a  speech  wan  connected 
with  the  gnus  for  the  Navy,  and  it 
seemed  to  him  to  be  an  extraordinary 
thing  that  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
shoidd  hare  to  make  such  a  statement 
in  regard  to  an  article  of  such  great 
importance  to  another  Department.  He 
decidedly  objected  to  one  Department 
being  responsible  for  another  on  matters 
of  this  sort,  and  thought  it  would  be  for 
the  advantage  of  both  Services  that  the 
orders  for  the  manufacture  of  the  guns 
for  the  Army  and  Navy  should  be  dis- 
tinct and  be  issued  by  the  respective 
Heads.  Another  matterwhichhewished 
to  call  attention  to  was  this — that  al- 
though the  right  hon.  Oentleman  bad 
made  a  general  statement  of  the  finan- 
cial requirements,  he  had  not  stated 
what  was  the  actual  amount  which  was 
neceasary  for  eupplyiug  the  armament, 
ammauition,  and  stores  of  the  Navy,  as 
apart  from  the  Army ;  and  at  present 
no  ooe  could  possibly  understand  what 
the  expenses  of  the  different  Depart- 
ments of  the  Army  were,  when  all  the 
Estimates  for  guns,  projectiles,  and 
gunpowder  were  lumped  together.  He 
Uiought  it  was  a  great  political  mistake 
to  allow  the  Admiralty  to  shirk  the  re- 

rnsibility  of  being  obliged  to  admit 
t  they  had  not  sntficient  guns  for  the 
Naval  Service.  He  believed  that  the 
present  Secretary  of  State  for  War  was 
partly  oonverted  to  his  way  of  think- 
ing, if  he  could  judge  from  observations 
which  had  fallen  Irom  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  while  he  was  in  Opposition. 
If  hia  suggestion  were  adopted,  each 
Department — Army  and  Admiralty — 
would  take  the  money  it  wanted  for 
material  of  all  kind;  and  the  House 
would  then  have  direct  control  over  each 
Department  interested,  and  thereby  en- 
force the  responsibihty  on  die  respon- 
sible Heads  for  thorough  efficiency ;  but 
the  present  t^stem  of  producing  the 
Sstimates,  whereby  the  Army  bore  the 
cost  of  the  Naval  armament,  was  of 
no  use  whatever.  The  War  Office 
vonld,  by  the  change,  be  relieved  of  a 
great  deiu  of  trouble  and  anxiety,  and 
would  be  enabled  to  do  their  own  work 
much  more  efficiently  than  they  did  at 
TOL.  CCC.      [thikd  bcries  ] 
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present.  He  made  this  appeal  very 
earnestly,  because  he  believed  the  pre- 
sent Secretaty  of  State  for  War  was 
nearly  conrinced  of  the  soundness  of  the 
proposed  change,  and  that  if  he  went  into 
the  question  thoroughly  he  would  come 
to  the  conclusion  which  he  (Sir  George 
Balfour)  had  been  advocating  for  all  the 
years  he  had  been  in  Parliament. 

Captaiit  AYLMER  only  wanted  to  put 
one  or  two  questions  which,  no  doubt, 
his  hon.  Fnend  the  Surveyor  Gene- 
ral of  Ordnance  (Mr.  Guy  Dawnay) 
would  be  able  to  answer.  He  had  heard 
with  considerable  pleasure  of  the  inten- 
tion to  form  a  Volunteer  Engineer  Force 
for  the  defence  of  their  harbours,  and  ha 
thought  that  they  might  be  well  applied 
also  in  Ireland.  He  noticed  with  regret 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  had  not  mentioned 
Cyprus  among  the  coaling  stations  for 
which  provision  was  to  be  made.  Now, 
he  held  that  Cyprus  was  one  of  their 
most  important  ports,  and  a  great  centre 
of  operations;  and  he  earnestly  hoped 
that  the  Government  would  take  the 
aarliestpossibleopportnnityof  providing 
for  the  protection  of  that  most  valuable 
coaling  station.  He  hoped  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Surveyor  General  of 
Ordnance  would  bring  before  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  hia  opinion,  for 
whatever  it  was  worth,  that  protection 
should  be  given  to  the  coaling  station 
at  Cyprus.  His  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
the  Member  for  West  Sussex  (Sir 
Walter  B.  Barttelot)  had  strongly  re- 
commended that  the  ordnance  for  the 
Army  and  the  Navy  should  be  manufao- 
tnred  in  separate  Departments.  Well, 
he  was  entirely  opposed  to  that.  He 
had,  perhaps,  as  much  experience  is 
these  matters  as  anyone  in  that  House, 
and  he  was  entirely  of  opinion  that 
the  efficiency  of  their  armaments  was 
due  to  the  fact  that  they  were  all  manu- 
factured  under  one  Head  at  Woolwich ; 
and  he  earnestly  trusted  that  no  new  ar- 
rangement would  be  made.  Faults  had 
been  found  with  the  Martini -Henry, 
and  much  had  been  said  respecting  a 
new  rifle  which  the  late  Government 
had  in  contemplation.  He  hoped,  how- 
ever,  that  that  view  had  been  dropped 
by  the  present  Government,  because  he 
believed  that  the  faults  found  with  the 
!Uartini-Henry  were  of  a  very  trivial 
character ;  and  although,  of  course,  every 
patentee  thought  his  own  weapon  the 
F  rri     I     C~.OO^Ic 
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best,  the  improrements  is  the  sew  rifle 
were  not  of  sufficient  value  to  justifya 
change  throughout  the  Service.  It  was 
true  that  objectioas  had  been  laised  to 
the  Martini-Hent7  ammunition  and  to 
the  sticking  of  the  cartridges  ;  but  that 
also,  be  held,  could  be  easily  remedied 
by  a  better  manufacture  of  cartridges. 
In  all  other  respects  the  Martini-Henry 
was  a  goi>d,  sonnd,  serviceable  weapon. 
With  regard  to  the  spiral  spring  in  the 
lock,  he  might  say  that,  before  tbe  Com- 
mittee who  had  recommended  tbe  Mar- 
tini-Henry 14  years  ago,  that  spring  had 
been  put  to  more  tests  than  almost  any 
other  piece  of  machinery  existing  before 
they  finally  adopted  it.  The  question 
had  arisen  as  to  whether  a  magazine 
rifle  would  not  be  more  suitable  for  the 
mounted  portions  of  their  Service  espe- 
oially,  instead  of  the  ordinary  breech- 
loading  rifles.  For  his  part,  he  thought 
the  experiment  was  worth  a  trial.  They 
had  not  so  many  men  as  other  countries, 
and  they  ought  to  provide  them  with  tbe 
Terr  best  possible  weapons  in  order  to 
enable  them  to  do  as  much  execution  as 
they  could.  Another  question  waa  the 
use  of  the  revolver,  practice  with  which 
he  was  exceedingly  glad  to  see  was  just 
being  promotod  at  Wimbledon.  It  was 
a  oseful  weapon,  and  he  hoped  that, 
having  shown  its  wonderful  capabilities 
at  Wimbledon,  it  would  be  served  out 


Staff  sergeants,  as  an  experiment,  or  some 
other  steps  might  be  taken  to  make  its 
use  more  general. 

The  surveyor  GENERAL  of 
ORDNANCE  (Mr.  Gut  Dawnat)  said, 
this  was  a  very  important  Tote,  and 
many  important  questions  had  been 
raised — questiona  in  which  he  himself 
had  always  taken  a  very  great  interest. 
He  was  sorry  he  could  not  go  very  fully 
into  them  at  present ;  hut  he  deeired  the 
Committee  to  beheve  that  he  would  deal 
with  them  in  a  more  careful  and  delibe- 
rate manner  when  the  occasion  came  for 
action.  A  most  important  question  had 
been  raised  with  regard  to  the  forma- 
tion of  a  Volunteer  Engineer  Force  for 
the  defence  of  Ireland  ;  but  he  could 
only  say  on  that  point  that  the  matter 
should  receive  the  very  fullest  atten- 
tion and  consideration  of  the  Qovern- 
ment.  There  waa  another  question  to 
which  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  give  proper 
attention,  and  which  was  a  question 
Captain  Aylmtr 
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which  stmck  one  at  once  in  oonsidering 
this  particular  Vote  in  the  Estimates — 
that  was  making  thoArmy  Estimates  rfl* 
sponsible  for  Naval  armaments.  It  cer- 
tainly did  seem  to  be  an  aaomalj,  and 
an  anomaly  that  it  was  difficult  to  jus- 
tify;  and  he  could  not  help  admitttog 
that  it  would  bo  better  that  the  Ad- 
miralty should  be  responsible  for,  and 
should  supply  themselves  with,  their 
own  armaments.  [Captain  Ayuceb:  It 
is  only  a  question  of  accounts. J  The 
hon.  uid  geUlant  Gentleman  behind  him 
said  it  was  only  a  question  of  accounts ; 
but,  in  his  opinion,  it  bad  unfortunately 
been  treated  too  long  as  merely  a  matter 
of  accounts.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber for  West  Sussex  (Sir  Walter  B. 
Barttelot)  had  made  somo  reference  to 
the  new  12-pounder  breech-loading  gun, 
and  asked  that  he  should  state  what  had 
been  done  with  regard  to  it.  Well,  be 
believed  that  he  was  expressing  the  un- 
hesitating opinion  of  all  their  Artillery 
officers — and  he  thought  no  one  in  that 
House  would  contradict  him  when  he 
asserted  that  British  Artillery  officers 
were  the  best  in  tbe  world — when  he 
said  that  the  new  12-pounder,  of  which 
they  would  have  seven  batteries  ready 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  was  the  best  field 
gun  ever  manufactured.  Some  batte- 
ries, as  be  said,  would  be  ready  by  the 
end  of  the  financial  year,  and  if  tbe 
money  was  forthooming  they  could  pro- 
vide 11  batteries,  or  even  more,  of  what 
waa  undoubtedly  the  most  powerful 
field  artillery  in  the  world.  Aa  re- 
garded the  Martini-Henry  rifle,  it  had 
on  many  a  well-fought  field  proved  itself 
an  excellent  weapon,  and  one  which  was 
better  than  any  weapon  he  had  seen  in 
use  in  Foreign  Services.  At  the  same 
time,  he  did  not  think  it  was  incapable 
of  improvement,  and  the  War  Office 
were,  at  the  present  moment,  consider- 
ing an  improved  rifle.  The  hon.  and 
g^ant  Member  for  West  Sussex  had 
asked  for  details  as  to  the  improve- 
ment ;  but  he  could  not  go  into  all  the 
particulars.  He  might  say,  however, 
that  the  action  was  the  same  as  the 
Martini-Henry,  and  it  had  the  same 
spiral  spring  in  the  lock.  He  knew  the 
objection  to  a  spiral  spring;  but,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  it  had  proved  no  disad- 
vantage in  thecase  of  the  Martini-Henry. 
The  new  rifle  was  provided  with  a  sto^ 
ade  as  to  obviate  the  inconveuienoe 
of  the  heating  of  t^e  barrel.    The  bore 
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the  pnblio  entirely  behind  the  scenes 
in  thie  matter  was  advisable.  He 
thought  the  public  had  a  perfect  right, 
however,  to  ^now  that  the  equipment 
of  the  First  Army  Corpa  was  always 
ready,  and  ho  thought  he  might  go  fur- 
ther oven  in  this  direction.  He  consi- 
dered that  a  Ccmmittee  might  be  allowed 
to  settle  on  a  certain  reserve  of  stores, 
below  which  they  should  never  be  al- 
lowed to  drop,  and  that  the  exteteiico 
of  such  a  minimum  reserve  might  bs 
publicly  certified ;  but  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  say  that  the  nation  would  be  the 
gainer  in  the  end  by  the  general  publi- 
cation abroad  of  the  actual  amount  of 
all  these  reserve  stores.  The  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  was  in  favour  of  pub- 
licity, as  far  as  possible,  in  regard  to 
public  expenditure,  and  as  far  as  the  in- 
formation WHS  conducive  to  the  interests 
of  the  nation  it  would  be  given. 

Mb.  BBANH  said,  it  seemed  to  him, 
at  the  time  the  hon.  and  gallant  O^ntle- 
man  opposite  was  making  his  statement, 
as  if  It  had  been  suddenly  discovered 
that  certain  stores  were  insufficient.  He 
was  able  to  say,  however,  that  that  was 
not  so.  There  was  one  question  referred 
to  by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
West  Sussex  (Sir  Walter  B.  Barttelot) 
which  was  of  great  importance.  Ha 
had  strongly  advocated  that  the  value 
of  stores  should  be  published  every 
year,  and  that  the  House  should  be  in- 
formed of  the  number  of  rifles,  car- 
tridges, &c.,  in  reserve ;  but,  for  his 
part,  he  thought  there  would  be  very 
great  political  objection  to  that  course. 
It  amounted  to  this — that  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  would  relieve  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  a  groat  deal  of 
that  responsibility  which  properly  de- 
volved upon  him.  This  demand  on  the 
part  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
was  really  ono  to  take  the  Executive 
duty  of  keeping  up  the  reserve  stores 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  place  it  in  those  of  the  House 
of  CommouB.  With  respect  to  the  valua- 
tion of  stores,  which  bis  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Friend  proposed,  together  with  tho 
actual  price  of  every  set  of  articles, 
should  bo  kept  from  year  to  year,  he 
believed  it  would  be  utterly  impossible 
for  any  such  account  to  bo  kept.  It 
would  require  an  enormous  establish- 
ment, and  it  would  be  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  have  a  very  large  number  of 
officials  to  carry  out  such  a  process.  His 


WM  smaUer  than  in  the  old  rifle,  and 
the  bullet  much  lighter,  weighing  385 
grains  instead  of  460,  but  as  the  car- 
tridge contained  the  same  quantity  of 
powder  as  the  present  pattern  of  car- 
tridge, this  meant  an  enormous  increase 
of  velocity,  and  a  far  flatter  trajectory 
at  the  nearer  distance,  while  it  had  been 
foand  to  make  excellent  shooting  also  at 
the  long  ranges.  His  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  (Captain  Aylmer)  had  asked  him 
ithehad  given  bis  attention  to  the  maga- 
daerifle,  and  he  might  say  that  it  was  a 
qaestion  to  which  he  had  paid  a  great 
deal  of  attention ;  but  his  view  was 
sgainet  theadoption  of  tbemagarine  rifle, 
at  any  rate,  in  the  general  Service.  It 
might  be  useful  in  some  branches  of  the 
Service,  and,  do  doubt,  would  be  bo  to 
the  Navy;  but  until  they  had  some 
better  means  of  transporting  ammuni- 
tion in  the  field,  it  would  be  useless  to 
give  their  men  magazine  rifles.  If  they 
could  get  rid  of  the  smoke  made  by  the 
powder— if  they  could  get  a  smokeless 
powder— then,  he  thought,  they  mi^t 
H  able  to  adopt  the  magazine  rifle.  He 
thoaght  he  might  say,  however,  that 
there  was  no  sort  of  magazine  rifle  yet 
invented  which  was  really  efKcient. 
They  were  very  pretty  weapons  some 
<^  tiiem,  and  might  act  well  enough  for 
■porting  purposes;  but  there  was  no 
patt«m  yet  which  would  be  useful  as 
a  weapon  tor  general  service  in  the 
field,  with  regard  to  the  revolver, 
he  ooneidered  that  if  they  oould  teach 
their  Cavalry  to  use  it,  it  would  be  c 
of  the  very  best  oSeuslve  weapons 
the  world.  No  one  could  think  more 
highly  of  it  as  a  weapon  than  he  i 
but  Uiose  who  had  tried  it  admitted 
that  it  was  the  most  difficult  weapon  in 
the  world  to  use,  and  he  thought,  there- 
fore, that  everybody  would  agree  with 
him  that,  until  they  had  proved  r 
■Dcceasful  in  teaching  their  men  to 
the  rifle  properly,  it  would  be  uselees  to 
urn  them  with  revolvers.  He  regretted 
that  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the 
Memberfor  West  Sussex  (Sir  Walter  B. 
Barttelot)  was  not  now  in  his  place.  He 
hid  raised  a  very  important  question 
with  regard  to  the  amount  of  stores,  and 
had  itked  that  details  might  be  given 
as  to  the  amount  of  stores  which  the 
coonlry  possessed.  That  subject  had 
received  the  serious  attention  of  pre- 
ceding Governments ;  but  he  was  no! 
at  all  sure  that  the  policy  of  allowing 
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bon.  and  gsUant  Friend  also  said  that 
the  responsibility  for  naval  armaments 
should  be  cast  on  the  Admiralty,  and 
that  the  coat  of  such  armaments  should 
be  shown  on  the  Nav^l  Votes.  In  bis 
opinion,  such  a  change  would  be  of  very 
great  advantaf^e.  He  had  listened  to 
Uie  speech  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty (Lord  George  Hamilton),  and 
he  understood  him  to  say  that  there 
would  be  a  great  difficulty  in  this,  inas- 
much aa  Buoh  a  change  would  necoesi- 
tate  a  double  Arsenal.  He  (Mr.  Brand), 
however,  did  not  believe  that  it  would 
necessitate  anything  of  the  kind ;  his 
opinion  was  that  such  a  change  could 
be  made,  and  that  the  Admiralty  might 
treat  the  War  Office  just  as  .it  treated 
tlie  contractors  with  whom  it  dealt.  He 
could  not  help  thinking  that  the  advan- 
tage of  that  would  be  very  great.  Of 
course,  the  statement  that  had  been 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  the 
Secretary  of  Sta+«  for  War  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  was  extremely  satisractory  to 
him,  because  it  was  really  the  pro- 
gramme of  the  late  Qovemment,  both 
as  regarded  armaments,  submarine 
stores,  and  fortifications.  But  there 
was  one  point  which  he  thought  wanted 
some  elucidation.  He  thought  there 
had  been  a  great  deal  of  what  he  might 
call  rather  wild  talk  about  the  defences 
of  the  Empire.  At  a  recent  meeting 
in  London  he  noticed  that  the  Mayor 
of  Brighton  complained  that  Brighton 
was  entirely  defenceless,  at  whioh  there 
were  cries  of  "  Shame!  "  That  was  an 
instance  of  some  of  the  speeches  that 
vers  being  made  at  the  present  time. 
Bat  what  would  be  the  cost  of  defend- 
ing a  place  like  Brighton  ?  He  should 
say  it  would  not  be  less  than  £500,000. 
But  if  they  were  to  defend  Brighton, 
why  not  place  in  security  other  towns 
in  the  Kingdom,  and  where  were  they 
to  draw  the  line  F  Leaving  out  the 
coaling  stations  for  which  provision  had 
been  made  in  this  year's  Estimates,  he 
thought  it  right  to  settle  this  principle 
in  order  to  obviate  any  undue  expecta- 
tions. The  question  they  had  to  deal, 
with  was  this — what  were  the  ports  of 
this  country  the  defence  of  which  should 
be  considered  of  national  importance, 
and  what  was  the  cost  at  which  they 
would  be  willing  to  defend  those 
ports?  He  believed  that  everyone  would 
agree  that  the  groat  Naval  Docltyards 
at  Portsmouth,  Plymouth,  Sheemess, 
Mr.  £ran4 
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Chatham,  Devonport,  and  Woolwidi 
were  places  the  defence  of  which  was  of 
national  importance,  and  that  their 
power  of  self-defencemight  be  immensely 
strengthened.  The  same  might  be  aaid 
of  the  fortresses  of  Gibraltar,  Malta, 
and  Bermuda.  He  did  not  mean  to  say 
that  those  fortified  places  would  not  in 
their  present  condition  be  able  to  give 
a  good  account  of  themselves  if  attaclced ; 
but  it  seemed  to  him  that  those  fortified 
places  were  not  fully  up  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  time,  and  thequestioa  was 
now,  seeing  that  such  an  advance  had 
been  made  in  the  armaments  of  the 
country,  whether  the  time  had  not  come 
when  they  ought  to  revise  and  complete 
the  armaments  of  those  fortresses,  ^ow, 
with  regard  to  commercial  harboara, 
be  wished  to  say  that  be  looked  upon 
tbem  as  being  placed  in  a  difiTereat 
category  altogether;  and,  so  far  as  they 
were  concerned,  it  would  be  nscdasatj 
to  settle  the  principle  on  which  it  was 
proposed  to  act.  The  question  waa, 
which  of  those  commercial  ports  were 
to  be  defended,  and  at  what  expenoe  T 
In  his  opinion  there  were  only  thr«e 
which,  Bs  being  ports  of  Immense 
wealth,  and  the  defence  of  which  was  of 
national  importance,  should  bedefended 
— namely,  the  Tyne  and  the  Clyde,  be- 
cause they  were  ports  at  which  ships 
might  be  built  and  fitted  out,  and  also 
the  Mersey,  because  Liverpool  was  a 
great  emporium  of  trade.  There  was 
this  farther  advantage  with  respect  to 
those  ports,  that  they  offered  in  them- 
selves great  facilities  for  defence,  which 
might  consequently  be  carried  out  at  a 
very  moderate  expenditure  of  money. 
But  when  be  turned  to  other  ports  in 
the  Kingdom,  he  said  they  were  not 
such  of  which  it  could  be  said  that  their 
defence  was  of  great  national  import- 
ance; and  that  if  those  towns  wished 
for  a  defenoe  against  bombardment,  aa 
an  insurance  against  war  risk,  they 
should  undertake  the  cost  themselres, 
and  that  the  duty  of  the  State  should 
be  confined  to  advancing  capital  to  them 
to  be  repaid.  Then  there  was  another 
part  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
statement  to  which  he  would  refer. 
The  right  bon.  Gentlemen  had  dealt  with 
the  progress  in  naval  armaments.  There 
was  no  question  in  the  days  of  the  late 
Government  which  had  caused  more 
anxiety  than  that  of  naval  armaments. 
He   would   nr^e   now    what  h»   had 
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iiTg«d  before — namely,  that  if  there  had 
been  any  delay  in  providing  the  Navy 
with  breech-loading  guns  the  miechief 
was  done  lonn  before  the  late  Oorem-  < 
meat  took  Office,  and  that  the  late  Go- 
Teramentdid  all  that  was  possible  to  do 
in  pushing  on  the  naval  armamentB  of 
the  country.  The  facte  were  perfectly 
dear  with  regard  to  that.  Up  to  1875 
this  couatry  was  In  as  good  a  position 
M  any  other  with  reaped  to  naval  arma- 
ments. At  that  time  the  old  breech-load~ 
ing  Runs  of  Continental  nations  were 
■■  obsolete  as  our  old  breech-loading 
guns.  After  1B75  there  came  a  period 
of  stagnation.  He  did  not  blame  the 
Government  of  the  day;  but  he  be- 
lieved the  real  truth  of  the  matter  was 
that  the  advice  of  profeesional  experts, 
both  military  and  naval,  was  distinctly 
•gainst  a  change  in  construction,  and 
that  there  was  hesitation  in  adopting  a 
breech- loading  armament  when  other 
nations  were  adopting  it.  His  belief 
was  that  delay  was,  in  a  great  measure, 
OGCAMoned  by  the  manner  in  which  Go- 
▼enunent  t^ter  Government  had  en- 
cooraged  Oovemment  manufacture  as 
against  private  trade.  He  knev  all  the 
ar^ments  that  could  be  adduced  in 
favour  of  Government  manufacture— he 
would  not  then  state  them  ;  but  he  be- 
hoved that  the  advantages  of  having  a 
private  trade  which  could  be  rapidly 
extended,  and  which  would  develop  the 
genins  of  the  country,  would  be  of 
greater  advantage  than  any  saving  which 
nught  be  effected  by  the  State  in  using 
only  State  manufacture.  He  thought 
the  delay  arose  from  the  fact  that  there 
waaa  large  and  costly  plant  at  Woolwich 
omph^ed  in  the  manufacture  of  guns, 
•ad  that  there  was  a  prejudice  in  the 
minds  of  the  authorities  againet  re- 
placing; that  plant  for  the  construction 
of  new  breech-loading  guns.  He  could 
iay  that  in  1 830,  when  the  late  Govern- 
ment took  Of&ce,  there  was  not  a  single 
breech- loading  gun  in  exietence ;  and 
the  change  then  made  in  a  few  months 
waa  not  only  from  muzzle-loading  to 
breech-loading,  but  from  wrought  iron' 
to  steel.  That  was  plainly  stated  by 
the  late  Secretary  of  Slate  for  War,  who 
aaidthat — 

"  Witi)  legard  to  the  supply  of  lieavy  funs 
for  the  Navy,  (air  progreea  baa  been  made  in 
the  ^(sent  ytai.  During  the  present  and  the 
peat  tro  years  ^B  have  been  undergoing  a 
doaUe  tntuitioa ;  iirst,  from  tho  nuizidc -loader 


to  the  breech-loader ;  nnd,  in  tho  next  place,  in 
tha  material,  from  wrought  iron  to  steel." — 
[Z  Smtard,  in6\n^.) 

Well,  that  was  the  point  he  wished  to 
urge  on  the  right  hen.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War.  The  late 
Government  had  bad  to  contend  with 
great  difficulty  with  regard  to  patterns 
and  with  regard  to  designsand  forgings. 
They  had  adopted  the  policy  of  en- 
couraging the  private  trade  of  the 
country,  and  they  decided  to  obtain  the 
heaviest  steel  forgings  from  the  trade  in 
Sheffield  and  Manchester.  After  a  con- 
siderable period  of  time  they  arrived  at 
success  in  that  matter,  and  there  were 
at  that  moment  four  or  five  firms  sup- 
plying the  Government.  When  he  was 
at  the  War  Office  he  informed  those 
firms  that  if  they  would  put  up  the  ex- 
pensive plant  necessary  they  would  be 
supported  by  the  Government,  and  that 
Government  would  give  them  orders  for 
the  forgings  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out  these  measures.  They  had  done  so, 
and  he  was  sure  that  the  right  bon. 
Gentleman  would  agree  with  bim  that 
it  was  necessary  to  keep  the  promises 
made  to  those  firms ;  and  he  thought, 
if  necessary,  it  would  be  wise  to  limit 
the  work  at  Woolwich  rather  than  not 
keep  faith  with  them.  He  had  only  to 
add  that  he  considered  the  matter  one  of 
great  importance,  and  the  main  object 
he  had  In  making  these  remarks  was  to 
urge  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  follow 
the  lines  adopted  by  the  late  Govem- 

CoLONEL  NOLAN  remarked,  that  the 
late  Surveyor  General  of  Ordnance  (Mr. 
Brand)  had  argued  that  the  whole  re- 
sponsibility of  the  Department  should 
rest  with  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War.  He  had  read  some  Setums  show- 
ing that  there  were  about  400,00(1  Mar- 
tini-Henry rifles  in  store;  but  imme- 
diately after  that  be  read  an  article  in  a 
scientific  magazine,  laying  it  down  as  a 
principle  that  there  oughttobe2, 000,000 
rifles  in  store.  How  could  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Wot  be  responsible  for 
such  a  number  of  weapons?  There  was, 
of  course,  a  great  discrepancy  between 
the  two  statements;  but  if  the  authori- 
ties kept  the  matter  in  the  dark  till  the 
last  moment,  and  then  said  they  had  al- 
ways the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  to 
fall  back  upon,  he  thought  that  the 
country  was  likely  to  suffer  in  time  of 
need  from  the  want  of  rifl<,'S.    For  his 
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own  part,  he  coulii  sco  bo  veal  argu- 
ment against  publicity  in  tlie  matter  of 
stores.  When  the  public  knew  how 
many  rifles  were  in  existence,  those 
who  were  competent  to  speak  on  the 
subject  would  be  able  to  giye  advice. 
He  did  not  think  that  any  Foreign  Go- 
vernment would  have  much  trouble  in 
finding  out  how  many  arms  there  were  ; 
there  would  be  very  little  in  finding  out 
bow  many  there  were  in  the  Tower. 
The  HHtborities  only  succeeded  iu  keep- 
ing tbe  people  of  the  country  in  igno- 
rance, while  every  Foreign  War  OflBce 
knew  exactly  the  position  we  were  in. 
Our  position  with  regard  to  torpedoes 
was  kept  Becret  for  a  little  time ;  but  it 
was  now  known  to  every  Foreign  Go- 
vernment. The  eame  remarks  would 
apply  to  the  publication  of  drill  books. 
On  the  whole,  he  thought  the  argument 
was  enlirely  in  favour  of  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  West  Bubsbx  (Sir 
Walter  B.  Earttelot);  and  he  thought 
the  matter  was  one  with  regard  to 
which  Ministers  should  not  pay  too 
much  attention  to  the  advice  ttey  got 
from  their  own  ofBcers.  With  regard 
to  the  question  of  breech-loading  guns, 
it  aeemed  to  him  that  neither  the  late 
nor  the  present  Surveyor  Geuoral  of 
Ordnance  had  said  much  to  show  that 
the  armament  in  that  respect  was  in  a 
satisfactory  state  ;  they  had  confined 
themselves  to  saying  whoso  fault  it  was 
that  there  had  been  delay  between  IST-l 
and  the  time  when  the  late  Administra- 
tion came  into  Olfice.  He  had  seen  the 
breech-loading  guns  of  Germany  and 
Bussia,  which  were  always  long-  But 
the  great  difficulty  was,  when  ihe 
change  was  made  from  muzzle-loading 
to  breech-loading  guns,  there  wore  so 
many  subsidiary  chnngea  to  bo  made  in 
respect  to  carriages  and  other  matters, 
even  the  ships  themselves — everything 
had  to  bo  changed.  He  thought  that 
foreign  countries  were  in  advance  of  ue 
in  promolingtbeefFiciencyof  tlieirguns. 
Ho  tliought  the  Government  would  be 
liable  to  be  twitted  on  every  band  if 
they  went  more  than  was  necessary  out- 
side the  Government  Departments,  for 
it  would  bo  said  that  tliey  were  giving 
their  orders  and  encouraging  the  largo 
private  establishments  for  political  pur- 
poses, because  the  probabilities  were 
that  it  would  secure  the  votes  of  the 
men  employed  on  the  Goveinmeut 
orders.  He  looked  oq  it,  he  would  nut 
Colonel  Solon 
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eny  as  tlic  worst,  but  as  a  most  dan- 
gerous plan  to  get  private  manufacturers 
to  build  extensive  plant  for  the  purpose 
of  manufacturing  for  the  Government, 
and  then  to  feel  bound  to  give  such  pri- 
vate manufacturers  largo  orders.  It 
was  said  by  the  Woolwich  people  that 
tbe  Government  had  spent  so  much 
money  on  plant  for  muEzle-loading  that 
it  was  ridiculous  to  allow  it  to  remain 
idle  and  useless.  Though  that  might 
be  very  near  tbe  truth,  it  was  not  quite 
the  truth.  He  did  not  think  there  was 
as  much  plant  required  for  the  manu- 
facture of  breech-loading  guns  as  for 
muzzle-loading  guns.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve that  boring  machinery,  turning 
machinery,  hammers,  and  so  forth, 
however,  would  have  to  he  very  ma- 
terially altered.  One  great  reason  why 
the  officials  in  the  Goverument  factoriei 
desired  to  have  an  increased  amount  of 
work  was  the  feeling  of  ctprit  de  f»rpi 
which  existed  amongst  them.  There 
was  not  an  officer  employed  who  ever 
made  Is.  out  of  the  matter,  and  yet 
they  wore  all  almost  as  keen  in  wishing 
to  have  large  orders  given  to  their  De- 
partments as  were  the  private  manufar- 
turers.  Those  large  orders  meant  addi- 
tional comfort  to  the  workmen,  for  they 
had  more  to  do  and  more  pay,  and,  con- 
sequently, more  comforts.  They  were 
all,  in  faot,  ready  and  willing  to  work. 
The  officers  were  not  pecuniarily  in- 
terested, and  yet  they  were  as  anxious 
to  receive  a  large  order  as  were  the 
managers  of  private  firms  who  made 
£oO,000  at  a  lime  out  of  a  large  order. 
The  experiments  for  breech-loading  car- 
ried out  bj' the  Government  had  lasted 
a  long  time,  and  the  result  of  adopting 
the  breech-loading  principle  would  have 
been  thut  they  would  have  had  to  put 
their  men  on  half-time  for  a  long  p«*- 
riod.  They  had  the  patterns  for  muzzle- 
loaders,  60  they  had  gone  on  making 
guns  of  that  description.  Now  that 
everydiing  was  changed,  and  while  they 
had  muzzle-loaders  nil  over  the  world. 
it  was  to  the  interest  of  the  working 
man  to  turn  round  and  say — "  We  must 
make  breech-loading  guns."  The  de- 
sire to  havo  full  work  on  the  breech- 
loading  guns  was  as  strong  now  as  had 
been  the  desire  to  continue  the  manu- 
facture of  muzzle-loaders  in  tho  past. 
Those  were  the  two  things  which  hail 
kept  England  in  a  totally  different  pou- 
tion  in  regard  to  those  matters  from  the 
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reot  of  Europe.  Another  eubject  he 
should  like  to  deal  vUb  was  Dot  so 
techDical — iiftmely,  the  establishment  of 
A  Nftval  Volunteer  Engineer  Corps. 
Hio    hon.  Friend   (Mr.  O'Kelly)  had 

rointod  ont  how  serions  it  would  be  if 
reland  were  not  put  in  the  same 
cstegoiy  as  England  in  thoso  matters. 
The  point  was  certainly  one  deserving 
the  careful  consideration  of  the  Qo?ern- 
ment  and  he  <ErouId  commend  it  to  their 
eoneideration,  because  if  the  English 
ports  were  protected  by  means  of  mines 
and  torpedoes  and  the  Irish  ports  were 
not  so  protected,  the  simple  result  would 
be  that  the  one  class  would  be  protected 
attheezpenseof tbeotber.  Iftheywere 
making  a  new  start  in  the  matter  of 
Karal    Engineer  Volunteering,  it   was 

Soite  time  to  take  seriously  into  account 
le  necessity  of  doing  something  of  the 
kind  in  Ireland.  The  Force  should  be 
established  after  the  same  scale  in  Ire- 
land as  in  England. 

Sra  ABTHTJE  HATTEE  said,  he  only 
wished  to  detain  the  Committee  for  one 
moment  by  referring  to  one  point  in  the 
very  interesting  Memorandum  read  to 
them  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  just  now.  The  Memorandum 
bad  been  prepared  in  October  last,  and 
the  object  of  it  was  to  instruct  the  right 
boa.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State 
iat  War  as  to  the  linos  on  which  he 
woald  be  justified  in  entering  on  the 
EsUmatea  the  amount  to  be  asked  for 
for  the  commencement  of  a  plan  of  coast 
defence  and  providing  drill  sergeants 
for  the  local  Marine  companies.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said  that  the 
ftrtonnel  would  be  difficult  to  obtain, 
and,  no  doubt,  oo  the  first  blush,  that 
would  appear  so.  But  they  must  con- 
nder  the  fact  that  when  this  system 
came  into  operation  they  would  be  able  to 
utilize  in  connection  with  it  the  Militia  Ar- 
tillery  and  Engineers  and  the  Volunteer 
Artillery  and  Engineers.  The  numbers 
were — Militia  Artillery,  19,630  men; 
Militia  Engineers,  1,449  ;  making  a 
total  of  Militia  for  this  coast  defence  of 
31,079.  Then,  if  they  took  the  whole 
force  of  Artillery  and  Engineer  Volun- 
teers— and  the  right  hoo.  Oentleman 
woold  observe,  in  connection  with  this 
corps,  as  well  as  in  regard  to  the  Militia, 
that  it  was  a  tonepicuous  fact  that 
every  corps  only  existed  in  a  county  that 
bad  a  oeaVoard  of  its  own — tbey  would 
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find.  Volunteer  Artillery.  44,482  men; 
Volunteer  EDgineers,  10,723;  making  a 
total  for  the  Volunteers  of  55,206.  To 
those  might  be  added  the  1,200  Naval 
Volunteers,  giving  a  total  force  at  pre- 
sent of  77.584  men.  As  he  understood, 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Lord 
Oeorgo  Hamilton)  had  announced  the 
other  day  that  he  intended  to  ^ve  a 
capitation  grant  to  the  1.200  Naval 
Engineers,  who  would  be  able  io  work 
torpedo  boats.  When  that  capitation 
grant— which  would  be  80«.,  in  all  pro- 
bability— was  given  the  number  of  the 
Force  would  most  Hkely'very  conspicu- 
ously increase.  With  the  exception  of 
the  counties  of  Shropshire  and  Stafford- 
shire and  the  City  of  London  the  various 
corps  which  composed  this  Force  be- 
longed to  coast  counties.  Those  men 
would  be  able  to  give  service  at  any 
moment  in  defence  of  theiF  own  coasts, 
having  gone  through  a  certain  amount 
of  drill;  and  they  would  be  willing  to 
receive  instruction  from  the  Begular 
sergeants,  who  would  be  their  drill  in- 
structors. He  was  sure  it  would  only 
require  this  plan  to  be  known  to  be 
popular,  that  local  iubscriptions  wonld 
fiow  in,  and  that  in  every  way  local 
effort  would  be  found  to  supplement  a 
comprehensive  Qovemment  plan  of  coast 
defence- 
Ma.  AETHTJH  0*(X)NNOTt  said,  that 
he— as,  no  doubt,  others  bad  done— had 
listened  with  considerable  interest  to  the 
statement  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War ;  but  he 
imagined  that  they  would  be  better  able 
to  appreciate  it  and  estimate  its  fuU 
value  to-morrow  than  they  were  to-day, 
hearing  it  for  the  first  time.  But  one 
thing  he  could  not  h^p  noticing — and 
he  had  ventured  to  interrupt  the  right 
hon.  Oentleman  with  regard  to  it — and 
that  was,  that  though  the  figures  of  his 
statement  bad  amounted  to  something 
like  £2,250,000,  in  addition  to  a  sum  of 
£645,000  which,  he  understood,  it  'was 
proposed  to  spend  duringthe  nest  three 
or  lour  years,  not  a  single  li.  of  that 
sum  was  to  be  spent  in  Ireland. 

The  SECEETARY  op  STATE  for 
WAE  (Mr.  W.  H.  Hiiith)  :  I  can  ex- 
plain that. 

Me.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOE  said,  be 
had  not  gathered  from  the  righthon. Gen- 
tleman's statement  that  there  vas  any 
prospect  of  any  part  of  this  being  spent 
in  Ireland  under  present  circumstances. 
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The  right  hon.  Oentlemaa  had  beeo  good ! 
enough  to  sa;  that  if  ia  Ireland  the  Go- 
Temment  found  themselves  offered  cer-  ; 
taia  assistance  they  would  be  very  glad 
to  accept  it,  aad  that  then  a  portion  of 
the  money  would  be  devoted  to  Ireland 
— would  be  made  arailable  for  expendi- 
ture in  that  country.  But  in  oonuection 
with  all  these  Totes— in  connection  with 
the  present  and  other  Army  Votes  which 
had  been  taken  from  time  to  time  the 
course  pursued  with  regard  to  Ireland 
had  always  been  the  same.  There  was, 
some  time  ago,  an  immense  Vote  of 
£11,000,000  granted  for  fortifications. 
Where  did  that  go  ?  Why,  to  Great 
Britain.  Let  them  turn  toVotes  6  and 
10 — where  did  that  money  go  ?  Why, 
to  the  Dockyards  of  this  country.  There 
was  not  a  single  GoTemment  Dockyard 
in  Ireland  ;  and  onlj  a  tri&ing  amount 
was  spent  there.  Then,  look  to  the 
present  Vole;  where  did  the  money 
under  it  go  to— this  £2,250,000  ?  To 
the  Hojal  Arsenal  at  Woolwich,  the 
Boyal  Small  Arm  Factories  at  Enfield 
and  Birmingham,  and  the  Boyal  Gun- 
powder Manufactory.  None  of  it  was 
spent  in  Ireland.  There  would,  of  course, 
oome  a  day  when  accounts  would  have 
to  be  settled — it  could  not  be  far  distant 
^between  Ireland  and  Great  Britain, 
when  it  would  be  necessary  to  take  into 
account  these  diiEerent  Estimates  over  a 
long  aeries  of  years,  and  when  it  would 
be  necessary  to  consider  how  much  had 
been  spent  in  Ireland  in  proportion  to 
that  which  had  been  drawn  from  her. 
He  would  even  now  suggest  a  recast  of 
soma  of  these  Estimates,  so  as  to  secure 
for  tbe  taxpaying  portion  of  the  popula- 
tion sometbiug  like  a  fair  distribution 
of  their  Public  Expenditure.  Next  year 
the  present  Government — who,  of  course, 
were  not  responsible  for  these  figures- 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  bringing 
in  their  own  Army  Estimates.  When 
they  did,  he  hoped  they  would  see  fit  to 
give  tbe  people  in  Ireland  something 
Qke  0.  fair  share  of  such  advantages  as 
resulted  from  the  distribution  of  public 
money.  They  oould  depend  upon  it  that 
no  such  Vote  as  the  present  would  be 
passed  without  considerable  resistance. 
No  Votes  of  this  kind,  whether  Army 
Votes  or  Navy  Votes,  woidd  bo  passed 
without  most  strenuous  opposition. 
There  was  only  one  other  point  he 
would  dwell  on,  and  that  was  the  point 
raised  by  the  hon.  and  gallant  G^Ue- 
Mr.  Arthur  (y  Connor 
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man  the  Member  for  West  Sussex  (Sir 
Walter  B.  Bartteiot)  with  regard  to  the 
stores.  That  was  a  point  upon  which 
he  had  ventured,  two  or  three  years 
ago,  to  endeavour  to  attract  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  without,  however, 
meeting  with  much  success.  He  was 
glad  to  say  that  year  after  year  the 
matter  was  becoming  more  scrutinized, 
and  that  tbe  Public  Accounts  Committee 
were  now  devoting  attention  to  it,  and 
were  requiring  information  upon  it  from 
the  Treasury  and  the  War  OfRce.  He 
was  satisfied  that  in  the  end,  and  in  tbe 
judgment  of  the  House,  the  matter 
would  not  be  allowed  to  continue,  and 
that  what  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor 
General  had  declared  to  be  necessaiy 
would  be  done.  Beferenco  had  been 
made  to  the  Beport  of  the  Public  Ac- 
counts Committee  of  last  year.  In  that 
Report  the  Committee  said — 

"The  Treutuyview  ia  dearly  set  forth  in 
reply  to  Queetioa  l,2tll,  and  with  that  view 
we  are  disposed  to  generally  concur— namely, 
that  aa  ordor  for  stores  is  important," 
— at  present  there  was  no  such  order  at 
all- 

"  nnd  the  difficulties  connected  with  it  must  be 
fairly  faced." 

The  step  that  was  now  being  taken  was, 
in  their  opinion,  an  important  step  to- 
wards the  realization  of  that  object — 
namely,  first  of  all,  a  careful  examina- 
tion of  the  supplies,  of  the  estimates, 
and  of  the  annual  accounts  as  to  the 
Army  stores.  When  that  was  done,  it 
would  be  for  the  Treasury  to  judge 
whether  it  secured  suf&cient  control  over 
Army  stores.  They  thought  that  when 
this  was  carried  out,  it  would  give  a 
good  opportunity  to  the  Comptroller  and 
Auditor  General  to  express  his  views  as 
to  what  should  be  done  to  institute  an 
independent  audit  of  such  stores.  The 
Committee  went  on  to  say  that  they 
considered  that  in  the  public  interest 
some  evidence  should  be  afforded  that 
the  quantities  and  values  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  Stores  were  property  stated  from 
year  to  year.  That  was  unquestionably 
a  very  important  point.  If  he  had  un< 
derstood  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  aright,  it 
was  necessary  to  ask  for  a  sum  of  no 
lass  than  £200,000  to  moke  up  certain 
defidencies  in  (he  stores.  If  the  Ministry 
had  not  informed  the  House  of  that  fact 
the  House  never  could  have  arrived  at 
it.    There  had  been  s  depletiim  of  the 
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Btores.  If  the  late  Oovernmeiit  had 
remained  in  Office  the  House  generally 
voold  have  known  no  more  about  it 
than  it  know  about  the  excessive  ex- 
penditure which  had  occurred  in  ooD' 
nection  Ttth  the  Navj.  The  whole 
thing  would  hare  been  bushed  up. 
The  Gomptroller  and  Auditor  General 
would  not  have  been  able  to  say 
Aaything  about  it,  for,  as  he  eaid,  he 
conld  not  tell  whether  the  authorities 
did  not  cover  the  expenditure  by  selling 
oM  atores.  There  were  acres  and  acres 
of  land  at  Woolirich  covered  with  old 
atorea  some  time  ago,  and  the  late  Oo- 
vemment  had  not  entertained  a  clear 
idea  as  to  what  the;  were  or  what  they 
were  worth.  But  the  late  Government 
had  been  able,  after  a  certain  amount  of 
prrasure  had  been  put  upon  them,  to 
innuah  what  they oalled  a  "Valuation 
Betum  of  Stores;"  but  that  Eetum 
was  not  worth  the  paper  it  was  written 
on.  It  was  futile  to  place  before  com- 
mon-Hnse  men  fig^ares  of  that  kind, 
showing  that  there  were  stores  worth 
£7,000,000  or  £8,000,000.  How  was 
that  estimate  arrived  at  F  No  one  could 
state.  If  it  was  the  regular  price  of  the 
stores  it  was  worthless,  because  every- 
one knew  that  many  of  the  stores,  valu- 
able enough  when  new,  were  now  worth 
nothing  more  than  old  iron.  The  figures 
were  simply  guess-work,  if  not  some- 
thing worse,  and  were  put  down  merely 
for  the  sake  of  covering  the  deficiency 
and  depletion  of  the  stores.  He  hoped 
the  Comptroller  and  Auditor  General 
would  get  what  he  had  been  asking  for, 
and  what  the  sense  of  the  House  ap- 
voved  of,  and  what  the  Committee  of 
Pablic  Acconnta  had  been  asking  for 
over  and  over  again  —  namely,  the 
ijoantity  of  stores  in  hand.  It  had  been 
■aid  there  would  be  great  danger  in 
letting  the  Hussians,  or  someone  else, 
know  how  many  rounds  of  ammunition 
we  had.  how  many  rifles,  and  ho  on. 
But  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  give 
that  information.  All  he  would  ask 
was  that  such  a  Betura  should  be 
mode  for  the  information  of  the  War 
Office  Aathorities.  8uch  a  Seturn 
should  be  made  the  basis  of  infor- 
mation. At  present  there  was  no  such 
Betnm.  There  was  no  Eeturn  of  the 
figarea  which  they  could  submit  to  the 
Compboller  and  Audi  tor  General  in  order 
that  he  might— confidentially,  if  they 
liked — check  the  stoies  year  by  year, 
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to  satisfy  the  House  that  there  had 
been  no  undue  depletion  of  military 
stores.  He  did  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  give  the  Committee  of  Public 
Accounts  any  figures  showing  the  exact 
quantity  of  the  stores.  The  Comptroller 
and  Auditor  General  should  have  — 
just  as  in  the  case  of  the  Secret  Ser- 
vice money — reasonable  proof  ihat  the 
money  voted  by  Parliament  was  applied 
to  the  services  for  which  it  was  granted. 
If  information  was  given  to  show  that 
the  stores  had  not  been  unduly  run 
down,  and  that  they  had  not  eco- 
nomized by  running  down  the  stores ; 
then,  he  thought,  every  practical  pur- 
pose would  be  attained.  But  to  be  con- 
tent with  mere  Valuation  Betums  which 
were,  at  the  best,  mere  guess-work,  was 
simply  to  play  the  fool  with  the  House 
of  Commons.  To  put  such  Betums  be- 
fore the  Public  Accounts  Committee  was 
wholly  insuf&cient. 

The  8ECHETABY  of  STATE  fob 
WAR  (Mr.  W.  H.  SurrH)  said,  he  had 
listened  to  the  interesting  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member,  and  could  assure  him  that 
the  suggestions  he  had  made  would  re- 
ceive the  consideration  they  deserved. 
He  was  not  in  a  position  to  mate  any 
promise  as  to  the  mode  in  which  the 
question  should  be  dealt  with,  but  it 
should  certainly  not  be  lost  sight  of ; 
and  in  saying  that  he,  of  course,  could 
not  bind  himself  to  do  more  than  pru- 
dence and  the  interests  of  the  country 
would  allow.  He  desired  that  the  Comp- 
■    "  -   ■    .-        "         '•    Qapart- 


troUer  and  Auditor  General's 
ment  should  have  all  the  information 
which  would  enable  it  to  form  an  accu- 
rate judgment  as  to  the  requisite  appro- 
priation of  stores,  and  as  to  the  stores 
and  the  stock  actually  in  existence,  and 
the  value  of  it.  Nothing  could  be  more 
distasteful  to  those  who  were  principally 
concerned  than  the  delivery  of  a  mere 
statement  as  to  the  original  cost  of  the 
stores  or  of  their  estimated  value,  which 
turned  out  on  inquiry  altogether  un- 
satisfactory. In  the  hon.  Gentleman's 
view  it  was  important  to  asoertaiu 
whether  the  country  really  possessed  the 
material  which  would  be  required  in 
time  of  strain,  and  he  could  safely  say 
that  every  Government  would  feel  it  to 
be  its  duty  to  see  that  the  stores  were 
maintained  in  a  condition  to  be  able  to 
bear  the  strain  of  any  emergency  which 
might  occur.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Stroud  (Mr.  Brand)  had  ra- 
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fatred  to  an  observation  wliicli  he  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith)  had  made  a  very  short  time 
ago.  He  thought  the  hoa.  jSIember 
would  do  him  the  credit  to  aa.y  that  he 
had  carefully  avoided  making  a  charge 
of  any  kind  iPhatever  agaiost  the  late 
Government,  or  from  taking  any  credit 
to  the  present  Government — any  charge 
against  the  late  Government  for  vhat 
they  had  done,  or  any  credit  to  the  pre- 
eent  Government  for  what  thej  had 
sought  to  do.  He  desired,  in  dealing 
with  this  question  of  national  defence, 
to  keep  clear  of  anything  which  would 
sound  like  provocation  and  from  any- 
thing which  would  tend  in  any  degree 
to  excite  Party  feeling;  but  when  the 
ban.  Gentleman  referred  to  what  had 
been  done  by  the  late  Government,  and 
had  stated  that  they  bad  found  that  the 
breech-loader  was  not  in  existence  when 
they  came  into  Office,  be  thought 
be  might  take  aome  credit  to  him- 
eelf  for  the  fact  that  in  1878 — only  a 
year  or  two  after  the  period  which  the 
hon.    Gentleman  had  described  as  the 

{)etiod  when  the  change  from  muizle- 
oading  to  breoch- loading  was  adopted 
on  the  Continent — he  had  pressed  most 
strongly  for  the  adoption  of  breech- 
loaders for  the  Navy.  From  that  time 
to  the  present  he  had  been  using  all  the 
influence  he  possessed  in  Parliament  to 
urge  not  only  on  his  Colleagues  in  the 
last  Oonsenrative  Qovemment,  but  also 
on  the  late  Government — on  the  Govern- 
ments of  1874  and  1880— without  en- 
deavouring to  impart  into  the  discussion 
anything  of  a  factious  character,  the 
neoeesity  and  the  duty  of  improving  the 
armaments  of  their  ports  and,  as  a 
necessary  corollary,  of  improving  the 
armaments  of  the  Army.  Well,  steps 
had  been  taken,  and  taken  vigorously, 
in  that  direction  during  the  past  year  or 
two.  There  could  b»  no  doubt  that  the 
necessity  for  looking  into  this  question 
was  very  great  indeed,  and  he  was  glad 
he  had  been  able  to  state  to  the  House 
the  conclusion  the  late  Government  had 
arrived  at.  An  hon.  Gentleman  bad 
feired  to  the  steps  which  bad  been  taken 
for  furnishing  ingots  of  steel  for  the 
manufacture  of  guns.  Ho  made  no 
complaint  of  the  hon.  Gentleman's  de- 
aire  to  secure  for  the  State  the  great  re- 
sources which  the  country  possessed  for 
the  manufacture  of  steel.  He  had  urged 
the  desirability  of  doing  something  in 
that  diteotion  aa  strongly  as  he  had  been 
Mr.  W.  S.  Smith 
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able  to  do  so ;  hut  no  monopoly  could  be 
permitted  either  to  an  individual  manu- 
facturer or  to  our  arsenals.  It  was  de- 
sirable that  the  country  should  reap 
the  full  advantage  of  the  competi- 
tion between  the  two.  There  must  be 
reasonable  expectations  of  profit  held 
out  to  persons  who  were  willing  to  go  to 
the  expense  of  providing  exteneive  plant 
in  competition  with  each  other  for  the 
material  required.  Now  that  we  could 
form  some  estimate  of  the  amount  of 
work  which  would  have  to  be  done 
during  the  next  two  or  three  years,  he 
ventured  to  express  a  hope  that  no  delay 
would  be  suffered  to  occur  in  providing 
the  material.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
the  interests  of  the  country  would  be 
best  protected  by  the  provision  of  the 
defence  which  was  admitted  to  be  re- 
quired. After  the  most  careful  examina- 
tion, which  had  spread  over  three  or  tour 
years,  and  after  the  decision  that  the 
lateGovernmenthadarrivedat,  he  main- 
tained there  was  no  desire  to  postpone 
the  completion  of  the  work.  H  any 
person  entering  upon  the  work  realized 
the  necessity  of  its  speedy  completion,  he 
would  not  be  led  away  by  the  fact  that 
the  payment  for  the  work  was  to  be 
spread  over  a  certain  period  of  time, 
but  he  would  have  the  work  executed 
as  rapidly  and  as  efficiently  as  possible. 
Xhey  had  at  last  decided  on  the  kind  of 
gun  to  be  used,  and  the  kind  of  powder 
to  be  used  in  the  gun,  and  be  believed 
thoy  had  nearly  arrived  at  the  kind  of 
projectile  which  was  to  be  used  ;  and  it 
seemed  to  him  that  having,  after  con- 
siderable delay  and  after  considerable 
research,  formed  an  estimate  of  the  ex* 


the  country,  that  the  expenditure  should 
be  made  as  rapidly,  and  yet  aa  efficiently, 
as  possible.  The  bon.  Gentleman  th« 
Member  for  Stroud  (Mr.  Brand)  re- 
ferred to  the  course  the  late  Government 
bad  taken  with  regard  to  the  protection 
of  mercantile  ports,  and  he  laid  stre«t 
on  his  assertion  that  only  the  metvantils 
harbours  of  the  Clyde,  the  Tyne,  and 
the  Mersey  really  needed  protection. 
But  that  was  only  the  opinion  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman ;  it  waa  certainly  not 
the  opinion  of  the  bon.  Gentleman's 
Colleagues,  including  the  noble  Mar- 
quesa  the  late  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  (the  Marquess  of  Hartington). 
The  Eeport  wtucb  was  recoired    and 
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adopted  by  the  late  Government,  and 
wbich  was  acted  upon  by  the  Treasury, 
recommended  that  a  grant  ahould  be 
made  in  the  course  of  the  present  year 
for  the  proteotioQ  of  otber  harbours  end 
rivers  besides  those  enumerated  by  the 
hoQ.  Oentleman.  He  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith) 
thought  it  vas  the  interest  and  duty  of 
the  GoTemmont  to  afford  protection  to 
ports  li^e  the  Humber  and  Severn. 
There  irere  ports  in  Ireland  also  which 
required  protection,  and  he  was  glad  to 
be  able  to  assure  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Eoscommon  (Mr, 
O'Eelly)  that  12  per  cent  of  the  expen- 
diture which  was  contemplated  for  com- 
mercial ports  would  be  incurred  on  com- 
mercial porta  on  the  coast  of  Ireland. 
Ireland,  therefore,  might  rest  assured 
that  it  would  receive  a  portion,  at  least, 
of  the  expenditure.  The  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Member  for  Gal  way  (Colonel  Nowin) 
had.  in  a  most  interesting  speech,  given 
the  Committee  a  great  deal  of  valuable 
information,  and  he  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith) 
vould  Dot  fail  to  profit  by  it.  In  con- 
cIusioD,  he  coald  only  assure  the  Com- 
mittee that  the  policy  which  it  was  now 
■ought  to  carry  out  was  not  n  Party 
policy ;  it  was  not  a  policy  of  the  pre- 
sent Government  alone,  but  it  was  a 
policy  which  he  believed  had  the  sanction 
not  only  of  the  present  Government  and 
of  the  present  House  of  Commons,  but 
of  the  country  at  large. 
Tote  agretd  to. 

U.)  £843,800,  Works,  Buildings,  &c., 
at  Home  and  Abroad. 

(5.)  £IS8,SO0,  Eatablishments  for 
liUitary  Education. 

8iE  WALTER  B.  BAETTELOT  de- 
sired to  make  a  few  observations  upon 
the  question  of  military  education.  He 
had  spoken  upon  the  subject  on  pre- 
vious occasions ;  but,  at  the  present 
moment,  it  was  imperatively  necessary 
that  it  should  be  brought  before  the 
Committee  and  the  country.  He  did  not 
find  fault  with  any  of  the  officers  who 
had  served  on  the  Staff  in  the  Soudan, 
excepting  so  far  as  it  was  agreed  on  all 
handa  that  the  Intelligence  Department 
in  the  Nile  Expediiioo  in  the  Soudan 
did  Dot  perform  those  services  which 
were  and  ought  to  have  been  expected 
of  it  as  well  as  it  was  hoped  they 
might  have  been.  When  he  believed 
that  all  the  gallant  officers  who  formed 
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the  Department  were  educated  at  the 
Staff  College,  the  question  very  natu- 
rally suggested  itself  to  one's  mind  whe* 
ther  the  instruction  thej  received  at  the 
Staff  College  was  that  which  best  fitted 
them  to  perform  the  great  duties  re- 
quired of  them.  He  should  be  very 
sorry  to  decry  the  Staff  in  any  way  ;  but 
if  he  were  asked  to  pick  out  any  body 
of  officers  who  did  their  duty  in  the 
Soudan  better  than  another — perhaps 
it  was  from  the  peculiar  circumstances 
of  the  war — he  should  certainly  pick 
out  the  gallant  regimental  officers. 
There  were  many  officers  of  the  Staff 
who  were  brilliant  and  clever,  and  who 
performed  their  duty  well.  He  would 
not  say  whether  some  men  did  their 
duty  in  the  Soudan  or  not ;  but  this 
much  he  would  say,  that  if  all  the  Staff 
officers,  and  especially  those  of  the  In- 
telligence Department,  had  done  their 
duty,  they  would  not  have  to  deplore  so 
many  casualties  in  that  campaign.  It 
was  stated  in  all  the  newspapers— and 
when  they  read  the  statement  in  the 
public  organs  they  naturally  turned  to 
see  what  authority  there  was  for  it — 
that  there  would  be  no  opposition  to  the 
march  from  Eorti  across  the  desert  viA 
Abou  Elea  and  Metamraeh  to  Gubat. 
Why,  when  the  troops  arrived  at  Abou 
Klea  there  were  thousands  of  the  enemy 
ready  to  pour  down  upon  them.  Not 
one  piece  of  information  was  conveyed  to 
the  officers  marching  across  the  country ; 
and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  gallant 
conduct  of  the  1 9th  Hussars,  who  scouted 
and  did  their  duty  in  the  most  admirable 
manner,  very  fatal  consequences  would 
have  ensued.  Now,  what  was  it  that 
men  went  to  the  Staff  College  to  learn  ? 
Surely  it  was  not  only  mathematics  and 
foreign  languages.  He  quite  agreed 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  War  {Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  when,  in  answer  to  a  Question 
put  to  him  earlier  in  the  evening,  he  said 
foreign  languages  could  be  more  pro- 
perly and  fully  taught  in  the  oounlries  iu 
which  they  were  spoken  than  in  the  Staff 
College.  He,  too,  was  of  opinion  that 
mathematics  should  be  eliminated  from 
the  subjects  of  instruction  in  the  Staff 
College.  The  first  thing  that  men  should 
be  taught  when  they  went  to  the  Col- 
logo  should  be  how  to  manage,  how  to 
manoeuvre,  and  how  to  manipulate  all 
the  different  arms  «f  the  Service  which 
they  would  have  subsequently  to  com- 
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maud.  At  Aldershot,  which  was  the 
expenmental  etation,  it  was  found  that 
commands  were  given  for  a  very  con- 
siderable time,  and  that  only  one  or  two 
Qenerala  were  able  to  learn  their  busi- 
nesa  at  a  time.  It  very  often  happened 
that  many  men  who  were  sent  out  had 
never  commanded  more  than  a  brigade. 
Unleas  they  had  had  practical  education 
at  home,  unless  they  had  been  taught 
at  home  in  the  practical  management  of 
troops,  how  could  they  he  expected  to 
acquit  themselves  properly  in  the  face 
of  an  enemy  ?  He  mentioned  no  names ; 
all  he  said  was  that  they  had  no  right 
to  expect  men  to  be  able  to  command 
men  in  the  field  unless  they  had  proper 
and  ample  opportunity  of  learning  their 
duties  before  they  went  into  the  field.  It 
was  impossible  to  have  a  better  place 
than  Aldershot  at  which  to  instruct  men 
in  their  duties ;  but  there  were  men 
there  who  knew  comparatively  little  of 
what  was  required  of  them.  That  was 
the  reason  that  in  many  instances  they 
failed  with  their  Staff.  He  called  the 
attention  of  bis  right  bon.  Friend  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith)  to  the  question,  so  that 
wben  men  were  sent  to  the  Staff  College 
they  should  be  taught  all  the  things 
which  it  was  material  they  should  know 
Then  they  came  to  command,  or  to 
assist  in  commanding,  an  army  in  the 
field. 

Sir  FREDEEIOK  FITZ-WTGRAM 
BEud,  he  had  been  a  little  in  doubt  as  to 
the  proper  oocaaion  on  which  the  obaer- 
vations  he  wished  to  make  should  be 
made ;  possibly  they  would  be  permis- 
sible upon  this  Vote.  He  desired  to  call 
attention  to  the  importance  of  signalling 
in  the  Army.  Signallers,  especially 
mounted  stgnallors,  were  boooming  of 
greater  importance  every  day  ;  their  im- 
portance was  due  to  the  means  of  rapid 
transit  which  now  obtained,  and  to  the 
greater  power  of  range  of  rifie  and  gun. 
In  former  days  armies  could  only  move 
a  few  miles  a-day,  and  their  movements 
were  well  known ;  but  now  the  base  of 
an  army  could  be  shifted  in  a  very  short 
time.  Now-a-days  war  was  waged  ovei 
a  larger  expanse  of  country  than  hither- 
to, and  therefore  it  was  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  have  some  means  of  trans* 
nutting  intelligence  quicker  than  man 
and  horse  could  carry  it.  Signalling  in 
the  Army  had  been  carried  on  for  several 
years,  and  with  very  great  success,  but 
not  with  the  success  which  he  thought  it 
Sir  WalUr  £.  Sartteht 
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The  fact  was  that  a  very  in- 
telligent class  of  men  were  needed  for 
signalling  purposes,  and  it  was  requisite 
that  they  should  be  kept  in  constant  prac- 
tice. Signalling  was  carried  on  soma 
time  ago  by  flags,  and  of  late  years  it 
had  been  also  conducted  by  means  of  the 
heliograph,  by  which  messages  could  be 
sent  30  or  40  miles.  As  he  had  already 
said,  men  of  intelligence  were  needed  as 
signallers  ;  but  it  was  impossible  to  g«t 
suoh  men  unless  some  pay  was  given  to 
them  for  signalling.  Signalling  cScera 
trained  their  men ;  but  as  soon  as  the 
men  were  trained  they  left  for  some  paid 
employment.  Unless  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  waa 
prepared  to  provide  some  payment  for 
the  signallers,  it  would  not  be  possible 
to  have  a  satisfactory  corps.  He  (Sir 
Frederick  Fitz-Wygram)  suggested  that 
there  should  be  10  signallers  attached  to 
each  regiment,  and  that  each  of  the  men 
should  receive  £1  a-year,  to  be  paid 
after  the  annual  examination.  There 
were  1  SO  corps  in  the  Army,  so  that  the 
adoptioa  of  his  suggestion  would  give 
1,800  signallers  at  a  cost  of  £I.SOO  be- 
yond the  present  expenses.  He  believed 
the  money  would  be  very  well  spent, 
because  there  was  nothing  more  im- 
portant to  a  Qencral  iu  the  field  than 
that  he  should  receive  reliable  intelli- 

^^TiiB  FINANCIAL  SEOEETAET, 
WAB  DEPAETMENT  (Mr.  H.  S. 
Noktucote)  said,  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
"War  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  fully  appre- 
ciated the  importance  of  signalling  -,  and 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  (Sir 
Frederick  Fitz-Wygram)  might  rest  as- 
sured that  the  subject  would  receive  full 
consideration.  He  hoped  ho  was  right 
in  assuming  that  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Sussex 
(Sir  Walter  B.  Sarttelot)  did  not  wish. 
in  the  remarks  he  had  made,  to  draw 
any  invidious  distinction  between  one 
class  of  officers  and  another.  He  thought 
be  would  be  borne  out  when  he  said  that 
a  College  which  turned  out  auoh  gallant 
men  as  the  late  >Sir  Herbert  Stewart 
could  not  be  one  deserving  of  very  great 
censure.  The  remarks  of  the  bon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman,  however,  should  r^ 
ceive  careful  attention. 

Thk  Makquess  of  HARTINQTON 
said,  he  was  glad  to  bearwhat  had  Callen 
from  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War 
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Office  (Mr.  Northoote),  because  he  wai 
afraid  the  obserratione  of  the  hon.  and 
gallsnt  Gentleman  tbe  Uember  for  West 
8u«MX  (Sir  Walter  B.  Barttelotl  upon 
the  offioers  of  the  Intelligence  Depart- 
ment in  the  Soudan  were  liable  to  some 
misconception,  and  might  coavey  aomo 
imputation  upon  the  Staff  officers  of  that 
Department  wliich  he  hardly  thought  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  intended 
them  to  coDTey.  Ho  understood  the 
hoD.  and  gallant  Gentleman  to  say  that 
the  Intetligence  Department  failed  to 
proTido  the  officers  commanding  in  the 
Sendan  with  the  intelligence  they  ought 
to  have  poseoGsed  1  but  be  did  not  un- 
derstand tbe  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
to  adduce  the  slightest  proof  of  the  as- 
sertion. All  he  hearj  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  say  was  that  he  read 
in  several  newspapers  that  there  would 
be  DO  fighting  between  Korti  and  Me- 
tammeh.  He  (the  Marquess  of  Harting- 
ton)  was  not  aware  that  it  was  tbe  duty 
of  tite  officers  of  the  In  telligenoe  Depart- 
ment to  communicate  intelligence  they 
received  to  the  newspaper  correspondents 
whose  reports  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gen- 
tleman bad  read.  He  did  not  know  from 
what  information  tbo  hon.  and  gallant 
Qentleman  supposed  that  no  intelligenco 
as  to  tbe  morements  of  tbo  enemy  was 
conveyed  to  the  responsible  officers  in 
command.  It  was  very  easily  under- 
stood that  reliable  information  in  a 
country  like  the  Soudan  was  extremely 
difficult  to  get.  He  believed  the  fact 
was  that  the  Intelligence  Department 
obtained  an  enormous  amount  of  infor- 
matioQ,  but  a  great  deal  of  it  was  found 
to  be  incorrect.  Some  information  there 
was  which,  no  doubt,  was  accurate,  and, 
pertiaps,  io  all  cases  not  sufficiently  acted 
upon.  But  there  was  nothing  to  justify 
tbe  hon.  and  gallant  Qentleman  in  say- 
ing that  Lord  Wolseloy  and  the  other 
officers  in  command  were  informed  that 
the  desert  column  would  meet  with  no 
stroQg  opposition  in  the  march  from 
EoTti  to  Metammeh.  He  thought  it 
right  to  make  these  remarks,  because  he 
belieTed  that,  notwithstanding  tbe  diffi- 
culties experienced  in  obtaining  very  ac- 
curate information  during  tbe  Soudan 
Campugo,  there  was  not  tbe  slightest 
reason  to  suppose  that  tbe  officers  of  tbe 
Intelligence  Department  failed  in  any 
degree  in  their  duty. 

Vote  tt^ttd  to. 
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(6.)  £51,700,  Uiscellaneoas  EtTectiTS 
Services. 

Mb.  PULESTOX  said,  he  thought  that 
reference  might  very  properly  be  made 
on  this  Vote  to  the  repeal  of  the  Con- 
tagious Diseases  Acts.  He  did  not  in- 
tend to  make  anything  like  a  speech  on 
the  subject ;  but  he  considered  that  the 
question  migbtveryproperty  be  brought 
before  the  Committee  at  this  time,  espe- 
cially OS  there  was  now  a  Secretary  of 
SUte  for  War  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  whom 
it  was  supposed  was  in  sympathy  with 
the  views  be  {Mr.  Fuleston)  and  many 
others  entertained  on  the  question.  He 
was  very  sorry  to  hear  the  other  day,  in 
reply  to  a  Question,  that  nothing  would 
be  dons  in  regard  to  the  Conta^ous 
Diseases  Acts  this  Session,  because  dur- 
ing the  many  years  he  had  represented 
his  constituents  in  the  House  of  Com* 
mons  he  did  not  remember  that  there 
had  been  a  greater  unanimity  of  feeling 
amongst  all  classes,  in  tbe  places  were 
tbe  Acts  were  in  force,  than  there  was 
upon  the valueoftheOontagious Diseases 
Acts.  Not  only  in  Plymouth,  but  in 
kindred  constituencies,  there  was  a 
unanimity  in  deploring  the  repeal  of 
those  Acts  which  had  seldom  been  at- 
tained upon  any  subject  in  any  oonsti- 
tuenoy  in  any  country.  It  must  not  be 
forgotten  that  what  was  practioally  a  re- 
peal of  the  Aots  was  effected  in  deference 
to  what  he  bad  more  than  once  said  was 
nothing  more  than  a  scratch  vote.  It 
was  not  worth  while  to  discuss  the 
parallels  to  the  proceedings  of  tbe  late 
Government  in  this  matter,  although  he 
might  very  easily  point  out  that  the  late 
Government  did  not  display  tbe  same 
alacrity  in  giving  force  to  wishes  on 
other  subjects  which  had  been  as 
strongly  expressed.  What  was  most 
remarkable  was  that  the  operation  of 
those  Acts  was  suspended  in  the  face  of 
the  fact  that  the  three  Ministers  most 
responsible  on  the  subject — the  noble 
Marquess  the  late  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  (tbe  Marquess  of  Hartington),  the 
noble  Earl  the  late  Firiit  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty (the  Earl  of  Northbrook),  and 
the  right  hon.  Qentleman  the  late  Homo 
Secretary  (Sir  William  Harcourt) — were 
entirely  in  favour  of  tbe  continuance  of 
tbe  Acts.  It  hod  been  the  duty  of  those 
Ministers,  of  all  others,  to  know  how  the 
Acts  were  carried  out;  they  made  it 
their  business  to  acquaint  themselves 
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with  the  result  of  the  operation  of  the 
Acts,  and  they  came  to  the  oonclusion 
that  there  was  no  other  couree  consis- 
tent with  tho  interest  of  the  country  than 
to  continue  the  operation  of  the  Acts. 
For  some  reason  or  other,  owing,  no 
doubt,  to  the  influence  of  the  other 
Members  of  the  Cabinet,  eSect  was 
given  to  the  Besolntion  of  the  House. 
He  was  quite  aware  that  no  prac- 
tical effect  could  be  given  to  any 
disouflsion  on  the  present  occasion.  But 
the  fact  could  be  pointed  out  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  W. 
H.  Smith)  and  the  Committee  generally 
were  now  in  possession  of  the  deplorable 
results  of  the  repeal  of  the  Acts.  They 
were  in  poseeasion  of  very  clear  Betums 
which  had  been  made  from  several  places 
interested  in  the  question,  andthey  were 
also  in  posseasion  of  the  opinion  which 
had  been  expressed  since  the  Acts 
were  suspended  by  the  late  Oovem- 
ment  by  some  of  the  mast  distinguished 
men  both  in  the  Army  and  in  the  Navy. 
He  did  not  know  that  he  could  point  to 
one  man  of  distinction  In  any  branch 
of  the  Service  who  was  not  rssotutely 
opposed  to  the  action  taken  by  the  late 
Government.  In  his  own  constituency 
there  was  no  stronger  opponent  of  the 
repeal  of  the  Acts  than  Admiral  Stewart. 
Admiral  Stewart  was  opposed  to  him 
(Mr.  Puleston)  in  politics.  Ho  was  a 
man  of  enormous  experience,  and  he  sup- 
plemented his  previous  long  experience 
of  the  Service  by  his  experience  in 
Devonport  during  the  time  he  was  Ad- 
miral commanding  that  Station.  No- 
thing could  be  stronger  or  more  empha- 
tic in  opposition  to  the  course  of  the 
late  Qovemment  in  this  matter  than 
the  speech  that  gallant  Admiral  de- 
livered before  he  left  Devonport  last 
year.  But  everybody  in  the  places  to 
which  the  Acts  chiefly  applied  was  just 
as  strong  in  opposition  to  the  repeal  of 
the  Acts,  and  t^eir  opinion  was  based 
upon  'experience  and  not  upon  theory. 
Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  would  not 
grant  Local  Option  in  this  matter.  The 
oonstituencies  eoncerned  were  supposed 
to  know  nothing  about  the  case.  He 
hoped  that  to-night  the  Committee  would 
hear  from  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  that  so  far  as  the  Government  were 
concerned  j  ustice,  at  least,  would  ho  done. 
Whilst  there  was  no  time  to  give  proper 
attention  to  the  question  now,  he  hoped 
the  tight  hon.  Gentleman  would  as- 
Mr.  Pvloton 
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sure  them  that  if  he  occupied  his  pro- 
sent  position  in  the  next  Parliament  he 
would  then  do  what  time  and  circum- 
stances would  notpermithim  to  do  now. 
It  was  peculiarly  Siting  that  a  debate 
should  take  place  upon  this  subject  on 
the  present  occasion.  Within  the  last 
week  or  two  he  had  received  more  letters 
and  Fetitions  from  his  constituents  on 
the  subject  of  the  amendment  of  the 
Criminal  Law  than  he  over  remembered 
receiving  on  any  subject ;  and,  curiously 
enough,  a  considerable  number  of  the  let- 
ters came  from  the  small  minority  who 
cried  out  loudly  for  the  repeal  of  the 
Contagious  Diseases  Acts,  but  who  now 
were  equally  loud  in  their  demandforthe 
insertion  of  quite  as  obnoxious  clauses 
as  any  in  those  Acts  in  the  now  Criminal 
Code.  That  was  an  inconsistency  which 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Stock- 
port(Mr.Hopwood)  would  perhaps  make 
it  his  business  to  explain  away.  He  had 
no  doubt  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber, who  was  so  strenuous  and  active  in 
favour  of  the  repeal  of  the  Contagious 
Diseases  Acts,  would  be  quite  as  strongly 
in  favour  of  putting!:  in  the  Crimintu 
Law  Amendment  Bill  clauses  far  more 
stringent  and  exactly  on  the  same 
lines  as  those  he  oppoeed  so  bitterly  in 
the  Contagious  Diseases  Acts.  He  (Mr. 
Fuleston)  would  content  himself,  in  con- 
clusion, with  expressing  the  hope  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  assure 
the  Committee  that  he  would  not  rest  in 
his  labours  until  he  had  made  himself 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  pros  and 
cons  of  this  question. 

Ms.  CAVENDISH  BENTINCK  said. 
he  wished  to  support  the  expression  of 
opinion  which  had  fallen  from  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Devonport  (Mr. 
Puleeton),  and  he  hoped  that  some  in- 
formation would  be  given  to  the  Com- 
mittee, either  from  the  Treasury  Bench 
or  the  Front  Opposition  Bench,  aa  to 
the  policy  whicn  was  to  be  pursued  in 
the  future  upon  this  most  vital  question. 
He  did  not  wish  to  embarrass  the  pre- 
sent Secretary  of  State  for  Wax  ;  but  ha 
wished  to  point  out  that  if  it  were  true, 
as  alleged  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Birmingham  (Mr, 
Chamberlain]  in  a  recent  speech,  that 
his  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith) 
was  only  astop-gap  or  provisional  Minis- 
ter—in that  case,  they  ought  to  hear  from 
the  noble  Marquess  opposite  (the  Mar- 
quess of  Hartington)  some  statement  ot 
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tho  policy  which  he  representftd  with  re- 
gutltothemointenanceoftlieActa.  Now, 
if  there  was  one  principle  in  the  world 
which  the  noble  Marquess  and  the  official 
memhen  of  hia  late  Department  had 
•opported  more  eameatl;  than  any  other 
it  waa  the  prinoiple  of  these  Acta.  The 
noble  Marqneas  (the  iUarquess  of  Kart- 
ioi^n),  the  late  Home  Seoretary  (Sir 
William  Harcourt),  and  the  late  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (the  Earl  of 
Northbrook]  bad  alt  espreBsed  their  un- 
qualified  approval  of  the  beneficial  re< 
ndta  of  the  Acta  whenever  they  had  any 
opportunity  of  doing  bo  ;  and,  therefore, 
it  waa  with  the  Tory  greatest  surprise 
that  he  saw  the  other  day  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Bir- 
mingham (Mr.  Chamberlain)  had  spoken 
of  theaa  Acts  aa  "the  odious  Contagious 
Diseases  Acta."  Still  more  was  he  sur- 
prised to  read  a  speech  by  the  same 
tight  boo.  Gentleman  delivered  quite 
receatly  at  Hackney,  in  which  he  apoke 
of  the  attitude  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment in  these  graphic  terms — 

"  I  lay  that  a  stnta^o  movement  of  this 
kind,  aseeated  in  oppoMtion  to  the  Dotorioua 
connctioiwof  the  men  who  affected  it,  carried  ont 
for  Party  parpoeea  and  Party  purpoaaa  alone, 
b  Uw  moM  flagrant  inttance  of  political  dia- 
boaMty,  aren  of  potitieal  immorality,  that  this 
cmmtiy  has  evai  known." 

Now,  he  wished  to  ask  the  noble  Mar- 
qneas (the  Marquess  of  Hartington), 
and  the  bon.  Members  of  the  late  Go- 
venunent  who  sat  beside  him,  whether 
they  were  about  to  execute  a  "  strategic 
movement,"  and  were  about  to  be  guilty, 
according  to  the  view  of  their  Colleague, 
"of  one  of  the  most  flagrant  instances 
of  political  dishonesty  this  country  had 
ever  known  ?  "  Now,  there  could  be  no 
donbt  whatever — it  waa  a  matter  of  his- 
tory— that  the  "  Cootagioua  Diseases 
Acts"  were  introduced  and  carried  in  that 
House  by  the  so-called  Liberal  Party, 
and  had  been  supported  by  them  for 
many  years.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Birmingham  (Mr.  Cham- 
berlain) bad  sat  in  that  House  before  be 
waa  a  Member  of  the  Government,  hut 
he  had  not  raised  up  his  voice  against 
tboee  "  odious  "  Acts,  nor  had  he  done 
so  after  he  took  Office  as  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade;  and  yet  he  had  now 
the  audacity  to  charge  his  (Mr.  Beo- 
tinck's)  right  hon.  Friends  with  political 
tergiversation  and  political  immorality. 
He  thought  the  Committeo  would  agree 
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flammable matermi  should  not  approach 
too  near  the  fire.  He  (Mr.  Bentinck)  had 
sat  four  years  on  the  Committee  which 
was  appointed  to  investigate  this  ques- 
tion, and  which  considered  fully  every 
species  of  evidence  which  could  be  pro- 
duced, and  he  had  attended  all  the  meet- 
ings of  that  Committee  with  the  exception 
of  four.  There  were  two  Parties  on  that 
Committee,  as  they  well  knew.  One 
Party,  that  to  which  he  belonged,  held 
that  the  result  of  the  suspension  of  these 
Acts  would  be  not  only  greatly  to  in- 
crease disease  in  the  Army  and  Navy, 
but  to  aggravate  the  sufferiuga  of  unfor- 
tunate women— and  here  he  desired  to 
repeat  that  he  had  supported  the  Aots 
from  the  first,  not  so  much  in  the  in- 
terest of  aoldiera  and  sailors,  as  in  the 
interests  of  sufi'eriag  women,  who  had 
unhappily  adopted  a  profession  which  he 
hesitated  to  call  by  the  name  which  was 

froperly  applicable  to  it — and  the  other 
arty  in  the  Committee  held  the  view 
that  there  would  be  no  increase  either 
ofdiaease,orof  euflerin  gamongst  women. 
And  what  had  been  the  result  of  the 
suspension  of  the  Acta?  A  Betum 
furnished  to  Parliament  by  the  noble 
Marquess  the  late  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  (the  Marqueaa  of  Haxtiogton) 
showed  that  disease  had  already  in- 
creased in  the  Army  and  Navy  to  aucb 
an  extent  that  it  now  stood  at  as  high  & 
figure  aa  it  had  done  before  the  Acts 
came  into  force  in  1S66.  That  waa  a 
state  of  things  which  waa  muoh  to  be 
deplored,  for  if  the  results  were  de- 
plorable to  the  Services,  with  regard  to 
the  unfortunate  women  they  were  simply 
appalling.  The  contention  of  the  Party 
with  which  he  acted  on  the  Committee, 
supported  by  facts  and  reason,  was  that 
if  they  suspended  the  Acts  juvenile 
prostitution  would  increase,  and  that  the 
nature  of  the  disease  amongst  females 
would  increase  in  severity.  Both  these 
prophecies  bad  been  fulfilled.  He  had 
made  personal  inquiries  into  the  subject, 
and  had  received  Beporta  from  the 
Lock  Hospital  in  London  and  from  the 
Lock  Hospital  at  Chatham,  and  the 
results  he  had  obtained  were  these.  In 
tbo  London  Lock  Hospital,  which  had  a 
Government  ward,  the  average  number 
of  women  admitted  from  the  protected 
districts  in  connection  with  the  hospital 
about  500  a-year,  and  the  majority 
light  cases.  In  the  year  ending  June  30, 
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1883,  the  caBea  of  gonorrliQEia  were  183 
out  of  464  admisBioDB,  and  the  cases  of 
seooodary  syphilis  were  only  83  per  oent 
npon  the  whole  number  of  464,  while 
the  average  duratiou  of  treatment  of 
each  patient  was  only  about  23  days. 
But  in  the  year  ending  the  30th  of 
June  last,  the  number  of  admiasions 
had  fallen  from  500  to  110,  the  propor- 
tion of  cases  of  secondary  syphUis  nad 
risen  to  78  per  cent  of  the  whole  num- 
ber, and  the  average  duration  of  treat- 
ment of  each  patient  bad  risen  to  51 
days.  Out  of  these  110  cases,  85  were 
eecondaiy  syphilis,  one  tertiary,  11 
primary  syphilis,  and  the  residue  gonor- 
rhcea.  Now,  he  repeated  that  that  was 
an  appalling  state  of  things,  and  showed 
how  the  luspeusion  of  the  Acts  had 
been  the  cause  of  increased  suffering 
to  these  unfortunate  women.  But  that 
was  not  all.  The  Secretary  of  this  Insti- 
tution wroteto  him  lately,  Uiat  30  of  these 
110  patients  were  20  years  of  age;  and 
that  of  12  patients  then  in  theQovem- 
ment  ward,  one  bad  been  under  treat- 
ment for  six  months,  two  for  three 
months  each,  two  had  been  in  once 
before,  one  had  been  in  twice,  one 
three  times,  one  five  times,  and  one 
no  fewer  than  31  times.  He  would  now 
take  the  Committee  from  London  to 
Chatham.  At  Chatham  they  bad  a  Lock 
Hospital,  which  embraced  nearly  all  the 
patients  in  the  Southern  districts,  and  he 
had  received  three  letters  from  thenoe 
on  the  subject  of  these  Acts.  One  was 
from  the  Chairman  of  the  Chatham 
Board  of  Health,  another  was  from  the 
Lady  Superintendent  of  the  Chatham 
Look  Hospital,  and  one  from  the  Eev. 
Mr.  Jelf,  the  Hector  of  Chatham.  The 
Chairman  of  the  Chatham  Board  of 
Health  said — 

"  Id  April  lut  the  Clistham  Board  of  Health 
mads  a  ucHDimous  repceMntation  to  ths  lato 
Prime  Minuter  asking  him  sot  to  rapeal,  but 
nOlST  to  renew  the  Aoti,  wemng  the  enonnoiiB 
enls  that  had  fKllea  upon  our  town  through 
their  tuipeneion.  I  allude  ggpeciallf  to  tli« 
great  dSTelopment  of  very  youDg  famije  proati- 
talion  in  our  town,  which  cannot  be  ignored, 
bat  which,  while  deplored  h^  all,  it  a  monu- 
msnt  of  real  dii^race  to  men,  who,  aatnat«d  W 
•tnpid  Bentinien^Uty,  have  managed  to  suipend, 
and  now  leek  to  repeal  Acts,  which,  when  in 
full  force,  saved  hundreds  of  young  girls  from 
ruin,  restored  hundreds  of  fallen  young  girls  to 
their  familiea,  and  established  order  and  re- 
apectability  in  our  streets  ;  the  coDTarae  of  all 
which  beneSt  has  been  brought  about  by  men 
who,  nhilst  claiming  to  bo  the  dcftinders  of 
purity  and  female  virtue,  have  opened  tlie  flood' 
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gates  of  dissipation  and  worked  ■  ruin  of  body 

and  soul  on  nambera  o(  yonng  girls  in  onr  town 

perfsotly  diabolical  in  it«  reaults  and  awful  to 

itemplate  from  a  truly  Uhriatian  point    of 

Now,  this  letter  was  supplemented  bj 
the  testimony  of  Kiss  Webb,  the  Uadj 
Superintendent  of  the  Chatjiam  Look 
Hospital,  who  was  probably  one  of  the 
best  witnesses  that  it  was  possible  for 
them  to  hear.    She  said— - 

"With  regard  to  the  effect  on  the  women 

admitted  to  this  hospital  during  the  last  year, 
owing  to  the  -withdrawal  of  the  Contagtona 
JMseasea  Acts'  police,  I  have  to  aay  that  und^ 
the  Conteigioua  Diaeasea  Acta*  in  tjieir  entirety 
the  highest  number  admitted  in  a  year  was  ia 
1872,  702  oasos  ;  the  lowest  in  1876,  when  436 
Vere  admitted.  At  that  time  this  hospital  oaly 
received  women  from  the  so-called  Chatliain 
district.  On  the  withdrawal  of  the  polios  th* 
Shomcliffe  district  was  added,  and  with  that 
addition  in  the  12  months  dating  from  the  6t,Ii 
of  Jona,  iaS4,  to  the  6th  of  June,  ISSo,  only 
17£  cases  have  come  in.  Knowing  aa  we  all  do 
the  immense  increase  of  these  anlartanats 
women  in  these  towns  since  the  Contagioua  Dis- 
eases Acts'  police  have  been  removed,  it  is 
fearful  to  contemplate  how  many  ought  io  comfl 
ia  compared  with  those  who  do  so,  and  the 
terrible  mischief  accruing  in  consaqoeDC*. 
With  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  patioata 
since  the  alteration  of  the  lav,  there  is  a 
marked  difference  for  the  worse;  and,  more- 
over, it  takes  in  most  oases  many  months  for 
their  cure.  In  some  oaaas  the  nine  months — ■ 
after  which  period  na  patient  is  to  be  kept  ia 
hospital  under  any  oirciiniataQcea  whatever — ia 
far  from  long  enough,  and  four  women  this 
year  asked  for  and  obtained  re-admission,  one 
of  whom  has  this  day  been  discharged  after 
fire  more  months'  treatment  in  addition  to  th* 
Dino.  This  class  of  women  will  not  seek 
admisnon  till  thqy  feel  absolutely  compelled, 
and  many  who  oome  in  are  aad  wrecks  under 
20  years  of  ago.  The  usual  routine  ot  work, 
such  as  helping  in  the  laundry,  etc.,  as  carried 
out  before,  has  had  to  be  abandoned,  the  patients 
being  too  ill  to  do  it,  and  charwomen  arv 
obliged  to  be  employed  instead.  Indeed,  could 
these  zealous  but  mistaken  people  see  aa  we  sea 
the  fruits  of  what  they  have  accomplished  in 
the  withdrawal  of  the  police,  they  would  be 
oompelled  to  admit  how  cmel  the  change  is  tor 
the  poor  women,  while  the  crowd  of  Javenila 
prostitutes  in  these  towns  proves  how  great  has 
been  the  blow  to  morality;  and  I  would  ask 
those  who  oppose  the  Contagions  Diseases  Acts, 
on  the  ground  of  thmr  immorality,  if  they  con> 
dder  the  unrastrioted  depravity  going  on  in 
their  stead  a  matter  lor  oonteot  or  congiatn- 
lation  P " 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Jelf,  the  Rector  of  Chat- 
ham, also  wrote  ft  letter  quite  recently 
to  a  newspaper,  in  wfaioh  he  said — 
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"  TIm  sntpMuioii  of  tha  CooUgioo*  Di*M*M 
Acta,  vhioh,  on  th«  on*  buid.  bring*  fow  bat 
hardened  women  to  the  Look  Hospital,  and,  on 
the  other  band,  Micoungei  qnite  jaang  girl*  io 
pKwtitDtioD." 

Now,  ha  had  bIbo  to  my  that  he  had 
receiTed  that  day  &  long  letter  from 
Archdeacon  Harrison,  Arahdeaoon  of 
Uaidstone  and  Canon  of  Canterbiuj, 
ampowering  him  to  use  hia  name,  and 
ftMerting  that  exactly  the  same  state  of 
things  had  ooourred  at  Canterbury.  He 
mentioned  theae  facte,  beoauaa  they 
vera  approaching  a  General  EleotioD, 
and  thaj  alt  knew  the  powerful  organi- 
sation, which  was  headed  by  the  rif^ht 
hon.  (Hotleman  the  Member  for  Halifax 
(iSr.  Stansfsld),  supported  by  other 
hoD.  Hambers,  had  a  very  powerful 
effect.  That  organizatian  had  ample 
funds,  and  a  literatara  peoulinrly  its 
own,  appioiimating  to  oerlain  recent 
publications  by  a  journal  which  revired 
all  their  worst  recolleotioas  of  Holywell 
Street,  aad  which  had  met  with  the 
general  condsmnatioa  of  every  right- 
thinking  man.  in  that  House.  That  orga- 
nizatioc  sent  also  paid  leotnrers  about 
tha  country,  and  were  materially  assisted 
by  what  the  late  M.  FouchS  designated 
as  hie  "Cohorte  Cyt''^'«i"  *  band  of 
women  who  addressed  asaemblies  of  their 
sex  npon  these  subj  ects  with  closad  doors, 
so  that  no  one  could  know  what  was  said ; 
hat  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  misre- 
presentations were  made,  and  untruths 
without  number  told,  so  that  the  minds 
of  the  womea  might  be  worked  apon  to 
induce  ignorant  men  to  vote  in  a  parti- 
cular direction.  The  peonliar  literature 
which  the  opponents  of  the  Acts  pub- 
lished and  circulated  throughout  the 
eountry  was  a  disgrace  to  civilization 


leading  member.  Those  "Seven  Bea- 
Bons"  were  neither  more  nor  lees  than 
a  set  of  scandalous  fabrications,  and 
were  proved  to  be  so  by  the  evIdeDoe 
given  before  the  Farliamentary  Com- 
mittee relating  to  the  action  of  the 
police.  Yet,  notwithstanding,  the  hon. 
Member  for  '  Bristol  and  the  hon. 
and  worthy  Alderman  (Sir  William 
M'Arthur),  without  any  inquiry  into 
tha  matter,  did  not  scruple  to  lend  their 
names  to  the  dissemination  of  these 
abominable  falsehoods.  The  particular 
process  by  which  the  agitators  against 
the  Acts  endeavoured  to  attain  their 
ends  was  simply  diabolical.  Their  ob- 
ject was  to  poiaon  the  minds  of  the  new 
electorate,  by  false  allegations  to  the 
effect  that  the  Acts  subjected  women  of 
the  humbler  clat^sea  to  uujutt  and  arbi- 
trary arrest  by  the  police,  to  indignities 
too  shameful  to  mention,  and,  finally,  to 
hnapital  experiments.  Now,  those  were 
allegations  which  had  been  made  whole- 
sale within  the  last  month  or  six  weeks 
in  his  (Mr.  Cavendish  Bentinck's)  own 
oonstituenoy,  by  a  Mr.  James  B.  Wookay, 
who  was  engaged  aa  a  paid  emissary  to 
carry  out  this  shameful  work,  and  by 
this  means,  as  he  had  said,  to  poison 
the  minds  of  the  new  electorate ;  and 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  for  those 
who  had  supported  those  Acts  from 
tha  very  first  that  they  should  clear 
themselves  in  that  House,  beoause  they 
really  had  no  other  efficient  mode  of 
answering  those  unfounded  charveB  ex- 
cept in  their  places  there.  They  had  no 
great  organization  to  disseminate  poison 
throughout  the  country  by  the  exercise 
of  what  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  the 
senior  Member  for  Birmingham  (Mr. 
John  Bright)  lately  called  "  the  faculty 
for  slander  and  lying."  He  (Mr.  Caven- 
dish Bentinck)  would  not  have  thought  it 


for  anybody  who  had  served  on  the  i  necessarytoentersofullyupoatbeeubject 
public  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  j  except  that,  po9sibly,  that  might  be  the 
into  the  matter,  or  who  had  read  the  '  last  time  he  might  have  the  opportunity 
proceedings  of  that  Committee,  must  i  of  doing  so  in  that  House.  They  did 
know  that  all  the  material  statements  not  know  what  accidents  might  happen; 
Dontained  in  those  publications  were  ab- 
Bolutely  untrue.  He  (Mr.  Cavendish 
Bentinck]  had  called  attention  more 
than  once  to  a  pamphlet  which  was  en- 
titled S«tm  Rmkki  for  Eepeaiof  lh»  AeU, 


they  might  happen  anywhere,  even  at  a 
General  Election,  and  to  the  very  best 
of  them,  even  to  hon.  and  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  on  the  Opposition  side  of  tha 
House ;  and,  therefore,  he  had  felt  it 


and  which  was  issued  by  a  Society  in !  hia  duty  to  enter  an  energetic  protest 
the  City  of  London,  of  which  the  hon.  '  sgainst  untruthful  speeches  and  publi- 
Membar  for  Bristol  (Mr.  Samuel  Morley)  cations,  with  the  earnest  hope  that  be- 
was  President,  and  the  hon.  Member  for  fore  long,  when  the  subject  came  before 
XAmbeth  (Sir  William  M'Arthur)  was  a  the  House  again,  it  might  ba  treated 
TOL,  COG.     [tbibd  sKBiita.']  G  r,  i     i    Oooslc 
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front  a  broad  point  of  view,  cod  vith 
due  regard  for  suffering  women.  His 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Pulapton)  had  alluded 
to  B  meaeare  which  was  in  the  air ;  but 
lie  {Mr,  Caveodish  Bentinek)  did  not  be- 
li^re  that  any  such  airy  measuTei  would 
pre  rent  juvenile  proatitutioa  or  extirpate 
those  grievous  diseaaeB ;  but  there  could 
be  no  doubt,  that  by  the  action  of  the 
Contagious  Diseases  Acts,  javenile  pros- 
titution had  been  very  ooaeiderably  di- 
minished ;  and  if  the  Acts  were  not 
revived,  tjie  same  results,  which  existed 
before  they  were  brought  into  operation, 
would  follow. 

Ur.  WBITBREAD  said,  he  could  not 
help  feeling  moved  by  the  feeling  aocenta 
in  which  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Qentleman  the  Member  for  Whitehaven 

iMr.  Cavendish  Beatinck)  had  taken 
eave  of  the  House.  He  deprecated  the 
discussion,  however,  especially  as  the 
bon.  Member  for  Devonport  (Mr.  Piile- 
aton)  had  admitted  that  nothing  could 
reault  from  it.  As  far  as  he  understood 
the  present  position,  it  was  this — that 
the  originator  of  the  steps  which  had 
brOQght  about  the  present  state  of 
things  and  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  had  agreed  that  the  matter  should 
be  allowed  to  remain  m  tUtu  qvt  for  the 
present,  and  that  it  would  be  impossible 
to  set  up  the  Acts  again  without  a  Beso- 
lution  of  the  House.  That  had  been 
agreed  to  by  his  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Halifax  (Mr.  Stansfeld;. 
In  fact,  he  understood  that  there  was  a 
truce  between  them,  and  he  was  sorry 
that  that  truce  had  been  broken ;  he 
was  certain  it  had  not  been  broken  with 
the  coDSsnt  of  his  right  hon.  Friend. 
At  that  period  of  the  Session  no  conclusion 
oould  be  arrived  at,  and,  therefore,  it  was 
to  be  regretted  that  the  discussion  had 
been  raised.  What  a  storm  would  have 
come  from  the  Benches  opposite  a  few 
years  ago  if  this  question  had  been 
raised  by  the  Liberal  Party,  when  it 
was  known  that  no  oonolusion  could 
be  come  to  ;  and  he  oouH  only  conclude 
that  the  course  taken  that  night  was 
taken  by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  vrith 
•  view  to  promote  their  own  personal 
ends  at  the  approaching  General  £lec- 
tioD. 

Mb.  PULE8T0N  rose  to  Order,  and 
explained  that  he  had  no  personal  ends 
in  view  at  all.  He  had  merely  raised 
the  question  for  what  he  believed  to  be 
the  public  good. 

jHr.  CweniUh  Bmtinclt 
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Mb.  WHITBBEAD  thought  that  sa 
no  noDcIusion  could  be  come  to  it  would 
have  been  better  if  the  truce  had  been 
preserved,  for  it  was  a  very  unpleaaant 
subject  which  had  been  raised.  Be 
would  not  go  into  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Qentleman's  statistics;  but  lie 
thought  the  statistics  on  this  subjeot 
were  susceptible  to  other  conclusions  to 
those  he  had  drawn,  and  probably  as 
high  a  rate  of  disease  would  be  found  to 
have  prevailed  at  times  when  the  Acts 
were  rigorously  enforced  as  at  present 
when  they  were  not.  The  hon.  Member 
had  said  that  they  knew  nothing  about 
this  subject ;  but  he  would  point  out  that 
25  years  ago  he  had  sat  upon  a  Com- 
mittee  to  inquire  into  the  matter,  and 
that  Committee  had  then  pointed  out 
the  line  which  they  could  follow  safely, 
and  to  which  they  would  have  to  come 
now.  They  showed  them  how  fallaoioa* 
it  was  to  believe  that  statutory  laws 
would  check  the  disease,  and  that  in 
those  places  where  the  laws  were  the 
severest  the  disease  was  worst.  That 
Committee  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  was  right  to  heal  disease  whuv 
ever  they  found  it ;  but  'to  go  beyond 
that  and  introduce  the  compuleorj 
powers  of  Continental  laws  was  a  step 
they  did  not  recommend,  and  it  was 
one  that  they  were  sure  would  be 
opposed  to  the  sentiments  of  the  English 
people,  and  would  not  be  tolerated  by 
the  public  feeling  of  the  country.  Now, 
he  bad  never  us^  hard  words  about  the 
introduction  of  the  Acts.  Ha  did  not 
say  that  they  were  smuggled  through 
the  House ;  but  he  did  say  that  they 
were  brought  into  that  House  and 
carried  without  discussion.  [Mr.  Cavzit- 
DiBH  Bemtihox  :  No.]  There  had  practi- 
cally been  no  discussion  upon  the  Acts. 
They  were  brought  in  by  Lord  Olarenee 
Paget,  and  the  first  Act  was  passed,  if 
he  remembered  rightly,  after  wnat  could 
not  be  called  a  discussion.  He  knew 
that  Lord  Clarence  Paget  had  acted 
with  the  best  intentions,  his  object  being 
to  preserve  the  health  of  the  men  in  the 
Navy.  He  knew  very  well  what  pressure 
was  brought  to  bear  upon  him  by  the 
Medical  Staff  of  the  Navy  in  order  to 
introduce  these  foreign  customs  into 
England.  They  took,  as  it  were,  a 
piece  of  the  practice  of  foreign  coun- 
tries, and  attempted  to  fit  it  in  to  Eng- 
lish law  and  life,  forgetting  that  the 
feeling  in  England  on  these  snbjeota 
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was  happily  widelj  diff«r«nt  from  tbnt 
which  ruled  abroad.  He  lapeated, 
withoat  tear  of  oontradiction,  that  the 
firat  of  the  Acta  was  put  upon  the 
Statute  Book  without  any  discusaion 
worthy  of  the  name.  They  were  Tery 
proud  in  that  Parliament  of  theirs  of 
the  fact  that  when  once  a  law  was  placed 
on  the  Statute  Book  it  was  rarely  strack 
off  again  in  after  years.  Tbey  were 
TOTy  proud  of  the  steadioeas  and  cou- 
nstency  of  their  legislation  in  that 
respect ;  bnt  the  reason  was  that  laws 
did  not  get  on  the  Statnte  Book  until 
they  had  been  thoroughly  discussed  and 
approred  in  the  publia  mind.  This  law 
was  not  fully  discussed,  end  never  bad 
been  accepted  by  puhlio  opinion,  and 
when  it  was  on  the  Statute  Book  those 
who  were  in  favour  of  it  did  their 
utmost  to  prevent  the  discossion  of  the 
qaestion.  There  were  storms  of  abuse 
for  persons  who  endeavoured  to  discuss 
the  Acts  ;  but  it  had  been  discaased,  and 
pnblic  opinion  had  been  aroused  on  the 
subject,  and  the  defenders  of  the  Act 
were  now  in  this  position — that  they 
never  could  get  back  to  the  enforcement 
of  the  Acts.  Tbey  might,  perhaps,  make 
it  impossible  to  work  a  voluntary  sys- 
tem ;  bat  tbey  could  never  get  back  to  a 
compnlsory  syetem.  They  were  now 
half  way  between  the  Acts  and  the 
volantaiy  system.  He  bad  always  been 
an  advocate  of  the  voluntary  system ; 
he  believed  much  might  be  doneuuder  it ; 
and  he  believed,  further,  that  had  that 
B^tem  been  adhered  to  from  the  first,  in- 
stead of  having  these  efforts  made  at  a 
few  seaport  towns  and  military  stationi, 
tbey  would  have  spread  far  and  wide. 
Bnt  Bad  miecbief  had  been  played  with 
the  voluntary  system ;  the  idea  of  enter- 
ing a  hospital  had  been  rendered  so  re- 
piSsivo  that  it  would  take  years  before 
many  women  could  be  got  to  enter  one, 
although  he  believed  that,  if  the  volun- 
tary system  were  trusted  to,  they  would 
in  time  come  back  again  to  the  position 
in  whioh  the  matter  stood  before  the 
Act  was  introduced.  They  might  try 
tbe  voluntary  system — he  was  quite  cer- 
tain that  they  woold  never  be  allowed 
to  try  the  other. 

The  SECBETABT  of  STATE  fob 
WAB  (Mr.  W.  H.  Suith)  said,  the 
boo.  Gentleman  who  bad  just  sat  down 
had  correctly  represented  the  position 
in  which  they  stood  with  reference  to 
the  diecoseion  of  this  question  upon  the 
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Estimates.  He  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  fully 
admitted  the  right  of  hon.  Members  to 
express  their  views  on  tbe  subject;  but 
he  reminded  the  Committee  that  there 
was  an  understanding  that,  as  far  as 
possible,  this  question  should  not  be 
discussed  on  these  Estimates.  It  was 
distinctly  understood  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  could  not  now  indicate  a 
policy,  or  depart  from  the  course  taken 
with  regard  to  tbe  qaestion  by  their 
Predecessors  in  Office ;  and  he,  for  one, 
deprecated  a  discussion  which  must  be 
wholly  and  absolutely  fruitless.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  who  had  introduced  tbe 
subject  was,  he  felt  convinced,  actuated 
by  the  best  motives ;  but,  with  the  most 
earnest  desire  to  contribute  at  the  proper 
time  to  the  solution  of  the  question,  he 
trusted  that  the  Committee  would  not 
discuss  the  matter  then. 

Sib  BOBEBT  POWLEE  (Lokd 
M.\tob}  said,  be  oonid  not  allow  the  dis- 
cussion to  close  without  expressing  the 
hope  that  it  would  not  be  supposed  by 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Whitehaven  (Mr.  Caven- 
dish Bentinck)  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
Devonport  (Mr.  Fuleston)  that  the  Con- 
servative Party  were  unanimously  in 
favour  of  theopinion  they  had  expressed. 
He,  for  one,  had  a  strong  feeling  against 
these  Aotx.  holding,  as  he  did,  to  tbe 
good  old  Tory  principle  that  what  was 
morally  wrong  could  not  be  politically 
right. 

Ma.  FULESTON  said,  he  could  not 
eonceivethathecould  be  justly  amenable 
to  censure  on  the  part  of  bis  right  hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  for  raising  a 
discussion  from  which  no  practical  result 
would  follow.  That  was  done  with  re- 
gard to  every  Vote,  and  was  of  daily 
occurrence  in  the  House.  They  had 
that  evening  had  a  discuHsiou  in  which 
an  hon.  Member  had  said  he  supported 
an  Amendment  although  he  knew  it 
would  not  be  earned.  So  much  for 
that.  He  had,  he  believed,  in  a  modest 
way  expressed  the  almost  unanimous 
opinion  of  officers  and  clergymen,  in- 
cluding Dissenters  in  the  towns  where 
the  Acts  in  question  were  in  operation, 
and  be  could  not  bring  himself  to  say 
that  they  were  all  sinners  and  that  they 
were  all  wrong.  He  should  regret  very 
much  to  be  amenable  to  the  censure  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  ;  but  he  was  not  aware  that  any 
arrangement  had   been  made  beyond 
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tkia — that  it  was  oaid  nothing  would  be 
done  in  respect  of  this  Act ;  and,  ihftre- 
fore,  Bpeakiog  in  the  intereat  of  the 
lai^e  body  of  persons  whom  he  repre- 
lented,  aod  with  all  respect  to  the  right 
hon.  Qentletnan  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War,  he  repudiated  the  severe  cen- 
lure  which  the  right  hon.  Oentlemaa 
had  pawed  upon  him. 

Thb  Mabouess  or  HAETINQTOTf 
said,  he  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
continuing  a  discussion  which,  as  it  bad 
been  pointed  out,  could  not  lead  to  any 
practicsl  result.  All  he  desired  wai  that 
the  right  bon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  ebonld  gire  his  attention  to  the 
subject  during  the  Becess.  It  had  been 
admitted  that  the  state  ot  things  which 
resulted  from  the  decision  of  the  House 
two  years  ago  was  extremely  unsatisfa 
tory,  and  it  was  apparent  that  that  state 
of  things  could  not  be  allowed  to  con- 
tinue. An  attempt  had  been  made  by 
the  late  Government  last  year  to  modify 
the  law,  and  put  it  in  conformity  with 
what  appeared  to  be  the  opinion  of  the 
great  majority  of  the  House.  But  it 
was  impossible  to  carry  a  Bill  for  the 
purpose,  and  it  would  be  equally  impos- 
aible  to  carry  one  in  the  present  state  of 
affairs.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
axaminsd  the  circumstances,  and  if  he 
arrived  at  the  opinion  tliat  it  would  be 
possible  in  the  present  state  of  the  coun- 
try to  deal  with  the  compulsory  clauses 
of  the  Act,  it  would  probably  enable 
them  to  put  a  stop  to  the  anomalous 
state  of  things  which  existed,  and  also 
enable  them  to  give  a  fair  opportunity 
to  the  voluntary  principle  as  suggested 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Bedford  (Mr. 
Whitbrpad). 

Me.  cavendish  BENTINOK 
said,  he  had  never  heard  anylhingabout 
a  truce  in  this  matter.  If  there  were 
snob  a  truce  he,  for  one,  could  be  no 
parfy  to  it,  as  be  thought  it  the  duty 
of  every  man  having  before  him  such 
facts  as  were  shown  in  the  Ketnm 
to  maintain  his  position,  because  the 
Eeturnpractically  confuted  every  reason- 
able argument  that  bad  been  adduced 
against  the  Acts.  The  bon.  Gentleman 
opposite  (Mr.  Whitbread)  had  said  that 
the  Acts  had  been  smuggled  through 
the  House ;  but  he  [Mr.  Cayendish  Ben- 
tinck)  denied  that  statement  absolutely. 
A  reference  to  public  records  would  show 
that  the  Acts  were  opposed  at  the  time 
by  Mr.  Ayrton  and  other  Memben  of 
Mr.  Puhitm 


the  House.  Besides,  how  conld  th©  bon. 
Member  shelter  himself  from  the  fact 
that  during  the  16  years  the  Acts  had 
been  on  the  Statute  Book  he  bad  not 
raised  his  voice  or  taken  action  against 
them?  The  hon.  Gentleman  wasno  doubt 
very  sore  because  his  pet  nostrum,  the 
voluntary  system,  had  broken  down ; 
but  he  (Mr.  Cavendish  Benlinck)  had 
shown  by  figures  that  even  in  the  short 
time  which  bad  elapsed  between  the 
suspension  of  the  Acts  and  the  present 
day  the  admission  of  women  to  Lock 
HoEpitals  bad  enormously  fallen  off.  It 
was  also  a  sad  fact  that  the  avera^ 
number  of  inmates  of  the  London  Lock 
Hospitiil  Home  had  fallen  from  over 
80  to  under  60.  The  bon.  Gentle- 
man talked  about  the  voluntary  system ; 
but  he  would  ask  him  whether  he  was  a 
member  of  the  London  Lock  Hospital, 
or  to  what  Hospital  did  he  subscribe  ? 
With  reference  te  the  remarks  of  the 
Lord  Mayor,  he  would  only  say  that  if 
he  was  in  favour  of  allowing  suffering 
women  to  remain  without  care  under  the 
circumstances,  he  (Mr.  Cavendish  Ben- 
tinok)  was  not  one  of  his  supporters. 
Vote  agraid  lo. 

[7.)  Motion  made,  and  Questioa  pro< 
posed, 

"That  a  aom,  not  eiceedicg  £24S,10O,  be 
granted  to  Hat  Hi^^tv,  to  defray  the  Charge 
lar  ths  tjalarira  sod  Mucellaneoua  Charges  of 
the  WtLT  Office,  which  will  come  in  couim  of 
payment  duriag  the  jear  eodtog  oa  the  3lBt  day 
of  March  1886." 

Sir  ARTHUB  HAYTER  said,  tbiewaa 
the  Vote  from  which  the  salaries  of  the 
Medical  Staff  were  taken,  and  he  wished  to 
say  a  few  words  upon  it  in  justice  to  Dr. 
Crawford,  whose  conduct  had  been  seri- 
oui-ly  attacked.  He  held  in  his  hand  a 
letter  from  General  Freemantle,  who 
commanded  at  Suakin,  and  who  after- 
wards commanded  the  Guards'  Brigade 
in  the  Campaign,  which,  with  the  per- 
mission of  the  Committee,  he  would 
read.    General  Freemantle  said— 

"  So  far  as  my  Dbiervation  and  knowltdgs 
goes,  the  hoapiCal  amngenieDta  for  the  Cam- 
paign in  the  Eastern  Soudun  were  very  good.  I 
apeak  as  legaidn  the  field  hoapitala,  the  bearer 
compauies,  the    base    hospital,   t 


'  her.    The  v 


.  .  „  jntB  for  the  quick 
transfer  of  aick  and  wouniled  from  the  front  to 
the  base  and  ship  aavmed  lo  me  lo  be  excellent.' 

He  wished  to  remind  the  Committee 
that  this  year  they  had  provided  for  ttia 
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trial  of  a  number  of  men  who  were  to 
form  the  nucleus  of  bearer  compaDies 
for  lan;er  Expeditions  than  that  of  Sua- 
kin.  Ever;  year  thoie  men  would  be 
taken  from  ordinary  drill  and  put  under 
the  direction  of  medical  of&ceis  of  the 
district  to  learn  the  duties  essential  in 
a  large  Expedition.  That  arrangement 
was  in  accordance  with  the  recommen- 
dations made  by  Surgeon  Major  Evatt, 
who  was  known  as  a  great  reformer  of 
the  Arm;  Medical  Department.  Sur- 
geon Major  Evatt  said — 

"I  *aat  to  Bee  a  rsgular  Militia  Hoopital 
CottM  called  oat  aoDuallr  and  trained  with  us 
ia  the  boapitala  instead  of  being  kept  at  InfaDtry 
diill  in  the  biuTai^ka.  W«  need  euch  a  body  of 
men  to  work  oar  bome  bQapitab  in  war  time,  as 
wall  u  to  f  oiniih  the  coaner  aid  in  the  war 
hospitals." 

He  (Sir  Arthur  Hajter)  believed  that  if 
the  men  went  through  their  ordinary 
drill  in  the  manner  he  had  mentioned 
they  would  have  the  nucleua  of  an  Army 
Hospital  Corps,  with  a  very  large  staff 
at  the  Bervice  of  the  country  when  re- 
quired. He  would  only  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committes  to  the  fact  that 
prorision  was  madefor  four  bearer  corps, 
the  members  of  which  were  taken  from 
all  the  principal  London  hospitals.  Those 
men  bad  been  inspected  by  Dr.  Craw- 
ford ;  they  had  taken  part  in  the  Brighton 
Beriew,  and  it  was  right  to  say  that  they 
had  given  every  satisfaction. 

Mb.  LABOUCSERE  said,  there  was 
one  item  in  this  Vote  which  be  thought 
Toquired  explanation.  Tba  salary  of  the 
Com  man  der-in- Chief  was  put  down  at 
£6,632  ;  but  the  commencing  salary  was 
£4,5U0.  Tfaera  was  a  note  at  (he  bottom 
<rf  the  page  ;  hut  still  there  was  no  ex- 
planation ^ven  of  the  discrepancy.  Per- 
haps the  BOn.  Gendeman  at  the  mo- 
ment representing  the  War  Office  would 
be  able  to  explain  what  it  meant. 

Thb  financial  SECRETARY, 
WAR  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  H.  S. 
Nokthcote)  said,  it  was  under  an  old 
Bagulation.  The  salary  of  the  future 
Commander-in-Chief  would  be  £4,500. 

Me.  LABOUCHEKE  said,  he  did  not 
see  why  they  should  wait  until  there 
was  a  new  Commander-in-Chief.  He 
perceived  that  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  received  £5,lt00  per  annum; 
and  yet  the  Commander-in-Chief  was 
put  down  for  £6,632.  He  saw  no  rea- 
son why  the  present  Commander.in- 
CSiief  should  roceive  that  amount ;  and 
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as  the  Commitles  were  asked  fo  say 
whether  they  would  pay  the  amount  or 
not,  he  should  move  the  reduction  ot  th« 
Vote  by  £1,600. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  a  sum,  not  ei<:e«dia|:  £216,G00,  be 

granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  tbe  Cbugs 

far  the  Salsriea  Bud  MiicellBneoug  Charges  ot 

ths  War  Office,  nhich  will  came  in  course  of 

Syment  during  the  year  sndiag  on  the  Slst 
yot  ^Urcb  1886."— (J/r.  Ltb<,iHhtrt.\ 

Tbb  Mahqdebs  of  HARTINOTON 
eaid,  the  hen.  Member  for  Northampton 
stated  that  no  explanation  was  given 
with  reference  to  the  amount  taken  in 
the  Vote  for  the  salary  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, although  thpre  was  as 
asterisk  affixed  to  the  item.  If  the  bon. 
Member  would  look  at  the  bottom  of  the 
page  he  would  see  the  explanation  that 
the  aalary  was  paid  under  Royal  War- 
rant. He  thought  the  hon.  Member 
must  admit  that  if  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  and  other  officers  appointed  under 
Army  Warrants  held  office  at  all,  they 
were  entitled  to  the  salaries  &xed  at  the 
time  when  they  accepted  the  eppoint- 

Mr.'  ARTHUR  ARNOLD  said,  h« 
understood  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton (Mr.  Lahouchere)  to  move  the 
redui'tionof  the  Vote  on  the  ground  that 
Hia  Royal  Highness  was  paid  more  than 
the  salary  under  tho  Warrant.  He 
thought  this  Motion  onght  to  receive 
support  from  Members  of  that  House. 
He  desired  to  speak  with  very  great  re- 
spect of  His  Royal  Highness.  He  had 
often  inquired  of  soldiers  and  officers, 
and  he  alwayo  found  that  they  had  great 
respect  and  confidence  in  His  Royal 
Highness  in  regimental  matters,  fiut 
ha  supported  the  Motion  of  his  hon. 
Friend,  because  he  had  read  that  in 
I860,  when  the  House  voted  a  pension 
of  £12,000  to  the  Duke  of  Cambridge, 
his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Birmingham  then  moved  an  addition  to 
the  Act,  proposing  that  His  Royal  High- 
ness should  not  receive  any  further 
emolument  or  pay  from  the  State  for 
any  office  which  he  might  fill  as  long  as 
he  continued  to  receive  the  £12,000 
a-year.  Now,  His  Boyol  Highness  had 
received  that  lai^e  sum  every  year  since 
1860;  he  also  received  £6,632  under 
the  Vote  before  the  Committee  as  Com- 
mander-in-Chief; and  he  further  re- 
ceived  £1,000  a-year  as  Colonel  of  tbe 
Grenadier  Quards,  and  £1,000  a-ycarae 
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Ranger  of  llie  Eoyal  Parka.  That  was 
£20,632  a-jear.  paid  by  the  taspayors  of 
the  country.  The  question  was  whether 
the  salary  allowed  under  this  Army  Eeti- 
mats  should  be  reduced.  He  should 
support  the  Motion  before  the  Commit- 
tee, because  he  thought  they  should  em- 
phatically mark  their  opinion  on  this 
vote  that  when  a  person,  whether  Frinca 
or  otherwise,  received  a  pension  from 
the  State,  he  should  not,  in  addition,  re- 
ceive the  full  emoluments  of  any  other 
office  of  the  State.  When  the  expense 
on  account  of  the  Boyal  House  was  so 
largely  increased,  and  seeing  that  there 
would  be  a  time  when  these  estimable 
and  deserving  Princes  would  be  engaged 
in  the  Service  of  the  State,  he  thought 
that  the  Committee  ebould  consider  whe- 
ther, in  addition  to  the  penuons  they 
received,  thay  should  also  have  the  full 
pay  of  the  ofGcei  with  which  they  nuKbt 
be  accommodated  by  the  State.  For 
these  reasons  he  should  certainly  sup- 
port the  Motion  of  his  hoa.  Friend. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayea  28; 
Noes  95 :  Majority  67. — (Div.  List. 
No.  248.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agretd  to. 

(8.)  £ie,SOO,  Bewards  for  Distin- 
guished Services. 

(9.)  £73,000,  Half-Pay. 

(10.)  £1,194,000,  Retired  Pay,  Ac. 

(U.)  £124,800, Widows'PenBions,&c. 

OoLONEi,  NOLAN  said,  that  on  this 
Tote  he  should  like  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  to  an  incident  which  happened 
some  time  ago — the  bursting  of  a  shell, 
and  the  consequent  death  of  three  oGBcers 
who  were  conducting  experiments  at  the 
time.  When  he  had  first  heard  of  the 
accident  he  had  asked  the  Government 
whether  the  widows  of  these  officers 
would  receive  pensions  just  as  though 
their  husbands  had  been  killed  on  active 
service.  His  opinion  was  that  they 
ought  to— that  the;  might  fairly  claim 
to — be  treated  in  the  same  way  as  the 
iridows  of  officers  killed  on  active  ser- 
vice. The  widow  of  a  Warrant  Officer 
was  also  interested  in  this  matter,  her 
husband  having  been  killed  at  the  same 
Mr.  Arthur  Arnold 


time ;  but  he  did  not  know  whether, 
strictly  speaking,  her  case  would  came 
under  this  Vote.  These  accidents  wera 
very  rare  indeed;  he  did  not  think  that, 
on  an  average,  there  would  be  more 
thanfiveor  six  deaths  of  this  kind  during 
the  year—deaths  owing  to  the  bursting 
of  a  gun  or  accident^  shooting,  as  ia 
the  case  of  a  marker  at  a  target.  The 
Committee,  he  thought,  was  very  favour- 
able to  the  view  he  took ;  and  he  waa 
not  aware  that  the  noble  Marquess  the 
late  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (the 
Marquess  of  Hartington)  had  decided 
the  matter.  The  subject  was  one  well 
worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War. 

Sir  ARTHUR  HAYTER  said,  that 
the  pensions  of  these  widows  were  fixed 
under  the  2,006th  Article;  and  it  was 
impossible  to  grant  them  a  higher 
amount  than  they  had  received.  In 
cases  where  deceased  officers  had  lost 
their  life  in  the  Service,  but  otherwise 
than  in  action,  the  widow's  pension  was 
50  per  cent  leas  than  the  rate  allowed  in 
the  case  of  officers  killed  in  action.  How- 
ever lamentable  a  case  might  be,  such 
was  the  rule;  and,  in  the  present  in- 
stance, the  widows  had  received  the 
highest  pensions  possible. 

Colonel  NOLAN  said,  his  point  waa 
not  that  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the 
War  Office  was  partial,  or  had  not  fal- 
lowed the  Rules ;  but  that  the  Rule  was 
wrong,  that  it  should  be  modified,  and 
that  it  would  cost  the  country  very  little 
if  altered ;  probably  not  more  than 
£2,000  or  £3,000  a-yenr.  These  Ruloa 
were  not  made  by  Act  of  Parliament, 
but  by  the  authority  of  the  War  Office. 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  could 
modify  them  when  he  chose.  Ho  could 
alter  them  in  each  case,  or  could  issue  a 
special  Warrant.  He  (Colonel  Nolan) 
complained  not  that  any  particular  hard* 
ship  had  been  inflicted  on  these  widows 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  or 
the  Financial  Secretarj',  but  that,  if  such 
a  Rule  as  that  referred  to  did  exist,  it 
was  an  extremely  hard  one,  and  did  not 
conduce  to  the  benefit  of  the  Public 
Service.  When  officers  were  engaged 
in  the  duty  of  handling  loaded  shells — 
an  estremely  dangerous  duty  —  he 
thought  it  only  right  that  the  War 
Office  should  allow  their  widows  and 
families,  where  fatal  accidents  occurred, 
tbu  same  provision  as  was  allowed  to 
the   widows    and    familiea    of  offloers 
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Icilled  in  actioD.  Wben  he  had  put  ques- 
tions on  this  fiubject  before,  the  House  ol 
Commons  had  thought  that  aomething 
of  tlie  kind  he  had  suggested  should  be 
done ;  and  he  iras  of  opinion  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  should  give 
the  aabject  his  favourable  consideration, 
even,  if  necestarjr,  to  the  extent  of  modi- 
fying the  Bale. 

The  secretary  oj-  STATE  fob 
WAR  (Mr.  W.  H.  Surra)  said,  hecould 
only  aay  that  he  sympathized  irith  the 
object  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
had  in  view,  and  that,  if  it  had  been 
possible,  his  Predecessors  in  0£Sce  would 
have  carried  out  that  object.  There 
was  evidence  of  eveiy  desire  on  their 
part  to  meet  the  vieva  of  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Oentleman ;  but,  as  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Oentleman  must  be  anare,  it 
was  not  such  on  easy  matter  for  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  to  alter  a  Rule.  The 
Kale  applied  not  only  to  the  Department 
of  War,  but  to  the  Navy  as  well,  and 
the  sanction  of  the  Treasury  was  neces- 
sary to  any  such  change.  If  that  were 
obtained,  and  the  modification  were 
made,  they  would  have  to  consider  the 
claims  of  persons  who  had  been  pen- 
sioned under  the  old  Rule  for  some 
considerable  time  past.  However,  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Qentleman  might  rest 
assured  that  if  it  should  be  found  pos- 
sible to  take  a  compaMtonate  view  of 
hard  cases  of  this  kind  there  would  be 
erery  desire  to  do  so. 

Thb  Mabqukss  of  HARTINOTON 
said,  he  had  made  inquiries  into  this 
matter,  and  had  ascertained  that  the 
change  suggested  would  lead  to  wider 
reeolts  than  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gen- 
tleman seemed  to  suppose.  As  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  had  truly  said, 
there  was  more  than  one  rate  of  pension. 
There  was  a  small  rate  to  the  widows  of 
those  who  died  ia  the  Service,  but 
whose  deaths  were  not  traceable  to 
active  service ;  there  was  the  rate  to 
the  widows  of  those  who  lost  their  lives 
from  disease,  or  privation,  or  exposure, 
incident  to  active  operations  in  the  field, 
or  in  consequence  of  wounds  received 
in  the  performance  of  military  duty, 
otherwise  than  in  action ;  then  there 
was  the  highest  scale  to  the  families  of 
those  who  died  in  active  service,  or  in 
consequence  of  wounds  received  in 
aetive  service.  If  the  suggestion  of  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Qentleman  were 
adopted,  it  would  open  the  door  to  a 
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state  of  things  wliirh  would  render  it 
almost  impossible  to  make  any  differ- 
ence in  these  rates  at  all.  Be  did  not 
think  they  would  be  able  to  maintain 
any  diilinctions  at  all.  No  doubt,  ori- 
ginally, these  rates  hsd  been  carefully 
coneidsied,  and  that,  on  the  whole,  the 
distinctions  made  were  reasonable.  The 
case  the  hon.  and  gallant  Qentleman 
bad  mentioned  was  a  very  hard  one ; 
but  they  knew  very  well  that  it  was  not 
necessary  in  the  Service;  thai  the 
arrangement  proposed  should  be  carried 
out— that  was  to  say,  that  the  present 
system  of  widows'  pensions  were  not 
found  to  do  harm  to  the  Service 
generally. 

Vote  ajrtti  to. 

(12.)  £18,500,  Pensions  for  Wonods. 

(13.)  £3S,100,  Chelsea  andEilmain- 
ham  Hospitals. 

(14.)  £1,330,000,  Out-Pensions. 

(15.)  £190,700,  Superannuation  Al- 
lowances. 

Sir  WALTER  B.  BAETTELOT  said, 
he  did  not  know  whether  it  would  be 
out  of  place  here  to  question  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  as  to  whether  any  compensa- 
tion was  to  be  paid  to  those  who  had 
served  on  the  Nile.  He  should  be,  of 
course,  subject  to  the  ruling  of  the 
Chairman. 

The  SECBETART  of  STATE  (Mr. 
W.  H.  SurrR) :  That  would  not  come 
under  this  Vote. 

Vote  agreti  to. 

(16.)  £49,900,  Retired  Allowances, 
&c.,  to  Officers  of  the  Militia,  Teomanry, 
and  Volunteer  Forces. 

Dr.  FAEQUHABSON  said,  that  be- 
fore this  Vote  passed,  he  should  like  to 
make  an  appeal  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  on  behalf  of  the  Militia  sur- 
geons, or,  at  any  rate,  a  portion  of  those 
gentlemen  who  had  been  compulsorily 
retired  ou  account  of  old  age,  and  whose 
pulsory  retirement  had  placed  theOi 
.  position  of  hardship  and  poverty, 
and  even  destitution.  It  would  be  m 
the  recollection  of  the  Committee  that 
the  subject  was  brought  before  the  no- 
tice of  the  House  two  years  ago  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Warwickshire 
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{Sir  Eardley  'Wilmot),  who,  in  a  spp'^cli 
of  great  detail,  made  out  a  vtry  good 
caae.  The  eDcouragemant  thej  had  re- 
ceived on  that  occasion  had  induced 
them  to  bring  the  matter  before  the 
Gommitteo  again.  At  that  hour  of  the 
night  (12.20  a.u.)  he  would  not  go  into 
detail ;  but  he  would  just  meution  that 
in  1874  the  right  of  Militia  eui-geona  to 
pensions  was  Rdmittod,  And,  although  in 
1876  a  new  Warrant  was  issued  de- 
fining their  retirement  and  pay,  they 
were  yet  led  to  believe,  by  inquiries 
which  they  instituted  through  a  not  un- 
natural feeling  of  auBpioion,  that  their 
existing  rates  would  not  he  interfered 
with.  Well,  in  1881,  a  Circular  was 
issued  making  retirement  at  the  age  of 
65  compulsory.  A  certain  number  of 
these  unfortunate  men  were  summarily 
retired— relegated  into  private  life,  and 
deprived,  in  many  instances,  of  all 
means  of  sustenance,  and  reduced  to 
such  straits  that  one  of  them,  to  his  own 
Icnowtedge,  had  since  been  an  inmate  of 
a  workhouse.  Some  bad  a  practice  to 
fall  back  upon  ;  but,  in  many  instances, 
owing  to  the  frequency  with  which  these 
gentlemen  were  obliged  to  absent  tbem- 
eelvee  from  the  neighbourhood  of  their 
private  work,  their  practices  were  de- 
atroyed  ;  and  many  of  those  surgeons  on 
retiring  from  the  Militia  were  too  old 
to  establish  new  practices.  The  British 
Medical  Association,  which  was  a  very 
powerful  body.numbering  nearly  12,000, 
bad  petitioned  on  eeveral  occaaiona  to 
bave  this  question  of  pension  recon- 
sidered. There  were,  after  all,  only 
20  of  these  gentlemen,  and  the  pen- 
eion  of  6*.  per  day,  which  thoy  thought 
they  were  entitled  to,  would  only 
amount  to  £2,000.  As  by  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  Militia  Afedical  Depart- 
ment, £14,000  was  saved  to  the  coun- 
try, they  thought  it  not  an  estra- 
vagant  thing  that  some  portion  of  that 
saving  should  be  devoted  to  meeting 
their  demands,  which  lie  could  not  help 
thinking  were  just.  All  tbese  pcor  old 
men,  many  of  whom  were  spending 
their  last  few  days  in  destitution,  asked 
was  that  there  might  be  aome  simple 
inquiry  instituted.  They  did  not  esk 
for  anything  more  definite.  They  were 
quite  content  that  some  inquiry  ehould 
be  made  into  their  case.  He  would 
reiterate  the  hope,  on  sitting  down,  that 
the  right  hon.  Qentleman  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  would,  daring  the  Be- 
Lr.  FtrguiancH 
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wny  to  granlin 
quiry,  which  was  all  that  was  asked  for 
at  the  present  time. 

The  FINANCIAL  8ECEETABT, 
WAR  DEPAETMENT  (Mr.  H.  8. 
Kobthcote)  said,  be  was  afraid,  unfor- 
tunately, that  he  could  not  give  the  hon. 
Member  a  very  satisfactory  answer  on 
this  subject.  Speaking  as  the  mouth- 
piece of  the  War  Office,  he  was  bound 
to  say  that  the  dif&culty  lay  in  the  pre- 
mises of  the  hon.  Gentleman.  The  War 
Of&ce  altogether  denied  those  premises. 
They  held  that  the  Acts  prior  to  that  of 
10  Geo.  ly.,  treated  Militia  surgeons 
as  part  of  the  permanent  Staff.  That 
Act,  however,  reduced  the  permanent 
Staff,  and  made  no  provision  fur  Mi- 
litia surgeons  thereon ;  besides  which 
it  relieved  them  from  the  obligation  of 
residing  near  the  head-quarters  of  the 
corps,  which  was  still  required  of  mem- 
bers left  on  the  permanent  Statf.  The 
War  Office  denied  the  contention  of  the 
surgeons,  that  the  31  &  32  Vict,  pro- 
vided for  any  surgeons  other  than 
those  who  retired  before  1829.  They 
denied  also  that  the  eurgeons  had  the 
right  to  claim  that  the  terras  on  which 
they  joined  included  irremovability  on 
account  of  age,  the  Crown  having  always 
claimed  the  right  to  decide  when  they 
should  retire.  With  regard  to  tha 
request  made  by  the  hon.  Qentleman  for 
an  inquiry,  he  could  not  go  the  length 
of  promising  one.  The  matter  had  al- 
ready been  fully  investigated,  and  bs 
could  not,  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, give  a  pledge  that  any  further 
measures  would  be  taken  in  tlut  direc- 

Tote  tgrttd  to. 

CIVIL  SERVICE  ESTUIATES, 

Cliss  III.— Law  asd  Justicb. 

(17.)  £39.093,  to  complete  the  sum 

for   the  Lord   Advocate  and    CrimiDal 

Proceedings,  Scotland. 

Class  IV.- 


(19.)  £14,493,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Universities,  &c.  in  Scotland. 

(20.)  £1,700,  to  complete  the  mmfor 
tha  Mattoiial  GkOlMj,  &o.  Sootlaad. 
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Class  TII.— Mibcellakeovs. 

(31.)  Hotion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceodiDg  £1S,U2,  bs 
gnnted  to  Her  Hsjesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necMniy  to  defray  the  ChKjge  which  will  come 
inoiDneof  payment  daric^  the  yc&r  eDdiDg- 
on  the  31at  day  of  March  1886,  for  the  SaUriea 
tnd  Incidental  Expenses  of  Temporary  Com' 
tmBbiis  and  Committees,  including  Special 
Inquiiiea." 

Me.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD  eaid,  the 
Committed  bad  reason  to  complain  that 
the  cost  of  Temporarj  CommiBsions  was 
neter  placsd  on  the  Estimates  at  an 
e«riy  period  in  the  operations  of  ttese 
Bodies.  It  Teas  not  long  ago  that  the 
House  had  had  to  provide  £33,000  as 
the  cost  of  the  Hoyal  Commission  on 
A^cnlture.  He  would  now  appeal 
wry  strongly  to  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
Sewetary  to  the  Treasury — now  that 
tbeyhad  a  Oovernment  in  power  vhicL 
u«med  likely  to  institute  these  Commis' 
rions  in  all  parts  of  the  country— to  have 
u  estimate  as  to  the  ooet  of  a  Commis- 
tion  placed  before  the  House  ivLeu  such 
Commission  was  appointed.  In  the  case 
of  the  Commission  on  Agriculture,  the 
HoQw  bad  been  committed  to  an  ex- 
penditure of  nearly  £40,000,  without 
hoisg  able  to  give  any  opinion  upon  the 
mbjeet.  It  ceTtainlj  eeemed  to  him 
dnirable  that  the  House  should  not  be 
led  into  heavy  expenditure  unawares. 

Mr.  WHITLEY  said,  an  hon.  Friend 
of  his.  who  was  not  now  present,  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Korth 
Lincolnshire  (Mr.  Atkinson ^,  had  on  the 
Piper  an  Amendment  to  this  Vote.  In 
the  hon.  Member's  absence,  he  (Mr. 
Whitley)  would  coll  attention  to  the 
qaestion  which  would  have  been  raised 
by  that  Amendment.  It  had  reference 
to  the  Royal  Commission  on  Shipping. 
Sot,  those  who  represented  the  shipping 
interest  in  the  House  felt  that  to  publish 
the  evidence  in  part  was  a  very  great 
hardship  on  the  shipowners  generally. 
So  Cir  as  ho  knew,  the  Royal  Commis- 
oon  had  received  the  evidence  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  and  the  Board  of  Trade 
only,  and  though  he  was  afraid  the 
Hoose  had  no  power  over  the  Royal 
Gtmmifrioners,  yet  he  did  feci  that  it 
»»s  a  great  hardship  that  the  evidence 
taken  np  to  the  present  time  should  be 
publish^,  and  probably  used  for  eleo- 
tioneering  purposes  during  the  Recess, 
^ey  frit  that  it  was  very  unjust  that 
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this  evidence  should  be  published  in 
part  before  the  whole  of  it  was  taken  by 
the  Royal  Commission.  Under  the  cir- 
cumstances, his  hon.  Friend  had  placed 
on  the  Paper  a  Motion  to  reduce  the  sum 
by  what  they  considered  would  be  tho 
cost  of  the  publication.  It  certainly 
seemed  to  him  (Mr.  Whitley)  most  un- 
just that  in  the  present  state  of  this 
(juestioR  only  one  side  of  the  evidence 
should  be  published  over  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  country.  The  ehipowners 
ought  to  have  had  an  equal  opportunity 
of  mekiog  their  views  known.  He  was 
told  there  had  been  great  difference  of 
opinion  amongst  the  Commissioners  on 
the  subject  of  publishing  this  evidence, 
and  that  the  shipowners  had  voted 
against  it ;  but  he  did  maintain  that  to 
place  one  side  of  the  evidence  before  the 
country,  before  the  other  eide  had  been 
adduced,  was  most  unfair  to  those  in- 
terests which  bad  been  attacked.  He 
begged  to  propose  the  Amendment 
which  his  hon.  Friend  would  have  moved 
had  he  been  present. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"Tbftt  a  sum,  not  aiceeding  £17,943,  bo 
granted  to  Her  JIajeaty,  to  complete  tba  Bum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
.in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  3lBt  day  of  March  18^6.  for  the  Salaries 
and  Incidental  Expeneei  of  Temporary  Com- 
miMJoDi  and  Committees,  including  Special 
Inquiries."— (J(r.  Whittty.) 

Thb  SECRETARY  to  thb  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  Hesht  Holland)  eaid,  that, 
ne  the  hon.  Member  supposed,  the  GFo- 
verument  had  no  power  over  Royal  Com- 
missions. He  was  informed  that  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  evidence  on  both  eides 
had  been  taken  ;  and  if  there  had  been 
anything  like  unfairness,  the  respon- 
sibility for  it  rested  with  the  Commis- 
sioners. He,  therefore,  hoped  the  hon. 
Member  would  withdraw  his  Motion — 
which,  presumably,  was  only  brought 
forward  to  enable  him  to  raise  a  discus- 
sion. He  (8ir  Henry  Holland)  did  not 
think  it  would  be  possible,  in  tho  Esti- 
mates, each  year  to  put  down  an  item 
beforehand  as  to  the  cost  of  the  Royal 
Commissions  which  might  be  instituted. 
The  House  could  always  learn  from 
Ministers  what  Commissions  were  likely 
1o  be  appointed  and  the  names  of  the 
Commissioners. 

Mk.  TOMLINSON  said,  they  had  on 
the  Treasury  Bench  a  Member  of  the 
Commission  on  Shipping,  the  hum.  and 
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learned  Gentleman  tlio  Homber  for 
Chatham  (Mr.  Gorat),  and  from  him 
they  ought  to  have  heard  somethiDg  in 
reply  to  the  atatemeut  of  the  hou.  Mem- 
ber for  Lirerpool  (Mr,  Whitley).  The 
cose  of  the  ahipowiiers  was  particularly 
hard.  It  would  be  remembered  that 
when  the  late  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade(Mr.  Chamberlatn)brought before 
the  House  his  Bill  dealing  with  ehippiog, 
out  of  which  this  ComuiiesioQ  had  arisen, 
he  had  occupied  nearly  the  whole  night 
in  making  out  his  case  agaiuet  the  ship- 
flwners;  and  the  shipowners,  although 
they  desired  an  opportunity  of  repre- 
senting their  side  of  the  question,  were 
never  allowed  to  do  bo.  The  Commis- 
Bion  was  appointed,  certain  witneasea 
had  been  examined,  and  the  proceedings 
had  been  published  without  waiting  for 
the  evidence  of  the  ehipowners  to  be 
given;  and  he  certainly  thought  the 
matter  was  one  which  called  for  some 

Srotest  and  explanation.  If  the  hou. 
[ember  (Mri  ASTiitley)  went  to  ix  divi- 
sion, in  order  to  record  a  protest  against 
this  course  of  conduct,  he  [Mr.  Tomlin- 
Bon)  should  vote  with  him. 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Gobst)  said,  the  hon.  Member  had 
referred  to  him,  aad  in  reply  he  had  to 
say  that  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  disclose 
in  that  House  the  proceedings  of  the 
Oommieeion.  He  had  heard  the  obser- 
vations of  hon.  Gentlemen,  and  he  could 
assure  them  that  there  was  a  large  majo- 
rity on  the  Commission  who  desired  to 
do  what  was  fair  and  reasonable.  When 
the  proceedings  of  the  Commission  were 
disclosed,  it  would  be  found  that  there 
vss  no  foundation  for  the  suspicion  of 
unfairness  on  the  part  of  the  Oommis- 
BioDers. 

Mr.  WHITLET  :  I  do  not  press  the 
Amendment. 

Motion,  by  leave,  Ktthdraicn. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agrted  to. 

(22.)  £3,868,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Miscellaneous  Expenses. 

AFGHAN  WAB. 
(23.)  £250,000,  Grant  in  Aid. 

EEVENOE  DEPARTMENTS. 
(24.)  £B57,733,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Customs. 


(25.)  £1,643,157,  toe; 
for  Inland  Bevenue. 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  &  sum,  not  eioeflding  £l,2al.6fi9.  bo 
grODted  to  Her  Mnjesty,  to  complete  tho  sam 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  pSiyment  during  the  year  endiog 
ontheSIst  day  of  Hereh  ISse.for  the  Salarie* 
and  Eipanaes  of  the  Post  Offica  Services,  tha 
Bipentea  of  Post  Office  SsTings  Baak^  nod 
CrOTsmmeDt  Ancnities  and  InsuTanoaa,  and  tlie 
Collection  of  tho  Post  OfBce  ReTsaus." 

Mb.  sexton  eaid,  he  had  sot  ex- 
pected this  Yote  to  be  brought  on  that 
night.  At  Question  time  he  bad  given 
Notice  that  when  the  Vote  came  on,  bs 
would  call  attention  to  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  Post  Office  in  regard  to  the 
service  of  mails  in  Ireland.  He  thought 
he  had  some  just  ground  of  complaint. 
When  he  gave  that  Notice  the  Post- 
master General  made  no  intimation  that 
he  would  take  the  Tote  that  night,  and 
he  (Mr.  Sexton)  certainly  had  not  ex- 
pected that  it  would  bo  eo  taken.  At- 
tempts had  been  made  on  previous  occa- 
sions to  procure  a  better  Mail  Service 
between  Dublin  and  the  West  of  Ire- 
land, the  present  Service  involving  a 
serious  dislocation  of  the  business  of  the 
country.  At  that  late  hour,  however. 
he  could  not  undertake  to  place  this 
matter  properly  before  the  Committee ; 
and  he  would,  therefore,  appeal  to  the 
Government  to  bring  the  matter  ou  on 
eome  otbor  occasion.  He  would  move 
to  report  Progress  ;  but  if  the  Govern- 
ment would  see  their  way  to  grant  tho 
claim  of  Ireland  in  regard  to  this  Mail 
Service — which  would  only  involve  an 
additional  expenditure  of  £3,000  —  he 
would  not  press  the  Motion. 

Mb.  ion  HAMILTON  supported  tho 
claim  put  forward  on  behalf  of  the  mer- 
cantile interests  of  Ireland.  The  matter 
had  been  oarefully  considered ;  it  was  of 
importance  to  the  whole  of  Ireland,  and 
he  trusted  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  John 
Manners)  would  bo  able  to  see  his  way 
to  put  the  matter  right.  The  question 
was  purely  one  of  public  and  private 
convenience. 

The  postmaster  GENERAL 
(Lord  John  Masjteks)  said,  he  quite 
understood  the  interest  taken  in  this 
question  on  both  sides  of  the  House. 
He  was  quite  aware  of  the  importance 
attached  to  it  in  Ireland.  It  was  the 
fact  that  no  intimation  had  been  given 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr 
Sexton),  when  be  put  his  Question  that 
day,  that  the  Vote  would  be  taken  to- 
night.   He  (Lord  John  Manners)  had 
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boen  bimsclf  under  the  impression  that 
it  vould  not  be  taken  ;  and,  under  tlie 
circa mst&noes,  it  would  be  onl^  reason- 
ftUtt  to  postpone  the  Tote. 

Ifotion,  by  leare,  aithdrauin. 

(26.)  £553,781,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  the  Post  Office  Packet  Service. 

Ma.  LABOUCHBHE  said,  he  was  in 
a  etate  of  perfect  maze  as  to  the  system 
which  was  bein^  adopted  in  takinfi;  the 
Totea  that  night.  Be  could  not  make 
ont  what  they  were  voting.  He  would 
Tentnre  to  ask  whether  they  were  voting 
Sopplementary  Batimatea  ? 

TbbCHAIEMAN:  No. 

Ma.  LABO0CHEEE:  What  is  in- 
dnded  in  these  Votes?  I  cannot  follow 
the  bnsineas. 

Tas  CHAIRMAN :  No  doubt,  the 
Totes  hare  been  put  with  some  irrej^- 
larity;  but  those  we  are  now  dealing 
with  are  for  the  Bevenue  Department. 
We  are  on  the  Tote  for  the  Post  Offioe 
Packet  Service. 

Mm.  WHITLEY :  Does  that  include 
the  Tote  for  Mails? 

The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL 
(Lord  JoHK  MufttERs):  It  is  for  the 
Packet  Service. 

ICi.  WHITLET  said,  that,  a  short 
tine  ago,  he  had  represented  to  the  Post 
Offioe  authorities  that  the  West  Indian 
nails  for  the  future  should  sail  from 
Plymouth  instead  of  Southampton.  Ha 
Tsgretted  that  the  hon.  Qeutleman  the 
Uember  for  Plymouth  (Mr.  Stewart 
VacHver)  was  not  in  his  place  that 
night,  for  he  knew  that  that  hon.  Oen- 
tieman  was  anxious  to  be  present  when 
this  Tote  was  taken.  Liverpool,  Man- 
chester, and  all  the  towns  in  the  North, 
*«re  anxious  that  the  mails  should  start 
from  Plymouth.  The  late  Govomment 
had  assured  the  Committee  that  arrange- 
ments would  bo  made  to  enable  the 
mails  to  start  from  Plymouth,  if  the 
Port  Office  could  see  its  way  to  make 
the  alteration.  There  could  beno  doubt 
that  Scotland  and  all  the  towns  in  the 
North  of  England  were  greatly  inte- 
rested in  this  matter,  as  the  fact  of  the 
West  Indian  mails  starting  from  Fly- 
mouth  would  materially  accelerate  their 
mercantile  and  business  arrangements. 
The  late  Qovemment  had  said  that  a 
■nm  would  probably  be  included  in  the 
Estimates  to  enable  this  acceleration  to 
he  effected ;  but  he  regretted  to  see  that 
there  was  no  such  provision  made.    He 
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could  assure  the  noble  Lord  the  Post- 
master General  that  this  change  was 
not  only  desired  by  Plymouth.  It  would 
give  some  places  in  Great  Britain  an 
accelerated  mail  service  not  only  of  some 
hours,  but  of  as  much  even  as  a  day. 
He  hoped  the  noble  Lord  would  consider 
the  interests  of  the  commercial  claeses, 
and  yield  to  them  by  holding  out  some 
prospect — as  the  late  Government  had 
done — to  the  constituency  he  repre- 
sented, and  to  towns  like  Manchester 
in  the  North  of  England,  that  this 
much  desired  change  would  be  brought 
about. 

The  postmaster  GENERAL 
(Lord  JoBif  Manhkhs)  said,  he  could 
only  say  that,  in  preparing  the  Estimate 
of  another  year,  he  would  pay  great 
attention  to  the  suggestion  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Whitley).  Ho  was  not 
aware,  however,  that  the  late  Govern- 
ment had  ever  gone  so  far  as  to  say 
they  would  give  the  increased  sum  of 
money  which  had  been  mentioned.  If 
those  of  the  late  Government  who  had 
been  responsible  for  these  matters  had 
been  present  and  had  replied,  they 
would,  he  believed,  hare  disputed  the 
proposition.  At  any  rate,  there  was  no 
such  sum  to  be  found  in  the  Totea  on 
the  present  occasion.  It  was  impossible 
for  the  present  Government  to  say  more 
than  that,  whon  they  came  to  prepare 
the  Estimates  for  next  year,  they  would 
pay  great  attention  to  the  suggestion 
made. 

Mb.  WHITLET :  Is  it  not  the  fact 
that  in  the  contract  there  is  a  provision 
to  the  effect  that  this  change  can  be 


Thb  POSTMASTER  GENERAL 
(Lord  JoBx  Mamhers)  ;  Yes  j  in  the 
contract,  but  not  in  the  Estimate. 

CoLoxzL  N01>AN  said,  that  hon. 
Members  on  that  (the  Opposition)  side 
of  the  House  were  not  sure  where  this 
Tote  was,  or  where  it  could  be  found. 
The  subject  just  alluded  to  was  one 
which  they  in  Ireland  had  little  oppor- 
tunity of  making  tbomselvos  acquainted 
with,  because  all  the  foreign  mails — ov 
with  only  one  or  two  exceptions — started 
from  England.  Ho  did  not  think  Irish 
Members  ought  to  let  this  opportunity 
pass  without  pointing  out  to  the  Com- 
mittee how  Ireland  voa  treated  in  thie 
matter — without  pointingout  that  nearly 
all  the  money  spent  on  these  mail  ser- 
vices waa  apeut  on  vessels  which  started 
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from  England.  The  wliolo  of  the  ex- 
penditure—tlio  whole  of  the  large  sub- 
sidies paid  to  the  Steamship  Companiee 
— vant  to  Eogtisli  ports.  No  one  could 
go  to  Southampton  vithout  being  struck 
bfthe  immense  advantage  the  commerce 
ot'  that  place  derived  from  having  these 
moil  steamers  start  from  there.  The 
mere  touching  at  Cork  did  not  com- 
pensate for  this;  end  he  thought  that 
as  Ireland,  which,  owing  to  its  westerly 
position,  had  many  advantages,  could 
despatch  mails  in  the  shortest  possible 
time,  her  ports  ought  to  be  availed  of  as 
the  starting  place  for  some  of  the  mail 
steamers.  The  adoption  of  such  a  system 
would  confer  a  great  advantage  upon 
Ireland,  and  would  let  her  know  that 
she  was  getting  her  fair  share  of  this 
expenditure.  He  wished  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  (iovernment  to  the  com- 
plete neglect  of  Ireland  in  these  matters, 
and  to  declare  his  opinion  that  these 
Totes  should  never  be  allowed  to  pass 
without  a  protest  being  made  by  Irish 
representatives. 

Tote  agreed  to. 

(27.)  £1,259.816.  to  complete  the  sum 
for  the  Post  Office  Telegraphs. 

Mk.  TOMLIKSON  said,  he  did  not 
know  that  this  Tote  was  to  be  brought 
on  to-night.  He  was  anxious  to  make 
a  statement  upon  it,  and  to  urge  upon 
the  Government  the  desirability  of  their 
taking  over  the  telephone  systems  of 
the  country,  and  working  them  as  part 
of  the  telegraphs.  There  could  be  no 
doubt  that  the  telephone  system  was 
largely  developing  in  the  country.  It 
was  every  day  becoming  moro  important, 
and  it  seemed  certain  that  no  complete 
telephone  system  could  ever  be  estab- 
lished by  any  private  body  or  Company. 
They  had  not  the  plant  which  was  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Government ;  and  be 
had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  Go- 
Temment  alone,  availing  itself  of  the 
facilities  and  the  experience  it  had  ac- 
quired in  the  telegraph  service,  would 
be  able  to  arrange  a  complete  system  of 
telephones.  The  late  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral (Ur.  Shaw  Lefevre)  had  on  several 
occosiona  declared  that  the  profits  of  the 
telegraph  business  were  not  increasing ; 
and  he  (Mr.  Tomlinson)  ventured  to  eay 
that  the  principal  reason  for  that  was 
the  enormous  extension  of  the  telephone 
mtems  throughout  the  country.  The 
Post  Office,  he  was  sure,  would  never  be 
Celonel  IfoUn 
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ahio  to  make  a  satisfactory  profit  out  of 
the  telegraphs,  unlees  it  took  up  the 
the  telephones  also.  A  number  of  pri- 
vate firms  and  private  individual!  is 
the  country  bad  telephones ;  and  sup- 
posing that,  in  addition,  there  were 
public  telephones  by  the  aid  of  wbicli 
people  could  communicate  with  privats 
telephones  for  a  small  charge,  it  was  ob- 
vious thata  considerable  number  of  per- 
sons would  avail  themselves  of  the  pri- 
vilege. He  would  not  dwell  further  upon 
the  matter  at  the  present  moment ;  hot 
he  was  convinced  that  the  opinions  of 
many  Members  of  the  House  and  of  aa 
enormous  number  outside  was  that  the 
Government  should  take  up  the  tele- 
phones. In  the  interest  of  those  who 
used  this  novel  and  useful  expedient  fer 
sending  messages  this  should  be  done. 
Tote  agreed  to. 

CIVIL  SERVICE  SUPPLEMENTiBT 

ESTIMATES. 

CLIBS  1.— PnuC  WOKKS  1ST> 

BUIUIISQS. 

(28.)  £5,000,  Supplementary,  Mori- 
borough  House. 

Mr.  LABOUCHEEEsaid,  bethought 
the  Committee  should  have  some  little 
explanation  of  this  Tots,  seeing  that 
the  original  Estimate  for  1883-6  was 
£2,120,  and  that  a  Supplementary  sun 
of  £5,000  was  now  asked  for.  At  tht 
bottom  of  the  Estimate  it  was  stated 
that  the  Supplementary  amount  was  re- 
quired to  provide  more  accommodation 
at  Marlborough  House.  More  accom- 
modation might  be  wanted;  but,  whe- 
ther or  not,  some  explanation  should  b« 
afforded  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  First  Commissioner  of  Worka. 

Thb  FIRST  COMMISSIONER  or 
WORKS  (Mr.  Pldhkkt)  said,  the  rea- 
son of  the  Tote  was  tbis— that  now  that 
the  family  of  the  Prince  and  Friocevs 
of  Wales  had  grown  up  the  accommo- 
dation at  Marlborough  House  had  be- 
come altogether  insuf&cient.  Some  of 
the  children  of  the  Boyal  Family  who 
used  to  occupy  the  same  rooms  when 
they  were  children  being  obliged  etill  to 
do  so  now  that  they  had  grown  up. 
The  Committee  wontd  see  the  inconve- 
nience of  that.  The  object  of  this  Tote 
was  to  add  some  attics,  in  which  the 
servants  would  be  placed. 

Tote  oj/rttd  to. 
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[39.)  £16,050,  Peterliead  Harbour. 
CoLONRi.  NOLAN  said,  he  should  like 
to  fasTe  some  exptanation  of  this.  The 
Tot»  committed  them  to  ao  ezpsaditure 
of  £S0O,00O.  Tho  first  Tote  was 
£16.000;  bnt  the  whole  harbour  vould 
«Mt  £500,000— including  the  cost  of  the 
pnsoD,  which  would  exceed  £50,000. 
Tfas  harbour  nas  likely  to  cost  more 
than  the  Bstimate,  ao  that  ihe  total  ex- 
iwaditnre  might  be  £700,000.  This  was 
one  of  the  harbours  Tecommended  by 
tli»  Select  Committee  which  had  sat  to 
hiqnire  into  the  subject  of  Harbours  of 
Sefa^.  He  had  been  a  Member  of  the 
Committee,  by  whom  several  recom- 
mendatioDs  had  beeu  made.  He  did 
not  know  were  Peterhead  was,  but  eup- 
po«ed  it  was  somowhere  on  the  EaEt 
CoMt  {LaugUir.1  Well,  would  some- 
oiift  tell  him  where  it  wae  ?    Where  was 
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H? 

An  hon.  Meudek  ;  In  Aberdeenshire. 

Colonel  NOLAN  said,  he  did  not  ob- 
ject to  expenditure  on  this  harbour ;  but 
HTwal  other  harbours  had  been  recom- 
mended. 

An  hoD.MuDEB :  This  does  not  affect 
Inland. 

COL05EL  NOLAN  said,  it  was  true  that 
the  Committee  had  recommended  that 
Mtne  harbours  should  be  constructed  oa 
ths  Bast  Coast  of  Great  Britain;  but  they 
Ud  also  recommended  that  6ne  should 
b«  coBsbucted  at  Galway.  He  wished 
to  point  oat  that  if  they  wore  going, 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee, to  vote  money  for  one  or  two  har- 
Innn  in  the  United  Kiogdom,  it  would 
be  «  Teiy  unequal  measure  of  justice  if, 
>t  the  same  time,  they  were  not  going 
to  give  money  for  a  much-needed  har- 
bour in  Ireland.  There  should  be  some 
ittiement  from  tho  Government  with 
legard  to  this  harbour  at  Peterhead. 
£iDO,000  or  £600,000  should  not  be 
Toted  witbont  some  explanation. 

Ml.  ASHER  said,  that  before  the  Se- 
ctary to  the  Treasury  (Sir  Henry  Hol- 
lud)  made  a  statement  as  to  this  matter, 
pcrtups  he,  as  representing  the  district, 
■light  be  allowed  to  say  a  word  or  two. 
The  hon.  and  (gallant  Member  for  Gal- 
wy  (Colonel  Nolan)  was  under  a  mis- 
»ppreliension  in  supposing  that  the  Vote 
nu»  proposed  had  anything  to  do  with 
the  recommendation  a  of  the  Committee 
which  deliberated  last  year  in  regard  to 
the  iDpply  of  haiboor  aooommodatios. 


This  Tote  was  proposed,  as  he  ander- 
stood,  solely  in  accordance  with  the  re- 
commendationa  of  a  totally  different 
Committee — the  Committee  appointed 
some  years  ago  to  consider  the  question 
of  tho  employment  of  convicts;  and  the 
leading  idea,  he  apprehended,  embodied 
in  this  Vote  was  the  employment  of  con- 
victs in  the  execution  of  large  under- 
takings. The  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
was  aware  that  it  had  been  the  practice 
for  a  number  of  years  to  employ  con- 
victs in  the  execution  of  public  works, 
the  reason  being  that  it  was  found  highly 
expedient  to  combine  reformatory  with 
penal  treatment  in  convict  prisons. 
There  could  be  no  doubt  that  the  effect 
of  the  course  which  was  adopted  in  this 
respect  had  been  highly  advantaf-eous 
in  tbo  past.  It  had  been  found  that  if 
convicts  were  engaged  on  public  works. 


hey  were  enabled  when  liberated  to 
ind  their  way  more  easily  amongst  the 
industrial  populations  of  the  country, 
and  to  eecape  from  the  temptations  to 
return  to  the  haunts  of  vice  frequented 
by  them  before  their  conviction.  Tho 
Committee,  which  was  appointed  in  I8B2, 
was  composed  of  Gentlemen  who  were 
competent  to  deal  with  this  question,  and 
they  reported  very  strongly  in  favour  of 
thesystem.  [ColonelNoLAN:  WhatCom- 
mittee  ?J  It  wae  a  Committee  appointed 
by  a  Treasury  Minute,  for  the  purpose  of 
"considering  certain  questions  relating 
to  the  employment  of  convicts  in  the 
United  Kingdom,"  and  it  was  composed 
of  Colonel  Sir  Edmund  Du  Cane,  Co- 
lonel C.  Fasley,  Colonel  Sir  Andrew 
Clarke,  Captain  G.  Nares,  E.N.,  Mr. 
A.  B.  Mitford,  the  Hon.  C.  F.  Bourke, 
and  Mr.  Andrew  B.  Bell,  These  Gen- 
tlemen, after  a  very  minute  investigation 
into  the  matter,  reported  that — 

"The  employment  of  coDTicte  on  lurge  pab- 
lio  works,  such  aa  the  cnnstruction  of  hnrtioura 
ot  refuge,  or  works  under  some  public  Depart- 
ment, so  oanisd  on  a*  to  be  conduciie  to  the 
progress  of  their  reformation  and  to  their  pre- 
paration for  a  retnm  to  society  on  the  expira- 
tion of  their  sentence,  is  an  esseatial  part  of 
our  penal  system." 

They  further  said,  with  regard  to  ths 

improvements  in  this  respect,  that— 

"The  statistics  of  crime  point  irresistibly  to 
the  conctuBioD  that  they  have  met  with  most 
CGmarkiiblo  success,  diminiBhiDg  the  number  ot 
criminals  to  be  subjected  to  imniahment  in  a 
degree  which,  perhaps,  surpajaed  the  aniicipa- 
tious  of  thuio  who  introduced  them." 

These  statistics,  which  had  been  sup* 
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pliad  to  them,  showed  the  vet?  great 
benefit  the  Byetem  had  been  to  the  coun- 
try ;  beoaase,  notwithstanding  the  large 
increaae  which  had  taken  place  in  the 
population,  the  average  number  of  sen- 
tences of  penal  servitude  passed  for  the 
years  186a-g  were  2,148;  whereas  in 
ISBOthey  had  dropped  to  1,654.  These 
Qentlemen  attributed  that  diminution 
largely  to  the  improved  mode  of  treating 
the  conviols  by  keeping  them  employed 
on  large  public  works.  Then  these 
Gentlemen  had  to  consider  what  works 
should  be  undertaken,  and  their  atten- 
tion was  directed  to  the  question  of 
the  employment  of  Scotch  male  convicts, 
numbering  nearly  800,  on  some  public 
work  in  Scotland.  They  reported  that 
it  appeared  to  them  that  these  convicts 
.  could  be  employed  with  great  advan- 
tage in  the  construction  of  a  harbour 
of  refuge  at  Peterhead.  Their  words 
were — 

"  They  have,  however,  ni»3e  inqnirieB  into 
Torioui  Bcheme*  (or  pnblic  worki  in  tjcotlmd 
which  have  from  time  to  time  been  proposed, 
and  thej'  aro  satiaEed  that  the  most  likely  pro- 
ject for  benefiting  the  shippiDg  and  fishing  in- 
ternta  of  the  country  at  large,  and  at  the  same 
time  profitably  employing  convicts,  is  the  coo- 
■trocUoQ  of  a  huboui'  of  refuge  at  Peterhead, 
in  Aberdeenihire." 

They  pointed  out,  at  the  same  time,  that 
Peterhead  was  the  most  prominent  point 
on  the  East  Coast  of  Scotland,  and 
that— 

"  From  tho  Fiith  of  Forth  to  the  Cromarty 
Firth,  a  diatance  of  ISO  miles,  there  is  no  bar- 
honr  to  which  men-of-war,  merchant  ships,  or 
fishing  boats  can  rosort  in  the  «aatcrlj  gKles 
thai  are  so  prevalent  on  the  coast.'' 
A  Sub-Committee  had  also  been  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  matter,  and  hod 
unanimously  reported  in  favour  of  the 
construction  of  a  harbour  at  Peterhead. 

CoLONEt  NOLAN  said,  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman's  (Mr.  Ajhar's^  ex- 
planation was  a  very  clear  one ;  but  he 
(.Colonel  Nolan)  wanted  to  point  out  to 
tbe  Committee  that  here  there  was 
neorly  £500,000  put  aside  for  Scot- 
land, and  yet,  although  they  had  a  Cem- 
mitlee  of  the  Honee  of  Commons  re- 

Siorting  in  favour  of  harbours  in  Ire- 
and,  Uiere  was  no  sum  for  Ireland  in- 
eluded  in  the  Votes.  There  was  no 
promise,  moreover,  that  these  other  har- 
bours would  ever  be  made.  There  had 
been  a  reoommendation  for  a  harbour 
at  Galway ;  but  he  saw  nothing  what- 
ever done  to  give  effect  to  the  recom- 
4fr.  Aihr 


mendations  either  of  the  Committee  otot 
which  the  Home  Secretary  presided,  or 
of  the  Harbours  of  Befuge  Committee. 
He  thonght  they  ought  to  have  soma 
satisfactory  assurance  on  this  subject. 

Mb.  MAKJOBIBANES  said,  that  he 
was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  vrliich 
had  sat  on  the  question  of  Harbours  of 
Refuge;  and  he  thoi^ht  he  ought  to 
point  out  that  the  question  of  convict 
labour  was  strictly  outside  the  scope  of 
that  inquiry.  The  question  of  con- 
structing a  harbour  at  Peterhead  waa 
already  decided  upon  before  that  Com- 
mittee got  to  work ;  and  they  proceeded 
with  their  inquiry  on  the  basie  that  her- 
bouTs  were  to  be  made  both  at  Peter- 
bead  and  at  Dover.  He  did  not  think 
that  hon.  Members  could  complain  of 
that  Committee  therefore;  at  the  same 
time,  he  was  soriy  that  the  QoTerament 
had  not  seen  thoir  way  to  take  the 
matter  up  more  keenly. 

Mr.  E.  PBESTON  BRUCE  said,  tho 
only  question  was  that  of  employing  a 
portion  of  the  convicts — namely,  the 
Scotch  convicts — on  a  harbour  in  Scot- 
land ;  and  it  was  plain  that  if  they  were 
not  employed  at  Peterhead  they  would 
have  to  be  employed  elsewhere.  The 
Vote,  therefore,  imposed  no  new  charge 
upon  the  Exchequer. 

M».  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  asked, 
what  did  the  Government  propose  to  do 
for  Ireland  similar  to  that  which  they 
were  now  asked  to  vote  £500,000  for 
for  Scotland  ?  It  was  well  known  in  the 
House  that  there  was  a  question  of  a 
harbour  at  a  place  called  Mutton  Har- 
bour, at  Oolway,  and  they  had  hod 
many  promises  in  regard  to  it ;  bat  thej 
hod  never  come  to  anything.  The 
Scotchmen,  who  were  more  practical 
than  tbe  Irishmen  were,  had  succeeded 
in  getting  a  grant  of  £500,000;  but 
the  Irishmen  got  put  off  with  a  few 
friendly  words.  He  suggested  that 
Ireland  might  employ  the  conviote  which 
it  had  in  making  a  beginning  upon 
those  works  whioh  were  so  much 
wanted. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  PEASE  said,  that 
considerable  progress  hod  been  made 
with  the  barboar  at  Bover,  and  now 
th^  heard  that  progress  was  to  be  made 
at  Peterhead.  He  should  just  like  to 
hear  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
(Sir  Henry  Holland)  what  prospect 
there  was  of  any  works  being  under- 
taken on  the  North-East  Coast  of  Eng- 
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land  F  There  was  no  harbour  between 
the  Tyne  and  the  Humber,  although 
there  were  many  livea  loet  around  that 
coast;  and  he  should  muoh  like  to  know 
what  prospect  there  was  of  a  start  being 
made  to  construct  a  harbour  in  that 
neighbourhood  ? 

Mb.  F.  J.  POWHR  said,  it  was  unfair 
that  the  GoTemment  should  carry  out 
the  recommendations  in  regard  to  Eog- 
]and  and  Scotland,  and  not  in  regard 
to  Ireland.  He  thought  it  was  only 
reasonable  that  some  Qentleman  repre- 
eeating  the  Oovcmment  should  give 
them  some  little  information  as  to  their 
intentions  with  regard  to  Ireland. 

Thb  SEORETAET  of  STATE  roa 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  R. 
AsssBTON  Cbdbs)  said,  the  question  of 
convicts  in  Galway  —  in  fact,  in  the 
whole  of  Ireland — was  a  matter  irhich 
bad  been  referred  to  a  Departmental 
Committee  some  years  ago.  They  went 
at  some  length  into  the  matter,  as  far 
as  it  related  to  England ;  but,  unfortu- 
nately, they  did  not  go  into  the  question 
of  Scotland  and  Ireland.  That  Com- 
mittee had  nerer  finished  their  inquiry ; 
and,  in  his  humble  opinion,  he  thought 
they  ought  to  go  on  inquiring  into  the 
subject  BO  far  as  it  regarded  Scotland 
and  Ireland. 

Mk.  O'KETiLY  said,  the  main  ques- 
tion was  that  they  wanted  some  money 
tor  mtUng  harbours  in  Ireland ;  and  he 
thought  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the 
Irish  Members  to  insist  on  the  postpone- 
mmt  of  the  Vote  until  they  got  some 
assurance  from  the  Oovemment  that  the 
recommend  ation  of  the  Committee  would 
be  carried  out. 

The  SEOEETAET  op  STATE  Foa 
THE  HOME  DEPAETMENT  (Sir  K. 
AasHKTOH  Caosa)  said,  he  must  point 
oat  that  the  recommendation  of  the 
Prisons'  Committee  in  Ireland  —  that 
eonncta  should  be  employed  in  mahing 
alterations  in  Mountjoy  Prison — had 
been  carried  out.  When  that  was  com- 
pleted, he  quite  agreed  that  the  question 
of  emplo3'ing  them  on  harbours  in  Ire- 
land should  be  taken  into  seriouB  con- 
sideration. 

Hr.  O'EELLT  said,  he  was  sure  that 
if  the  OoTemment  would  only  determine 
to  construct  the  harbours  they  would 
hare  Isesneed  to  build  prisouB.  One  of 
the  reasons  which  made  it  necessary  to 
btuld  prisons  in  Ireland  arose  from  the 
fsot  that  they  did  not  develop  the  re- 
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sources  of  the  country.  The  beet  thing 
for  the  QoTemmeut  to  do  was  to  spend 
some  of  the  money  wbioh  they  were 
DOW  spending  on  prisons  on  building 
harbours. 

Vote  agrui  to. 

(30.)  £16,000,  Snp^ementanr,  Dis- 
turn^ked  and  Main  Roads,  England 
and  Wales. 

(SI.)  £6.800,  Snpplementary,  Diplo- 
matic and  Consular  Buildings. 

Class  III.— Law  and  Justice. 

(32.)  £2.500,  Supplementary,  Re- 
vising Barristers,  England. 

(33.)  £5,700,  Supplementary,  FrisonB, 
Scotland. 

Class  T.— Foeeiom  and  Oolosial 

Seeviois. 
(34.)  £10,920,  Supplementary,  Colo- 
nies,  Qranta  in  Aid. 

Class  VII. — Miscellateoits. 
(35.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"ThktaiaiD,not  eicae<liDK£3£D,btgniit*d 
to  Hot  tiajeity.  to  difny  th«  ChiuKa  which 
will  comi  ID  couTM  of  payment  during  th*  jeax 
endinKonth*  31>t  da^  of  March  1886,  for  tha 
repaymant  to  the  Civil  Continsencia*  Fund  of 
cartain  Miacallanaoua  AdT&nM*. 

Ma.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  ha 
believed  that  this  Tote  included  a  snm 
of  £40,  in  view  of  the  expense  of  carry- 
ing a  distinguished  person  across  to  the 
Continent,  instead  of  bts  pacing  his  own 
fare,  as  be  oufcht  to  do.  He  had  always 
voted  against  Votes  of  this  sort,  and  he 
should  do  so  ogaiu.  He  had  made  these 
remarks;  but  he  understood  that  the 
bon.  Member  for  Northampton  (Mr. 
Laboucbere]  desired  to  speak  on  the 
question,  and  he  noticed  that  the  boo. 
Member  was  out  of  the  House  for  a 
moment  when  the  Vote  was  called  on. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE  said,  he  was 
very  muoh  obliged  to  the  hon.  Member, 
and  begged  to  move  to  reduce  the  Vote 
by  £40,  which  was  the  amount  of  the 
fare  of  H.E.H.  the  Duke  of  Cambridge 
between  Dover  and  Calais.  He  did  not 
know  that  there  was  any  national  ne- 
cessity for  His  Royal  Highness  to  go  to 
Calais  at  all.  He  was  not  aware  that 
there  was  any  portion  of  the  British 
Army  quartered  there.  He  could  under- 
stand that  in  the  case  of  the  Fnnce  of 
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Wales  it  might  be  a  proper  thing  to 
make  a  charge  such  as  this;  but  the 
Duke  of  Cambridge  vae  not  a  bou  of 
the  Crown.  He  was  only  the  grandson 
of  a  lifonarch  ;  and  the  Committee  knew 
that  there  vere  a  great  many  grandsons, 
and  if  they  were  to  go  on  paying  for  all 
of  them  in  this  way,  the  charge  for  fares 
from  one  place  to  another  would  be  some- 
thing phenomenal.  Why  did  he  want 
s  special  boat  7  Why  did  he  not  do  the 
same  as  any  other  ordinary  being,  get 
into  the  packet,  and  go  over,  and  get 
out  in  the  ordinary  way  when  he  got 
there?  It  was  like  a  man  going  into 
a  restaurant  to  dine,  and  engaging  the 
whole  restaurant.  He  supposed  that  he 
should  be  told  that  the  Queen  had  the 
right  of  taking  a  man-of-war  if  she 
liked.  Well,  they  had  been  told  that 
the  Grown  had  the  power  of  closing  the 
parks ;  but  it  was  said  at  the  time  that 
It  would  cost  three  Crowns  to  do  it.  He 
knew  that  there  were  abstract  rights  of 
that  sort ;  but  they  oould  never  be  exer- 
cised. Now,  this  was  a  Tery  thin 
House ;  but  he  wished  them  to  consider 
that  all  those  who  were  absent  agreed 
with  him,  [Cri«c/"No,  no!  "]  He 
believed  that  hon.  0«ntlemen  opposite 
agreed  with  him  Iq  their  hearts.  He 
objected  to  this,  because  the  working 
people  of  the  country  felt  very  strongly 
on  the  matter,  and  their  aGTections  were 
alienated  when  these  constant  attempte 
were  made  by  the  Government  to  put 
their  hand  in  the  publia  Treasury  for 
paltry  sums  of  this  sort.  He  begi 
to  move  the  reduction  of  the  V 
by  £40. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put, 

"Tbat  amm,  not  exceeding  ^10,  bagraotM 
t«  Hdt  Majeitf.  to  defray  Uie  Chugs  which 
will  come  ia  course  of  payment  durinft  the  year 
ending  on  the  3lit  day  of  Maruh  1886,  for  the 
repayment  to  the  Civil  Continprenciea  Fond  of 
certain  UisceUaneoiu  Advaacet." — (Jfr.  Laleu' 

The  Committee  dtvidtd:  —  Ayes  23  [ 
Noes  fiO:  Majority  37.  —  (Div.  List, 
No.  249.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  t». 

(36.)  £40,000,  BegislrationofVotera, 
England. 

(37.)  £6,600,  Begistration  of  Toters, 
Scotland. 

Besolutions  to  be  reported  To-morro 

Coromitteo  to  sit  again  Ta-morrotc. 
Mr,  Latouehere 


]00MM0N8{       Sevttm  (ye.  i)  SiB.  IM 


CUSTOMS    AND    INLAND  EEVENTTE 

(No.  2)  BILL. 

[Sir   Arthur    Otaay,    Mr.    ChanttUor   of    tU 

Exthiqittr,  Sir  Sinn/  SaUand.) 

[biu.  223,]      CattSIDBBATtOK. 

Bill,  as  amended,  contidtrtd, 

Mh.  W.  E.  FOBSTEE  said,  he  had 
an  Amendment  to  move,  in  page  8, 
Clause  20,  which,  though  deling  with 
a  small  amount,  was  of  great  import- 
ance, and  be  regretted  having  to  bring  it 
10  late  at  night.  The  case  was  a  strong 
;  and  he  must  make  a  corresponding 
appeal  to  the  right  hon.  Gentlemait  the 
Chancelloroftho  Exchequer  (Sir  Michael 
Hicks-Beach)  to  accept  it.  He  rose  to 
move  the  omission,  in  lines  37  to  39,  of 
the  words — 

"  Hars  the  meaning  aaaigned  to  it  hj'  Um 
Act  of  the  thirty- raurtli  and  thirty-fifth  yean 
of  Her  Majeity's  reign,  chapter  four,  and  ahall 

He  thought  that  few  hon.  Member* 
could  be  aware  what  those  words  im- 
ported ;  and  he,  for  one,  expressed  the 
hope  that  they  would  not  treat  the 
Goloiiies  in  the  way  they  were  proposed 
to  be  treated  by  tlus  Bill.  In  order  to 
see  what  was  Uie  meaningof  theworda 
he  wished  to  be  excluded,  it  would  h« 
necessary  to  refer  to  the  Act.  It  pro- 
vided that  the  term  foreign  aecuritj 
meant  and  included  every  security  for 
money  issued  by  or  on  behalf  of  aaj 
Foreign  or  Colonial  State,  Corporation, 
or  Government.  It  was,  he  said,  cer- 
tainly an  extraordinary  thing  that  we 
should  have  an  Act  of  Parliament  which 
defined  Colonial  GoTemments  to  be  lo- 
cluded  in  the  term  "Foreign  Govero- 
meiit."  Thoy  all  agreed  that  it  was  ut 
unfortunate  mode  of  levying  this  tax, 
and  that  it  ought  not  to  be  repeated  ia 
future.  His  objection  was  that  it  waa 
wrong  in  principle,  and,  besides  that, 
that  they  were  taxing  loans  made  to 
Colonial  Goveromente,  whereas  they  did 
not  tax  loans  made  to  the  Imperial  Go- 
vernment. He  thought  they  most  reallj 
look  upon  the  great  aelf-govenuii^ 
Colonies  as  being  is  partnenhip  with 
this  country,  and  say  that  the  louu 
made  for  the  purpose  of  developing  ths 
resaurces  of  their  common  country,  and 
its  defences  ought  not  to  be  taxed,  aaj 
more  than  were  Government  loans  in 
Great  Britain.  Take,  for  instance,  the 
defence  of  the  Auatralasiaa  ColoniM ; 
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it  would  BMm  almoit  monrtrons  that 
Viotoria  i^oold  be  obliged  to  boirov 
money  in  order  to  hare  her  share  in  the 
protection  of  the  £mpire  b;  naval  or 
other  means,  and  that  we  should  levy  a 
tax  on  auoh  loans.  It  was  quite  true 
tbat  the  amount  was  a  rerj  nnall  one ; 
but  the  question  came  op  indireotl; — he 
might  saj  almost  inadvertentlj.  The 
object  of  the  clanse  of  the  Act  was  is 
itself  a  very  good  one ;  it  was  that  de- 
bentures to  hearer  should  paj  as  much 
as  if  the;  were  not  made  out  to  bearer, 
and  ha  sapposed  that  the  chief  object 
which  the  late  and  the  present  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer  had  in  view  was 
that  debenture  bonds  of  railway  or  any 
oompanies  should  not  escape  equal 
taxation  because  they  were  not  made 
out  to  bearer,  as  they  were  very  often 
in  the  Colonies,  and,  to  some  extent,  in 
England.  There  was  no  stamp  on  the 
transfer  of  Imperial  Government  Stock, 
and  in  the  case  of  India  there  was  no 
tax  on  a  lai^  proportion  of  the  Debt — 
on  £<S2,000,000,  which  was  inscribed 
Stock ;  and  as  regarded  debentures  to 
bearer,  there  was  a  oomposition  so 
trifling  that  it  ooold  scarcely  be  con- 
ndered  a  tax  at  all.  In  his  opinion, 
they  ought  to  treat  the  loans  of  our 
great  ^ricultoral  Colonies  in  exactly 
the  same  manner  as  they  treated  Impe- 
rial loans,  or,  at  any  rate,  as  they  treated 
the  Indian  loans.  He  thought  no  one 
would  dispute  that  statement;  but,  as 
the  law  stood,  they  would  be  levying 
a  considerably  larger  tax  on  Coloni^ 
loans  than  upon  Indian  Stock.  The 
amount  in  question,  he  apprehended, 
was  very  sm^  indeed  ;  and  although  it 
would  be  rather  difficult  for  him  to  esti- 
mate it  in  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence, 
it  could,  no  doubt,  be  very  easily  done 
at  the  Treasury,  and  he  could  not  ima- 
gine that  it  would  make  much  difference 
to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in 
his  Budget.  But  a  very  considerable 
principle  was  involved  here;  and  its 
UDportanoe,  he  had  reason  to  believe, 
was  much  felt  by  the  Kepresentattves  of 
the  Ooloniee.  Certainly,  the  late  Go- 
vernment— and  he  almost  thought  the 
present  Government — had  been  waited 
on  by  a  deputation  from  the  Agent 
General  of  Victoria,  and  from  the  High 
Commissioners  of  Canada,  protesting 
against  this  tax,  which  was  contrary  to 
the  principle  we  were  more  and  men 
acknowledging,  of  looking  on  our  Colo- 
TOL.  CCC.    \TuaD  sebies.] 


nies  as  partners  with  ourselves  in  a  great 
Empire. 
Amendment  proposed, 
In  Clanoe  30,  V^K*  8,  tins  37,  to  leaTe  out 
from  the  word  "  wall  "  t«  the  word  "  ioolade," 
in  Une  39.— (Jfr.  W.  £.  Ftriltr.) 
"That 
t  stand  part  of  the 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUEB  (Sir  Michael  Hioks-Buch)  said, 
that  the  Amendment  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  moved  did  not,  as 
he  thought  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 


had  stated,  in  any  way  apply  to  Stock 
or  debentures  not   payable  to  be 
which  was  the  general  way  in  which  the 


)  bearer. 


great  self- governing  Colonies  issued 
their  loans.  The  Amendment  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  simply  applied  to 
bonds  to  bearer.  He  found  that,  out  of 
the  total  amount  of  Colonial  loans  issued 
in  London  during  the  last  four  years, 
only  about  £8,000,000  would  fall  under 
this  clause;  and,  therefore,  the  amount 
involved,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  stated,  was  comparatively  small. 
He  coufsMed,  however,  that  he  concurred 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  think- 
ing the  matter  one  of  considerable  im- 
portance in  point  of  sentiment.  No  more 
than  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  he 
like  the  idea  of  looking  on  our  Colonies 
in  the  light  of  Foreign  States ;  and  if, 
at  a  small  cost,  the  Government  could 
meet  the  wishes  of  the  Colonies  in  this 
matter,  they  would  be  glad  to  do  so. 
He  thought  there  was  force  in  the  con- 
tention or  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
Colonial  bonds  to  bearer  might  be  placed 
on  the  same  footing  as  Indian  bonds  of 
the  same  deecnption.  He  had  made 
inquiry  in  the  matter,  and  he  found, 
unfortunately,  that  the  duty  on  Indian 
bonds  was  a  subject  of  controversy  be- 
tween the  India  Office  and  the  Treasury 
which  had  not  yet  been  settled.  There- 
fore, what  he  proposed  was  not  to  accept 
the  Amendment,  which  would  not  only 
prevent  the  increase  of  the  tax  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  objected  to,  but  also  take 
away  the  2t.  6f^.  which  Colonial  bonds 
to  bearer  in  common  with  British  bonds 
paid,  but  to  allow  the  whole  matter  to 
stand  over  for  further  consideration  by 
inserting  a  clause  which  would  leave  the 
tax  of  2t.  ed.  on  bonds  to  bearer  as  it 
stood.  He  thought  that  was  a  fair 
offer,  and  he  hoped  it  would  meet  the 
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■entiment  with  regard  to  our  Coloniei   < 
which  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  held  in 

oommon  with  himself. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  mihdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed, 

Id  CliiuM  20,  pKgs  8,  line  37,  after  the  word 


"  ahall,"  iniert  the  vorda  "  not  include  Mcori- 
tiet  bv  or  on  beh&U  of  any  Colonial  Govern- 
loent/'— (Jfr.  ChanetllgT  ofthi  Exehtqutr.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inaerted." 

Mb.  W.  E.  FOBSTEB  eaid,  be  was 
obliged  to  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  for 
the  manner  in  which  he  had  met  his 
proposal,  which  he  had  no  doubt  would 
give  great  satisfaction  to  the  Colonies 
and  their  Bepreeentatives  in  this  coun- 
tiT ;  but,  in  accepting  tho  Amendment 
of  the  right  hon.  Geutlemau,  ho  must 
not  bo  understood  to  preclude  himself 
personally  from  fully  mooting  the  ques- 
tion. He  meant  that  his  contention  was 
that  Colonial  loans  ought  not  to  be 
taxed  any  more  than  Consols. 

Queetion  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Olauae,  as  amended,  cgritd  to. 

Clause  26  (Provision  for  further  se- 
curing  income  tax  on  foreign  and  colo- 
nial dividends). 

On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Ghasoellob  of 
the  EzcHEQUEK.  the  following  Amend- 
ments made :— In  page  11,  line  9,  after 
"warrants,"  insert  "for;"  in  line  9, 
after  "  exchange,"  insert  "  purporting 
to  be  drawn  or  made  in  payment  of ; " 
in  line  10,  leave  out  "for;"  and  in 
line  19,  at  end,  add— 

"  Provided,  That  this  section  dull  not  im- 
pose on  BDv  banker  or  other  person  the  obli- 
gation to  oiaelose  any  partiduara  r«UtisK  to 
the  aChirt  ol  any  person  on  whose  behalf  ha 
nay  be  acting." 

SiK  EDMUND  LEOHME&E  said,  he 
thought  there  would  be  great  dissatis- 
faction amongst  country  bankers  that 
there  should  be  finality  about  the  words 
"  not  exceeding  Zd."  It  was  hoped  that 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would 
have  offered  more  liberal  terms;  and  al- 
though those  words  were  adopted,  he 
trusted  there  might  be  some  possibility 
of  a  larger  amount  of  remuneration,  aay 
a  minimum  o{4d.,  being  allowed  under 
certain  oiroum stances. 

Sib  ROBERT  FOWLEfi  {Loan 
Matob)  said,  that  perhaps,  in  view  of 
the  position  in  which  the  Ghanoellor  of 
the  Exchequer  was  placed,  he  nas  justi- 
fied in  calling  upon  bankers  to  take  a 

3U  ChtmnOor  t/iht  Exeh^ftur 


eonsideiable  amount  of  tronble  in  tbla 
matter;  but  he  did  not  think  he  ougixt 
to  do  BO  without  making  the  remone- 
ration  adequate. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agrtti  to. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  To- 
morrow. 

PAELIAMENTABY  ELECTIONS  (EE- 

TDBHING  OFFICERS)  BILL.—{Buj,  es.j 

(Ifr.  Aatmtf  Oentral,  Sir  ClurUt  W.  Z>iU<.> 

couunTEE.    \^ogr»t  14(A  •'tily.] 

Bill  contidtnd  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Mb.  sexton  said,  that,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Monaghan  (Mr. 
Healj),  he  begged  to  move  the  following 
new  clause : — 
(BoroDgb  Kale  to  apply  to  oonntiei  in  Ireland.) 

"In  Ireland  the  scale  applicable  to  aboron^ 
in  the  Third  Sohodole  of  the  above  Aot  ihiJl 
apply  alio  to  counties,  and  the  scale  applicable 
to  a  '  county  or  district  of  a  contribntory  bo- 
rough '  shall  not  extend  to  Ireland." 

Clause  (Borough  scale  to  apply  to 
counties  in  Ireland,)— (ifr.  Staton,)— 
brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  piopoeed, 
"  That  the  said  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

The  ATTOENEY  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holues)  said,  he 
thought  that,  under  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  it  would  not  be  reasonable 
to  apply  this  to  Ireland.  He  should  be 
bound  to  oppose  it. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  dmdid:  —  Ayes  B; 
Noes  65  :  Majority  47.  —  (Div.  liet, 
No.  250.) 

Ms.  SEXTON  said,  he  now  begged 
to  move  the  following  clause  standing 
on  the  Paper  in  the  name  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  City  of 
Cork  (Mr.  Pamell)  :— 
((kale  for  coantiea  and  boroagha  in  Ireland.) 

"  In  Ireland  the  following  acals,  which  ahall 
apply  both  in  counties  and  boroughs,  shall  be 
iubstituted  from  and  niter  the  end  of  this  pre- 


Where  the  BeRriitered  Electors  do  not  ex- 
ceed 1,000,  £100; 

'Where  the  Begiitered  Electors  ezoesd 
4,000,  but  do  not  exoeed  7,000,  £300 ; 


,Coot;^lc 
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Vhtn  Qi»  Bc^itend  Etoeton  aioMd 
7,000,  bot  do  not  axoasd  10,000,  £250 ; 

Whar*  the  Regiiterad  Electon  «ice«d 
10,000,  but  do  not  eice«d  1S,000,  £300  ; 

Whers  th«  Rtai«tei«d  Electon  exceed 
£1£,000,  £100/' 

The  boa.  Uember  far  the  Ci^  of  Oork 
had,  to  his  (Ur.  Sexton's)  personal  know- 
ledge, girea  very  oloee  attention  to  this 
robject.  The  GoTemment  could  bitrdl; 
clftim  that  thej  had  giren  closer  atten- 
tion to  it ;  and  he,  therefore,  hoped  they 
would  accept  tt. 

Clanie  (Scale  for  oonntiea  and  bo- 
roQghs  in  Ireland,} — {Jfr.  S»xto%,) — 
irttfU  iQi,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Qaestion  proposed, 
"That  the  said  Clause  be  sow  read  a 
•econd  time," 

Tee  ATTOENET  GENERAL  iok 
ntELAKD  (Hr.  Holkes)  aaid,  he  could 
not  accept  the  clause. 

Question  pat. 

The  Oonunittae  dwid»d ;  —  Ajet  7; 
Koei  53:  Hajoritjr  4fi.  — (IXt,  List, 
No.  361.) 

Ub.  WABTON,  in  proposing  after 
Claaae  2  to  insert  the  following  clause : — 

"  Kotwithatanding  the  le&la  of  eht»M  Uid 
down  b  the  Pint  Schedule  of  the  FuUunen- 
luT  ElKtion*  (RatajmiDg  Officen)  Act,  1876, 
it  dull  be  lawfiil  in  eny  coantj  or  borough 
BxntitiieDcr  where  the  poll  ii  kept  open  to  aa 
liooT  Uter  than  4  p.m.  tor  the  Heturnin^  OfBoer 
to  ihti^  foar  ^^nineu  for  Mch  pnaiding  officer 
ud  thirtf  shiUuigi  for  each  clerk  >t  ■  polling 


mi,  he  earnestly  hoped  the  Government 
wonld  consider  this  clause,  becanae  he 
bad  the  deepest  senn  of  its  necessity. 
He  would  endeavour  to  make  his  argn- 
nent  in  anpport  of  it  at  once  as  clear 
udubrief  as  hecould,  Tfaeyallknew 
thtt  under  Claases  8  to  11  of  the  Cor- 
rapt  Practices  Act  any  candidate  who 
nutda  an  illegal  payment  was  liable  to 
lose  hia  election,  and  be  auspended  fora 
lang  time  troia  the  privilege  of  serving 
to  Parliament.  They  knew  that  an  ad- 
dition was  made  to  the  aeoond  part  of  the 
■at  Schedule —passed  by  a  narrow  majo- 
rity daring  the  dinner  hour — in  reference 
to  Betuming  Officers'  expenses.  For- 
merly, candidates  were  allowed  to  pay 
the  Eetnming  Officer's  charges;  but 
now,  H  they  paid  more  than  the  Be- 
tuming Officers  had  a  right  to  demand, 
they  were  chargeable  with  illegal  pay- 
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ment.  ne  (Ur.  Warton)  contended 
that  as  under  the  Hours  of  Polling  Act 
the  time  during  which  the  poll  remained 
open  bad  been  extended  from  8  to  12 
hours,  Beturuing  Officers  might  feei 
themselves  justified  in  their  own  oon- 
Bcieuoes  in  charging  more  than  they 
were  legally  entitled  to.  The  remune- 
ration for  the  Beturoing  Officer  under 
the  old  system  was  three  guineas,  and 
that  amonnt  had  not  been  changed ;  but 
it  seemed  to  him  (Hr,  Warton)  that  ii 
three  gnineaa  was  snffidaat  for  eight 
hours*  work,  four  guineas  would  not  be 
too  large  a  payment  for  12  hours'  work 
in  the  case  of  each  Betuming  Officer, 
and  that  if  £1  \t.  had  been  sufficient  for 
each  polling  clerk  under  the  old  state  of 
things  SOi.  was  not  too  much  under  the 
new.  They  must  all  have  known  cases 
where  it  was  difficult  for  the  scale  of 
allowance  to  Betuming  Officers  to  be 
strictly  adhered  to.  He  was  not  in  favour 
of  iacreaung  election  expenses,  though, 
taking  a  rough  and  hasty  view  of  the 
matter,  his  Amendment  would  seem  to 
be  an  attempt  to  do  so.  In  a  certain 
sense  it  would  increase  them,  because 
four  guineas  and  30«.  were  more  than 
three  guineas  and  one  guinea ;  but  he 
contended  that  these  increases  were  ex- 
pedient in  justice  to  the  Betuming  Offi- 
cers and  clerks,  and,  of  couree,  indirectly 
to  the  candidates,  whose  desire  it  would 
be  to  have  sufficiently-paid  and,  conse- 
quently, efficient  election  officers  ap- 
pointed. This  was  not  a  Party  question. 
It  was  one  in  which  they  were  all  per- 
sonally interested.  He  maintained  that, 
as  tho  Betuming  Officers  and  clerks 
would  have  longer  hours  to  serre,  the 
difficulty  of  returning  to  their  homea 
from  ontlyiog  districts  would  be  greatly 
increased,  and  that  in  cases  where  this 
led  to  larger  expenditure  on  the  part  of 
these  officials  the  candidates  might  be 
placed  in  the  difficult  position  of  being 
asked  \a  defray  that  increased  expendi- 
ture and  to  iUlow  more  than  was  per- 
mitted by  the  Oorrnpt  Practices  Act.  It 
would  be  hard  for  the  candidates  to  be 
obliged  to  refuse  such  appeals  and  to 
require  the  officials  to  pay  the  increased 
expenditure  out  of  their  own  pockets. 

New  Clause  :— 

(InnreoM  of  Beturniog  Officen'  charge*  in 


».) 


mentary    Electiona  (Retnnung   OlBcen)   Act, 
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lS7fi,'  it  ihall  ba  lawful  in  anj  oounty 
boroagh  conitituaccy  where  the  poll  is  kept 
open  to  an  hour  later  than  4  p.m.  for  the  Re- 
tarniog  Officer  to  charge  foai  guineas  for  eaoh 
prMidmg  officsr  and  thirty  ihillingi  far  each 
olaik  at  a  palling  station, "—(ifr.  IFarlon.) 
— brought  up,  and  rsad  the  firit  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  propoeed, 
"That  the  said  ClanBe  be  read  a  second 
time." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  {8u 
BlOHASD  Websteb)  said,  it  was  only 
right  the  Committee  aboiild  understand 
the  view  the  Government  took  in  this 
matter.  As  the  hon.  and  leatoed  Gen- 
tleman (Uj.  Warton)  had  implied,  this 
matter  was  of  considerable  importance. 
Both  he  himself,  and,  he  believed,  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Taunton  (Sir  Henry  James), 
bad  received  communications  from  Be- 
tnmiDff  Offioers  of  nearly  every  county 
ID  England  respecting  this  matter;  and 
he  could  not  help  thinking  that  there 
was  a  great  deal  in  the  case  made 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  (Mr, 
Warton).  In  the  first  place,  the  num- 
ber of  polling  places  would  be  largely 
increased  in  the  counties ;  in  the  next 
place,  the  hours  of  polling  were  ex- 
tended, the  result  being  that  it  would 
be  essential  that,  in  many  districts,  the 
presiding  officer  ahould  go  down  to  the 
polling  place  the  day  before  the  eleo- 
tion^speoiall;  in  places  where  railway 
communication  was  difficult.  The  ques- 
tion was  whether  or  not  these  officials 
should  themselves  beat  the  extra  cost 
of  discharging  their  duties.  No  one 
would  deny  that  in  the  altered  ciroum- 
stances  under  which  elections  would  take 
place,  one  day  more,  or  almost  one  day 
more,  than  had  hitherto  been  required 
would  be  found  necessary  in  many  oases. 
Then  they  must  bear  in  mind  the  im- 
portance of  keeping  up  to  its  pieeent 
standard  the  class  of  men  engaged  to 
perform  these  duties.  There  was  no 
question  that  men  would  be  got  at  the 
lower  scale  of  remuneration ;  but  he  did 
not  think  it  would  be  to  the  interest  of 
the  electors  of  the  country,  or  of  the 
House  itself,  that  a  olass  of  men  should 
be  emfdoyed  on  whom  less  reliance 
oould  be  placed  than  on  those  at  pre- 
sent appointed.  It  was,  to  a  certain 
extent,  a  oaodidate's  question  ;  because 
any  increase  of  these  payments  would 
have  to  be  paid  by  the  candidates.  It  was 
also  an  elector's  question ;  because  it  was 
Mr.  Warton 


not  desirable  that  anyone  should  be  em- 
ployed in  the  management  of  the  poll 
who  was  not  above  suspicion.  TToder 
these  circumstances,  he  considered  that 
the  best  course  for  him  to  take,  as  re- 
presenting the  Government,  would  be  to 
leave  the  matter  to  the  judgment  of  the 
Committee.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Taunton 
had,  he  knew,  received  a  deputation  on 
this  subject,  and  he  hoped  the  ri^ht 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  would  m- 
form  the  Committee  what  his  view  with 
regard  to  it  was  when  ho  was  in  Office. 
If  it  were  determined  to  inorease  the 
Returning  Officer's  fee&om  three  guineas 
to  four  guineas,  the  clerk's  fee  shonld 
also  be  increased ;  and  he  thoup^ht  the 
proposal  of  the  hon.  andlearned  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Bridport  to  make 
the  fee  30t.  instead  of  £1  li.  a  proposal 
which  might  vary  well  be  accepted. 

Sir  henry  JAMES  said,  he  also 
thought  that  was  a  question  which  migh  t 
be  very  well  left  to  tha  judgment  of 
the  Committee.  He  considered  it  use- 
less to  assert  a  principle  without  listen- 
ing to  the  very  fair  claims  which  might 
be  made  fer  deviation  from  that  prin- 
ciple. Heconfessed  that  there  had  been 
strong  arguments  adduced  to  him,  and 
very  moderately  put  forward,  not  for 
any  excessive  increase  in  thepaymentain 
connection  with  Parliamentary  elections, 
but  in  favour  of  an  increase  in  one  re- 
spect only.  As  far  as  the  borough  oon- 
stituencies  were  concerned,  he  had  re- 
ceived no  request  from  them ;  and,  al- 
though it  was  true  that  the  hours  would 
be  longer  in  their  caee,  he  did  not  think 
theaamedifficultiea  would  ariee  as  would 
be  found  to  exist  in  the  counties.  The 
payment  would  be  the  same  as  it  was  in 
the  case  of  School  Board  elections.  In  the 
counties,  however,  thecasewas different; 
for,  although  the  period  the  poll  re- 
mained open  was  the  same  as  in  School 
Board  elections,  by  the  addition  of  the 
four  hours  the  presiding  officer  would  in 
many  oases  be  compelled  to  take  charge 
of  the  ballot-boxes  during  the  night. 
He  would  have  to  take  charge  of  lum* 
self  and  the  ballot  boxes,  and  at  the 
time  the  poll  closed  might  often  find 
himself  unable  to  proceed  with  safety 
and  oonvenience  to  the  central  town 
where  the  votes  would  be  counted.  The 
ex  penae  of  remaining  wherehewasduring 
the  night  he  would  have  to  defray  him- 
self, and  the  question  was  whether  he 
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ought  not  to  receive  remnnaratioD  for  it. 
The  hon.  and  learned  OeDtleman  the  At- 
torney General  had  truly  remarked  that 
the  Sberiffe  would  be  able  to  get  some- 
one to  do  the  work  at  the  present  rate 
of  remnneration ;  but  they  would  be 
comparatively  uneducated  men.  He 
quite  admitted  that  the  question  was 
one  affecting  both  candidates  and  elec- 
tors. It  was  for  county  Membera  to  say 
whether  they  were  prepared  to  increase 
the  expense  of  elections  to  the  extent 
which  would  be  required  by  the  adop- 
tion of  the  proposed  new  clause,  for  the 
sake  of  securing;  tbe  serrices  of  the  same 
olaas  of  persona  as  those  they  obtained 
at  present  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
on  the  work  of  tbe  poll.  For  his  own 
part,  he  was  ioctined  to  think  that  a 
good  case  had  been  made  out  for  an  in- 
ereaae  in  the  rates  of  Temuneration  to 
presiding  officers  and  clerks  at  county 
elections.  Tbe  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber (Mr.  Warton)  applied  hia  Amend- 
'  a  borough  elections,  and  he  pro- 


ment  to  borough  eli 
posed  the  wor^^ 


I  p.m.  for  ths 
duirge  four  guineas,"  Ic 
This  would  apply  only  to  elections  which 
might  take  place  between  now  and  tbe 
General  Election,  and  it  seemed  to  him 
(Sir  Henry  Jamea)  that  it  would  be 
better  not  to  legislate  for  bye-elections 
in  thismanner.  Hewould  suggest  that 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  should 
alter  his  Amendment  so  as  to  follow  the 
form  of  the  Amendment  on  the  Paper 
in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Stafford  (Ur.  Salt),  which  was  follows:— 
"  Claim  2,  at  conmieiicanuit  of  CUnie,  in- 
iwi— 'Id  the  Fint  Schedule  to  "The  Porlia- 
mantny  I3«ctioiu  (BetnraiDg  Offioan)  Act, 
1876,"  the  earn  of  £6  6:  Od.  liiMil  b«  iiuerted 
for  the  ■Qin  of  £3  3j.  Oi.  for  each  prodding 
officer,  SDd  the  mm  ol  £1  2f.  Od.  for  tho  »taa 
al  £1  1*.  Od.  for  each  clerk  employed  >t  a, 
polling  station.' " 

It  was  with  some  reluctance  that  he 
said  it;  but  he  was  bound  to  say  he 
was,  on  tbe  whole,  in  favour  of  increas- 
ing the  ezpensea  of  elections  to  the  ex- 
tent he  hod  indicated. 

Mb.  salt  said,  he  was  unable  to 
more  his  Amendment  heoausa  they  had 
got  bOTond  it ;  but  if  tbe  hon.  and 
Morned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Bridport  (Mr.  Warton)  wonid  take 
charge  of  it  on  Beport,  he  should  be 
e^  to  hand  it  over  to  him. 


Mr.  WHITLEY  said,  he  was  eony 
to  hear  the  remarks  of  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  (Sir  Henry 
James)  as  to  boroughs,  because  he 
could  assure  him  that  the  same  diffi- 
culty existed  in  them  as  had  been  re. 
ferred  to  in  connection  with  counties. 
The  Town  Clerk  of  Liverpool  felt  great 
difficulty  in  this  matter  in  consequence 
of  the  extension  of  the  hours  of  polling. 
No  doubt,  the  work  would  be  easy,  if  it 
were  not  for  tbe  duty  of  taking  charge 
of  tbe  ballot  boxes  at  night.  The  poU- 
ing  places  would  be  the  same,  ana  tbe 
work  wonld  be  the  same ;  but  the  diffi- 
culties would  be  greatly  increased. 
Where  60  presiding  officers  were  re- 
quired in  large  boroughs,  difficulty  was 
experienced  in  getting  respectable  men 
to  perform  the  duties,  and  that  difficulty 
would  now  be  increased.  In  past  years 
the  duties  had  been  well  performed, 
because  it  had  not  been  difficult  to  get 
solicitors  and  gentlemen  of  a  Lke  posi- 
tion to  act ;  but  he  was  told  that  solici- 
tors declined  to  accept  the  duties  in 
future  for  the  remuneration  proposed. 
They  would  have  to  look  forward,  there- 
fore, to  getting  a  lower  class  of  official, 
and  if  ^ey  did  they  oould  not  expect 
elections  to  be  conducted  in  as  satlBiao- 
tory  a  manner  as  they  should  be.  In 
his  opinion,  the  Amendment  should 
apply  equally  to  boroughs  as  to  coun- 
ties. 

Mb.  WAIITON  said,  ha  agreed  with 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Taunton  (Sir  Henry 
James]  as  to  the  desirability  of  leaving 
out  of  his  Amendment  the  words 
"  where  the  poll  is  kept  open  to  an 
hour  later  than  4  f.k."  No  doubt,  it 
was  unnecessary  to  provide  for  elections 
which  might  occur  before  the  next  Ge- 
neral Election.  He  knew  that  in  certain 
cases  candidates  bad  had  to  provide  for 
the  payment  to  the  presidiag  officers  of 
sums  greater  than  were  allowed  by  law ; 
and  he  knew  that  in  these  cases,  unlets 
this  course  had  been  adopted,  theelections 
could  not  hare  been  properly  worked. 
He  did  not  know  whether  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  in  giving 
preference  to  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Staf- 
ford (Mr.  Salt),  which  oould  not  be 
moved  now,  bad  intended  to  convej 
that  he  was  in  favour  of  a  rather  higher 
scale  of  payment  to  presiding  officers 
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and  clerkB  than  he  (Mr.  Warton)  had 
propOBed.     The  Amendment  said — 

••  Tha  aam  of  £B  6t.  OJ.  abnil  bo  iiuut«d  lor 
tba  aam  of  £3  3>.  Cd.  far  each  preaiding  oSoar, 
and  the  lum  of  £2  2t.  nd.  for  ths  Bum  of 
£1  U.  Od.  for  sach  clerk  employad  at  a  polling 

whereas  the  amounts  he  bad  proposed 
were  £4  i$.  and  £1  lOt.  respeatiTelj. 

8m  HENBY  JAMES  aaid,  that 
several  deputations  had  waited  upon 
him;  bat  they  had  all  come  from  the 
conutiea.  He  should  be  glad  to  ask  the 
Attorne;  Qeneial  whether  he  had  re- 
ceived an;  representations  from  bo- 
roughs ? 

The  attorney  GENEBAl  (Sir 
BiCHA&o  Wesstss):  I  have  received 
no  repreeentatione  whatever  from  bo- 
roughs. 

Mb.  HICES  said,  he  should  like  to 
know  exactly  the  position  in  which  they 
stood  in  rei^ard  to  this  matter.  Ah  he  had 
understood  it,  the  question  before  them 
was  the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Bridport  (Mr.  Warton),  with  theomiBsion 
of  the  reference  to  4  o'clock.  He  bad 
understood  that  Amendment  to  be  aa- 
sented  to  by  the  hon.  and  learned  At- 
torney General  on  behalf  of  the  Qovera- 
ment,  and  by  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  late  Attorney  General. 
If  that  were  eo,  surely  it  was  not  neces- 
sary to  detain  the  Committee  with  one 
word  more. 

The  UHAIKMAN  :  The  Question  be- 
fore the  Committee  is  that  the  clause  be 
read  a  second  time. 

Mu.  SEXTON  said,  be  was  at  a  loss 
to  understand  the  arguments  in  favour 
of  the  clause.  He  did  not  know  whether 
any  considerable  representations  had 
been  made  by  these  presiding  officers 
and  clerks  in  England  on  the  subject; 
but,  oettainly,  it  was  the  opinion  in  Ire- 
land that  ofBcials  of  this  kind  were  paid 
well  enough.  A  great  many  people,  in 
fact,  thought  they  were  paid  very  well 
indeed.  As  to  respect  ability,  he  did  not 
think  the  extra  guinea  a-day  would 
make  any  difference  at  all  in  the  class 
of  official  who  would  be  secured.  The 
longest  time  the  poll  could  remain  open 
was  12  hours,  and  that  was  the  working 
day  of  men  of  all  ranks.  He  did  not 
think  any  diffioalty  would  be  experi- 
enced in  getting  fitting  Hetuming  0&- 
oera  at  £3  3f. ;  in  fact,  he  was  sure  very 
respectable  men  oould  be  obtained  for 


that  amount.  When  counties  were  un- 
divided, constituencies  and  large  dis- 
tricts had  to  ba  traversed  by  the  pre- 
siding officers — when  some  of  them  bmA 
to  go  to  the  polling  place  the  day  before 
the  election,  and  take  charge  of  the 
ballot  boxes  until  the  day  after — there 
might  have  been  some  argument  in 
favour  of  increased  fees ;  but  now  that 
the  counties  were  split  up  into  districts 
the  areas  would  be  much  smaller,  and 
these  diffloultiee  would  not  exist  From 
the  indioations  given  by  the  two  Front 
Benches,  he  be^ed  to  move  that  the 
Chairman  report  Progress. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "That 
the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again," — (Jfr.  S*xton,) 
—put,  and  negatived. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agrted  U. 

Sa  HENBY  JAMES  said,  he  would 
now  move  to  leave  out  of  the  clause 
the  words  "or  borough."  Being  a  bo- 
rough Member  himself,  it  would  not, 
he  thought,  be  considered  that  he  was 
proposing  anything  unfair  to  the  bo- 
roughs. The  only  reason  ho  had  for 
moving  the  Amendment  was  that  the 
boroughs  had  not  asked  for  the  change, 
and  that  in  their  case  the  presiding 
officers  and  clerks  would  not  have  to 
face  the  same  diCQoulties  in  the  mat- 
ter of  travelling  as  would  have  to 
be  faced  by  their  brethieD  in  the  oonn- 
tiee. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  line  3,  to 
leave  out  the  words  "or  borough."— (^w* 
Jitnrn  Jamit.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 

Sroposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
iause." 

Kb.  WABTON  said,  he  wished  to 
make  one  remark  about  this.  Thej 
were  supposed  to  be  fallowing  the  law 
in  all  save  the  amount  of  the  fees. 
Well,  in  the  Act  regulating  these  pay- 
ments there  was  no  distinction  made 
between  oounties  and  boroughs ;  and  aa 
for  the  argument  that  greater  dis- 
tances would  have  to  be  travelled  in 
counties  than  in  boroughs,  that  was  an 
argument  which  could  have  been  quite  as 
well  used  in  1870  as  now,  but  evidently 
it  had  not  been — or,  if  it  had,  it  had 
been  without  effect.  No  representation 
had  been  made  on  this  subject  by  those 
who  bad  hitherto  acted  aa  Betomisg 
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1  the  borougha,  for  the  reaaon 
that  they  did  not  intend  to  oiTer  them- 
■alve*  for  the  appoiotmenta  in  the  future. 
Grvat    difficulty  had  already  been  ez- 

r'enced  in  getting  respectable  men  to 
the  work  at  the  fees  given,  and  if 
this  Amendment  were  agreed  to  that 
difficulty  would  be  greatly  enhanced. 

Thb  ATTOENEY  GEKEEAL  (Sir 
BicHAmn  WKsaTEK)  eaid,  that,  in  the 
Teprca ontation b  which  had  been  made  to 
him,  one  of  the  principal  grounds  for 
dsmanding  theee  increased  fees  had  been 
tiiAt  it  would  be  neceasar;  for  the  offi- 
oiAla,  in  mauy  cases,  to  go  to  the  polling 
places  the  day  before  the  election  in 
order  to  be  present  at  8  o'clock,  when 
the  poll  opened,  and  that  it  would  be 
necenaxy  for  them  to  wait  until  the 
morning  following  the  polling  day  to 
T«tam  to  the  central  town  %Titb  the 
b&Uot  bozee.  That  argument  oould  not 
be  said  to  apply  to  the  ooroi^hs. 

Ma.  "WHITLEY  said,  that  if  the 
Amendment  were  carried  it  would 
cause  grave  distatisfactioD.  It  was  very 
difficult  in  large  oonstituenctes  to  get 
the  right  men  to  preside  at  the  polling 
■tationa  ;  and  in  the  future  it  would  be 
inpouibla  if  they  were  not  to  be  pro- 
p«dy  paid.  He  trusted  that  those  who 
were  anzioue  to  hare  elections  properly 
ccmducted  vould  rote  for  the  clause  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Oentleroan  the 
Ifember  for  Bridport  (Mr.  Woiton)  in 
its  entirety. 
Queation  put. 

The  Committee  ditidtd: — Ayea  8; 
Noes  £4:  Majority  46.— (Dir.  List, 
Ko.  252.) 

Mb.  sexton  :  I  beg  to  move,  after 
the  word  "constituency,"  in  line  3,  to 
add  the  words  "in  England." 

Me.  WABTON  :  Tou  mean  "  Great 
Britain."  . 

Amendment  proposed,  in  line  3,  aftei 
the  word  "constituency,"  to-  add  tht 
vords  "in  England." — (3fr.  Sexton.) 

Questioa  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Ms.  TOMLINSON :  If  we  pass  this 
Amendment  we  shall  ezclade  Scotland  as 
well  as  Ireland. 

8iK  HENBT  JAMES  said,  the  ori- 
ginal Act  of  1875  did  not  apply  to  Scot- 
land at  all,  therefore  they  need  not 
shrink  fromezclndingScotland.  Asthere 
were  some  hon.  Members  anxious  to  see 
the  distinction  clearly  drawn,  it  would 
bswalltopatinthewords  "iaEngland." 
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Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Sib  HENBT  JAMES :  I  now  move 
to  omit  the  words  "where  the  poll  is 
kept  Open  to  an  hour  later  than  4  p.m." 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  lines  3  snd  4,  to  leave  oat  the  words 
"  where  the  poll  U  kept  open  to  an  haul  later 
than  4  p.m." — (iSi>  Mtnrg  Jama.) 

Question,  "  That  the  words  proposed 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Clause," 
put,  and  negatived. 

Words  Uft  out  accordingly. 

Mb.  WABTON  said,  he  had  another 
Amendment  to  move,  which,  not  knowing 
that  the  Bill  was  ooming  on  to-night,  he 
had  been  unable  to  put  upon  the  Paper. 
It  was  a  clause  to  enable  the  Betumiog 
Officer,  provided  he  did  not  exceed  the 
legal  maximum  for  the  Betuming  Offi- 
cer's charges,  to  apportion  them  as  cir- 
cumstances might  render  desirable.  If 
this  were  agreed  to,  the  Betnming 
Officer  might  spend  a  little  more  on  one 
item — on  the  poll  book,  clerks,  legal  ad- 
vice, and  so  on — and  a  little  less  on  an- 
other. It  seemed  only  fair  to  extend  to 
the  Betuming  Officer  the  principle 
adopted  in  the  case  of  the  candidate, 
who  had  certain  charges  to  pay — in  re- 
spect of  poll  clerks,  agents,  printing, 
committee  rooms,  and  so  forth — and  was 
allowed  a  maximum  sum  for  the  pur- 
pose to  he  apportioned  as  seemed  de- 
sirable. 

New  Clause  (Apportionment  of  Be- 
turning  Officer's  Charges,) — (Jfr.  War- 
ton,)—-irought  up,  and  read  the  first 
time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause  be  read  the  second 
time." 

Sm  HENBY  JAMES  said,  he  had 
been  going  to  make  the  request  that 
the  clause  should  be  postponed  to  the 
Bepott  stage.  That  was  when  he  had 
not  understood  the  proposal ;  but  now 
that  he  did  understand  it  he  most 
strenuously  objected  to  it.  A  Betuming 
Officer  might,  if  the  clause  were  agreed 
to,  cut  down  all  other  expenses  but  hia 
own  remuneration — for  mstance,  erect 
insufficient  polling  places,  or  under-pay 
his  assistants,  and  then  keep  the  balance 
himself.  No  proposition  could  well  be 
more  objectionable. 

Mb.  WABTON:  I  withdraw  the 
clause. 

Clause,  by  leave,  uithdrawn.     >og[c 
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Mh.  J.  B.BALFOUR:  I  beg  to  move 
the  following  Amendment : — 

"  Schedule. 
Scale  of  paj-ment  to  deput7  retunung  officers. 

"  (1 .)  At  a  contested  elccLion.  For  eTery  thou- 
aand  or  part  of  a  thousand  electora  in  the  oon- 
■tituency,  £1  IOj. 

''  (2  )  At  an  uncantestcd  election.  For  every 
thousand  or  part  of  a  IhoQsaDd  electors, 
10»." 

This  is  Bup pie mentar J  to  certain  Amend- 
ments  made  the  other  daj. 

Amendment  agretd  to. 

Mk.  sexton  :  I  wish  to  move  thi" 
Amendment  for  my  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  the  Member  for  Monaghan  (Mi 
Healj).  In  Preamble,  page  1,  lioe  11 
after  "  amount,"  add  "  and  otherwise  to 
amend  the  above  Act." 

Queetion,  "  That  those  vords  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  cgrttd  to. 

The  CHAIRMAN  t  The  Qaeation  ie, 
"That  IronoitthisBill,  ae  amended,  to 
the  HooBO." 

Mb.  WAETON  :  Before  the  Bill  is 
reported,  I  wish  to  ask  whether  it  will 
be  reprinted  before  the  next  stage  is 
taken?  A  great  manf  Amendments  hare 
been  made  in  it." 

Thr  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
RiOBABD  Webbteb)  ;  Agreed. 

Bill  reparttd ;  bb  amended,  to  be  con- 
eidered  upon  Wtdneiday,  and  to  be 
printed.     [Bill  251.] 

EVIDENCE    BY    COMMISSION    BILL. 

{Jfr.  Attomty  Gtneral,  Lord  SanJoIpi 

ChurehiU,  Mr.  Sterelarg  Stanlty.) 

[bill  238.]     OOUMIITEE, 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONTJOE  said,  he 
wished  to  know  what  was  meant  by  the 
title  of  this  Bill?  There  was  a  reference 
in  the  title  to  "India  and  the  Co- 
loniea;"  but  there  was  no  allusion 
whatever  to  India  in  the  body  of  the 
Bill  itself,  which  was  unlimited  in  its 
scope. 

Sir  FARRER  HERSOHELL  said, 
the  explanation  was  that  it  was  only  in 
India  and  the  Colonies  that  evidence 
oould  be  taken  by  ComnuBsion. 

Bill  eomidertd  in  Oommittee,  and  re- 
pmrtti,  without  Amendment;  read  the 
third  time,  and  pautd. 


LUNACY    ACTS    AMENDMENT     BILL. 

[Mr  Arthur  Balfour,  Mr.  Slumrt-WartUt.) 

[bill  244.]      BBOOHS  SEADCfO. 

Order  for  Second  Heading  read. 

Sm  FASSER  HERSGHELL  said, 
be  should  like  to  know  what  the  Bill 
was? 

Thk  PRESIDENT  of  ths  LOCAL 
aOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour)  said,  it  was  to  enable  the 
masters  of  workhouses  to  take  in 
lunatics,  who  had  been  wandering  about 
the  streets,  for  a  short  time. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  eommitUd 
for  To-morrow. 

SEA   FISHERIES   (SCOTLAND)  AMEND- 
MENT BILL  [i«ri(.].— [Bill  2fi0.] 
8E00XD  BEADCTa. 

Order  for  Seoond  Reading  read. 

Sir  ALEXANDER  GORDON  said, 
he  wished  to  pointout  tothe  House  that 
this  Bill  had  only  been  delivered  that 
morning.  It  was  a  Bill  of  great  im- 
portance, and  some  of  its  provisions  were 
of  a  very  arbitrary  character.  It  en- 
abled the  Fishery  Board  to  prohibit 
fishing  altogether  under  certain  cinium- 
stances;  hut  it  contained  no  provision 
for  those  men  whose  means  of  livelihood 
might  be  taken  away.  The  Committee, 
who  had  recommended  the  Bill,  had 
gone  altogetheroutside  the  limit  of  their 
mguiry,  end  had  sent  in  a  very  able 
Report  in  favour  of  trawling;  but  there 
was  no  doubt  whatever  that  there  was  a 
great  wish  amongst  the  fishermen  that 
trawl  fishing  in  territorial  waters  shonld 
'  I  limited.    He  thought  it  was  very 

iproper  that  the  Bill  should  be  taken 
that  night,  when  there  had  been  no 
opgortunity  of  putting  down  an  opposi- 
tion to  it. 

Tub  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfouh)  said,  he  hoped  that  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  would  not  press 
his  opposition  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  measure  being  taken  that  night.  It 
was  true  that  this  Bill  now  came  before 
the  House  for  the  first  time ;  but  it  had 
been  before  the  House  of  Lords  for  a 
considerable  period,  and  in  that  way  it 
had  been  before  the  fishing  community, 
and  it  was  practically  a  refiex  of  the 
general  view  on  the  subject  of  fishing. 
He  waa  quite  awora  that  there  might 

r,,     i.C 
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he  some  oj)po9itioa  to  some  particular 

Eronsions  in  tb«  Bill;  but  that  could 
9  gone  into  wben  the  measure  got  into 
Committee.  It  would  bs  a  g^eat 
fortane  if  the  Bill  was  not  advanc 
Btage  now,  for  if  it  were  not  it  migbt 
not  be  poseibla  to  proceed  further  with 
it  nntil  nest  Session. 

Mb.HA£JOKIBANES  said,  hewonld 
point  ont  that  he  was  a  Uember  of  the 
Committee  referred  to,  and  could  say 
that  the  Bill  fully  carried  out  their  re- 
comsiandations  with  regard  to  steam 
travling  on  the  East  Coast  of  Scotland. 
It  waa  proved  before  the  Committee 
that  this  trawling  did  a  great  deal  of 
dsmsge  to  the  nets  of  the  fiahermei), 
and  this  BUI  would  do  a  great  deal  of 
Mod  in  proTenting  such  damage.  He 
hoped  that  the  present  Goverameiit 
Toold  be  able  to  replace  some  of  the 
promoDS  which  had  been  inserted  b^ 
the  late  Government.  He  thought  it 
mi^t  be  well  to  give  the  Oommandere 
of  Her  Majesty's  Fleet  some  authority 
in  the  matter  of  seeing  that  the  regnla- 
tions  with  regard  to  trawling  were  car- 
ried ont 

The  secretary  to  the  BOAHD 
OF  TRADE  (Baron  Hkxbt  De  Wouis) 
Mid,  he  did  not  propose  to  go  into  the 
details  of  the  Bill  at  that  late  hour; 
bal  he  hoped  that  the  bon.  and  gallant 
Uamber  would  not  insist  on  his  oppoai- 
tion.  All  the  points  he  had  raised  could 
be  taken  in  Committee,  and  he  [Baron 
Henry  De  Worms)  thought  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  would  find  that  the 
Bill,  instead  of  doing  harm,  would  be 
eioeediogly  benettdal  to  the  fiahermen. 
If  he  had  had  time  he  could  have  con- 
nosed  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
thatthat  wasso.  He  would  point  out 
alan  that  the  Bill  was  printed  on  Satur- 
day. He  hoped  it  would  be  allowed  to 
go  through. 

Mb.  WILLIAMSON  said,  he  also 
denred  to  see  the  Bill  read  a  second 
time.  It  might  be  amended  in  Com- 
|iuttee ;  but,  on  the  whole,  he  regarded 
it  SB  an  honest  effort  to  carry  out  the 
Tecommendatione  of  the  Trawling  Com- 
mittee. His  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
(Sir  Alexander  Gordon)  was  afraid  that 
the  Fishery  Board  would  have  an  abso- 
lute authority ;  but  he  would  point  out 
that  all  the  bye-laws  they  framed  had 
to  re^ve  the  sanction  of  the  Home 
Secretaiy  before  they  could  coma  into 
force. 
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SiK  ALEXANDER  GOHDON  said, 
he  would  not  oppose  the  second  reading 
now  ;  but  he  would  give  Notice  that, 
on  going  into  Committee  on  the  Bill,  he 
would  move  a  Hesolution  declaring  that 
no  settlement  of  the  queetioo  cotud  be 
satisfaotory  that  did  not  make  some  fur- 
ther provision  in  regard  to  fishing  in 
territorial  waters. 

Bill  read  a  second  time  and  eemmiU*d 
for  Ta-mtirrotc. 

PATENT  LAW  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

{Sir  Farrtr  SmeMI,  Mr.  Sulmi.) 

[bill  240.]     OOlOnTTBE. 

Bill  earuidtrti  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clauses  1  to  3,  inclusive,  agrtti  to. 

Clause  4  (Specification a,  &o.  not  to 
be  published  unless  appEcation  ao- 
oepted). 

Mk.  TOMLINSON  said,  he  had  no 
observation  to  make  as  to  the  clause ; 
but  he  thought  Progress  should  be  re- 
ported before  the  clause  was  agreed  to, 
because  he  expected  that  he  or  some 
other  Member  might  have  an  additioual 
clause  to  move. 

Sib  FABBEB  HERBCHELL  said, 
he  had  no  objection  to  reporting  Pro- 
gress. 

Clause  agrud  to. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  To-morrote. 

PRETENTION  OF  CRIMES  AMENDMENT 

BILL  [£or<b].— [Bill  »3.] 

[Mr.  TomlintoH.) 

camuTTZB. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON,  in  moving  "That 
Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair," 
said,  tbat  the  object  of  the  Bill  was  to 
give  to  the  magistrates  a  summary  juris- 
diction in  charges  of  obstructing  the 
police  in  the  execution  of  their  duty. 
Assaults  on  the  police  could  already  be 
summarily  dealt  with,  and  be  thought 
that  the  enactment  should  be  extended 
to  obetructing  them.  At  present  the 
Summary  Jurisdiction  Act  dealt  with 
the  greater  oSence,  but  did  not  touch 
the  minor  one,  and  cases  coming  under 
the  latter  were  necessarily  sent  to  the 
Quarter  Sessions.  ^ 

>y  Google 


2tl  Arm]/ — GUtteoru 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  Ur.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Oboir."— (ifr.  Tomlinten.) 

Hb.  HOPWOOD  said,  it  was  far  too 
late  to  dieoass  this  matter.  He  had  a 
great  deal  to  sa;  with  regard  to  it, 
^erefore  he  begged  to  move  the  ad- 
journment of  the  debate. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." 
— (Mr.  Hopteood.) 

The  TINDEE  8ECEBTARY  op 
STATE  TOB  THE  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT (Mr.  SruABT-WoKTiEY)  said, 
that  although  there  was  not  much  to  be 
Eaid  against  the  Bill,  there  vas  not 
much  to  be  said  in  its  favour.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  ooneent  to  adjourn  the 
debate. 

Question  put,  and  agretd  to. 

Debate  adjmmti  till  To-morroa. 

BECHETAET  FOE  8C0TUND  [SlUlBlEa], 
Committse  to  connder  of  BUthorudng  the 
payment,  out  of  DiomeB  to  be  provided  by  Par. 
liament,  of  the  salary  of  a  Swretary  for  Scot- 
land, and  of  any  olGcials  who  may  be  appointed 
voder  the  pioviBions  of  any  Act  of  the  present 
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Committee  to  connder  the  Savings  and  Defl- 
nenciee  upon  the  Grants  for  Navy  and  Army 
Sarrices  in  the  year  ended  on  the  3lBt  day  of 
Uarch  18S4,  and  the  temporary  lanction  ob- 
luned  from  the  Treaamy  by  the  Navy  and 
Army  Departments  to  Expenditure  not  provided 
for  in  the  Qrants  for  that  year,  To-mamui. 

Ordend,  That  the  AppropriatioD  Acoonnts 
for  the  Navy  and  Army  Departments,  which 
wen  presented  upon  the  i3nt  day  ot  Febmaiy 
last,  be  referred  to  the  CommittM. 


HOUSE     OF     LOEDS, 
7W«<%,  2ith  July,  1885. 


MlNDTES-l-pTBiic  Bills— Kr.*  SMdiiif- 
Evidence  by  CommiisiOD*  (212);  PlowK- 
ties*  (313):  Poor  Law  Vnioni'  Officen 
(IreUuid)>(214). 

Sttend  Eteding  —  Women's  Euffrage  (27], 
ntgativtd;  Medical  Relief  DisqualiEcatian 
Bemoval  (207);  Bankruptcy  (Office  Ao- 
'"     '•(IBl). 
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Miiitary  Pruoti. 


(199-i;lB). 

ommittH— Report— VoA  Office  Site*  *  (181). 
Stport—VjailAota   of  Mar  Restitution  *  (107- 

217] :  FubUo  Health  (Members  and  Officen)  * 

(IM). 
Third   fietiifijv— Cholera  Hospitals  (Ireland)  • 

(182);   Shannon  Navigation*   (184);  Polo- 

hamptou   Estates*  (183);  National   Debt*  ; 

School  Boards*  (200) ;  ^Exchequer  and  Tn&- 

•nry  Bills*;    Gieenwlch  Hospital*    (201  >, 

aodjtiHHtf. 

NEW  PEEB. 
Sir  Bobert  James  Loyd  -  lindsay, 
K.C.S.,  Y.C.,  having;  been  created 
BaroQ  Wantage  of  Lockinge  in  the 
county  of  Berks — Was  (in  the  usual 
manner)  introduced. 

AEMT-GLENCORSE  MJLITAHT 
PEISON. 

QUBSTIOH.      OBBEBTATIONS. 

The  Mabqubss  of  LOTHIAN  said,  he 
rose  to  ask  a  Qaestion  of  the  noble  Vis- 
count the  Under  Secretary  tor  War 
about  the  military  prison  of  Qlencorae, 
the  condition  of  which  he  ventured  two 
years  ago  to  bring  to  the  attention  of 
their  Lordships.  This  prison  was  built 
about  100  years  ago  for  the  reception 
of  French  prisoners  taken  during  the 
war  with  France,  and  was  constructed 
entirely  of  wood,  except  the  stone  stair- 
oaae  in  the  centre  wMoh  oonneoted  the 
two  wings,  and  the  wood  was  tarred 
over.  It  was  nothing  more  nor  less 
than  a  fire  trap.  A  prisoner  within  it 
onoe  set  fire  to  hie  clothing,  and  if  the 
fire  had  spread  not  a  single  person  in 
the  prison  would  have  escaped.  His 
firm  oonviotion  was  that  if  the  building 
should  take  fire,  aa  it  might  do  at  any 
moment,  not  a  soul  in  it  woold  escape. 
The  prison  was  admirably  conducted, 
and  he  was  convinced  that  in  the  event 
of  a  fire  the  warders  would  do  all  in 
tbeix  power  to  get  the  prisoners  out, 
and  would  fall  victims  lo  their  sense  of 
duty.  He  wanted  to  know  what  were 
the  intentions  of  the  Government  with 
respect  to  the  prison  ? 

TheUNDEE  SE(DEETAEYofSTATE 
FOB  WAE  (Viscount  Biibt),  in  reply, 
said,  that  this  was  a  very  important 
matter.  The  facts  as  stated  by  the 
noble  Marquess  were  perfectly  correct. 
The  prison  was  built  of  wood  at  the 
beginning  of  the  present  century,  or  at 
the  end  of  the  last  centmy,  for  the  re- 
oeption  of  XVe&oh  prisoners.     It  had 
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requirM  tha   insertion  in  the  Bill  of  pro- 

Tiaioiu  forfeiting  in  cartain  oantingenciM  to 
the  Crown  money  il«po>it«il  tinder  the  Standing 
Orden,  be  diipenaed  with."  —  (TM*  Lonf 
Ftnlry.) 

Uotioo  agretd  U. 

A  further  amendment  made  to  the 
BiU. 
BiUpoutfi,  aad  eent  to  the  Oommoiu. 
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contiQaed  from  year  to  year,  and  there        Uotion  agrnd  to ;  Bill  read  3*  accord- 
waa  no  doubt  that  it  was  now  absolutely   log);,  vith  the  amendmeata. 
unsafe.     The  Military  Authorities  did       ^ben  it  was  m^ei. 
not  considw  thst  it  would  he  desirable       ..  , 

to  retain  the  prisoners  in  the  huildine    .-  .-..    .s—  !-  ?t-  «■„  _.  — 

any  longer  than  could  be  helped,  and 
they  were  as  anxious  as  anybody  else 
to  get  them  out  of  this  very  dangerous 
position.  The  noble  Marquess  might 
therefore  oonslder  that  the  prison  was 
oondenmed,  and  that  as  soon  as  room 
could  be  found  elsewhere  the  prisoners 
would  be  removed  from  their  present 
quarters.  The  neoessaiy  arrangement* 
wonld  be  made  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
the  prison  would  be  a  thing  of  the  past. 

EGYPT    (FINANCE)  —  THE    INTEBNA- 

TIOKAL  LOAN  OF  jE9.00«,000. 

QUESnOIT. 

Eahl  GBANYILLE:  I  wish  to  ask 
the  noble  Marquess,  Whether  he  is  able 
to  confirm  the  report  that  the  Egyptian 
FinBDcial  Loan  has  bean  praolicallj 
settled?  I  shall  hear  that,  not  with 
surprise,  bei^tuse  it  would  be  quite  im- 
possible that  the  great  statesmen  who 
conduct  the  affairs  of  European  ooun- 
tries  ehould  have  raised  any  uuneoessary 
objections  to  an  arrangement,  or  the 
momnlgation  of  on  arrangement,  that 
has  taken  so  much  time  to  complete; 
bat,  at  the  same  time,  if  it  is  finished  it 
will  be  a  matter  of  the  greatest  possible 
jdeaonre  and  congratulation  both  in  this 
ocmntry  and  in  I^ypt. 

The  Marouebs  as  8ALI8BUEY :  The 
noble  Earl  is  quite  correct.  The  I^yp- 
tian  Loan  is  being  issued  at  this  moment 
with  the  consent  of  all  the  Powers.  I 
entirely  agree  with  the  noble  Earl  that 
as  matters  stand  it  was  becoming  a 
matter  of  the  greatest  importance  to 
^ypt  that  the  loan  should  issue.  I  am 
very  glad  it  is  issued,  for  I  believe  that 
it  will  facilitate  the  course  of  the  Egyp- 
tian GoTemment  in  the  future.  I  will 
net  go  into  explanations,  as  the  matter 
is  somewhat  complicated ;  but  I  hope 
shortly  to  lay  Papers  on  the  Table  which 
will  show  exactly  what  has  been  done. 

OIANrB  CATJ8EWAT.  POBTEUSH,  AND 

BU8H  VALLEV   KAILWAT  AND 

TRAMWAYS   BILL. 

THIBD  BEADDia. 

Adjourned  debate  on  the  motion  for 
the  Third  Beading  ritumtd  (according 
to  order). 


QUESTIOir.      OBSEaVATIOira. 

Eakl  OBANTILLE  said,  h*  wished 
ask  the  noble  Earl  who  was  in  charge 
of  this  BUI,  Whether  he  would  state  to 
the  House,  in  proposing  the  second 
reading,  what  day  he  intended  to  take 
the  Committee,  and  what  facility  he 
meant  to  ask  the  House  to  grant  him  in 
order  to  hasten  the  deoLsion  of  the 
House  so  that  it  would  have  effect  at 
the  forthcoming  registration  of  voters  ? 
The  noble  Earl  was  probably  aware  that 
next  Friday  was  the  last  day  for  making 
out  the  overseers'  lists ;  but  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Qovemment  Board,  in 
"another  place,"  had  promised,  when 
in  charge  of  the  Bill,  to  introduce  a 
olsuse  providing  that  the  overseers 
should  make  out  supplemental  lists  of 
the  claims  of  those  who  had  received 
medical  relief  to  be  presented  with  the 
other  lists  to  the  Bevising  Barristers. 
If  the  Bill  passed  this  week  it  would 
only  give  24  days  to  the  overseers  to 
perform  this  duty,  which  he  wasinformed 
was  not  more  than  sufficient.  He  should 
like  to  know  whether  the  noble  Earl  had 
taken  any  means  for  the  incorporation 
of  this  clause  in  the  Bill  ? 

Thx  Eabi.  op  MILLTOWN  said,  he 
had  to  state,  in  reply  to  the  noble  Earl, 
that  it  was  bis  anxious  desire  that  the 
Bill  should  pass  through  that  House  as 
soon  as  possible.  It  was  with  that  view 
that  he  came  down  to  that  House  yester- 
day to  consult  the  authorities  as  to  when 
it  was  necessary  that  the  Bill  should 
pass  in  ordorthat  it  might  be  efficacious 
this  year.  He  spoke  to  his  noble  and 
teamed  Friend  the  Lord  of  Appeal 
opposite,  as  to  whether  it  would  be 
possible  th  suspend  the  Standing  Ozden. 
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He  had  every  wish  that  tlie  Bill  should 
become  efHcaciousas  speedily  as  possible. 
The  Question  addressed  to  him  bj  the 
noble  Earl  seemed  to  be  one  which 
ought  properly  to  be  addressed  to  the 
Leader  of  the  House.  With  reference 
to  the  regrettable  incident  that  took 
place  jesterdayerening,  ha  might  observe 
that  nothing  was  further  from  his  mind 
than  to  say  anything  that  could  be  con- 
strued as  implying  in  the  slightest 
degree  discourtesj  to  the  noble  Earl 
opposite.  Up  to  last  night  he,  in  com- 
mon with  every  other  Uembor  of  their 
Lo^dships'House,  had  invariably  received 
the  utmost  courtesy  and  consideration 
from  the  noble  Earl.  But  the  noble  Earl 
put  the  matter  aa  a  question  of  right, 
and  upon  that  he  was  afraid  the  noble 
Earl  was  wrong. 

Eabl  GBANVILLE  said,  he  would 
cordially  reciprocate  the  words  of  the 
noble  Earl.  He  did  not  complain  that 
the  noble  Earl  had  put  himself  forward, 
but  that  he  persisted  in  the  course  he 
bad  adopted  when  he  (Earl  Granville) 
had  stated  that  he  bad  been  requested 
to  take  charge  of  the  Bill  by  those  who 
had  conducted  tt  through  its  final  stages 
in  the  House  of  Commons.  Ha  had 
loohed  at  the  newspaper  reports  of  what 
tooh  place  on  the  previous  evening ;  and 
they  appeared  to  mm  to  entirely  confirm 
what  had  been  said  on  th&t  side  of  the 
House.  He  was  quite  aware  that  the 
oltimate  powerin  this  matter  rested  with 
the  noble  Karquess;  but  what  he  wished 
to  know  was  whether  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour's 
advice  would  be  taken,  and  for  what 
dav  the  Committee  stage  would  be 
fixed  r 

Thr  MAEamiBs  of  SALISBUET  said, 
he  was  sure  there  was  every  desire  on 
the  part  of  their  Lordships  to  facilitate 
the  progress  of  the  Bill ;  out  the  course 
suggested  by  the  noble  Earl  was  some- 
what unu^tal.  The  point  should  be 
raised  after  the  second  reading. 

Eabl  QBANVILLE  said,  he  could 
not  agree  that  it  was  an  unusual  course 
to  ask  the  Mover  of  the  second  reading 
of  a  Bill  when  he  proposed  to  take  the 
Committee  stage. 

The  Eabl  of  UILLTOWN  said,  be 
had  only  one  remark  to  make,  and  that 
was  with  regard  to  the  noble  Earl'a 
observation  aa  to  the  report  in  the 
papera.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the 
report  entirely  confirmed  hia  view  of 
the  case. 

Hie  Earl  of  MilUoam 


WOMEN'S  SUFFRAGE  BILE.— (No.  2T.) 
(Thi  Lord Dtnman.) 
SECOND  BEADINO. 

Order  of  the  Say  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing read. 

Lord  DENMAX  said,  that  this  was 
no  Party  question  ;  and  if  it  had  in  th» 
first  instance  been  included  in  the  Fran- 
chise Bill,  in  "  another  place,"  it  would 
probably  have  prevented  that  Bill  pass- 
ing unchanged  through  their  Lord- 
ships' House.  It  had  been  stated  that 
such  a  Bill  aught  not  to  originate  in 
their  Lordships  House.  He  (^rd  Den- 
man)  had  endeavoured  on  June  23  to 
pass  it,  without  discussion — that  the 
Committee  might  be  deferred — and  any 
discussion,  as  in  the  Forty  Processions 
Act  (Ireland),  August  8,  1832— in  the 
House  of  Commons — might  be  taken  on 
that  stage.  He  had  never  pressed  for- 
ward the  Bill ;  but  when  he  found  that  it 
could  not  be  proceeded  with  "elsewhere," 
he  thought  it  right  to  renew  it.  He 
would  never  take  a  second  reading  with 
the  understanding  that  it  was  to  proceed 
DO  farther ;  for,  in  case  of  any  confer- 
ence between  the  two  Houses  on  any 
other  Bill,  there  might  be  time  for  its 
passingintolaw.  Ho  had  presented  many 
Petitions  for  it  from  England  end  Wales, 
from  Scotland  and  from  Ireland,  and  he 
believed  not  a  single  Petition  had  been 
presented  against  it;  and  a  printed  paper 
signed  by  several  women  of  station  and 
intelligence  had  been  sent  to  every  Mem- 
ber of  their  Lordships'  Bouse.  He  con- 
sidered that  the  Franchise  Bill  was  im- 
perfect without  it.  There  was  an  instance 
in  which  the  grandmother — a  mother  of 
a  late  tenant  of  his — had  snooeesfully 
managed  a  farm  of  400  acres  as  well  as 
that  tenant;  and  it  was  unjust  that 
widows  should  be  ejected  from  their 
farms — as  Mr.  Joseph  Arch  had  stated 
to  have  been  done— -becanae  they  could 
notvote.  Lady  Sterling,  in  East  Lothian, 
had  managed  her  land  sucGessfully ;  and 
it  was  hard  that  her  labourers  should  vote 
instead  of  their  employer.  His  own  wife 
had  received  a  notice  to  give  the  names 
of  all  those  employed  on  her  farm,  be- 
fore a  day  whicn  had  passed.  No  doubt, 
it  was  late  in  the  Session  to  revive  a 
Bill  of  this  character ;  but  it  would  be 
better  to  pass  it  before  a  General  Elec- 
tion, even  if  too  late  for  registration, 
and  he  hoped  that  their  Lordships  would 
agrm  to  its  second  reading. 
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Movid,  "T]uttheBillbenowread2'." 
— C7X«  Lord  Datwun.) 

Tax  Marqtjzss  of  8ALISBUBT  uid, 
he  thought  a  noble  Earl  opposite,  who 
faroured  the  prinaiple  of  the  BUI,  had 
indicated  the  coarao  he  should  adopt 
irith  regard  to  this  measure. 

The  Eabl  ov  HOSEBEET  said,  that 
as  be  thought  this  was  an  improper  vaj 
of  bringing  forward  tho  question,  he 
stated  that  he  would  leare  the  House 
rather  than  take  part  in  a  dinsion 
open  it. 

The  Uabqitkis  of  SAJjISBUBT  said, 
it  would  he  unfortunate  that  such  a 
course  should  be  taken,  and  ho,  thera- 
fore,  mOTed  the  Previoua  Question. 

A  Question  being  stated  thereupon, 
ths  Question  was  put  Whether  the  said 
Question  shall  be  now  put;  R»wh»di\ 
the  nfgativt. 

UEDICAL  RBUEE'  DISaUALIFICATlON 
EEMOVAL  BILL.— (No.  aOi.) 

BXOOHD  SXADina. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing read. 

Th8  Eabl  of  MILLTOWN,  in  moving 
that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time, 
nid,  as  the  question  bad  been  threshed 
out  in  both  Houses,  be  would  not  oocapy 
the  attention  of  their  Lordships  long. 
The  question  first  appeared  upon  the 
scene  when  the  Bepresentation  of  the 
People  Bill  was  in  Committee  in  the 
other  House.  On  Jane  19  Ur.  Gom- 
mins  moved  an  Amendment  that  voters 
leoeiving  medical  relief  ihoold  not  be 
disqualified,  whether  tbey  received  it  at 
hospitals  or  otherwise.  He  might  say 
there  that  it  was  a  question  whether  this 
Bill  would  meet  the  case  of  relief  granted 
by  hospitals  and  dispensaries.  The 
Amendment  of  last  year  was  violently 
opposed  by  the  Uembers  of  the  late 
Ch>vemment.  Sir  Charles  W.  Dilke, 
speaking  in  their  name,  insisted  on  the 
Amendment  being  withdrawn  or  nega- 
tived, in  order,  ashe  said,  to  put  an  end 
to  the  qneetion.  On  Hay  6  the  Begis- 
tratioQ  Bill  was  in  Committee,  and  an 
Amendment  was  moved  by  Mr.  Davey 
to  the  effect  that  medical  relief,  surgic^ 
assistance,  or  the  giving  of  medicine 
should  not  be  deemed  to  constitute  paro- 
chial rehef  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Poor  Belief  Acts.     That  Amendment 
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was  strongly  opposed  by  Her  Uajesty'a 
late  Oovemment,  and  it  was  nega- 
tived by  107  against  102.  On  Uay  12 
the  question  cropped  up  again  on  the 
Beport  at  tbe  dinner  hour  ;  and, 
though  the  late  Attorney  Qeneral  and 
other  Members  of  the  Oovemment  op- 
posed the  Amendment,  it  was  carried 
by  87  against  fiO.  When  the  Bill 
reached  this  House  the  late  Government, 
who  had  hitherto  opposed  the  principle 
of  non-disqualification,  did  not  exactly 
accept  it,  but  refrained  from  opposing 
it ;  the  support  was  not  of  a  very  active 
character.  An  Amendment  was  moved 
to  strike  out  the  clause,  and  the  only 
Member  of  the  late  Govemment  who  sup- 
ported it  was  the  Lord  Chancellor,  whose 
principal  argument  was  the  hardship 
of  disqualifying  in  rural  districts  for  aid 
which  in  towns  could  be  more  easily 
obtained  from  dispensaries  supported  by 
voluntary  oontributioQS.  ThiZaie  Journal 
said  that  some  Bevising  Barristers  struck 
off  those  who  had  accepted  relief  from 
hospitals ;  and,  if  that  were  so,  he 
should  propose  to  clear  up  tbe  matter  in 
Committee,  if  he  could  do  so  without 
risking  the  BiU.  The  Ihike  of  Bich- 
mond  said  that  the  clause  in  the  Bill 
was  imperfect  and  unsatisfactory;  he 
■aid  he  did  not  take  objection  to  the 


than  medicine  were  given  to  a  labourer 
he  would  be  disqualified.  Tho  same  view 
was  taken  by  his  noble  Friend  the  Prime 
Minister,  who  described  the  clause  as  a 
mere  mookery,  because  it  would  not 
really  enfranchise  those  for  whose 
benefit  it  was  intended,  as  it  did  not 
include  everything  which  was  neces- 
sary to  the  case  of  slokness  under  medical 
treatment,  and  was  thus  only  a  half-mea- 
sure, which  would  lead  to  great  disap- 
pointment. When  the  Bill  went  down 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  the  late  Oo- 
vemment, represented  by  Sir  Charles  W. 
Dilke,  strongly  supported  their  Lord- 
ships' Amendment,  and  in  the  division 
that  Amendment  was  carried  by  107  to 
66.  No  sooner,  however,  was  that  done 
than  Mr.  Chamberlain  went  down  to  his 
eonstitueute,  and  in  a  singularly  unfair 
and  audacious  speech,  even  for  him,  de- 
nounced their  Lordships'  House  and  the 
Tory  Party  for  having  imposed  a  restric- 
tion upon  the  voter  which  did  not  pre- 
viously exist,  and  which  would  disqufdify 
one-quarter  of  the  new  constituency. 
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Mr.  Chamberlain  vas  a  Ifember  of  tbe 
Qovemment  which  brought  in  the  Bill 
oocauoniiif;  this  disability,  yet  hs  had 
no  word  of  proteet  ag^ainst  that  Gtovsm- 
ment ;  and  it  was  not  until  their  Lord- 
ships had  rejected  this  impsrfsct  olause 
that  hs  found  out  that  one-quarter  of  the 
Toterg  would  be  diBqualified.  A  more 
unfair  statement  of  a  case  was  perhaps 
never  made  by  a  man  in  the  position  of 
a  Cabinet  Minister.  In  the  division  ia 
their  Lordships'  House  there  waa  no 
Party  character,  and  to  say  that  it  was 
a  Party  division  was  to  make  an  un- 
founded statement.  Among  those  who 
opposed  Mr.  Davey's  clause  were  Whig 
Peers,  like  the  Duke  of  Dsvonshire  and 
the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Monk  Bretton),  who, 
not  very  long  ago,  was  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board.  After  Mr. 
Chamberlain's  inflammatory  speech,  Mr. 
Jesse  CoUings  brought  in  a  Bill  which, 
with  the  exception  of  the  last  clause, 
was  practically  the  same  Bill  as  that  of 
which  he  was  moving  the  second  read- 
ing. In  the  meantime,  however,  a 
change  of  Government  took  place,  and 
the  present  Government  on  tneir  aoces- 
sion  to  0£B.ce,  having  considered  all  the 
oiroumstances  of  the  case,  and  knowing 
the  immense  number  of  agrioultur^ 
labourers  who  would  be  die^nohised  if 
it  were  not  carried,  did  what  the  late 
Government  ought  to  have  done  if  they 
had  been  in  earnest  on  the  question — 
they  brought  forward  on  their  own  re- 
sponsibili^  a  Bill  to  remove  the  disqua- 
lification more  ample  than  Mr.  Collings's 
Bill ;  because  the  latter  was  only  to  last 
for  one  year,  while  there  was  no  limit 
of  time  in  the  present  Bill.  But  as  soon 
OS  this  Bill  was  introdnoed  by  a  Conser- 
vative Government  Mr.  Oollings  dis- 
covered that  it  did  not  go  far  enough, 
and  proposed  that  all  medical  relief 
ordered  by  tbe  doctor  and  supplied  by 
the  parish  authorities  should  be  in- 
eluded.  For  some  reason  or  other  the 
Government  in  the  House  of  Commons 
did  not  see  tbeir  way  to  accept  Mr.  Col- 
lings'a  Amendment,  which  waa  first 
moved  by  Sir  Sydney  Waterlow  and  de- 
feated by  a  majority  of  three,  and  then 
brought  on  again  on  the  Beport  and 
carried  by  a  majorityof  60,  and  declined 
to  be  any  longer  reaponsiblH  for  the 
measure.  Notwithstanding  this,  how- 
ever, the  third  reading  was  moved  by 
Mr.  Collings  and  not  opposed.  At  length 
the  BOl  hod  floated  to  their  Lordships' 
2Ttt  Sari  of  Millieten 
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House ;  and  it  appeared  to  him,  in  these 
circumstances,  that  an  independent  Peer 
like  himself  bad  at  least  as  good  a  right  to 
move  the  seoond  reading  as  the  noble 
£arIopposite,  whohad  taken  piecisely  the 
same  course  as  himself  on  the  former  oo- 
caeion,  when  he  had  voted  against  hia 
noble  Friend.  The  principle  of  the  Bill 
was  more  or  less  accepted  by  both  sidea 
of  the  House.  For  his  own  part,  ho 
had  always  thought  it  hard  to  disfran- 
chise the  new  voter  for  one  of  those  un- 
avoidable accidents  to  himself,  or  soma 
member  of  his  family,  to  which  huma- 
nity was  subject.  The  restriction  waa 
reasonable  under  the  limited  franchise 
of  the  Befonn  Aot  of  1882,  but  became 
serious  and  onerous  under  a  eystetn 
which  was  almost  manhood  suffrage. 
He,  therefore,  thought  that  the  re- 
striction ought  to  be  freely  and  unre- 
servedlyremoved.  But  be  was  surprised 
that  Mr.  Gladstone's  Government,  which 
was  fully  aware  of  all  the  facts  of  the 
case,  never  did  anything  of  the  kind. 
In  these  circumstances,  he  moved  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  which,  with 
the  exception  of  the  last  dause,  was 
absolutely  the  Bill  of  the  Conservative 
Government,  That  last  clause  was  a 
matter  of  detail,  but  of  necessary  detail. 
This  being  the  Bill  of  a  Conservative 
Qovemment,  it  was  more  right,  meet, 
and  just  that  a  Member  of  the  Conser- 
vative Party  in  that  House,  however 
humble,  should  take  it  in  charge  than 
the  noble  Lord,  who  was  a  distinguished 
Member  of  the  Cabinet  which  over  and 
over  again  persistently  and  consistently 
opposed  the  principle  upon  which  it  was 
founded. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a»." 
—{n»  £arl  o/MilUouin.) 

Lord  BALFOUE  said,  that  he  would 
not  divide  the  House  against  the  second 
reading ;  but  as  he  had  moved  tbe  re* 
cision  of  Mr.  Davey's  clause,  it  was 
right  for  him  to  say  that  he  still  thought 
the  disqualification  ought  to  be  retained, 
and  that  he  had  heard  no  argument  in 
favour  of  the  Bill  which  would  induce 
him  to  change  his  opinion.  He  ad- 
mitted, at  the  same  time,  that,  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  the  situation  had  been 
changed.  The  matter  had  been  again 
before  the  other  House  of  Parliament 
on  more  than  one  occasion,  and  the  de- 
cision  arrived  at  by  a  snap  division  on 
the  former  occosiQu  bad  beeq  affirmed 
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betoplftcoereBterdifflcaltieatbanatpre- 
■ent  existed  in  tho  vny  of  ia  the  vay  of 
benefit  and  provident  eooielies.  There 
was  ona  matter  where  he  thought  the 
present  etate  of  the  law  would  hare 
operated  to  produoe  a  serious  hardship. 
A  man  might  have  received  relief  for 
the  paat  12  months  without  realising 
that  that  disfranchised  him  under  the 
combined  action  of  the  Act  passed  laat 
year  and  the  dauBe  of  the  Keform  Act 
of  1832,  Con sequeutlj  there  might  be 
a  reason  for  suspending  the  operation  of 
that  disqualiGoation,  and  he  should  like 
to  see  a  clause  introduoed  in  Committee 
limiting  the  operation  of  the  Bill  to  a 
certain  period  of  years.  He  deemed  it 
desirable  not  to  go  further  in  this  evil 
direction  than  was  absolutely  necessary. 
He  would  now  call  the  attention  of  tha 
noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  Woolaaolc 
to  ono  point  in  regard  to  the  4tfi 
clause.  The  last  wwds  of  that  claoaa 
only  exempted  people  from  the  present 
disqualification  when  they  had  received 
medical  or  surgical  assistance  at  the 
expenae  of  any  poor  rate.  He  believed 
he  was  right  in  saying  that  this  dia- 
qualifioation  was  first  made  part  of  the 
Statute  Law  by  the  36th  section  of  the 
Beform  Act  of  1832,  which  provided 
that  no  one  should  be  entitled  to  vote 
who  had  received  parochial  relief  or 
other  alms.  He  believed  the  legal  da- 
cisioDS  were  to  the  effect  that  "other 
alma"  would  operate  to  disqualify  a 
man  who  had  received  assistance  from 
hospitals  and  such  like  charities.  If 
this  was  so,  this  Bill  would  allow  a  man 
to  vote  if  he  had  received  medical  assist- 
ance out  of  the  rates,  but  not  if  he  had 
received  the  same  aaelBtance  from  pri- 
vate charity.  This  was  a  point  which 
ought  to  be  considered  in  Committee. 
In  conclusion,  the  noble  Lord  said  he 
would  in  Oommittee  move  an  Amend- 
ment limiting  the  operation  of  the  Bill  to 
aoertain  time,  and  that  he  would  thenstata 


Earl  (the  Earl  of  Hilltownj,  who  had 
taken  charge  of  this  Bill  under  a  deep 
sense  of  responsibility,  had,  aa  the  noble 
Lord  who  followed  him  justly  said,  not 
advanced,  in  the  course  of  a  speech  of 
half- an -hour's  duration,  a  single  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  the  principle  of  the 
Bill,  the  second  reading  of  which  he 
had  moved.  He  did  hear  the  noble 
Earl  for  a  lon^  time  rather  oetentatioaBly 


S21 

more  than  once.  Therefore,  he  thought 
that,  aa  this  was  a  matter  which 
affected  the  privileges  of,  or  at  any 
rate  the  mode  of  electing,  Uembers 
to  the  other  House  of  Parliament,  that 
-was  a  fact  which  ought  to  have  some 
weight  with  their  Lordships  in  deal- 
ing with  this  subject.  On  the  other 
hand,  he  must  say  that  he  deeply  re- 
gretted the  decision  which  ban  been 
come  to.  He  would  not  say  a  word  on 
the  history  of  the  question,  as  the  whole 
speech  of  the  noble  £arl  who  spoke  last 
was  a  history  of  the  Bill,  and  latterly  a 
justification  of  the  course  he  bod  him- 
self pursued.  He  had  nothing  to  do 
now  with  either  of  those  questions  ;  but 
he  noticed  that  the  noble  Earl  did  not 
aay  a  single  word  in  favonr  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill.  It  waa  easy  to  cite 
erases  wherein  the  existing  law  might 
work  hardship  ;  but,  even  taking  those 
individual  cases  at  their  worst,  they 
would  only  disqualify  a  man  for  a  single 
Tear,  and  he  would  afterwards  regain 
his  independence.  Therefore,  he  did 
not  think  those  cases  supplied  any  justi- 
fication for  passing  the  Bill.  By  this 
Bill  they  would  be  teaching  the  work- 
ing claasea  a  leason  of  improvidence. 
They  would  be  teaching  them  that  thrift 
waa  not  to  be  valued  for  its  own  sake, 
and  that  they  need  not  make  provision 
for  those  aocadents  of  life  which  were  ao 
common.  It  was  unfortunate  that  a 
leaoon  should  be  taught  to  them  ia  this 
way  by  Parliament.  If  they  were  to 
have  medical  and  surgical  relief  out  of 
the  ratee,  that  would  have  the  efl'ect  of 
enabling  them  to  work  for  lower  wages. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  the  words  in  the 
4th  dause  were  too  wide,  and  that  no 
check  was  given  on  the  discretion  of  the 
medical  officer.  He  did  not  think  that 
waa  a  safe  thing,  and  be  regretted  the 
extensiou  which  was  given  to  the  clause. 
At  the  same  time,  he  did  not  think  any 
distinct  line  could  be  drawn  between 
brandy  supplied  as  an  article  of  diet  to 
a  sick  man  and  bread  supplied  to  him 
at  a  later  stage  in  the  progress  of  hie 
recovery.  This,  however,  afforded  not 
an  argument  in  favour  of  the  clause, 
but  rather  an  argument  that  the  law 
ought  to  be  left  as  it  stood.  On  the  last 
occasion  he  directed  their  Lordships'  at- 
tention to  thefact  that  this  Bill  wouldhave 
scarcely  any  effect  ia  Scotland ;  but  he 
would  not  dwell  upon  that  point  now.  In 
England  be  believed  the  effect  of  it  would 
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bring  forward  all  the  authorities  who 
had  ever  given  an  opinion  against  the 
principle  of  the  Bill;  and,  further,  he 
must  do  him  the  justioe  to  say  that 
he  thought  he  pointed  out  a  flaw  in  the 
Bill  which  he  was  supporting.  Their 
Lordships  were  aware  that  the  two 
Houses  of  Farliament  unanimously 
agreed  to  oonfer  the  franchise  on  a 
vast  Qumher  of  agrioultural  labourers, 
men  who  for  the  most  part  maintained 
themselTes,  and  with  the  greatest  diffi- 
oultyfound  moneyin  case  of  any  epidemic 
disease,  or  of  any  accident  happening  to 
them  or  their  families.  This  difficulty 
was  not  experienced  in  the  boroughs, 
as  there  people  had  free  hospitals  and 
dispensaries,  and  a  man  receiving  relief 
there  was  not,  therefore,  disqualified  for 
the  vote.  It  was  perfectly  different  with 
those  whom  Parliament  had  enfran- 
chised. As  to  the  politico -economy  ob- 
jections to  this  measure,  he  had  the 
greatestdoubt  whether  political  economy 
had  very  much  to  do  with  this  particular 
matter.  This  Sill  did  not  in  the  slightest 
degree  change  the  duty  of  the  Ouar- 
diaos  of  the  Poor  as  to  the  giving  of  re- 
lief according  to  the  merits  of  the  case. 
He  believed  that  if  that  argument  was 
pushed  too  far,  it  would  go  against  all 
Toluntary  and  oharitable  hospitals,  and 
do  more  harm  than  good.  It  had  been 
said  that  by  removing  the  disqualifica* 
tion  tbey  removed  also  the  incentive  of 
the  poor  man  to  provide  himself  with 
medioal  aasistanoe.  He  did  not  believe 
it.  He  believed  that  a  poor  man,  who  was 
unable  to  provide  medical  assistance  for 
himself,  would  not  be  much  influenced 
in  applying  for  it  gratuitously  by  any 
question  of  forfeiting  his  franohise. 
was  really  unnecessary  for  him  to  argi 
favour  of  the  principle  of  the  Bui,  for 
it  had  been  adopted  not  only  by  the  bulk 
of  the  Liberal  Party,  but  by  the  Gto- 
Tsmment,  who  had  introduced  the  Bill. 
The  noble  Earl  who  opened  the  discus- 
sion gave  a  long  description  of  what 
had  passed.  Whether  it  was  accurate 
or  not  ha  was  not  prepared  to  say ;  but 
he  was  inclined  to  doubt  its  perfect  ac- 
curacy, since  the  noble  Earl  had  credited 
him  with  a  vote  which  he  intended 
giving,  but  which  he  never  gave,  as  it 
happened.  He  wished,  however,  to 
avoid  all  matters  of  crimination  or  re- 
crimination, although,  no  doubt,  very 
strong  opinions  had  been  expressed  on 
the  subject.  It  was  difficult  to  see  the 
^rl  Qranvillt 
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merits  of  the  positicn  taken  up  by  the 
Government.  A  patient  was  to  be  al' 
lowed  a  dose  of  castor  oil,  but  he  was 
to  be  prevented  receiving  adjuncts  which 
might  be  considered  necessary  for  hiB 
recovery.  If  a  man  had  an  inflamma- 
tory disease,  he  might  be  purged  and 
depleted;  but  if  he  happened  to  have  a 
low  fever,  and  required  some  brandy  or 
port  wine,  then  he  was  not  to  Lave  it. 
Was  it  intended  to  maintain  that  dis- 
tinction ?  Again,  he  objected  to  giving 
a  medical  man  the  power  of  disqualify- 
ing a  voter,  although  he  did  not  believo 
such  a  power  would  be  improperly  used. 
He  hoped  their  Lordships  would  net  t&- 
ject  the  Bill ;  indeed,  he  appealed  with 
very  great  confidence  to  them  to  read  it 
a  second  time,  and  to  state  what  facilities 
would  be  afforded  to  secure  its  passing- 
in  the  quickest  possible  time. 

Eabl  FOETESaUE  said,  that,  as  one 
who  had  been  engaged  for  40  years  in 
the  admioistration  of  the  Poor  Law,  he 
was  opposed  to  the  principle  of  the  Bill. 
He  believed  it  would  discourage  the 
wage-earning  class  from  forming  pro- 
videat  sick  clubs,  and  that  in  other  ways 
it  would  be  productive  of  mischief.  Hia 
belief  was  that  but  for  the  near  approach 
of  a  G-eneral  Election  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  would  not  have  competed  so 
pertinaciously  with  another  noble  Earl 
for  the  honour  of  moving  the  second 
reading  of  such  a  Bill  as  this. 

The  Mabouess  of  SALISBURY :  My 
Lords,  I  think  the  noble  Earl  opposite 
(Earl  Qranville)  made  a  considerable 
point  when  he  showed  that  neither  the 
speech  of  the  Kover  of  the  seoond  read- 
ing nor  of  the  noble  Lord  who  opposed 
it  contained  any  lengthened  argument 
in  favour  of  the  principle  of  the  Bill  or 
agaiast  it.  I  believe  the  reason  of  that 
is  not  deficiency  of  zeal  or  of  ingenuity 
on  the  part  of  my  noble  Friends,  but 
because  the  matter,  though  it  had  been 
blown  up  for  Party  purposes  to  an  ex- 
traordinary size,  is  not  of  any  great 
magnitude  after  all,  and  does  not  re- 
quire much  to  be  said  either  for  or 
against  it.  But  I  think  the  noble  Lord 
was  successful  in  the  main  ailment  of 
his  speech — namely,  that  the  line  be- 
tween medical  aid  and  medical  comforts, 
which  are  part  of  the  cure,  is  not  easy 
to  draw,  and  not  very  easy  to  maintain, 
and  that  it  is  possible  logically  very 
nearly  to  destroy  or  make  untenable  a 
distinction  of   that  kind.     When  the 


.,  Cookie 


225 


MMUeai  Selitf  jJoLT  28,  ISSSf       Dt$qual{JicatioH,  ^e.  Bill.      2S6 


I  b«fo»  this  Honae  on  & 
,  I  felt,  as  I  stated,  that 
it  would  be  Ter;  difficult  in  the  popular 
mind  to  maiotaia  that  diatinotion,  and  I 
do  not  think  that  it  can  be  maintained ; 
but  what  presaea  on  my  mind  is  that  we 
atand  on  a  slope,  and  that  we  shall  be 
carried  much  farther  than  we  expect.  I 
do  not  aee,  if  we  use  the  kind  of  logic 
which  the  noble  Earl  used,  how  we  can 
diaw  the  diatinction  between  outdoor 
relief  and  medical  relief,  between  the 
bread  which  is  necessary  for  the  cure  of 
the  aick  man,  and  the  bread  which  pre- 
vents him  from  becoming  sick.  You 
will  Derer  get  a  man  to  understand  that 
there  is  any  essential  difference  in  re- 
ceiving bread  in  order  that  disease,  the 
result  of  starvation,  may  not  supervene, 
and  receiving  bread  in  order  that  the 
disease,  which  starvation  causes,  may  be 
cored.  There  is  no  lexical  line  that  will 
be  ultimately  tenable;  and,  therefore, 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  course  of  legisla- 
tion on  which  we  enter  la  exposed  to  the 
nriticism  that  it  ia  leading  us  very  far, 
and  is  disturbing  principlvs  which  have 
been  accepted  for  a  considerable  time. 
I  do  not  mean  to  express  an  opinion  as 
to  these  principles.  I  do  not  at  all  ad- 
mit that  the  maintenance  of  the  dis- 
qualification in  question  la  special  to 
Uie  Party  to  which  I  belong.  That  dis- 
qualification was  imposed  by  the  Act  of 
1832,  which  certainly  waa  not  a  Tory 
Bill.  But  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  re- 
moval of  a  disqualification  which  baa 
ousted  for  53  years,  and  has  been  very 
wide  in  its  operation,  is  a  very  large 
a&ir,  and  I  doubt  whether  it  ia  a  fit 
snbject  for  a  moribund  Parliament  to 
determine.  I  do  not  myself  agree  with 
either  of  two  views  which  have  been 
taken  on  the  subject.  On  the  one  haod, 
we  have  been  told  that  the  fear  of  losing 
the  vote  is  a  great  incentive  to  thrift, 
and  that  a  man  will  avoid  seeking  relief 
in  order  not  to  lose  it.  I  do  not  believe 
that  men  attach  that  importance  to  the 
vote.  That  is  one  of  the  Parliamentary 
myths  in  which  we  indulge.  Nine  men 
oat  of  10,  or  a9  men  in  100,  would  not 
ask  themselves  before  asking  for  re- 
lief— "Shall  I  by  this  act  deprive  my- 
self of  the  vote  F  "  Still  more  is  that 
the  case  with  the  claaa  of  men  we  are 
now  dealing  with,  whose  necessities 
are  very  great.  Neither,  on  the  other 
band,  can  I  admit  the  relevancy  of  the 
ai^ument  used  in  favour  of  the  Sill,  that 
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it  iea  great  cruelty,  because  a  man  who 
met  with  an  accident  would  feel  that  he 
would  deprive  himself  of  his  vote  if  be 
accepted  medical  relief.  My  own  opi- 
nion is  that  this  feeling  would  be  the 
smallest  of  the  calamities  which  would 
afflict  a  man  under  such  circumstances, 
and  that  as  he  lay  upon  his  bed  of  sick- 
ness his  Bufi'eriugs  would  not  be  in  the 
slightest  degree  intensified  by  the  idea 
that  he  was  invalidating  his  Parliamen- 
tary vote.  The  real  question  seems  to 
me  to  be  of  a  totally  different  order.  I 
look  upon  this  kind  of  legislation  as 
belonging  to  the  Corrupt  Practices 
family.  The  motive  of  the  legis- 
lators of  1632  was  not  to  punish 
those  who  receive  relief,  or  to  inculcate 
the  virtue  of  thrift,  but  to  remove  from 
the  register  a  class  of  persona  neces- 
sarily dependent,  and  whose  existence  on 
the  register  was  a  stimulus  to  those  who 
would  exercise  their  privilege  to  grant 
relief.  Supposing  that  my  anticipations 
are  correct  and  that  the  line  taken 
up  is  untenable,  and  that  if  you  go 
down  the  greased  slope  a  little  further 
and  out-door  relief  altogether  ceases  to 
be  a  disqualification  for  the  vote,  what 
will  be  the  result  ?  Its  effect  will  be  that 
you  will  have  upon  the  register  men  who 
will  depend,  to  a  great  extent,  upon  the 
Boards  of  Ouardiana  for  their  subsist- 
ence and  their  comfort,  and  who  will 
have  as  strong  motives  as  can  be  applied 
to  any  men,  not  to  displease  the  Boaida 
of  Guardians  in  the  exercise  of  their 
political  privilege.  I  do  not  stop  to 
notice  the  argument  about  the  ballot 
which  might  be  addressed  to  me.  In 
country  parishea  concealmentof  the  way 
a  man  votes  is  not  very  easy.  If  any 
one  thinks  it  is,  I  would  refer  him  to  the 
pages  of  Sydney  Smith.  Well,  you  make 
a  large  number  of  your  voters  dependent 
on  the  Boards  of  Guardians ;  you  cannot 
possibly  criticize  the  motives  upon  which 
these  men  give,  or  refuse  to  give,  and 
you  make  the  voter  dependent  upon  them 
in  the  exercise  of  the  voting  privilege. 
Whatfollowe?  The  Board  of  Guardians 
becomes  a  political  body,  and  this  power 
which  they  possess  will  be  a  recommen- 
dation or  an  objection  to  the  various 
candidates  who  present  themselves  for 
election.  I  cannot  say  I  think  that 
change  will  be  an  improvement  in  the 
structure  and  character  of  our  Boards  of 
Guardians.  I  do  not  myself  wish  to 
express  any  opinion  upon  this  matter. 
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M;  ooncem  rather  is  to  stiov  that  this 
Bill  is  much  larger  than  it  looks,  and  the 
matters  with  Whioh  it  deals  are  much 
more  important  than  appears  on  the  sur- 
face. In  viev  of  the  proapects  of  the 
future,  we  held  that  this  vas  not  an 
affair  on  which  ve  could  engage  our 
Ministerial  responsibilitj,  because  of  the 
magnitude  of  the  questions  nhich  might 
ultimately  arise.  I  do  not  propose,  my 
Lords,  to  ask  yon  to  stop  this  Bill,  or  to 
object  to  the  Amendment  vhich  has 
been  made  in  it.  I  have  no  objection 
to  the  immediate  operation  of  the  Bill. 
^e  idea  that  these  voters  will  be  par- 
ticularly hostile  to  the  Party  to  which  I 
belong  I  do  not  believe.  Uy  impreBsiou 
is  they  will  be  rather  in  our  favour. 
Uy  objection  is  simply  on  account  of  the 
questiona  which  the  Bill  may  raise.  But 
your  Xiordshipa  have,  I  think,  generally 
pursued  the  policy  of  not  interfering  in 
those  questions,  which,  in  a  broad  sense, 
I  call  queatioDS  of  corrupt  practice,  with 
the  decisions  towhich  the  House  of  Com- 
mens  may  have  come.  Of  course,  your 
Lordships  have  a  right  to  interfere,  and 
would  if  you  had  good  cause  to  do  so ;  but 
this  is  a  matter  which  so  affects  the 
House  of  Commons  that,  as  in  the  cose  of 
the  Corrupt  Practices  Bill  three  years 
ago,  althoughl  objected  to  that  measure, 
I  dieauaded  your  Lordships  from  inter- 
vention. In  the  present  case,  where  a 
great  political  feeling  wholly  outof  pro- 
portion to  the  importance  of  the  ques- 
tion has  been  created,  it  would  he  un- 
necessary, and  would  produce  unneces- 
aary  friction  between  the  two  Houses, 
if  your  Lordships  rejected  the  Bill.  I 
have  no  intention  of  advising  you  to  do 
so,  and  I  have  expressed  my  belief  that 
the  immediate  effects  of  the  Bill  will  not 
be  iniurious;  hut  as  to  its  ultimate 
effect  I  must  confess  I  have  some  little 
anxiety,  and  your  Xjordships  must  pre- 
pare yourselves  for  the  questions  which 
you  will  undoubtedy  have  to  face  in  the 
future. 

The  Eabi.  of  SELBORNE  said,  the 
noble  Earl  who  moved  the  second  lead- 
ing of  the  Bill  (the  Ear]  of  Milltown) 
seemed  to  address  a  considerable  part 
of  his  speech  to  a  justification  of  hie 
theory  that  the  Bill  ought  not  to  be  in 
the  hands  of  a  Member  of  the  late  Go- 
vernment, because  they  had  declined  at 
the  outset  to  deal  with  the  question  on 
the  Eegistration  Bill.  The  simple  his- 
tory of  the  matter  was  this.  The  Re- 
Tlie  Marfrru  of  Sdiihwry 
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gistration  Bill  was  a  matter  of  immensa 
importance,  and  a  measure  which  it  was 
necessary  to  pass  through  the  Honae 
quickly.  There  woe,  therefore,  not  on- 
naturtuly  an  indisposition  to  hare  it 
encumbered  with  any  Amendment  vhioh 
might  cause  delay,  and  some  who 
on  a  different  occasion  would  Iia,ve 
thought  the  Amendment  with  respect  to 
medical  relief  well  worthy  of  considera- 
tion objected  to  it  in  this  instance  upom 
the  ground  which  he  had  stated.  That 
must  have  been  the  reason  why,  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  there  was  no  anxiety 
in  the  first  instance  to  introdace  this 
measure.  When  the  Bill  came  up  to 
their  Lordships'  House,  with  the  claaae 
about  which  so  much  had  been  said  in 
it,  the  position  of  the  matter  changed ; 
and  the  Government  had  not,  as  a  rea- 
son for  opposing  it,  tbat  tbey  feared  to 
encumber  the  Bill  with  such  a  propoaaL 
He  did  his  best  to  prevail  upon  thetr 
Lordships  to  accept  ^e  clause  ;  but  he 
did  not  succeed  in  retaining  it  in  the 
Bill,  and  the  Oovemment  did  not  subse- 
quently desire  to  imperil  the  Bill  by  in- 
sisting upon  its  re-insertion,  or  to  delay  it 
while  a  contest  between  the  two  Houses 
was  proceeding.  The  late  Oove^imeDt 
allowed  the  matter  to  rest;  but  these 
facts  oould  not  be  brought  a«  charges 
against  their  consistency.  The  noble 
Marquess  waa  alarmed  at  the  possible 
consequences  of  the  principle  now  in- 
troduced, and  he  evidently  thought  it 
was  a  somewhat  dangerous  experiment. 
He  was  not  at  all  disposed  to  impute 
motives ;  but  it  appeared  to  him  that  if 
anybody  had  that  day  made  a  speech 
against  the  Bill,  it  was  the  noble  Mar- 
quess himself.  This,  no  doubt,  waa 
because  he  never  could  state  objections 
without  doing  so  in  a  more  forcible 
manner  than  anybody  else.  The  noble 
Marqaess,  however,  had  exercised  a 
very  sound  judgment  in  determining 
not  to  advise  their  Lordships  to  oppose 
the  Bill ;  but  what  was  very  remarkable 
about  the  whole  controversy,  and  what  he 
oould  not  understand,  was  the  action  of 
the  Government.  The  noble  Marquess 
bad  urged  against  Mr.  Davey's  clause 
in  the  Registration  BUI  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  draw  asatisfactory  distinction 
between  medicine  and  medical  comforts; 
and  yet  when  his  Colleagues  introduced 
the  principle  of  exempting  medicine, 
and  were  asked  to  carry  it,  to  what  the 
noble  Marquess  had  confessed  woe  the 
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logical  oonolarion,  the  Qoremment  de- 
elined  all  further  rosponflibility  for  the 
BUI.  The  true  ezplaoation  of  the  mat- 
ter was  to  be  foand  id  the  fact  that 
thronghont  double  motives  had  been 
operating.  He  did  not  use  those  words 
in  a  bad  sense ;  but  while  there  were 
doubts  about  the  economy  of  the  matter, 
there  were  greater  doubts  about  the 
political  necessitjr  or  wisdom  of  disfraa- 
ehisiug  the  people  concerned.  The  re- 
sult of  the  speech  of  the  noble  Ifarquess 
was — "  1  do  not  like  the  measure,  but 
I  think  I  ought  to  support  it." 

The  Duke  of  AEG  YLL  said,  he  was  a 
little  astomshed  to  hear  the  speech  of 
bis  noble  and  learued  Friend  (the  Earl 
of  Selbome),  since  the  ambiguity  which 
he  had  chared  against  the  noble  Uar- 
quess  (the  Marquess  of  Salisbury)  was 
quite  as  pronounced  on  those  as  on  the 
opposite  Benches.  In  all  his  public 
life,  he  (the  Duke  of  Argyll)  had  never 
known  a  case  in  which  the  public 
speeches  and  the  private  oonvereation 
of  men  on  both  udes  so  widely  differed. 
He  was  afraid,  however,  that  this  was 
a  characteristic  iuBtance  of  the  present 
condition  of  politics.  It  was  impossible 
to  separate  this  measure  from  its  his- 
tory. His  noble  Friend  on  the  Front 
Opposition  Bench  said  that  the  disquali- 
fic^ion  of  voters  for  accepting  parochial 
relief  was  qaite  rational  when  the  fran- 
chise was  high  ;  but  that  now  it  was 
lower,  it  was  unreasonable  to  exclude 
from  the  franchise  men  of  the  labour- 
ing classes  whose  income  was  not  suffi- 
cient to  provide  them  with  medical  relief. 
That  was  the  best  ars^ment  he  had 
heard  in  favour  of  the  Bill ;  but,  being 
the  best,  what  did  it  come  to  ? 

Eakl  GEANVILLE:  I  did  not  use 
any  such  argument. 

The  Dtke  of  ARGYLL  said,  he  had 
heard  the  noble  Earl  distinctly  say — 
"  Now  when  you  have  lowered  the 
franchise." 

Thk  £a£l  of  KILLTOWN  admitted 
that  he  had  used  the  argument  referred 
to. 

Ths  Dukz  of  AEGTLL  said,  that  if 
he  were  ia  a  Court  of  Justice  he  could 
swear  that  Earl  Granville  had  used  it. 

Eael  GEANVILLE  said,  his  argu- 
ment was,  that  as  the  receipt  of  medi- 
cal relief  did  not  act  as  a  disquali- 
ficataon  in  burghs  and  towns,  it  ought 
not  to  disqualify  in  the  case  of  ogricul- 
tiiral  labourers. 


Thi  Duke  of  AEGTLL,  Bdmitting 
the  correction,  said,  that  was  a  good 
argument  so  far  as  it  went ;  but  the 
tendency,  he  was  afraiiJ,  would  be  to 
push  it  further,  and  the  next  thing 
would  be  that  those  who  received  oat- 
door  relief  would  be  entitled  to  vote. 
Now,  he  contended  that  in  such  legis- 
lation as  this  there  was  a  serious  danger 
of  breaking  down  the  principle  of  the 
new  Poor  Law,  which  was  one  of  the 
greatest  triumphs  that  had  ever  been 
secured  by  the  Liberal  Party,  or  rather 
the  Whig  Party.  They  were  dealing 
with  a  delicate  question,  and  there  was 
not  only  great  danger  of  upsetting  that 
principle,  but  also  of  destroying  the 
manliness  and  self-reliance  of  the  poor, 
as  well  as  the  safety  of  the  country  it- 
self. He  quite  agreed  that  this  was  a 
question  upon  which  the  House  of  Lordi 
ought  to  give  way  to  the  deliberate  opi- 
nion of  the  House  of  Commons;  but  he 
was  of  opinion  that  their  Lordships  had 
not  before  them  the  deliberate  opinion 
of  the  House  of  Gommone — at  least,  a 
House  in  a  condition  to  form  and  give  a 
deliberate  and  independent  judgment. 
A  little  band  of  men  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  numbering  25,  voted  against 
the  Bill ;  and  looking  at  their  argu- 
ments, he  saw  clearly  that,  as  political 
arguments,  the  balance  was  in  their  fa- 
vour. Tbeywere  gallant  and  independent 
men,  who,  in  the  face  of  a  political  ma- 
jority composed  of  both  Parties,  would 
not  consent  to  abandon  the  political 
convictions  of  their  lives  because  of  the 
tear  of  a  General  Election.  It  had 
been  stated  that  the  late  Government, 
in  opposing  Mr.  Davej's  clause,  merely 
wished  to  pass  the  Eegistration  BiU 
through  the  House  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  noble  and  learned  Lord  must  know 
that  at  that  time  ths  opinion  of  the 
Government  was  against  the  principle 
of  the  proposed  Amendment.  He  looked 
with  estreme  suspicion  upon  the  fact 
that  the  principle  of  the  Poor  Law, 
which  was  most  important  to  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  poor,  was  given  up  by 
the  Leaders  of  the  two  Parties  merely 
from  political  motives,  and  in  the  face 
of  a  General  Election.     He  could  not 

^1  thinking  that  both  Parties  were 
mistaken.  He  was  not  at  all  sure  that 
this  amendment  of  the  law  was  as  popu- 
lar as  it  was  supposed  to  bo.  The  great 
majority  in  the  constituencies  were 
ratepayers;   they  had  to  look   to  theif 


I  2 


Google 


231 


Midieal  Balitf 


ILOBDS}        LUqftalification,  j-c.  Sill.         239 


■elfish  interests;  and  it  was  at  leaet  poa- 
Bible  that  they  might  view  with  alarm 
what  thej  might  regard  as  a  plan  for 
th«  increoae  of  outdoor  relief  through 
the  iafriDgement  of  the  principle  of  the 
Poor  Law.  In  Bootland,  he  believed,  it 
was  not  legal  to  give  medical  relief  to 
thoee  who  were  not  already  on  the  poor 
rate;  and,  therefore,  in  Scotland  the 
Bill  would  have  no  operation  at  all, 
and  the  olauses  referring  to  Scotland 
might  as  well  be  left  out.  He  resented 
It  as  an  injustice  that  the  Leaders  of 
the  two  Parties  should  baadj  words  in 
trying  to  prove  that  one  Party  or  thq 
other  was  inoonsistent,  when  they  knew 
that  the  objections  to  the  Bill  were  gene- 
ral on  both  sides.  He  believed  that  if 
the  House  of  Commons  could  have  voted 
by  ballot,  this  Bill  would  have  been 
thrown  out.  Both  Parties  had  submitted 
to  what  they  regarded  aa  a  political 
necessity;  but  he  did  not  believe  that 
such  a  necessity  existed. 

The  lord  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Visoonnt  CrjIiibbook)  said, 
he  heard  the  arguments  of  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  opposite  in  introducing 
the  Registration  Bill,  and  he  was  con- 
vinced by  those  ai^uments  to  an  extent 
even  further  than  they  went.  An  opi- 
nion seemed  to  prevail  that  as  soon  as 
anyone  received  relief  he  ceased  to  be 
B  voter.  There  never  was  a  greater  de- 
lusion ;  the  man  remained  a  voter  until 
he  was  struck  off  the  list.  A  man  might 
have  been  receiving  relief  for  1 1  months 
and  still  be  on  the  register.  If  he  were, 
he  voted  ;  hence  many  were  brought  out 
of  the  workhouses  to  vote,  the  only 
question  asked  of  them  being  whether 
they  were  the  persons  on  the  register. 
Therefore,  under  the  present  state  of 
the  law,  they  had  this  anomalous  state 
of  things,  that  a  man  might  have  had 
parochial  relief  for   11  months  out  of 


the  12  preceding  the  electio: 
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keep  his  vote ;  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
if  a  man  received  a  day's  relief  just 
before  the  revision,  even  although  he 
might  have  maintained  himself  for 
a  year,  his  name  was  struck  off.  That 
was  a  state  of  things  which  was  not  rea- 
sonable, and  unless  they  were  prepared 
to  go  the  length  of  making  it  peoal  for 
a  person  who  had  received  relief  within 
the  year  to  vote,  he  did  not  see  how 
they  could  consistently  maintain  the 
present  state  of  things.  For  these  rea- 
sons, he  had  never  taken  the  view  of  Uie 
Tio  Suit  of  Arff^ll 


question  that  others  bad  done,  and  be 
believed  it  was  a  mistake  to  suppoae 
that  the  effect  of  the  BtU  would  be  to 
put  many  on  the  register  in  proportion 
to  the  total  number  of  voters.  Wben 
all  those  who  had  been  relieved  after 
the  registration  could  vote,  why  should 
they  disfranchise  those  who  had  re- 
ceived relief  before  the  registration  f 
A  man  who  had  been  convicted  as  a  cri- 
minal,  if  he  had  served  his  sentence, 
could  be  restored  to  his  position  as  a 
voter;  and  why  should  the  recipient  of 
relief  be  in  a  worse  position  ?  If  a  man 
were  out  on  bail,  waiting  for  judgment 
it  might  be  for  a  serious  offence,  he 
could  vote  if  his  name  were  on  the  re- 
gister. When  criminals  might  vote,  it 
was  childish  to  attempt  to  stop  this  Bill 
because  of  some  apprehension  as  to 
what  was  to  follow.  If  anything  fol- 
lowed it  would  follow  justly  in  viev  of 
the  facts  he  bad  stated ;  and  therefore 
he  hoped  the  Bill  would  be  passed  as  an 
initiative. 

Loan  DENMAN  said,  he  had  not 
voted  against  the  Motion  of  the  noble 
Lord  (Lord  Balfour)  to  disqualify  on 
account  of  medical  relief,  from  respect  to 
the  opinion  of  a  noble  Duke  now  absent 
(the  Duke  of  Richmond),  expressed  in 
1879;  but  he  had  spoken  against  the 
recent  disqualification,  as  the  Franohisa 
Bill  enlarged  the  number  of  voters  and 
Boards  of  Guardians,  and  the  Auditor 
of  the  Local  Oovernment  Board  could 
control  the  action  of  the  medical  officers, 
who  only  could  order  such  stimulants  as 
were  absolutely  necessary — with  medi- 
cine— to  cure  disease.  They  could  not 
order  bread — the  receipt  of  which  pau- 
perized a  man-'  and  it  was  only  ordered 
by  the  Guardians.  He  found  tbat  there 
was  great  disinclination  on  the  part  of 
the  poor  to  apply  for  medical  relief,  be> 
cause  it  was  Imown  tbat  the  parish  officer 
was  paid  by  a  salary,  and  a  preference 
was  given  to  medic^  men,  who,  he  was 
bound  to  state,  were  very  moderate  in 
their  charges  to  the  sick. 

Lord  BRAMWELL  said,  he  had 
voted  against  this  proposal  when  it  waa 
last  before  their  Lordships,  and  he 
should  certainly  do  so  again  if  any 
opportunity  were  offered  by  way  of  an 
Amendment  postponing  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill.  He  still  held  to  the 
opinion  that  the  measure  waa  contrary 
to  the  interests  of  those  principally 
affected   by    it — the   poOT   uunuuTw. 
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It  was  important  Ihat  everj  effort 
bhould  be  made  to  teach  them  thrift 
sad  economy.  Thoy  ou^lit  to  be  im- 
pieased  irith  the  belief  that  there  vaa 
something  not  creditable  in  the  re- 
ceipt of  parochial  relief  in  any  ehape. 
There  vox  no  distinction  between  the 
man  who  received  medical  relief  and 
the  man  who  received  sustenance; 
neither  had  made  provision  for  the 
calamity  of  Bickness,  accident,  or  lose  of 
employment.  The  cases  of  the  two  were 
identical.  If  he  could  disqualify  the  reci- 
pients of  alms  he  would  be  Rlad  to  do  it. 
The  labourer  could  join  a  club,  and  the 
Bome  arf^ment  which  applied  to  medi- 
cine applied  equally  to  food.  The  decent 
working  man  who  wanted  mediciae  or 
who  fell  out  of  work  would  be  trusted  by 
the  ahopkeeper  and  receive  help  in  other 
ways.  In  this  matter  there  was  no  real 
diatiDCtion  between  the  rural  and  the 
urban  labourer.  He  agreed  that  this 
iras  notstrictlyamatter  of  political  eco- 
nomy, but  that  science  had  to  deal  with 
the  qnestion  of  the  reasonableness  of 
State  relief  to  poverty  and  with  the  safe- 
guards which  ought  to  be  provided 
against  the  abuaa  of  that  relief.  He 
wo^d  refer  their  Lordships  to  some  re- 
marks of  the  late  Professor  Jevons, 
whom  none  could  charge  with  want  of 
kindneaa  and  sympathy  for  the  poorer 
dassea.  In  his  Methait  of  Social  lie- 
firm,  Mr.  Jevons  strongly  commented 
on  the  danger  of  allowing  our  work- 
ing people,  who  were  already  too 
prone  to  improvidence,  to  entertain  the 
idea  that  they  niight  make  merry  in  good 
times  and  t&il  back  on  the  Poor  Law  in 
adversity ;  and  he  laid  down  the  propo- 
ntion  that  no  labourer  was  solvent  who 
did  not  lay  by  enough  to  meet  the  ex- 
peosas  of  the  ordinary  illnesses  which 
befell  himself  or  any  member  of  bis 
family.  The  late  Kr.  Fawcett,  too,  in 
his  Manual  of  FoUtieal  Eeonomy,  p.  208, 
expressed  the  opinion  that  the  Go- 
vernment in  entering  so  far  upon  the  path 
of  Socialism  as  ultimately  to  guarantee 
snbaistence  to  every  citizen  waa  incurring 
a  great  responsibility  unless  adequate 
safeguards  against  abusewere provided. 
He  would  also  commend  to  their  Lord- 
ships' earnest  attention  the  letter  of  Dr. 
Alfred  Carpenter,  of  Croydon,  which 
appeared  in  Th»  Timn  of  that  day.  He 
beUeved  the  matter  was  really  of 
noall  importance,  and  would  only  affect 
•ome  two  or  three  votes  in  the  1,000  ^ 


but  he  would,  nevertheless,  vote  against 
the  Bill  if  he  had  the  opportunity.  He 
believed  the  noble  Viscount  opposite 
was  perfectly  accurate  in  his  law  and 
facts  with  respect  to  persons  in  the  work- 
houses and  felons.  Of  course,  the  right 
method  was  to  get  such  persons  off  the 
register.  In  so  far  as  the  Bill  operated 
at  all,  it  would  operate  to  the  discourage- 
ment of  thrift,  and  on  that  ground  hs 
was  opposed  to  it. 

Lord  FITZGERALD  said,  he  would 
venture  to  suggest  to  the  noble  Earl 
[the  Earl  of  Milltown)  that,  as  time  was 
pressing,  he  should  give  Notice  to  move 
the  suspension  of  the  Standing  Order 
which  prohibited  two  stages  of  a  Bill 
being  taken  on  the  same  day.  There 
were  only  two  unimportant  Amendments, 
and  the  Committee  stage  might  be  nega- 
tived, so  that  the  Bill  might  be  reported 
without  Amendment.  These  Amend- 
ments could  then  be  moved  on  the  third 
reading.  In  his  opinion,  these  stages 
should  be  taken  on  Thursday. 

The  Eabl  of  MILLTOWN  said, 
that  the  noble  Lord  behind  him  (Lord 
Balfour)  had  a  new  clause  to  propose, 
and  he  himself  hod  to  move  an  Amend- 
ment. In  these  circumstances,  he  should 
take  the  Committee  on  Thursday  ;  but 
thought  it  would  be  convenient  and 
more  in  accordance  with  the  usual  pro- 
cedure to  move  the  suspension  of  the 
Standing  Order  on  Friday,  so  that  the 
Beport  and  the  third  reading  might  be 
token  on  that  day  and  the  Amendments 
printed,  with  a  view  to  their  Lordships 
having  time  to  consider  them. 

Eahl  GBANYILLE  asked  whether 
the  House  could  not  sit  on  Wednesday? 
He  thought  it  desirable,  with  the  view 
of  giving  the  overseers  time  to  make  up 
the  lists,  that  there  should  be  no  delay. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY  said, 
he  did  not  believe  the  overseers  would 
have  any  difficulty  in  performing  their 
duty.  He  was  rather  inclined  to  pro- 
test against  the  practice  of  hustling  mea- 
sures through  the  House,  as  there  was 
a  very  objectionable  tendency  to  harry 
Bills  through  Parliament.  la  the  pre- 
sent case  there  was  no  necessity  for  de- 
parting from  the  usual  course,  and  he 
thought  the  proposal  of  his  noble  Friend 
was  a.  reasonable  one. 

Motion  agried  to ;  Bill  read  2*  accord- 
ingly, and  eontmitud  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  TAuriday  next. 
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(The  Lird  MBiinLTtmyli.) 

COMMITTEE. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Houee  to  be 
put  into  Committee  read. 

Moved,  "That  the  House  do  now 
resolve  itself  into  Committee." — [  The 
Lord  Mount-Temple.) 

ViacousT  BUEY  explained  certain 
alterations  whicli  hs  desired  to  see  intro- 
duced into  the  Bill. 

Lord  MOUNT -TEMPLE,  explained 
that  the  ConBervancy  would  have  au- 
thority to  remove  boats  that  now  re- 
mained for  months  opposite  to  private 
houses  to  the  annoyance  of  the  resi- 
dents. 

Motion  agreed  to ;  House  in  Committee 
accordingly. 

Clauses  I  to  3,  inclueive,  agreed  to. 

Clause  4  {Eight  of  navigation  to  in- 
clude anchoring  and  mooring). 

Amendments  made. 

Moved,  "To  leave  out  the  Clause  as 
amended." — {The  Lord  Clinlon.) 

On  Question,  "  That  the  Clause,  as 
amended,  stand  part  of  the  Bill  ?  " 

Their  Lordships  divided ;— Contents  7 ; 
Not-Contente  6 :  Majority]. 
Retolvcd  in  the  affirmative. 
Clause  5  agreed  to. 

Clause  6  (Provision  for  preventing 
annoyance  to  riparian  ovrnerj. 

Amendment  move/},  in  page  2,  line  37, 
in  lieu  of  ("seven  dajs")  omitted,  to 
insert  ("  forty-eight  hours."} — {The  Earl 
of  Abingdon.) 

On  Question?  Their  Lordships  di- 
Mi/«i.*— Contents  4;  Not-Contents  17: 
Majority  13. 

Reeolved  in  the  negative. 

Clauses,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Bemaining  Clauses  agreed  to,  with 
Amendments. 

The  Report  of  the  Amendments  to  be 
received  on  Thureday  next ;  and  Bill  to 
bo^n'iifei/ as  amended.    (No.  218.) 


L.\W  AND  P(ILICE-THE  ISTEU- 
NATIONALCLDB. 

QUESTION.      ODSERVATION'S. 

The  Eakl  of  WEMYS3,  in  rising  to 
ask  Her  Uaj  esty '  s  Govern  ment,  Whether, 
seeing  that  certain  members  of  the  M«- 
tropoTitan  Police  Force  have  been  com- 
mitted by  the  stipendiary  magistrate  of 
the  Marlborough  Street  Police  Court 
for  trial  at  the  approaching  sessions  of 
the  Central  Criminal  Court  for  unlaw- 
fully assaulting  certain  members  of  the 
International  Club,  and  seeing  tliat. 
owing  to  want  of  funds  on  the  part 
of  the  prosecutors,  the  prosecution  is 
likely  to  fall  through.  Her  Majesty's 
Government  will  take  such  steps  as 
may  be  necessary  to  prevent  a  possible 
miscarriage  of  justicef  said,  the  facts 
of  the  case  were  already  well  known  to 
the  public.  He  had  been  asked  by  som« 
working  men's  clubs  to  take  the  matter 
up,  and  he  did  so.  The  International 
Club,  though  it  might  be  a  Socialistic 
body,  was,  as  long  as  it«  membeia 
obeyed  the  law,  as  much  entitled  to  the 
protection  of  the  law  as  Brooks's,  the 
Carlton,  the  Reform,  or  any  other  club 
frequented  by  the  rich.  He  applied  to 
the  Home  Secretary  to  have  the  polic* 
who  had  been  committed  for  trial  by 
Mr.  Newton  prosecuted  at  the  publtc 
expense,  and  the  Home  Secretary  in- 
formed him  that  the  matter  was  no 
longer  in  his  hands,  and  that  there  was 
a  Public  Prosecutor,  whose  right  it  was 
to  determine  whether  there  should  W  a 
prosecution,  and  if  so,  whether  tbf?  State 
should  pay  the  expense  of  it.  He  then 
applied  to  the  Public  Prosecutor,  and 
the  answer  he  received  from  ihat  gentle- 
man seemed  somewhat  inconsistent  with 
the  statement  of  the  Home  Secretaij. 
[The  uo1)le  Earl  read  the  answer,  which 
was  to  the  effect  that  the  Public  Prose- 
cutor had  received  instructions  from  the 
Home  Office  that  be  was  to  undertake 
the  prosecution  of  the  summonses  taken 
out  by  the  police,  and,  should  the  neces- 
sity arise,  to  defend  them.]  Now,  he 
made  this  appeal  to  the  Qovemment  on 
two  grounds.  One  was  the  confidence 
which  the  public  had  in  the  police.  It 
was  well  known  how  admirably  they 
did  their  duty,  and  how  seldom  one 
heard  of  any  charge  being  brought 
against  them.  But  the  public  ought  to 
know  that  there  was  no  divinity  which 
hedged  round  the  policemui  if  he  imt- 
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conducted  himself.  Kia  other  (n^und 
was  the  justice  of  the  case.  This  club 
stood  on  the  eame  footing  as  the  Carlton 
or  the  Befonn,  and  there  should  be  equal 
jaatioe  for  the  poor  man  and  the  rich. 

Thb  PATMASTEE  GENEEAL  (Earl 
Bkauchajip)  said,  his  answer  would  be 
very  simple.  The  matter  was  coDBidered 
bj  the  Home  Office  very  carefully  in 
ll»jlast,andthe  late  HomeSecretBFj  [Sir 
'William  Harcourt)  then  inBtructed  the 
Public  Prosecutor  to  take  up  the  case  on 
behalf  of  the  police  and  to  defend  them. 
Ha  did  not  see  any  discrepancy  between 
the  statement  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
and  the  answer  giyen  by  the  Public 
Proeecutor,  tUo  very  naturally  was  re- 
luctant to  do  Bomething  which  would 
have  the  effect  of  reversing  the  action  he 
waa  instructed  to  take  in  May  last.  The 
noble  Earl  put  his  appeal  on  the  ground 
ot  equal  justice.  But  their  Lordships 
Tould  be  very  much  surprised  if  the 
police  made  a  foray  upon  the  Carlton  or 
the  Beform,  that  the  tjeoretary  of  State 
■hoold  be  called  upon  to  prosecute  them 
at  the  public  expense,  on  the  ground  of 
equal  justice  to  rich  and  poor.  They 
were  told  that  tho  members  of  the  Inter- 
national Clab  were  poor  men.  As  in- 
dividnals,  no  doubt,  tbey  might  be  poor ; 
but  Then  they  were  considered  in  the 
aggregate  there  could  not  be  any  serious 
difficulty  in  their  procuring  funds  for 
eondaoting  the  prosecution.  Therefore, 
he  did  not  thiuk  that  the  allegation  of 
injustice  was  borne  out  by  the  facts  of 
the  case.  The  matter  bad  been  con- 
Mdered  by  the  late  Secretary  of  State, 
■ad  it  had  also  been  carefully  considered 
by  the  present  authorities  at  the  Home 
Office,  and  they  bad  not  been  able  to 
satisfy  themselves  that  there  was  any 
reason  why  they  should  adopt  the  un- 
usual course  of  undertaking  the  defence 
of  the  police  on  the  one  hand,  or,  on  the 
other  band,  of  paying  the  espenaes  of 
this  prosecution.  The  circumstances 
most  be  most  exceptional  and  uausual  to 
justify  a  course  like'that,  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  did  not  feel  himself  called 
Dpon  to  adopt  the  Tety  unusual  course 
mggeated  by  the  noble  Earl. 

Thb  Eabl  of  WEMYSS  said,  that 
the  oase  was  now  different  from  what  it 
vae  in  May,  as  the  police  had  been  com- 
mitted for  trial. 


Honn  adjourDcd  at  a  quarter  past  Eight 

o'clwk,  to  TburedHV  Bent,  n  quarter 

past  Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Tuuday,  2itk  Jtily,  1885. 


MINUTES.l— SurrLT— «w«i'i&r«rfi"n  ComwitiM 
—  CiYiL    Service    Ebtimatks- Class  IV.— 
Educatios,   SciBscE,   iND    Aht,   Voto   IS; 
Clash  III.— Lav:  and  Jusrics,  Tota  31. 
Seiolutioat  [July  Z7J  rtporled. 

Pbivate  Bu.La{iy  Order) — Contiiind  at  amended 
— Belfast  Contral  Railwaj'  (AbandonmeDt)  * ; 
Southampton  Corpora tioa.' 

B'larfrfliwi— Southwark  and  Vauxhall  Water. 

Public  Bills — Second  Reading— "Esfamg  Laws 
CoDtmuanCB*  [HI]. 

Cominiltte— Report —  Third  Reading  —  liunacj 
Acts  Amendment  [244];  Metropolitan  Po- 
lice Staff  Buperannuation'  [240] ;  Patent 
Law  Araendroent "  [2401,  and  patted. 

Report  —  Elementary    Education   FroTiaional 
Orders    Conflrmatton    (Birmingham.    £c.)' 
[2'28] ;    Local    GovommeDt  ([relandj  Provi- 
sional Orders  (Public  Health  Act)  (No.  2)  • 
[2121. 

Third  Reading — Casloms  and  Inland  Beveoue 
(No.  2)  "  [223],  imApatud. 

PRIVATE  BUSINESS. 


SOUTHWARK  AND  VATJXHALL  WATER 

StL\^\_LoTdt'\\ln,  Order). 
SECOND  READIHO. 

Order  for  Second  ^Reading  read. 

Colonel  MAKINS  said,  be  thought 
it  would  save  the  time  of  the  House  if 
he  stated  what  the  promoters  intended 
to  do  in  regard  to  this  Bill.  He  was 
informed  by  the  promoters  ol  the  Bill 
that  although  tbey  were  fully  aware  of 
the  great  urgency  of  the  ntatter,  they 
were  also  aware  of  the  difficulties  in 
which  they  would  be  placed  in  carrying 
out  the  duties  imposed  upon  them  by 
Parliament  in  the  face  of  the  opposition 
which  had  been  raised  to  the  progress  of 
the  Bill.  No  doubt,  it  would  be  for  the 
interests  of  the  consutners  that  the  Bill 
should  be  passed;  but  looking  to  the 
period  of  the  Session  at  which  they  had 
now  arrtTod.  and  that  there  was  still  a 
possibility  that  the  Standing  Orders  of 
the  House  would  not  be  suspended,  the 
promoters  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
tbat  they  would  best  consult  the  con- 
venience of  the  House,  and  best  show 
their  respect  to  it,  by  not  persevering 
with  the  Bill.  He  proposed,  therefore, 
to  move  that  the  Order  for  the  second 
reading  .of  the  Bill  be  read  and  dis- 
charged.   If  any  ditficulty  ubould  arise 
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to  the  consumers  I'n  cnnseriiience  of  a 
defitiency  in  the  supply  of  water,  he 
hoped  it  would  be  clearly  understood 
that  the  blamo  would  not  rest  upon  tho 
Southwark  and  Vauxhall  Company,  who 
had  done  their  beet  to  make  proviBion 
for  the  wants  of  the  locality  by  legis- 
lation. If  any  difficulty  did  ariB©,  and 
complaints  were  made  of  an  inade- 
quate supply,  the  Houne  must  bear  its 
full  share,  and  a  very  lar^  share,  of  the 
blame.  But  considering  the  period  of 
the  Session,  and  of  the  probability  that 
the  progress  of  the  Bill  would  be  re- 
BiBted  at  every  stage  upon  the  Standing 
Orders  of  the  House,  he  thought  it  would 
not  be  fair  to  the  House  to  take  up 
more  of  its  time.  He,  therefore,  begged 
to  move  that  the  Order  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  BUI  be  read  and  dis- 
charged. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Order  for  the  Second  Head- 
ing of  the  Southwark  and  Vauxhall 
Water  Bill  ^^Lordi]  be  read  and  dis- 
charged."— [Colonel  Haiini.) 

Mr.  firth  eaid,  he  should  have  al- 
lowed the  Motion  for  the  withdrawal  of 
the  Bill  to  be  made  without  sny  obser- 
vation if  it  had  not  been  for  one  Teraark 
which  had  fallen  from  his  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Friend.  AVbile  ho  was  perfectly 
ready  to  take  a  full  share  of  the  reBpon- 
sibility  for  the  rejection  of  the  Bill,  he 
could  not  concur  in  the  statement  which 
bis  hon.  aud  gallant  Friend  had  made 
in  reference  to  the  necessity  for  the  Bill 
eo  far  as  the  interest  of  the  consumers 
■who  were  to  be  served  by  it  were  con- 
cerned. In  refuting  that  statement,  he 
(Mr.  Firth)  would  not  rest  the  matter 
upon  his  own  opinion,  but  would  cite  an 
authority  which  he  believed  his  hon. 
and  gallant  Friend  would  at  once  ac- 
cept. When  the  Bill  waa  brought  into 
the  House  of  Commons  last  year  for  the 
supply  of  Wimbledon,  tho  promoters, 
through  Iheir  counsel,  stated  that  the 
object  of  the  Bill  was  to  extend  the 
limits  of  supply  of  tho  Southwark  and 
Tauxhall  Water  Company. 

"Thnt,"  Baid  tho  learned  coaneol,  "is  tliB 
sole  object  ot  the  Itill.  It  eccks  no  capitn.1 
powBTB  whaWTcr.  It  simply  seeks  statutory 
authority  for  doing  that  which  for  the  lust  30 
yeua  has  been  dons  without." 

That  WBB  to  Bay,  that  it  sought  simply 
to  coatinuB  under  Parliamentary  powers 
for  providing  a  supply  which  for  30 
Colmel  Sfakint 


venrsit  had  provided  without  such  Par- 
liamentary powers.  He  would  refer  to 
another  authority  which  his  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Friend  would  also  accept.  Evidenoa 
in  support  of  the  Bill  waa  given  by  Mr. 
Knight,  who  stated  that  for  some  years 
ho  bad  been  Chairman  of  the  Southward 
and  Vauxhall  Water  Company.  Mr. 
Knight  was  asked  by  the  Obainnan  at 
the  Committee — 

"Are  yon  able  to  supply  tho  higher  IbtbI 
with  (greater  taulitiea  than  the  Lambeth  Com- 
pany ?■" 
And  the  answer  to  that  question  waa — 

"  At  the  time  when  the  arrangenient  m% 
made  I  believe  the  Lambeth  Company  could 
not  g;ive  that  supply  at  all,  and  we  did  it  for 
them.  But  I  believe  that  now  the  Lambeth 
Company  would  be  able  to  give  that  supply  if 
they  were  asked." 

"You  have  been  doing  itf — Yea,  ir«  hive 
done  it " — 


"  and  we  have  done  it  very  efficiently  and  very 
satisfactorily  for  the  last  five  or  six  yean  rinee 
I  have  been  connected  with  the  Company." 
Then  followed  a  question  to  which  he 
(Ur.  Firth)  wished  particularly  to  draw 
the  attention  of  bis  bon.  and  gallant 
Friend,  because  he  was  satisfied  that  bis 
hon.  and  gallant  Friend  would  not  seek 
to  impeach  any  statement  of  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Company. 

"  Is  order  to  supply  these  districts  efficiently, 
is  it  necessary  for  you  to  seek  any  fresh  capiul 
powers  of  any  kind  P — Not  a  penny. 

"  Have  you  both  plenty  of  moiiay  and'plenty 
o(  water  within  your  atntutory  powers  ?— Yes, 
ample.  Wa  have  ample  capital,  and  we  have  a 
surplus  of  something  like  H,ODn,UOn  gHlIaos  of 
nator  per  day  beyond  what  we  ore  diatriboting. 
Wo  are  now  diitributiiig  17,£00,0OD  gallona, 
and  we  can  and  have  distributed  25.000.000 
gallonB  p«r  day.  Wa  have  effected  a  saving-  by 
preventing  waste." 

In  reply  to  further  questions,  Mr.  Knight 
slated  that  the  powers  asked  for  were 
required  for  Wimbledon  in  order  to  pre- 
vent waste,  and,  he  added,  that  a  con- 
stant supply,  with  a  proper  system  of 
waste  prevention,  fended  to  diminish  the 
consumption.  Then,  as  to  the  question 
of  urgency,  Mr.  Shiress  Will,  who  ap- 
peared for  the  Wimbledon  Local  Board, 
said— 

"  I  am  here  on  behalf  of  the  Local  Autho- 
rity to  say  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  local 
requirements  of  Wimbledon  as  regards  water 
which  is  so  urgent  that  yon  should  be  asked  ta 
pass  this  Bill,  or  which  is  urgent  at  all." 

Mr.  SPEA.KEE:  Order!  I  murt 
remind  the  hon.   Qentleman  that  th« 
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Motion  before  tha  House  is  that  the 
Order  for  the  seeond  readiog;  of  the  Bill 
be  read  and  diachuved.  It  is  quite 
irregular  to  diacnas  the  merits  of  the 
Bill  upon  BQch  a  Uotion. 

Hb.  firth  said,  ha  accepted  the 
roling  of  the  Chair.  Ha  had  onl;  been 
anxious  to  point  out,  in  answer  to  the 
remarks  of  his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend, 
that  the  counsel  who  represented  the 
Wimbledon  Local  Authority  declared 
that  there  was  no  urgency  in  the  matter 
whatsoever. 

Colonel  MAKINS  :  This  year  ? 

Hk.  firth  :  No ;  the  statement 
made  last  year.  If  the  debate  had  gone 
on  he  should  hare  been  prepared  to 
afaow  that  the  ciroamatances  were  the 
aame  now,  and  that  the  Bill  had  been 
bronght  before  the  House  at  an  unfor- 
tunate moment. 

Question  put,  and  agrttd  to. 

Bill  withshrawn. 

Q  UESTIONS. 

EGYPT— MISSION  OF  SIR  HENRT 
DRUIIJIOND  WOLFF. 

Hb.  M-LAR£\  asked  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  If  he  oan  give  the 
House  any  further  information  as  to  the 
mission  of  the  Bight  honourable  Uem- 
ber  for  Fortemouth ;  and,  whether  he 
will  lay  the  tenns  of  his  instructions 
upon  the  Table  ? 

Tbe  CHANCELLORop  the  EXOHE- 
QUEB  (Sir  Michael  Hicks  -  Bkaoh)  : 
My  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Portsmouth  (Sir  H.  Drummond  "Wolff) 
will  be  accredited  to  His  Majesty  the 
Sultan  on  a  special  Mission  with  refer- 
ence to  the  affairs  of  Egypt,  and  in  the 
eiecution  of  the  same  Mission  he  will 
subsequently  proceed  to  Egypt.  Her 
Hajsety's  Qovemment  have  to  deal 
with,  and,  as  far  as  may  be,  to  settle, 
several  grave  and  difficult  questiona  in 
regard  to  that  country  which  are  still 
undetfTmiued.  The  territories  placed 
under  the  Khedive  by  the  Firman  of 
1879  maat  be  protected  from  the  recur- 
rence of  the  disturbances  to  which  in 
recent  years  they  have  been  exposed, 
and  must  be  assured  in  as  great  a  degree 
as  possible  the  blessings  of  good  govern- 
ment and  of  peace.  It  is  iu  the  execu- 
tion of  this  duty  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  resolved  upon  sendtDg 
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out  my  right  hon.  Friend ;  but  it  is  not 
usual  to  la^  on  the  Table  beforehand 
the  instructions  given  to  an  Envoy  going 
to  a  foreign  countrr. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE:  Will  tbe  right 
hon.  Qentleman  be  good  enough  to  say 
whether  we  shall  have  an  opportunity 
of  discnssing  the  policy  of  the  Govera- 
ment  in  this  matter,  and  whether  he 
will  give  us  an  opportunity  by  putting 
down  the  first  stage  of  the  Appropriation 
Bill  at  such  an  hour  that  a  debate  could 
take  place  upon  it  ? 

Tns  CH  ANOELLOE  of  tkbEXOHE- 
QUER  :  We  shall  be  anxious  to  afford 
every  facility,  and  I  rather  anticipated 
that  some  diacusaion  of  the  kind  would 
arise  on  the  Appropriation  Bill. 


PARLIAMENT  —  BUSINESS  OF  THE 
H0UME-UNIVEE8ITIES  (SCOTLAND) 
BILL. 

Mb.  WEBSTER  asked  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  Whether,  hav- 
ing regard  to  the  neceaaity  of  ample 
time  being  afforded  for  the  discuasion  of 
the  Universities  (Scotland)  Bill,  the 
prospect  of  prolonged  opposition  to  its 
provisiona,  and  the  advanced  period  of 
the  Seaaion,  be  will  now  see  fit  to  an- 
nounce, for  the  convenience  of  the 
Kouae,  that  the  Bill  will  not  be  pro- 
ceeded with  this  Sasaion?  The  hon. 
Member,  observing  that  the  Chancellor 
of  tbe  Exchequer  woa  not  yet  present, 
said  he  should  postpone  the  Question 
till  he  saw  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
his  place. 

The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  foe 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  R. 
AssHETON  Choss)  :  Will  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber allow  me  to  say  that  if  this  Bill  does 
not  go  through  it  will  certainly  be  due 
to  the  opposition  of  the  hon.  Member 
himself,  who  will  have  to  account  for  it 
to  the  people  of  Scotland. 

The  CHANCrXLOEoF THE  EXCHE- 
QUER (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Brach), 
having  now  arrived  in  his  place,  said : 
Looking  to  the  list  of  Bills  on  the  Paper, 
and  to  the  opposition  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber and  some  other  Members  from 
Scotland,  I  am  afraid  we  cannot  hope  to 
proceed  with  this  Bill. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  was  understood  to 
ask  whether  he  was  to  accept  this  as  a 
final  answer  1 


[No  reply.] 
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KATT— THE  EVOLHTIOKAltY  SQtTAD- 
EOK-H.M.S.  "AJAX." 

Me.  BERESFOED  (for  Lord  Hekby 
Lexhox)  asked  the  Eirat  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  Whether  hie  attention  has 
been  called  to  tha  facta  stated  in  Tht 
Daily  TeUgrapk  of  the  20th  July,  by  its 
Gorreapoodent  with  the  Evolutionary 
Squadron,  that,  during  the  recent  Naval 
practice,  H.M.8.  Ajax  behaved  in  an 
extraordinary  manner,  her  helm  appear- 
ing at  times  to  lose  all  command  of  her, 
and  that  a  serious  collision  with  Q.M.B. 
Agincourt  was  only  averted  by  that  ship 
backing  astern  at  full  speed ;  whether 
it  is  true  that  H.M.S.  Ajax,  although 
one  of  our  most  recent  ironclads,  is  not 
a  safe  ship  to  manoeuvre  with  a  squad- 
ron, when  going  at  any  but  the  lowest 
rate  of  speed ;  and,  whether,  if  this 
Btatoment  be  true,  the  sole  responsi- 
bility for  such  constructive  blunder  rests 
with  the  Constructive  Department  at 
Whitehall ;  and  if,  iinder  suoh  circunj- 
Btnnoea,  he  will  take  steps  at  once  to  re- 
organise that  Department  ? 

The  EIE3T  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Lord  Qeokoe  Hahilton)  :  A 
Btatement  to  the  above  effect,  purporting 
to  come  from  the  Correspondent  to  Ths 
Daily  TtUgraph  with  the  Evolutionary 
Squadron,  was  seen  by  mo ;  but,  as  no 
official  Bepott  on  this  point  has  reached 
the  Admiralty,  I  attach  little  importance 
to  such  a  statement  unless  supported  by 
trustworthy  evidence  and  report.  I  am 
informed  by  Sir  Geoffrey  Hornby  that 
the  Ajax,  up  to  the  speed  at  which  she 
has  been  tried  with  the  Evolutionary 
Squadron — namely,  about  10  knots — is 
not  considered  to  bo  an  unsafe  ship  to 
manceuvre  with  a  squadron. 

SiK  JOHN  HAT  asked  whether  Sir 
Geoffrey  Hornby  had  expressed  an  opi- 
nion whether  going  at  a  speed  beyond 
10  knots  the  Ajax  was  a  safe  ship? 

The  first  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY: She  has  not  been  tested 
beyond  10  knots. 

THE    ADMIRALTT-A    PEEMANENT 

FINANCE  LORD. 
Mr.  BERESFOED  (for  Lord  HEsaT 
Lehnox)  asked  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  Whether  he  is  aware  that 
much  disappointment  prevails  in  the 
public  mind  at  his  declaration  that  he 
was  not  prepared  to  take  any  steps 
towards  the  appointment,  as  Permanent 


Finance  Lord,  an  independent  fiDantdw, 
with  the  view  of  securing  an  effectual 
financial  control  over  our  Naval  expen- 
diture in  the  future ;  whether  there  be 
in  the  terms  of  the  Patent  of  1869,  undo- 
which  Boards  of  Admiralty  are  now  con- 
stituted, anything  to  render  illegal  the 
appointment  of  a  Permanent  Finaoee 
Lord  ;  and,  if  so,  what  that  objection  is: 
whether  it  is  contemplated  that  8ir 
Gerald  Fitzgerald,  recently  appointed 
Accountant  General  of  the  Navy,  shall, 
as  the  chief  of  one  of  eight  Departments 
at  the  Admiralty,  in  admtion  to  the  mul- 
tifarious duties  already  devolving  upon 
his  present  office,  be  called  upon  to 
undertake  the  onerous  and  reaponaible 
duty  of  endeavouring  to  institute  and 
continue  effectual  -financial  control  ot« 
the  seven  other  Admiralty  Depart- 
ments? 

The  first  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Lord  Geoeob  Hamiltom)  :  I 
am  not  aware  that  there  is  any  wi^  on 
the  part  of  the  public  that  an  indepen- 
dent  and  permanent  Finance  Lord  should 
be  added  to  the  Board  of  Admiralty. 
On  the  contrary,  with  ths  exception  of 
two  articles  advocating  this  proposal, 
evidently  written  by  the  same  person,  in 
two  weekly  papers,  I  have  not  read  or 
received  a  single  opinion  favourable  to 
such  a  suggestion.  There  is  noinsaper- 
able  legal  obalades  to  the  appointment 
of  such  an  official ;  but  the  eelf-evident 
objection  to  the  proposal  is  that  if  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  is  associated 
with  an  independent  and  permanent  Col- 
league, who  is  to  control  the  finance  of 
the  Navy,  this  official,  and  not  the  Par- 
liamentary Representatives  of  the  Da- 
partment,  will  be  roBpondbleforthe  ex- 
penditure sanctioned  and  incurred.  The 
Accountant  General  of  the  Navy  is  at 
present  the  only  permanent  official 
charged  with  the  duty  of  checking  and 
controlling  the  expenditure  of  all  the 
Departments  of  the  Admiralty,  and,  if 
his  duties  are  to  be  properly  performed, 
it  is  clear  that  he  must  be  invested  Tvith 
such  authority  as  will  enable  him  to 
effectively  discharge  his  duties. 

THE  ROYAL  UNIVERSnr  OF  lEE- 
LAND-ESAMINATIOHS. 
Mr.  JUSTIN  M'CARTHT  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  In  what  subjects  the  Senate 
of  the  Royal  University,  Ireland,  pro- 
pose to  examine  candidates  orally  at  the 
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The  OHAKOELLOE  opthe  EXCHE- 
QUER (Sir  lIicuASX  Hickb-Bbaob)  : 
On  cDDsultation  vith  the  proper  autho- 
rities, I  find  that  the  neceBeary  arrange- 
menta  wUl  bo  made  on  the  illuegB  of  the 
Serjeant- at- Arms  or  Deputy  6erjeant 
to  prevent  anj  inconretiience  arising. 


•econd  examination  in  arts,  and  to  what 
extent  such  oral  examination  will  be 
carried? 

The  chief  SECEETAfiY  fob  IRE- 
LAND (Sir  WuxiAM  Hart  Dyke):  1 
am  informed  that  candidates  for  honours 
will  be  examined  oralljr  in  the  subjoots 
in  which  tbej  seek  honours,  and  that 
pass  candidates  will  be  examined  ontll; 
in  experimental  physios,  chemistry,  bio- 
log?'  ^^^  geology.  The  extent  to  which 
this  examination  will  be  carried  must  be 
left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Examiners 
within  the  limits  of  the  course  defined. 
I  have  given  the  hon.  ]tf  ember  the  infor- 
mation he  seeks,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to 
do  so  ;  but  I  rather  doubt  the  utility  of 
pnttiDK  Questions  upon  matters  which 
arewithin  the  competence  of  the  Oovem- 
ing"  Body  of  the   University  to    deter- 


POOR  LAW  (IRELAin))-BAirrHT 
UNION. 

Mb.  DR\SY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  the  promised  inquiry  into  the 
alleged  irregular  alterations  of  the  rate 
books  of  the  Bsntry  Union  has  yet  taken 
place ;  if  not,  whether  he  will  compel  the 
rerieing  officer  to  proceed  to  an  inquiry 
at  onco  ;  and,  whether  he  wilt  take  steps 
to  have  Mr.  Gilhooly,  P.L.G.,  who  has 
made  charges  against  certain  of  the 
Union  officials  and  others,  informed  of 
the  day  on  which  it  is  intended  to  have 
the  rate  books  examined  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Sir  WnxUK  Hart  Dyke)  :  The 
Commissioner  of  Valuation  informs  me 
that  it  is  intended  to  investigate  this 
complaint  next  month,  nod  that  Mr. 
Gilhooly  will  receive  notice  prior  to  the 
holding  of  the  inquiry. 

PARLIAMENT— HOUSE  OF  COMSIONS- 
OFFICERS   OF   THIS    HOUSE-THE 
SERJEANT   AND   DEPUTY 
SERJEANT. 
Sia   ROBERT   FOWLER  (Lord 
Uatob]   asked  Hr.  Cfaanoellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  Whether  Har  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment would  consider  the  propriety, 
in  view  of  the   great    increase  of  the 
business  of  the  House,  of  arranging  that, 
in  case  of  the  Serjeant  or  Deputy  Ser- 
jeant at  Arms  being  absent  from  illness, 
the  Assistant  Serjeant  should  be  avail- 
able to  relieve  them  in  the  Chair  ? 


PARLIAIIENTARY  ELECTIONS-REOIS. 

TRATION    OF    VOTERS-ALLEGED 
MISCONDUCT  OF  OVERSEEES. 

Mr.  THOEOLD  EOGEES  (for  Mr. 
Eabp)  asked  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  Whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  fact  that 
a  solicitor  named  Metcalf,  residing  at 
Southwell,  Notts,  who  is  acting  aa  the 
Conservative  Re^stration  Agent  for 
the  Newark  Division,  has  issued  books 
to  the  overseers  with  a  request  to  be 
furnished  with  copies  of  the  renters 
marked  to  indicate  the  polities  of  the 
persons  entered  upon  such  registers, 
under  the  initials  C.  for  Conservative, 
L.  for  Liberal,  and  D.  for  doubtful ;  and 
whether  the  said  solicitor  has  received 
from  overseers  books  lo  marked ;  and, 
what  steps  he  proposes  to  take  in  refer- 
ence to  such  conduct  on  the  part  of  over- 
seers paid  for  their  services  by  the  Go- 
vernment ? 

Tub  president  .-y  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BO.UiD  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour)  :  The  Conservative  registra- 
tion agent  has  asked  the  chairman  of 
the  Coneervetive  registration  commit- 
tees and  others  to  mark  copies  of  the 
registers,  as  stated ;  but  Mr.  Metcalf 
positively  denies  that  any  such  applica- 
tion has  been  made  to  an  overseer  with 
the  knowledge  that  he  held  the  office  of 
overseer,  and  the  Report  I  have  re- 
ceived from  the  Local  Government  Board 
Inspector,  whom  I  requested  to  look  into 
the  matter,  ontirfly  confirms  this  denial. 
The  hon.  Membsr  is  under  a  misappre- 
hension in  supposing  that  ovoreoers  are 
paid  for  their  services  by  the  Govern- 
ment. The  office  of  overseer  is  an  un> 
paid  and  compulsory  one. 

POOR  LAW  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES)— 
CONWAY   UNION— MR.  PAVIES, 
MEDICAL  OFFICER. 
Me.  THOROLD  ROGERS  asked  the 
President    of    (he    Local    Government 
Board,  Whether  it  is  the  case  that  Mr, 
Thomas  Daviee,  appointed  district  medi- 
cal officer  to  the  Conway  Union  in  1873, 
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and  confirmed  by  the  LocrI  Oovernment 
Board,  was  allowed,  in  addition  to  his 
salary  of  £75  a  year,  the  extra  fees  al- 
lowed by  the  Z<ocal  Governmeot  Board 
and  the  cost  of  aupplyiog  oxpeDBire 
dmgB,  the  district  containiog  an  area  of 
16,550  aores,  with  a  rapidly  increasing 
population ;  whether  the  Board  is  aware 
that  the  Conway  guardians  hare  atriven 
to  compel  Mr.  Davies  to  commute  his 
extra  fees  and  the  cost  of  drugs  for  £10 
a  year;  and  that,  on  Mr,  Davies  re- 
fusing; to  accept  this  commutation,  the 
Board  has  cancelled  his  contract,  and 
irithheld  payment  of  his  fees  and  last 
quarter's  salary ;  and,  whether  he  will 
inquire  into  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  and  protect  Mr.  Davies  in  case  hn 
has  heen  wrongfully  used  ? 

The  president  of  thb  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  A.  J. 
RiLFonB) :  Mr.  Daviea  was  appointed 
medical  officer  of  the  Conway  Union, 
-with  the  salary  of  £76  and  tho  extra 
fees  allowed  by  the  Local  GoTemment 
Board,  and  the  Guardians  entered  into 
a  contract,  under  which  they  agreed  to 
pay  him  for  cod  liver  oil  and  quinine. 
In  January,  1883,  the  Guardians  pro- 
posed to  commute  the  payment  for  the 
fees  and  medicines  referred  to  for  £10 
per  annum.  Mr.  Davies  objected,  and 
the  proposal  consequently  was  not  sub- 
mitted to  the  Board.  The  contract  was 
determined  two  years  ago ;  but  this  can- 
oelling  of  the  contract  did  not  affect  Mr. 
Davies's  tenure  of  office.  There  is  a  dis- 
pute as  to  certain  charges  for  medicines , 
but  we  are  not  aware  of  any  reason  why 
the  salary  of  the  officer  should  be  w"' 
held,  and  we  have  so  informed  the  Gi 
dians. 

POST  OFFICE  (IRELAND)— THE  DUBLIN 
SORTISO  OFFICE. 

Mb.  sexton  asked  the  Postmaster 
General,  Whether  he  will  reform  thi 
system  of  penalties  in  force  against  the 
Boiting  clerks  in  the  Dublin  Sorting 
Office,  whereby  a  clerk  one  hour  late 
(the  time  prescribed  for  attendance  being 
4.45  a.m.)  is  obliged  to  do  three  and  a- 
half  hours'  punishment  duty,  and  to  pay 
for  a  messenger  sent  to  his  residence, 
and  suffers  an  arrest  of  bis  annual  in- 
crement of  pay  7 

The  postmaster  GENERAL 
(Lord  JoHK  Makmers)  :  In  Dublin  offi- 
cers who  are  late  by  as  much  as  one 
bonr,  either  on  Sunday  morninge  or  on 
2£r.  Thorold  Sogm 
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as  many  as  four  other  mornings  in  tbe 
month,  are  adjudged  extra  duty  to  per- 
form ;  but  their  annual  increment  of  pay 
is  not  arrested  nnless  their  attendance 
during  the  12  months  prior  to  tbe  date 
on  which  the  increment  becomes  due  has 
been  habitually  irregular.  The  attend- 
ance is  by  no  means  as  regular  as  it 
ight  to  be  BTen  under  the  present  sys- 
tem, and  I  certainly  see  no  reason  for 
altering  it  on  the  aide  of  relaxation. 

CONTAGIOrS    DISEASES    (ANIMALS) 

ACT— ORDER    IN    COTTKCIL— 

SWINE. 

Mr.  GLARE  BEAD  asked  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  If  he 
is  aware  of  the  serious  loss  and  inconve- 
oe  which  has  resulted  from  the  re- 
cent Order  in  Council  which  compels  all 
pigs  exhibited  at  any  market  or  public 
sale  to  be  slaughtered  in  three  days ; 
and,  if  he  will  amend  the  Order  by  ex- 
tending the  time  that  may  elapse  before 
slaughter  to  six  days  ?  

The  chancellor  of  the  DtlCHT 
01'  LANCASTER  (Mr.  Chapxjk),  ia 
reply,  said,  that  no  complaints  had  yet 
been  received  by  the  Privy  Conncil  as  to 
serious  loss  and  inconvenience  arisio^ 
from  the  recent  Order  in  Council.  Ho 
was  quite  able,  however,  to  understand, 
in  view  of  the  recent  hot  weather,  that 
three  days  might  be  too  short  a  time 
within  which  to  insist  on  compulsory 
slaughter,  and,  if  the  Privy  Council 
should  receive  any  communications  or 
Memorials  to  that  effect,  they  might  bo 
prepared  to  extend  Uie  time. 

SECRETARY  FOR  SCOTLAND  BILL. 

SiK  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  asked 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  If  he 
can  give  an  assurance  that  the  only 
Scotch  Bill  which  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment have  expressed  the  intention 
cf  carrying  forward,  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  Bill,  shall  not  be  further  post- 
poned till  the  Land  Purchase  (Ireland) 
Bill,  and  other  Bills  which  have  come  or 
may  come  from  the  other  House  of  Par- 
liament later  thau  the  Secretary  for  Soot- 
land  Bill,  and  so  be  endangered  for  want 
of  time  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  ofthk  EXCHE- 
QUER (Sir  Michael  Hicks- Bkacm)  said, 
be  might  remind  the  hon.  Gentleman 
that  &6  second  reading  of  the  Scotch 
Secretary  Bill  had  already  been  taken, 
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M  that  it  hod  naturally  some  precedenoe 
oni  the  Land  Purchase  Bill,  which  was 
not  ia  luch  a  favourable  position.  The 
QoTenimeDt  would  do  wnat  they  could 
to  me«t  the  conTeuience  of  Scotch  Mem- 


H.K.  STATIONERY  OFF[OE— 
OOlfTEACTS    FOR    GOVEHNMENT 

PHINTINO. 
Mb,  BrLA.NDS  asked  ths  Secretarf 
to  the  Tteasuiy,  Whether  in  the  pro- 
posed new  contracts  for  Government 
printing  it  has  been  arranged  that  the 
wmtnujts,  if  satisfactorily  eiecuted,  will 
Temain  in  force  for  ten  jears ;  and,  if 
that  i»  the  case,  whether  he  will  state 
to  the  Hoase  the  reasons  which  may 
haie  induced  tho  Treasury  to  sanc- 
tioa  a  contract  for  so  long  a  term  of 

JMM? 

The  8ECRETAEY  to  the  TREA- 
SUBY  (Sir  Hkkbt  Holland),  in  reply, 
uid,  the  GoTemment  contracts  for  print- 
ioc  would  be  for  10  years,  so  as  to  en- 
tUe  smaller  firms  to  tender.  The  average 
nlue  of  the  contracts  would  be  from 
£10,000  to  £30,000  a-year,  and  if  the 
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BOOS  but  larfte  firms  would  tender  foi 
thm. 


UW  AND  POLICE— USE  OF  BICYCLES 

ON  PDBOC  K0AD3— FURIOUS 

DBIVING. 

Ka.  HICKS  asked  the  Secretary  of 

8t»t8  for  the  Home  Department,  Whe- 

tWhia  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the 

itUemant  in  TK*  Obieroir  of  last  Sunday, 

llut  a  charge  against  the  owner  of  a 

lu<7dfl  for  furious  driving  bad  been  dis- 

nuMcd  by  Hr.  Bushby,  on  the  ground 

Uut  be  had  no  jurisdiction ;  and,  whe- 

iknhe  will,  during  the  recess,  prepare 

■  Bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  street 
tnffie  with  reference  to  vehicles  of  all 
4««CTiption8  ? 

Thk  8ECRETAET  op  STATE  fob 
m  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  R. 
AsiHBioit  Ckoss],  in  reply,  said,  he  coald 
not  understand  this  decision,  because 
"uidonbtedlj  several  persons  had  pre- 
TOudy  been  fined  for  furious  driving  of 
bicycles  on  the  ordinary  road.  There 
*U  a  recent  decision  that  a  bicycle  was 

■  carrriage,  and  that  its  rider  was  a 
urirer  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act, 
^  to  the  second  part  of  the  Question, 
it  would  require  very  eeriouB  considera- 


tion, and  he  could  not  answer  it  at  pre' 

TEADE  AND  COMMERCE-THE  UNITED 

STATES  AND  THE  BlUTISH 

WEST  INDIES. 

Sir  CHARLES  TENNANT  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
Whether  any  Despatch  has  been  re- 
ceived from  the  Governor  of  Barbadoea 
enclosing  a  Copy  of  a  Petition  to  the 
House  of  Assembly,  or  any  other  Papers, 
showing  the  anxiety  of  the  inhabitants 
for  the  speedy  completion  of  the  trade 
arraagements  between  the  British  West 
Indies  and  the  United  States;  and,  whe- 
ther Her  Majesty's  Government  are- 
taking  any  steps  to  conclude  the  draft 
Convention  embodying  those  trade  ar- 
rangements F 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fob 
THE  COLONIES  (Colonel  Stanijiy),  in 
reply,  said,  that  such  a  despatch  had 
been  received,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the 
Petition  and  other  papers.  He  was 
afraid  he  would  not  be  able  to  give  any 
definite  answer  to  the  hon.  Gentleman 
upon  tbe  subject  at  the  present  time. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  was  aware  that  an 
iufluential  deputation  lately  came  to  the 
Colonial  Office,  and  their  representations 
would  be  laid  before  tbe  Government, 
and  would  receive  all  due  considera- 
tion. 

MOTIONS. 


PARLIAMENT  —  PEIVILEGB  —  SPEECH 

OF  MR   BRIGHT   OF  JULY  24tb. 

XEBOLDTION. 

Mb,  OALLAN  :  I  rise,  Sir,  to  ask  tbe 
permission  of  the  House  to  coll  attention 
to  a  speech  recently  delivered  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  senior  Mem- 
ber for  Birmingham  (Mr.  John  Bright). 
That  speech  is  correctly  reported,  I  pre- 
sume, m  Tkt  Daily  Neat  of  Saturday, 
tbe  25th  of  July,  because  I  find  that  in 
Tha  Daily  Chronielt  and  The  Daily  TtU- 
graph  the  words  of  which  I  complain 
are  ipnaima  vtrha  the  same.  The  re- 
port which  appears  in  TA*  Timet  differs 
somewhat;  but  that  paper  hae  apparently 
condensed  the  remarks  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  I  should  not  have  thought  it 
necessary,  uaderanyothercircum  stances, 
to  introduce  a  matter  of  this  kind,  but 
for  the  grave  nature  of  tbe  charges  made 
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against  a  number  of  hon.  UemboTa  of 
tfaiB  House,  who,  although  not  named 
personally,  are  charged  by  tba  right 
hon.  Oentleman  with  "  dialoyaltj  to  the 
Grown  and  bouadlees  sympathy  for 
criminals  and  murderers."  1  am  aware 
that  in  this  House,  in  1882,  the  right 
hon.  QenUeman  the  late  Home  Secre- 
tary (Sir  William  Haroourt)  took  upon 
himself  to  charge  an  hon.  Member,  in 
his  absence— for  there  ib  always  pru- 
dence in  the  right  hon.  Oeuueman'a 
speeches — with  sympathies  of  a  similar 
character.  But  the  speech  of  which  I 
complain  was  delivered  by  the  right 
bon.  Gentleman  the  senior  Member  for 
Birmingham  (Mr.  Bright}  at  a  banquet 
to  do  honour  to  £arl  Spencer,  the  late 
Yiceroy  of  Ireland,  not  in  an  obscure 
comer,  but  on  an  occasion  whicb  will  be 
memorable — I  might  almost  say  historic 
— in  connection  with  the  great  Whig 
Party.  The  right  bon.  Oentleman,  to- 
wards the  close  of  the  proceedings,  in- 
dulged in  one  of  his  usual  tirades  against 
those  whom  he  supposed  had  done  him 
and  his  Party  some  wrong.  I  will  read, 
Sir,  the  observations  of  which  I  com- 
plain. The  right  bon.  Gentleman 
aaid — 

"  Wliatever  ii  due.  Lord  Spencer  hM  bad  hii 
Bbaro  in  the  respongibility,  and  hs  mait  have  his 
share  in  the  oredit  and  glory.  [Cheen.)  Well, 
now,  in  this  meeting  perlups  I  ma;r  beper- 
mittad  to  aak  who  are  hit  asuilanta  ?  (Hsar, 
hear.)  They  are  to  be  found  in  some  couduotora 
of  the  Iriui  Press,  and  in  some  of  those  who 
profeu  to  l*s  Representatives  of  Ireland,  and 
who  sit  in  that  charaotor  in  the  Houie  of 
Commoni.  Now,  these  men— I  speak  of  those 
who  have  brought  these  hideous  charges  against 
Lord  Spencer  —  I  saj  that  they  are  disloyal 
to  the  Crown, and  that  they  are  hostile,  dirscUj 
hoatila,  to  Great  Britain.  (Cheers.)" 
Now,  I  say  that  I  have  taken  the  Oath 
of  Allegiance ;  and  I  have  attacked 
Lord  Spencer.  Therefore,  I  am  stigma- 
tized by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  as  a 
perjurer,  because  I  have  taken  the  Oath 
of  Allegiance  that — 

"  I,  A.  B.,  do  (wear  that  I  wiU  be  &ithful, 
and  hear  trae  allegiance  to  Her  Majesty  Queen 
Victoria,  her  heirs  and  snooeMora,  according  to 
law.    So  help  me  God." 

And  I  do  not  regard  the  words  of  the 
Oath,  as  some  hon.  Members  regard 
them,  as  words  of  an  idle  and  meaning- 
less character.  As  a  member  of  the 
Boman  Catholic  Church,  I  regard  the 
taking  of  the  Oath  aa  a  most  solemn  act, 
and  I  will  take  the  description  of  how 
I  regard  the  words  of  the  Oath  from  the 
Mr.  Calkn 


late  Member  for  North  Devon  (Sir 
Stafford  Northcote)  — "  I  regard  tko 
Oath  as  a  most  solemn  invocation  of  the 
Supreme  Power."  Nevertheless,  as  an 
assailant  of  Earl  Spencer  and  some  of 
his  acts,  I  am  accused  in  so  many  worda 
of  being  disloyal  to  the  Grown,  and  a 
peijurer — a  oharge  I  repudiate  willi 
scorn  and  contempt.  The  right  bon. 
Gentleman  iq  his  speech  proceeded  to 
say — 

"They  have,  so  far  as  they  could  do  it, 
obstructed  all  legislation  which  was  intended  to 
discover  or  to  prevent  or  to  punish  crime. 
Throughout  these  years,  ever  since  the  lata 
Qovemment  was  formed,  or  nearly  ao,  there 
has  beeu  nothing  done  in  the  direction  of  dia- 
covering  crime  or  of  convicting  and  puuiahing 
criminals  which  has  not  heen  lUrectly  and  psr- 
■istently  obstructed  b;  these  meo,  who  profess 
to  be  the  friends  of  Ireland,  and  who  have 
been  the  main  and  virulent  assailants  of  Iiord 
Spencer." 

— ["Hear,  hear!"/n)w  tht  Front  Oppo- 
sition £meh.'\ — I  am  glad  to  hear  that 
cheer.  I  am  glad  to  bear  tbe  endorse- 
ment of  that  foul  and,  I  will  say,  that 
false  charge.  I  am  glad  to  hear  that 
cheer  coming  from  tbe  Whigs  and 
Badicals  above  tbe  Gangway,  and  I 
hope  the  Irish  people,  both  in  England 
and  Ireland,  will  boar  that  cheer  in 
memory.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
further  said — 

"  They  have  inmlted  and  denoauoed  every 
man  in  Ireland  concerned  in  the  just  adminia- 
tnition  of  the  law.  Thoy  have  attacked  the 
Viceroy  in  a  manner  that  hitherto,  I  thiijc, 
has  been  utterly  unknown  with  regard  to  tha 
great  Offioera  of  the  Crown  in  this  Kingdom." 

I  will  say  that  no  great  Officer  of  tha 
Crown  in  this  Kingdom,  within  my 
memory,  has  so  rightly  deserved  thaso 
attacks  as  Earl  Spencer.'  When  wo 
made  those  attacks,  we  made  them  in 
the  face  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
not  at  a  select  meeting  of  our  own 
partisans — 

"  They  have  attacked  the  men  against  whom 
no  charge  whatsoever  of  any  kind  could  by  any 
possihihty  he  aathenticated." 

We  charged  Bolton,  we  charged  Corn- 
wall, and  ve  charged  French — aye,  and 
we  proved  our  charges.  Yet  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  says  that  we  "  attacked 
men  against  whom  no  charge  whatso- 
ever of  any  kind  could  by  any  possibility 
be  authenticated." 

Mb.  JOHN  BEIGHT :  When  X  used 
the  word  "men,"  I  used  the  word 
"Judges"  before  it.  I  said — "Judges, 
men  against  whom  no  oharge  oooid  bf 
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any  powibilitr  be  antheBticated."  The 
Tord  "Judges"  is  left  out  of  the  re- 
povt,  M>  that  what  the  hoo.  Gentlemaa 
ia  Mjiu^  na\r  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  matter. 

Ma.  CALLAN  :  They  are  not  the 
vords  apon  which  I  iotend  to  found  a 
Uotion ;  bat  I  accept  an;  explanation 
the  rifrht  hon.  Oeatleman  may  offer.  I 
hope  ne  will  be  able  to  g^ive  a  full 
explanation  when  he  has  the  oppor- 
taoity.  In  bis  speech  the  right  non. 
Qentleman  west  on  to  say — 

"Their  have  attacked  the  Law  OfBcan  of 
th«  Crawn,  uid  they  have  attaclcad  indiscrlmi- 
Bitelj  ererj  jorjr  by  which  any  guilty  man  hm 
bftn  ooaTictod.  (Choen.)  Now,  what  thsy  huva 
ohibitcd,  on  the  contrary,  is  this — a  bouud- 
!*■  ayiiipathy  for  cnminalj  and  inorderen. 
(LondchMia.)" 

Thfse  charges  against  Members  of  the 
Hoase  of  Commons  conEtttute  a  distinct 
hrsach  of  Privilege,  and  in  support  of 
that  proposition  I  will  quote  two  prece- 
dnts.  The  first  ia  reported  in  Matuard, 
Third  Series,  yol.41, 1838,  Februar72Gth, 
page  104.  The  expressions  complained 
(rf  «ers  from  the  report  in  Tht  Morning 
P»*t  of  February  22nd,  163S,  and  were 
read  by  the  Clerk  at  the  Table— 

"Be  (Ur.  O'Connell)  did  not  mines  tb» 
■■tUr.  Hia  words  might  appear  in  the  pablio 
Fn»— ha  hoped  they  would .  Ireland  wa»  not 
■fefrom  thepeijniyof  th«BDgli»haDd  Scotch 
gratry,  who  took  oathi  according  to  jtutice  and 
Toted  according  to  Party." 

For  that  Speech,  Mr.  O'Connell  was 
brought  before  this  House,  and,  having 
spprared  in  his  place,  he  justified  the 
voida  be  had  used.  I  am  not  going  to 
joitify  the  words,  because  they  were 
nted  to  be  ft  breach  of  the  Frivilegea 
of  this  Hoase,  and  Mr.  O'Connell  was 
cennired.  The  next  case  upon  which 
I  T«ly  for  bringing  the  apeeoh  of  the 
right  boD.  Oentleman  within  the  Bules 
cf  the  House  in  regard  to  breach  of 
Pririlege,  is  oue  whion  happened  ia  the 
TMr  1873.  On  Monday,  the  aist  of 
Uuch  in  that  year,  an  article  appeared 
ia  Tht  PaU  Midi  0ai*tU,  which  was 
<>ieDght  under  the  notice  of  the  House 
CD  the  following  Thursday,  April  3,  by 
llr.  Unnster,  the  then  Member  for  Mal- 
W.   That  article  charged — 

"  Tixt  the  Irish  Ultraoiontans  Membert  had 
"•wted  to  any  quibble  dijcovetablo  in  the 
twtuiicilities  of  the  law  of  Parliament  to  defeat 
ttddsya  musare  like  Mr.  Fawcetfs,  which 
"^  the  fronnd  from  under  their  venisj  agita- 
tKOi,  ind  their  traffic  in  noiay  diiloyalty ." 
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On  that  occasion,  one  Irish  Member, 
who  I  perceive  was  at  the  dinner  to 
Lord  Speacer  at  which  the  charges  of 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Birmingham 
were  made,  asked  what  was  meant  by 
the  term  '-  disloyalty."  It  was  the  hon. 
Member  for  Gal  way  (Mr.  Mitchell 
Henry). 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  r  The  hon. 
Member  for  the  County  of  Galway. 

Mb.  CALLAN :  I  accept  the  correc- 
tion of  my  hon.  Friend.  I  am  sure 
he  does  not  wish  to  be  mentioned  as 
having  been  present  at  the  banquet. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Galway  County 
asked — 

"What  can  ba  meant  by  the  term  'dis- 
loyalty,' eicapt  to  charge  them  with  conduct 
that  would  maVs  them  unworthy  to  be  Mem* 
here  of  this  House." — (3  Eaniard,  [115]  S33,) 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  charged 
UBWith  being  disloyal  to  the  Crown,  and 
in  language  far  more  specific  than  that 
which  was  employed  in  the  article  in 
The  Pali  MaU  GasulU.  In  the  course  of 
the  debate  upon  27i«  Pall  Mall  Gmttt*— 
and  I  think  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
the  Member  for  Birmingham  will  do 
well  to  study  that  debate — the  late 
Attorney  General  (Sir  Henry  James) 
said — 


i.  &3b.) 

That  was  when  we  were  supporting  the 
Liberal  Party,  when  the  Irish  Ultra' 
montane  Members  were  found  day  after 
day  and  night  after  night  in  the  Lobby 
with  the  Whigs  and  Liberals.  The  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  then  said 
that  everyone  must  sympathize  strongly 
with  the  feelings  of  the  Irish  Members 
when  they  deemed  that  their  character 
was  aspersed  or  their  loyalty  called  in 
question.  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  ia  in 
the  House  at  the  present  moment ;  but 
I  hope  that  when  I  come  to  make  my 
Motion,  he  will  extend  his  sympathies 
towards  the  Irish  Members  who  deem 
their  conduct  to  have  been  aspersed  and 
their  loyalty  called  in  question,  by  ap- 
pearing in  the  same  Lobby  with  Uiem. 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  GenUeman 
further  said — 

"  No  excuse  OT  apology  is  needed  on  the  part 
of  the  hon.  Gentlemen  who  have  brought  this 
matter  forward  on  account  of  the  article  to 
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irbioli  thej  liav«  called  attention.  Everybody 
must  e^mpatbizB  with  them  if  the  artiole  ncre 
i«BUy  intended  to  txavno  the  motive*  and  chs- 
ncters  of  bon.  Members." — (Ibid.) 

Will  the  Liberal  ex-Attorney  General 
espress  similar  sentiments  now  ?  I  Km 
glad  to  afibrd  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Birmingham  an 
opportunity  for  declaring;  that,  in  the 
language  be  used,  he  had  no  intention 
to  asperse  our  motives  or  charBoter.  The 
right  hon.  aad  learned  Qenttemau  said — 
and  I  suppose  he  is  a  great  authority  in 
this  House  on  all  queations  concerning 
Parliamentary  regulations  and  law — 


II  mUtec  if  the  honour  and  character  of 

MemWi  of  tbii  Rome  aro  publicly  aaparaed. 
Certainly  it  ii  a  matter  whioh  eaonot  be  fot  rid 
of  by  a  joke."— (Jit</.  fiSS.) 

Beferring  to  Sir  Erskiue  May's  Lav 
and  Practiet  ofParliammt,  I  find  it  there 
laid  down  that — 

' '  Id  order  to  conititDte  a  breach  of  PrlTilege 
a  libel  complained  of  muit  concern  the  character 
or  conduct  of  Mamben  in  that  capacity." 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  after  asking 
who  Lord  Spencer's  assailants  were, 
said — 

"They  are  to  befoond  in  lome  of  thoie  who 
profeu  to  be  Qepreaentatirei  of  Ireland,  and 
who  lit  in  that  cbuacter  in  the  Houie  of  Com- 

That  substantially  brings  them  within 
the  rule  laid  down  by  the  late  Attorney 
General — namely,  that  their  character 
must  have  been  aspersed  and  their 
loyalty  called  in  question  as  Members 
of  the  House  of  Commons.  That  taw  I 
hold  to  be  still  good.  The  next  instance 
which  I  wish  to  bring  forward  is  one 
which  was  brought  forward  in  this 
House  by  my  Fredeoessor  in  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  county  of  Louth — the 
late  Mr.  A.  M.  Sullivan— of  whom,  how- 
ever much  we  may  have  differed  on  some 
occasions,  I  am  glad  to  have  this  oppor- 
tunity of  saying  that  no  man  more 
esteemed  his  hl^  personal  and  political 
character  than  I  did  and  have  continued 
to  do.  On  that  occasion,  which  is  re- 
ported in  SanMri,  Third  Series,  Vol. 
222,  pages  330,  331,  and  332,  Monday, 
February  15, 1875,  Mr.  Sullivan  brought 
forward  a  speech  which  had  been  made 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
IVome,  now  Mr.  Justice  Lopes ;  and  I 
wish  the  House  to  compare  the  language 
of  Mr.  Lopes  with  that  of  the  right  hon. 
Mr.  CalUm 


Gentleman  the  Member  for  Birmioghara. 
The  language  complained  of  was  this— 
Mr.  Lopes  had  asked — 

"  What  wu  the  present  potition  of  the 
Liberal  Party  F  In  the  Bouse  (kF  Commons  they 
vBTS  deierted  by  their  Chief,  who,  by  his  Utfal 
appearance  in  the  House,  disappointed  their 
hopea.  Xhey  were  allied  to  a  djirepntable  Irish 
band,  whose  watchword  in  the  Udum  was  Home 
Rule  and  Bepealofthe  Union." — (Z  Htntard, 
[iwj  318.) 

We  find  the  same  words  banded  abont 
again.  The  Liberal  Party,  when  they 
find  that  we  do  not  follow  them  as  be> 
fore,  say  that  we  have  entered  into  an 
unholy  alliance.  Wa  decline  to  follow 
tbem  in  their  coercive  policy  towards 
Ireland,  not  because  we  love  the  Tories, 
but  because  we  dislike  the  cant  and 
hypocrisy  of  Liberal  and  Radical  Mem- 
bers and  the  coercion  of  the  Whigs 
more  than  we  do  the  generous  fair  play 
of  the  Conservative  Party.  What  did 
Mr.  Disraeli  say  on  that  occasion  ?  He 
said — 

' '  I  am  not  here  to  deny  that  it  is  a  breach  of 
Privilege  to  speak  of  any  Mamben  of  Ihia 
House  in  their  capacity  SB  suoh  in  terms  which 
imply  disgrace,  or,  as  the  hon.  Gentlemia  aotd, 
'  Ignominy.'  ...  No  doubt  the  Irish  Uembeis 
in  their  turn — at  least  a  section  of  them— ar« 
sometimes  spoken  of  in  »  manner  which  I  do  not 
at  all  Justify — which  would  not  be  permitted  in 
this  House,  or  which,  if  any  hon.  3Iember  had 
inadvertently  so  spoken  here,  would  give  rise  to 
the  opportunity  now  offered  to  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  of  showing  his  regret  for  soch 
language."— (/»irf.  330-31.) 

There  was  an  excuse  made  on  that  occa- 
sion, that  it  was  an  after-dinner  speech ; 
bat  that  excuse  does  not  hold  good  in 
regard  to  the  speech  of  the  right  hoc. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Bright),  because  I  find 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in 
drinking  the  health  of  Lord  Spencer, 
said — 

"  I  am  now  about  to  perfonn  a  duty  in  a 
beverage  which  is  much  more  ancient  than  wine, 
and  mach  more  wholeaomn.  But  1  am  tolerant 
in  matters  of  this  kind." 
We  all  know  that  the  right  hon.  Gten- 
tleman  is  prominently  characterized  by 
the  tolerance  of  his  opinions  of  those 
who  do  not  ^ree  with  him.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said — 

"  I  am  tolerant  in  matters  of  this  kind  as  in 
most  others ;  and,  therefore,  I  do  not  ask  every- 
one to  follow  my  example." 

I  am  quite  certain  that  if  we  had  con- 
tinued to  follow  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, as  we  did  for  so  many  years,  this 
language  would  never  l;ave  b«en  used 
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towuds  u:  Mr.  Dimeli,  on  the  ocoa- 
sion  to  whict  I  luve  referred,  west  on 
to  iay — 

"  Tha  hon.  Member  who  ipoka  tMond  in  the 
delwte  (Ur.  O'Connor  Power)  aiks  what  we,  on 
the  Front  Hiniiturul  Bench,  would  bars  dons 
if  thU  exprenion  had  beea  used  respectiDg  ui. 
Well,  Sir,  ....  I  think  I  may  aijr  what  all 
nir  Collekgnee  would  have  don*  would  hare 
biea  to  take  no  notice  of  it.  At  the  sams  time, 
I  do  not  saj  that  the  coune  we  ihould  have 
pnraaed  ooght  to  prsvont  Iriih  Jlembera  from 
Teceiving  the  latiBfactioD  to  which  they  are  aa- 
titled  from  my  hoa.  and  laamed  Friend,  who 
1  opportunity,  in  a  fall  House,  of 
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he  hai  done  n 


.  I  mean  fiaoUy  t 


1«linMd  Friend  will  now  make  au  of  this  oppor- 
tDDity,  ....  and  that  we  shall  be  able  to  ex- 
tricate the  House  from  the  painful  necetntj  of 
makinK  this  a  qaettioD  of  Ptiviiega." — {It'd., 
332.} 

Mr.  Lopea  explained,  expreised  regret, 
aad  withdroir  the  language  oomplained 
of.  He  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  follow  the  adrioe  given  b;  Mr. 
Disraeli  to  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Frome  (Mr.  Lopee).  The  Un- 
gru^e  which  Mr.  Disraeli  addreased  to 
Mr.  Lopes  I  now  oddreas  to  the  right 
hon.  Qontleman.  I  hope  h«  will  now 
•xeniM  the  privilege  aa  well  aa  the 
duty  of  an  English  gentleman  when  he 
has  done  wrong — a  course  which  will 
enable  fais  friends  to  respect  him  the 
more — that  be  will  frankly  express  bis 
regret,  and  relieve  the  House  from  the 
painful  necessity  of  making  this  a  ques- 
tion of  Privilege.  I  am  afraid,  how- 
ever, that  my  appeal  may  not  prove 
succesafu],  eapecially  when  I  remember 
that  this  is  not  the  first  time  the  right 
hon.  Qe&tlemau  has  made  an  appear- 
ance in  a  case  of  breach  of  Privilege. 
A  Uttle  more  than  two  years  ago,  he 
appeared  in  this  House  to  answer  a 
charge  of  breach  of  Privilege  brought 
forward  by  Sir  Stafford  Xorthcote.  Ou 
that  occasion  he  had  charged  the  Con- 
servative Party  with  being  in  alliance 
with  the  Irish  rebel  Party ;  and  upon 
that  occasion  he  was  extricated  out  of 
his  difficulty  by  the  right  hon.  Geiille- 
msD  then  at  the  head  of  the  OoTcm- 
ment.  I  commend  to  the  notice  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  language  then 
used  by  Mr.  Gibson,  whose  absence  from 
this  House  we  all  regret,  although  we, 
as  Irish  Members,  are  proud  of  his  ele- 
vation to  the  Upper  House.  Mr.  Gibson 
said  that  such  a  charge  should  be  met 
YOI*   CX3C.     [:tHiBD  sEBLEa.] 


by  apology,  by  withdrawal,  by  explana- 
tion, or  by  frank  and  manly  inaistance. 
I  invite  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  there- 
fore to  withdraw,  to  apologize,  or  to 
stand  by  bia  words.  I  will  not  venture 
to  trespass  further  upon  the  House, 
fearful  that  I  may  inadvertently  drop 
some  word  which  may  give,  or  may  ap- 
pear to  give,  offence.  I  come  here  as 
an  Irish  Member  hatine-  and  abhorring 
crime.  I  can  tell  the  Front  Opposition 
Bench  especially  that  I  have  no  sym- 
pathy with  criminals,  whether  against 
the  moral  law  or  the  law  of  the  land. 
I  have  bad  my  feelings  outraged  when 
I  found  esses  of  great  criminality  over- 
looked by  the  Home  Secretary  within 
the  last  few  months.  I  abhor  and  detest 
crime.  Every  murder  which  takes  place 
in  Ireland  makes  me  so  unhappy  that 
my  greatest  wish  is  to  detect  it.  I  have 
such  an  abhorrence  of  murder  that  for 
daya  I  have  not  come  to  the  House 
ashamed  on  account  of  some  fearful 
murder  which  had  been  committed  in 
Irdand ;  and  yet,  because  I  am  an  as- 
sailant of  Lord  Spencer  now,  I  have 
been  spoken  of  in  the  language  used  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  For  years  I 
entertained  a  lii^h  respect  for  that 
Nobleman.  Of  hia  first  Administration 
in  Ireland  I  have  preserved  a  kindly 
memory ;  and  neither  in  this  House  nor 
out  of  it  have  I  said  a  word  against 
Lord  Spencer,  until  I  may  almost  say 
the  muraer  of  Myles  Joyce.  From  that 
moment  I  became  acquainted  with  the 
Lord  Lieutenant's  action  at  the  time  of 
that  man's  esecuiion  I  have  assailed 
Lord  Spencer  in  the  House  on  every 
occasion  on  which  I  have  thought  proper, 
and  I  will  continue  to  do  so.  And  yet, 
because  I  am  an  aasailant  of  Lord 
Spencer,  I  am  to  be  stigmatized  as  dis- 
loyal to  the  Crown,  and  as  having  a 
boundless  sympathy  for  criminals  and 
murderers.  I  would  ask  the  Clerk  at 
the  Table  to  read  the  words  complained 
of,  and  then  I  will  a^rwards  move  the 
Beaolution  of  which  I  have  given  No- 
tice. 

The  said  Paper  was  then  delivered  in, 
and  the  paragraph  complained  of  read 
by  the  Clerk  at  the  Table. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed^ 
"  That  the  expreuions  in  the  Speech  of  the 
Bight  honoarable  John  Bright.  deliTered  ia  the 
Westminster  Palaca  Hotel  on  Friday  night,  the 
241h  of  July,  as  reported  in  Thi  Daily  Xtm  of 
Saturday,  the  2Sth  of  July,  chafing  that  oer- 
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■in  Utnnben  'who  profeu  t 
tires  of  Ireland,  nod  wbo  (it 
in  the  HoiiBe  of  ConnnanB.  ari 
CrowQ,"  und  that  '  they  hnve  ei 
lew  aympatby 


he  TepreaeatA- 
9  that  character 

dialoral  to  thi 
libitedabound- 

murderera.'  an 


Mb.  JOHNBEIQHT:  Mr.  Speaker, 
in  offering  a  few  observations  to  the 
House,  I  will  begin  by  Kiring  a  little  in- 
formation to  the  hon.  Member  who  has 
brought  forward  this  Motion.  There 
are  Members  from  Ireland  to  whom  my 
words  apply ;  but  as  far  aa  I  know  he  is 
not  one  of  them.  I  do  not  recollect,  ex- 
cept on  this  oocBston,  and  during  his 
speech  to-night,  when  he  has  made 
grave  and,  I  think,  almost  horrible 
charges  against  Lord  Spencer — I  do  not 
reoollect,  except  on  this  occasion,  hearing 
him  say  either  in  this  House  or  that  I 
ever  read  anything  that  be  has  said  out 
of  it,  that  would  have  justified  me  in 
including  him  in  the  number  of  those 
to  whom  refereoce  was  made  in  my 
speech  the  other  night.  I  only  say  that 
for  the  sake  of  explaining  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  that,  at  any  rate,  I  hare  not 
done  him,  nor  have  I  ioteaded  to  do 
him  any  injustice;  and  if  he  has  suf- 
fered from  it  I  will  now  relieve  his 
mind  by  telling  him  that  not  for  one 
moment  has  he  ever  been  in  my  mind 
guilty  of  the  charges  that  I  have  broutcht 
against  some  of  his  countrymen.  The 
hon.  Member  I  presume  comes  forward 
to-night  in  the  character  of  a  protector 
of  his  countrymen,  and  I  have  no  ob- 
jection at  all  to  the  question  be  has 
raised  as  to  what  I  eaid  some  nights 
ago,  or  to  the  further  consideration  of 
it  by  the  House  and  the  country,  which 
it  will  have,  no  doubt,  from  the  discussion 
which  ia  now  proceeding.  Let  us  see 
vhat  was  the  object  of  the  banquet  in 
which  this  terrible  speech  was  made. 
The  object  was  to  bring  together  a  large 
number — I  euppose  there  were  nearly 
SOO — of  persons  there,  Members  of  the 
two  Houses  of  Parliament,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing  the  general  esteem  in 
which  the  character  of  the  late  Viceroy 
of  Ireland  is  held,  and  for  the  purpose, 
as  it  might  occur,  of  meeting  some  of 
the  charges  which  bad  been  made 
against  him.  The  hon.  Member,  and  in 
fact  the  Bouse,  will  know  that  Lord 
Spencer  in  hia  speech  on  that  occasion 
did  refer  to  a  great  many  of  the  aerious 
charges  made  against  him,  and  gave 
auoh  auewers  to  them  as  be  was  able  to 
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give,  answers  which  were  certainly  satis- 
factory to  the  200  Members  who  were 
aesembled  there.  It  is  a  natural  thing, 
in  discussing  these  charges,  to  ask  who 
it  is  that  makes  tfaem,  and  what  are  the 
charges  that  are  made ;  because  the 
same  complaint,  coming  from  one  source, 
might  be  very  serious,  while,  coming 
from  another,  it  might  be  very  trifling. 
It  seemed  to  me  a  proper  opportunity 
of  entering  a  little  into  this  question, 
and  I  went  into  it,  perhaps,  a.  little 
deeper,  although  in  much  fewer  words 
than  those  which  were  used  by  others 
who  spoke  on  that  occasion.  Now,  aa 
to  the  charges  that  were  made  against 
Lord  Spencer,  what  I  have  heard  just 
now  from  the  hon.  Gentleman  shocks 
me;  and  if  I  had  heard  bim  before  that 
speech  I  think  I  should  have  been 
obliged  to  include  the  hon.  Member 
in  what  I  said.  There  ia  no  meanness 
of  which  any  man  can  be  guilty — none 
which  can  be  attributed  to  a  Governor  or 
Buler  in  anyposition— that  has  not  been 
constantly  imputed  to  Lord  Spencer;  and 
more  than  that  in  the  Irish  Press,  and 
I  would  not  say  not  even  by  some  Irish 
Members.  It  has  been  stated  distinctly, 
over  and  over  again,  that  Lord  Spenoer 
sent  to  the  gallows  men  whom  ha  kaew 
to  be  innocent.  If  that  charge  is  mode, 
it  is  impossible  to  put  into  words  a  more 
grievous  charge.  The  most  guilty  mur- 
derer whobas  gone  to  the  gallows  was  not 
himself,  if  that  be  true,  more  guilty  than 
Lord  Spencer.  Well,  then,  these  are 
charges  which  the  hon.  Member  himself 
in  this  House,  and  no  doubt  a  consider- 
able number  in  Ireland,  and  writers  in 
the  Irish  Press,  have  brought  against 
(be  Viceroy,  the  Bepresentative  of  the 
Queen.  If  that  be  so,  would  it  be  a 
hard  thing  to  say  that  such  nereons  aa 
these  are  disloyal?  If  Lord  Spencer 
has  represented  the  Queen  in  the  City 
of  Dublin,  and  as  the  Viceroy  of  Ire- 
land, surely,  if  he  has  not  been  guilty 
of  crimes  as  atrocious  as  those  which 
have  been  imputed  to  him,  no  man 
would  make  such  charges  unless  he  waa 
disloyal  to  the  Viceroy  and  disloyal  to 
the  Queen.  Now,  as  to  the  question  of 
disloyalty,  the  hon.  Member  gives  me 
the  opportunity  of  referring  to  the  case 
which  was  brought  forward  two  years 
ago  from  this  Bench  by  Sir  Stafford 
Northcote.  Sir  Stafford  Northcote  evi- 
dently did  something  that  he  had  no 
heart  in  at  all.    The  proposition  waa 
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merely  this — and  the  whole  piopodtios 
waa  quite  absard— Sir  Stafford  North- 
cote'a  only  charg^e  vas  that  I  said  that 
when  the  Tory  Party  went  into  the 
Lobby  they  foaud  themMives  ia  alli- 
ance—  that  is,  acting  and  voting  to- 
(l^ther  for  the  time — with  the  Irish 
Party.  I  did  not  say  they  had  any 
special  contract — nothing  of  the  sort ; 
but  as  both  went  into  the  same  Lobby, 
they  were,  for  the  time  being,  in  alliance. 
When  I  came  to  answer  Sir  Stafford 
Nortboote,  I  had  the  idea  that  be  was 
going  to  complain  of  somethiDf;  more— 
that  niB  Fnends  down  here  (the  Irish 
Uembere)  were  termed  by  me  "the 
rebel  Party  "  in  the  speech  I  made  at 
Birmiogham,  and  which  was  called  in 
question.  Sut  when  I  mentioned  that 
in  the  House  and  epoke  of  them  as  the 
rebel  Party,  did  any  of  them  repudiate 
it?  Do  they  repudiate  it  now?  [6'rw 
of  "  No ! "]  On  the  contrary,  they  ac- 
cepted it,  and  cheered  it. 

Ms.  MABUM  :  I  repudiate  it,  on  be. 
half  of  my  Party. 

Ms..  JOHN  BRIGHT :  I  have  not 
the  least  doubt  that  many  men  of  the 
Party  would  repudiate  it.  I  will  take 
my  hon.  Friend,  whom  I  have  known 
for  many  yeara,  the  Uember  for  Long- 
ford (Mr.  Justin  U'Carthy).  I  do  not 
beliare  he  is  a  rebel.  But  if  bon.  Mem- 
bers down  there  are  to  be  taken  by  their 
own  words,  by  their  own  writings,  and 
by  their  own  actions,  there  are  some  oi 
them  who  have  a  fair  claim  to  the  title 
of  rebel.  [An  Irish  Meubeb  :  We  rebel 
against  the  English  rule,  certainly.] 
The  hon.  Gentlemen  to  whom  I  refer 
constantly  describe  this  House  as  a 
foreign  House  ;  and  when  we  sat  on 
the  other  side^I  do  not  know  what 
wonld  be  the  term  now — they  smd  that 
we  were  a  foreien  Administration.  I 
only  bring  that  forward  to  strengthen 
the  argument  I  have  used,  and  to  jus- 
tify my  words.  But  there  baa  been  a 
little  incident  which  happened  just  now. 
If  report  be  correct,  a  very  important 
member  of  thelrishParty — I  mean  Hr. 
Davitt — has  been  asked  to  come  to  this 
House  by  one  of  the  constituencies 
ready  to  return  him.  Mr.  Davitt,  ex- 
cept when  a  landlord  is  in  question,  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  a  particnlarly  honest 
man.  I  think  that  moat  persons  who 
know  him,  however  much  they  may  dis- 
agree with  him,  still  have  a  certain  re- 
spect for  him  that  they  have  not  for 


some  others.  Well,  bnt  Mr.  Davitt 
says  that  he  will  not  oome  into  this 
House,  hecauae  he  will  not  take  the 
Oath  of  Allegiance  to  the  Queen ;  and 
there  are  others — I  will  not  name  them, 
but  I  have  heard  of  more  than  one — 
highly  respectable  and  honest  men  in 
Ireland,  who  would  be  admirable  Mem- 
bers of  this  House  ;  but  they  cannot,  in 
conscience,  take  the  Oath  of  AlJoiciance, 
because  they  are  not  loyal  to  the  Ttirooe. 
That  is  one  of  the  charges  which  I  have 
brought  againat  some  hon.  Gentlemen ; 
and  I  think,  from  the  way  in  which  they 
have  received  my  ohservations,  it  is  quite 
clear  that  it  is  a  charge  they  do  not 
repudiate.  I  have  said,  further  —  I 
think  it  was  one  of  the  points  to  which 
the  hon.  Member  referred — that  these 
Qeotlemen  bad  done  what  they  could 
to  obstruct  legislation  in  1661  and  1882. 
Now,  I  am  not  about  to  defend  the  le- 
gislation of  1R8I  and  18112.  I  think 
that  the  logidation  of  1881  was,  unfor- 
tunately, a  great  mistake,  though  I  was 
myself  a  Member  of  the  Government 
that  was  concerned  in  it.  But,  as  re- 
gards the  obetructton,  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that  a  very  large  majority  of 
the  House  of  Commons  supported  those 
measures ;  and  whether  they  were  wise 
or  foolish  measures,  at  any  rate  thoy 
were  believed  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons to  be  absolutely  necessary,  and, 
therefore,  to  be  wiae.  Everybody  who 
was  in  this  House  at  that  time  knows 
perfectly  well  how  much  bon.  Members 
obstructed.  They  may  reconcile  it 
with  their  duty,  and  I  entirely  separate 
this  charge  from  other  charges.  I  nisy 
remark  that  I  am  not  going  to  complain 
of  their  obstruction.  Tt  is  quite  pos- 
sible for  me  to  conceive  of  circum- 
staucee  in  this  House  in  which  I  myself 
might  be  tempted— though  I  do  not 
think  I  should  have  persisted  in  it  eo 
long  as  they  did — to  do  somethtng 
in  order  to  prevent  a  Bill  from  passing 
which  I  thought  would  be  injurious  to 
the  country.  But  that  they  did  obstruct 
nobody  in  the  House  of  Commons  can 
doubt.  And  I  believe  that  the  only  time 
in  which  they  allowed  a  particular  clause 
to  pass,  which  the  Uovornment  did  not 
want,  was  when  they  went  out  of  the 
House  and  took  up  a  position  in  the  Gal- 
lery in  order  that  the  Government  might 
be  placed  inaminority,  and  that  a  clause 
might  be  put  into  the  Act  which  the 
Gorernmeut  did  not  want  to  have  put 
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into  it,  but  vbich  those  hon.  Gentlemen 
thought  would  make  the  Bill  more  hate- 
ful to  theirowncouotry.  Well,  1  said  that 
Xiord  Spancer  had  been  aBaoiled — the 
hon.  Member  (Mr.  Callan)  has  done  a 
little  in  that  line  to-night  —  end  that 
they  had  also  assailed  the  JudgsB.  I 
the  speech,  as  read,  the  word  "  Judges 
ia  left  out.  It  cornea  before  the  word 
"msD,"  I  said  they  assailed  the  Judgei 
thejaesaijed  the  Law  Officers;  and  they 
assailed  the  juries.  They  hare  said  over 
and  over  again — I  do  not  point  to  any 
particular  Member  here  now,  but  I  be- 
lieve soma  hon.  Members  have  said  it 
in  Ireland  ;  the  hon  Gentleman  has  al- 
most said  it  here  to-nigbt ;  but  it  baa 
been  frequentlj  naid  in  Ireland,  and  it 
has  been  Btat«a  in  the  Irish  Press — that 
Iiord  Spencer  hanged  innocent  men, 
knowing  them  to  be  innocent.  Then, 
again,  they  have  assailed  the  Judges, 
and  deolared  them  to  be  partial  and 

Sartizans.  They  have  assailed  the  Law 
Ssen  of  the  Grown,  and  charged  them 
with  packing  the  iuriea.  And  then, 
finally,  they  assailed  the  j  uries,  because, 
being  packed  juries,  they  would  easily 
be  rendered  corrupt.  That  is  what  they 
have  done ;  but  it  has  all  been  done  on 
one  ]in»— namely,  that  of  sympathy  for 
criminals  who  were  in  prison,  or  men 
under  trial;  and  I  have  never  heard 
any  emphatic  declaration  in  this  Ho 
or  out  of  it,  nor  have  I  read,  with 
Bcareely  any  exception,  declarations 
against  the  criminals,  except  at  the 
time  when  the  Phoenix  Park  tragedy 
took  place,  and  when  men  even  on  those 
—the  Irish — Benches  were  astounded 
and  were  cowed  by  the  feeling  that  then 
prevailed  throughout  the  whole  country. 
And  then  they  did  express  what  I  can- 
not bnt  believe  they  really  felt — that  a 
great  crime  bad  been  committed,  and 
that  great  sorrow  bad  been  spread 
throngbout  all  onr  people,  and  through- 
outlreland,  I  hope,  not  less  than  through- 
out England.  Suppose,  instead  of  say- 
ing what  baa  been  read  at  the  Table — 
suppose  I  bad  said  that  the  Irish  Party, 
every  man  of  them  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  was  loyal.  Suppose  I  had 
aaid  that  they  were  particularly  friendly 
to  Great  Britain— suppose  I  had  said 
that  they  all  encouraged  and  supported 
the  discovery  and  the  punishmetit  of 
crime  —  suppose  I  had  said  that  they 
trueted  and  supported,  bo  far  as  they 
could,  the  Viceroy  in  his  difficult  task 
ifi:  John  Bright 
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of  goveming  the  count  ry—euppoae  I 
had  iaid  that  they  supported  the  Judges 
and  the  Law  Officers,  and  that  they  had 
really  condemned,  in  strong  and  em- 
phatic language  continually,  all  tliose 
who  committed  these  great  crimes,  and 
offered  theapectacle  to  thecountry  of  aaoh 
criminals — suppose  I  bad  said  that  they 
had  exhibited  great  grief  at  the  violent 
and  murderous  crimes  which  bad  been 
committed  in  Ireland — suppose  I  bad 
said  exactly  the  opposite  of  what  I  did 
say,  and  if  that  had  been  read  from  the 
Table,  what  would  the  House  of  Cora- 
moDa  have  aaid,  or  the  Gentlemen  who 
were  present  at  that  dinner  table,  or 
the  pnblic,  or  the  Irish  Members  tbem- 
eelvesf  They  woold  have  aaid  that  I 
was  a  fool,  or  something  worse,  for 
making  statements  which  were  abso- 
lutely untrue,  and  they  would  have 
laughed  me  to  Ecom,  and  asid  that  I 
bad  spoken  for  the  sake  of  insulting 
them.  Therefore,  what  I  have  to  sa^ 
of  the  speech  is  this — I  will  not  say  that 
every  syllable  ia  accurate,  for  there  are 
words  left  out,  and  where  the  word 
"  every  "  comes  in  with  regard  to  juries 
itia  not  accurate;  it  should  be  "  many" 
juries,  and  the  word  "  Judgea  "  requires 
to  be  put  in.  But,  with  that  exception, 
I  say  that  every  word  of  the  speech  ia 
accurate  and  true.  I  say,  as  I  said  to 
200  of  the  first  gentlemen  of  England, 
that  every  Member  of  the  House  of 
Lords  and  the  House  of  Commons  might 
accept  it  as  such ;  and  scores  of  them 
have  told  me  bow  entirely  they  accepted 
and  agreed  with  every  word  I  uttered. 
Then  comes  one  other  question,  and  I 
will  have  done  in  a  sentence.  Suppos- 
ing all  this  is  true,  was  it  a  desirable 
thing  to  make  that  statement  on  that 
occasion,  and  to  bring  those  charges 
againat  any  Member  of  this  House  ? 
Well,  I  will  not  contest  the  point  at  all. 
It  is  for  you.  Sir,  to  say  whether  such  a 
course  is  a  breach  of  the  Frivilegea  of 
Parliament.  I  think  that  it  is  likely  a 
Bule  of  that  aort  may  be  used  on  very 
insufficient  basis  and  ground ;  but  it  I 
said  anything  on  that  occasion  which  ia 
contrary  to  the  Bulesof  Parliament  and 
the  decisions  of  yourself.  Sir,  or  of  pre- 
vious Speakers,  all  I  can  say  ia  that  I 
regret  it  very  much,  because  no  man 
has  a  right,  in  a  great  Assembly  like 
this,  to  set  up  his  own  opinion  againat 
the  opinion  of  the  A^embly,  and 
against  the  opinion  of   its   presiding 
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it  to  the  HouBG;  but,  as  to  regretting 
what  I  bave  eaid,  nothing  can  change 
my  opinion,  if  I  koov  it. 

Mh.  JUSTIN  M'OAETHT  com  to 
COD  tin  ue  the  clebftte. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  As  the  language 
attributed  to  the  right  boa.  Gentleman 
IB  now  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House  tha  right  bon.  Gentleman  will 
follow  precedent  \>y  withdrawing. 

Mb.  JOHN  BEIGHT  :  Cannot  I  stay 
here,  Sir.  if  I  do  not  vote  ? 

Ma.  SPEAKER  :  The  course  gene- 
rally followed  is  to  withdraw ;  and  the 
right  boo.  Gentleman  will  follow  pre- 
cedent by  witbdrawiug. 

Mb.  JOHN  BRIGHT  then  withdrew. 

Mb. JUSTIN M'CARTHT:  loonfees 
that  I,  tor  one,  very  much  regret  that 
the  Rules  of  the  House  compel  the  right 
bon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Bir- 
mingham to  withdraw  while  the  debate  is 
going  on,  as  for  many  reasons,  some  of 
them  persona],  I  should  prefer  that  the 
right  bon.  Gentleman  were  present  to 
listen  to  the  few  observations  I  shall 
have  to  make.  My  boa.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Loutb  (Mr.  Callan)  told  me 
of  bis  intention  to  bring  forward  this 
Motion  only  after  he  bad  already  taken 
steps  to  put  that  intention  into  action. 
Had  I  been  consulted,  and  had  he  aeked 
my  advice  aa  to  bringing  forward  the 
Motion,  I  would  have  had  no  hesitation  in 
recommending  the  hon.  Member  to  take 
no  notice  whatever  of  the  charges  made 
bjtherigbthon.GeDtleman.  Fersooally, 
I  am  not  fond  of  appealing  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  House,  which  I  know,  in 
the  main,  to  be  hoetile,  for  the  vindica- 
tion of  my  honour  and  character,  or  the 
honour  and  obaracter  of  those  Irish 
Members  who  act  with  me.  I  would 
much  rather  leave  the  decision  of  the 
t^ueation  to  a  future  and  a  niaer  time, 
when  passion  and  prejudice  will  not  rsge 
quite  so  strongly  aa  at  the  present  mo- 
ment. I  would  say  something  more. 
There  was  a  time  when  a  word  of  cen- 
eure  or  a  question  of  my  motives  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Birmingham  would  bave  affected 
me  deeply,  and  caused  me  the  severest 
pain.  That  was  in  the  days  so  honour- 
able to  the  right  bon.  Gentleman,  when 
be  showed  himself  the  friend  of  Ireland, 
when  he  waa  not  nearly  so  severe  upon 
Parties  who  were  opposed  to  him,  and 
whom  be  now  calls  rebela — days  whea 


Officer ;  and  if  the  House  of  Commone 
thinks  that  observations  like  mine,  and 
all  others  of  an  unpleasant  kind  against 
Members  of  the  House,  made  out  of  the 
House,  are  a  breach  of  the  Rules  and 
Privilegea  of  Parliament,  I  myself  shall 
regret  that  I  bave  committed  myself  so 
far.  But,  so  far  aa  the  truth  of  what  I 
have  said  is  concerned,  nothing  in  the 
world  will  induce  me  to  withdraw  an 
atom  of  it.  I  was  a  friend  of  Ireland 
ia  the  politics  of  this  couatry  when 
some  of  the  men  whom  I  bave  seen  on 
those  Bencbea  were  in  their  loog  clothes. 
For  more  than  30  yeara  past  I  have 
done  all  I  could  to  lay  before  the  public, 
both  in  Ireland  and  in  England,  to  lay 
before  Parliament  and  the  country  what 
I  believe  to  be  the  grievances  which  that 
country  endurea.  I  have  suffered  strong 
attacks  from  newspapers  and  from  pub- 
lic speakers  in  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment on  account  of  the  line  I  bave  taken 
in  regard  to  Ireland.  I  believe  the  suf- 
ferin^andtheill-treBtment  of  that  coun- 
try within  the  last  1 60  years  can  scaroely 
be  exaggerated,  and  my  sympathy  for 
it  has  been  as  strong  as  the  sympathy 
of  any  man  on  those  Bencbea.  And, 
Sir,  if  I  bad  seen  a  combination  in  Ire^ 
land — auch  as  I  once  advised  a  meeting 
of  Iriah  farmers  to  form — a  combination 
that  would  deal  fairly  and  justly  with 
all  questions  affecting  that  country, 
which  would  not  be  rebellious  to  ilus 
ooontry,  which  was  not  concerned  in 
criminal  actions,  which  was  not  in  alli- 
ance with  the  enemies  of  England  be- 
yond the  Atlantic,  which  did  not  receive 
money  from  them,  which  did  not  receive, 
aa  frieods,  the  criminals  they  sent  over 
to  this  country — if  I  bad  seen  an 
Iriah  association  which  dealt  with  eoma 
regard  to  moral  laws  while  urging  the 
great  juetice  of  the  claims  of  tbeir  coun- 
try, I  should  have  been  one  of  that  as- 
sociation, and  no  word  would  ever  have 
escaped  my  lips  to  lessen  the  influence 
of  those  men  in  the  country  which  they 
represent.  Sir,  I  have  done ;  I  bave 
only  to  repeat  that  if  you  decide,  or  if 
previous  Speakers  bave  decided — for  I 
presume  you  will  be  guided  very  much 
by  precedent — that  to  make  charges, 
such  as  I  have  made,  against  Members 
of  this  House,  is  not  to  be  allowed,  and 
is  contrary  to  the  RuUa  and  practice  of 
tbe  House,  I  submit  and  express  my 
regret  that  I  said  what  I  did  on  that 
That  being  so,  I  must  leave 
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the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  rot  stij^- 
matize  and  denouncs  as  rebellions  every 
opposition  made  to  an  English  Vioeroy 
— days  whan  he  himself  told  me,  I  then 
holding  the  opinions  I  now  hold,  that 
I  vaa  not  nearly  National  enough,  and 
that  if  he  were  in  my  position  he  would 
fight  much  more  strongly,  and  go  much 
further  then  I  did.  But  times  have 
changed  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman ; 
perhaps  an  u noon scious  change  has  come 
oyer  him;  but  from  the  moment  that 
his  own  Party  came  into  Oflice  he  left 
the  path  he  had  followed  with  regard  to 
Ireland,  and  he  renonnoed  the  princi- 
ples he  had  previously  held.  From  the 
very  moment  that  his  Party  came  into 
Office,  from  the  moment  that  any  objec- 
tion was  raised  to  the  coercive  measures 
of  hie  Colleagues,  he,  who  had  de- 
nounced coercion  in  other  days  with  an 
eloquence  no  other  man  can  pretend 
to,  became  impatient  of  any  opposi- 
tion to  coercion,  and  by  rapid  degrees 
became  the  enemy  of  Ireland,  and  of 
the  Party  which  he  knows  alone  repre- 
sents the  Irish  people.  We  know  that 
of  late  years  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  got  into  the  habit  of  expressing 
himself  rather  strongly  against  those 
who  do  not  agree  with  him  in  opinion ; 
and,  therefore,  when  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  applies  to  anyone  die  words 
"rebel,"  "knave,"  and  "  trait«r,"  we 
feel  that  that  is  only  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  way  of  announcing  that  he 
does  not  agree  with  something  someone 
may  hare  said  or  done.  As  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  done  me  the  favour 
to  allude  to  me  as  a  friend,  and  to  say 
that  he  doee  not  believe  I  am  a  rebel, 
although  a  Member  of  a  rebel  Party, 
I  would  say  that  the  friendship  of  the 
right  hon.  Oontlemaa  was  one  which 
I  was  once  most  proud  of;  but  of  late 
years  that  feeling  has  drifted  away  from 
my  memory,  and  his  appeal  does  not 
awaken  quite  so  Ktrong  an  echo  ae  it 
might  once  have  done.  What  does  the 
charge  of  rebel  imply?  I  am  not  a 
rebe^  because  I  believe  that  rebellion  is 
unnecessary  and  impossible  of  success. 
I  am  not  a  rebel,  because  I  believe  we 
can  accomplish  very  great  chnni^es  in 
Ireland  by  following  out  in  the  English 
House  of  Commons  the  coarse  we  have 

fursned  for  the  lost  fire  or  eix  years, 
am,  therefore,  not   a  rebel,  nor  a 
Member  of  a  rebel  Party;  but  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  who  regards  a 
Mr.  Jiutin  WCartiy 


chnrge  nsainst  thn  Viceroy  as  identical 
with  a  charge  of  disloyalty  against  tba 
Sovereign — if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
were  to  ask  me  in  the  face  of  this  House 
what  my  sentiments  are  in  ref^rd  to  the 
rights  which  we  claim  from  this  House, 
I  would  tell  him  that  rebellion  has  bean 
jnetilied  orer  and  orer  again  when  it 
hoe  been  necessary,  but  only  as  a  last 
resort;  and  I  hold  that  I  shontd  be 
amply  justified  in  being  a  Member  of  a 
rebel  Party  if  it  were  not  possible,  by 
peaceful  agitation,  to  overthrow  a  system 
which  I  know  to  be  bad  and  ricions. 
Having  made  that  declaration  I  will  eay 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  thb  EXCHE- 
QITERfSir  Michael  Hioks-Bcach)  :  I 
would  venture  to  express  a  hope  that 
this  matter  need  not  occupy  mach  time. 
I  regretted  rery  much,  when  I  saw  the 
report  of  the  remarks  of  the  right  b«L 
Oenileman  the  Member  for  BirmingluuB 
(Mr.  John  Briirht),  that  he  had  not  imi- 
tated the  excellent  example  set  by  the 
noble  Marquess  opposite  (the  Marqttess 
of  HartinRton),  and  by  Lord  Spencer 
himself,  in  the  moderation  of  the  obser- 
rations  which  they  made  on  the  snbject 
of  Ireland  on  that  occasion.  The  ooble 
Marqness  opposite  entered  into  some 
topics  with  regard  to  which  I  cannot 
admit  the  justice  of  his  criticism.  I 
allude  to  bis  references  to  the  action  and 
the  policy  of  the  present  QoremmcDt. 
But  not  one  word  which  fell  from  him. 
or  from  Lord  Spencer,  could  hare  been 
objected  to  as  improper  to  be  used  in 
debate  in  this  House.  The  right  boa. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Birmingham, 
however,  felt  himself  impelled  on  that 
occasion  to  use  the  language  which  has 
been  quoted  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Louth  (Mr.  Callan),  and  of  which  I  can 
only  say  that  if  the  right  hon  Gentleman 
had  used  it  in  his  place  in  the  House  of 
Commons  he  would  have  been  called  to 
Order  by  you,  Sir,  and  directed  to  with- 
draw it.  If  I  am  right  in  that  opinion. 
I  think  it  follows,  from  what  was  said 
this  evening  by  the  right  hon.  Oentle- 
roan  himself,  that  he  would  he  dispoMd 
to  admit,  at  any  rate,  that  bis  remarks 
were  out  of  place.  But,  Sir.  the  ques- 
tion, to  my  mind,  is  not  whether  the 
language  which  has  been  used  does  or 
does  not  constitute  a  breach  of  the  Pri- 
vileges of  the  House  of  Commons,  but 
whether  the  House  of  Commons  ia  well 
advised  on  this,  or  od  similar  oeeuaaa*, 


269 


ParliameiU — 


{Jcrt-Y  28,  18821 


I'ritihge. 


270 


in  taking  notice  of  sach  lan^aa^a  ae  a 
bivftch  of  PriTilege.  Allueion  has  been 
made  to  a  debate  raieed  by  the  late 
Hr.  A.  M.  Suiliran,  then  Member  for 
Lotith,  with  reference  to  some  obserra- 
tioDS  made  by  tbe  present  Mr.  Justice 
Lopes,  who  had  characterized  certain 
Irish  Members  who  at  that  time  fol- 
lowed the  Leadership  of  the  late  Mr. 
Butt  as  a  disreputable  band.  Lord 
BeaconsGeld,  on  that  occasion,  made 
some  remarks  which  are  well  worthy 
the  attention  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
He  called  attention  to  the  fact,  which  I 
am  afraid  grows  on  us  ererj  year,  that 
Uiere  is  at  these  after-dinner  meetings, 
and  on  many  occaaioDs  of  political  discus- 
non  out-of-doors,  a  kind  of  conventional 
language  used  by  persons  in  regard  to 
othersofoppositepoliticalopinioDB,  which 
is  certainly  not  Parliamentary  language, 
and  which  sometimes,  as  he  observed, 
is  not  even  the  English  language  itself. 
Lord  BeaconsSeld  went  on  to  say,  in  reply 
to  questions  addressed  to  him  by  some 
Irish  Member — I  think  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Loath  himself^tbat  if  he 
and  his  Colleagues  on  the  Treasury 
Bench  had  been  called  a  disreputable 
band  he  should  have  taken  no  notice  of 
the  ohseiration  at  all.  Well,  the  hon. 
Uembera  for  Louth  (Mr.  Callan)  and 
Longford  (Mr.  Justin  M'Carthy)  have 
for  themselves  entirely  repudiated  the 
applicability  of  the  remarks  of  tbe  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  BJr- 
nungham.  Tbey  have  repudiated  those 
remarks  with  indignation.  Does  it  not 
f<^w  &om  the  very  fact  of  that  repu- 
diatioQ  that  they  may  afford,  at  any 
rate,  to  leave  tbe  remarks  unnotioed,  as 
we  should  leave  them  bad  they  been 
addreased  to  ns?  The  House  should 
remember  that  we  are  on  the  eve  of  a 
very  hot  electoral  campaign.  We  have 
already  had  some  foretaste  of  what 
may  be  said  of  the  Ooveroment  in 
that  campaign  from  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  junior  Member  for  Bir- 
mingham (Mr.  Chamberlain),  who  ac- 
cused us  the  other  day  of  political 
immtvality,  if  not  of  eometbing  worse. 
Well,  we  do  not  intend,  whatever  may 
be  said  by  that  tight  hon.  Gentleman 
— and  we  know  that  the  weaker  his  case 
the  more  violent  is  his  language  likely 
to  be~-we  do  not  intend  to  ask  the  pro- 
tection of  the  House  bydeclaring  any  lan- 
guage that  may  be  used  against  ns  to 
be  a  breach  of  Privilege.    I  think  that 


the  hon.  Members  for  Louth  and  Long- 
ford, and  those  who  agree  with  them  in 
the  opinions  they  have  expressed,  might 
with  propriety  follow  that  example;  for 
I  am  sure  it  would  not  be  desirable  for 
this  House  to  set  up  the  precedent  of 
treating  as  a  breach  of  Privilege  re- 
marks or  writings  out-of-deors  directed, 
not  against  individual  Members,  but 
against  the  Members  of  a  politics t 
Party.  Were  we  to  adopt  that  course, 
we  should  not  know  where  to  stop,  and 
the  adoption  of  it  would  lead  to  de- 
bates in  this  House  which  would  em- 
bitter our  political  differences,  materially 
interfere  with  the  progress  of  that 
Business  which  we  are  ansions  to  for- 
ward, and  in  the  end  would  not  be 
satisfactory  or  creditable  either  to  the 
House  or  to  the  country.  Therefore, 
Sir,  for  these  reasons,  without  reference 
to  the  language  which  may  have  been 
used,  and  quite  irrespective  of  anything 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Birmingham  (Mr.  John 
Bright)  has  said  to-night  in  his  justifi- 
cation, I  feel  myself  unable  to  support 
the  Besolution  nhioh  has  been  pro- 
posed. 

The  Marqitess  of  HABTINGTON  : 
I  need  scarcely  say  that  I  entirely  agree 
with,  and  intend  to  support,  the  conolu- 
sion  at  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
tbe  Chancellor  of  tbe  Exchequer  haa 
arrived.  I  understand  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  intends,  if  this  Motion 
is  pressed,  to  give  his  vote  against  it, 
and  to  recommend  those  who  follow  his 
Leadership  to  do  the  same.  In  that 
advice,  as  I  have  said,  I  entirely  concur. 
My  right  boD.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Birmingham  (Mr.  John  Bright),  in  the 
speech  which  he  has  jnst  delivered,  has 
done,  in  my  opinion,  all  that  which  the 
House  can  expect  from  any  one  of  its 
Members.  While  maintaining  tbe  accu- 
racy and  truth  of  the  statements  which 
he  has  made,  he  has  submitted  himself 
to  the  judgment  of  the  House  as  to  the 
appropriateness  and  legality  of  the  use 
of  such  terms  as  he  employed  at  tbe 
banquet  given  to  Lord  Spencer  respect- 
ing any  of  its  Members.  He  has  sub- 
mitted himself  to  the  judgment  of  the 
Speaker  of  tbe  House  and  of  the  House 
itself.  Now,  Sir,  I  presume  that  if  you 
had  considered  that  tbe  language  which 
was  used  by  my  right  hon.  Friend  con- 
stituted in  iistlf  a  breach  of  the  Privi- 
leges of  this  House,  you  would  havs 
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coniidered  it  your  duty  to  give  some 
timation  of  that  fact ;  but,  as  3-ou  have 
not  done  bo,  I  conclude  that  you 
aider  it  is  a  case  in  which  it  is  not  n 
■ary  to  give  a  ruline  of  the  kind  which 
I  have  deecribed,  aod  that  the  question 
is  one  for  the  House  itself  to  decide. 
think  the  House  vill  be  of  opinion  that 
languaf^o  of  this  character — language 
such  as  has  been  used  by  my  right  bon. 
Friend — is  not  language  with  which  it 
IB  desirable  to  deal  as  language  iuvolviog 
a  question  of  Privilege,     But,  although 
I  entirely  concur  in  the  conclusion   at 
vbich  the  right  hen.  Qenlleman  oppo- 
site has  arrived,  I  must  say  that  1  feel 
some  disappointment  at  the  tone  of  Home 
of  the  remarks  with  which  he  prefaced 
that  conclusion.     The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  that  he  greatly  regretted  the 
language  which  bas  been  used  by  my 
right  hon.  Friend.     But,  Sir,  the  right 
hon.  Qentleman  paid  no  attention,  and 
made  no  reference  whatever,  to  the  ex- 
planation given  by  right  hon.  Friend, 
nor  had  he  a  word  to  say  as  to  the  con- 
duct or  the  language  which  has  been 
need  on  previous  occasions  by  those  on 
■whose   conduct  my  right  hon.  Friend 
was  remarking.    The  language  used  by 
my  right  bon.  Friend,  although  it  was 
strong  language,  although  it  applied  to 
a  greater  or  less  number  of  the  Mem- 
bers of  this  House,  was,  in  my  opinion, 
in  its  application  careful  and  guarded 
language.      My  right  hon.  Friend  did 
not  apply  the  language  complained  of 
to   any  Party  or  body  of   men  in  this 
House ;    he   carefully  guarded  himself 
against  any  such  application  of  it  to  any 
Party  in  this  House,    What  my  right 
hon.  Friend  was  careful  to  say  was  this 
— "  1  speak  of  those  who  have  brought 
these   hideous   chaises    agaiust    Lord 
"    and  everytbing   which  my 
1.  Friend  said  which  is   com- 
>f    applied,   not   to  the  Irish 
ot  to  the  Party  which  follows 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
!ork  (Mr.  Parneli),  but  to  the 
have  brought  these  hideous 
gainst  Iiord  Spencer,     Is  the 
.  Gentleman  opposite,  who  has 
Bxpreesed  his  regret  for  the  lon- 
ny  right  hon.  Friend,  prepared 
t  that  language  was  too  strong, 
ippropfiate,  or  inapplicable  to 
I  who  had,  in  this  House  and 
:,    persistently  brought    these 
larges  against  my  noble  Friend  ? 
^  ■^t  MarpuH  of  HartingUm 


Does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  think 
that  it  is  tolerable,  that  it  is  oousistent 
wilh  good  government,  with  the  main- 
tenance of  peace  and  order  in  Ireland, 
that  no  notice  whatever  should  be  taken 
of  men  who  habitually,  in  eeasou  and 
out  of  season,  bring  hideous  charges 
against  the  head  of  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment, and  that  it  is  unseemly  and  im- 
proper that  energetic  and  strong  lan- 
gaage  should  be  used  in  describing  the 
conduct  ot  those  persons  ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Sir  MrcHAKL  Hicks-Beach)  :  I 
really  must  protest  against  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  noble  Marquess.  I  think 
that  both  he  and  Lord  Spencer  himself, 
on  that  very  occasion,  alluded  in  fitting 
terms  to  charges  of  the  nature  which 
he  describes ;  and,  as  for  myself,  I  have 
said  plainly  that  they  have  disfigured 
our  debatos  in  this  House.  I  protest 
against  such  charges  as  strongly  as  any. 
one  can  ;  but  the  fact  that  such  charges 
have  been  made  against  Lord  Spencer 
—charges  which  never  ought  to  have 
been  made — surely  does  not  justify  such 
language  as  has  been  used,  if  that  Ian. 
guage  could  not  have  been  used  in 
debate  in  this  House.     That  was  my 

The  Maeqcess  of  HARTINGTON  ; 
I  entirely  differ  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  There  has  been  a  vast 
amount  of  language  used  about  Lord 
Spencer  and  about  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment out-of-doors  and  in  the  Frees  which 
could  not  have  been  used  in  this  House. 
It  has,  however,  been  used,  and  it  has 
not  been  considered  necessary  or  de- 
sirable that  notice  should  be  taken  of  it 
here.  But  I  say  that  tiie  fact  that 
such  language  has  been  used — that  it 
has  notoriously  been  used— does,  in  my 
opinion,  not  only  excuse,  but  justify  the 
language  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  re- 
specting those  who  have  made  these 
charges;  and  I  differ  from  the  right 
bon.  Gentleman  opposite  in  thinking 
that  it  is  to  be  regretted,  or  that  it  is  a 
matter  of  reproach  to  my  ri^^ht  hon. 
Friend  in  any  way  whatever,  that  he 
ahould  have  deliberately  used  the  lan- 
guage which  be  did  use  respecting  men 
"  '  o  have  made  the  chargen.    Well,  Sir, 

I  have  said,  I  quite  agree  with  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  if  the  House 
should  decide  to  deal  with  this  question 
as  a  question  of  Privilege,  it  would  be 
departing  from  all  its  precedents— at  oil 
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events,  from  ail  the  preoedents  that  I 
recollect.  It  has  not  been  ver)r  infre- 
quent, daring  recent  yeare,  that  Ian- 
g\xa^  used  out-of-doon  has  been  made 
the  anbjeot  of  disouBsion  in  this  House ; 
bat,  eo  far  as  I  recollect,  the  House  has 
never  decided  to  take  naj  action  with 
regard  to  it,  and  in  that  I  think  it  has 
done  wisely.  The  most  recent  case  I 
can  recollect,  or  of  which  I  hare  any 
koowledge,  in  which  the  House  has 
acted  otherwise,  was  the  case  of  Mr. 
Pelham,  who  brought  certaia  charges 
against  certain  Uembers  of  this  House ; 
and  the  House,  after  hearing  Mr.  Pel- 
ham,  resolved  that  the  imputations  made 
against  two  of  its  Members  were  wholly 
anfoanded  and  calumnious,  and  did  not 
affect  the  honour  and  character  of  the 
Members  ooncemed.  Well,  Sir,  it  seems 
to  me  that,  if  criticism  on  the  conduct 
of  Members  ontside  the  House  is  to  be 
niade  the  subject  of  discussion  at  all,  a 
Motion  Buch  as  that  shoald  be  founded 
apon  it ;  and  I  must  confess  that  my 
own  opinion — which  1  trust  will  be  the 
opinion  of  the  great  majority  of  the 
Hoaee  also — is  that  upon  uie  statements 
we  have  heard  made  to-night,  or  upon 
any  statements  that  could  be  made,  it 
woold  be  absolutely  impossible  for  this 
Hoose  to  come  to  any  such  conclusion 
■B  that  the  language  used  by  my  right 
bon.  Friend,  strong  though  it  was,  was 
in  any  degree  unfounded  or  calumnious. 
I  have  already  said  that  the  language 
of  my  right  bon.  Friend  was  carefully 
guarded,  and  was  not  applied  indiscri- 
minately to  any  body  of  men  in  this 
House.  Now,  Sir,  I  want  to  know  what 
part  of  the  language  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend  is  impugned,  and,  still  more, 
what  part  of  it  is  denied  ?  Is  it  denied 
that  hideous  charges  have  been  made 
against  Lord  Spencer  and  the  Executive 
Oovemment  of  Ireland?  [An  Irish 
Mkmbeb  :  They  are  true.]  An  hon. 
Member  says  that  they  are  true.  Can 
it  be  denied  that  charges  which  were  in 
the  nature  of  hideous  charges  have  been 
made  against  Lord  Spencer?  It  is  not 
denied  even  now  ;  and,  that  not  being 
denied,  are  the  o^er  allegations  made 
by  my  right  hon.  Friend  denied  ?  Is  it 
denied  that  those  who  have  made  them- 
selves conspicuous  by  bringing  these 
charges  against  Lord  Spencer  and  the 
Ezecutiva  Government  have  obstructed 
legislation  aimed  at  the  prevention  of 
crime?    Is  it  denied  that  they  made 


attacks  upon  the  Judges,  upon  the  Law 
Officers,  and  upon  the  juries  7  Is  it  de- 
nied that  they  have  shown  unbounded 
sympathy  with  murderers  and  criminals? 
[Mr.  Callav:  Tes.l  I  expected  that 
that  allegation  woula  be  denied.  It  ie 
quite  oertain  that  unbounded  sympathy 
has  been  shown  by  hon.  Members  of 
this  House  with  men  whom  they  may 
perhaps  consider  innocent,  but  whom 
they  have  seen  convicted  by  the  tribunals 
of  their  country  after  a  full  and  legal 
trial,  and  whom  I  am  entitled  equally  to 
consider  as  murderers  and  criminals. 
And  I  say  it  is  notorious  that  ^mpathy 
of  the  most  open  and  unblushing  charac- 
ter has  been  shown  by  Members  of  this 
House  with  convicted  murderers  and  cri- 
minals. Well,  Sir,  I  am  not  going  to  at- 
tempt— this  would  not  be  the  time  or  the 
occasion  in  which  it  would  be  possible  to 
make  any  such  attempt — to  prove,  in 
detail,  the  allegations  that  were  made 
by  my  right  hon.  Friend.  I  could  not 
do  BO  without  going  through  an  immense 
mass  of  evidence  and  examining  an  im- 
mense number  of  speeches  which  have 
been  delivered  both  inside  and  outside 
this  House;  but  what  I  am  prepared  to 
say  and  aver  as  my  own  opinion,  form- 
ing the  best  judgment  that  loan  of  the 
speeches — some  of  which  I  have  beard 
and  some  of  which  I  have  read — made 
by  the  Members  who  have  brought 
these  charges  against  the  late  Irish  Go- 
vernment, is  that  there  is  nothing  in  the 
allegatiouB  which  were  made  dv  my 
right  hon.  Friend  which  is  incapable  of 
proof;  and  I  believe  that,  if  the  oppor- 
tunity were  offered,  every  one  of  the 
allegations  would  be  capable  of  proof. 
Well,  then.  Sir,  nnder  these  ciroum- 
stances,  I  not  only  concur  with  the  right 
bon.  Gentleman  in  hia  intention  to  vote 
against  this  Besolution  of  breach  of 
Privilege,  but  I  go  much  further  than 
be  does,  and  I  stand  by  my  right  hon. 
Friend  in  the  opportuneness  of  his  lan- 
guage which  has  been  impugned.  Such 
a  Motion  as  this  would  not  only  set  an 
inconvenient  precedent,  but  it  would,  in 
my  opinion,  impose  a  most  mischievous 
and  inconvenient  restriction  upon  the 
liberty  of  speech  ;  and  it  would,  more- 
over, impose  that  restriction  upon  liberty 
of  speech  in  favour  of  those  who  are 
endeavouring  to  aubvert  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  country,  and  who  are 
endeavouring  to  subvert  the  canse  of 
law  and  order  ia  Ireland.    I  say,  Sir,  it 
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would  impose  a  reBtriction  upon  fr©«dom 
of  Bpeech  in  favour  of  ttioee  men  as 
gainst  the  loyal  and  lavr-abiding  por- 
tion of  the  populatioQ  of  thia  country; 
and  I  mu9t  eay  I  am  astonished  that 
Buoh  a  Motion  ahOuld  have  been  faroutiht 
forward  by  any  Member  of  the  Irish 
Party.  I  cannot  believe  that  it  has  been 
broug>ht  forward  with  the  general  assent 
of  the  Members  of  the  Irish  Party.  I 
cannot  believe  that  mun  who  have  habi- 
tually allowed  themselves  such  liberties 
— indeed,  I  think  I  may  say  such  licence 
— of  speech  as  many  of  tbat  Party  have 
indulged  in,  would  be  the  men  to  come 
whining  to  this  Houso  to  complain, 
upon  the  first  occaeion,  that  one  of  the 
greatest  orators  in  this  House  has  ez- 

firessed  to  the  people  in  this  country,  in 
onguage  whict)  I  believe  is  admitted  to 
be  true  by  nine-tenths  of  the  people  of 
this  country,  the  opinions  he  holds  as  to 
the  conduct  which  has  been  pursued  by 
some  of  those  Members. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOE:  Imaysay,  on 
behalf  of  my  Colleaguas  and  of  myself, 
that  we  have  seen  with  considerable 
satisfaction  tbat  tbe  Head  of  the  Liberal 
Party  in  this  House  has  adopted  the 
language  of  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
the  Member  for  Birmingham  (Mr.  John 
Bright).  I  am  delighted  to  have  the 
opportunity  of  knowing  exactly  the  posi- 
tion in  which  the  Liberal  Party  stand  in 
regard  to  the  Irish  Party.  The  noble 
Marquess  vho  has  just  sat  down  has 
adopted  tbe  language  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  That  language,  if  used  in 
this  House,  would  be,  admittedly,  a 
breach  of  the  Privileges  of  the  House. 
I  should  have  thought  that  the  adoption, 
by  a  Member  speaking  inside  the  House, 
of  language  used  by  another  Member 
outside  the  House,  which  if  used  in  tho 
House  would  have  been  admittedly  a 
breach  of  Privilege,  amounts  to  the  same 
thing  as  making  use  of  that  language 
in  the  House,  and  that  the  noble  Mar- 
quess, in  so  adopting  the  disorderly  lan- 
guage of  tbe  right  hon.  Gentleman,  is 
himself  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  Privi- 
leges of  the  House.  Tbe  noble  Mar- 
quess has  spoken  of  hideous  charges 
made  against  the  late  Lord  Lieutenant, 
and  he  adopts  the  charges  made  by  tbe 
right  hon.  Member  for  Birmingham 
against  us.  What  are  those  charges? 
That  we  are  disloyal ;  that  we  have  un- 
bounded sympathy  with  murderers ;  and 
that  we  have  done  everything  in  oar 
The  Marjueu  of  SartiisgUM 


power  to  rescue  murderers  from  punisb' 
ment.  And  when  an  hon.  Member  com- 
plains of  a  right  hon.  Gentleman  for 
accusing  Members  of  this  House  of 
being  traitors  and  sympathizing  with 
assassins  and  perjurers,  he  is  said  to  hare 
come  whining  to  the  House.  The  noble 
Marquess  hoa  said  that  these  charges 
were  not  made  against  the  Irish  Party 
in  the  House,  but  against  particular  in- 
dividuals ;  but  I  will  point  out  that  the 
charges  which  have  been  made  against 
Lord  Spencer  have  been  made  by  the 
Irish  Party  as  a  body.  We  etand  by 
those  charges  as  a  body,  and  we  will 
allow  of  no  separation  of  one  individual 
from  another  as  Members  of  tbat  Party. 
We  all  have  made  them,  and  we  all 
believe  in  them,  and  we  all  stand  to- 
gether as  a  Party,  with  no  discrimina- 
tion between  one  man  and  another. 
Therefore  the  charges  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  were  made  against  the  Party, 
and  not  against  any  individual  Member 
of  the  Party.  The  noble  Marquess  haa 
spoken  of  the  slander  which  has  been 
cast  upon  the  Administration  of  the  late 
Lord  Lieutenant.  Before  this  debate 
closes  I  hope  the  House  will  hear  a  fevr 
words  from  some  other  Member  of  the 
Front  Opposition  Bench.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  junior  Member  for 
Birmingham  (Mr.  Chamberlain)  has 
taken  his  seat  since  this  debate  began. 
Does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  believe 
in  the  policy  of  Lord  Spencer  ?  Has  he 
not,  on  the  very  first  oocas ion,  taken  the 
opportunity  of  denouncing  a  policy 
which  was  inseparably  oonnected  and 
asBOoiated  with  the  conduct  of  Lord 
Spenora-.  Therefore,  if  I  am  to  be  ac- 
cused of  slandering  Lord  Speneer,  I  am 
quite  content  to  take  my  share  of  the 
vituperation  of  the  noble  Marquess  in 
the  goodly  company  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  junior  Member  for  Bir- 
mingham and  Uie  right  hon.  Member 
for  Chelsea  (Sir  Charles  W.  Data.) 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  senior 
Member  for  Birmingham  (Mr.  John 
Bright)  has  laid  down  a  perfectly  new 
doctrine,  which  ia  certainly  astonishing 
in  a  Sadical  Representative  in  this 
House,  that  the  words,  and  the  person, 
and  the  conduct  of  the  Viceroy  of  Ire- 
laod  are  to  be  held  as  sacred  as  the 
words  and  the  person  of  the  Sovereign 
herself.  But  does  not  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  everybody  in  his  senses, 
recognize  the  fact  that  the  Lord  Liea- 
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teaant  of  Ireland  U  an  active  Member 
of  a  great  political  Foi^,  and  as  suoh 
is  liable  to  the  same  oritioiam  as  any 
other  Member  of  the  late  GoTemment? 
What  are  the  charges  of  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Birmingham  f  The  right 
hon.  Qentleman  has  complained  of  the 
associatioii  of  thB  Irish  Party  with 
America ;  bat  if  there  is  one  man  more 
than  another  who  has  tied  that  associa- 
tion closely  together,  and  who  has 
fervently  and  zealously  preached  the 
doctrine  of  the  association  of  the  Irish 
in  Ireland  with  the  Irish  in  America, 
it  is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself. 
Taking  a  cursory  ((lance  at  the  speeches 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  I  find  that 
he  hae  pointed  out  this — 

"  We  maj  depmd  upon  it  that  the  Inih  in 
America  who  have  loft  this  oountiy  and  lettled 
there,  vith  n  itroiig  a  feeling  of  hostility  to 
British  rule,  have  had  their  reasona ;  and  if, 
being  there  imbued  oith  that  feelioE  ol  affection 
for  their  catire  country  which,  in  all  other 
eases  in  which  we  are  not  coDcaroed,  we  abould 
admire  and  reverence,  they  interfere  in  Irish 
matten,  and  have  atirred  up  the  aodition  which 
now  exists,  we  may  depend  upon  it  that  it  is 
bacanss  there  is  in  the  condition  of  Ireland  a 
■tate  of  things  which  greatly  favoori  their 
attempts." 

That  is  apassagefroma  speech  delivered 
bj  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  the  year 
1866.  AJid  what  was  the  condition  of 
Ireland  then  ?  Then,  again,  in  a  speech 
delivered  on  the  30th  of  October,  in  the 
same  year,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
reminded  his  bearers  that  when  a  fol- 
lower of  Mahomet  engaged  in  prayer  be 
tamed  his  face  towards  Mecca.  So,  also, 
the  Irish  peasant,  when  ho  asked  for 
food,  and  the  blessing  of  Providence, 
tnms  his  eyes  to  the  setting  sun,  anil,  in 
spirit,  grasped  hands  with  the  West. 
What  was  the  situation  of  Ireland  at 
that  time  ?  In  1865  there  had  been  a 
Fenian  outbreak,  and  ih  18C7  there  was 
another.  And  anybody  who  knows  any- 
thing of  Irish  history  knows  that  insur- 
rection is  bom,  organized,  sustained, 
and  largely  developed  by  the  Irish  in 
America.  In  these  two  cases  both  out- 
breaks were  brought  about  by  tho  Inch 
in  America  ;  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, with  all  the  resources  of  his  elo- 
quence, eulogized  the  teaching  of  Irish 
history,  and  drew,  from  the  disaffection 
of  the  Irish  in  America  and  their  asso- 
ciation with  the  Irish  in  Ireland,  a 
moral  as  to  the  evils  of  the  system  of  Go- 
vernment under  which  Ireland  was 
ruled.     At  the  present  moment,  if   I 


wanted  to  stimulate  my  countrymen  in 
America  towards  faring  us  assistance  in 
the  movement  in  which  wo  are  engaged, 
I  would  not  use  any  weak  words  of  my 
own,  but  I  would  quote  the  eloquent 
language  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
The  second  charge  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  against  the  Irish  Party  is 
that  they  have  had  boundless  sympathy 
with  crime  and  criminals,  with  assassins 
and  assassination.  I  have  not  been  able 
to  find,  in  this  expurgated  edition  of 
the  speeches  of  the  ri|;ht  hon.  Gentle- 
man, any  of  his  speeches  bearing  upon 
that  question;  but  I  have  a  perfect  recol- 
lection of  some  of  them.  And  I  would 
Bsk  what  was  the  meaning  of  language 
like  (his, "  That  if  it  were  not  for  English 
troops  the  Irish  Land  Question  would 
have  been  settled  before  this,  or  the 
Irish  landlords  wonid  have  been  assas- 
sinated by  wholesale?"  That  is  the 
language,  or  practically  the  language, 
which  was  used  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  senior  Member  for  Birming- 
ham at  a  time  when  the  assassination 
of  landlords  was  rife  in  Ireland ;  and  to 
say  that  there  would  he  wholesale 
assassination  of  landlords  in  Ireland 
until  the  Irish  Land  Question  was 
settled  was  certainly  to  be  guilty  of  sym- 
pathizing and  giving  encouragement  to 
assassination.  What  did  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  on  another  occasion  7 
Speaking  of  the  outrages  which  had 
been  oommitted  in  Ireland,  he  deplored 
them;  but  at  the  same  time  he  admitted 
their  necessity,  and  almost  eulogized 
them.  What  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
stated  was  that  crime  and  outrage  were 
necessary,  if  only  to  serve  for  a  beacon 
and  warning  to  statesmen  who  were  to 
come  after.  Oould  any  words  be  a  more 
direct  encouragement,  incitement,  and 
eulogy  to  crime  end  outra;;e  in  Ireland  ? 
And  yet  he  hsa  now  the  coolness  to  attack 
us,  who  sympathize  with  our  brethren  in 
Ireland,  for  hnvinf;  exhibited  boundless 
Bympathy  with  crime  in  that  country. 
I  am  extremely  glad  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  the  noble  Marquess  have 
taken  up  the  position  they  have  on  this 
subject.  There  are  several  hon.  Mem- 
bers now  sitting  on  the  Liberal  Benches 
who  owe  their  soats  to  Irish  votes  in 
English  and  Scotch  constituencies,  and 
who  obtained  those  votes  by  a  distinct 
pledge  to  oppose  coercion  in  season  and 
out  of  season.  I  would  appeal  to  those 
hon.  Members  and  their  own  consciancea 
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to  Bay  whether  they  have  kept  that 
pledge  ;  but,  as  I  have  no  very  great 
confidence  in  the  tribunal  to  'which  I 
appeal,  I  will  appeal  to  another-^to  the 
Irish  Totera  in  England — hefore  vhom 
they  will  hare  to  appear  before  long ; 
and,  in  view  of  the  charges  brought 
against  the  Irish  Uemhers  by  the  right 
hen.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Bir- 
mingham, who  has  denounced  them  as 
disloyal,  as  perjurers,  and  as  sympa- 
thizers with  crime  and  outrage,  and  by 
the  noble  Marquess,  I  would  urge  them 
to  vote  against  all  Liberal  candidates  at 
the  next  General  Election.  I  bopethat 
my  bon.  Friend  will  withdraw  the  Mo- 
tion. The  noble  Marquess  is  right  in 
his  supposition  that  the  fiesolution  has 
been  brought  forward  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
berfor  Louth  (Mr.  Gallan)  withoutcon- 
eultation  with  his  Colleagues.  Though 
I  sympathize  with  the  bon.  Member's 
object,  I  would  have  been  disposed  to 
treat  the  charges  of  the  right  bon. 
Gentleman  the  Memberfor  Birmingham 
with  scorn  and  contempt. 

Sir  PATEICK  0*BEIEN:  Sir,  I 
mnst  confess  that  I  belong  to  an  old- 
fashioned  school  of  politicians.  I  say 
"old  fashioned,"  because,  in  olden 
times,  an  expression  of  gratitude  was 
not  excluded  from  the  consideration  of 
the  qualities  of  a  great  public  man. 
Notwilbatanding  the  attack  which  has 
been  made  upon  my  right  hon.  Friend 
(Mr;  John  Bright)  to-night,  I  do  not 
forget  that  when  the  position  of  the 
Soman  Catholics  in  this  House  was  very 
different  to  what  it  is  now,  the  right  bon, 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Birmingham 
endeavoured  in  eveiy  way  to  forward 
and  assist  their  interests.  We  are 
favoured  with  the  presence  to-night  of 
a  distinguished  Irish  Ecclesiastic  (Arch- 
bishop Walsh),  who  is  now,  I  believe, 
seated  beneath  the  Gallery.  He  holds 
a  high  and  important  position  among 
the  Koman  Catholics  of  that  country ; 
and  he  will  have  learnt  how  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen, who  are  not  unaccustomed  to 
the  use  of  strong  language  themselves, 
especially  in  Ireland,  treat  the  opinions 
of  a  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  happens 
to  differ  from  them.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "] 
I  hear  the  cry  of  "  Hear,  hear !  "  from 
the  enthusiastic  lungs  of  hon.  Gentle- 
men to  my  left;  but  their  position  is  a 
very  different  one  to-night  from  that 
which  it  was  some  years  ago,  when  they 
were  fighting,  as  it  were,  for  the  very 
Mr.  T.P.  O'Connor 


existence  of  their  religion  and  tfa^r 
liberties  as  a  people — when  prejudice 
rode  rampant  on  both  sides  of  the 
House,  and  every  effort  was  made  to 
keep  them  out  of  the  privileges  tbej 
now  enjoy.  It  has  not  nown  from  my 
memory  that  in  those  days,  when  ive 
wanted  an  able  intellect,  even  if  aocom- 
panied  by  a  flippant  tongue,  the  rigrht 
hon.  Gentleman  was  always  to  tba  front, 
endeavouring  to  serve  the  interests  of 
the  Irish  Boman  Catholics.  The  hoa. 
Member  for  Galway  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Con- 
nor) has  spent  some  10  minutes  in  read- 
ing the  speeches  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman. May  I  ask  what  was  his  object 
in  doing  so  ?  Was  it  to  find  fault  with 
any  of  the  expressions  of  opinion  which 
he  read  from  the  pages  of  Santard  f 
Was  it  to  disclaim  any  of  the  statements 
made  by  the  right  bon.  Qantleman  10 
or  20  years  ago  ?  Nothing  of  the  kind. 
It  was  simply  an  attempt  in  this  House, 
on  the  part  of  a  clever  pressman,  to  in- 
flame public  opinion  in  Ireland  against 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  by  reading 
remarks  which,  at  the  time  they  ware 
uttered,  would,  if  the  hon.  Member 
were  consistent,  have  met  with  his  en- 
tire concurrence,  and  even  be  received 
with  the  highest  compliments.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  has  used  phraseology 
in  regard  to  the  right  hon.  Gentlemait 
which,  if  it  had  been  applied  to  bon. 
Gentlemen  below  the  Gangway,  be 
would  have  been  the  first  to  repudiate 
and  resent.  I  have  had  for  years  the 
honour  of  the  personal  acquaintance  of 
many  Irish  Members  who  sit  below  tho 
Gangway ;  and  I  would  repudiate,  on 
their  behalf,  the  charge  of  disloyalty,  or 
the  expression  of  atrocious  sentiments, 
which,  I  thank  God,  I  believe  oould 
only  be  justly  brought  against  a  few  of 
them.  But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
made  oo  such  charge,  nor  would  it  apply 
but  to  very  few  public  men,  and  to  very 
few  writers  in  tbe  public  Press.  I  was 
not  at  Lord  Spencer's  dinner  the  other 
night ;  hut  either  here  or  anywhere  else, 
caring  little  for  the  unpopularity  I  may 
gain  by  it,  I  am  ready  to  express  my 
detestation  of  the  degradation  into  which 
men  can  fall  who  are  prepared  to  make 
statements,  knowing  that  tliey  cannot  be 
collared  for  having  made  them.  It  is 
only  an  exemplification  of  the  adage 
that  cowards  will  make  statements  which 
bravemenwillscomtomake.  And  I  have 
deeply  regretted  to  hear  an  imputation 
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cast  against  a  man  who,  hovevar  rightly 
or  wrongly  he  may  hav«  acte<l,  has  been 
aotuatod  by  a  eease  of  conscience  that 
he  had  allowed  men  to  bo  sent  to  the 
^Uows  with  the  knowledge  that  in  send- 
ing them  there  he  was  hanging  innocent 
men.  Irrespective  of  all  considerations 
of  entering  this  House  again,  I  am  here 
aa  an  Irishman,  and  as  representing 
thonaands  of  other  Irishmen,  who  will 
re-echo  my  statement,  to  thank  Lord 
Spencer  for  the  manner  in  which  he 
has  administered  the  Goyemment  of 
Ireland,  and  to  assure  him  that  we  look 
upon  the  charges  which  have  been  made 
against  him  with  disgust  and  horror. 

Thb  8ECEET.UIY  of  STATE  fok 
INDIA  (Lord  Eaitdouk  Chuhchill)  : 
1  think  the  House  will  probably  be  of 
opinion  that  this  discussion  need  not  be 
very  much  longer  continued ;  but  before 
it  comes  to  a  close  there  are  one  or  two 
obaerrations  which  may  possibly  com- 
mend tbemselTes  to  the  oommon  sense 
of  the  House ;  and,  if  not  to  the  common 
sense  of  the  House,  at  any  rate  to  the 
common  tense  of  the  pablio  out-of-doors. 
The  right  hon.  Qentleman  the  senior 
Member  for  Birmingham  (Mr.  John 
Bright)  has  been  accused  of  infringing; 
the  Privileges  of  this  House  by  apply- 
ing to  Members  of  this  House  the  term 
"  rebel,"  and  by  accusing  them  of  die- 
loyalty  to  the  Crown,  and  of  having 
boundless  sympathy  with  criminals  and 
murderers.  The  noble  Marquess  oppo- 
site (the  Marquess  of  Hflrtingtou)  has 
jnsttliod  all  those  expressions,  and  has 
not  only  avowed  it  as  bis  belief  that 
those  eipresaions  sre  absolutely  true, 
bnt  he  has  also  implied  that  they  are 
flxpressiens  which  may  be  well  and  con- 
veniently used  not  only  in  public,  but 
in  Partiamentary  discussion.  Thatbeing 
so,  I  should  like  to  point  out  to  the  noble 
Marquen  and  bis  Colleagues  who  sit 
near  him  how  very  inconvenient  that 
might  become  in  a  future  Parliament. 
It  is  possible  that  in  the  next  Parlia- 
ment there  may  be  a  change  in  the  re- 
rsentation  of  Ireland,  and  there  may 
a  very  large  Party  of  Irish  Members 
in  this  House  holding  the  same  opinions 
as  those  who  now  sit  below  the  Qsng- 
w&y  opposite.  It  is  also  possible,  though 
not  probable,  that  the  noble  Marquess 
may  occupy  a  position  of  authority  in 
the  next  Parliament ;  and  I  should  be 
glad  to  know  whether  be  is  of  opinion 
tbnt  for  liembera  of  PBrliament  to  nandy 
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backwards  and  forwards  between  eaoh 
other  suob  accusatious  as  that  of  being 
rebels,  of  being  disloyal,  and  of  having 
boundless  sympathy  with  crime  and  out- 
rage would  be  likely  to  promote  the 
peace  and  harmony  of  the  next  Parlia- 
ment, ortheprogreseof  Business?  How- 
ever, that  is  entirely  for  his  own  con- 
sideration; only  I  believe  it  is  abso- 
lutely without  precedent  for  a  Member 
of  this  House  to  get  up  aud  to  point  to 
one  Member  after  another,  and  say — 
"  I  do  not  call  so-and-so  a  rebel,"  but 
to  insinuate  that  there  were,  no  doubt, 
others  whom  he  did  call  rebels.  Whe- 
ther Irish  Members  may  he  rebels  oi 
not  it  is  really  not  my  business  to  say ; 
I  cannot  undertake  to  say  or  offer  an 
opinion  on  that  point.  But  suppose 
that  I,  in  this  pUce,  were  to  call  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  junior  Mem- 
ber for  Birmingham,  wbo  sits  next  the 
noble  Marquess  (Ur.  Chamberlain),  a 
rebel,  and  accuse  him  of  being  disloyal 
to  the  Grown,  would  the  noble  Mar* 
quess,  if  I  were  to  make  an  accusation 
of  that  kind,  stand  by  me  with  the  same 
heroic  courage  as  he  has  done  with  re- 
gard to  the  expressions  used  by  the 
senior  Member  for  Birmingham  (Mr. 
John  Bright)  ?  I  wilt  quote  to  the 
noble  Marquess  a  speech  made  a  short 
time  ago  by  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
his  Colleague  the  junior  Member  for 
Birmingham,  speaking  as  an  ex-Minis- 
ter, and  giving  to  the  public  the  results 
of  his  experience  as  a  Minister  of  nearly 
NX  years'  standing.  These  are  the  words 
he  used,  and  I  commend  them  to  the 
consideration  of  the  House.  The  noble 
Marquess  has  been  justly  indignant,  like 
everybody  in  this  House  outside  the 
Irish  Party,  at  the  extravagant  natnre 
of  the  oharges  which  have  been  brought 
agoinst  the  personal  character  of  Lord 
Spencer;  but  it  is  possible  that  the  noble 
Marquess  would  not  have  been  so  un- 
measured in  bis  indignation  if  he  had 
known  of  the  langusge  which  had  been 
made  use  of  by  his  late  Colleague  with 
regard  to  the  system  under  which  the 
Irish  Government  was  carried  on  by  the 
Government  of  the  noble  Marquess. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  junior 
Member  for  Birmingham,  speaking  at 
Islington  on  June  17,  is  reported  to 
have  used  these  words,  which  I  do  not 
doubt  are  correct,  because  they  are  re- 
markable words ;  and  I  am  sure  that  if 
they  were  not  correct  the  right  hon. 
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Gentleman  vould  have  contradicted 
them — 

"  I  do  not  balisvo  that  the  great  majority  of 
EnglishmeD  have  ths  alightoat  conception  of 
the  ayvtem  under  which  this  free  nation  at- 
tempta  to  rale  a  aiiter  countrj'." 
This  meant  that  the  majority  of  English- 
men hare  not  the  emalleat  conception  of 
the  nature  of  the  system  by  which.  Ire- 
land was  governed  by  the  Colleagues  of 
the  noble  Marquess.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  goes  on  to  say — 

"  It  ii  a  aystem  which  ii  fonniled  on  the 
haj'oneti  of  3O,D0Q  aoldien,  SDcaoiped  per- 
manently, as  in  a  hostile  country.  It  is  a  aya- 
tem  US  completely  centralized  and  burean- 
cratio  M  that  with  which  Buaiis  govenia  Poland. 
or  aa  that  which  waa  common  in  Venice  under 
the  Auatrian  rule." 

[Ur.  Cqaubeslain  ;  Hear,  hearl] 
Yes,  8ir;  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
oheers;  bntlwish  to  remind  him  and 
the  noble  Afarqueaa  that  it  is  under  that 
system  that  all  the  proceedinf^  have 
taken  place  of  which  the  Irish  Members 
complain.  The  right  hon.  Qentleman 
the  senior  Member  for  Birmingham 
(Mr.  John  Bright]  jostified  his  charge 
of  disloyalty  to  the  Crown  on  ths  part 
of  the  Irish  Members  by  the  fact  that 
they  had  more  than  once  asserted  that 
the  British  Government  was  a  foreign 
Government.  That  was  one  of  his  great 
charges ;  and  be  said  that  the  statement 
that  the  British  Government  was  a 
foreign  Government  justified  his  accu- 
sation of  disloyalty  to  the  Crown  on  the 
part  of  the  Irish  Members.  Very  well, 
than  I  take  the  words  of  the  senior 
Member  for  Birmingham  and  apply 
them  to  the  junior  Member,  because  I 
find [Crw  (./"Order!"] 

Mb.  speaker  :  I  must  remind  the 
noble  Lord  that  the  subject  immediately 
before  the  House  is  whether  certain  ex- 
pressions used  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  senior  Member  for  Birmingham 
(Mr.  John  Bright)  are  a  breach  of  the 
Privileges  of  this  House.  I  have  thought 
it  my  duty  to  remind  the  House  of  the 
nature  of  the  q uestion  before  the  House, 
because  the  debate  is  now  going  into 
other  matters  which  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  question  whether  the  expres- 
sions used  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
were  a  breach  of  ths  Privileges  of  this 
House  or  not. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  Bandolth  Churchill)  : 
I  would  not  have  intervened  in  this  de- 
LardSaniolfh  Churchill 


bate,  nor  would  I  have  asked  the  BCoiue 
to  allov  me  to  trespass  on  its  time,  if  it 
had  not  been  for  the  serious  misoon- 
etruotion  which  the  noble  Marquess  op- 
posite placed  on  the  words  of  my  rig:fat 
hon.  Friend  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beacb) 
when  dealing  with  this  qnestion.  It  is 
in  order  to  show  to  the  House  the  ex- 
treme inconvenienceof  theLeaderof  tlie 
Opposition  differing  from  the  Leader  of 
the  House,  and  maintaining  that  the  ex- 
pressions used  by  the  senior  Member  for 
Birmingham  were  not  breaches  of  Pri- 
vilege, bnt  were,  on  the  other  hand,  ex- 
pressions which  may  be  conveniently 
used— it  is  in  order  to  show  the  danger 
of  that  doctrine  that  I  am  pursuing  this 
course.  The  charge  made  by  the  eenior 
Member  for  Birmingham  was  that  of 
disloyalty  to  the  Crown  on  the  part  at 
the  Irish  Members,  and  it  was  supported 
by  him  in  his  contention  that  the  Irish 
Members  more  than  once  had  described 
the  British  Government  as  a  foreign  Go- 
vernment. The  junior  Member  for  Bir- 
mingham, in  the  speech  which  I  have 
already  quoted,  went  on  to  say — 

"  An  Irishman  at  thia  moment  cannot  move 
a  stop— he  cannot  lift  a  finger  in  any  parochial, 
municipal,  or  educational  work— without  being 
confronted,  interfered  with,  controlled  by  as 
English  official  appointed  by  a  foreign  Gorera- 
ment,  and  without  the  ahadow  or  ghade  of  repre- 
lentative  authority." 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  continued — 

* '  I  gay  the  time  haa  oome  to  reform  altogether 
the  absurd  and  irritating  anachronism  which  ia 
Imown  as  Dublin  Castle,  and  to  Bweep  away  al- 
together these  alien  Boards  of  foreign  ofticialB, 
and  to  subatitiite  for  them  a  genuine  Iriah  Ad- 
ministration of  purely  Iriah  boaineas." 

I  only  wish  to  point  out  that  if  the  right 
hoc.  Gentleman  the  senior  Member  for 
Birmingham  is  within  his  right,  and  is 
acting  within  the  privileges  and  cus- 
tom of  Parliament  in  applying  the  term 
"rebel,"  in  bringing  forward  an  aoou- 
sation  of  disloyalty  to  the  Crown  and 
an  accusation  of  sympathy  with  orime 
and  outrage  on  the  part  of  the  Irish 
Party— I  hold  that,  if  that  opinion  of  the 
noble  Marquess  is  correct  and  founded  on 
Parliamentary  practice  and  Parliamen- 
tary tradition  and  Parliamentary  prece- 
dent, if  I  like,  or  any  other  Member  of 
this  House  likes,  we  should  be  justified 
in  applying  exactly  similar  charges  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  [Mr. 
Chamberlain).  It  is  because  I  believe 
that  my  right  hon.  Friend  has  advised 
the  House  rightly  in  this  matter— it  is 
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Imcsom  I  betieva  the  noble  Uarqaess 
liM,  in  defendinf;  the  right  bon.  Oentle- 
man  (Mr.  John  Bright)  to  the  extent  he 
did,  adrised  the  House  wronglj,  and  has 
8«t  up  a  precedent  which  ma;  be  need 
with  a  fatal  effect  in  the  next  Parlia- 
ment, that  I  protett  against  the  misin- 
t«rpret8tion  and  miaconBtruction  which 
the  aoble  Uanjueiw  placed  upon  it. 

Ua.  CHAUBEELAIN :  I  think,  Bir, 
I  may  congratulate  the  hon.  Gentlemen 
below  the  Gangway  on  one  result  of  the 
llotioQ  made  to-day.  It  shows  them 
and  the  oeuntry  that  the  compact  into 
vhich  they  have  recently  entered  is  still 
being  obaerred  by  the  other  Party  with 
the  most  praiseworthy  fidelity.  The 
rif{ht  hon.  U^Dtleman  the  Leaderof  the 
Houae  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach)  in  his 
speech,  perhaps,  left  aometbing  to  be  de- 
sired ;  but  I  am  sure  that  the  most 
•araest  of  the  hon.  Geotlemen  below  the 
Gangway  can  have  nothing  to  complain 
af  ill  the  speech  of  the  noble  Lord  who 
haa  just  eat  down.  Now,  Sir,  the  noble 
Ixvd  has  been  good  enough  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  some  remarks 
which  I  made  recently  in  a  spaeoh  at 
Islington  ;  but  I  do  not  quite  follow  his 
object  in  troubling  the  House  with  such 
a  matter.  It  is  true  that  he  prefaced 
bis  reference  to  the  speech  byasktug  my 
noble  Friend  near  me  (the  Marquess  of 
Hartington)  what  he  would  do  if  the 
noble  Lord  oppoeite  were  to  call  me  a 
rebel.  I  do  not  suppose  that  my  noble 
Fiieod  would  bemuch  moved  ;  and  I  can 
aaanre  the  noble  Lord  that  I  should  not, 
in  the  circnmstances,  if  be  ever  likes  to 
apply  that  appellation  to  me,  trouble  the 
HuDse  with  a  Motion  of  breach  of  Fri- 
T3ege.  The  noble  Lord  has  never  yet 
made  a  speech  in  the  country  which 
coold  not  be  made  the  subject  of  a 
breach  of  Privilege.  I  remember  per- 
fectly well  a  Bpeech  made  by  the  noble 
Lord  not  long  a^  in  Prince's  Hall,  St. 
Jamea's,  Pi(»adilly,  in  vhich  he  called 
the  then  Qovemment  traitors  to  the 
Qaeen,  and  traitors  to  the  country. 

Thk  SEOEETAEY  or  STATE  fob 
INDIA  (Lord  Eakdolph  GBUntmoL) : 
Have  yon  got  the  words? 

Ub.  CHAMBEELAIN  :  No  ;  I  have 
not  got  the  words;  but,  surely,  the 
nobin  Lord  does  not  deny  the  general 
aoonraoy  of  my  statement  ?  If  he  does 
to,  I  will  content  myself  by  saying,  in 
general  terms,  that  the  names  which  the 
noble  Lord  was  in  the  constant  habit  of 
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applyingto  his  political  opponents  would 
have  justi&ed  a  Motion  of  breach  of 
Privilege  every  week  during  the  last 
five  years.  But,  now,  why  does  the 
noble  Lord  think  that  he  would  be 
justified  in  calling  me  a  rebel  ?  What 
was  there  in  those  paragraphs  of  the 
speech  which  the  noble  Lord  quoted 
which  would  suggest  any  such  idea? 
It  appears  that  I  spoke  of  the  English 
Administration  in  Ireland  as  a  foreign 
Administration,  and  that  I  spoke  of  the 
English  officials  as  foreign  officials.  But 
does  the  noble  Lord  make  that  a  matter 
of  oondemnation  ?  Doss  he  not  know 
that  this  language  has  been  used  by 
many  distinguished  Members  of  his 
own  Fatty?  Does  he  not  recollect  the 
celebrated  speech  of  a  Gentleman  who 
once  had  the  confidence  of  the  Conser- 
vative Party,  Mr.  Disraeli,  in  this 
House,  in  which  he  said  that  the  Go- 
vernment of  Ireland  was  an  alien  Go- 
vernment, and  that  the  evils  of  Irelaod 
proceeded  from  an  alien  Administration 
and  an  alien  Church?  What  is  the 
difference  between  alien  and  foreign  ? 

The  SECRETAEY  of  STATE  fob 
INDIA  (Lord  Eandolph  Chubchill): 
What  is  the  date  of  that  speech  ? 

Ma.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  do  not 
think  the  date  has  anything  to  do  with 
the  question.  If  Mr.  Disraeli  might 
apply  that  language  without  suspicion 
of  being  a  rebel,  if  he  might  call  the 
Irish  Government  of  his  time  an  alien 
Government,  I  think  I  may  also,  with- 
out doubt,  in  my  mild  way,  speak  of  the 
Irish  Administration  of  my  time  as  a 
foreign  Administration.  But  the  hon. 
MembBrforGalway(Mr.T.F.  O'Connor) 
was  good  enough  to  say  that  if  he  were 
an  assailant  of  Lord  Spencer  he  rejoiced 
in  beieg  in  company  with  me  in  that 
matter,  he,  also,  having  in  his  mind  the 
same  speech  to  which  the  noble  Lord 
has  referred.  I  cannot  accept  the  alli- 
ance of  the  hon.  Member  for  Galwaj 
on  those  termj;.  I  beg  to  assure  him 
that  he  will  not  find  in  that  speech, 
or  in  any  speech  which  I  have  ever 
made,  any  attack  whatever  upon  Lord 
Spencer. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOE:  WUl  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  pardon  me  ? 
What  I  said  was  that  I  claimed  the 
right  hon.  Oentieman  as  a  Colleague  in 
assailing  the  policy  of  Lord  Spencer, 
and  X  went  on  to  say  that  the  policy  of 
Lord  Spencer  in  Ireland  was  coercion, 
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and  thftttfaatpolio^had  been  oondsnuied 
by  the  riicbt  boo.  Qentleman. 

Ub.  CHAUBERLAIN  :  I  aid  glad  to 
have  the  ezplBnation  of  the  hoa.  Mem- 
ber. I  was  afraid  that  he  had  gone 
further.  I  have  always  expressed  in 
publio  and  in  private  my  higheet  admi- 
ration for  the  character  of  Lord  Spencer, 
and  for  the  ability  and  the  courage 
which  he  brought  to  bear  in  bis  ad* 
ministration  of  Ireland.  Now,  when 
the  hoa.  Member  goes  on  to  say  that  he 
claims  me  as  an  ally  in  the  condemna- 
tion of  the  policy  of  Lord  Spencer.  I 
will  admit  that  sometimes  I  may  have 
differed  from  him ;  but  the  point  of  the 
speech  to  which  the  hon.  Member  and 
the  noble  Lord  have  equally  referred  is 
a  condemnation  of  the  system  which 
Lord  Spencer,  in  common  with  previous 
Viceroy  a  for  generations,  had  been 
called  upon  to  administer.  In  condemn- 
ing that  system  I  have  the  approval 
and  support  of  Lord  Spencer  himself. 
It  is  perfectly  well  known  that  Lord 
Spencer  himself  has  been  for  a  long 
time  desirous  to  make  great  and  im- 
portant reforms  in  the  system  of  ad- 
ministration in  Ireland.  It  is  also  well 
known  that  he  himself  would  like  to  see 
the  abolition  of  the  Tioeroyalty.  Then 
I  say  that  in  condemning  the  system  of 
administration  in  Ireland  I  have  not 
condemned  Lord  Spencer  or  his  policy. 
As  to  the  charge  made  against  my  right 
hon.  Friend  and  Colleague  the  senior 
Member  for  Birmingham  (Mr.  John 
Bright),  I  think  it  is  not  fitting  that  the 
time  of  the  House  should  be  occupied 
with  such  a  matter.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  Irish  Members  need  be  so  very 
thin-ekinned  ;  for  they  have  been  accus- 
tomed to  speak  strongly  both  in  this 
House  and  out  of  it  of  the  publio  action 
of  their  opponents,  and  nobody  has 
thought  it  worth  while  to  challenge 
them.  It  is,  moreover,  difficult  to  under- 
stand how  Irish  Members  can  challenge 
the  opinions  expressed  by  my  right 
hon.  Friend,  because  they  have  them- 
selves to-day  accepted  them,  and 
accepted  them  cheerMly,  as  represent- 
ing the  views  which  they  hold.  My 
right  hon.  Friend  said  he  charged  some 
of  them  with  being  rebels,  and  they  did 
not  deny  thecharge.  There  was  a  cheer 
from  an  hon.  Member  below  the  Gang- 
way when  it  was  made,  and  I  well 
remember  a  Gentleman — Mr.  Dillan— a 
much  respected  Member  of  this  House, 
Mr.  LP.  O'Connor 


getting  np  in  his  place  and  saying— "I 
am  a  rebel ;  and  if  I  could  I  would  at 
this  moment  draw  the  sword  for  Ire* 
land ; "  but  that  in  the  circumstances 
he  was  unable,  and  it  would  be  ridiculous 
for  him  to  attempt  it.  Mr.  Dillon  openly 
avowed  his  position.  Then,  under  tiie 
ciroumetances,  haw  can  hon.  Gentlemon 
complain  of  being  taken  at  their  own 
valuation  ?  My  right  hon.  Friend  eaid 
he  chained  them  with  obstructing  mea- 
sures that  were  designed  and  brought 
in  to  promote  law  and  order.  Do  they 
deny  that?  Was  it  not  the  fact  that 
they  were  suspended  because  they  would 
not  allow  a  certain  Bill  to  proceed  ? 
Surely,  then,  it  is  childish  to  object  to  a 
statement,  the  truth  of  which  ie  sot 
denied  by  hon.  Members  below  the 
Gangway,  and  for  which  they  take 
credit  and  pride  to  themselves.  Lastly, 
my  right  hon.  Friend  is  accused  of 
having  said  that  they  showed  sympathy 
with  criminals,  and  not  one  word  of 
condemnation  came  from  them  of  out- 
rage and  murder.  Now,  I  myself 
sympathize  with  many  of  the  objects  of 
(he  hon.  Qeotlemen  below  the  Gangway; 
but  I  do  not  ^mpathize  with  crime  and 
outrage,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  they 
sympathize  with  it  either.  But  I  mast 
say  that  I  regret  they  have  not  got  np 
many  times  and  declared  their  detesta- 
tion of  crime. 

Ma.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN:  We  hav« 
done  it  many  times. 

Mb.  chamberlain  :  Some  hon. 
Member  below  the  Gangway  eays  that 
they  have  done  it  many  times.  No 
doubt,  eome  hon.  Member  may  have 
done  what  he  says;  but  I  am  bound  to 
say  that  I  have  never  heard  any  kind 
of  denunciation  of  crime  proceeding  from 
any  of  them. 

Mb.  O'BBIEN  :  I  remember  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  late  Home  Secre- 
tary himself  quoting  from  UniUd  Irtlmnd 
the  strongest  denunciation  and  detesta- 
tion of  outrage  and  crime. 

Mb.  CHAMBEBLAIN:  I  do  not 
myself  remember  it ;  bat  I  am  quite 
willing  to  accept  the  statement,  and  I 
rejoice  to  hear  it.  I  am  not  aocusing 
the  hon.  Member  or  his  Colleagues — let 
him  make  no  mistake  about  that— of 
sympathy  with  crime  or  disorder ;  but  I 
do  regret  that  they  have  not  expressed 
their  detestation  of  it  more  frequently 
and  publicly.  Many  times  have  tbey 
got  up  and  absolutely  refused  to  do  eo. 
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In  a  speech  of  tlia  Iioii.  and  learned 
Member  for  Uonaghan  (Ur.  Heal;]  I 
remember  that,  on  an  appeal  beinjir 
made  to  him  to  repudiate  crima  and 
outrage,  he  paattiTely  refused,  and  be 
asked  whether  Englishmen  thought  thej 
conld  walk  over  IriBbmen  and  slap  them 
in  the  face  and  not  get  a  blow  in  return  ? 
"When  hon.  Members  are  asked  to  con- 
demn outrage,  and  in  return  thej  say — 
"  No,  we  will  not  condemn  it ;  but  if 
you  give  us  a  slap  in  the  face  we  will 
give  70a  a  blow  in  return,"  it  seems 
difficult  to  beliere  that  hon.  Members 
seriously  condemn  outrage,  for  that  is  a 
justification  of  outrage.  Either  hun. 
Gentlemen  condemn  outrage,  or  thej  do 
not.  If  they  do,  I  wish  their  condemna- 
tion of  it  were  more  public ;  and  as  long 
as  they  confine  themselTes  to  private 
and  not  public  condemnatioii,  I  do  not 
see  how  they  can  complain  of  the 
language  of  my  right  hon.  Friend. 

Mh.  SEXTON:  One  of  the  most 
irritating  experiences  which  hon.  Mem- 
berB  in  uiis  part  of  the  House  have  to 
endure  is  such  speeches  as  that  of  the 
right  hon.  Oentlemon  who  has  just 
spoken — speeches  from  Qentlemen  who 
are  dogmatic  in  theory,  but  who  are  not 
cloeely  acquainted  with  the  course  of 
prirate  or  publio  life  in  Ireland.  When 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  accuses  the 
Irish  Members  of  not  having  denounced 
erime,  X  am  entitled  to  say  that  he  ex- 
hibits an  ignorance  which  he  would 
correct  or  remove  if  he  would  only 
stady  the  official  reports  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Land  League  agitation. 
Those  reports  show  that  time  after 
time,  year  after  year,  in  season  and  out 
of  aeason,  the  leaders  of  the  Land 
League  and  of  the  popular  movement 
in  Ireland  occupied  themselves  with 
iraniiags  against  crime  and  with  de- 
nuncialions  of  crime.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  referred  to  a  speech  of 
my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Monaghan  (Ur.  Healj).  I  can 
wall  understand  the  passage  which  he 
quoted,  and  I  am  prepared  to  justify  it 
and  adopt  it ;  for  there  can  be  nothing 
more  exasperating  to  men  who  have 
laboured  to  keep  the  people  from  acts 
of  eriminalitj  than  to  find  when  they 
oome  to  this  House  and  ask  for  reforms, 
that  not  only  are  the  reforms  refused, 
but  that  the  way  of  the  criminal  is  made 
more  easy.  I  am  neither  disappointed 
nor  surprised  by  what  has  happened 
yOL-  CCC.    [third  series.] 


this  oooosion.  The  language  of  de- 
famation has  been  used  outside  this 
House  against  the  National  Party,  and 
when  complaint  is  made,  language  not 
distinguishable  from  that  of  insult 
towards  them  has  been  added  in  the 
House  itself.  We  have  been  told  that 
Irish  Members  have  come  whining  to 
the  House.  Sir,  so  long  as  the  cry  of 
Ireland  was  a  whine,  it  remained  very 
little  heeded  here.  The  voice  of  Ireland 
now  uttered  in  a  different  key,  and  I 
can  tell  the  noble  Marquess  (the  Mar- 
quess of  Harticgton)  that  neither  in 
^is  House  nor  out  of  it,  in  the  future, 
will  the  wrongs  of  Ireland  be  stated, 
the  satisfaction  of  her  claims  be  de- 
manded, in  whining  tones.  The  noble 
Marquess,  having  sat  by  as  chairman  of 
the  banquet,  and  listened  to  the  right 
I.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  BJr- 
igham  [Mr.  John  Bright)  denonncing 
men  who  aro  engaged  in  a  difficult 
struggle  for  their  country,  has  oome 
down  here  to-day  and  formally  thrown 
the  sanction  and  approval  of  the  Liberal 
Party  over  the  language  of  the  right 
hon.  Member.  No  doubt,  the  present 
Government  exists  by  the  tolerance  of 
the  Opposition.  The  noble  Marquess  is 
conscious  that  the  Opposition  have  a 
majority  in  this  House;  but  he  cer- 
tainly appears  to  hare  presumed  too  far 
an  the  power  of  the  Liberal  Party  here 
when  he  aeked  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Leader  of  the  House  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach)  to  repeat  at  the 
Table  of  the  Houee  an  offence  which 
had  been  committed  outside — when  he 
asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  em- 
phasize the  shameful  language  which 
had  been  applied  to  the  Irish  Members, 
and  to  allow  himself  to  be  dragged 
behind  a  disoredited  Viceroy  who  had 
fallen  in  the  cause  of  a  fallen  Party. 
Now,  Sir,  what  are  we  to  say  of  the 
epeech  of  the  noble  Marquess  ?  He  de- 
clared that  the  charges  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Birmingham 
were  true.  He  went  a  step  further,  and 
said  we  had  been  guilty  of  sympathy 
with  criminals.  But  when  his  state- 
ment was  challenged  from  these  Benches, 
the  noble  Marquess  proceeded  to  say 
that  we  may  have  believed  the  men  to 
be  innocent,  but  he  bebeved  them  to  be 
guilty.  Now,  what  is  the  meaning  of 
accusing  men  of  sympathizing  witU 
people  whom  they  know  to  be  innocent  ? 
We  feel  sympatby,  not  with  criminals, 
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but  with  men  whom  t9  believe,  and 
whom  we  know,  to  have  been  brought 
to  the  gallowa  when  innocent,  with  men 
whom  we  believe  and  know  to  be  au: 
ing  the  horrors  of  penal  eervitude  for 
Crimea  of  which  the;  were  not  guilty. 
What  is  to  become  of  argument  and 
common  sense  if  men  are  to  be  charged 
with  aympathizing  with  criminals,  be- 
cause they  sympathize  with  men  whom 
in  their  hearts  and  souk  they  believe  to 
be  innocent,  and  becauie  in  that  sym- 
pathy end  belief  they  are  austaioed  by 
the  prelates  and  clergymen  of  Ireland, 
and  by  the  general  body  of  public  opi- 
nion in  that  country  ?  Sympathy  with 
criminals!  We  brouB;ht  forwa^  oi 
case.  Has  the  noble  Marquess  forgott< 
the  caae  of  Kilmartin?  That  was  tl 
only  caae  in  which'  an  inquiry  was  ever 
granted.  £ilmartin  was  proved  to  ' 
innocent,  and  he  walked  out  of  prtso: 
free  man.  What  is  the  audacity  of  any 
person  who  riaes  in  this  House  and 
charges  us  with  having  sympathy  with 
criminals  when,  in  the  only  case  in  which 
you  acceded  to  oar  demand  and  granted 
us  an  inquiry,  the  person  whom  you 
called  a  criminal  waa  proved  to  be  in- 
nocent !  The  noble  Marqueas  had  the 
courage  to  say  that,  if  an  opportunity 
were  given  of  disproving  them,  the 
charges  against  Lord  Spencer  would  be 
proved  to  be  falsa.  Why  has  the  op- 
portunity not  been  given  ?  What  is  the 
oEFence  charged  against  ns  in  regard  to 
the  proceedinga  of  this  House?  Our 
offence  is  that  we  have  repeatedly  come 
forward  with  these  charges  against 
Lord  Spenoer  and  his  Administration, 
and  that  we  have  asked  that  you  should 
give  us  the  opportunity  of  proving  whe- 
ther our  chaises  were  true.  That  op- 
portunity hss  always  been  refused  us. 
It  was  nothing  less  than  audacious,  and 
it  must  command  the  condemnation  of 
every  reasonable  man  and  every  lover  of 
fair  play,  for  the  noble  Uarquess  to  say 
that  if  the  opportunity  were  given  these 
charges  would  be  proved  to  be  false, 
seeing  that  out  complaint  (gainst  his 
own  liovemment  is  that  they  have  for 
the  last  three  years  used  their  power  in 
the  House  to  refuse  us  the  opportunity 
we  asked  of  proving  our  charges.  Now, 
I  have  seen  a  paragraph  in  an  influential 
Liberal  paper,  in  which  it  is  aaid  that 
the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Qentlemen 
(Mr.  Bright)  has  esoited  the  most  in- 
tense indignation  amongst  the  Irish 
Mr.  S*xUm 


Members.    Now,  while  I  say  that  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Louth  (Mr. 
Oallsn)  was  within  his  right  in  briagiogf 
forward    this    question    to-day,    I     am 
bound  to  add  that  the  Irish  Party  in 
thia  House  have  not  made  this  queetion 
a  Party  one.     It  has  not  come  before 
them  for  their  consideration.     Indeed,  if 
it  had,  they  would   have  come  to  tha 
conrlusion  to  treat  the  language  of  the 
right  hon.  Qentleman  the  Member  for 
Birmingham  with  the  contempt  that,   in 
my  opinion,  it  deserves.     I  am,  for  my 
own  part,  opposed  in  principle  to  any 
appeals  from  Irish   Members  to    this 
Bouse  to  protect  them  against  language 
used  against  them.     We  are  in  a  mi- 
nority, we  ere  fighting  Bgainatodds,  and 
from  what  I  know  of  the  history  of  Eng- 
land, and  from  what  I  have  learnt  by 
my  experience  here  in  the  course  of  the 
last  five  years,  I  know  that  the  Bepre- 
sentatives  of  any  people  subject  to  you 
and  fighting  you  against  odds,  if  they 
do  their  duty  honestly  and  with  courage, 
will  have  to  face  every  accusation  that 
malignity  can    devise    and    langnsgs 
make.     Personally,  I  am  perfectly  in- 
different to   any  accusation  any  Eng- 
lishman makes  against  me.     I  maintain 
that,    as    this    question    of    Privilege 
has  been  brought  forward,  it  will  be  no 
discredit  if  the  hon.  Member  fails  on 
this  occasion,  and  neither  will  it  be  any 
triumph  for  him  to  succeed.     The  force 
before  us  is  the  force  of  the  Irish  peo- 
ple.    The  opinion  to  which  we  appeal  ia 
their  opinion.     We  ore  perfectly  certain 
that  accusations  of  every  kind  will  be 
made  by  Englishmen  againat  ua  so  long 
as  we  give  them  trouble  and  inconve- 
nience;  and,  formj  part,  it  is  a  matter  of 
absolute  and  complete  indifference  to  ma 
what    charge  any  Englishman   brings 
against  me  in  my  public  capacity,  and 
hat  action   the  House  of    Commons 
may  take,  or  refuse  to  take,  in  regard 
to  me.    But,  Sir,  the  right  hon.  Oea- 
tleman  the  Member  for  Birmingham  Is 
certainly  one  who  ought  to  be  slow  to 
indulge  in  language  of  this  kind.     He 
has  spent,    if  not  the   best,    the  most 
vigorous  part  of  his  life  in  the  conduct 
of  violent  agitation,  and  agitation  the 
course   of   which  was  not  always   un- 
marked by  disorder  and  by  crime.     Li- 
ceotiousoess  of  language  with  regard  to 
his  opponents  has  been  the  main  cha- 
racteristic of  his  life,  and  his  career  and 
age,  instead  of  bringing  to  him  dignity 
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or  reserve,  has  only  weakened  his  jude- 
ment.  While  he  has  been  siDgularTy 
reckless  and  unacrupulons  in  the  lan- 
guage he  has  applied  to  others,  he  has 
alwa]^  shovn  a  childish  sensitiveness 
vith  regard  to  the  laneusge  applied  to 
him.  He  says  if  he  had  made  any  other 
speech  than  the  speech  he  did  make,  he 
might  hare  been  called  a  fool.  I  do 
not  think  that  ParliamentaTT  Forms 
would  allow  me  to  suggest  to  the  House 
what  I  should  like  to  suggest ;  but  as  a 
specimen  of  the  powers  of  juilgment  of 
the  right  faon.  Oeatloman,  I  would  say 
that  his  main  charge  against  us— that 
we  hare  been  disloyal  to  the  Crown — 
rests  upon  two  arguments,  one  of  which 
is  inapplicable,  and  the  olher  of  which 
is  absurd.  How  has  he  supported  his 
argument  with  reference  to  the  Oath  of 
Allegiance  ?  He  has  suggested  that 
men  in  this  House  who  have  taken  the 
Oath  of  Allegiance  are  disloyal,  because 
a  gentleman  outside  of  this  House, 
whom  he  knows,  refuses  to  come  to  the 
House  on  the  ground  that  be  would 
have  to  take  the  Oath  of  Allegiance.  I 
will  leave  it  to  the  House  to  say  whs- 
tfaer  the  conduct  of  an  eminent  Irish- 
EoaQ  outside  the  House  can  have  the 
slightest  possible  bearing  on  the  conduct 
snd  principles  of  those  who  have  come 
into  the  House  according  to  the  pro- 
scribed code.  What  is  the  other  argu- 
ment ?  That  we  have  been  disloyal  to 
Lord  Spencer.  Would  it  not  be  well 
of  the  right  hoti.  Gentleman  to  learn  the 
meaning  of  "  disloyal "  before  he  again 
speaka  upon  the  subject?  But  I  would 
pause  for  a  moment,  and  say  that  Irish- 
men have  always  shown  more  respect 
for  the  Throne  and  its  occupant,  and 
more  chivalry  in  their  references  to  the 
Monarchy  of  this  country,  than  have 
been  shown  by  certain  sections  of  poli- 
ticians and  certain  organs  of  opinion  in 
England.  But  are  we  obliged  to  be 
loyal  to  any  Gentleman  who  is  sent  as 
Viceroy  to  Ireland,  who  is  sent  there  as 
the  agent  of  a  political  Party,  who  is 
sent  there  to  carry  out  the  policy  of  a 
Farfy,  and  who  falls,  as  Lord  Spencer 
fell,  by  a  vote  of  this  House?  Our 
business  here  is  to  criticize  the  public 
policy  of  the  Oovernment,  and  is  it  not 
manifeBtly  absurd  to  suggest  to  us  that 
wo  are  not  to  criticize  and  even  to  do- 
nonnce  the  policy  of  a  Viceroy  in  Ire- 
land, since  the  Viceroy  in  Ireland  falls 
by   a  ■«"0t6  of  this  House  ?    What  is 


called  disloyalbr  in  regard  to  the  Vice- 
roy is  one  of  the  most  manifest  duties 
of  Irish  Members  of  Parliament  when 
the  Viceroy  so  conducts  himself  as,  in 
their  opinion,  to  outrage  the  public  opi- 
nion of  their  country.  It  is  said  we 
have  obstructed  all  legislation  directed 
against  crime.  I  remember  one  measure 
against  crime  which  was  passed  by  this 
House  at  a  eiugle  Sitting,  without  a 
word  of  comment  from  one  Irish  Mem- 
ber. In  that  the  late  Home  Secretary 
(Sir  William  Harcourt^  will  bear  me 
out.  Wa  have  been  charged  with  at- 
tacking indiscriminately  every  jury  who 
found  men  guilty  in  Ireland.  I  do  not 
remember  thst,  during  my  exporienca 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  a  grave  at- 
tack has  been  msds  upon  any  jury  but 
one.  Wb  gravely  attacked,  and  we  se- 
riously impugned,  the  jury  who  returned 
the  verdict  agsiust  Francis  Hynes.  We 
did  so,  because  it  was  proved  by  an 
abundance  of  sworn  evidence  that  some 
of  the  jury  who  sent  Francis  Hynes  to 
the  gallows  passed  the  night  preceding 
the  verdict  in  riotous  behaviour  at  the 
hotel,  and  were  actually  drunk  when 
they  gave  their  verdict.  That  fact  was 
fully  established,  and  no  serious  attempt 
was  ever  made  to  refute  it.  In  regard 
to  other  juries,  it  is  not  the  juries  them- 
selves whom  we  havo  attacked,  but  the 
process  of  packing  them.  If  you  pack 
a  jury,  it  is  not  the  jury  so  much  wo 
blame  as  the  people  who  pack  them.  If 
you  put  into  the  box  12  men  saturated 
with  political  passion  they  may  honestly, 
by  the  force  of  their  prejudice,  find  a 
man  guilty  against  whom  the  evidence 
is  insufficient,  and  in  such  a  case  the 
person  whose  conduct  is  contested  is  the 
official  of  the  Crown,  who  boldly  stands 
there  and  sets  aside  every  man  who 
would  be  likely  to  give  an  adverse  opi- 
nion. Now,  as  to  the  charges  against 
LordSpencer.  Themaiuchargesagainst 
Lord  Spencer  are  two  in  number  — 
namely,  that  he  sbielded  officials  ac- 
cused of  the  most  detestable  crime  ;  and 
that  when  the  Prerogative  of  mercy 
might  properly  have  been  exercised,  he 
refused  to  exerciae  it.  Take  the  first 
charge.  The  prospects  of  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Mallow  (Mr. 
O'Brien)  were  in  danger,  bis  liberty  was 
in  peril,  Lis  very  life  was  in  jeopardy, 
because  he  darnd  to  declare  that  Castle 
officials  bad  been  guilty  of  an  infamous 
and   unspeakable   crime.     Month  after 
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month  pasBed  by  ;  QueBtion  after  Qaes- 
tioo  was  put  unavailiagly  in  the  House 
of  Oommons ;  debate  after  debate  was 
railed,  jst  the  infamous  French  atill 
continued  to  wield  power  in  the  Irish 
Constabulary  Force.  The  detectives 
who  should  have  been  engaged  in  the 
vindication  of  justice  were  employed  to 
dog  and  threaten  my  hon.  Friend. 
Through  danger  and  trouble,  through 
unspeakable  diffioulty  and  peril,  my  hon. 
Friend  succeeded  in  mekiDg  good  his 
accusation,  and  the  man  who  held  one 
of  the  chief  positions  in  Dublin  Castle 
is  now  atoning  his  infamy  in  penal  ser- 
vitude in  the  garb  of  the  convict.  Every 
obataele  that  could  be  thrown  in  my  hon. 
Friend's  way — by  the  long  delay  in  the 
Courts,  by  the  obstinacy  of  the  high 
officials  in  Dublin  Castle — was  thrown 
in  his  way.  But  the  conviction  now 
stands  on  the  Records,  and  no  dinners 
oan  revoke  it,  no  lofty  appeals  to  the 
chivalry  of  the  Members  of  this  House 
can  alter  it.  Lord  Spencer  and  his 
Administration  did  shield  the  unspeak- 
able criminal  French,  so  long  ae  shield- 
ing him  was  possible.  Not  only  did 
thsy  do  that,  but  they  almost  accom- 
plished the  ruin  of  the  brave  and  cou- 
rageous Irishman  who  set  out  on  the 
tract  of  the  man ;  and  if  that  Irishman 
vindicated  his  action,  if  he  justified  his 
course,  and  if  he  secured  the  punish- 
ment of  the  criminal,  it  was  the  mercy 
of  Providence  and  not  the  will  or  co- 
operation of  Lord  Spencer  that  was  to  be 
thanked  for  it.  Our  charge,  therefore,  that 
Lord  Spencer sbieldedinfamous criminals 
is  proved  beyond  denial.  The  second 
charge  is,  that  Lord  Spencer  refused  to 
exercise  the  Prerogative  of  mercy.  What 
did  Lord  Spencer  say  at  the  dinner  at 
the  Westminster  Palace  Hotel?  He 
said  that  during  his  Yiceroyalty  40  men 
had  been  condemned  to  death,  and  of 
them  21  had  been  eseouted.  Now,  in 
regard  to  how  many  of  the  21  have  we 
impeached  the  verdicts?  Of  the  21 
cases  in  which  Lord  Spencer  declared 
that  the  law  should  take  its  course,  I 
do  not  know  that  we  have  ever  ques- 
tioned more  than  five.  What  is  the 
meaning  of  saying  we  have  questioned 
all  the  verdicts?  Out  of  the  21  exe- 
cutions, there  are  16  the  justice  of 
which  has  never  been  impeached  by  any 
Member  of  the  House.  Are  we  to  attri- 
bute it  to  the  rage  of  a  defeated  Admi- 
nistration that  accusations,  grossly  and 
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flagrantly  inconsistent  with  the  facts,  «xa 
made  against  us  by  men  occupying  high 
positions  in  this  House?  What  hap- 
pened in  the  case  of  Myles  Joyt^  ? 
Three  men  were  sentenced  to  death,  and 
lodged  in  Galway  Gaol.  Two  of  those 
men,  inspired  by  their  spiritual  guides, 
standing  upon  the  verge  of  the  scaffold, 
made  declarations  in  which  they  asserted 
the  innocence  of  Mylee  Joyce.  The 
declarations  were  forwarded  to  Lord 
Spencer  in  ample  time  for  him  to  hare 
stopped  the  execution  of  the  victim. 
The  night  before  the  execution  of  Myles 
Joyce,  the  telegraph  office  at  GFalway 
was  kept  open,  such  was  the  expectatioD 
that,  upon  examining  the  evidence  Lord 
Spencer  would  order  the  execution  to  be 
stayed.  What  could  have  been  more 
conclusive?  Two  of  the  three  men  de- 
clared the  innocence  of  the  third,  and 
admitted  their  own  guilt.  To  any  man 
who  reflects  on  the  case,  it  will  be 
apparent  that  if  the  proof  of  the  inno- 
cence of  Myles  Joyce  was  not  clear, 
there  was  established  such  presumption 
OS  should  have  compelled  Lord  Spencer, 
if  he  had  been  moved  hy  any  impulse 
other  than  a  desire  for  vengeance  and 
a  disposition  to  strike  terror  into  the 
people  by  the  execution  of  the  man,  to, 
at  least,  have  reprieved  the  prisoner  and 
given  time  for  a  due  investigation  of  the 
case.  Well,  Sir,  I  say  that  we  have  not 
generally  and  universally  impeaohed 
Judges,  juries,  and  Law  Officers  in  Ire- 
land. There  are  many  Judges  in  Ire- 
land whose  conduct  has  never  been 
seriously  attacked  ;  there  are  many  offi- 
cials against  whom  a  word  of  attack  has 
never  been  uttered  in  this  House ;  there 
are  many  juries  against  whom  there  has 
not  been  a  breath  of  imputation.  The 
accusations  we  have  made  in  certain 
cases  we  have  supported  by  proofs ;  and 
if  we  wanted  any  justification  of  oui 
conduct,  it  may  be  found  in  the  fact  that 
the  one  inquiry  which  we  obtained  re- 
sulted in  the  proof  of  the  innocence  of 
the  man,  that  of  the  Crown  officials 
whom  we  have  inpeached  one,  an  un- 
certificated bankrupt,  and  another,  a 
defrauder  of  his  own  wife,  have  been 
practically  cast  out  of  employment,  and 
that  the  policy  of  coercion,  the  policy 
which  we  attacked  and  denounced  in 
this  House,  is  now  declared  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Bir- 
mingham himself  to  have  been  a  mis- 
take, and  is  oast  aside  as  a  diwredited 
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weapon  by  the  Oovemment  who  are 
now  TCSpDTiBiblo  for  the  admiDistration 
of  the  affairs  of  the  countty.  I  consider 
that  the  right  hoo.  Qentleman  has 
ftggntTat«d  his  original  otfeuoe  by  the 
speech  he  has  delivered  here  to-day,  for 
he  has  not  only  maintained  the  truth 
and  accuracy  of  bia  utterances  the  other 
night,  but  he  has  referred  individually 
to  Members  of  this  Party,  who,  I  think, 
take  his  references  more  as  a  compli- 
ment than  as  anything  else.  He  has, 
at  the  same  time,  pointed  his  innuendoes 
and  calmunies  by  inference  against 
Members  he  did  not  name.  It  is  not  by 
the  good  opinion  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, or  of  any  Member  of  this  House, 
that  wo,  the  Irish  Party,  live  and  thrive. 
We  have  lived  and  thriven  not  by  your 
bronr,  but  in  your  despite.  That  we 
have  the  support  of  our  own  country- 
men, and  that  the  policy  which  we  have 
porsned  has  improved  the  prospects  of 
onr  own  cause,  is  amply  proved  by  our 
power  in  tbe  House  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, and  the  prospects  which  lie  imme- 
diately before  us.  The  Liberal  organ  I 
have  already  quoted  says  the  real  ob- 
ject of  tbe  banquet  the  other  night  was 
to  bolster  up  and  vhitewaeh  a  discre- 
dited and  di^p^aced  politician ;  but  it 
had  another  object — namely,  to  bring 
home  the  real  character  of  the  Irish 
Party.  The  language  of  the  right  ban. 
SenUeman,  it  was  said,  will  ring  through 
the  country  at  the  General  Election.  But 
tttere  are  other  words  besides  those  of 
therigbthon.  Gentleman  which  will  rins 
through  the  country  at  the  Generu 
Election.  When  that  General  Election 
comes  round  it  will  not  be  foi^tten 
that,  to  the  slanderous  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Memberfor Birmingham  8  tthe 
Spencer  dinner,  there  was  added  the  in- 
■altiDg  speech  of  the  noble  Marquess 
(the  Marquess  of  Hartington)  here  to- 
day. By  the  proceedings  of  to-day  tbe 
Liberal  Party  have  been  made  reepos- 
lible  for  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Birmingham.  Our  country- 
men  in  America  were  driven  from  theii 
country  by  your  laws ;  they  were  tht 
friends  of  Ireland  before  the  right  hon 
Member  for  Birmingham  posed  as  its 
friend ;  they  are  the  friends  of  Ireland 
now  that  he  has  become  its  enemy,  and 
they  will  continue  to  be  friends  of 
Ireland  when  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Birmingham  is  no  more,  and  when  Eog- 
liah  Parties  have  little  to  do  with  the 
goTcroment   of  Ireland.      Sir,  if    the 
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Irish  Party  had  adjudged  upon  this 
question,  they  never  would  have  ap- 
pealed to  you  for  justice.  We  have  no 
confidence  in  the  impartiality  of  this 
House  as  between  Euglishmen  and 
Irishmen.  We  are  indifferent  to  the 
proceedings  of  this  day,  to  any  accusa- 
tions made  here  to-day,  to  any  charges 
which  may  be  brought  against  us  here-  - 
after.  As  to  therigbthon.  Memberfor  Bir- 
mingham, to  whom  age  has  not  brought 
either  scruple  in  attach,  or  dignity  and 
frankness  in  self-defence,  what  has 
occurred  to-day  will  be  of  some  ad- 
vantage to  him,  if  it  teaches  him  even 
at  this  eleventh  hour  of  his  life  that  he 
ought  to  govern  his  language  by  the 
principles  of  truth  and  have  some  re- 
gard for  the  demands  of  decency. 

Mr.  O'BEIENr  I  do  not  intend  to 
prolong  this  discussion  for  more  than  a 
minute  or  two  ;  but  as  I  am  one  of  those 
included  in  the  compliment  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Bir- 
(ham  (Mr.  John  Bright),  I  must 
with  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Sexton) 
in  regretting  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
Louth  (Mr.  Callan)  should  have  thought 
it  worth  while  to  make  any  appeal  to 
the  House  in  this  matter.  Speeches  of 
the  character  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's speech  at  the  banquet  the  other 
night,  and  of  the  character  of  the 
speech  which  we  have  listened  to  from 
him  to-day,  may  possibly  give  pain  to 
the  very  few  friends  of  his  who  still 
cling  to  the  memory  of  his  former  friend- 
ship for  Ireland  ;  but  such  speeches  do 
not,  in  the  slightest  degree,  distress 
those  whom  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
is  pleased  to  honour  by  his  enmity.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  accuses  us  of 
being  disloyal,  and  of  being  rebels.  If 
he  means  that  we  are  disloyal  to  Earl 
Spencer  and  to  English  rule  in  Ire- 
land, then  all  I  can  say  is  that  there  is 
not  very  much  difference  of  opinion  be- 
tween us.  I,  for  one,  am  rather  dis- 
posed to  accept  it  as  a  compliment. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  accuses  ua 
of  boundless  sympathy  with  criminals; 
but  when  such  an  accusation  is  made 
by  an  old  and  feeble  and  somewhat 
broken  man,  I  doubt  if  it  matters  much. 
It  is  a  very  different  thing,  however, 
when  the  accusation  is  taken  up  and 
endorsed  and  justified  by  the  responsible 
Lender  of  the  Liberal  Party  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  Sir,  if  the  noble  Mar- 
quess (the  Marquess  of  Hartington)  who 
leads  the  Liberal  Party  in  the  House  at 
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the  present  tinio,  thinks  that  it  is  well  I  eny  that  there  trns  something  in  ttitt 


within  the  pririlage  of  Mombora  of  thi 
Houss  to  call  certain  hoD.  Members 
perjurers  and  sympathizers  with  murder, 
I  regret  that  the  Privileges  of  Partia- 
ment  are  not  a  little  further  extended, 
and  that  it  is  not  possible  for  us  to  call 
men  calumniators  and  liars.  All  the 
charges  wo  ever  mado  agaiost  Lord 
Spencer  we  made  openly  and  in  the  light 
of  day,  and  with  the  Imowledge  that  in 
making  them  we  carried  our  lives  in  our 
hands.  We  have  not  only  mode  them, 
but  we  stick  to  them  now.  We  have 
proved  them  up  to  the  hilt  in  the  esti- 
mation of  nineteenth-twentieths  of  the 
Irish  race  throughout  the  world,  and 
allow  me  to  tell  you  that  those  are  the 
persons  whose  verdict  we  think  some- 
thing of.  I  can  only  speak  of  the  lan- 
(Cuage  of  the  right  hon.  Qeutleman  the 
Member  for  Birmingham  with  the  utmost 
levity  and  contempt.  Considering  the 
right  hon.  Oeatleman'a  state  of  mind  for 
the  last  couple  of  years  with  regard  to 
Ireland,  and  with  regard  to  Members 
from  Ireland,  I  can  only  say  that  the 
only  thing  that  has  alarmed  me  is  that 
he  has  discovered  anything  i) 
duct  which  has  merited  a  testimonial 
from  him,  I  do  not  know  whether  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Louth  (Mr. 
Gallan)  means  to  push  this  matter  to  a 
division ;  but  if  the  Motion  is  negatived, 
it  will,  at  all  events,  have  just  one  useful 
result — it  will  show  what  a  different 
measure  of  justice  is  meted  out  to 
English  and  Iritih  Members 
House,  though,  in  my  opinion,  that 
does  not  need  very  much  further  illus* 
tration. 

Mr.  JUSTIN  HUNTLYM'CAETHY: 
Mr.  Speaker,  for  my  own  part  I  do  not 
cars  in  the  least  what  the  right  hon. 
OeotleniBD  the  Member  for  Birming- 
ham (Mr.  John  Bright)  may  say  of  any 
Member  of  the  Irish  Party.  I  feel  con- 
vinced that  there  is  no  Irish  Nationalist 
in  the  country  who  will  regard  othorwise 
than  with  su pro m e  indilfe re uceauy attack 
vhich  an  exploded  politician  like  the 
light  hon.  Gentloman  may  make  upon 
us.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  our 
friend,  he  is  now  our  enemy,  and  I 
personally  much  prefer  him  in  the  latter 
capacity,  because  he  is  lesi  dangerous  to 
the  country  and  less  ahle  to  delude  the 
people.  I  will  not  comment  upon  the 
speech  of  the  junior  Member  for  Bir- 
mingham (Mr.  Chamberlain),  except  to 
J&.  O'Brim 


Bjieech  which  suggested  to  me  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  a  little  dis- 
appointed by  the  tone  in  which  the  Irish 
Press  and  the  Irish  people  have  re- 
sponded to  his  promised  crusade  in  Ire- 
land. We  were  not  enthusiastic  at  the 
generous  offer  which  was  made  to  us  by 
the  right  hoD.  Gentleman,  and  hence,  I 
thiuk,  his  tone  of  bitterness  and  the  dd- 
fair  accusations  which  he  made  to-night 
against  the  Irish  people  and  their  Ue- 
presentativee.  Now,  the  noble  Mar- 
quess (the  Marquess  of  Hartington)  who 
leads  the  Opposition,  and  who,  I  hope, 
will  long  continue  to  lead  the  Opposi- 
tion, said  that  hideous  charges  had  been 
made  against  Lord  Spencer.  We  have  a 
right  to  bring  such  chains  against  • 
man  who,  we  think,  has  been  the  cause 
of  great  and  lasting  injury  to  our  ooun- 
tty,  and  whose  name  will  be  hated  fw 
generatious  to  come,  hated  even  more 
than  the  name  of  the  right  hon.  Gentl*- 
man  the  Member  for  Bradford  (Ur. 
W.  E.  Forater).  The  right  hon.  Gende- 
msQ  (Mr.  John  Bright)  said  that  sym- 
pathy has  been  shown  by  hiembera  of 
this  House  —  and  by  that  he  meant 
Members  on  these  Benches— with  con- 
victed criminals.  Of  course,  wehavesym- 
pathy  with  some  convicted  criminals. 
There  never  was  a  Party  in  this  House 
who  had  not,  at  one  time  or  other,  had 
sympathy  with  them.  When  we  \ook. 
back,  we  find  that  the  most  exalted 
names  in  Irish  history  are  to  be  foKod 
amongst  those  of  convicted  criminala. 
What  were  Bobert  Emmet,  Smith 
O'Brien,  and  Meagher  but  convicted 
criminals ;  and  what  were  the  thiea 
men  who  were,  done  to  death  at  Bias- 
chaster  hut  convicted  criminals?  It  ia 
impussihle  for  any  Irish  Nationalist  not 
to  have  sympathy  with  such  men  as  these. 
The  result  of  the  convictioa  of  each 
criminals  has  been  that  the  FngUah 
Flag  is  as  much  hatod  in  Ireland,  as  th« 
Austrian  Eagle  was  hated  in  Hungary, 
aud  the  Bussian  Eagle  in  Poland.  I 
hope  that  the  time  will  never  come  whan 
Irish  Nationalist  Members  will  not  b« 
proud  and  glad  to  be  accused  of  sym- 
pathy with  such  convicted  orimioals  as  I 
have  referred  to. 

Mb.  O'KELLT  :  Sir,  I  have  listened 
to  the  debate  with  a  certain  amount  of 
interest  not  unmingled  with  a  httl* 
amusement.  The  debate  has  baen  ex- 
ceedingly ioatractive  m  ahoiriiigtiwdu- 
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poution  of  Eng-lish  MemLera  towards 
oar  people  and  onr  cause,  as  ivcll  as  the 
dtffiitalt;  of  gettiD^  anything  like  fair 
pUy  in  this  House.  But  it  certainly 
requires  some  coolness  on  the  part  of  tho 
right  hon.  Qentletnan  tbe  Member  for 
Binning;ham  (Mr.  Jolm  Bright)  and  his 
Friends  to  accuse  ns  of  unbounded 
sympathy  iritb  crime.  I  would  recom- 
m«ad  those  Gentlemen  who  can  to  look 
into  their  own  consciences,  and  to  go 
back  into  the  history  o(  the  past  two 
years,  and  remember  that  they  are 
steeped  up  to  the  ancles  id  human  blocd. 
The  last  thing  we  shall  rememberof  the 
senior  Member  for  Birmingham  is  that 
he  will  go  down  to  history  as  one  of  the 
aasassia 8  of  Alexandria.  In  this  House, 
at  any  rate,  those  (Gentlemen  ought  to 
be  careful  how  they  bandy  words  and 
make  sweeping  ai-cusations  against  our 
men.  Intbecase  of  Ireland, when  we  have 
challenged  tbecourseof  justice,  we  have 
challenged  each  case  upon  ilB  merits. 
We,  acting  upon  our  belief  and  upon  the 
evidence  before  us,  have  challenged  the 
action  of  Lord  Spencer  in  certain  cases, 
and  we  have  also  challenged  the  manner 
in  which  justice  has  been  administered, 
and  the  manner  in  which  juries  have 
been  packed;  but  we  have  never  at- 
tacked everyactof  the  Gtovernment.  We 
have  made  a  distinction  always  between 
thoee  men  who  have  been  justly  con- 
victed of  criminal  acts,  and  those  who,  in 
onr  opinion,  have  not.  No  Member  of 
this  Party,  ao  far  as  my  memory  leads  me 
back,  has  ever  said  one  word  in  defence 
of  men.  who  were  fairly  and  honestly 
convicted,  or  men  who  deserved  to  be 
convicted.  The  men  we  have  spoken  in 
favour  of  are  men  whom  you  have 
brougbt  into  your  net  by  an  infamous 
system,  men  whom  you  have  sacrificed 
even  at  the  expense  of  innocent  men's 
lives.  I  think  that  no  man  whn  looks 
back  for  tbe  lest  year,  and  examines 
carefully  the  cases  which  have  been 
brought  before  the  House — no  fair- 
minded  man  can  say  that  we  have  at- 
tacked Lord  Spencer,  or  any  of  the  judi- 
cial officers  in  Ireland,  in  any  case  where 
we  have  not  had  a  faircase  as  againet  the 
administration  of  justice.  I  regret,  how- 
ever, that  myhon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Louth  (Mr.  Callan)  baa  thought  it 
well  to  bring  this  case  before  the  House. 
I  think  it  below  the  dignity  of  Irish 
Ifembera  to  pay  any  attention  to  such 
attacks,  coming  from  any  quarter.     We 


know  very  well  that,  in  politics,  the 
Party  to  wliitb  llie  senior  Member  for 
Birmingham  belonss  are  rery  unEcrupu- 
lous  even  among  tnemeelves,  and  that, 
when  dealing  with  us,  they  have  no  aense 
of  justice,  honour,  or  duty. 

Mh.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN:  Sir,  1  wish 
to  address  myself  to  that  passage  of  the 
speech  of  tbe  right  bnn.  Gentleman  the 
junior  Member  for  Birmingbam  (Mr. 
Chamberlain)  in  which  be  alleged  that 
there  had  been  no  expression  of  ditap- 
proval  of  crime  and  outrage  in  Ireland 
from  thelips  of  the  Leaders  of  the  Irish 
people.  He  said  that  be  did  not  at  all 
charge  them  with  having  any  sympathy 
with  those  outrages  ;  but  be  expressed 
regretthattheydidnot  declare  their  want 
of  sympathy  with  them,  and  express  their 
disapproval  of  tbe  various  crimes  and 
outrages  which  had  been  committed. 
I  think.  Sir,  before  be  stood  up  at 
the  Table  to  make  that  statement,  he 
ought  to  have  made  himself  acquainted 
with  the  actual  facts,  because  his  state- 
ment shows  either  his  ignorance  of  the 
subject,  or  bis  malice  in  making  it. 
I  utterly  deny  the  truth  of  his  allegation, 
and  I  assertemphatically  that  again  and 
again,  in  the  Press  and  on  tbe  platform, 
tbe  Leaders  of  the  Irish  Party  have 
denounced,  condemned,  and  protested 
against  tbe  perpetration  of  crime  and 
outrage.  My  allegations  on  this  matter 
I  could  sustain  by  quotations ;  I  could 
bring  before  this  House  plenty  of  proofs 
of  my  statement,  but  I  will  not  do  any- 
thing of  tbe  sort.  Whenever  we  are  met 
with  these  odious  charges,  we  will  not 
come  down  with  bundles  of  papers  and 
extracts  from  newspapers,  and  ask  the 
House  to  listen  to  them  in  our  behalf. 
We  will  ^o  into  no  such  defence  ;  but, 
on  tho  other  hand,  we  will  meet  those 
who  bring  these  charges  with  as 
blunt  and  strong  a  denial  as  would  be 
permitted  within  the  bounds  of  Parlia- 
mentary language.  When  I  heard  the 
right  hon.  Qentleman  the  junior  Member 
for  Birmingham  taking  that  line  to- 
night, it  indicated  one  thing  to  my 
mind— namely,  that  bis  Irish  tour  is  to 
be  abandoned.  I  venture  to  say  that 
after  that  statement  of  his,  be  would 
nut  dare  to  present  himself  before  tbe 
people  of  Ireland,  and  ask  their  opinion 
of  either  his  conduct  or  bis  policy.  This 
debate  has  been  more  prolonged  than  I 
suppose  any  of  us  anticipated.  It  has 
been  truly  said  that  Ike  subject  baa 
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been  brought  forward  without  any 
general  concert  with  the  Iri^li  Mem- 
bers. We,  in  reference  to  euch  allega- 
tions as  have  been  made  in  this  House, 
place  our  conduct  and  reputation  before 
the  Irish  people  fortheir  judgment,  and 
not  before  the  House  of  CommonB.  It 
is  perfectly  manifest  to  us  that  if  other 
Members  of  this  House,  of  less  distinc- 
tion than  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
BoniorMemlierforBirmingbam[Mr.John 
Bright),  had  used  such  language  as  he 
used,  and  before  such  distinguished 
company— if  Irish  Members  had  used 
such  language  with  respect  to  Members 
of  the  House,  they  would  not  hare  been 
treated  with  as  much  consideration  as  has 
been  shown  to  him  this  evening.  The 
right  hon.  Qentleman  the  senior  Mem- 
ber for  Birmingham  was  at  one  time 
very  friendly  to  Ireland — at  least,  he 
waa  supposed  to  be  so,  and  in  those 
days  for  his  good  words  and  good  inten- 
tions WB  gave  him  credit ;  but  because 
the  Irish  people  have  chosen  to  go  a 
little  further  and  faster  than  ia  pleas- 
ing to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  he 
now  turns  round  on  us,  and  pours 
out  all  the  bittemese  that  he  has  stored 
up  in  his  old  age.  We  shall  leave 
this  matter  now,  becanse  we  have  more 
serious  things  before  us,  and  we  claim 
that  we  stand  here  with  a  reputa- 
tion Bs  high  and  solid  as  that  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  Wo  havo  stood 
b;  the  Irish  people  in  times  of  trial, 
suffering,  and  temptation,  and  our  con- 
duct has  conduced  much  to  lighten  the 
oppression  of  which  we  disapproved, 
and  break  the  chains  of  their  bondage. 
I  contend  that  the  allegation  that  we 
have  not  expressed  disapprobation  of 
crime  and  outrage  is  a  false  allfgation. 
I  maintain  that  we  have  done  our  duty 
to  our  country,  to  justice  and  to  reli- 
gion; and  being  satisfied  with  our  con- 
duct in  that  respect,  wo  can  afford  to 
treat  as  of  very  little  importance  such 
charges  made  in  an  after-dinner  speech 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  tho  Uoui- 
ber  for  Birmingham. 

Mb.  CALLAN:  Sir,  the  object  with 
which  I  brought  forward  this  Besolu- 
tion  having  been  attained.  I  have  to  say 
that  for  the  language  itself,  coming 
from  the  quarter  it  did,  I  entertained 
personally  the  most  supreme  contempt. 
I  brought  forward  the  Besolution  iu  no 
sense  as  an  appeal  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  either  for  sympathy  or  jus- 
Jfr.  T.  D.  Sullivan" 
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ticn.  I  had  no  crmfidence  whatever  in 
either  the  sympathy  or  justice  of  this 
House,  and  1  did  not  bring  it  forward 
for  the  purpose  of  narrowing  liberty  of 
speech  outside  or  inside  Parliament.  I 
brought  it  forward,  on  the  contrary, 
for  the  purpose  of  extending thatliberty 
of  speech,  and  I  am  glad  that  I  have 
attained  that  object  with  reference  to 
debate  inside  this  House;  for  I  knetr. 
Sir,  when  I  placed  my  Notice  in  yoar 
bands,  that  it  would,  on  a  division, 
meet  with  overwhelming  defeat.  But 
the  House  has  so  expressed  itself  that 
now  it  ia  on  record  that  to  charge  a 
Member  of  this  House  with  disloyalty 
to  the  Crown,  with  perjury,  and  witb 
sympathy  for  crime  and  murder,  is 
within  Parliamentary  bounds ;  and  you. 
Sir,  having  permitted  the  noble  Mar* 
quess  the  present  Leader  on  the  Front 
Opposition  Bench  to  endorse  the  ia- 
faniDUs  charges  made  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Birmingham 
(Ur.  John  Bright),  and  the  noble  Mar- 
quess having  endorsed  those  charges 
without  rebuke  from  you,  we,  of  course, 
shall  be  at  liberty,  when  occasion  arises, 
to  pay  him  back  in  his  own  coin.  Now, 
as  to  the  words  "boundless  sympathy 
with  convicts  and  crime,"  I  am  glad  to 
have  that  as  a  Farliameotary  expres- 
sion, because  I  will  use  that  expression 
during  next  week  on  the  Approprialioa 
Bill,  with  reference  to  Members  on  the 
Front  Opposition  Bench.  I  am  glad 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment waa  present  when  that  language 
was  used  by  the  noble  Marquess,  and 
that  you.  Sir,  by  allowing  it  to  pass 
without  rebuke,  have  allowed  it  to  be- 
come a  Parliamentary  expression.  If 
any  msn  not  older  than  myself,  were  ha 
a  Member  of  this  House  or  not,  told 
me  to  my  face 

Mn.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
is  nllogether  deviating  from  the  subject 
before  the  House. 

Mn.  CALLAN  :  Then,  Sir,  I  eay 
that,  BO  far  from  coming  here  in  a 
whining  spirit,  I  came  here  to  get  an 
eudorsemBut  of  these  words,  not  believ- 
ing that  they  would  be  repudiated.  If 
the  language  applied  to  me  in  the  West- 
minster Hotel  on  Friday  night,  of  hav- 
ing boundless  sympathy  witb  oriminals 
and  murderers,  was  applied  to  me  under 
other  circumstances,  I  would  reeott  to 
the  natural  application  of  superior  force. 


,Coot;^lc 


305  Supply— Cinl  (July  5 

So  mDch,  Sir,  fnr  coming  here  In  a 
whiDing  spirit.  I  am  also  glad  to  bring 
fonrard  this  Besolution,  because  after 
the  speech  of  the  noble  Marquess,  and 
the  spsechea  of  the  two  right  boa.  Hem- 
bets  for  Birmicgham,  the  Irish  people 
in  Eogiland,  and  whererer  thej  have 
the  power  in  their  bands,  will  require 
no  indncement  from  as  not  to  further 
the  poUtical  intereata  of  the  noble  Mar- 
qaesB  and  tbe  two  right  hon.  Oentlo- 
men.  Haring  obtained  what  I  desired 
—Darnel;,  an  enlargement  of  the  field 
ofdisonssion.  and  the  adoption  of  these 
terms  as  a  Parliamentary  expression — 
I  beg  leave  to  withdraw  my  Motion. 

Ha.  SPEAKER :  la  it  your  pleasure 
Ibst  the  Uotion  be  withdrawn  ?  I  Cria 
»/"No,no!"J 

QaesUon  put. 

The  House  iifiM: — Ayes  23;  Noes 
IM:  Uajority  131. 

ATES. 

Butr,  J.  Nolan,  Colonel  J.  P. 

Biggir.  J.  0,  O'Connor,  A. 

rnwoa,  0.  O'Connor,  T.  P. 

DaM7,J.  O'Kelly.  J. 

Gi»j,  E.  D.  Power,  P.  J. 

Eainf,  M.  J.  Power,  R. 

Lethj.J.  Sexton,  T. 

Lauj.  E.  Sullivan,  T.  D. 

Lwh,  N.  Bynao,  E.  J. 
Mtiithy,  J. 

H'Culli]r,J.  H.  IILLERI. 

M-KouK,  Sir  J.  S.  CalUn,  P. 

Hinm.  E.  U.  O'Brien,  W. 
HoUdT,  B.  C. 

NOES. 

&tiuid,rt.hn.SiTT.D.  Bulwer,  J.  B. 

AfM.,  W.  Burt,  T. 

AiiBVDilli,  D.  Buxton,  S.  C. 

ArmWMd,  O.  Ctuivright,  W.  C. 

AihT,  A.  CauBton,  R.  K. 

AAIcT,  boo.  E.  U.  Cavendish,  Lord  E. 

Ailuntad-Barttett,  £.  Chamberlain,  rt.  bn.  J. 

AUiaiaa,  H,  J.  diaplin,  rt.  hon.  H. 

B*lJou,  rt.  hon.  A.  J.  Cheethsm,  J.  f . 

Bilfou,  rt.  hoD.  J.  B.  ChuTchill,  rt.  hn.  Lord 
Btlbir.  Sir  G.  B.  U.  S. 

Binu,J.  Clark,  S. 

Buttelot,  Sir  W.  B.  Coben,  A. 

Bnch.  Haht  hon.  Sir  Colobrooke,  Sir  T.  E. 

«.  E  Hick*.  Corry,  J.  P. 

BewDont,  W.  B.  Ctaig,  W.  T. 

Bendord,  0.  Da  la  P.  Cropper,  J. 

fldko,  J.  C.  CroM,rt.  lion. Sir  R.  A. 

Eorfue,  W.  C.  Dolrympie,  C. 

Bonke,  right  hon.  li.  Davoy,  H. 

Bund,  hon.  H.  H.  Dawnay,  hon,  O.  C, 

Bri^  J.  De  Worms,  Baron  H. 

Bndrick.  hoQ.  W.  St.  Dillwyn,  L.  L. 

J.F.  Duff,R.W. 

Erogden.  A  Dyke,  rt.  hn.  Sir  VT. 
B<Te*,J.  H. 

Baf^anaa,  T.  R.  ErringtoD,  Sir  G. 
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Ewart,  W.  Jlorley,  S. 

Foirbaim,  Sir  A.  Mundella,  rt.  hn.  A-  J. 

I'indlatar,  W.  O'Brien,  Sir  P. 

Fletcher,  Sir  H.  Palmer,  C.  M. 

Hoyer,  J.  Parker,  C.  S. 

Foljarabe,  C.  G.  S.  Peaao,  A. 

Folkestone,  Viscount  Picton,  J.  A. 

Forater,  Sir  C.  Playfair,  rt.  hn.  Sir  L. 

Fowler,  W.  Plonket,  rt.  hon,  D.  R. 

Framantlo,  hon.  T.  F.  Power,  J.  O'C. 

Fry,  L.  Pulley,  J. 

Gladstone,  H.  J.  UallJ,  P. 

Qladatone,  W.  H.  Ramsay,  J 

Goldney,  Sir  G.  Rathhono,  W. 

GordoD.  Sic  A.  Reid.  K.  T. 

Gorst,  J.  E.  Repton,  G..  W. 

Gower,  hon.  E.  F.  L,  Richard,  H. 

Gregory,  G.  B.  Ritchie,  C.  T. 

Grey,  A.  H.  G.  Robertson,  H. 

OroBveaor,  right  hon.  Roe,  T. 

Lord  R.  Ruaaell,  G.  W.  E. 

Hamilton,   right  hon.  Russell,  T. 

Lord  G.  F.  Rylands,  P. 

Horcourt,   rt.  hn.  Sir  St.  Aubyn,  Sir  J. 

W.  G.  V.  V.  Selwin  -  Ibbetson,    rt 
Hartington,  Marq.  of  hon.  Sir  H.  J. 

Hastings.  O.  y>'.  Seveme,  J.  E. 

Hayter,  Sir  A.  D.  Shaw,  T. 

Henderson,  F.  Shield,  H. 

Herbert,  hon.  3.  Simon,  Seneant  J. 

HeischoU,  Sir  F.  Sinclair,  W.  P. 

Hill,  Lord  A.  W.  Smith,  rt.  hon.  W.  B. 

Hill,  T.  R.  Smith,  S. 

Holland,  Sir  H.  T.  Stanhope,  rt.  hon.  E. 

Hollond,  J.  R.  Stanley,  rt.  hon.Uol,  F. 

Holmes,  rt.  hon.  H.  Stanley,  hon.  E.  L. 

Hopwood,  C.  H.  Stnart,  J. 

Ince,  H.  B.  Summers,  W. 

Jenkins,  Sir  .T.  J.  Sutherland,  T. 

Jenkins,  D.  J.  Tavistocki'Marqaasaof 

Eensington,    rt.     hn.  Tennant,  Sir  C. 

Lord  ToUemache,  H.  J. 

Kinnear,  J.  TreTelyaD,rt.  hn.G.O. 

Labouchere,  H.  Waddj,  S.  D. 

Lawrence,  Sir  J.  C.  Waugh,  E. 

Lawrence.  W.  Webster,  Sir  R.  E, 

Lawaos,  Sir  W.  Webster,  J. 

Lewieham,  Viscount  West,  H.  W. 

M' Arthur,  A.  Whithread,  S. 

M'Clnre,  Sir  T.  Williamson,  S. 

M'Coan.  J.  C.  Wodehouse,  B.  B. 

M'Lagan,  P.  Woodall,  W. 

Manners,  rt.  hon.  Lord  Wortley,  C.  B.  Stuort- 

J.  J.  R. 
Mappin,  F.  T.  tellers. 

Marjoribonks,  hon.  E.  A kers- Douglas,  A. 

Morley,  A.  Walrond.  Col.  W.  H. 
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in  course  of  payment  during  the 
OQthoBIst  day  of  March  I8SI),  i 
Eiponseof  Iho' Queen's  Colleges  in  Ireland." 

Mr.  JUSTIN  M'CARTHY  aaiJ,  he 
wiiiliod  to  cell  attentioc  to  certain  cir- 
oumstances  in  connection  with  the  Vote 
before  the  Committee,  and  he  irould  do 
80  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  his 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  the  City  of 
Cork  (Mr.  Pamell).  His  hon.  Friend 
had  intended  to  bring  thie  subject  be- 
fore the  Committee,  and  was  only  pre- 
vented from  doing  so  by  a  sudden  and 
severe  attack  of  illness.  In  his  absence, 
therefore,  he  (Mr.  Justin  MCarthyJ 
would  invite  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  many  anomalies  oonnected 
with  the  system  of  education  in  Irish 
Collages.  It  was  well  known  that  this 
question  had  engaged  the  attention  of 
generations,  and  had  again  and  again 
been  taken  up  by  auccessive  Ministers 
and  Statesmen  who,  with  the  very  best 
intentions,  had  endeavoured  to  set  the 
wrong  system  right ;  but  it  bad,  un- 
fortunately, been  found  that  each  at- 
tempt ended,  if  possible,  in  worse  failure 
than  that  which  preceded  it.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whom  he  saw  oppo- 
eite  (Sir  Michael  Hieks-Beaoh)  had 
taken  a  very  leading  part  in  this  ques- 
tion of  education  in  Ireland,  and  he 
did  not  suppose  that  there  was  a  man 
who  understood  it  better  than  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  There  was  also  asso- 
ciated with  him  another  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  India  (Lord  Bandolph 
Churchill),  who  bad  shown  great  interest 
in  the  education  of  the  Irish  people, 
and  had,  iu  that  respect,  rendered  some 
very  valuable  services.  He  (Mr.  Justin 
M'Carthy)  thought,  therefore,  that  the 
noble  Lord  would  not  be  out  of  sym- 
pathy with  him  in  the  eiTort  he  wished 
to  make  to  bring  the  system  into  ac- 
oordonce  with  the  hopes  and  aspirations 
of  the  Irish  people.  Ho  would  point 
out  that  all  the  successive  attempts 
which  bad  been  made  to  set  this  system 
right  bad  been  made  in  the  absonce 
of  a  well-defined  principle.  Sir  Kobert 
Peel,  when  about  to  give  a  system  of 
College  education  to  the  Irish  people, 
found  out  the  difficulty  of  adopting  a 
plan  which  would  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  people  of  various  religious 
persuasions.  He  offered  to  the  Irish 
people  a  system  of  education  which 
igaored  questions  of  religion.     He  said 
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idine  I  that  if  you  allowed  religion  to  ba  inix»d 
'  *'"■  up  in  any  way  with  education,  you  could 
not  eatisfy  Catholics,  Protectants,  and 
Prosbyteriaus  under  one  system,  aod 
therefore  you  had  better  exclude  religion 
altogether,  and  have  one  uniform  seculur 
system.  That  proposal  was  made  undar 
what  seemed  to  be  satisfactory  auspices. 
It  took  with  it,  at  first,  the  assent  of  the 
English  people ;  but  it  should  bo  ob- 
served that  the  first  note  of  opposition 
was  struck  not  by  the  Roman  Cutholtcs, 
but  by  a  public  man  of  another  per- 
suasion,  who  condemned  the  prinuipla 
of  what  he  called  "  godless  Colleges." 
After  a  while,  it  became  evident  that  the 
CathuJio  Church  and  the  Irish  people 
would  not  accept  that  system ;  and  then 
another  attempt  was  made  to  meet  the 
difficulty  by  the  establishment  of  the 
Royal  University.  With  the  Royal 
University  were  joined  the  Queen's  Col- 
leges of  Belfast,  Galway,  and  Cork  ;  and 
to  these  were  added  the  University  Col- 
lege of  Dublin,  and  Magee  College, 
Belfast.  These  institutions  opened  their 
doors  to  the  members  of  all  denomiaa- 
tions ;  but  the  Royal  University  gave  no 
advantage  to  any  but  those  who  ac- 
cepted its  principles  and  adopted  its 
forms.  In  many  ways  it  was  becoming 
more  liberalized  ;  but  such  an  institution 
could  not  bo  accepted  as  a  whole  by 
the  Catholics.  \a  attempt  had  once 
been  made  to  establish  a  purely  Roman 
Catholic  University  in  Dublin.  The 
Irish  Catholics  spent,  he  believed, 
£250,000,  at  least,  in  the  endeavour  to 
establish  a  Catholic  University  for  the 
education  of  the  Irish  people;  but,  of 
course,  the  difficulty  was  that  they 
were  competing  at  such  tremendous 
odds  with  the  establishments  of  the 
Government,  and  they  were  not  able 
to  make  their  degrees  equally  valuable 
with  the  others.  After  a  time,  the 
institution  was  remodelled  and  was 
changed  into  University  College.  No 
sooner  did  that  remodelling  take  place, 
than  a  most  remarkable  phenomenon 
was  seen  —  no  sooner  was  University 
College  put  into  working  order,  than  it 
began  to  be  seen  that,  with  all  its 
own  disadvantages  and  with  all  the 
advantages  of  its  rivals,  it  was  able 
to  hold  up  its  head  against  all  compe- 
tition, and  was  enabled  to  carry  away 
a  larger  proportion  of  prizes  than  any 
of  the  institutions  endowed  by  the 
State.   He  held  ip  hia  hand  a  statement 
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of  fifpirea  trh!ch  showed  at  once  the 
marltablfl  success  of  this  Catholic  iosti- 
tution  without  any  State  advantage, 
which  enabled  its  pupils  to  carrj  off  the 
beat  honoDrs  and  prizes  placed  within 
their  reach.  Well,  one  appeal  be  had  to 
make  that  night  was  on  behalf  of  that 
iaatitation ;  but  he  had  also  to  appeal 
to  the  GorerntneDt  to  tell  Ihem  what 
they  intended  to  do  with  regard  to  the 
whole  system  of  Cnllege  education  in 
Ireland.  The  institutions  already  es- 
tablished were  either  wholly  Protestant, 
or  they  professed  a  neutrality  which  the 
Irish  people  never  could  accept,  and 
which  was  unsuitable  to  Irish  educa- 
tional purposes.  The  Colleges  of  Cork, 
Belfast,  and  Qalwey  were  well-ap- 
pointed ;  they  had  efBoient  teaobi 
but  they  had  the  one  ^reat  defect  in 
eyes  of  the  vast  bulk  of  the  Irish 
people — that  their  education  tras  secu- 
lar. The  Catholics  of  Ireland  had  en- 
deavoured, with  limited  means,  and  in 
the  absence  of  State  support,  to  make 
the  beat  way  they  could  under  immense 
diaadrantages.  He  thought  the  time 
had  come  when  'the  OoTemment  should 
make  up  their  minda  to  grapple  with 
this  question ;  that  it  was  now  time  the 
Qovemment  should  go  to  work  to  re- 
conatnict  and  re-organize  the  College 
educational  system.  He  did  not  intend, 
and  his  hon.  Friends  did  not  intend,  to 
offer  any  plan  for  the  re-organ  iiation  of 
the  Colleges.  It  would  be  very  unwise 
of  any  private  Member  to  approach  a 
OoTemment  in  that  House  with  a  set- 
tled acbeme.  The  effect  of  such  a  course 
would  be  that  everyone  who  saw  the 
smallest  objection  to  any  one  detail 
would  direct  bis  attack  upon  that  point, 
and  the  House  of  Commons  would,  in 
consequence,  fall  into  a  controversy 
of  mere  details.  But  Irish  Members 
urged  that  the  present  Government 
might  take  the  matter  into  their  own 
hands,  and  bring  in  a  scheme  for  the 
entire  re-organization '  of  public  Col- 
lege (>ducation  in  Ireland.  In  doing 
that,  they  would  have  to  recognize  that 
the  demand  was  merely  for  equality  and 
justice.  There  were  certain  endowments, 
certain  sums  of  money  applicable,  and 
certain  State  aid  and  support,  and  Irish 
Members  claimed  that  they  should  be 
divided,  so  as  to  give  the  Irish  people 
who  were  in  the  majority  something 
like  a  decant  proportion  and  share  of 
them.  He  did  not  expect  the  Government 


to  bring  forward  aiiy  scheme  of  that 
fort  in  the  present  Session ;  but  he 
thought  that  they  might,  in  the  meantime, 
recognize  the  claim  which  University 
College,  Dublin,  had  established  upon 
them.  By  its  title,  by  its  purposes, 
that  College  was  bound  to  furnish  all 
the  teaching  required  of  it,  even  by  a 
small  number  of  pupils.  If  something 
was  not  dona  for  it,  it  must,  after  a 
limited  time,  fail  in  its  purpose,  and 
perhaps  fail  altogether.  He  asked  the 
Government  to  say  whether  they  could 
not  at  onco  adopt  eome  plan  which 
might  secure  for  that  College  something 
like  State  support.  He  held  that  the 
Government  were  bound  to  give  some 
support  to  enable  the  College  to  carry 
out  its  purpose,  and  he  saw  no  reason 
why  that  might  not  be  done  even  in  the 
present  Sesoion.  He  bad  some  hope 
that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  or  some  other 
Member  of  the  Government,  would  be 
able  to  tell  the  Committee  that  they  had 
made  up  their  minds  to  meet  Irish  Mem- 
bers in  their  very  reasonable  demand. 
Of  course,  the  settlement  of  the  larger 
question  ooaneoted  with  Irish  Univer* 
sity  Education  must  stand  over ;  but,  in 
the  meantime,  he  held  that  something 
ought  to  be  dune  for  an  institution  which 
was  so  effectually  educating  the  Irish 
Catholics. 

Colonel  OOLTHUBST  said,  in  sup- 
porting his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Longford  (Mr.  Justin  M'Carthy),  he 
should  confine  himself  to  the  distinct 
proposition  put  forward  by  him  at  the 
end  of  bis  speech.  In  the  first  place, 
he  said  they  had  a  special  claim  on  Her 
Majesty's  present  Government.  It  would 
be  remembered  that  in  the  year  1879  a 
proposal  was  put  forward  by  ThoO'Conor 
Dou,  which  had  the  approval  of  the  Ca- 
tholic population  in  Ireland;  but  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  in  its  wisdom, 
rejected  that  proposal,  and  put  forward, 
as  a  counter- proposal,  the  scheme  of  the 
present  Royal  University,  ile  (ColoTiel 
Culthurst  bad  never  depreciated  the 
Royal  Univeraity.  On  tbe  contrary,  he 
thought  it  mobt  valuable,  and  it  had 
shown  what  Catholics  and  Catholic  in- 
stitulioDH  could  do.  But  when  it  was 
put  forward,  thcso  in  that  House  op- 
posed to  Catholic  education,  and  amongst 
them  the  lion.  Member  for  Liskeard 
(Mr.  Courtney),  pointed  out  that  the 
establishment  of  the  Boyal  University, 
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wliioh  consisted  of  three  i-nclowed  and 
one  or  two  unendowed  ColleKe;',  would 
eound  the  knell  of  unendowed  OollegeB. 
And  what  had  been  the  result?  His 
faon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Longtotd 
had  stated  to  the  Committee  what  had 
been  the  struggles  of  the  Catholic  Uni- 
veraity  College  in  the  commencement. 
He  would  take  up  the  story  from  the 
year  1883.  At  the  end  of  1B83  the  late 
Cardinal  ll'Cabe  found  he  could  not 
carry  it  on,  and  it  was  banded  over  to 
the  body  now  in  charge  of  it.  In  the  ex- 
aminations of  1884  there  were  139  passes 
from  the  Queen's  College,  Belfast,  out 
ofwhich  109  took  honours;  from  Queen's 
College,  Oftlway,  there  were  20  passes, 
and  of  these  only  eight  were  with 
honours.  In  the  passes  from  the  Ca- 
tholic College,  the  proportion  of  honours 
to  pasees  was  very  large.  Let  it  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  College  which 
obtained  that  success  had  only  been  one 
year  in  existence,  or,  rather,  only  one 
year  under  its  present  management. 
And  what  assistance  did  the  State  give 
to  that  College  ?  About  £3,000  e-year, 
in  the  shape  of  Fellowships — that  was, 
it  was  given  Fellows  of  the  Boyal  Uni- 
versity, upon  whom  the  obligation  lay 
of  teaching  in  that  College.  In  the 
same  year  the  amount  paid  to  the  three 
Queen's  Colleges — he  would  not  go  into 
details,  bat  taking  the  total  and  deduct- 
ing the  fees  received  from  students — 
there  was  the  sum  of  £32,629  divided 
amongst  tbem.  To  that  must  be  added 
£5,000  a-year  income  upon  capital  ex- 
pended on  buildings  ;  and  that  was  not 
all,  for  they  had,  in  addition,  the  sum 
of  £  I,  SOO  for  prizes  to  be  competed  for 
amongst  themselves,  while  the  whole 
amonnt  for  prizes  at  the  College  in 
question,  whicb  were  competed  for  by 
students  &om  every  part  of  Ireland,  ti 
not,  he  believed,  more  than  £1,500 
year.  He  thought  his  hon.  Friend  had 
made  out  a  good  case  for  the  recogni- 
tion, in  some  way,  by  the  State  of  this 
College  in  Dublin  which  had  done  such 
good  work.  He  thought  that — putting 
it  upon  the  necessity  of  establishing  re- 
ligious equality — the  demand  that  he 
made  for  the  small  sum  of  £6,000  a-year 
was  unanswerable ;  but,  putting  aside 
religious  equality,  he  (Colonel  Colt- 
hurat)  would  ask  for  that  smell  sum 
simply  on  the  ground  of  educational 
work  done.  His  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  the  University  of  Edin- 
Cahnel  CoHhwft 


Stniee  Etttmaiei. 


313 


burgh  (Sir  Lyon  Playfair),  he  regretted 
to  see  was  not  present,  because  he  bad  1 

hoped  he  would  have  supported  Xrish 
Members  in  this  demand.     The  right  | 

hon.  Gentleman  bad  hitherto  opposed  , 

the  demands  of  Irish  Members,  because  j 

those  demands  had  been,  from  the  ne-  I 

cessity  of  the  case  during  the  last   10  I 

years,  limited  to  asking  that  the  prizes  ' 

should  be  taken  from  the  Queen's  Col- 
leges and  mads  open  to  alt  University 
students.  The  argument  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  in  which  he  thoug-ht 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  force,  was  that 
they  would    be  pulling  down  without  | 

building  up.  He  said,  both  in  public 
and  in  private — "Establish  a  College 
and  I  will  assist  in  the  work ;  but  I  will 
not  pull  down  institutions  which  are 
doing  good  work."  They  now  come  to 
Her  Majesty's  t^vemment  with  a  defi- 
nite proposal ;  they  pointed  to  an  inati* 
tution  that  was  doing  good  work,  and 
they  asked  for  it  a  small  sum.  He  ap- 
pealed on  this  subject,  with  special  con- 
fidence, to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach),  the  Leader  of 
the  Government  in  that  House;  because, 
when  ofiiciaily  connected  with  Ireland, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  carried 
out  a  scheme  of  intermediate  education 
—a  most  admirable  scheme,  and  a 
scheme  which  had  been  of  the  greatest 
benefit  to  the  coimtry.     Its  success  was  I 

owing  to  the  boldness  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  looking  difficulties  in  the 
face  and  eetablishing,   so  far  as  that  ' 

scheme  was  concerned,  the  most  abso- 
lute religious  equality ;  and  he  hoped 
it  would  be  perfected  that  Session  by 
the  application  of  endowments  now  mis- 
applied. With  his  hon.  Friend,  be  did 
not  say  that  the  granting  of  the  conces- 
sion asked  for  ^at  night  would  be  a 
settlement  of  the  whole  question.     Far  | 

from  it.  The  Catholics  of  Ireland  were 
determined  that  they  must  have  equality 
in  one  way  or  another.  They  would 
very  much  prefer  equality  in  the  sense 
of  building  up ;  but  equality  they  must 
have,  and  he  lelt  they  were  certain  to 
have  it,  if  not  by  building  up,  by  level- 
ling down— by  taking  away,  or  by  in- 
terfering with,  the  endowments  of  the 
Queen's  Colleges.  They  fully  admitted 
that  the  Queen's  College,  Belfast,  had 
done  good  work,  and  was  doing  admir- 
able work  ;  but  it  waB  almost  entirely  a 
Presbyterian  College.     They  admitted 
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that  the  Qaeea'fl  College  at  Cork  v&« 
doing  a  certaia  amount  of  work,  and 
that,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case, 
many  Catholics  in  Cork  were  obliged  to 
take  advantage  of  it,  because  there  was 
no  other  place  for  them  to  go  to.  With 
regard  to  Gal  way  College,  he  thought  the 
best  thing  would  be  to  transferita  endow- 
ments to  someCollegeianiBt  or,  becauso  it 
must  be  remembered  that  theCatholica  in 
Ubter  were  absolutely  without  any  en- 
dowment for  educational  purposes  what- 
ever. There  were  many  ways  of  settling 
this  question,  and,  as  his  ban.  Friend 
had  said,  it  would  only  perhaps  be  in- 
viting criticism  to  go  into  the  details. 
He  lubmitted  that  the  case  which  his 
hon.  Friend  had  broaght  forward,  and 
which  he  had  tried  to  support,  could 
not  in  iustice  be  refused,  and  he  hoped 
it  would  commend  itself  both  to  the 
favourable  coDSideration  of  the  Govorn- 
ment  and  the  country. 

Ua.  LEWIS  aaid,  he  thought  the 
Committee  bad  reason  to  congratulate 
tbemselvea  on  the  absence  from  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
(Colonel  Colthurst)  of  the  kind  of  re- 
marks which  had  aometimes  entered 
into  Uie  debates  on  this  subject.  He 
(Mr.  Lewie)  lelt  also  that  they  might 
congratulate  themselves  that  the  de- 
mands put  forward  in  so  moderate  a 
tone  were  of  a  more  modified  character 
than  they  were  accustomed  to.  There 
was  one  fact  which,  after  all,  stood  in 
the  way  of  the  argument  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite.  To  what  extent  would 
they  have  an  exclusively  Catholic  Col- 
lie education,  as  in  the  case  of  Uni- 
versity College,  Dublin— to  what  extent 
did  the  Boman  Catholics  of  Ireland 
make  use  of  that  College  ?  He  believed 
he  was  right  in  saying  that  for  the  year 
1884  only  100  students  from  the  whole 
of  Ireland  could  be  got  to  place  them- 
selves on  the  roll  of  that  College,  built 
and  carried  on  after  their  own  model, 
and  in  their  own  fashion.  It  was  said 
that  this  College  was  unendowed  ;  but 
if  he  understood  the  principle  on  which 
the  Legislature  had  acted,  it  was  that 
with  K^ard  to  Colleges  which  were  of  a 
sectarian  character  no  direct  endow* 
menCa  had  been  given.  They  were  aware 
that  complaints  had  been  made  with  re- 
gard to  the  Queen's  Colleges.  All  those 
complaints  had  been  made,  however,  in 
reference  to  Queen's  College  at  Galway ; 
but  that  was  an  exceptional  case,  and  if 
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they  took  the  oases  of  Belfast  and  C-ork, 
they  would  find  the  Colleges  there  had 
been  eminently  successful,  and  bad  been 
much  appreciated  by  the  people  of  Ire- 
land. It  was  true  that  the  Queen's  Col- 
lege, Belfast,  wae,  from  necessity,  largely 
Presbyterian ;  but  that  was  due  solely 
to  local  causes,  and  not  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  College.  If  they  took  the 
endowments  in  comparieon  to  the  num- 
ber of  students  under  ioBtruotioo,  they 
would  find  that  for  each  student  in  Bel- 
fast College,  the  State  paid  £19  a-year 
only;  whereas,  in  the  case  of  the  Ca- 
tholic University,  the  endowment  was 
£5,600  for  104  students,  which  was  at 
the  rate  of  £56  a-year  for  each  student ; 
in  other  words,  three  times  as  much  as 
the  endowmont  in  the  farmer  case.  It 
was  quite  true  that  during  the  last  two 
years  there  had  been  a  decline  in  the 
numberof  students ;  but  if  they  took  the 
period  antecedent  to  that,  they  would 
find  there  had  been  a  very  great  in- 
crease. A  great  point  bad  been  made 
by  the  other  side  of  the  House  as  to  the 
relative  honours  that  were  taken  by  the 
respective  Colleges.  It  was  quite  clear, 
from  the  figures,  that  the  record  of  the 
University  College  waa  a  distinguished 
one ;  but  that  did  not  justiiy  the  claim 
for  a  larger  endowment  being  allowed 
to  the  Catholic  Colleges.  All  that  it 
seemed  to  him  to  be  necessary  was  that 
they  should  take  care  that  the  endow- 
ments wero  distributed  with  an  even 
hand.  He  only  hoped  that  to-night  they 
would  find  that  his  right  hon.  Fneod  the 
Leader  of  the  House  [ISir  Michael  Hicks- 
Beach),  whose  services  in  connection 
with  education  in  Ireland  everyone 
would  recognize,  was  true  now  to  his 
old  principles  of  mixed  education,  and 
would  not  interfere  with  the  present 
arrangement  in  order  to  appease  hon. 
Members  opposite.  He  would  point  out 
that  the  Catholic  College,  with  all  Ire- 
land to  appeal  to,  and  with  all  their  ad- 
vantages, bad  only  104  students,  and  it 
did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  a  sufficient 
basis  to  make  this  additional  demand. 

Mr.  S£XT0\  :  Where  does  the  bon. 
Member  get  his  figures  from  ? 

Mr.  lewis  said,  they  were  in  the 
Beport  presented  to  that  House ;  if  the 
hon.  Gentleman  disputed  them — [Mr. 
Sexton  :  I  do] — perhaps  he  would  ex- 
plain his  reasons  for  doing  so  ? 

Mr.  SilXTOX  said,  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  warned  the  Governmont  against 
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the  appeasement  of  hot).  Members  sitting 
on  thuse  Beaches ;  but  he  contended  that 
they  were  presenting  a  national  claim, 
and  they  were  hopetul  that  that  claim 
would  he  considered,  not  in  any  spirit  of 
unnecessary  or  unreasonable  concession, 
but  solely  upon  its  merits.  He  con- 
fessed be  was  glad  that  they  came  to  the 
consideration  of  the  question  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Leader  of  the  Government  in  that  House 
(Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach),  because  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  paid  great 
personal  attention  to  the  question  of 
higher  education  in  Ireland,  and  be- 
cause he  (Mr.  Sexton)  knew  that  he  had 
been  personally  iuterested  in  the  passing 
of  two  Acts,  with  the  object  of  lessening 
the  disadvantages  under  which  Boman 
Catholics  suffered.  Under  the  Inter- 
mediate Education  Act,  the  Protestant 
schools  were  allowed  to  retain  tbeirlarge 
endowments ;  and  when  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man talked  with  regard  to  the  numbers 
of  students  and  their  cost,  he  (Mr.  Sex- 
ton) wondered  that  be  bad  not  gone  into 
the  question  of  intermediate  education, 
where,  In  eome  cases,  the  pupils  cost  the 
country  £75  B-year.  Bat  the  Interme- 
diate Education  Act  had  done  one  thing 
to  enable  them,  the  Irish  Boman  Catho- 
lics, to  prove  thsir  taste  and  ability  for 
higher  education.  Under  the  moat  dis- 
couraging system  Catholic  boys  had 
come  forward  in  their  hundreds  and  their 
thousands.  It  was  perfectly  clear  that 
the  Catholic  Body  contained  within  it 
students  in  such  numbers  as  would  sup- 
ply, under  favourable  conditions,  a  num- 
ber of  students  for  the  University  pro- 
portionate to  the  numbers  which  the 
Catholics  bore  to  the  whole  population. 
Two-thirds  of  the  honours  achieved  by 
the  students  had  been  obtained  by  Catho- 
lic boys.  They  had  reason  to  be  grateful 
to  the  Government  for  passing  tbe  Boy al 
University  Act,  which  enabled  them  to 

{ trove  that  the  Catholic  Schools  and  Col- 
Bgea  in  Ireland  which  devoted  them- 
selves to  University  education  were  most 
competent,  and  compared,  not  only  fa- 
vourably, but  marvellously  with  the 
Protestant  non-sectarian  Colleges.  The 
comparison  was  so  conclusive  upon 
the  most  cursory  examination,  that  it 
was  not  worth  arguing.  The  £5,000 
a-year  whii'h  was  applied  to  the  expense 
of  the  Queen's  University,  inetsad  of 
being  applied  to  the  Boyal  rniversity, 
was  removed  from  the  Estimates,  aud  as 
Mr.  StxUm 
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the  money  applied  to  the  Royal  Univer- 
sity was  Irish  money,  the  result  was  the 
saving  of  this  £5,000  a-year  to  the  Im- 
perial Treasury.  Similarly,  by  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  pension  system  for 
theNational  teachers  out  of  Irish  money, 
the  Imperial  Treasury  was  saved  from 
£7,000  to  £10,000  a-year.  He  never 
heard  in  his  life  a  more  misleading,  a 
more  fantastic  and  absurd  comparison 
than  the  hon.  Member  for  Deny  made 
just  now  between  the  Belfast  College 
and  the  University  College;  for  they 
found  that,  while  the  Dublin  University 
took  90  distinctions  last  year,  theMagee 
College  in  Derry  took  one.  That  ought 
to  be  sufficient;  and  when  tbey  found 
that  state  of  things  to  exist,  then,  ha 
thought  Magee  College  might  be  putout 
of  consideration  altogether.  The  num- 
ber of  students  in  Belfast  College  was 
not,  from  the  present  point  of  view,  any 
goal  test  of  its  utility.  The  test  of  utility 
was  the  passes  and  distinctions  gained 
by  the  students  in  the  examinations  of 
the  Royal  University,  which  was  the 
machinery  placed  in  Ireland  by  the  Go- 
vernment to  discover  the  competency  of 
a  College  and  the  extent  to  which  the 
students  profited  by  the  teaching.  He 
declined  to  accept  the  figures,  480,  as 
at  all  a  test,  or  an  efficient  test,  to  prove 
the  eEGciency  of  the  Belfast  College. 
With  regard  to  the  cost  of  these  Col- 
leges, he  would  read  a  few  extracts  from 
a  private  memorandum  prepared  on  the 
subject — 

"  The  Qaeen'a  Colleges  have  had,  iinca  IB5t, 
buildings  provided  and  msiDlained  by  tlie  State. 
Biiimot£:il,000  a-}'Gsr,  charged  on  UieCoDsolU 
dated  Fund,  and  a  yearly  Farliamcnlary  grant 
amouoting,  in  the  year  ending  Slaroh,  ISSi,  to 
£14,728,  eielusive  of  building  charges  Bmount- 
ing  to  £2,726,  and  pension  allowances  smouBt- 
ing  to  £3,623.  If  from  the  total  sum  of  £41,979, 
thus  paid  from  the  Treasury  on  behalf  of  the 
Queen's  CoUogea,  there  be  deducted  £9,36D,  the 
amount  of  students'  fees  paid  into  the  Eichfl- 
quec,  there  remains  a  sum  of  £32,629,  ex- 
pended in  the  year  1883-4  on  the  three  Queen's 
Colleges.  Adding  £5,000  a-year  to  represent 
the  interest  on  the  capital  *am  expended  in 
buildings  and  appliances,  you  End  that  th* 
yearly  cost  to  the  nation  of  the  Queen's  Colleges 
IS  nearly  £38.000,  or  mare  than  £12,fi00  each. 
UniTeraity  College,  ontbe  other  hand,  has  no 
direct  help  from  the  pnblio  funds  in  any  form  ; 
but  the  Senate  of  the  Royal  University  requires 
that  14  of  its  Fellows  should,  in  addition  to 
their  primary  duty  of  acting  as  Univtraity 
Eiamioers,  give  their  services  in  teaching  at 
University  College.  This  may  be  looked  upon  u 
an  indirect  eDdawnieat,equJvulent,  at  the  utmost, 
to  £3,000  a-year,  but  jjiven  in  an  inconvcnicot 
form.     Ueyond  this  atd  University  College  hu 
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It  was  only  fair,  lie  contended,  to  charge 
UniTereity  College  with  the  proportion 
of  the  time  of  these  Fellows  whiuh  they 
occu|iied  in  teaching  at  the  University 
College,  and  not  that  that  thej  occupied 
10  examinatioD  at  the  Boyal  University. 
Therefore,  those  who  were  hest  able  to 
ju(lgeputthebenefitdownat£200a-year 
«4:h.  instead  of  £400.  The  hon.  Gi 
tleman  the  Uember  for  Derry  had  si 
that  there  were  only  104  students  at  the 
UniTeraity  College.  There  were  only 
104  matriculated  students,  it  was  true; 
hut  there  were  116  studentft  who  had 
]uit  yet  matriculated,  making  a  total  of 
130  students  altogether,  and  on  that 
buii,  instead  of  ttie  figures  given  by 
the  hon.  Member,  the  cost  of  students 
It  the  respective  Colleges  was  £27  at 
the  Belfast  College,  and  £28  at  the 
Uaivenity  College.  How  did  they  pro- 
ride  for  the  endowment  of  Frntestant 
rnirarsity  education  in  Ireland?  The 
Rojal  University,  which  was  a  purely 
Protestant  University,  had  an  income  of 
£60,0uO  «-year,  not  voted  by  the  House, 
but  provided  from  public  sources.  Now, 
thej  claimed  a  voice  in  the  disposal  of 
tliOH  resources ;  and  they  held  that  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland  were  entitled  to 
Ibflr  fail  proportion  not  only  of  the 
Dwney  provided  by  Parliament  for  odu- 
caliooal  purposes,  but  of  the  money  left 
frtm  time  to  time  from  public  sources 
for  every  branoh  of  education — Primary, 
Inttrmediate,  and  University.  He  con- 
t«iidad  also  that  they  were  entitled  to 
thor  fsir  share  of  sucb  funds  in  propor- 
tion to  the  population,  as  against  any 
other  sect  in  Irelaad.  Trinity  College, 
for  tlie  benefit  mainly  of  Protestant 
itodents,  was  receiving  £ll  0,000  a^year; 
add  to  that  sum  the  £38,000  received 
bTihe  Queen's  Colleges,  andthe£20.000 
pven  to  the  Boyal  University,  and  they 
tiad  B  total  sum  of  £168,000  a-year  de- 
moted b7  the  State,  or  by  the  sanction 
of  the  State,  to  University  education, 
nd  of  that  sum  the  Catholics  received 
i3,000a-year.  Tetoutof  the  5,000,000 
of  people  in  Ireland  4,0011,000  were 
Cstholics.  That  was  to  sny,  that  the 
OatLolioa  received  about  3d.  in  the  pound 
of  the  total  grant  made  to  Ireland,  not- 
*ithataadiag  that,  as  he  had  already 
poiatod  oat,  they  had  taken  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  prizes.    If  be  were  pressed 
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for  an  opinion  to-night,  he  would  eey 
that  the  whole  of  this  amount  would 
have  to  be  put  into  a  common  fund,  and 
that  about  three-fourths  of  it  would 
have  to  bo  applied  to  Catholic  educa- 
tion. [XnayAier.]  The  hon.  Member  for 
Derry  might  smile ;  but  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers always  had  to  bring  forward  tremen- 
duous  moral  grievances  in  order  to  get 
justice.  What  did  the  intarmediate  exa- 
minations prove?  Would  the  Commit- 
tee listen  for  a  moment  to  the  result  of 
the  examination  for  distinctions  last 
October?  Well,  in  that  examination 
80  passed  from  the  Catholic  College, 
and  that  from  an  institution  carried  on 
tbi-oughan  ordeal  of  exceptional  severity. 
It  had  maintained  itself  for  13  years  on 
public  subscriptions,  and  at  considerable 
loss  to  the  Jesuit  Fathers.  What  would 
become  of  the  boast  that  the  Boyal  Uui- 
veraity  met  the  case  of  the  Catholics  if 
the  Jesuit  Fathers  threw  up  the  work 
to-morrow,  and  said  they  could  no  longer 
go  on  doing  it  at  a  loss?  There  would 
only  be  a  handful  of  students  go  up  in 
the  future.  Well,  the  University  College 
passed  80  students;  but  what  was  the 
case  with  the  Queen's  Collegea  of  Cork 
and  Qalway?  Cork  had  only  passed 
26,  and  Q-alway  30.  So  that  between 
them  these  two  Colleges  had  only  passed 
38  students,  as  against  80  by  the  Uni- 
versity College.  Cork  and  Galway  cost 
£25,000  a-year  between  them;  and  if 
they  divided  58  students  into  £25,000, 
they  had  the  fact  that  the  Queen's  Col- 
leges of  Cork  and  Qalway  were  passing 
students  at  a  cost  of  £300  each  student. 
At  the  examination  in  October,  18B4, 
the  total  number  of  students  who  passed 
from  University  College  was  80;  Queen's 
College,  Cork,  28;  Queen's  College, 
Galway,  30,  In  classics  the  Queen's 
Colleges  at  Cork  and  Galway  took  not  a 
single  honour.  It  was  a  remarkable 
thing  that  the  record  of  those  institu- 
tions, whose  endowments  were  so  costly 
to  the  State,  should  be,  in  respect  of 
classical  honours,  a  perfect  blank.  The 
case  of  University  College  was  very  dif- 
ferent, for  of  the  80  students  who  passed 
2 1  obtained  distinction  in  classics.  Then, 
with  regard  to  modern  languages,  the 
analysis  of  the  results  list  stood  thus 
—  Cork  Queen's  College.  6  ;  Galway 
Queen's  College,  6  ;  and  University  Col- 
^E^iii  it'  scientific  subjects, 
although  Cork  Queen's  College  and  Qal- 
way Queen's  College  had  provided  for 
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tbem  by  Ooremmont  splendid  build- 
ings, libraries,  museams,  and  labora- 
tories, fitted  up  with  all  appliances 
without  regard  to  cost,  and  although 
University  College  had  no  similar  pro- 
vieion,  actually  the  number  of  distinc- 
tions iu  scientific  subjects  had  been  for 
the  Catholic  UniTsrsity  College  19,  as 
l^inst  6  for  Queen's  College,  Qalway, 
and  12  for  Queen's  College,  Cork,  or 
more  than  the  total  distinctions  gained 
by  the  two  latter  Colleges  together. 
This  was  a  most  remarkable  fact.  They 
made  do  attack  on  Queen's  College, 
Belfast.  It  was  in  the  midst  of  a  Fres- 
byterian  population ;  it  had  an  admir- 
able body  of  FrafesBors  ;  it  was  practi- 
cally a  Presbyterian  College ;  it  was 
well  attended,  and  bad  achieved  most 
creditable  results.  They  did  not  say 
one  word  i^ainst  an  institution  which 
was  a  very  useful  one.  At  this  point, 
he  would  ask  the  attention  of  the  right 
bon.  and  learned  Gentleman  opposite  to 
a  statement  made  by  an  eminent  scholar. 
Professor  Peabodv,  of  the  Magee  Col- 
lege. Professor  Peabody,  in  drawing 
attention  to  the  fact  that  at  Queen's 
College.  Cork,  30  scholarships  were 
available  for  distribution  amongst  36 
Btudents,  said  that  they  must  look  at 
this  matter  without  prejudice,  and 
asked  if  the  authoritiea  of  the  Col- 
leges in  tbe  South  and  West  could 
be  blamed  for  regarding  suoh  scholar- 
ships, not  as  rewards  for  learning,  but 
simply  as  bribes  to  Catholic  students  to 
disregard  the  teachings  of  their  Church 
and  enrol  themselves  under  the  banner 
of  Protestantism  ?  He  went  on  to  say 
tliat  the  most  enlightened  Protestants 
bad  ceased  to  approve  the  policy  of  en- 
forcing religious  teaching  by  the  offer 
of  temporal  prizes  to  supposed  con- 
Terts,  and  that  the  wisdom  of  paying 
young  men  for  attending  the  Queen's 
College  lectures  would  be  questioned. 
That  was  the  testimoDy  of  an  eminent 
scholar ;  it  could  not  be  put  aside ;  and 
he  spoke  simply  as  an  educationalist  when 
he  called  attention  to  what  was,  in  its 
moral  aspect,  a  scandal,  and  in  its  edu- 
cational aspect  an  intolerable  grievance. 
Now,  with  regard  to  the  general  sum- 
mary of  results.  Queen's  College,  Belfast, 
obtained  105  distinctions  and  prizes  at 
tbe  examination  of  last  October,  and 
tTDiversity  College  obtained  90,  with,  of 
course,  a  much  smaller  number  of  stu- 
dents. But  where  were  the  Queen's 
Mr.  Stxlon 
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Colleges  ol  Q-alway  and  Cork  ?  Qaeen's 
College,  Cork,  obtained  a  total  of  20  dis- 
tinctions, and  Queen's  College,  Qalway, 
obtained  8.  With  all  their  special  ad- 
vantages, with  tbe  pajmient  of  their 
expenses  by  the  State,  they  had  ob- 
tained between  them  28  honours  and 
prizes,  as  against  UO   obtained  by  the 

firactically  unendowed  Univeraty  C3ol- 
ege,  Dublin.  That  unrecognized  and 
unendowed  College  bad  gained  at  the 
last  examination  three  times  more 
honours  than  the  two  other  Colleg^es 
tngetber ;  and  taking  the  Cork  Queen's 
College  and  the  Galway  Queen's  Col- 
lege separately,  it  had  guned  three 
times  as  many  honours  as  the  former, 
and  more  than  10  times  as  many  as 
the  latter.  Now,  the  claim  which  Irish 
Members  made  was  that  tbe  College 
which  bad  so  signally  distinguished  itself 
should  be  allowed  a  chance  of  living. 
If  the  State  did  not  go  to  its  assistance, 
that  College  would  go  down.  University 
College,  Dublin,  had  national  obliga- 
tions, and  it  met  them  in  a  national  and 
courageous  spirit.  The  Government 
might  say  that  the  time  was  not  come 
when  that  assistance  should  be  givcB, 
and  that  the  question  must  be  con- 
sidered as  a  whole.  It  was,  no  doubt, 
true  that  the  whole  question  was  in 
suspense ;  but  why  did  the  Government 
go  on,  year  after  year,  making  large 
and  lavish  grants  to  the  Queen's  Col- 
leges in  Qalway  and  Cork,  while  they 
denied  to  University  College,  Dublin,  a 
chance  of  existence?  They  could  not 
say  that  they  were  debarred  from  help- 
ing it ;  because,  while  tbe  State  endow- 
ment to  the  Queen'a  Colleges  amounted 
to  £38,000,  or  more  than  £12,500  each, 
there  was  an  indirect  endowment  of 
University  College  of  about  £3,000 
a-year.  Trinity  College  was,  practically, 
a  denominational  Collie,  and  it  re- 
ceived £110,000.  Inviewof  these  facts, 
Irish  Members  considered  their  present 
demand  an  extremely  moderate  one. 
They  asked  no  more  than  half  the 
amounts  enjoyed  by  either  of  the  two 
Colleges  of  Cork  and  Qalway,  both  of 
which  together  Universiiy  College  had 
eclipsed  at  tbe  last  examinatioos.  For 
bis  own  part,  he  would  be  disposed  to 
say  that  tbe  fnnds  of  the  Queen's  Col- 
leges should  be  thrown  into  a  common 
fund.  It  was  necessary  not  only  to  aid 
institutions  with  a  teaching  ntaff  and 
appliances,  but  also  to  aid  the  iadi- 
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▼idoftl   itudent   in    his   struggles   to- 
wards   edocstional    distinotion    and    b 
podtion  in    the    world.     The    student 
ftt  the  Bajal  UniTeraity  had  but  a  few 
prizes  open  to  him ;  they  were  small  in 
amount,  and  were    hedged  about    bj 
many     rastrictions.      For    instance,    a 
Scholarship  could  only   be  obtained  by 
one  in  nine.     But  how  different  was  the 
case  of  the  Queen's  Colleges !    The  stu- 
dent there  passed  a  nominal  matricula- 
tion;  DO  r«al  knowledge  of   Greek  or 
Latio  was  required  of  him;  he  might 
ep  ap  for  examination   at   the    Royal 
UniTeraity;  he   might  fail  to  obtain  a 
prixe,   an  honour,   or  a  pass;    but   he 
conld  go  baek  to  Cork  or  Oalway,  and 
then,    by  passing  a  nominal  esamina- 
tioo,  obtain  one  of  those  Scholarships 
which  were  strewn  about  the  floors  of 
the  Colleges,  to  be  bad  almost  without 
asking.     That  meant  that  wherever  a 
Catholic  student  could  be  found  in  Ire- 
land who  would  ignore   the   repeated 
iaattuctions  of  bis  own  Prelates,  that  it 
was  not  suitable  or  safe  for  a  Catholic 
to  go  within  the  sphere  of  secular  edu- 
cation, there  was  a  prize  awaiting  him. 
All  he  had  to  do  was  to  turn  his  back 
npcm  their  instrDctions,  and  enter  the 
halls  of  the  Unirersity,  and  then,  no 
natter  how  stupid  be  might  be,  or  how 
contamptible    might  be    his    academic 
Bojoirements,  he  was  sure  of  a  Scholar- 
ship and  the  means  of  supporting  him- 
self on  his  road  to  education.    But  the 
Catholic  student  who  obeyed  the   di- 
rections   of    the    autboritiss    of    his 
Church,  and  got  his  education  where  it 
could  be  had  consistently  with  conscience 
— h*  wae  left  to  starve.     That  was  the 
condition  of  affairs  at  the  present  time, 
snd  Irish  Catholics  could  not  accept  it 
u  being  just.     Although  the  moment 
had  not  come  for  an  elaborate  examina- 
ttoa  of  the  Irish  Uoiversity  Question,  or 
for  the  full  apportionment  of  the  funds 
STsilable  for  University  purposes,  and 
for  the  duo  consideration  of  the  claims 
of  the  Irish    people,  he  (Mr.    Sexton) 
■aid  that  this  moment  was  proper  for 
Hia  consideration  of  the  special  claim 
they  made  that  night.     If  the  Gx>vem- 
msat  neglected  the  reasonable  claim  of 
University    College,     Dublin,    if    that 
Collwe  went    down,    they  might,    be- 
fore long,    have  to   regret  the   result 
which  might  be  brought  about  by  their 
rafasal   to    extend    to    it    a    helping 
hand. 
YOL.  CCC.     [xninp  sbbies.] 
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Mb.  8TtfAN  said,  ho  should  not 
again  describe  the  various  attempts 
which  had  been  made  by  different  Qo- 
verments,  Conservative  as  well  as  Libe- 
ral, tosettle  thisquestion.  The  statement 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Longford  (Mr. 
Justin  M'Cartby)  having  been  followed 
and  amplified  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton),  he  should  confine 
himself  to  the  narrow  issue  that  had 
been  raised.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
this  debate  had  arisen  in  Committee 
under  extraordinary  circumstances.  The 
whole  of  the  Liberal  Party  was  absent, 
and  the  whole  of  the  Conservative 
Party,  with  th^  exception  of  one  or  two 
leading  Members  of  the  Oovemment, 
were  absent  also.  It  was  under  those 
circumstances  that,  as  ha  understood, 
his  hon.  Friend  proposed  to  draw  from 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  his 
view  as  to  the  future  of  University  edu- 
cation in  Ireland,  and  his  view  as  to  the 
great  inequality  with  which  the  Catho- 
lic University  College  in  Dublin  was  at 
the  present  moment  treated.  If  he  (Mr. 
Synan)  were  to  enter  on  the  various 
aspects  of  the  question  of  Irish  Uni- 
versity education,  and  if  he  were  to  re- 
peat to  the  Committee  the  various  at- 
tempts that  had  been  made  to  settle  it, 
he  supposed  he  should  delay  them  a 
much  longer  time  than  they  or  he 
would  wish;  and  as  that  delay  would  be 
objectless  be  did  not  mean  to  weary 
the  Committee  by  going  over  the  sub- 
ject again.  The  right  hon.  Qentleman 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would 
know  that  the  difficulty  they  hod  over  the 
Irish  University  Question  was  as  to  whe- 
ther  it  should  bo  settled  on  denomina- 
tional groundsor  upon  mixed  educational 
and  secular  grounds.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Sligo  had  called  the  Dublin  Univer- 
sity a  denominational  University.  It  was 
so ;  but  if  his  hon.  Friend  had  been  in 
the  House  of  Commons  in  the  year  1672, 
he  would  have  known  that  an  Act  of 
Parliament  was  carried  for  the  purpose 
of  making  it  a  secular  University,  and 
thereby  gratify  the  Secular  Party  in 
England.  Trinity  College  was  a  distinct 
CoUege ;  its  students  vent  to  the  ohapel 
of  the  College;  it  was,  for  all  purposes, 
a  denominational  College ;  and  yet,  by 
means  of  the  Act  of  1 872,  it  had  escaped 
from  the  fangs  of  the  Secular  Party  in 
England.  Then  there  was  the  case  of 
the  Queen's  College,  Belfast.  The  hon. 
Member  for    Deny  (Mr.  Lewis^   had 
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treated  Irish  Members  as  if  they  were 
attaokiag^  Belfast  College ;  bat  tbev  made 
DO  attack  upon  it  vbatever.  But  Belfast 
College  was  not  a  secular  College;  it 
was  praotioall;  doDomiuational ;  it  was 
a  distinct  school ;  it  educated  people  for 
the  Fresbyterian  Church.  It  was  ia 
every  sense  deuomiuatioDBl,  and  was 
entitled  oo  that  ground  alone  to  retain 
the  funds  which  it  got  from  the  8tate. 
The  bon.  Member  for  Derry  said  that 
Belfast  College  only  received  £9,000 
a-year  from  the  State ;  but  with  the 
£21,000  charged  on  the  Consolidated 
Fund  the  yearly  Parliamentary  grant 
of  £14,000,  building  charges  £2,700, 
and  pensions  and  allowances  £3,525, 
the  aniiual  payment  on  account  of  the 
Queen's  Colleges  was  about  £41,900; 
and  if  from  that  was  deducted  the 
£9,350  paid  into  the  Exchequer  for  stu- 
dents' fees,  there  remained  £32,600,  or 
thereabouts.  Well,  Belfast  College 
received  one-third  of  that;  and  if 
in  the  calculation  of  the  hon.  Member 
that  amounted  to  £9,000,  all  he  (Mr. 
Syuan)  could  say  was  that  they  had 
learnt  arithmetio  in  different  schools. 
The  issue  before  the  Committee  seemed 
to  ha  as  to  whether  or  not  University 
College,  Dublin,  was  to  get  a  grant  of 
£6,000  a-year.  The  bon.  Member  for 
Derry  said  that  University  College  re- 
ceived £S,600.  But  here,  again,  he  (Mr. 
8ynan)  differed  from  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man.  One  would  say,  at  all  events,  that 
the  expenses  of  the  12  Frofesaors  ought 
to  be  divided  betweeu  the  Boyal  Uni- 
versity and  University  College ;  and  if 
it  were  so  divided  the  Utter  received  the 
enormous  sum  of  £2,800,  and  that  the 
hon.  Oentleman  made  out  to  be  £3,600 
a-year.  And  then  the  hon.  Gentleman 
said  that  University  College,  Dublin, 
had  only  104  students;  but  he  (Mr. 
Synan)  preferred  on  that  point  to  take 
the  uncontradicted  statement  of  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr. 
Sexton).  If  this  £6,000  was  given  to 
University  College,  it  would  only  make 
up  the  amount  received  from  the  State 
to  £8,800,  whileGalwayCoIlege  was  get- 
ting £12,000  a-year.  And  yet  Galway 
College  bad  only  103  students.  Now,  it 
appeared  to  bim  that,  with  all  these  facts 
and  figures  before  them,  Her  Majesty's 
Government  ought  to  be  able  to  make  up 
their  minds  at  once  what  to  do  in  this 
matter.  But  there  was  another  and  a 
larger  matter  in  connection  with  this 
Mr.  Synan 
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subject  which  they  had  brought  before 
the  House  in  1883,  and  that  was  the 
amount  given  to  the  Queen's  College* 
for  prizes.  These  three  Colleges  received 
every  year  for  prizes  £4,800,  while  the 
three  unendowed  Colleges  got  nothiog. 
Let  a  few  thousands  be  taken  out  of  the 
£20,000  given  to  the  Boyal  University 
and  given  to  those  Colleges  which  got 
nothing,  which  bad  only  a  few  prizes, 
and  were  obliged  to  share  them  with  the 
students  of  the  Queen's  Colleges.  The 
prizes  were  open  to  the  students  of  the 
Queen's  Colleges,  as  well  as  to  the  stu- 
dents  of  the  unendowed  denominational 
Gollegas.  Would  the  right  hon.  Oentle- 
man the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
say  that  that  was  a  fair  system?  He 
(Mr.  Bynan)  admitted  that  a  student  of 
one  of  the  Queen's  Colleges  could  not 
enjoy  both  prizes  ;  but  he  could  go  down 
to  the  Eoy^  University  and  contend  for 
a  prize,  and  perhaps  get  it ;  or,  if  he 
failed  to  get  it,  he  could  go  to  hie  own 
Oiillege  and  get  a  cheap  prize  there. 
What  was  the  language  of  the  learned 
Professor,  quoted  by  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Sligo,  upon  ibat  system? 
Why,  he  said  that  if  a  student  of  one  of 
the  Queen's  Colleges  won  a  prize  at  the 
Boyd  University  it  was  given  to  him ; 
but  if  be  did  not,  he  had  ouly  to  return  to 
his  own  College,  and  he  would  there  find 
a  prize  preserved  for  him,  a  consolation 
prize,  more  valuable  than  that  which 
he  had  been  unable  to  obtain  at  the 
Boyal  University.  And  what  wsa  the 
result  of  this?  According  to  the  Be- 
port  of  the  Boyal  Commission,  the  an- 
endowed  Colleges  had  beaten  the  Queen's 
Colleges.  He  asked  why  should  thia 
system  he  allowed  to  continue  ?  If  the 
Queen's  Colleges  were  deprived  of  the 
amount  given  for  prizes,  and  if  it  were 
attach^  to  the  Boyal  University,  would 
it  not  be  a  fair,  wise,  and  equal  systMQ, 
and  should  not  the  Queen's  Colleges  be 
content  with  being  upon  equal  terma 
with  the  others?  He  admitted  that 
Belfast  College  was  denominational, 
that  it  fairly  represented  the  Presby- 
terian population  of  Ulster,  who  were 
40  per  cent  of  the  entire  population,  the 
Catholics  being  in  the  proportion  of  50 
per  cent  or  60  per  cent.  But  the  Catholio 
people  of  Ulster,  on  account  of  their 
principles,  would  not  send  their  children 
as  students  to  Belfast  College,  and  ac- 
cordingly there  was  only  4  per  cent  of 
Gathojias  among  the  etudenta.    What 
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vera  the  number  of  FreabyteiiEm  etu- 
deals  in  Qalway?  45;  and  where  did 
they  oomfl  from  ?  FromUlBter.  Having 
biled  to  win  prizes  in  Belfast,  they  went 
to  Oalvay,  where  they  won  cheap  prizes. 
No  one  would  attempt  to  say  that  these 
Preabyietian  stadente  were  in  fair  pro- 
portion of  the  total  number.  The  Fres- 
bylerian  population  of  Connaught  was 
not  1  per  cent,  while  the  Catholic  popu- 
lation waa  95  per  cent,  and  yet  the 
PiMbyterian  students  in  Galway  Col- 
1^  were  S5  per  cent,  and  the  Catholic 
itndents  only  44  per  cent.  The  Catho- 
lifl  population  of  Mnnater  was  90  per 
teat  of  the  whole,  and  yet  there  were 
unlyfrom  IBO  to  2tl0  Catholic  studente 
ia  Uork  College.  But  that  was  a  broad 
<]Q««tioQ  which  he  would  like  the  Go- 
TarameDt  to  enter  upon  hereafter.  He 
rished  to  pin  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
mu  now  to  thia  sum  of  £6,000  a-jear 
to  the  Catholic  University,  to  which,  in 
lUcoDHienae,  she  was  entitled.  He  ad- 
mitted there  were  other  unendowed  Col- 
leges ucder  the  Boyal  University ;  but 
tuy  asked  for  nothing.  He  supposed 
they  eoDsidered  a  waiting  game  the  best, 
and  remained  silent.  But  the  Catholic 
UniTersity  wanted  this  £6,000  to  make 
tbe  Colleges  more  efficient,  and  he  hoped 
theOovemment  would  give  it.  It  would 
eoly,  at  all  events,  bring  them  within  a 
Tsry  remote  diatanoe  of  the  endowments 
of  other  Colleges.  If  the  Government 
dmded  to  give  this  money,  it  might 
haTe  the  effect  of  reconciling  Catholic 
ojBiiion  within  a  certain  limit.  It  might 
bvre  the  effect,  perhaps,  of  earning  some 
thinks  for  Her  Majesty's  Government 
fordoing  an  act  of  justice,  although  it 
*onld  not,  he  admitted,  have  the  effect 
ot  fettling  this  University  Question, 
which,  sooner  or  later,  would  have  to  be 
Mtlad  on  a  broad  and  efficient  basis.  It 
vat  impoaaible  that  they  could  leave  the 
nitter  where  it  was.  He  knew  that 
under  the  advice — the  threat  almost — of 
tks  hon.  Member  for  Derry  they  were 
cnng  to  attempt  to  reconcile  the  Catho- 
Dt»  in  Ireland  to  their  administration 
by  tellisg  them  they  would  not  get  any- 
thing more  than  they  enjoyed  at  present. 
He  could  oaeuie  them  they  had  a  very 
had  adviser  in  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Derry  if  they  followed  hi 
M  far.  K  he  (Mr.  Synan)  appealed  to 
them  on  principle,  their  principles  were, 
he  knew,  denominational,  if  they  could 
only  carry  theqi   out.    [fhe  Education 


Question  in  Ireland  must  be  settled,  and 
settled  according  to  the  opinion  of  the 
Irish  people ;  therefore,  be  rested  satis- 
fied with  these  observations,  and  the  de- 
bate which  had  preceded  his  short  ob- 
servations. He  awaited  with  impatience 
the  answer  of  the  Government  in  the 
person  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  which  he 
trusted  would  be  a  favourable  answer. 

The  CHANCELLOR  ofthe  EXCHE- 
QUER (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach)  :  I 
should  have  much  preferred  to  have  left 
this  subject  in  the  hands  of  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  (Sir  William  Hart 
Dyke),  who,  I  am  Dure,  ia  very  well 
qualified  to  deal  with  it;  but  I  must  own 
that  I  have  always  felt,  and  still  feel,  a 
very  deep  interest  in  the  matter.  Hon. 
Gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the  House 
have  referred  to  my  action  with  regard 
to  Irish  education  in  so  kind  a  spirit 
that  I  think  I  ought  to  make  soma 
observations  on  the  subject.  I  would 
wish  to  say,  ia  the  first  place,  that 
this  is  not  a  question  which  ought  to 
be  approached  with  the  idea  of  con- 
cession  or  conciliation.  I  should  wish 
to  approach  it — and  I  think  we  all 
would  wish  to  approach  it — with  the  sole 
desire  of  endeavouring  to  spread  as  far 
as  possible  what  I  believe  to  be  the 
great  blessings  of  University  education 
in  Ireland  among  all  persons,  whatever 
their  creed,  aud,  so  far  as  possible,  what- 
ever theirclass,  if  duly  qualified  to  receive 
it.  That  is  the  spirit  in  which  I  have  al- 
ways endeavoured  to  regard  this  ques- 
tion. That  is  the  spirit  in  which  the 
Intermediate  Education  Act  of  1878  was 
framed — an  Act  which  I  think  is  ad- 
mitted by  all,  whether  the  friends  of 
mixed  education  or  of  denominational 
education,  to  have  had  a  singular  suc- 
cess, and  to  have  conferred  the  greatest 
benefits  upon  the  Irish  people.  That 
also  was  the  spirit  in  which  the  Uni- 
versity Education  Act  of  1879  was 
framed.  What  was  the  principal  dilii- 
oulty  which  we  had  then  to  meet  ?  We 
were  face  to  face  with  this  fact—that, 
although  it  was  possible  for  those  per- 
sons in  Ireland  whose  religious  scruples 
forbade  them  taking  advantogo  of  the 
Queen's  Colleges,  or  the  education 
offered  them  in  Trinity  College,  Dublin, 
to  obtain  University  degrees  by  gra- 
duating in  the  London  University,  yet 
it  was  not  possible  for  them  to  obtain 
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■aoh  degTMfl  in  tbeir  own  country. 
Tberdfore,  in  1879,  the  Qovemment  of 
the  day,  of  which  I  wu  a  Uember, 
introduced  and  carried  a  fiill  by  which 
wo  merged  the  Quenn's  Uoivorsity, 
which  up  to  that  time  had  consisted,  as 
the  Committee  are  nware,  of  the  Col* 
leiEea  of  Cork,  Belfast,  and  Oalway,  in 
a  Boyal  University,  which  waa  enabled 
by  the  Act  of  1679  to  confer  degreea 
upon  all  oomera  qualified  to  receive 
them,  and  was  also  endowed  with  a  con- 
aiderable  aum  to  be  deroted  to  the  pur- 
poseof  eatabliehiDgEsbibitiona,  Scholar- 
ahips,  Fflllawehips,  and  other  prizes  for 
proficiency  in  aubjecte  of  aeoular  educa- 
tion, and  not  in  respect  of  any  subject 
of  religious  instruction.  In  passing  that 
Act  I  think  there  was  one  matter  which 
very  much  weighed  with  us ;  that  was 
this — that  the  sum  devoted  in  Ireland  to 
the  purposes  of  University  education 
woa  by  no  meana  a  large  one.  The  sum 
oontributed  either  by  the  State  or  from 
the  Church  Surplus  Fund,  under  the 
Act  of  1879,  to  Universi^  education 
certainly  cannot  be  called  large.  The 
endowmenta  provided  for  the  purpose, 
even  if  you  take  into  consideration  the 
endovmenta  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin, 
are  certainly  by  no  means  too  large  for 
this  great  and  extenaire  work.  We  were 
anxious  in  what  we  did  not  to  destroy, 
but  to  maintain  and  utilize  everything 
wefound  that  aided  in  giving  University 
education,  and  to  extend  the  system  in 
order  to  remove  the  particular  grievance 
to  which  I  have  alluded.  Well,  now,  we 
found  the  Queen's  Colleges  in  existence 
aa  parts  of  the  Queen's  University. 
While  I  was  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  it  fell  to  my  lot  to  appoint 
a  Hoyal  Oommisaion  to  inquire  into  the 
condition  of  those  Oollegea,  mainly,  I 
think,  with  reference  to  the  eystem  of 
inatraotion  pursued  in  them  and  the 
emoluments  of  the  Professors.  On  that 
Commission  I  appointed  Mr.  Osborne 
Qordon,  whose  name  will,  I  think,  long 
be  remembered  in  Oxford  University, 
and  also  in  connection  with  the  Civil 
Service  examinations,  as  that  of  a  man 
of  remarkable  attainments  and  know- 
ledge of  University  education  gene- 
rally. He  was  aided  in  this  work  by 
two  other  gentlemen — Professor  AUman 
andMr.  Herbert  Hurray — who  were  well 
qualified  to  act  with  him.    Their  Be- 

Sirt  spoke  bighly  of  the  work  done  in  the 
aeen'a  OoUeges.  Now,  that  was  an  au- 
JTit  ChannUor  of  tie  Exehtjutr 
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thority  which  was  to  my  mind  of  a  very 
important  character.  We  believed  the 
Queen's  Colleges  were  doing  a  really 
good  work  in  Ireland,  and  we  endea- 
voured to  sustain  and  to  increase  that 
work  bypassing  theUniversity  Act,  1B79; 
but  now  we  have  to  look  upon  the  sub- 
ject by  the  light  of  five  yeara'  experienco 
of  that  Act.  In  one  point  I  am  afraid 
it  haa  done  eome  harm  to  the  Queen's 
Colleges.  I  understand  that  the  fact 
that  students  can  obtain  degrees  without 
being  members  of  those  Colleges  has 
deprived  the  Profesaors  of  those  Col- 
leges of  a  very  considerable  amount  of 
the  attendance  at  their  lectures  which 
they  formerly  enjoyed,  and  that,  there- 
fore, their  emoluments  have  been  dimi- 
nished. No  doubt,  that  cannot  tend  to 
the  efiicieDcy  of  the  Queen's  Colleges 
themselves,  besides  being  a  very  great 
hardship  to  the  existing  Professors,  who 
have  done  their  work  well.  But  anothw 
point  appears  to  have  come  to  light,  and 
I  confess  it  seems  to  me  to  be  one  of 
great  importance.  In  considering  the 
Act  of  1 879,  I  waa  very  muoh  influenced 
by  the  relationship  which  the  University 
examinations  in  the  old  Queen's  Univer- 
sity system  bore  to  the  Queen's  Colleges. 
Those  examinations  were  conducted  by 
the  Professors  of  the  Queen's  Colleges 
themselves,  and  I  oonfess  I  was  a  little 
Buepicious  of  their  standard.  It  did 
occur  to  me  that  it  might  be  poseible 
that  in  a  University  so  very  close,  so  to 
■peak,  as  the  Queen's  University  waa, 
the  standard  of  a  University  degree 
might  have  been  lowered,  and  that,  in 
fact,  the  University  would  be  a  better 
instrument  of  education  in  Ireland  if  it 
were  extended  to  other  students,  and 
included  other  examiners  than  those 
oonneoted  with  the  Queen's  Colleges. 
Now,  if  I  am  correctly  informed— and  I 
have  listened  attentively  to  what  haa 
been  said  this  evening — my  suspidona 
were  not  altogether  ill-founded.  It  ia 
remarkable  that  a  College  not  directly 
endowed  with  any  publio  money,  indi- 
rectly only  receiving  so  small  an  amount 
as  the  Catholic  University  of  Dublin  re- 
ceives, having  to  provide  all  ita  build- 
ings and  apparatus,  still  should,  in  a 
fair  competition  in  University  education 
with  the  students  of  the  Queen's  Col- 
leges, show  such  aurprieing  results  as 
have  been  stated  to-night.  The  state- 
ment which  has  been  made  appeared  to 
me  almost  to  require  some  explanation ; 
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because  I  canoot  understand  how  an  io- 


fititutioa  ivhich,  aooording  to  tbe  Far- 
liamentary   Eeturns   that   have    been 

Suoted,  only  poaaeaaea  104  atudents, 
lould  be  able  to  aecure  bo  large  a 
proportion  of  TTniTersity  de^reea  and 
honoaraaahoabwn  obtained  by  the  at  u- 
deotB  nf  the  Catholio  UDireraity  Col- 
lege. It  does  seem  to  me  as  that  the 
Catholic  Univerait;  College,  being  in 
the  position  I  have  described,  baa  done 
better  in  these  examinations  than  the 
Qneeu's  Colleges  which  it  meets  in 
competition.  Uf  course,  I  am  not  refer- 
ring to  Belfast  College,  which  undoubt- 
edly has  held  its  ova ;  but  I  refer  to 
the  Colleges  of  Cork  and  Galway.  This, 
to  my  mind,  raises  a  very  important  and 
urioas  question,  which  I  think  even  the 
hon.  Qentleman  the  Uember  for  Derry 
(Hr.  Lewis),  or  anyone  who  approaches 
the  qneation  of  UniTersity  education 
from  his  point  of  view,  must  admit 
deserreB  erery  const  deration.  Is  it,  or 
is  it  not,  the  fact  that  the  money 
this  Honse  votes' for  the  purposes  of 
tJoiveraity  education  fa  Ireland  is  ap- 
plied in  the  best  manner  possible  at 
S resent  ?  Now,  I  am  bound  to  say  that 
find  a  difficulty  in  giving  en  answer 
to  that  question.  1  thini  it  is  one 
that  requires  the  very  serious  and 
early  attention  of  Her  Majesty's  <io- 
vsmment ;  indeed,  it  seems  to  have,  to 
tome  extent,  received  the  attention  of 
our  Predecessors.  In  looking  at  the 
debate  of  last  year  I  noticed  that  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  then  the  hon. 
(rentleman  the  Member  for  Liakeard 
(Ur.  Courtney),  laid  great  stress  upon 
the  Commission  which  had  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  Qovemment  in  1884 
to  inqnire  into  various  points  connected 
with  the  Colleges.  He  quoted  the  Refer- 
ences to  this  Commission.  He  said  one 
of  them  was — 


That,  obviously,  bears  very  much  on 
the  point  I  have  alluded  to.  The  other 
Beferencea  were — 

"  1.  In  wbst  mode  the  hODOnrt  and  rewards 
■ndistribatedinths  thTBeCoUegeireapectiTely, 
biriiij  regard  to  tho  numbera  of  the  atadents, 
and  ^  Tatioiu  bnacbBB  of  leamiag  taught? 
3.  To  ohat  extent,  aod  with  what  regulta,  do 
the  itadent*  atail  themwlTes  of  the  advao- 
tagn  offered  by  tha  iioyal  UniTertity  f  4.  The 
qneatioa  of  tha  affiliation  of  these  CuUegea  with 
the   Koyol  Univeraily.      la   there  any  active 


id  atrong  connection  with  the  Unirerwty  ? 
Do  any  large  number  of  atudonta  co  from  Iha 
CoUegea  to  the  Univeraity  ;  and  what  are  tha 
fees  charged  to  the  atadeota  t " 

A.  statement  has  been  made — I  think 
by  the  hon.  Member  who  last  spoke 
(Mr.  8ynan) — to  tho  effect  that  students 
of  the  Queen's  Colleges,  having  failed 
in  TTniveraity  competitions  for  prizes 
given  undur  the  Act  of  1S79,  have 
actually  been  enabled  to  fall  back  oa 
prizes  of  greater  value  in  their  own 
Colleges.  I  am  bound  to  say  that  that 
does  not  seem  to  me  a  very  satisfactory 
state  of  things.  The  Commission  I  hare 
referred  to  was  issued  in  the  spring  of 
1884,  and  the  hon.  Member  for  Liskeard, 
in  alluding  to  it,  stated  that  the  Beport 
would  not  be  ready  until  the  end  of 
September  or  October  last.  He  further 
said  that  when  it  was  presented  it  would 
be  the  serious  duty  of  the  Irish  Qovern- 
ment  to  consider  the  Beport  in  relation 
to  the  whole  question.  Be  promised,  ia 
fact,  that  the  late  Oovemment  would 
deal  with  the  matter  by  the  light  of  that 
Report.  Why  have  they  not  done  so  f  I 
take  it,  for  the  obvious  reason — although 
I  have  not  been  able,  owing  to  the 
multitudinousdutiesofmyOffice,  to  study 
the  Report — that  tha  Commissioners 
were  so  seriously  divided  amongst  them- 
selves, that  it  could  not  be  eaid  they 
had  made  any  Beport  at  all;  ana, 
therefore,  nothing  was  proposed  beyond 
the  renewal  of  the  old  Vote  for  the 
Queen's  Colleges.  Now,  I  do  not  at 
all  wish  to  express  a  definite  opinion  on 
this  question.  Indeed,  I  have  not  bad 
time  to  study  it;  and  I  should  be  sorry 
to  express  a  definite  opinion  on  behalf 
of  any  of  my  Colleagues.  But  this,  I 
think,  I  may  venture  to  say — that  we  do 
not  feel  that  the  present  position  of  it  is 
satisfactory,  and  that  we  feel  this  to 
such  an  extent  that  it  would  be  quite 
impossible  for  us  to  comply  with  the  re- 
quest of  the  hon.  Member  for  Limerick 
and  other  hon.  Members,  and  try  to  deal 
with  it  by  giving  a  Vote  of  £6,000  for  a 
particular  purpose.  Wo  could  not  do  that. 
We  think  that  a  full  examiuation  of  the 
whole  question  is  necessary,  in  order  to 
see  whether  we  cannot  settle  it  on  a 
proper  basis.  Tha  hon.  Member  for 
Londonderry  has  expressed  the  hope 
thatwewitlnotdepart  from  the  old  lines 
on  which  the  whole  question  has  been 
dealt  with.  But  what  are  they?  The 
linos  on  which  it  has  been  dealt  with 
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Buccessf ully  ore  those  of  tho  Inf  ernipdiats 
Education  Act  of  1878,  aud  of  the  mea- 
sure  of  1879,  whereby  it  was  decided 
that  the  State  should  pay  for  the  results 
of  secular  eduoatioa  woerever  given  aud 
however  obtained,  quite  irrespective  of 
tho  circumstance  whether  they  were 
gained  by  private  tuition,  in  a  denomi- 
national College,  or  in  a  mixed  College. 
Now.  those  are  the  principles  the  Go- 
vernment ought  to  m&intaia.  After  the 
disestablishment  and  disendowment  of 
the  Church  of  Ireland,  surely  no  one 
will  for  a  moment  propose  that  the 
State  should  pay  for  religious  education 
in  Ireland.  What  it  can  do  for  secu- 
lar education  it  ought  to  do.  Speaking 
here,  as  I  have  always  done,  as  a  I 
liever  in  religious  education,  I  will  t 
that  I  do  not  think  it  is  right  in  thi 
days,  when  irreligion  rather  than  tbe 
predominance  of  any  particular  foi 
of  religion  is  tho  thing  we  have 
dread,  that  the  Slate  should  endeavour 
to  discourage  religious  education. 
Sir,  is  all  that  1  have  to  say  to  the 
Committee  to-night.  We  shall  con 
tinue  to  regard  this  question  on  thi 
principle  I  have  laid  down,  with  t!i( 
Lope  and  the  wish  to  dn  something  to 
make  University  education  mort 
rol  and  widespread  in  Ireland ; 
it  should  be  our  lot  to  hold  Office  neict 
Session,  to  make  some  proposal  which 
may  deal  in  a  satisfactory  way  with  this 
most  important  matter. 

Mb.  DAWSON  said,  he  had  listened 
with  great  satisfaction  to  the  statement 
of  tbe  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer.  It  was  his  (Mr. 
Dawson's)  privilege  to  know  something 
of  the  rule  of  tbe  right  boo.  Gentleman 
in  Ireland  when  ho  was  Chief  Secretary. 
He  remembered  that  an  impression  had 
been  fast  gaining  ground  in  the  Corpo- 
ration, of  which  ho  (Mr.  Dawson)  had 
been  a  member,  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  was  about  the  first  Chief  Secre- 
tary who  had  thrown  olf  the  shackles 
and  was  acting  fur  himself  and  accord- 
ing to  his  own  instincts  and  belief.  But 
since  he  had  listened  to  the  right  hon. 
Baronet's  remarks  that  evening,  he  re- 
cogaized,  with  still  more  hope  and  con- 
fidence, the  ability  witb  which  he  had 
discussed  this  question,  and  the  sense  of 
fairness  and  justice  which  had  pervaded 
his  observations.  He  (Mr.  Dawson)  was, 
furthermore,  emboldeoedto  believe  that 
the  aubjectof  doing  justioe  totheeduca- 
Th»  Chmeellcr  of  the  Exchequer 
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tionnl  claims  of  Ireland  was  recognized 
from  the  fact  that  another  Member  of 
the  Government,  a  noble  Lord,  haviag 
himself,  on  a  Commission  over  which  he 
presided,  became  practically  acquainted 
with  the  inequality  and  injustice  of  the 
endowments  for  education  in  that  coun- 
try.    Therefore  it  was  that  on  all  these 
grounds  they  approached  thia  subject 
under  the  present  Administration.  Tbey 
approached  it  with  more  confidence  still, 
because  when  the  right  hoa.  GentlemBii 
holding  the  position  of  Chancellor  of  tbe 
Exchequer — a  right    hon.    Gentleman 
holding  the  purse-strings  in  his  band — 
declared  the  sum  which  was  pleaded  for 
to  be  miserably  small,  the  only  conclusion 
they  could  arrive  at  was  that  he  was  pro- 
pared  to  do  what  was  liberal  and  just  in 
the  cause  of  Irish  education.    The  right 
hon.  Gentleman    had    heard  with  as- 
tonishment tbe  figures  which  bad  been 
put  before  him  in  regard  to  University 
College,whoseBpeoificandpeculiarcl  aims 
the  Irish  Members  were  putting  forward. 
He  (Mr.  Dawson)  was  informed  that  the 
figures  quoted,  startling  aa  thej  were, 
still  were  perfectly  true.  There  were  ooly 
about  100  matriculated  atudente  on  the 
books  of  the  University,  and  80  from 
University  College  passed  with  honours 
in  tbe  Koyal  University  examination. 
On  the  subject   of  numbers,  he  might 
say,  in  passing,  that  tbe  hon.  Member 
for  Derry  (Mr.  Lewis)  had  referred  to 
the  throe  Queen's  Colleges  and  their  en- 
dowments—to Galway  and  its  400  etu- 
dents  \  but  that  was  not  the  Catholic 
University   for   which    hon.    Members 
were   pleading.      They   were  pleading 
the  cause  of  a  University  of  one  years' 
existence  ;  and  they  said  that  if  it  bad 
100    students  so   distinguished   in  one 
year,  if  they  were  to  multiply  its  oppor- 
tunities of  usefulness,  what  would  it  not 
do  in  30  years,   which  had   been  the 
period  of  the  career  of  tbe  Belfast  Col- 
lego?     But  there  was  another   reason 
ly  University  College  should  be  sup- 
ported.    On  what  did  the  Boyal  Uni- 
versity depend?    It  could  not  depend 
on  Galway  College  or  on  Cork  College, 
because  they  had  given  it  no  aid  what- 
ever.    They  had  shown  no  ability,  and 
bad    won    no    prizes,     nor    bad    they 
ining  Board  theehadow 
of  a  claim   to  the  University.     What 
foundation  was  there  for  the  Univer- 
sity ?    It  was  by  Univeraity  College  that 
it  had  be«a  known  up  to  this— it  was 

e 


3S3  8>^ig — Chit  {July  28, 

by  the  distinction  and  success  of  this 
strugglinp  UniTersity  College  that  this 
bMQ-ideal  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
hftd  Kny  existence  at  all.  If  foi  nothing 
but  the  BUBtainment  of  the  Kojal  Uni- 
Twsity,  with  which  the  ni;;ht  hon.  Gen- 
tleman was  BO  much  identified,  the  ri^ht 
hon.  Oeotlemaa  ought  not  to  put  off  thie 
ad  inltrim  appeal  the  Irish  Membera 
vera  making  on  behalf  of  this  Univer- 
sity College.  It  was  impOBsible  to  settle 
the  whole  question  that  Session  :  but  if 
they  let  this  College  drop,  the  Uuiver- 
Bity  would  drop  for  want  of  Btudents ; 
tbei«fore  be  (Mr.  Dawson)  hoped  the 
right  bon.  Gentleman  wonld  reconsider 
the  matter,  as  he  bad  had  the  courage 
in  Ireland  to  reconsider  points  which 
were  brought  before  him.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derry  had 
nferred  to  the  number  of  students  in 
the  Belfast  and  Galvay  Colleges  which. 
as  the  hon.  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sex- 
ton) had  shown,  bad  run  down  with 
snch  rapidity  in  the  honour  list.  Well, 
in  tbeaa  Qneen'a  Colleges  the  cost  to  the 
State  for  the  studeats  who  took  honours 
at  the  University  was  £500  a-piece.  In 
the  University  College  the  cost  was  £40 
a-piece.  But  they  did  not  think,  nor 
did  the  promoters  of  this  scheme  believe, 
that  in  giving  this  (hI  tit^t'm  sustainment 
of  a  few  thousands  of  pounds  a-year  the 
University  Question  in  Ireland  would  be 
settled.  He  believed  his  bon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Longford  (Mr.  Justin 
M'Carthy)  had  left  some  gaps  in  his 
history  of  University  education  in  Ire- 
land ;  and  be  (Mr.  Dawson)  would  call 
the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  what  bis  own  UovemmeDt  had 
proposed  in  the  scheme  of  Lord  Mayo, 
which  was,  perhapn,  the  only  intelligible 
scheme  ever  proposed  for  the  settlement 
of  the  question  of  University  education 
in  Ireland.  He  would  not  say  what 
had  made  Lord  Mayo's  scheme  decline 
— whether  it  was  the  heBitation  of  the 
Catholic  Bishops  to  accept  it,  or  the  pre- 
dpitancy  with  which  the  Government 
took  it  up.  There  was  Trinity  College 
with  its  endowments,  ariaiug  from  land 
and  other  sources,  amounting  to£  110, UOO 
a-year ;  and  Mr.  "Butt's  proposal  was  to 
establish  a  Catholic  College  which  should 
he  a  College  of  the  University  of  Dublin, 
to  call  it  St.  Patrick's  College,  and  to 
give  it  a  separate  endowment.  The 
only  arvument  used  ngainet  that  solution 
of  the  University  Question  was  that  the 
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students  of  St,  Palrick's  College  would 
turn  in  in  such  numbers  that  they  would 
I  swamp  the  University.  He  waa 
astonished  to  hear  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  talk  about  one  examination 
id  one  central  authority.  There  was 
nothing  more  fatal  to  literature  end 
learning  than  one  State  machine,  which 
moulded  into  ooe  mould  the  geniue  and 
learning  of  the  country.  Take  the  ex- 
ample of  Germany  and  France.  Oer- 
many,  which  had  succeeded  in  every 
r6le  it  had  played  for  the  last  20  years, 
had  87  Universities;  but  in  France  there 
was  bnt  one  huge  State  machine,  and 
the  result  was  most  disastrous  to  the 
learning  of  the  couutry.  In  Scotland 
there  were  four  or  five  Universities,  and 
in  England  there  were  many  Univer- 
sities. It  was  in  Ireland  alone  that  an 
attempt  was  to  be  made  to  diminish  the 
number  of  Universities,  and  to  approve 
a  State  machine  like  the  EsaminiDg 
Board  of  the  Boyai  Univereity.  The 
Irish  people  were  not  prepared  to  lose 
the  traditions  of  University  history ;  they 
were  not  prepared  to  give  up  their  great 
scheme  of  a  Catholic  University  for 
Catholic  Btudenta;  but  they  did  fear 
that  this  long  postponement  of  justice 
would  be  fatal  to  higher  education  in 
their  country.  They  wanted  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  sustain  this  distinguished 
University  College  as  a  means  of  pre- 
serving the  traditions  of  University  life 
amongst  Catholics.  If  this  Univereity 
College  was  shut  up,  the  idea  of  a  Uni- 
versity and  an  academical  life  would  be 
entirely  removed  from  Ireland.  He 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  dis- 
play on  this  question  what  he  had  dis- 
played in  former  times  on  Irish  ques- 
tions— namely,  his  own  independence  of 
character,  and  that  be  would  give  the 
email  sum  asked  by  this  University  Col- 
lege. University  College  in  Dublin  was 
supported,  as  had  been  said,  by  an  Order 
who  were  themselves  losing  £2,000 
a-year  out  of  their  own  funds  in  trying 
to  hold  their  own  in  this  unequal 
struggle.  Could  they  continue  to  do 
that  'i  If  they  could  not  the  doors  of  the 
t'ollege  would  bo  shut,  and  the  dietin- 
guished  students  of  the  Koyal  Univer- 
sity would  cease  to  exist.  He  hardly 
thought  the  right  hon.  Genlteman  ap- 
preciated the  urgency  of  this  question. 
The    University    Question    might   bo 
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dropped  for  a  later  period  :  but  the 
exietsDce  of  this  College  vhb  a  matter  of 
the  moment.  He  was  sure  the  noble 
Lord  (Lord  Bandolph  Churchill),  who 
had  taken  great  iaterest  in  tfae  education 
question  in  Ireland,  who  had  himself 
pointed  out  the  inequality  of  the  endow- 
ments, would  support  the  appeal  now 
made  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer not  to  put  otf  any  longer  the  aettle- 
moDt  of  this  subject,  because  delay 
would  be  fatal  to  a  College  whose  dis- 
tinctions the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
confessed,  and  whose  inadequate  re- 
Bources  he  had  remarked  upon. 

Me.  p.  J.  POWER  aaid,  that  hoc. 
Members  who  sat  near  him  had  listened 
to  some  of  tbe  observations  which  fell 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  with  satis- 
faction. At  the  same  time,  they  heard 
the  latter  part  of  the  right  hon.  Qentle- 
man's  speech  with  some  feelings  of 
regret.  It  had  been  pointed  out  by 
Irish  Members  that  this  was  a  matter  of 
life  or  death  as  far  as  one  struggling 
College  was  concerned,  and  they  thought 
they  had  very  good  grounds  for  making 
this  claim  on  ihe  QoTernment.  The 
broad  issues  of  the  case  must  be  borne 
in  mind  in  coming  to  a  conclusion  on  a 
matter  of  this  kind.  Broadly  speaking, 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland  numbered  about 
four-Bfths  of  the  entire  population  ;  and 
though  Tast  sums  of  money  were  spent 
on  education  —  primary,  intermediate, 
and  higher — it  must  surprise  hon.  Mem- 
bers to  hear  that  four-fifths  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  received  only  about 
one-fortieth  of  the  sum  granted  to  tbe 
Universities.  In  fact,  if  they  were  to 
reckon  tbe  interest  on  tbe  money  in- 
vested in  buildings,  museums,  and  so 
forth,  it  would  be  fuiind  that  the  figure 
he  had  quoted  was,  if  anything,  under 
tbe  mark,  and  that  the  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land did  not  receive  more  than  one- 
sixtieth  part  of  the  sum  cranted  by  the 
English  Qovernment  t«  University  edu- 
cation in  Ireland.  It  was  said  tbe 
Catholics  received  a  certain  amount  of 
endowment  in  connection  with  this  Uni- 
versity College ;  but  if  the  matter  were 
investigated,  it  would  be  found  that  the 
sum,  paltry  as  it  was,  was  given  in  the 
most  inconvenient  way  in  which  it  could 
be  given,  and  that  placing  certain 
Fellows  at  the  service  of  the  University 
College  was  not.  Is  some  respeota,  a 
wise  way  of  indirectly  endowing  the 
Mr.  DtUDton 
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CoUi>ge.  Then,  again,  other  Colleges 
had  this  advantage  on  their  side— the 
Queen's  Oolleges,  for  instance— that,  be- 
sides very  large  endowments  for  educa- 
tional purposes,  they  had  a  grant  of 
£1,500  a-year  to  be  distributed  in 
honours  and  prizes  to  students  who 
availed  themselves  of  the  services  of 
those  Colleges ;  whereas  the  University 
College  had  none  of  these  inducements. 
But  much  as  tbe  Catholics  of  Ireland 
had  to  contend  against  in  these  matters 
—bearing  in  mind  the  way  in  which  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland  ware  handicapped 
— it  must  be  conceded  that  tbe  results,  as 
tested  by  the  Boyal  University,  ex- 
ceeded the  most  sanguine  expectation  of 
even  Catholics  themselves.  It  would  be 
seen  by  the  figures  quoted  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman  tbe  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr. 
Sexton)  that  the  University  College  bad 
obtained  more  distinctions  in  classioa 
and  in  modem  languages  than  three 
Queen's  Colleges  put  together  had  ob- 
tained. These  facts  in  themselves  spoke 
something  for  the  efficiency  of  tbe  Uni- 
versity College  for  which  this  claim 
was  made.  No  Member  of  the  Irish 
Party  had  contended  that  the  Queen's 
College  in  Belfast  was  a  failure.  That 
College  was,  undoubtedly,  a  success ; 
but  the  reason  of  its  success  was  worthy 
of  notice ;  it  was  a  success  because  it 
met  the  views  of  the  people  amongat 
whom  it  was  situated,  and  was  in  accord 
with  the  opinions  of  a  majority,  or  of  a 
very  considerable  portion,  at  least,  of 
the  people  of  Ulster.  Tbe  conditions  of 
the  Queen's  Colleges  at  Cork  and  Gal- 
way  were  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Ool- 
leges were  at  complete  variance  with 
tho  majority  of  the  people  of  the  Pro- 
vinces in  which  they  were  situated.  It 
was  all  very  well  for  the  Government  to 
say  that  they  were  offering  the  Irish 
Catholics  a  system  of  education,  and 
that  it  was  their  own  fault  if  ihey  re- 
fused to  avail  themselves  of  it.  The 
Catholics  of  Ireland  ought  to  be  the 
best  judges  on  the  matter,  and  it  made 
very  little  difference  to  them  whether 
the  Government  offered  them  no  Uni- 
versity system,  or  offered  them  a  system 
of  University  training  which  they 
honestly  believed  they  could  not  avail 
themselves  of.  On  that  point  it  would 
bs  well  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland  disapproved  so  much  of  the 
system  that  was  placed  at  their  disposal 
that,  in  the  course  of  the  losl  30  years, 
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thay  had  subscribed  about  £250,000  to 
profide  thomeelyes  witb  Univeraity  edu- 
cation. It  might  b«  a  very  espoDsive 
(^>nation;  but,  at  tbe  same  time,  tlie; 
might  g:ather  from  the  faot  vhat  the 
views  of  the  Gatholios  were  on  the  sub- 
]Nt,  and  what  great  sacrifices  thej  were 
prt^wi  to  make  in  order  to  obtain  for 
(Emit  children  a  proper  (Tstem  of  educa- 
tion. The;  aeked  no  more  than  fair 
pky  in  the  matter,  and  he  thought  tbat 
tbe  resDlta  attending  the  Intermediate 
Edncation  Act,  with  which  the  name  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  so  honour- 
ablj  connected,  were  enough  to  show 
that  if  the  Qovernment  supplied  them 
with  a  proper  system  of  higher  educa- 
tion large  nambera  would  be  found 
ntij  to  avail  themselTSs  of  it.  Handi- 
eappsd  aa  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  were 
in  iotermediate  educational  matters,  it 
*u  gratifying  to  know  that  they  had 
b«ei)  able  to  obtain  60  per  oent  of  the 
eitiibitions  swarded  under  the  Inter- 
mediate Education  Act.  Though  he 
might  thereby  tranegresa  somewhat  upon 
ths  mbjeet  under  coneideratioo ,  he  would 
uk  the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  Oen- 
Ueman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
to  the  way  in  which  the  Intermediate 
Sdncation  Board  was  treating  the  matter 
of  intermediate  education.  They  were 
noring  the  funds,  and  endeavouring  to 
keep  people  from  availing  themselves  of 
the  tdvantages  of  the  system.  The 
pniet  were  greatly  reduced  ;  in  many  in- 
tttacaa  the  Board  had  refused  to  give 
the  prizes  earned  by  tbe  students.  He 
mifbt  mention  one  icatance  which  came 
noder  hia  immediate  attention  not  long 
nue,  of  a  poor  boy  who  studied  bard 
in  *ehool,  and  presented  himself  for  the 
ititennediate  examination,  under  the  im- 
pnarion  that  if  he  obtained  a  certain 
Bomber  of  marks  he  would  receive  a 
eilTsr medal.  He  worked  day  and  night; 
hi>  parents,  who  were  poor,  provided 
him  with  what  books  they  could ;  and 
he  did  obtain  tbe  marks  which  entitled 
him  to  a  silrer  medal.  He  waa  in- 
^>nned,  however,  by  the  Intermediate 
Edflcation  Board  that,  though  he  had 
obtained  the  necessary  marks  to  entitle 
ahn  to  a  medal,  the  Government  were 
lot  in  a  position  to  give  one  to  him. 
The  unfortunate  lad  would  have  re- 
mained without  his  silver  medal  had  it 
M«  been  that  the  Mayor  of  Waterford 
put  hia  hand  in  hia  pocket  and  provided 
what  is  honour  the  Intennediate  Board 
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were  bound  to  provide.  He  (Hr.  F.  J. 
Power)  mentioned  this  m  pattaat,  so  that 
the  Qovetnment  might  instruct  those 
who  were  responsible  for  this  state  of 
things  to  see  that  such  scandals — be 
could  call  them  nothing  else — were  not 
repeated,  at  any  rate,  during  the  Tory 
regime.  A  great  deal  had  been  said  as 
to  denominational  education  in  Ireland, 
and  it  had  been  stated  that  the  Govern- 
ment could  not  approve  of  such  a  system. 
But  he  maintained  that  the  very  fact  of 
Trinity  College  existing  as  it  did  was, 
to  a  certain  extent,  an  answer  to  that 
ai^umeut.  It  could  not  be  conceded 
that  Trinity  College  was  not  worked,  to 
some  extent,  on  denominational  lines. 
The  College  for  which  he  and  his  hon. 
Friends  now  made  a  claim  for  help  waa 
open,  as  far  it  could  be,  to  people  of  all 
political  and  religious  opinions.  It  was 
competent  for  anyone  to  avail  them- 
selves  of  its  services,  and  still,  at  the 
same  time,  not  be  actual  students  of  the 
University  College.  But  Trinity  Col- 
lage, which  had  an  enormous  grant  of 
about  £60,000  a-year,  leaving  out  of 
the  calculation  the  interest  of  money 
sunk  in  permanent  buildings  and  in 
museums,  and  the  like,  was,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  carried  out  on  the  very 
lines  to  which  he  understood  the  Go- 
vernment objected  ;  and,  consequently, 
the  objection  of  the  Government  to  the 
College  for  which  a  claim  was  now 
made  did  not  bold  good.  This  was  to 
be  considered  also  in  oomparing  the 
results — that  it  was  only  in  those  mat- 
ters where  money  waa  needed  that  the 
TTuiversity  College  was  at  all  inferior  or 
deficient  to  the  Belfast  Queen's  College. 
He  would  remind  the  right  hon.  GenUe- 
man  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
tbat  this  was  a  question  of  the  highest 
importance.  The  body  at  present  con- 
ducting this  University  College  was  not 
in  a  position  to  incur  any  farther  loss. 
It  had  conducted  the  College  at  a  consi- 
derable loss  for  the  last  two  years,  and 
could  not  afford  to  lose  anything  more 
by  the  transaction.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  acoede  to  what  he 
(Mr.  r.  J.  Power)  thought  the  very 
modest  proposal  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Longford  (Mr.  Justin 
M'Carthy),  he  would  be  able  to  make 
an  institution  which  could  be  availed  of 
to  a  considerable  extent  in  the  scheme 
which  it  was  hoped  the  present  Govern- 
ment would  be  able  to  bring  forward  in 
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regard  toUniverBitjeditcat'uu.  Incon- 
olusioa,  be  might  eaj  that,  on  this  as  on 
many  other  questions,  the  policy  of  his 
hon.  Frieod  the  Memher  for  the  City  of 
Cork  (Mr.  Parnell)  had  been  fully  justi- 
fied. It  might  be  in  the  recoUeotion  of 
the  right  hoc.  Qentlemaa  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  that,  when  a 
measure  on  this  subject  was  introduced 
at  the  fag-end  of  a  Session,  that  hon. 
Gentleman  opposed  it,  regarding  it  as  a 
mere  stop-gap  Bill,  vhioh,  in  faot, 
would  seriouslj  impede  the  final  settle- 
ment of  this  important  matter.  The 
hon.  Oentleman  was  then,  as  on  many 
other  occasions,  jeered  at.  It  was  said 
the  hon.  Gentleman  was  unwise  in  his 
opposition  ;  but  events  bad  justified  the 
course  be  then  took.  It  was  quite  clear 
that,  if  that  measure  had  been  left  un- 
passed,  a  much  more  satisfactory  Bill 
would  have  been  passed  before  this. 
There  was  no  doubt  that  there  were 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  Qo- 
vemment  dealing  now  with  the  broad 
question  of  Uoiversity  education.  At 
that  period  of  the  Session  it  was  quite 
impossible  for  them  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
dealing  satisfactorily  with  that,  perhaps 
one  of  the  greatest  subjects  which  could 
engage  the  attention  of  any  Govern- 
ment. Da  this  Education  Question  the 
English  Government  owed  the  people  of 
Ireland  a  considerable  debt ;  indeed, 
nothing  demonstrated  so  much  their  in- 
competence to  deal  with  Irish  subjects 
as  the  manner  in  which  the  people  of 
Ireland  had  been  treated  in  regard  to 
education.  It  was  impossible,  as  he 
had  said,  that  the  Government  should 
lie  able  to  make  up  their  minds  now  to 
bring  forward  a  really  comprehensive 
measure  on  the  subject;  but  ho  cer- 
tainly thought  that  a  Government  which 
had  shown  itself  so  deeply  interested  in 
Irish  educational  matters  as  the  present 
would  be  able  to  grant  the  request  mado 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Longford,  and 
endeavour  to  maintain  what  was  really 
a  very  valuable  educational  institution. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOH  said,  the 
light  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  (Sir  Michael  Hicke- 
Beaoh)  asked  for  information  on  one 
or  two  points  which  be  (Mr,  T.  P. 
O'Connor)  thought  he  could  supply.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  asked  bow  it  was 
that,  with  so  small  a  number  of  students 
as  the  TJniveraiCy  College,  the  students 
were  able  to  gain  so  many  honours? 
Mr.  P.  J.  Poicer 


The  explanation  was  this — that  students 
goiugup  to  the  first  and  second  Uni- 
versity examinations  were  alloirad  to 
take  honours  in  more  than  one  subject ; 
and,  accordingly,  one  student  might 
take  honours  in  Latin,  in  classics,  and 
in  modem  languages.  Of  courae,  that 
did  not  apply  to  the  M.A.  examination, 
in  which  a  student  could  only  take  one 
honour.  It  would  be  seen,  tberefore, 
that  there  might  be  more  hononra  than 
students.  Then  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  the  statement  was  made  that 
students  failing  to  get  honours  iu  the 
Belfast  College  went  down  to  Cork  and 
Galway.  On  that  subject  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  could  be  supplied  with  all 
the  facts,  so  as  to  bring  the  matter 
clearly  to  his  mind.  He  (Mr.  T.  P. 
O'Connor)  could  speak  with  regard  to 
the  Queen's  Colleges,  because  he  was 
a  elndoDt  for  several  years  at  the  Queen's 
College,  Galway.  Now,  what  took  placeP 
The  examination  in  Belfast  for  scholar- 
ships took  place,  he  believed,  in  October. 
In  Belfast  it  was  more  difficult  to  get 
prizes  than  in  Cork  or  Galway,  becauae 
there  was  such  a  large  number  of  stu- 
dents there  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  prizes.  Thestudentwhofailed  togeta 
prize  in  the  October  examination  in  Bel- 
fast came  down  to  Galway,  where  the 
examinations  did  not  take  place  until 
December,  and  was  often  able  to  get  a 
scholarship  there.  He  could  speak  with 
a  certain  amount  of  feeling  on  the  sub- 
ject. After  he  got  his  B.A.  degree  he 
went  in  for  the  senior  scholarship.  He 
found  that  he  was  not  merely  opposed 
bj  his  own  fellow-students,  but  by  a 
gentleman  who  had  never  studied  a 
single  day  or  hour  in  the  Galway  Col- 
lege, but  who  had  come  down  from  Bel- 
fast, simply  for  the  purpose  of  wresting 
from  Galway  a  prize  which  realty  be- 
lonered  to  Galway.  Upon  the  question 
of  University  education,  he  (Mr.  T.  P. 
O'Connor)  thought  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer had  made  as  satisfactory  a  reply  as 
anybody  could  reasonably  expect  him  to 
make.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  went 
BO  far  as  to  admit  that  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers had  made  out  their  case ;  that  the 
Queen's  Colleges  did  not  give  the  State 
money's  worth ;  and  he  went  on  to  say, 
on  behalf  of  himself  and  his  Colleagues, 
that  after  they  had  inquired  into  the 
question,  and  examined  all  the  facts, 
they  would,  if  they  were  ia  a  position, 


CocH^lc 


341  Suppiy—Citil 

find  the  means  of  remedying  the  grier- 
ance.  Now,  he  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor) 
Bpoke  npon  this  qnestion  in  a  somewhat 
diOereot  spirit  to  some  of  bishon.  Frieada 
around  him.  He  vas  for  four  years  in 
the  Queen's  College,  Qalway,  and  he 
always  wished  to  speak  with  the  greatest 
regard  and  respect  of  the  Profewora  and 
other  officiale  of  that  College.  Many  of 
them  were  his  personal  friends,  and  cer- 
tainly all  of  tbsm  were  men  of  distinc- 
tion. What  he  and  others  did  was  to 
find  fault  not  with  the  men,  but  with 
the  system  which  the  men  were  com* 
pelled  to  administer.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the  House 
made  allasioa  to  the  disproportion  be- 
tween the  number  of  prises  and  the 
number  of  atndenta,  and  he  more  than 
impUed  thatthe  State  was  not  getting 
its  money's  worth.  He  (Ur.  T.  P. 
O'Connor)  did  not  think  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  the  advantage  of 
hearing  a  quotation  which  was  made  by 
the  hoQ.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Sligo  (ITr.  Beaton)  from  something  Pro- 
fessor Peabody  had  written.  Professor 
Peabody  bad  said — 

'  "  What  iball  wo  lay  of  30  Kholinhips  in  the 
Qoaea'iCoUego,  Cork,  avaiUble  (or  4iatribation 
Jut  nnion  amoDgst  36  itadDDta,  aad  of  3S 
•cholanhijia  in  the  Queen's  College,  Galvay. 
aTailable  f or  diatribution  amongst  4aBCndants?" 

Now,  there wBBJustonepoint more,  and 
upon  it  he  would  aak  for  the  attention 
for  one  moment  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
who  might  hare  to  deal  with  this  ques- 
tioD.  As  a  Oalway  Uember,  and  as  a 
Connanght  Member,  be  did  not  deeire 
the  Queen's  College  in  Oalway  to  be 
suppressed  as  a  College ;  but  they  de- 
manded that  its  character  should  be 
changed.  They  wanted  it  to  be  main- 
tained as  a  College,  and  to  be  incorpo- 
rated with  the  University  College.  He 
would  tell  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
why  ;  because  it  was  of  the  higbeiit  im- 
portADte  that  University  education  in 
Ireland  ahonld  be  brought  down  to  the 
doors  and  to  the  homee  of  the  poorer 
claaces  of  the  people.  Any  treatment  of 
the  TToivenity  Qnestion  in  Ireland  must 
atart  on  the  principle  that  TJoiTetsity 
«dDcation  should  take  the  form  of  local 
Colleges.  To  ask  the  sons  of  the  lower 
claaaes  to  go  to  Dublin  for  their  Uni- 
rernty  education  was  as  bad  as  asking 
them  to  go  to  Paris,  to  London,  or  to 
Calcutta.    He  knew    several   boys  in 
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Oalway,  sons  of  very  poor  parents,  who 
would  never  have  been  able  to  have  got 
University  education  if  they  had  had  to 
go  even  30  miles  out  of  Oalway,  because 
their  people  were  too  poor  to  bear  the 
expense.  He  knew  of  onecasein  point, 
of  a  boy  whose  mother  was  in  a  very 
poor  state — indeed,  he  believed  she  was 
a  laundress,  and  it  was  perfectly  certain 
that  she  could  not  afford  to  send  him 
away  to  obtain  a  University  training. 
But  by  the  fact  that  he  was  not  obliged 
to  go  away  from  home,  he  was  able  to 
join  the  College,  and  was  able,  instead 
of  being  a  mechanic,  which. in  all  pro- 
bability he  would  have  been,  he  was  able 
to  join  the  honourable  and  lucrative  pro- 
fession of  a  medical  man.  The  Town 
Commissioners  of  Oalway  had  passed  a 
very  strong  resolution  in  favour  of  the 
retention  of  the  Queen's  College  there ; 
but  be  thought  he  bad  already  made 
himself  clear  upon  that  point-  He  con* 
tended,  however,  that  they  were  now  in 
a  condition  to  demand  justice  for  all 
classes  of  the  Irish  people. 

Mb.  MAKUM  said,  that  while  fully 
agreeing  with  what  had  fallen  from  the 
hon.  Member  for  Oalway  (Mr.  T.  P. 
O'Connorl,  as  to  the  necessity  of  follow- 
ing the  principle  of  having  local  Colleges, 
promised  the  Committee  that  he  would 
not  travel  over  a  single  point  which  bad 
already  been  dealt  with.  He  wished  to 
point  out,  however,  that,  in  addition  to 
the  Catholic  Colleges  which  had  been 
mentioned,  there  were  a  dozen  diocesan 
Colleges  which  were  deserving  of  con- 
sideration, and  which  he  hoped  wouldnot 
be  overlooked.  At  the  same  time  he  did 
not  want  these  Colleges  to  stand  in  the 
way  of  an  increase  of  fhe  grant  to  the 
University  College,  Dublin.  He  hap- 
pened to  know  that  the  Jesuit  Fathers 
were  spending  a  largo  amount  of  money 
now  on  Univermty  education  out  of  their 
own  pockets,  simplyinthehope  that  they 
would  eventually  obtain  the  grant. 

Mk.  gray  said,  that  the  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  (Sir  Michael  Hicks* 
Buach)  was,  in  one  sense,  eatiufactory ; 
but  in  another  it  was  extremely  disap- 
pointing. The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  given  thorn  to  understand  that  some- 
thing mu»t  be  done  in  this  matter,  and 
that  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  had  a  solid 
ground  of  complaint ;  that  waa  satis- 
factory. It  was  exactly  19  years  since 
the  Conservative  Government  of  the  day, 

)Ogle 


343 


Supply — Civil 


Seniee'£itimaUt. 


344 


througb  Lord  Mayo,  recognized  that  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland  bad  a  Bolid  ij^round 
of  complaint,  and  made  an  eSort  to 
remedy  it ;  but  bere  they  were,  19  years 
aftervards,  pleading  for  that  justice 
long  recognized  as  due,  aad  eo  long  i 
niedthem.  The  right  hon.  Qentleman 
would  recognize  tbat  none  of  those  who 
had  spoken  from  the  IriBb  aide  of  tbe 
House  bad  been  so  unreasonable  as  to 
ask  that  be  should  come  down  at  that 
time  of  the  BessioD,  having  been  in 
Office  for  only  a  abort  time,  with  a  cut- 
and-dry  scheme  to  Bettia  a  great  ques- 
tion which  had  puzzled  so  many  Qovern- 
ments.  But  it  certainly  was  extra- 
ordinary that,  recognizing,  as  he  did, 
so  fully  the  grievance,  and  in  view  of 
the  Report  of  the  Queen's  College  Com- 
mission, which  had  exposed  so  tho- 
roughly the  utter  failure  of  two  out  of 
the  three  Colleges,  he  yet  came  down  to 
the  House  to  ask  it  to  pass  a  large 
money  Vote  in  support  of  these  institu- 
tions, which  were  confessedly  failures, 
and  at  the  same  time  brought  himself  to 
refuse  a  grant  of  temporal?  assistance 
to  the  maintenance  of  an  institution 
which  might  prove  to  be  eventually  the 
nucleus  of  as  arrangement  of  the 
greatest  advantage  to  tbe  Catholics  of 
Ireland.  He  would  ask  the  right  bon. 
Gtentleman  whether  his  refusal  of  tbie 
n^ut  arose  from  any  fear  of  an  anti- 
Popery  cry  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  ot 
of  England,  at  theOeneral  Election?  If 
tbat  were  bis  fear,  he  (Mr.  Gray)  did 
not  think  the  right  hon.  Oantleman 
should  be  deterred  from  doing  justice 
by  any  such  apprehension,  because  those 
Colleges  were  already  recognized  by  the 
State,  and  enjoyed  a  small  amount  of 
State  endowment.  It  was  scarcely  rea- 
sonable of  the  right  boo.  Qentleman  to 
expect  that  the  Irish  people  would  rest 
satisfied  with  bis  assurance  tbat  be. 
would  consider  the  question,  whilst,  at 
the  same  time,  he  a^ed  them  to  vote 
money  for  other  institutions  which  were 
being  kept  up  with  a  view  of  strangling 
and  destroying  Catholic  higher  educa- 
tion in  Ireland.  If  the  right  ban.  Gen- 
tleman were  acting  imd  fide,  be  (Mr. 
Gray)  would  say  that  he  would  not  ask 
them  to  vote  the  money  for  the  Queen's 
Colleges  until  he  had  an  opportunity  of 
oouBidering  the  other  matter;  but  if  be 
were  determined  to  do  nothing  what- 
ever now,  either  as  a  temporary  Or  as  a 
permanent  arrangement,  he  must  only 
Mr.  Gray 


expect  tbat  the  Irish  Party  would  uae 
such  action  as  was  open  to  tbem  to  pro- 
test in  the  most  effective  manner  possible 
against  tbe  present  system.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  thrown  out  some- 
thing in  the  nature  of  a  hint  of  the 
lines  on  which  be  contemplated  dealing 
with  the  question  if  it  came  to  his  lot  to 
propose  a  settlement  of  it.  He  (Mr. 
Gray)  would  ask  tbe  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  to  kindly  elucidate  that  portion  of 
his  speech  a  little  more.  He  under> 
stood  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  say 
that  he  contemplated  seeking  a  solution 
of  the  Irish  University  Question  on  the 
lines  of  the  Intermediate  Education 
Act;  but  he  (Mr.  Gray)  would  venture 
to  tell  tbe  right  bon.  Gentleman,  if  he 
had  tbat  in  contemplation,  the  failure  of 
his  Government  to  settle  the  Irish  Edu- 
cation Question  would  be  at  least  ag 
great  as  tbs  failure  of  any  of  their  Pre- 
decesEore.  The  Irish  people  were  de- 
termined in  this  matter  that  they  would 
have  absolute  equality,  no  more  and  no 
less ;  and  any  settlement  based  upon  tbe 
lines  of  the  Intermediate  Education  Act 
would  not  create  tbat  equahty,  unless  it 
were  accompanied  by  the  complete  dis- 
endowmeut  of  existing  institutions,  not 
merely  as  prize-giving  bodies,  bat  aa 
teaching  inetitutions.  He,  for  one,  would 
be  sorry  to  B(>e  all  the  educational  en- 
dowments for  higher  teaching  bodies 
taken  away,  and  all  tbe  emoluments 
given  for  prizes.  Most  strong  objec- 
tions could  be  urged  against  that  course; 
but  if  Trinity  College  was  to  be  left 
with  a  large  endowment  as  a  teaching 
body,  and  the  Queen's  Colleges  were  to 
have  endowments  as  teaching  bodies,  it 
was  simply  absurd  for  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  dream  tbat  any  settlement 
could  be  accepted  by  tbe  Irish  people 
which  would  merely  throw  open  prizes 
to  be  competed  for  by  the  Irish  Cai- 
tholics,  if  no  assistance  was  to  be  given 
them  lo  prepare  them  to  compete  for 
those  prizes.  Tbs  Koyal  University  gave 
a  certain  number  of  prizes  already ;  hut 
their  objection  was  that  while  Trinity 
College  was  endowed  for  Protestants, 
and  the  Queen's  Colleges  for  those  who 
bad  no  particular  cai-e  about  tbe  com- 
bination of  religion  with  education,  the 
institution  which  alone  commanded  the 
confidence  of  tbe  vast  majority  of  the 
Irish  people  was  left  unendowed,  and 
entered  into  the  oompetition  heavily 
handicapped.    He  asked  the  right  hoa. 
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OmOma&a  if  he  considered  that  any 
wttlement  or  scheme  based  upon  such 
lines  as  that  oould  be  aatiefactory ;  and 
he  would  vara  him  again  that  if  sucb  a 
nheme,   or    anything   approaching    it, 
were  to  be  propounded  next  year  or  the 
jear  afterwards,  it  could  onlj  be  met  b; 
the  most  determined  resistance  by  the 
Iridi  Members  of  that  House,    He  did 
not  wish  to  fallow  the  able  argumentaof 
hoD.  Uembera   on  those  Benches  who 
had  spoken  on  the  matter,  because  for 
him  to  attempt  to  repeat  them  would  be 
only  to  weaken  their  force.    It  appeared 
to  him.  howerer,  that  the  great  Liberal 
Party  had  taken  no  interest  in  this  dia- 
cDBsioD.  and  that  during  part  of  it  all 
the  Liberal  Benches  abors  the  Gang- 
way had  been  entirely  empty.     They 
wued  to  take  any  interest  in  the  ques- 
tion since  they  had  changed  sides  in  that 
Hoase.    The  Front  Opposition  Benches 
had  been  entirely  empty,  and  no  Mem- 
ber of  the  late  Government  bad  taken 
aoyDotice  of  this  debate,  nor  any  in- 
terest in    the    proceedings    whatever. 
Tbey  seemed  to  think  that  their  interest 
iotlus  matter  had  gone  with  their  giving 
npOffioe.  Now,  thepresentQovernment 
ooold  exercise  their  earnest  consideration 
on  this  matter,  and  they  would  win  the 
gratitude  of  the  majority  of  the  Irish 
people ;  bat  if  they  thought  they  oould 
deal  with  it  in  tbe  patchwork  manner  of 
giving  a  few  more  prisces,  and  throwing 
Uiem  open  to  Catholics,  they  were  very 
mnch  mistaken.     The  people  of  Ireland 
were  sow    anfBciently  organized,    and 
next  Session  would  be  sufficiently  re- 
preoented  in  that  House,  to  insist  that 
they  should  have  absolute  and  complete 
•quality,  either  by  levelling  up  or  level- 
ling down.     He  would  earnestly  recom- 
mend to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that, 
before    he    committed  himself    to   any 
scheme,    he  would  recognize  that  one 
fact— they  would  have  no  half-measure 
in  this    matter ;  they  were  determined 
to  have  absolute  equality.     He  himself 
was  in  favonr  of  levelling  up ;  but  if 
levelling    np  was   not   possible    they 
ihonid  have  levelling  down.     He  hoped 
thit  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  William  Hart 
Djke)  would  be  able  to  give  them  some 
better  assurance  than  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  done. 

Ub.  UBLDON  said,  he  regretted  that 
b»  could  not  join  in  the  chorus  of  ad- 
Duralioo  at  tbe  remarks  of  the  right  hon. 
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Gentleman  the  Ohanoellor  of  the  I^che- 
quer,  who  had  admitted  that  the  case 
stated  by  the  Irish  Members  that  even- 
ing had  been  proved,  but  had  held  that 
the  State  did  not  get  the  full  resulta  for 
the  amount  of  money  that  was  given. 
Then,  having  made  that  admission  in 
support  of  the  case  for  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers, the  right  hon.  Gentleman  declined 
to  go  any  further,  and  distinctly  refused 
to  do  anything  at  present.  Now,  he  (Mr. 
Meldon]  did  not  approve  of  that  "  Live 
horse  and  get  grass  "  policy  at  all.  The 
Queen's  Colleges  were  a  direct  blow  at 
the  religion  of  the  country  that  oould 
not  be  justified,  as  they  had  been  forced 
upon  the  country,  against  tbe  wishes  of 
the  great  majority  of  tbe  people.  He 
wished  to  put  it  to  the  Government  that 
in  the  interests  of  education  itself  it  was 
all-important  that  some  additional  help 
ought  to  be  given  to  an  institution  which 
it  was  admitted  bad,  from  the  slenderest 
resources,  conferred  the  greatest  benefit 
on  Ireland.  He  referred  to  the  institu- 
tion in  Stephen's  Green.  It  bad  been 
conferring  the  greatest  benefits  on  the 
country  for  the  last  30  years,  and  for  the 
last  few  years  it  had  been  kept  alive 
upon  resources  which  he  thought  it  waa 
to  the  disgrace  of  that  House  to  allow 
without  making  some  return.  What 
would  be  their  position  if  this  institu- 
tion had  to  close  because  they  had  not 
enough  funds  to  carry  it  on?  Some- 
thing ought  to  be  done  to  enable  it  to 
fo  on  in  the  same  road  on  which  it  had 
een  going  since  1879.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  the  present  Government  bad 
not  been  able  to  make  up  their  minds 
whether  they  ought  to  allow  them  some 
temporary  relief  or  not.  It  was  all  very 
well  to  throw  all  the  blame  on  the  late 
Government  i  but  they  must  remember 
that  the  present  Government  had  come 
into  Office  on  their  own  Motion,  and  it 
would  not  do  for  them  to  do  nothing  and 
throw  all  the  blame  on  their  Prede- 
cessors. It  was  aa  exceedingly  small 
matter  for  the  Government,  who  had  had 
ample  time  to  consider  it,  and  the  excuse 
that  they  had  not  been  in  power  suffi- 
ciently long  had  no  weight  in  it. 

Mb.  O'KJELLY  said,  he  would  say  to 
the  present  Government  that  even  al- 
though they  might  not  be  able  to  deal 
with  tbe  general  question  thoroughly  at 
present,  it  would  be  very  desirable  if  they 
could  see  their  way  to  the  settlement  of 
the  question  of  the  Catholic  University 
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College  in  Dublin.  That  Oollega  had 
done  a,  great  deal  of  good  work  ;  and  al- 
though working  under  considerable  dif- 
ficulties, it  had,  b;  aacrifioes  oa  the  part 
of  the  people  of  Ireland,  been  able  to 
lire  on  to  the  present  day.  Now,  what 
they  asked  was  that  an  ad  interim  grant 
should  be  given  to  the  TjQiTereity  Col- 
lege, and  he  did  not  consider  that  that 
was  an  unreasonable  demand,  seeing 
that  it  bad  done  more  eduoational  work 
than  two  of  the  other  OoUeges— namely, 
the  Queen's  Colleges  of  Cork  and  Gal- 
way.  It  had  done  more  work  of  an 
educational  character  than  two  of  the 
Colleges  that  they  were  asked  that  night 
to  Tote  money  to  support.  Ho  confessed 
he  could  not  see  on  what  ground  the 
Oovemment  could  ask  them  to  continue 
the  Vote  for  the  Queen's  Colleges  when 
they  would  do  nothing  to  assist  the  only 
Catholic  College  in  Ireland.  With  re- 
gard to  the  ultimate  solution  of  this  ques- 
tion, he  was  very  much  in  favour  of  its 
being  based  upon  the  suggestion  of  the 
hon.  Uember  for  Oalway  (Ur.  T.  P. 
O'Connor).  It  waa  far  better,  in  his  opi- 
nion, that  University  education  in  Ire- 
land should  be  spread  as  far  as  possible 
over  the  whole  country,  because  if  the 
Colleges  were  concentrated  in  two  or 
three  of  the  large  towns,  the  poorer 
classes,  who  could  not  afford  to  send 
their  sons  to  distant  places  of  education, 
would  be  practically  excluded  from  the 
benefits  they  might  otherwise  receive. 
In  the  country  where  University  educa- 
tion bad  been  most  satisfactory,  he  al- 
luded to  Germany,  the  system  pursued 
had  been  to  spread  over  the  entire  coun- 
try a  great  number  of  small  local  Col- 
leges ;  and  even  in  Russia  the  same  plan 
was  being  adopted,  so  that  University 
eduoation  was  open  to  the  very  poorest 
class  of  the  community.  Bussia  was  a 
country  which  was  generally  considered 
to  be  tremendoufily  bsokward  in  its  sys- 
tem of  education  ;  and  yet,  even  there, 
the  opportunity  was  afforded  to  all  classes 
of  the  people,  to  those  of  very  small 
means  at  well  as  to  the  rich,  to  obtain  t 
Collegiate  education.  What  was  son 
asked  was  that  something  like  the  sami 
advantages  should  be  given  to  the  peoplt 
oflreland.  They  required  that  Collegiate 
education  should  be  widened  as  much  as 
possible  in  that  country,  so  that  those 
who  might  decire  the  advantages  of  a 
higher  eduoation  should  not  be  debarred 
from  obtaining  it  by  the  cost  of  sending 
Mr.  O'Kelly 


their  sons  to  places  far  away  from  the 
looslitiea  in  which  they  resided.  By  con- 
centrating  the  Colleges  in  a  few  of  the 
larger  towns  they  would  thereby  abut 
out  the  poorer  classes  living  in  the 
poorer  diatriots.  all  of  whom  ought  to 
be  able  to  share  in  the  educational  en- 
dowments of  the  country.  As  a  Weatem 
man — asaCounaugbt  man — he  felt  very 
strongly  on  this  point.  There  seemed 
to  be  an  idea  in  certain  quarters  that 
the  Collegiate  institutions  should  be  con- 
centrated in  Ulster,  Leinater,  and  Mun- 
ster.  To  that  suggestion  he,  for  one, 
was  very  strongly  opposed,  and  be 
warned  the  Committee  that  any  propoai- 
tion  of  that  kind  would  meet  with  strong 
opposition  from  the  Connaught  Mem* 
bers  in  that  House.  They  desired  tliat 
whatever  scheme  of  Collegiate  Uni- 
versity eduoation  might  be  adopted 
hereafter  they,  in  Connaught,  should 
have  the  advantage  of  a  local  edaca* 
tional  institution  by  the  maintenance  of 
the  Galway  College,  not  under  present 
oonditioos,  because  ander  them  it  woa 
quite  uselesp,  but  under  such  conditiona 
as  would  enable  the  Catholic  people  of 
Connaught  to  go  to  the  College  and 
profit  by  it.  They  wanted  that  College 
to  be  maintained,  so  that  the  people  of 
that  Province,  who  were  the  poorest 
people  in  Ireland,  might  be  enabled  to 
avail  tbemaelvea  of  the  advantages  of  the 
University  education  of  the  country. 

M:r.  O'BBIEN  said,  the  hon.  and 
learned  Uember  for  Kildare  (Ifr.  Mel- 
don)  had  posseased  considerable  in- 
fluence with  the  late  Government ;  but 
it  did  not  appear  that  thatinflueaoe  had 
rendered  any  service  to  the  Irish  people 
as  far  as  the  question  of  University  edu- 
oation was  concerned.  At  thesametima, 
he  must  confess  that  he  (Mr.  O'Brien) 
was  somewhat  disappointed  at  finding 
that  the  Members  of  the  present  Ad- 
ministration were  not  able  to  see  their 
way  to  offering  some  concession  to  the 
universal  chorus  of  Irish  opinion  as  ex- 
pressed from  those  Benches  in  reference 
to  the  somewhat  vague,  although  he  be- 
lieved be  might  say  enlightened  and 
large-mioded,  observations  which  had 
been  made  that  evening  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had,  he  thought,  plainly  confessed  that 
the  Queen's  Colleges,  with  the  exception 
of  the  Belfast  College,  however  good  or 
bad  their  condition  might  have  originally 
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been,  had  failed  in  aohieviog  tbe  pur- 
pose for  which  they  were  desigoed,  juat 
aa  the  Disestabliehed  Church  bad  failed, 
and  just  as  every  other  institution  of  a 
distasteful  character  that  the  Emtlieh 
(iovemment  might  attempt  to  acclima- 
tize among  the  Irish  people  was  bound 
to  fail.  It  was  nniversally  admitted  that 
those  Colleges  had  not  done  the  work  they 
were  intended  to  do ;  while,  on  the  other 
band,  it  was  aleo  generally  admitted  that 
the  Catholic  University  College  of  Dub- 
lin had  produced  what  the  right  bon. 
Oentleman  had  rightly  called  "  surpris- 
ing results."  Noattempthadbeen  made 
to  defend  the  Vote  the  Committee  was 
now  asked  to  pass  for  these  Queen's 
Colleges;  and  not  the  slightest  attempt 
liad  been  made  to  show  that  they  bad 
accomplished  successful  work  in  return 
for  the  money  that  had  been  granted  by 
Parliament.  It  seemed  to  him  that  if 
they  vere  asked  to  vote  money  under 
such  aa  nnsattsfoctory  state  of  af- 
fairs for  further  expenditure  on  the 
Qaeen's  Colleges,  the  least  they  could 
expect  from  the  Oovemment  was  that 
it  should  extend  a  helping  hand  to 
an  institution  which  had  done  far  bet- 
ter work,  and  which  to  his  mind  had 
produced  the  only  good  effect  which  the 
Kojal  University  had  as  yet  achieved, 
in  having  shown  that,  at  all  eveDts,  the 
ability  lay  on  the  Catholic  side,  while 
the  endowments  were,  unfortunately,  al- 
vays  on  the  other.  It  was  utterly  im- 
poesihle  to  defend  a  state  of  things 
which  gave  vast  endowments  for  pur- 
poses of  purely  secular  education,  of 
which  at  least  four-fifths  of  the  Irish 
people  were  unable  to  avail  themselves 
without  wounding  their  religions  feel- 
ings and  self-respect.  The  statement 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  al- 
though in  one  respect  encouraging,  left 
the  matter  in  an  exceedingly  unsatiafao- 
tor;  condition  ;  and  be  trusted  that  even 
yet,  before  the  debate  was  brought  to  a 
close,  some  Member  of  the  Oovernment 
would  make  a  satisfactory  reply  to  the 
observations  of  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Uember  for  Csrlow  (Mr.  Gray)  with  rs- 
ference  to  the  scheme  of  University  re- 
form which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
foreshadowed  that  evening.  It  was 
utterly  impossible  that  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland  should  accept  as  a  satisfactory 
arrangement  any  proposal  based  on  the 
same  principle  as  tbe  Intermediate  Edu- 
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calioD  Act,  or  any  scheme  which  merely 
promised  to  offer  further  educational 
prizes.  Equality,  absolute  equality, 
in  matters  of  higher  education  the  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland  were  determined  to 
have  ;  and  he  trusted  that  either  now, 
or,  at  any  rate,  in  the  next  Session  of 
Parliament,  if  the  present  Government 
should  continue  to  hold  Office,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  tbe  Chancollor  of  tbe 
Exchequer  would  make  up  his  mind  to 
give  up,  boldly  and  once  for  all,  this 
experiment  of  the  Queen's  Colleges,  and 
to  offer  the  Irish  people  a  really  Na- 
tional University,  nith  endowments  pro- 
portioned to  the  different  creeds  of  the 
country,  so  that  all  parties  could  share 
in  the  education  it  would  afford. 

Ub.  I>EASY  said,  he  bad  to  com- 
plain that  the  standard  of  education  ia 
the  Queen's  College,  Cork,  was  exceed- 
ingly low,  and  that  tbe  College  produced 
very  few  graduates  besidss  medical  men. 
At  the  same  time,  however,  tbe  College 
had,  in  one  sense,  been  a  comparative 
success ;  and  the  people  of  that  part  of 
Ireland  would  sacrifice  a  great  deal  be- 
fore giving  up  that  establishment.  Still, 
he  urged  it  was  absolutely  necessary 
that  tbe  entire  management  of  that  in- 
stitution should  be  changed,  so  that 
other  advantages  beyond  the  practice  of 
medicine  might  be  offered  to  the  gra- 
duates. The  inferiority  of  the  standard 
of  education  in  that  College  had  been 
demonstrated  over  and  over  again.  He 
remembered  a  debate  which  took  place 
on  this  question  of  University  education 
last  Session,  and  on  that  occasion  statis- 
tics were  adduced  by  hon.  Members  on 
those  Benches  which  tended  to  show 
that  the  standard  of  education  given  in 
the  Queen's  College,  Cork,  was  much 
lower  than  that  of  almost  any  similar 
institution  in  Ireland.  Any  young  man, 
not  having  the  slightest  knowledge  of 
Latin,  Greek,  or  French,  might,  in  the 
course  of  five  or  six  weeks,  cram  up  to 
pass  an  examination  in  that  College,  and 
so  scramble  through,  and  obtain  a  de- 
gree very  often  in  Edinburgh  that  would 
enable  him  afterwards  to  practise  aa  a 
doctor  of  medicine  on  the  credulity  of 
the  people.  The  people  of  the  Cork 
district  had  not  the  eligbteet  conGdencs 
in  the  existing  management  of  Queen's 
College,  Cork.  The  Catholics  who 
went  there  made  use  of  the  College 
because  there  was  no  other  for  them 
to   go   to.     Xbe  Corporation  of  Cork 
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laat  year  passed  a  reaolution  to  tbn 
effect  that  the  manaf^ement  uf  the  Col- 
lega  ought  to  be  changed  altogether, 
and  that  it  should  be  placed  in  entirely 
different  hands,  bo  that  it  might  be  de- 
voted to  the  education  of  the  Catholic 
population.  It  might  be  said  that  that 
would  be  an  injustice  to  the  Protestants 
of  Uunster ;  but  that  was  not  the  fact, 
because  the  Protestants  residing  in  that 
part  of  the  country  were,  for  the  moat 
part,  in  a  position  that  would  enable 
them  to  send  their  aona  to  the  Univer- 
sity at  Dublin,  whereas  the  Catholic 
population  were  for  the  moat  part  ex- 
tremely poor.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
imagined  that  the  people  of  Ireland 
would  be  satisfied  with  the  maintenance 
of  the  Queen's  Colleges  in  their  present 
state,  and  would  not  demand  that  thej 
should  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Catholio  population  in  a  manner  very 
different  to  that  in  whioh  the  funds 
were  at  present  expeDded,  he  was  mak- 
ing a  great  and  grievous  mistake.  The 
people  of  the  South  of  Ireland,  who 
ought  to  be  able  to  avail  themeelvea  of 
the  College  at  Cork,  were  mainly  Catho- 
lics ;  and  if  they  had  any  other  place  to 
send  their  sons  to,  tboy  would  not  send 
them  to  the  Queen'a  College,  where  the 
education  given  was  merely  of  a  secular 
character.  He  trusted  that  in  any 
scheme  Her  Majesty's  Oovemment 
might  bring  forward  for  the  purpose  of 
re-adjusting  this  question  of  Irish  Uni- 
versity education  they  would  have  re- 
gard to  the  fact  that  the  Cork  Uueen'e 
College  was  in  ever;  way  admirably 
equipped  for  carrying  out  the  work  it 
ought  to  do,  as  far  as  buildings  and 
general  appliances  were  concerned,  and 
that  it  would  be  a  great  mistake  to  abo- 
lish it  aa  an  educational  establishment, 
while  it  would  be  an  equal  mistake  to 
continue  ita  present  management.  In 
order  to  satisfy  the  desires  of  the  Irish 
people  on  this  point,  there  ought  to  be 
at  least  two  or  three  Colleges  entirely 
under  Catholic  control.  The  Queen's 
College,  Belfast,  they  would  gladly  hand 
over  entirely  to  the  Froteetants;  but 
they  certainly  did  demand,  and  would 
continue  to  demand  until  the  question 
was  settled  to  their  satiefaction,  that 
they  should  have  fair  play  in  this 
matter.  Fair  play  was  all  they  asked, 
and  he  very  much  regretted  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of 
^r.  Deasy 
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the  Exchequer  bad  not  given  a  more 
satisfactory  response  to  the  representB- 
tions  of  the  Irish  Members.  He  waa 
glad,  however,  that  they  had  now  an 
undertaking  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment that  the  question  should  receive 
their  best  attention  during  the  autumn  ; 
and  he  hoped  the  Ghivernment  would  \>a 
in  a  position,  if  they  should  retain  Office 
during  the  next  Parliament,  to  ofiTer 
better  terms  than  were  now  accorded  to 
the  Irish  people.  He  wae  sorry  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Kildare 
[Mr.  Meldon),  who  had  taken  the  part 
of  the  late  Government,  had  not  used 
any  of  bis  influence  with  that  Govern- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a 
proper  adjustment  of  this  question.  It 
would  have  been  a  matter  of  the  very 
slightest  possible  difficulty  for  the  late 
Government,  with  its  majority  of  120  or 
130,  to  have  settled  the  question  in  any 
way  they  might  have  desired.  They 
knew  very  well  what  were  the  wishee 
and  aspirations  of  the  Irish  people ; 
they  knew  what  it  was  that  the  Irish 
Hierarchy  demanded  ;  and  they  might 
have  brought  in  and  passed  a  measure 
that  would  have  satisfactorily  met  those 
requirements,  if  tbey  had  been  so  dis- 
posed. It  was  possible  that  this  ques- 
tion would  be  made  one  of  the  war  cries 
of  the  Liberal  Party  at  the  approaohing* 
General  Election,  and  the  constituencies 
might  be  asked  to  give  them  their  sup- 
port on  the  pledge  that  the  question  of 
University  education  in  Ireland  would 
be  settled  by  them  in  accordance  with 
the  wishes  and  desires  of  the  Irish 
people.  If  any  such  cry  should  be  raised 
by  the  Liberal  Party,  he,  for  one,  ahould 
decline  to  believe  them.  He  should 
very  much  prefer  to  trust  even  to  the 
partial' promise  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  given  that  evening,  than 
to  place  confidence  in  the  most  explicit 
atatements  that  could  be  made  by  any 
of  the  Gentlemen  occupying  seats  on 
the  Front  Opposition  Bench.  And  with 
regard  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Kildare,  he 
(Mr.  Deasy)  wae  convinced  that,  in 
spite  of  the  anxiety  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  to  obtain  a  settle- 
ment of  this  question,  he  would  be  un- 
able to  make  his  views  prevail  should 
the  late  Government  again  assume  Office, 
unless  the  Irish  Members  were  returned 
with  sufficient  strength  to  insure  ac- 
quiescence in  their  demands.     Before 
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eondnding  Ms  remarks,  he  must  erpreaa 
a  hope  th«t  the  right  hon.  Oentlemau 
the  Chsnoellor  of  the  Exchequer  and 
hie  CoUeagneB  vould  duly  coaeider  the 
postioD  ofthe  Cork  Queen's  College  be- 
fora  the  whole  qaestioa  should  be  de- 
aided.  He  onght  to  bear  in  mind  that 
the  people  of  Cork  were  willing  to  make 
almott  any  saorifioe  for  the  purpose  of 
maintaiDingtheCollege,  as  they  regarded 
it  ■«  of  tbe  utmost  importance  that  some 
Collie  should  exist  in  that  locality. 
Thero  was  a  laige  population  in  the  diatriot 
who  were  anxious  to  avail  themselves 
of  sack  an  institution ;  and,  therefore, 
it  weald  be  nothing  short  of  a  national 
diMster  if  the  College  were  removed. 
At  the  aama  time,  they  were  very  de- 
■irons  of  seeing  the  management  of  the 
College  changed  in  the  direction  he  had 
indicated 

M«.  NEWDEGATE  said,  he  had  a 
strong  feeling  in  common  with  the  hon. 
ICembers  for  Ireland,  whose  neighbour 
he  bad  been  for  the  last  fire  years.  The 
feelJBg  he  had  entertained  in  favour  of 
meeting  the  legitimate  demands  of  the 
Irish  people  had  never  been  lessened. 
In  the  great  struggle  that  had  inaugu- 
nUad  what  was  now  the  old  question  of 
commercial  polio;,  he  had  had  for  bis 
aDies  the  Irish  Uembera ;  and  they  were 
in  the  right,  for  Ireland  had  undoubtedly 
saSeredseverelynnderthatsystem.  And 
on  a  reoent  oocasion  he  was  proud  to  see 
the  Irish  Members  assisting  in  vindi- 
cating that  House  against  the  invasion 
of  Atheitm.  This  had  warmed  him  to 
Iielaod  more,  perhaps,  than  any  other 
drennutanoe  in  regud  to  which  he  had 
been  in  alliance  with  the  Irish  Members, 
He  must  tell  those  Members,  however, 
that  hie  long  experience  in  that  House 
had  warned  him  that  there  was  an  in- 
floence  dominant  in  Ireland  that  would 
pnvent  the  Irish  people  from  being 
satisfied  with  any  educational  or  re- 
ligions establishment  that  oould  be  pos- 
nbly  brought  into  existence  or  be  re- 
oi^anized  by  the  present  Government, 
mleas  the  preponderatiDg  power  of  the 
finnan  Catholic  Hierarchy  and  of  the 
idigions  Orders  of  the  Church  of  Home 
were  made  absolute  over  such  a  system- 
This  was  a  great  misfortune  to  the 
Usited  'Kingaam,  and  a  source  of  deep 
suffering  to  Ireland,  and  be  was  sorry 
to  see  that  the  disposition  to  submit  to 
u  alien  Power  was  not  relinquished  b; 
Ion.  Members  opposite,  but  that,  on  the 
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contrary,  they  took  every  opportunity 
of  manifesting  it.  Would  hon.  Members 
opposite  acknowledge  the  justice  of  that 
observation?  [Cm*  o/"  "  No!  ""j  He 
had  studied  the  subject  deeply.  He 
believed  they  would  admit  he  had.  Ha 
remembered  the  contest  about  May- 
nooth.  The  House  had  already  yielded 
on  that  subject  to  tbe  demands  of  the 
Soman  Catholic  Party  in  Ireland.  Had 
that  yielding  produced  anything  like  a 
permanent  satisfaction?  The  conduct 
of  his  late  neighbours  on  the  Opposition 
Benches  proved  the  contrary  that  even- 
ing. Did  they  think  that  the  Protestant 
Members  of  that  House  would  for  ever 
attempt  to  satisfy  an  insatiate  demand? 
He  put  it  to  hoB.  Members  opposite,  as 
one  who  was  by  no  means  adverse  to 
them  or  to  their  country,  that,  having 
been  united  with  them  upon  one  or  two 
great  questions,  and  having  thus  learnt 
the  value  of  co-operation,  they  should 
endeavour  to  think  for  themselves,  and 
free  themselves  from  the  domination  of 
that  influence  which  was  bent  on  giving 
them  a  seDarate  existence  from  the  rest 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  so  would 
not  allow  them  to  acknowledge  the  jus- 
tice of  any  concession  the  present  Go- 
vernment might  be  rational  enough  to 
make.  He  had  spoken  this  much  with 
no  feeling  of  ill-will.  On  the  contrary, 
he  fully  acknowledged  the  bonds  of 
union  that  bad  existed  between  him 
and  hon.  Members  oppoeite;  but  he 
did  piay  them  to  break  from  tbe  Ultra- 
montane dictation  of  the  Church  of 
Borne,  for,  unless  they  did,  there  would 
be  a  constant  tendency  towards  feelings 
of  positive  hostility  against  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  United  Kingdom. 

Mr.  KENNY  said,  they  must  accept 
the  promises  made  by  the  Government 
in  the  belief  that  they  had  every  desire 
to  fulfil  their  good  intentions  with  re- 
gard to  University  education  in  Ireland. 
Although  they  did  not  ace  their  way  to 
accede  to  the  request  made  from  those 
Benches  with  regard  to  the  Catholio 
University  College  of  Dublin,  such  a 
step,  if  they  oould  only  agree  to  take 
it,  had  been  rendered  additionally  easy 
by  the  fact  that  the  education  scheme 
for  the  Queen's  Colleges  bad  shown  a 
substantial  decrease  this  year — that  do- 
crease  amounting  to  nearly  £2,000.  If 
tbe  amonnt  of  that  decrease  were  to  be 
given  for  the  purpose  of  assistung  in 
I  maintaining    tbe   Catholio    University 
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Oolloge  in  Dublin,  it  would,  he  felt  cer- 
tain, be  cheerfully  accepted  by  the  Irish 
Hembers,  and  would  go  a  long  way 
towards  remedying*  the  extreme  incon- 
venience and  difficulty  experienced  by 
those  who  were  endeavouring  to  carry 
on  the  work  of  that  Institution.  He 
greatly  regretted  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  not  seen  bis  way  to 
making  a  grant,  even  to  the  extent  of 
£1,700  or  £2,000,  in  the  direction  de- 
manded. Had  be  done  that,  it  would 
have  gone  far  to  allay  any  feeling  of 
irritation  that  might  have  existed  among 
the  Irish  Membera  on  this  subject. 
When  the  Government  dealt  with  the 
question  next  year,  be  trusted  they 
would  do  so  on  the  broadest  possible 
basis,  and  he,  for  one,  should  be 
strongly  opposed  to  any  proposal  in 
the  direction  of  removing  Uie  existing 
Queen's  Oolleges.  What  was  wanted 
with  regard  to  those  Colleges  was  not 
that  they  should  be  destroyed,  but  that 
they  might  be  reformed  and  turned  into 
teally  useful  institutiona,  which  would 
be  the  result,  if  they  were  reformed  in 
the  directioD  required  by  the  Irish  Uem- 
beis.  In  that  event,  he  felt  certain  they 
would  be  taken  advantage  of  by  the 
Irish  people,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  they  had  hitherto  been  regarded  by 
popular  opinion  in  Ireland  with  great 
aversion,  although  there  could  be  no 
doubt  that  they  had  effected  a  oonsider- 
able  amount  of  good,  and  had  certainly 
been  the  means  of  educating  a  large 
numberofpsrsonswho  had  subsequently 
succeeded  to  positions  of  great  eminence. 
There  were  many  men  who  graduated 
in  the  Queen's  Colleges  in  Ireland  who 
were  at  the  present  time  enjoying  dis- 
tinguished positions  in  England.  Many 
of  them  had  risen  to  high  eminence  in 
England,  and  many  elsewhere.  There 
was  nothing  in  the  system  itself —in  the 
mere  professional  teaching  belonging  to 
the  system — which,  so  far  as  he  could 
see,  was  bad.  These  Colleges  simply 
required  reformation,  in  the  direction 
in  which  the  people  were  anxious  to 
obtain  it,  for  the  protection  of  youth, 
and  in  certain  other  respects  in  which, 
at  present,  there  was  considerable 
danger.  He  was  certain  that,  with  a 
little  care,  these  institutions  could  be 
made  extremely  useful  and  valuable. 
He  was  in  favour  of  establishing  in 
Ireland,  in  support  of  a  great  central 
College,  as  many  University  Oolleges 
Ml"-  Kmni/ 
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as  possible,  where  the  youth  of  eaah 
county  might  be  sent  to  study,  and  thus 
be  properly  equipped  at  the  expense  td 
the  Government.  The  expense  of  the 
education  received  ought  to  be  a  mini- 
mum  in  a  poor  country  like  Ireland. 
It  should  be  the  duty  of  the  Government 
to  undertake  the  education  of  the  youth 
of  the  country ;  and,  to  a  certain  extent, 
this  should  be  done  at  the  expense  of 
the  State,  thus  reducing  the  expense  of 
the  education  to  the  people  as  largedy  as 
possible,  until  it  reached  a  minimnm, 
as  in  Germany,  and,  to  a  great  extent, 
in  Scotland.  In  that  way,  a  great  deal 
might  be  done  for  the  intellectual  and 
moral  and  social  advancement  of  the 
people  of  Ireland,  and  if  it  were  once 
recognized  that  it  was  to  the  intereet  of 
the  State  that  the  youth  of  the  oountrj 
should  be  properly  educated,  the  greatest 
possible  advantage  would,  in  the  future, 
flow  from  the  fact. 

Coi-ONBL  NOLAN  said,  he  wished  to 
point  out  to  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Warwickshire  (Mr.  Newdegate)  that  he 
had  fallen  into  a  mistake  as  to  the  posi- 
tion take  up  by  the  Catholic  Bishops 
and  priests  in  Ireland.  He  (Oolonel 
Nolan)  had  understood  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man  to  say  that  the  Catholic  Bishops 
and  clergy  wanted  to  be  supreme  in  t£.e 
Colleges,  and  the  hon.  Gentleman  went 
on  to  warn  the  Committee  against  al- 
lowing any  such  supremacy  to  be  estab- 
lished. But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  th^ 
did  not  wish  to  be  supreme.  So  far  ■« 
he  (Colonel  Nolan)  knew  their  viewflt 
and  he  thought  he  knew  them  pret^ 
well,  he  had  always  heard  them  eay 
that,  BO  far  from  wishing  to  be  supreme, 
they  were  most  anxious  to  have  a  State 
inspection  as  to  the  results  obtained — 
that  they  would  like  the  Stato  Exa- 
miners to  see  that  the  pu|>ils  were  good 
in  mathematics,  in  medicine,  in  arts, 
and  in  any  other  subjects  that  ware 
taught.  Tikat  he  believed  to  be  the  opi- 
nion of  a  great  majority  of  the  Bishops 
— he  could  not,  of  course,  say  that  it 
was  held  by  every  one  of  them — and 
they  did  not  require  any  supremacy  at  all. 
They  only  wanted  to  be  supreme  in  one 
subject — that  of  religious  instruotioB. 
Of  course,  they  would  like  to  have  their 
own  way  on  subjects  bearing  upon  reli- 
gion, and  he  thought  that  was  a  very 
mild  request  on  their  part.  Of  oourse, 
there  were  certain  subjects  closely  con- 
nected with  religioa  wher?  a  certain 
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■mount  of  influence  ilioiild  be  left  to 
tbem;  and  u  b  general  rule,  other 
things  being  eqaai,  it  wu  no  doubt  de- 
■irable  that  the  itudente  Bboaldbetanght 
bj  people  of  their  ovni  faith.  He  did 
sot,  howerer,  lay  that  there  might  sot 
be  eiceptioDB  to  this — raoh  subjects,  for 
inatuce,  m  mathematics,  and  certain 
othen— but,  as  a  general  rule,  teachers 
of  the  aame  faitb  would  be  preferred. 
But  they  ^id  not  object  to  examiners  of 
■nj  religion  examining  and  testing  the 
Btadeats,  so  that  the  State  vhich  paid 
ths  moDsj  might  see  that  it  got  toll 
Tslae  for  it.  The  Bishops  and  clergy, 
howerer,  did  not  wish  for  anj  eupre- 
JDKj.  The  hon.  Uember  for  North 
Wirwickahire,  although  he  began  with 
pretty  compliments,  soon  lapsed  into  his 
older  manner  of  speech  ;  and  be  (Colonel 
NoUd)  would  Uke  to  tiak  that  hon.  Hen- 
tlemsn  to  look  at  the  obserrations  which 
bid  been  made  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Eicbeqner,  for  he  did  not  think  the 
hon.  Qentlem&n  waa  preeent  when  the 
Choneellor  of  the  Exonequer  oddresaed 
the  Comauttee.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
£uheqner  reminded  the  Committee  that 
it  Memed  absurd  now,  when  religions 
of  all  hinds  had  to  oontond  with  infi- 
delity, for  one  religion  to  attompt  to 
WTow  irreligion  by  combating  with 
wme  other  religion.  Of  course,  the 
loD.  If  ember  for  North  Warwickshire 
'K  always  perfectly  sore  that  he  waa 
igbt  in  ererything— in  fact,  nobody 
«nld  be  orthodox  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Id-  Gentleman  unless  he  accepted  that 
urn.  Gentleman's  particular  dozy.  The 
ion.  Gentleman  was  so  certain,  that  he 
nnid  not  imagine  the  possibility  of  any- 
wdy  believing  in  any  other  religion 
laring  any  daim  on  lua  oonstderation. 
^e  hen.  Qentleman  would  like  the  Ca- 
bles to  join  him,  but  would  not  allow 
iiem  any  equality  in  their  own  religion. 
Int  he  (Oolonel  Nolan)  was  not  much 
fraid  of  the  point  .which  the  hon.  Gen- 
leman  raised.  He  was  not  much  afraid 
t  on  intolerant  Protestant  spirit  in 
^land.  He  saw  vezy  little  of  it ;  and 
e  ni  far  more  afnud  of  the  advocatea 
f  mixed  education,  who  wanted  no  re- 
gion at  all.  These  were  the  people 
e  was  afraid  of — they  objected  to  all 
10  Queen's  Colleges.  He  was  sorry 
lat  the  Chanoellra  of  the  Exchequer 
*A  not  risen  again  to  explain  his  views 
little  more  definitely,  for  several  Uem- 
)rs  would  like  a  little  more  definition 
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of  views  which,  though  very  good  so  far 
as  they  went,  would  be  better  if  they 
were  more  clearly  defined.  No  doubt, 
one  reason  wby  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man bad  not  spoken  again  was  the 
lamentable  atato  of  the  Front  Oppodtioa 
Bench.  There  had  been  no  one  there 
during  the  progress  of  this  important 
debate.  If  there  hod  been  anyone  there 
to  speak  and  assist  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  in  defining  his  views,  no 
doubt  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  might 
have  got  up  again  and  placed  them  be- 
fore the  Committee  in  a  more  favourable 
aspect.  As  the  matter  stood,  he  quito 
underetood  the  difficulty  that  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  would  have  in 
speaking  again  when  the  usual  occu- 
pants of  the  Front  Opposition  Bench 
were  all  absent.  Of  course,  the  general 
outline  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
views  was  pretty  good.  The  right  hon. 
Ocntlomnn  said  he  was  certain  that 
there  was  not  too  much  money  spent  on 
Ireland,  and  that  his  idea  for  the  future 
was  that  there  should  be  payment  by 
results.  He  (Colonel  Nolan)  thought 
that  if  the  Government  would  wholly  go 
in  for  payment  by  results  the  system 
would  not  be  so  bad ;  but  he  did  not  sea 
bow  that  could  be  done.  He  would  not 
like  to  see  either  Trinity  College  or  Bel- 
fast College  destroyed,  for  they  were 
doing  very  good  work.  The  Catholics 
did  not  wish  to  upset  the  religion  of 
people  who  differed  from  them.  Bat  if 
there  was  pa3rment  by  results,  and 
Trinity  College  and  Belfast  College  com- 
peted, the  share  of  the  Catholics  would 
only  be  one-half  or  one-third  of  what 
they  ought  to  get.  The  total  sum  to  be 
divided  was  diminished,  and  the  Catho- 
lics were  handicapped  by  the  fact  that 
the  Protestants  nad  this  Collegiate 
training  given  to  them  to  compete  with 
the  Catholics  in  the  open  market.  Under 
these  drcamatances,  and  remembering 
what  was  the  general  practice  and  cus- 
tom all  over  the  world,  and  that  it  waa 
the  wish  of  the  Irish  people  that  there 
should  be  some  Collegiate  training,  he 
did  not  think  that  a  bore  system  of  pay- 
ment by  resnlts  would  do  in  Ireland. 
The  Catitolics  ought  to  have  a  couple  or 
three  Colleges — one  in  Dublin,  one  in 
Qalway,  and  one  in  Cork.  If  those 
Colleges  were  given  to  them,  be  did  not 
at  all  say  that  only  Catholic  students 
should  go  through  them..  They  should 
be  protected  by  a  Conscience  Clause  lik^ 
N  2 
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that  of  Trinity  College,  so  that  anybody 
could  go  through  them,  and  use  them 
just  as  much  aa  Trinity  College  was 
used.  This  eohemetraspeTfectly  feasible 
— there  was  no  diffioulty  about  it  at  all. 
HehadheardCatholicclergjmenBaythat 
the  religion  of  a  Catholio  was  much  safer 
in  Trinity  Collage  than  in  the  Queen's 
Colleges ;  and  in  the  same  way,  Protes- 
tants would  be  in  a  better  position  for 
keeping  their  own  faith  if  they  were  in 
a  Catholio  College  protected  by  a  strong 
CoDsoience  Clause  than  in  a  College 
where  totally  different  arrangemeDta 
prevailed,  aa  in  Cork  and  Galway.  Thi^ 
would  be  the  true  solution  of  the  ques- 
tion. It  was  not  a  new  one,  for  even  in 
the  Catholio  College  now  in  Dublin, 
formerly  called  the  Dublin  University, 
Protestants  occasionally  went  in,  think- 
ing that  they  had  a  better  chance  of 
oarrying  off  partioular  prizes.  The  Pro- 
testants in  Oalway  would  not  be  in  a 
nmoh  worse  position  than  now,  if  at  all, 
and  the  immense  bulk  of  the  population 
of  Q-alway  and  Cork  would  get  fair  play, 
whioh  they  did  not  get  at  present.  He 
hoped  that  before  the  present  Session  of 
Parliament  was  brought  to  a  close,  or, 
at  all  events,  immediately  afterwards, 
they  would  have  the  views  of  the  Oo- 
verment  laid  fully  before  the  country  in 
a  somewhat  more  definite  form.  It  was 
only  fair,  before  the  great  appeal  was 
made  to  the  country,  that  they  should 
hear  a  little  more  ^m  a  Conservative 
Qovemment  on  this  very  important 
question.  What  they  had  heard  so  far 
wae  by  no  means  unsatisfactory— it  was, 
on  the  whole,  good,  and  not  wanting  in 
courage  on  the  part  of  the  Qovemment ; 
but  be  thought  they  really  ought  to  hear 
whether  they  were  to  have  in  Ireland  a 
system  of  education  whioh  was  to  suit 
the  fancies  of  England,  or  a  system 
which  was  to  suit  Ireland  herself.  Of 
course,  he  agreed  with  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  that  all  difficulties  as  to 
the  granting  of  degrees  had  been  re- 
moved by  the  action  taken  in  1679.  The 
whole  question  of  education,  from  its 
primary  up  to  its  University  branches, 
was  rapid^  becoming  in  England,  Ire- 
land, and  Scotland  a  question  of  the  dis- 
tribution of  money.  The  Catholics  com- 
plained that  all  their  endowments  put 
together  only  amounted  to  about  £6,000, 
while  those  of  the  Protestants,  or 
the  mixed  endowments,  amounted  to 
£104,000;  and  the  Catholics  thought 
C'pionri  ^olart 
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that  the  proportion  should  be  sometbiag 
like  hslf-aud-half,  or  that  they  them- 
selves ought  to  get  about  three -foortlu. 
If  they  got  half-and-half,  however,  they 
would  be  content.  But  he  hoped  that 
the  annoimcement  which  bad  been  made 
by  the  Qovernment  would  be  followed 
up  by  something  move  definite  within 
a  reasonable  time,  because  the  matter 
should  not  be  allowed  to  rest  where  it 
was.  

Mb.  NBWDEGATE  said,  he  would 
not  tre^ass  upon  the  Committee  with 
any  oommenta  as  to  the  difference 
between  Ultramoatanism  and  what  was 
called  Oallicanism,  or  as  to  the  dif- 
ferences which  existed  in  the  Church 
of  Bome  itself;  but  what  he  feared 
was  that  when  the  proposal  of  the 
scheme  of  the  hen.  and  gallant  Member 
for  Qalway  (Coionel  Nolan)  and  others 
was  made  before  the  House,  it  would  be 
found  to  be  deeply  tinctured  with  Ultn- 
montanism,  which  meant  the  domiaion 
of  the  Papal  Court. 

Question  put. 

The  ICommittee  diviitd: — Ayes  87; 
Noes  29 :  Majority  S8.  —  (Div.  List, 
No.  254.) 

(2.)  £108,441,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Prisons,  Ireland. 

Mb.  BBODBICK  add,  he  thought  the 
Committee  ought  to  have  some  few  words 
of  explanation  with  regard  to  some  of 
the  questions  involved  in  the  Tote.  It 
would  be  obvious  to  any  Member  of  tlie 
Committee  who  had  read  the  Beport 
presented  by  the  Boyal  Commissioners  a 
year  ago,  that  some  explanation  was 
needed  for  the  items  in  this  Estimate, 
which  wore  obviously  incompatible  with 
some  of  the  main  suggestions  of  the  Be- 
port. The  first  point  which  arose  was 
that  aa  to  the  concentration  of  the 
prisons  proposed  by  the  Boyal  Commis- 
sioners. He  greatly  regretted  that  no 
Member  of  the  late  Administration  con- 
nected with  Irish  afEairs  was  now  pre- 
sent. He  might  say  that  it  was  a  mat- 
ter for  regret  that  in  the  whole  coarse 
of  these  Estimates,  and  especially  the 
Irish  Estimates,  the  Front  Opposition 
Bench  had  been  totally,  or  almost  en- 
tirely, deserted,  and  although  they  all 
understood  that  right  hon.  and  hon. 
QenUemen  did  not  feel  called  upon  to 
give  so  much  attention  to  these  matters 
when  they  were  out  of  Office  as  theyd^ 
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Then  they  they  vere  in  Office,  Ktill, 
liariDgfrftined  the  Estimates  themaelveB, 
they  ought  to  be  here  to  defend  them. 
The  atrictures  that  it  might  be  his  duty 
topaunpon  them  would,  of  course,  be 
cut  into  the  empty  air ;  but  he  hoped 
that  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  the  pre- 
sent Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir 
William  Hart  Dyke)  mif^ht  be  able. 
from  the  records  of  his  Office,  to  supply 
Bone  information  as  to  what  seemed  to 
be  a  considerable  lapse  of  duty  on  the 
part  of  the  late  Ohief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land. On  this  question  of  the  ooncentrB' 
tion  of  prisons,  the  Commission  had  two 
objects  in  view — one,  better  maintenance 
of  discipline  in  the  prisons ;  and  theotfaer, 
the  great  decrease  of  expense  irhioh 
might  foUoir  aome  proper  Bcheiue  of 
ooocentration-  With  regard  to  these 
important  matters,  a  Seport  was  pre- 
sented nearly  a  year  ago ;  but  uo  eteps 
had  heen  taken  in  the  past  year,  and  no 
steps  would  havo  been  taken  now,  but  for 
the  fact  that  another  fioyal  Commission 
was  about  to  viait  Ireland,  and  it  was 
nndeiatood  that  the  Home  Secretary, 
who  had  before  acted  as  Chairman  of 
that  Commiaaion,  would  soon  be  upon 
the  spot,  and  as  it  was  known  that  be 
took  great  interest  in  the  subject  of 
aitizans'  dwellings,  some  steps  were 
taken  by  the  Lord  LieutsDant,  and  an 
EogUih  official  was  nominated  to  con- 
sider this  matter  of  prison  concentra- 
tion. In  the  year  IBSl,  the  populatiou 
of  Ireland  was  over  B,000,OOG.  It  was 
DOW  nnder  5,000,000.  In  1851,  the 
prison  population  was  over  10,000;  it 
u  now  under  4,000,  and  oonsequentty 
the  decrease  in  the  prison  population 
had  been  enormous.  A  few  of  the  pri- 
sons had  been  closed  within  the  last  few 
years;  but  the  fact  remained  that  there 
were  24  localprisons  containing  1,800  pri- 
soners; that  there  was  an  average  of 
46  prisoners  in  each  of  14  prisons 
gusniedby  14  prison  officials;  and  that 
in  some  cases  the  average  of  officials 
was  rather  more  than  an  officer  and 
s-half  to  each  prisoner.  It  was  doar  that 
some  change  was  needed  with  regard 
to  the  administration  of  prisons.  The 
changes  euggeated  by  the  Commission 
were  that  minor  prisons  and  bridewells 
should  be  shut  np.  and  that  as  many  of 
the  larger  as  were  necessary  for  the  pur- 
pose should  be  devoted  to  the  detention 
of  short-service  prisoners.  He  should 
like  to  know  what  steps  had  been  taken, 
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or  what  steps  were  in  contemplation,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  out  these  recom- 
mendations f  They  had  an  Estimate  of 
£158,441  for  the  maintenance  of  64  dif- 
ferent establishments  in  a  case  in  which 
a  Boyal  Commission  had  declared  that  30 
would  be  sufBcient,  and  13  of  which  could 
be  banded  orcr  to  the  Constabulary.  He 
certainly  thought,  therefore,  that  it  was 
due  to  the  Public  Service  that  this  mst. 
ter  should  be  gone  into.  Another  sub- 
ject to  which  he  wished  to  call  attention 
was  the  position  of  the  Convict  Service 
in  Ireland.  The  Commission — of  which 
the  hon.  Baronet  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  (Sir  Henry  Holland)  was  a 
distinguished  Member — decided  in  1BT8 
that  the  time  had  come  to  shut  up  Spike 
Island  Prison.  That  recommendation 
bad  not  been  carried  out.  It  was  in  con- 
sequence of  the  first  Beport  of  the  other 
Commission  that  that  prison  was  shut 
up.  As  a  purely  temporary  and  pro- 
visional proceeding,  the  whole  of  the 
prisoners  were  moved  to  Mountjoy  Pri- 
son, and  the  consequence  was  that  there 
were  detained  in  that  place  500  pri- 
aoners.  The  Commission  bad  dealt  with 
the  question  of  finding  proper  accom- 
modation. He  himself,  by  the  favour  of 
the  Chairman  of  the  Prisons  Board,  had 
visited  Hountjoy  Prison  a  few  weeks 
ago,  and  from  what  he  saw,  he  believed 
the  work  the  convicts  were  now  employed 
on  was  absolutely  coming  to  an  end,  and 
that  they  would  have  nothing  to  do  after 
next  month,  and  would  have  to  be  em- 
ployed in  some  informal  manner  in  the 
prison  yard.  That,  he  thought,  was  a 
matter  with  which  the  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  should  deal  with  at  once.  It 
might  be  possible  to  take  away  two  or 
three  lai^e  bodies  of  the  convicts  tem- 
porarily in  order  to  execute  works  at 
other  places.  The  pri80os.to  which  they 
were  taken  would  have  to  be  adapted 
and  fitted  to  receive  a  larger  number  of 
men  than  they  at  present  accommo- 
dated ;  but,  certainly,  if  the  Executive 
continued  to  mass  this  enormous  number 
of  convicts  at  Mountjoy  Prison  they 
would  be  incurring  serious  responsi- 
bility, because  it  would  be  done  is  the 
face  of  Ihe  recommendation  of  eveiyone 
connected  with  the  Prison  Service  in 
Ireland.  Another  point  was,  whether 
the  intermediateprisons  should  be  main- 
tained. The  Committoe  were  scarcely 
conversant  with  the  extranrdinary  ex- 
penditure entailed  bv  their  maintenance. 
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The  cost  of  maintaining  prisoners  at 
Lusk  amounted  to  no  leas  a  euui  than 
£86  per  head,  and  the  .prison  officials  of 
Ireland  wero  atrongly  of  opinion  that  this 
eiponditure  did  not  oome  back  to  the 
State.  Furthermore,  he  had  to  oom- 
plain  of  the  parsimoa;  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  dealing  with  the  tooommenda- 
tions  of  the  CommisBionera.  It  had  been 
racommendod  that  certain  ropaire  and 
certaia  necessary  sanitary  alterations 
fhould  bo  carried  out — which  worke 
would  come  in  this  Estimate  under  Sub- 
bead  2.  If  the  Committee  would  look 
at  this  sub-head,  they  would  find  that 
the  total  expenditure  on  these  works 
waa  estimated  at  £IG,000  a-year.  He 
had  reason  to  believe  that  when 
Her  Majesty's  Oovemment  were  fram- 
ing these  Estimates  in  March  last, 
before  they  had  made  the  extrava- 
gant leap  in  the  expenditure  in  almost 
every  branch  of  the  Public  Service  that 
the  Committee  were  so  well  acquainted 
with,  the  Estimates  had  been  cut  down 
in  a  most  extraordinary  manner.  He 
had  reason  to  believe  that  £20,000  was 
asked  for  where  £16,000  was  granted, 
and  that  the  Treasury,  without  specify- 
ing on  what  heads  the  expenditure  was 
to  06  reduced,  without  stating  that  any 
of  the  demands  made  were  excessive,  or 
that  any  of  the  sanitary  operations  that 
were  proposed  were  in  any  wayunneces- 
sary,  proceeded  to  cut  down  the  amount, 
This  was  a  point  which,  if  the  Beport 
were  true,  doserred  explanation.  Then, 
again,  with  regard  to  the  warders  in  the 
local  prisons,  the  Commissioners  bad 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  this  was  a 
matter  which  required  to  be  looked  into 
in  order  to  remove  a  substantial  griev- 
ance so  far  as  the  pay  of  these  offi- 
cers was  contemed.  It  was  pointed 
out  that  the.  warders  wlio  did  not  get 
quarters  had  only  2«.  6rf.  a-woek  for 
housing,  and  that  it  was  impossiblo  for 
a  man  to  house  hiraKolf,  to  say  nothing 
of  his  family,  for  that  amount.  The  re- 
sult was  lliftt  the  warders  were  obliged 
to  obtain  lodgings  in  places  where  they 
had  to  run  the  risk  of  the  worst  associa- 
tions, especially  in  crowded  towns.  So 
far  as  he  could  make  out,  no  steps  had 
been  taken  in  the  direction  of  giving  re- 
lief in  this  matter.  Perhaps  the  right 
bon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  would  be  able  to 
throw  some  light  upon  it.  One  further 
remark  be  (Mr.  Brodrick)  bad  to  make, 
Mr.  Brodrick 


and  that  was  with  reference  to  the  In- 
spettjrs.  Thecoostitution  of  the  Board, 
as  the  Commissioners  had  found  it,  was 
one  member  at  £1,200  a-year,  one  mt 
£1,100,  and  one  at  £1,000.  The  Com- 
mittee had  recommended  that  one  of 
these  offices  should  be  diecontiued,  the 
post  being  occupied  in  the  future  by  a 
medical  officer— that  was  to  say,  that  a 
medical  officer  should  be  placed  on  the 
staff,  though  not  upon  the  Board.  It 
bad  also  been  recommended  that  the 
number  of  Inspectors  should  be  reduced 
from  three  to  two,  and  that  the  salaries 
should  be  decreased,  so  as  to  effect  a 
net  saving  of  £400  a-year  to  the  Trea- 
sury. The  Treasury,  however,  when  the 
demand  was  made  on  them,  declared  that 
they  would  not  allow  any  sum  for  the 
two  medical  officers  who  would  replace 
the  retiring  ofBcials,  unless  the  £1,000 — 
pay  of  the  Inspector — was  given  up.  By 
the  arrangement  adopted,  therefore,  the 
Treasury  effected  asavingof£600a-year, 
instead  of  the  £400  recommended  by  the 
Commissioners.  He  trusted  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  see  that  these 
officials  were  adequately  paid,  looking 
at  the  responsible  nature  of  the  duty 
they  bad  to  discharge,  and  that  be  would 
be  able  to  give  him  a  satisfactory  ex- 
planation of  the  points  he  had  raised,  so 
that  he  might  not  be  obliged  to  bring 
before  the  House  a  Motion  on  the  sub- 
Ma.  HA.STIKGS  said,  be  agreed  with 
what  had  fallen  from  the  bon.  Member 
(Mr.  Brodrick)  with  regard  to  the  neces* 
sity  of  carrying  out  the  recommendations 
of  tho  !Royal  Commission  as  to  build- 
iaf;s,  and  the  reduction  of  the  number 
of  those  small  prisons  which  could  never 
be  rendered  effective.  But  there  were 
evils  to  be  found  quite  as  great  as  those 
which  arose  from  structural  arrange- 
ments— evils  which  appeared  to  him  tn 
be  incidental  to  the  present  mode  of 
prison  administration  in  Ireland.  One 
fact  alone,  pointed  out  by  the  Eoyal 
Commissioners,  spoke  volumes  as  to  tLe 
present  mode  of  prison  administration — 
he  meant  with  regard  to  the  extraordi- 
nary amount  of  change  which  was  con- 
stantly going  on  amongst  the  prison 
officials.  The  Commissioners  pointed 
out  that  out  of  the  556  officials  appointed 
since  April,  1878,  only  228  remained  at 
present  in  the  Service.  Thus  an  extra- 
ordinary number  of  officials  had  left  the 
Service  in  the  course  of  seven  yeus. 
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What  mntt  that  mean?  'Why,  ia  the 
&nt  place,  rhat  there  was  n  considerable 
amount  of  me£Sciency  ia  the  staff  itself. 
New  officers  were  aonataotlj  being 
btonght  in,  and  man;  seemed  to  be  very 
little  ocqaainted  with  their  duties  ;  and 
be  oonld  only  m.j,  as  Gbatrmaa  of  the 
Tiatiiig  Justices  of  a  prisoa  of  a  (cood 
fflu;  jeara'  standing,  that  he  should  be 
T^  sonj  inde«d  to  have  to  condnot  the 
prison  with  which  he  was  offlciallj  con- 
nected under  such  circum stances.  He 
thought  also  that  the  fact  to  which  he 
had  referred  showed  that  there  had 
heeneoDsiderable  mismanagement  in  the 
treatment  of  these  officers.  They  were, 
he  presumed,  tolerably  well  paid;  be 
presumed  they  were  entitled  to  pensions 
sfUr  a  certain  number  of  years'  service  ; 
but  the  fact  that  so  many  of  them  passed 
out  of  the  Serrice,  by  voluntary  resigna- 
tion or  otherwise,  showed  that  there  were 
gnie  grounde  for  discontent.  One  of 
these  grounds  was  disclosed  by  the  Boyal 
Commission.  It  appeared  that  when 
nhat  was  ooasidered  an  injuatioe  was  in- 
flicted upon  the  officials,  they  were  de- 
nied the  right  of  appeal,  and  had  no 
meant  of  making  known  their  griev- 
Bnoesto  the  higher  authoritiea.  ^  one 
case,  a  Ooremor  had  sent  in  a  com- 
pluDt  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant ;  but  the 
Chainnan  of  the  Prison  Board  had  re- 
faied  to  allow  the  complaint  to  be  lodged. 
That  alone  showed  that  the  prison  od- 
mioiitration  was  conducted  on  rerydiffe- 
rentlines  in  Ireland  to  those  which  were 
followedinSngland  and  Scotland.  Then, 
■gain,  there  were  the  grave  facts  which 
had  been  brongbt  to  light  by  the  lioyal 
Commiftsioa — to  whom,  he  thought,  the 
pnblic  were  greatly  indebted  for  the 
itatementa  they  bod  made— as  to  the 
treatment  of  prisoners.  The  Commis- 
sioners  hod  remarked  upon  the  extra- 
ordinary number  of  punishments  in- 
flicted in  Irish  prisons  as  compared  with 
those  inflicted  in  English  and  Scotch 
prisons,  and  the  treatment  of  prisoners 
who  were  on  the  border  land  between 
■ani^  and  insanity.  He  (Mr.  Hastings) 
was  not  surprised  that  it  was  shown  in 
the  Beport  Uiat  a  large  number  of  pri- 
soners passed  that  border,  and,  becom- 
ing insane,  had  to  be  sent  to  criminal 
lunatic  asylums.  He  had  no  doubt 
many  hon.  Members  would  support  him 
— those  hon.Members  who,  like  himself, 
had  had  eiperience  of  prison  adminis- 
tration— when  he  said  that  cases  of  aemi- 


insanity  constantly  came  before  prison 
officials— that  was  to  soy,  cases  in  which 
prisoners  were  in  that  oondition  of  mind 
that  harsh  treatment  would  probably 
cause  them  to  become  permaneotly  in- 
sane; whereas  kindness,  forbearance, 
and  patience  would  bring  them  round 
into  a  very  reasonable  state  of  mind  be- 
fore they  left  the  prison.  He  must  say 
that  that  House,  as  the  guardian  of  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  ought  to  feel 
strongly  oq  such  a  subject  as  that  which 
had  been  brought  to  light  by  the  Boyal 
Commission  —  the  treatment  of  pri- 
soners who  were  not  fully  responsible 
for  their  actions  through  mental  in- 
firmity. But,  then,  as  to  ordinary 
prisoners,  there  seemed  to  bs  consider- 
able doubt  as  to  whether  they  were 
treated  property,  especially  those  who 
were  in  custody  awaiting  trial — a  class 
who,  unquestionably,  bad  a  right  to 
proper  consideration  until  the  fact  of 
their  guilt  had  bees  established.  There 
were  many  other  points  of  this  character 
which  he  could  go  into,  bnt  as  to  which 
he  did  not  propose  to  detain  the  Com- 
mittee. He  hoped  the  Administration, 
which  contained  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  had  done  such  good  service  as 
Chairman  of  the  Boyal  Commission,  and 
to  whom  the  whole  country  was  in- 
debted for  the  Prisons  Act  which  ap- 
plied to  England,  would  take  care  that 
the  recommendations  of  the  Boyal  Com- 
mission which  had  been  alluded  to  should 
be  examined  into,  and,  ^wherever  pos- 
sible, carried  into  effect.  He  trusted 
that  some  change  would  be  made  in  re- 
gard to  the  Irish  local  prisons.  There 
should  be  a  reconstitution  of  the  Prisons 
Board  ;  but,  above  all,  the  recommenda- 
tion of  which  the  Committee  bad  been 
reminded,  and  which  would  involve  the 
placing  of  a  medical  officer  on  the  staff, 
should  be  carried  out.  In  bis  opinion, 
however,  this  medical  gentleman  should 
be  not  a  mere  subordinate  of  the  Board, 
but  a  member  of  it,  capable  of  using  an 
independent  voice  and  of  exercising  due 
weight  with  his  colleagues.  Then  there 
should  be  on  effort  made  to  obtain  the 
same  amount  of  intelligent  and  indepen- 
dent inspection  of  prisons  as  was  exer- 
cised in  England.  There  were  able  gen- 
tlemen in  L'eland — gentleman  quite  as 
capable  of  acting  on  Visiting  Commit- 
tees as  any  in  England ;  aod  he  thought 
that  greater  efforts  should  be  made  than 
bad  ever  yet  been  made  by  the  Chief 
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Seoi-etary  to  the  Lord  Ijientenant  to  es- 
tablish IJisoharged  Prisoners'  Aid  f-o- 
cietios  in  connectioQ  with  Irish  local 
prisons,  as  had  baen  done  in  conaeotioa 
vith  local  prisons  in  England.  He  could 
assert,  from  experience,  that  an  enormous 
amount  of  f^ood  was  done  in  this  coui 
try  in  assisting  prisoners  in  this  way- 
good  which  was  not  confined  to  prisoners 
released  from  gaol,  but  which  extended 
to  prisoners  still  under  sentence.  H« 
had  been  astonished  to  read  in  this  Ee- 
port  of  the  Commission  that  in  a  country 
like  Ireland,  which  was  full  of  benevo- 
lent and  religious-minded  people,  there 
were  only  two  places  where  societies  for 
the  assistance  of  discharged  prisoners 
were  in  force — namely,  Dublin  and  Bel- 
fast. In  England,  these  societies  had 
been  fostered  by  the  Home  Ofiice  and 
by  grants  from  this  House.  As  to 
oonvict  prisons  in  Ireland,  everyone 
who  glanced  at  the  figures  would  ses 
that  their  cost  of  administration  was 
enormous.  It  was  as  much  as  £50 
a-head  in  Irish  prisons,  on  an  average, 
whereas  in  England  it  was  no  more 
than  £38.  How  was  this?  Ireland 
wae  not  a  more  expensivB  country  to 
live  in  than  England  ;  salaries  were  not 
higher  there ;  food  did  not  cost  more. 
Then  why  it  was  that  in  Ireland  the 
average  cost  of  a  convict  was  £50,  whilst 
in  England  it  was  only  £38,  altogether 
passed  his  comprehension.  In  conclu- 
eion,  he  urged  the  evils  he  had  alluded 
toon  tlie  attention  of  the  Qovemment.  In 
particular,  let  them  see  that  those  griev- 
ances which  brought  about  constant 
changes  amongst  the  prison  officials 
were  remedied,  looking  at  the  desir- 
ability of  having  experienced  and  trust- 
wortby  officers  in  the  gaols.  These  sub- 
jects, he'  felt,  were  difficult  to  deal  with 
properly  without  more  time  than  hon. 
Members  now  had  at  their  disposal. 
However,  he  earnestly  trusted  that  the 
Department  would  allow  some  satisfac- 
tory result  to  follow  from  this  discus- 
sion. 

Mr.  T.  a.  DICKSON  said,  he  was 
sure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Home 
Secretary  (Sir  E.  Assheton  Cross),  who 
had  been  Chairman  of  the  Prisons  Com- 
mission, would  do  all  in  hJs  power  to 
carry  out  the  recommendations  of  the 
Boyal  Commission  on  Irish  Prisons.  No 
one  in  the  House  was  better  acquainted 
with  the  abuses  which  existed  in  the 
Iri^h  prisons  than  the  Home  Uecretery, 
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and  lie  (Mr.  Dickson)  was  sure  th«l 
when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  came  to 
deal  with  the  matter  he  would  prsM 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  cany  oat  the 
various  recommendation  a  made  by  tb* 
Eoyal  OommissioueTB.  One  recom- 
mendation of  the  Commission  era  wbid 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  foe 
West  Surrey  (Mr.  Brodrick)  had  re- 
ferred to  was  most  important — namdy, 
the  consolidation  of  the  Irish  prisons. 
In  England  there  were  64  prisons  with 
a  daily  average  of  18,000  prisoners, 
whilst  in  Ireland  there  were  69  prison* 
with  a  daily  average  of  2,700  prisoners. 
Surely  these  figures  showed  there  «u 
ample  scope  for  economy  and  consolida- 
tion ;  and  yet,  so  far  as  he  knew,  tlis 
late  Oovemment  had  taken  do  steps  to 
carry  out  the  recommendationB  of  the 
Commission.  He  believed,  as  he  had 
said,  the  number  of  prisons  in  Irelasd 
was  still  69 ;  and  they  must  all  kno« 
that  when  2,700  prisoners  were  scat- 
tered over  that  number  of  prisons,  thos 
could  be  no  proper  supervision  or  con- 
trol or  discipline  exercised,  and  the  n- 
eult  was,  as  his  hon.  Friend  had  pointed 
out,  that  the  cost  of  keeping  up  the 
prisons— at  so  much  per  head  per  pri- 
soner—was much  greater  in  Irelud 
than  it  was  in  England.  The  hou.  Oen- 
tleman  bad  also  referred  to  the  reoon- 
stitution  of  the  Prisons  Board.  'W'htn 
it  was  remembered  that  it  was  stated  in 
evidence  before  the  Eoyal  Commisaion 
on  which  he  (Mr.  Dickson)  had  sat,  thai 
for  years  the  members  of  the  Prisons 
Board  had  had  no  communioaiion  with 
each  other,  except  by  writing,  and  had 
not  met,  as  they  should  have  done,  at 
the  Board  to  diecbai^e  their  dutiea — 
had  not  spoken  to  each  other  even,  ex- 
cept by  leltor— and  when  it  was  remem- 
bered that  there  was  no  cordiality  be- 
tween the  members,  it  would  be  ad- 
mittud  that  the  Public  Service  must  hare 
luifered  enormously.  He  wes  strragly 
if  opinijH  that  the  late  Oovemmmt 
iliould  have  reconstituted  the  Board 
and  formed  a  new  one.  He  did  not 
wish  to  deal  harshly  with  the  preaent 
members  ;  but,  certainly,  if  he  had  had 
authority  in  this  matter,  he  should  hars 
superannuated  them  and  have  appointed 
a  new  Board.  There  was  ooe  othar 
point  be  wished  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Chief  Secretary  of  Ireland  to,  and 
that  was  the  question  of  the  aidhitcct 
to  the  Priaons  Board.    &«  tftw  as  ten 
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be  ealary  of  tbiB  perHOn  ;  but 
a  foot-note  in  regard  to  it 
id  not  ondentand — namely, 
iltAct'i  uluy  hu  bsea  eitimated 
30th  S«pt«iii'ber,  1B86,  inclaiiT*. 
he  data  on  which  the  additioo*] 
for  which  hia  employmBnt  hu 
led  will  ezpiie." 
like  to  knov  whether  the 
the  present  pritonB'  anihi' 
DO  dispensed  with  on  the  30th 
next?  The  present  architect 
«d  in  evidence  that  when  he 
ited  he  knew  nothing  whst- 
prison  architecture,  that  he 
heen  in  a  prison,  and  that  he 
ng  whatever  about  the  sani 
omenta  of  these  places.  Hi 
ist— 

the  onlj  architect  appointed  to 
le  Iriah  priaons,  he  had  known 
tever  of   their   auutary  airangs- 

ckson)  was  quoting  the  arohi- 

words  given  in  evidenco. 
been  the  result  of  this  gen- 
rnorance  of  prison  architec- 
initaiy  sdence  7  Why,  that 
K>n  at  Omagb,  four  deaths 

within  three  or  four  years 
efective  sanitation.  The  at- 
jie  Prisons  Board  was  oalled 
ler  from  the  year  1876  to 
g  which  period  the  Governor 
members  of  his  family  by 
e  Governor  applied  for  a 
d  was  sent  to  Galway,  end 
rson  was  sent  to  take  his 
I  new  Governor  arrived  with 
.  family  ;  but  before  he  oould 

furniture,  he  was  attacked 
d  fever  and  died.  The  whole 
stem  of  the  prison  was  most 
nd  had  been  neglocted  for 
e  Commissioners,  in  their 
lared  that  an  architect  should 
id  who  knew  something  of 
lecture  and  sanitary  science, 
srger  salary  should  be  paid 
e.  Ha  (Mr.  Dickson/  should 
w  from  the  Chief  Secretary 
whether  nnything  had  been 
neequeace  of  that  £eport  ? 
ue  other  point  that  the  Home  I 
rauld  be  familiar  with,  and  | 
1  regard  to  the  stores  and  i 

the  prisons.  He  {Mr,  Dick- 
t  think  anything  could  pos- 
irse  than  the  whole  of  the 
arrangeineuts  in  connection 
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with  the  Irish  prisons— the  system  of 
supplies,  of  stores,  and  of  contracts. 
He  would  undertake  to  say  that  any 
ordinary  commercial  man,  accustomed 
to  buying  and  selling,  who  went  over  to 
Ireland  to  supervise  the  contracts  of  the 
Irish  prisons  would  easily  save  the  State 
£10,000  a-year.  In  Ireland,  for  some 
articles  as  much  as  £3  per  ton  was  given 
more  than  was  paid  in  England,  and 
evidence  to  that  effect  had  been  given 
by  the  English  storekeepers.  With  re- 
gard to  the  punishments  which  had  been 
practised  in  the  Irish  prisons,  he  believed 
that  if  the  Boyal  Commission  had  done 
nothing  else,  idl  the  trouble  and  expense 
it  had  caused  was  more  than  requited 
by  the  change  effected  by  it  in  connec- 
tion with  these  abuses.  The  punish- 
ments that  had  existed  in  Ireland  were 
unknown  in  England;  and  he  quite 
agreed  with  hie  hen.  Friend  that  the 
punishments  in  Irish  gaols,  in  conneo- 
tioQ  with  what  were  known  as  mufFs 
and  dark  cells,  drove manyapoorwretch 
over  the  borderland  into  hopeless  in- 
sanity. This,  no  doubt,  accounted  for 
the  large  percentage  which  they  bad  in 
their  Irish  prisons  of  lunatic  prisoners. 
As  he  had  already  said,  he  was  glad  that 
this  subject  had  been  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  Home  Secretary,  who  knew 
better  than  anyone  in  the  House  'the 
abuses  which  existed  in  the  Irish  pri- 
sons, and  he  earnestly  trusted  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  direct  his 
attention  to  the  matter  in  the  endeavour 
to  carry  out  the  recommendationB  of  the 
Boyal  Commission. 

Mr.  6EXT0N  said,  he  hoped  that  the 
Home  Secretary,  now  that  he  had  come 
into  power,  would  see  that  the  recom- 
idations  of  the  Commission  were 
carried  out.  Those  recommendations 
had  come  from  (Gentlemen  of  various 
shades  of  opinion.  The  warders'  grie- 
vances should  be  attended  to.  These 
persons  had  diOicuIt  end  fatiguing 
duties  to  perform  for  slight  remunera- 
tion, and  ho  hoped  to  hear  from  the  Go- 
vernment that    the  reasonable  recom- 

endation  of  the  Commission  in  the 
matter  of  the  warders'  salaries  would 
be  sneedily  carried  into  effect.  What 
did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  think  of 
the  case  of  the  warder  who  had  passed  as 
a  teacher  in  Marlborough  street,  Dublin? 
There  had  been  an  indisposition  to  ap- 
point him  to  a  school,  owing  to  his  being 
a  Catholic  i  and,  in  the  end,  failing  to 
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^et  an  engagement,  be  liad  take 
situation  sb  warder  ia  a  ptisan.  Whilst 
acting  in  that  capacity,  the  Marlborough 
Street  authorities  had  claimed  the  £40 
the;  had  spent  on  his  education,  and 
the  Prison  authorities,  alloving  the 
claim,  had  deducted  a  weekly  amount 
from  his  wages,  which  reduced  his  in- 
come to  such  a  low  sum  that  he  was 
unable  to  pay  for  his  food  and  washing, 
and  had  been  obliged  to  get  into  debt. 
He  (Mr.  Sexton)  hoped  something  would 
be  done  to  put  a  stop  to  such  a  state  of 
things  as  that.  Then,  he  desired  to 
mention  the  case  of  a  man  driven  over 
the  border  land  of  insanity  by  prison 
treatment — the  case  of  Bartholomew 
Nolan,  who  had  been  in  gaol,  and  who, 
immediatelr  on  obtaining  his  discharge, 
murdered  bis  wife.  The  charge  origi- 
nally made  agaiDst  him  was  that  of 
making  an  attack  on  a  dwelling-house, 
and  though  he  was  found  guilty,  the 
evidence  given  oa  his  triid  strongly 
favoured  the  presumption  of  his  inno- 
nenoa.  His  incarceration  and  the  pri- 
son treatment  unseated  his  reason — a 
drcumstance  which,  again,  favoured  the 
presumption  of  his  innocence,  for  he 
would  be  more  likely  to  become  insane 
■ufTering  the  accessories  of  penal  servi- 
tude if  innocent  than  he  would  be  if 
guilty.  The  account  he  gave  of  him- 
aelf,  after  murdering  his  wife,  was  that 
the  devil  came  into  his  breast  one  night 
in  his  cell  and  prompted  him  to  kill  his 
wife.  The  state  of  the  man's  mind 
came  before  the  authorities  of  Mountjoy 
Frison,  and  he  was  removed  to  another 
place  of  detention,  and  seeing  that 
doubts  existed  as  to  his  insanity,  he 
(Mr.  Sexton)  could  not  help  thinking 
that  those  who  had  released  him  bad  in- 
curred great  responsibility.  The  first 
thing  the  man's  daughter  said,  when  ehe 
heard  of  her  mother's  death,  was — 
"Why  did  they  let  my  father  out  of 
prison  to  come  and  murder  my  poor 
mother?"  It  was  perfectly  apparent 
that  the  man  ought  to  have  been  sent 
to  a  lunatic  asylum.  The  demand  he 
(Mr.  Sexton)  made  in  this  case  was  that 
the  Government  should  make  a  strict 
inquiry  into  the  treatment  that  man  re- 
ceived in  prison,  and  ascertain  whether 
any  manifestation e  of  insanity  had  been 
mode,  and  should  lay  on  the  Table  any 
records  which  might  have  been  made  by 
the  prison  doctor  or  any  other  indi- 
vidual as  to  his  state  of  mind  whilst  he 
Mr.  Sexton 


was  in  gaol.  It  was  evident  that  no 
greater  evil  could  arise  than  that  men 
showing  signs  of  insanity  in  prison 
should  be  released  and  thrown  upon 
society  in  that  state.  One  other  case  he 
had  to  refer  to,  which  waa  that  of  a 
man  who  was  now  in  gaol.  It  was  one 
of  those  cases  to  which  Earl  Spencer 
had  refused  to  give  any  attention — but 
if  a  messenger  from  Heaven  had  come 
to  him  with  a  tale  of  injustice,  he  would 
have  turned  his  back  upon  him.  As 
there  was  a  new  Grovernment  in  power, 
however,  a  Qovemment  which  was  not 
responsible  for  Earl  Spencer's  proceed- 
ings, he  (Mr.  Sexton)  would  like' to  aak 
them  what  would  be  done  in  this  case. 
A  woman,  Maria  Egan,  wrote  to  him 
on  behalf  of  her  husband,  John  Egaa, 
who  waa  confined  in  Castlebar  Friaon 
for  an  asdault  committed  on  a  man 
named  John  Walsh  on  27th  December, 
1883.  The  woman  declared  that  her 
husband  was  innocent  —  a  natural 
enough  statement  for  her  to  make, 
and  one  wbiih  was  not  likely  to  have 
much  weight  with  the  authorities,  seeing 
that  it  came  from  the  man'e  wife.  But 
her  assertion  was  not  unsupported. 
She  declared  that  a  man  named  John 
McManne  was  ready  to  come  forward 
and  plead  guilty  to  the  assault  for  which 
her  husband  had  been  condemned.  On 
that  representation,  he  (Mr.  Soiton) 
had  replied  to  the  woman  that  it  was 
useless  for  her  to  say  that  her  husband 
was  innocent,  that  no  declaration  of  that 
kind  would  have  any  effect  on  the  au- 
thorities, and  that  a  declaration  of  the 
other  man's  guilt  should  be  made  before 
the  police,  or  that  the  guilty  man  should 
be  got  to  make  a  declaration  of  his  own 
guiit.  The  guilty  man,  therefore,  went 
before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the 
county  of  Uayo,  and  made  the  follow- 
ing declaration : — 

"I,  JohD  HcMinns,  of  Derryned.  in  tfae 
county  of  Mayo,  of  tbe  aga  of  23  years  sod 
upvaids,  maka  oath  tod  tay  a*  follows :  — 

"  1.  I  do  solemnly  and  sincsrely  declare  that 
tho  auAult  for  vhich  ono  John  Egan,  who  is 
Qow  undorgoin);  imprisocmact  for  me  last  uioe 
months  in  Cutlebar  (jaul,  was  committed  by 
me  on  odo  John  Walah,  for  the  uuulting  of 
whom  the  said  John  Egan  is  so  imprisoned. 

"3.  I  do  solemnly  and  sinceraly  dedaie  that 
I  ata  now  ready  and  villing  to  abide  any  pro- 
■ecutioD  that  may  be  ioatituted  by  the  Crown 
agniOBt  me.  by  reason  of  my  haviog  committed 
■aid  assault  as  aforesaid. 

"  3.  I  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  that 
nid  asiault  was  committed  by  me  on  the  27th 
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"  JoRiPH  UcD.  Dabbt, 

"  iTaBtiM  of  Baid  oonntr." 
ration  WBB  transmitted  to  the 
«DHDt  at  the  ead  of  last  jear. 
L  of  Jannary,  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tied— 

in  Cutle,  2Dd  Janiuuy,  ISBs. 
gan, — I  have  to  acknowledn  the 
iir  memorial  andenctomreonbehaU 
,1],  a  prisoner  in  Cutlabar  Priaon, 
lint  yaa  that,  on  •  full  cooddeiA- 
le  drcanutaDcea  of  the  caw,  the 
lant  haa  deeded  tbat  the  law  must 

"  W.  L.  B.  Kaie.  " 
'  was  mode  —  no  ohserration 
9T  on  the  Bwom  testimony  of 
fcManne.  He  (Mr.  Seston) 
itation  in  sajiae  that  if  such 
]iB  had  occurred  in  England, 
avo  been  looked  into.  This 
e  maa  had  now  suffered  over 
nprisonment.    It  was  to  be 

he  would  be  released,  even 

a  period  as  this,  otherwise 
inment  would  continue  until 
!e  had  no  doubt  the  guilty 
1  be  willing  etill  further  to 
<  declaration  of  guilt. 
RUM  said,  he  hoped  some- 
d  be  done  in  the  way  of  con- 
the  prisons  in  Ireland.  The 
9  one  in  which  be  had  taken 
■est,  havinfr  several  times 
before  the  House.  A  prison 
L  for  the  county  of  Kilkenny, 
ivenisnce  being  experienced 

through  having  to  convey 
from    place    to    place.      He 

particular  to  one  case  in 
Oman  who  had  made  some 
lad  been  tied  to  a  car  with 
driven  II    miles,   end  then 

train  to  Waterford.  He 
tt  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
iild  be  able  to  ^iromise  that 
should  receive  hts  attention, 
I  time  would  be  lost  in  deal- 

:EF  SECEETAETfoe  IEE- 
WtLLiAM  Habt  I)tke)  said, 


position  owing  to  the  multiplicity  of  sub- 
jects to  which  his  attention  had  been 
drawn,  and  with  which  he  had  been 
asked  to  deal.  He  certainly  felt  most 
strongly  that  if  he  did  in  the  future  neg- 
lect the  duties  of  his  Of&ce  it  would  not 
be  for  want  of  critics.  He  had  not  only 
listened  to-night  to  very  able  and  intelli- 
gent critics,  but  he  had  the  Chairman  of 
the  Boyal  Commission  on  his  left,  and 
other  hon.  Gentlemen  before  him  who 
had  either  taken  part  in  its  labours,  or 
interested  themselves  in  its  investiga- 
tions, and  with  the  remarks  of  these 
hon.  Glentlemen  he  did  not  at  all  quarrel. 
Uuring  the  short  time  he  had  been  in 
Office,  it  had,  of  course,  been  impossible 
for  him  to  deal  adequately  with  all  the 
matters  which  had  been  referred  to  in 
the  course  of  this  discussion;  but  he 
could  assure  the  Committee  that,  in  the 
future,  he  should  consider  it  his  duty  to 
carry  out  the  recommendations  of  the 
Prisons  Commission  in  a  broad  end  fair 
spirit.  He  bad  to  thank  the  hon.  G-en- 
tleman  the  Member  for  West  Surrey 
(Mr.  Brodrick)  for  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  brought  the  subject  forward. 
With  regard  to  the  consolidation  of  pri- 
sons in  Ireland,  the  hon.  Member  had 
said  that  the  recommendations  of  the 
Commission  had  not  been  carried  out  as 
they  ought  to  have  been.  There  might 
be  difficulties  in  Ireland  in  connection 
with  this  matter  which  might  not  be 
found  to  exist  in  England,  and,  so  far 
as  hie  experience  went,  he  believed  that 
the  work  of  consolidation  bad  been 
stayed  on  account  of  some  opinion  which 
had  been  given  by  the  Law  Officers  of 
the  Crown.  He  could  not  say  why  that 
opinion  was  given,  but  there  could  be 
no  doubt  that  it  was  well-founded.  It 
wae,  however,  evident  that  if  they  had 
an  extensive  prison  system  and  a  lar^e 
number  of  prisons  for  the  confinement  of 
only  a  small  number  of  prisoners,  the 
cost  of  those  prisoners  must  be  very 
large.  With  regard  to  the  large  num- 
of  prisoners  iu  the  Mountjoy  Pri- 
to  which  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Brodrick)  had  called  attention,  he  could 
only  say  that  he  wa^  obliged  to  him  for 
so  directing  his  attention  to  the  matter. 
Then,  as  to  Lusk  Prison,  and  the  large 
cost  per  head  of  the  prisoners,  so  far  as 
his  information  wont,  that  large  coat  was 
brought  about  by  the  cause  mentioned — 
namely,  the  reduction  which  had  taken 
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>y  Google 


Supply—  CiHl 


1  COMMONS} 


875 

the  eatablisliment  continued  in  its  nor- 
mal coadilion.  No  doubt,  thecostof  ttie 
prisoners  per  head  was  much  larger  than 
it  ought  to  bs.  With  regard  to  the  pay 
of  the  varders,  tbs  matter  had  been 
taken  into  consideration ;  but  pending 
the  settlement  of  the  larger  question  of 
the  oonsolidatiou  of  priiona,  the- time  was 
not  ripe  for  making  an  increase.  With 
regard  to  the  Inspectors,  it  wae  proposed 
bj  the  Commission  to  increase  their  pay 
to  a  maximum  of  £70U.  This  proposal 
the  Government  could  not  adopt.  It  had 
been  decided,  in  accordance  with  the  re- 
oommendations  of  the  CommisGioners,  to 
reduce  the  number  of  superior  officers. 
It  hod  been  found  necessary  to  appoint  a 
medical  Inspector,  at  a  salary  of  £800 
a-year.  At  first  eight,  the  new  arrange- 
ments appeared  somewhat  hard  on  the 
lay  Inspectors ;  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
their  responsibilities  in  some  important 
respects  would  be  considerably  reduced. 
The  very  large  question  of  prisoo  dis- 
oipline  had  been  raised  by  an  hon.  Mem- 
ber opposite,  and  he  (Sir  William  Hart 
Dyke)  could  not,  upon  bis  very  short  ex- 
perienoe  of  Office,  pretend  to  go  into  it. 
He  would  admit,  however,  that  the 
question  was  well  worthy  of  considera- 
tion. As  to  the  general  iuspection  of 
friaons,  points  had  been  stroQgly  urged 
y  the  Commissioners,  and  he  could  only 
promise  hon.  Gentlemen  that  he  would 
endeavour  to  see  that  that  part  of  the 
Beport  of  the  Commission  wae  carried 
out.  Then,  the  general  prison  expendi- 
ture had  also  been  alluded  to.  There 
had  been  a  large  increase  in  the  Vote 
he  wae  aware— a  very  large  increase, 
amounting  to  £6,411.  He  might  re- 
mind the  Committee  that  a  lai^e  portion 
of  it  ceme  under  Sub-head  "  G,"  Victu- 
alling Department,  two  pints  of  milk  hav- 
ing been  added  to  the  dietary.  Class  II. 
Under  Sub-bead  "N"  there  had  been 
a  considerable  increase  for  the  escort 
and  conveyance  of  prisoners  under  the 
Prisons  Amendment  Act  of  1684.  The 
Dovnpatrick  Prison  had  been  convertod 
into  a  convict  prison,  and  the  cost  had 
been  £400,  with  £1,155  for  increased 
Staff.  Expenditure  had  also  been  in- 
curred in  converting  the  Maryborough 
Prison  into  an  invalid  prison  for  con- 
viots.  He  was  afraid  ha  had  not  gone 
into  all  the  various  questions  raised ;  but 
he  could  only  promise  that  all  these 
matters  would  receive  bis  earnest  atten- 
tion, and  that  he  did  not  feel  in  the 
Sir  William  Bart  Byle 
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slightest  degree  disposed  to  shirk  any  of 

Me.  BEODBICK  said,  he  bad  to 
thank  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  William 
Hart  Dyke)  for  the  answer  he  bad  giren 
to  the  various  questions  which  had  been 
addressed  to  him,  and  to  express  bis 
confidence  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  endeavour  to  deal  with  the 
Beport  of  the  Commission  in  the  spirit 
in  which  it  was  presented.  There  was 
one  other  point  on  which  he  desired  to 
ask  his  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  (Sir  Henry  Holland),  and  it 
was,  whether  it  was,  or  was  not,  the  fact 
that  the  Treasury  cut  off  the  large  sum 
of  £4,000  from  the  Estimates  of  theyear, 
without  any  reference  to  any  particular 
item?  He  hoped  the  hon.  Gentleman 
would  be  able  to  assure  the  Uommitteo 
that  that  was  not  the  fact.  He  also 
hoped  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  be  able 
to  grant  the  extra  allowances  to  the  In- 

The  SECHETAKY  of  STATE  poa 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  E. 
AssHETON  Cross)  said,  he  would  not 
have  intervened  in  this  debate  if  his 
name  had  not  been  mentioned,  nor  did 
he  wish  to  detain  the  Committee  more 
than  a  few  moments.  He  should  like, 
however,  to  impress  on  the  Committee 
the  very  important  fact  that  the  Com- 
mission was  composed  of  men  of  all 
shades  of  opioJon.  It  was  the  greatest 
satisfaction  to  him,  and  he  believed  to 
all  his  Colleagues,  that  they  were  able 
to  present  an  absolutely  unanimous  Be- 
port. The  Lord  Lieutenant  was  a  man 
of  very  great  experience;  but  he  (Sir 
B.  Assheton  Cross)  promised  His  Excel- 
lency that  every  possible  assistance  he 
could  give  him  would  be  entirely  at  his 
disposal.  He  could  also  promise  his 
hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury that  he  would  find  no  effort  on  his 
(SirB.  Asshetun  Cross's)  part  wanting 
to  enable  him  to  supply  the  funds  which 
would  be  necessary  to  start  this  work. 
There  was  no  doubt  that,  with  regard  to 
all  the  matters  relating  to  discipline  and 
to  the  comfort  of  untried  prisoners,  a 
material  improvement  had  already  taken 
place.  The  question  of  consolidation, 
which  was  really  at  the  rootof  the  whole 
matter,  was  one  which  must  be  pressed 
on  the  Exeoutive  Government  in  Ire- 
land. He  believed  that,  in  the  long  run, 
the  proposed  consolidatioa  would  result 
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avin^  to  the  TreasuTj.  He 
id  to  hear  that  hii  right  hon. 
so  anxious  to  oairy  out  the 
itioDB  of  the  Commisaioners, 
hat  before  another  year  had 
I  progress  would  be  made  in 

ITON  said,  he  wonld  point 
)  right  hot).  (Gentleman  the 
tary  for  Ireland  had  not  re- 
queations  put  to  him  respect- 
ease  of  the  warders'  salaries, 
pectioi;  the  case  of  the  man 

EF  SECRETAKT  job  IRE- 
WiLLiAK  Habt  Dtkb)  said, 

the  qnestion  regarding  the 
laries  in  the  matters  which 

not  come  under  hie  cogni- 
th  reference  to  the  case  of 
olan,  he  promised  the  hon. 
r  Sligo  to  make    every  in- 

tdU. 

NOLAN,  in  moving  to  re- 
88,  said,  he  did  not  wish  to 
I ;  bat  he  would  like  to  know 
he  Gk>Temment  intended  to 
It? 

ade,  and  Question  proposed, 
Chairman  do  report  Pro- 
ask  leave  to  sit  again." — 

3EETAET  to  thb  TREA- 
■  HxsB?  Hou-utd)  said,  it 
d  to  take  the  Bechuanaland 

3EET  FOWLEH  (Lord 
d,  he  must  appeal  to  the 
i  not  to  take  the  Bechuana' 
lat  night.  It  was  most  im- 
S  the  Vote  should  be  taken 
den  the  debate  could  be  fully 
It  was  very  neoessary  that  his 
ind  gallant  Friend  [Oolonel 
luld  make  his  statement  at  a 
ime,  and  that  it  should  find 
<  the  public  prints.  He  un- 
o,  that  theright  hon.  Geotle- 
>mber  for  Bradford  (Mr.  W. 
wished  to  address  the  Com- 
le  subject.  The  speeches  of 
hon.  Qentlemen  on  this  snb- 
Qot  excite  any  great  feeling 
try ;  but  they  would  be  read 
It  at  the  Gape.  He  hoped 
ment  would  not  persist  in 
Vote  that  night 


OoLoirsL  NOLAN  asked  for  lea' 
withdraw  his  Motion.     ["  No,  oo ! 

Mh.  SHAW  LEFEVBB  said 
thought  that,  at  that  hour  (1.20),  ii 
not  unreasonable  that  they  shonl 
port  Frogreas,  especially  as  there  i 
very  important  subject  to  be  brc 
forward.  There  were  only  three'' 
in  Supply  remaining,  and  they  oou 
Toiy  well  discussed  to-morrow. 

The  8ECEETAET  op  STATB 
THE  COLONIES  (Colonel  STiHLmr) 
he  had  hoped  that  there  would  e 
objection  to  take  this  Vote  to-ii 
He  had  postponed  it  four  or  five  t 
in  the  endeavour  to  meet  the  couven 
of  various  Members  of  the  Comm 
and  he  was  rather  led  to  believe 
that  night  there  would  be  no  objc 
to  take  the  Vote,  looking  to  the  tii 
the  year  and  the  general  state  of 
ply.  The  statement  he  had  to  ] 
upoD  the  Vote  woe  of  a  comparal 
brief  nature,  and  he  did  not  thi 
would  lead  to  any  prolonged  ditcni 
He  was  afraid  that  if  mey  poBt| 
the  Yote  nntil  to-morrow,  tbey  i 
not  have  the  preaence  of  the  right 
Qentleman  the  Member  for  Bra 
(Mr.  W.  E.  Foreter).  The  Votf 
not  for  a  large  amount,  being  one 
intended  to  cover  the  existing  sei 
for  the  year.  He  hoped  the  Comn 
would  take  the  Tote  now,  portiet 
as  another  opportonity  would  be  afli 
for  discasaingit. 

Mb.  sexton  said,  that  if  the 
vemment  did  not  propose  to  tak( 
other  Vote  but  that  for  Bechuana 
he  should  recommend  his  hon.  anc 
taot  Friend  (Colonel  Nolan)  to  with 
hia  Motion. 

Sir  FABBER  HEESCHELL 
he  would  submit  to  right  hon.  Oi 
men  on  the  Treasury  Bench  tba 
Opposition  were  entitled  to  a  little 
sideration.  Hon.  Members  sittin) 
low  the  Gangway  got  the  Votes  in  i 
they  were  interested  fixed  just  as 
pleased,  ["Oh!"]  He  did  not 
plain  of  Hon.  Members  getting 
but  he  did  submit  to  the  Qoven 
that  some  eonsideratioa  should  be  s 
to  those  who  sat  in  the  Opposition 
of  the  House,  when  they  made  a  re 
that  a  Vote  should  not  be  taken 
time  when  they  considered  it  coul 
be  properly  discussed.  The  Bechi 
land  Vote  did  not  stand  nest.  Th( 
for  National  Education  in  Ireland 
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ral  Benches  were  remarkable  for  their 
emptinesa.  They  had  been  at  irork  the 
whole  of  that  ni^ht,  and  since  6  o'clock 
the  Liberal  Benches  had  onlj  had  one 
occupant,  and  he  was  aaleep.  He  con- 
sidered that  the  Iriah  Members  were 
entitled  to  as  much  consideratioii  mt 
right  hon.  Genllemen  on  the  Front 
Opposition  Benches,  and  therefore  he 
strongly  objected  to  the  taking  of  the 
Post  Office  Vote- 

Thb  SEOHETABT  of  STATE  for 
WAE  (Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH)  said,  the 
OoTcmment  desired  to  put  an  end  to 
this  conversation — it  was  really  only 
wasting  the  time  of  the  Committee.  It 
ri^bt  Don.  Gentlemen  opposite  did  npt 
wish  to  take  the  Vote,  the  GkivemmeDt 
hod  no  wish  to  proGS  it  on.  His  ri^bt 
hon.  and  gallant  Friend  (Colonel  Stan- 
ley) only  proposed  to  take  the  Vote  be- 
cause be  was  aware  that  aeveral  Mem- 
bers were  remaining  in  the  House  to 
discuss  it.  The  Government  would 
consent  to  report  Progress,  and  put  the 
Tote  down  for  to-morrow. 

Thb  CHAIBMAN  said,  it  wan  seeee- 
eary  that  the  Motion  be  withdrawn,  In 
order  that  he  could  put  the  Question 
that  the  ResolutionB  be  reportecl  to  the 
House. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Besolntions  to  be  reported  1^-mirrme, 

Committee  to  sit  again  To'morme. 

StTPPLT.— EEPOBT. 

Besolntions  [27th  July]  r^orUd. 

Resolutions  1  to  20,  inclusive,  agrMd  U. 

(30.)  "  That  a  Supplementary  miia,  not  oi- 
ceedin;  £16.000,  b«  gnated  to  Her  Majertf, 
to  defray  the  ChiLrg«  which  will  come  in  course 
of  paymeDt  dniing  the  year  SDdin^  on  Uie  Slat 
day  of  March  1S86,  in  Aid  of  the  Coat  of  Main- 
tenanoe  of  Diatompiked  and  Main  Roads  in 
England  and  WaJea  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  29th  day  of  March  1886." 

Mb.  MARUM  said,  that  this  was  a 
Vote  of  £16,000  for  Distarnpiked  and 
other  Beads  in  England  and  Wales. 
There  had  already  been  voted  £215,000 
for  roads  in  England  and  Wales,  and 
£35,000  for  roads  in  Scotland.  The 
Votes  taken  for  County  Court  Houses 
and  SherlSs'  Courts  brought  the  sum 
that  had  been  voted  in  easement  of  the 
taxation  of  counties  in  England,  Soot- 
land,  and  Wales,  to  the  round  figure  of 
£350,000.    There  ww  nothing  of  the 


the  "next  Tote  in  order ;  but  that  had 
been  postponed  because  hon.  Members 
desired  its  postponement.  The  Post 
Office  Vote  was  not  to  be  token  that 
night,  because  hon.  Members  below  the 
Gangway  wished  it  should  not.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Sligo 
(Mr.  Sexton)  had  just  said  that  if  the 
GoTemment  would  not  proceed  with 
any  Vote  but  that  for  Bechuanaland,  he 
should  recommend  his  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  (Colonel  Nolan)  to  withdraw  the 
Motion  to  report  Progress.  Surely, 
under  the  circumstances,  it  was  not  an 
unreasonable  appeal  that  was  now  made. 
It  could  not  be  suggested  that  any 
Members  of  the  Opposition  had  done 
anything  to  impede  the  progress  of  tbe 
Estimates.  He  knew  there  were  Mem- 
bers who  felt  very  strongly  that  this 
Vote  should  not  be  taken  at  this  time. 

The  8ECEETABY  op  STATE  fob 
THE  COLONIES  (Colonel  Stanley)  said, 
that  rather  than  there  should  be  any 
wrangling,  he  would  not  proceed  with 
the  Vote.  He  bad  thought  it  was  to 
the  convenience  of  certain  right  hon. 
GenUemen  opposite  that  the  Vote  should 
oome  on  that  night. 

Me.  B.  H-  PAGET  said,  he  hoped 
the  Vote  would  be  taken  that  night.  If 
hon.  Gentlemen  desired  to  discuss  the 
Vote  when  the  proceedings  could  be 
fully  reported,  they  would  have  an  op- 
portunity of  doing  so  on  Beport  of 
Supply.  The  hon.  and  gallant  QenUe- 
man  (Colonel  Nolan)  had  expressed  a 
desire  to  withdraw  the  Motion  to  report 
Progress.  He  (Mr.  B,  H.  Paget)  hoped 
it  would  be  withdrawn. 

Mb.  MOLLOY  said,  the  proposition 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  for 
Durham  (Sir  Farrer  Hsrsohell)  was  that 
the  Committee  should  proceed  with  the 
Post  Office  Tote  that  night,  and  post- 
pone the  Bechuanaland  Vote  until  to- 
morrow. The  Irish  Members  were  in 
the  House  during  the  whole  of  last 
nia^t,  and  remained  in  attendance  till 
h^-past  3.  They  were  obliged  to  be 
present  on  account  of  Bills  being  brought 
on  in  which  they  were  interested.  Where 
was  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  ? 
He  was  not  present. 

SiK  FAEHEE  HEH8CHELL  :  I  was 
the  last  person  in  the  House,  and  spoke 
on  the  last  BiU  which  was  taken. 

Mb.  MOLLOT  said,  that  last  night 
the  Irish  Members  were  in  attendance; 
and,  if  he  remembered  aright,  the  Libe- 
jSir  Farrer  Hericketl 
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For  Ireland.  A  similar  sum 
land  would  amonnt  to  some- 
£3,500  to  each,  county  in 
local  taxation.  Hs  would 
what  was  the  reason  of  such 
B  snm  being  given  in  aid  of 
n  in  England,  Scotland,  and 
not  a  farthing  being  given 

»IDBNT  OP  THE  LOOAI, 
;ENT  board  (Mr.  A.  J. 
iminded  the  faon.  Gentleman 
i)  that  the  present  arrange- 
ade  by  the  late  GoTemment 
ago.      The  eubvention  was 

0  Ireland,  because  in  that 
e  was  no  Carriage  Tax.    Of 

Government  bad  not  pre- 
ive  a  reconeideration  to  the 
ion  of  subventiona  in  aid  of 
m.     All  they  had  done  was 

1  basis  laid  down  by  their 
I,  and,  in  acoordanoe  with 
0  propose  to  the  Committee 
aentary  Estimate  which  was 
eoesaary.     Any  reoonsidera- 

question  whioh  might  be 
uit  be  reserved  for  a  future 

PH  M'KENNA  said,  it  waa 
t  to  say  that  this  subvention 
tended  to  Ireland,  because 
>  Carnage  Tax  in  that  coun- 
le  Imperial  taxation  levied 
lad  been  measured  against 
[taxation  levied  in  England, 
liug  what  Income  Tax  it 
in  order  to  pay  off  the  taxa- 
Qgland,  an  Inoomo  Tax  of 
;he  ponud  would  discharge 
irial  taxation ;  but  tt  would 
noomo  Tax  of  5».  U.  in  the 
ischarga  all  the  taxation 
levied  in  Ireland.  He  did 
argue  the  point  now  ;  but  it 
lus  to  talk  about  the  non- 
t  assessed  taxation  to  Ire- 
Ireland  paid  in  proportion 
ne  more  than  double  Eng- 
>on  her  income. 
RICK  O'BRIEN  said,  he 
k  this  was  the  time  to  enter 
nderation  of  the  imposition 
axes  in  Ireland,  and,  there- 
hon.  Friend  (Ur.  Mamm) 
division,  he  (Sir  Patrick 
Dnld  vote  in  opposition  to 

NOLAN  said,  the  argument 
right  hon.  Cientleman  (Mr. 


A.  J.  Balfour)  was  a  very  dang« 
one  for  Irish  ratepaysM.  The  fact 
mained  that  money  was  voted  in  aii 
local  taxation  in  England  and  Scotli 
and  none  was  voted  for  a  similar  ; 
pose  in  Ireland.  It  was  said  that 
land  did  not  pay  a  Carriage  Tax ; 
the  Irish  people  paid  an  enormous  i 
upon  their  alcohol.  It  was  very  1 
that  a  rich  country  like  England  shi 
receive  a  handsome  grant  toward) 
roads,  and  that  a  poor  country  like 
land  should  receive  nothing  at  all.  B 
ever,  he  did  not  wish  to  press  the  mi 
now,  because  the  present  Oovemn 
had  not  bad  time  to  turn  their  atten 
to  it. 

Resolution  agrtttl  to. 

Pemaining  Resolutions  agrtti  to. 

COUNTY  OFFICERS  AND  COOHTS  (I 
LAND)  (PEN8IOS3)  BILL.— [Bill  II 
(JTr.   C<U9tiU.Bmurma«,  Mr.  SoUeil 
antral  for  Irilatid.) 
OOIOIITTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Mb.  sexton  begged  to  move 
adjournment  of  the  debate.  He 
an  Amendment  on  the  Paper  ^i 
the  Bill,  and  he  thought  it  would  nc 
convenient  to  enter  into  it  at  so  latt 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "1 
the  Debate  be  now  adjourned,"— ( 
Sexton,) — put,  and  agrMcl  to. 

Committee  dtftrrti  till  Tt-mvrrov. 

LUNACY  LAWS  AMENDMENT  BIL 
{Mr.   Arthur  Balfour,   Mr.   Stumrl  ■  Wtr. 
[bill  244.]    covxnTEE. 

Bill  eotuuhred  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Mb.  WAETON  said,  his  did  not  i 
to  delay  the  progress  of  this  Bill ;  bv 
had  an  Amendment  on  the  Paper  to 
of  the  clauses.  He  desired  to  point 
to  the  right  bon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  A 
Balfour)  the  difference  between  som 
the  provisiona  in  the  Bill  and  thosi 
5  &  6  Viet.  0.  97.  In  the  present  1 
the  pauper  lunatic  and  the  lunatic 
was  not  a  pauper,  but  was  simply  w 
ing  about,  were  jumbled  up  in  a  i 
remarkable  way.  It  would  have  h 
far  better  if  they  had  followed  the  w< 
mg  of  the  old  Act,    It  would  have  I 
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better  if  Section  2  had  been  divided,  to 
as  to  have  made  a  diatinction  between 
tbese  two  classes  oflunatioB.  He  would 
not  move  his  Amendment,  but  recom- 
mended the  matter  to  the  attention  of 
the  right  hon.  Qentleman. 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVEENMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  A.  J. 
BALFntm)  expreBaed  a  hope  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  would  not 
delay  the  pro^sa  of  the  measure.  With- 
out the  BUI,  pauper  lunatics  had  to  be 
taken  to  the  twlice  station  and  placed  in 
a  cell,  which  was  perhaps  one  of  the 
voret  places  that  a  lunatic  could  be  put 
into.  Therefore,  he  hoped  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  would  not  preaa  his 
Amendment. 

Bill  npartti,  without  Amendment. 

House  rnumtd. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  paittd. 

SBCRETABT  FOB   SCOTLAKD   [sALABtES]. 

Cantidtrtd  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committae.) 

Stioltrtd,  That  it  i>  •zpedient  to  aattiMite 
llie  payment,  out  of  moneye  to  be  pTovided  bj 
FBrliamsat,  of  the  rakr^  of  a  Secretary  for 
Sootland,  and  of  any  offioiali  who  may  be  — 
pointed  ODdsr  the  proTinODi  of  any  Aot  d 
MsMat  8«won  for  appointing  a  Secretary  for 
ScotLuid. 

Beeolution  to  be  reporttd  Tn'inarteui. 

FUBLIO    irOBKS    L0AK8,    fto.   [ADTUTOEa.] 
Caaidtnd  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
'  (1.)  Stu-lvtd,  That  it  is  expedient  to  antho- 
riee  advanoea  out  of  the  Coniolidated  Fund  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  ta  ont  of  money*  in  th« 
bandi  of  the  National  Delit  CommiutoDere  held 
on  accoant  of  9aTiags  Banka.  of  any  enm  o1 
money  not  exoeedin^  £3,000,(100  in  the  whole, 
to  enable  the  Pubhc  Works  Loam  Commia- 
eioDen,  and  not  exceeding*  £1,000,000  in  thi 
whole,  to  enable  the  Commiuiontre  of  Fublio 
Works  in  Ireland,  to  make  adToncee  in 
motion  of  Fubliii  Woiki. 

(2.)  JRaoh-id,  That  it  ii  expedient  to  autho- 
rJM  further  advances  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  any  lum  oi 
■ami  of  money,  not  exceeding  £100,000  in  tht 
whole,  to  enalda  the  Land  Commiaaian  in  Ire- 
land to  make  adTancea,  or  for  the  putchwe  of 
Eetatee,  in  punoance  of  "  The  I^nd  Law  (Ire- 
land) Act,  1881,"  and  "The  Tramwaye  and 
Publio  Compaoiea  (Ireland)  Act,  1883." 

(3.)  Sinloid,  That  it  ii  expedient  to  em. 
DOwer  the  Oommisiionen  of  Her  Mi^eety'l 
Treaiur J  to  reduce  from  five  to  lour  per  osnt. 
per  annum  the  rete  of  int«re«t  payable  on  thi 
debt  due  to  tbe  Publio  Work*  Loan  Commie. 
■ionen  by  "  The  Londonderry  and  Lough 
SwiUy  Bailway  Act,  1S83." 

Jfr.  Wartm 


(4.1  Rtttlrii,  That  it  is  expedient  to  antlio- 
rise  the  Publio  Works  Loon  CommU«ionirs  to 
remit  all  lomi  due  in  reepect  of  the  North  and 
South  Lanarkshire  and  East  and  West  Laikark- 
shire  Roads  over  and  above  the  sum  of 
£G,1B7  Si.  7tf.  and  the  interaat  thereon,  in  re- 
spect of  the  debt  ot  the  Nortli  and  South 
Lanarkshire  Boadt,  and  over  and  above  the 
sum  of  £4,G10  lOi.  and  the  interest  thereon,  in 
respect  ot  the  debt  of  the  East  and  Wett 
Lanarkshire  Roads. 

(6.)  Sttatved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  aath«< 

M  the  Commiaaionen  of  Public  Works  in 
Ireland  to  remit  the  sura  of  £tlO  2i.  -Id.  being 
the  amoant  witb  intereat  of  a  debt  dne  by 
Timothy  Moore  in  respect  of  certain  buildingt 
erected  ai  dwellings  (or  the  labouring  claaeei  m 
Dublin. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  Tt-marrex. 

FOOB  LAW  GUABDIANS,  mELASD  [OOBT  OJ 

PBoaEcunoNs]. 
CtMiitrti  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Oanumttee.} 
Snalmtd,  That  it  is  sxpediaat  to  autiMtiMtlM 
payment  of  Costs  of  Proeecations,  and  oompso- 
■ation  for  leas  of  time,  which  may  be  inonrred 
onder  the  proviuooi  of  any  Act  of  the  present 
Session  for  amending  the  Law  relating  to  the 
Election  of  Poor  I<w  G-mu'dians  in  Iiitbod,  ia 
like  manner  as  the  Expmses  of  Froeeoation  in 
cases  of  felony  in  Ireland  are  paid. 
Resolatioa  to  be  reported  Ib-sHnwia. 

HoQie  a^tcnmed  at  Two  o'etoek. 


HOUSE    OP    COMMONS, 
Widnnday,  29tk  July,  1885. 


KTINUTES.)— SuFPLT— AHui'^r<tf  ■■  OtamHtm 
—Civil  Sibtici  Estihatbs-Clus  IV.— 
Education,  Sciihce,  and  Art,  Vote  14 ; 
Class  V. — Fokeioh  and  Colonial  Services. 
Vote  7 :  RivEMTE  DEPAnTHENTB ;  Civil  Sib* 
vioK  EsTiHATBB— Class  I.'— Pdblio  Wokju 

AI1dBuILDIHOS;£SD0  (SDrFLBKENTART)  Qol- 

Siiolutiim$  [July  28]  nporlti. 
Wats   ano  azkss—eoruidirtd  in  Gmmittu  — 

£46,3St,!27,  Consolidated  Fund. 
RuoLCTioNS  IN  OoxMrrrBB— Mavj  and  Amiy 

Expenditure,  1B83-4. 
Pkivatb  Bills  (iv  Ordtr) — Lerii  Aimindmtntt 

to    CoBimoBj    Amtndmcnli    agrad    (o^Rath- 

mines  and  Rathgor  Township. 
Public  Bills  —  Orierid  —  Pint   Stadinf  — 

Public   Works  Loans*   [354];    East  Indis, 

Army  Pensions  Deficiency  •  [Mfi]. 
Firtt  Sutding  —  Ecclesiastical  Conunissionen 

(No.  a)' [263]. 
Stptrt  nf  Stliet  CtntnitlM  —  Crown   Lands* 

tfil]. 
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Puh«riM  (SootJuid)  Amaod- 


Elementar;  Edncatioa 
ConfirmAtioD   1  Birmingham, 
LockI  OoTerDmrat   (Ireland) 

lien  (Public  Health  Act)  (Na. 


ITE  BUSINESS. 

AMD    RATHQAE    TOWN- 
XL   [Lttrit}  (hfOrdn.) 
dm  ent  to  Commoiu  Amend- 
fd. 

ON  said,  he  beliered  th&t 
1  taken  out  certain  words 
endment  which,  had  been 
lie  hoD.  and  learned  Friend 
or  llonagban  (Mr,  Healy), 
■an)  was  not  in  a  position 
kt  the  exact  effect  oi  the 
rneot  would  be ;  but  the 
r  Agent  had  uaured  him 
effect  of  DJilcing  it  was  to 
iviaion  more  operatire.  If 
.  Gentleman  the  Chairman 
:  Ueans  aooepted  the  as- 
}  Parliamentar;  Agent  he 

would  not  object  to  the 

&IBMAN  (Sir  Akthub 
be  was  quite  prepared  to 
rdB  Amendment.  He  had 
portunity  of  carefully  con- 
oatter  ;  and  he  was  bound 
much  upon  the  judgment 
lentary  Agent.  But  as  be 
und  that  the  view  of  the 
r  Agent  was  never  mis- 
IS  quite  prepared  to  accept 
nt  on  the  aosurance  which 
n. 
ImeottoGummonaAmend- 
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in  ooone  of  paymint  daring  tlie  jear  ending  on 
the  31rt  Aa.y  of  March  1886,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Eipenaea'of  the  Commiuionen  ot  Kational 
Edntation  in  IrsUnd. " 

Mr.  8KXT0N  eaid,  be  thought  it  was 
a  matter  of  regret  that  the  Goversment 
had  not  seen  their  waj  to  the  introduo- 
tion  of  a  Supplementary  Estimate  in 
order  to  eke  out  the  miserable  incomes 
of  the  National  School  teachers  of  Ire- 
land  ;  and  he  hoped  it  might  not  yet  be 
quite  too  late  for  them  to  reconsider  the 
matter.  The  National  School  teachers 
of  Ireland  had  a  powerful  claim  upon 
the  Government,  no  matter  what  Party 
was  in  power ;  but  be  thought  they  had 
a  specially  powerful  claim  upon  the  pre- 
sent Qovemment,  for  reasons  which  he 
would  briefly  state.  Ten  years  had  now 
elapsed  since  the  right  bon.  Baronet  the 
Leader  of  the  House  procured  the  pass- 
ing of  a  Bill  under  the  provisions  of 
which  the  Boards  of  Poor  Law  Guar- 
dians is  Ireland  were  enabled  to  con- 
tribute to  the  incomes  of  the  National 
teachers.  At  the  time  of  the  passing  of 
the  Bill  the  right  hon.  Baronet  declared 
that  if  the  measure  were  found  to  be 
ineffective  for  this  purpose  the  Govera- 
ment  would  see  that  the  losses  of  the 
teachers  were  mads  good  in  some  other 
way.  It  was  notorious  that  the  Act 
turned  out  to  be  a  complete  failure. 
There  were  \6h  Poor  Law  Unions  in 
Ireland,  and  he  did  not  suppose  that 
one  of  them  contributed  now  to  the  in- 
comes of  the  National  School  teachers. . 
In  fact,  the  failure  of  the  Act  was  so  com- 
plete that  three  years  after  it  was  passed 
into  law,  the  Members  of  the  present 
Government  being  then  in  Office,  the 
House  of  Commons  adopted  a  unanimous 
Resolution  declaring  that  the  condition 
of  the  Irish  National  teachers  demanded 
the  immediate  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Later  on  a  sum,  equal  on  the 
average  to  £4  a-year,  was  added  to  the 
incomes  of  the  teaohers ;  but  when  they 
considered  the  failure— the  very  natural 
and  justifiable  failure — of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  to  contribute  to  the  expense 
of  a  system  over  which  they  had  no  con- 
trol, and  when  tbey  considered  also  the 
demands  that  were  made  on  the  inoomes 
of  the  teachers  by  the  requirements  of 
the  pension  scheme,  he  thought  it  would 
be  admitted  by  everyone  who  bad  paid 
the  least  atteution  to  the  subject  that 
the  condition  of  the  National  Subool 
teachers  in  Ireland  was,  practically,  no 
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better  now  ttiaa  it  was  a  few  j'ears  ago, 
when  the  House  of  Commona  declared 
that  their  condition  demanded  immediate 
attention.  No  doubt,  in  consequence  of 
the  failure  of  the  Boai^  of  Guardians,  a 
provision  had  been  adopted  whereby 
contingent  contribation  from  the  result 
fees  was  made  payable  in  case  of  a  cou' 
tribution  from  any  local  source.  Sut  he 
was  sorry  to  say  that  he  beliered  this 
had  turned  out  to  be  also  a  fictitious  con- 
tribution, and  not  a  substantial  pro- 
vision, because,  in  many  cases,  the 
teachers  had  been  driven  to  inflate  the 
local  contributions,  and  to  represent 
them  to  be  in  excess  of  what  they  were, 
as  they  had  no  other  way  of  obtaining 
oontingeat  contributions.  On  the  whole, 
the  teachers  were  in  the  same  position 
as  they  were  when  the  House  declared 
that  their  condition  required  immediate 
attention.  Indeed,  the  additional  con- 
tribution to  their  salaries  amounted  in 
187S  to  only  It.  6d.  per  week,  and  mads 
no  material  alteration  in  their  position. 
The  National  School  teachers  claimed 
that  their  incomes  were  inadequate  to 
the  decent  requirements  of  their  condi- 
tion of  life  ;  and  they  asserted  that  they 
were  performing  work  similar  to  that 
which  was  done  by  teachers  in  England 
and  Scotland,  and  done  quite  as  well, 
irhile  they  were  receiving  not  much  more 
than  one-balf  of  the  remuneration.  If 
they  would  take  the  male  and  female 
teachers  of  England,  it  would  be  found 
that  the  average  income  was  more  than 
£100  a-year.  The  average  income  of 
teachers  in  Scotland  was  considerably 
higher  than  £100  a-year;  while  the 
Irish  National  School  teachers  claimed 
that  the  average  amount  of  their  in- 
comes, from  all  sources,  was  not  more 
.than  £60  a-year.  He  knew  that  the 
Board  of  National  Education  had  issued 
a  Table  of  averages  which  placed  the 
figures  higher  than  that  amount ;  but  he 
would  observe  that  the  frequent  Tables 
of  averages  issued  by  the  Board  of 
National  Education  on  the  subject  all 
difiered  from  one  another,  and  only  re- 
sembled each  other  in  putting  the  emo- 
luments of  the  teachers  much  higher 
than  they  actually  vere.  The  chief 
officials  of  the  National  Board  of  Edu- 
cation were  very  dexterous  indeed  in 
the  manipulation  of  figures,  and  hav- 
ing excellent  salaries  of  their  own  they 
were  well  content  to  use  figures  for  the 
purpose  of  showing,  or  endeavouring  to 
Jfr.  Stftm 
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show,  that  their  humbler  subordin&tea 
had  higher  salaries  than  they  reallj 
had.  Although  the  middle  class  schools 
and  others  were  better  cared  for,  tbo 
majority  of  the  principal  teachers  in 
Ireland  were  not  getting  more  for  olasa 
subjects  than  2*.  6</.  a-day,  and  the 
assistant  teachers  derived  froui  the  same 
source  about  2*.  a-day.  When  he  put  a 
Question  a  few  days  ago  to  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Leader  of  the  House, 
the  reply  he  received  was  that  the  Qo- 
vemment  could  not  introduce  a  Supple- 
mentary Estimate,  because  if  they  ware 
to  do  so  they  would  prejudice  the  case. 
He  (Ur.  Sexton)  failed  to  see  how  it 
would  prejudice  the  case.  The  case,  as 
far  as  it  regarded  the  incomes  of  the 
teachers,  had  already  been  considered 
by  all  parties,  and  he  thought  that  the 
teachers  had  a  fair  right  to  be  judged 
by  the  common  feeling.  Would  anyone 
say  that  the  incomes  of  the  National 
School  teachers  were  sufficient  for  the 
important  functions  discharged  by  the 
teachers,  or  for  the  due  maintenance  of 
their  position  in  life  ?  He  was  at  a  loss 
to  understand  what  could  possibly  be 
meant  by  prejudicicg  the  case.  The 
late  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  (Mr.  Tre- 
velyan)  had  a  Bill  in  his  pocket  last  year 
which  had  for  its  object  the  augmenta- 
tion of  the  incomes  of  the  teachers,  and 
the  late  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  (Mr.  Campbell-Bannerman) 
introduced  a  Bill  which  be  stated  would 
make  ^  considerable  addition ;  and  the 
only  reason  why  that  Bill  had  not  been 
carried  forward  was  the  catastrophe 
which  happened  to  the  late  Oovemment. 
Now,  it  was  very  hard  if  a  great  poli- 
tical event  was  to  be  assigned  as  a  rea- 
son why  a  poor,  bard-working,  and  de- 
serving class  of  public  servants  were  to 
be  left  in  a  position  of  starvation,  and  it 
would  only  have  been  generous  for  the 
Oovemment  to  have  included  in  a  Sup- 
plementary Estimate  some  special  adiu- 
tion  to  the  inoomes  of  the  National 
School  teachers  which  might  appease 
their  demands,  and  deal  with  the  most 
urgent  part  of  their  claim  until  the  whole 
question  could  be  reconsidered.  He 
was  not  without  hope  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  see  his  way  even 
now  to  shadowing  forth  some  better 
prospect  of  deahng  with  the  subject 
than  the  answer  be  had  given  the  other 
day.  Not  only  was  there  deep  discon- 
tent throughout  Ireland  upon  this  sub- 
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ject,  but  he  thought  the  hon.  Member 
for  Kildsre  (Ur.  Heldou)  would  confirm 
him  in  the  obserration  that  the  class  of 
Nitioiial  Sohool  teachers  in  Ireland  was 
d&ilj  deteriorating  in  conseqaence  of 
the  n^Iert  of  their  demands.  Within 
the  last  10  years  the  Civil  Service  and 
other  Departments  of  the  Public  Service 
had  opened  themselrea  out  to  the  Na- 
tional School  teachers  ;  and  it  was  ao- 
knowledged  by  the  most  experienced 
Inspectors  of  the  Board  of  Education 
that  it  was  difficult,  even  in  a  large  city 
like  Dublin,  to  secure  proper  teachers. 
Indeed,  one  Inspector  had  asserted  that 
the  National  teachers  in  his  district 
were  more  like  agricultural  labourers 
than  teachers.  It  was  certainly  a  sad 
omen  for  the  future  that  the  school 
teachers  were  obliged  to  take  to  shops 
and  to  work  small  farms,  or  to  go  cattle 
iobbmg  for  the  purpose  of  picking  up  a 
livisf.  Every  hon.  Member  would 
agree  with  him  that  pursuits  like  those, 
occupying  the  attention  and  time  of  the 
National  School  teachers,  and  drawing 
them  away  from  their  regular  pursuits, 
Tonld  tend  to  the  injury  of  education, 
■nd  prevent  the  teachers  from  resorting 
to  that  study  and  use  of  their  time  which 
vonld  enable  them  to  improve  their 
clusificatioD  in  the  service,  and  thereby 
tend  to  promote  the  general  interests  of 
Ihs  people.  This  was  an  urgent  matter. 
But  there  was  another  matter  which,  in 
his  opinion,  was  also  urgent,  and  that  was 
that  there  should  be  an  entire  reform  in 
the  oonstitutioD  of  the  Board  of  National 
EdncatioQ  in  Ireland.  He  did  not  think 
that  there  could  be  found  a  worse  ad- 
Dunistnttion  in  the  world.  He  did  not 
think  it  possible  to  organize  or  imagine 
kvoneadminiatration.  It  was  composed 
of  two  elements.  The  first  was  the  Board 
itnlf.  The  Board  was  a  showy  institu- 
tion,  composed  of  20  persons  of  consider- 
■blfl  pomp  and  dignity,  most  of  them 
officials  who  had  plenty  of  work  to  do 
dsewhere,  and  who  very  seldom  attended 
the  meetings  of  the  Board.  On  the  Mo- 
tion of  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Cavan  (Mr.  Biggar)  a  Betum  was  ob- 
tained last  year  which  was  of  a  very 
instmctiTe  character.  It  shoned  the 
■ttendance,  up  to  a  certain  period,  at 
the  mee&igB  of  the  Board.  That  Betum 
sppUed  to  20  Commissioners  appointed 
to  administer  £750,000  of  the  public 
money  annually  for  the  education  of 
Irish  children,  and  it  would  be  aeen  that 


many  of  those  gentlemen  very  seldom 
took  the  trouble  to  concent  themselves 
with  the  aCTairs  of  the  institution.  Out 
of  the  entire  20  there  were  only  four  or 
five  who  habitually  attended  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Board.  Of  course  the  paid 
Commissioner  was  alwajrs  there,  and  the 
paid  Commissioner  was  the  soul  and 
essenco  of  the  authority  of  the  entire 
Board.  He  thought  it  was  highly  de- 
sirable that  the  Commissioners  should 
have  continued  to  give  information  as  to 
the  attendance  at  the  meetings  of  the 
Board ;  and  he  claimed  on  behalf  of  the 
public  a  right  to  be  informed  what 
Commissioners  attended  to  their  duty 
and  what  Commissioners  neglected  It. 
But  this  year  he  was  informed  that  the 
CommisBionersrefuBed  any  longer  to  give 
that  information.  What  right  had  those 
gentlemen  to  appl;  the  principles  of  the 
Star  Chamber  to  the  administration  of 
education  in  Ireland  ?  What  right  had 
they  to  go  into  a  room  in  Marlborough 
Street  and  transact  their  business  in  the 
dark?  It  was  necessary  that  light  should 
be  thrown  upon  their  administration,  and 
that  the  public  should  receive  more 
satisfaction  than  the  mere  whim  of  the 
Commissioners  for  spending  £750,000 
without  affording  information  as  to  who 
took  part  in  the  administration.  There 
was  something  worse  behind,  because  it 
was  not  merely  the  Board  who  adminis-  . 
tered  the  money  ;  but  there  was  within 
the  Board  a  sort  of  inner  secret  junta, 
whose  proceedings  were  never  made 
pnblic:  The  Board  was  composed  of  a 
paid  Commissioner  and  four  subordi- 
nates— two  secretaries  and  two  chiefs  of 
inspection,  and  those  five  gentlemen  sat 
in  secret.  In  regard  to  their  proceed- 
ings there  was  no  efficient  responsibility 
whatever,  although  they  had  the  whole 
power  of  the  sjstem  in  their  own  hands. 
How  had  they  exercised  it  ?  They  ex 
ercised  it  in  a  spirit  of  petty  despotism. 
Very  lately  the  Inspectors  of  the  Na- 
tional Board  had  the  temerity  to  bring 
their  grievances  under  the  notice  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  whereupou  what 
was  called  the  Commission  rebuked  them 
harshly ;  and,  ubt  satisfied  with  abusing 
the  Inspectors  themselves,  they  got  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  to  do  so  also.  The 
men  had  been  simple  enough  to  think 
that  it  was  the  right  of  any  citizen,  if  he 
thought  he  was  suffering  a  grievance, 
to  bring  the  knowledge  of  it  under  the 
notice  of  Parliament ;  but,  in  the  opl- 
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nion  of  those  five  well-paid  geallemen 
who  transacted  their  businees  in  the 
dark  in  Harlborough  Street,  it  was  a 
misdemeanour  for  the  Inspectors  of  the 
National  Board  to  attempt  to  instruct 
the  Sepreeentatives  of  the  people  as  to 
the  nature  of  the  grievances  they  suf- 
fered. A  still  more  scandalous  and  con- 
temptible exercise  of  authority  occurred 
in  the  case  of  the  teachers.  A  oouple  of 
years  ago,  at  their  annual  dinner,  the 
teachers  omitted  the  health  of  Earl 
Spencer.  They  drunk  the  health  of  the 
Queen,  and  we're  simple  enough  to  think 
that,  having  paid  homage  to  Bojalty, 
they  ought  not  to  extend  Boyal  honours 
even  to  so  exalted  a  person  as  the  Lord 
Lieutenant.  It  appeared  that  Sir  Patrick 
Keenan  oonceived  in  his  own  brain  that 
there  had  been  an  intentional  insult  to 
Earl  Spencer  in  omitting  to  drink  the 
health  of  the  Viceroy,  and  the  result 
iras  that  a  Circular  of  the  most  unpre- 
cedented character  was  issued  to  the 
teachers.  They  were  warned  that  penal- 
ties of  a  drastic  character  would  lollow 
any  attempt  on  their  part  to  criticize 
the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners, and  that  they  would  be  held 
responsible  personally — which  ho  pre- 
sumed to  mean  the  loss  of  their  situa- 
tions— for  any  language  which  might  be 
used  at  any  meotings  of  theirs  by  Mem- 
bers of  the  House.  He  oballenged  his- 
tory to  furnish  a  parallel  for  this  act  of 
audacity  on  the  part  of  the  junta  which 
sat  in  secret  in  Marlborough  Street. 
Not  only  did  they  endeavour  to  chain 
the  minds  and  curb  the  tongues  of  those 
in  their  own  employment,  but  they  even 
attempted  to  impose  conditions  on  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  other 
persons.  But  the  Irish  Uembers  in- 
tended to  pursue  an  independent  course, 
altogether  regardless  of  the  views  of  the 
Oommiseioners  in  Marlborough  Street, 
or  of  any  other  Public  Board  in  Ireland. 
He  claimed  that  the  Oovernment  should 
consider  this  question  with  the  view  of 
the  Irish  Members  being  told  whether 
the  Bepresentatives  of  the  people  were 
to  be  allowed  to  confer  freely  with  the 
National  teachers  of  Ireland,  or  whether 
it  was  seriously  intended  that  those 
humble  men  should  labour  under  heavy 
grievances,  and  should  be  debarred  from 
receiving  the  aid  of  the  advocacy  of  their 
Parliamentary  Friends  by  the  exercise  of 
cowardly  threats  thrown  out  by  the  Com- 
missioners. There  was  this  ouiious  epi- 
Mr.  Sfxlon 


sode  in  recent  Irish  history.  Sir  Patriolc 
Keenan,  the  head  Commissioner,  having 
congratulated  Earl  Spencer  on  the  roMolt 
of  his  labours  in  Ireland,  was  made  by 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  on  the  last  da;  he 
spent  in  Ireland,  a  Privy  CouDcUIor. 
Ho  that,  as  Sir  Patrick  Eeenan  had 
hitherto  been  enabled  to  work  his  will 
in  secret  upon  the  unfortunate  Nadooal 
teachers,  so  henceforth,  as  a  Privy 
Councillor,  he  might  be  at  liberty  to 
operate  upon  ttie  rights  and  freedom 
01  his  countrymen  at  large.  He  (Mr. 
Sexton)  had  also  to  complain,  with  re- 
gard to  the  relations  of  the  Board  to* 
wardstheNationalteaohers,  that  not  only 
had  the  Board  not  exerted  itself  to  im- 
prove their  condition,  but  it  had  actually 
dona  all  in  its  power  to  prevent  them 
from  improving  that  condition  by  their 
own  industry.  The  Commissioners  had 
thrown  every  obstacle  io  their  power  in 
the  way  of  the  teachers  who  endeavoured 
to  obtain  employment  in  other  branches 
of  the  Public  Service.  In  this  connec- 
tion he  had  mentioned,  the  other  night, 
the  case  of  an  unfortunate  man  who 
was  trained  in  the  Marlborough  School, 
but  who,  relinquishing  the  teaching  pro- 
fession, took  the  situation  of  a  pruoa 
warder.  ButwbatdidtheCommissioners 
do  ?  They  made  an  arrangement  by 
which  the  whole  of  the  £45  wbioh  had 
been  spent  in  his  training  as  a  teacher 
should  be  deducted  from  the  man's 
wages  at  the  rate  of  5t.  a-week  from 
the  I7i.  a-week  which  he  received  as 
prison  warder.  This  arbitrary  course 
was  pursued  simply  because  the  man 
had  gone  into  another  service  to  find 
employment,  having  been  unable  to  ob- 
tain it  in  the  pro^saion  for  which  he 
had  been  trained.  In  England  no  ob- 
Btaole  was  interposed  in  £e  way  of  a 
teacher  pursuing  any  avocation  he 
thought  ht  out  of  schools  hours ;  but 
in  Ireland,  if  a  teacher  endeavoured  to 
establish  a  Science  and  Art  class  out  of 
school  hours,  the  Commissioners  inter- 
posed, and  the  effect  was  to  keep  a  man 
who  was  suffering  very  extreme  poverty 
idle  in  the  evening  when  he  was  willing 
to  use  hia  abilities  in  the  service  of  the 
public  if  he  were  allowed  to  do  so. 
What  was  the  meaning  of  that  absurd 
and  cruel  restriction  ?  The  only  way  in 
Ireland  in  which  a  teacher  could  im- 
prove his  position  was  by  improving  his 
classification,  and  to  do  that  he  must  be 
examined.    But  before  he  could  be  exa- 
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mined  the  head  Inspector  and  the  local 
Inspector  must  concur  in  hia  appIi'cBtion, 
and  must  report  upon  the  condition  of 
bis  Mhool.  He  did  not  see  wh;  such 
obstacles  should  be  put  in  the  teacher's 
vaj.  No  doubt,  the  teacher  iras  not 
obliged  to  go  up  for  examioatiou ;  but 
if  be  did,  of  his  own  free  vill,  end  failed, 
what  was  the  consequence  ?  The  Com- 
missioners reported  the  fact  of  the  failure 
to  bis  manager.  They  did  not  report 
tbe  details,  nor  said  what  branches  of 
learning  be  had  not  succeeded  in  ;  but 
they  only  said  that  the  answers  of  the 
candidate  were  not  of  sufficient  merit  to 
eecnre  his  promotion.  So  that  the  con- 
sequence of  a  man  presenting  himself 
for  examination  in  order  to  improve  hie 
miserable  income  was  reported  to  the 
managers  of  tbe  school  with  which  he 
was  connected  as  practically  incompe- 
tent, and  hie  means  of  living  were 
placed  ID  jeopardy.  He  also  objected 
strongly  to  the  system  of  confidential 
Baporta  adopted  by  the  National  Board 
of  Ireland.     The  National  Board  refused 

to  produce  and  to  lay  upon  tbe  Table 

the  Beports  made  by  their  own  Inspec- 
tors, The  practice  of  the  Star  Cham- 
ber in  tbe  days  of  Charles  I.,  and  the 
ecaliar  devices  of  the  Council  of  Ten  in 
ediasval  Tenice,  were  revived  in  this 

Board  of  to-day.     An  Inspector  reported 

a  teacher  for  incompetency.     The  first 

the    teacher  heard  about  it  was  in  a 

letter  from  the  manager,  rebuking  him, 

diarating  him,  or  dismissing  him ;  but 

be  was  never  allowed  to  see  the  Beport 

of  the  Inspector.    The  case  against  nim 

waa  heard  in  his  absence,  and  he  was 

condemned  in  tbe  dark.     Even  when  a 

Hember   of   the  House   of   Commons 

moved  for  such  documents  his  demand 

was  refused  on  the  ground  that  the  Be- 
port was  confidential.    Confidential !    A 

dara  of  officials  in  the  service  of   the 

State  wore  allowed  to  ruin  another  class 

at  their  pleasure,  and  the  injured  men 

were  not  allowed  to   see  the  Beport! 

which  bad  been  made  against  them,  be- 
cause, forsooth,  those  Beports  were  held 

to  be  confidential !    Ten  years  ago  that 

waa  not  the  system  in  vogue.  The  Be- 
ports irere  produced  then ;  and  he  re- 
membered the  case  of  a   man  named 

Uorris,  in  which  a  Report  was  laid  upon 

the  Table.     But  since  the  right  bon. 

Hember    for    Bradford    (Mr.    W.    E. 

Fonter)  went  to  Ireland,   Sir  Patrick 

Keenan  and  the  Commissioners  of  the 
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National  Board  appeared  to  have  adopted 
the  worst  practices  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman. Whenever  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman threw  a  man  into  prison  without 
accusation  or  trial — whenever  he  threw 
a  National  School  teacher  into  prison,  as 
he  had  done  in  some  cases— Sir  Patrick 
Eeenan  and  the  Commissioners  of  the 
National  Board  immediately  dismissed 
that  man  from  the  service  of  the  Board. 
He  knew  that  in  one  case  a  maa  was 
dismissed  solely  on  the  ground  that  be 
had  been  arrested  ou  suspicion  by  .the 
hon.  Member  for  Bradford.  [Mr.  Iixiwo- 
WORTH :  The  right  bon.  Member  for 
Bradford.]  He  could  understand  that 
the  hon.  Member  for  Bradford  (Mr. 
Illingworth)  was  anxious  to  relieve  him- 
self of  the  imputation.  Of  course,  it 
was  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Bradford 
(Mr.  W.  E.  Forster).  Not  only  waa  the 
teacher  dismissed  from  the  service  of  the 
National  Board,  but  every  one  of  his 
relatives.  The  whole  family  was  thrown 
into  a  state  of  penury  and  destitution; 
and  if  that  was  not  unjustiSabte  and 
aibitrary'tyranny,  he  did  not  know  what 
course  of  proceeding  could  be  properly 
so  described.  Would  the  right  hon.  Qen* 
tleman  tell  the  Committee  whether  this 
system  of  confidentisl  Beports  waa  to  be 
continued,  or  whether  the  National 
teachers  in  Ireland,  who  were  threat- 
ened with  the  loss  of  salary  and  of 
living,  would  in  future  have  some  op- 
portunity of  meeting  the  charges  made 
against  them,  just  as  the  worst  and 
basest  criminal  had  in  a  public  Court  of 
Justice  1  He  claimed  also  that  when  a 
teacher  failed  in  his  examination  his 
failure  should  be  oommunioated  to  him- 
self; and,  unless  the  school  manager 
was  anxious  to  bear  about  it,  the  Com- 
missioners should  not  volunteer  infor- 
mation for  which  the  manager  did  not 
ask,  andwhichmustexerciae  a  damaging 
influence  upon  the  future  position  of  the 
man.  Until  recently — and  he  waa  not 
quite  sure  that  it  did  not  exist  at  the 
present  moment — the  Commissioners 
prevented  a  man  from  obtaining  a  de- 
gree  in  the  University.  Some  of  the 
members  of  their  own  body  had  ob- 
tained degrees;  but  the  Commissioners 
debarred  the  teaohers  from  doing  so. 
Why  was  that?  It  waa  because  if  a 
man  obtained  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts  in  a  University  it  would  afford 
evidence  of  the  injustice  of  the  Com- 
miesiouera  if  they  refused  to  allow  him, 
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on  examination,  to  go  into  tlio  first 
clasB.  They  did  not  want  rmy  collateral 
criticism  tu  be  broiight  to  bear  upon 
their  caae;  and,  therefore,  thoy  were 
anxious  to  prevent  anj  National  School 
teEicher  from  obtaining  a  Unirersitj  de- 
gree. He  knew  the  case  of  a  teacher 
■who  had  the  misfortune  to  write  a  prize 
essaj  in  Tk«  Frtamati'i  Journal  some  time 
ago  oa  the  grievances  of  the  National 
teachers.  It  was  a  most  able  and  t 
perate  paper.  Ho  knev  the  writer  to 
be  an  able  man,  and  a  man  of  excep- 
tional attainments  in  classics  as  well  as 
English;  but,  because  he  ventured 
criticize  the  system  and  expose  the 
grievances  of  the  teachers,  what  vas  the 
fate  of.  that  man?  He  underwent  six 
examinations  in  order  to  improve  his 
ciassiGcation  ;  but  he  never  succeeded  in 

Sassing  beyond  the  lowest  grade  of  a 
rational  teacher,  although  he  was  a 
.  man  who  had  proved  himself  to  be  of  a 
capacity  far  higher  than  was  requisite  to 
enable  him  to  obtain  the  highest  grade. 
After  many  years  of  fruitless  exertions 
to  improve  his  position,  be  was  at  length, 
by  a  series  of  persecutions,  driven  out 
of  the  service  of  the  Board.  The  Com- 
missioners were  not  willing  that  the 
teachers  should  obtain  University  de- 
grees ;  but  they  were  not  unwilling  that 
one  of  the  higher  officials  of  their  own 
body  should  claim  a  degree  which  ho 
had  never  obtained  at  all.  There  was  a 
book  called  a  Frimtr  of  Grammar,  by 
"Lionel  Edwards,  Master  of  Arts," 
Some  of  the  Inspectors  would  not  allow 
questions  upon  grammar  to  be  answered 
out  of  any  other  book,  yet  would  it  be 
believetl  that  that  book,  which  pur- 
ported to  be  written  by  Lionel  Edwards, 
M.A.,  was  written  by  John  Sherer,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Board,  who  was  too 
modest  to  give  bis  real  name,  but  tacked 
to  his  pseudonym  a  degree  he  had  never 
obtained  ?  In  the  county  of  Sligo,  re- 
cently, a  teacher  named  Doyle,  an  able 
man  whom  he  bad  the  pleasure  of  know- 
ing, wished  to  go  to  London  for  the 
purpose  of  increasing  his  efBciency  by 
attending  acourse  of  scientific  instruction 
at  South  Kensington.  He  wished  the 
Committee  to  mark  the  intelligence  of 
the  Commissioners.  This  man  wanted 
to  go  away  for  a  few  months,  and  he 
asked  for  leave  to  appoint  a  substitute. 
Their  answer  was — "No,  you  cannot 
appoint  a  substitute  ;  but  a  teacher  must 
resign  if  he  wants  to  go  to  London,  and 
Mr.  ^exton 


a  new  teacher  must  be  appointed  in 
place."  The  teacher  gave  way  and 
signed,  and  a  new  teacher  was  appoii 
The  new  teacher  resigned  very 
afterwards,  and  the  manager  waapl 
in  this  position — he  had  either  to  i 
the  school  altogether,  to  the  great 
of  the  children,  or  else  to  appoii 
monitor.  He  appointed  a  monitor, 
discharged  the  duties  well;  but  t 
the  principal  teacher  returned  : 
London  he  was  allowed  to  roe 
charge  of  the  school ;  but  the  Com 
sionsrs  actually  refused  to  rocogniz 
part  of  the  school  time  of  the  yeai 
period  during  which  the  monitor  w. 
obarge.  The  Commissioners  said 
the  manager  bad  no  right  to  appoi 
monitor,  and  that  there  was  a  rule 
a  manager  should  not  dismiss  a  tea 
without  three  months'  notice.  It 
alleged  that  this  clause  was  intei 
for  the  protection  of  the  teacher, 
that  it  was  a  reason  why  the  time 
ing  which  the  school  was  in  charge 
monitor  should  not  be  allowed.  He 
informed  that  the  Commissioners 
retreated  from  the  position  they  tool 
on  that  question ;  but  be  would  lik 
know  from  the  right  bon.  Qentle 
whether,  in  future,  a  teacher  who  wii 
to  come  to  London  in  order  toobtaii 
struction  in  science  would  be  allowe 
do  BO  without  any  impediment  bi 
thrown  in  his  way  ?  He  also  wishe 
inquire  whether  the  time  in  an  £ag 
school  during  which  a  monitor  occu 
the  position  of  principal  teacher  wi 
be  allowed  in  the  school-time  of  the  y 
because  the  children  would  otherwis 
prevented  from  obtaining  the  result 
the  examination,  and  the  income  of 
year  would  be  diminished.  Adoi 
great  objection,  and,  indeed,  his  p 
cipal  objection,  to  the  system,  was 
the  Boord  had  a  strict  monopoly  in 
preparation  and  sale  of  school  bO' 
They  compiled  an  edition,  publisher 
and  sold  it ;  they  kept  shops  an 
depot  for  the  sale  of  their  school  boc 
and,  in  point  of  fact,  instead  of  allon 
free  trade,  they  exercieed  ajetrict  mi 
poly  against  the  rights  of  private  en 
prize,  and  also  against  the  intereeb 
education.  The  result  was  that 
Commissioners  issued  an  antiquated 
of  class  books  in  which  they  comple: 
ignored  the  history,  biography,  ; 
bteraturo  of  Ireland.  Their  geogra] 
and  history  extended  only  to  Folesl 
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Testament,  and  they  ironld 
ay  reference  in  their  bocks 
icenefl  of  Irish  history,  he- 
ight, perhaps,  include  some- 
raa  not  in  accordance  vitb 
its  of  the  English  Oovem- 
jhould  have  suppased  that 
id  nations  the  histoi;  of  the 
F  would  furnish  one  of  the 
of  education.  Even  Sir 
lan  himself  had  reported  for- 
rour  of  inoorpoiating  Irish 
le  National  school  books ; 
othing  about  that  no  IT.  Sir 
lan,  in  the  interests  of  edii- 
d  various  countries  in  eider 
uiries,  and  ho  had  reported 
propriety  of  teaohing  the 
age  in  ths  schools  of  Malta 
I.  For  one  of  hia  Reports 
I  a  C.B.,  and  for  another  he 
id.  All  references  to  ths 
^on  were  studiously  avoided 
books.  Perhaps  that  was 
r  by  the  fact  that  one  of  the 
the  Board  of  Education  of 
a  gentleman  who  was  for- 
at  preacher  against  Catho- 
ho  was  in  the  habit  of  dis- 
suhlic  peace  at  the  Custom 
blin  bj  occupying  the  pu  blic 
[e  bad  said  that  the  Board 
language  and  literature  of 
what  would  the  Committee 
?  About  20  years  ago  the 
d  one  of  their  books,  and  in 
tion  printed  an  account  of 
3f  Queen  Pbilippa  from 
\ronicUi.  Somebody,  how- 
ception  to  it,  and  thereupon 
t.  So  also  in  regard  to  the 
em  written  by  one  of  the 
lal  poets,  Samuel  Lover. 
Sherman's  wife  saw  a  baby 
.  said  that  an  angel  was 
a  it,  the  sentiment  was  con- 
trable,  as  also  was  another 
of  the  woman  "  numbering 
The  Gommisaioners  cut  out 
ulian  boat  song  of  Thomas 
se  it  contained  a  prayer  to 
?hy  should  not  the  sale  of 
be  thrown  open  to  national 
If  a  veto  was  to  be  exer- 
be  exercised  by  some  sen- 
.  The  books  now  in  use 
able  to  Kanuchatka  as  to 
ey  contained  nothing  of  the 
e  nature,  or  the  soul  of  the 
the  gems  of  Irish  literature 


were  left  out  because  they  happened  to 
contain  reference  to  some  famous  Irish 
personage ;  and,  as  be  had  intimated, 
all  reference  to  scenes  that  were  famous 
in  Irish  history  were  ignored,  because  it 
was  suspected  they  might  not  be  quite 
agreeable  to  the  sentiments  of  the  Eng- 
lish Government.  If  the  preparation  of 
those  books  waa  thrown  open  to  publio 
competition  the  publishers  in  Ireland 
would  have  a  fair  chance,  and  their  in- 
genuity would  be  brought  to  bear  in 
providing  books  more  suitable  to  the 
present  times,  and  to  the  requirements 
of  the  present  age  ;  and  if  a  veto  were 
lodged  in  the  hands  of  some  sensible 
person  there  would  be  so  danger  that 
any  unsuitable  facts  would  be  allowed 
to  creep  into  such  books.  Before  he  sat 
down  he  was  desirous  of  making  an  ap- 
peal to  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  on  the 
eubjeotof  the  Irish  language.  TheOom- 
misaioners  of  National  Education  had 
done  no  worse  turn  to  Ireland  than  in 
their  treatment  of  the  Irish  language. 
There  were  at  ths  present  moment  in 
Ireland  about  300,000  persons,  or  nearly 
one-third  of  a  million,  either  of  schooU 
going  age,  or  coming  up  to  it,  whosa 
native  tongue  and  lauguags  were  Irish. 
Sir  Patrick  Keenan  had  pointed  out,  in 
former  days,  that  the  only  intelligent 
way  of  teaching  English  to  an  Irish- 
spsaking  person  was  to  teach  him  first 
the  grammar  of  the  Irish  tongue,  and 
then,  by  the  use  of  that  tongue,  to  teach 
him  the  grammar  and  meaning  of  Eng-  . 
lish.  Some  time  ago,  in  a  school  in  the 
county  of  Donegal  most  of  the  pupils 
lived  in  a  bog,  and  every  morning  when 
they  went  to  school  they  carried  sods  of 
turf  to  light  the  school  fire.  They  read 
the  English  lessons  glibly ;  but  having 
examined  them  personally  in  order  to 
ascertain  what  they  reaUy  knew  he 
found  that  they  did  not  know  what  the 
meaning  of  the  word  "  bog "  was. 
What  waa  the  use  of  teaching  children 
anything  in  that  parrot  light  when  a 
few  months  spent  in  teaching  them  Irish 
would  give  them  the  grip  of  correspond- 
ing words  in  the  English  language? 
Hitherto  the  Irteh  children  had  never 
received  those  advantages,  and  he  held 
that  the  Commiasionora  of  the  National 
Board  of  Education  had  done  great 
wrong  to  the  children  by  excluding  the 
teaching  of  the  Irish  tongue.  Within 
the  last  generation  3,000,000  of.,  poor 
people   had    emigrated   from   Ireland. 
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Moat  of  them  had  passed  through  the 
Nfttinnftl  SohooU  of  the  cjuntry.  Of 
those  3,000,000  he  could  say,  with  re- 
g:ard  to  1,000,000  of  them,  at  least,  that 
Irish  WM  the  language  of  their  homes ; 
&ud  if  a  rational  method  had  beea 
adopted  of  teaching  them  first  the  gram- 
mar of  Irish,  and  then  having  the  Eng- 
lish language  explained  to  them  through 
the  native  tongue,  thej  Trould  have|;one 
to  a  foreign  land  with  something  like  a 
knowledge  of  their  native  tongue,  and  a 
practical  knowledge  of  English.  But  in 
consequence  of  the  stupidity  of  the  Na- 
tional Board  of  Education  those  unfor- 
tunate persons  would  pass  their  lives 
and  go  down  to  their  grares  after  a 
struggle  in  a  foreign  country  without 
either  a  literary  command  of  their  own 
vernacular  or  a  practical  knowledge  of 
English.  They  were  compelled  to  go 
through  life  heavily  handicapped  in  con- 
sequence of  that  fundamental  defect  in 
their  education ;  and  it  was  owing  to  that 
vicious  system  that  the  unfortunate  Irish 
emigrants  to  other  countries  had  been 
condemned  to  become  hewers  of  wood, 
and  drawers  of  water,  earning  the  lowest 
wages,  aud  suffering  the  extremest 
poverty.  It  was  not  too  late  to  remedy 
bU  that.  He  claimed  that  in  the  Train- 
ing College  now  existing  in  Marlborough 
Street,  and  in  any  extension  which  the 
Government  carried  out  of  the  system  of 
Training  Colleges  in  the  various  Pro- 
vinces of  Ireland,  there  should  be  estab- 
lished aChairof  Irish;  that  the  teachers 
should  be  taught  the  native  tongue,  and 
that  the  native  tongue  should  be  made 
part  of  the  Irish  curriculum,  so  that 
teachers  who  went  to  teach  in  parts  of 
the  country  where  Irish  was  the  language 
apokeo  should  he  competent  to  give  in- 
struction in  that  tongue.  He  was  able 
to  eay,  from  his  oivn  experience,  that 
large  numbers  of  the  people  of  Ireland 
still  spoke  the  native  lunguage.  In  his  ' 
native  county  of  Waterford  38  per  cent 
of  the  people,  and  in  the  county  of  Clare, 
in  which  the  conslitucncy  he  rppresonted 
was  placed,  54  per  cent  of  the  people 
spoke  the  Irish  language.  On  the  West 
Coast  of  Ireland  four-fifths  of  1,000,000 
spoke  Irish.  It  was  not  yet  too  late  to 
make  some  provision  for  the  children  of 
those  people.  Let  them  be  taught  ra- 
tionally as  children  were  taught  at  Malta 
and  Trinidad.  Give  them'afairmodicum 
of  the  grammar  of  their  own  tongue,  and 
as  they  acquired  knowledge  of  that 
Jfr.  Stxton 
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tongue  explain  and  fasten  in  iheir  minds 
the  meaning  of  English.  They  would 
never  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  conclusion 
otherwise,  and  they  would  never  make 
the  teaching  of  the  National  Board  as 
valuable  as  it  ought  to  be  for  the  in- 
struction of  that  class  of  the  Irish  people. 
He  f el  t  so  strongly  uponthequestionofthe 
monopoly  now  existing  in  regard  to  the 
preparation  and  sale  of  class-books  that 
were  utterly  unsuitable  in  Ireland,  and 
marred  by  everyoonceivable  defect  which 
it  was  possible  for  clats-books  to  have, 
that  ho  would  move  the  reduction  of  the 
Vote  by  the  sum  of  £37, 1  SO,  that  being 
the  amount  of  the  Vote  for  the  Book 
Department.  The  time  had  come  when 
that  monopoly  must  bo  discontinued. 
The  preparation  and  sale  of  school  books 
must  be  thrown  open  in  Ireland,  as  they 
were  at  that  moment  in  Qreat  Britain, 
to  the  skill  and  literary  culture  of  men 
who  desired  to  be  employed  in  that 
branch  of  literature.  The  trade  must  be 
no  longer  hampered  by  retaining  that 
monopoly  in  the  hands  of  the  National 
Board.  He  thought  he  had  now  out- 
lined several  matters  in  which  reform 
was  urgently  needed ;  but  he  would  con- 
clude his  remarks  by  saying  that  no 
adequate  reform  would  be  carried  into 
effect  so  long  as  the  present  system  of 
retaining  an  irresponsibleyun^  was  al- 
lowed to  exist  in  Ireland.  When  the 
Irish  Party  had  a  controlling  influence 
in  Irish  affaire,  and  when  her  Press  had 
fair  play,  they  would  soon  see  the  sub- 
stitution of  a  Board  of  Education  of  a 
really  representative  character,  instead 
of  one  which  was  mainly  distinguished 
by  its  irrespoDsibility  and  partixanship. 

The  CHAIRMAN  asked  where  the 
item  was  to  be  found  which  the  hon. 
Member  desired  to  omit  ? 

Mr.  sexton  said,  it  would  be  found 
on  page  400. 

Motion  made,  and  Ques^on  proposed, 
"That  the  itstn  of  X37,150  be  nmittcd  from 
the  proposed  Vote."— (Jfr.  Serloa.) 

Mb.  MELDON  said,  he  wished  to 
offer  a  few  observations  on  a  subject 
connected  with  the  educational  interests 
of  Ireland — he  referred  to  the  condition 
of  the  teachers  in  the  primary  schools. 
That  question  had  been  brought  under 
the  attention  of  the  Honse  es  far  back 
as  1 875.  He  knew  that  the  subject  was 
a  large  one,  and  that  in  the  interval 
many  matters  had  crept  up  vhidt  had 
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reuderod  the  settlement  of  the  question 
then  offered  totally  unacceptable  now  as 
a  final  aettlement.  But  he  did  not  pro- 
poee  to  deal  no*  with  the  larger  state 
of  affairs.  The  position  he  took  up  at 
th«  preeent  time — which  he  thought  was 
a  most  opportune  time — was  this — that 
the  pledges  given  by  the  Gonservatire 
Goremmeut  at  that  date — pledges  given 
by  the  right  hon.  Oentleman  the  present 
Leader  of  the  House — should  be  fulfilled, 
and  not  allowed,  as  they  had  been,  to 
remain  in  abeyance.  What  was  the 
state  of  affairs  in  1875?  A  complaint 
was  made  on  the  pattof  those  interested 
in  education  in  Ireland  that  the  condi- 
tion of  the  teachers  of  the  National 
Schools  was  such  as  not  only  to  be  a 
disgrace  to  the  coantry,  but  unj  ust  to  the 

K>ple  who  were  called  on  to  teach, 
ere  were  three  grievanoes  brought 
forward — first,  that  the  salaries  paid 
were  totally  insufficient;  secondly,  that 
they  were  called  on  to  do  their  work 
without  any  residences  being  provided 
for  them,  and  it  was  pointed  out  that 
many  of  the  teachers  had  to  walk  from 
dx    to    13    miles    a-day,    coming    and 

going 

TsB  CHAIRMAN  wished  to  point  out 
to  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  that  he 
would  have  to  connect  his  speech  with 
the  item  now  before  the  Committee,  or 
to  wait  until  the  Amendment  was  dis- 
posed of,  when  he  would  be  able  to 
speak  upon  the  general  question.  It 
would  not  be  in  Order  to  discuss  the 

Sineral  question  of  education  on  the 
otion  now  before  the  Committee  for 
the  omission  of  a  certain  item. 

Hb.  MELDON  asked  if  he  was  to 
understand  that  the  discussion  must  be 
confined  to  the  item  for  the  preparation 
and  sale  of  books? 

ThbCHAIEMANiTos.  If  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  will  connect  his 
speech  to  that  item  he  will  be  quite 
in  Order.  Strictly  speaking,  the  Com- 
mittee are  now  discussing  the  item  for 

Ue.  MELDON  said,  he  did  not  pro- 
pose to  trouble  the  Committee  with  any 
observations  solely  confined  to  the  ques- 
tion of  books ;  and,  therefore,  he  would 
take  another  opportunity  for  discussing 
the  Tote. 

Mb.  sexton  said,  he  would  with- 
draw his  Motion  for  the  present,  so  as  to 
allow  the  general  question  to  be  dis- 
cussed. 
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The  chairman  :  That  will  be  the 
most  couvenient  course  if  the  general 
question  is  to  be  discussed. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  MELDON  said,  he  had  been  re- 
marking that  there  were  three  questions 
brought  under  the  oonsideratioa  of  the 
House  in  1876  ;  the  first  was  the  salaries 
of  the  teachers ;  secondly,  their  having 
no  residences,  for  it  was  proved  that  80 
per  cent  had  no  residence  provided  for 
them  from  any  source  except  their  own; 
and,  thirdly,  that  there  was  no  system  of 
retiring  pensions  for  the  teachers,  wbea 
old  age  or  in£rmity  obliged  the  teachers 
to  give  up  their  teaching  duties.  Upon 
those  three  heads  the  then  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  and  the  present  Leader 
of  the  House  distinctly  admitted  that 
the  grievance  was  proved  ;  and  he  must 
take  the  opportunity  of  saying  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  met  that  demand 
then  made  in  the  fairest  and  most  open 
way  he  could  do.  As  long  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  remained  in  Office  he 
did  the  utmost  in  his  power  to  apply 
such  remedies  as  he  was  permitted  to 
avail  himself  of.  There  was  but  one 
feeling  among  the  body  of  teachers  in 
Ireland,  and  also  among  the  people 
generally — that  tike  right  hon.  OenUeman 
deserved  every  credit  that  coold  possibly 
be  given  to  him  for  his  action  in  the 
matter.  He  (Mr.  Meldon)  had  no  wish 
to  detain  the  Committee  at  any  length, 
and  therefore  he  would  pass  over  many 
of  the  details ;  but  the  matter  culmi- 
nated in  an  admission  that  those  three 
grievances  had  been  proved,  and  an 
undertaking  was  given  that  a  remedy 
would  forthwith  be  applied.  In  accord- 
ance with  that  undertaking  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  introduced  a  Bill  called 
the  "Teachers  Bill,"  in  1875.  He  in- 
troduced another  Bill  which  dealt  with 
the  question  of  residences,  and  a  sub- 
stantial increase  was  made  to  the  Eali- 
mates  of  1B75  in  order  to  fulfil  the 
promises  he  had  given.  Now,  what 
were  the  remedies  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  ?  In  the  first  place,  he  added 
a  sum  of  something  like  £60,000  a-yeac 
to  the  class  salaries  of  the,  teachers, 
which  amounted  to  an  average  of  £75 
per  head  unconditionally  added  to  the 
salaries  of  the  teachers,  male  and  female. 
He  also  took  a  Tote  for  an  additional 
£60,000  to  be  added  to  the  temunera' 
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tion  of  tbe  teacbora  by  V!a,j  of  result 
fees.  When  the  National  Teacbera' 
Bill  was  brou|i[Iit  in  it  provided  that  tbe 
Boards  of  Quardiana  should  be  at 
liberty,  If  they  thought  fit,  to  provide  a 
further  sum  of  £60,000  to  be  applied 
towards  the  payment  of  one-third  of  the 
result  fees  to  be  earned  by  the  tenants. 
An  additional  sum  of  £60,000  was  there- 
fore taken  in  the  Estimates  to  be  paid 
to  thoee  teachers  who  could  induce  the 
Boards  of  Guardiaas  to  contribute  to 
the  results  fees.  The  way,  therefore, 
in  which  the  matter  stood  was  this — 
£60,000  were  added  to  the  doss  salaries 
unconditionally  out  of  the  Estimates; 
£6U,000  estimated  to  pay  one-third  of 
the  results  fees  the  teachers  might  earn 
were  also  given  unconditionally ;  and 
another  £60,000  wero  taken  in  the 
Estimates  conditionally,  in  order  that 
that  amount  might  be  applied  in  pay- 
ing another  third  of  the  results  fees  in 
ease  the  Boards  of  Guardians  were 
willing  to  contribute  the  remaining  third. 
It  was  pointed  out  at  the  time  in  the 
House  of  Commons  by  those  who  advo- 
cated the  claims  of  the  teachers  that  the 
Bill  would  be  prootically  inoperative, 
and  really  no  solution  of  the  question 
whatever.  The  then  Chief  Secretary 
stated  that  the  Bill  was  only  a  tentative 
one,  and  in  the  conclbding  part  of  hie 
speech  he  pledged  the  Qovernment  to  a 
reconsideration  of  the  case  in  the  nest 
Session  of  Parliament  if  the  Bill  did  not 
work  in  the  way  in  which  it  was  expected 
to  work.  That  pledge  was  given  most 
distinctly,  and  was  reiterated  over  and 
over  again,  and  in  the  year  1875  the  then 
Conservative  Government  and  the  House 
were  pledged,  if  that  Bill  failed,  to  make 
some  other  provision  to  secure  to  the 
teachers  the  remuneration  they  ivere 
entitled  to.  From  that  time  down  to 
the  present  the  pledge  remoiued  entirely 
unfulfilled,  notwithstanding  that  every 
effort  had  been  made  to  induce  not  only 
the  last  Government,  but  the  Qovernment 
which  preceded  it,  to  fulfil  it.  What  had 
taken  place  ?  The  National  Teachers' 
Act  of  1875  having  failed,  the  matter 
was  brought  again  under  the  notice  of 
the  House,  and  the  Chief  Secretary 
stated  that  he  fully  admitted  that  the 
Act  had  failed,  and  that  a  remedy  ought 
immediately  to  be  applied.  That  was 
in  1876.  But  still  nothing  whatever 
irasdone.  The  Government  were  pressed 
year  after  year  to  fulfil  the  pledges  given 
J6-.  Jftldm 
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by  them  in  1875  and  1876;  but  for  some 
reason  or  other  they  neglected  to  do  so, 
and  what  hod  been  the  result  ?  In  1 878, 
as  those  pledges  remained  unfulfilled,  it 
became,  unfortunately,  his  duty  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House,  in  a  more 
hostile  spirit  than  he  cared  lo  do,  to 
those  repeated  breaches  of  faith — not 
only  the  Government,  but  the  House 
being  pledged  to  redeem  the  promise. 
The  Besolution  which  was  moved  on  the 
7th  of  May,  1878,  was  to  the  following 
effect  :— 

■'That  'The  NatJooal  Bchuol  Teachsra  (Ire- 
land)  Act  (ia7fi) '  Had  the  other  meani  adopted 
by  the  Governmsnt  haviop  failed  to  satisfy  tiie 
just  demnndi  of  the  Iruh  NstioDal  School 
Teachers,  this  Honse  ia  of   opinion  that  the 

?'essnt  position  of  the  Irish  Iiational  School 
eachera,  and  th«  discontent  vhioh  prevails 
amongst  that  important  body  of  public  serrants, 
calls  for  the  iminecliiita  attention  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Qovernment,  with  a  view  to  s  satisfac- 
tory adjustment  of  their  claima." 
That  was  the  Besolution  which  he  had 
moved,  and  which  was  directed  against 
the  Conservative  Government  of  that 
day.  And  what  was  the  result  ?  The 
then  Chief  Secretary  (Mr.  J.  Lowther) 
objected  to  that  Itcsolution,  although  the 
case  brought  forward  was  overwhelm- 
ing, and  took  on  himself  to  more  an 
Amendment  to  leave  out  the  words 
referring  to  the  discontent  which  pre- 
vailed, in  order  to  insert  the  words 
"calls  for  the  immediate  attontion  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government."  With  the 
unanimous  assent  of  the  House  the 
following  Resolution  was  passed: — 

"  That '  The  National  School  Teachers  (Ire- 
land) Act,  I87d,'  and  the  other  means  adoptod 
by  Oia  GovemmBnt,  haTiDg  failed  to  utisfy 
the  just  demands  of  the  Irish  National  School 
Teachers,  this  Uouie  is  of  opinion  that  the  pre- 
sent position  of  the  Irish  National  School 
Teachers  calls  foe  the  immediate  attention  of 
Her  llHJesty'i  GovarnmBnt,  with  H  view  to  a 
satisfactory  adjustment  of  their  claims." 

Since  that  day,  up  to  the  present  time, 
not  a  single  step  had  been  taken  to  in- 
crease the  salaries  of  th«  National  School 
teachers,  or  to  improve  their  position  in 
respect  of  their  salaries,  except  gtanting 
one  sum  to  them,  to  which  ho  proposed 
to  call  attention  presently.  What  was 
Ihoir  position  with  respect  to  salary  at 
the  present  moment  ?  All  he  asked  for 
was  that  the  pledge  given  in  IS76  upon 
this  question  of  salary  should  be  carried 
out.  He  had  no  wish  to  go  into  the 
general  question  at  all ;  but  he  merely 
desired  now  to  ask  that  the  pledge  giren 
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ID  1875  by  the  then  Conservative  Gr>< 
vernmeDt,  repeated  in  1»T6,  and  af- 
firmed by  the  Resolution  passed  by  the 
House  io  1876,  ehould  be  carried  out. 
The  reeult  had  been  that  the  Act  of 
1S75  had  beoome  practically  useleu  and 
inoperative.  Boarda  of  Guardiana  in  a 
few  instances  had  become  contributors ; 
but  the  great  body  of  teachers  had  lost 
a  third  of  the  result  fees  intended  to  bo 
provided  by  the  scheme  of  1875.  They 
were,  indeed,  also  very  nearly  losing 
another  third  intended  to  be  provided 
for  them ;  but  by  an  arrangement  that 
local  contributions  should  be  counted  as 
contributions  by  the  Guardiana,  this 
aeoond  part  iras,  to  a  great  extent, 
secured.  There  had,  however,  been  an 
absolute  loes  to  them  from  1875  to  the 
present  of  one-third  of  the  result  fees 
earned  by  them  from  year  to  year. 
What  an  overwhelming  case,  then,  had 
the  teachers  in  favour  of  their  claims. 
The  statements  he  had  made  could  not 
he  oontroTerted ;  it  had  been  admitted 
all  through,  and  never  denied,  that  what 
the  teachers  were  seeking  they  should 
have ;  but  they  had  been  put  oS  from 
day  to  day.  The  question  now  was, 
could  anything  practical  ba  done  to  give 
them  temporary  relief  ?.  That  could  be 
done  in>  two  ways.  First,  it  might  be 
done  in  the  manner  suggested  by  hia 
hoa.  Friend  tho  Member  for  Sligo  (Uc. 
Sexton),  by  a  Supplementary  Estimate 
'  being  now  brought  in  to  meet  the  diffi- 
culty in  the  present  year,  so  that  teachers 
should  not  suffer  further  loss  from  the 
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so  long  ago.  That  was  a  simple  way  of 
doing  it ;  but  there  was  anotherway  quite 
as  easy,  and  one  that,  if  the  Treasury 
would  not  come  to  the  assietance  of  the 
cause  of  education  in  Ireland,  ought  to 
be  adopted,  Not  only  did  the  last  Con- 
servative Government  give  promises, 
but  the  late  Government,  over  and  over 
again,  promised  to  introduce  a  Bill  to 
eairy  out  the  compact  of  1875.  For 
some  reason  be  did  not  care  to  inquire 
into  at  the  present  time,  their  pledges 
remained  unfulfilled  until'  the  present 
Session,  when  the  late  Government  in- 
trodnoed  a  Bill  which,  according  to  their 
ideas,  did  carry  out  the  pledge  given  by 
their  Predecessors  and  by  themselves  on 
several  ocoaaiona.  One  part  of  that  Bill 
pvposed  to  make  it  compulsory  on 
Unions  to  make  the  contributions  it  was 
intended  they  should  make  in  1875.    If 


that  had  been  done  seven  years  ago,  so 
far  as  tho  salaries  were  concerned,  the 

Sledges  of  1875  would  have  been  re- 
eemed.  In  1875  it  was  suggested  that 
instead  of  the  Bill  being  voluntary  on 
Unions  it  should  be  made  compulsory  ; 
and  it  was  suggested  to  the  then  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  that  if  a  rate  of  a 
National  character  were  imposed  by  the 
Bill,  teachers  would  have  been  secured 
to  the  full  extent,  not  to  what  they  were 
entitled,  but  to  what  they  were  promised 
in  1875.  But  for  some  reason  or  other 
the  idea  waa  not  adoptod,  nor  was  the 
Bill  made  compulsory  upon  Unions. 
The  late  Government  did  introduce  in 
their  Bill  a  provision  making  it  com- 
pulsory upon  Unions  to  make  contribu- 
tions, and  they  provided  for  the  raising 
of  such  by  a  National  rate.  Unfortu- 
nately, the  Bill  however  did  not,  in  his 
opinion,  carry  out  the  pledges  of  1875, 
and  for  this  reason — it  introduced  many 
provisions  of  a  oontroveraial  character ; 
it  contained  many  matters  which  were 
mixed  up  with  the  promises  made  in 
1875.  But  now  what  could  be  done? 
The  Bill  iutroduoed  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment might  be  taken  up  by  the  preoent 
Government  and  passed  into  law  this 
Session,  omitting  everything  from  it 
save  that  the  contributions  of  the 
Unions  promised  in  1675  should  be 
made  compulsory.  He  could  see  no 
difficulty  in  that  course,  and  it  would 
carry  out  the  promise  of  1875.  There 
were  then  two  different  ways  of  fulfill- 
ing those  pledges — by  the  Treasury 
coming  forward  with  a  Supplementary 
grant,  or  by  carrying  on  the  Bill  cut 
down  to  the  propoaal  to  make  contribu- 
tions from  the  rates  compulsory.  He 
did  not  see  why  this  last  course  should 
Qot  bo  followed,  for  he  obaerved  that 
the  Bill  introduced  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment had  no  hostile  Notices  against  it, 
and,  so  far  as  he  knew,  it  waa  not 
opposed  on  that  side  of  the  House.  He 
did  not  wish  to  occupy  the  time  of  the 
Committee  further.  .  He  had  pointed 
out  how  pledges  were  made,  how  Par- 
liament was  pledged  and  succeaairo  Go- 
vernments were  pledged,  and  how  those 
pledges,  up  to  the  present,  remained 
unfulfilled.  One  other  matter  he  should 
call  attention  to,  for  it  might  be  said 
that,  Bubeequent  to  the  Beaolution 
of  1878  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
something  had  been  done,  for  £40,000 
a-year  had  been  added  to  the  salaries 
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of  class  teachers  since  then.  But  the 
object  ni  that  was  not  to  increase  the 
salaries  of  the  teaohers,  but  it  was  part 
and  parcel  of  the  pension  scheme  b; 
which  a  nucleus  was  to  be  formed,  the 
teaohers  being  required  to  make  contri- 
butions to  entitle  tham  to  pensions.  It 
was  pointed  out  hov  impossible  it  was 
for  them  to  do  so  from  their  miserable 
meagre  salaries,  so  this  sum  of  £40,000 
wasallowed  Bspart  of  thepeusion  scheme, 
ho wevernot  in  redemptionof  the  pledges 
of  1876.  Heconteuded  that  the  full  re- 
sults fees  promised  in  1675  should  he 
secured  to  the  teaohers  for  this  year, 
leaving  the  larger  question  open  for 
settlement  hereuter.  That  should  be 
done  either  by  a  grant  or  by  a  rate, 
Keneral,  or  imposed  by  each  Union. 
The  pension  scheme  he  had  mentioned 
was  of  this  nature — a  large  sum  from 
the  Church  Surplus  was  allocated  as  a 
nucleus  to  form  a  Pension  Fund,  and 
teachers  were  required'  to  make  an- 
nual contributions  to  that  Fund  until 
they  reoeired  a  pension.  The  age 
at  which  a  teacher  was  entitled  to 
a  pension  was  65,  and  they  usually 
entered  the  serrico  at  an  early  age — 17 
or  18;  and  that  meant  that  the  vaet 
majority  obtained  no  pensions  at  all ; 
and  those  who  reached  the  age  of  65 
enjoyed  their  pensions  for  a  very  short 
time.  It  had  turned  out  that  the  snm 
allocated  to  form  the  nucleus  for  the 
Fund  was  far  more  than  sufficient,  ac- 
cording to  actuarial  calculations,  tc 
afford  pensions  at  a  much  earlier  age. 
Of  course,  he  would  not  now  enter  fully 
into  that  point ;  but  he  would  direct  the 
attention  of  the  Chief  Secretary  to  it, 
and  the  gross  injustice  of  fixing  the  pen- 
sion age  at  65.  No  matter  how  long 
teachers  had  been  in  the  servioe- 
yeors,  or  20  years,  or  lees — they  all 
oeived  exactly  the  same  pension,  which 
depended  not  upon  length  of  service, 
but  upon  the  ability  of  a  man  or  woman 
to  live  for  a  certain  time.  Nothing 
more  absurd  in  relation  to  a  pension 
ocheme  could  be  found.  The  scheme 
was  worthless.  A  great  number  of 
teachers  dropped  off,  unable  to  keep  in 
the  service  to  the  age  fixed ;  and  if  the 
scheme  were  not  amended  it  would  be 
of  little  or  no  use.  It  should  be  remem- 
bered that  the  teaohers  were  themselres 
giving  large  contributions  towards  pen- 
sions. He  would  suggest  that  the  re- 
tiring age  for  men  be  fixed  at  55,  and 
Jfr.  Mtldm 
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of  women  at  SO,  length  of  service  being 
taken  into  account.  Another  question 
was  that  of  residences.  The  groaa  in- 
justice in  not  providing  teachers'  reei- 
dences  was  admitted  in  187S.  Every 
ipeaker  who  addressed  the  House  in 
the  debate  on  that  occasion  admitted  the 
hardship  to  teachers  and  injury  to  the 
cause  ofeducationby  not  havingteachers 
properly  housed.  It  was  pointed  out 
that  no  grant  was  made  unless  the  aohool 
house  was  in  good  condition  and  well 
fitted ;  and  it  woe  maintained  that  suit- 
able teachers'  residences  were  equally 
necessary ;  and  it  was  calculated  that 
£5,000  would  be  required.  A  scheme 
was  then  prepared  by  which  loans 
should  he  granted  for  the  erectioD  of 
teachers'  residences ;  that  the  money  to 
build  should  be  advanced  at  the  rate  of 
5  per  cent,  repayable,  principal  and  in- 
terest, in  25  years,  half  of  the  interest 
to  be  paid  by  money  voted  by  Parlia- 
ment. The  sum  of  £5,000,  for  one  year, 
was  voted  in  1875.  It  was  a  very  fair, 
a  liberal  offer,  and  had  the  plan  been 
properly  worked  would  have  been  satis- 
factory ;  but,  in  the  result,  not  a  single 
farthing  of  the  £5,000  voted  hy  the 
House  for  the  erection  of  dwellings  for 
teachers  had  been  expended.  The  next 
year  £2,SO0  was  voted,  and  "none  of 
that  expended,  and  so  it  dwindled  down 
to  £500  being  taken  for  the  purpose. 
In  the  result,  now,  a  little  over  £1,000 
a-year  was  annually  paid  in  annuities 
after  the  Act  had  been  in  work  for  10 
years.  In  point  of  fact,  the  entire  Act 
had  been  inoperative.  Bomething,  he 
thought,  sbouJd  be  done.  The  original 
scheme  was  a  good  one,  and  he  would 
suggest  that  the  Board  of  Education 
should  be  empowered  to  make  it  com- 
pulsory that  residences  should  be  pro- 
vided, except  in  very  exceptional  cases, 
just  as  they  insisted  on  a  proper  school 
house  and  fittings  being  provided. 
UDless  something  of  that  kind  were 
done  teaohers  would  be  left  precisely  in 
the  same  position  they  were  in  in  1875 
BO  far  ka  residences  were  concerned.  He 
had  omitted  details  in  connection  with 
this  subject ;  be  had  merely  pointed  out 
the  circumstances;  he  had  shown  that 
promises  remained  unfulfilled — promises 
not  only  of  eaccessive  Qovemments,  but 
of  the  House.  And  what  bad  been 
going  on  these  10  years?  He  would 
venture  to  say,  an  enormous  amount  of 
mischief  had  been  done  to  the  oanse  of 


,Coot;^lc 


Supply— Civil 


(Jolt  29,  1 


Strvice  EttimaUt. 


410 


edncation  by  reason  of  the  grieTanceB 
of  the  Kational  teackerB  being  left  bo 
long  in  abejanoe.  They  had  beea 
forced  to  agitate  jear  after  year.  A 
more  exemplary  body  of  men,  ivho  oon- 
dnoted  thair  agitation  for  yean  with  the 
otmoBt  moderatioD,  coutd  not  be  found ; 
and  it  had  been  productive  of  the  utmost 
mischief,  that  it  had  been  proTed  to 
thosa  men  that  they  might  agitate  as 
long  as  they  liked,  in  a  moderate  man- 
ner, without  haviug  their  just  and  ad- 
mitted grieTauces  redreBsed.  The  otass 
of  teachers  entering  the  service  was  much 
inferior  to  what  it  was ;  they  had  lost 
hope  in  having  anything  done  for  them 
after  these  repeated  breaches  of  faith. 
The  agitation  of  10  years  had  done  more 
to  injure  education  than  anything  else 
in  the  period.  He  hoped  he  had  put 
forward  these  views  with  moderation. 
He  complained  of  a  breach  of  faith ;  he 
had  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
last  Conservative  Oovemment  deserved 
a  large  amount  of  credit  for  what  they 
had  done  and  what  they  promised,  and 
their  promises  they  were  bonnd  in 
honour  to  carry  out.  He  had  pointed 
out  two  ways  in  which  that  could  be 
done  without  the  slightest  difGcolty,  or 
the  necessity  for  lengthened  considera- 
tion ;  the  question  had  been  fully  con- 
aiderod ;  and  he  now  asked  that  effect 
should  be  given  to  the  decision  arrived 
at.  He  wished  to  guard  himself  by 
Baying  that  he  did  not  consider  that  the 
fulfilment  of  the  pledges  given  would 
be  a  final  settlement  of  the  entire  ques- 
tion. He  abstained  from  going  into 
the  general  question  ;  he  confined  him- 
self to  the  pledges  given  to  himself  per 
Bonally  and  publicly  in  the  House ;  and 
upon  those  points  it  was  fair  to  press, 
leaving  others  to  press  for  a  final  settle- 
ment of  the  larger  question  that  must 
undoubtedly  be  dealt  with  without  very 
much  delay. 

'' '  Ua.  STNAN  said,  the  oause  of  the 
National  teachers  in  Ireland  had  not 
only  the  sympathy  and  the  support  of 
every  Irish  Member  in  that  House  ;  but 
speaking  at  that  moment,  and  even  at 
that  stage  of  the  Sesuon,  he  thought 
that  it  was  due  to  Irish  Members,  oon- 
sidering  the  pn^ress  that  had  been 
made,  that  a  practical  solution  of  the 
question  ought  to  be  brought  about 
within  the  ehort  time  before  them. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Eil- 
dare   (Mr,    Meldon)  had   proposed  to 


the  Committee  two  remedies  for  the 
grievanoes  of  the  National  teachers. 
The  first  wasaSupplementary Estimate; 
and  the  second  was  that  the  Oovemment 
should  proceed  with  the  Bill  brought  in 
by  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  imder  the  late  Ooyem- 
ment.  Now,  he  thought  that  if  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Kildare  was 
aware  of  the  state  of  public  opinion,  - 
and  he  (Mr.  Synan)  had  a  share  in  that 
public  opioioD,  he  would  have  arrived 
at  the  conclusion  that  this  second  remedy 
would  be  of  a  contentious  character,  and, 
as  Buch,  that  it  would  be  likely  to  oc- 
cupy the  time  of  the  House  for  a  longer 
Eeriod  then  was  now  at  the  disposal  of 
on.  Members ;  and  therefore  he  looked 
upon  the  suggestioD,  coming  at  that 
stage  of  the  Session,  as  not  a  practicable 
remedy  for  the  grievsnoes  of  the  IrishNa- 
tional  teachers.  Now,  with  the  first  pro- 
posed remedy,  that  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Sligo  (Mr.  Seston)  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  bring  in  a  Supplementary 
Estimate,  he  quite  agreed.  It  altogether 
rested  with  Her  Majesty's  Qovernmsnt 
to  sayyos  or  no  to  that  proposal.  Would 
they  bring  in  a  Supplementary  Estimate 
to  meet  the  grievance  of  the  deficiency 
in  the  salanes  of  the  Irish  National 
teachers,  and  to  carry  out  in  practice  the 
promise  made  in  1675,  the  Besolution  of 
1676,  and,  in  fact,  to  offer  another  re- 
medy for  that  offered  by  the  late  Go- 
vernment f  Now,  it  certainly  appeared 
to  him  that  if  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment was  as  anxions  to  serve  the  Irish 
National  teachers  as  they  professed  to 
be  in  the  years  1875  and  1678,  and  as 
the  late  Government  promised  when  they 
brought  in  the  Bill  of  last  Session,  they 
would  meet  with  no  real  opposition  in 
carrying  out  the  proposal.  He  did  not 
think  that  the  Government  would  meet 
with  opposition  from  any  section  of  hon. 
Members,  whether  Irish  or  English,  to 
the  introduction  of  a  Supplementary 
Estimate ;  and  if  they  were  to  adopt  that 
course  they  could  then  leave  it  to  the 
new  constituencies  to  apply  a  permanent 
remedy  to  the  lamentable  state  of  things 
which  was  admitted  to  exist  with  respect 
to  the  Irish  National  teaohers.  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary (Sir  William  Hart  Dyke)  made 
himself  acquainted  with  the  condition  of 
public  opinion  in  Ireland,  and  with  the 
condition  of  the  Irish  National  teaohers, 
he  apprehended  that  the  right  hon.  Qen- 
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tleman  ironld  find  no  di£Bculty  in  bring- 
ing in  a  Supplamaiitar;  Estimate  for 
£40,000  for  the  purpose  of  inoreaaing; 
tlie  Halariea  of  that  deaerring  class  of 
persons.  What  was  the  condition  of 
affairs  that  had  resulted  from  the  posi- 
tion in  which  the  Irish  National  teachers 
were  placed  with  regard  to  their  sala- 
ries ?  Whj,  the  truth  was  that  the 
service  was  being  starred.  Teachers  of 
the  first  and  second  class  were  disap- 
pearing ;  and  the  teachers  of  the  present 
dav  were  men  of  the  third  class.  The 
salary  of  those  teachers  was  only  £35 
a-year,  supplemented  by  some  results 
fees;  in  other  words,  their  salary  was 
about  equal  to  the  income  of  an  agri- 
cultural labourer  in  Ireland.  If  it  were 
true  that  that  state  of  things  existed,  and 
it  had  been  admitted,  he  did  not  see  that 
there  was  any  practical  difficulty  in  the 
way  of  setting  it  right  temporarily  by  the 
introduction  of  a  Supplementary  Esti- 
mate ;  but  to  talk  of  carrying  through 
Parliament  a  contentious  BUI  at  that 
stage  of  the  Session  was,  to  his  mind, 
to  suggest  a  means  of  dealing  with  a 
pressing  grievance  both  clumsy  and  im- 
practicable. There  were  other  matters 
connected  with  the  subject  before  the 
Committee  which  were  alsti  capable  of 
explanation  and  of  a  remedy  being  ap- 
plied to  them.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Uember  for  Kildare  {Mr.  Meldon)  had 
referred  to  the  question  of  residence. 
Why  was  it  that  the  measure  that  pro- 
posed to  deal  with  that  subject  bad 
proved  impracticable  ?  To  his  mind, 
for  no  other  reason  than  that  the  in- 
terest on  the  loans  was  not  low  enough, 
and  that  the  time  fixed  for  the  repay- 
ment of  the  money  was  not  long  enough. 
If  the  rate  of  interest  were  reduced,  and 
the  time  for  repayment  extended,  he  was 
oonvinced  that  there  would  be  no  ne- 
cessity for  the  compulsory  Bill  suggested 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Kildare.  To  make  every  manager  in 
Ireland  provide  not  only  a  sohooLhouse, 
but  a  residence  for  the  teacher  also,  was 
a  thing  that  oould  not  be  done  ;  because 
if  a  manager  were  obliged  to  pay  the 
present  rate  of  interest  demanded  by 
the  Government  for  the  money  advanced 
for  the  purpose,  he  would  not  build  any 
soboolhause  or  residence  at  all,  and  the 
cause  of  education  would  suffer  on  that 
aecount.  Managers  were  of  two  classes. 
A  manager  mi^t  be  a  proprietor  who 
built  a  schoolhouse  for  the  benefit  of 
Jfr.  Sunan 
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the  locality;  but  generally  managers 
were  clei^men  of  parishes,  who  built 
Bchoolhouses  out  of  the  doles  of  their 
poor  parishioners;  and  would  hon.  Uem- 
bers  think  of  making  it  compulsory  upon 
those  persons  who  built  schoolhousea 
to  bnild  reeideDcee  also  with  money 
borrowed  at  the  high  rate  of  interest 
chained  by  the  <>ovemment  ?  The 
teacher  himself  could  not  pay  the  rent 
of  his  residence,  considering  the  miser- 
able salary  which  ha  at  present  received. 
He  would  now  turn  to  the  teachers  them- 
selves. How  many  National  teachets 
were  there  ?  The  Report  said  there 
were  of  the  first  class  115,  of  the  second 
first  class  319,  of  the  second  class  1,611, 
and  of  the  third  class  1,747.  That  state- 
ment disclosed  the  fact  that  the  education 
of  the  people  of  Ireland  at  that  moment 
was  committed  to  teachers  almost  en- 
tirely of  the  third  class,  whose  salaries 
were  £35  a-year,  supplemented,  as  he 
had  said  before,  by  fees  which  brouriit 
them  up  to  £50  or  £60  a-year.  He 
appealed  to  the  Committee  to  sa^  whe- 
ther for  that  money  it  was  possible  to 
get  men  properly  to  superintend  the 
education  of  the  people  in  Ireland  ? 
What  was  the  reason  why  the  Irish 
National  teachers  were  not  placed  la 
nearly  as  possible  on  the  same  footing 
as  the  English  teachers?  They  did  not 
want  to  be  placed  on  as  high  a  level; 
but  he  contended  that  they  ought  to  be 
placed  on  a  level  approximating  to  that 
of  the  English  teachers.  The  Oovem- 
ment  said  that  the  people  would  not  pay 
for  the  pnrpose  of  supplementing  the 
salary  and  results  fees ;  but  the  answer 
of  the  Boards  of  G-uardians  to  that 
statement  was — "We  will  not  pay  as 
long  as  the  system  remains  as  it  is;  we 
have  no  vnice  in  the  matter,  and  no 
superintendence  is  allowed  as."  He 
(Mr.  Sjnan)  failed  to  find  any  answer 
to  that  complaint  on  the  part  of  the 
Boards  of  Quardians  in  Ireland  ;  and  if 
the  system  were  altered,  if  the  Guardians 
were  allowed  a  voice  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Bohools,  what  would  become 
of  the  Education  Board  in  Ireland, 
t^;a!nst  which  complaint  was  made  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Sligo  ?  Why,  that 
must  be  altered  too.  The  system  must 
be  made  a  popular  system  ;  and  if  they 
did  not  wish  to  make  it  a  popular  system, 
the  Government  must  take  the  whole  re- 
sponsibility on  their  own  shoulders.  He 
told  the  Irish  Goverom^nt  that  the^  mui( 
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make  the  salaries  of  the  Iriafa  N'ational 
teachers  Buffioient  for  the  purpose,  and 
that  neither  the  Irish  people  nor  their 
Bepresentatives  would  tolerate  that 
those  teachers  should  be  starvod  in 
order  to  serve  the  ideas  of  the  OoTern- 
meat.  He  said  it  was  for  the  Irish  Oo- 
Temment,  through  the  mouth  of  the 
right  hon.  Qentleman  the  Chief  Seore- 
taiy,  to  tell  the  Committee  whether  they 
meant  to  apply  to  the  present  state 
things  the  only  remedy  at  hand 
namely,  to  introduce  a  Supplementary 
Estimate.  He  did  not  say  that  the  pre- 
sent QoTemment  was  more  responsible 
for  the  Btate  of  things  than  their  Pre- 
deceasorsin  OQice;  but,  conneeting  them 
with  the  Ooremment  of  1874-8U,  they 
were  responsible  forit ;  and  he  said  that 
the  Government  which  came  into  Office 
in  1B80,  and  which  remained  in  Office 
until  recently,  had  their  share  of  the 
responsibility  also,  because  they  had  not 
provided  any  remedy.  There  were  other 
matters  connected  with  this  question  of 
a  subsidiary  character,  to  which  it  was 
the  duty  of  Irish  Members  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Government.  A  set  of 
schools  existed  in  Ireland  called  Model 
Schools.  They  were  schools  of  a  secular 
character,  which,  like  the  Queen's  Col- 
leges, the  Catholic  population  avoided. 
Upon  those  Model  Schools  the  Govern- 
ment spent  £40,000  a-year;  and,  under 
the  circumstances  described,  he  asked 
why  those  schools  should  not  he  closed 
and  the  money  applied  to  increase  the 
salaries  of  the  National  School  teachers 
in  Ireland  ?  That  appeared  to  him  to 
be  a  most  practical  remedy.  The  Go- 
vernment ought  to  hare  made  up  their 
minds  oa  this  question  long  f^,  for  it 
was  a  burning  questioo,  and  had  been 
so  during  the  20  years  he  had  been  in 
that  House ;  and  yet  the  Government, 
just  as  in  the  case  of  the  Queen's  Col- 
leges, insisted  on  retaining  a  system  at 
variance  with  the  national  wish — a  sys- 
tem which  seemed  to  be  established  for 
the  purpose  of  proselytism.  He  gave 
no  opinion  upon  Uiat;  but  he  asked  why 
the  Irish  people  should  not  hare  their 
children  taught  at  public  schools  and  at 
the  public  expense,  and  why  the  Go- 
vernment should  keep  up  the  preeent 
system,  and,  at  the  same  time,  impose 
on  the  people  of  Ireland  a  class  of 
teachers  utterly  unfitted  for  the  work  to 
be  done  by  reason  of  the  miserable 
galaries  that  were  given?    What  Bn- 
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awer  had  the  Government  given,  and 
what  answer  would  it  give,  to  the  ques- 
tion— "  How  can  the  work  of  public 
education  be  conducted  on  such  prin- 
ciples as  these  ?"  He  was  sorry  not  to 
see  the  right  hOn.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  in  his  place,  for  he  hoped  he 
would  answer  those  points  fuily  and 
sufficiently.  He  trusted  that,  as  soon 
as  might  be  convenient  to  him,  and  as 
soon  as  he  had  made  up  bis  mind,  he 
would  give  Irish  Members  an  answer  to 
the  question  —  "Are  these  miserable 
salaries  to  be  increased  by  means  of  a 
Supplementary  Estimate  or  not  ?  "  To 
look  for  any  other  remedy  at  that  stage 
of  the  Session  was  useless.  It  would  he 
for  a  future  Parliament  fo  propose  a 
permanent  remedy;  but  he  asked  Her 
Majesty's  Qovemment,  in  the  mean- 
time, to  introduce,  for  temporary  pur- 
poses, a  Supplementary  Estimate,  which 
he  felt  convinced  would  pass  without 
opposition  or  objection. 

Us.  MAHITM  said,  he  would  not 
again  go  over  the  ground  so  ably 
traversed  by  hia  hon.  Friends  who  had 
spoken  on  this  subject.  He  wished, 
however,  to  allude  to  some  points  in  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Kildare  (Mr.  Meldon).  He  would 
not  now  enter  into  the  question  of  the 
Bill  to  which  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
had  referred,  because  it  was  impossihle 
that  it  could  now  be  passed  through 
Parliament ;  but  he  would  touch  upon 
two  points  in  connection  with  it,  as  it 
had  been  said  that  he  and  some  boa. 
Friends  had  not  acquiesced  in  it.  It 
was  not  that  they  objected  to  compulsory 
attendance ;  but  if  the  present  Govern* 
ment  remained  in  Office  they  would 
have  to  take  into  consideration  what  he 
was  about  to  say.  The  first  point  he 
wished  to  refer  to  had  reference  to  com- 
pulsory attendance.  The  present  condi- 
tion of  matters  with  regard  to  the  schools 
was  this — that  the  managers  were  really 
absolute  in  their  authority  at  present, 
and  their  position  was  so  far  absolute 
that  they  could  dispense  with  a  school 
if  they  were  not  satisfied  with  the  regu- 
lations. Now,  the  Government  propc«ed 
to  make  it  compulsory  that  there  should  be 
attendance.  They  were  going  to  deprive 
them  of  their  power,  and  give  them  an 
equivalentto  the  eitent  of  having  a  one- 
third  voice  in  the  regulations,  the  Local 
Government  Board  having  power,  in 
case  of  dispute,  of  taking  the  matter 
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into  their  own  bands.  He  believed  tbat 
the  view  taken  by  the  man&gere  was 
that  the  Govomment  ought  not  to  have 
any  tindae  power  over  the  education  of 
the  country — that  was  what  he  believed 
they  most  distinotly  objected  to.  They 
did  not  object  merely  from  an  eooIeaiaB- 
tioal  point  of  view ;  but  they  objected 
also  on  the  authority  of  two  laymen, 
whose  authority  he  believed  woold  not 
be  questioned  in  that  Houee.  Edmund 
Burke  expressed  himself  to  the  effect 
that— 

"  IE  TOa  oonient  to  pot  th«  oational  edaca- 
tion,  OT  mny  part  of  it,  nndM  the  ooDtrol  of  the 
Oavemmeiit,  then  yo\i  will  have  lold  your 
relifion," 

And  Mr.  John  Stnart  Mill  also  wrote  to 
the  effect  that  it  was  not  right  that  the 
Oovemment  should  have  control  of  the 
education  of  the  people,  becauae,  in  that 
case,  they  oould  do  whatever  they 
pleased.  He  wished  Her  Majesty's  Oo- 
vemment to  bear  in  mind  the  views  of 
those  men  in  dealing  with  compulsory 
attendance.  The  next  point  was  the 
system  of  payment  by  results.  It  was 
assumed  that  it  would  be  satisfactory  to 
the  people  of  Ireland,  the  teachers,  and 
the  ratepayers,  to  make  the  Unions  con- 
tributory under  the  results  system. '  He 
begged  leave  to  contradict  that  idea.  In 
support  of  that  he  referred  to  the  Beao- 
lution  passed  at  the  meeting  of  teachers 
at  Norwich,  and  the  result  of  the  meet- 
ing, which  had  caused  considerable  in- 
terest in  this  country  as  wsll  as  in  Ire- 
land. The  system  of  payment  by  results 
was  condemned  at  that  meeting.  And 
then  Max  Muller  said  that  ezamiuations 
were  the  means  of  asoertaining  how  the 
teachers  had  taught ;  but  they  should 
never  be  allowed  to  become  the  means 
by  which  pupils  were  taught,  and  that 
the  proper  rewards  at  examinations 
should  be  honours,  not  pounds,  shillings, 
and  pence.  It  would  be  seen  that  those 
authorities  were  altogether  against  the 
system  of  payment  by  results.  Now, 
the  position  of  the  Bishops  in  this  mat- 
ter was  that  they  would  not  submit  to 
the  dictation  of  the  laity.  The  whole 
truth  with  regard  to  the  support  which 
the  Bishops  had  given  to  tbe  results 
system  was  that  they  wished  to  get  rid 
of  denominational  endowments,  and  if 
it  were  net  for  that  they  would  have 
agreed  with  the  views  of  Max  Muller. 
The  views  of  Cardinal  Moran  were  that 
the  result  system  was  designed  as  a 
JVr.  J^arum 
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subterfuge,  and  in  order  to  get  rid  of 
the  objection  there  was  to  denomina- 
tional endowments.  Now,  with  regard 
to  making  the  payment  for  results  com- 
pulsory, that  must  unquestionably  be 
opposed  to  tha  feeling  of  the  ratepayers 
and  to  that  of  the  people  of  Ireland. 
In  his  own  county  (Kilkenny)  the 
Boards  of  Ouardiaus  had  expressed 
views  hostile  to  making  the  Unions  con- 
tributory ;  and  not  only  that,  but  they 
had  referred  to  tha  strong  agitation 
which  would  arise,  if  the  Unions  were 
made  contributory,  on  the  ground  of 
increased  taxation  and  the  depressed 
state  of  trade.  He  mentioned  those  facta 
lest  there  should  be  any  misapprehen- 
sion in  the  minds  of  tha  Oovemment 
with  regard  to  the  opinion  of  the  people 
of  Ireland  being  in  favour  of  the  sys- 
tem of  payment  by  resolte,  and  he  could 
assure  them  that  the  system  was  neither 
in  aocordanoo  with  the  wishes  of  the 
people  nor  with  the  wishes  of  the 
teachers  themselves.  Finally,  he  urged 
on  Her  Majesty's  Oovemment  to  take 
into  consideration  what  had  been  urged 
on  those  Benches — namely,  the  proposal 
that  they  should  introduce  a  Supplemen- 
tary Estimate  for  the  present,  leaving 
the  matters  which  had  been  alluded  to 
for  future  discussion  in  a  new  Parlia- 
ment. 

Mb.  DAWSON  sud,  he  was  glad  that 
the  right  hon.  Oentleman  the  Ohief  Be- 
cretaiy  was  present  to  have  his  attention 
directed  to  one  of  the  great  blots  on  tha 
educational  system  in  Ireland.  It  was 
in  that  sense  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  County  of  Limerick  {Mr.  Synan)  had 
alluded  to  the  Model  Schools.  Now,  of 
all  the  serious  blots  ou  the  Irish  educa- 
tional system  the  erection  and  oontinu- 
ance  of  Model  Schools  was  perhaps  the 
most  flagrant.  The  Oommittee  would 
be  aware  that  the  entire  educational 
system  of  Ireland  was  denominational. 
The  National  Schools  were  under  the 
management  of  clsrgymen  of  variona 
denominations,  and  theNationalSohoola 
of  Ireland,  irhioh  represented  all  the 
Catholic  population,  were  without  ex- 
ception denominational.  And  yet  the 
Oovemment  persisted  in  establiahing  a 
number  of  unnecessary  schools  or  Model 
Schools  which  were  not  put  under  the 
□lanagement  of  tha  clergy  of  any  Chnroh, 
but  under  the  authori^  of  an  Irish 
Board  called  an  Education  Board.  The 
position  of  those  schools  was  that  Cotho* 
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lio  priestB  oould  not  enter  their  cIootb. 
The  schools  had  coat,  ae  he  was  iaformed, 
£16S,000  for  their  construction,  and  be- 
■idea  that  they  cost  the  country  every 
year  £36,000,  and  that  too  at  a  time 
when,  as  last  night,  Iri^  Members  were 
asking  for  a  miserable  sum  in  aid  of  a 
popular  Irish  University  which  was  re- 
Aiaed.  The  Ooremment,  with  wonder- 
fal  inconsistency,  continued  to  force 
upon  the  Irish  people  this  enormous 
yearly  grant.  Of  the  population  of  Ire- 
land, 75  per  cent  was  Catholic,  and  25 
per  cent  belonged  to  other  denomina- 
tions. What  was  the  state  of  things 
with  regard  to  the  attendance  at  the 
model  schools?  For  five  consecutive 
years  he  had  endeavoured  to  point  out 
this  blot  in  the  Irish  educational  system. 
Those  schools,  which  coat  £168,000  to 
build,  and  an  enormous  sum  annually  to 
maintain,  had  only  11,000  pupils,  and 
ontof  that  number  there  were  ouly  3,198 
Catholics,  so  that  while  75  per  cent  of 
the  people  of  Ireland  were  Catholics, 
only  about  25  per  csnt  of  the  pupils  at 
the  model  schools  were  Catholics.  The 
natter,  however,  did  not  end  there,  as 
hon.  Members  would  see  when  he  told 
them  for  what  class  of  the  people  tboas 
schools  were  provided.  He  had  moved 
for  a  Beturn  ot  the  profession  and  sailing 
of  the  parents  of  the  few  children  who 
attended  the  model  schools,  and  he  found 
that  out  of  the  Il,0O0pupils,  4,500  were 
the  sons  of  agents,  grocers,  apothecaries. 
Civil  Service  tmployii,  merchants,  attor- 
neys, and  others.  So  that  in  addition  to 
the  schools  being  forced  upon  the  people 
against  their  will,  in  addition  to  the 
miserftble  attendance  of  Catholics,  there 
ware  4,000  or  6,000  pnpila  receiving 
gratuitooB  education  whose  parents  were 
perfectly  well  able  to  pay  for  it  them- 
•elves.  Then,  in  addition  to  those  extra- 
ordinary statistics  with  regard  to  the 
model  schools,  he  would  refer  to  the 
Beport  of  a  Commission  which  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  work  that 
was  done  in  them.  If  it  could  be  main- 
tained that  they  were  extensively  used, 
if  it  could  be  proved  that  the  children  of 
the  Catholic  population  generally  went 
to  them,  and  if  it  could  be  shown  that 
they  had  achieved  anything  in  the  way 
of  results,  the  case  would  be  different. 
However,  lest  it  should  be  said  that  they 
were  doing  splendidly  in  the  matter  of 
education,  he  would  inform  the  Commit- 
tee that  the  Commiasioa  ho  had  alluded 

VOL.   CCC.      [tHIBD  SEH1E3.] 


t  Jolt  29,  1665}  Ssrvici  EttimaUt.  418 

to,  after  taking  a  considerable  amount 
of  evidence,  reported  that  not  only  did 
the  schools  cost  at  the  rate  of  £5  per 
head  of  the  pupils,  but  that  their  literary 
teaching  was  not  up  to  the  mark.  It 
was  proved  before  the  Commission  that 
carriages  drove  up  to  the  doors  of  the 
schools.  Sir  Patrick  Keenau  gave  evi- 
dence against  them,  and  the  Commissioa 
reported  that  they  ought  to  be  shut  up  ; 
but,  notwithstanding  that,  for  20  years 
the  Qovemment  had  continued  to  force 
on  the  people  of  Ireland  £36,000  a-ysar 
for  those  schools,  which,  after  costing 
£168,000  to  build,  were  doing  nothing 
whatever.  N^ow,  the  question  bad  been 
asked  as  to  what  could  be  done  with  the 
schools?  The  hon.  Member  for  the 
county  of  Limerick  (Mr.  Synan)  had 
suggested  that  the  funds  spent  upon 
them  should  be  handedoverioaidof  the 
salaries  of  the  National  teachers.  He 
(Mr.  Dawson)  had  in  the  year  1880  pro- 
posed that  those  useless  model  schools 
should  he  turned  into  schools  for  the 
technical  education  of  teachers.  He 
laid  that  proposal  before  the  present 
Qovernmetit,  and  asked  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  to  look 
at  the  uselessness  of  those  schools,  their 
utter  inadequacy  and  incompetency,  and 
to  say  that  they  should  bo  turned  into 
normal  schools  for  the  technical  instruc- 
tion of  teachers.  There  was  one  of  those 
schools  in  Limerick  perfectly  empty, with 
a  large  and  expensive  staff,  and  his  ad- 
vice was  that  it  should  be  turned  into  an 
institution  for  the  purpoee  he  had  de- 
scribed, particularly  as  in  Limerick  there 
was  great  need  of  competent  teachers. 
The  figures  he  had  laid  before  the  Com- 
mittee showed  how  small  a  number  of 
pupils  were  instructed  for  this  enormons 
outlay,  and  that  out  of  that  money  a 
vast  proportion  went  for  the  education 
of  a  class  who  were  never  intended  to 
take  advantage  of  the  grant.  He  would 
ask  that  this  blot  which  had  been  pointed 
out  should  be  removed,  and  he  asked 
the  Committee,  the  English  people,  and 
the  House  of  Commons  to  apply  the 
moral  to  be  learnt  from  the  discussion  of 
last  night  and  to-day.  Let  not  the  Go- 
vernment continue  to  force  upon  the  Irish 
people  an  institution  opposed  to  Iheir 
wishes.  He  hoped  that  tbe  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  alive  to  the  extraordi- 
nary anomaly  of  those  model  schools,  to 
the  fact  that  they  could  not  be  sustained 
by    argument,    aud    that    the    subject 
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should  be  inquired  into,  with  the  view 
of  the  system  being  put  un  end  to. 

Mb.  MASUM!  said,  he  mizht,  per- 
haps, be  allowed  to  saj  that  the  model 
school  at  Kilkenny  had  been  abolished, 
and  that  its  site  had  been  purchased  by 
Cardinal  Moron,  who  had  founded  there 
an  iadustrial  school. 

Colonel  COLTHTTBST  said,  there 
was  no  doubt  that  the  model  schools 
were  almost  universally  condemned  in 
Ireland,  except  in  one  or  two  places  in 
the  North,  where  the  majority  of  the 
population,  or  at  least  a  very  large 
proportion  of  the  population,  were  Pro- 
testant, and  made  use  of  the  model 
schools.  But  the  case  was  quite  different 
in  the  South  of  Ireland.  Take  the  City 
of  Cork,  for  instance ;  the  model  school 
there  was  used  by  the  class  which  the 
hon.  Member  for  Carlow  (Mr.  Dawson) 
bad  described — that  was  to  say,  by 
people  who  were  not  really  entitled  to 
have  free  education  for  their  children. 
At  another  place  in  the  county  of  Cork 
the  model  school  was  attended  byagood 
many  of  the  Catholic  population  for  the 
reason  that  they  could  not  help  it,  its 
appliances  being  superior  to  those  of  the 
parishschool,  with  which, inoonaequenoe, 
it  entered  into  unfair  rivalry.  In  most 
psrticulars  the  description  given  by  bis 
bon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Carlow 
(Mr.  Dawson)  was  absolutely  correct. 
He  (Colonel  Colthurst)  hoped  the  Go- 
vernment would  give  effect  to  the  re- 
commendation of  tiia  Committee,  and  he 
joined  his  hon.  Friend  in  asking  that 
the  Bchools  should  be  made  centres  of 
technical  instruction  for  teachers.  He 
would  like  to  say  a  few  words  as  to  the 
position  of  the  Irish  National  teachers. 
He  believed  that  they  were  entitled  to, 
that  they  required,  and  that  they  should 
obtain  what  the  present  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  wished  to  give  them  by 
the  Act  of  1875— that  was  to  say.  that 
the  remuneration  fairly  earned  should 
not  be  taken  away  from  them  by  ex- 
traneous causes.  This  was  a  matter  in 
which  he  had  always  taken  a  good  deal 
of  interest,  and  he  foresaw  clearly  when 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  introduced  that 
Boheme  what  was  likely  to  happen.  He 
knew  that  the  Boards  of  Guardians,  al- 
though they  might  take  up  the  scheme, 
would  afterwards  get  tired  of  it,  and 
that  the  teaohers  would  be  left  in  the 
lurch.  But  even  if  the  Boards  of  Quar- 
uis  bad  taken  up  the  scheme  fairlj',  it 
Mr.  Dainon 
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would  not  have  met  the  case,  becaoae 
there  was  the  greatest  possible  difference 
between  one  Union  and  another,  and 
ihe  Union  rate  would  have  been  most 
heavy  on  those  Unions  which  were  least 
able  to  afford  it.  Therefore,  speaking 
for  himself,  he  fully  approved  of  tha 
plan  suggested  in  the  Bill  for  a  general 
compulsory  rate.  He  did  not  believe 
that  the  people  of  Ireland,  if  the  matter 
were  properly  put  before  them,  would 
object  in  the  least.  It  would  mean  s 
rate  of  Id.  in  the  pound.  It  was  necaa- 
ssry  to  take  into  consideration  the  con- 
dition of  society  in  the  two  countriea. 
In  England,  large  contributione  were  re- 
ceived from  the  people  on  account  of 
education,  not  only  from  the  rich  with 
regard  to  the  Government  schools,  but 
the  poor  had  also  to  contribute  largely 
to  their  maintenance,  and,  be  imagined, 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  voluntary 
schools  also.  But  in  Ireland,  for  50 
years,  the  State  had  provided  education, 
and  the  people  had  not  been  called  upon 
to  contribute  ;  and,  therefore,  there 
seemed  to  be  no  alternative,  if  it  was 
desired  to  better  their  condition,  but  to 
have  a  general  rate.  He  believed,  also, 
that  compulsory  education,  properlv  ap- 
plied, met  with  the  approval  of  the 
great  majority  of  the  managers  of 
echools  in  Ireland,  and  he  believed  also 
that  it  would  meet  with  the  approval  of 
the  public.  In  England  there  was  a 
provision  enabling  Boards  of  Guardians 
to  pay  the  echooi  fees  in  the  case  of 
voluntary  schools  for  those  soholara  who 
they  thought  were  not  able  to  pay  for 
themselves ;  and,  of  course,  in  respect  of 
board  echools,  which  he  believed  they 
would  never  have  in  Ireland,  the  School 
Board  paid.  He  was,  of  course,  speak- 
ing of  voluntary  schools  when  he  said 
he  did  not  think  there  would  be  any 
difficulty  in  applying  this  principle,  be- 
cause the  people  who  could  not  pay 
were  ratepayers,  and  ware  divided  by  a 
slender  line  from  those  who  would  be 
asked  to  pay  for  them.  He  did  not  see 
how  the  education  of  the  country  could 
be  carried  on  without  some  provision  of 
the  kind.  He  regretted  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  did  not  see  their 
way  to  giving  a  temporary  grant  this 
year  without  prejudice  to  the  question 
of  the  National  teachers ;  but  he  re- 
spectfully protested  against  a  permanent 
increase  in  the  shape  of  class  salaries. 
No  doubt,  some  managers  of  schools 
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were  opposed  to  the  payment  of  tsaohers 
by  results ;  but  it  was  known  that  tfares- 
fourtbs  of  the  managers  of  schools 
looked  upon  payment  by  results  as  the 
only  way  of  protecting  the  interest  of 
the  children.  Hon.  Members  had  not 
to  look  in  this  matter  to  the  interest  of 
the  teachers;  they  must  look  to  the  in- 
terest of  those  they  taught,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  they  must  have  regard  to  the 
feelings,  prejudices,  and  opinions  of  the 
managers  of  schools.  He  did  not  niah 
to  detain  the  Committee ;  but,  before  he 
•at  Aowa,  he  should  like  to  call  the 
attention  of  hia  hon.  Friend  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Tresury  to  one  point.  He 
asked  the  hon.  Baronet  to  consider  the 
possibility  of  modifying  the  Rules  nith 
respect  to  pensions  and  allowances  to 
the  widows  of  deceased  Nations!  teachers 
in  Ireland.  He  had  the  particulars  of 
a  case  just  submitted  to  him;  but  he 
would  not  trouble  the  Committee  with 
them  at  that  moment.  No  blame  at- 
tached in  this  case  to  the  teacher  or  to 
the  Treasury ;  but  he  hoped  to  be  allowed 
to  submit  that  the  Bules  in  respect  of 
pensions  and  allowances  ought  to  be 
tome  what  modified. 

Mh.  JUSTIN  M'CAETHT  said,  he 
could    not    agree  with    the    hon.   and 

gallant  Member  for  Cork  County  (Colonel 
olthurst)  that  a  measure  for  compulsory 
gyment  would  be  accepted  in  Ireland. 
>  failed  to  see  how  it  could  be  ac- 
cepted. Let  it  be  remembered  that  there 
would  ba  no  control  whatever  orer  the 
way  the  money  would  be  disposed  of. 
Why,  then,  should  the  Unions  be  com- 
pelled to  give  away  the  money  of  the 
ratepayers  ?  At  the  same  time,  some- 
thing should  be  done  for  the  teachers. 
He  did  not  remember  any  ease  in  which 
B  serious  attempt  had  been  made  to 
remedy  their  grievance.  There  was  ab- 
solutely no  difference  of  opinion  as  to 
the  grievance  which  existed,  and  yet 
they  went  on  year  aft«r  year  admitting 
th«  grievance  without  making  any  at- 
tempt to  remove  it.  He  had  more  hope 
in  the  present  Oovemmeat  thau  he  had 
in  the  late  Ooremment,  and  he  trusted 
they  would  be  able  to  apply  a  remedy ; 
and  he  did  not  see  why,  even  in  this 
Session,  they  might  not  by  the  intro- 
duction of  a  Supplementary  Estimate 
endeavour  to  do  something  in  that  direc- 
tion. Another  point  to  which  he  wished 
to  refer  was  the  want  of  tecbnioal  train- 
ing in  Ireland.    Tho^  ha<l  had  an  im- 
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portant  Committee  sitting  to  consider 
the  condition  of  Irish  industries,  and 
one  of  the  most  eminent  men  who  came 
before  that  Committee  assigned  three 
capital  reasons  for  the  depression  of 
Irish  industries.  One  of  them  was  his- 
torical, another  legislative,  but  the  third 
was  the  total  absence  of  proper  techni- 
cal education  in  Ireland.  He  said  that 
the  people  were  not  taught  to  use  their 
fingers  and  hands,  and  that  there  waa 
anabundanceof  manufacturingresources 
all  around  them  if  their  fingers,  hands, 
and  minds  were  able  to  make  use  of 
them.  A  number  of  imperfections  bad 
been  revealed  in  this  National  system  of 
education,  which  ho  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  allow  to  pass  without  an 
attempt  being  made  to  remove  them. 

The  chief  SECEETARY  foe  IRE- 
LAND (Sir  William  Haet  Dtkb)  said, 
he  wanted  the  support  of  hon.  Members 
in  saying,  with  regard  to  the  vast  num- 
ber of  subjects  to  which  attention  bad 
been  called  during  this  discussion,  which 
had  lasted  for  three  hours,  that  they 
were  subjecta  with  which  he  could  not 
adequately  deal.  He  might  also  re- 
marlE  that,  during  the  last  three  weeks, 
he  had  to  go  through  all  the  Estimates 
connected  with  Ireland,  and  with  regard 
to  them  he  had  reoeived  no  assistance 
whatever  irom  those  who  prepared  them. 
Further,  he  would  say  that  if  all  the 
time  he  mentioned  had  been  devoted  to 
the  matters  brought  forward  in  Commit- 
tee  that  afternoon,  he  should  not  have 
bean  able  to  deal  with  them  in  the  way 
he  would  desire  to  deal  with  them.  It 
was  perfectly  obvious  to  any  man  at- 
tempting in  that  House  to  deal  with  those 
subjects,  and  having  an  interest  in  Ire- 
land, and  in  the  future  of  that  country, 
that  the  chief  point  was  not  only  the 
adequate  and  proper  education  of  its 
population,  but  also  that  the  huge  De- 
partment which  supervised  that  educa- 
tion should  be  properly  and  efficiently 
conducted.  He  would  endeavour  to  an- 
swer the  various  points  which  had  been 
raised  in  the  course  of  the  discussion  on 
this  Vote.  The  hon.  Member  for  Sligo 
(Mr.  Seston),  in  the  speech  which  he 
delivered  at  the  commencement  of  the 
discussion,  had  brought  forward  some 
complaints  with  reference  to  the  attitude 
of  the  Government  towards  the  position 
of  the  Irish  National  teachers,  inasmuch 
as  they  had  not  proposed  to  make  now 
an  amendment  in  that  regard.  Well, 
P  ?  rri      I     C.OCH^IC 
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he  would  say  that  he  vas  not  there  to 
contend  that  the  teachers  were  overpaid. 
Although  the  hon.  Member  had  taken  a 
few  of  the  statietios  put  forward  hy  the 
Board  of  Education,  yet  he  (the  Chief 
Secretary)  thought  it  due  to  that  De- 
partment to  read  the  Table  which  he 
had  before  him  ahowing  the  present 
scale  of  payment  to  teachere  as  com- 
pared with  the  scale  in  1854.  As  re- 
garded the  male  teachers,  the  highest 
average  payment  from  the  Parliamen- 
tary grant  to  teachers  of  the  highest 
and  lowest  class  respectively,  was  in 
1B54— highest,  £36  ;  lowest.  £1S  ;  while 
in  188J  it  was— highest,  £99;  lowest, 
£46.  As  regarded  female  teachers,  in 
I8S4  the  highest  average  payment  from 
the  Parliameutsry  grant  was,  in  the 
highest  class,  £25,  and  in  the  lowest, 
£13;  whereas  in  1883  tbe  highest  was 
£65  7f.  IQd..  and  the  lowest,  £40  10«. 

Ub.  sexton  :  What  do  those  figures 
mean  ?  Do  they  mean  the  highest  and 
lowest  sums  allocated  by  Parliament  for 
any  individual  toaoher  by  way  of  salary 
or  results  feen  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Sir  Wil- 
LUH  Habt  Dyxb)  :  These  figures  are 
quoted  to  show  that  Parliament  has  from 
time  to  time  made  great  improvement  in 
the  position  of  teachers.  With  regard 
to  the  Education  Board,  he  understood 
that  it  contained  many  eminent  men ; 
and  what  they  had  to  consider  was  the 
efficiency  of  the  Board.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Shgo  had  brought  forward  a 
number  of  matters  with  regard  to  which 
he(theChief8ecretary)didnot think  that 
he  had  any  special  explanation  to  give; 
he  did  not  thinlc  that  the  hon.  Member, 
considering  that  the  matters  he  had 
brought  forward  were  of  great  import- 
ance, could  expect  him  at  that  moment 
to  go  into  them.  The  hoc.  Member 
had  brought  forward  some  complaints 
as  to  teachers  being  restricted  with  re- 
gard to  their  future  in  life,  with  regard 
to  which  he  would  say,  without  knowing 
anything  personally  of  the  individual 
cases  of  the  teachers,  that  it  certainly 
seemed  to  him  hard  that  because  a 
man  was  a  teacher  his  future  suc- 
cess and  eminence  in  life  should  be 
barred  by  the  fact  that  be  had  been  a 
teacher.  There  were  one  or  two  other 
cases  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Sligo  of  hardship  in  respect  of 
certain  teaohera,  with  regard  to  which 
all  he  could  say  was  that  they  must 
Sir  WiVim  Sort  J>yif 
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have  regard  to  the  spedal  circumstances 
which  surrounded  each  case  ;  and  as  be 
did  not  know  what  those  circumstances 
were,  he  did  not  think  be  could  proceed 
any  further  on  that  subject.  The  hon. 
Member  had  referred  to  the  teaching  of 
the  Irish  language  and  the  supply  of 
booka.  His  own  opinion  was  that  tlie 
matter  of  the  supply  of  books  should  be 
dealt  with  in  a  spirit  of  strict  impar- 
tiality, and  he  believed  that  the  faon. 
Member  had  every  right  to  make  that 
demand.  With  regardmoreparticularly 
to  the  cultivation  of  the  Irian  language, 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  had  alluded, 
it  was  undoubtedly  the  fact  that  up  to 
1878  the  language  was  not  recognized 
at  all  in  the  programme  of  the  Irish 
Education  Board,  except  with  reference 
to  certain  instructions  to  teachers.  But 
at  that  time,  on  a  representation  of  the 
Society  for  the  Preservation  of  the  Irish 
Language,  the  Commissioners  put  the 
teaching  of  that  language  on  the  same 
footing  OS  Greek  and  other  languages. 
Later  on,  with  the  view  of  encouraging 
the  study  of  the  language,  the  Commis- 
sioners made  a  rule  that  no  extra  fee 
should  be  paid  for  learning  the  lan- 
guage. The  hon.  Member  might  think 
that  that  was  not  a  very  gigantic  stride ; 
but  he  believed  he  would  admit  that  it 
was  a  step  in  the  direction  he  desired. 
The  hon.  aod  learned  Member  for  Kil- 
dare  (Mr.  Meldon)  had  made  a  proposal 
with  regard  to  teachers,  and  their  gene- 
ral position  as  to  pay  and  pensions.  Of 
course,  he  was  aware  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  had  for  many  yeara 
brought  forward  Motions  on  this  sub- 
ject. The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
had  referred  to  the  pledges  made  by  the 
present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in 
1876  with  regard  to  this  matter.  He 
could  not,  of  course,  in  the  absence  of 
his  right  hon.  Friend,  enter  fully  into 
that  question.  It  was  impossible  for 
him  to  deal  specifically  with  the  matter ; 
hut  he  thought  that,  in  justice  to  his 
right  hoD.  Friend,  he  ought  to  say  that 
although  pledges  might  have  been  given, 
yet  he  believed  tbat  the  scale  he  had 
quoted  with  reference  to  the  position  of 
the  teachers  showed  that  up  to  1883  a 
material  improvement  had  taken  place 
in  respect  of  the  amounts  paid  to  them. 
But  there  was  one  point,  with  reference 
to  the  Bill  of  the  present  year  intro- 
duced by  the  late  Government,  to  which 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  hod  par- 
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ttcnlarly  raferred.  It  would  be  impos- 
sible to  ileal  with  that  Bill,  because 
there  were  points  is  it  relating  to  com- 
pulaory  education  and  other  matters 
which  would  give  rise  to  contention — at 
least,  BO  he  was  informed.  Of  course,  it 
was  not  to  be  expected  that,  at  the  end 
of  July,  Her  Uajeatj's  Government 
could  take  up  a  sobeme  of  this  kind.  In 
the  first  statement  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chaucellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach)  made 
in  the  House  with  reference  to  Public 
Business,  he  stated  he  did  not  propose 
to  take  any  contentions  Business.  Now, 
the  proposal  of  tbe  hon.  and  learned 
Gentlemen  the  Member  for  Kildare  had 
been  met  by  something  very  like  the 
nnanicnoue  disapprobation  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers sittini;  below  the  Gangway  oppo- 
Bite.  With  bis  limited  information,  he 
did  not  say  whether  the  aoheme  was  a 
right  one  or  not ;  hut  he  was  bound  to 
ti^e  the  fact  as  he  found  it.  He  cer- 
tainly did  not  think  he  would  be  justi- 
fied in  attempting  to  deal  with  tbe 
Bcheme  in  the  last  days  of  July.  Now, 
with  reference  to  the  question  of  the 
Irish  school  teachers,  and  all  the  other 
subjects  which  had  been  mentioned,  he 
admitted  frankly  that  he  was  standing 
there  that  day  rather  as  a  learner  than 
na  a  teacher.  Of  course,  it  was  utterly 
impossible,  with  tbe  information  he  had 
at  hand,  to  gire  pledges  with  regard  to 
what  should  in  future  be  done  concern- 
ing tbe  teachers;  but  he  did  acknow- 
ledge tbe  claim  the  teaohera  had  with 
respect  to  pensions.  The  subject  had 
been  alluded  to,  and  he  thought  very 

?roperly,  in  the  course  of  the  discussion. 
D  a  certain  sense  there  was  a  substan- 
tial grievance  existing  which  ought,  if 
Eossibte,  to  he  rsmedied,  particularly  as 
e  believed  a  considerable  grant  had 
ceased  to  be  made  in  respect  to  tbe 
question.  He  acknowledged,  too,  that 
tbe  fund  which  it  was  now  proposed  to 
make  use  of  was  essentially  of  an  Irish 
character,  and  did  not  come  under  any 
English  Exchequer.  He  had  been  ii 
communication  withbis  hon.  Friend  tin 
Secretary  to  tbe  Treasury  {Sir  Henry 
Holland)  upon  this  question,  and  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  and  those  with  whom 
he  was  in  concert  at  the  Treasury,  had 
examined  the  circumstances  of  the  fund 
very  carefully  in  tbe  endeavour  to  see 
how  far  they  could  meet  the  claims  of 
the  Irish  teachers  in  reference  to  peu' 


sions.  It  bfld  been  caleiilated  that  tbe 
surplus  of  iho  Puusion  Fund  now  avail- 
able for  this  purpose  was  £200,000, 
and  it  was  proposed  to  dispose  of  that 
sum  as  follows : — At  present,  when  a 
teacher  was  dismissed,  it  was  usual  that 
be  should  be  repaid  the  yearly  premium 
he  had  paid  to  come  under  the  scheme. 
It  was  proposed  to  extend  that  prin- 
ciple, and  that  in  a  case  where  a  teacher 
died  there  should  be  a  repayment  to 
his  representatives.  It  was  calculated 
that  that  would  dispose  of  the  sum  of 
£34,700.  Then  it  was  proposed  that 
for  pension  purposes  certain  former 
divisions  in  the  senior  classes  of  teachers 
should  be  recognized,  and  that  would  take 
up£3,618.  The  cost  of  the  two  arrange- 
ments would  be  £38.218,  so  that  there 
wouldetill  be  £158.369 todispoBo  of.  The 
other  chief  change  was  with  reference  to 
the  actual  pensions  themselves.  Tbe  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Kildare  bad  urged  that  the  age  at  which 
retirement  was  granted  should  be  re- 
duced from  65  to  56.  The  Treasury 
found  it  was  utterly  impossible  with  the 
fund  at  their  command  to  sanction  such 
a  scheme.  It  was  proposed  to  deal  with 
the  matter  in  another  way,  but  still 
in  a  way  which  it  was  considered 
would  afford  some  relief.  It  was  pro- 
posed to  keep  the  age  of  compulsory 
retirement  as  at  present,  but  to  pro- 
vide that  a  man  or  woman  should  be  al- 
lowed to  retire  on  a  full  pension  after 
completing  40  years'  service  from  the 
ages  of  21  and  16  respectively.  Assum- 
ing, as  the  bon.  and  learned  Member 
(Mr.  Meldon)  had  stated,  that  most  of 
tbe  teachers  commenced  their  duties  at 
an  early  age,  it  was  obvious  that  if,  after 
40  years'  service,  they  could  retire  ou 
full  pension,  it  would  be  a  certain  relief 
to  them.  The  question  of  teachers'  re- 
sidences had  also  been  raised  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber I'or  Kildare.  It  was  proposed,  by  the 
Bill  of  the  late  Government,  to  which  he 
bad  already  alluded,  to  deal  with  that 
question.  It  was  a  very  important  ques- 
tion, and  one  on  which  he  did  not  think 
he  ought  to  be  pressed  at  that  moment. 
He  promised  hon.  Gentlemen  that  the 
matter  should  receive  bis  consideration. 
Then,  again,  something  had  been  said 
with  regard  to  the  model  schools. 
Broadly  speaking,  it  was  proposed  that 
the  model  schools  should  be  abolisbod, 
:  and  that  the  fund  which  sustained  then 

' ^-">8l^- 


427  Supply—  Civil 


{COMMONS}  Sfrcift  EtttmaU*. 

efaouM  he  handed  over  foi 
teclmical  education.  Tbi 
proposal  to  him,  and  ooe 
sure  was  not  to  be  JiaslUy  accepted.  The 
condition  of  the  four  Dutlin  schools  had 
beoD  referred  to,  aad  reasons  had  been 
given  wbytbe  model  schools  were  not 
attended  by  any  considerable  number  of 
Boman  Oalholics.  He  found,  however, 
that  in  the  four  Dublin  schools,  there 
were  1,810  Boinan  Catholics  and  tl47 
FrotestantJ.  In  a  model  school  in  County 
Cork  there  were  332  Roman  Catholics 
and  32  Protestants.  Of  course,  lie  was 
perfectly  aware  that  in  the  case  of  model 
schools  in  the  North  of  Ireland  the  same 
results  would  not  be  found.  He  was 
bound  to  Bay  that,  with  the  knowledge 
he  at  present  possessed,  he  could  not  as- 
sent to  the  suggestion  to  abolish  those 
schools.  He  now  desired  to  make  a  few 
remarks  of  a  general  nature.  No  one 
knew  better  than  he  did.  even  with  his 
limited  acquaintance  of  the  country,  that 
there  were  vast  difficulties  to  contend 
with  in  regard  to  education  in  Ireland 
as  compared  with  the  diffioulties  attend- 
ing education  in  this  country.  He  as- 
sured hon.  Members  that,  whether  he 
remained  in  Office  months  or  years,  he 
should  not  shirk  the  difficulties.  Ha  was 
already  aware  of  their  existence,  and 
therefore  he  ought  not  to  approach  Irish 
educational  subjects  iu  a  light-hearted 
spirit.  There  n-aa  one  fact  to  which  he 
desired  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  it  was  that  although  there 
were  great  difficulties  to  contend  with  in 
reference  to  all  educational  questions  in 
Ireland,  the  Exchequer  had  not  been 
stationary  in  the  matter  of  educational 
grants.  He  found  that,  according  to  the 
Appropriation  Account  for  the  year  1880, 
the  amount  granted  fnr  educational  pur- 
poijes  in  Ireland  was  iG,Jl,520.  He  was 
reminded  by  his  hon.  Friend  (Sir  Henry 
Holland)  that  that  was  not  the  expendi- 
ture of  that  year,  but  ihe  average  yearly  '.  of  a  Board  elected  by 
expenditure  for  five  joara.  Theamount 
granted   annually  was  £7b6,30CI. 


He  merely  mentioned  that  to  show  that 
the  Euglish  Exchequer  had  not  been  al- 
together indifferent  to  the  claims  of  Irish 
education.  He  thanked  the  Committee 
for  the  patience  with  which  they  had  re- 
ceived his  remarks.  If  his  observations 
had  indicated  any  ignorance  of  the  ques- 
tion with  which  he  had  had  to  deal,  hi 
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Ehe  benefit  of  I  Ireland  that  he  had  throicn  hioiFetf 
heart  and  soul  not  only  intu  the  question 
of  Irish  education,  but  into  all  the  en- 
tangled and  difficult  matters  with  which 
iu  the  last  few  weeks  he  hod  had  to  deal. 
Of  course,  if  he  had  failed  to  indicatfl 
anything  like  a  policy,  or  to  indicate 
anything  like  titmness  in  dealing  with 
those  vast  problems,  he  assured  ban. 
Members  that  it  was  not  because  he  had 
any  indisposition  to  grapple  with  those 
diffioult  questions.  If,  in  future,  be  was 
called  upon  to  deal  with  Irish  educa- 
tional and  other  matters  in  a  practical 
way,  and  to  supervise  the  different  De- 
partments which  came  within  the  cogni- 
zance of  the  Chief  Secretary,  he  hoped 
that  he  would  not  be  found  wanting. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  said,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretarj 
might  rest  assured  that  in  this  matter 
he  would  receive  from  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers nothing  but  kindly  and  proper 
treatment.  They  were  quite  prepared 
to  give  kindness  for  kindness,  as  he 
thought  they  had  proved  they  were 
ready  to  give  blow  for  blow.  They  ap- 
preciated fully  the  spirit  in  which  the 
right  hon.  Oentleman  had  spoken  ;  and 
even  if  he  bad  spoken  in  a  different 
spirit,  they  would  not  come  whining  to 
the  House,  as  the  noble  Marquess  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  (the  Marquess 
of  Hartington)  had  insinuated  they  were 
apt  to  do.  Now,  he  was  glad  to  observe 
that  on  the  question  of  Irish  education 
an  enormous  advance  had  been  made  in 
the  public  opinion  of  this  country.  They 
had  bad  various  schemes  of  local  self- 
government  offered  by  different  Gentle- 
men representing  different  Parties  ;  but 
on  one  point  of  local  government  the 
authors  of  those  schemes  seemed  to 
a)rree,  and  that  was  that  the  education 
of  Ireland  should  be  removed  from  the 
control  of  a  central,  irrespnnslble,  and 
Govern  men  tally- appointed  Board  to  that 
i  elected  by  the  people  and  re- 
to  the  people.  Now,  the  right 
tieman  the  Chief  Secretary  had 


just  said  that,  considering  his  short  o 
cial  experience,  he  could  not  be  expected 
to  deal  exhaustively  with  this  question. 
He  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor)  was  convinced 
the  Irish  Members  would  much  prefer 
that  the  settlement  of  this  question 
should  bo  postponed  than  that  it  should 
be  taken  up  in  a  tinkering  manner.  The 


could  not  complain  if  he  was  remioded  of    settlement  of  the  question  of  elementary 
itatonce.  Heaaanredhon.Memberefrom    education  in  Ireland  must  be  a  settle- 
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tnent  of  a  broad  and,  an  far  as  possible, 
of  a  final  character.  Now,  with  regard 
to  the  queatioD  of  the  treatment  of  the 
National  teachers.  He  entirely  agreed 
with  the  survey  of  that  part  of  the  que»- 
tioD  presented  so  ably  by  hia  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton). 
Bie  hon.  Friend  was  more  acquainted 
with  the  vorhingof  the  system  than  any 
other  Member  of  the  House ;  but  he 
(Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor)  had  received 
letters  from  National  School  teachers — 
whose  names  for  obvious  ressons  he 
could  not  give— in  which  they  entirely 
corroborated  the  picture  of  their  con- 
dition and  of  their  grievances  which  was 
drawn  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Sex- 
ton). He  had  a  letter  from  a  teacher 
who  bad  been  35  years  in  the  service  of 
the  Board.  That  teaoher  bad  never  once 
received  the  slightest  rebuke  for  neglect 
or  misconduct,  and  yet  for  eight  years 
he  had  been  trying,  without  success,  to 
get  permission  to  go  from  the  second 
division  of  the  first  olaaa  to  the  first  di- 
visioii.  It  was  monstrous  that  a  teacher 
who  imagined  himself  competent  to  be 
appointed  to  the  first  division  of  the  first 
class  should  not  have  immediate  oppor- 
tunity of  obtaining  the  promotion.  His 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  tiexton)  told  him  that 
out  of  the  whole  body  of  11,000  teachers 
in  Ireland  only  200  had  been  allowed  to 
go  in  for  this  examination.  That  was 
altogether  contrary  to  the  principle  on 
which  teachers  were  treated  in  any  other 
country  in  tfae  world.  There  were  seve- 
ral oUier  grievances  of  the  National 
teachera  into  which  he  might  go ;  but  he 
would  abstain  from  doing  so,  because 
the  ground  had  been  bo  well  covered  by 
his  non.  Friend  (Mr.  Sexton).  There 
was  a  question  to  which  he  bad  called 
attention  on  more  than  one  occasion,  and 
to  which  he  would  call  attention  again, 
and  that  was  the  character  of  the  books 
which  were  supplied  to  the  school  chil- 
dren in  Ireland.  By  taking  up  that 
question,  he  had  exposed  himself  to  a 
oertain  amount  of  not  very  friendly  cri- 
ticism. When  he  first  raised  the  ques- 
tion a  gentleman  wrote  to  the  London 
Timet  to  say  that  he  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor) 
did  not  know  what  he  wns  talking  about. 
Of  course,  he  accepted  very  gratofuliy 
such  a  rebuke  from  an  enlightened  Eng- 
lishman. He  believed  the  essence  of  tbe 
charge  against  him  was  that  the  quota- 
tions be  had  made  were  from  editions 
that  had  ceased  to  be  used  iu  the  Na- 
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tional  schools  of  Ireland.  If  be  did 
make  that  mistake  on  a  former  occaEion 
he  was  fortunately  in  a  position  not  to 
repeat  it,  for  he  bad  in  his  band  tbe 
most  recent  editions,  sent  to  him  by  a 
gentleman  connected  with  the  Education 
Department  in  Dublin — a  social  friend 
of  his  own  for  whom  he  had  the 
greatest  respect.  That  gentleman  was 
under  the  impression  that  he  (Mr.  T. 
P.  O'Connor)  had  been  rather  hard 
on  the  literature  of  tbe  Department, 
and  in  order  that  be  might  enlighten 
his  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor's)  darkness  and 
soften  his  animosity  to  the  institution,  he 
sent  to  him  the  series  of  books  used  in 
the  schools.  Accordingly,  he  came  armed 
out  of  the  ofBcial  armoury  on  this  ques- 
tion.  What  bis  friend  wanted  to  im- 
press on  bis  mind  was  that  the  school 
books  had  been  greatly  improved,  espe- 
cially in  the  direction  in  which  he  had 
said  improvement  was  wanted.  Now, 
his  first  charge  against  the  books  was 
that  as  literature  they  were  contempti- 
ble. He  was  sure  that  any  Member  of 
the  Committee,  whether  he  agreed  with 
his  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor's)  political  prin- 
ciples or  not,  would  agree  with  him  in 
this— that  good  literature  ought  to  be 
given  in  the  school  books  which  children 
had  to  read.  His  complaint  of  the  in- 
feriority of  the  literature  was  applied  to 
the  original  writings — they  were  very 
original  indeed — which  appeared  in  the 
books.  The  second  charge  he  made  was 
with  regard  to  the  extracts.  Now,  the 
extracts  were  taken  from  the  works  of 
some  of  the  most  eminent  poetical  and 
prose  vrriters  of  the  century,  and  were 
models  of  good  style  ;  but  though  they 
appeared  in  books  under  a  system  of 
education  called  National,  they  were  en- 
tirely anti-National  iu  their  character. 
He  put  it  to  any  candid  man  in  the 
Committee,  or  outside  of  tbe  Committee, 
whether  anything  could  be  imagined 
more  preposterous  than  that  the  whole 
childhood  of  a  nation  ebould  be  brought 
np  without  an  opportunity  of  learning 
even  the  elements  of  the  history  of  the 
nation  tu  which  they  belonged.  That, 
however,  was  the  tendency  of  the  books 
supplied  to  the  National  schools  of  Ire- 
laud.  So  far  as  the  books  were  calcu- 
lated to  give  an  idea  of  the  early  history 
of  the  country  to  which  the  reader  be- 
longed, they  might  as  well  be  given  to 
the  children  of  France,  or  Oermany,  or 
Timbuctoo.    His  friend  who  sent  him 
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the  booltn  snid  that  the  chargo  was  nnf  '  rpfeivnco  to  the  pnrt  ho  ttok  reapecling 
"       "        '    ■'  ■"    '  the  Wat  of  Independence.     Tbera  w«« 

nothing  about  Irieh  battles  Bubeequont 
to  the  beginning  of  the  Christian  era, 
but  there  was  a  good  deal  about  Ehtgliah 
battles.  He  did  not  care  niucli  about 
the  battle  pieces  of  any  country ;  hat  if 
there  were  to  be  accounts  of  battles  ia 
books  used  in  the  Irish  National  echoola 
surely  the  accounts  ought  to  be  of  Irish 
battles  ivhere  Irish  valour  was  displayed 
ti  advantage.  He  found  nothing  what- 
ever about  the  Battle  of  Clontarf,  bnt 
there  was  given  Campbell's  well-knowa 
poem  about  the  Battle  of  the  Baltic.  In 
the  preface  to  the  poem  it  was  said — 

"  By  haggin^  the  Swfxliih  shore  ear  tliipt 
paued  the  Sanad  out  of  rangfe  of  the  Danish 
furts." 

But  the  ships  were  not  Irish  ships,  they 
were  Englisli  ships.  Now,  with  regard 
to  Kings.  He  had  told  the  Committee 
that  in  these  school  books  there  was 
something  about  English  battles,  bat 
nothing  about  Irish  battles  ;  and,  in  the 
Bsme  way,  there  was  something  about 
English  KingH,  but  nothing  whatever 
about  Irisb  Kings.  He  did  not  think 
there  was  an  Irishman  who  was  not 
fiimiliftr  wiih  the  name  and  eiploita  of 
Brian  Boroihue.  There  was  no  mention, 
however,  of  that  Irieh  King  in  these 
school  books ;  but  there  whs  an  article 
upon  Alfred  the  Oteat.  Here  was  the 
beginning  of  it — 

"  Our  oan  Alfred  iheda  a  much  brighter 
glory  over  the  ninth  ceatury  than  Charlpnuga« 
and  the  Caliph  Haroun  do  orec  the  eighth." 

"Our  oirn  Alfred!"  That  might  be 
said  to  belong  to  what  was  called  the 
"  too-too  "  literature.  However,  they  had 
a  little  modern  history ;  he  was  wrong 
in  saying  there  was  no  modern  history. 
Strange  to  eay,  that  in  an  Irish  school 
book,  tboro  was  an  oesay  on  "Liberty," 
and  the  author  of  it  was  Earl  Russell. 
The  author  naturally  spoke  on  behalf  of 
his  oauac ;  but  he  had  to  remember  Earl 
liussoU,  the  BtateHmnn,  and  to  remember 
also  that  he  himaolf  had  suspended  the 
Habeas  Corpus  Act.  AccordiDgly,  tlioy 
had  the  Habeas  Corpus  thus  described — 
"  Since  the  Eerolution,  however,  the  Act  of 
llaheaa  Corpus,  when  in  operation,  haa  alnayi 
been  found  of  power  to  protect  the  Bubject. 
The  very  auspeniiioiia  of  this  Art  prove  ita  prac- 
tical efficacy  when  in  force,  H»  much  M  the  re- 
□onala  of  Mngiui  Charta  prove  the  pracliial 
inefficacy  of  that  great  compact." 

Therefore,  the  oftenw  a  man  was  pnt 

i  ,Goog\c 


correct ;  that  though  the  prcvi 
tions  might  have  been  wanting  in  the 
direction  pointed  out,  the  new  editions 
contained  a  large  number  of  quotations 
from  the  works  of  Irish  National  writers. 
He  found  his  friend  was  perfectly  right 
in  one  sense  ;  n  lai^e  number  of  quota- 
tions from  the  writings  of  Irish  Na- 
tional poRts  had  been  inserted,  but  the 
quotations  were  not  of  a  distinctively 
National  character.  An  answer  to  his 
charge  would  be  to  put  in  the  books 
anma  of  the  National  poems  of  Thomas 
Moore.  Several  quotations  from  the 
works  of  National  poets  had  been  given. 
For  instance,  be  found  several  quota- 
tions from  Deirdre,  written  by  E.  D. 
Joyce.  Beirdri  was  a  poem  which 
might  take  ita  place  amongst  the  pro- 
minent poetical  literature  of  Ireland; 
but  to  what  period  of  Irish  history  did 
it  allude  to?  The  poem,  which  was 
given  on  page  24  of  the  Fifth  Reading 
Book,  was  entitled,  Tht  Flight  of  the  Son* 
of  Uma/rom  Uiiter  ti>  Scotland,  and  there 
waa  a  note  to  the  effect— 

"The  aona  of  Uana,  three  young  hcrooB,  re- 
nowned in  Gaelic  traditional  etory.  who  were 
unjustly  put  to  death  by  Conor  Mac  Neara, 
Kinii:  of  Ulater,  about  the  beginning  of  the 
Chrialiiin  era." 

And  all  the  history  of  Ireland  which 
WHS  to  be  found  in  those  books,  whether 
in  the  shape  of  poetry  or  prose,  ended 
with  the  beginning  of  the  Christian  era, 
and  before  any  era  which  was  not  alto- 
gether Christian.  He  found  also  that 
there  was  n  quotation  from  Moore — 
Siltnt,  ok  3ft.</U,it  was  called,  being  a 
story  of  a  swan  which  wandered  over 
the  lakes  aqd  rivers  of  Ireland  before 
the  coming  of  Christianity.  Well,  he 
maintained  that  his  charge  was  rather 
proved  than  disproved  by  the  poems  of 
a  so-called  National  character  which  had 
been  put  in  the  books.  They  wanted 
the  children  of  Ireland  to  know  some- 
thing about  the  history  of  their  country 
after  the  beginning  as  well  as  before 
the  Christian  era.  There  was  a  little 
about  the  scenery  of  Ireland — very  badly 
done.  There  wan  a  good  deal  of  the 
biography  of  Edmund  Burke.  Of  course, 
the  name  of  Edmund  Burke  was  dear 
to  every  Irishman ;  but, curiously  enough, 
in  the  biography  of  Burke  there  was  not 
a  syllable  about  the  aplendid  and  noble 
part  he  took  in  regard  to  the  wrongs  of 
his  own  people,  though  there  was  some 
Jfr.  T.  P.  O'Connor 
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a,  prison,  under  the  suBpeDsion  of  the  >  care  of  it — a  thing  which  had  not  taken 
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Tentured  to  prophecy  would  not  take 
place.  There  were  other  quotations  in 
tboBe  books.  He  supposed  it  was  re- 
garded as  a  coaceesioa  to  Ireland  that 
there  ahould  be  quolations  from  the 
writings  of  Cardinal  Newman.  He 
should  be  glad  to  see  more  quotations 
from  Cardinal  Newman's  works,  be- 
cause Cardinal  Newman  was  one  of  the 
greatest  masters  of  writing  that  any 
country  or  any  century  had  produced. 
There  was  no  doubt  that  as  regarded 
style  of  writing  the  quotation  given  was 
one  of  the  best  examples  which  could 
be  giTen — namely,  his  marvellous  de- 
ecription  of  locusts.  But  why  did  not 
the  compilers  of  the  book  quote  Cardinal 
Newman's  beautiful  and  eloquent  testi- 
mony with  regard  to  Irish  character, 
and  the  past  and  future  of  the  Irish 
people?  There  was  a  quotation  from 
ths  writings  of  Cardinal  Wiseman  ;  but 
it  was  a  quotation  with  regard  to  no- 
thing Irish,  hut  had  reference  to  the 
catacombs  of  Bome.  There  was  a  quo- 
tation from  Aubrey  De  Vere,  but  not  a 
word  from  his  noble  poem  odnnu/ail; 
there  were  certain  quotations  from 
Moore,  but  they  were  of  au  entirely 
non-national  cbaractfr ;  there  was  a 
quotation  from  James  Clarence  Mangan, 
but  there  were  no  quotations  from  his 
splendid  poems  on  Irish  character  and 
history — the  quotation  had  reference  to 
his  poem,  CAarhmagna  and  Ifii  Uriige  of 
ilotnbtamt.  There  were  several  long 
quotations  from  the  books  of  Sir  Walter 
tjcott ;  there  was  one  which  covered 
three  pages  on  the  sports  in  the  High- 
lands of  Scotland.  There  was  nothing 
with  regard  to  the  sports  of  Irishmen. 
There  was  one  quotation  with  respect  to 
Irish  patriots,  hut  the  last  Irish  patriot 
mentioned  in  the  National  school  books 
was  Gratlau — O'Connelt  and  the  other 
patriots  of  more  modern  days  were  un- 
noticed. There  was  a  quotation  with 
regard  to  the  industrial  resources  of  Ire- 
land ;  but  care  was  taken  to  omit  the  ex- 
pression of  opiuion  in  the  vory  book — 
The  Induttriet  of  Ireland — from  which  the 
quotation  was  made,  that  Ireland  was 
capable  of  nourishing  a  population  of 
16,000.000.  There  was  a  quotation 
from  Denis  Florence  McCarthy,  but  it 
was  not  a  quotation  from  his  National 
poems.  In  fact,  these  school  books,  in- 
stead of  doing  everything  to  encouragx, 


Habeas  Corpus  Act,  the  more  the  prac- 
tical efficacy  of  the  measure  was  proved. 
They  were  also  favoured  in  those  books 
with  some  quotations  from  Archbishop 
Whately's  writings  on  political  economy. 
He  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor)  remembered 
that  some  years  ago  an  agitation  was 
raised  in  this  country — he  thought  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Stoke  (Mr.  Broad- 
hnrst) — with  regard  to  some  quotations 
which  appeared  in  some  of  the  Snglieh 
school  books  on  the  work  or  action  of 
Trades'  Unions.  Archbishop  Whately 
was  en  economist  of  the  old  school ;  be 
was  bitterly  opposed  to  Trades'  Unions, 
and  he  made  some  very  strong  remarks 
with  regard  to  the  action  of  those  bodies. 
Some  of  his  writings  found  their  way 
into  English  school  books,  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stoke  called  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  matter.  The  result 
was  that  the  condemnatoir  remarks 
were  removed  from  the  books,  on  the 
ground  that  the  children  of  Trades' 
Unionists  ought  not  to  be  prejudiced 
against  the  institutions  to  which  their 
parents  belonged.  Now,  In  the  Irish 
school  books  there  was  a  specimen  of 
the  political  economy  of  Archbishop 
Whately :  it  dealt  with  letting  and 
hiring.and  the  question  of  rent— a  ques- 
tion of  some  delicacy  in  Ireland.  This 
was  what  Archbishop  Wbately  said — 

at  luid  and  the  quantitj'  of  corn  reited  would 
reicaiD  the  taxae,  snd  bo  would  the  number  of 
mouths  that  nant  corn.  Ths  farmer,  there- 
fore, would  get  the  game  price  for  his  com  as 
he  does  now  ;  the  ocly  diErerence  woold  be  thnt 
he  wonld  be  so  much  the  richer,  and  the  land- 
lord BO  much  the  poorer ;  the  labonreTB  and  the 
re«t  of  the  people  would  be  do  better  off  than 

Again— 

"1(  yon  were  to  make  a  law  for  lowering 
rents,  bo  that  the  land  should  still  remain  the 
property  of  tbosa  to  whom  it  now  belongs,  but 
that  they  should  not  be  allowed  to  receive  more 
than  so  much  sn  acre  for  it :  the  only  effect  of 
this  would  bo.  thnt  the  landlord  would  no 
longer  lot  his  land  to  a  farmer,  but  would  take 
it  into  his  own  handi  and  employ  a  bailiff  to 
look  after  it  for  him." 

So,  in  order  that  the  political  economy 
of  Archbishop  Whately  should  be  proved 
to  be  correct,  every  farm  on  which  a 
judicial  rent  hod  been  fixed  by  the  Land 
Act  of  18S1  should  at  present  be  uuoc- 
cnpied  by  the  landlord,  and  untilled  by 
the  tenant,  and  a  bailiff  put  in  to  take 
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did  sTerytbing  to  dieoourage,  National  I  the  part  of  th< 

literature.    Juat  one  word  more.    It  was  |  was  a.  very 

well  great  stress  should  be  laid  upon  j  coneeq 

the  necessity  of   Irish  history    being   ' 

taught  in  Irish  schools.     He  knew    a 

great  maay  educated  Irishmen — he  did 

not  knoir  whether  he  could  venture  to 

put   bimseii   in  that   category  —  who 

Knew  less  of  the  history  of  Ireland  than 

of  any  other  country.     If  a  publisher 

were  to  come  to  any  Irishman  od  these 

Benches — save  perhaps  to  the  hon.  Uem- 

ber  for  Westmeath  (Mr.  Sullivan)  and    it  might  possibly  involve  legislation  and 


4ati 

-igbt  hon.  Gentleman 
erioua  matter,  because,  in 
the  case  of  the  National 
teachers  in  Ireland  was  left  in  precisely 
the  same  state  it  was  found  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  debate.  He  (Oc4onel 
Nolan)  quite  admitted  tliat  this  vas  not 
a  subject  which  was  purely  within  the 
Chief  Secretary's  exclusive  purview.  It 
was  a  question  which  the  Cabinet  and 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  must,  to 
a  considerable  extent,  consider,  because 


thehon.UemberforSligo  (Mr.  Sexton], 
who  had  devoted  a  great  portion  of  their 
time  to  the  study  of  Irish  history — and 
asked  him  to  write  a  history  of  Ire- 
land, it  was  doubtful  whether  he  would 
undertake  the  task,  no  matter  what 
amount  of  money  was  offered  as  an  in- 
ducement, because  he  would,  first  of  all, 
have  to  spend  10  years  in  learning  the 
elements  of  Iri^  history  which  he 
ought  to  have  learnt  in  his  youth.  That 
was  a  perfectly  intolerable  and  shame- 
ful state  of  things.  It  was  all  nonsense 
to  say  they  could  not  get  an  impartial 
history  of  Ireland.  To  a  man  who  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  history  of  Ire- 
land, it  was  the  easiest  thing  in  the 
world  to  write  an  impaitial  history  of 
that  country.  It  would  not,  however, 
be  an  impartial  history  of  Ireland,  if  it 
was  said  that  penal  laws  meant  tolera- 
tion laws,  or  that  the  massacre  of  Drog- 
heda  was  a  proper  act  of  warfare.  Were 
the  English  afraid  of  having  Irish  his- 
tory written  in  Ireland  ?  Did  they  think 
their  rule  in  Ireland  would  shake  under 
a  knowledge  of  their  past  misdeeds  ? 

Colonel  NOLAN  said,  he  thought 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary made  rather  tool  many  apolo- 


the  expenditure  of  a  large  sum  of 
money.  He  hoped  that  before  the  de- 
hate  closed  they  would  receive  from 
the  Ciianoellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks- Beach),  who  was  one  of 
the  best-informed  men  in  the  House  on 
the  question  of  Irish  education,  some 
intimation  with  regard  to  the  grievances 
of  the  National  teachers.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary 
read  some  extracts  with  the  object  of 
showing  that  the  National  teachers  of 
Ireland  received  more  money  now  than 
they  did  in  ISsl.  Certainly,  18S4  was 
a  long  time  ago,  and  a  time  when  edu- 
cation was  not  regarded  as  a  matter 
which  should  be  highly  paid  for.  la 
1854  the  Educational  Estimates  for 
England  and  Wales  were  very  smalt — 
he  believed  they  did  not  amount  to  more 
than  £500,000  sterling.  Sincethen.  how- 
ever, they  had  gradually  increased  until 
now,  when  they  were  over  £3,000.000. 
The  rate  of  advance  in  the  Educational 
Estimates  for  England  and  Wales  was 
very  remarkable,  having  been  something 
like  £300,000  a-year  for  the  last  10  or 
12  years.  But  there  had  not  been  a  cor- 
responding increase  in  the  Irish  Esti- 
mates for  education;    there  was  a  i 


gies  for  his  want  of  knowledge  on  Irish   this  year,  but  there  had  not  been  one 
affairs.     The  Irish  Members  were  quite  j  every  year.     The  extraordinary  im 


aware  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  of  tato  years  in  the  English  Estimates 
had  not  only  had  the  Educational  Esti-  had  completely  changed  the  aspects  of 
mates  to  deal  with,  but  the  whole '  the  educational  question.  It  was  said 
of  the  Irish  Estimates,  and  they  were  !  that,  in  proportion,  as  large  a  grant  was 
ready  to  grant  that  in  some  matters  he  j  made  to  Ireland  as  to  England.  Hebe- 
had  shown  considerable  knowledge  of  lieved  the  suiu  granted  per  head  of  the 
detail.  Still,  on  every  point,  he  had  population  was  this  year,  for  the  first 
not  been  able  to  make  up  his  mind ;  in-  time,  very  much  the  same  in  the  two 
deed,  he  (Colonel  Nolan)  thought  the  i  countries.  It  would  be  found,  however, 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  pledged  him-  that  the  administration  in  Ireland  woa 
self  rather  too  far  in  regard  to  pensions  ;  much  worse  than  that  iuEnglond.  What 
and  to  model  schools,  and  that  on  re-  '•  was  desired  in  Ireland  was  that  the 
consideration  he  would  be  inclined  to  teachers  should  be  well  paid.  Of  conrse, 
modify  the  pledges  he  had  given.  Ua- 1  Ireland  received  m  grant  for  the  model 
fortunately,  the  went  of  information  on  schools  i  but  that  oaght  not  to  b*  orodited 
M,:T.P.O'a.„r  '  c,,„,     CotH^lc 
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against  them.  Tha  Trisli  people  did  Dot 
vantthemodel-schoolBjatem;  they  would 
rather  not  have  it.  Well,  aa  he  had 
already  said,  the  Engliah  and  Irish 
populatioa  received  almost  exactly  th« 
aame  amount  per  head.  If,  however, 
the  question  of  education  was  to  be 
taken  in  its  broader  aapeota,  and  Science 
and  Art  were  to  be  included,  more 
money  was  given  par  head  of  the  popu- 
lation to  England  than  to  Ireland.  The 
amount  of  population  was  not  the  only 
point  to  be  taken  into  con Btderation.  He 
found  that  the  Government  waa  always 
very  ready  to  ignore  the  fact  that  in 
Ireland  the  population  waa  distributed 
much  mora  thinly  than  in  England,  and 
that  the  consequence  waa  that  the 
•choola  were  much  more  thinly  acattered 
over  the  country  than  in  England.  In 
England  tbe  population  congregated  in 
large  towns,  and  waa  handled  much 
more  economically  than  in  Ireland.  It 
waa  quite  clear,  judging  from  tbe  de- 
hatea  on  English  education,  that  in  the 
public  achools  of  England  something 
more  than  an  elementary  education  waa 
given — a  really  good  education  waa 
(riven.  So  hie  case  was  this — that  the 
Oovemmeut  gave  the  same  amount  per 
head  of  tbe  population,  but  they  did  not 
take  into  consideration  the  fact  that  the 
Irish  schools  were  so  much  more  thinly 
aoatterad,  and  that  tbe  Irish  schoolmas- 
tera  only  received  about  hali  the  sala- 
ries English  schoolmasters  were  paid. 
It  would  be  found,  on  inquiry,  that  in- 
stead of  there  being  five  times  as  many 
achoolmaaters  in  England  as  in  Ireland 
— as  there  should  be,  according  to  the 
population — there  were  only  11,437,  as 
against  4,488  in  Ireland.  Although 
Ireland  received  the  same  amount  per 
head,  the  money  had  to  be  spread  over 
a  larger  area.  The  scboolmaaters  of  Ire- 
land got  very  little  money  indeed  in  com- 
parison with  their  Englieh  tonfrcrei.  A 
good  many  figureshad  been  putbeforelbe 
Committee  ;  but  no  one  bad  I'eferred  to  I 
tbe  £eturn  presented  last  March.  That  i 
Return  showed  that  only  10  per  cent  of 
the  achoolmaaters  in  Ireland  got  over  j 
£100  a-year,  and  that  the  bulk  of  them  j 
were  paid  from  £G2  to  £80  a-year. . 
Now,  TO  per  cent  of  the  schoolmastere  ' 
in  England  got  over  £100  a-year.  The 
discrepancy  in  this  matter  between 
England  and  Ireland  was,  therefore, 
enormous.  A  eohoolmaster  in  Ireland 
must  be  remarkably  clever  to  be  in- 


cluded in  tbe  10  per  cent;  135  Irish 
sfhool masters  got  over  £100  a-year, 
while  in  England  there  were  1,700  who 
received  from  £150  to  £'^00  a-year  ;  700 
who  received  from  £200  to  £250 ;  290 
who  received  from  £'JfiO  to  £300  ;  and 
a  certain  number  got  over  £300.  This 
under-payment  produced  moat  grave  dis- 
content amongst  the  National  School 
teachers  in  Ireland.  The  grievance 
waa  one  which  the  Qavernment  ought 
to  remedy  without  a  day's  delay^  If  he 
were  asked  how  it  should  be  remedied, 
he  should  say  that,  in  addition  to  the 
provision  for  pensions,  the  salaries 
should  be  increased  out  of  tbe  National 
Exchequer,  and  free  sites  for  the  aohoola 
obtained.  If  sites  wore  obtained,  he 
did  not  anticipate  much  difficulty  in 
building  schools.  He  did  not  want  the 
Qovemment  to  find  sites,  but  to  find 
legislation  by  which  obeap  and  easy 
meana  of  finding  aitee  would  be  pro- 
vided. Tbe  right  hon.  Gentleman  tbe 
Member  for  the  Border  Burgba  (Ur. 
Trevelyan)  admitted  that,  in  reganl  to 
the  question  of  school  sites,  there  wasan 
undoubted  grievance ;  and  he  (Colonel 
Nolan)  thought  the  present  Government 
might  fairly  give  an  assurance  that 
they  would  remedy  the  grievance.  He 
acknowledged  that  one  of  the  evils  in 
Ireland  at  the  present  moment  was  that 
there  were  too  many  competing  achoola. 
The  conaequence  was  that  the  schools 
were  badly  attended,  and  that  the 
salaries  of  the  teachers  were  unduly 
lowered.  What  was  the  reason  of  the 
existence  of  so  many  schools?  It  was 
that  tbe  Government  would  never  map 
out  the  country  and  say — "  There  must 
be  a  school  here,  and  another  here." 
The  sites  were  taken  which  could  be 
got,  no  regard  being  had  to  their  ad* 
vantagea.  There  were  too  many  school- 
masters, and  they  were  badly  paid. 
Nothing  would  make  tbe  Irish  scbool- 
maaters satisfied,  nothing  would  make 
them  think  thoy  were  not  suffering  great 
injustice,  white  they  only  got  half  the 
pay  of  men  in  a  similar  position  in 
England. 

The  CHAIRMAN  (Sir  Arthoh 
Otwav)  :  The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man has,  within  the  laat  quarter  of  an 
hour,  very  often  repeated  the  same  argu- 
ments with  regard  to  tbe  payment  of 
Irish  Bcboolmastera.  1  must  point  out 
that,  though  it  might  not  be  out  of 
Order  if  every  point  and  branch  of  a 
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in  which  the  Hon.  and  (gallant  Gentle 
man  is  discuseicg  this  subject,  it  would 
be  perfectly  impossible  to  get  through 
the  Business  of  Supply  in  a  much  longer 
Seesion  than  one  of  six  months. 

Colonel  NOLAN  apologized  if  he 
had  repeated  himself.  Ke  was  so  im- 
pressed with  the  necessity  of  remedying 
the  grievance  which  existed  Id  regard 
to  the  inequality  between  the  school- 
mastera  in  the  two  countries  that  he 
wished  to  do  eTerything  to  attract  the 
attention  of  the  Qovornment  to  the  sub' 

i'ect.  Up  to  the  present  scarcely  a  word 
lad  proceeded  from  the  Treasury  Bench 
as  to  the  increase  of  the  schoolmasters' 
salaries.  It  had  been  pointed  out  that 
there  was  an  estravagant  discrepancy 
between  the  salaries  of  the  two  classes. 
Well,  he  wished  to  discuss  some  of  the 
remedies  which  had  been  suggested  in 
the  course  of  this  debate.  There  was  one 
which  had  been  proposed  by  two  or  three 
hon.  Gentlemen.  Now,  he  had  a  great 
respect  for  all  except  that  one— namely, 
that  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  Cork  County  (Colonel  Colthurst), 
and  it  seemed,  to  hioi  that  tba  bun.  and 
gallant  Member  would  like  to  put  as 
much  as  possible  on  the  rates.  The  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman's  remedy  was  to 
put  the  aohoolm aster's  salary  upon  the 
rates ;  and  that  seemed  to  him  (Colonel 
Nolan)  a  very  bad  remedy.  In  the  first 
place,  the  poor  rates  were  altogether 
too  heavy  at  the  present  moment  in  Ire- 
land; and,  in  the  next  place,  a  school 
rate  was  not  the  kind  of  rate  which 
should  be  imposed  upon  the  people  in 
tfaia  matter,  because  they  excluded  from 
the  Poor  Law  Unions  in  Ireland  the 
very  class  of  people  who  ought  to 
manage  the  schools— namely,  the  clergy. 
Hon.  Members  were  perfectly  well 
aware  that  clergymen  were  excluded 
from  the  Boards  of  Guardians  in  Ire- 
land. If  there  was  any  Board  of  any 
kind  instituted  for  the  management  of 
those  schools,  he  should  like  to  say,  in 
passing,  that  be  would  wish  to  see 
ladies  appointed  upon  it,  as  was  the 
case  in  England.  Ladies,  ha  believed, 
were  ineligible  in  Ireland ;  at  any  rate, 
they  did  not  sit  on  the  Boards  ;  and.  to 
his  mind,  it  would  be  very  judicious  in- 
deed to  hand  over  the  management  of 
the  Poor  Law  Unions  to  a  body  which 
woold  not  exclude  the  two  useful  classes 
to  which  he  had  referred — namely,  the 
Tht  CMrman 


ouglit  to  bo  closely  connected  with  the 
management  of  school*. 

Colonel  COLTHURST :  What  I 
said  was,  that  I  wanted  the  schools  to 
be  managed  exactly  as  tbey  are  now, 
but  upon  contributioDS  from  the  whole 
of  Ireland. 

CoLONXL  NOLAN  said,  that  a  pro- 
position that  those  schools  should  be 
handed  over  to  other  Boards  in  Ireland, 
and  to  the  Poor  Law  Uoionsto  a  certain 
extent,  had  come  from  the  Benches  upon 
which  he  himself  was  sitting  in  the 
course  of  the  debate.  He  did  not  him- 
self object  very  much  to  the  system  of 
"ational  schools.     He  believed  it  to  be 

good  one,  and  one  which  suited  the 
country.  Unless  they  bad  an  Irish 
Parliament,  which  could  frame  Bules 
upon  those  questions,  and  which  would 
be  subject  only  to  the  veto  of  the 
Crown,  he  did  not  think  they  would  be 
likely  to  have  any  change,  owing  to  the 
division  of  Parties  in  this  country.  He 
did  not  thick  they  could  catch  the 
High  Church  in  England,  or  please  the 
Low  Chnrch.  He  did  not  think  that 
any  set  of  Bules  that  tbey  could  form 
would  be  likely  to  be  better  than  those 
in  force.  The  National  system,  when 
first  introduced,  waa  a  bad  one,  and  was 
used,  to  a  certain  extent,  for  the  purpotes 
of  proselytizing;  but  now  that  it  had 
been  30  or  30  years  at  work,  as  it  did 
not  interfere  with  the  consciences  of  the 
children,  he  was  inclined  to  think,  from 
his  knowledge  of  it  in  the  West  of  Ire- 
land, that  it  was  a  good  one.  Their 
real  difficulty  was  a  financial  one,  in- 
cluding the  matter  of  the  low  payment 
of  the  school  teachers.  That  was  the 
question  which,  at  the  present  moment, 
most  immediately  pressed  upon  them. 
Though  he  did  not  see  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
in  the  House,  nor  any  other  Membw  of 
the  Cabinet  who  formerly  interested 
himself  in  the  question  of  Irish  edura- 
tion,  he  sincerely  hoped  that  before  the 
debate  closed  some  Member  of  the  Go- 
vernment would  hold  out  some  hope  to 
the  National  School  teachers  in  regard 
to  an  increase  of  pay,  for  up  to  the  pre- 
sent moment  there  bad  been  notbin|c 
said  in  the  debate  which  would  at  all 
lead  them  to  suppose  that  the  Govern* 
ment  had  seriously  determined  how  they 
ooald  get  rid  of  this  grievance.  He  waa 
entirely  in  favour  of  free  education— dkat 
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was  to  say,  the  vhole  cost  of  elementary 
education  ooming  out  of  tbe  National 
Exchequer.  So  long  aa  it  was  elemen- 
tary, the  State  and  the  uatioa  should 
pay  the  whole  sum,  because  it  was  to 
the  ioteresU  of  the  country  that  esery 
child  should  have  a  moderate  amount  of 
education.  He  held  it  to  be  absolutely 
dangerouB  to  leave  the  childien  of  poor 
people  without  education ;  and  if  they 
gave  it  to  the  children  of  the  poor,  be 
aid  not  see  how  in  equity  they  could  re- 
fuse it  to  ths  children  of  the  riah,  seeing 
thnt  it  was  the  rich  people  who  had  to 
pay  the  taxes.  If,  however,  they  had 
schools  which  taught  more  than  elemen- 
tary education,  it  was  quite  proper  and 
right  that  the  districts  should  bear  their 
own  rate;  buthe  thought  itought  to  be 
the  duty  of  the  Oovernment  to  see  that 
all  children  received  an  elementary  edu- 
cation, and  in  order  to  secure  that  they 
onght  to  see  that  the  teachers  were  pro- 
perly paid.  His  contention  was  that,  at 
the  present  moment,  the  teachers  were 
not  properly  paid—  in  fact,  that  they  were 
wretchedly  paid — and  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Government  to  do  something 
to  improve  their  position.  He  thouf;bt 
they  might  start  with  the  proposition 
that  National  School  teachers  should  be 
paid  properly,  that  the  Chief  Secretary 
should  adopt  that  proposition,  and  have 
the  remedy  left  to  himself  and  his  Col- 
leagues. He  (Colonel  Nolan)  merely 
pointed  out,  as  a  suggestion,  that  the 
necessary  amount  of  money  should  come 
out  of  the  National  Exchequer.  It  was 
only  fair  that  the  matter  should  be  taken 
in  hand.  It  would  be  grossly  unfair  to 
■ay  that  those  teachers  should  remsin  in 
their  present  condition  of  wretchedness 
while  the  Qovemment  was  making  up 
its  mind  aa  to  what  coarse  should  be 
taken.  The  Chief  Secretary  had  not  a 
seat  in  the  Cabinet;  but  he  (Colonel 
Nolan)  thought  that  in  this  matter 
some  other  Member  of  the  Govern- 
ment who  was  in  the  Cabinet  was  bound 
to  come  forward  and  give  them  his 
views  as  to  the  money  part  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mb.  MOLLOT  said,  he  wished  to 
point  oat  to  tbe  right  hon.  Qentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  that  in  dealing  with 
the  amounts  paid  to  the  teachers  in  Ire- 
land he  had  elated  that  they  ranged 
from  £4S  V>  £99. 

The  chief  SECEETAET  (Sir 
WiuOAM  Habt  Dtke)  :  No,  no. 
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Mr.  MOLLOT  said,  that  was  so ;  and 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  look 
into  the  matter  he  would  find  that  that 
was  correct.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  read  the  figures  from  a  paper  which 
had  been  supplied  to  him  from  the  Edu- 
cation Dsparlment  in  Ireland —they  were 
read  in  opposition  to  some  figures  stated 
from  those  Benches.  It  was  stated  that 
payments  ranged  from  a  minimum  of 
£48toamaximumof£y9.  Hewasspeak- 
ing  of  the  acliool  teachers,  and  he  was 
quite  certain  of  the  figures,  because  he 
had  taken  them  down  at  the  time  they 
were  read.  Well,  those  figures  were 
not  by  any  means  correct.  If  they 
added  £99  and  £48  together,  that  would 
make  £147  ot  £150,  which  would  pro- 
duce an  average  of  £75  per  bead  pec 
teacher  iu  Ireland.  Now,  the  actual 
facts  were  that  a  teacher  in  that  country 
got  nothing  like  that  sum.  At  tbe  out- 
side, he  did  not  get  more  than  £61  or 
£62  a-year. 

The  CHIEF  SECEETAEY  (Sir 
William  Hakt  Dtke):  I  find  the  hon. 
Member  is  correct.  £99  is  the  highest, 
and  £4a  is  the  lowest. 

Me.  MOLLOT  said,  that  that  would 
give  an  average  ol"  £75  ;  but  those 
tigures,  he  could  assure  the  i{ght  hon. 
Qentleman,  were  entirely  incorrect.  He 
had  no  doubt  they  were  made  up  by 
adding  together  the  salaries  of  the 
teachers  and  a  number  of  items  which 
should  not  be  added  together.  As  s 
matter  of  fact,  as  he  bad  stated,  the 
average  amount  received  by  tbe  teachers 
in  Ireland  was  only  £61  or  £62.  What 
he  would  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
on  this  point  was  whether  he  would  lay 
on  the  Table  a  statement  as  to  how  those 
figures  were  made  up  7  Because,  of  course, 
it  was  alt  very  well  for  him  to  give  the 
figures  handed  to  him  on  the  one  side, 
and  for  hon.  Members  to  deny  them  on 
the  other  ;  but  what  they  wanted  to  get 
at  was  the  actual  amount  paid.  Would 
tbe  right  hon.  Gentleman  consent  to  lay 
on  the  Table  tbe  figures  that  made  up 
the  items  he  had  given  as  the  amounts 
paid  to  the  teachers  t  The  matter  was 
one  of  considerable  importance,  and  one 
upon  which  he  was  sure  they  all  desired 
to  be  accurate.  Another  point  was  the 
teaching  of  the  Irish  language  iu  Na- 
tional schools.  Tho  right  hon.  Qentle- 
man had  stated  that  the  Irish  languags 
was  tau(>ht  at  the  present  time  in  Irish 
National  sohools,  and  that  encourage- 
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Eilkenny  (Mr.  Ufarum)  had  stated  that 
the  model  school  at  Kilkenny  had  been 
closed.  Ha  (Mr.  Uolloy)  did  not  know 
whether  that  was  the  fact  or  cot,  or 
whether  the  Chief  Secretary  or  the  Inah 
Law  Officers  were  in  a  position  to  make 
a  ttatement  on  tho  point.  Still,  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Kil- 
kenny, who  ought  to  bo  welt  acquainted 
with  the  subject,  bad  stated  that  the 
school  was  closed  ;  and  yet  if  they  turned 
to  the  Estimates,  they  found  that  it  was 
included  ia  it,  and  that  a  very  large 
sum  of  money  was  askedfor.  He  would 
point  that  out  to  the  attention  of  the 
Chief  Secretary,  Of  course,  he  was 
well  aware  that  it  was  irapoesible  to  go 
through  all  these  details.  The  com- 
plaints the  right  hon.  Gentleman  bad 
made  were  wellfounded.  The  right  hon. 
Gentlsmnn  had  pointed  out  that,  al- 
though the  Estimates  were  prepared  by 
the  late  Oovemment,  he  had  received 
no  assistance  from  any  Member  of  that 
OoTemment  in  dealing  with  them.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  stated  that 
to-day  publicly — that  those  responsible 
for  the  Estimates  had  deliberately  ab- 
stained from  coming  to  the  House,  and 
from  offering  himself  or  his  Colleagues 
any  assistance  in  explaining  the  Bsti- 
mates.  It  was  especially  worthy  of  re- 
mark that  during  the  whole  time  tbe 
Estimates  hod  been  under  discussioD, 
the  Front  Opposition  Bench,  oo  which 
the  Members  of  the  late  QoTemment 
now  sat,  had  been  empty  from  the  be- 
ginning even  to  the  end.  Of  course, 
one  of  the  reasons  or  explanations  for 
that  was  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that 
some  exceedingly  awkward  questions 
were  to  be  asked.  Those  who  should 
have  faced  those  questions  had  escaped 
from  the  responsibility  of  the  Estimates, 
and  whan  all  these  complaints  were  to 
have  been  brought  forward,  had  calmly 
and  quietly  laid  the  whole  burden  oa 
the  present  Chief  Secretary,  in  order 
that  any  odium  which  might  attach  to 
anything  which  had  been  done,  or  had 
been  lett  undone,  might  attach  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  and  his  Col- 
leagues. The  escape  attempted  in  this 
matter  by  Members  of  the  lata  Adminis- 
tration was  one  of  those  electioneering 
tricks  practised  by  Members  of  opposing 
Parties. 

Mk.  MELBON  said,  he  did  not  wish 
to  continue  tbe  discussion  in  a  contro- 
versial spirit;   but  be  roee  to  inquire 
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ment  was  given  in  that  branch  of  study  ; 
and  he  (the  Chief  Secretary)  bad  gone 
on  to  state  that  Irish  was  placed  in  the 
some  list  as  Latin  and  Greak.  Well,  he 
(Mr.  Moiloy)  did  not  think  that  among 
the  peasant  population  in  Ireland  or  any 
other  country  to'place  a  language  on  the 
same  list  as  Latin  and  Greek  was  calcu- 
lated to  give  them  a  fair  opportuity  of 
studying  it.  This  matter  was  one  of  the 
highest  importance  in  some  of  the  Irish- 
speaking  parts  of  Ireland.  In  many 
places  the  people  spoke  only  the  Irish  lan- 
guage. He  would,  therefore,  press  upon 
tbe  right  hon.  Gentleman  tbe  desira- 
bility of  putting  Irish  on  a  lower  level, 
and  of  removing  it  from  the  level  of  the 
extras  to  which  be  had  alluded.  Now, 
with  regard  to  these  model  schools  in 
Ireland.  While  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man bad  been  speaking  with  reference 
to  them  he  (Mr.  Moiloy)  had  made  a 
calculation.  He  had  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
observations  were  not  in  accord  nith  the 
views  of  the  people;  and  he  had  made 
a  calculation  as  to  the  cost  of  each  pupil 
in  the  schools.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  pointed  out  that  the  Koyal 
Commission  which  had  reported  on  the 
efficiency  of  those  schools  had  condemned 
them  in  strong  terms  as  being  inefficient, 
and  had  stated  that  the  standard  of  edu- 
cation was  far  below  what  it  ought  to  be. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  bad  stated 
that  he  did  not  like  figures  very  much. 
Welt,  be  would  not  give  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  any  large  num.ber  of  figures  ; 
but  he  would  just  mention  the  result  of 
his  calculation,  and  it  was  this — that  tbe 
cost  of  each  pupil  in  those  model  schools 
which  had  been  condemned  by  the  Boyal 
Commission  was  £5  lOi.  per  annum. 
Those  schools  had  been  proved  to  be  far 
below  the  regular  standard  of  educa- 
tion in  tbe  National  Schools.  The  cost 
of  children  educated  in  the  National 
Schools'-  amounted  to  something  under 
30f  .;per  head,  so  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
they  were  paying  nearly  three  times  the 
amount  per  child  for  education  in  the 
model  eohools  that  they  were  paying  in 
the  National  Schools.  He  put  that  fact 
before  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  as  a 
further  reason  why  he  should  devote  his 
attention  as  soon  as  possible  to  the 
subject  of  those  model  schools.  There 
was  another  item  in  the  Estimates  to 
which  he  wished  to  call  attention. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Mr.  Mo'loy 
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what  was  proposed  to  be  dnoe  with  the 
Fenaioa  Fund  mentioned  by  the  Chief 
Socretarj'  ?  He  ahould  be  glad  to  know 
whether  the  impreBBion  on  his  mind  was 
a  correct  idea  of  the  condition  of  affairs. 
He  took  it  that  it  was  proposed  to  make 
a  penaioa  scheme  by  enabliog  teachers 
who  had  been  40  years  in  the  aervice, 
whether  male  or  female,  to  obtain  the 
maximnm  amouiit  of  pension.  He  did 
not  know  whether  he  was  correct  in  an- 
ticipating that  the  diatioction  betireen 
male  and  female,  as  it  at  present  existed, 
vaa  about  to  be  abolished.  That  was 
the  first  and,  he  thought,  the  most  ma- 
terial point.  In  the  next  place,  he 
understood  that  it  was  proposed  that  in 
the  event  of  a  teacher  being  dismissed 
the  service,  that  all  premiums  which  he 
might  hare  paid  to  the  Fenaion  Fund 
should  be  returned  to  him.  [The  Chief 
Secretaby;  Thejarenow.]  Yes,  they 
were  at  the  present  time.  He  under- 
stood that  a  similar  rule  was  to  be 
applied  to  the  representatives  of  teachers 
who  might  die  in  the  service  without 
having  received  any  pension.  In  those 
respects  the  pension  scheme  was  to  be 
amended,  and  in  those  respects  only. 
Then  he  wished  for  Bome  further  infer- 
mation  as  to  what  the  fund  of  £196,000 
was,  and  as  to  where  the  matter  stood. 
A  sum  had  been  appropriated  from  the 
Church  Surplus  Fund  to  the  creation  of 
pensions,  and  yet  it  was  said  that  that 
fund  did  not  make  up  the  pensions. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  was  said  by  many 
who  had  some  knowledge  on  the  subject 
that  the  amount  of  interest  on  the  prin- 
cipal sum,  and  the  contributions  made 
by  the  teachers,  was  much,  more  than 
was  necessary  to  pay  the  pensions  ac- 
cording to  the  fixed  scale.  He  did  not 
know  that  there  was  any  other  fund 
except  this  piioctpal  sum  and  the  con- 
tributions of  teachers.  He  should  like 
to  have  some  information,  therefore,  as 
to  what  this  sum  of  £196,000  was.  Was 
it  a  saving  ?  Where  did  it  come  from  ? 
Was  it  only  a  surplus  that  it  might  be 
anticipated  would  be  realized  hereafter? 
Those  were  the  points  on  which  he 
thought  some  information  ought  to  be 
given,  BO  that  hon.  Uembers  might 
thoroughly  understand  them.  He  would 
also  ask  that  Fapers  ehould  be  laid  on 
the  Table  of  the  House  showing  how 
those  figures  were  arrived  at,  and  what 
the  changes  were  which  were  proposed 
to  be  made  in  the  pension  scheme.    He 
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wished  to  remove  a  misapprehension 
which  seemed  to  exist  in  the  minds  of 
hon.  Members  as  to  his  original  sugges- 
tion that  the  Government  should  pro- 
ceed with  the  Bill  introduced  by  their 
Fredecessors.  His  suggestion  was  that 
tbey  should  eliminate  sU  matter  out  of 
the  Bill  save  the  matter  of  dealing  with 
the  compulsory  rate  and  the  National 
rate.  He  had  stated,  and  he  would 
repeat,  that  the  National  rate  was  pro- 
posed by  him  in  1875,  and  was  nov 
adopted  for  the  purpose  of  removing  a 
number  of  difficulties  which  a  compulsory 
rate  would  bring  about.  If  the  Guar- 
dians of  the  Unions  were  to  subscribe 
for  the  carrying  on  of  education,  he 
thought  it  only  fair  that  they  should 
make  a  claim,  to  have  a  voice  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  moirey.  Without  hesi- 
tation he  would  say— whatever  might  be 
said  to  the  contrary — that  nine-tenths 
of  the  people  of  Ireland  would  refuse  to 
enter  into  the  difficult  question  of  school 
boards. 

The  SECEETAET  to  the  TRBA- 
SURT  (Sir  Henky  Holland)  said,  the 
Heport  which  he  thought  had  been  laid 
on  the  Table,  and  which  would  be  cir- 
culated amongst  hon.  Members,  was  the 
Report  of  the  quinquennial  valuation  of 
the  Teachers'  Fension  Fund.  That  fund 
was  made  up  of  £1,300,000  and  the 
compulsory  stoppages  from  teaohera' 
emoluments.  He  would  not  now  go 
through  the  details  of  the  Heport;  but 
it  was  calculated — the  value  of  future 
premiumsbeing  considered  and  the  gross 
liabilities  being  deducted — that  there 
would  be  a  surplus  of  £196,587.  The 
question,  then,  was  how  to  deal  with  that 
surplus.  Two  of  the  grievances  that 
the  teachers  felt  had  been  removed — 
or,  rather,  it  was  proposed  to  remove 
them.  Premiums  which  had  been  paid 
by  teachers,  together  with  interest  at 
3  per  cent,  were  to  be  returned  to  the  re- 
presentatives of  teachers  who  had  died 
in  the  service  without  having  received 
pensions.  There  was  another  point  of 
a  somewhat  more  technical  character. 
There  were  two  classes  of  tesohers  upon 
special  footing,  serving  in  obsolete 
classes,  and  the  grievance  long  felt  by 
them  in  respect  of  their  pensions  would 
be  removed  in  their  favour.  The 
other  points,  he  thought,  had  been 
correctly  stated  by  the  hon.  Member 
except  on  one  matter.  It  was  proposed 
to  keep  the  age  of  compulsory  retirg- 
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ment  as  it  at  present  Btood— namely,  at 
65  for  men  and  63  for  vomen.  Male  and 
female  teaohera,  however,  would  be  al- 
lowed to  retire  on  their  maximum  pen- 
Btons  after  completiDtj^  40  years  serrice, 
ODfuIl-pa7fromtheagesof21  and  1 8  re- 
epectively.  He  would  again  repeat  that 
in  considering  thia  schemegreat  attention 
had  been  paid  to  the  question  of  length 
ofaeryice;  and  it  would  be  observed  tbat 
aervice  was  now  made  an  element  in  de- 
termining when  a  teaobet  might  retire 
voluntarily.  Thus  they  met,  to  a  certain 
extent,  the  views  of  those  who  had  so 
long  urgsd  that  service,  instead  of  age, 
should  be  made  the  basis  of  the  grant  of 
pension.  He  hoped  this  explanatien 
would  be  satisfactory. 

Mr.  MOLLOY  :  Is  the  model  school 
at  Kilkenny  to  he  closed  ? 

The  chief  SEOEETAEY  (Sir  Wit- 
LiAU  Haet  Dyke)  :  It  appears  from  the 
Estimate  that  it  is  not.  These  accounts, 
however,  were  prepared  some  months 
ago,  and  it  is  just  possible  that  the 
school  may  have  been  dosed  after  their 
preparation.  I  will  obtain  information 
on  the  subject. 

Mn.  MOLLOY  i  I  think  the  school 
has  been  dosed  for  a  considerable  time, 
and  if  that  is  the  case  this  Estimate  has 
no  right  to  appear  here  at  all. 

Mb.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  said,  he  bad 
listened  to  the  statement  made  by  the 
right  hon.  Qentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary with  very  great  interest ;  in  fnot, 
with  a  feeling  of  surprise  to  a  certain 
extent.  This  feeling  of  surprise  was 
caused  by  the  oandonr  and  honesty  with 
which  the  subject  bad  been  treated  from 
the  Front  Ministerial  Bench.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  fairly  said  that, 
having  been  but  a  few  months  in  Office, 
he  had  net  been  able  to  master  the 
details  of  the  question,  and  had  not  been 
able  to  struggle  with  the  dtffloult  and 
complex  questions  which  had  come 
before  him  connected  with  the  govern- 
ment of  Ireland.  It  was  quite  a  novelty 
to  the  Irish  Members  to  bear  anything 
of  that  Hnd  from  that  quarter.  The 
usual  thing,  whoever  occupied  that  posi- 
tion—however long  or  however  short  a 
time  they  had  been  connected  with  the 
administration  of  Irish  affairs— was  to 
profess  to  know  all  about  Ireland,  and 
to  be  able  to  correct  the  views  and 
figures  and  statements  of  Irish  Mem- 
bers on  every  subject  connected  with 
their  country.  As  a  rule,  those  right 
Sir  Btnrf  HolUtni 
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hon.  and  hon.  Gentlemen  spoke  with 
the  utmost  confidence  from  the  briefs 
supplied  to  them  by  the  various  De- 
partments in  Iraland ;  and  when  once 
they  had  delivered  themselves  from  their 
places  in  that  House,  it  was  considered 
tbat  "  Sir  Oracle  "  had  spoken,  and  the 
statements  of  the  Irish  Members  all 
round  seemed  to  go  for  very  little.  He 
considered  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  had  done  well  and  beQttingly  on 
this  occasion,  and.  he  was  sura,  had  re- 
commended himself  to  the  coueideration 
and  kindly  feeling  of  the  Irish  Members. 
But  he  wondered  whether  it  struck  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  or  anyone  else  in 
this  Committee,  how  odd  a  thing  it  was 
that  on  every  change  of  Government 
in  England  officials  unacquainted  with 
these  matters  were  thrust  into  the  Go- 
vernment of  Ireland,  and  were  expected 
forthwith  to  learn  their  lesson,  and  to 
be  able  to  contraditt  and  controvert 
every  statement  made  by  Irishmen  who 
had  been  conversant  with  these  sub- 
jects and  had  had  to  deal  with  them 
all  their  lives.  Did  it  not  occur  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  to  his 
Government  tbat  all  these  complicated 
and  difficult  matters  could  be  settled 
quite  aa  well  by  Irishmen  in  Ireland  aa 
by  people  who  ware  complete  strangers 
to  Uie  business  ?  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  told  them  that  there  had 
been  within  a  period  of,  he  did  not 
know  how  many  years,  but  for  a  very 
long  period  indeed,  a  considerable  ame- 
lioration of  the  position  of  the  Na- 
tional school  teachers  in  Ireland.  It 
was  true  there  had  been  ;  but  that  elate- 
ment  amounted  only  to  this — that  poorly 
and  badly  off  as  the  teachers  were  to- 
day, there  was  a  time  when  they 
were  much  worse  off.  He  would  maks 
tho  British  Government  a  prosent  of 
that  argument.  A  more  rapid  and  sub- 
stantial increase  in  the  cost  of  education 
and  in  the  payment  of  those  engaged  in 
it  had  been  made  in  England,  and  that 
fact  should  not  be  left  out  of  mind  when 
they  considered  the  question  of  increas- 
ing the  emoluments  of  the  Irish  teaohara 
as  was  proposed.  He  had  been  struck 
from  time  to  time,  when  they  came  to 
discuss  questions  of  this  kind,  with  the 
fact  that  the  Government  of  this  coun- 
try, in  dealing  with  Ireland,  was  very 
liberal  when  the  question  before  it 
was  that  of  paying  the  police,  or  the 
soldier,  or  the  informer.    They  thought 
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very  little  then  of  a  few  thoasanda 
of  pounds ;  but  once  a,ik  them  to  spend 
anTthing  on  the  vise  work  of  edu- 
cation, on  the  enlightenment  of  the 
jnnng.  and  on  the  training  of  the  chil- 
dren of  the  conntij,  and  the;  found  that 
the  hand  was  closed  and  the  heart  was 
bard.  The  amelioration  of  the  cNin- 
ditioo  of  the  Irish  teachers  bad  been 
slow.  This  was  said  to  be  an  age  of 
progress;  but  the  progress  made  in 
this  direction  had  really  been  very  slight 
— it  had  been  the  progress  of  the  snail, 
and  was  truly  unworthy  of  a  Govern- 
ment calling  itself  liberal  and  enlight- 
ened—a Government  which,  however, 
bad  so  large  an  arrear  of  juBtioe  to  pay 
to  the  Irish  people  in  this  matter  of  edu- 
cation as  well  as  on  other  suhjecta. 
Almost  every  class  in  Ireland  which  had 
to  deal  with  the  Government,  except 
the  police  and  the  lawyers,  found  itself 
treated  in  a  niggardly  and  unjust  spirit 
in  that  House,  and  the  only  result  was 
discontent  on  every  hand.  He  would 
aak  the  Government  what  they  could 
gain  by  fixing  in  the  minds  of  the  Na- 
tional teachers,  who  were  a  vary  impor- 
tant class  in  Ireland,  a  feeling  of  dis- 
content? What  could  they  gain  by 
allowing  their  grievance— an  acknow- 
ledged grievance,  a  pteaeing  one — to  re- 
main so  long  unredressed  r  They  had 
heard  jnst  now  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  some  improvement  was 
to  be  made  in  the  matter  of  pensions  to 
these  teachers.  That  was  au  very  well 
so  far;  but  he  thought  they  would 
prefer  increased  pay  rather  than  in- 
creased pensions.  A  pension  was  a  long 
way  off  &om  many  of  these  men .  Many 
of  them  would  never  get  a  pension  at 
all ;  and,  in  the  meantime,  they  were  all 
living  upon  starvation  salaries.  He  be- 
lieved it  would  be  very  much  more  to 
the  advantage  of  these  people,  and  very 
mnch  more  agreeable  to  them,  if  eomo 
increase  and  advantage  in  the  way  of 
pay  were  given  to  them  rather  than  that 
the  boon  of  those  pensions,  after  a  ser- 
vice of  40  years,  should  be  held  out  to 
them ;  for,  as  he  had  said,  many  of  them 
could  not  hope  to  obtain  the  pension, 
and  many  of  them  never  would.  Irish 
Members  asked  for  these  people  simply 
that  a  measure  of  justice  should  be  dealt 
out  to  them.  It  was  acknowledged  that 
they  were  not  treated  justly — that  they 
were  placed  at  a  disadvantage  as  com- 
pared with  their  brothers  and  sisters  in 
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:  the  same  profession  in  England  ;  and  the 
natural  consequence  of  that  state  of  things 
was  that  this  important  class  of  people  in 
Ireland  were  discontented,  and  he  might 
almost  say  disaffected.  If  they  were 
disaffected  he  should  think  that  they 
had  very  good  reason  to  show  for  their 
state  of  mind.  The  question  of  school 
books,  which  had  already  been  treated 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of 
Galway  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor),  he  would 
not  go  into.  He  would  only  say  in  one 
sentence  that  he  thought  the  contents  of 
some  of  those  books  might  with  great 
advantage  be  less  of  a  literary  and  more 
of  a  utilitarian  character.  There  was  a 
quantity  of  general  literature  in  those 
books,  a  quantity  of  matter  about  birds 
and  beasts,  and  one  thing  and  another, 
which  might  very  well  be  left  out,  and 
its  placo  supplied  with  matter  of  a  prac- 
tical value  to  young  children  in  Ireland 
who  bad  their  way  to  make  in  the  world. 
They  were  told  that  there  was  a  great 
lack  in  Ireland  of  technical  education  ; 
that  was  perfectly  true ;  and  he  thought 
that  a  good  deal  of  it  might  be  imparted 
in  the  second  and  third  school  books, 
and  so  on  up  to  the  sixth.  Informatiou 
of  various  kinds — ^information,  for  in- 
stance, bearing  upon  agriculture — might 
be  imparted  in  those  school  books,  in- 
stead of  some  of  the  poetry  they  were 
found  to  contain.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  held  out  some  hope  that  this 
question  would  be  dealt  with  in  the  near 
future— that  it  would  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration in  a  somewhat  more  geneione 
and  liberal  spirit.  It  was  well  to  have 
that  promise;  but  there  were  promises  on 
the  same  subject  which  were  made  long 
since,  and  which  were  yet  unfulfilled. 
Apparently  it  mattered  very  little  to  the 
House  of  Commons  or  to  the  Government 
whether  those  promises  were  fulfilled 
or  not ;  but  it  was  a  great  matter  to  the 
National  teachers  of  Ireland,  who  were 
in  such  a  miserable  condition,  and  he 
thonght  the  Government  could  hardly 
do  a  wiser  thing  than  to  fuISl  their 
promises  in  a  large  and  liberal  spirit  if 
it  should  happen  that  the  power  of 
doing  so  should  be  in  their  hands  after 
the  General  Election. 

Mb.  DAWSON  said,   he  would  im- 

Sress  upon  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
hief  Secretary  that  he  ought  to  look 
more  closely  into  the  Model  Schools  than 
he  had  given  the  Committee  any  reason 
to  hope  ne  was  likely  to  do.    Tne  Irub 
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MemberB  had  pat  forvard  the  case  that 
the  Model  Schools  001;  contained  1  -20th 
of  Catholic  pupils,  whereas  thej  ought  to 
have  DODtained  77  per  cent.  They  bad 
put  it  to  the  right  bon.  Gentleman  that 
those  schools  h^  coat  £160,000  to  build, 
and  that  thej  cost  £76,000  a-vear  to 
maintain.  They  bad  put  it  the  ChiTern- 
meat  that  the  Boyal  Commission  issued 
by  their  Predecessora  bad  declared  that 
the  teaching  in  those  schools  was  ineffi- 
cient ;  that  tbs  institutions  were  below 
the  standard,  and  ought  to  be  abolished. 
In  the  absence  ot  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  sat  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House 
(SirEardlejWilmot},  who  was  presiding 
over  the  Committee  for  the  promotion  of 
Irish  Industries,  he  would  put  it  to  the 
GoTcrnment  whether  all  the  evidsncs 
that  bad  been  brought  before  that  Com- 
mittee had  not  shown  the  necessity  of 
technical  education  in  Ireland,  and  bad 
not  demonstrated  Uiat  technical  educa- 
tion could  not  be  carried  out  unless 
tbey  had  technical  classes  and  technical 
teachers?  Be  bad  met  a  lot  of  teachers 
in  Ireland  lately  who  had  said — "  Oh  I 
we  could  teach  shoemaking,  we  could 
teaob  carpentering,  wa  could  teach  any- 
thing if  you  would  only  pay  us  for  it." 
They  made  that  declaration  notwith- 
standing that  they  bad  no  more  idea  of 
the  subject  they  professed  to  be  able  to 
teach  than  they  had  of  legislation.  But 
he  would  suggest  to  the  Government 
that  they  now  had  an  admirable  oppor- 
tunity of  establishing  technical  schools. 
Let  them  devote  those.  Model  Schools  to 
the  purpose.  They  had  them  in  every 
county,  and  the  buildings,  with  their  fit- 
tings and  everything  necessary,  would 
serve  admirably  the  purpose  of  enabling 
teachers  to  teach  technical  education. 
They  could  make  them  normal  schools 
for  the  teaching  of  technical  subjects. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  oonneo- 
tion  with  those  matters,  had  shown  a 
kindlyspiritand  a  spirit  of  inquiry;  and 
he  (hir.  Dawson]  would  urge  him  to  look 
into  the  question  of  those  particular 
Model  Schools,  and  see  whether  the 
money  spent  upon  tbem  oould  not  be 
more  usefully  applied. 

The  chief  SECEETAUT  {Sir 
WiLLiAU  Habt  Dyke)  said,  with  re- 
gard to  the  scale  of  payments  which  bad 
been  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  King's  County  (Mr. 
MoUoy),  be  should  have  no  objection  to 
show  the  figures  on  which  the  Betums 
Mr,  DmcKm 


ho  had  quoted  were  arrived  at.  Ha 
should  be  glad  to  give  bon.  Memben 
opposite  who  might  apply  for  it  every 
information  on  this  subject  in  his  power. 
With  regard  to  Model  Schools,  ha  could 
assure  hon.  Gentlemen  that  he  would 
give  their  suggestions  every  possible 
consideration.  The  discussion  had  now 
travelled  over  a  very  large  radius ;  and 
considering  the  period  of  the  Session  at 
which  they  had  arrived,  and  their  roai- 
tion  altogether,  he  appealed  to  non. 
Gentlemen  to  allow  the  Vote  to  be  taken 
without  further  debate. 

Mb.  sexton  said,  he  would  renew 
tho  Motion  he  bad  made  at  an  earlier 
stage  of  the  day's  proceedings  to  reduce 
the  Vote  as  a  protest  against  the  mo- 
nopoly in  the  purchase  and  sale  of  books, 
his  contention  being  that  the  trade 
should  no  longer  be  hampered  by  the 
keeping  up  of  that  monoply. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  Th&t  the  Item  of  £37,110  for  Books  and 
School  AppBTfttui  b«   omittsd  from   the  pro- 
pond  Tota."— (Jfr.  SisttM.) 

Mr.  lynch  said,  that,  incompliance 
with  the  expressed  wish  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary,  he  cer- 
tainly would  not  detain  the  Committee. 
The  subject,  though  a  very  important 
one,  had  occupied  a  considerable  amount 
of  time — though  not  more  than  it  de- 
served— and  had  been  thoroughly  well 
discussed.  Hs  certainly  felt  that  the 
subject  of  the  grievanoes  of  the  National 
School  teachers  of  Ireland  was  one  of 
the  most  important  questions  which 
could  be  brought  forward.  He  wished 
to  say  that  he,  accompanied  by  the  senior 
Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton),  bad 
recently  received  a  deputation — a  depu- 
tation presided  over  by  Canon  MaoDer- 
mott,  on  which  occasion  the  teachers  put 
forward  their  case  most  dearly.  He 
had  promised  them,  and  be  was  now 
fulfilling  bis  pledge,  to  join  with  bis  hon. 
Colleague  in  protesting  against  the  oon- 
duct  of  the  Government  m  refusing  or 
delaying  to  remedy  the  grievances  whioh 
the  teachers  had  been  labouring  under 
BO  long  and  so  painfully.  He  trusted 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  would  comply  with  tbe  wishes 
so  unanimously  expressed  by  the  Irish 
teachers.  Having  said  that,  be  would 
not  detain  the  Committee  any  longer. 

Mb.  BIOGAH  said,  that  before  the 
Vote  was  put  be  should  like  to  any  just 
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a  word  or  two.  He  had  listened  witli 
great  attention  to  the  Bpeecben  which 
had  been  made  in  the  course  of  the  dia- 
cuBsion,  and  also  to  the  reply  of  the  right 
hon.  Qentleman  the  Chief  Secretary. 
The  right  hon.  QeDtleman  had  been 
very  cautious,  and  properly  so  perhaps, 
in  not  committinft  himself  to  any  opi- 
nion. He  [Mr.  Biggar)  would  draw 
attention  to  complaiuta  which  had  been 
made  with  regard  to  one  or  two  points. 
One  was  with  reference  to  the  compul- 
sory taxation  of  the  Irish  ratepayers 
for  technical  purposes.  He  b^ieved 
that  when  the  Sobool  Board  system  was 
introduced  into  Great  Britain  it  was  un- 
derstood that  the  rate  would  never 
reach  more  than  Sd.  in  the  pound. 

The  chairman  (Sir  Arthhe 
Otwat)  said,  he  did  not  wish  to  aak  the 
hon.  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sezton)  to 
repeat  the  process  he  had  gone  through 
•arlier  in  the  day,  when  he  had  with- 
drawn his  Amendment  iu  order  to  en- 
able hon.  Members  to  speak  on  the 
feneral  question.  Ha  would  point  out, 
owever,  that  the  remarts  of  the  hon. 
Member  (Mr.  Bigger)  were  not  germane 
to  the  Amendment.  If  the  Committee 
desired  the  hon.  Member  to  continue  he 
(the  Chairman)  should  not  object. 

Ms.  BESTON  said,  that  it  would  be 
open  to  the  hon.  Member  to  continue 
hla  remarks  if  a  division  were  taken 
apon  the  Amendment  with  regard  to  the 
item  for  books. 

Mb.  BIGQAR  said,  that  if  the  Com- 
mittee would  bear  with  him,  he  would 
not  detain  them  more  than  a  moment 
or  two.  He  had  been  saying  that  when 
the  School  Board  system  was  first  intro- 
duced into  this  country  assurances  were 
given  that  the  rate  would  not  be  more 
3d.  in  the  pound;  but  the  result  had 
shown  that  that  calculation  was  alto- 
gether erroneous,  the  rate  having  been, 
in  Bome  cases,  as  much  as  10^.  in  the 
pound,  the  tendency  being  still  to  in- 
crease year  after  year.  It  would  be 
seen,  therefore,  that  it  would  be  ex- 
tremely dangerous  to  introduce  a  scheme 
of  such  elastic  taxation  in  Ireland.  If 
•uch  a  scheme  were  introduced  the  Local 
Authorities  would  be  continually  urged 
to  give  increased  salaries,  and  the  re- 
sult would  be  a  serious  burden  upon 
the  ratepayers.  As  to  these  Model 
Schools,  he  would  repeat  what  he  had 
■aid  before,  and  what  he  believed  to  be 
the  owe— namely,  that  the  (p'eat  misfor- 
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tune  with  regard  to  English  grants  was 
that  the  Ooverument  for  the  time  being 
always  insisted  upon  the  money  beicg 
foolishly  spent.  Something  like  £40,000 
a-year  was  spent  on  the  Model  Schools. 
That  money  was  almost  thrown  away, 
and  yet  if  that  amount  had  been  given 
to  the  masters  and  devoted  to  the  causa 
of  edutiation  generally  the  result  would 
have  been  most  beneficial.  Such  an 
expenditure  as  that  he  suggested 
would  have  been  satisfactory  not  only 
to  the  masters,  but  to  the  whole  of  the 
Irish  people.  If  he  might  offer  a.  sug- 
gestion to  the  Government  as  to  a  means 
of  utilizing  the  Model  Schools  he  would 
propose  that  they  should  be  disestab- 
lished and  disendowed  as  educational 
institutions,  and  should  be  used  for  the 
future  as  police  barracks.  A  large 
amount  was  spent  upon  the  building  of 
police  barracks  in  Ireland,  and  he 
thought  it  would  be  a  wise  and  econo- 
mical and  highly  satisfactory  arrange- 
ment to  devote  the  money  spent  on  those 
barracks  to  the  purposes  of  education, 
and  to  hand  over  to  the  police  the  Model 
Schools.  There  was  a  system  now  in 
vogue  by  which  the  grants  made  by  Par- 
liament were  increased  in  proportion  to 
the  amount  of  what  were  called  local 
payments.  The  schoolmasters,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  puffed  up  their  state- 
ments with  regard  to  the  amount  of  local 
assistance  they  got  in  order  to  obtain  aa 
large  a  grant  from  the  public  Exchequer 
as  they  could.  The  system  was  a  very 
objectionable  one,  as  it  not  only  demo- 
ralized the  schoolmasters,  but  placed  a 
burden  upon  the  Imperial  Exchequer 
which  it  was  not  entitled  to  bear.  If 
the  Exchequer  was  to  give  money  it 
should  know  exactly  what  it  was  giving 
it  for,  and  money  should  not  be  granted 
under  a  subterfurge  of  this  kind.  Be- 
sides, the  system  was  objectionable  from 
the  master's  point  of  view,  in  this  way — 
that  by  large  amounts  being  put  down 
OS  local  payments  it  caused  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  public  to  imagine  that  the 
masters  were  much  better  paid  than  was 
really  the  case.  The  masters  reported 
that  they  got  from  outside  sources  much 
more  than  they  really  did  receive,  and 
that  amount  and  the  Imperial  grant 
were  put  together,  and  it  was  supposed 
to  be  the  sum  the  masters  received  as 
payment  for  their  services.  The  amount 
so  arrived  at,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  was 
much  more  than  the  masters  put  intg 
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their  pocteta.  The  syetein  was  a  viciona 
one,  and  it  eeemed  to  him  to  req^uire 
remndy.  Take  it  for  all  in  all,  he 
thought  that  the  increased  ^ant  should 
depend  upoa  result  fees,  and  the  pay- 
ments should  be  made  in  this  way,  irre- 
speotive  of  what  was  received  from  the 
localitiea.  Under  the  present  eyetem, 
in  the  diatricts  vbere  the  people  were 
comparatively  well  off,  schoolmasters 
would  be  likely  to  get  a  mnoh  larger 
sum  than  they  would  in  poor  districta. 
In  districla  where  the  people  were  poor 
the  master  could  never  get  a  large  eum 
from  the  children,  nor  could  he  expect 
to  get  lar^e  eubscriptione  from  the  out- 
side public.  In  this  way,  therefore,  it 
was  jufit  in  those  districta  where  the 
money  was  moat  required  that  the 
amallest  grant  was  obtained.  The  sye- 
tem,  altogether,  was  a  moat  ohjeotiou- 
able  one ;  and  it  would  be  well  for  the 
Government,  in  any  new  scheme  that 
was  formulated,  to  effect  a  remedy. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided:— AyM  26; 
Noes  126  :  Majority  100.— (Div.  List, 
No.  255.) 

Original  QueetioD  put,  and  nffretd  to. 
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(2.)  £24,690,  to  oomplete  the  mm  for 
Bouth  Africa  and  St.  Helena. 

The  8E0EETABT  of  STATE  Fon 
TBE  COLONIES  (Colonel  SxAstET) :  I 
think,  probably,  I  can  save  the  time  of 
the  Committee  by  rising  at  once,  in  coa- 
nsction  with  this  Vote,  to  make  a  few 
observations  by  way  of  explanation.  It 
seems  to  be  supposed  by  some  hon. 
Uembera  that  I  am  going  to  make  a 
general  statement  in  regard  to  South 
Africa;  but  I  do  not  find  myself  in  a 

raition  to  do  that  at  the  present  time, 
hope  the  Committee  will  understand 
that  at  the  present  moment  wa  find  our- 
selves, au  to  apeak,  in  an  intermediate 
position  of  affairs.  The  Expedition  which 
was  sent  out  to  South  Afnca  by  the  late 
Oovemment,  under  the  command  of  Sir 
Gharlea  Warren,  has,  I  am  happy  to  say, 
fulfilled  the  primary  duties  expected  of 
it.  Under  that  able  Commander  it  has 
fulfilled  these  duties  without  bloodshed, 
and  in  a  manner  which  seems  to  have 
carried  out  moat  efBoiently  the  objects 
for  which  it  was  sent  out.  Sir  Charles 
Jfr.  Biggtr 
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Warren,  I  think  it  may  be  fairly  said, 
has,  by  themannerin  which  he  has  per- 
formed his  task,  added  to  the  luatre  that 
already  attached  to  his  name.  On  the 
other  band,  I  must  not  be  allowed  to 
pass  by  this  subject  without  one  word 
of  commendation  of  the  present  High 
Commissioner  at  the  Cape,  who  has  dis- 
charged  hia  duties  towarda  Her  Ua- 
jeaty'a  Government  with  great  loyalty 
and  fidelity,  and  under  circumstances  of 
somewhat  considerable  difficulty.  Speak- 
ing B8  I  do  in  the  present  state  of 
affairs,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  am  nn- 
able  to  offer  to  the  Committee  any  very 
definite  information  with  regard  to  the 
immediate  future.  I  thtnk  I  have  led 
the  Committee  to  helievo  that  I  am  not 
likely  to  mako  a  atatement  of  any  very 
atartling  character  ;  and,  even  if  I  had 
no  other  reason  for  it,  this  consideration 
would  greatly  weigh  with  me — that  in 
all  these  matters  we  require  to  proceed 
aa  calmly  and  dispassionately  as  pos- 
sible. If  I  endeavour  to  lay  my  hand 
on  what  seems  to  me  to  have  been  a  Bp«- 
cial  fault  of  our  South  A&ican  policy  in 
times  past,  it  seeme  to  me  to  have  been 
this — that  it  has  been  a  polioy  of  vacilla- 
tion, and  that  the  hot  fit  of  sending  out 
Expeditions  has,  on  the  other  hand, 
almost  inevitably  been  succeeded  by  the 
cold  fit  of  returning  and  leaving  the 
Colony  to  its  own  devices.  Thernorv, 
for  all  these  reasons  I  hope  that  in  the 
course  of  the  next  few  months  we  may 
proceed  with  care  and  moderation ;  that 
we  may  take  the  situation  as  we  find  it ; 
and  that  we  may  make  the  beet  of  it, 
endeavouring  simply  to  promote,  as  far 
as  we  can,  the  welfare  of  the  people 
who  are  placed  under  our  rule.  Endea- 
vourino:,  without  necessarily  adhering 
in  all  details  to  the  policy  of  our  Prede- 
cessors, and  without,  on  the  other  hand, 
attempting  anything  in  the  nature— 
which  I  should  be  aorry  to  attempt— of 
a  policy  of  reversal,  but  acting  on  the 
information  which  we  are  in  the  course 
of  receiving  almost  daily,  I  hope  we 
may  approach  this  great  question  in  the 
manner  which  it  deserves,  and  deal 
with  it  in  a  mode  which  may  offer  for 
the  future  some  reasonable  aaauntnce 
that  these  question  a  will  not  b* 
dealt  with  in  the  apasmodio  manner  in 
which,  unfortunately,  they  have  been 
dealt  with  heretofore.  Well,  8ir.  this 
Vote  is  of  great  importance,  and  the 
questions  which  will  arise  in  or- " 
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with  it  sre  of  the  very  wideat  possible 
description.  In  the  course  of  an  answer 
whicli  I  gave  to  a  Question  the  other 
day,  it  was  my  duty  to  say  that  an  offer 
had  been  made  of  the  ceBBion  of  a  Taet 
and  rather  undefined  piece  of  territory 
North  of  the  Protectorate,  Upon  that 
matter  I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  think 
it  extremely  desirable  for  the  Oovem- 
ment  to  act  with  extreme  core.  We 
have  learned  a  bitter  lesson  by  those 
Tague  extensions  of  undefined  territory ; 
and  it  is  by  no  means  clear  that  the 
offer,  however  liberal  it  may  appear  to 
have  been  under  the  oircumatanoes  in 
which  it  was  made,  is  one  which  the 
Qovernment  could  at  all  be  disposed  to 
aooept  without  the  very  gravest  con- 
sideration, not  only  as  to  immediate, 
but  K8  to  future  consequences.  Still, 
Sir,  itwould  be  to  defeat  the  very  object 
for  which  I  rose  if  I  went  into  details  on 
this  matter.  This  loan  say — Sir  Charles 
Warren's  Expedition,  having  primarily 
established  order  on  the  boundaries,  and 
having  dispossessed  those  who,  without 
authority,  had  occupied  the  land  in  the 
Protectorate,  has  now  achieved  its  first 
purpose ;  and  acting  in  conjunction  with 
the  High  Commissioner,  and  with  Sir 
Oharles  Warren  himself,  we  look  for- 
ward, not  to  the  entire  abolition  of  this 
Force,  but  to  its  early  diminution,  and 
to  the  substitution,  as  far  as  may  be,  of 
the  force  of  Begular  soldiers  now  there, 
by  a  body  of  police,  more  suitable  for 
the  Tork  to  be  done.  This,  of  course, 
can  only  be  carried  out  gradually  and 
after  consultation  with  those  authorities 
who,  being  upon  the  spot,  are  best 
able  to  judge  of  the  special  necessitiee 
of  the  ease ;  and  I  am  not  without  hope 
that  some  of  those  who  are  in  the  Force 
— a  great  many  of  them — which  hasdone 
admirable  service,  may  be  induced  to 
form  a  part  of  this  new  Force,  thus  bring- 
ing to  the  Border  work  the  experience 
which  they  have  gained  in  the  course  of 
this  year's  Expedition.  I  do  not  think 
that  I  shall  be  guilty  of  any  indiscretion 
in  saying  I  hope  this  Force  may  be 
placed  under  the  command  of  an  officer 
who  knows  the  country  well,  and  who 
has  distinguished  himself  on  many  oc- 
casions— namely.  Colonel  Carrington. 
The  immediate  details  of  the  expendi- 
ture do  not  coma  within  my  view ;  but 
I  am  in  communication  with  one  of 
the  anthorities  of  the  War  Office,  who 
I  have  erery  reason  to  trust.    I  am  in- 
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formed  that,  so  far  as  present  know- 
ledge goes,  it  is  not  likely  that  the  Vole 
for  which  Parliament  bae  been  asked 
will  be  exceeded.  There  is,  indeed, 
every  reason  to  hops  that  the  Expedi- 
tion will  be  brought  successfully  to  an 
end  within  the  amount  Parliament  has 
voted.  Of  course,  we  do  not  lose  sight 
of  the  importance  of  reducing,  as  early 
as  possible,  the  Force  which  was  sent 
out  for  a  special  purpose.  It  is  in  no 
way  intended  to  form  that  Force  into  a 
permanent  garrison.  Wo  shall  do  all 
we  can  at  the  present,  however,  to  main- 
tain law  and  order  in  the  territory  of 
which  our  troops  are  in  occupation.  But 
as  the  Committee  are  aware,  arrange- 
ments have  to  bemade.uotonty  as  regards 
ourselves,  but  as  regards  the  Oolonies, 
and  especially  Cape  Colony.  The  na- 
ture of  the  final  arrangements  depends 
so  largely  upon  the  action  of  the  Oolonial 
Parliament,  however,  that  I  do  not  think 
I  am  in  a  position  to  make  any  definite 
announcement  at  this  moment.  I  am 
sorry  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  give  the 
Committee  at  this  moment  any  further 
information.  I  beg  to  assure  the  Com- 
mittee that  I  am  in  no  way  anxious  to 
keep  anything  back. 

Me.  EVELYN  ASHLEY  regretted 
that  the  right  faon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man would  not  be  in  a  position  to  tell 
them  before  the  Session  came  to  an  end 
what  decision  the  Government  had  come 
to  with  regard  to  the  ultimate  destina- 
tion of  the  Froteotorate — whether  it  was 
to  be  under  Imperial  or  Colonial  Go- 
vernment) still  he  was  fully  aware  of 
the  intricate  and  difficult  nature  of  the 
question.  He  was  aware  that  it  was 
difficult,  having  regard  to  the  Colonial 
complications  and  jealousies,  to  make 
any  distinct  announcement  that  evening. 
StUI,  while  it  was  true  that  they  should 
avoid  spasmodic  action  in  South  Africa, 
he  would  remind  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  that  delay  often 
created  difficulties  which  an  early  settle- 
ment might  obviate ;  and  he  thought 
this  question  of  the  destination  of  the 
Protectorate,  whether  it  was  under  Im- 
perial or  Oolonial  rule,  was  nearly  ripe 
for  settlement.  As  the  Government 
wished  to  get  the  Vote  that  night,  it 
would  be  very  wrong  of  him  if  he  ob- 
structed them  by  entering  into  a  dis- 
cussion upon  South  African  politics, 
although  he  should  like  to  do  so  under 
other  01  rcumstancee.  Hefereuce  bad  been 
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made  by  the  right  hon.  and  gallant !  tagooistic  influence?, 
Qentleman  to  the  Expedition  sunt  out    tion  to  judge  so  well   aa  Si 


by  the  late  Goverament.  Ue  ventured 
to  olaim  for  that  Expedition  a  very  large 
amount  of  success.  It  was  an  Ezpedi 
tiou  which  had  done  immense  service  t 
South  Africa ;  and  although  it  had  cost 
money,  no  blood  had  been  apilt,  and  the 
money,  he  ventured  to  say,  had  been 
well  spent.  The  late  Oovemment  owed 
their  suooeas  in  that  Expedition  greatly 
to  the  wisdom  they  showed  in  the  selec- 
tion of  Sir  Charles  Warren ;  and,  al- 
though the  hon,  Member  for  Kirkcaldy 
(Sir  George  Oampbell)  the  other  day 
said  that  Sir  Charles  Warren  was  guilty 
of  great  indiscretion,  and  was  totally 
unfit  for  the  place  he  occupied,  and  that 
his  conduct  had  aroused  a  bitter  feeling 
in  South  Africa,  he  begged,  with  all 
due  deferenoa  to  his  hon.  Friend,  to 
differ  from  bim.  There  was  no  doubt 
Sir  Charles  Warren  had  a  good  deal  of 
the  fortiter  in  re  not  always  combined 
with  the  tvaviter  in  modo ;  but  the  Q-o- 
Terameut  sent  him  out  aa  the  man  who 
would  act  furltter  in  re,  and  as  the  man 
most  likely  to  meet  with  the  favour  of 
the  people  among  whooi  he  had  to  act. 
What  they  must  remember  was  this — 
that  in  a  half- civilized  country,  such  as 
he  had  to  deal  with,  diplomacy  and  at- 
tempts at  conciliation  were  not  liked  or 
appreciated.  What  those  races  in  South 
Anica  liked  to  feel  was  that  they  had  a 
strong  man  who  was  just,  and  who 
wished  to  be  just;  but  they  did  not 
appreciate  any  attempts  at  mere  diplo- 
matic conciliation.  No  doubt,  they 
might  find  fault  with  certain  expres- 
sions he  might  have  used,  and  on  par- 
ticular occasions  he  might  have  kept 
silence  ;  but  he  had  to  contend  with  an 
element  which  was  distinctly  antagonis- 
tic to  the  work  ho  had  to  carry  forward, 
and  it  was  only  by  means  of  great  de- 
termination that  be  was  able  to  fulfil 
his  task.  The  Boer  element  in  South 
Africa,  however,  appreciwted  bis  work, 
and  no  real  ill-feeling  had  occurred  in 
consequence  of  bis  action.  He  would 
like  to  say  one  word  in  regard  to  Sir 
Hercules  Sobinson,  and  what  had  been 
said  of  the  disputes  between  him  and 
Sir  Charles  Warren.  They  must  all 
appreciate  his  services,  and  he  was, 
without  doubt,  a  most  valued  servant  of 
the  Crown.  He  might  point  out,  how- 
ever, that  Sir  Hercules  Bobinaon,  living 
in  Cape  Town,  and  surrounded  by  an- 
Jlr.  Evelyn  Athley 


Warren  could  of  the  actual  necessities 
of  the  case,  and  the  bearings  of  the 
questions  at  issue.  As  to  the  future,  he 
gathered  from  the  right  boo.  and  gal- 
lant Oentleman  that  he  was  not  hesi- 
tating about  adopting  the  Protectorate 
announced  by  the  late  Oovemment,  but 
that  he  was  hesitating  —  rightly  and 

1'ustly,  aa  he  thought— as  to  whether 
le  should  listen  to  the  claims  of  those 
who  had  asked  them  to  go  further  North 
to  the  Zambesi.  He  would  just  answer 
one  question  which  had  been  put  by  hia 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  £irkcaldy 
(Sir  George  Oampbell),  who  bad  asked 
why  the  late  Government  should  extend 
the  Protectorate,  pointing  out  in  refer- 
ence to  the  trade  route  that  the  districts 
mentioned  were  nearer  to  the  sea  East 
and  West  than  to  the  Cape  Colony  by 
the  trade  routes.  But  let  bim  inform  his 
hon.  Friend  that  the  trade  routes  in  this 
country  did  not  depend  on  the  question  • 
aa  to  whether  they  were  distant  bom  the 
sea  or  not,  but  whether  there  was  a 
supply  of  water.  Her  Majesty's  late 
Quvernment  therefore  found  that  if  they 
did  not  take  some  steps  to  extend  the 
Protectorate  of  this  country  further 
North  than  the  possesaioDs  of  Monlco- 
roane  and  Montsioa,  they  would  be  very 
much  in  the  position  of  men  who  went 
out  to  ferret  rabbits  and  did  not  watch 
the  hole.  Those  freebooters  whom  they 
bad  expelled  —  not  only  for  the  credit 
and  honour  of  England,  but  for  the 
benefit  of  the  counlry — would  merely 
have  doubled  round  and  would  kav« 
gone  to  attack  the  persons  out  of  the 
boundary;  and,  therefore,  they  were 
bound  to  extend  the  Protectorate.  The 
question  now  was,  whether  that  Protec- 
torate was  to  be  maintained  by  ns  or 
handed  over  to  the  Cape  Colony.  He 
did  not  pretend  to  say  that  the  late  Oo- 
vemment had  come  to  any  decinion  upon 
that  matter  before  they  left  OfBce ;  they 
were  waiting  for  information.  His  own 
opinion — for  what  it  was  worth,  and  for 
three  years  be  had  been  more  or  less 
constantly  studying  South  African  qnes- 
tiouB — was  that  the  Cape  Colony  was  ab- 
solutely and  totally  unfit  to  take  charge  of 
the  Protectorate.  ThereasoDsforsaying 
that  he  had  not  time  to  enlarge  upon ; 
but  if  they  wished  to  render  nugatory 
the  Protectorate  which  had  been  aooom- 
plished,  and  to  render  the  money  they  had 
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fpent  wasted,  then  they  should  hand 
over  the  Protectorate  at  onco  to  the  Cape 
Colony.  If  they  wished  to  reap  where 
they  had  lowii— if  they  wished  to  attain, 
after  the  trouhle  and  expenditure  of  the 
last  few  years,  what  he  beliered  they 
could  attain — namely,  the  coneolidatioa 
of  their  Colonial  power  and  authority  in 
South  Afiica  —  then  he  said  let  them 
make  up  their  minds  for  a  definite  term 
of  years  to  maintain  the  Froteotorate 
in  their  own  hands.  He  did  not  beliere 
that  that  would  coat  a  very  large  amount 
of  money.  In  the  initial  stages  it  might 
cost  something,  though  not  very  much ; 
hut  many  of  those  Native  Ohiefe  were 
men  of  considerable  wealth  and  power, 
and  they  would  be  willing  to  meet  the 
expenses  which  might  be  incurred.  The 
working  of  a  Protectorate  in  a  country 
of  that  sort  preserved  a  state  of  peace 
which  would  not  otherwise  exist,  and 
that  without  any  real  exercise  of  force 
on  the  part  of  the  protecting  Power.  It 
operated  to  prevent  the  Native  Chiefs 
from  being  roused  by  outsiders  to  quarrel 
among  themselves,  and  thus  let  in  the 
freebooters.  He  would  not  delay  the 
Committee  longer,  and  would  ooly  say 
that  ha  hoped  the  GFovernment  would 
liave  the  courage  to  reap  what  had  been 
■own.  It  was  impossible  to  leave  South 
Africa ;  and,  by  giving  the  Imperial 
Protectorate  for  a  definite  number  of 
years,  they  would  oonsolidate  their 
power  in  that  country. 

Mk.  BATHBONE  desired  to  say  just 
a  few  words  of  warning  as  to  the  course 
which  they  seemed  to  be  about  to  con- 
tinue in  South  Africa.  The  question  of 
South  Africa  wae  the  most  dangerous 
problem  they  had  to  deal  with  in  the 
whole  of  their  Colonial  Empire.  They 
were  constantly  finding  themaelvM  led 
on  either  from  annexation  to  annexation 
or  from  protectorate  to  protectorate;  and 
they  were,  consequently,  unable  to  do 
justice  to  themselves  in  the  responsibili- 
ties which  they  were  assuming.  If  they 
were  not  very  careful  they  would  be 
liable  to  have  hot  hts  alternating  with 
cold  fits,  and  both  followed  by  disgrace. 
South  Africa  presented  a  problem  that 
tiiey  bad  not  in  any  other  part  of  their 
Dominions.  In  most  of  their  other  Colo- 
nies or  Settlements  they  had  a  Native  j 
E[>pulation  who  disappeared  before  them; 
ut  in  South  Africa  they  had  to  deal  with 
aconquering  and  vigorous  race  of  Natives 
and  a  conqueriug  race  of  White  men, 
who  were  just  as  warlike  as  we  vere,  i 
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and  who  both  incrensed  more  rapidly 
than  we  could,  so  that  the  problem,  in- 
stead of  becoming  simpler,  was  always 
becoming  more  difficult ;  and  the  danger 
wae  that  if  they  went  on  adding  annexa- 
tion to  annexation  and  protectorate  to 
protectorate,  they  would  be  involving 
themselves  in  duties  which  they  were 
unable  to  perform.  He  did  not  wish  to 
say  more  than  that;  but  he  did  hope 
that  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man who  had  charge  of  the  Colonies 
(Colonel  Stanley)  would  look  back  at 
the  failures  and  constantly  repeated 
blunders  of  successive  Qovernments  in 
South  Africa.  He  was  certain  that  if 
be  would  look  at  the  facts  of  the  last  15 
years  he  would  see  that  the  blunders 
alike  of  Liberal  and  Conservative  Oo- 
vemments  had  always  arisen,  not  from 
the  wilful  adoption  of  fresh  responsibi- 
lity, but  from  the  attempt  to  grasp  at 
the  more  immediate  and  easy  settlement 
of  the  questions  in  dispute  without  look* 
ing  at  matters  all  round  to  see  the  dan- 
gers which  such  a  process  inevitably 
involved. 

Me.  cropper  said,  he  would  not 
detain  the  Oommittee  many  minutes. 
His  hon.  Friend  had  expressed  the  usual 
sentiments  which  always  followed  any 
fresh  annexation,  and  which  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  no  doubt 
fully  appreciated;  hut  be  had  to  deal 
with  a  peculiar  state  of  things  at  pre- 
sent. Sir  Charles  Warren's  Force  had 
been  constructed  in  the  very  beet  way 
for  governing  the  races  with  which  it 
was  to  deal ;  and  he  trusted  that  they 
would  hear  from  the  right  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Qentleman  that  the  Government 
was  prepared  to  carry  out  the  spirit  of 
the  undertaking  which  was  entered  into 
a  year  ago  by  Ute  Liberal  Government. 
He  trusted  also  that  they  would  not  dis- 
solve the  armed  Force  that  had  been 
sent  out,  but  would  be  able  to  constitute  . 
from  it  at  a  reasonable  cost  a  Police 
Force  which  would  maintain  order  in  the 
portion  of  South  Africa  which  had  been 
recently  taken  under  their  protection, 
id  which  they  could  not  give  up.  They 
3re  morally  bound  to  protect  that  part 
of  Africa  from  the  incursions  of  its  cruel 
neighbours.  Anyone  who  had  read  the 
Blue  Book  would  see  that  the  differences 
which  bad  occurred,  and  which  bad  been 
alluded  to,  between  Sir  Charles  Warren 
and  Sir  Hercules  Robinson,  were  not  of 
such  a  nature  to  reflect  discredit  on  either 
of  them,  and  practically  occurred  owing 
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to  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  position  to  hut,  at  the  sims  timo,  he  thoujbt  they 
which  Sir  Charles  Warrea  nas  ap-  '  should  have  heard  something  a  little 
pointed.  He  was  bound  to  say  that,  if  more  definite.  There  were  two  dia- 
metrically opposite  polidee  open  to  them 
Iq  South  Africa — the  policy  of  prudenc* 
and  the  policy  of  exteDsioa.  For  his 
part,  ha  had  hoped  that  they  had  done 
with  the  policy  of  extension,  which  had 
cost  eo  many  millioDS  of  money,  and 
such  a  vast  quantity  of  blood.  Surely 
they  should  remember  the  enormona  re- 
sponsibilities this  country  had  already 
undertaken.  He  confessed  that  ho  felt 
more  anxious  on  the  subject  in  conse- 
quence of  the  able  speech  recently  de- 
livered by  the  right  hon.  Uentleman  the 
Member  for  Bradford(Mr.'W.E.For8teT) 
ia  which  he  advocated  still  more  inter- 
ference in  South  African  affairs.  For  bis 
part,  be  hoped  that  would  not  be  done. 
The  arguments  now  put  forward  might 
be  used  to  urge  turther  and  further  an- 
nexations. The  right  bon.  Gentleman 
expressed  his  opinion  that  if  they  did 
not  go  further  they  would  inevitably 
lose  tho  Cape  Colony  altogether.  On 
the  contrary,  he  thought  that  their  in- 
terference in  those  matters  was  tending 
to  alienate  the  Colonists,  and  that  the 
more  they  avoided  those  complications 
the  more  surely  they  would  retain  the 
loyalty  and  good  feeling  of  the  Cape. 
He  regretted  the  aseumptioD  of  a  Pro- 
tectorate over  Bechuanaland;  it  seemed 
a  repetition  of  their  action  in  the  matter 
of  the  Transvaal ;  but,  at  any  rate,  he 
hoped  that  the  present  Qovernment  oon- 
curred  in  the  policy  of  their  Fredeceeson 
— namely,  that — 

"  Hsr   Majaity'*  UoTsmmeDt  continned  to 
coniider  it   dpiinble  to   brioe   Bechuuuluid 
and  Knlahari  undsr  tho  control  of  tba  Cnlony 
u  sooa  u  possible,  due  proruian  being  inwle 
for  NatiTt!  interesta,  sad  that  PulUmeot  hM 
advanced  a  railnay  loan  in  cooGdenoa  that  no 
minoT  difffireLcei  could  make  the  Colony  heaitata 
to  accept  Kit  Charlet  Warren's  unutgemeota." 
The  reply  of  the  Cape  Ministers  was  fisr 
assuring.  They  declined  to  com- 
naelvei,  and  appeared  Tory  re- 
luctant to  take  over  the  country.     Nor 
i!d  they  wonder  that  the  Cape  o£- 


why  Sir  Charles  Warren  should  not  con- 
tinue to  be  a  vary  effective  officer,  who, 
no  doubt,  would  in  a  short  time  regain 
the  good  opinion  of  his  superior  at  the 
Cape.  He  thought  that  if  they  were  to 
retain  that  country  in  any  degree,  it 
must  be  retained  under  their  own  pro- 
tection, and  that  might,  he  trusted,  he 
done  at  a  comparatively  small  cost.  It 
was  interesting  to  learn  that  Sir  Her- 
cules Bobinson  himself  thought  that 
200  mounted  police  would  be  sufficient 
to  maintain  order.  That  might  be 
too  small  a  fores  to  do  the  work; 
still,  it  was  Sir  Hercules  Bobin- 
Bon's  opinion.  It  was  interesting, 
also,  to  find  that  Sir  Charles  Warren 
thought  that  if  only  the  importation  of 
ardent  spirits  could  be  kept  out  of  the 
country  he  would  be  able  to  obtain  from 
the  Natives  a  large  contribution  towards 
the  expenses  of  Government.  One  word 
more  with  regard  to  their  opponents 
there.  In  a  letter  which  he  wrote  on 
April  7  Sir  Charles  Warren  stated  that 
there  were  numbers  of  the  marauders,  both 
Boers  and  English,  hanging  about  in  the 
neighbourhood,  only  waiting  until  the 
troops  left  to  recommence  their  maraud- 
ing. Well,  he  hoped  that  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  would  remem- 
ber that,  and  that  England  would  not 
^ain  be  disgraced  in  the  face  of  the 
world  by  a  vacillating  policy ;  for  no 
Qovemment  was  so  bad,  so  cruel,  or  so 
injurious  to  any  nation  which  it  came 
across,  as  the  Government  of  a  Chris- 
tian, a  civilized,  and  a  strong  Power, 
which  was  at  one  time  influenced  by  a 
hot  fit  and  at  another  by  a  cold  fit  in  its 
Colonial  policy,  which  was  weak  to-day 
and  strong  to-morrow,  and,  by  its 
tyranny  and  vacillation  combined,  ex-  j  j^"^ 
hibited  its  incompetency  for  B*'""'- ;  jnjt  th 
ment.  He  trusted  the  Government  now 
in  power,  whether  they  held  the  reins 

otOffic.  for  a  tag  or  a  .ton  period,  i,,,,  ,^^,;|j  ^^  „i„6,„i  „  t^  „„ 
woald .how  that  iLey  h.d  .om«  .p,r.c,..  |  B.cbn.nalaad.  Bit  Hanulo.  Bobia«n. 
tiooof.hattadb..ii,alru.lrftolli«m,  i^y  l,,^^  „„  ,^,  j,^  of  March  that 
and  would  «»ii.r  op  l.lor  when  the  hour  .^^  ^  ^^^^  .  ,,,  ^^  ^^^  t<,  b.  «id 
oama,  hand  thejo  intere.t.  back  in  the  .^  ,,;^^^  „,  ,  PrJtKlorat.- 
samo  state  in  which  they  received  them.  | 

Sm  JOHN  LUBBOCK  quite  under-  !^'"^t\*'«<'**''y"°/,'J«~2""'"7«'??y' 
1     J   iL   .   .V       _  I  l:i    i„  i„  L„„_  I  thoBntiih  taipaTOr»£im,0(H)»i»onH>,  while 

Stood  that  they  were  not  likely  to  hear  ,  ^^  ^^^^  Ei Aiii'i  ""i-"  i"  ">•  ^^i^- 
any  very  startling  announcement  from  ud  thereafter  not  lea  than  £2M,000  per 
the  right  hoB.  and  gallant  OsaUefflan;  anoam." 

Mr.Croppa-  i  .CoO^^lc 
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He  mast  confesB  that  he  deeply  resetted 
B  policy  vhich  would  cost  them  £250,000 
a-year,  varied  by  probably  a  war  with 
the  Boers  every  four  or  five  years.  If 
anything  could  lose  them  their  Oape 
Colony  he  believed  that  would  do  so,  as 
it  oould  not  but  create  very  angry  feel- 
ings between  their  Sepresentatives  and 
the  Dutch  population.  The  right  hon. 
llember  for  Bradford  had  expressed  the 
opinion  that  it  would  be,  on  the  whole, 
better  if  the  Cape  Colony  did  not  take 
over  Bechuanaland.  His  right  hon. 
Friend  spoke  with  great  weight,  and  it 
was  with  extreme  diffidence  that  he 
tured  to  express  an  opposite  opii 
They  must  remember,  however,  that  the 
reBponsibilities  of  the  country  were  al- 
ready enormona,  and  they  ought  not  to 
be  extended  without  very  strong  reasons. 
Did  any  such  reason  exist  ?  In  the 
first  place,  whatever  might  be  the  case 
aa  regarded  Mankoroane,  there  was  not 
a  shadow  of  responsibility  on  their  part 
towards  the  Chiefs  further  North.  But 
even  as  regarded  Mankoroane  he  was  not 
prepared  to  admit  any  liability  on  oar 
part.  Sir  Hercules  Itobinson  gave  the 
following  summary  of  the  events  which 
led  to  the  recent  troubles  : — 

"  In  the  early  part  of  November,  1881,  Man' 
koroaDe.  awist«d  by  afew  WhiteYolaatecri,  at- 
tackad  Maasouw,  captured  loms  cattle,  l)umt  a 
Tillage,  and  retreated  to  Taun)^.  his  head  ata- 
tioD.  Both  aides  then  enlisted  White  Vol un  tears. 
MMeoow'sVoIaoteBrs  greatly  outnumbered  tboae 
obtained  by  AIonkoroKiia,  and  after  a  year' 
fighting,  in  which  Massonw  was  victorious,  i 
peaea  agreement  was  signed,  by  which  a  large 
tnet  of  country  belonging  to  the  two  Chi^g 
was  gisated  to  the  White  Tolunteers  on  both 

Hankoroane,  therefore,  appeared  to  have 
been  the  aggressor.  Asregardedtheset- 
tlement,  there  might  bssomedonbt  whe- 
ther the  Chiefs  had  not  exceeded  their 
power*  ;  but  even  if  we  set  everything 
right  Sir  Charles  Warren  himself  ad- 
mitted that  matters  would  soon  go 
wrong  again.  The  whole  qnestion  was 
full  of  difficulty.  They  had,  on  the 
one  hand,  an  energetic  and  warlike 
population  thirsting  for  more  land,  and, 
on  the  other,  a  number  of  Native  Cbiefa 
belonging  to  different  races,  and  often 
qnarrelling  among  themselves.  If 
they  set  themselves  to  act  the  part  of 
police  throughout  South  Africa  they 
were  undertaking  a  Herculean  task,  and 
one  which  would  severely  task  all  the 
resources  of  the  Empire.  Moreover,  Sir 
Charles  Warren  seemed  to  be  taking  no 
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nteps  whatever  to  raise  any  revenue  in 
Bechuanaland.  When  he  was  asked  by 
Sir  Hercules  Ilobineon  on  the  subject 
he  seemed  quite  surprised.  He  emdoa 
the  2nd  of  April— 

"  Tou  refer  to  your  not  having  yet  recnved 
an  estimate  of  rerenue  for  the  year ;  I  can  find 
no  record  of  revenue  having  Iwen  mentioned 
before.  My  inatmctions  cootain  no  mention  as 
to  raising  revenue.  From  whom  do  y 
pose  that  I  should  obtain  the  n 


-V?" 


It  was  very  ominous  that  Sir  Hercules 
Bobinaon  evidently  doubted  whether 
Sir  Charles  Warren  was  really  endea- 
vouring to  carry  out  the  views  of  the 
Home  Qovemment.  Writing  to  Sir 
Charles  Warren,  he  said — 
"  Your  coDoluding  observations  appear  tc 


and  your  nnwillingness  to  assist  in  furthering 

Sir  Hercules  Bobinson  appeared  to  have 
acted  with  great  tact  and  judgment.  It 
was  very  unfortunate  that  such  serious 
differences  shoold  have  arisen  between 
him  and  Sir  Charles  Warren ;  but  it  was 
even  more  serious  that  Sir  Charles 
Warren's  relations  should  be  so  strained 
not  only  with  the  Transvaal,  but  also 
with  our  own  Colony.  He  observed 
with  regret  that  Sir  Charles  Warren 
accused  the  Cape  Ministers  of  being — 

"  In  sympathy  with  the  filibusters,  that  th»y 
favour  the  Eevolntionists,  and  refuse  assist- 
ance to  those  who  ask  for  peace  and  order." 


"  In  view  of  the  imputationa  oast  upon  the 
inhabitants  of  this  Colony  and  upon  Ministers 
by  Sir  Charles  Wanen,  they  declined  to  attach 
any  weight   to   the   represantationt   of   that 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Bradford  deprecated  any  action 
which  could  possibly  tend  to  alienate 
the  Cape;  but  surely  the esistence of  such 
relations  between  our  own  Colonial  Go- 
vernment and  our  Commissioner  was 
likely  to  weaken  the  connection  between 
the  Colony  and  the  Mother  Country, 
While  such  a  feeling  existed,  any  satis- 
factory arrangement  must  be  very  im- 
probable. Her  Majesty's  late  Qovern- 
ment  appeared  to  nave  been  still  in 
favour  of  the  annexation  of  Becbuana- 
land  to  the  Cape  Colony.  In  the  closing 
sentences  of  the  Blue  Book  they  said — 
■ '  Her  Majesty's  Oovemment  have  no  inten- 
tion of  creating  a  Crown  Colony  io  BeahaMia- 
Isnd ;  continue  to  wish  that  Cape  Colony  should, . 

ogle 
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hU  right  hon.  and  {call Ant  Friend,  they 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  asking  for 
it  on  the  Report. 

Mb.  COUETNET,  upon  that  Rnggw- 
tioD,  conaidered  th«T  should  be  told  whan 
the  Beport  would  be  taken.  If  it  vu 
to  be  taken  at  a  reasonable  honr,  he  saw 
no  reason  why  the  Tote  should  not  be 
allowed  to  pass. 

The  chancellor  ofthb  EXOHE- 
QUER :  We  will  take  it  at  as  early  an 
hour  as  possible. 

Vote  agr»td  to. 


if  willing  to  do  so,  as.iDizio  miiii.ig^TQeDt  of  Pro- 
tectorata  without  delay.  They,  thatatore,  re- 
quest you  to  obtaiD  infoTmatinD  whether,  and 
under  what  arrangement,  the  Colonial  Govern- 
ment will  now  propoie  to  Parliament  annexHtion 
of  so  much  territory  as  it  considers  it  desirable 
to  include  in  Colony,  oud  pTot«ctioD  of  renuuDder 
of  Protoctonite." 

He  trusted  that  tbo  present  Qorernment 
intended  to  act  on  the  same  policy.  The 
qunstiou  was  one  of  great  difficulty,  and 
could  only  be  solved  satis  fad  orily  if 
their  Representatives  acted  cordially  to- 
gether, and  as  far  as  possible  in  sym- 
pathy with  their  Colonial  fellow-iub- 
jects.  He  was  glad  to  see  that  Sir 
Hercules  Robinson  was  on  friendly 
terms  with  the  Cape  Govemment.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  was  most  unfortanate 
that  the  relations  between  Sir  Charles 
Warren  and  the  Cape  Colony  were  far 
from  friendly.  In  the  meantime,  while 
they  were  unable  to  meet  their  expendi- 
ture at  home,  and  were  compelled  to 
borrow  £4,000,000,  they  were  spending 
hundreds  of  thousands  in  this  remote 
region  for  no  definite  object  or  purpose. 
He  trusted  that  the  Government  would 
be  able  to  say  that  the  relations  between 
Sir  Hercules  Robinson  and  Sir  Charles 
Warren  were  more  harmonious ;  to  give 
soma  assurance  that  steps  were  being 
taken  to  put  an  end  to  the  large  expen- 
diture of  which  the  British  taxpayer  had 
great  reason  to  complain,  and  the  ad- 
vantage of  which  to  the  Native  tribes 
was,  after  all,  very  doubtf^il ;  and  last, 
but  not  least,  that  they  would  not,  with- 
out most  careful  consideration,  commit 
UB  to  any  further  reeponaibilitiea  in 
South  Africa. 

Ma.  LYULPH  STANLEY  aaid,  he 
thought  they  were  entitled  to  have  some 
definite  statement  from  the  Government 
on  this  question.  Although  it  was  late  | 
in  the  Session,  and  they  were  all  anxious  | 
to  see  their  way  to  leave  Westminster  [ 
for  a  time,  this  was  a  very  much  more  [ 
important  matter  than  holiday  making. , 
If  the  Government  were  not  prepared  to  ' 
give  the  explanation  he  would  move  to 
report  Progress.  ! 

ThbCHANCELLORofthbEXCHE-  ' 
QTJEB  said,  \»  hoped  the  hon.  Uember ' 
would  not  persevere  in  his  Motion.  It 
was  on  account  of  the  importance  of  this  : 
matter  that  his  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  was  not  able  to  make  a  more 
definite  statement.  If  hon.  Members  , 
were  anxious  for  further  information,  ! 
and  thought  it  conld  properly  be  given  ' 
after  they  had  considered  the  remarks  of  j 
Sir  John  ZMock 


REVENUE  DEPAItTlIENTS. 


civil  sesvice  estimates. 

Class  L — Pubuc  Wobkb  and 

Blildimos. 


Sir  WILI-EID  LAWSON:  When 
shall  we  have  an  opportunity  oi  dis- 
cussing this  Vote  ?  

The  CH  AXCELLOR  ofthe  EXCHE- 
QUER :  On  Report. 

Sia  WILFRID  LAWSON:  When? 

The  CH  ANCELLORof  the  EXCHE- 
QDEE:  To-n 


Resolutions  to  be  reported  To-morroie. 

NAVY  AUD  AEUT  EXPENDITUBE, 

1SS3-4. 
Centidered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
1.  Sttelnd,  Thftt  it  appears  by  tha  Navy  Ap- 
propriatioD  Account  lor  the  year  ended  the  31>t 
Much  1884,  aa  foUowa,  rix.  :— 

(a.)  That  the  rtom  expenditure  for  certain 
Navy  Serrices  exceeded  the  estimate  of 
such  expenditure  by  a  total  aum  ot 
£U2,114  ISi.  9d.,  aa  shown  in  CoIddui 
No.  1  of  the  Schedule  hereto  appended; 
while  the  gcoss  expenditure  fsi  other 
Nrtj  Services  fell  short  of  the  eatimak 
of  Biich  expenditure  by  a  total  biud  of 
£242,639  6i.  lO.'.,  as  shown  in  ColnmD 
No.  2  of  the  said  appended  Schedols,  to 
that  the  grosa  nctual  expenditure  tor  the 
whole  of  the  Navy  8emces  fell  Nhort  of 
the  ftross  estimated  expenditure  by  the 
net  sum  of  £100,624  13>.  \d. ; 
(b.)  That  the  receipts  in  aid  of  certain 
Nnvy  ServicDs  fell  short  ot  the  estimate 
of  such  receipts  by  a  total  anni  of 
£S,e31  \Zt.,  as  shown  in  Colomn  Ko.  3 
of  the  said  appended  Schedule;  whils 
the  receipts  in  aid  of  other  Navy  Ber- 
nc«s  exceeded  the  eetinwte  of  sacb  i«- 
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ceipts  br  a  toUl  sum  of  £40,362  ISt.  6d., 
>■  shovn  ia  Column  No.  4  of  Che  said 
appended  Schedule ;  ao  that  the  total 
actual  receipts  in  aid  of  the  Graatl  for 
Nary  Serncfis  eiceeded  tlie  total  usti- 
matad  receipt!  hj  the  aet  aum  of 
£40,381  6:  «<l.  i 
(e.)  That  the  raulting  diffsTencei  betireen 
the  Eicheqaer  Oranta  for  the  Havjr  Ser- 
■  and  the  net  expenditure  art  aa  tol- 


d. 


Total  Surplnaee  ._  260,608  13 

Total  Deflcita 109,702  1*    a 

2.  BMOlted,  That  the  CommistioneT*  of  Her 
Hiyeatj'a  Tntmtj   have  tsmpoiarily  autbo- 


lised  the  application,  in  reduction  of  the  net 
charge  on  Exchequer  Qrants  for  certain  Navy 
ServicBS,  of  the  whole  of  the  sums  received  in 
Bioeas  of  the  estimated  Appropriatioae  in  Aid, 
in  reapdct  of  the  Bams  SeTviceg  (gubject  to  the 
EubKquent  eurrEnder  out  of  Exchequer  Qrontl 
for  Navy  Service!  of  the  before-recited  net  lam 
of  £40,3S1  6(.  e^.,  by  which  the  tot^  of  such 
recaipti  excaeded  the  eatimate) ;  and  have  alao 
temporarily  authoriaed  the  application  of  ao 
muoh  of  the  said  total  surplusea  on  certaio 
Oranta  for  Navy  Services  as  is  neceuary  to 
cover  the  said  total  daScita  on  other  Granta  for 
Navy  Services . 

3.  Jtttalmd,   That  the   application  of   such 
sums  be  aanctioned. 


80HEDULE. 

Navy   Servieei,  1883-4, 

Gross  Gipsndittire. 

Knmberof 

Excesses  of 

Deficiencies 

SurplDses 

Vote. 

Votea. 

Actual  over 

Estimated 

of  Actual  as 

of  Actual  aa 

Estimated 

over  Actual 

comprd.  with 

comprd.  with 

Gross 

Gross 

Estimated 

Eslimat«d 

1. 

2. 

Bec«apta. 
3. 

Hoeeipts. 
4. 

£       $.    d 

£      ,.    d. 

£    >.    <f. 

£     *.    d. 

1 

Wages,   &a.   to   Seamen 

and  Marines 

34,310  IS    6 

W,*e4  16  U 

3 

Victnal.    and    Clothing 

for  ditto      .. 

20,964    8    4 

7,624  15    3 

3 
4 

Admiralty  Office 

Coaat  Guard  Service  and 

2,813    0    7 

718  19    4 

Naval  Raservea,  lea... 

7,fi37    3    2 

90    2    8 

6 

Scientific  Branch 

4,707  13  11 

1,787  IB    t 

« 

Dockyards    sod    Naval 
Tarda   at  Home    and 

Abroad       .. 

si.:o4  17  n 

376  U    S 

7 

Victualling:  Tarda,  4c... 
Uedical  Establishments, 

2,540 'iS^    3 

67i'  0  11 

8 

*c. 

2,797     2   10 

40  19  11 

B 

4fi4'l7    9 

27    8    0 

fSec.  !  . . 

Naval  Btorea  . . 

40,S«6  IS     E 

., 

6,331  19  11 

lO-jSeo.  2  .. 

by  Contract,  fto. 

Ii7,8»9  16   2 

_^ 

1    0 

U 

New  Works,  Buildings, 

Yard  Machinery,  Ac. 

9,956    0    6 

476    4    7 

12 

Hedicinee  and    Uedical 

Stores 

349    S    6 

3,581  18  10 

13 

Martial  Uw,  &c. 

967    5     6 

7  16  10 

14 

4,842  11  10 

1,088    2     1 

Ifi 

Batf  Pay,  &c. 

648' 12    9 

78'  8    4 

Sec.  1  .. 

Uititary    Penaiona   and 

>»    Sec.  2.. 

6,786    0    1 

291   15    3 

Civil  Peoiioos  and  Al- 

Waoces     .. 

S4B    1     8 

22     1     3 

17 

Army  Department— Con- 

veyance of  Troops    . . 

34,643  13    9 

25,409    8    S 

Amount  written   off  ae 

irrecoverable 

1,024  IS    3 

143,114  13    9 

243,639    6  10 

8,081  13    0 

49,363  18  6 

Net  Sorplos,  £100,624  13     I     Net  Surplus,  £40,381     5    6 


Total  sum  to  be  suirendered  to  the  Ezchaquer 


£140,905  18    7 


>y  Google 
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*.  Raottei,  That  it  appear*  by  the  Army  Ap- 
DTopriatioD  Accouat  for  the  year  ended  31st 
Mtrcb  1S84,  and  the  Btatement  appaoded  there- 
to, as  toUowB.  viz  :— 

(a.)  That  the  erou  expenditure  for  certain 
Army  Servicee  eic«eded  the  eatimate  of 
inch  expenditure  hy  a  total  sum  of 
£26,S27  ia>,  u  ihown  in  Columa  Ko._  1 
of  tjie  Schedule  hereto  appended ;  while 
the  f^Tou  expenditure  for  other  Annj 
Servicee  fell  ahort  of  the  Estimate  of 
such  expenditum  by  a  total  sum  of 
£291,924  9).  10^.  aa  showii  in  Column 
No.  2  of  the  same  appended  Schedule; 
•0  that  the  gross  actual  expenditure  for 
the  whole  of  the  Army  Serricei  fell  short 
of  the  gross  estimated  expenditure  by  the 
net  sum  of  £264,996  14j.  IM. 
(b.)  That  the  receipts  in  aid  of  cartun 
Array  Serrieaa  fell  short  <A  t)i«  «etimitl« 
of  such  receipts  by  a  total  sum  of 
£143,677  2*.  Zd.  as  shown  in  Column 
No.  3  of  the  said  appended  Schedule ; 
while  the  receipta  in  aid  of  other  Army 
Services  exceeded  tba  eatimate  of  such 
receipU  by  a  total  sum  of  £63,642  8i.  Zd. 


as  shown  in  Column  No.  4  of  tbe  nid 
appeoded  Schedule;  so  that  the  total 
actual  receipts  in  aid  of  the  Grants  for 
Army  Services  fell  abort  of  the  total 
estimated  receipts  by  the  net  •om  of 
£«l,234  I4s. ; 
(c.)  That  the  resulting  differences  between 
Uta  Exchequer  Grants  for  Army  Sarrices 
and  the  net  expenditure  are  as  follows, 

£         :    i. 
Total  Surplnae*  ...  258,396    0    6 
TotalDeficita 73,63S  19    8 

C.  Rtnleid,  That  the  Commissioners  of  Her 
Majesty's  Treasury  have  temporarily  aathu- 
rised  the  application,  in  reduction  of  the  net 
cbarKe  on  Exchequer  Qranta  tor  certain  Armjr 
Semcsa,  of  the  sums  recdved  ia  excees  of  the 
estimated  appropriations  in  aid,  in  respect  of 
the  same  Services,  and  have  also  temporarily 
authorised  the  application  of  so  much  of  the 
said  total  surpluses  on  oertain  Grants  for  Army 
Services  as  ia  necessary  to  cover  the  said  total 
deficits  on  other  Grants  for  Army  Servicee. 

6.  Raolvd,  That  the  application  of  snch 
sum*  bs  sanotioned. 


SCHEDULE. 

Army    Serrioas,   18S3  -  4 
Votes. 

Gross  Expenditure. 

Appropriate 

on*  in  Aid. 

No. 
of 

Excesses  of 

Actual  over 

Surpluses  of 

AotuBlai 

Sarplnaetof 
Actual  as 

Tote. 

h.stimated 
Gross 

over  Actual 
Grou 

Estim«ted 

Expenditure. 
1. 

Expenditure. 
2. 

Beceipt*. 
3. 

Beoeipto. 

4. 

£       1.    d. 

£      1.    d. 

£       1.     4. 

£      (.      4. 

I 

Pay  of  the  Qeneml  SIaIT, 
ftegimental  Pay,  Ac    .. 

4,778  13    fi 

16,490  14  U 

3 

Divine  Service  .. 

1,040  It  10 

1  10    9 

3 

Law , 

£98    6    3 

170  13  10 

4 

UedicalEstaUishmaDtand 

Services 

1,335    B    7 

710    1    3 

6 
S 

Militia   Paj'    and   Allow- 
ances 
Yeomanry    Cavalry    Fay 

4,814    S     1 

2.515    8    1 

31S    S    T 

14    9    2 

7 

Volunteer  Corps  Pay  and 

Allowance*     .. 

5,736  15  11 

247  13  10 

Army  Rewrre  Force  Pay 

and  AUowanees,  ftc     .. 

31,596  19    3 

4,0H  18    4 

9 

Commissariat,    Transport, 

and  Ordnance  Store  Es- 

UbU*bmenta  .. 

7,179    7    7 

713    0-  3 

10 

Transport,     and    oth«r 

Services 

10«,S09  17   4 

36,877    •    1 

11 

Service*,  and  Supplies.. 

81,569    4    4 

74,094     1    5 

13 

ftepair  of   Warlike  and 

other  Stores   .. 

16,333  13  to 

63,711    5    1 

13 

Snperintanding  EsUblish- 
^te  of  and  Expendi- 
ture for  Worhi,  Build- 

ing*,   and    Eepaii*    a 

Home  and  Abroad 
Carried  fonrard 

16,073  If    4 

1,I30    9    0 

11,911  10    B 

264,253  14  8 

141,835    I    S 

H,«86  11    5 

iVi/iD  Worlii  {Jui.t29,  1885} 

SCHEDULE— «»itftiMrf. 


Amv   Serrieei.    lBgS-4 
Votes. 

GroM  Expenditure. 

ona  in  Aid. 

No. 

ExceoHaof 

Surplnsee    o 

Surpluisa  of 

of 

Actual  over 

Patimattid 

Actual  as 

A^udu 

Vota. 

Eatimated 

OTSr  Actual 

Grosa 

Groaa 

Eatimated 

1. 

2. 

Receipt*. 
3. 

Receipt.. 
4. 

£       ,.    d 

£      $.    d 

£        t.     d 

£      ..     rf. 

ErtabliSimMitsfor  Military 

13,913  10    8 

2S4,2fi3  14  6 

143,82fi     8    8 

fi6,6S8  IS    6 

14 

Education      .. 

4,T3S  12    6 

36     fi     4 

16 

UiBcollaneoiu       EffecdTe 

ServicM 

1.392    2    S 

3,246  IS    0 

IS 

Charg«*  of  the  WarOffice 

25S  19    3 

12  IS  10 

17 

Sarriceis&c 

S72  1  n 

276    1  10 

18 

Hall  Pay 
Retired  Pay.  &c. 

7,767'  2    7 

19 

1,386  10    8 

2,S83    9     0 

30 

Widows'  PoMioiu 

S,B06  IS    e 

140    9    6 

31 

PenrioMforWoandi       .. 
ChelKa  and    Kilmainham 

1,670     I     6 

22 

In-Peiu)oiis 

262  13    0 

16     8     3 

S3 

Ont-Pentioiu 

7,976    6    2 

268    9    t 

2t 

ancM 

S,8S2    e    4 

327  12    7 

26 

MUiUa,  Tooroanry  Cavalry, 
and  TolnntMff   Forces, 
HetirwlPay.. 

Balances  iirecoTer- 
ablo     .. 

288  16    S 
4.996    S    El 

26,927  IG    0 

291,921    910 

143,877    a    3 

B3,8*a    8    3 

Net  Sarpltia,  £264,996  14  10      Net  Deficit,  £30,234  U    0 


Sum  tol>e  nuTendered  to  the  ExcheqasT 
BeK>luti<mB  to  be  reported  TfMMrr*w. 


£184,763    0  10 


V^Ta  A5D  KBAHS. 
Cmuiitnd  in  Committee. 

(In  t^e  CommitfM.) 
S—«lfd,  That,  towarda  making  good  the 
Sopply  granted  to  Her  Majesty  for  the  serrice 
of  the  year  (Dding  on  tha  3lBt  day  o(  March 
1886,  the  anm  of  £46,361,227,  be  granted  out  of 
the  ConMlidated  Fnnd  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
Beaolntion  to  be  reported  Ta-tnomw. 

aXCKBIABT  FOB  BCOTLANn   [ULABISs]. 
Older  (or  Bepoit  thereupon  read. 
Beeolntion  rt-eetnmittii ;  ton$idtrtd  in  Com- 

(Tn  the  Committee.) 

£iMoltti,  That  it  is  expedient  to  authoriae  the 

payment,  ont  ef  monevs  to  be  provided  by  ^r- 


liameut,  of  the  salary  .of  a  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land, and  of  acy  officials  who  may  be  appointed 
under  the  proviiioas  of  any  Act  of  the  present 
SeaaioD  for  appointing  a  Betoelarpr  (or  S«>tiand, 
and  of  any  oCGce  expenses  which  may  be  in- 
curred thereby. 
Resolution  to  be  reported  Te-mcma. 

MOTION'S. 


PUBIIO  UTOHKB  LOANS  BILL. 
BeeoIutioDi  C28th  July]  repwtti,  and  agmi 
to :— Bill  oritred  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  Hihiit 
HoixiXD  and  Mr.  Dalrtutli. 


tmtrvttion  to  the  gentlemen    appointed  to 
bring  in  the  Bill,  That  the^  do  make  proTiiioa 


glc 


Bill  prmnliJ.  and  raad  tliB  flnt  time.  [Bill  2Si.] 
XABT  INIIU,    AKHT    PENSIONa  DEPIOIEHOX 

On  Uation  of  Sir  Hehbt  Hollakti,  Bill  to 
proTid*  for  ths  diaoharge  of  the  Ii«biUtj  of  the 
Coiuolidated  Fund  in  reipaot  of  certain  Indiui 
Army  Fenrioni,  erdtrtd  to  ba  brought  in  bj  Sir 
Hehbt  Holland  end  Oolonel  Walbond. 
Billjir«nie«f,  and  nsd  the  first  time,  [Bill  23S.] 

ADJOPBNMENT. 

Motion  mtAe,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." — 
{Sir  Htnry  Holland.) 

Mb.  H.  H.  FOWLilB  desired  to  ask 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Iizchequer  a  ques- 
tion as  to  the  prospects  for  to-moirow. 
Would  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  allow 
the  Criminal  Law  Amendment  Bill  to 
come  before  the  Telegraph  Bill  ?  The 
Criminal  Law  Amendment  Bill  was  of 
the  greatest  possible  interest,  and  he 
Tentured  to  hope  the  right  hon.  Qentle- 
man would  allow  it  to  be  taken  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  sexton  asked  whether  the 
Eeport  of  Supply  would  be  takes  first 
thing? 

The  CHANCELLOE  of  thb  EXCHE- 
QUER (Sir  Michael  Hiczs^Beach),  in 
replT,  said,  that  the  Beport  of  Supply 
would  be  taken  as  the  first  Order  to- 
morrow, as  some  hon.  Members  had  post- 
poned their  remarks  that  afternoon  in 
order  to  make  them  on  Beport.  He  was 
afraid  that  the  Tel^rr«ph  Bill  would 
also  have  to  come  on  before  the  Crimi- 
nal Law  Amendment  Bill,  because  he 
was  under  an  engagement  with  regard 
to  it — unless  thnre  was  a  general  feeling 
in  the  House  to  the  contrary  to-morrow. 

Mb.  H.  H.  rOWLEH  thought  that 
there  would  be  a  very  general  feeling;  in 
the  House  to-morrow,  notwithstanding 
the  ezpreasionB  of  dissent  he  heard  from 
several  Members.  The  Criminal  Law 
Amendment  Bill  would  take  at  least  two 
sights  in  Committee.  He  was  quite  sure 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Beading  (Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre)  wonld 
be  glad  to  fall  in  with  any  arrangement 
with  regard  to  the  Telegraph  Bill.  He 
might  suggest  that  if  substantial  pro- 
pesBWas  made  with  the  Telegraph  Bill, 
it  could  be  postponed  at  a  reasonable 
hour  to  allow  the  Criminal  Law  Amend- 
ment Bill  to  be  taken. 


{LOBDS}      Ahatmtnt  {MOnpeUi)  Bin.    47S 

Thk  OHANCELLOBoFrHBEXCHE- 
QUER  said,  it  might  be  possible. 

Me.  RAMSAY:  Would  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  etato  when  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  Bill  will  be  taken  ? 

[No  reply.] 

It  being  Six  of  the  clock  the  House 
stood  adjourned  till  To-n 


HOTTSE    OF    LOBDS. 
Tkurtday,  ZOth  July,  1B8S. 


MINUTES,]— Tbo*  Iht  Oathjn  lU  Firtt  Tim* 
—The  Lord  Bishop  of  Truro. 

Selbct  Cohhitteb— ^'/iiA  Stpart—OKea  of  tlie 
Clerli  of  the  ParliameDts  and  OfEoe  at  th» 
Qentlemfui  XJ*her  of  the  BUok  Bod. 

Pdblio  BiLLi— Pi»(  Rtadinf  —  CDltomi  and 
Inland  Revenue  (No.  3)'  (2!0) ;  Lunacy 
Acts  Amsndment  *  1221] ;  Hetropolitui 
Police  Staff  Superannuation  ■  (323) ;  Patent 
Law  Amendment*  (333). 

SteiMd  SMdi'v— Pnblie  Bealth  fSooUand]  Pro- 
Tiiional  Order  (No.  2)*  (ItS);  Smoke 
Nuisance  Abatement  (50) ;  Copyhold  En- 
franchisement (18S).  nfmlivti :  Flnrali- 
ties  (213;  ;  Poor  Lav  XJnioM'  OfBoen 
(Ireland)  (314)  -.  UetiopoUlan  Board  of 
Works  (Money)  •  (409*. 

CdnMiif fst— Sorldom  ol  Mar  Kestitution  (917). 

Commilltf — Stporl — Medical  Relief  Diagualifl- 
oation  Removal  (307);  Bankruptcy  (Offios 
Accommodation) "  (191). 

Stport  —  Puliamentory  Eledioai  (Corrupt 
Practices)  ■  (Sit)}. 

Third  S-dinf  —  Post  Office  Sites*  (ISl); 
PabUe  Health  (Uemben  and  OlBcen)* 
(194),  Viiptud. 

SMOKE  NUISANCE  ABATEMENT 

(METROPOLIS)  BILL.— (Na.  M.} 

{Tk,  Ldri  StraiMm  mnd  CtmpMl.) 

BBCOKD  BEADinO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing read. 

LoKD  STBATHEDEN  ard  CAMP- 
BELL :  My  Lords,  I  rise  to  more  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill  on  Smoka 
Abatement.  Let  me  fint  explain  the 
interval  which  has  elapsed  since  it  was 
read  a  first  time  this  Session.  Down  to 
the  middle  of  June  I  was  absorbed  by 
questions  far  more  urgent  in  their  cha- 
racter. The  coarse  of  Farliameot  was 
then  long  interrupted.  When  it  was 
resumed  on  the  6th  of  July,  there  was 
little  chance  of  getting  such  a  measurs 
through  the  House  of  Commons  for  tb« 
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preeent.  If  it  is  onlj  read  a  second 
time  and  goes  no  further,  yat  the  object 
of  its  friends  vill  be  promoted.  Last 
Session  the  Bill  was  advocated  fully  on 
two  stages.  It  was  carried  on  the  last 
by  a  majority  of  more  than  two  to  one 
against  the  strenuous  eSbits  of  the  late 
QoTemmeut,  excepting  always  the  noble 
Duke  their  Uaster  of  the  Horse  (the 
Duke  of  Westminster),  who  is  as  much 
concerned  in  it  as  I  am.  It  is  chiefly 
because  a  number  of  Peers  on  either 
side  have  lately  joined  us  that  I  feel 
bound  to  give  a  hurried  esplanation 
of  it.  The  Bill  starts  from  the  measures 
of  Iiord  Falmerston,  at  the  time  when 
he  was  Home  Secretary.  It  contem- 
plates a  gradual  action  on  the  smoke  of 
private  houses,  as  he  directed  bis  enact- 
ments against  the  smoke  of  large  com- 
mercial factories  in  London.  It  is  use- 
less to  efface  the  smoke  of  large  com- 
mercial factories  if  the  void  is  constantly 
filled  up  by  the  new  houses  which  arise 
with  wonderful  rapidity.  The  Statutes 
of  Lord  Falmerston  are  bafQed  by  a 
steady  influx  of  the  evil  which  they 
were  framed  to  obviate.  It  is  some- 
thing like  the  Sinking  Fund.  The  Sink- 
ing Fund  is  excellent  when  you  have 
ceased  to  borrow.  But  it  has  been 
foaud  that  there  is  no  good  in  reduciog 
debt  when  you  are  steadily  augmenting 
it.  The  aggregate  of  smoke  in  London 
must  be  greater  than  it  was  when  Lord 
Falmerston  began  to  operate  against  it. 
Beyond  that,  the  Statntesof  Lord  Falmer- 
ston are  not  enforced  with  rigour,  be- 
cause it  is  seen  that,  evou  if  they  were, 
the  evil  which  they  have  in  view  woiJd 
not  be  seriously  mitigated.  Some  action, 
therefore,  is  required  in  order  to  do 
justice  to  the  legislation  of  Lord  Falmer- 
ston. It  can  only  be  brougibt  about  by 
the  mechanism  of  local  bodies.  The 
householders  will  not  submit  to  inter- 
ference except  from  local  bodies  which 
they  have  helped  to  form,  which  they 
know  how  to  reach,  which  they  are 
qnalified  to  influence.  The  leading  f  aa- 
tnra  of  the  Bill  is  to  enable  Vestries, 
throngh  their  bye-laws  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Home  Office,  to  make 
the  avil  which  prevails  illegal  for  the 
future.  It  may  be  said  that,  however 
just  the  power,  it  will  not  be  exerted. 
Possibly  it  may  not.  It  will  turn  much 
upon  the  pressure  of  opinion,  diaoueeion 
Qut-of-doors,  the  feeling  of  society.  But 
even  if  all  Uie  local  bodies  are  inactive. 
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by  other  clauses  some  good  will  arise  of 
a  subordinate  description.  The  exces- 
sive and  opaque  smoke  which  at  times 
proceeds  from  clubs  when  some  un- 
wonted dinner  is  preparing  may  be  im- 
mediately prohibited.  The  Statutes  of 
Lord  Falmerston  will  operate  over  a 
wider  area  than  hitherto  tney  have  done. 
The  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  will 
gain  a  further  jurisdiction  over  the  heat- 
ing apparatus  of  new  houses,  which,  as 
25,000  are  added  every  year,  became  a 
vast  ingredieut  in  a  formidable  problem. 
I  contended  last  year,  and  I  hold  still, 
that  the  discretionary  power  of  the  local 
bodies  will  be  exerted  in  the  City,  even 
if  elsewhere  it  is  latent.  The  Lord 
Mayor  of  the  day  may  easily  obtain  its 
application,  and  there  are  many  in- 
fluences well  known  to  the  House  by 
which  a  Lord  Mayor  may  he  urged  into 
activity  for  any  object  which  is  just  and 
irreproachable.  Some  few  objections 
ought,  perhaps,  to  he  encountered.  It 
has  been  urged  that  mechanical  inven- 
tion is  not  advanced  sufficiently  for  re- 
straining smoke  in  private  houses.  But 
this  impression  wholly  overlooks  the  his- 
tory of  the  subject.  Last  year  I  pointed 
to  seven  methods  by  which  the  object 
may  be  compassed.  For  100  years  the 
scientific  world  has  been  employed  npon 
the  subject.  In  17&fi  the  well-known 
author  of  the  steam  engine,  James 
Watt,  took  out  a  patent  with  regard  to 
it  in  furnaces.  There  is  no  more  reason 
that  London  should  be  enveloped  aa  it 
is  than  any  other  capital  of  Europe. 
The  use  of  coke  and  wood,  or  coke  and 
gas,  or  coke  alone,  with  a  little  altera- 
tion of  existing  fire-places  to  increase 
the  draught,  would  be  sufficient  for  the 
object.  The  lata  Sir  William  Siemens 
is  the  master  we  should  look  to.  The 
noble  Duke  the  Chairman  of  the  In- 
stitute on  Smoke  has  also  tried  experi- 
ments by  which  the  public  may  be 
guided.  lu  some  quarters  it  is  feared 
that  the  liberty  of  the  householder  would 
be  improperly  encroached  upon.  On  the 
contrary,  he  would  enjoy  a  greatei^lati- 
tude  and  more  authority  than  he  does 
at  present.  He  is  now  confined,  not  by 
law,  but  custom,  which  is  infinitely 
stronger  to  the  use  of  raw  coal  in 
ordinary  fire-places.  Whenever  he  de- 
parts from  it — as  there  is  no  neces- 
sity to  do  so — his  famUy  and  servants 
are  nearly  certain  to  oppose  him.  I 
knew  a  householder,  some  yean  a^, 
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oonreraaTit  vith  the  question,  irho  in- 
troduced the  Amott  stove  through- 
out his  mansioii,  except  the  kitchen, 
where,  ot  course,  it  was  most  needed, 
but  where  the  opposition  was  too  seriouE 
to  deal  with.  When  this  Bill  is  carried, 
and  when  his  local  body  acts  upon  it, 
the  householder  will  be  armed  b;  law ; 
he  will  pull  himself  together ;  he  will 
compare  the  different  modes  of  bsatiDg 
wbicQ  esist ;  he  will  form  a  sound  and 
prudent  choice  between  them,  and  insist 
on  the  necessity  of  quitting  the  old  rou- 
tiae  from  which  for  years  he  has  vaiuly 
struggled  to  release  himself.  But  there 
was  one  objection  mentioned  by  my 
noble  Friend  the  Ohairman  of  Commit- 
tees, that  as  some  local  bodies  would 
apply  the  law,  while  others  did  not, 
smoke  miffbt  be  legal  on  one  aide  of  a 
street  and  illegal  on  the  other.  But 
even  it  it  was  the  case  the  atmosphere 
would  gain  a  little.  Where  it  was  not 
corrected  no  new  hardship  would  arise. 
Can  it  be  doubted  that  the  action  of  the 
defaulting  body  would  be  hastened,  that 
both  sides  of  the  street  would  soon  be 
under  the  enactment  on  the  old  prin- 
ciple, Cum  proximvt  ardtt.  But  the  ob- 
jection of  the  late  Qovenimeat,  which 
forced  B  dirisiou  on  the  House  last  year, 
has  Tanished  altogether.  It  was  that 
the  whole  subject  ought  to  he  referred 
to  a  huge  central  body  which  the  late 
OoTemment  proposed  to  organize.  In 
vain  it  was  demonstrated  that  such  a 
jurisdiction  could  not  act  on  smoke  at 
all,  because  it  would  have  no  proper 
title  to  fix  an  area  for  the  experiment, 
and  would  not  venture  to  impose  re- 
Btraint  upon  the  whole  of  the  Metropolis 
together.  Nothing  would  satisfy  the 
Ooremment  of  that  day  except  leaving 
smoke  to  the  repression  of  aooloesal  power 
which  was  not  certain  to  arise,  and  could 
not  venturo  to  repress  it.  To  encroach 
upon  the  privileges  of  that  gigantic 
form  was  inconsistent  with  the  tender- 
ness which  it  inspired  even  before  its 
parturition  was  effected.  The  late  Go- 
vemtnent  were  haunted  by  it.  We  have 
heard  of  a  celebrated  novel  called  /Van- 
hiuttin,  by  Mrs.  Shelley.  Frankenstein 
was  overpowered  and  entangled  by  the 
monster  He  had  too  ambitiously  created. 
He  did  not  tnm  pale  before  the  imagined 
dignity  and  hypothetical  austerity  of  the 
monster  he  was  never  doomed  to  call 
into  existence.  It  may  be  urged  by 
some  that  Vestries  are  not  final,  and 
J^rtl  Strathtdin  and  CamfbtU 


that  new  municipal  divisions  will  re< 
place  them.  Whenever  that  occurs  their 
powers  as  to  smoke  may  be  easily  trans- 
ferred to  the  new  municipal  divisions  by 
which  the  capital  is  governed.  Let  me 
run  over  very  briefly  the  positive  ad- 
vantages which  the  measure  aims  at. 
One  is,  of  course,  the  greater  parity  of 
domiciles.  Smoke  is  now  destructive  of 
furniture,  of  linen,  of  dresses,  and  many 
other  thing  which  womanhood  appro- 
ciates.  Another  is  the  sanitary  benefit. 
You  cannot  leave  with  prudence,  in 
constantly  deteriorating  air,  the  masses 
you  are  striving  to  transfer  to  better 
habitations.  As  to  architecture,  I  will  not 
now  repeat  what  I  have  dwelt  upon  be- 
fore ;  but  wish  to  make  this  observation. 
Unless  smoke  is  overcome  you  cannot 
have  the  colour  you  desire  for  edifices 
which  arerising.  The  influence  of  smoke 
on  architecture  is  too  extensive  and 
minute  a  tcmio  to  be  handled  at  this 
moment.  There  is  but  one  opinion 
among  experts  of  its  consequences.  Of 
course,  it  may  be  argued  that  the  Bill  can 
never  reach  tbe  Statute  Book  this  Ses- 
sion. The  object  is,  bv  the  unanimous 
concurrence  of  the  House,  to  facilitate  the 
task  of  Qovemmentsin  afterwards  adopt- 
ing it.  It  is  not  in  all  respscts  desirable 
that  Bills  should  become  Acts — even  if 
they  oan — unless  a  Government  proposes 
1.  Qovemments  are  forced  by  a 
political  necessity  which  grew  up  ^ter 
the  first  Beform  Act — whether  they  like 
or  not — to  oSer  legislation  to  the  coun- 
try. If  the  material  of  proper  legisla- 
tion ia  consumed— it  cannot  be  unlimited 
— Jthey  aro  driven  to  schemes  rovolting 
to  themselves  and  prejudicial  to  the 
country.  It  is  sufficient  for  the  framers 
of  the  present  Bill  to  lay  beforo  them  a 
path  which  is  not  either  dangerous  or 
unprofitable.  I  thereforo  ask  your  Lord- 
ships to  repeat  the  step  which  a  year 
ago  you  had  the  goodness  to  decide  on. 
I  will  now  move  the  second  reading  of 
theBiU. 

Movti,  "ThattheBiUbenowrmd2-." 
— (7%«  Lord  8tr»ih4d0*  »nd  Campb4U.) 

The  PAYMASTER  QENEEALCEari 
BnAVCEAur)  said,  that  since  the  19th  uf 
March  this  Bill  has  been  slumbering 
peacefully  on  the  Orders  as  a  Bill  that 
awaited  the  second  reading,  and  it  was 
not  until  Tuesday  last  that  the  second 
lading  was  put  down  for  this  day.  In 
these  circnmstances   it   could  Mtrcvlf 


,Coot;^lc 


Copyhold  {JcLT  30,  1885 

bsTO  receired  adequate   consideration 
from  tbeir  Lordships.    He  supposed  the 
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noble  liord  did  not  intend  to  proceed 
any  further  with  it  this  Session ;  at  any 
rate,  it  be  did  intend  to  do  so,  it  would 
be  his  (Earl  Beauchamp's)  duty  to  point 
out  the  many  grave  defects  which  existed 
in  the  Bi]l.  Everyone  would  sympathize 
with  the  object  of  the  Bill,  whiob;«aB  to 
limit  waste  and  extravagance  in  the  con- 
sumption of  ooal,  because  they  were 
iojurious  to  health  and  property ;  but 
it  was  another  question  whether  the 
maobineryoftbeBillffastbe  best  adapted 
for  the  purpose.  That,  however,  was  a 
point  into  which  they  need  not  now  stop 
to  inquire.  He  would  Tecommeud  that  it 
be  read  a  second  time,  and  that  the 
Order  for  Committee  should  be  dis- 
charged and  the  Bill  withdrawn. 

Loan  MOUNT-TEMPLE  said,  that 
their  Lordships  would  be  unanimous  on 
the  point  that  smoke  was  a  nuisance  in 
LondoD,  and  it  was  a  reflection  on  our 
dviliEatioa  that  ao  little  had  been  done 
to  diminish  it.     It  waaamiatake  to 

ne  that  the  unconsumpd  coal  which 
.ted  in  the  air  we  breathed  and  the 
diamel  pall  of  smoke  which  bung 
Ixindon  was  inevitable.  Meobanical 
science  had  made  such  advance  that 
there  was  now  no  difficulty  in  pre- 
Tenting  the  pollution  of  the  atmosphere 
by  smoke,  and  it  was  a  wrong  upon 
the  public  that  individuals  should  have 
unlimited  power  to  injure  themselves 
and  others  by  negligently  contributi 
to  the  nuisance.  Moreover,  there  wa 
great  waste  of  carbon,  which  might  be 
economized  and  utilized  by  mechanical 
science.  This  Bill  proyided  amend- 
ments of  the  law  worthy  of  the  delibe- 
rate consideration  of  their  Lordships  in 
the  next  Session. 

Lord  STHATHEDEN  and  CAMP- 
BELL said,  that  in  reference  to  what 
had  fallen  from  the  noble  Earl  on  the 
Treasury  Bench  he  would  have  willingly 
exposed  the  Bill  to  the  ordeal  of  a  Select 
Gommittoe,  to  give  it  greater  accuracy 
and  precision,  although  it  was  not  care- 
lelssly  drawn  up,  had  there  been  time 
for  such  a  process.  As  things  stood  he 
did  not  wish  it  to  go  beyond  the  second 
reading  for  the  present,  and  he  trusted 
that  their  Lordahipa  would  aee  no  rea- 
son to  depart  from  the  couclusion  they 
had  previously  arrived  at. 
Motion  agreed  to :  Bill  read  2*. 

VOL.  CCC.      [thIIID  SBHIES.] 


COPYHOLD  ENFRANCHISEMENT  BILL. 
( Tht  Lord  EolhouM.) 
(iro.  185.)      SECOND  BEADINO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing read. 

Lord  H0BH0TJ9E,  in  moving  that 
the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time, 
said,  that  the  measure  was  one  of  a 
series  of  steps  which  had  been  taken  by 
the  advice  of  eminent  lawyers  and  states- 
men, men  who  in  other  departmenls  of 
public  life  entertained  the  most  diver- 
gent opinions,  but  who  agreed  in  this — 
that  it  was  desirable  as  fast  as  possiblo 
to  diminish,  and  finally  esliRguisb,  the 
old  inconvenient  tenure  of  copyhold. 
Great  and  serious  evils  arose  from  this 
tenure.  In  the  first  place,  there  was  a 
multiplicity  of  laws,  not  written  and 
not  generally  known,  and  ooly  ascer- 
tainable by  tradition,  which  this  system 
created.  These  laws  oould  only  be 
ascertained  on  the  oral  evidence  of  per- 
sons cogaizant  of  the  customs  of  each 
particular  manor.  The  question  was 
inquired  into  for  the  first  time  in  1832 
by  a  body  of  eminent  lawyers,  who 
dealt  with  the  whole  subject  of  real 
property.  The  Iteport  of  these  gentle- 
men recapitulated  the  evils  arising  from 
the  immense  variety  of  customs  in  dif- 
ferent manors,  cnstoma  to  be  sought  in 
oral  traditions,  and  the  Court  Bolls 
which  had  often  been  kept  by  ignorant 
or  negligent  stewards.  They  remarked 
that  it  was  not  surprising  that  frequent 
litigation  arose  between  lord  and  tenant, 
vendor  and  pumhaser,  and  the  vendor 
and  others  claiming  an  adverse  interest 
to  the  vendor.  It  had  been  suggested 
that  the  true  remedy  for  these  evils  lay 
in  the  adoption  of  a  general  regialry  of 
titles  in  England.  But  these,  though 
perhaps  the  most  obvious,  were  not  the 
greatest  evils.  The  greatest  was  the 
syetem  of  arbitrary  fines  on  each  devo- 
lution of  the  copyhold  interest  and  occa- 
sionally also  of  the  freehold  title.  The 
lord  might  require  the  copyholder  to 
pay  two  years'  improved  value  of  the 
laud.     That  system  was  pbviously,  and, 

fact,  had  been  found 'to  he,  a  serious 
ohstaclo  to  the  improvement  of  land. 
In  the  same  Beport  from  which  ho  had 
quoted,  be  found  remarks  on  the  check 
to  improvemoDts  occasioned  by  the  con- 
flicting rights  of  landlord  and  tenant, 
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and  tbe  consequent  dimioution  of  the 
public  wealth,  and  tbe  direct  discourage- 
meut  to  agriculture  and  the  erection  of 
buildiugs.  Beniftrkable  evidence  was 
taken  also  bjr  tbe  Committee  which  re- 
ported on  the  eubject  in  1652.  In  that 
evidence  vere  some  striking  statements 
of  one  of  the  Drainage  Commisdoners 
on  the  unwillingneBs  of  copyholders 
to  borrow  money  for  drainage.  This 
gentleman  ezpressod  an  opinion  that 
copyhold  lands  were  worse  cultivated 
than  freehold.  He  was  talking  the 
other  day  to  a  veteran  solicitor  and 
steward  of  a  manor,  who  said  that  he 
could  tell  by  simple  inspection  which 
were  oopyhold  and  which  freehold  lands. 
Then  the  teaure  discouraged  the  growth 
of  timber,  for  if  the  lord  out  the  timber 
it  was  trespasa  against  the  tenant,  and 
if  the  tenant  cut  it  was  waste  against 
the  lord.  Thus  no  young  timber  was 
allowed  to  grow  on  eopyhold  land. 
Thus  in  Sussex  copyhold  land  could  be 
recognized  by  the  entire  absence  of 
trees  on  one  aide,  while  there  was  on 
the  other  a  well-wooded  area.  Then 
there  were  heriots.  The  lord  might  on 
alienation  take  his  tenant's  best  chattel 
— in  some  cases  it  was  his  best  live 
chattel.  Very  startling  and,  in  some 
oases,  amusing  stories  were  told  of  the 
devices  resorted  to  by  tenants  to  in- 
duce their  lord  to  take  the  worst  in- 
stead of  the  best  chattel.  These  evils 
were  aggravated  in  many  instances  by 
the  confusion  of  boundaries  between 
freehold  and  copyhold  land.    It    fre- 

2uently  happened  that  when  land  had 
sen  held  continuously  for  many  years 
part  of  the  same  field  was  oopyhold 
and  part  freehold  without  an;  dis- 
tinction which  was  which.  But  tbe 
occupier  was  afraid  of  tilling  the  Geld  to 
the  best  advantage  because  he  might 
by  his  method  of  cultivation  inour  a 
a  forfeiture  of  the  copyhold  portion. 
Then,  too,  it  often  became  neoeesary  to 
make  both  a  freehold  and  oopyhold 
conveyance  of  the  same  land,  and  the 
tenant  dare  not  grow  timber  for  fear  of 
forfeiture.  These  insuperable  objections 
existed  in  the  case  of  pnrahase  because 
the  vendor  could  not  point  out  the 
boundaries  between  the  copyhold  and 
the  freehold.  All  these  inconveniences 
were  especially  felt  in  the  counties  of 
Norfolk,  Suffolk,  and  Ecsez.  The  Beal 
Property  Commissioners  did  not  advise 
any  compulsory  action.  In  1S38  the 
Lori  Bobhotut 


matter  was  referred  to  a  very  strong 
Committee  of  the  Hoase  of  Conmums, 
which  recommended  that  a  compulsoi^ 
measure  should  be  passed.  Tbe  result 
of  the  recommend  ation  of  that  Com- 
mittee was  the  passing  of  the  Copyhold 
Act  of  1B41,  and  tbe  Legislature  ap- 
peared to  have  followed  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee  by  tryinir 
in  tbe  firet  instance  whet  he  might  call 
the  voluntary  system.  A  Copyhold  Com- 
mission, which  was  still  at  work,  was 
established,  and  was  empowered  to  re- 
ceive applications  for  enfranchisement 
and  to  give  effect  to  them  in  cases  when 
the  lord  of  the  manor  and  the  tenant 
were  agreed  on  the  subject.  In  1851 
the  matter  was  again  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  they  reported  to  the  effect  that  it 
was  highly  desirable  that  tbe  entire 
enfranchisement  of  oopyhold  estates 
should  be  effected  as  soon  as  possible, 
due  regard  being  had  to  tbe  rights  and 
claims  of  allparties,  and  that  such  enfran- 
chisement should  be  oompulsory  on  all. 
In  1852  ameasure  was  passed  enabling 
one  of  the  parties  to  demand  enfran- 
chisement  instead  of  requiring  tbe  con- 
sent  of  both.  That  Act,  however,  ap- 
plied only  to  cases  where  the  admisaioa 
had  taken  place  after  the  3rd  of  July, 
1853.  The  principle  of  that  Aot  iraa 
found  to  be  very  beneficial,  and  the 
number  of  enfranchisements  oonsidez- 
ably  increased.  In  1858  another  Aot 
was  passed  which  took  away  the  re- 
striction as  to  time  and  made  tbe  Aot 
of  18.'>2  apply  to  every  copyhold  in  the 
Kingdom.  'I'heir  Lordships  might  aak 
what  had  been  the  practical  effect  of 
this  legislation.  He  held  in  hia  band  m, 
Return  made  by  the  Land  Commis- 
sioners down  to  1682  which  showed  th« 
operation  of  tbe  various  Aots.  Aa  long 
as  tbe  Aot  of  1641  or  the  voluntary 
system  was  prevalent  the  average  nnm- 
ber  of  enfranchisements  was  42  a-year. 
When  the  Aot  of  1853  came  into  opera- 
tion the  average  rose  to  243  a-year,  and 
when  the  Aot  of  1858  came  into  opar«- 
tion,  taking  it  down  to  the  present  lima, 
the  average  was  £54  a-year.  Perbapa 
he  might  be  asked  what  proportion  that 
was  ot  tbe  whole  of  the  copyholds  in  th« 
Kingdom,  and  whether  the  process  of 
enfranchisement  was  going  on  fast  or 
slowly.  He  was  sorry  to  aay  that  he 
could  not  answer  that  question.  He 
found  that  no  man  could  answer  it.     Itt 
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the  abmnce  of  regiitries  W9  had  no 
maana  whataver  of  eecertaimn^  what 
quantity  of  copjhold  land  there  was  in 
£agland.  Therefore,  he  oould  not  eay 
whether  tha  proportion  of  which  the 
enfraochisement  had  been  effected  was 
small  or  large  compared  with  the 
proportion  which  remained.  But  it 
waa  agreed  upon  by  everybody  who  un- 
derstood the  ■nbject  that  there  still  re- 
mained a  vast  ■  number  of  copyholda 
throughout  England.  The  Bill  now 
under  their  Lordships'  consideration  had 
been  the  subject  of  disousaion  for  four 
years  in  the  House  of  Commons,  by 
many  pulilio  bodies  outside  it,  and  by 
individuals  who  were  interested  in  the 
matter ;  and  the  measure  was,  in  fact, 
the  work  of  many  hands.  It  bore,  in- 
deed, the  marks  of  that,  as  it  was  not 
quite  BO  dear  either  in  point  of  arrange- 
ment or  in  point  of  expression  as  could 
bo  desired.  In  these  respects  it  was 
open  to  some  amendment ;  but  he  be- 
lieved their  Lordships  would  consider  it 
to  be  upon  the  whole  a  very  valuable 
measure.  It  oontained  a  large  quantity 
of  legislative  details,  and  if  he  were 
asked  what  was  the  principle  of  the  Bill 
he  should  say  that  it  was  a  measure  to 
carry  into  more  complete  effect  the 
policy  of  the  last  SO  years  and  to  pro- 
mote and  accelerate  the  enfranchisement 
of  copyholds.  He  had  heard  this  mea- 
snre  described  by  persona  competent  to 
jadee  of  it  as  one  which  proposed  to 
deal  with  the  property  of  two  persons 


to  place  the  initiative  in  the  bands  of 
the  lord  who  was  required  on  admitting 
or  enrolling  any  person  as  tenant  to  any 
land  after  the  Slst  of  December,  1885, 
Mve  where  tha  admittance  or  enrolment 
took  place  in  consequence  of  the  death 
of  a  lord,  to  give  a  notice  in  writing  to 
the  tenant  of  enfranchisement,  and  the 
Bill,  provided  that  in  default  of  such 
notice  being  given  no  fine,  relief,  or 
heriot  should  be  payable  to  the  lord  on 
any  subsequent  admittance  or  enrol- 
ment. Every  suoh  notice  of  enfran- 
chisement was  to  be  accompanied  by  an 
offer  to  take  a  certain  sum  which,  if 
accepted,  was  to  be  the  compensation ; 
the  lord  and  the  tenant  were  empowered 
to  agree  on  compensation  and  to  appoint 
valuers  to  fix  it.  Thus  if  the  tenant 
desired  to  remain  a  copyholder  all  he 
had  to  do  was  to  allow  the  lord's  notice 
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to  drop.  In  the  event  of  the  lord  not 
serving  such  notice  the  tenant  might 
avail  himself  of  the  compulsory  provi- 
sions of  the  Copyhold  Acts.  He  antici- 
pated that  this  measure  would  have  a 
very  important  effect  in  enfranchising 
copyholds,  and  would  benefit  the  lord, 
the  tenant,  and  the  public.  The  Bill 
came  before  the  Incorporated  Law  So- 
ciety,  and  met  with  their  approval.  In 
coRclusioa,  he  moved  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill,  thanking  their  Lordships  for 
the  great  patience  with  which  thay  bad 
listened  to  him. 

Staved, "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2'." 
—{Tht  lord  mhkavte,) 

LoBD  BRA.M:W£LL  said,  that  the 
Bill  was  not  prepared  with  such  con- 
summate skill  as  his  noble  and  learned 
Friend  would  have  them  believe.  He 
thought  no  one  denied  that  it  was 
desirable  to  get  rid  of  the  copyhold 
tenure,  and  if  anyone  did  doubt  it  before 
he  could  not  doubt  it  after  having  heard 
the  very  convincing  speech  to  which  the 
House  bad  just  listened.  His  noble 
Friend  had  shown  the  great  mischief 
caused  by  the  existing  law.  There 
was  one  evil  he  had  not  mentioned. 
The  lord  was  the  owner  of  the  mine- 
rals under  the  surface,  whilst  the  copy- 
holder was  the  owner  of  the  soil ;  there- 
fore  the  lord  could  not  take  them,  and 
the  copyholder  could  not  take  them. 
This  was  another  reason  why  this  tenure 
shouldinsome  way  begotridof,andmost 
certainly  if  some  benevolent  magician 
could  do  that  with  a  wave  of  his 
wand  without  expense  he  did  not  sup- 
pose anyone  would  he  found  to  ob- 
ject. He  did  not  suppose  the  lord  was 
desirous  of  being  lord  tor  the  mere  plea- 
sure of  the  title.  But  did  it  not  strike 
their  Lordships  that  the  more  tbe  noble 
and  learned  Lord  showed  that  it  was 
good  to  get  rid  of  this  tenure  the  more 
it  followed  that  there  were  some  diffi- 
culties in  tbe  way  of  getting  rid  of  it 
which  made  it  better  ?or  them  to  put 
up  with  it  than  to  go  to  the  ex- 
pense involved  ?  That,  indeed,  was 
the  only  reason  for  its  existence — it 
was  more  troublesome  and  expensive 
to  get  rid  of  than  to  keep — the  cost 
would  be  greater  than  the  benefits  de- 
rived from  enfranchisement.  There  was 
a  third  person  interested,  and  that  was 
the  steward,  and  certainly  the  Bill  would 
be  a  boon  to  the  present  generation  of 
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ftewarde;  and  vlien  hie  noble  and 
learned  Friend  said  that  the  Incor- 
porated Law  Society  epproTed  of  the 
Bill  liB  could  well  understand  that,  see- 
ing that  there  was  a  great  number  of 
etevarde  in  the  Society.  The  stewards 
were  most  respectable  greDtleraen,  but, 
like  himself,  were  incliued  to  think  that 
right  which  was  pleasant.  The  lord 
could  compel  eDfrauchisement  if  he 
pleased  ;  the  copyholder  could  compel 
It  if  he  pleased;  and,  therefore,  the  Bill 
could  only  be  applicable  to  the  case 
where  bolh  lord  and  copyholder,  each 
being  able  to  enfranchise,  did  not  choose 
to  do  so.  In  that  case  the  Bill  said  they 
should.  He  should  neither  affirm  nor 
deny  anything  about  land  at  the  present 
time.  It  mif^ht  very  well  be  that  the 
public  was  entitled  to  cay  that  land 
should  be  held  and  dealt  with  in  a  way 
most  advantageous  to  the  public;  but 
that  could  only  be  done  through  the 
indiridual.  'Why  was  it  that  both  lord 
and  tenant  were  so  indifferent  that  they 
would  not  lake  the  benefit  which  the 
law  at  present  offered  7  It  must  be 
a  peculiarity  of  the  copyholder  if  he 
would  not  follow  hie  own  interests.  He 
would  tell  them  why  the  copyholder  left 
tbingB  as  they  were.  The  game  was  not 
worth  the  candle,  and  the  noble  I<ord  on 
the  Woolsack  would  agree  with  him 
that  the  worst  of  all  oxpeneive  and 
wearisome  proceedings  io  which  a 
man  could  be  involved  was  in  the  ad- 
justment of  parcel  or  boundary.  This 
was  the  real  reason  why  advantage  had 
not  been  taken  to  a  much  larger  extent 
of  the  existing  law  than  had  been  the 
case.  He  wished  to  know  why  the  pro- 
vision for  the  lord  having  the  right  of 
access  to  his  mines,  with  some  arrange- 
ment in  respect  of  it,  was  omitted  from 
this  Bill  ?  Such  a  provision  had  been  in 
all  previous  Bills.  The  Commie sionere, 
whose  Beport  had  been  quoted  by  his 
noble  and  learned  Friend,  rejected  all 
plaas  for  the  compulsory  enlranobise- 
mentof  copyholds,  and  since  thatBoport 
Acts  of  Parliament  had  been  passed 
which  introduced  oompulsnry  enfran- 
chisement upon  the  application  either  of 
the  lord  or  the  tenant.  The  difference 
between  those  Acts  and  the  present  Bill 
was  that  in  the  case  of  copyholds  which 
it  would  not  be  worth  anybody's  white 
to  enfranchise  the  Bill  would  compel 
enfranchisement.  He  had  often  said  if 
anyone  were  to  make  him  a  present  of 
Lord  Bramtetll 
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a  piece  of  land  occasionally  to  be  seen 
by  the  wayside  he  would  not  take  it  if 
he  bad  to  defend  the  title,  and  there 
were  several  of  those  copyholds  which 
he  would  not  take  as  a  gift  if  there 
was  to  bo  enfranchisement  of  them. 
He  hoped  their  Iiordships  would  not 
read  the  Bill  a  second  time.  The  only 
reason  by  which  the  Bill  could  be  justi- 
fied was  on  account  of  eome  benefit,  or 
supposed  benefit,  to  tha  public.  Bo  far 
from  that,  it  seemed  to  be  a  Bill  simply 
to  compel  people  to  do  that  which  they 
were  told  was  for  their  good,  but  whii^ 
they  nevertheless  thought  was  not  for 
their  benefit. 

Eael  stanhope  said,  it  was  ob- 
vious, from  the  speech  of  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  who  moved  the  aecond 
reading,  that  this  was  a  complicated 
and  technical  Bill,  and  being  so  vast  and 
extensive,  containing  54  clauses,  it  onght 
to  have  fuller  consideration  than  could 
possibly  be  given  it  at  thie  time  of  the 
Session.  If  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
was  correct  in  saying  that  the  object  of 
the  Bill  was  to  benefit  the  lord,  the 
tenant,  and  the  public,  he  would  be  the 
last  person  to  propose  to  refer  it  to  a 
Select  Committee.  But  though  he  had 
put  a  Notice  of  such  a  Motion  on  the 
Paper  he  really  believed  that  the  Bill 
ought  not  to  be  gone  on  with  at  the 
present  time.  The  principle  of  the  Bill 
was  to  compel  those  who  did  not  wish  to 
enfranchise  to  enfranchise  against  their 
will.  Speaking  on  behalf  of  the  Eccle- 
siastical Com  mission  ere,  of  whom  hs 
was  one,  be  thought  the  Bill  contained 
several  objectionable  provisions.  Be- 
sides having  presented  a  Petition  care- 
fully prepared  from  the  Ecclesiastical 
Com  mission  ere,  he  had  also  presented 
PetiliouB  from  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of 
Carlisle,  from  Trinity  College,  Cam- 
bridge, King's  College,  St.  John's  Col- 
lege, aDdPembrokeCullege,  Cambridge, 
against  the  second  reading.  The  Eccle- 
siastical Commissioners  were  among 
the  largest  lords  of  manors  iu  England. 
They  held450 manors,  and  notwithstand- 
ing the  slow  progress  which  was  alleged 
had  been  made,  they  had  enfranchised 
over  2.600  copyholds.  The  noble  Lord 
admitted  that  the  enfranchisements  were 
at  tho  rale  of  600  a-year.  First  of  all, 
the  mineral  rights  of  tho  lords  were  pre- 
judiced by  the  Bill,  because,  though  it 
wae  true  that  the  miuetals  could  not  be 
worked  without  the  leave  of  the  oopy- 
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holder,  it  tras  undisputed  that  they  be- 
longed to  tho  lords,  and  the  onus  ol 
proving  the  boundaries  which  hitherto 
fell  on  the  tenant  tras  thrown  on  the 
lord.  That  would  be  a  verj  difficult 
and  cosily  process.  Another  provisiou 
vhicb  injuriously  affected  the  lords  of 
manors  wss  contained  in  a  clause  which 
eaid  that  the  land  should  be  sold  at  the 
actual  Talue  of  the  rent  or  the  actual 
value  of  the  land  as  it  stood.  That 
meant  that  all  tbe  advaDtagij  arising 
from  land  situated  near  towns  was  sacri- 
ficed. There  was  land  in  the  neig-h- 
bourhood  of  towns  worth  ££00  an  acre, 
for  which  the  copyholder  paid  only  a 
email  fine,  which  did  not  at  all  represent 
its  value.  In  fact,  that  clause  would 
sacrifice  the  prospective  value  oC  build- 
ing land  all  over  the  Kingdom.  What 
iras  the  evidence  in  favour  of  the  Bill  ? 
All  the  evidence  that  he  could  gather 
was  that  it  had  been  four  years  before 
the  House  of  Commons.  But  it  had 
never  been  discussed  by  the  House  of 
Commons.  It  was  true  that  the  Bill 
was  referred  tn  a  Select  Committee  of 
tbe  House  of  Commons  last  year  ;  but 
that  Committee  refused  to  hear  evidence 
whether  of  the  lord  or  the  copyholder, 
though  a  measure  of  such  importance 
ought  ia  all  justice  to  be  carefully 
sifted  and  weighed  by  a  Committee  re- 
eeiving  evidence.  Tbe  facilities  for  en- 
fxanchieement  given  by  the  Acts  of  1852 
and  1858  had  been  admitted.  The  pro- 
posal of  the  Bill  was  that  the  parties, 
whether  they  liked  it  or  not,  should  be 
obliged  to  enfranchise,  and  the  law 
charges,  tbe  expense  of  the  definition  of 
boundaries,  and  the  cost  of  notice  all 
fell  on  the  lord.  The  Bill  would  also 
inflict  injustice  on  the  tenant.  A  tenant 
who  paid  6d.  a-^year  for  his  copyhold 
was  to  enfranchise  nhether  he  liked  it 
or  not.  He  would,  under  the  Bill, 
be  obliged  to  borrow  the  money  at  4 
per  cent,  or  he  subject  to  a  rent  charge 
equal  to  4  per  cent.  There  were  no 
Petitions  from  copyholders  in  favour 
of  the  Bill.  It  was  said  that  tlie  copy- 
holders of  Accrington  were  very  de- 
siroos  that  it  should  pass.  Well,  let 
them  have  a  Bill  of  their  own.  Hedid 
sot  think  anyone  could  allege  that  this 
Bill  was  likely  to  receive  adequate  cod- 
kideratioa  at  the  present  time,  and, 
therefore,  he  would  take  upon  himself 
at  once  to  move  that  it  be  read  a  second 
time  that  day  three  months. 
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Amendment  mated,  to  Icavo  out 
("now  ")  and  add  at  the  end  of  the 
hfotion  ("this  day  three  months.") — 
{Th«£arlSlankope.) 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
HALesuRv)  said,  he  should  like  to  ask 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  who  moved 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill  whether 
be  would  be  content  that  the  Bill  should 
be  read  a  second  time  without  sending 
it  to  a  Select  Committee  'i  If  he  gathered 
from  tbe  noble  and  learned  Lord's  ob- 
servations that  he  did  not  desire  that  it 
should  pass  into  law  before  its  details 
were  considered,  it  was  obvious  that  it 
was  absolutely  impossible  to  thoroughly 
discuss  those  details  this  Session.  The 
only  object,  therefore,  in  assenting  to 
the  second  reading  was  that  the  House 
should  affirm  some  principle  on  which 
the  Bill  was  supposed  to  be  framed.  On 
that  subject  it  appeared  that  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  had  not  made  up  his 
inind  as  to  what  was  the  principle  of  the 
Bill.  There  was  considerable  doubt  as 
to  whether  the  1st  section  made  the 
Bill  compulsory  or  not.  Whet,  in  effect, 
it  enacted  was  this,  not  that  it  should 
be  compulsory,  but  that  it  should,  whe- 
ther the  parties  liked  it  or  not,  com- 
mence litigation  which  would  he.  fruit- 
less. Anything  more  injurious  than  such 
a  state  of  things  as  that  both  to  lord 
and  tenant  be  could  hardly  conceive. 
He  gathered  from  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  that  the  Bill  was  the  product  of 
many  minds,  that  the  mode  in  which  it 
was  drawn  was  open  to  exception,  and 
that  he  would  not  like  it  to  pass  into 
law  without  going  through  the  ordeal  of 
a  Select  Committee.  By  those  admis- 
sions he  judged  that  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  would  not  desire  to  see 
this  field  of  litigation  thrown  open  to 
lords  and  tenants  without  a  very  care- 
ful scrutiny  being  made  of  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Bill.  He  did  not  tliink  that 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  dealt  satis- 
factorily with  the  point  that  the  Bill  did 
not  deal  with  minerals.  The  answer 
he  gave  was  that  it  did  not  refuse  to 
accept  what  former  Acts  had  done;  and 
he  stated  that  Bills  introduced  on  the 
subject  had  attempted  to  settle  tbe 
vexed  question  of  minerals,  the  state  of 
the  law  with  regard  to  which  was  very 
unsatisfactory.  The  Bill  now  before 
thuir  Lordships,  however,  did  not  seltlt) 
tbe  question,  end  it  would  tend  to  pro- 
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duce  heartburniog  and  make  people 
believe  that  the  question  as  betireeii 
lord  and  tenant  was  settled  wben  it  was 
not.  He  presumed  that  their  Lordships 
must  make  up  their  minds  as  to  whe- 
ther this  was  a  compulsory  measure  or 
not  before  the  second  readin;^  was  taken. 
The  noble  and  learned  Lord  stated  that 
the  lord  must,  to  put  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill  irt  operation,  serve  the  tenant 
with  a  notice,  but  thatthetenantm'd^ht, 
if  he  liked,  throw  the  notice  behind  the 
fire.  If  that  was  the  true  view  of  it 
how  did  the  Bill  differ  from  the  law  as 
it  stood  at  the  present  time  ?  It  was 
not  denied  that  the  law  mij^ht  enforce 
enfranchisements;  and  if  this  was  on  I j 
another  useless  step  to  create  expense 
it  would  be  vsiy  undesirable  to  rea4  the 
Bill  a  second  time,  and  settle  nothing: 
by  it 

The  Earl  op  SELBOHXE  said,  he 
oould  not  agree  with  his  noble  and 
learned  Friend  who  had  just  spoken. 
The  measure  stated  that  it  was  very 
desirable  to  get  rid  of  this  inconvenient 
copyhold  tenure,  which  had  many  dis- 
advantages. He  had  never  heard  any- 
one point  out  an  advantage  in  connec- 
tion with  copyhold  tenure,  and  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill  was  that  it  took  another 
step  in  the  direction  of  getting  rid  of  it. 
"Were  their  Lordships  going  to  reject  a 
Bill  founded  on  that  principle — a  Bill 
which  had  received  the  sanction  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  of  a  Select  Com- 
mittee of  the  Land  Coromisnonera,  and 
of  that  branch  of  the  Legal  Profession 
which  was  conversant  with  the  question  ? 
Were  their  Lordships  going  to  reject 
the  principle  of  the  Bill  because  there 
was  no  time  this  Session  to  discuss  de- 
tails. Some  of  the  clauses,  no  doubt, 
ought  to  receive  very  careful  con- 
sideration ;  but  he  did  not  think  that  the 
House  would  put  itself  in  a  much  better 
position  with  re.«pect  to  the  question 
than  it  now  occupied  if  it  affirmed  the 
princtplo  that  it  was  dpairnble  to  make 
progress  in  the  direction  of  getting  rid 
of  this  tenure,  and  also  that  the  details 
of  the  measure  roquired  consideration. 
His  noble  and  learned  Friend  on  the 
"Woolsai-k  asked  why  a  Bill  of  this  sort 
should  be  proposed  whentfaelaw  already 
enabled  the  lord  or  the  tenant  to  compel 
enfranchisement.  The  answer  to  that 
was  that  the  present  provisions  were 
such  that  nobody  had  an  interest  in 
putting  them  in  motion  except  upon 
Lord  Salthuiy 


particular  occasions.  If  the  law  could 
be  set  in  motion  in  the  manner  proposed 
by  the  Bill  they  would  practically  get 
an  important  step  towards  the  end  which 
all  agreed  it  was  desirable  to  attain. 
He  would  not  discuss  the  details  of  the 
measure  because  if  the  principle  waa 
ri^ht  the  details  would  have  to  be  con- 
sidered ttt  the  proper  time.  Everyone 
admitted  that  the  present  state  of  the 
law  was  unsatisfactory.  There  were 
minerals  which  could  not  be  got  at, 
and  that  was  a  state  of  things  injurious 
to  the  publio.  Surely  the  proper  course 
to  adopt  was  to  read  the  Bill  a  second 
time  in  order  that  the  details  might  be 
discussed  if  there  were  time,  and  if  there 
were  not,  that  there  Lordships  might 
indicate  that  they  were  not  hostile  to  the 
principle  of  the  measure. 

The  lord  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Vieoount  CaAirBBooK),  said, 
he  was  disappointed  that  the  noble  and 
learned  Earl  who  had  just  spoken  had 
not  laid  down  a  principle  on  which  they 
could  vote.  All  be  had  said  was  that 
the  Bill  was  a  step  in  the  direction  of 
enfranchisement.  He  (Visconnt  Cran- 
brook)  did  not  yield  to  anyone  in  his 
objection  to  copyhold  tenures ;  but  this 
seemed  to  be  one  of  those  Bills  which 
originated  in  the  feeling  that  Bomcthing 
must  be  done,  and  then  it  often  was  sup- 
posed that  anything  would  do.  It  was 
a  sort  of  Joseph  Surface  Bill,  full  of 
high  eentimenia  not  carried  into  prac- 
tice— an  illustration  of  faith  without 
works.  The  House  ought  not  to  be 
called  upon  to  approve  a  principle  which 
was  not  accurately  defined  by  the  nobis 
and  learned  Lord  who  had  introduced 
the  Bill,  or  by  those  who  bad  supported 
it,  and  to  commit  themselves  to  some- 
thing of  nhich  on  inconvenient  applies* 
tion  might  be  made  next  year. 

Earl  GRANVILLE  said,  that  if  there 
wai  any  imitation  of  Joseph  Surface  in 
the  matter,  it  was  in  fully  recognizing 
that  there  wero  evils  that  called  for 
remedy,  and  yet  in  declining  to  support 
a  measure  calculated  to  diminish  those 
evils.  The  principle  of  the  Bill  bad 
been  clearly  stated  by  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  who  moved  the  second 
reading.  It  was  admitted  that  the  evils 
were  considerable  evils,  that  the  tenure 
was  a  bad  one,  and  that  there  were 
grave  details  for  discussion  in  Commit- 
tee ;  and  no  one  had  impugned  the 
general  principle  of  the   fitJJ,   whiofa 
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ought  not  to  be  rejedied,  simplj  be- 
cause there  might  not  be  time  to  con- 
aider  it  in  Committee. 

The  Eahl  of  FEVERSHAM  said, 
be  objected  to  the  Bill  aa  a  piece  of 
legislation  intended  to  worry  people  who 
wanted  to  be  let  alone,  and  to  compel 
them  to  enfranchise  whether  they  liked 
or  not.  He  believed  that  the  Bill  would, 
if  passed  in  its  present  shape,  affect 
Tsry  man  J  righte  over  considerable 
tracts  of  mootlanil,  and  to  that  he  ob< 
jected. 

On  Question,  That  ("now")  stand 
part  of  the  Uotion  F 

Tbeir  Lordships  dmdtd: — Contents 
H;    Not-Contenta  46:    Majority  32. 

Setohed  in  the  ntgalive. 

Bill  to  be  read  2*  on  thit  iay  thret 
month*. 

PLURALITIES  BILL.— (No.  21S.) 

{ Tht  Lord  Bithop  o/  Lmion.) 

SBCom)  BKADIHO. 

Order  of  tha  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing read. 

Thb  Bishop  of  LONDON,  in  moving 
that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time, 
said,  that  it  had  already  tnice  passed 
their  Lordships'  House.  The  Bill  was 
intended  to  remedy  the  defects  of  the 
Pluralities  Act  of  about  50  years  ago. 
In  case  of  the  bolder  of  two  benefices 
being  unable  to  provide  for  the  duties 
of  oue  of  them,  and  being  unable  to 
obtain  a  clergyman  to  undertake  those 
duties  for  tha  stipend  offered,  the  Bishop 
had  now  no  power  to  interfere.  The 
Bill  would  enable  the  Bishop  to  appoint 
a  curate  in  such  cases  and  to  assign  as 
adequate  salary  out  of  the  revenues  of 
the  living.  When  benefices  warevacant 
the  Bishop  could  appoint  a  temporary 
curate,  but  at  a  salary  which  uo  curate 
wouldnowaccept.  He  had,  when  Biahop 
of  Exeter,  on  several  occasions  himself 
paid  a  curate  in  these  circumstances.  As 
the  lawnowstood  in  Wales,  no  clergyman 
conld  be  appointed  to  tha  cure  of  souls 
who  could  not  preach  in  Welsh.  But 
the  Bishop  had  no  power  to  order  Welsh 
services  to  be  celebrated.  Thb  Bill 
would  anable  the  Bishop  to  order  that 
at  least  one  Welsh  service  should  be 
held  on  Sundays.  In  these  circ 
atances  he  hoped  their  Lordships  would 
read  the  Bill  a  second  time. 


Mated,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*." 
-{The  Lord  Bithop  of  London.) 
Motion   agreed    to ;     Bill  read  2*   ac- 
cordingly, and  eomniiUd  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

POOH  LAW  UNIONS'  OFFICERS 
(IKELAND)  BILL.— (No.  214.) 

{The  JUarqucat  of  Watirford.) 
SECOND  BEiDIHO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing read. 

The  MABQUEaa  of  WATEEFORD, 
in  moving  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time,  said,  that  its  object  was  to 
enable  Boards  of  Guardians  in  Ireland 
to  give  pensions  to  ofiGoers  on  tbe  abolj* 
tion  of  their  offices.  As  the  law  now 
stood  these  Boards  could  give  pensions 
to  their  officers  on  the  ground  of  ill- 
health  or  resignation  through  old  age ; 
but  they  were  not  able  to  give  pensions 
in  cases  where  tho  offices  had  been  abo- 
lished. These  cases  would  mainly  occur 
where  Unions  had  to  be  amalgamated. 
Where  two  Unions  had  to  be  amalga- 
mated— and  there  was  a  prospect  of  such 
amalgamation — it  would  be  very  hard 
upon  the  officers  of  aUnion  amalgamated 
to  another  Union  if  they  were  turned 
out  into  the  world  without  pensions. 
The  Bill  provided  that  the  Union  which 
was  abolished  should  provide  the  funds. 
He  thought  it  only  fair  that  such  a  Bill 
should  be  passed,  and  he,  therefore, 
moved  the  second  reading. 

Movod,  "ThattheBillbenowreadS*." 
—{Tkt  Marqaeu  of  Waitrfori.) 

Motion  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2*  ac- 
cordingly, and  eommitled  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  To-morrow. 

EARLDOM  OF  MAR  RESTITUTION  BILL. 

[Tht  Sari  Iff  Boiibny.) 

(MO.    107.)      COlUtlTTEB. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  House  to  bo 
put  into  Committee  lead. 

Moeid,  "That  the  House  do  now  re- 
solve itself  into  Committee." — {The  Earl 
of  Selborne.) 

The  CHAIRMAN  of  COMMITTEES 
(The  Earl  of  Bedesdale)  said,  he  was 
surprised  that  the  noble  and  learned 
Earl  [tho  Earl  of  Selborne)  should  ask 
their  Lordships  to  go  into  Committee  on 
this  Bill,  which  was  a  tvholly  unprec«- 
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dented  measure,  and  was  nnt  really  a 

reetitution  Bill  at  all.  What  va9  at 
Btake  with  regard  to  this  Peerage  ?  The 
BUI  said— 

"  And  whcreaa  doulits  may  eiiat  whether  the 
«aid  ancient  honour,  dignitv,  and  title  of  peoraRB 
of  Earl  of  ilar,  which  bo  dcecended  t)  the  said 
lanhella,  Countcsa  of  liar,  was  or  wa«  not  pre- 
Tiouily  to  1565  by  any  lawful  meani  Biirron- 
dertd  or  merged  in  the  Crown." 

This  Peerage  had  never  heen  repre- 
Bented  in  Farliament  sinoe  it  became 
extinguished.  The  ira;  in  vhich  this 
matter  etood  iraa  rather  peculiar.  The 
gentleman  who  was  to  be  benefited  by 
this  Dill  had  oever  applied  to  the  Crovn 
claiming  to  be  entitled  to  the  dignity ; 
but  in  opposing;  another  person  who  f^t 
the  Peerage  be  refused  to  have  the 
Peeraf!;e  described  as  in  this  Bill.  The 
Standing  Orders  of  the  House  were 
Bgaint  this  mode  of  procedure,  for  they 
laid  down  that  neither  the  House  nor  a 
Committee  should  proceed  upon  any 
claim  to  the  Peerage  until  the  necessary 
Petition  should  have  been  lodged,  along 
■with  a  sfalemeat  containing  a  history  of 
the  pedigree  and  an  abstract  of  the 
proof  and  authority  upon  which  the 
claim  was  to  be  founded.  la  this  in- 
stance no  printed  case  had  been  lodged, 
and  the  only  evidence  upon  which  it 
etood  was  what  was  taken  in  their  Lord- 
shipa'  House,  some  of  it  many  years 
ago,  so  that  no  ono  could  have  gone 
through  it  without  very  great  labour. 
It  was  upon  the  evidence  on  which  this 
gentleman  refused  to  make  a  claim  that 
the  title  was  now  to  be  given  to  him  by 
Act  of  Farliameat.  This  was  a  pro- 
ceeding of  so  strange  a  character  that  if 
their  Lordships  were  not  particularly 
careful  a  precedent  might  be  estab- 
lished which  would  have  a  dangerous 
efl'ect  with  regard  to  the  future.  If  this 
precedent  were  to  be  followed,  a  man 
might  be  raised  lo  the  Peerage  by  Act 
of  Parliament  without  any  satisfactory 
proof  entitlinf;  him  to  surh  Peerage. 
Be  confessed  it  was  with  reluctance  that 
he  had  cnme  forward  in  this  way ;  but 
he  felt  it  hi»  duty  not  to  allow  this  mat- 
ter to  be  treated  in  so  summary  a  man- 
ner without  raising  an  objection  and 
bringing  it  clearly  and  distinctly  before 
the  House.  He  entertained  the  highest 
opinion  of  the  late  Lord  Chancellor,  who 
had  been  the  chief  promoter  of  this 
Bill ;  but  he  could  not  help  remember- 
ing that  the  noble  and  leai-ned  Earl 
TheJhrl^&dfidaU 


acted  as  c^iuit^el  fur  the  geotlemnn  who 
claimed  the  Earldom.  This  was  unfor- 
tunate, although  he  did  not  mean  to  say 
that  it  influenced  him  to  the  slightest 
extent.  No  one  had  yet  stated  the 
grounds  on  which  the  Bill  was  based, 
and  in  these  circumstances  he  thought  it 
would  bemost  injudicious  for  their  Lord- 
ships to  proceed  further  with  the  mea- 
sure. The  matter  required  more  inquiry 
and  more  lime  for  consideration  than 
the  few  days  given  to  it.  If  the  present 
case  was  to  be  pursued,  and  a  man  waa 
to  have  a  Peerage  conferred  by  Act  of 
Parliament,  they  would  give  up  every- 
thing in  the  practice  of  the  Honse  in 
regard  to  the  eetablishment  of  Peerage 

TnE  Eakl  op  SELBOBNE  said,  he 
had  heard  the  speech  of  the  noble  Earl 
with  much  surprise.  There  was  a  bound 
to  all  things,  and  he  thought  the  nobis 
Earl  would  have  been  satisfied  with  what 
had  already  taken  place.  When  the 
late  Lord  ^ivy  Seal  (the  Earl  of  Bose- 
bery)  introduced  this  Bill  at  the  com- 
mand of  the  Crown  he  stated  very 
clearly  the  reasons  for  its  introduction. 
In  the  course  of  that  debate  he  had 
himself  an  opportunity  of  stating  his 
reasons  for  thinking  that  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  Bill  was  right.  The  measure 
was  received  with  general  assent  on 
both  sides  of  the  House,  as  it  promised 
to  put  an  end  to  a  long  and  a  by  no 
means  convenient  controTersy.  The 
noble  Earl  stated  at  that  time  his  objec- 
tions to  the  Bill,  but  neither  he  nor  any 
other  noble  Lord  moved  to  reject  it  on 
the  second  reading.  The  noble  Uar- 
i^uess  (the  Marquess  of  Lothian)  took, 
as  be  thought,  a  very  generous  and  right 
course,  saying  that  be  would  be  very 
glad  if  the  Preamble  could  be  proved, 
and  that  in  that  case  the  Bill  might  pass 
and  thft  controverny  be  brought  to  a 
close.  But  the  noble  Marquess  added 
that  he  thought  it  right  that  the  Fre- 
a'libic  bhouid  be  proved.  The  noble 
Karl  had  treated  this  measure  as  if  it 
were  a  Bill  to  relieve  a  person  who 
claimed  a  Peerage  from  the  necessity  of 
making  his  claim  in  the  usual  manner. 
It  was  not  so.  It  waa  really  a  Bill  to 
remove  the  impediments  which  the  noble 
Earl  and  the  two  noble  Lords  who  were 
associated  with  him  in  the  former  case 
found  to  exist  in  the  way  of  the  re- 
establishment  of  this  ancient  Peerage. 
The  Committee  of  FririlegeB  found  that 
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the  Charter  of  EestituHon  of  Mary, 
Queen  of  Scots,  did  not  restore  to  John, 
then  Lord  ErsVine,  the  ancient  title  Earl 
of  Mar,  but  only  to  restore  and  reinTest 
in  him  thelaudsbelongiog to theancieot 
territorial  Earldom.  One  of  the  reasons 
urged  against  the  gentlemaa  to  whom 
this  Bill  applied  was  that  the  action  of 
the  Crown  had  raised  an  impediment  to 
the  dtgnit;  being  taken  out  by  the  per- 
son who  would  have  been  otherwise 
entitled  to  it.  It  was  to  remore  that 
impediment,  on  proof  of  the  Preamble, 
that  the  Bill  by  Her  Majesty's  command 
was  introduced.  From  year  to  year,  in 
Scotland  and  in  England,  there  had  been 
an  increasing  number  of  Peers  who  felt 
that  justice  in  soma  way  or  another  had 
not  been  done  in  this  matter,  but  did  not 
know  whether  that  failure  of  justice  was 
due  to  the  tribunal  of  that  House  or  not. 
They  promoted  what  he  would  not  ven- 
ture to  call  an  agitation,  but  a  more- 
ment  in  that  House  and  in  Scotland 
which  many  other  persons  in  Scotland 
participated  in,  and  it  was  a  fact  that 
twice  over  106  Peers,  with  the  Duke  of 
Sutherland  at  their  bead,  had  petitioned 
Her  Majesty  to  use  every  means  in  her 
power  to  get  the  injustice  whioh  they 
conceived  bad  been  done  redressed.  So 
far  was  it  from  being  the  fact  that  he 
—because  of  any  impreBsion  he  might 
bare  formed  as  the  former  counsel  for 
this  gentleman — had  taken  any  active 
steps  towards  having  this  matter  brought 
forward,  he  had  been  one  of  the  very 
last  persons  to  be  moved  in  it,  because 
he  had  felt  from  first  to  last  that  it  was 
his  duty  to  maintain  the  authority  of  the 
Committee  of  Privileges  of  that  House, 
and  he  had  done  so  again  and  again ; 
and  he  thought  that  he  was  maintaining 
that  authority  in  the  beat  way  now, 
when — instead  of  leaving  their  decision 
to  be  still  canvassed  and  a  sense  of  rank- 
ling discontent  by  allowing  things  to  go 
on  as  they  were — he  sought  to  have  the 
difficulty  removed  in  the  only  way  by 
which,  consistently  with  what  had  been 
done  by  their  Lordships'  House,  it  could 
be  done — namely,  by  removing  the  im- 
pediments which  had  arisen.  He  was 
amazed  to  hear  the  noble  Earl  say  that 
when  the  Bill  was  before  the  Select 
Committee  the  matter  had  been  exa- 
mined in  an  an  satis  factory  way.  The 
Earl  of  Kellie  was  present  himself,  and 
it  was  open  to  him  to  oppose  the  Pre- 
amble ;   but  he  preferred  —  and  with 
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great  good  taste— simply  to  assist  the 
Committee  by  pointing  out  the  objec- 
tions which  he  thought  were  to  be  taken 
to  the  Preamble.  No  other  evidence 
could  have  been  laid  before  the  Select 
Committee  than  than  which  had  been 
taken  previously  by  the  Committee  of 
Privileges,  which  filled  some  HOO  printed 
pages.  The  Select  Committee  were  en- 
gaged for  four  days  in  investigating  the 
subject,  and  all  their  Lordships  who  had 
sat  upon  it  had  the  fullest  opportunity 
of  examining  into  the  evidence  which 
had  been  taken  on  the  previous  occasions. 
In  his  opinion  no  case  had  ever  been 
more  clearly  proved  than  this  had  been. 
Their  Lordslups  upon  that  Committee 
had  had  the  assistance  of  almost  all  the 
noble  and  learned  Lords  whoever  assisted 
the  House  in  judicial  matters.  There 
was  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Black- 
burn, LordWataon,  Lord  Fitzgerald,  and 
himself,  and  they  were  all  perfectly  una- 
nimous with  regard  to  it,  while  the  noble 
Eail  alone  dissented  from  their  opinion. 
He  begged  to  move  that  the  House  re- 
solve itself  into  Committee  upon  the 
Bill. 

The  OHATBMAN  op  COMMITTEES 
(The  Earl  of  Bedesdale)  said,  he  thought 
that  their  Lordships  were  about  to  set  a 
new  and  most  dangerous  precedent. 

Motion  agreed  to  ;  House  in  Committee 
accordingly. 

Amendments  (proposed  by  the  Select 
Committee)  made  ;  The  Eeport  thereof 
to  be  received  Tn-morroie  ;  and  Standing 
Order  No.  XXXV.  to  be  considered  in 
order  to  its  being  dispensed  with. 

MEDICAL  RELIEF  DISQUALIFICATION 

REMOVAL  BILL.— [No.  20T.) 

{Tin  Earl  „f  MiUlount.) 

COMMITTEE. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order). 

Lord  BALFOUR,  in  moving  the  in- 
sertion of  a  new  clause  for  the  purpose 
of  amending  the  Bill  by  limiting  iU  ope- 
ration to  two  years,  said,  he  ventured  to 
think  that  a  matter  of  this  great  import- 
ance had  not  received  that  calm  and 
deliberate  attention  which  it  ought  to 
have  done.  There  had  been  a  great 
deal  of  recrimination  and  a  desire,  if  he 
might  say  so  without  offence  to  either 
side,  to  make  Party  capital  out  of  the 
proposal.  He  should  like,  therefore, 
that  the  final  dacision  of  the  queatioa 
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abould  be  referred  to  the  new  Parlia- 
ment. He  admitted  that  if  this  Bill 
were  not  passed  a  certain  amount  of  in- 
justice might  be  felt  for  the  first  3'ear 
or  two.  But  he  thought  that  in  a 
matter  of  thim  kind  they  ought  to 
be  very  careful  not  to  go  beyond 
the  strict  necesBitieB  of  the  case.  By 
adopting  his  Amendment  their  Lord- 
ihips,  while  giving  no  groand  for  com- 
plaint on  the  part  of  those  who  from 
ignorance  of  the  law  might  hare  incurred 
the  risk  of  disqualification  through  hav- 
ing accepted  medical  relief,  would  mini- 
mize the  evil  effect  which  would  flow 
from  the  adoption  of  a  principle  which 
might  render  the  working  claBses  less 
thrifty  than  they  had  hitherto  been,  and 
might  cause  the  adminiGtratioa  of  the 
Poor  Law  to  become  more  lax  than  it 
was  at  present.  He  thought  it  was  ex- 
tremely doubtful  whether  the  mass  of 
the  working  classes  wished  this  change 
made ;  certainly  that  was  his  informa- 
tion as  to  Scotland.  Ihe  opinion  was 
that  the  class  which  would  most  profit 
would  be  the  loafers — the  men  who  stood 
about  the  street  comers,  aud  who,  when 
work  was  found  for  them,  were  not 
ready  to  do  it.  The  judgment  uf  the 
House  of  Commons  had,  he  believed, 
never  been  taken  on  the  point  as  to  the 
limitation  of  time  of  operation  of  the 
Bill.  All  he  pleaded  for  was  that  time 
should  be  given  to  the  working  classes 
to  show  what  their  real  wishes  were  in 
the  matter,  and  if  they  did  so  he  should 
be  perfectly  satisfied.  He  begged  to 
move  the  new  clause. 

Motti,  after  Clause  4,  insert  as  a  new 
clause — 

"  This  Act  shall  conticne  in  force  tilt  the 
thirty-fint  daj  of  December,  on«  tbousaQd 
^ght  hundred  and  eighty- aovcD,  and  no  longer 
unlesa  PurliBinent  ahalL  otherwise  detnrmino." 
^{Tht  Lord  BalfQur.) 

The  Eakl  of  MILLTOWN  said,  he 
hoped  their  Lordships  would  not  agree 
to  this  Amendment.  His  noble  Friend 
bad  taken  it  for  granted  that  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill  was  wrong,  and  that  it 
therefore  ought  to  be  law  as  short  atime 
as  possible.  If  the  working  doss  were 
opposed  to  the  Bill,  nothing  would  be 
easier  than  to  repeal  the  measure ;  but 
in  what  was  vittually  a  Franchise  Bill, 
to  insert  a  clause  limiting  it  to  any 
period  was,  be  thought,  absolutely  un- 
preoedent«d.  The  noble  Lord  had  men- 
tioned a  oaas  in  which  a  sewing  maohine 
Lord  B)ilfour 


had  been  given  under  the  name  of  re- 
lief; but  relief  with  which  this  Bill  dealt 
was  medical  relief,  and  no  one,  be 
thought,  had  ever  heard  of  a  surgeon 
prescribing  a  sewing  machine  for  a 
patient.  His  noble  Friend  seemed  to 
think  that  the  receipt  of  medical  relief 

Lord  BALFOUR  said,  be  was  not 
conscious  of  having  made  use  of  such  an 
expression.  He  thought  the  remark  of 
the  noble  Lord  might  subiect  him  to 
some  animadversion.  His  Friends  near 
him  had  not  heard  such  an  expression. 

Lord  FITZGERALD  said,  he  bad 
distinctly  heard  the  word  crime.  It 
struck  him  as  remarkable  in  such  a  con- 
nection. 

Thb  Eabl  of  OAMPERDOWN  said, 
he  could  assure  the  noble  Lord  that  he 
did  use  the  word  ■'  crime." 

Lord  BALFOUR  said,  in  that  cose 
he  would  withdraw  it.  as  he  had  no 
intention  of  using  it  in  ench  a  connec- 
tion. 

Thb  EiRL  of  MILLTOWN  said,  he 
was  glad  to  give  his  noble  Friend  the 
opportunity  of  correcting  the  expression. 
He  must  oppose  the  Ajnendment,  and 
he  hoped  it  would  not  be  entertained. 

Lord  FITZQERALD  also  opposed 
the  Amendment,  and  pointed  out  that 
the  Government  had  in  taking  up  the 
question  dropped  the  clause  in  Hr.  Jesse 
Collings's  Bill  which  was  to  remain  in 
operation  for  only  a  year  and  a-half. 

The  lord  PRESIDENT  of  thb 
COUNCIL  (Viscount  Cranbhook)  said, 
that  the  principal  argument  in  favour  of 
this  Amendment  was  that  the  Bill  would 
demoralize  the  poor ;  but  be  did  not  be- 
lieve it  would  have  that  effect,  because  it 
would  not  interfere  with  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Poor  Law.  He  hoped  his  noble 
Friend  would  not  press  bis  Amendment. 
It  was  quite  clear  what  the  opinion  of 
their  Lordships  was  upon  the  subject. 

Eabl  GRANVILLE  said,  he  was  veiy 
grateful  to  the  noble  Earl  who  had  taken 
charge  of  the  Bill  for  the  ai^ument 
which  he  brought  forward  to  day  in 
favour  of  the  measure.  The  coble  Lord 
who  moved  the  Amendment  argued 
against  the  whole  Bill.  He  said  his  pro- 
posal was  a  very  modest  one,  and  eo  it 
was  from  him  considering  that  he  was 
opposed  to  the  entire  Bill.  He  did  not 
think  that  occasional  disqualification 
would  deter  a  man  from  making  applica- 
tion for  medical  reliat.    Ihe  nobis  Mar- 
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qnoss  (the  Marquesa  of  Saliabury)  the 
other  evening  used  oue  argument  with 
irbicb  he  agreed — namely,  that  on  a 
subject  of  this  kind  it  was  not  desirable 
that  this  HouBS  should  differ  from  the 
Hoiiae  of  CommouB,  When  a  proposal 
Buch  aa  that  which  had  been  by  the  noble 
Lord  traB  made  in  the  House  of  Commons 
by  a  county  Member  it  received  abso- 
lutely no  support. 

Thk  Marquess  of  SALISBURT  said, 
it  appeared  to  bim  that  the  effect  of  the 
Amendment  would  be  to  eoact  that  the 
Houses  of  Parliament  should  consider 
this  question  again  two  or  three  years 
beDoe.  He  did  not  think  tbey  hod  so 
distinguished  themselves  on  the  present 
occasion  that  tliat  would  be  a  desirable 
prospect- 
Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Commit- 
tee) leithdrawii. 

Bill    reported,  without   Amendment; 
sod  to  be  read  3'  To-morrow. 


OBSERVATIONS. 

Lord  LAMINGTON.  in  rising  to  call 
the  attention  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  the  site  of  the  National  Portrait 
Gallery,  said,  that  only  a  few  months 
ago  this  moBt  valuable  collection  was 
almost  destroyed  by  fire,  and  they  bad  a 
report  from  Captain  Shaw  to  that  effect. 
Eis  advice  would  be  that  the  collection 
at  South  Kensiugton  should  be  kept  to- 
gether, and  that  a  building  should  be 
erected  on  the  present  site.  If  there 
should  not  be  a  distinct  pledge  from  the 
Government  that  a  new  gallery  eboutd 
be  built  for  this  most  admirable  collec- 
tion next  year,  in  his  opinion  the  pictures 
might  as  well  go  to  Kensal  Green  as  to 
Bethnal  Green,  because  when  they  were 
a  few  years  at  Bethnal  Green  it  would 
be  Baid  that  they  had  been  safe  there, 
they  had  done  a  great  deal  of  good  to 
the  people  of  the  East  End,  and  that 
tbey  might  an  well  be  left  there.  He 
would  ask  the  noble  !Lord  whether,  if  the 
■niotures  went  to  Bethnal  Green,  it  would 
be  on  the  distinct  understandiug  that  the 
p-esent  Government,  if  tbey  were  in 
Office  next  year — and  thatwasnot  quite 
certain — would  erect  a  suitable  building 
for  thereceptionof  thepictures?  Amost 
valuable  picture  bad  been  received  the 
other  day  from  the  Emperor  of  Austria 


— a  picture  of  Pitt  addressing  the  House 
of  Commons  on  the  declaration  of  war 
against  France  in  1793.  That  picture 
had  been  discovered  by  the  industry  and 
assiduity  of  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Scbarf, 
who  went  to  Vienna.  Tbe  Emperor  of 
Austria  gave  it  to  Lady  Paget,  and  ehe 
presented  it  to  the  National  Portrait 
Gallery. 

Lord  HENNIKER  said,  he  thought 
every  one  of  their  Lordships  would  sym- 
pathize with  the  noble  Lord  in  bis  de- 
sire for  tbe  safe-keeping  of  the  very 
valuable  collection  at  the  National  Por- 
trait Gallery.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  First  Commissioner  of  Works 
had  given  the  question  very  careful  con- 
sideration in  consultation  with  tbe  best 
authorities,  and  he  bad  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  tbe  place  where  these  pic- 
tures were  at  present  honsed  was  in  a 
most  uuBatisfactory  state.  Another  gal- 
lery near  to  it  bad  been  spoken  of;  but 
it  was  found  that  this  was  equally  un- 
satisfactory. Id  fact,  there  was  no  place 
available  at  the  present  time  under  tbe 
control  of  the  First  Commissioner  where 
the  collection  could  be  properly  housed 
even  temporarily ;  but  he  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  this  invaluable  collection 
ought  at  once  to  be  removed.  Under 
these  circumstances,  tbe  TruBteesdecided 
to  make  a  proposal  to  the  Science  and 
Art  Department  to  take  tbe  collection 
on  loan  at  the  Bethnal  Green  Museum. 
Among  the  Trustees  were  tbe  noble  Vis- 
count (Viscount  Hardinge),  the  Chair- 
man, Mr.  Gladstone,  tbe  Lord  President 
of  the  Council,  Mr.  Stanhope,  the  noble 
Lord  who  had  brought  the  Motion  for- 
ward, Mr.  Beresford  Hope,  Sir  Richard 
Wallace,  Sir  Frederic  Ticighton,  and 
Sir  J.  E,  Millais.  No  doubt,  their  Lord- 
ships would  have  every  confidence  in  tbe 
judgment  of  such  a  body.  They  were 
unanimous,  he  was  told,  in  making  the 
proposal,  and  he  believed  tbe  noble  Lord 
(Lord  Lamington)  was  the  only  Trustee 
who  dissented.  He  had  told  their  Lord- 
ships why.  It  had  now  been  arranged 
that  the  noble  Viscount  the  Lord  Presi- 
dent should  be  requested  to  ascertain 
whether  the  offer  of  the  loan  in  question 
would  be  accepted.  Tbe  noble  Viscount 
was  tbe  Head  of  the  Science  and  Art  De- 
partaieut,  which  had  control  over  the 
Bethnal  Green  Museum,  as  well  aa  a 
Trustee  of  the  National  Portrait  Gallery ; 
and  he  wished  be  was  there  to  speak  for 
himself;  but  be  might  say  if  there  was 
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any  doubt  as  to  tbe  safetj  of  placing  the 
collection  at  Bethnal  Ureeu  that  Hit 
Biihard  Wallace  did  not  hesitate  to 
laavo  his  magoiGcent  collaction  there 
for  two  or  three  years.  The  loan  for 
obvious  reasons  would  be  a  temporary 
one  only ;  but  he  felt  Bure  that,  as  was 
the  case  vilh  the  coUectiou  of  Sir 
Bichard  Wallaoa,  which  was  visited  by 
over  UOO.OOO  persons  in  six  months,  and 
that  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  which  was 
visited  by  a  somewhat  larger  number  in 
the  year,  this  collection  would  be  most 


fully  appreciated  by  those  living  in  the 
East  Kod  of  London,  wbo  mi^bt  not 
have  such  another  opportunity  of  seeing 
these  pictures.  To  show  the  general 
interest  token  in  the  Uuseum,  he  might 
say  that  the  number  of  visitors,  taking 
the  average  of  13  years,  was  d76,0OU 
annually.  He  thought  their  Lordships 
would  fully  endorse  the  deoision  of 
the  Trustees  in  consultation  with  his 
right  hon.  Friend.  He  must  remind 
their  Lordships  that  the  Office  of  Works 
had  Qo  control  over  the  collection.  The 
duty  of  the  Office  was  to  provide  a 
proper  place  when  directed  by  Parlia- 
ment and  the  necessary  Yote  was 
granted.  It  was  impossiblo  for  the 
First  Commisbioner  to  make  any  definite 
proposals  or  give  any  dsfiaite  pledge  for 
the  future ;  but  it  was  his  inteotiou  to 
give  most  careful  consideration  to  tbe 
question  of  a  site  for  a  new  gallery;  and 
a,  as  he  (Lord  Henniker)  hoped  in  com- 
mon with  many  of  their  Lordehip!),  an 
Estimate  was   prepared  to    provide  a 

r roper  place  for  the  collection,  which  no 
ouDt  tbe  new  Parliament  would  have 
the  public  spirit  to  grant,  he  would  en- 
deavour to  have  plans  ready.  He  might 
be  allowed  to  express  his  personal  in- 
terest in  the  collection,  whi<^h  could  not 
be  replaced,  as  his  noble  ^Relative  the 
late  Lord  Stanhope  bad  done  so  much  in 
making  tbe  collection.  He  believed  their 
Lordships  would  agree  with  him  that 
his  right  hon.  Friend  had  done  all  he 
oould  under  the  circumsitances  in  con- 
junction with  the  Trustees  to  preserve  tbe 
collection  to  tbe  country,  and  to  endea- 
vour to  come  to  a  satisfactory  conclusion 
as  to  its  permanent  home. 

Hooie  odjminied  at  k  qnirtor  past  Eight 

o'clock,  till  To-morrov,  ■  quarter 

before  Ona  o'clock. 
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QUESTIONS. 


NATIONAL    EDUCATION    (IRELAKD)- 

THE  SCHOOLMASTER  OF  STKANA- 

G0JII3  NATIONAL   SCHOOI* 

CO.   TYRONE. 

Mr.  macartney  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, Whether  it  is  the  case  that  the 
salary  due  to  the  late  schoolmaster  of 
StransgomisNationalSchool,  District  13, 
county  Tyrone,  has  been  withheld  from 
him;  what  cause  has  been  assigned  for 
withholding  it ;  has  the  late  manager 
opposed  the  payment,  and  given  any 
reason  founded  upon  the  rules  of  tbe 
Board foreuch  opposition;  is  the  teacher's 
salary  for  the  quarter  ending  September 
•lOtb  1683  legally  due  to  him  ;  if  so,  will 
it  be  paid ;  and,  if  it  be  not  paid,  whst 
remedy  has  the  teacher  ? 

Thb  chief  SEOEETAEY  (Sir 
WiLUAu  Habt  Dtke):  The  salary  is 
withheld  in  this  case  because  the  teacher, 
after  bis  resignation,  locked  up  the 
sobool-mom,  which  is  parochial  pro- 
perty, and  has  refused  to  give  up  pes- 
session  of  it.  Be  has  been  repeatedly 
warned  by  tho  Commissioners  that  his 
ulary  cannot  be  pud  until  he  gives  up 
possession  of  the  roon. 
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HOYAL  IRISH  CONSTABULAHY— EXTRA 
POLICE  AT  PORTADOWN. 

Mb.  macartney  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lard  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, Whelher  it  ia  a  fact  that  head 
constable  Egan,  of  Fortadown,  upon 
the  16th  instant,  telegraphed  to  Armagh 
for  extra  police  to  be  sent  to  Fortadown, 
without  conaulting  the  resident  magis- 
trate of  Fortadown  or  the  district  in- 
spector of  cms  tabular  7  ? 

Tub  chief  SECEETAET  (Sir 
WiLUAH  Haet  Dyke)  :  It  appears  that 
in  the  temporary  absence  of  the  District 
Inspector,  the  Lead  constable,  who  was 
acting  for  him,  telegraphed  for  extra 
police  assistance.  Be  did  not  obtain 
the  advice  of  the  Besident  Magistrate, 
though  he  endeavoured  to  do  so.  An 
unexpected  disturbance  had  arisen  in 
the  town,  and  the  head  constable  was 
quite  justified  in  the  course  he  took. 

fiEPREBENTATION  OF  THE  PEOPLE 
ACT,  1884  — THE  PARLIAMENTARY 
FRANCHISE  (SC0TLAND)-CE0FTEH3 
UNDER  £10  RENTAL. 
Me.  D.  J.  JENKINS  (for  Mr.  Fbasee- 
MAOKnrrosH)  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  Whe- 
ther his  attention  has  been  called  to  a 
report  that  certain  a^seesors  in  Scotland 
are  acting  under  the  belief  that  Crofters 
paying  under  £10  of  yearly  rent  are 
occupiers  of  land  merely,  and  not  house- 
holders within  the  meaning  of  the  Act, 
and  consequently  do  not  intend  to  enter 
such  persons  on  the  roll  of  voters;  and, 
whether  an  interpretation  of  the  statute. 
such  as  that  referred  to,  ia  not  erroneous? 
The  SECRETAEY  of  STATE  {Sir 
B.  AasnEToK  Cboss),  in  reply,  said,  this 
was  a  matter  to  be  disposed  of  by  the 
Sheriff  in  the  BegiatrHlion  Court.  If 
anyone  was  erroneously  omitted  from 
the  assessor's  list  of  voters,  he  could 
claim  to  be  entered  or  retained  upon 
the  roll,  and  the  Sheriff  had  power  to 

fut  the  mistake  of  the  assessor  right. 
Q  regard  to  the  latter  part  of  the  Ques- 
tion, he  was  advised  by  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate that  it  was  simply  hypothetical, 
and  he  was,  therefore,  not  obliged  to 
it. 


LAW  AND  POLICE  (SCOTLAND)- 

ILLEOAL  IMPOUNDING  OF  CHILDREN. 

Mr.  D.  J.  JENKINS  (for  Mr.  F&ueb- 

Maokintosh)  asked   the  Secretary   of 
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State  for  the  Home  Department,  Whe- 
ther his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
circumstance  of  a  party  of  men.  including 
several  estate  officials,  riolenlly  driving 
thirty-three  head  of  cattle,  vith  fitteea 
children,  many  of  tender  age,  who  were 
tending  them  off  b  grazing  near  South 
Shawbost,  in  the  Island  of  Lewes,  on 
the  21st  April  1883,  into  a  pound  con- 
structed  of  stone  walls  G  to  B  feet  high, 
belonging  to  the  tenant  of  Dalbeg ; 
whether  the  children  were  so  impounded 
for  several  hours,  and  when  released  by 
their  relatives  forcing  the  gate,  found  in 
a  state  of  alarm  and  great  exhaustion  ; 
and.  whether  any  iuveatigalion  was 
made  by  the  Procurator  Fiscal ;  and,  if 
not,  whether  he  will  cause  inquiry  now 
to  be  made  ? 

The  SECRETAEY  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AsanETON  Cboss),  in  reply,  said, 
he  bad  received  a  telegram  from  the 
Procurator  Fiscal  at  Stornoway  in  refer- 
ence to  this  Question.  It  was  to  the 
effect  that  some  Shawbost  crofters  last 
winter  demolished  a  fence  separating 
their  grazing  from  a  tacksman's  farm, 
and,  contrary  to  the  tacksman's  remon- 
strances, placed  their  cattle  upon  ground 
whioh  had  been  In  his  ocoupancy  for 
many  years.  In  April  last,  33  head  of 
cattle  were  penfolded,  but  the  children 
who  were  herding  the  cattle  were  not 
interfered  with.  The  children  followed 
the  cattle  of  their  own  accord.  At  night 
the  owner  of  the  cattle  and  others  for- 
cibly released  the  cattle  from  the  pen- 
fold.  The  Procurator  Fiscal  went  on  to 
say  that  the  case  was  reported  by  him 
to  the  Grown  Counsel,  who  directed  that 
no  further  proceedings  should  be  taken. 
The  tacksman  sued  the  crofters  in  the 
Small-Debt  Court,  and  obtained  decrees 
fur  trespass  money  and  damage  to 
grazing ;  but  no  complaint  was  ever 
made  to  the  Procurator  Fiscal  on  behalf 
of  the  children. 

CORPORATE  BODIES    (METROPOLIS)- 
THE   CITY  FELLOWSHIP  OF 
PORTERS. 
Mb.  BRYCE  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  tor  the  Home  Department,  Whe- 
ther he  is  aware  of  the  present  unsatis- 
factory condition  of  the  Fellowship  of 
Porterit  of  the  City  of  L'lndon,  and  in 
particular  of  the  facts  following,  viz.: — 
That,  in  spite  of  a  new  Act  of  Common 
Council  passed  in  1884,  the  expenses  of 
the  management  of  the  body  are  ont  of 
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all  proportion  to  its  resonrcea;  that  the 
capital  funds  are  being  reduced  ovnng 
to  the  relatively  large  amount  of  the 
ansual  expenditure;  that  the  stats  of 
the  accounts  has  caused  the  greatest 
dissatisfaction  to  members  of  the  body ; 
that,  by  a  recent  decision  in  a  court  of 
Law,  the  bye-laws  of  the  Society  have 
been  held  to  be  invalid;  and  that  the 
Court  of  Common  Council  have  been 
more  than  once  petitioned  with  a  view 
to  thorough  reform  of  the  Fellowship, 
hut  without  avail ;  and,  if  he  will  con- 
sider whether  some  means  may  be  taken 
to  remedy  these  abuses,  and  a  full  and 
impartial  inquiry  instituted  into  the 
state  of  the  body  ? 

TnB  SECHErAHY  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AssBETON  Cross),  in  reply,  said,  the 
matter  was  now  receiving  the  attention 
of  one  of  the  Corporation  committees, 
to  which  it  had  been  referred  on  the 

Setition  of  the  porters  themselves.  No 
onbt,  owing  to  the  altered  times  and 
(drcumstanoes,  the  state  of  things  wss 
not  what  it  might  have  been  expected  to 
be ;  but  the  Corporation  had  no  control 
over  the  Fellowship,  which  mansged  its 
own  affairs.  He  was  informed  that  the 
last  two  allegations  in  the  Question  were 
inaccurate. 

RAILWAYS  (INDIAj-INDIAN  MIDLAND 
BAILWAY. 

Sib  CEOBQE  CAMPBELL  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  Whe- 
ther, in  the  present  depressed  condition 
of  Indian  trade  and  difficulty  in  regard 
to  Indian  finance,  he  has  given  a  Go- 
vernment guarantee  to  a  third  through 
Une  of  Railway  from  the  North  West 
Provinces  to  Bombay,  which  will  com- 
pete with  two  Government  lines  already 
in  existence,  and  will  connect  with  and 
feed  a  guaranteed  line  (the  Great  Indian 
Peninsular)  which  has  taken  the  lead  in 
resistiog  the  cheapening  of  the  rates  for 
the  carriage  of  Indian  produce  to  the  sea 
coast? 

The  secretary  OF  STATE 
(Lord  Randolph  Chobchill)  :  The 
Question  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  contains 
assumptions  and  inferences  to  which  I 
G&nuot  reply  within  the  limita  of  a  Ques- 
tion, but  which  I  content  myself  by  gene- 
rally traversing.  The  actual  fact  is  this. 
The  line  to  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 
alludes  is  the  Indian  Midland  Railway, 
of  which  the  Seoretaryof  State  in  Council 
has  sanctioned  the  oonstruetion,  giving 
Mr.  Srytt 


the  promoters  aGovemment  guarantaeot 
4  percent.  This  course  has  been  adopted 
by  the  Secretary  of  Stat«  in  Council  prin< 
cipally  in  consequence  of  the  urgent  and 
reiterated  advice  of  the  Viceroy  and  Go- 
vernment of  India. 

■  ROTAL  IRISH  CONSTABULARY- 
EXTRA    POLICE    AND    HUT   AT     LIB- 
DOONVARNA,  CO.  CLARE. 

Mr.  KENNY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
If  the  Government  now  propone  to  re- 
move the  hut  and  police  from  Kilmoon, 
near  Liadoonvama,  county  Clare  ;  and, 
if  he  Is  aware  that  no  outrages  have  oc- 
curred in  the  district  for  a  very  consider- 
able time,  end  that  there  is  no  apparent 
necessity  for  the  retention  of  this  oon< 
stabulary  post  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Sir 
WiLLiiM  Haht  Dyke):  It  is  contem- 
plated to  remove  this  hut  in  about  a 
month's  time,  should  the  state  of  the 
locality  continue  peaceful. 

BANK  CHARTER  ACT,  18(6— THE  IRISH 
BANKS-NOTE  ISSUE. 

Mb.  gray  asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  Whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  average  value  of  the  notes 
issued  by  the  Bank  of  Ireland  is  more 
than  a  million  lesa  than  that  authorised 
by  the  Act  of  1845;  and  that  the  average 
itsned  by  the  Provincial  Bank  is  abont 
one-quarter  of  a  million  less  than  is  au- 
thorised by  the  same  Act;  while  the 
average  of  the  Belfant  Banking  Company 
is  £100,000,  of  the  Ulster  BankingCom- 
pany  over  £200,000,  the  Northern  Bank- 
ing Company  about  £100,000,  and  of 
the  National  Bank  is  £SOO,000  more 
than  is  authorised  by  the  Act  of  1845, 
against  which  these  four  latter  Banks 
are  required  by  law  to  keep  gold  in  their 
vaults ;  and,  whether,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, he  will  take  into  considera- 
tion  the  propriety  of  amending  the  Aot 
of  1845  so  as  to  bring  the  authorised 
issue  more  into  proportion  with  the 
actual  issue  used  by  the  public  of  notes 
of  each  Irish  Bank,  and  bo  as  to  give 
to  the  Banks  which  have  not  now  au- 
thority to  issue  note;  power  to  do  ao 
under  proper  restrictions  and  safe- 
guards f 

ThkCHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  Without  endoning  completely 
the  figures  of  the  hon.  Member,  1  am 
aware  that  there  is  a  conaiderable  vaha- 
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tion  in  the  if  sues  of  the  privileged  banks 
ia  Ireland,  the  tvo  banks  named  b;  bini 
issuing  less,  the  otbers  issuing  more. 
than  tbe  unsecured  circulation  permitted 
to  them  by  Sir  Bobert  Peel's  Act ;  but  I 
am  not  prepared  upon  thia  fact  alone  to 
disturb  tbe  arrangement  made  by  Sir 
Bobert  Peel,  which  has,  on  the  whole, 
worked  satisfactorily  for  a  period  of  40 
years.  The  matter  is,  of  course,  one  of 
very  great  importance  and  difficulty,  and 
if  tbe  present  arrangements  were  dis- 
turbed other  questions  would  be  raised 
beyond  that  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 
has  ia  his  misd. 

THE  NAVY  LT3T— WARRANT 
OFFICERS. 

Captain  PRICE  asked  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty,  Whether  there  is  aoy 
objeotioa  to  retaining  the  names  of  re- 
tired Warrant  Offioare  on  the  Kavy 
List,  in  the  same  way  as  those  of  other 
Officers  ? 

Thb  first  lord  (Lord  QzoBaB 
Hamilton):  There  would  be  no  objeo- 
tioQ  to  this  proposal  being  adopted  for 
warrant  officers  retired  in  future ;  but  it 
Bonld  not  be  made  retrospeotiTS  without 
a  great  deal  of  difficulty,  and  therefore 
I  tAtnk  it  would  be  advisable  to  leave  the 
Kavy  List  aa  It  is. 

TRAMWAYS  AND  PDBLIO  COMPANIES 
(IRELAND)  ACT,  1883. 

Ur.  BiaGAB  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
If  he  will  inform  the  House  whether,  in 
the  Orders  in  Council  confirming  the 
presentments  of  Qrand  Juries  for  ba- 
ronial guarantees  under  "The  Tram- 
ways and  Publio  Companies  (Ireland) 
Act,  1B8.J,"  the  provisions  required  by 
the  loth  Clause  (sub-seotion  S)  of  the 
Aot,  with  respect  to  the  inspection  of  the 
works,  have  been  insertea ;  if  he  will 
■tate  how  many  Tramways  and  light 
Bailways  are  in  course  of  construotton 
under  the  Act  referred  to  ;  and,  if  any 
inspections  have  so  far  been  made ;  and, 
if  eo,  whether  the  reports  of  the  inspeo- 
tors  will  be  stibmitted  to  Parliament? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Sir 
WiLLUH  Habt  Dtke)  :  The  Rules  of 
the  Privy  Council  under  the  Tramways 
Act  make  due  proviHioQ  for  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  works  by  the  County  Sur- 
veyor, a  copy  of  whose  Beport  must  be 
sent  to  the  Board  of  Works.  The  Board 
inform  me  that  they  hare  not  yet  re. 


oeived  any  suoh  Reports,  and  until  they 
do,  or  until  they  have  before  them  the 
accounts  which  the  Act  requires  them  to 
be  furnished  with,  they  have  no  means 
of  knowing  what  lines  are  iu  course  of 
construction. 

INLAND  REVENUE— STAMPS-STAMP 
DISTRIBUTORS  IN  DUBLIN. 

IIr.  gray  asked  the  Postmaster 
General,  Whether  the  discount  of  two 
shillings  on  each  £10of  postage  stamps, 
formerly  enjoyed  by  the  stamp  distri- 
butors in  Dublin  has  been  discontinued ; 
whether  tbe  discount  on  bill  stamps, 
which  used  to  be  ten  pence  on  each  £1 
sterling,  is  now  only  four  shillings  on 
each  £10;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  is 
aware  that  these  facts,  in  conjunction 
with  the  fact  that  tbe  Inland  Revenue 
Department  has  undertaken  the  sale  of 
law  stationary  at  the  Four  Courts,  Dub- 
lin, at  a  mere  shade  over  cost  price,  con- 
stitute grievances  amongst  the  stamp 
distributors  upon  which  they  have  peti- 
tioned the  Postmaster  General ;  and, 
whether  he  will  consider  the  desirability 
of  removing  or  mitigating  those  griev- 
ances? 

The  SECBETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  Henry  Holland)  :  The 
noble  Lord  has  asked  me  to  answer  this 
Question.  The  discount  on  postage 
stamps  has  been  discontinued  for  some 
years  throughout  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  that  on  bill  stamps  was  reduced  as 
stated  from  the  beginning  of  1878. 
These  changes  were  made  in  pursuance 
of  a  general  policy  of  savicg  for  the 
Revenue  tbe  amount  of  such  discounts 
wherever  this  can  be  done  without  ia- 
convenience  to  the  public.  The  sale  of 
unstamped  forms  at  the  Four  Courts  was 
undertaken  for  the  convenience  of  the 
public  and  the  Legal  Profession,  as  was 
explained  by  my  Predecessor  on  the  5th 
of  March  last.  I  can  hold  out  no  hope 
that  these  arrangements  will  be  departed 
from. 

THE  ECCLESIASTICAL  COMMISSIONEBa 
—TAXATION  OF  LEGAL  EXPENSES. 
Mr.  LABOUCHERE  asked.  Whether 
the  costs,  charges,  and  expenses  of  the 
Solicitors  and  Surveyors  employed  by 
the  Ecclesiastical  and  Church  I'^stales 
Commissioners,  and  whether  charged 
against  the  Commissioners  or  other 
parties  coni.-emed  in  the  Church  Estates, 
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are  aubmitted  for  taxation  to  the  proper 
officers  of  the  Supreme  Court  ? 

The  secretary  or  STATE  {Sir 
S.  AsaHETON  Cboss),  id  reply,  said,  he  had 
received  a  Memarandum  from  the  Eccle- 
aiastical  OommissionerB,  to  the  effect  that 
from  1842  to  1BG7  tho  bills  of  cosU  and 
charges  to  be  paid  by  tho  Ecclesiastioal 
GommiBsionera  to  solicitora  woro  taxed 
by  one  of  the  Uasters  in  Queen'a  Beach  ; 
but  in  18G7  ho  refused  to  undertake  the 
duty,  as  it  was  not  covered  by  the 
official  salary.  Up  to  1673  they  were 
taxed  by  an  officer  of  the  Court,  and 
bIdcs  that  time  by  Mr.  Bush  Cooper. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD  asked  whe- 
ther the  right  hoQ.  Gentleman  would 
not  advise  the  Ecolesiaetical  Commis- 
sioners to  pay  solioitor  and  surveyor  by 
salary  ? 

[No  reply]. 

COUET  OF  BANKRUPTCY  (IRELAND)— 
COPYING  CLERKS. 

Mb.  FINDLATEB  asked  the  Finan- 
cial Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  The 
reason  why  the  copying  clerks  in  the 
Court  of  Bankruptcy  in  Ireland  are  paid 
much  less  for  their  aervioas  in  writing 
and  comparing  than  their  brethren  in 
the  several  Divisions  of  the  High  Court 
of  Justice  in  Ireland,  and  are  otherwise 
placed  in  a  much  worse  position  by  the 
non-allowance  of  service-pay  which  is 
granted  to  the  copyitts  in  the  several 
Divisions  of  the  High  Court  upon  a 
graduated  scale  according  to  tho  length 
of  service;  and,  will  he  make  inquiry 
into  the  matter,  and,  if  is  satisfactorily 
proved  their  grievances  do  esist,  will  he 
take  steps  to  redress  them  ? 

Thb  SECRETARY  to  thb  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  Henry  Holland)  :  The 
copying  clerks  of  the  Court  of  Bank- 
ruptcy in  Ireland  are  paid  on  a  scale 
suggested  by  the  Judge  of  that  Court  in 
lf)74,  under  which  they  can  earn  about 
£100  a-year.  The  fees  paid  by  the 
public  for  the  copying  do  not  quite  cover 
the  amount  thus  paid  to  the  copyists. 
In  the  Supreme  Court  the  fees,  being 
on  B  higher  scale,  are  sufficient  to  meet 
the  cost  of  the  copyists  on  a  higher  scale 
of  remuneration.  The  Treasury  have 
already  su^k^b'-s*^  to  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor that  the  fees  for  copying  in  the 
Bankruptcy  Court  should  be  increased ; 
and  they  would  be  prepared  to  concur  in 
any  order  in  this  sense  mad«  by  him 
Mr.  Labouchtrt 
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under  the  Bankruptcy  Act  of  1873.  It 
would  then  be  possible  to  consider  whe- 
ther the  pay  of  the  copyists  ought  to  be 


PARLIAMENTARY      ELECTIONS     (IRE- 
LAND)-THE  COUNXr  DOWN  ELEC- 
TION—THE BALLOT  ACT. 
Ma.  LABOUGHERE  asked  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
Whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  a  statement  of  Mr.  Brown,  the  de- 
feated candidate  for  county  Down,  which 
was  published  in  Th  Daily  Nnct  of  the 
Hth  instant,  that — 

"  It  is  a  fact  that  to  the  polliag  districts  of 
Nowrf,  Castle vellao,  Downpatrick,  Killkeel, 
and  ^thfriUnd,  there  was  H  majority  for  Lord 
Arlbur  Hill  of  no  lesa  than  619  vote* :  " 
and,  whether  the  arrangements  con- 
nected with  the  taking  of  votes  under 
the  Ballot  Act  render  it  impossible  for 
it  to  be  known  to  whom  the  rotes  of 
any  particular  polling  districts  are 
given? 

The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holuss)  :  I  have  been 
asked  by  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  to  reply  to  this  Ques- 
tion. The  Rules  under  the  Ballot  Act 
provide  that  before  the  Returning  Officer 
counts  the  votes  he  shall,  in  the  presence 
of  the  candidates'  agents,  count  the 
number  of  papers  in  each  ballot  box, 
and  that  while  this  is  being  done  he 
shall  keep  the  papers  with  their  faces 
upwards.  I  think  that  in  doing  this  it 
would  bo  impossible  to  know  the  num- 
ber of  votes  given  in  any  particular 
polling  district  for  the  respective  candi- 
dates, bat  a  quick-eyed  agent  would 
probably  be  able  to  form  a  pretty  accu- 
rate opinion  as  to  whiuh  candidate  had 
a  majurity,  especially  if  such  majority 
were  large.  I  may  add  that  I  have 
been  informed  by  my  hon.  Friend  tha 
elected  Member  that  he  knows  nothing 
of  the  figures  given  by  Mr.  Brown,  and 
that  he  believes  that  his  statement  does 
not  rest  on  any  adequate  foundation. 

Ma.  LABOUGHERE  asked  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Home  Depart* 
meet  whether  ho  would  not  issue  eoms 
sort  of  Circular  to  prevent  what  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Qenlleman  had  just 
said  was  easy— namely,  that  ageuts 
standing  sear  a  box  oould  see  whether 
there  waa  a  majority  for  or  against  a 
candidate  in  any  district? 
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Thb  SEOBETART  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AssHXTON  Ckoss),  in  reply,  aaid,  he 
would  inquire  into  the  matter ;  but  the 
Question  ought  to  be  addreeaed  to  hie 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  the 
"Dniveraity  of  Oxford. 

Mr.  gray  asked  whether  the  sharp- 
eyed  agent  referred  to,  who  might  form 
a  gueea  as  to  which  candidate  had  the 
majority,  wasoutside  or  inside  thebooth; 
if  the  latter,  whether  he  was  not  swora 
to  secrecy,  and  whether  the  disclosure 
of  his  guess  would  not  be  an  offence 
under  the  Act  ? 

Tub  attorney  GENERAL  pok 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  said,  the  agent 
was  authorized  to  be  in  the  booth.  As 
far  as  regarded  the  disclosure,  he  rather 
thought  that  the  offence  under  the  Act 
was  the  disclosure  of  the  vote  given  by 
a  particular  voter. 

THE  INDIAN  CIVIL  8EEVICB-AGE  OF 
CANDIDATES. 

Mb.  THOROLD  ROGERS  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India,  Whether 
the  Gorenior  General  of  India  com- 
manicated  a  despatch  to  the  India  Office 
on  the  ago  at  which  candidates  for  the 
Oivil  Service  of  India  are  admitted  for 
competition  in  England ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  will  lay  the  same  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House  f 

TnK  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Lord 
Rascolph  Chdrcsiu.),  in  reply,  said, 
no  despatch  had  been  received  from  tho 
Governor  General  of  India  exclusively 
confined  to  the  subject ;  but  despatches 
dated  the  tst  of  October,  18B2,  and  the 
12th  of  September,  1884,  had  been 
received  at  the  India  Office,  in  which 
this  subject  was  incidentally  touched 
upon.  He  should  be  very  glad  to  lay 
these  on  the  Table,  together  with  a 
seleotion  of  the  opinions  of  local  officials. 
He  could  not  pledge  himself  to  lay  all 
the  opinions  in  their  entirety  upon  the 
Table,  as  some  were  confidential.  He 
agreed  that  the  subjectwasoneof  much 
interest  and  Importance. 

EOTAL  COMMISSION  ON  THE  DEPRES- 
SION OF  TRADE  AND  INDUSTRIES. 
Mk.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD  asked  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Whether 
be  can  now  state  the  terms  of  the  Royal 
CommisBion  on  Trade  Depression,  and 
the  names  of  the  Oommissioners  ? 

Ma.  SEXTON  asked  whether  theChan- 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  uould  include 
VOL.   CCC.      [thibd  sebies.] 
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Ireland  in  the  scope  of  the  Oommission, 
or  grant  a  separate  Commission  ? 

Thb  chancellor  of  theEXCHE- 
QUER :  I  must  ask  the  bon.  Member 
for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  to  give  me  No- 
tice of  that  Question.  In  regard  to  the 
Question  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Sal- 
ford  (Mr.  Arthur  Arnold),  I  have  to  in- 
form him  that  the  terms  of  the  Royal 
Commission  are  "to  inquire  into  the 
extent,  nature,  and  probable  causes  of 
the  depreeeion  now  or  recently  existing 
in  various  branches  of  trade  and  in- 
dustry." My  noble  Friend  Lord  Iddes- 
leigh,  the  Chairman  of  the  Commission, 
proposes  lo  lay  a  Memorandum,  before 
the  Commissioners  at  the  first  meeting, 
which  will  indicate  the  scope  and  manner 
of  inquiry  at  greater  length,  and  that 
Memorandum  will  be  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment. As  to  the  composition  of  the 
Commission  I  cannot  yet  give  a  decided 
answer.  It  would  not  be  well,  I  thint, 
to  state  some  of  the  names  only.  Some 
difficulties  have  arisen  in  the  matter- 
delay  which  is  not  due  to  us ;  but  I 
shall  communicate  the  full  list  of  names 
as  soon  as  I  can. 

KAVY— H.M.S.  "CRUISER." 
Sib  JOHN  HAY  asked  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty,  How  many  officers 
and  men  have  been  invalided  or  sent  to 
hospital  fromH.M.S.  Crvittr  during  the 
last  twelve  months,  suffering  from  ty- 
phoid or  enteric  fever ;  whether  there  is 
any  reason  to  believe  that  the  sanitary 
condition  of  that  ship  is  unsatisfactory  ; 
and,  whether  he  will  cause  inquiries  to 
be  made  on  the  subject  from  the  Naval 
authorities  at  Malta  ? 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY(Mr.  Ritchie),  in  reply,  said, only 
onecaseoffeverhadoccurred.  A  Report 
had  been  called  for  and  received,  and  it 
showed  that,  so  far  from  there  being  any 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  condition  of 
the  Crviitr  was  unsatisfactory,  the  case 
was  quite  the  reverse. 

LAW   AND    JUSTICE    (ENGLAND   AND 
WALES)— THE  BIRMINGHAM 
ASSIZES  — SHERIFFS'  EXPENSEa 
Mk.  SAMPSON  LLOYD  asked  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Whether 
be  is  aware   that,    by   tiie   recent  es- 
tablishment of  Assizes  at  Birmingham 
in  addition  to  the  usual  Assizes  at  War- 
wick, very  heavy  additional  expenses 
have  fallen  on  the  Sheriff  of  Warwiek- 
S  HH^IC 
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eliire  and  his  ofUcials.  That  the  two 
]ast  Assizes  nt  Birmingham  lasted  to- 
gether 20  da;s,  and  ocrasioned  addi- 
tional expenses  to  the  sheriil  ot  about 
£400,  which  have  been  disallowed  by 
the  Treasury.  That  the  establishment 
of  these  new  Aesizes  (while  the  Bar  of 
the  Midland  and  Oxford  Circuits  is 
united  at  Birmingham}  attraoVs  at  Bir- 
mingham mnuj  additional  cltiI  causes 
which  would  otherwise  have  been  tried 
in  Staffordshire  and  Worcestershire, 
thereby  shortening  the  Assizes  for  thoes 
counties,  and  lessening  the  claims  made 
on  the  Treasury  by  their  sheriffs  iu 
respect  thereof ;  and,  whether  Her  Ma- 
jesty's QoTernment  cannot  grant  to  the 
Sheriff  of  Warwickshire,  in  respect  ot 
the  Aseizes  at  Birmingham,  similar 
allowances  to  those  granted  in  respect 
to  the  extra  gaol  deliveries  at  Warwick 
in  the  sprinK  and  autumn  1 

TkbCHANCELIX)R  of  thb  EXCHE- 
QXIEB,  in  reply,  said,  no  doubt  addi- 
tional expenses  were  incurred  by  the 
Sheriff  of  Warwickshire  by  the  Assizes 
which  were  now  held  at  Birmingham  ; 
but  the  Treasury  could  not  take  this 
into  consideration  without  opening  up 
the  whole  subject  of  allowances  to 
Sheriffs  in  respect  of  Assizes.  Upon 
the  desirability  of  doing  this  he,  at  the 
preaent  moment,  expressed  no  opinion. 

NATY— THE  EVOLUTIONAHT  SQUAD- 
RON-TORPEDO CREWS. 

Mr.  PULESTON  asked  the  CivU 
IiOrd  of  the  Admiralty,  Whether  extra 
pay  will  be  granted  to  the  men  who 
Lave  been  serving  on  board  the  tor- 
pedo boats  engaged  in  the  ETOlutionary 
Squadron  1 

The  civil  LORD  {Mr.  Ashmead- 
Babtlkct}:  The  duties  performed  by 
the  officers  and  men  employed  on  board 
the  torpedo  boats  during  the  recent 
cruise  of  the  Evolutionary  Squadron 
were  undoubtedly  of  an  arduous  and 
trying  nature,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  confer  a  strong 
claim  to  extra  pay.  It  is,  therefore, 
proposed  to  grant  the  same  extra  pay 
to  the  officers  and  men  in  question  as 
was  granted  last  year  on  the  recom- 
mendulion  of  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh 
for  the  exercises  carried  out  at  Portland. 

NAVY-DOCKYARD  EXPENDITURE. 
Mb.  PULESTON    asked    the   First 
Lord   of  the  Admiralty,    Whether  he 
Jfr.  Sampton  Ll«y4 


will  lay  upon  the  Table  the  terms  ot  re- 
ference under  which  ihe  departmental 
inquiry  into  Dockyard  Expenditure  is  to 
be  made  ? 

TuE  FIRST  LORD  (Lord  Gbokgb 
Hauiltoit)  :  There  has  been  a  good  deal 
of  misapprehension  concerning  thisCom- 
mittee,  which  was  appointed  by  my 
Predecessor,  though  I  have  nominated 
the  Chairman.  The  terms  are  to  in- 
quire into  direct  or  incidental  and  es- 
tablishment charges  at  Her  Majesty's 
Dockyards,  especially  as  to  re-classitica- 
tion  of  items,  and  securing  the  econo- 
mical expenditure  under  these  items; 
the  arrangements  underwhich  Dockyard 
expenditure  is  apportioned  to  ships ;  the 
nature  ot  expenditure  other  than  that 
charged  direct  to  ships  in  the  expense 
accounts ;  the  present  distribution  of 
these  charges  to  ships,  and  what  are 
termed  national  charges;  what  system 
of  accounts  can  be  most  advantageously 
adopted  to  insure  these  charges  being 
subjected  to  effective  supervision  and 
local  financial  audit;  and  whether  the 
payment  by  the  Qovemment  of  India 
of  10  per  cent  on  the  value  of  supplies 
to  the  Indian  troopships  ie  sufficienL 
The  object  ot  the  Committee  is  not  to 
investigate  and  report  generally  upon 
Dockyard  management  and  expenditure, 
but  to  re-classity  and  simplify  certain 
details  connected  with  the  expenditure 
with  a  view  of  subjecting  them  to  effec- 
tive supervision  and  audit. 

Sib  H.  DRUMMOND  WOLFF  asked 
whether  the  terms  of  the  reference  would 
include  au  inquiry  into  the  wages  of  the 
Dockyard  «mplnyii  f 

Loud  GEORGE  HAMILTON  e«d, 
no  such  inquiry  would  be  made  by  the 
Oomukittee ;  but  it  was  one  of  the  funo< 
fions  of  the  Admiralty  to  look  into  such 
grievances,  and  any  Memorials  pro- 
perly drawn  up  would  receive  their  at- 
tention. 

Sir  H.  DRUMMOND  WOLFF ;  They 
do  not. 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON:  They 
will. 

EGYPT— THE  INTERNATIONAL  QUA- 
RANTEED  LOAN. 
Mr.  LABOaOHERE asked  Mr. Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  Whether  he  has 
official  knowledge  that  bis  predecessor 
in  office  intended  that  the  Egyplisn 
Guaranteed  Loan  should  be  bought  out 
by  the  Bank  of  England  and  by  publia 
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tender ;  whj,  eeetDg  that  the  premiam 
at  which  the  Loan  now  Btande  shows  that 
this  would  have  caused  a  Baviiig  to  the 
E];7ptian8  of  above  £200,000,  this  ar- 
rangement has  been  altered ;  nhat  is 
the  commission  paid  to  the  issuing 
houses;  whether  any  arrangement  has 
been  come  to  aasigniDg  a  portion  of  the 
issue  to  Messrs.  BothEchild  and  a  portion 
to  Mr.  Bleichroeder  of  Berlin  ;  whether 
he  will  see  that,  in  order  to  preclude 
any  advantage  being  given  to  the  issuing 
houses  and  to  their  triends  and  clients 
in  the  allotment  of  the  Loan,  care  n'ill 
be  taben  to  insure  that  all  applicants  for 
allotments  below  a  fixed  figure  receive 
allotmenta  in  full  should  the  number  of 
such  applicants  not  exceed  the  total  to 
be  allotted,  and  that,  should  such  applica- 
tions not  cover  the  total  amount  required, 
other  applicants  shall  each  receive  an 
equal  amount  of  the  Loan,  provided 
that  allotments  distributed  in  this  man- 
ner cover  the  total  amount  required  ; 
and,  whether  he  will  cause  a  list  of  the 
applicants  for  allotment,  the  amount 
for  which  each  of  them  applied,  and  the 
amount  of  the  Jjoan  which  has  been 
allotted  to  each  of  them,  together  with 
their  places  of  abode,  their  places  of 
business,  if  any,  and  their  professions  or 
occupations,  to  be  sent  to  the  Treasury, 
in  order  that  this  list  may  be  aubmilted 
to  this  House,  should  it  decide  that  it  is 
advisable  7 

Thk  CHANOELLORof  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  I  am  informed  that  my  Prede- 
cessor in  Office  intended  that  the  Egyp- 
tian Guaranteed  Loan  should  be  brought 
out  by  the  Bank  of  England,  and  by 
public  tender.  I  very  much  doubt  whe- 
ther this  arrangement  would  have  caused 
the  saving  stated  by  the  hon.  Member; 
but  it  has  been  altered  mainly  in  conse- 
qnence  of  questions  of  an  International 
character  having  arisen  with  respect  to 
the  issue  of  what  I  must  remind  him  is 
B  loan  depending  on  an  International 
Quarantee.  The  commission  to  be  paid 
to  Messrs.  N.  M.  Bothachild,  who  are 
the  agents  for  the  issue  of  the  loan  in 
London,  is  £500  per  £1,000,000,  and 
reasonable  incidental  expenses.  MM. 
de  Gothschild  Fr^res  are  agents  for  the 
issne  of  one-third  of  the  loan  in  Paris, 
and  Herr  Bleichroder  is  agent  for  the 
issue  of  one-third  of  the  loan  in  Berlin. 
The  allotment  will,  I  presume,  be  made 
according  to  the  usual  practice  observed 
in  such  cases.     I  do  qot  see  upon  what 
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grounds  I  could  call  upon  them  to  pur- 
sue the  course  indicated  by  the  hon. 
Member,  or  to  furnish  a  list  of  the  ap- 
plicants, especially  in  view  of  the  fact 
already  mentioned,  that  two-thirds  of 
the  loan  is  offered  for  subscription  in 
foreign  capitals. 

Mb,  LA.BOUCHEEE :  I  would  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  the 
£500  per  £1,000,000  to  be  paid  to 
Messrs.  Bothst^liild  includes  the  brokers' 
commission  ;  whether  there  is  any  ar- 
raugement  by  whith  Messrs.  Knthsuhild 
have  a  right  to  take  £3,000.000  of  the 
loan  at  the  price  of  isaue,  954;  whe- 
ther there  is  any  further  arrangement 
by  whiuh  that  firm  have  a  right  to  be 
paid  the  £1,000,000  sterling  which  they 
have  advanced  at  this  'ib^ — thereby 
giving  them  a  pro&t,  taking  the  present 
premium,  of  £20,001)  upon  the  original 
£1,000,000  advanced,  and  £40,000  if 
they  cboose  to  exercise  their  option  as  to 
the  other  £2.000.0(10? 

The  chancellor  of  theEXCHE- 
QT7EB:  I  must  aek  the  hon.  Member 
to  put  these  Questions  on  the  Paper  ? 

Mb.  LABOUCHEBE  :  Perhaps  it  will 
be  more  convenient  if  I  call  attention  to 
the  matter,  and  ash  further  Questions  on 
the  Appropriation  Bill. 

TheCHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  I  think  it  would  be  well  that 
the  House  should  be  in  full  possession  of 
the  facts.  There  has,  of  course,  been  a 
Correspondence  on  the  subject  between 
Her  Majesty's  Government  and  Messrs. 
Rothschild,  and  that  Correspondence  will 
be  laid  on  the  Table  and  printed  as  soon 
as  possible. 

Mb.  LABOUCHEBE :  Will  that  Cor- 
respondence be  in  the  hands  of  hon. 
Members  in  timefor  them  to  call  attention 
to  the  matter  on  the  Appropriation  Bill  P 

The  CHANCELLOR  ofthe  EXCHE- 
QUER :  I  will  do  my  best  to  have  it 
ready  in  time. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (ENGLAND  AND 
WALESj-MR.  EDLIN,  Q.C. 
Mb.  gray  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  Whe- 
ther Mr.  Edlin,  Q.C,  has  yet  returned 
from  his  Continental  tour ;  and,  if  not, 
when  he  may  be  expected  ;  at  what  date 
he  was  granted  leave  of  absence ;  for 
what  period  he  was  granted  leave  of 
absence;  by  whom  he  was  granted  leave 
of  absence  ;  and,  on  what  ground  he  iros 
granted  leave  of  absence  f 
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The  8E0EETAET  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  A39HET0N  Cross):  Mr.  Edlin  had 
been  given  leave  of  absence  by  the  late 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, who  was  the  only  person  compe- 
tent to  grant  it.  The  leave  was  given 
on  the  date  of  the  completion  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Sessions  which  were  held  on 
June  4.  Mr.  Edlin  haa  not  bad  any 
leave  since  the  autumn  of  1883. 

Mk.  GEAY  :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man did  not  answer  the  first  part  of  the 
Queetion. 

Thb  SEOEETAET  of  STATE :  He 
has  Tetumed. 

TRAMWAYS  OHDER  IN  COUNCIL 
(lEELAND)  BILL. 

Colonel  COLTHURST  asked  the 
honourable  Member  for  county  Gavan, 
Whether  he  will  withdraw  his  notice  of 
opposition  to  the  Tramways  Order  in 
Council  (Ireland)  Bill,  so  as  to  allow 
that  measure  to  be  discussed  f 

Mb.  BIOGAB,  in  reply,  said,  he  had 
never  known  a  case  in  which  tbere  was 
HO  much  anxiety  to  have  a  Bill  defeated 
as  in  regard  to  this  particular  Bill ;  and 
he  did  not  feel  disposed  to  withdraw  his 
Notice  of  opposition,  and  thus  assist 
Sir  George  Colthurst,  who  was  a  nephew 
of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Cork 
County,  to  rob  ue  ratepayers. 


Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOE  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, Whether  he  will  authorise  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  sever  the 
connection  between  the  Galway  and 
Arran  Island  dispensaries  in  accordance 
with  the  nnauimouB  and  frequently- ex - 

grossed  opinion  of  the  Qalway  Board  of 
uardians  in  favour  of  this  chan^; 
whether  the  result  of  the  amalgamation 
is,  that  Galway  is  compelled  to  pay 
£70  a-year  towards  the  expenses  of  the 
Arran  Dispensary,  amounting  to  almost 
\*  nhiltings  in  the  pound  of  the  entire 
•.cpenditure  of  the  Arran  Dispensary ; 
ana,  if,  when  the  amalgamation  was 
originally  agreed  to  by  the  Qalway 
4oard  of  Guardians,  at  the  eugxestion 
ett  the  Local  Government  Board,  any 
intimation  was  conveyed  that  it  would 
tosult  in  such  a  heavy  addition  to  the 
already  heavily  burdened  taxpayers  of 
the  Galway  Union  ? 


.-> 


TiiE  CHIEF  SECEETAET  ;Sir  Wn^ 
LIA3I  Hart  Dyke)  :  I  do  not  see  any 
reason  to  alter  the  decision  arrived  at  in 
this  matter.  It  appears  that  the  amal- 
gamation of  the  two  districts  involves 
upon  Galway  an  additional  rate  of  about 
\\d.  in  the  pound,  which,  however,  ia 
more  apparent  than  real,  aa  the  Govern- 
ment  recoup  half  of  the  medical  officer's 
salary,  and  half  the  cost  of  mediciuee ; 
while  the  creation  of  a  separate  district 
for  Arran  would,  by  reason  of  the  small 
valuation  of  the  island,  impose  on  it  a 
burden  that  it  could  not  reasonably  be 
expected  to  bear.  I  am  informed  that 
the  probable  financial  results  of  the 
change  were  not  discussed  with  the  Gal- 
way Guardians  when  the  amalgamation 
was  effected. 

BOABD  OF  INTEKMEDIATE  EDUCA- 
TION (IRELAND)  — EXAMINATIOX 
OF  GIRLS. 
Mr.  JAMES  STtTAET  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, Whether  he  is  aware  that  a  ciron- 
lar  has  been  issued,  dated  6th  July,  by 
the  Intermediate  Education  Board  for 
Ireland,  containing  a  list  of  proposed 
changes  in  the  intermediate  examina- 
tions for  girls,  and  stating  that  the  pro- 
posed changes  will  be  taken  into  oon- 
sideration  early  in  November  next ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that,  with  a  view 
to  drawing  up  the  rules  and  programme 
for  1887,  it  is  necessary  that  a  determi- 
nation should  be  come  to  on  this  matter 
before  the  end  of  the  present  year; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  proposed 
changes  involve  the  sanction  of  a  dif- 
ferent standard  for  girls  and  boys  instead 
of  the  common  standard  at  present  exist- 
ing; whether  be  is  aware  that  similar 
proposals  have  been  repeatedly  made  or 
circulated  of  late  years  by  the  Inter- 
mediate Education  Commission  ere,  and 
whether  such  alteration,  if  carried  into 
effect,  would  prevent  women  in  many 
oases  from  being  properly  prepared  so 
as  to  avail  themselves  of  the  facilitiea 
afforded  them  by  the  Eoyal  UniversiW 
of  Ireland  by  Act  of  Parliament ;  and, 
whether,  in  consideration  of  the  facta  of 
the  case,  he  will  advise  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant to  withhold  hie  sanction  Irom 
such  a  change  in  the  standard  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECEETAET  (Sir  Wil- 
liam Hart  Dskk):  The  Board  of  Intar- 
mediate  Education  have  issued  a  Ciroular 
inviting  an  expreoaion  of  opinion  from 
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persons  engaged  in  the  education  of 
girls  OS  to  certain  propoaed  chaages  in 
ttieirprogrammeof examinations.  Those 
changes,  if  adopted,  vould,  it  appears, 
come  up  for  the  sanction  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  nest  year,  and  would  come 
into  operation  the  year  after.  Their 
effect  would  appear  to  be  that,  while 
girls  would  still  be  able  to  compete  in 
tiie  same  programme  with  boys,  they 
would  have  the  option  of  being  examiued 
is  a  course  restricted  to  girls  alone.  It 
would  obviously  be  premature  tor  me  to 
give  sach  advice  as  that  suggested  in 
the  last  paragraph  of  the  Question. 

FACTORY  ACTS  (EXTENSION  TO 
SHOPS)  BILL. 

SiK  JOHN  LUBBOCK:  asked  the 
honourable  Member  for  Stockport,  Whe- 
ther he  will  remove  the  block  which  he 
has  placed  against  the  Factory  Acts 
(Extension  to  Shops)  Bill,  and  allow 
the  House  to  consider  in  Committee  a 
Bill  to  which  thousands  of  young  per- 
sons are  looking  with  intense  intereet  ? 

Mb.  HOPWOOD,  in  reply,  said, 
though  the  question  was  put  to  him  in  a 
sensational  manner,  calculated  to  put 
pressure  upon  him,  he  could  not  waive 
any  means  in  bis  power  to  secure  full 
publicity  and  discussion  before  the  pass- 
ing of  such  a  measure. 

Sm  JOHN  LUBBOCK:  In  conse- 
quence of  the  answer  of  tbe  bon.  and 
lieamed  Member,  may  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Qentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether  he  will  give  me  any 
fiuility  for  bringing  on  this  Bill  ?  There 
are  only  one  or  two  Amendments  of  a 
purely  verbal  character ;  and  though  it 
relates  to  young  persons  who  have  no 
Tote,  that  very  fact  wilt,  I  am  sure,  be 
admitted  in  itself  to  constitute  a  claim 
on  the  kind  consideration  of  the  House. 

Thk  OHANCELLOB  oftkk  EXCHE- 
QUEB :  Whatever  may  be  the  merits  of 
the  Bill,  I  can  express  no  opinion  upon 
it ;  but  if  I  gave  the  hon.  Member  the 
promise  he  asks  for  I  should  be  sub- 
jected to  similar  requests  from  many 
other  hon.  Members.  X  am  afraid,  there- 
fore, I  cannot  make  any  promise. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH— THE  CHOLERA  IN 
SPAIN. 
Me.  LABOTJCHEEE  asked  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Local  Oflvernment  Board, 
Whether,  in  view  of  the  ravages  of  the 


cholera  iu  Spain,  and  of  tlio  fact  that 
■here  are  large  imports  of  fruit  frum 
Spain,  during  tbe  latter  end  of  August 
and  in  September,  which  are  packed  in 
sawdust,  it  is  intended  to  take  any  steps 
to  ensure  that  cholera  germs  will  not,  by 
these  means,  he  introduced  into  this 
Country  ? 

The  president  (Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
Fomt):  English  ports  that  are  in  frequent 
communication  with  Spain  have  received 
much  recent  attention  from  the  Board's 
Medical  Department.  Hitherto  we  have 
no  experience  of  cholera  ever  having 
been  conveyed  in  the  manner  suggested ; 
but,  if  indications  of  its  possible  trans- 
port by  such  means  should  be  observed, 
tbe  Board  will  not  fail  to  convey  to  local 
sanitary  authorities  such  cautious  as  may 
be  requisite. 

SECRETARY  FOR  SCOTLAND  BILL. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  under  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  Bill,  to  transfer  the  perma- 
nent staff  of  the  Education  Office,  who  at 
present  transact  the  business  of  Scottish 
Education,  to  the  office  of  the  new  Mi- 
nister ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Sir 
E.  AasHETOM  Oaoss) :  I  think  it  is  rathor 
premature  to  give  any  opinion  on  this 
subject  until  we  have  heard  the  discus- 
sion on  the  Bill  on  the  question  of  edu< 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WOBKIKQ  CLASSES 
BILL. 

Mb.  gray  asked  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  Whether  he 
will  be  prepared  to  extend  the  Housing 
of  the  Working  Classes  Bill  to  Ireland  ? 

Tub  PRESIDENT  (Mr.  A,  J.  Bal- 
four), in  reply,  said,  the  Bill  was  not  a 
Government  Bill,  and  it  was  not  in  hin 
charge,  but  in  the  charge  of  the  Home 
Secretary. 

Tim  SECRETARY  of  STATE  pok 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMEMT  (Sir  B. 
AseirEToif  Cboss)  said,  the  hon.  Member 
would  remember  that  the  Commission 
which  inquired  into  this  matter,  and  on 
which  he  (Mr.  Gray)  took  so  important 
a  part,  did  not  inquire  into  the  rural 
districts  of  Ireland,  He  did  not  know 
whether  the  Question  of  the  hon.  Mfm- 
ber  ajiplicd  to  towns. 
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RAILWAYS  (INDIA)  —THE  CANDvVHAit 
AND  QUETl-A  RAILWAY. 

Sir  henry  TYLER  asked  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  India,  "Whether  the 
Bailway  is  being  pushed  forward  in  the 
directioa  of  Candahar,  and  for  what 
leDRth  and  to  within  what  distance  of 
Cadabar  it  has  already  been  authorised  ; 
and,  what,  if  any,  further  length  is  con- 
templated ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Lord 
Randolph  Chukchill)  :  The  continua- 
tion of  the  railway  from  Quetta  has  been 
sanctioned  to  extend  30  miles  in  a  north- 
westerly direction  to  a  place  called  Shebo. 
I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  further  in- 
tention to  continue  the  railway  beyond 
that  point  at  present ;  but  I  may  tell 
the  faon.  Member  that  a  very  large  ac- 
cumulation of  railway  material  is  being 
concentrated  at  Quetta,  so  that  if  com- 
mercial and  political  interests  should 
appear  at  any  time  to  he  favourable  the 
line  might  be  continued  without  any 
great  delay  in  the'  direction  of  Can- 
dahar. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN :  Will  the  noble 
Lord  gi»e  any  assurance  that  the  House 
vill  be  consulted  before  any  sanction  is 
given  to  extending  the  Quetta  Railway 
beyond  Shebo — that  is,  beyond  the  rail- 
way sanctioned  in  the  Government  of 
India's  despatch  of  September  the  22nd, 
1S84? 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL : 
I  am  afraid  I  cannot  make  that  promise. 
There  is  not  the  slightest  probability  of 
the  railway  being  completed  to  Shebo 
at  the  earliest  before  1886,  and  as  to 
what  may  happen  in  1667  I  cannot  tell 
the  hou.  Member. 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  (ANIMALS} 
ACTS-SWINE-THE  ORDERS 
JN  COUNCIL. 
Mr.  E.  H.  PAGET  asked  the  Cban- 
collor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lnncaster,  Whe- 
ther, with  reference  to  his  reply  of  13th 
■  and  in  view  of  the  fiitt  that  the 
f  the  Council  are  now  advised 
loal    Authorities    have  not  the 
inderoxieting  Orders  of  Countil, 
el  the  cloansiug  and  disinfecting 
aes  UEed  by  dealers  in  swine,  be 
ve  their  Lordsliips  to  issue  an 
r  Council  to  enable  Local  Autho- 
<  deal  effectively  with  such  prc- 
ind  thus  prevent  the  spread  of 


TuF. CHANCELLOR  oftiieDUCHY 
(Mr.  Ciiaplin)  :  My  hou.  Friend  appears 
to  bo  under  some  misapprehension  in 
saytug  that  the  Lords  of  the  Council  are 
advised  that  Local  Authorittes  have  not 
the  power  to  compel  the  disinfection 
of  premises  used  by  dealers  in  swine 
under  the  existing  Orders  in  Council. 
That  is  a  statement  which  applies  solely 
to  premiees  which  are  not  conneoted  in 
any  wav  with  market*,  or  sale-yards,  or 
places  of  that  kind.  Where  they  are  so 
connected  the  Local  Authorities  have 
ample  powers  under  the  existing  Orders 
already.  I  should  be  very  glad  to  go 
further,  and  tomeet  the  views  of  the  hon. 
Member  if  I  could.  But  it  appears  to 
me  that  it  would  be  exceedingly  difEcuU 
to  define  who  is  and  who  is  not  a  dealer 
in  swine,  and  I  do  not  see  at  present  bow 
his  object  can  be  attained  without  re- 
quiring private  owners,  however  healthy 
their  animals,  to  disinfect  their  premises 
all  over  the  country ;  and  that  is  a  course 
which  it  appears  to  me  would  not  be  ex- 
pedient. 

EGYPT  —  THE  INTEBNATIONAL  ODA- 
RANTEED  LOAN. 

Mr.  TILLIEES- STUART  a*ked  Jfr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Whether 
the  present  market  value  of  French 
Three  per  Cents,  is  about  60  per  cent. ; 
whether  that  of  Russian  Four  per  Cents. 
is  about  80 ;  whether  that  of  Italian 
Five  per  Cents,  is  about  99 ;  whether 
that  of  English  Three  per  Cents,  is  about 
par;  whether  the  New  Egyptian  Three 
per  Cent.  Loan  is  to  be  brought  out  at 
9j.1  per  cent. ;  whether  this  issue  price 
is  determined,  not  by  the  National  credit 
standard  of  any  Foreign  State,  but  fay 
that  of  England  ;  whether  it  is  England 
that  is  ultimately  responsible  for  the 
payment  of  the  dividends  and  capital; 
and,  whether  the  additional  interest  ac- 
quired in  Egypt  by-England  in  ronse- 
(jufnceof  her  guarantee  will  be  weakened 
)>y  the  nominal  share  taktn  in  it  by 
Fiireign  Powers,  or  his  hand  rendered 
leas  fiee  in  dealing  with  Egyptian  re- 
forms P 

The  CHANCELLOR  OFTHE EXCHE- 
QUER: The  prices  quoted  by  tbehon. 
Member  are  no  doubt  correct.  I  cannot 
undertake  to  say  how  far  thoissuepriceuf 
the  new  Egyptian  Loan  is  determined  by 
the  credit  standard  of  England.  Various 
other  circumstances  mast  b*  considered 
as  elements  i  n  the  detsrminKtion  of  muIi 
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price.  The  reHponsibility  of  Engknd  is 
tiio  eanie  a^  that  of  th^  other  guaran- 
teeing Powers,  except  Kussia — namely, 
a  joiot  and  eeyeral  guarantee  for  the 
regalar  pajmect  of  the  annuity  of 
£315,000  required  for  the  purpose  of  the 
loan.  The  question  of  the  effect  of  a 
joint  guarantee  on  the  interests  of  Eog- 
land  in  Egypt  involves  matter  of  opinion 
rather  than  of  fact.  If  the  hen.  Q-entle- 
man  wishes  to  knoir  my  opinions  on  the 
Bubject  he  will  find  them  expressed  in 
thft  debate  of  last  spring ;  but  this  coun- 
try being  pledged  to  the  Convention,  of 
course  it  was  our  duly  to  carry  it  out. 

Mb.  VILLIERS-STUAET  :  I  hope 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  be  able 
to  give  a  re-assuring  answer  as  to  the 
effect  of  the  joint  guarantee  upon  the 
freedom  of  the  hands  of  En^^nd  in 
carrying  out  reforms. 

Mr.  ARTHUE  AENOLD:  I  wish 
to  know  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  lay  on  the  Table  tbe  Corre- 
Bpoadence  with  foreign  Governments  on 
this  subject? 

TheCHANCELLOEoftheEXOHE- 
QTTEB :  I  cannot  answer  tliat  Question 
without  Notice. 

PARLIAMENT  —  BUSINESS    OF    THE 

HOUSE -THE  CiaUINAL  LAW 

AMENDIIENT  BILL. 

CAPTAtM  PRICE :  I  wish  to  ask  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Ezohequer,  Whelher, 
oonsidering  the  great  interest  taken  in 
the  Criminal  Law  Amendment  Bill,  he 
will  make  that  Bill  tbe  first  Order  after 
the  Beport  of  Supply  7 

Tee  chancellor  of  theEXCHE 
QITER:  I  am  afraid  that  I  find  myself 
in  a  difficult  position  in  this  matter. 
Twice,  at  least,  I  have  given  a  distinct 
promise  to  the  House,  and  especially  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  late  Post- 
master General,  that  the  Telegraph  Acts 
Amendment  Bill  should  follow  the  Re- 
port of  Supply.  I  do  not  think  that  I 
can  fairly  depart  from  that  promise, 

Ms.  8HAW  LEFEVEE  :  I  quite  re- 
cognize the  desire  to  proceed  at  once 
with  tbe  Criminal  Law  Amendment  Bill; 
but  the  difSoulty  I  have  felt  in  po!*t- 
poning  the  Telegraph  Bill  until  next 
week  is  that  there  may  be  but  fetv 
Members  left  in  the  House  to  discuss  it. 
I  would  suggest,  however,  that  the  Oo- 
vemment  should  put  tlie  Telegraph 
Bill  down  as  the  second  Order  for  to- 
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morrow,  and  that  if  the  Citminal  Law 
Amendment  Bill  is  not  conoludud  by  12 
o'clock  Progress  shnuld  be  reported. 

The  OHANOELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  No,  Sir ;  I  cannot  agree  to  that 
suggestion.  It  might  be  that  the  House 
would  be  in  the  middle  of  a  discuaeion 
on  important  points  in  the  Bill,  and  we 
should  have  to  report  Progress  in  order 
to  proceed  wilh  the  other  measure. 
There  is  a  universal  feeling  that,  at  any 
rate,  the  Telegraph  Bill  should  not  be 
u!>ed  to  delay  the  progress  of  the  other 
Bill ;  and  if  the  House  is  willing  to  con- 
sent to  it  I  should  suggest  that  we 
should  proceed  with  the  Committee  on 
tbe  Telegraph  Bill  to-night,  on  the  uu- 
detistanding  that  whatever  happens  it 
should  not  be  continued,  say,  beyond 
9  o'clock. 


8i»  EGBERT  FOWLER  (Lord 
Mayor)  :  I  should  like  to  ask  the  noble 
Lord  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
When  he  proposes  to  bring  in  the 
Indian  Budget  ?  If  the  noble  Lord  can- 
not answer  me  I  will  put  tbe  Question 
to  the  Chancellor  of  the  EMchequer. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Lord 
Raxdolfh  Churchill)  :  I  should  be 
greatly  obliged  to  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
if  he  will  obtain  that  information  for  me 
Irom  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

TheCHANCELLORofthbEXCHE- 
QIJEB :  I  am  afraid  I  cannot  answer 
the  appeal. 


Me. O'BRIEN  (for Mr.  Harkimotok): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  tbe  Ad- 
miralty, Whether  it  is  true  that  the 
Divisional  OfBcer  of  Coastguards  in 
Dundalk,  when  visiting  the  stations  in 
his  distritt,  compels  the  Coastguards  to 
groom  and  attend  his  horse  ;  and,  who- 
tiiBT,  on  the  ocoastun  of  these  official 
visits,  be  is  in  the  habit  of  raising  re- 
ligious controversies  with  tbe  Catholio 
coastguards  under  his  command? 

The  first  LORD  (Lord  Geoegb 
Hamilton),  is  reply,  said,  he  had  re- 
ceived a  communii-ation  from  the  Di- 
visional OfBcer  of  Coastguards  in  Dun- 
dalk altogether  denying  tbe  allegation 
contained  in  tbe  Question  of  tbe  hon. 
Member. 
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PAEUAMENT— BUSINESS  OF  TDE 
HOUSE. 

Sib  GEOEQE  CAMPBELL :  Can  tho 
right  hon.  GeDtlemaD  give  tho  House 
any  further  information  with  regard  to 
the  courBe  of  BuEiness,  especially  with 
regard  to  the  taking  of  iSatuiday  Sit- 

The  CHANCELLOE  of  niKEXCnE- 
QUEE  :  I  have  made  some  inquiries  as 
to  tho  taking  of  Saturday  Sittings;  but 
I  find  that  tho  objections  are  so  con- 
siderable that  I  cannot  promiae  to  take 
them.  I  oannot  make  any  further  state- 
ment as  to  the  progress  of  Business 
until  ve  see  our  way  more  clearly. 

PAKLIAMENTAEY  ELECTIONS-EYE 
ELECTION. 

Mb.  LABOrCUERE  asked  Mr. 
Attorney  Qeneral,  Whether  he  U  aware 
that  the  returning  o£Gcor  in  tho  recent 
bye  election  at  Eye  has  charged  £131 
10*.  id.  for  tho  oCacial  coals  of  taking 
808  votes,  or  an  averageof  nearly  34.  4d. 
per  vote  ;  whether  ho  is  aware  that  this 
chaise  averages  por  vote  a  larger  amount 
than  has  been  charged  at  any  previous 
election  since  the  passing  of  the  Act 
limiting  the  expense  of  returning  offi- 
cers ;  and  whether  the  cbarga  is  legal  ? 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sit 
EiCHABT  Websteb),  in  reply,  said,  he 
believed  the  amount  charged  by  the  Re- 
turning Officer  was  accurately  stated  in 
the  Question  ;  but  ho  would  remind  tho 
hon.  Member  that  all  these  charfiea 
were  fixed  by  the  Schedule  in  the  Ito- 
tuming  Officers  Bill,  1676.  The  question 
whether  the  charges  were  legal  depended 
on  whether  the  items  were  in  accordance 
with  tho  Schedule,  and  he  had  no  means 
of  arriving  at  what  those  items  were. 

In  reply  to  Sir  Henry  James, 

The  attorney  GENERAL  said, 
ho  had  only  looked  nt  the  Schedule 
summarily;  but  ho  wouM  obtain  tho  in- 
formation, add  up  tho  items,  and  see  if 
they  were  in  accordance  with  the  Sche- 
dule. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  BAY. 


SUPPLY.— REPORT. 
Rosolutiona  [29th  July}  rtportcd. 
Resolution  1. 

Mb.  sexton  said,  that  before  th 
Estimata  waa  adopted  by  the  House  I 


[COMMONS}  Report.  628 

wished  to  declare  emphatically  that  in 
hia  opinion,  and  in  iho  opinion  of  those 
who  from  their  election  were  concerned 
in  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  the  Department 
of  National  Education  did  not  merit  the 
confidence  reposed  in  it,  and  did  not  use 
the  power  in  its  hands,  either  intelli- 
gently in  furtherance  of  puhlio  educa- 
tion, or  fairly  in  the  interests  of  the 
teachers  themselves.  They  had  good 
and  euf&cient  reasons  for  entertaining 
this  opinion,  some  of  which  were  stated 
yesterday.  There  were  others  which 
could  not  be  outlined  within  the  com- 
lOSB  of  an  ordinary  debate.  The  Chief 
lecretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  had 
yesterday  excused  himself  from  ezpreae- 
ing  an  opinion  on  the  subject,  as  he  had 
not  had  time  to  examine  into  the  ques- 
tion. He  would,  however,  ask  the  Head 
of  the  Government  what  tbey  were  going 
to  do  during  the  Recess  ?  He  would  asic 
them,  would  they  specially  investigate 
the  constitution,  rights,  and  methods  of 
the  Bepartment  in  Ireland  ?  He  would 
inform  them  that  one  of  the  first  claims 
of  the  Irish  Party  was  a  demand  for  the 
abolition  of  this  Department,  and  tho 
establishment  in  its  place  of  some  Board 
more  reasonable  in  its  constitution  and 
more  satisfactory  in  its  effects.  In  ordor 
that  the  Government  should  be  in  the 
position  next  year  to  deal  with  the  sub- 
ject from  information  obtained  during 
the  coming  winter,  he  believed  that  a 
thorough  investigation  should  be  mado 
into  the  working  of  the  present  Board 
of  Education  ;  and  he  would  undertake 
to  transmit  to  the  Government  a  Memo- 
randum setting  forth  the  grounds  upon 
which  he  and  his  Friends  held  that  that 
Departinont,  as  now  constituted,  ought 
not  to  be  invested  with  the  great  trust 
involved  in  the 'primary  education  of 
the  country. 

Coutr^EL  NOLAN  said,  he  wished  to 
dr4w  attention  to  one  point  upon  which 
he  claimed  that  they  irero  entitled  lo 
tho  contidernlion  of  the  Govpmment 
—  namely,  the  grievance  of  Irish 
National  School  teachers.  The  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  had  hold  them 
very  fairly  that  he  was  not  very  well 
acquainted  with  the  subject;  but  it  was 
one  with  which  the  Chancellor  of  ths 
I'^xchequer  was  acquainted.  In  Com- 
mittee the  previous  day  there  had 
been  nobody  on  tho  Front  Opposition 
Bench  to  apeak  on  the  subject  oa  behalf 
of  the  late  Qoverament,  as  oil  its  Mem- 
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Iwni  were  conspicuous  by  their  absnnce. 
He  believed  tbat  it  was  admitted  by  all 
teetioDs  of  the  Houae  that  the  Irish 
Mthoohnasters  were  wretchedly  paid,  as 
were  also  the  schoolmiBtreBses ;  and  he 
believed  that  he  waa  justified  in  asking 
the  OoTamment  to  provide  some  remedy 
for  them  in  the  next  Parliament. 

Hs.  LEWIS  aaid,  that  the  opinions 
u  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  pay  of  the 
teachers  were  not  confined  by  any  means 
to  the  Benchps  opposite.  In  Committee 
ID  this  House,  and  otberwise,  Uemfaers 
sitting  on  hta  side  of  the  House,  over 
and  over  again,  had  stated  their  belief 
thstthe  condition  of  these  poor  teachers 
was  pitiable  in  the  extreme.  Tbs  sub- 
ject was  one  vbioh,  as  a  matter  of 
common  justice,  demanded  the  earnest 
attention  of  the  Oovemment. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  said,  that  be- 
fore the  right  hon.  Gentleman  replied 
he  wished  to  say  a  very  few  words.  The 
hoa.  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton),  in 
his  remarks  with  regard  to  the  Educa- 
tion Department,  voiced  the  opinions 
of  ereiy  single  Uember  from  Ireland. 
It  wonld  be  rather  too  much  for.  them 
to  have  to  state  all  the  causes  of  com- 
plaint which  they  had  against  that  De- 
psrtment.  It  was  a  Department  which 
bsd  dittinguished  itself  by  two  leading 
characteristics — secrecy  and  despotism. 
Thste  was  one  point  upon  which  he  bs- 
Ueved  they  wonld  have  to  ask  either  the 
Chief  Secretary  or  the  ChanceUor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  give  them  an  immediate 
snurance.  The  inspectorships  of  schools 
in  Ireland  had  been  one  of  the  highest 
snd  moet  valuable  prizes  whioh  were 
open  to  the  teachers  under  the  competi- 
tive system.  He  had  received  recently 
a  letter  informing  him  that  the  Board 
of  Education  proposed  to  abolish  the 
competitive  system  for  these  valuable 
appointments,  and  to  substitute  a  sys- 
tem of  nomination,  thereby  doing  a 
great  and  flagrant  injustice  to  the  great 
mass  of  the  Irish  teachers.  He  believed 
thst  snch  a  step  should,  before  being 
carried  into  effeot,  be  submitted  to  the 
judgment  of  the  House.  He  would  warn 
the  Govemment  that  were  such  a  retro- 
grsde  and  revolutionary  change  made  it 
would,  on  very  many  oocasionti,  form  the 
subject  of  discussion  in  the  House. 

Ma.  DAWSON  said,  that  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  when  Chief  Se- 
crataryforlreland.had  known somethiog 
of  the  subject  of  education  in  Ireland, 
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and  he  regretted  that  be  had  not  held 
the  Office  for  a  greater  length  of  time, 
as  he  believed  tbat  if  be  had  be  would 
have  modified  a  great  blot  which  wos 
presented  in  the  case  of  the  National 
system  of  education  in  Ireland.  These 
schools  cost  the  country  £36,000  a-year, 
and  out  of  this  only  £3,000  was  de- 
voted to  the  benefit  of  the  students.  He 
also  complained  that  some  of  the  Bchools 
in  Ireland  which  were  intended  for  poor 
children  were  entirely  occupied  by  the 
children  of  the  upper  classes,  who  some- 
times drove  to  and  from  the  schools  in 
carriages.  He  believed  that  the  funds 
devoted  to  the  National  Schools  should 
be  used  for  the  purpose  of  converting 
them  into  Technical  Schools,  for  the 
purpose  of  teaching  the  children  how  to 
be  able  to  engage  in  various  industries, 

Mr.  cobby  said,  the  Model  Schools 
had  done  a  great  deal  of  good  in  Ireland, 
aud  he  believed  that  it  would  be  a  very 
great  pity  if  they  should  be  abolished. 

Mr.  BEBESFOBD  said,  he  had  re- 
ceived deputations  on  many  different  oc- 
casions from  the  teachers  complaining  of 
the  smallness  of  their  pay.  He  hoped 
that  the  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer 
would  be  able  to  see  his  way  to  making 
eome  improvement  in  their  position. 

Sib  JOSEPH  M'KENNA  said,  there 
was  a  consensus  of  opinion  in  favour  of 
a  new  Irish  law  with  respect  to  the 
Model  Schools  and  of  the  subject  of 
education  in  Ireland. 

The  OH  ANCELLOB  or  the  EXOHE- 
QTJEK :  Sir,  I  think  there  is  no  dispo' 
sition  on  the  part  of  the  House  to  re- 
sume at  any  great  length  the  debate  of 
yesterday.  I  can  only  express  my  re- 
gret that  as  the  Oovemment  are  not 
now  in  a  position  to  deal  with  the  ques- 
tion of  Irish  education,  I  am  not  able 
to  make  any  very  definite  reply  to 
bon.  Members;  but  I  can  thoroughly 
endorse  the  speech  of  my  right  bon. 
Friend  the  Chief  Secretary  yesterday. 
Though,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  we  are 
perfectly  aware  of  the  inadequacy  of 
the  pay  of  the  National  teachers,  I 
would  remind  the  House  that  there 
are  other  points  to  be  considered  be- 
yond increasing  the  pay  of  the  teachers. 
There  is  the  question  where  the  money 
is  to  come  from,  and  the  further  ques- 
tion whether,  if  we  increase  their  pay, 
we  ought  not  also  to  take  some  security 
that  they  shall  be  better  able  to  per- 
form their  duties.    These  i 
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■  hon.  Members  must  admit,  require  very 
careful  cunsideratioa  liy  tlie  Govern- 
ment and  the  House  of  Couinions.  A 
Bill  was  introduced  this  yoar  by  the 
lute  Qovernment  whioh  dealt  to  some 
extent  with  tbese  m.atters ;  aod  I  can 
only  repeat  that  the  trhole  question,  and 
not  only  the  teacbera'  remuneration,  will 
receive  the  most  terious  conBideratiou 
of  the  OoTernment,  and  we  shall  en- 
deavour to  make  some  proposal  in  re- 
gard to  it  in  the  nest  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment. If  the  Memorandum  mentioned 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Siiffo,  with  re- 
gard to  the  manner  in  which  the  Na- 
tional Board  of  Education  performed 
its  duty,  should  be  received  by  my  right 
hon.  Friend,  that  Memorandum  will  also 
reoeivo  our  moat  careful  attention. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  aaked  for  an 
answer  to  hie  question  with  regard  to 
the  subject  of  Inspectorahips. 

[No  reply.] 

Besolution  agrtti  to. 

Besolution  2. 

SiE  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  said,  that 
the  right  hon.  and  gallont  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  (Colonel 
8tanley)bad  given  the  House  somo  infor- 
mation on  this  subject  yesterday ;  but  he 
hoped  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gen- 
tleman would  give  them  much  more  be- 
fore the  House  rose.  The  notion  of  the 
Boers  in  the  defence   of    th' 

£,  which  led  to  the  fight  at  Majuba 
11,  would  go  down  to  posterity  as  a 
great  action  ;  but  he  hoped  that  action 
would  not  prejudicially  influence  Her 
Majesty's  Quvemineat.  The  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  had  prained  both 
Sir  Uharles  Wavren  and  Sir  Hercules 
Robinson;  but  he  (Sir  George  Campbotl) 
held  it  wae  totally  impossible  for  the  Go- 
vernment to  approve  of  the  course  pur- 
sued by  both,  for  nothing  could  be  more 
diametrically  opposed  than  the  opinions 
of  Sir  Charles  Warren  and  Sir  Hercules 
Bobinson.  For  his  own  part,  he  thought 
that  Sir  Hercules  Robinson  could  be  rO' 
lied  upon  as  a  "canny"  administrator, 
whereas  Sir  Charles  Warren  had  been 

fuilty  of  great  indiscretion.  Passing, 
owever,  from  that  matter,  it  was  his 
opinion  that  after  the  Government  of 
this  country  had  taken  on  themselves  so 
much  responsibility  in  regard  to  the 
affairs  of  Zululand,  and  wrought 
much  «vil  there,  they  ought  uov  to 
Thf  ChanMlhr  of  th*  E*th*jit*r 
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some  good,  and  for  that  purpose  should 
take  Zululand  under  our  own  protectiun. 
There  was  aUo  a  good  deal  to  be  said 
in  favour  of  establishing  a  great  Soutb 
African  Dominion,  if  the  taxpayers  of 
this  country  were  willing  to  find  the 
men  and  money  required  for  the  pur- 
pose. Such  a  scheme,  if  put  forward 
by  any  Government. would  deserve  every 
attentioQ.  He  could  see  no  ^igns  of  any 
settled  policy  in  South  Africa  having 
been  adopted  either  by  the  late  or  the 
present  Government.  They  had  simply 
drifted  along,  though  no  doubt  the  pre- 
sent Government  were  right  in  interte^ 
ing  as  little  as  possible  until  they  had 
laid  down  the  lines  of  a  firm  and  settled 
policy.  If  the  Government  were  pre- 
pared to  act  in  acrordanoQ  with  the  re- 
commendations of  Sir  Charles  Warren 
ft  great  deal  of  good  might  be  effected, 
butmuohexpenditurewould  be  incurred. 
The  Government  must  seriously  consider 
whether  they  were  prepared  to  establish 
a  great  Dominion  in  Central  Africa. 
Whatever  their  determination  might  he 
he  trusted  that  they  would  adhere  to  a 
settled  policy,  and  would  discontinue  the 
practice  of  temporizing. 

Mb.  WODEUODSE  said,  that  atthat 
lat«  peiiod  of  tho  Session  every  minute 
of  time  was  precious,  and  be  would  not 
detain  the  House  for  many  momenta ; 
but  seeing  tliat  the  discuaaioa  of  yester- 
day in  Committee  upon  this  Vote  whs 
confined  within  very  narrow  limits  of 
time,  and  that  the  subject  was  a  very 
important  one,  he  hoped  he  might  now 
be  allowed  to  make  a  few  obserrations, 
especially  with  reference  to  what  waa 
the  main  question  for  the  moment— 
namely,  whether  the  administration  of 
the  Bechuaualand  Protectorate  should 
be  transferred  to  the  Cape  Colony,  or 
be  retained  by  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment. Hon.  Members  had  expressed 
alarm  and  dissatisfaction  at  this  exten- 
sion of  Imperial  responsibilities;  and  he 
did  not  pretend  to  think  that  a  Protec- 
torate in  the  heart  of  South  Africa,  far 
away  from  the  coast,  was  a  light  matter. 
He  admitted  it  to  be  a  very  serious 
undertaking  i  but  the  thing  woe  done 
now,  and  it  was  too  late  to  draw  back. 
Torecedenow,  to  abandonNatives  whose 
claims  to  our  protection  had  been  for- 
mally recognized,  to  suffer  extensire 
territories  to  relapse  into  the  anarchy 
and  bloodshed  from  which  Sir  Charles 
Warren  was  sent  to  extrioats  them,  to 
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waste  all  the  fruits  of  bis  Expedition, 
to  repent,  in  eliort,  on  a.  saialler  scule, 
the  tragic  fiaseoi  of  tlie  Soudan,  would 
not  only  cover  ua  with  the  merited  ecorti 
and  derJBLon  of  the  world,  hut  would 
also  add  aaother  instance — perhaps  the 
most  flagrant  on  record — to  that  long 
series  of  racillations  and  contradictions 
of  Imperial  policj  which  all  knew  and 
confessed  to  have  been  tbe  direct  curee 
of  South  Africa.  He  would  remind  hon. 
Members  who  objected  to  this  Pro- 
tectorate that  it  had  been  founded,  so 
to  speak,  under  the  auspices  of  a  Prime 
Minister  than  whom  no  statesman  had 
ever  been  more  keeulj  sensible  of  the 
burden  of  Empire,  and  of  a  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies,  who,  of  all 
tbe  men  that  ever  presided  over  that 
Office,  was  probably  the  most  averse  to 
accept  fresh  re  sponsi  bill  ties,  and  the 
least  impulsive  or  adventurous.  Surely, 
then,  there  must  bare  been  reasons  of 
extreme  cogency  for  its  establishment 
Ha  might,  however,  be  told  that  it 
was  the  wish  of  Her  Majesty's  late  Go- 
vernment that  the  Cape  Colony  should 
undertake  the  management  of  tbe  Pro- 
tectorate without  delay ;  end  that,  un- 
doubtedly, was  their  wish  on  the  28th  of 
May  last,  as  was  evident  from  Lord 
Derby's  despatch  of  that  date.  But  if 
that  were  the  wish  and  aim  of  the  late 
Government  throughout  their Bechuana- 
lond  proceedings,  they  certainly  made  a 
most  singular  selection  of  officers  when 
they  sent  out,  first  Mr.  Mackenzie,  and 
then  Sir  Charles  Warren;  singular, 
because  both  those  gentlemen  were 
known  to  hold  definite  and  decided  opi- 
nions about  tbe  proper  methods  of  ad- 
ministering Native  territories.  Seven 
or  eight  years  ago  tiiey  were  in  Bechua- 
nidand  together ;  they  had  exchanged 
ideas,  and  worked  out  schemes  of  ad- 
ministration, and  tbe  vital  essence  of 
their  schemes  was  Imperial,  rather  than 
Colonial,  control.  Moreover,  both  those 
gentlemen  had  submitted  their  schemes 
%<i  the  Colonial  Office  before  they  loft 
England;  and  seeing  that  Lord  Derby 
had  approved  the  policy  distinctly 
sketched  in  Sir  Charles  Warren's  Momo- 
randum  of  the  29th  of  October  last— 
a  policy  whose  foundation  stone  was 
Imperial  control — it  would  be  no  sur- 
prise to  him  (Mr.  Wodehouse)  to  learn 
that  Sir  Charles  Warren  had  been  a 
good  deal  disappointed  by  Lord  Derby's 
subsequent  action.    If  Lord  Derby  dis- 


sented from  tbe  policy  indicated  in  the 
Memorauduni,  why  did  he  not  say  so  at 
the  time,  rather  than  let  Sir  Charles 
Warren  go  out  to  South  Africa  with 
misconceptions  in  his  mind  ?  And  he 
(Mr.  Wodehouse)  could  not  but  think 
that  tho  unhappy  differences  which  had 
arisen  between  ijir  Charles  Warren  and 
Sir  Hercules  Bobinson  were,  in  large 
measure,  due  to  the  ambiguous  attitude 
of  the  late  Secretary  of  State  upon  the 
fundamental  question  of  Imperial  or 
Colonial  control.  He  hoped  that  the 
preseot  Secretary  of  State  would  take 
warning,  and  make  up  his  mind  on  this 
point  with  as  little  delay  as  possible, 
because  until  it  was  settled  nothing 
would  go  right.  Eor  his  own  part,  be 
had  not  the  slightest  faith  in  the  capa- 
city of  tbe  Cape  Colony — even  if  it  had 
the  will,  which  he  greatly  doubted — to 
govern  the  Protectorate  properly.  The 
Colony  had  failed  miserably  in  tbe  far 
easier  task  of  governing  Basutotand. 
While  under  the  Imperial  Government 
the  Basutos  had  not  cost  us  a  penny  of 
money,  nor  an  hour  of  anxiety  and 
trouble.  They  were  the  best  tribe  in 
South  Africa,  tbe  moat  peaceable  and 
the  most  susceptible  of  civilization  ;  but 
a  few  short  years  of  Colonial  manage- 
ment had  half  ruined  and  wholly  de- 
moralized them  by  drink  and  fighting ; 
and  in  that  condition  they  were  banded 
back  to  the  Imperial  Government. 
When,  therefore,  thousands  of  Bechu- 
anas  and  other  Natives  had  actually 
been  invited  by  Imperial  officers  to  in- 
voke the  Queen's  protection,  he  would 
strongly  deprecate  a  transfer  and  dele- 
gation of  responsibility  which  might 
prepare  for  them  thefateof  the  Basutos, 
or  something  worse.  Besides,  he  very 
much  doubted  whether  these  Katives 
would  have  anything  to  do  with  tbe 
Protectorate  when  they  were  told  that 
they  would  pass  under  the  control  of  the 
Colonial  Government.  Did  anyone  sup- 
pose that  Montsioa  and  the  other  Cbiefs 
ia  bis  neighbourhood  had  already  for- 
gotten tbe  civilities  exchanged  rtt  Pool 
Grond,  in  November  last,  between  the 
Cape  Ministers,  Mr.  Upington  and  Mr. 
Sprigg,  and  the  freebooters,  including, 
perhaps,  ihe  murderers  of  Mr.  fiethell? 
He  [Mr.  Wodehouse)  believed  that  tho 
Chiefs  would  reject  tho  Protectorate  if 
it  were  transferred  to  the  Colony ;  and 
then,  with  a  bankrupt  Transvaal,  cbaos 
would  reign  again  in  those  regions.     If 


.Google 


535  Supply — 

the  management  of  tlio  Fiotectorato 
were  undertaken  by  the  Colony,  the 
very  magnitude  of  the  task,  and  the 
very  weaknesB  of  the  Colony  to  execute 
it,  would  drive  Colonial  Ministers  into 
Buch  a  Kative  policy  as  would  shock  en- 
lightened opinion  at  home,  and  then  it 
would  be  impossible  to  resiaC  a  demand 
for  the  renewed  intervention  of  the  Im- 
perial Qovernmeut.  What,  for  example, 
was  the  cardinal  point,  the  »in«  qud  non 
condition  of  the  settlement  of  Bechua- 
naland  which  the  Cape  Ministers  had 

froposed  to  Her  Maj  esty's  Government  ? 
t  was  the  reoognition  by  Her  Majesty's 
Ckivemment  of  the  validity  of  those 
TreatieB  which  the  freebooters  forced  on 
Mankoroane  and  Montsioa  in  July  and 
October,  1882.  In  other  words,  the 
Capo  Ministers  insisted  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Qovernment  should  formally  re- 
cognize and  sanction  the  system  of 
filibustering  in  South  Africa.  He  did 
not  at  all  undervalue  Colonial  co-opera- 
tion ;  but  he  believed  that  all  that  was 
best  and  most  enlightened  in  Colonial 
opinion,  whether  it  were  English  or 
Dutch,  would  deprecate  the  transfer  of 
the  Protectorate  to  the  Colony,  and 
vould  be  glad  to  see  it  administered  by 
the  Imperial  Government  in  a  spirit  of 
liberality  towards  White  settlers,  but 
with  every  safeguard  for  the  territorial 
Bnd  other  rights  of  the  Native  Tribes. 
It  would  be  a  mistake  to  suppose  that 
all  the  Dutch  farmers  were  in  active 
sympathy  with  the  freebooters,  or 
actively  hostile  to  the  Imperial  Qovern- 
ment. A  certain  proportion,  no  doubt, 
of  the  Boers  were  men  of  oztremo 
opinion  and  violent  feeling,  and  these 
men  were  wont  to  come  to  the  front  in 
times  of  agitation  and  disturbance ;  but 
the  majority  of  the  Boers  were  quiet 
people,  who  cared  above  all  things  for 
peace  on  the  Frontier— peace  to  culti- 
vate tbeir  farms  and  sell  their  produce. 
And  under  a  Government  that  gave 
them  tranquillity  to  make  money  they 
would  be  loyal  and  contended.  He 
must  now  refer  to  a  very  important 
consideration,  which  probably  bad  more 
than  anything  else  to  do  with  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  new  Protectorate;  he 
alluded  to  the  German  appropriation  of 
Angra  Pequena  and  the  adjoining  Loast. 
He  would  not  dwell  upon  the  humiliating 
incidents  of  the  story  of  Angra  Pequena  ; 
but  whatever  wounds  had  been  inflicted 
on  National  pride,  and  whatever  detri- 
Mr.  Wodehouae 
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mcnt  had  been  done  to  National  in- 
terests in  those  transactions  by  procras- 
tination and  reluctance  to  face  respon- 
sibility, we  had  at  least  secured  com- 
mand of  the  trade  routes  which  met 
near  the  capital  of  the  Chief  Khame, 
and  we  had  placed  ourselves  between 
the  German  and  the  Transvaal  Boer. 
So  far,  so  good;  but  if  the  Protectorate 
were  handed  over  to  the  Cape  Colony, 
the  Frontier  relations  between  Great 
Britain  and  Germany  in  South  Africa 
would  virtually  be  left  in  charge  of  a 
Colonial  Ministry,  and  he  (Mr.  Wode- 
house)  would  regard  that  as  a  moat 
hazardous  esperiment.  A  quarrel  might 
arise  any  day  on  a  question  of  Cuatoms 
Duties,  or  the  importation  of  arma  and 
ammunition,  or  on  the  treatment  of  a 
roving  German  trader ;  and  when  the 
quarrel  had  arisen  it  would  not  be  open 
to  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  shelter 
themselves  behind  the  Colonial  Govern- 
ment. In  one  of  those  speeches  which 
Prince  Bismarck  made  last  year,  and 
which  attracted  go  much  attention,  he 
drew  a  distinction  between  the  Imperial 
Government  of  Great  Britain  and  her 
Colonial  Governments,  and  it  was  of  the 
action  of  the  latter  that  he  especially 
complained ;  but  he  added,  and  rightly 
added,  that  it  was  to  the  Imperial  Go- 
vernment atone  that  he  could  look  for 
explanations  and  redress.  He  (Mr. 
Wodohouse)  would,  therefore,  absolutely 
decline  to  provide  the  Colonial  Govern- 
ment with  opportunities  for  quarrelUng 
with  Prince  Bismarck.  And  now  he 
had  one  entreaty  to  address  to  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government — namely,  to  entreat 
them  to  take  care  that  the  Residents  or 
other  ofGcers  stationed  in  the  Protec- 
torate should  have  at  their  disposal 
sufficient  mounted  police  or  other  armed 
force  to  insure  obedience,  and  make 
their  authority  respected  within  the 
limits,  and  especially  on  the  borders  of 
their  jurisdiction.  Heurged  this  point, 
because  he  know  not  how  many  pages 
of  our  South  African  experiences  teemed 
with  warnings  of  the  risks  and  mischiefs 
of  leaving  our  officers  ia  helpless  posi- 
tions, when  they  were  inadequately 
equipped  with  executive  resources.  He 
should  have  liked,  had  there  been  more 
time,  to  epcak  of  Zululand ;  but  he 
would  not  abuse  the  patience  of  the 
House.  He  would  content  himself  with 
saying  that  the  spirit  of  the  observa- 
tions which  he  had  ventured  to  make 
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Tith  regard  to  Bechuanaland  vas 
equally  applicable  to  Zululand ;  and  that 
be,  for  ODe,  should  rejoice  if,  by  a  fuller 
recognition  of  Imperial  reBponsibilities 
in  that  quarter  also,  Her  Majesty's  Qo- 
Terament  vere  able  to  bring  about  a 
more  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  among 
a  people  to  whom  we  had  meted  very 
hard  measure,  and  whose  present  con- 
dition was  a  blot  on  the  name  and  fame 
of  England. 

8m  ROBERT  FOWLER  (Loed 
Matob)  said,  that  the  hon.  Member  who 
had  justsat  down  had  expressed  moat  for- 
cibly the  arguments  in  favour  of  making 
Bechuanalaud  a  Crown  Colony.  It  had 
been  said  that  too  much  prejudice  had 
been  shown  against  the  Boers ;  but  he 
had  said  before,  and  he  still  felt,  that  if 
any  war  waged  by  this  country  was  a 
just  and  righteous  war  it  wae  that  car- 
ried on  against  the  Boers.  If  this 
country  gave  up  the  Cape  Colony  it 
would  be  a  great  blow  to  the  position  of 
the  Colonial  Empire;  and,  therefore,  it 
seemed  to  him  that  we  must  not  be  too 
much  afraid  of  being  involved  in  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  expense,  and  he  thought 
that  money  spent  there  would  be  very 
well  spent.  Of  course,  if,  as  had  been 
done  in  the  case  of  the  Gape,  one  policy 
vere  initiated  to-day  and  another  to- 
morrow it  must  lead  the  way  to  great 
expense,  and  therefore  one  policy  ought 
to  be  settled  on  and  adhered  to.  At 
the  same  time,  he  thought  his  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Friend,  having  so  lately  come 
into  Office,  had  acted  very  wisely  in 
reserving  these  questions  for  his  own 
consideration ;  but  he  did  hope  that  the 
decision  he  would  arrive  at  would  be 
the  oouTse  recommended  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bath  (Mr.  Wodehouse) 
both  with  regard  to  Zululand  and  Bechu- 
analand. They  not  only  had  to  look 
on  this  question  as  an  Imperial  qaes- 
tion,  bnt  also  as  a  question  of  humanity ; 
and  he  hoped  the  country  would  not 
consent  to  abandon  these  unfortunate 
Natives  to  the  tender  mercies  of  their 
enemies. 

Ma.  COURTNEY  said,  be  would  warn 
the  Government  not  to  hurry  into  an 
annexation  of  territory  from  which  the 
more  prominent  force  of  national  opinion 
might  compel  them  to  withdraw.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Bath  (Mr.  Wodehouse) 
always  apobe  on  these  subjects  with 
knowledge  and  experience ;  out,  at  the 
same    time,  he  must  dissent  £rom  the 
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policy  the  hon.  Member  had  pntforward. 
The  late  Qovernment  did  not  adopt  this 
Protectorate  over  Bechuanaland  in  the 
absolute  sense  that  bad  been  inferred. 
It  was  quite  true  they  adopted  the  Pro- 
tectorate, but  it  was  not  done  with  a  view 
to  the  assumption  of  the  control  of 
Bechuanaland  by  the  Government  of  this 
country,  but  by  the  Government  of  the 
Cape  Colony.  That  was  the  policy  re- 
ceded in  the  last  despatch  of  Lord 
Derby,  and  the  qnestion  before  the  pre- 
sent Government  was  whether  they  in- 
tended to  maintain  that  attitude,  or 
whether  they  would  reeolve  to  maintain 
the  Protectorate  in  their  own  hands. 
He  believed  that  the  force  of  circum- 
stances would  sooner  or  later  compel  this 
country  to  abandon  the  policy  of  extend- 
ing its  responsibility  with  regard  to  the 
government  of  these  territories.  It  was 
impossible  to  draw  a  line  beyond  which 
the  force  of  circumstances  would  not 
compel  them  to  go.  Wherever  the  line 
was  drawn,  there  were  outside  it  the 
same  elements  of  disorder,  and  a  further 
advance  would  be  necessary,  and  the 
prospect  of  a  continuous  advance  was 
one  of  the  greatest  arguments  against 
an  advance  at  all.  A  good  deal  had 
been  said  about  Sir  Charles  Warren, 
and  free  reference  had  been  made  to  bis 
differences  with  Sir  Hercules  Bobinaon. 
Whatever  might  be  said  of  his  success, 
he  deoliued  altogether  to  reoognize  his 
immense  virtue  in  restoring  peace  in 
Bechuanaland.  Any  man  could  govern 
in  a  state  of  siege.  Sir  Charles  Warren 
had  a  large  armed  force  at  his  com- 
mand, and  he  proclaimed  something 
very  like  martial  law.  Under  those  dr- 
cumstances  it  was  not  surprising  that  be 
did  restore  peace ;  but  in  restoring  it  he 
bad  irritated  the  opinion  of  Cape  Colony. 
In  his  (Mr.  Courtney's)  opinion,  if  the 
present  Government  were  net  prepared 
to  assume  the  Protectorate  of  Bechuana- 
land they  would  find  it  necessary  to  send 
out  someone  with  a  more  statesmanlike 
appreciation  of  the  situation  than  Sir 
Charles  Warren.  The  whole  of  our 
recent  difficulties  had  been  aggravated, 
if  not  entirely  caused,  by  the  interven- 
tion of  the  Home  Government.  This 
had  done  all  the  mischief.  It  had  been 
said  that  the  Cape  Government  ware 
responsible  for  the  Basuto  troubles  ;  but 
these  were  really  due  to  the  action  of  Sir 
Bartle  Frero,  who  forced  the  Cape  Go< 
vemment  to  carry  out  a  policy  which 


539  Supply—  {COUlfONS}  Stport.  S40 

that  public  opinion  approved  of  the 
course  pursued  by  Sir  Chartea  Wftrren, 
Those  who  Bat  on  the  Treaaurr  Bench 
and  the  Front  Opposition  Bentn  should 
consider  what  public  opinion  was.  Pub- 
lic opinion  was  a  great  force  to  whioh  it 
vas  necessary  to  bow,  although  it 
seemed  to  hurry  us  now  in  one  direction 
and  then  in  another;  perhaps  on  many 
subjects  it  might  be  necessary  to  let  it 
flow  over  ue  ;  but  there  were  questions  as 
to  which  it  ought  to  be  the  auibition  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  sitting  on  the 
Front  Ministerial  and  Front  Opposition 
Benches  to  create  a  public  opinion — for 
public  opinion  on  these  subjects  de> 
pended  upon  what  they  said  and  what 
they  did — and  tomaintainit  in  its  proper 
course,  instead  of  giving  way  to  that 
which  so  constantly  caused  our  humilia- 
tion. In  the  present  case,  publio  opi- 
nion aeemed  to  bo  evidenced  by  the  fact 
thatsome  hysterical  newspaper  screamed 
out  that  Sir  Charles  Warren  was  th« 
saviour  of  the  world.  He  hoped  thai  an 
attempt  would  be  made  to  guide  publio 
opinion  rightly  on  the  subject  of  South 
Africa,  and  to  follow  the  course  which 
that  correct  public  opinion  pointed  out. 
Sir  ARTHOB  HAYTER  said,  he 
did  not  desire  to  eater  into  the  general 
snbjeot  raised  by  this  Vote;  bat  be 
wished  to  express  his  gratification  at 
the  statement  made  by  the  Colonial  Se- 
cretary that  the  Estimate  made  by  the 
late  Qovernment  of  £675,000  for  the 
Bechuanaland  Espedition  was  not  likely 
to  be  exceeded.  He  was  sure  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Oentleman  would  bear 
him  out  ia  saying  that  there  was  no 
country  in  regard  to  which  it  was  more 
difficult  to  make  an  accurato  Estimats 
of  the  probable  expense  of  an  Expedi- 
tion. He  had  been  told  that  in  regard 
to  the  Zulu  War.  when  the  present  Se- 
cret^ for  the  Colonies  was  Secretary 
for  War,  it  was  found  almost  impoa- 
sible  to  gauge  beforehand  the  expendi- 
ture, owing  to  the  distances  and  the 
wildneas  of  the  country.  He  was  vary 
gratified  to  hear  that  the  recent  Expe- 
dition had  been  snocessful,  and  that  its 
cost  would  be  covered  by  the  £etimat« 
that  had  been  made  by  the  late  Oovem- 
ment  in  November  last.  With  regard 
to  the  suggestion  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman that  the  military  force  should  be 
replaced  by  armed  police,  he  could  cer> 
tninlj  assure  the  right  hon.  Oentleman 
that  he  would  find  abundantfacilitieaii) 


was  popular  at  home,  though  unpopular 
at  the  Cape.  The  same  might  be  said 
of  our  diflicultitB  in  Zululand.  There 
never  woald  have  been  a  war,  the 
scheme  of  government  which  had  been 
successfully  maintained  would  not  have 
been  broken  up,  and  the  attempt  to  set 
up  13  prineelinga  would  never  have  been 
made,  but  for  the  pressure  from  home 
and  the  advice  dictated  from  home.  We 
were  betrayed  into  errors  by  want  of 
knowledge  of  the  actual  facts,  whioh 
could  only  be  obtained  on  the  spot.  The 
object  which  the  Lord  Mayor  had  so 
much  at  heart — namely,  the  welfare  of- 
the  Natives — would  be  far  better  secured 
if  intrusted  to  the  heads  of  the  local 
Government.  No  doubt  there  was  a 
higher  morality  at  home  in  regard  to  the 
Natives  than  there  at  present  existed  at 
the  Cape ;  but  we  at  home  were  without 
adequate  information  and  knowledge, 
and  were,  as  a  consequence,  constantly 
led  into  errors  which  inflicted  on  the 
Natives  far  greater  evils  than  if  matters 
were  left  to  the  control  of  the  local 
authority.  For  instance,  our  action  to- 
wards Montsioa,  however  well-inten- 
tioned, had  produced  adversity  for  him 
and  the  Natives  on  the  borders  of  the 
Transvaal  far  greater  than  if  we  had 
never  interfered  at  all.  If  the  present 
Government  were  to  adopt  the  policy  of 
their  Predecessors  and  establish  a  Pro- 
tectorate over  Bechuanaland,  they  would, 
in  the  -present  state  of  public  opinion, 
possibly  meet  with  approval.  That, 
however,  would  not  lest  long,  the  Cape 
Qovernment  would  soon  re-assert  its 
claims,  and  the  confusion  that  would 
attend  on  our  rule  would  compel  us  to 
withdraw  from  Bechuanaland,  As  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  had  said,  we  had  been 
lying  uneasily  on  one  side,  and  then 
turning  uneasily  on  to  the  other.  For 
many  years  a  policy  of  increasing  our 
responsibility  had  prevailed.  It  was 
reversed  in  1 876,  but  was  again  revived. 
In  1 880  the  issue  before  the  country  was 
that  of  withdrawal  from  respon Ability, 
and  that  withdrawal  from  responsibility 
was  approved  by  publio  opinion.  He 
was  n<jt  sore  that  that  issue  would  be 
determined  in  the  same  way  now  if  placed 
before  the  country ;  but  he  believed  that 
in  the  long  run  the  balance  of  public 
opinion  would  be  definitely  against  the 
increase  of  responsibility.  In  a  recent 
despatch  the  Secretary  of  State  stated 
Mr.  Cwrtnty 
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tbis  country  for  recruiting^  such  a  force. ', 
At  the  time  it  waa  proposed  to  send  out 
the  Expedition  tbo^e  who  were  charged, 
with  tlie  dutj  of  raising  it  were  literally 
besieged  by  men  who  were  ar.stous  to 
join,  and  there  were  also  numbers  of 
officers  who  were  desirous  to  be  of  ser- 
vice  to  their  country  in  tke  matter.  He 
con3id<!red  tbat  the  polioy  which  had 
been  indicated  of  reducing  the  force 
at  present  under  Sir  Oharlea  Warren 
nnd  substituting  for  it  a  kind  of  Fron- 
tier Police  Force  was  a  right  polioy  to 
pursue. 

Mr.  EATHBONE,  in  contradiction  of 
what  had  been  said  by  the  Lord  Mayor, 
said,  tbat  he  bad  had  occasion  to  meet 
an  officer  who  was  in  charge  of  the  Na- 
tives during  the  Transvaal  and  Zulu 
War.  He  had  been  told  by  that  officer 
in  the  stroDgest  terms  tbat  our  inter- 
ference betneen  the  Boers  and  the  Na- 
tives had  been  produciive  of  much 
misery  to  the  latter,  and  that,  if  we  had 
but  Urt  them  alone,  they  would  have 
taken  better  care  of  themaelves  than  we 
took  of  them,  and  would  have  settled 
many  of  their  quarrels  among  them- 
aelves. 

Mr.  M'ARTHnE  said,  he  believed 
that  if  we  had  left  the  Zulus  to  them- 
selves they  would  have  gone  to  war 
with  the  Boers,  and  would  have  shown 
themselves  the  stronger  parly  of  the 
two.  Thia  country  went  to  war  with 
them,  and  conquered  them;  and  now 
they  were  in  n  defenceless  state,  and  in 
a  much  worse  position  than  when  we 
found  them.  The  Boers  violated  every 
Treaty  into  whith  they  entered,  and  no 
confidence  could  be  placed  in  any  Treaty 
which  they  made.  The  most  terrible 
cruelties  had  been  committed  by  the 
Boera  on  the  Naiives,  and  some  of  the 
atrocities  which  had  been  perpetrated 
were  eo  great  that  it  was  almost  impos- 
sible that  they  could  have  been  com- 
mitted by  eucb  a  partially  civilized  race. 
He  believed,  however,  that  both  parties 
had  made  a  mistake  with  regard  to  the 
Transvaal.  When  the  Transvaal  was 
annexed,  bo  believed  that  the  state  of 
things  exifitiog  was  very  bad  indeed. 
The  Traosvaal  Government  was  known 
to  be  almost  insolvent,  and  at  the  pre- 
sent time  it  was  well  known  that  the 
Government  had  become  bankrupt.  The 
greatest  dissatisfaction  existed  at  that 
time,  and  the  people  of  the  Transvaal 
were  in  favour  of  their  country  being: 
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n  regard  to  the  propriety  of  annexing 
the  Transvaal.  At  the  time  when  the 
subject  was  under  discussion,  he  con- 
sulted a  man  who  knew  more  of  the 
condition  of  South  Africa  than,  per- 
haps, aoy  man  then  livin;; — be  referred 
to  the  late  Dr.  Molfat.  The  rev.  gen- 
tleman told  him  of  the  terrible  atrocities 
which  he  had  seen  in  that  country,  and 
he  stated  that  it  waa  impossible  for  him 
to  describe  the  pleasure  he  felt  when  he 
heard  that  the  Government  were  about 
to  annex  the  Transvaal.  Another  mis- 
take which  had  been  made  had  con- 
fistod  in  the  patching  up  of  a  peace. 
He  believed  that  this  country  did  it 
from  the  beat  of  motives,  and  in  the 
anxiety  to  avoid  the  shedding  of  blood. 
What  had  been  the  result?  To  this  day 
the  people  of  the  Transvaal  believed 
that  they  had  defeated  the  British 
Army,  and  that  they  could  do  so  again. 
A  good  deal  had  been  said  with  regard 
to  the  extension  of  our  territory  in  this 
region.  Although  he  was  averse  from 
the  extension  of  territory  if  the  desire 
was  simply  to  extend  our  Dominions,  he 
believed  it  was  a  commendable  proceed- 
ing if  Buoh  extension  of  territory  was 
taken  in  defence  of  our  own  interests, 
and  in  defence  of  our  position  in  the 
country.  He  was  glad  that  the  trade 
route  had  been  secured ;  the  loss  of  it 
would  have  been  a  great  calamity  not 
only  to  the  interests  of  South  Africa, 
but  to  our  own.  He  did  not  believe  that 
the  annexation  of  those  territories,  al- 
though at  the  outset  costing  a  good  deal 
of  money,  would  become  a  permanent 
source  of  expense  to  the  ratepayers  of 
this  country — on  the  contrary,  he  be- 
lieved it  would  conduce  to  the  greater 
development  of  the  trade  of  this  coun- 
try. We  had  incurred  responsibilities 
in  South  Africa,  and  we  bad  given 
pledges  to  the  people  which,  he  be- 
lieved, we  were  in  duty  and  in  honour 
bound  to  fulfil.  He  trusted  that  the 
Government  would  not  allow  themselves 
to  be  influenced  by  motives  and  argu- 
ments brought  forward  with  the  inten- 
tion of  lessening  their  responsibilities 
in  this  respect.  He  hoped  we  would 
he  prudeut  and  circumspect,  and  he  be- 
lieved tbat  justice  and  humanity  and 
every  ri|^ht  feeling  induced  us  not  to 
violate  the  pledges  we  had  given,  but 
that  they  induced  us  to  do  our  best  to 
cany  them  out, 
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Tee  SEORETAET  of  STATE  for 
TBE  00L0NIE8  (Colonel  Stamley) 
Baid,  fye  hon.  Member  for  Oamarvon- 
shire  (M>.  Eathbone)  had  spoken  of  tUe 
Nativea  and  the  Boers,  and  be  recom- 
mended  a  policy  that  they  should  have 
been  allowed  to  fight  out  the  question 
betwsen  themaelrea.  Without  vholly 
agreeing  with  the  remarks  of  the  hon. 
Member,  he  ehould  be  incurring  some 
blame  if  he  did  not  at  this  stage  make 
some  comments  on  the  subjeot  before 
them.  He  must,  hoirever,  esk  the  House 
to  allow  Mm  to  limit  himself  to  that 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  Kirkcaldy 
(Sir  deorge  Campbell)  had  rightly  called 
a  negative  statement.  At  this  period  of 
the  negotiations,  at  the  time  when  tho 
Expedition  in  South  Africa  had,  to  a 
certain  extent,  terminated  its  primary 
duties,  when  there  were  other  important 
matters  on  which  negotiations  were 
going  on,  and  when  important  informa- 
tion reached  tbem  from  day  to  day,  he 
hoped  that  it  was  making  no  undue  de- 
mand on  the  patience  of  the  House  to 
ask  that  they  might  be  allowed  time  to 
consider  the  general  aspect  of  affairs  in 
South  Africa,  and  to  endeayout  to  arrive 
at  that  oaLm  and  dispassionate  view  of 
the  situation,  which  would  enable  them, 
if  possible,  to  mark  out  some  line  of 
procedure  which  would  afford  some  gua- 
rantee that  their  future  proceedings 
there,  by  whomsoever  conducted,  ahouTd 
not  be  oharacteri;fed  by  that  vacillation 
which  had  been  found  fault  with  by  so 
many  hon.  Members.  He  did  not  desire 
now  to  go  into  the  past,  nor,  for  obvious 
reasons,  would  he  enter  on  the  field  to 
which  he  had  been  invited,  and  discuss 
how  for  the  various  acts  of  the  late  Oo- 
vemment,  as  connected  with  South 
Africa,  were  entirely  oonsistent  with 
themselves,  or  even  with  the  statements 
of  some  of  their  principal  Members. 
As  to  that  he  thought  it  better  to  "  let 
the  dead  past  bury  its  dead."  He  now 
desired  to  look  forward  and  to 
situation  as  it  lay  in  front  of  them,  and 
to  endeavour,  further,  to  take  such  a 
course  as  might,  on  the  one  hand,  allow 
them  to  afford  all  due  protection  to 
those  who  were  subject  to  their  domi- 
nion, and,  on  the  other  hand,  as  might 
leave  to  be  determined,  under  convenient 
oiroumstances,  those  other  details  of 
administration  and  government  upon 
which,  at  the  present  moment,  he  felt 
himself  unable  to  prononncean  opinion. 
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In  regard  to  not  going  back  npon  the 
past,  be  would  make  oue  exception  in 
consequence  of  a  remark  that  fell  from 
tho  hon.  Member  for  Liskeard  (Mr. 
Courtney).  The  hon.  Member  spoke  of 
Zaluland,  and  he  charged  a  good  deal 
of  that  wbiob  happened  to  the  Home 
Government.  So  far  from  its  having 
been  the  case  that  the  Home  Qovem* 
ment  was  answerable  for  what  took 
the  Zulu  War,  he  wished  dis- 
tinctly to  enter  his  protest  against  any 
suoh  statement,  and  to  say  that,  as  far 
IS  aware,  not  only  was  that  not 
but  that  diametrically  the  op- 
posite was  the  fact ;  for  tbe  Home  Go- 
vernment being  opposed  to  any  advance 
into  Zululand,  that  advance  was  made 
before  tbey  knew  it  was  intended. 

Mb.  COrRTNEY  explained  that  he 
did  not  attribute  it  to  the  direct  action 
of  the  Home  Government,  but  to  the 
emissaries  they  sent  out.  ["No,  no!  "] 
The  9E0HETABT  of  STATE  fob 
ra  COLONIES  (Colonel  Stajiibt) 
said,  ho  accepted  the  correction  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman ;  but  he  had  not  under- 
stood him  in  that  sense,  nor  did  it  ap- 
pear that  the  House  bad.  The  bon. 
Member  had  told  them  further  about 
the  vacillation  that  had  existed,  of  the 
desire  for  the  extension  of  territory 
shown  at  one  time,  and  the  desire  for 
retrenchment  and  economy  evinced  at 
another ;  and,  although  the  country  in 
IBSO  pronounced  against  the  extension 
of  their  responsibilities,  yet  the  very 
Government  which  strongly  denounced 
that  policy  of  the  extension  of  their  re- 
sponsibihties  incurred  at  a  later  period 
larger  responsibilities  than  any  that 
they  had  undertaken  before.  Now,  he 
ventured  to  claim,  not  on  behalf  of  the 
Qovemment,  but  on  behalf  of  the  conn- 
try,  time  for  the  Government  to  consider 
carefuUy  those  great  problems.  They 
had  undertaken  the  maintenance  of 
order  and  of  safety  among  the  subjects 
of  the  Queen.  They  did  not  share  the 
view  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Liskeard, 
who  thought  that  Uontaioa  would  per- 
haps have  been  able  to  oonduct  his  own 
affairs,  and  that  if  no  interference  hod 
taken  place  on  his  part  and  on  that  of 
the  other  Chiefs  by  the  Government,  he 
would  have  been  in  a  better  position. 
Weil,  be  supposed  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber must  have  forgotten  a  good  deal 
that  appeared  in  the  Blue  Book&  For 
himself  he  thought  it  i 
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open  to  doubt  whether,  ii  that  course 
bad  been  taken,  UoDtsioa  vould  even 
have  been  in  esistenoe  at  present.  That 
was  a  policj  the  advocacy  of  which  was 
left  almost  exclusively  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  LisWeard,  who,  however,  had  the 
courage  of  hie  opinlone,  and  was  always 
ready  to  espreea  them.  In  conclusion, 
he  did  not  know  that  he  had  any  further 
remarks  to  makeon  the  subject,  except  to 
say  that  if  hon.  Qentlemen  speaking  in 
many  cases  with  further  knowledge 
than  he  could  pretend  to  possess  so 
disag^reed  on  all  questions  as  tbey  had 
done  in  that  debate,  surely  there  was 
much  to  be  said  in  favour  of  tbe  course 
which  the  Government  intended  to  pur- 
sue— namely,  to  examine  carefully  into 
those  great  questions,  to  obtain  the  best 
infonnation  they  could,  and  to  act  on  it. 
he  hoped,  without  fear  on  the  one  hand 
and  without  prejudice  on  the  other  ;  and 
acting  in  that  spirit  they  hoped  to  ful- 
fil the  duties  which  they  owed  to  the 
oountry'n  respect  both  to  the  Colonial 
Government  and  to  those  with  whom 
the  Colonial  Government  was  concerned. 

Besolution  agreed  io. 

Kesolution  3. 

Mb.  sexton  said,  be  desired  to 
call  tbe  attention  of  the  Postmaster 
General  again  to  the  condition  of  the 
mail  service  between  Dublin  and  the 
West  j}f  Ireland.  That  service  was 
conducted  at  only  about  one-half  the 
speed  which  was  attained  over  the  gene- 
ral mail  service  in  every  part  of  Englaud 
and  Scotland— in  fact,  it  was  the  worst 
in  tbe  Kingdom,  and  the  reason  was 
that  the  Midland  Great  Western  Bail- 
vay  Company,  which  carried  the  mails, 
only  received  half  the  remuneration 
given  to  the  other  Batlway  Companies 
in  Ireland  for  carrying  the  mails.  The 
reason  given  for  refusing  to  place  this 
Company  in  the  same  position  as  the 
otherCompanieawasthat  the  returns  for 
the  service  were  not  sufficient  to  warrant 
the  increase ;  but  the  Province  of  Con- 
naught  was  the  object  of  special  legisla- 
tion for  the  relief  of  distress  there,  and 
he  thought  it  was  plain  from  that  that, 
in  this  important  matter  of  the  trans- 
mission of  the  mails,  its  very  poverty 
ought  to  be  an  additional  reason  why 
the  public  Bovonue  should  be  applied  to 
give  it  a  helping  hand.  Somebody  must 
lose,  and  be  did  not  think  it  was  fair  to 
ask  the  Bailway  Company  to  lose.     The 

VOL,  CCC,      [rnniD   series.] 


JJtLT  30,  1885} 


Jteperi. 


Railway  Company  were  willing  to  give 
an  improved  service  at  the  lowest  rate 
that  would  not  involve  loss  to  ihe  share- 
holders ;  and  he  did  not  see  why,  under 
those  circumstance;,  such  a  Department 
as  the  Post  Office,  whicli  made  an  im- 
mense profit,  should  not  give  an  efficient 
service  without  expecting  the  Bailway 
Company  to  lose  by  it.  Would  it  be 
believed  that  the  whole  question  in  dis- 
pute in  this  important  matter  was  a 
small  sum  of  £3,(JO0  a-year,  and  because 
of  the  refusal  of  tlje  Post  Office  authori- 
ties to  spend  that  sum,  the  people  of  tbe 
West  of  Ireland  were  left  with  a  mail 
service  which  was  a  scandal  to  modern 
times.  Only  the  other  Session  the  Go- 
vernment agreed  to  a  mail  contract  for 
the  West  Indies  which  would  involve  a 
loss  of  £49.000  a-year,  and  he  did  not 
see  why  such  a  sum  should  be  spent  on 
ft  distant  Dependency  whilst  the  claims 
of  1,000,000  of  people  in  a  Province  of 
what  was  called  the  Sister  Country  were 
disregarded.  He  appealed  to  the  noble 
Lord  lo  do  the  Province  of  Conaaught 
justice  in  this  matter.  If  the  present 
Government  hesitated  to  give  a  pledge 
on  this  subject,  Irish  Members,  who 
next  year  would  be  much  stronger  in 
the  House,  would  make  it  their  business 
to  retaliate  upon  tbe  Department,  to 
prove  that  this  gross  disregard  of  tbe 
interests  of  a  whole  Province  would  no 
longer  be  tolerated. 

Mk.  cavendish  BENTINCKeaid, 
he  wished  to  call  theattention  of  the  Post- 
master General  to  the  danger  to  which 
the  public  in  tbe  Metropolis  was  exposed 
by  the  Parcel  Post  vans  and  tho  mail  carts 
being  unprovided  with  lamps  at  night. 
Several  accidents  bad  already  occurred. 

Mb.  WAKTON  said,  he  wished  to 
enter  his  protest  against  the  continued 
use  of  the  plural  number  in  the  title  of 
the  "  Parcels  Post,"  pointing  out  that  in 
the  case  of  the  book  post  such  an  inaccu- 
racy, as  heregardedit,  was  not  committed. 
He  also  thought  that  some  alteration  of  - 
the  scale  for  thoParcel Post  wasdesirable, 
the  unit  of  1  lb.  being  very  inconvenient. 
As  it  was,  I  lb.  or  more  of  any  article 
would  just  weigh  over  the  scale  by 
reason  of  tbe  package  in  which  it  was 
wrapped.  He  would  further  suggest 
the  desirability  of  a  system  of  insurance 
for  small  parcels. 

Mr.  J.  G.  HUBBAED  desired  to  coll 
attention  to  a  grievance  increased  ol 
late  by  tho  introduction  of  official  Poet 
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Parcel  carts.  In  these  carts  the  drivers 
Tere  often  seated  under  a  liood  or  cover, 
80  that  they  could  only  see  straight 
forward ;  and  he  BUggedted  that  pro- 
vision  should  be  made  for  so  seating 
the  drivera  that  they  could  see  freely  to 
the  r'\f(hi  and  left,  and  avoid  the  dansfer 
of  coming  unawares  with  other  vehicles, 
or  drivini;  over  pedestrians  at  the  cross- 
ings of  the  street:!. 

The  postmaster  GENERAL 
(Lord  JoH»  Man^iers^  said,  he  had  really 
nothing  to  say  against  the  etatement 
made  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Siigo  (Mr. 
SextOD).  He  believed  it  was  a  statement 
offsets;  but  whether  he  could  say  that 
he  agreed  with  the  cimclusion  drawn 
from  these  facts  vaa  a  matter  which  he 
thought,  perhaps,  had  bettor  stand  over 
for  the  present.  AVhen  he  came  into 
Office,  he  found  that  his  Predecessor 
bad  gone  closely  and  impartially  into 
the  question,  feeling  honestly  anxioua 
to  do  what  he  could  for  the  Province  of 
Connaught  in  the  matter ;  and  he  him- 
self since  did  not  see  hie  way  to  go  be- 
yond the  offer  which  hia  Predeoesior 
had  made.  The  hon.  Member  for  Sligo 
Don',  however,  poiuted  nut  that  Con- 
naught  ivas  a  neglected  Province;  that 
the  Legislature,  recognizing  this  view, 
had  given  relief  and  a'-sistance  to  ihe 
province  ;  and  that  the  present  Govern- 
ment, recognizing  these  facts,  miglit 
apply  to  Connaught  a  more  generous 
and  liberal  rule  than  usually  enforced 
by  the  Post  Office.  Ho  was  sure  the 
hon.  Gentleman  would  not  expect  him 
suddenly  to  give  any  answer  upon  that 
question  as  uow  rained ;  but  he  would 
say  this  to  the  hon.  Gentleman,  that  he 
would  promise  carefully  to  reconsider 
the  whole  question,  and  see  whether 
terme  and  arrangements  might  not  be 
come  to  between  the  Railway  Company 
and  the  Post  Office.  Beyond  that  he 
did  not  think  it  would  be  right  for  him 
to  go  now ;  but  he  would  promise  the 
hon.  Gentleman  that  at  least  he  would 
do  that.  With  regard  to  the  question 
of  giving  lights  to  the  mail  carts,  he 
would,  now  that  his  attention  had  been 
drawn  to  the  matter,  see  whether  an 
alteration  could  be  made  in  the  desired 
direction ;  and  with  reference  to  the 
BUggeetion  that  the  limit  of  weight  in 
the  Parcels  Poet  ayfitem  should  be  raised, 
the  matter  was  under  coo  si  deration,  and 
he  hoped  that  ere  long  the  grievance 
complained  of  would  be  remedied. 
Mr.  J.  a.  Sulbari 


OotOKEL  NOLAN  said,  he  thought 
the  answer  of  the  Po-tmaster  General 
was  Bntiefactnry  as  far  as  it  went.  He 
did  not  i^ppak  there  on  behalf  of  the 
Railwfly  Company.  He  spoke  in  the 
interests  of  his  constitunnts,  who  did 
not  care  about  the  railwav,  and  on 
whom  the  present  mail  service  pressed 
very  hardly.  He  wished  to  inform  the 
noble  Lord  that  before  the  Session  dosed 
the  hon.  Member  for  Sligo  would  put  a 
a  Question  on  this  matter,  and  ho 
trusted  by  that  time  he  would  have 
made  up  his  mind  upon  it. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Resolution  4. 

Thb  FIEST  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  Phtnket)  :  Sir.  as  the 
Committee  last  night  were  good  enough 
to  allow  me  to  take  this  Tote  without 
discuBsion,  I  then  promised  I  would  ex- 
plain it  at  this  stage.  I  will  endeavour 
to  do  so  as  briefly  as  possible.  This  is  a 
Vote  for  £500,  part  of  a  sum  of  £4.000, 
to  dnfray  the  expense  of  erecting  a  statue 
at  Trafalgar  Square,  Charing  Cross,  to 
the  memory  of  the  Iste  General  Gordon. 
The  House  will  remember  that  about  a 
fortnight  ago  a  Question  was  asked  in 
this  House  by  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London 
as  to  whether  it  was  the  intention  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  propose  a  Yote 
furihis  purpose?  My  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied 
that  the  Government  believed  that  it 
would  be  in  accordance  with  a  very 
general  feeling,  both  in  this  House  and 
in  Ihe  country,  thni  euch  a  memorial 
ahould  be  raised  to  General  Gordon,  and 
that,  when  there  bad  been  time  to  con- 
sider the  question  of  the  position  and  the 
precise  character  of  the  memorial,  he 
should  be  prepared  to  propose  the  neces- 
sary Vote  to  the  House,  and  my  right 
hon.  Friend  immediately  directed  me,  as 
Chief  Commissioner  of  Workn,  to  in- 
quire into  the  subject.  I  have  lost  no 
time  in  doing  so,  and  I  have  been 
favoured  with  many  valuable  and  in- 
teresting euggestionn  from  various  quar- 
ters, for  which  I  desire  to  take  this  op- 
(loitunlty  of  expressing  my  thanks;  but 
I  feel  I  am  especially  indebted  to  ths 
kindness  of  three  of  our  most  distin- 
guished living  artist!' — Sir  Fredcrltk 
LeightoD,  Sir  John  Millais,  and  Mr. 
Watts — whom  I  particularly  consulted. 
I  hope  to  be  able  to  take  advantage  on 
almost  every  point  of  the  most  Toluabl* 
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adrice  whicli  tbey  were  good  enough  to 
give  me ;  but  there  is  one  respect  in 
which  I  am  aorry  that  I  am  not  able 
to  give  effect  to  tbeir  optaioD,  but  to 
which  I  deaire  tar  one  moment  to  lefer. 
These  three  distinguished  artists  were 
unanimously  of  opiaiou  that  this  me- 
morial should  take  the  form  of  an  alle- 
gorical group  of  sculpture  rather  than  of 
a  simple  statue,  and,  no  doubt,  there  is 
much  to  be  said  in  favour  of  that  sug- 
geation ;  but,  on  the  whole,  after  careful 
consideratiim  and  consultation  withmany 
persons  whose  opinioas  on  such  subjects 
are  entitled  to  great  weight.  I  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  a  statue  re- 
producing as  nearly  as  may  be  the  man — 
Ueneral  Uordon — thattbepeople  of  this 
country  at  the  present  time,  and  fur  all 
time  to  come,  will  most  desire  to  have 
among  tbem.  Ferhapa.  however,  I  may 
be  allowed  in  one  sentence  to  express  my 
own  entire  concurrence  in  the  opinion 
of  the  three  eminent  artists  to  whom  I 
have  referred,  that  this  great  and  wealthy 
Uetropolis  is  lamentably  deficient  in 
works  of  Art  sculpture,  except  ao  far  as 
regards  statues,  and  I  am  afraid  some  of 
ttiem  are  not  very  good.  There  is 
enough  of  young  and  rieing  taleut,  as 
they  assure  me,  in  the  Art  of  sculpture 
in  this  City  well  able  to  adorn  oui-  public 
places  witb  worthy  works  of  genius  of 
the  kind  that  they  suggested  should  be 
produced  on  the  present  occasion.  I 
muet,  however,  speaking  for  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Otfice  of  Works,  say  that,  in  view 
of  tbemanydemandsthatweare  obliged 
to  make  upon  the  Treasury  for  public 
buildings  and  other  expenses,  we  really 
could  not  have  the  face  to  apply  to  the 
Treasury  to  give  us  anything  for  these 
groups  of  sculpture  for  the  purpose  of 
generally  beautifying  this  City;  and  I 
may  add  that  I  have  not  a  doubt,  if  we 
did  make  such  an  appeal,  what  the 
nature  of  the  answer  would  be.  But 
I  fully  recognize  how  great  would  be 
the  improvement  which  a  few  really 
well-execnted  groups  of  statuary  would 
be  to  London  ;  and,  if  I  may  venture  to 
say  ao,  I  think  London  is  rich  enough  to 
indulge  itself  with  such  a  luxury.  At 
any  rate,  I  t'lrow  out  the  suggestion  for 
considoratioli  merely  on  my  own  respoo- 
sibiltty  as  a  Member  of  this  House ;  and 
I  have  only  to  add  thtit  if  the  public 
wishes  fur  it,  and  will  spootaneoualy  find 
the  money  for  such  a  purpose,  I  should 
be  delighted  to  undertake  to  find  ad- 
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nLJrable  sites ;  and  if  they  wish  it,  and 
will  trust  me  with  the  choice,  I  will  find, 
besides,  artists  to  whom  I  believe  can  be 
safely  con6ded  such  a  high  and  noble 
task.  And  now,  as  to  the  statue  of  Gor- 
don, for  which  I  am  asking  this  Vote,  it 
is  not  necessary,  nor  would  time  permit 
me,  to  speak  at  any  length.  Certainly, 
I  shall  not  say  one  word  that  can  awaken 
even  an  echo  of  the  stormy  controyeraies 
which  have  lately  raged  over  the  roman- 
tic adventures  and  melancholy  death  of 
the  late  General  Gordon  ;  for  I  hope, 
and  I  feel  sure,  that  the  Vote  I  am  now 
asking  for  nill  be  given  with  absolute 
unanimity.  Whatever  any  of  us  may 
think  of  bis  views  upon  political  and 
other  public  questions,  tbere  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  character  and  career 
of  General  Gordon  had  seized  on  the 
ima^nation  not  only  of  his  own  coun- 
trymen, but  also  uf  foreign  nations, 
as  practically  illustrating  many  of  the 
greatest  and  noblest  qualities  of  Eng- 
lishmen— of  the  kind  of  Englishmen 
who  have  made  England  what  she  is. 
His  fame  is  the  common  property  of  all 
English-speaking  people,  and  must  for 
overremain  theirproud  inheritance.  It 
is  impossible  for  us  at  this  time  to  sa; 
what  kind  of  reward  General  Gordon 
himself  would  wish  to  have  desired. 
Modest  as  he  was  brave,  gentle  as  he  was 
gallant,  probably  he  cared  as  little  aa 
anymanfar  the  ordinary  honours  and  the 
usual  rewards  which  even  brave  and  dis- 
tinguished soldiers  are  proud  to  wear 
upon  their  breasts.  Although  we  know 
that  during  the  siege  of  Ktiartoum  he 
endeavoured  to  encourage  his  followers 
through  the  dangerous  vigils  and  the 
terrible  monotony  of  that  long  trial  by 
distributing  among  them  euch  decora- 
tions as  it  was  possible  for  them  in  tbeir 
straitened  circumstances  to  produce, 
still  I  do  not  think  that  he  himself  was 
a  man  who  set  much  store  by  that  kind 
of  distinction.  But  no  one  can  now 
doubt  that  all  through  the  immortal  siege 
his  own  mind  ever  and  again  went  back 
to  hisowncountry  beyond  the  desert  and 
beyond  the  seas,  and  that  his  thoughts 
were  constantly  at  home  while  "  the  last 
sad  hours  of  valour's  task  moved  slowly 
by."  All  that  is  over  now — 
"  The  soldiot's  hope,  the  patriot's  zeul, 

For  ever  gone,  for  ever  croBt. 
Oh !  vho  ihrilt  say  what  lieroei  feel 

When  all  but  life  and  honour's  lost  i  " 

Gordon  has  lost  his  life,  but  his  honour 
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ihall  rsmftin  bright  for  ever  in  the  minda 
of  his  countrymeR.  Hie  fame  shall  be 
set  among'  many  proud  and  melancholy 
memories,  adorned  by  the  noblest  of  all 
dsoorations— the  simple  dignity  of  self- 
devotion.  But  we  think  it  is  right — 
and  I  am  sure  all  will  agree  with  hb — 
that  here  in  the  centre  of  the  Metro- 
polia  of  thia  cn'^at  Empire,  close  to  the 
Memorials  of  Nelson,  of  Napier,  and 
of  Havolock,  should  bo  placed  the  statue 
of  another  great  Englishman,  who  in  the 
fulness  of  his  fame,  in  the  prime  of  his 
manhood,  gave  up  his  life  freely  at  the 
oall  of  duty,  and  in  what  he  believed  to 
he  the  eervios  of  his  country. 

Me.  MITCHELL  HENRY  said,  that 
the  House  of  Commons,  in  encouraging 
English  sculptors,  had  a  right  to  expect 
the  fullest  benefit  from  the  money  ex- 
pended. While  agreeing  with  the  idea 
of  a  statue  to  General  Gordon,  he  must 
say  he  had  never  heard  of  such  a  sum 
as  £4,000  being  taken  without  one  word 
being  said  to  the  House  as  to  the  form 
the  memorial  should  take.  The  work 
of  erecting  this  statue  was  no  ordinary 
matter ;  and  he  therefore  thought  that 
some  right  hoc.  Oeatleman  upon  the  op- 
posite Bench  ought  to  give  the  House 
some  information  as  to  the  intentions  of 
the  Govemmsnt«3  tothesite  in  the  first 
instance,  the  material,  and  the  mode  in 
which  they  hoped  to  obtain  the  best  work 
of  Art  under  the  circnmstancea.  If  it 
were  simply  to  be  left  to  the  Board  .of 
Works  as  a  matter  of  taste,  he  should 

Erotest  against  the  Vote.  In  any  case, 
e  trusted  the  work  would  be  given  to  a 
native  artist. 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON  said,  be 
did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  depreciat- 
ing General  Gordon's  character,  for  they 
all  knew  he  was  one  of  the  bravest  of 
men,  and  that  also  he  had  absolutely  no 
fear  of  death.  What  he  wanted  to  ask 
the  House  was,  what  great  services  to 
the  State  or  to  the  world  bad  General 
Gordondone  that  should  make  the  House 
of  Commons  vote  money  for  a  statue 
of  him,  for  be  (Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson)  sup- 
posed that  statues  were  not  voted  to  men 
simply  because  they  were  good  and 
honourable?  It  was  true  that  General 
Gordon  had  heroic  qualities ;  but  he  (Sir 
Wilfrid  Lawson)  himself  did  not  think 
that  General  Gordon  did  any  good  to  the 
State  while  at  Khartoum.  ["Oh!"]  In 
the  first  place,  when  he  was  sent  out  to 
the  Soudan  his  orders  were  to  set  the 
Mr.  PhnkH 
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Natives  free ;  he  was  ordered  to  come 
away  from  Khartoum,  but  he  disobeyed 
orders  and  remained,  and  instead  of  set- 
ting them  free  he  spent  his  time  in  Gght- 
ing  against  and  trying  to  coerce  the  Sou- 
danese, a  people  described  by  the  late 
Prime  Minister  as  rightly  struggling  to 
be  free.  Then,  again,  General  Gordon 
had  at  one  time  destroyed  the  irrigation 
works  on  the  river,  an  act  of  war  which 
would  not  have  been  permitted  by  a 
Mahommedan  Power.  He  did  not  think 
Gordon's  actions  were  creditable  to  thia 
country ;  and  we  had  got  not  honour, 
but  disgrace,  from  this  Khartoum  busi- 
ness. General  Gordon,  in  his  opinion, 
cost  this  country  millions  of  money,  and 
he  believed  if  Gordon  were  alive  now  he 
would  be  the  first  person  to  object  to 
money  being  epent  for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  LABOnCHEBE  said,  he  entirely 
agreed  with  what  the  hon.  Baronet  (Sir 
Wilfrid  Lawson)  had  said.  He  (Mr. 
Labouchere)  thought  when  they  were 
asked  to  vote  money  for  a  statue  to  Ge- 
neral Gordon,  they  ought  to  have  some 
more  distinct  statement  from  the  Govern- 
ment as  to  why  they  should  pass  the  Tote. 
It  must  bereraembored  that  General  Gor- 
don came  before  them  as  one  who  went 
to  Khartoum  for  the  specific  purpose  of 
making  peace.  No  doubt  be  fought  very 
gallantly;  but  befonghtin  a  oausewhich, 
in  the  opinion  of  some  hon.  Members, 
was  a  wrong  one.  In  that  manner  he 
did  not  carry  out  the  instructions  or  inten- 
tions of  those  who  sent  him  out.  ["Oh! "] 
Hon. Members  said"  Oh,  oh !"  but  if  they 
looked  at  Gordon's  diaries  they  would 
find  that  he  railed  against  his  Govern- 
ment, and  the  in  it  ructions  they  gave 
him.  As  he  understood,  they  were  asked 
to  vote  this  money  on  account  of  what 
Gordon  did  at  Khartoum.  Well,  he  ob- 
jected to  what  Gordon  did  at  Khartoum, 
and,  therefore,  he  was  opposed  to  the 
granting  of  this  money. 

Mr.  CAVENDISH  BENTINCK 
said,  that  if  thetwohon.  Oentlemea  who 
had  just  spoken  (Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson  and 
Mr.  Labouchere)  divided  the  House  on 
the  question,  they  might  possibly  find  a 
brace  of  Tellers ;  but  they  would  find  no 
one  else  to  follow  them  into  the  Lobby. 
He  (Mr  Cavendish  Bentinck)  wanted  to 
know  why  they  were  asked  to  vote  £3007 
His  right  hon.  Friend  had  not  stated 
what  be  was  going  to  do  with  that  par- 
ticular sum.  General  Gordon  was  eseen* 
tially  a  British  hero.  He  went  to  Khar- 
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tonm  and  Ejrjpt,  and  sacvificed  his  life 
to  British  intereats;  and,  therefore,  lie 
hoped  his  right  hon.  Friend  would  select 
a  British  sculptor  to  carry  out  the  work 
of  his  statue.  No  doubt  General  Gordon 
was  also  e  great  hero ;  biit  they  ought 
to  know  how  this  £4,000  -svaa  to  be  ex- 
pended. In  that  country,  aa  well  as  in 
any  other,  he  contended  that  where 
public  works  had  to  be  carried  out,  Bri- 
tish artists  should  be  employed  in  pre- 
ference to  foreigners  ;  for  there  was  no 
doubt  whatever  that  they  would  prove 
themselves  worthy  of  the  patronage  be- 
stowed upon  them.  He  noped  hia  ob- 
servations would  receive  the  considera- 
tion of  bi»  right  hon.  Friend  the-First 
Commissioner  of  Works.  He  objected 
to  trusting  this  matter  to  the  Board  of 
Works,  which,  in  many  ways,  had  shown 
its  incapacity  for  dealing  with  questions 
of  Art.  Let  them  look,  for  instance,  at 
Hyde  Park  Comer,  where  the  Board  had 
removed  the  Triumphal  Arch,  and  set  it 
in  a  hole  where  it  now  stood,  on  an  in- 
clined plane,  a  disgrace  to  the  Depart- 
ment and  to  the  Metropolis. 

Me.  MITCHELL  HENBT  said,  he 
conld  not  fail  to  enter  hia  protest  agaiuet 
the  manner  in  which  Ministers  came  to 
the  House,  asking  for  a  specific  sum  for 
some  public  work,  and,  without  affording 
the  House  any  particulars  of  the  object 
for  which  the  Yote  was  required,  expect- 
ing the  House  to  grant  it  without  demur. 

Thk  first  "  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  Plcnket)  said,  that  the 
hon.  Member  opposite  (Mr.  Mitchell 
Henry)  would  perceive,  on  looking  at 
the  I^imates  which  were  laid  upon  the 
Table  yesterday,  that  the  particulars  of 
the  Vote  for  providing  a  statue  to  Ge- 
neral Gordon  at  Charing  Cross  wore 
duly  given.  This  Vote  of  £500  was 
merely  asked  for  as  a  preliminary  step, 
BO  as  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  the  House 
to  the  proposed  statue,  and  so  as  to 
enable  him  to  enter  into  negotiations 
with  regard  to  it,  ao  far  as  related  to  the 
selection  of  an  able  sculptor  to  carry  it 
out.  It  was  not  usual  to  state  the  names 
before  the  negotiations  were  actually 
commenced,  and,  indeed,  he  could  not 
now  state  who  the  artist  would  be  ;  but 
he  could  say  that  the  statue  would  be  of 
bronze,  and  would  be  placed  at  Cha: " 
Cross. 

Me.  MITCHELL  HENRY  asked 
whether  it  would  be  an  equestrian 
statue '' 
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Me.  PLUNKET  said,  it  would  not. 
Resolution  agTatd  to. 

TELEGRAPH  ACTS  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

(Mr.  Shaa  Lrfeci,  Mr.  nibbiil.) 
[bill  121.]      dOMMITTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  Mr.  f>poaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair."— ;J^.  ShaiP  Zc/evre.) 

Mb.  Alderman  W.  LAWRENCE 
said,  it  was  of  great  importance  to  the 
trading  community  of  the  country  that 
the  Bill  should  be  passed  without  delay. 
He  was  anxious  that  the  sole  benefit  of 
6d.  telegrams  should  not  fall  altogether 
to  the  rich  and  powerful,  but  that  email 
tradesmen  and  others  should  derive 
equal  advantages  therefrom.  He  must, 
however,  be  allowed  to  express  his 
strong  disapproval  of  any  plan  which 
would  abolish  free  addresses.  That 
would  be  a  departure  from  the  principle 
on  which  the  telegraph  system  was 
established  when  it  was  taken  up  by  the 
State.  When. the  telegraph  service  was 
in  the  hands  of  difierent  Companies 
there  were  diffsrent  rates  of  charges  for 
telegrams  to  different  places— some  tele- 
grams costing  only  6d.,  while  others, 
such  as  telegrams  to  Ireland,  were  sent 
only  at  a  minimum  charge  of  2*.  The 
State  resolved  to  buy  up  the  telegraphs, 
and  to  have  a  uniform  charge  for  tele- 
grama  to  all  parts  of  the  Kingdom, 
allowing  20  words  to  be  sent  for  1«.,  and 
in  all  cases  allowing  addresses,  whether 
long  or  short;  to  go  free.  It  was  now 
proposed  to  alter  that  system  by  count- 
ing in  the  words  of  tbe  addresses  aa 
part  of  the  telegram.  That  would  be 
tantamount  to  inflicting  a  fine  on  long 
addresses;  and,  having  regard  to  the 
fact  that  in  London  it  was  frequently 
very  necessary  to  add  the  name  of  an- 
other street  to  define  where  tbe  first- 
named  street  was,  a  charge  for  addresses 
would  be  especially  hard  on  poor  people 
in  London.  Thus,  there  were  37  High 
Streets  in  the  Metropolis,  and  these  bad 
to  be  further  described  by  the  name  of 
the  district  in  which  they  wore  situated. 
He  must  be  allowed  to  express  his  sur- 
prise that  the  Post  Office  authorities 
should  say  that  the  average  address  of 
telegrams  numbered  10  words.  He  had 
compared  the  number  of  words  in  tbe 
addresses  of  letters  which  he  had  re- 
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ceived  from  all  parts  of  the  Kingdom 
with  tlie  number  of  words  in  liis  own 
address  ;  and  lia  found  that  the  smallest 
number  of  words  in  his  own  addresa 
was  seven,  doing  away  with  any  pre- 
fixes or  efflses,  and  simply  conSning  the 
address  to  the  name  and  the  direction. 
That  he  believed  to  be  the  average  of 
the  addresses  of  most  hon.  Members  in 
the  House  ;  but,  no  doubt,  thero  were  a 
large  number  of  addresses  wbich  reached 
eight,  nine,  and  10  words.  He  was 
convinced  that  many  telegrams  con- 
tained at  least  14  words  in  the  address, 
and  the  probability  was  that  the  average 
number  was  higher  than  10.  With  re- 
gard to  the  step  which  was  proposed  to 
be  taken  in  regard  to  the  curtailment  of 
addresses,  he  believed  it  to  be  a  down- 
ward movement,  and  that  it  would  be 
breakingupthat  principle  of  the  uniform 
rate  irrespettive  of  di8t«nce  or  the  num- 
ber of  words  in  an  address,  and  break- 
ing down  the  system  which  had  been 
established  at  the  taking  over  of  the 
telegraphs.  He  had  proposed  that  there 
Bbould  be  6rf.,  'M.,  and  1^.  charge  for 
telegrams ;  but  the  Department  was  op- 
posed to  any  syeteui  suggested  by  an 
outsider.  He  could  not  understand  whe- 
ther the  Fost  Oflice  wished  to  iucrease 
the  service  of  telegrams  among  the  ma^s 
of  the  people,  or  whether  they  simply 
wished  to  extend  its  use  among  those 
claaaes  who  at  present  uspd  it.  He  be- 
lieved that  if  they  abolished  free  ad- 
dresses much  disappointment  would  be 
caused,  believing,  as  he  did,  tliat  the 
proposition  of  a  free  address  was  a  good 
one.  It  had  to  be  borne  in  mind  that 
when  it  was  said  the  Department  would 
lose  by  continuing  the  system  of  free 
addresses  the  loss  thus  estimated  was 
simply  a  speculative  one.  There  could 
be  no  doubt  that  the  telegraphic  system 
was  capable  of  extension  iu  a  manner 
which  the  Post  Office  authorities  had 
not  the  slightest  conception  of:  and 
therefore,  in  the  interests  of  the  Fo.tt 
Office  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  great 
mass  of  the  people,  ho  would  support 
the  proposition  that  the  addrecsos  should 
be  free.  Personally,  he  was  in  favour 
of  a  tariff  of  four  words,  including  free 
addreas,  for  6d.  ;  and  be  would  be  pre- 
pared to  move  an  Amendment  to  that 
effect  in  Committee. 

Mb.  J.  G.  HUBBARD  said,  he  was 
concerned  to  hear  from  his  hon.  Col- 
Ieag;u»  in  th«  representation  of  tho  City   to  fix  charges). 
Mr.  Aldermtm  W.  Zaiormee 
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of  London  (Mr.  Alderman  Lawrence^ 
views  wliiih  were  exceedingly  hereiical 
with  regard  to  political  economy.  His 
hon.  Friend  had  stipulated  for  a  fixed 
price— for  what  ?  Why,  for  a,  variable 
quantity,  a  course  of  procedure  directly 
contrary  to  political  economy.  The  right 
bon.  Gentleman  the  late  Postmaster 
General  had  made  a  proposition  which 
he  considered  to  be  fair  and  reasonable, 
and  clear  and  distinct  in  its  operation. 
In  this  case,  when  they  bad  a  fixed  price 
for  a  fixed  quantity,  no  one  could  have 
any  doubt  as  to  the  construction  of  his 
message.  With  regard-  to  the  desire 
which  had  been  expressed  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  humbler  classes,  he  must 
point  out  that  telegrams  were  a  luxury 
of  the  rich,  and  that  the  poorer  classes 
only  used  them  in  circumstance  of  ex- 
treme emergency,  when  questions  of 
ocono ray  could  not  be  permitted  to  enter 
into  iheir  calculations.  For  instance,  in 
the  case  of  serious  illness  or  urgent 
business  the  humbler  clat^ses  might  have 
recourse  to  the  telfgraph,  but  scarcely 
otherwise.  They  must  look  upon  this 
as  a  question  of  the  Stats  conferiing  a 
great  boon  on  the  public;  and,  in  that 
view,  it  ought  not  to  be  compelled  to 
do  its  work  at  less  than  a  fair  equiva- 
lent. Therefore,  inasmuch  as  the  rates 
of  postage  for  letters  and  parcels  varied 
according  to  tho  weiglit  of  the  missives, 
BO  it  was  equitable  and  right  that  the 
cost  of  telegrams  should  vary  according 
to  the  len(;th  of  the  messages  that  were 
wired.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
late  Postmaster  Qeneral  had  done  all 
that  could  be  done  in  the  way  of  con- 
cession. The  proposition  of  id.  per 
word  was  perfectly  definite  and  clear, 
and  he  hoped  it  would  be  carried  into 
execution. 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVKE  said,  ho 
hoped  that  as  no  Amendment  had  been 
made  to  the  Motion  "That  Mr.  Speaker 
do  now  leave  the  Chair,"  the  House 
would  now  allow  the  Bill  to  get  into 
Committee. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  eontidered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.^ 

Clause  1  (Construction  and  citation  of 
Acts)  agreed  io. 

Clause  2  (Postmaster  General  to  make 
regulations  for  conduct  of  busineas  and 
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TiiE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL 
fLord  7iri<N  Mansebs\  in  rising  to  amve 
the  folloiving  Amendment: — In  page  1, 
lint)  24,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  (1),  and 
insert — 

"(t.)  The  chariteB  for  the  traDgmissinn  of 
writtantelogrttmstliroughout  the  United  King- 
dom shull  unifumily,  and  without  regard  to 
distancH,  he  at  a  r^itu  not  exceeding  sixpence 
for  the  Grtt  three  worda  of  each  tolegmm,  or 
for  each  telegram  of  leas  thin  three  ward<,  anil 
not  eiceediag  one  halfpenny  for  each  additional 

"(3.)  Thenamosand  addresseaof  the  sendera 
and  receivers  of  written  t  legnims  shall  not  be 
connted  as  part  of  the  vorda  for  wbich  pay- 
ment ihatl  be  required," 

said :  It  will  be  necessary  for  me  to 
occupy  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
for aabOTt time whilu  lexplaiatheolijects 
I  have  in  view  in  bringing  forward  tbis 
Amendment.  I  rogrut  that  the  neces- 
sity ivhicb  wan  irapciaed  upon  us  by  the 
right  hon.  Oentleoian  the  Kember  for 
Heading  (Mr,  Shaw  Lefevre),  in  moving 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill  on  the 
very  afternoon  on  which  the  House  ad- 
journed for  the  Easter  holidays,  ren- 
dereil  it  impossible  for  me  to  raise  the 
question  involved  in  my  Amendment  at 
that  »tage  of  the  measure.  I  would 
much  rather  have  introducfd  it  as  a 
quHslion  affecting  the  principle  of  the 
Bill  than  have  bad  to  propose  it,  as  I 
am  now  compelled  tu  di^,  in  Cnmrnittee. 
But  the  matter  is  one  in  whi<.'h  I  have 
now  no  sllemalive;  and,  therefore,  I 
have  to  ask  the  Committee  to  decide 
the  point  at  issue  between  the  right 
hon.  Qeotleman  and  myself  at  this 
stage.  I  Bhatl  endeavour  to  restrict 
what  I  have  to  say  to  the  point  imme- 
diately at  icBue,  and  that  is  tne  aboliliiin 
or  continuance  of  free  ad  dresses.  Inwhat 
has  just  fallen  from  the  right  hon.  Uen- 
tleman  the  Member  for  the  City  of  Lon- 
don (Mr.  Hubbard)  I  entirely  agree.  I 
object  as  strongly  as  he  can  do  to  the 

fn.posal  to  abolish  free  addresses,  and 
am  aboutto  ask  the  Committee  to  come 
to  a  decision  upon  that  point.  £olh  the 
right  hon.  Oentlemon  the  Member  for 
Heading  and  mj^self  are  under  the  same 
financitd  restriction  in  dealing  with  this 
question.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
lold  the  House  that  he  might  have  pro- 
pOJied  a  scheme  of  a  more  liberal  cha- 
racter but  for  the  necessity  imposed  on 
bim  by  the  Treasury  of  not  exceeding 
the  estimated  loss  of  £180,000  a- year, 
vbich  is  the  anticipated  effect  of  his 


proposal,  and  I  may  state  that  the  Trea- 
sury have  also  imposed,  and,  I  think, 
very  wisely,  the  same  restriction  on  my- 
self; and  I  have  therefore  had  so  to 
arrange  my  scheme  for  obtaining  for 
the  public  the  great  boon  and  privilege 
of  free  addresses,  as  not  to  exceed  the 
estimated  loss  of  £180,000.  The  ex- 
perienced oKicers  of  the  Department 
have  assured  me  that  the  scheme  I  have 
now  to  propose  will  meet  that  Treasury 
requirement.  Therefore,  as  regards  the 
financial  result,  my  scheme  and  that  of 
the  right  lion.  Gentleman  opposite  will 
stand  on  afooling  of  perfect  equuliiy,  and 
the  only  thing  the  Committee  u  ill  have  to 
decide  is  the  question  of  the  respective 
meritsofthetwoBcheraes.  Andherelmay 
say  that  I  wish  the  Committee  to  decide 
this  question,  not  with  reference  to  the 
effect  of  one  sclieme  or  the  other  on  any 
one  particular  class,  or  upon  certain 
classes  of  the  community,  but  with  re- 
spect to  the  interest 9  of  the  general  body 
of  the  telegraphini;  public.  I  agree 
with  the  worthy  Alderman  opposite  (Mr. 
Alderman  Lawrenue)  that  we  ought  to 
extend  our  view  a  little  further,  and 
that  we  should  not  have  regard  merely 
to  those  individuals  or  classes  who  are 
at  present  in  ihe  habit  of  using  the  tele- 
graphs, but  that,  as  we  are  about  to 
make  a  greet  change  for  the  first  time 
in  16  J  core  in  the  general  system  of  tele- 
graphy,  we  ought  to  endeavour  to  ar- 
range the  charges  so  as  to  induce  those 
classes  who  have  not  hitherto  been  in 
a  position  to  avail  themselves  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  telcgraphio  system  to 
come  in  in  the  future.  Now,  1  say  that 
the  scheme  proposed  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  will  not  fulfil  these 
conditions.  I  admit  that,  with  respect 
to  certain  important  classes  of  the  com- 
munity, ihey  might  see  their  way  to 
obtaining  an  advantage  under  that 
scheme.  I  admit,  for  instance,  that  the 
rich  or  well-to-do  merchants,  traders, 
stockbrokers,  and  so  on,  who  have  fixed, 
and,  what  is  still  more  important,  regis- 
tered addresses,  might  be  gainers  by 
the  proposal  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. And,  further,  I  admit  that  a  class 
of  whom  I  with,  as  Fostmaster  General, 
to  speak  with  every  resptct  and  con- 
sideration —  the  betting  fraternity  — 
might  also  gain  advantage  under  that 
scheme.  But  my  contention  is  that 
the  Slate  did  not  give  £11,000,000  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  over  the  tele- 
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graphs  from  priPalotompanieB,  in  order 
that  tho  inilueDtial  class  uf  merthants 
and  traders,  and  etill  less  thd  betting 
fraternity,  should  be  favoured  at  the 
expense  of  all  the  other  classes  of  the 
community.  That  is  the  position  I  tahe 
in  regard  to  this  matter,  and  I  hops  the 
Cotnrcittee  nill  not  he  induced  to  give 
its  sanction  to  any  scheme  which  cannot 
be  shown  to  be  advantageous  to  all 
classes  of  Her  Majealy'a  subjects.  Now, 
in  the  first  place.  I  have  to  point  out 
that  the  scheme  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman opposilo  depends  entirely  on 
what  I  cannot  hut  regard  as  an  assump- 
tion— namely,  that  those  who  use  the 
telegraph  can  conveniently  and  safely 
cut  down  the  number  of  words  in  their 
addresses  from  an  average  of  II  to  an 
average  of  five.  That,  I  assert,  is  a  pure 
assumption,  and  I  am  not  disposed  to 
think  that  because  the  extremely  clever 
and  ingenious  officers  of  my  Dcpartmeut 
have  assumed  that  this  great  reduction 
can  be  safely  effected  in  the  number  of 
vords  used  in  addresses,  that,  therefore, 
this  saving  could  be  safely  or  conve- 
niently effected  by  the  great  body  of  the 
telegraphing  public.  If,  when  a  person 
goes  into  a  telegraphic  office  to  send  a 
message,  he  always  had  one  of  those 
ex[}erienced  and  highly  sliilful  olTicera 
of  the  Telegraph  Department  at  his 
elbow  to  say  how  many  ivords  he  might 
safely  excise  from  tlie  addresses  he 
wished  to  give,  then  I  should  admit  the 
contention  of  the  tight  hon.  Gentleman  ; 
but  as  that  is  not  the  case,  and  as  the 
great  body  of  the  telegraphing  public 
will  have  to  decide  for  themselves  how 
many  words  it  is  necessary  or  expedient 
they  should  use  in  the  addresses  they 
give,  they  must,  in  the  lost  resort,  he 
the  be;t  and  only  judges  of  what  is  and 
what  is  not  a  safe  and  satisfactory  ad- 
dress for  the  telegram  required  to  be 
delivered,  and  whether  it  is  one  that 
will  insure  that  the  telegram  shall  be 
delivered,  not  only  with  cprtainty,  hut 
with  speed.  On  this  pjint  I  iiolico  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  (Mr. 
Shaw  Lefevro),  in  one  of  the  speeches 
he  made  recommending  his  scheme  to 
the  House,  mentioned  the  fact  that  in 
his  Office  he  had  foiled  to  discover  any 
record  of  a  decided  opinioD  on  the  part 
of  his  distinguished  and  lamented  Pre- 
decessor on  the  subject.  I  confess  that 
I  am  not  very  greatly  surprised  that  the 
late  Mr.  Fawcett  did  not  leave  at  tho 
Lord  John  Manners 
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Pr.wt  OIRco  nny  record  nf  what  he 
thoui:ht  on  this  subject.  But  if  he  left 
no  such  recorded  opinion  at  tho  Post 
Office,  he  did  express  an  opinion,  and 
I  think  a  very  decided  opinion,  on  the 
point  in  this  House.  I  wilt,  if  the  Com- 
mittee will  allow  me,  read  the  words 
used  by  Mr.  Fawcett  on  that  subject. 
Speahing  on  the  26th  March,  1883,  he 

"  ThcTO  ia  no  doubt  mucli  force  id  what  the 
Qobla  Lord  (Lord  John  BlHonprs)  has  slaterl, 
and  that  the  nholition  of  free  addresses  wontd 
bear  luoat  heavily  upon  the  poor." 

And  here  I  must,  in  justice,  interpose 
tho  remark  that  the  theory  of  maintain- 
ing freedom  of  addresses  has  always 
been  one  that  I  have  held  upon  the 
ground  here  stated,  and  that  I  enter- 
lained  it  quite  aa  strongly  when  I  was 
not  Postmaster  General  as  I  do  now, 
and  so  expressed  myself  when  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  Glasgow  (Dr. 
Cameron)  moved  his  Amendment  to  tho 
proposal  of  the  late  Government.  Well, 
Mr.  Fawcett  went  on  to  say — 

"Avell-kaovn  man's  addreu  is  f^oerallv  & 
short  one,  and  in  many  cases  would  be  simplj- 
thenameof  Ihetown  in  whichho  lives  ;  whereas 
a  poor  persoa'a  address  would  often  have  to 
name  the  court  and  the  street  ia  which  he 
lived.  It  would  be  found  that  the  poor  person'! 
address  woa  often  several  words  longer  than 
rich  persons' ;  and,  therefore,  to  charge  for 
thn  addreaa  at  one  halfpenny  per  word  would 
undoubtedly  priiss  samewhat  heavily  upon  the 
poor." — (3  Eiinterd,  [177!  1011.) 

So  far  as  I  know — and  I  had  several 
conversations  with  that  lamented  Gen- 
tleman after  the  debate  just  referred  to 
— Mr.  Fawcett  never  changed  his  opi- 
nion that  tho  abolition  of  free  addresses, 
or,  at  any  rate,  of  the  receiver's  address, 
would  he  a  great  detriment  to  the  poorer 
ciaPs  who  might  bo  aniciouN  to  use  tho 
telegraph.  I  believe  that  Mr.  Faivcett, 
as  far  as  is  known,  retained  that  opinion 
to  the  lost.  But  I  would  Suggest  that 
there  are  several  classes  who  even  al- 
ready have  expressed  in  public  their 
opinions  upon  the  matter.  I  have  men- 
tioned those  classes  who,  in  my  belief, 
would  gain  by  the  abolition  of  free  ad - 
dreeses ;  I  should  now  like  to  put  before 
the  Committee  a  record  of  the  vietra 
held  by  those  persons  who  may  be  taken 
to  represent  a  large  dasa  of  the  commu- 
nity, and  who  entertain  a  different  opi- 
nion. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Heading  is  probably  fami- 
liar with  the  recorded  opininn  of  a  very 


C~.ooqIc 


cS'^ 


561 


Telegraph  Acts 


{July  3U,  1 8S5 }  Ameuiment  Sill. 


'important  roostituont  of  h's  own  —  I 
allude  to  Mr.  Sution.  tbo  great  seeda- 
nan.  He  ia  a  gentleman  who  has,  I 
believe,  sometluDg like  70,000  customers 
belon^ing'to  a  veiy  important  and  in- 
fluential class  of  the  trading  commu- 
nity, and  be  bas  expressed  his  opinion 
on  ihe  matter  in  the  followinf^  terms. 
"Writing  to  TAa  Timat  npon  the  subject, 
Mr.  Suiton  said — 

■  "A  very  coosideraWe  portion  of  our  boaineas 
tracsBctionB  is  cartiod  on  by  vire,  not  with  other 
houses  of  business,  but  vith  agriculturists 
throughout  the  tangth  and  breadth  of  the  coun- 
by.  I  have  to-d&y  had  our  books  examiDud, 
and  find  wo  have  1,060  customers  of  the  name 
of  'Smith,'  of  which  no  less  than  3i3  are 
'  John  Smith  ; '  16o  '  Jones,'  96  of  whom  aro 
'  John  Jonea ; '  460  '  Browns,'  S7  '  John 
Brown  ; '  other  surnames,  such  as  '  Williams  ' 
and  'Itobio«oD,'  joined  to  other  Christian 
names  such  as  '  Richard '  or  '  Eobert,'  showing 
a  similar  relative  proportion  of  identical  appcl- 
latioDS.  Under  such  circumstances,  I  think 
jo^  will  not  be  snrprised  that  we  should  be  of  a 
different  opinioa  to  the  Postmaster  General  as 
to  the  address  of  the  sender,  except  in  the  moat 
abbreviated  form,  being  mere  surplusage.  The 
name  ID  such  cases  beina:  of  little  use  alone,  the 
address  of  the  sender  IS  practically  the  only 
means  by  which  he  canbflidentifi''d.  A  country 
lesident's  postal  address  seldom  corresponds 
with,  or  even  indicates,  his  nearest  telegraph 
office.  The  postal  address  is  often  the  only  one 
with  which  we  are  acquainted,  and  as  it  would 
not  be  likely  to  occur  to  any  one  of  the  3:'3 
'  John  Smiths '  that  we  had  another  customer 
of  the  same  name  within  lU  miles  of  him,  any 
inducement  such  as  that  it  is  now  proposed  to 
hold  out  to  him  still  further  to  curtail  his  ad- 
dress would  make  the  identili  cation  of  the  actual 
MDder  of  the  telegram  in  question  well  nigh 
impossible.  Itthus  appears  to  us  that  the  systom 
of  charging  for  the  address  of  the  sender,  leading, 
SB  it  certainly  must,  to  the  omission  of  essential 
details,  will  bo  open  to  most  serious  objection." 
It  may  be  said  tbat  Mr.  Sutton  some- 
irbat  exa^eratos  the  inconvenience  of 
tbe  change  suggested  by  the  right  bon. 
Gentleman  opposite ;  but  aRain  I  aay 
that  I  think  that  people  who  use  the 
telegraph  are  the  best  judges  in  matters 
of  this  aort.  Mr.  Sutton  insists  that  tbe 
address  of  the  sender,  no  less  than  that  of 
the  receiver,  should  remain  free.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that,  if  free  addresses 
are  abolished,  the  public  will  in  many 
cases,  without  much  consideration,  cut 
off  words  from  their  addresses ;  ond  the 
change  will  cause  increased  complaint>t, 
numerous  delays,  irritation,  vesation, 
and  agitation.  They  will,  therefore,  dis- 
card any  attempt  to  curtail  the  addresses, 
but  will  continue  then  at  nhat  they  be- 
lieve to  be  the  necessary  length.  Let 
mo  take  another  class  whoso  claims  ought 


not  to  be  disregarded  in  the  considera- 
tion of  this  question,  and  which  is  en- 
tirely opposed  to  the  abolition  of  free 
addresses.  Miss  Anne  Bromhead,  the 
I;ftdy  Superintendentof  the  Institute  for 
Nurses,  Lincoln,  a  very  well-known  lady, 
has  written  to  the  ediior  of  Th  Timet, 
and  what  does  she  say  ? — 

"  Sir,  will  you  allow  me  to  add  my  protest  to 
that  of  ttessrs.  Sutton  and  Sons  against  the 
doctrine  of  the  Postmnster  General,  that  '  the 
name  and  address  of  the  sender  of  a  telo- 
gram  are.  except  iu  the  most  abbreviated 
form,  mere  surplusage  ? '  I  am  quite  sure 
that  those  who  have  the  management  of  in- 
stitutions for  sending  out  trained  nurses  —  of 
which  there  are  now.  happily,  a  large  number 
throughout  the  Kingdom — would  be  very  far 
from  agreeing  with  him,  A  large  part  of  our 
business  is  conducted  by  telegrams  from  quite 
unknown  senders,  generally  requiring  answers 
by  telegraph  ;  and  any  inducement  to  curtail 
the  information  given  in  the  addresses  would  be 
productive  of  the  greatest  trouble,  and  often  of 

I  should  think  that  these  are  cases  which 

ought  specially  to  commend  themselves 
to  the  favourable  consideration  of  tbe 
Committee.  I  cannot  imagine  any  clans 
of  cases  to  which  tbe  House  of  Commons 
should  pay  more  attention  than  thoea 
connected  with  the  sending  of  medical 
relief  and  aaaietance  to  patients.  Miss 
Bromhead  does  not  stand  alona.  Only 
the  other  dav  a  Petition  was  presented 
by  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  the 
University  of  (Haagow  (Mr.  J.  A.  Camp- 
bell) from  the  Faculty  of  Physicians  of 
that  city,  which  in  the  strongest  terms 
contends  that  the  freedom  of  addresses 
should  be  maintained.  This  is  a  copy 
of  the  Petition  presented  by  the  Faculty 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Glasgow — 
"  That  your  Petitioners,  as  representing  the 
large  body  of  tho  Medical  Profession  in  the 
West  of  Scotland,  and  having  also  numerous 
licentiates  proctiaine  in  other  parts  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  are  deeply  interested  in  any  measure 
tending  to  choapi.'ii  and  afford  increased  facili- 
ties tor  teleffraphic  communication.  That  a 
Bill  is  at  present  depending  in  your  Honourable 
House,  intituled  '  A  Bill  to  amend  the  Tele- 
graph Acta,  18li3  to  1868."  Your  I'otilioners 
approve  the  provisions  of  tho  aaid  Bill  so  far  us 
providing  for  increased  facilitie,!  in  the  trans- 
mission of  telegrams  by  Her  JIajesty's  I'ost 
(JBiee  Department,  aad  tending  to  a  lessened 
charge  therefor.  Your  tfemorialiats  would  ro- 
spmltully,  however,  point  out  that  by  the 
enactment  of  tho  provision  contained  in  Sub- 
section (I)  of  Clauao  2  of  said  Bill  that  •  thn 
names  and  addreBaiis  of  tho  sender  and  ad- 
dressee of  the  telegram '  ahall  bo  counted  as 
part  of  the  message,  the  practical  reduction  in 
tbo  existing  charge  for  telegrams  will  be  greatly 
nuoimized.    They  would  further  cespectfullj' 
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«ubmit  that  it  la  in  thfi  interest  of  thi-  Postal 
Tplegrnph  Service  that  the  name  aoil  nddress  of 
the  person  to  wlimn  tho  telegram  is  aetit  shall 
be  full  and  distinct,  bo  hb  to  e9.vc  time  and 
trouble  in  the  Hscertainment  of  the  proper 
person  to  whom  it  ii  deliverable.  Tom  Peti- 
tioners, therefore,  humbly  praj'  that  the  Pro- 
viso to  Sub  section  I  of  Clause  2  of  tbe  aaid  Bill 
be  not  enacted,  but  that  the  names  and  ad- 
dresses of  the  sender  and  addressee  of  the  tele- 
gram bs  as  heretofore  allowed  free  of  charge, 
and  tbnt  the  aaid  Bill  with  this  and  such  other 
Amendments  as  lo  your  llooourublo  House 
may  aeem  meet  may  pass  into  law." 
That  is  the  representation  made  by  the 
Medical  Faculty  of  the  West  of  Scot- 
land. I  have  also  a  letter  from  an  emi- 
nent pbj-siuian,  whose  opinion,  I  am 
sure,  the  hon.  Member  for  Glasgow  (Dr. 
Cameron)  will  be  disposed  to  regard 
with  the  greatest  respect.  Professor 
Gairdner,  of  Glasgow,  writes  to  the  fal- 
lowing effect; — 

"My  experience  aa  a  physiclau  leads  me  to 
believe  that  very  considerable  inconvenience 
will  reiult  to  the  itledical  Profession  and  to 
their  patienta  from  the  introduction  of  cheap 
telegrams  unless  Ihe  rule  in  operation  st  pro- 
arnt  that  the  addresses  go  free  can  be  maintained. 
Merchants,  lawyers,  and  others  have  their 
noted  correspondents,  and  rarely  communicate 
hurriedly  with  previonsly  unknown  persons :  to 
them,  therefore,  this  view  of  tho  case  does  not 
ao  readily  occur.  But  medical  practitioners 
are  liable  to  be  summoned  at  any  limo  to  the 
asaiatance  of  persons  of  whose  mere  existence 
they  have  never  before  heard,  and  cases  may 
easily  occur  where  a  message  of  tlie  greatest 
possible  emergency  may  be  transmitted  without 
forethought  as  to  the  embarrassments  arising 
from  an  imperfect  address.  In  such  cases  the 
omission  of  even  one  or  two  words,  either  from 
undue  economy,  or  from  tbe  habit  acquired  of 
using  an  unduly  short  lorm  of  address  for  lels- 
grnphic  purposes,  may  cause  the  recipient  of  a 
telegram  a  verj'  great  deal  o(  trouble." 

I  will  not  trouble  tho  Committee  by 
reading  tbo  whole  of  the  letter ;  but  I 
tbinkthepHNsngesI  have  read  will  show 
that  nothing  can  be  stronger  than  the 
Tiew  of  Professor  Gairdner  upon  the 
subject.  I  am  afraid  that  I  may  be 
wearying  the  Committee  by  reciting 
these  opinions,  and  I  will  only  refer  to 
one  more  class  to  whom  the  abolition  of 
free  addresses  would  cause  )(reat  incon- 
venience, and  those  are  tbe  officers, 
non-commissioned  officers,  and  soldiers 
in  Her  Majesty's  Service.  I  cannot 
conceive  any  classwbich  deserves  greater 
assistancB  on  the  part  of  the  House  of 
Commons  than  the  soldiers  who  serve 
the  Queen.  We  have  all  been  thrilled 
with  the  accounts  of  their  noble  en- 
durance, of  the  hardships  they  have 
Lord  John  Mannert 
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gone  through,  and  of  the  courage  they 
havo  displayed  in  E^ypt  and  in  other 
countries.  I  have  asked  for  informa- 
tion at  Aldershot  and  the  Curragh,  in 
order  to  see  what  use  is  made  of  the 
present  freedom  of  address.  Some  hon. 
Gentlemen  say  that  one  word  would  he 
sufficient  for  the  address  of  the  sender, 
and  four  words  for  the  address  of  the 
receiver ;  and  if  people  will  not  accom- 
modate themselves  to  that  system,  then 
so  much  the  worse  for  them.  I  do  not 
take  that  view  of  the  matter.  What  do 
the  Committee  think  is  the  average 
length  of  the  messages  sent  from  three 
camps,  1,2611  in  number,  during  the  last 
12  months?  The  average  is  16  words. 
Will  anybody  tell  me  tbat  those  soldiers, 
who  found  it  necessnry  to  send  these 
long  addresses,  will  be  able  in  future  to 
condense  them  to  four  words  ?  I  do  not 
for  one  single  moment  believe  it  to  ba 
possible.  Let  us  coni'ider  what  a  soldier 
has  to  do  in  order  to  identify  himself. 
He  has  to  send  not  only  his  own  name, 
but  the  name  of  the  regiment  and  of  tbe 
company  to  which  he  belongs,  as  well 
as  his  number.  And  to  whom  are  these 
telegrams  sent  ?  Suldiors'  messages  are 
U'lually  sent  to  relatives  in  an  obscure 
station  of  life,  living  probably  in  tene- 
ment bou^ee,  or  smah  back  streets,  or 
courts  in  the  large  towns  of  this  cnuntry 
and  in  the  Metropolis.  The  address, 
therefore,  is  necessarily  long;  and  to 
tell  a  soldier  to  cut  down  addrecses 
which  now  average  16  words  to  four  or 
five,  or  to  require  him  to  pay  for  it,  is 
not,  I  contend,  a  proper  and  legitimate 
mode  of  reforming  the  existing  ajatem 
of  telegraphic  communication.  I  do  en- 
treat the  Committee  to  reflect  very  seri- 
ously before  they  inflict  so  onerous  a 
duty  upon  those  people.  In  the  same 
manner  tbe  messages  sent  to  soldiers  by 
their  relatives  require  a  large  amountof 
description  in  order  to  identify  them, 
and  tho  claims  of  tbat  class  cught  not  tu 
bo  overlooked.  It  is  very  dilfit:ull  to 
cut  down  addresses  with  any  degree  of 
safety,  and  if  any  hon.  Member  doubts 
that  let  him  try  tu  do  so  with  his  own 
telegrams.  Them  are  many  hon.  Mem- 
bers who  have  bad  considerable  expe- 
rience in  sending  telegrams,  and  I  would 
ask  them,  with  iheir  superior  education 
and  status,  with  the  knowledge  pas- 
sassed  of  tliat  status  by  the  Telegraph 
Department,  how  they  could  reasonably 
cut  down  the  address,  as  a  general  rule, 
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vote  for  the  proposal  of  tho  right  bon. 
GuDlLeraan  cppoeite  until tbey  have  tried 
this  experiment,  both  in  regard  to  send- 
ing; and  receiving.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tlemun  complains  of  the  cost  of  this 
system  of  free  addresses,  which  has  been 
in  operation  for  16  years.  Who  else 
complains?  Daes  anybody  complain? 
I  hare  heard  no  complaint  by  anyone 
outside  the  Department,  ibough,  no 
doubt,  the  officers  of  the  Department 
think  that  the  addresses  are  unneces- 
sarily long,  and  that  they  impose  un- 
neceEsary  trouble  and  expense  upoo  the 
Department.  But  I  say  that  no  com- 
plaint whatever  as  to  addresses  has 
come  from  the  public  outside,  and  the 
right  bon.  Qentleman  bases  hte  argu- 
ment upon  that.  That  being  so,  the 
queEtion  comes  to  this — is  the  Depart- 
ment created  for  the  public,  or  the  public 
for  the  Department?  The  right  bon. 
Qentleman  has  referred  to  the  forei;;n 
system,  basing  his  arguments  on  the 
allegaiioa  that  a  charge  for  addresses 
prevaile  in  nearly  all  foreign  countries. 
It  is  said  that  foreign  countries  are 
a-head  of  us ;  but.  as  Englishmen,  there 
are  other  things  in  which  we  are  much 
a-faead  of  foreign  countnes,  and  I  claim 
that  in  giving  free  addresses  we  are 
a-head  of,  and  not  behind,  foreign  coun- 
tries. Does  any  bon.  Gentleman  who 
has  had  experience  of  sending  telegrams 
when  abroad  thiuk  that  the  method  of 
charging  for  addresses  is  more  convo- 
nieut?  My  opinion.  I  confess,  is  to  the 
contrary,  and  I  regard  it  as  a  retrograde 
and  a  reactionary  movemeat.  Howwould 
the  question  of  the  addresses  affect  the 
people  in  many  parts  of  Ireland,  of 
Scotland,  and  especially  in  the  Princi- 
pality of  Wales,  where  tiie  same  sur- 
names are  largely  repeated  in  certain 
districts  of  the  country  ?  It  is  quite 
clear  that  unless  there  is  a  full,  clear, 
and  dJHtiuct  address  you  could  not  dis- 
tinguish one  Jones,  or  'Williams,  or 
Mocdonoly,  or  Daly  from  another,  and 
great  uucertainfy  wonld  arise  in  the 
delivery  of  telegrams.  Eefereiice  has 
been  made  to  the  number  of  streets  of 
the  same  name  in  this  Metropolis.  Now, 
that  is  a  very  important  consideration. 
I  have  bad  a  Betum  drawn  up  of  the 
number  ot  streets  of  the  same  name  in 
the  Metropolis,  and  how  many  Albert 
Terraces  are  there?     61.     How  many 


Albert  Villas  ?  54.  Then  there  are 
42  Albert  Places;  34  Albert  Roads; 
34  Albert  Cottages  ;  38  Avenue  Boads  ; 
60  Cambridge  Terraces ;  75  Charles 
Streets;  59  Church  Streets — showing 
the  great  hold  of  the  Established  Church ; 
60  Cross  Streets  ;  52  Elizabeth  Places  ; 
49  George  Streets;  87  High  Streets; 
44  Hope  Cottages ;  G4  John  Streets ;  43 
King  Streets  ;  58  Park  Places  ;  65  Park 
Terraces ;  70  Park  Villas ;  79  Prospert 
Places;  B9  Eose  Cottsges;  60  Victoria 
Cottages ;  66  Victoria  Terraces ;  54  Wil- 
liam Streets,  and  so  on  throughout  a 
very  long  list.  I  think  I  have  said 
enough  to  show  the  necessity  for  the 
exercise  of  very  great  caution  indeed 
before  we  proceed  to  abolish  free  ad- 
dresses, under  which  I  take  leave  to  say 
that  the  telegraph  system  has  extended 
in  the  most  satisfactory  and  astonishing 
way,  against  which  I  believe  there  is  no 
G:)mplaint  or  protest  upon  the  pert  of  the 
public,  and  no  demand  for  theabolitioa 
of  so  easy,  so  convenient,  and  so  satis- 
factory a  system.  There  is  one  further 
consideration  whit-h  I  would  entreat  the 
Committee  to  reflect  upon.  It  is  this — 
that  if  we  now,  on  this  very  specious 
calculation,  abolish  free  addresses,  we 
shall  never  get  them  back  again.  On 
the  other  hand,   if  the  Committee   is 

f  leased  to  adopt  the  alternative  scheme 
suggest,  there  is  nothing  which  would 
prevent  its  further  application  in  the 
granting  of  more  words  for  Grf.  than  I 
now  propose,  if  more  favourable  esti- 
mates are  hereafter  realized  than  those 
which  the  admittedly  clever  officers  of 
the  Department  anticipate.  If  the  san- 
guine views  of  the  bon.  Member  for 
Glasgow  are  correct,  and  if  the  tele- 
graph revenue  should  improve,  nothing 
would  bo  easier  than  to  allow  five  or  six 
words  for  &d.  with  free  addresses,  the 
maintenance  of  which  would  add  to  tho 
cootentment  and  satisfaction  of  the  great 
mass  of  the  telegraphing  community  of 
the  country.  But  if  you  onco  abolish 
free  addresses  you  moy  whistle  for  them 
afterwards.  I  have  nothing  further  to 
say.  I  have  felt  it  only  right  to  express 
my  views,  entertaining,  as  I  do,  strong 
opinions  on  the  subject.  I  will  not 
detain  the  Committee  further;  but  I 
will  ask  thom  to  vote  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  tlio  system  of  free  addresses,  in 
order  to  concede  a  Gd.  telegram  even  if 
there  be  a  complaint  in  the  first  instance 
that  we  give  only  a  few  words  in  the 
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body  of  tb«  telogram.  Tborn 
great  elasticity  in  my  scliome, 
you  can  odd  words  for  every  halfpenny  ; 
and,  at  any  rate,  it  would  work  well 
until  the  anticipations  of  the  hon.Mem- 
"ber  for  OlasgoT  are  fully  and  completely 
realized.  I  bog  t«  move  the  Amendment 
of  which  I  have  given  Notice. 

-  -"    Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  1,  lino  24,  to  leave  out  eub-Bection 
(1),  in  order  to  inflcrt  tho  words — "(1.)  Tho 
chntgei  for  the  transniiflaioii  of  written  tele- 
KTame  throughout  tbo  Uait«d  Kipgdont  shall 
UDiformty,  and  without  regard  to  {JiaCaoco, 
be  at  a  rata  not  excccdiog  sixpence  for  the  first 
three  words  of  each  telegram,  or  for  each  tele- 
gram of  less  than  three  words,  and  not  exceeding 
one  balfpeuoy  for  each  additiODB.1  word  ; 

"  (2.)  Tho  names  and  addresses  of  the  senders 
and  receivers  of  written  telegrams  shall  not  he 
counted  as  part  of  tho  words  fur  which  pa j*ment 
shoU  betcquired,"— {lord  JoAn  Jfanntn,) 

— instead  thereof. 

Queation  proposed,  '■  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

Me.  SHAW  LEFEVRE :  The  course 
pursued  by  tbo  noblo  Lord  opposite 
(Lord  John  Manners)  with  reference  to 
the  Bill  now  before  the  House  has  been 
entirely  eatisfactory  to  me,  and  I  haro 
to  thank  him  for  tho  consideration  he 
has  ehown  both  to  the  Bill  and  to  my- 
self. Holding,  as  the  noble  Lord  does, 
BO  strong  an  opinion  on  the  subject  of 
free  addreesee,  and  objecting  eo  strongly 
to  the  abolition  of  them,  it  was  not  to 
be  expected  that  he  would  adopt  the 
Bill  in  tola.  I  think,  therefore,  that  the 
noble  Lord  has  taken  an  oitromoly  wise 
course  in  leaving  the  conduct  of  the  Bill 
in  my  bands,  and  in  proposing  an  alter- 
native tariff  to  the  scheme  which  is  con- 
tained in  the  Bill.  Tbo  noblo  Lord  has 
admitted  that  my  fianueial  propositions 
are  sound  and  fair.  The  Committee 
will  recollect  that  on  introducing  th< 
Bill  I  stated  that  in  the  very  critical 
state  of  tho  financos  of  the  telegraph- 
services,  in  my  opinion,  and  in  that  of 
the  Treasury,  it  was  not  poasiblo  to  ii 
a  greater  loss  than  was  proposed  by  the 
Bill,  and  which  is  estimated  at  £  1 80,000. 
Tho  noble  Lord  ia  now  in  a  responsible 
position.  He  is  responsible  for  tbo 
finances  of  the  Department,  and  subject 
to  the  control  of  the  Treasury ;  he  fiod^ 
himself  under  precisely  the  same  rigid 
limits  with  regard  to  finance  which  I 
did.  He  has  admitted  that  I  was  cor- 
Lord  John  ilanneri 


rcct  in  my  estimate,  and  he  feols  him- 
self unable  to  propose  to  the  Committee 
any  alternative  plan  which  would  im- 
pose upon  the  Department  a  greater 
burden  than  I  propose.  Therefore,  the 
two  alternative  plans,  so  far  as  the  De- 
partment is  concerned,  are  identical  ; 
and  all  the  Committee  has  to  cooeider 
ia,  whether  the  alternative  of  the  noble 
Lord,  or  tho  acbeme  contained  in  the 
Bill,  will  be  most  convenient  for  the 
public.  The  noble  Lord  will,  perhaps, 
excuse  mo  for  saying  that  the  speech  bo 
has  delivered  to-night  must  have  been 
prepared  for  delivery  upon  the  second 
reading  of  tbo  Bill.  While  objecting  to 
the  abolition  of  free  addresses,  the  noble 
Lord  has  abstained  from  saying  much 
in  favour  of  his  own  proposal,  and  he 
has  not  quoted  a  single  authority  in 
support  of  it.  I  should  like  to  know  if 
any  one  of  the  persons  he  baa  quoted, 
either  lady  superintendent,  physicians, 
or  private  traders,  have  really  had  under 
consideration  the  alternative  scheme  of 
the  noble  Lord  ?  Can  be  produce  & 
single  authority,  either  in  his  own  De- 
partment or  oulside  of  it,  who  will  say 
that  tho  alternative  proposed  by  bini 
ia  a  satisfactory  solution  of  the  diffi- 
culty 'f  I  venture  to  maintain  that  there 
is  not  in  tho  Department  itself,  through- 
out the  wholo  telegraphic  service,  a 
single  individual  who  will  say  that  tho 
proposal  made  by  the  noble  Lord  is 
satisfactory,  or  who  will  deny  that  it 
would  lead  to  great  dissatisfaction  on 
the  part  of  the  pnblic,  and  give  rise 
to  new  agitation.  I  shall  not  follow 
the  noble  Lord  iu  the  precise  line  he 
has  taken.  What  I  propose  to  do 
is  to  comjiare  the  two  alternatives 
before  tbo  Committee,  which  are  ad- 
mitted to  have  the  same  financial  re- 
sults. It  will  then  be  for  ihe  Committee 
to  consider  which  is  the  better  one.  Tho 
noble  Lord  proposes  to  reloin  free  ad- 
dresses, and  to  charge  Sd.  for  three 
words.  My  proposal  is  to  give  1 2  words 
for  6(/.,  abolishing  free  addresses,  and 
rising  by  id.  for  every  additional  two 
words  ;  but  I  am  quite  prepared  to 
accept  the  suggestion  of  my  hon.  Friend 
the  >[enibor  for  Glasgow  (Dr.  Came* 
ron],  and  substitute  id.  per  word. 
Therefore,  from  Gd.  upwards,  the  tariff 
of  tho  two  schemes  would  be  practically 
the  same.  The  only  question  is,  what 
it  is  to  bo  given  for  6rf.— three  words, 
with  a  free  oddross,  or  12  words  wtlL- 
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out.  The  calculation  I  received  from 
tlie  permanent  ofBcera  of  tbe  Depart- 
ment was  that,  if  free  addresses  nrere 
aholished,  fire  words,  on  the  average, 
would  be  required  for  the  address,  and 
seven  would  remain  for  the  contents 
of  the  message.  Therefore,  my  seven 
words  would  compare  favourably  with 
the  three  words  of  the  noble  Lord. 
The  noble  Lord  meets  this  by  saying 
that  the  number  of  words  required  for  a 
f-ree  address  is  altogether  unkaown. 
That  I  deny;  I  have  had  an  inves- 
tigation made  of  a  large  number  of 
grains,  which  show  that  the  addri 
could  be  reduced,  if  necessary,  to  five 
words  or  four,  and  even  to  three ;  but 
that  the  average  would  be  five  words. 
That,  of  course,  is  subject  to  the  con- 
cession made  to  tbe  hon.  Member  for 
Glasgow,  that  figures  up  to  five  in  num- 
ber should  be  counted  as  one  word,  and 
that  the  name  of  the  sender  need  not  be 
transmitted.  I  repeat  again,  that  the 
result  of  a  very  long  investigation  of 
telegrams  showed  conclusively  that  the 
average  in  future  would  be  live  words, 
and  not  II,  as  is  now  the  case.  The 
Committee  can  hardly  be  aware  of  the 
great  waste  which  now  takes  place  in 
telegraphing  addresson,  and  the  large 
number  of  unnecessary  worda  used  in 
addresses.  This  waste  cripples  the 
energies  of  the  Staff  of  the  Department, 
causes  delay  in  the  transmission  of  tele- 
grams, and  entails  a  large  cost  on  the 
Department.  I  should  like  to  give  the 
Committee  two  or  three  illustrations  o[ 
the  waste  of  words  used  in  telei^rams. 
I  called  upon  the  officer  of  the  Depart- 
ment to  give  me  some  examples  of 
wasted  and  superfluous  addresses.  He 
produced  three  cases.  The  first  was  that 
of  a  milliner  at  Dover  who  used  32 
words  in  describing  her  address.  The 
next  was  that  of  a  noble  Earl  who  had 
gained  some  advantage  upon  a  Bill  in 
Parliament,  and  in  telegraphing  tho 
result  of  his  success  to  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  a  distant  county  he  used  46 
words  in  describing  his  own  address  and 
tliatofhis  friend.  The  third  instance 
was  from  a  person  who  ought  to  have 
known  better  ;  in  point  of  fact,  it  was 
the  late  Postmaster  General- — myself.  I 
had  telegraphed  from  the  Houseof  Com- 
mons to  tbe  head  of  the  Telegraph  De- 
partment, informing  him  that  this  Bill 
would  not  come  on,  and  I  used  11 
words  for  the  two  addresses.     It  was 


pointed  out  to  me  that  three  would  have 
been  amply  sufflcient,  and  probably  if 
I  had  had  to  pay  for  the  addresses  I 
should  have  saved  eight  of  them,  or 
otherwise  Ad.,  and  should  have  con- 
fined myself  to  the  three  alone  that 
were  necessary.  I  would  undertake  to 
say  that,  having  gone  through  a  con- 
siderable number  of  telegrams,  there  is 
not  one  of  them  which  does  not  contain 
waste  and  superfluous  verbiage  in  the 
shape  of  addresses.  I  have,  therefore, 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary,  in  the  interest  of  the 
senders  of  telegrams  themselves,  to  im- 
pose some  limit  in  order  to  prevent  the 
transmission  of  superfluous  and  unne- 
cessary words,  and  I  think  that  the  only 
way  of  doing  this  is  to  give  the  senders 
of  telegrams  an  interest  in  curtailing 
their  addresses.  According  to  the  view 
of  the  Department,  the  average  num- 
ber of  unnecessary  words  used  in  tele- 
grams is  six.  If,  in  future,  there  are 
sis  unnecessary  words  in  every  tele- 
gram, and  if  they  are  multiplied  by ' 
30,000.000,  the  number  of  telegrams 
which  it  is  expected  will  he  despatched 
annually  when  this  Bill  becomes  law, 
they  would  amount  to  23  per  cent  of  all 
the  words  sent  over  the  wires  by  the 
Post  Oflice.  It  follows,  then,  that  if  23 
percentofthe  words  telegraphed  through 
the  Post  Office  are  useless  and  unneces- 
sary, the  very  lowest  estimate  I  can  make 
of  the  cost  of  telegraphing  these  use- 
less and  unnecessary  worda  is  £250,000 
a-year.  Is  it  not  worth  while  to  make 
some  effort,  oven  at  the  sacrifice  of  con- 
to  some  classes  of  the 


nity,  for  the  purpose  of  saving  so  largo 
a  somas  £250,000  annually,  which  would 
otherwise  bo  paid,  not  by  the  Depart- 
ment, as  tbe  noble  Lordappears  to  think, 
but  by  the  senders  of  telegrams  ?  That  is 
the  real  proposition  before  us.  The  uoble 
Lord  proposes,  in  his  alternative  scheme, 
to  give  freeaddreseesand  three  words  for 
M.  Why  does  the  uoble  Lord  limit 
himself  to  three  words?  It  is  on  ac- 
count of  the  great  cost  of  the  superfluous 
words  sent  in  the  addresses.  He  Is 
necessarily  limited  to  three  words  of 
the  text,  because  he  does  not  like  to  in- 
terfere with  free  addresses.  If  the 
noble  Lord couldreducethesesuperfluous 
words  and  add  them  to  the  text  and 
message,  be  would  be  able  to  give  more 
words  for  Gd.  Three  words  in  the  test 
for  almost  any  message, 
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asd  I  have  cometo  tlie  conclusion  that  not 
one  message  ia  40  ^ould  be  sent  for  6i. 
under  the  noble  Lord's  tariff.  Inasoiuch 
aa  there  would  be  the  eame  inducement 
under  the  noble  Ixird's  tariff  as  there 
voiild  be  under  mine  to  cut  down  the 
words  in  the  text  as  much  as  possible,  I 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  under 
the  noble  Lord's  tariff  the  senders  of 
telegrams  would  have  to  pay  in  every 
case  for  four  additional  words.  The 
transmiesion  of  those  four  additional 
words,  if  multiplied  by  30,000,000, 
would  coBt  £260,000,  which  almost 
exactly  meets  the  cost  of  telegrnphing 
superfluous  words  in  the  addresses. 
Therefore,  I  believe  my  contention  is 
right,  that  the  charge  of  £260,000 
a-year  caused  by  telegraphing  super- 
fluous oud  unnecessary  words,  in  the 
shape  of  addresses,  will  fall  on  the 
Benders  of  telegrams,  who  will  have  to 
pay  for  it  by  teles^raphing  four  addi- 
tional words.  Allow  me  to  make  a 
comparison  between  the  two  tariffs. 
Under  the  noble  Lord's  tariff,  accord- 
ing  to  the  best  calculation  I  have 
been  able  to  make,  certainly  not  one 
telegram  in  40  would  be  sent  for  6i. 
The  average  cost  to  the  sender  of  tele- 
grams, in  consequence  of  the  necessity 
of  sending  four  extra  words  in  the  text, 
would  be  2d.  Therefore,  every  tele- 
gram sent  under  the  noble  Lord's  tariff 
would  cost  2(/.  more  than  the  average 
telegram  sent  under  mine.  Under  my 
tariff  it  is  calculated  that  40  per  cent  of 
the  telegrams  would  bo  sent  for  6rf. 
whereas  under  the  tariff  of  the  nobli 
Lord  only  one  telei^ram  in  40  would  be 
sent  for  &d.  This  is  tot  an  assump- 
tion, but  is  founded  on  a  careful  inrea- 
tigation  of  a  large  number  of  telegrams 
The  Committee  will  recollect  that  wfaei 
I  introduced  the  Bill  I  met  the  argu- 
ment that  the  tariff  wes  likely  to  fall 
hardly  upon  the  working  closses  by  thi 
statement  that  I  had  obtained  as  many 
telegrams  as  I  could  which  had  been 
sent  by  working  moo.  It  wa^  rather 
difficult  to  collect  tliem ;  but  I  aucceedod 
in  collecting  about  1S7  telegrams  sent 
by  working  men.  I  had  them  examined 
and  compressed  within  reasonable  limits, 
and  it  was  found  that  by  compressing 
them,  not  in  a  very  scieniifiu  manner  as 
the  oohle  Lord  appears  to  think,  but 
in  a  reasonable  manner,  71  of  those 
telegrams  could  be  sent  for  6i,  and  that 
the  average  charge  for  each  of  the  157 
Mr.  Shau  Ltfirrt 


telegrams  would  be  7)1^.  I  have  lately 
applied  to  the  sametelegrams,  compressed 
in  the  way  I  have  described,  the  noble 
Lord's  tariff,  and  the  result  was  that  not 
71,  but  only  four  could  be  sent  for  Brf., 
id  that  the  average  charge  on  the 
whole  of  the  167  telegrams  would  be 
l^d.  more  than  under  the  tariff  of  this 
Bill.  I  wish,  then,  to  ask  the  noble 
Lord  wken  he  pleads  the  cause  of  the 
working  man,  which  of  the  two  tariffs 
the  working  man  would  prefer  ?  Would 
prefer  the  one  under  which  ooly 
four  out  of  157  could  be  sent  for  Gd.,  or 
the  tariff  under  which  71  out  of  157 
could  be  sent  for  6i  ?  I  should  like  to 
take  the  opinion  of  the  working  men 
themselves  as  to  which  of  the  two  .tariffs 
the  whole  they  would  think  the  beat. 
I  venture  to  say  that  the  tarifT  of 
the  noble  Lord  in  this  respect  ia  not 
to  be  compared  with  mine.  It  ap- 
pears to  me,  therefore,  that  the  tariff 
introduced  by  the  noble  Lord  can  be  Id 
no  sense  called  a  Gd.  telegram.  The 
telegrams  that  would  be  sent  under  it 
for  Sd.  are  so  few  in  number  that,  prac- 
tically, it  cannot  be  called  a  Bd.  telegram  ; 
but  although  there  would  be  a  large 
number  over  6d.  under  the  tariff  of  the 
Bill,  still  the  number  sent  for  6u'.  would 
be  very  considerable,  and  therefore  would 
be  a  great  boon  to  people  who  make  use 
of  the  telegraphs.  The  noble  Lord  haa 
quoted  various  classes  of  people  who 
object  to  the  tariff  of  the  Bill,  and 
amongst  others  he  has  mentioned  a  very 
important  firm  from  the  town  which  I 
have  the  honour  lo  represent — Uessrs. 
iSiitton,  of  Beading.  No  doubt,  Messrs. 
Sutton  have  written  to  the  uewspapera 
ubjeiting  to  the  tariff  I  have  proposed ; 
but  1  have  reason  to  believe  that  if  the 
whole  of  their  telegrams  could  be  ex- 
amined at  the  Post  Office,  I  should  ba 
able  to  give  a  complete  answer  to  the 
statements  which  have  been  made.  I 
asked  for  permission  to  peruse  their 
telegrams  for  that  purpose,  promising 
not  to  make  use  of  the  contents ;  but 
Uessrs.  Sutton  have  not  had  the  faimeea 
to  allow  the  examinations  to  be  made. 
I  mill  not  trouble  the  Committee  by  re- 
ferring to  the  arguments  the  noble  Lord 
used  in  reference  to  the  cases  of  non- 
commissioned oflicers  and  soldiers.  I 
apprehend  that  it  is  not  very  often  that 
a  non-commissioned  officer  or  a  privatv 
in  the  Army  makes  use  of  the  telegraph 
service  at  all,  nor  do  I  pret«nd  to  njr 
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that  there  insy  not,  in  some  caseci,  be  an 

ineqiialitj  in  the  waste  arising  from  the 
nature  of  the  address;  but  I  would  ask 
the  House  to  consider  what  is  the  differ- 
ence bolM-een  the  cases  mentioned  by  the 
noble  Lord  of  sti'eeta  ia  London  where 
it  ia  necessary  to  give  the  name  of  a 
second  street  in  order  to  define  the  ad- 
dress accurately.  Two  words  would 
cover  all  the  difference.  Eveu  conceding 
an  extra  two  words,  and  comparing  the 
tariff  of  the  nohlo  Lord  with  my  own,  I 
believe  that  mine  would  be  a  better  one 
for  the  public  than  that  of  the  noble 
Lord.  After  all,  there  Is  bound  to  be  a 
certain  inequality  in  the  addresses.  A 
very  large  number  of  addresses  would 
require  only  three  words;  others  would 
require  four ;  but  ihe  average.  I  believe, 
would  be  five.  And  with  this  average 
there  cannot  be  a  question  that  the  tariff 
of  the  Bill  would  be  much  more  lavour- 
able  by  compari$oa  than  that  of  the 
noble  Xiord.  Let  me  point  out  to  the 
Committee,  assuming  I  am  right  in 
regard  to  the  average  number  of  words 
contained  in  the  address,  what  the  dif- 
ference is  between  the  tariff  of  the  noble 
Lord  and  my  own.  In  all  cases  where 
the  addressBS  are  under  nine  words  the 
sender  of  a  telegram  would  be  better  off 
under  my  tariff  than  under  that  of  the 
noble  Lord.  By  the  noble  Lord'M 
scheme  a  message  of  15  words  would 
cost  1». ;  whereas  under  my  tariff,  as- 
enming  the  average  number  of  words  in 
the  address  to  be  five,  19  words  in  the 
text  of  the  message  would  only  cost  1«. 
Therefore,  on  all  these  points  roy  tariff 
compares  favourably  with  that  of  the 
noble  Lord,  and  from  whatever  point  of 
view  the  Cummittee  look  at  the  ques- 
tion I  think  they  will  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  tariff  of  the  noble 
ia  an  unsatisfactory  one,  and  that  the 
tariff  proposed  in  the  Bill  ia  afar  better 
one  fur  the  public.  I  will  not  detain 
the  Committee  any  longer  upon  this 
question ;  but  there  is  cue  other  point  I  j 
wish  to  call  attention  to  if  the  noble  ' 
Lord  will  give  me  his  attention.  It 
in  a  point  to  which  I  know  the  officers 
of  the  Department  attach  very  great  im- 
portance; and  it  is  that,  if  only  three 
words  are  conceded  in  the  text,  there 
is  very  great  danger  that  the  senders 
of  messages  will  use  part  oT  the  address 
as  a  code.  I  have  heard  from  a  mor- 
chQDt  of  Glasgow  that  already  addresses 


are  occasionally  employed  id  that  way, 
for  the  purpose  of  saving  money  in 
the  body  of  the  message  itself.  To 
some  extent,  I  am  told,  that  is  already 
diine,  and  the  permanent  officers  of  the 
Department  have  everv  reason  to  believe 
that  the  practice  would  extend.  I  am 
quite  sure  that  the  Department  has  in- 
formed the  noble  Iiord  that  considerable 
danger  will  arise  if  the  tariff  he  pro- 
poses be  adopted.  Putting  all  things 
together  and  taking  a  broad  view  of  the 
case.  I  will  contlude  by  summing  up 
what  I  consider  to  be  ihe  superior  ad- 
vantages of  my  scheme  over  that  of  the 
noble  Lord.  By  the  noble  Lord's  tariff 
only  three  words  are  conceded  ;  secondly, 
every  sender  of  a  telegram  would  be  re- 
quired to  pay  for  fuur  extra  words  as 
compared  with  the  tariff  in  the  Bill ; 
thirdly,  the  average  charge  for  each 
message  would  be  from  IJrf.  to  2d.  more 
than  under  the  Bill ;  and,  lastly,  no  less 
than  £2.50, 000  a-year  would  be  expended 
by  the  senders  of  telegrams  in  useless 
addresses.  That  sum  of  £250,000  would 
have  to  be  paid  by  the  public  in  conse- 
quence of  the  limited  number  of  words 
allowed  in  the  test.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  tariff  I  have  introduced  in  the  Bill 
is  a  very  simple  one,  and  the  Depart- 
ment would  be  saved  the  coat  of  tele- 
graphing 23  per  cent  of  useless  words 
and  addresses. 

Mh.  gray  said,  that  however  much 
the  country  and  the  Committee  had  to 
congratulate  themselves  on  other  ac- 
counts on  the  chanKB  of  Government, 
he  thought  it  would  be  unfortunate  if 
the  sibame  of  tiie  Government  were 
carried  out  in  its  entirely.  The 
granting  of  free  add  reuses  was  not  for 
the  purpose  of  restricting  the  service  of 
the  public,  but  for  increasing  it.  He 
infinitsly  preferred  the  plan  of  the  late 
to  that  of  the  present  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral. TheCommittee  were  called  upon  to 
decide  upon  the  proposition  of  the  late 
Government,  which  the  noble  Lord  op- 
posed when  it  was  introduced,  on  the 
ground  that  it  did  not  give  the  people 
sufficient  facilities,  and  yet  the  scheme 
now  proposed  by  the  noble  Lord  himself 
would  give  them  lee?.  Between  the  two 
propositions  the  Committee  were  called 
upim  to  decide  whether  they  ought  to 
liave  the  number  of  words  proposi'd  by 
tbu  late  Postmaster  General  without 
free  addresses,  or  the  limited  number  of 
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free  addresses.     His  (Mr.  Grny'a)  opi- I  carrying  on  a  Press  system  at  an  un- 


IB  that  they  should  hi 
her  of  words  given  by  the  late  Post- 
master Geaeral,  together  with  the  free 
addresses  proposed  by  the  noble  Lord 
when  he  was  untrammelled  by  the  cares 
of  Office.  He  was  inclined  to  think  that, 
if  the  Department  were  more  carefully 
managed,  a  message  of  12  words  and 
free  addresses  might  be  given  for  Grf. 
without  incurring  any  loss  at  all  to  the 
Bevenne.  Hethought  hewasin  a  posi- 
tion to  give  an  instance,  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Committee,  to  show 
how  expensively  the  entire  Department 
was  worked.  When  the  telegraphs  were 
taken  over  by  the  State  in  1870,  an 
arrangemeat  was  in  existence  with  re- 
gard to  Press  messages.  The  old  Tele- 
graph Companies  were  in  the  habit  of 
supplying  the  Fre°s  with  news  at  a  cer- 
tain rate.  The  Telegraph  Companies 
collected  the  news  theiii selves  and  trans- 
mitted it  to  the  newspapers  at  a  fixed 
annual  sum,  which  was  estimated  to  cost, 
upon  a  number  of  words  transmitted, 
about  Ad.  or  4^d.  per  100  words.  After 
a  careful  investigation,  it  was  decided 
that  about  one-balf  of  that  cost  was  in- 
curred in  the  collection  of  news,  and  the 
other  half  was  due  to  the  transmission 
of  news.  Of  course,  it  was  impossible 
for  the  Government  Department  to 
undertake  the  collection  of  news  ;  and, 
therefore,  when  the  Government  came 
into  possession  of  the  wires,  they  entered 
into  an  arrangement  with  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  Press  of  the  United  King- 
dom, by  which  Press  messages  were  to 
be  sent  at  therate  of  2  W.  per  100  words. 
He  believed  the  Department  asserted 
that  the  Press  service  now  involved  a 
loss  to  the  countrv  of  something  lika 
£150,000  or  £200,000  ayear.  As  one 
who  was  connected  with  and  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  Press,  he  failed  to  see 
why  the  Government  should  subsidize 
the  Press  of  the  United  Kingdom  to  the 
esteot  of  £200,000  a- year ;  and  if  it  were 
the  fact  that  the  Press  service  cost  the 
country  so  much  money,  he  did  not  see 
why  the  late  Postmaster  General  and  the 
present  Postmaster  Genoral  should  have 
avoided  that  subject,  and  not  dealt  with 
the  question  of  Press  rates.  It  would 
have  bean  easy  to  say  that  the  Press 
were  receiving  from  the  Government 
more  than  they  were  eutitlcd  to ;  and  if 
3ir.  Gray 


remunerative  rate,  Parliament  might  be 
asked  to  revise  the  tariff.  He  therefore 
asked  the  noble  Lord  to  tell  the  Com- 
mittee whether  that  was  the  fact  or  not. 
The  officials  of  the  Department  alleged 
that  the  Department  was  now  under  s 
heavy  loss  arising  from  the  transmission 
of  Press  messages.  The  reason  why  he 
alluded  to  that  point  was  not  that  he 
had  any  strong  desire  to  see  the  charge 
for  Press  messages  increased,  but  to 
point  out  that  if  the  old  Telegraph  Com- 
panies found  it  remunerative  to  send 
Press  messages  at  the  rate  of  2d.  for  100 
words,  the  Committee  ought  to  be  told 
why  the  Qovernment  were  unable  to  do 
the  same  without  incurring  an  enormous 
loss.  If  it  were  really  the  fact,  it  was 
quite  evident  that  the  cost  of  the  service 
under  Government  management  had 
been  enormously  increased.  If  tbeproGt 
which  the  Telegraph  Companies  were 
able  to  make  had  been  converted  into  a 
loss  of  £200,000  a-year  to  the  Govern- 
ment, it  was  only  fair  and  roasonahle  to 
conclude  that  the  Telegraph  Service 
under  the  conCrol  of  the  Post  Office  was 
carried  on  at  an  extravagant  rate.  If 
that  were  so,  they  had  arrived  at  the 
real  cause  why  a  telegraphic  aervica 
equal  to  the  Continental  service  could 
not  be  given  to  the  public  of  this  coun- 
try. What  cost  2d.  on  the  Continent 
cost  Ad.  in  this  country.  He  entertained 
a  strong  opinion  that  a  service  for  which 
I».  was  now  charged  could  be  carried  on 
properly  for  &d.,  and  he  certainly  thought 
thatthe  present  I*,  telegram,  with  freead- 
dresses,  might  be  sent  for  6if.  if  the  De- 
partment were  worked  as  economically 
as  the  old  Companies  performed  the 
same  service  for  the  benefit  of  theirshare- 
holders,  seeing  that  the  old  Companies 
were  able  to  conduct  the  service  and 
realize  a  considerable  profit  from  it.  He 
had  no  doubt  that  the  proposal  of  the 
noble  Lord  would  be  much  less  advan- 
tageous to  the  public  than  that  which 
was  at  present  contained  in  the  BUI. 
Without  intending  any  disrespect  to- 
wards the  noble  Lord,  he  could  only 
suppose  that  it  was  simply  a  desire  to 
be  consistent  which  made  the  noble  Lord 
now  propose  free  addresses  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  message  itself.  The  present 
proposition  was  absolutely  luilicroaa. 
What  the  public  wasted  nu  free  sd- 
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dressM  and  an  adequate  number  of  words 
in  the  message  itself.  He  trusted  that 
before  the  Committee  eeased  its  labours, 
the  questiou  he  had  put  to  the  Qovern- 
ment  in  refetence  to  Press  mesaagas 
would  receive  elucidation.  It  was  quite 
evident  that  if  a  Bervice  which  was 
originally  carried  on  at  a  profit,  now 
involved  a  loss  of  £200,000  a-year,  there 
mnst  be  something  radically  wrong  with 
regard  to  it,  and  that  it  must  be  carried 
on  at  an  extravagant  cost. 

THECHANCELIiOEop-THEEXOHE- 
.  QUEB  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beagh)  : 
The  Government  could  certainly  not 
agree  to  give,  as  the  bon.  Uember  sug- 
gests, a  larger  number  of  words  and  free 
addresses.  I  must  repeat  the  words  of 
my  Fredeoeseor  in  the  Office  I  have  now 
the  honour  to  hold,  that  we  cannot  im- 
pose upon  the  Treasuiy  a  larger  burden 
than  it  is  now  called  upon  to  bear.  The 
choice  lies  between  the  scheme  of  the 
late  Postmaster  General  and  that  of  my 
noble  Friend,  and  the  Oovemment  are 
prepared  to  carry  out  whichever  of  these 
alternative  proposals  the  Committee 
prefer.  More  than  that  I  cannot  say  ; 
and  I  can  now  only  appeal  to  the  Com- 
mittee, considering  tne  hour  at  which 
we  have  arrived,  to  go  to  a  division  at 
once. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  62; 
Noes  108:  Majority  46. —  (Div.  List, 
No.  256.) 

Me.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  said,  that  in 
parsoanoe  of  the  arrangement  which 
nad  been  entered  into,  he  would  now 
move  to  report  Progress. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Pro- 
gress, and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — {Mr. 
Shaw  Z*/tt>rt.) 

Tn"B  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  said, 
that  after  the  result  of  the  division  he 
did  not  propose  to  move  any  further 
Amendments. 

Motion,  by  leave,  teithdrtmm. 

Clause  agr««d  to. 

Remuning  Clauses  agretd  to. 

House  ruuwud. 

Bill  rtporttd,  without  Amendment,  to 
be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow, 

VOL.  CCO.      [thiko  scaiEa.] 
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[ioril.]— [BIU.1B9.] 
{Sseretttry  Sir  Jf.  Mthelon  Crott.) 
OOUHTTTEB.       . 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Sir  R.  AasEETON  Cfiose  and  Mr.  Hop- 
wood  rising  together,  Mr.  Spbakeb 
called  upon  the  former. 

The  SECRETARY  OF  ST ATEfoe  THE 
HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  K.  Asbhe- 
Toif  Csoas) :  I  rise  to  move.  Sir,  that 
you  do  leave  the  Chair,  and  I  will  not 
detain  the  House  more  than  one  or  two 
minutes.  I  simply  want  to  lay  that  this 
Bill  deals  with  questions  of  a  very  grave 
character,  and  though  I  regret  that  some 
time  has  elapsed  between  its  second 
reading  and  the  Motion  that  you.  Sir, 
do  leave  the  Chair,  yet.  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  beside  mo  (the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer)  has  stated  to 
the  House  to-day,  we  shall  go  ou  with 
the  consideration  of  the  measure  from 
day  to  day  until  the  Committee  is  dosed. 
This  is  a  question  which  has  stirred 
England  from  one  end  to  the  other. 
L"Oh,  oh!"]  An  hon.  Member  ex- 
presses dissent;  but  I  am  bound  to  re- 
peat  the  statement  which  I  have  already 
made — that  there  is  nothing  more  sacred 
to  the  English  people,  and  there  is  no- 
thing which  they  are  so  determined  to 
m^ntain,  as  the  purity  of  their  own 
households.  The  feeling  has  gone 
abroad  that  the  purity  of  their  house- 
holds and  the  honour  of  their  daughters 
has  been  and  is  liable  to  be  violated, 
and  they  have  made  up  their  minds  that 
this  shall  no  longer  be  the  case.  I  do 
not  know  what  reasons  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Stockport  (Mr. 
Hopwood)  and  others  who  intend  to  op- 
pose your  leaving  the  Chair  can  pos- 
sibly bring  forward  upon  this  question  ; 
but  I  am  surprised  that  any  Amendment 
should  have  been  put  upon  the  Paper 
against  the  propoBal,  and  ihey  will  have 
to  answer  to  the  public  and  to  their  coo- 
stituenoies  for  their  action  in  this  case. 
Alt  I,  on  behalf  of  Her  Majesty's  Qo- 
vemment,  can  say  is  that,  as  far  as  we 
are  concerned,  we  are  determined,  as  far 
as  we  can  within  ordinary  and  proper 
limits,  that  the  purity  of  the  house- 
holds of  this  country  shall  be  main- 
tained, and  that  those  who  wish  to  vio- 
late them  shall  be  punished.    I  beg  %a 
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move.  Sir,  that  you  do  now  leave  the 
Chair. 

Motion  made,  ani  Quaation  proposed, 
"  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair."  —  (Secretary  Sir  U.  Auhetan 
CriKi.) 

Mb.  HOPWOOD,  in  rising  to  move 
the  following  Amendment ; — 

"  That,  ia  viev  of  the  fact  tbat  there  already 
eiiats  much  legislation  of  the  kind,  littlnkaovn 


and  that  besidex  much  of 
a  contradictory  character  partly  for  tho  regula- 
tion and  partly  for  the  repression  of  vice,  it  is 
eipedieDt  that  further  inquiry  and  more  delibe- 
ration ha  given  to  the  subject  before  proceeding 
with  the  eaid  Committee," 
said,  that  he  oonld  not  understand  why 
the  right  hon.  Qentleman  oppoeite  (the 
Seoretar;  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment) had  interfered  with  the  ordinary 
course,  and  interposed  between  the 
House  and  the  Motion  of  which  he  (Mr. 
Hopwood)  had  given  Notice,  unless  it 
were  for  the  indecent  purpose — ilnler- 
ruplion,  and  tmphatie  eritt  of  "  Order !  " 
and  "  Withdraw !  "] 

Mb.  SPEAEEB:  That  ie  nota  proper 
expression  for  the  hon. and  learned  Mem- 

ber  to  use 

Ms.  HOPWOOD:  I  withdraw— 
["Order!"] 

Mb,  SFEAKEB  :  It  is  out  of  Order, 
and  I  hope  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber will  withdraw  it. 

Mb.  HOPWOOD  said,  that  he  had, 
at  onoe,  withdrawn  the  word;  and  he 
would  say,  with  leave,  instead,  that  it 
was  an  nnheeoming  attack  on  those 
who,  like  himself,  were  as  much  moved 
by  a  sense  of  duty  as  the  right  hon. 
Qentleman,  and  who  were  doing  their 
duty  to  their  constituencies  quite  as  much 
OBtae  right  hon.  Qentleman,  who,  though 
now  riding  upon  a  storm  created  by 
sational  statements  of  a  filthy  character 
in  a,  public  journal,  many  of  them  being 
untrue,  while  others  only  dealt  with 
well-known  phases  of  immorality,  com- 
mon to  every  large  city  in  the  world, 
nevertheless  had  for  years  acquieaoed  in 
the  state  of  things  he  was  now  so  anxious 
to  amend.  He  (Mr.  Hopwood)  could 
show  that  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
himself  was  one  who  had  resisted 
former  occasion  the  raising  of  the  age  of 
protection.  It  was  possible  that  he 
should  find  himself  atone  in  the  course 
which  he  was  following.  He  should, 
nevertheless,  continue  in  it,  because  he 
deprecated  any  change  in  the  taw,  eZ' 
"^ir  li.  Assheton  Croii 
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cept  where  it  wae  shown  and  proved  to 
be  necessary;  and,  secondly,  it  should 
then  be  discussed  calmly,  for  there  were  ■ 
dangers  to  be  canfddered  in  the  Bill 
which  were  of  such  a  serious  nature 
that  before  the  Bill  was  allowed  to  come 
into  law  they  should  carefully  consider 
what  its  effect  wae  likely  to  be.  If  the 
House  of  Commons  was  not  to  keep  its 
head  clear,  and  preserve  a  dispassionate 
oootneas  in  a  time  of  clamour  and  panic 
like  the  present,  upon  what  institution 
could  the  country  rely  for  advice  and 
guidance?  ^Vllom  else  could  they  look 
upon  as  their  savionr  ?  He  deprecated 
all  talk  about  the  purity  of  homes  and 
the  inviolable  sanctity  of  the  family  as 
inflammatory.  He  considered  he  had  a 
perfect  right  to  discuss  the  question ; 
and  with  regard  to  those,  if  there  were 
any,  who  doubted  whether  he  took  a 
wholesome  interest  in  this  subject,  he 
would  remind  them  that  the  very  last 
Act  passed  for  the  protection  of  ohild- 
hood  was  drafted  by  him  and  passed 
through  the  House  by  him  with  very 
little  help,  indeed,  from  other  hon.  Mem- 
bers. A!a  his  character  seemed  now  to 
le  impugned,  ho  would  call  evidence  in 
lupport  of  his  statements  from  that  un- 
deniable source,  the  Statute  Book  of  the 
Bealm.  He  referred  to  the  Act  which 
declared  that  consent  on  the  part  of  a 
child  to  participation  in  filthy  practices 
should  no  longer  be  a  valid  defenca. 
Those  hon.  Membera  who  were  ready  to 


hurry  the  present  Bill  through  the 
House  at  all  hazards,  knew  nothing 
about  the  evils  of  which  they  were 
making  so  much  ado,  and  would  have 
token  no  steps  except  for  the  publica- 
tion of  some  sensational  and  inflamma- 
tory stories  in  a  public  print  which  they 
were  innocent  enough  to  believe.  Thero 
were  full-grown  men  in  the  House  who 
now,  forsooth,  were  so  ahooked  with 
what  they  had  read  and  heard  that,  they 
could  rest  neither  by  day  nor  night  nntQ 
this  Bill  was  passed ;  but,  for  his  part, 
he  thought  it  was  discreditable  to  them 
to  pretend  not  to  have  known  that  much 
depravity  had  existed  in  London  in  all 
times.  Had  hon.  Members  who  wer« 
in  such  a  fume  about  the  passing  of  this 
measure  ever  practised  before  a  Judge 
and  jury  and  seen  a  wretched  man  in 
peril  in  consequence  of  a  false  aoonsa- 
tion  ?  Writings  of  a  sensational  and 
scandalous  nature  had  been  dt«u]at«d 
abroad,  and  those  who  pretonded  to  tska 
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the  matter  up  under  the  plea  that  their 
own  ignorance  had  been  snocked  by  the 
disclosures  contained  in  them  did  little 
eervioe  to  the  comnmnity  by  encouraging 
the  further  publication  of  such  offensive 
Btttff.  If  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton (Ifr.  Bradlaugh),  vhom  he  re- 
fp-etted  not  to  see  in  his  place,  had 
only  published  one-half  of  that  which 
had  appeared  in  Tfie  Pall  Mall  Ga- 
utte,  Uie  cry  would  have  been,  "Pro- 
eecufe  him,  prosecute  him !  "  When 
they  were  told  that  it  had  been  done  in 
the  eervice  of  humanity,  he  wondered  at 
the  innocence  of  those  who  put  it  thus. 
It  was  not  the  language  of  truth.  It 
was  sentimental,  inflammatory  language, 
written  with  a  spioe  "  to  make  it  read  " 
aa  attractive  as  each  vile  filth  could  be 
made.  The  greater  part  of  the  publi- 
cation was  untrue,  and  that  part  of  it 
which  was  true  hon.  Members  already 
knew,  and  it  was  hypocrisy  for  them  to 
pretend  that  they  did  not  know  of  the 
exifltence  of  such  crimes  in  London  and 
other  cities  throughout  not  only  Eng- 
land, but  the  Universe,  before  they  saw 
it  proclaimed  under  the  voucher  of  the 
Editor  of  Tlit  Pall  Mall  Oatett*.  But 
before  introducing  fresh  legislation  the 
promoters  of  the  Bill  must  prove  that  the 
existing  law  was  not  sufficiently  strong 
to  deal  with  the  matter.  The  Law  of 
^lape  would  not  be  improved  by  the  pass- 
ing of  this  Bill.  What  they  wanted 
was  detection  of  crime,  and  not  a  multi- 
jplicity  of  Acts  of  Farliameut  which  could 
be  ef  no  practical  service.  The  laws  as 
to  rape  and  the  offence  of  decoying  girls 
under  14  were  applicable  to  more  than 
nine-tenths  of  the  cases  which  had  been 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  public.  The 
real  agitation  came  to  this — a  very  een- 
sentional  newspaper  had  taken  up  the 
cause  of  morality,  and  had  argued  it 
from  motives  of  its  own ;  and  a  large 
Society  in  the  country,  which  also  traded 
upon  the  weaknesses  of  mankind  white 
it  professed  to  direct  its  higher  aims 
towards  religion,  had  also  taken  it  up. 
He  referred  to  the  Salvation  Army, 
which,  in  this  matter,  provided  that  re- 
ligion should  be  served,  combined  with 
a  good  investment  of  its  funds,  for  the 
purpose  of  gratifying  personal  ends.  If 
this  Bill  were  carried  forward,  he  wished 
its  promoters  joy  of  their  success ;  but 
he  was  sure  that  they  would  live  to 
ruo  it.  Tho  House  should  be  careful 
not  to  relieve  women  of    their    indi- 


vidual responsibility,  while  paying  no 
regard  to  the  dangers  from  designing 
females  to  the  young  of  the  other 
sex.  It  had  been  eaid  publicly  by 
a  benevolent  friend  of  his,  to  whom 
eociety  owed  a  great  desl  (Mr.  8.  Mor- 
ley),  that  with  reference  to  this  matter 
there  was  one  law  for  the  rich  ,and 
one  for  the  poor.  Great  caution  ought 
to  be  observed  before  using  inflam- 
matory language  of  that  kind.  The 
law  was  perfectly  equal  both  for  the 
rich  end  the  poor.  It  might,  perhaps, 
be  said  that  ttie  protection  of  the  Court 
of  Chancery  could  not  be  taken  ad- 
vantage of  by  the  poor  man ;  but  he 
(Mr.  Hopwood)  contended  even  that 
might  be  secured  by  investing  some 
£20  to  £100  and  making  a  girl  a  ward 
of  Court.  It  was,  therefore,  most  unjust 
to  make  use  of  expressions  which  would 
work  upon  the  mind  of  the  poor  man  by 
leading  him  to  believe  that  there  was 
one  law  for  the  rich  and  another  for  the 
poor.  One  great  evil — one  upon  which 
he  must  address  a  solemn  warning  to 
the  House,  aa  likely  to  be  the  result  of 
such  legislation  as  this — was  the  increase 
of  the  danger  of  extortion  by  means  of 
false  charges.  If  such  a  measure  became 
law  there  would  practically  be  no  pro- 
tection for  youths  and  the  sons  of  persons 
of  position.  Tliere  were  cases  in  which 
girls  were  steeped  in  depravity  at  the 
ages  of  13  to  16  years  ;  and  he  believed 
that  if  the  Bill  were  allowed  to  pass 
there  would  be  great  danger  of  young 
men  and  even  boys  being  betrayed 
by  designing  creatures,  whose  object 
was  to  levy  "  black  mail."  Suoh  cases 
of  extortion  had  occurred  in  the  past,  end 
they  abounded,  he  regretted  to  say,  under 
the  present  law.  Ic  might  be  said  that 
because  such  cases  of  extortion  abounded 
under  the  present  state  of  the  law,  suoh 
a  contingency  would  be  inseparable  from 
all  law;  but  be  would  point  out  that 
the  peculiar  danger  of  such  a  measure 
was  that  there  was  no  other  law  under 
which  a  party  to  the  act  complained  of 
was  allowed  to  be  a  complainant  and  a 
witness  against  the  other  party.  Aban- 
doned and  profligate  fathersandmothers, 
as  well  as  girls  themselves,  might  make 
the  provisionB  of  this  Bill  a  means  of 
extortion.  Then,  again,  he  could  not  con- 
oeivo  why  protecfion  should  be  afforded 
to  one  party  alone ;  and  he  asked  those 
who  heard  him  whether  there  was  not 
something  in  the  Bill  that  struck  home 
U  2 
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to  tliem  as  affecting  thair  own  sons, 
which  might  well  make  them  cautious 
hovthey  passed  the  Bill?  False  charges 
were  even  made  under  the  present  lav, 
as  was  shown  by  the  case  of  the  Bev. 
Mr.  Hatch,  recorded  in  Tlu  Annual 
£egi*tir,  1660,  which  was  oneof  the  most 
appalling  instances  of  the  depravity  to 
which  children  could  fall.  This  gentle- 
man hsd  two  little  girls  of  1 1  and  eight 
years  of  age,  whose  names  were  Flum- 
nier,  consigned  to  his  care  to  be  edu- 
cated. They  were  taken  away  after  a 
few  days  by  their  mother,  and  a  very 
short  time  afterwards  the  rev.  gentleman 
learned  that  a  most  revolting  charge 
bad  been  made  against  him  of  commit- 
ting indecent  assaults  upon  them.  The 
ofTenoe  was  alleged  to  liave  been  con- 
mitted  in  the  presence  of  his  wife.  The 
story  was  told  with  such  a  clever  simu- 
lation of  artless  innocence,  that  a  jury, 
in  the  Central  Criminal  Court,  convicted 
him,  and  he  was  sentenced  to  two  years' 
imprisonment  on  each  of  two  indict- 
ments. His  wife  was  by  law,  of  course, 
precluded  from  giving  evidence  in 
the  case.  Six  months  afterwards  the 
case  was  further  investigated,  and  the 
eldest  of  these  young  girls  was  con- 
victed of  perjury ;  and  after  enduring 
for  this  period  all  the  indignities  and 
humiliations  oonsequeut  upon  bis  con- 
viction, he  was  pardoned  for  en  offence 
which  he  never  oommitted.  This  was  a 
striking  illustration  of  the  dangers  that 
might  arise,  especially  from  abandoned 
girls  of  older  years.  There  was  certainly 
a  very  strong  feeling  out-of-doors  on 
this  subject  at  the  present  time,  and  he 
believed  that  it  was  a  revulsion  of  feeling 
caused  by  the  administration  of  the 
Contagious  Diseases  Acts.  Women  had 
been  so  exasperated  by  that  insult  to 
womanhood  that  they  would  not  stop 
short  of  reprisals.  There  had  been  a 
great  deal  of  talk  which  plainly  showed 
how  little  those  who  were  taking  the 
lead  in  clamouring  for  the  passing  of 
this  Bill  knew  of  what  the  present  law 
was.  He  contended  that  the  ordinary 
law  contained  all  that  was  necessary  in 
order  to  deal  with  cases  of  abduction 
and  the  offence  of  procuring  femalea  up 
to  theageof  21  years.  By  Statute  it  was 
a  crime  to  procure  the  defilement  of  any 
girl  under  that  age,  and  to  decoy  a  child 
under  14  was  also  a  felony.  In  the  case 
of  heiresses  there  was  also  a  severe 
penalty  imposed  upon  those  who,  for 
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the  purposes  of  lucre,  took  them  away 
from  their  guardians.  No  case  had  been 
made  out  for  this  storm  of  indignation 
and  this  loud  demand  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  law.  They  had  heard  a 
great  deal  of  noise  made  in  the  conntr; 
concerning  alleged  revelations  made  fc^ 
an  evening  newspaper.  He,  however, 
desired  proof  of  these  sweeping  asser- 
tions before  he  would  believe  them,  and 
he  maintained  that  they  ought  to  be 
subjected  to  the  Donsideration  of  a  Select 
Committee.  They  should  promise  the 
persons  who  made  them  a  hearing  for 
everything  they  should  urge  in  support 
of  their  case,  and  next  Session  an  in- 
quiry ought  to  be  instituted  to  find  out 
whether  the  statements  were  true  or  not. 
The  editor  of  this  paper,  however,  said 
be  oonid  not  tellthe  public  his  autbori^ 
for  the  statements  he  had  published, 
because  he  had  promised  not  to  tell 
their  names;  but  he  (Mr.  Hopwood) 
would  ask  why  these  statements  were 
produced  to  a  so-called  Commission  of 
Prelates  and  Cardinals,  and  yet  could  not 
be  made  public  ?  If  the  seal  of  secrecy 
was  broken  for  the  one,  it  ought  to  be 
broken  for  the  other.  Why  were  state- 
ments of  this  kind,  assailing  the  charac- 
ter of  England  and  Englishmen,  allowed 
to  go  broadcast  over  the  Continent  of 
Europe  and  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica? Iiet  them  have  an  inquiry  into 
them  in  order  to  see  whether  they  pos- 
sessed one-tenth  part  of  the  foundation 
which  was  claimed  for  them.  He  denied 
that  the  law  of  other  countries  was  essen- 
tially different  from  the  law  of  England. 
After  a  comparison  of  portions  of  the 
French  and  German  low  with  the  exist- 
ing English  law  framed  for  the  protec- 
tion of  minors,  be  said  that  in  none 
was  14  years  exceeded,  and  in  the  vast 
majority  a  younger  age  was  the  limit. 
The  only  thing  which  he  noticed  was 
that  while  upon  the  Continent  they  were 
always  logical  in  their  legislation,  in 
England  they  were  not.  He  nad  another 
reflection  to  make.  He  had  described  to 
the  House  the  case  of  the  Bev.  Mr. 
Hatch,  and  he  wished  now  to  refer  to  the 
extraoi-dinary  proposition  in  the  name 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Wolverhampton 
(Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  to  administer  the 
vulgar  and  commonplace  punishment  of 
flogging.  He  said  so  because  it  was  al- 
ways the  remedy  to  which  the  rash  and 
thoughtless  resorted.  Well,he  would  ask 
the  House  what  would  they  think  if,  in 
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Buch  a  case  an  that  of  the  Rev.  If  r.  Hatch, 
Le  had  had,  in  additioa  to  the  many  in- 
digDitiea  which  he  had  been  compelled  to 
suffer  iiiDoceiitly,  his  back  torn,  gashed, 
and  bleeding  by  the  cruel  thongs  at  the 
bidding  of  some  zealous  Member  of  Par- 
liament? Why,  it  would  be  a  disgrace 
to  the  House  of  Oommons  tu  pass  the 
clause.  All  he  could  say  wag  that  he 
hoped  it  might  not  be  considered  an  un- 
charitable wish  that  someof  those  Gentle- 
men who  seriously  joined  in  the  support 
of  such  a  provision  might  some  day  be 
the  objects  of  a  false  accusation,  and 
might  be  enabled  to  know  in  the  hour  of 
trial  what  it  was  to  suffer  personal  pain 
infliotod  by  brutal  and  horrible  torture. 
In  former  years  for  almost  every  oSence 
the  lash  had  been  tried  as  &  means 
of  repressing  crime  ;  but  he  would  like 
to  »ek  what  had  ever  been  gained  by 
flaying  the  naked  backs  of  unfortunate 
people  ?  In  connection  with  this  subject 
he  felt  bound  to  condemn,  in  the  strongest 
possible  langu^e,  the  Contagious  Dis- 
eases Acts,  which,  he  maintained,  de- 
f  rived  a  woman  of  her  liberty,  reducing 
er  to  the  position  of  a  mere  human 
chattel.  In  conclusion,  he  would  apo- 
logise to  the  House  for  the  plainness  of 
his  language,  and  the  length  of  time 
which  he  had  occupied  in  discharging  a 
duty,  vitb  the  gravity  and  importance 
of  wnich  he  was  fully  impressed,  and 
would  now  move  the  Amendment  of 
which  he  had  given  Notice. 
Amendment  proposed, 
To  leave  out  from  the  word  "  That "  to  the 
end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the  words 
•'  in  view  of  the  fact  that  there  already  exists 
mucb  legislation  of  the  kind,  little  known  or 
resorted  to,  and  that  bcsidoa  much  of  it  is  of  a 
contradictorj-  character  partly  for  the  regula- 
tion and  partly  for  the  repression  of  vice,  it  is 
expedient  that  further  inquiry  and  more  deli- 
bnation  ba  giran  to  the  subject  before  proceed- 
ing with  the  said  Cotomittce,"— (Jfr.  floptcootf,) 
— instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

Sir  WILLIAM  HAECOUET  said, 
he  was  sure  that  everyone  would  respect 
the  motives  that  had  induced  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  (Mr.  Hopwood)  to 
express  what  h«  (Sir  William  Harcourt) 
had  no  donbt  were  his  sincere  convic- 
tions. At  the  same  time,  they  must  feel 
that  the  desire  of  the  House  was  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  Bill,  and  not  to  embark  on 


a  long  and  protracted  di^icussion  upon 
the  Speaker  leaving  the  Chair.  A  ({"''d 
deal  of  what  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber said  was  a  suggestion  that  this  Bill 
was  the  offspring  of  a  sudden  panic  due 
to  recent  occurrences.  This  was  not  so. 
This  Bill  was  framed  throe  years  ago, 
when  there  was,  and  had  been  for  some 
years  before,  a  great  and  well-founded 
complaint  of  traffic  in  girls  taking  place 
abroad,  especially  in  Belgium.  Soon 
after  he  (Sir  WiUiam  Harcourt)  came  to 
the  Home  Office,  five  years  ago,  he  had 
ordered  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the 
matter,  and  the  Report  of  that  inquiry, 
which  was  prepared  by  Mr.  Snagg,  be- 
came the  foundation  for  the  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Lords,  and  their  Report 
in  turn  became  the  foundation  of  this 
Bill,  which  had  been  several  times  in- 
troduced. The  Bill  had  been  taken  up, 
after  due  consideration  and  with  the 
conviction  that  there  was  a  great  evil 
which  required  a  remedy.  The  Bill  had 
been  carefully  oonsidered  by  the  other 
House  of  Parliament ;  it  came  down  to 
the  House  of  Commons  after  several 
years'  consideration,  and  the  time  had 
now  come  when  the  House  of  Commons 
was  determined  to  deal  with  the  ques- 
tion. He  thought  the  sooner  they  got 
into  Committee  and  considered  what 
Amendments  ought  to  be  made  in  the 
Bill,  the  better  it  would  be  for  the  tho- 
rough discharge  of  their  task,  and  that 
the  more  especially  as  it  seemed  that  the 
House  were  evidently  not  in  favour  of 
the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member. 

Mr.  WARTON  said,  he,  for  one, 
whatever  time  it  might  take,  intended 
to  express  his  opinion  on  the  Bill.  He 
considered  it  a  duty  and  a  right  to  speak 
— a  duty,  because  he  felt  strongly  upon 
the  question ;  and  a  right,  because  he 
had  been  one  of  the  persons  who  had 
been  foully  slandered  by  an  evening 
paper,  The  Pall  Mali  Gasatlt.  That  was 
a  newspaper  which  had  lived  on  sen- 
sation. It  had  been  saved  from  ruin  by 
the  "  Amateur  Casual ; "  it  had  invented 
the  "dogfight;"  and  now  it  had  in- 
vented this  story  about  the  streets  of 
London.  With  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee which  had  been  appointed  to  con- 
sider the  statements  published  by  that 
newspaper,  he  begged  to  enter  his  pro- 
test against  a  Committee  so  constituted. 
It  was  composed  of  three  ecclesiastics, 
the  hon.  Member  fur  Hereford,  and  the 
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hoD.  Member  for  Bristol  (Sir.  Samuel 
Morley),  and  nearly  every  one  of  those 
Gentlemen,  with  tlie  single  esccption  of 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  bad  been 
dibtinguiahed  aa  a  fanatic  in  one  shape 
or  another,  and  he  protested  against 
those  Qentlemen  constituting  themaclves 
a  Committee  on  euch  a  Berioue  question 
as  ibis.  They  had  given  the  go-by  to 
the  nanios  of  individuals  ;  they  had  re- 
fiteed  to  enter  into  the  accusations 
against  the  police;  and  yet  they  had 
said  that,  on  tbs  whole,  the  etatemonts 
wera  subatantially  true.  No  man  in  bis 
senses  could  doubt  that  there  must  be  in 
a  City  like  London,  with  its  millioDs  of 
population,  some  men  who  vere  tho- 
roughly depraved  in  their  morals  ;  but 
that  vice  of  this  kind  was  bo  prevalent  as 
stated  was  not  to  be  believed  for  a  mo- 
ment. He  bad  said  that  his  (Mr.  War- 
ton's)  name  had  been  brought  into  this 
abominable  production.  Not  only  w&b 
be  libelled  in  'J7ie  Pall  ifall  Gazetu,  but 
even  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  lato 
Home  Secretary  (Sir  William  Har- 
court)  did  not  escape.  The  object  of  the 
promoters  of  tbo  Bill— ill-conditioned 
Democrats  and  Salvationist  eontimeo- 
talists— was  to  set  class  against  clase. 
Look  at  the  audacious  and  reckless  men- 
dacity of  that  abominable  newspaper. 
It  said  that  a  certain  house  in  St.  John's 
Wood  was  resorted  to  by  one  Prince 
and  one  Cabinet  lAfinister  —  that,  of 
course,  could  not  refer  to  the  present 
Cabinet,  a6  it  was  written  before  the 
Conservatives  came  into  power.  He 
strongly  complained  of  the  sensational 
articles  published  by  that  journal  being 
allowed  to  bo  sold  promiscuously  in  the 
streets  of  London,  whereby,  he  ventured 
to  say,  more  demnralization  would  be 
caused  than  could  possibly  be  prevented 
in  the  next  10  years  by  the  Ipgi.^lation 
now  under  disciission,  even  if  the  House 
should  consent  to  adopt  it.  He  also 
commented  severely  on  the  attempt 
which  was  being  made  in  connection 
with  that  question  to  sow  a  bitter,  feeling 
between  different  classes  of  the  com- 
munity. With  that  view,  it  was  scan- 
dalously alleged  that  the  daughters  ol 
the  working  men  wore  to  be  the  victims 
and  slaves  of  those  above  them  in  rank 
for  there  was  nothing  more  congenia.  t{ 
the  ill-conditioned  Democrat  than  to  cast 
foul  slanders  and  aspersions  on  the 
higher  orders  of  society.  He  reminded 
those  who  thought  they  might  stop  the 
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miscliicvous  agitation  now  on  foct  by 
adopting  any  moderate  oompromiee  on 
the  question  of  age.  that  meeting  after 
meeting  of  tools  and  fanatics  bad  been 
called  to  pass  cnt-and-dried  resolutions 
on  that  subject,  gut  up  in  a  very  question- 
able manner,  the  movers  and  secondeis 
of  them  not  even  knowing  their  own 
minds  or  understanding  in  the  slightest 
degree  the  subject  with  which  theywwe 
dealing.  For  inslaoce,  in  one  case  where 
it  was  proposed  to  raibe  the  age  of  pro* 
tection  to  IB,  a  man  shouted  out  that  tbo 
age  should  be  21,  whereupon  the  meeting 
unanimously  came  to  a  vote  in  favour  ol 
the  tatter  age. 

Ma.  CAVENDISH  BENTINCK  said, 
ho  would  not  have  troubled  the  House 
in  the  matter,  were  it  not  that  he  had 
lately  received  a  large  number  of  anony- 
mous letters,  professing  to  come  &om 
those  who  agreed  with  the  right  bon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Hahfax 
(Mr.  Stansfeld).  To  the  statement  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  the 
late  Home  Secretary  (Sir  William  Har- 
court)  denying  that  they  were  asked 
to  legislate  under  the  influence  of  panic, 
he  desired  to  give  the  most  absolute 
contradiction.  He  wished  to  know 
why,  if  the  measure  was  so  necessarj 
for  the  preservation  of  a  proper  state 
of  society,  and  for  the  protection  of 
women  and  girls,  the  late  Home  Se- 
cretary did  not  propose  it  to  the  House 
at  a  more  reasonable  time  of  the  Sea- 
sion,  when  it  could  have  been  pro- 
perly discussed  ?  Last  year  they  beard 
nothing  about  it;  and  this  year  the  Mo- 
tion for  the  second  reading  was  brought 
on  just  before  the  rising  of  this  House 
for  the  Whitsun  Hecees.  Why  was  his 
(Mr,  Bentiuck's)  right  hon.  Friend  the 
present  Homo  Secretary  not  in  his  place 
on  that  occasion  ?  The  bon.  Member  for 
Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler) 
knew  that  the  Bill  was  likely  to  come 
on  for  second  reading,  and  jet  he  ran 
aivfly.  He  (Mr.  Benliiick)  did  not  object 
to  the  Bill;  on  tbecontrary,  he  was  most 
anxious  that  proper  protection  should 
be  afforded  to  women  and  girls,  so  long 
as  pztortion  by  women  on  the  male  sex 
was  not  promoted.  But  he  believed 
tbat  this  matter  was  now  brought  for- 
ward as  an  electioneering  cry,  and 
attempts  had  been  made  to  use  it  as  a 
means  of  irritating  the  humbler  classes 
against  those  above  them  in  circum- 
stiuioes.    The  present  Home  Secretary 
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had  allowed  the  Gale  of  publications 
to  go  on  uoobeoVed  which  ought  to 
have  been  stopped.  The  late  Home 
Secretary  also  had  been  guilt;  of  grave 
official  negligence  in  not  bringing  the 
Bill  on  at  an  earlier  period  of  the 
Seasiou,  when  it  could  have  received  a 
diacuesion  which  was  at  present  im- 
possible. But  for  the  publications  to 
which  reference  had  been  made,  he  did 
not  believe  that  the  House  would  have 
been  so  full  as  it  was  on  the  present  oc- 
casion. The  conduct  of  the  Oovemmont 
in  allowing  abominablQ  newspapers  to 
be  sold  about  the  streets  was  a  dis- 
grace to  civilization — it  was  a  disgrace 
to  the  Home  Secretary.  When  he  (Mr. 
Bentinck)  was  at  a  public  school,  if  be 
were  found  with  a  copy  of  such  a  paper 
as  that  in  his  pocket,  he  would  bo 
soundly  flogged ;  and  when  be  was  at 
the  University,  he  might  have  been  rus- 
ticated for  the  same  otfence.  He  would 
like  to  road  some  of  the  opinions  which 
the  late  Home  Secretary  gave  on  the 
subject  years  ago  ;  but,  of  course,  there 
was  no  greater  master  of  the  political 
morality  of  public  men  than  the  rijtht 
hon,  0-entleman.  ["Oh,  oh!"]  He 
had  no  intention  of  opposing  the  Mo- 
tion to  go  into  Committee  on  the  Bill ; 
but  he  desired  that  there  should  be  a 
full  discussion  of  the  clauses  of  the 
measure,  unwarped  and  unprejudiced 
by  the  reprehensible  agitation  which 
had  been  going  on  out-of-doors,  the 
result  being  that  the  deliberations  of 
the  Committee  would  result  in  wise  and 
beneficent  legislation. 

SiB  rBEDEBICK  MILNER  said, 
with  reference  to  the  statement  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Stock- 

Ejrt  (Mr.  Hopwood)  that  the  measure 
ad  only  been  proceeded  with  by  Her 
Majesty  s  Oovcrament  in  consequence 
of  the  publioations  and  agitation  that 
had  taken  place,  he  could  undoubtedly 
assert  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
present  Oorernment,  as  soon  as  it  came 
into  Office,  to  pass  this  Bill  into  lav. 
He  would  also  remind  hon.  Members 
that  the  House  of  Lords  had  on  three 
diSerent  occasions  provided  for  the  better 
protection  of  the  unfortunate  children 
of  the  poor  in  this  country.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  legislation  was  necessary  to 
deal  with  the  state  of  crime  which  bad 
been  revealed.  It  wa^  true  that  the  ac- 
counts might  have  been  exaggerated; 
but  if  one-touth  part  wore  true,  it  was 


necessary  for  the  House  to  deal  with  the 
evil.  He  believed  that  the  law  also  re- 
quired amendment  by  the  institution  of 
a  Court  of  Criminal  Appeal  and  by 
altering  the  Law  of  Evidence  so  as  to 
make  it  competent  for  married  women 
to  give  evidence  against  their  husbands 
in  cases  in  which  they  were  tlie  accused 
parties. 

Ma.  HOPWOOD  said,  he  would  not 
put  the  House  to  the  trouble  of  a  divi- 
sion. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question,  "That  Mr.  Speaker 
do  now  leave  the  Chair,"  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Bill  eoruidered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1  (Short  title]  agreed  to. 
PAET  I. 
Protection  of  Women  and  GirU. 

Clause  2  (Procuring  woman  to  be  b 
common  prostitute  or  to  enter  a  brothel). 

Mk.  ELTON  said,  he  hoped  the  Com- 
mittee would  approve  of  the  principle  of 
the  Amendment  he  was  about  to  move. 
It  was  as  follows : — 

In  pn^  1,  after  Una  9,  insert  the  following 
EUb-sectiOD  : — "(1)  Procures,  oi  by  persiatant 
peraaoaian  or  other  importunity,  or  by  o&or  or 
holding  out  of  reward  or  hops  of  roward,  en- 
deavours to  procaro  any  wocaan  or  girl  not 
being  a,  coiainon  prostitute,  to  have  unlawful 
comieiioa,  either  within  or  without  the  Uueen'a 
dominions,  with  any  other  peraou  or  persons ; 

The  object  of  the  Amendment  was  two- 
fold, and  was  intended  to  panish  two 
distinct  offences.  The  first  was  the  offence 
of  procuring  young  persons  to  have 
illicit  connection ;  and  the  second  was 
to  punish  the  persistent  or  aggravated 
attempt  to  procure  persons  to  have  con- 
nection, even  although  such  attempt  did 
not  result  in  the  commission  of  the 
oSence.  He  thought  that  they  ought 
to  extend  the  punishment  under  this 
clause  to  those  persons  who  were  guilty 
of  persistently  luring  and  debauching 
the  minds  of  young  girls,  even  although 
the  actual  act  was  not  carried  out.  They 
did  not  wish  to  punish  the  mere  sugges- 
tion or  licentious  talk  of  young  people ; 
but  they  wanted  to  meet  the  case  of 
those  professionals  who  committed  the 
ofience  habitually,  and  therefore  might 
betaken  to  mske  it  into  a  profession. 
In  fact,  the  people  they  wished  to  attack 
were  those  whoso  proper  place  would  be 
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(it  tho  cart-tail— the  pimps  and  bawds 
thoy  had  heard  of  of  old  BeMdea  those 
there  were  those  professional  procurers 
and  rascally  kidnappers  who  lurkod  at 
ports  and  stationa  and  tbierish  corners 
of  the  streets,  in  order  to  entrap  the 
ill-protected  daughters  of  the  working 
classes  to  houses  of  ill-fame  at  home,  or 
to  send  them  far  evil  purposes  abroad. 
One  of  the  best  results  of  this  Amend- 
ment, he  anticipated,  would  be  the  re- 
tirement of  those  sly  and  qutet  pro- 
curesses who  kept  on  the  safe  side  of 
the  law.  They  were  always  anxious  to 
know  what  the  law  was,  and  evidence 
showed  that  in  a  way  they  were  law- 
abiding  people.  They  wanted  to  keep 
on  the  right  side  of  the  line.  Now,  he 
(Mr.  Elton)  thought  they  would  catch 
them  by  making  their  profession  ille- 
gal ;  for  when  they  found  that  it  was 
illegal  they  would  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  "discretion  was  the  better 
part  of  valour,"  and  retire  from  their 
business.  As  to  the  rest — the  sterner 
and  moro  abandoned  culprits  —  they 
might  have  to  be  punished  once ;  but  he 
stiU  thought  the  Amendment  would  do 
much  to  put  down  this  publia  nuisance. 
He  would  like  to  know  how  far  these 
things  that  he  was  dealing  with  were 
illegal  under  the  present  law,  if  done 
openly,  because  he  did  not  desire  to  in- 
troduce anew  species  of  crime.  He  be- 
lieved they  were  illegal  at  present ;  but 
he  would  qualify  that  opinion  by  saying 
that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  find  any 
punishment  that  would  apply  to  them. 
Conspiring  to  obtain  people  to  commit 
illicit  intercourse  was,  undoubtedly,  a 
penal  ofi'ence,  so  that  they  might,  with 
great  difficulty,  succeed  in  catching  these 
very  unpleasant  people  when  they  wont 
about  in  groups,  or  huntiid  in  couples.  If, 
however,  these  kidnappers  went  about 
einglo-handcd,  it  was  very  difficult  to 
catch  them.  Taking  a  child  away  from 
bome  was  an  offence  also  against  the 
peace  of  the  Itealm,  according  to  a  deci- 
sion in  the  time  of  Henry  VIl.;  but, 
probably,  the  offencoa  were  punishable 
in  the  Eccleeioatical  Courts,  the  juris- 
diction of  which  was  now  obsolete  and 
was  never  well-defined.  With  regard  to 
the  express  ion  "persistent  persuasion," 
which,  no  doubt,  some  bon.  Gentlemen 
would  speak  about,  all  he  could  say  was 
that  there  was  no  doubt,  from  Howell's 
case,  that  although  it  might  not  be  an 
offence  which  was  punishable  by  their 
Mr.  EUon 


Statutes  it  was  unquestionably  unlaw- 
ful, and  that  was  why  he  had  put  the 
words  into  the  Amendment.  The  warm 
and  over-excited  speech  they  had  heard 
from  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Stockport  (Mr.  Hopwood)  was  exceed- 
ingly interesting  \  but  he  (Mr.  Elton) 
would  point  out  that  they  had  heard  the 
same  thing  with  regard  to  every  amend- 
ment of  the  Criminal  Law  for  many  years 
fiast,  and,  notwithstanding  the  hon.  and 
earned  Gentleman's  remorks,  he  hoped 
the  Committee  would  support  bisMotion. 
The  Amendment  which  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  move  was  based  on  the  Keports  of 
various  important  Inquiries  which  had 
sat  before  any  statements  on  this  sub- 
ject were  published  in  Ute  Pall  Vail 
GaMtte.  He  begged  to  move  the  Amend- 
ment which  stood  in  his  name. 
Amendment  proposed, 
In  psg9  1,  aftar  line  9,  insert  the  following 
lub-McCion; — "(I)  Procures,  or  bj  pereiiUnt 
persuasion  or  othor  importunity,  or  by  ofTcr  or 
holding  out  of  reward  or  hopo  o£  reward,  en- 
deavours  to  procare  any  woman  or  girl,  not 
being  ft  comroQn  proilitubi,  to  have  untawfol 
coDneiion,  either  within  or  without  the  Queon't 
dominions,  vith  uny  other  person  or  persoiis  : 
or."-(Jfr.  Eltm.) 


The  SECRETAET  op  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPAETMENT  (Sir  B. 
AssHBTON  Cross)  said,  the  clause  was 
one  directed  against  the  offence  of  pro- 
curing. He  took  it  that  the  object  of 
the  Amendment  of  bis  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  (Mr.  Elton)  was  to  prevent  any- 
one procuring  or  endeavouring  to  pro* 
cure,  under  the  circumstances  he  had 
specified,  any  woman  or  girl  to  become 
a  common  prostitute.  He,  therefore, 
intended  to  support  the  Amendment, 
which  sought  to  prevent  a  girl  taking 
the  first  step  towards  an  immoral  life. 

Sir  henry  JAMES  said,  ho  did  not 
wish  to  he  considered  a  fritic  of  tho 
Dill  or  of  any  Amendment  which  would 
strengthen  it ;  but  he  thought  the  Com- 
mittee  would  agree  with  him  that  they 
must  be  very  careful  in  what  they  did. 
Tho  Committee  must  look  at  the  effect 
of  this  Amendment.  They  would  ob- 
sorvo  that  there  was  no  limit  as  to  age 
whatever,  and  that  the  Amendment  was 
so  drawn  that  any  person  who  carried  a 
message  from  a  woman  to  a  woman 
might  be  liable  to  two  years'  imprison- 
ment.    Let  him  put  uiother  cue  in 
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which,  the  Amenilment  ^Oiild  apply. 
Suppose  a  loau  married  abroad  his 
deceased  wife's  sister.  Any  oobabitation 
between  tbem  in  th.ia  country  would  be 
an  unlawful  connection.  He  had  known 
I  such  a  position  consult  a 
man  as  tp  whether  she 
ehould  temain  in  the  man's  house.  The 
advice  given  was  that,  under  the  cir- 
cumetances,  she  ehould.  It  might  be 
contended  that  the  person  who  gave 
such  advice  would  be  liable  to  two 
years'  imprisonment,  if  thie  Amend- 
ment became  law.  Now,  there  was  an 
Amendment  standing  on  the  nest  page, 
in  the  name  of  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Hackney  (Mr.  J.  Stuart), 
which,  if  it  oould  be  discussed  and 
sltp^htty  altered,  would  get  rid  of  the 
objection  be  (Sir  Henry  James)  bad 

rinted  out.  The  hon.  Qentlemaa'e  (Mr. 
Stuart's)  Amendment  was  to  insert — 
"Procures,  or  endeavours  to  procure,  any 
girl  ander  the  age  of  twenty-one  yean,  not 
being  a  common  proetitnte,  to  have  nolavful 
camsl  interoonras  with  any  other  person,  either 
nithin  or  withoat  the  Queen's  dominions." 

If  they  could  adopt  some  such  proposi- 
tion, they  would  avoid  the  difficulty  of 
a  definition,  which  they  must  have,  of 
"  persistent  persuasion  or  other  impor- 
tunity." 

Me.  HOPWOOD  asked  what  was 
meant  by  "  endeavours  to  procure  ?  " 
The  law  did  not  know  "an  endeavour;" 
but  it  did  know  "  an  attempt,"  and  an 
attempt  to  commit  a  crime  was  punish- 
able. If  they  adopted  the  woi^  "at- 
tempt," the  term  would  be  thoroughly 
understood.  How  were  they  going  to 
define  "endeavour?"  He  earnestly 
asked  the  repositories  of  legal  science 
in  the  Houee  to  protect  them  against 
this  sort  of  lefrislation. 

Mb.  GEEGOKY  said,  that  this  was  a 
highly  penal  clause,  and,  therefore,  the 
Committee  should  he  very  careful  what 
thoy  did.  It  apncared  to  him  the  clause 
itself,  as  well  as  this  particular  Amend- 
ment, required  the  most  grave  consi- 
deration. It  was  quite  clear  that  the 
Amendment,  if  not  the  clause,  involved 
the  greatest  difficulty  of  judicial  con- 
struction. Those  who  had  to  deal  with 
eases  under  the  clause  would  have  to 
consider  what  was  the  meaning  of  "  pro- 
curing," what  was  the  meaning  of  "  per- 
aistent  persuasion,"  and  what  was  the 
meaning  of  "  other  importunity,"  and 
what  was  the  moauiug  of  "  by  offer  or 
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holding  out  of  reward  or  hope  of  re- 
ward." There  was  no  doubt  therewonld 
he  conflicting  opinions  as  to  the  mean- 
ing of  all  these  phrases ;  and  in  the  case 
of  a  law  of  this  kind  it  was  most  essen- 
tial to  avoid  conflicting  decisions.  He 
confessed  he  disliked  the  words  "pro- 
cures or  eodeavoure  to  procure."  The 
clause  might  be  open  to  the  construction 
that  the  very  seduction  of  a  woman  led 
her  iato  prostitution.  The  Amendment 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Hackney  (Mr.  J.  Stuart)  undoubtedly 
mitigated  to  some  extent  the  severity  of 
the  clause,  because  it  confined  the  opera- 
tion of  the  clause  to  cases  of  women 
under  21  years  of  age.  To  apply  the 
clause  to  women  of  aU  ages  was  simply 
ridiculous.  But  even  the  Amendment 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Hackney  would  require  very  serious 
attention  when  it  came  before  the  Com- 
mittee.  He  hoped  the  present  Amend- 
ment would  be  withdrawn  with  a  view- 
to  the  consideration  of  that  hon ,  Member's 
Amendment,  which  he  (Mr,  Gregory) 
oonsidered  much  preferable  to  the  sub- 
aection  under  notice  as  it  stood. 

The  attorney  QENEEAL  (Sir 
BioHABD  Webstek)  soid,  be  thought  it 
would  be  very  convenient  to  discuss  the 
Amendments  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Somer- 
set (Mr.  Elton)  and  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Hackney  (Mr,  J. 
Stuart)  together.  He  would  Lke  to 
remind  the  i^ght  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  late  Attorney  General 
(Sir  Henry  James)  and  the  Committee 
generally  of  what  the  object  of  both 
mese  Amendments  was.  The  object  was 
to  prevent  any  attempts  to  get  a  woman 
or  girl  to  have  unlawful  connection  with 
any  other  person.  The  Amendments 
were  aimed  at  the  horrible  and  ghastly 
trade  of  procuring,  and  had  nothing 
to  do  with  any  vice  between  man  and 
woman.  That  being  so,  let  them  con- 
sider for  a  moment  whether  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  late 
Attorney  General  was  right  in  the  view 
he  took  of  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  lor  West  Somerset 
{Mr.  Etton).  Ho  (the  Attorney  General) 
ventured  to  think  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  was  not  right  in  the 
view  he  took.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Hackney  (Ur,  J.  Stuart)  proposed  the 
adoption  of  the  words  "procures  or  en- 
deavours to  procure."    There  was  no 
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limit  to  tho  endeavouring  t)  procure. 
[Sir  Henky  Jambs:  Twenty-one  years 
of  ago.]'  He  quite  admitted  the  quea- 
tion  of  age  was  one  the  Oommitlee 
should  consider ;  but  he  was,  for  the 
momeat,  dealing  with  the  govemiag 
words  "  procures  or  endeavours  to  pro- 
cure." He  wished  to  keep  that  point 
distinct  from  the  question  of  age.  It  was 
snid,  and,  no  doubt,  said  very  truly,  that 
there  might  be  some  such  case  oe  the 
right  hen.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
late  Attorney  General  put— a  ease  of  a 
man  marrying  his  deceased  wife's  sister, 
and  some  sort  of  persuasion  being  used. 
That,  however,  was  a  very  uncommon 
case.  It  was  not  an  exceptional  case 
for  a  man  to  marry  his  deceased  wife's 
sister;  but  it  was  very  ezceptional  for 
there  to  be  persistent  persuasion  or  Im- 
portunity of  some  other  person  to  get 
the  man  and  woman  to  marry.  He  did 
not  say  that  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  might  not  be  right  in  using 
the  case  as  an  argument  for  limiting  the 
age  to  which  the  clause  should  apply ; 
but  he  did  not  think  it  was  a  case  to  be 
used  aa  an  argumont  in  dealing  with 
the  other  parts  of  the  clause— namely, 
"  persietflnt  perauasioii  or  other  impor- 
tunity." The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  East  Sussex  (Mr.  Gregory)  bad 
complained  of  the  elasticity  of  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Somer- 
set. He  had  said  the  words  of  the 
Amendment  would  necessitate  legal  con- 
struction ;  of  course  they  would,  and 
with  regard  to  their  meaning  there  might 
be  differences  of  opinion.  The  elasticity 
of  the  Amendment  tras  just  what  was 
wanted.  It  must  be  a  question  of  fact, 
it  must  be  a  question  for  tho  jury  under 
the  direction  of  tho  Judge ;  but  he 
thought  it  was  desirable  to  adopt  some 
words  which  would  make  it  clear  to  the 
tribunal  that  what  was  intended  to  be 
aimed  at  was  the  persistent  endeavour  to 
get  a  woman  or  girl  to  have  illicit  con- 
nection with  some  man.  Uo,  therefore, 
asked  whether  it  would  not  be  prudent 
to  insert  in  the  clause  some  such  words 
as  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
West  Somerset  suggested  ?  In  any  case, 
he  hoped  the  spirit  of  the  Amendment 
wouta  be  adopted,  so  that  tho  clause 
might  really  point  at  the  evil  they 
desired  to  cope  with.  He  had  no  parti- 
cular view  on  the  question  of  age ;  that 
was  a  question  which  had  butter  be 
The  Attorney  Getieral 


raised  by  those  who  had  more  osperi- 
ence  on  the  subject  than  ho  himself 
had. 

Sifi  WILLIAM  HAECOURT  said, 
there  seemed  to  be  little  or  no  differ- 
ence in  the  Committee  as  to  the  object 
of  this  Amendment— namely,  that  it 
was  to  prevent  the  trade  of  proounDg. 
But  he  confessed  it  was  rather  dangerooa 
to  go  into  details  as  to  tho  method  of 
procuring,  as  they  would  do  if  thej 
adopted  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  (Mr.  Elton). 
It  appeared  to  him  (Sir  William  Har- 
court)  that  the  hoc.  Member  for  Hackney 
(Mr.  J.  Stuart)  raised  the  question  in 
what  might  be  called  the  neatest  form, 
though  he  agreed  with  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  (Mr.  Hopwood)  that 
they  should  say  "  attempts  instead  of 
"  endeavours."  The  clause  woald  thea 
read— "Frocurea  or  attempts  to  pro- 
cure any  girl,  not  being  a  common  pro- 
stitute ;  "  and  then  he  should  like  to  put 
in  the  words  which  had  been  suggested 
by  an  bon.  Gentleman  opposite,  "or  of 
known  immoral  charactor,"for  the  clause 
was  clearly  not  meant  to  apply  to  s 
woman  who  had  been  in  the  keeping  of 
one  man  and  then  passed  into  the  keep- 
ing of  another  man.  He  thonght  that 
if  thoy  took  tho  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Hackney  as  a  basie,  and 
altered  it  in  the  way  he  had  suggested, 
they  would  come  (o  a  satisfaotoiy  con- 
clusion. 

Me.  HORACE  DAVEY  said,  he  en- 
tirely sympathized  with  the  view  taken 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  Gene- 
ral (Sir  Eichard  Webster),  as  to  the 
meaning  of  the  clause.  As  the  bon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  stated,  the  object 
of  the  clause  was  to  strike  a  blow  at  the 
trade  of  the  procurer  or  procuress.  He 
believed  tho  whole  of  the  Committee 
were  agreed  as  to  that  object;  but  it 
appeared  to  him  that  this  clause,  while 
having  that  very  laudable  and  desirable 
object,  really  lost  that  object  in  one 
point  of  view  and  went  far  boyond  it  in 
another  point  of  view.  His  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Member  for  West 
Somerset  (Mr.  Elton)  ought  to  have 
moved  bis  Amendment  on  Clause  3. 
Clause  2  was  directed  at  a  different  class 
of  offences,  and  Clause  2  was  that  clause 
which  dealt  with  tho  trade  of  procuring. 
If  they  adopted  this  Amendment  on  this 
clause,  the  effect  of  Clause  3  would  be 
weakened.    That,  however,  was  a  mexa 
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objeotioa  of  form,  and  one  which  could 
easily  be  got  over.  But  he  should  like 
to  ask  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
West  Someraet  what  he  meant  by  ''  any 
other  person  or  persona  ? "  Did  he 
mean  aoy  peraoa  or  persous  other  than 
the  procurer  j  or,  did  he  mean  any  other 
person  or  persons  other  than  the  girl  or 
woman?  [Mr.  Elton:  Other  than 
the  procurer.]  Then  that  would  lead 
to  a  remarkable  state  of  things.  A  man 
might  seduce  a  girl  and  yet  not  be  liable 
to  puniahment;  but  if  he  aseiated  a 
friend  to  seduce  the  girl,  and  persuaded 
the  girl  to  submit  herself  to  his  friend's 
desire,  be  would  be  liable  to  two  years' 
impriaoDment.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
in  the  desire  of  the  Committee,  ia  which 
he  absolutely  and  entirely  shared,  to  put 
down  the  trade  of  the  procurer,  there 
was  a  danger  of  introducing  into  the 
Bill  the  most  illogical  and  absurd 
anomalies. 

Tint  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
RiOBARD  Webbtbh)  said,  it  was  ex- 
pressly intended  that  this  Amendment 
should  not  deal  with  the  offence  of 
seduction  ;  thatofiance  was  dealt  with  in 
another  part  of  the  Bill.  This  Amend- 
meitt  was  only  intended  to  deal  with 
procuring  for  other  people. 

Mb.  Sbrjeant  SIMON  said,  he  wished 
to  point  out  to  the  Mover  of  the 
Amendment  (Mr.  Elton)  that  the  word 
" procures "  coTered,  the  words  "by 
persistent  persuasion  or  other  impor- 
tunity, or  by  offer  or  holding  out  of 
rewardorbopeofreward."  Tbesewords, 
therefore, werequiteunn«cessary.  "Pro- 
cures or  attempts  to  procure,"  would,  no 
doubt,  be  better,  and  would  meet  the 
whole  case. 

Ma.  CAVENDISH  BENTINCK  said, 
he  wished  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General  (Sir 
Richard  Webster)  to  a  point  which 
appeared  to  have  escaped  consideration. 
The  Amendment,  as  well  as  the  Bill 
itself,  referred  to  olTences  which  were  to 
be  committed  within  or  without  the 
Queen's  Dominions.  Ho  would  like  to 
ask  whether,  in  case  a  foreigner  who 
procured  a  foreigner  in  a  foreign  country 
without  the  intervention  of  a  British 
subject  came  to  this  country,  he  would 
be  chargeable  with  misdemeanour?  This 
Bill  was  very  carelessly  drawn  ;  he  did 
not  suppose  that  a  more  carelesnly  drawn 
Bill  waa  ever  presented  to  a  Committee 
for  coDsideiation.    He  had  beard  that 


one  of  the  causes  was  that  the  Bill  was 
interfered  with  by  the  Bishops  in  the 
other  House.  Now,  if  it  were  the  fact 
that  a  foreigner,  procuring  a  woman  or 
girl  abroad,  would  be  liable,  on  coming 
to  this  country,  to  be  imprisoned  for 
two  years  with  hard  labour,  he  (Mr. 
Cavendish  Bentinck)  could  foresee  that 
there  might  be  intervention  by  Foreign 
Ghivemments,  and  that  a  great  deal  of 
inconvenience  might  result.  He  would 
be  glad  if  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Grown 
would  afford  the  Committee  some  ex- 
planation upon  this  point,  and  consent 
to  introduce  words  wbich  would  relieve 
any  ambiguity  on  the  subject.  Having 
said  BO  much  on  the  question,  he  wished 
to  ask  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the 
Attorney  General  whether  he  would  in- 
troduce here  a  limitation  as  U)  age.  as 
suggested  by  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Taunton 
(Sir  Henry  James)  and  by  the  hoo. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  East  Sussex 
(Mr.  Gregory),  because,  if  he  did  not, 
there  would  be  a  vast  amount  of 
difficulty  ? 

Sia  BALDWYN  LEIGHTON  said, 
he  trusted  that,  after  the  opinions  which 
had  been  expressed,  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  settling  this  sub-section. 
He  appealed  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  West  Somerset  (Mr.  Elton) 
to  adopt  the  words  suggested  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Derby  (Sir  William  Harcourt),  and 
which  were  perfectly  clear. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
RiCEABD  Websteb)  said,  there  waa  a 
reason  for  adhering  to  the  Amendment 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
West  Somerset  (Mr.  Elton).  He  quite 
agreed  that  "attempts"  would  bo  a 
better  word  than  "  endeavours ;  "  but  it 
seemed  to  those  who  supported  the 
Ameodmont  that  they  ought  to  indicate 
the  class  of  attempts  they  desired  to 
make  an  offence.  He  should  also  he  will- 
ing to  adopt  2 1  years  as  the  limit  of  ago, 
and  also  the  words  ''or  of  immoral 
character." 

Ma.  WARTON  said,  it  waa  perfectly 
clear,  from  the  little  discussion  they  had 
bad,  that  there  was  great  difference  of 
opinion  on  this  point  amongst  the  emi- 
nent lawyers  of  the  House.  Some  were 
in  favour  of  the  Amendmunt  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Hackney  (Mr.  J.  Stuart), 
and  others  in  favour  of  the  Amendment 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
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West  Somerset  (Mr.  Elton) ;  opinion 
eeemed  to  svay  backwards  between  the 
two  AmendmeDta.  He  was  astonished 
the  hoD.  Bod  learned  Member  for  West 
Somerset  had  adopted  the  word  "en- 
deavours," because  the  word  was  not 
koown.  to  the  English  law.  He  was 
still  more  astonished  that  it  should  be 
proposed  to  accept  the  words  "or  of 
known  immoral  character."  The  word 
"  known  "  might  be  taken  in  the  sense 
of  being  known  to  the  person  who  com- 
mitted the  offence,  and  the  criminal 
migfht  therefore  escape.  Although  he 
objected  strongly  to  the  Bill,  ho  thought 
it  was  his  duty,  when  the  clauses  came 
up  for  coDsideration,  to  make  them  as 
perfect  for  their  object  as  possible.  Some 
hoD.  Members  seemed  to  be  under  the 
impression  that  the  words  "by  per- 
sistent persuasion  or  other  importunity  " 
made  the  sub-section  more  vigorous. 
He  was  inclined  to  think  that  they  were 
words  of  limitation,  [Tho  Attorney 
General  (Sir  Bichard  Webster) :  No.] 
He  was  Bory  to  differ  from  tbe  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  ;  but  he  had  com- 
pared the  Amendment  with  that  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Hackney,  and  he  was 
inclined  to  think  that  though  the  words 
looked  grand,  they  were  words  of  limi- 
tation, tending  to  weaken  instead  of 
to  atrengthen  the  clause. 

The  SECEETABY  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AasHETON  CrobsJ  said,  he  hoped  the 
Committee  would  not  waste  time  by 
proposing  verbal  Amendments  to  tbe 
Amendment  before  the  Committee.  Ho 
would  propose  to  leave  out  "endeavours" 
and  insert  "  attempt,"  and  also  to  insert 
after  the  words  "woman  or  girl"  the 
words  "  under  twenty-one  years  of  age." 

Me.  COURTNEY  said,  he  had  been 
struck  with  the  observations  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby 
(Sir  William  Harcourt),  which  had  been 
corroborated  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Bridport  (Mr.  Warton),  with 
regard  to  the  inconvenience  of  putting 
the  clause  into  the  Bill.  It  was  only  too 
probable  that  these  words  would  give 
rise  to  much  discussion  between  Judges 
and  juries.  He  would,  therefore,  pro- 
pose to  amend  the  Amendment  by  leav- 
ing out  all  the  words  from  "by  per- 
sistent persuasion  "  down  to  "  reward." 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  said  pro- 
posed Amendment, 

To  IsBTO  out  the  words  "bypersiitoat  per- 
■uamoD  or  other  impoctuaily,  or  )y  effw  or 
J/i-.  Warien 
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holding  out  of  reword  or  hope  of  reward,  en- 
deavaurs,"  in  order  to  insert  the  word  "  at- 
tempts, "—(J^r.  Caiirliuy.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  said  proposed  Amendment." 

Sib  WILLIAM  HAECOUET  said, 
be  bad  listened  to  the  observations  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
(Sir  B.  Assheton  Cross),  and  he  thought 
that  the  Committee  ought  to  adopt 
the  Amendment  of  the  sub -section 
which  he  had  proposed  to  move.  Al- 
though he  (Sir  William  Harcourt) 
had  pointed  out  an  objection  to  the 
words  of  tbe  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  opposite  (Ur. 
Elton),  be  thought  if  they  were  to 
go  on  with  the  Bill  they  ought  not  to 
continue  to  propose  verbal  Amendments 
like  this  to  that  Amendment. 

Mb.  EDWARD  CLARKE  said,  he 
wished  to  point  out  that  this  was  not  a 
question  of  verbally  amending  tbe  sub- 
section ;  it  was  a  question  of  very  sub- 
stantial importance.  It  was  a  question 
of  the  expediency  of  narrowing  the 
operation  of  tbe  Bill,  which  would  be 
the  effect  of  allowing  these  ill-advised 
words  to  remain  within  the  Amendment. 
The  effect  of  these  words,  which  were 
new  to  lawyers,  had  been  painted  out — 
namely,  that  they  would  cause  difficulty 
of  interpretation.  He  did  not  believe 
in  the  filthy  fables  of  Tht  Pall  Matt 
0at»tU ;  but  he  and  his  hon.  Friends 
desired,  if  the  Bill  was  to  operate  at  all, 
that  it  shoidd  operate  on  all  the  forms 
of  vice  which  could  be  interfered  with. 
Hon.  Members  would  observe  that  it 
was  proposed  to  repeal  the  49th  sec* 
tion  of  24  &  25  Viet.  c.  100.  Hs 
did  not  believe  that  the  procuratioD  of 
young  girls  was  done  in  the  way  indi- 
cated by  the  Amendment — that  was 
to  say,  by  habitual  importunity  upon 
them.  Probably,  the  most  usual  way 
was  when  a  youug  girl  was  met  at  a 
railway  station  by  a  woman  who  told  her 
that  she— the  woman — kept  a  lodging 
house ;  and  the  girl  by  mere  false  pre- 
tences found  herself  in  some  place  of 
vicious  resort.  If  the  Committee  adopted 
tlie  clause  and  did  not  strike  out  the 
words  relating  to  the  49th  section  of 
21  &  25  Viet.,  they  would  leave  that 
offence  unprovided  lor.  The  Act  provided 
that— "  Whosoever  shall  by  means  of 
falBepretenceB,&c.,&a.,  shall  be  guilty  of 
misdemeanour."    He  agreed  with  the 
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right  bon.  Gantlemaii  the  late  Home 
Secretary  (Sir  William  Harcourt>  that 
this  clause  would  be  most  effective,  if 
it  contained  the  words  "  procured  or  at- 
tempts to  procure ;  "  and  inasmuch  as 
no  one  objected  to  those  words,  he  hoped 
the  Committee  would  agree  that  this  was 
not  a  matter  of  triviality,  bat  of  im- 
portance. 

The  ATTOHNBT  GENERAL  (Sir 
KicHARD  Wkbster)  said,  Her  Majesty 
Ooyerament  were  willing  to  take  the 
larger  view  of  the  question,  and  strike 
out  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted 
by  the  bon.  Member  for  Liskeard  (Mr. 
Courtney). 

Mk.  STANSFELD  said,  there  would 
be  some  difRculty  in  using  the  word 
"  endeavours  "  instead  of  '*  attempts." 
The  hoD.  and  learaed  Member  (Mr. 
Elton)  could  not,  be  believed,  use  the 
word  "  Endeavours,"  because  it  was 
not  in  the  Bill. 

Sir  FABRER  HERSCHELL  said, 
lie  wished  to  point  out  that  the  hou.  and 
learned  Member  for  Plymouth  (Mr.  E. 
Clarke^  was  mistaken  in  supposing  that 
the  Bill  left  the  offenoe  of  using  false 
pretences  undealt  with. 

Question  put,  and  ntgaliod. 

Question,  "That  the  word  'attempt' 
be  there  inserted,"  put,  and  agrttd  io. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  said  pro- 
posed  Amendment,  to  add,  after  the 
word  "girl,"  the  words  "  under  twenty- 
one  years  of  age." — {Sir  Senry  Jam**,) 

Question  proposed, ' '  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mb.  WARTUN  said,  he  objected  to 
the  word  "  girl." 

Sib  WIIXIAM  HABCOUBT  said, 
in  that  case,  the  only  thing  to  be  done 
would  be  to  put  in  the  word  "  female  " 
instead. 

Mb.  HOPWOOD  said,  he  objected 
to  the  word  "female."  It  was  much 
better  to  keep  to  the  old  phraseology, 
and  let  the  word  "  girl "  remain. 

Mb.  TOMLINSON  said,  that  the 
clause,  as  amended,  was  not  tree  from 
ambiguity.  It  might  be  questioned  whe- 
ther the  restriction  of  the  age  referred 
to  "woman"  or  to  "  girl"  only. 

Question  put,  aad  agreed  to;  words 
aidti  accordingly. 

Said  proposed  Amendment  further 
amended  by  inserting,  after  the  word 
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"  prostitute,"  the  words  "  or  of  immoral 
character." 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Amendment,  as  amended, 
stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

Me.  "WAETON  said,  the  words  "im- 
moral character"  only  tended  to  weaken 
the  clause,  and  be  should  mora  to  sub- 
stitute the  words  "  known  immoral 
character." 

Amendment  proposed  to  said  pro- 
posed Amendment,  after  the  word 
" of,"  to  insert  "known." — {Mr.  War^ 
ton.) 

Amendment  nigalivrd. 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  the 
Amendment,  as  amended,  stand  part  of 
the  Clause." 

Ma.  CAVENDISH  BENTINCK:  said, 
he  wished  to  know  whether  the  vords 
"unlawful  connection"  wore  to  stand 
part  of  the  sab-section  ?  They  were  of 
doubtful  meaning,  and  the  act  had  been 
described  differently  untler  various  Acta 
of  Parliament.  He  suggested  that  the 
expression  used  in  the  Amendment 
should  be  made  to  agree  either  with  the 
Bill  or  with  previous  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Webster]  said,  he  bad  no  ob- 
jection ;  but  the  two  expressions  seemed 
to  him  to  be  the  same  in  effect. 

Mr.  HORACE  DAVEY  said,  they 
did  not,  in  that  part  of  the  House,  hear 
all  that  was  said  on  the  Treasury  Bench. 
He  had  understood  the  Home  Secretary 
to  move  the  words  "or  of  known  im- 
moral character."  He  was  at  a  loss  to 
see  how  they  could  adopt  those  words 
in  the  Act.  Who  could  say  that  a  per- 
son was  a  known  immoral  character? 
Some  modification  of  the  phrase  ought, 
in  his  opinion,  to  be  made;  and  he 
hoped  his  bon.  and  learned  Friend  the 
Attorney  General,  who  took  so  much 
interest  in  the  Bill,  would  give  his  at-, 
tention  to  the  point  before  the  Report 
stage  came  on.  The  expression  might 
be  popular,  but  it  was  not  legal. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CAVENDISH  BENTINCK,  in 
moving,  as  an  Amendment,  in  page  1, 
line  10,  leave  out  "  procures  or,"  said, 
before  the  Committee  of  which  he  had 
the  honour  of  being  a  Member,  and 
which  sat  to  take  iato  consideration  the 
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Contag^oUB  Diseases  Act!>,  three  wit- 
nesses were  introduced  to  prove  that 
there  was  nQ  definition  of  the  term 
"common  prostitute,"  Those  witnesses 
wore  men  of  great  learning ;  and  the 
Committee  were  told,  over  and  over 
again,  that  the  term  "common  prosti- 
tute "  was  not  to  bo  found  ia  any  Act  of 
Parliament  that  thej  had  been  able  to 
discover.  One  witness  said  that  a  com- 
mon prostitute  was  a  woman  who  was 
known  to  go  about  the  streets,  earning 
money  in  a  certain  way.  Under  the 
circumstances,  he  would  do  everything 
to  prevent  procuration ;  but  unless  they 
knew  what  common  prostitution  was,  it 
seemed  to  faim  they  were  introducing 
into  ihe  Act  what  was  absolute  non- 
sense. How  could  a  person,  procure 
anyone,  whether  woman  or  girl,  to 
do  these  separate  acts  —  it  would  be 
necessary  to  follow  her  about,  day  after 
day,  inducing  her  to  follow  this  avoca- 
tion ?  He  would  point  out  the  great 
carelessness  which  had  been  exhibited 
by  the  framers  bf  the  Act  in  leaving  it 
undecided  what  a  prostitute  was ;  and 
he  would  ask  whether  it  was  not  possible 
settle  this  matter  for  good  and  all,  so 
that  when  the  disoussion  progressed, 
they  might  know  whata  prostitute  wasF 
It  was  not  his  intention  to  divide  the 
Committee,  although  he  looked  on  this 
part  of  the  Bill  as  pure  nonsense.  Was 
it  the  intention  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Home  Ssoretary  to  define 
what  was  a  common  prostitute  f 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
10,  to  leave  out  "procures  or." — {Mr. 
Cavendith  Btntinek.) 

Question  proposed.  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

Mh.  THOEOLD  E0GEE8  said,  he 
wished  to  know  what  was  the  Question 
before  the  Committee? 

The  CHAIRMAN :  The  Quostion  be- 
fore the  Committee  is  to  omit  Sub-sec- 
tion 1  of  Clause  2 — or  all  but  the  three 
first  words.  It  is  to  omit,  after  the 
word  "endeavours,"  in  line  10,  all  the 
words  down  to  the  word  "  to,"  in  line 
13.  The  Question,  however,  has  been 
put  in  such  a  way  as  to  enable  the  hon. 
Member  to  move  his  Amendment. 

Captain  PfilCE  said,  it  would  save 

a  great  deal  of  time  if  they  were  to 

leave  out  this    sub-section    altogether. 

It  was  already  punishable  for  anyone  to 

Mr.  Cavendith  Bentinck 


procure  a  woman  to  have  unlawful  con- 
nection ;  they  went  further,  and  e^d  it 
was  unlawful  for  a  woman  to  be  a  oom- 
moii  prostitute.  Surely  what  had  been 
already  done   included   this    sub  -  seiv 

Mb.  THOEOLD  E0GBE8  said,  he 
had  an  Amendment  of  no  insignificance 
to  propose  to  this  clause,  which  would 
come  in  after  line  13 ;  and  he  wished  to 
have  the  ruling  of  the  Chairman  whe- 
ther, if  the  present  Amendment  were 
put,  his  Amendment  would  be  excluded 
from  consideration  ? 

Thb  CHAIRMAN :  I  have  said  that 
I  will  BO  put  the  Question  as  to  enable 
the  hon.  Member  to  propose  his  Amend- 
ment. His  competence  to  move  the 
Amendment  depends  upon  the  manner 
in  which  the  Question  is  put.  It  ia 
proposed  to  leave  out  all  the  words  after 
the  word  "  eudeavours,"  in  line  10,  to 
the  word  "to,"  inline  13.  The  Ques- 
tion is,  that  the  words  "procures  or" 
stand  part  of  the  Clause. 

Mh.  CAVENDISH  BENTINCK  said, 
he  had  a  right  to  ask  Her  Majesty's 
Government  whether  it  was  their  inten- 
tion to  define  the  term  "  common  pros- 
titute," and  in  common  courtesy  he  was 
entitled  to  a  reply,  \_Crie*  of  "Di- 
vide ! "  ]  Hon.  Gentlemen  would  per- 
haps allow  him  to  ask  a  question.  He 
bad  pointed  out  why  the  term,  as  it  at 

E resent  stood,  was  objectionable.  TTn- 
iss  something  was  done  in  the  direction 
he  had  indicated,  the  m^strates  before 
whom  these  people  might  be  brought 
would  have  a  difficulty  in  deciding  who 
was  a  common  prostitute  and  who  was 
not.  He  asked  tne  Government  to  settle 
the  point  for  ever  in  the  Bill. 

Tee  ATTOBNET   GENEEAL  (Sir 
EiOHAHD    Webbtee)  :    No    words    are 
needed  to  define  the  term   "common 
prostitute." 
Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mb.  LABOUCHEEE  said,  there  was 
an  Amendment  on  the  Paper  to  insert, 
in  line  10,  after  the  word  "girl,"  the 
words  "  under  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,"    He  presumed  the  Qovemment 


The  CHAIEMAN:  Whose  name  ia 
it  in? 

Mr.  LABOUCHEEE :  In  that  of  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Wlutehaven  (Mr.  Caven- 
dish   Bentinck),     I   would,   however,  ' 
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Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1, 
line  10,  after  the  word  "  girl,"  to  insert 
the  words  "under  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years. " — (3?r.  Lahouektre.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Sib  WILLIAM  HAECOTTBT  said, 
he  hoped  these  words  would  not  be  in- 
serted. The  object  of  the  clause  was  to 
prevent  a  trade  in  prostitution  within  or 
without  the  Queen's  Dominions.  The 
clause,  therefore,  ought  to  be  universal, 
applying  to  females  over  as  well  as  under 
the  ago  of  31  years.  He  hoped  no  indi- 
cation would  he  shown  in  the  clause  of 
a  desire  to  restrict  its  operation. 

Mb.  LABOUCILERE  said,  these  words 
had  been  inserted  in  the  sub-section  pre- 
viously dealing  with  the  trade  in  prosti- 
tutinu.  This  was  just  the  eame  thing. 
["  No,  no ! "]  "Well,  that  was  his  opi- 
nion, and  it  was  open  to  hon.  Members 
to  go  to  a  division  on  the  matter.  The 
object  of  the  Bill  was  to  protect  young 
girls— 'all  the  outcry  had  been  for  that, 
as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Homo 
Beeretary  knew  perfectly  well ;  and  to 
say  that  they  would  punish  any  person 
who  procured  or  endeavoured  to  procure 
a  woman  of  30,  40,  50;  or  goodness 
knew  what  age,  to  become  either  within 
or  without  the  Queen's  Dominions^  a 
common  prostitute,  appeared  to  him  to 
he  perfectly  absurd.  He  must  press  the 
Amendment. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided ;  —  Ayes  2  ; 
Noes  223:  Majority  221.— (Div.  List, 
No.  257.); 

Me.  LABOUCHEEE  said,  he  had 
another  Amendment  to  move  to  the  sub- 
section, and  whether  or  not  the  Commit- 
tee would  agree  to  it  he  did  not  know. 
The  object  of  the  following  sub-section 
was  to  punish  anyone  who  procured 

"  Or  endsaTouced  to  procure  a  woman  oi 
girl  to  leavs  the  United  RiDgdom.  or  to  leave 
her  atoal  place  of  abode  in  tbe  United  Eiof - 
dam,  with  intent  that  shs  might  become  an  in- 
mAte  of  a  brothel  either  within  or  without  tbe 
Queen'*  dominiona.' ' 

The  object  of  his  Amendments — and 
was  consequential  on  the  other — was  to 
provide  for  the  punishment  of  aoy  per- 
son procuring  or  endeavouring  to  pro- 
cure a  girl  under  or  over  the  age  of  21 
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to  be  a  common  prostitute  without  the 
Queen's  Dominions,  but  confining  the 
punishment  in  regard  to  sueh  procura- 
tion within  thcQueen'sDominions  to  cases 
where  the  girl  was  under  the  age  of  21. 
The  reason  he  wished  to  draw  the  distinc- 
tion was  that,  in  English  brothels,  it  was 
obvious  that  women  above  21  would  be 
able  to  get  out  if  they  desired,-  and  un- 
less they  were  imprisoned,  in  which 
case  the  Common  Law  woidd  deal  with 
the  persons  detaioing  them.  Abroad, 
as  they  were  aware,  it  often  happened 
that  women  were  not  able  to  get  out, 
however  much  they  might  have  passed 
the  age  of  21.  The  residence  of  girls 
and  women  in  foreign  brothels  was 
something  veryltke  imprisonment.  These 
unfortunate  women  did  not  know  what 
was  about  to  happen  to  them  when  they 
went  into  foreign  brothels.  It  was  very 
proper  to  give  this  protection  to  women 
and  girls  who  might  be  taken  abroad 
and  put  into  Ibreiga  brothels ;  but  he 
could  not  think  it  was  necessary  to 
give  it  in  the  case  of  girls  in  English 
brothels.  He  begged  to  move  the 
of  tho  words   "either  within 


Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1, 
line  II,  to  leave  out  "either  within  or." 
— {Mr.  Lahovehere.) 

Question  proposed,    "  That  the  words 

S reposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
lause." 

Sir  "WTLLIAM  HARCOUBT  said, 
the  hon.  Gentleman's  object  was  to 
make  a  distinction  between  the  opera- 
tion of  the  clause  in  cases  occurring 
within  Her  Majesty's  Dominions,  and 
cases  occurring  without  those  Dominions. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  wished  to  limit  the 
operation  of  tho  clause  in  cases  occur- 
ring within  Her  Majesty's  Dominions  to 
procuration  afFeciing  girls  of  under  21 
years  of  age.  Well,  the  Committee  had 
already  decided  the  point  against  the 
hon.  Member,  having  refused  to  limit 
the  action  of  the  clause  in  cases  occur- 
ring within  the  Queen's  Dominions  to 
girls  under  the  age  of  21 . 

Mk.  LABOUCHEEE :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  quite  correct.  1  under- 
stood we  had  reached  the  Amendment 
on  the  next  page. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Does  the  hon. 
Gentleman  withdraw  the  Amendment? 

Me.  LABOUCHEEE :  I  do. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

.ogle 
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was  untrue,  be  admitted  tW  the  clause 
IB  mere  irutum  fulmen.  He  beard  tho 
ber  daj — a  friend  of  hia  had  told  him 
[^Lavghter.'] — he  saw  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary  laugh- 
ing ;  ha  was  afraid  the  right  hon.  Qen- 
tieman  was  not  fully  aware  of  the  depth 
of  the  depravity  of  human  nature,  nut- 
withatanding  his  esperionce  in  the  Home 
Office,  which  wae  a  great  place  for  be- 
coming familiar  with  it — but,  as  he  was 
saying,  a  friend  of  his,  a  Uember  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  had  told  him  that 
a  short  time  ago  one  of  hia  conatituenta 
had  related  ^is  circumstance  to  him. 
A  relation  of  his— a  niece  or  consiti — 
\Laughl»r.'\ — he  did  not  see  any  ground 
for  laughter  here— the  incident  seemed 
to  him  a  very  tragio  one.  This  niece  or 
couun  answered  an  advertisement  in  a 
newspaper,  under  which  she  waa  in* 
vited  to  become  a  milliner  at  the  wages 
of  the  house — a  house  engaged  in  sup- 
plying people  of  station  and  not  persons 
of  a  bumble  class  with  clothing.  Bhs 
came  to  the  establishment,  having  faeen 
apprenticed  to  the  millinery  business. 
She  inquired  what  the  wages  would  be, 
and  was  told  "so  much."  She  replied 
that  she  could  not  live  on  the  sum 
named,  whereupon  the  person  addreas- 
ing  her  said — "  Tou  do  not  understand 
the  business ;'  you  will  have  a  room  to 


Mb.  Skrjbaut  SIUON  said,  be 
had  given  Notice  of  an  Amendment  to 
make  the  sub-section  apply  to  cases  of 

{irocuring  a  woman  or  girl  to  have  ' '  un- 
awful  connexion  with  any  particular 
man  or  generally ;  "  but  be  did  not  now 
propose  to  move  it,  as  the  cases  could  be 
met  by  words  in  the  Home  Secretary's 
clauses. 

Mb.  THOEOLD  EOGERS  swd,  that, 
in  accordance  with  a  Notice  he  had 
placed  on  the  Paper,  he  wished  to  move 
the  insertion  of  the  following  sub- 
aeotion: — 

"(2.)  While  carrying;  oa  an  otherwise  lawful 
buflineaa,  knowingly  faoilitBtea,  in  premiiies  of 
vhicb  he  u  tbo  occupier,  au  immonu  conneiiou 
between  such  women  as  reside  there,  and  are  in 
hia  employ,  and  male  viaiton  to  them,  or." 

This  Amendment  waa  intended  to  deal 
with  an  entirely  new  kind  of  offence — 
an  offence  which,  he  believed,  was  not 
already  provided  against  by  the  existing 
law.  Upon  that,  of  course,  he  might  be 
ill-informed ;  and  if  that  should  he  the 
case,  be  was  entirely  prepared  to  be  set 
right.  He  might  say  that  if  there  had 
been  any  Act  of  Parliament  which  waa 
intended  to  extend  —  quite  apart  from 
the  present  excitement  oa  the  subject, 
and  quite  apart  from  any  real  or  re- 
puted revelations  which  had  been  made 
— or  increase  the  penalty  of  the  law 
against  offenders  who  were,  generally, 
covered  by  this  Bill,  such  as  were  in- 
dicated by  his  clause,  he  should  not 
bare  brought  fonrnrd  this  proposal. 
He  bad  it  on  very  credible  authority 
that  houses  of  the  kind  referred  to  in 
hia  Amendment  really  existed  ;  houses 
in  which,  downstairs,  businesses  of  a 
lawful  and  legitimate  kind  were  car- 
ried on,  such  as  milliners,  drapers, 
and  fancy  dealers,  and  the  windows 
of  which  displayed  a  variety  of  goods, 
whilst  the  upstairs  rooms  were  let  to 
single  occupants,  those  occupants  being 
informed  or  instructed,  or  having  it 
hinted  to  them,  that  they  had  private 
use  of  the  apartment  with  a  private  key, 
and  that,  under  the  circumstances,  they 
could  admit  their  male  friends  or  whom 
they  pleased,  without  any  questions 
being  asked.  He  was  informed  that  this 
kind  of  practice  was  carried  on  very  ex- 
tensively ;  and  if  that  were  so,  it  seemed 
to  him  that  it  ought  to  be  met  by  the 
strongest  action  of  the  law.  It  waa  " 
worst  kind  of  hrotbel  life  he  could  < 
ceive.    If,  on  the  other  band,  the  report 


youraelf ;  no  one  will  ask  questions  aa 
to  when  you  come  in  or  when  you  go 
out."  He  ventured  to  say  that  this  in- 
cident was  true.  It  was  told  to  him  by 
a  gentleman  who  bad  easily  detected 
what  this  arrangement  waa — who  saw 
at  once  the  meaning  of  the  statement 
"  and  no  questions  will  be  asked."  It 
was  a  temptation,  perhaps  worse  than  a 
temptation,  that  was  involved,  and,  that 
being  the  case,  the  house  in  question 
was  the  worst  kind  of  brothel  that  could 
be  conceived.  If  such  a  state  of  things 
did  exist,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  of  everybody  who  wished  to 
protect  young  persons  from  the  risk  of 
being  debauched  by  fraud  or  violence, 
to  accept  some  such  proposal  as  that 
contained  in  his  clause.  He  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  ho  had  framed  tbs 
clause  in  snob  legal  language  that  no 
right  bon.  or  hon.  Gentleman  on  either 
side  of  the  House  could  find  fault  with 
it.  He  knew  little  about  that,  and 
cared  little  or  nothing  about  it ;  but  ths 
Amendment  appeared  to  him  an  aver- 
ment of  what  waa  aeceasary  to  protect 
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young  people  under  or  over  the  age  of 
21,  and  he  was  boand  to  say  that  it 
ought  to  be  taken  seriously.  If  these 
vords  were  objected  to,  the  subject 
ought  to  be  dealt  with  as  tboae  bon. 
Qentlemen  learned  in  the  law  knew  how 
to  deal  with  it.  He  was  only  concerned 
in  the  vindication  of  what  appeared  to 
him  to  be  a  great  principle — namely, 
the  prevention  of  what  he  believed  to 
be  a  very  great  wrong.  He  knew  that 
olauses  of  this  kind  were  constantly 
said  to  be  unworkable ;  but  he  con- 
tended that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Go- 
vernment, particularly  of  the  LawOfficera 
at  the  Grown,  in  caae  the  Committee 
decided  to  accept  the  principle,  to  dis- 
cover for  them  the  wonls  in  which  the 
Amendment  could  be  framed.  With 
these  words,  and  stating  that  he  did 
really  believe  that  in  this  new  sub- 
section he  had  fixed  upon  a  genuine 
grievance,  a  wrong  and  a  mischief  which 
ought  to  be  remedied,  he  put  the  Amend- 
ment in  the  hands  of  the  Committee. 

Amendment  proposed, 

[n  page  I,  after  lina  13,  to  iomt  the  wards — 
"(3.)  White  aarrviiia;  on  an  atherwiae  lawfal 


rvmKO. 
fly  faci 


losuiess,  kaowingly  facilitates, 

which  ha  ie  the  occupier,  an  imii 

betvesQ  such  womea  aa  reaide  there,  and  are  in 

his  employ,  and  maJe  viaitora  to  them,  or." — 

{Mr.  Thorotd  Rogtri.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Sia  WILLIAM  HAEOOTJBT  said, 
he  must  oppose  the  Amendment,  be- 
cause he  thought  it  was  not  desirable 
that  they  should  encumber  this  Bill  by 
endeavouring  to  deal  with  every  con- 
ceivable case.  He  did  not  think  it  was 
impossible  at  all  that  such  a  case  as  his 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Thorold  £ogers)  had 
suggested  might  occur ;  but  there  were 
many  hundreds  of  other  cases  which 
might  occur,  and  by  which  illicit  con- 
nection might  be  brought  about.  Now, 
it  appeared  to  him  that  such  a  place  as 
that  described  by  the  hon.  Member  was 
either  a  brothel  or  it  was  not ;  and  if  it 
was  a  place  where  women  prostituted 
themselves  as  part  of  the  business,  it 
voold  come  under  the  Bill.  It  was  not 
desirable  that  they  should  endeavour  to 
meet  every  case. 

Ha.  PICXON  said,  he  hoped  the 
Committee  would  reflect  before  they  re- 
jected this  Amendment.  A  situation 
was  offered  to  a  young  woman  in  an  ap- 
parently respectable  house  of  business. 
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She  was  offered  a  low  aalaiy,  and  then 
she  was  induced  to  prostitute  herself,  in 
order  to  increase  her  earnings.  That 
was  a  very  wrong  and  wicked  state  of 
things.  The  offer  of  the  situation  was 
used  to  induce  young  women  to  go  to 
places  of  this  sort  in  order  to  debauch 
them.  He  would  certainly  vote  for  the 
Amendment. 

Sir  FAEREE  HER8CHELL  said, 
the  case  whioh  had  been  mentioned  by 
his  bon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Leicester 
would  come  under  the  subsection  which 
they  had  already  passed.  In  the  caae 
of  a  man  inducing  a  young  woman  to 
accept  a  situation  in  order  that  she 
might  have  illicit  conneclion,  that  would 
come  under  the  Ist  sub-section.  He 
did  not  quite  sea  what  cases  would  be 
met  by  this  sort  of  provision  which  it 
was  proposed  to  insert  in  the  Bill,  If  a 
man  did  not  procure,  then  there  was  no 
necessity  for  dealing  with  him  ;  and,  it 
he  did,  they  had  hit  him  already. 

Me.  thorold  ROGERS  said,  he 
would  not  withdraw  his  Amendment. 
He  would  certainly  take  a  division 
upon  it. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  rfiWi&rf;— Ayes  52; 
Noes  152:  Majority  100.— (Div.  List, 
No.  258.) 

Me,  CAVENDISH  BENTINCK,  in 
moving,  as  an  Amendment,  in  page  1, 
line  13,  after  "girl,"  insert  "  under  the 
age  of  twenfy-one  years,"  said,  that  on 
the  Question  of  the  Speaker  leaving 
the  Chair  on  the  Bill  he  had  endea- 
voured to  express  to  the  House  his 
strong  desire  to  do  everything  that  could 
be  done  to  protect  women  and  children 
from  crimes  of  this  sort;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  he  expressed  bis  fear  tbnt 
many  of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  might 
lead  to  extortion,  and  interfere  with  the 
public  safety.  He  knew  of  no  portion 
of  the  Bill  which  was  more  calculated 
to  do  that  than  this  sub-section.  His 
Amendment  was  aimed  at  that  fact,  and 
it  proposed  to  limit  the  misdemeanour 
of  inducing  women  to  live  in  ill-con- 
duoted  houses  to  the  caae  of  girls  under 
21  years  of  age.  The  bon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Chilohester  (Mr.  Willis)  had 
iUuatrated  his  point  very  well  the  other 
day  when  he  put  the  case  of  a  man  bring- 
ing a  lady  of  35  years  of  age  to  London 
from  the  country,  and  staying  at  one  of 
those  liouscs  where  there  was  a  good  de^ 
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of  froedom.  tJndertheolaiiseas  itetood, 
that  man  would  be  i^ilty  of  misde- 
meanour. It  appeared  to  him  that,  un- 
less eome  Amendment  vbb  effected,  men 
might  be  induced  to  go  with  women  into 
houses  of  ill-fame,  and  then  a  threat 
might  be  made  that,  if  the)r  did  not  pay 
a  sum  of  monej,  a  criminsj  prosecution 
would  be  instituted  against  them  under 
this  olauBO.  He  wished  to  point  out 
also  that,  at  the  present  time,  there  was 
no  precise  definition  in  the  Bill  of  the 
word  "  brothel."  TJnlesa  that  term  was 
defined,  and  unless  the  clause  was  limited 
as  he  had  suggested,  it  would  open  the 
door  to  unlimited  extortion  upon  the 
Touth  of  this  countrj.  It  often  occurred 
that  the  youth  of  this  country  wai  lured 
into  these  sort  of  places ;  and  now  a 
threat  would  beheld  out  that,  unless  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  money  was  paid,  a  charge 
of  misdemeanour  might  be  brought. 
He  would  like  the  hon.  and  leamod 
Attorney  General  to  tell  the  Committee 
what  was  "  a  brothel  within  the  Queen's 
Dominions."  They  knew  thatin  France 
and  Italy  all  the  bouses  of  this  sort 
were  licensed  by  the  authorities,  and 
no  one  could  come  into  them  with- 
out the  knowledge  of  the  authorities. 
What  he  wanted  to  know  was  whe- 
ther this  term  abroad  was  to  bo  ac- 
cepted accordingto  the  foreign  definition, 
or  according  to  an  English  detinition, 
whatever  thftt  might  be  ?  He  wanted  to 
know  what  sort  of  a  bouse  they  had  in 
view  ?  If  they  took  the  foreign  accepta- 
tion, then  there  would  not  be  much  harm 
dona ;  but  if  they  were  going  to  deal 
with  houses  like  that  refetrod  to  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Colchester 
(Mr.AVillts),  then  it  became  a  very  serious 
matter.  ["Divide!"]  Did  hon.  Mem- 
bers wish  to  stifle  this  question  ?  They 
wanted  to  stifle  it  because  they  could  not 
answer  it  ;  and  they  were  afraid  of 
meeting  any  responsibility.  He  bad 
been  a  Member  of  that  House  for  a 
great  many  years,  and  he  had  always 
taken  an  independent  oourse,  and  he  waa 
going  to  continue  to  take  an  indepen- 
dent course  to  the  end  of  his  chapter. 
He  was  doing  his  duty  to  his  consti- 
tuents, and  he  was  not  to  be  put  down 
by  this  clamour.  He  wished  to  place 
these  points  very  calmly  before  Qon. 
Members,  and  there  was  no  doubt  that, 
if  this  Amendment  were  accepted,  it 
would  meet  the  case  he  had  set  forth. 
AVhat  be  wished  to  show  was,  that  this 
Mr.  CiircndiiA  Brntineh 


clause,  as  it  stood,  would  render  liable 
many  in  this  country  and  also  abroad  to 
extortion;  andunlessthe  term  "brothel" 
was  very  clearly  defined,  therefore,  great 
ambiguity  would  arise  and  consequent 
danger.  Whileon  this  subjecthe  wished 
to  point  out  to  the  attention  of  the  rtg;Iit 
hon.  Oeutlemaa  the  Home  Secretary 
line  1 7,  which  would  hardly  make  sense. 
The  whole  sub-section  was  governed  by 
theword"peraon;"  and  unless  some  defi- 
nition were  put  in,  and  the  person 
happened  to  be  a  woman  and  a  pro- 
curess, she  would  escape  unpunished. 
He  thought  he  had  shown  that,  unless 
the  clause  was  very  much  changed,  it 
would  lead  to  very  great  extortion 
against  Her  Majesty's  subjects. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  pBgel,liu*  13,  sfter  "girt,"  uiKrt"  under 
tlie  agB  of  twaDtj-one." — [Ur.  Caveadith  Bin- 
(inei.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  thero  inserted." 

Th8  ATTOENET  GENEEAI,  (Sir 
BicnABD  Webstbh)  said,  there  could  be 
no  doubt  that  the  word  "  brothel "  had 
a  meaning  according  to  the  English 
law.  There  was  no  difference  between 
"brothel"  and  "bawdy  house,"  and 
the  term  occurred  in  many  legal  doen- 

Mr.'  cavendish  BENTINCK 
asked  if  the  sub -section  applied  to 
foreigners?  The  effect  of  the  clause 
oould  only  be  shown  by  reduetio  ad  ai- 
lurdttm.  The  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
General  had  said  that  the  meaning  of 
the  word  "  brothel "  waa  understood  in 
law — that  waa  to  say,  as  it  was  understood 
in  England.  But  that  was  no  definition 
at  all.  As  the  clause  stood,  it  would 
mean  that  if  a  foreigner  induced  another 
foreigner  to  enter  a  house  abroad  which 
in  England  was  called  a  brothel,  the 
foreigner  who  induced  the  other  to  enter 
the  house  was  to  be  punished  if  he  or 
she  came  to  England. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
BiCHABD  Webstgb)  said,  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Whitehaven  (Mr.  Cavendiah 
Bentinck)  appeared  to  forget  that  the 
question  bad  been  twice  answered.  The 
words  "Either  within  or  without  the 
Queen's  Dominions"  referred  to  the 
place  where  the  brothel  might  be. 

Question  put,  and  n»gativtd. 
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Mk.  ackers  Baid,  ho  had  not  pro- 
posed to  move  the  Amendment  ho  was 
about  to  submit  to  the  Committee,  in  re- 
lation to  the  first  sub-section,  because 
it  would  not  be  applicable ;  with  regard 
to  a  person  contemplated  by  that  part  of 
the  clause  who  had  become  a  prostitnte 
there  could  be  no  suoh  reasrvatjon  aa 
that  proposed  by  the  Amendment  he 
waa  about  to  move  to  Bub-sectiun  2. 
With  regard  to  that,  he  thought  the 
Amendment  most  important,  and  he 
trusted  that  it  would  be  inserted.  Here- 
served  to  himself  the  right  of  raising  the 
question  with  regard  to  the  Amendment 
which  had  been  agreed  to  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  West  Somer- 
aetshire  (Mr.  Elton),  if  it  should  be 
shown  by  the  discussion  which  followed 
that  the  words  he  proposed  to  introduce 
into  this  sub-seotion  were  applicable  to 
the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  1,  line  13,  after  "  fprl,"  insert  "  other 
than  &  comniQD  prostitute,  or  peraon  of  known 
unmoral  character." — (Jfr.  Ackeri.) 

Question  proposed  "  That  those  words 
be  there  insetted." 

Sir  WILLIAM  HAECOURT  said, 
he  would  point  out  that  the  objoct  of 
the  clause  was  not  only  to  prevent 
women  being  induced  to  become  prosti- 
tutes, but  to  prevent  the  trade  in  prosti- 
tution being  carried  on  as  between  this 
country  and  foreign  countries.  The  cha- 
racter of  the  woman  ought,  therefore,  to 
make  no  difference. 

Mb.  HOPWOOD  said,  he  waa  not 
BDrpriaed  that  the  tight  hon.  Oontlo- 
man  the  late  Home  Secretary  (Sir 
William  Harcourt)  wanted  to  got  rid 
of  this  traffic,  and  he  (Mr.  Hopwood) 
would  point  out  that  this  sub-section 
was  one  of  tho  most  laudable  parts  of 
the  Bill.  But,  as  bad  been  suggested, 
if  a  man  removed  a  woman  already  a 
commoD  prostitute  from  one  house  to 
another,  even  for  the  sake  of  continuing 
her  calling,  but  possibly  as  an  act  of 
charity,  according  to  the  clause  he  might 
come  within  the  law,  because  he  did 
BO  within  the  Qneen's  Dominions.  If 
his  right  hon.  Friend  wanted  merely  to 
interfere  with  the  ttafSc  in  question,  the 
meaning  of  the  clause  would  be  clear 
enongh ;  but  with  regard  to  England, 
he  (Mr.  Hopwood)  thought  some  sen- 
aible  Amendnient  was  roijuired  in  ac- 
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oordance  Ttth  the  visw  expressed  in  the 
previous  sub -section. 

Thk  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
RiCHAED  Webster)  said,  that  tho  Go- 
vernment were  prepared  to  accept  an 
Amendment  which  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Stockport  was  about  to 
move,  to  add  the  words  "for  this  purposo 
of  prostitution."  He  was  surprised  that 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle  man,  who  was 
a  lawyer,  dtd'not  see  that  the  words  "  with 
intent,  &c."  governed  the  case  he  had 
suggestsd.  If  they  were  going  to  deal 
with  this  particular  evil  he  did  not  think 
they  ought  in  any  way  to  limit  tho 
operation  of  the  clause  by  the  ineertioa 
of  such  words  as  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Gloucestershire  (Mr.  Ackers)  had 
proposed.  He  submitted  that  the  Com- 
mittee should  not  agree  to  that  Amend- 
ment. 

An  hon.  Meubeb  aaid,  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  Bill  waa  to  protect  women 
and  girls,  and  not,  as  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman opposite  (Sir  WiDiam  Harcourt) 
had  said,  to  prevent  the  transfer  of 
women  from  one  place  to  another. 

Mk.  T.  C.  THOMPSON  said,  there 
were  many  women  who,  having  been 
common  prostitutes,  were  induced  by 
clei^mon  and  other  philanthropic  per- 
sons to  enter  reformatories.  It  waa 
known  that  immediately  they  left  those 
reformatories  they  were  exposed  to  the 
attempts  of  those  with  whom  they  had 
formerly  been  nasociated  to  get  them  to 
return  to  their  former  courses.  He  (Mr. 
T.  0.  Thompson)  said  there  was  no  class 
of  women  around  whom  the  protection 
of  the  Bill  ought  to  bo  thrown  more  than 
the  class  ho  had  referred  to.  He  asked 
the  Committee  to  protect  them  by  Baying 
that  those  who  sought  to  get  them  to  re- 
turn to  their  former  mode  of  life  should 
be  punished  under  the  clause. 

Captain  PRICE  said,  ho  would  put 
the  case  of  a  woman  or  girl  moved  from 
oneplaceinLondon  to  another  outof  cha- 
rity, in  which  case  be  would  point  out 
that  the  person  who  induced  her  to  go 
would  be  liable  as  tho  clause  stood  at 
present. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  it  appeared  to 
him  that  if  this  sub-section  was  allowed 
to  remain  without  qualification  they 
would  be  placed  in  an  awkward  position. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Devon- 
port  [Captain  Price)  had  put  the  case 
of  a  woman  removed  from  one  place  in 
London  to  another,  perhaps  from  mo- 
X  2 


ei5 


Criminal  Law 


{COMMONS} 


AmntdmtHl  Bill. 


tirea  of  charity.  This  was  not  a  case  of 
deception  ;  it  was  not  a  case  of  inducing 
a  woman  or  girl  to  enter  a  brotbel  for 
llie  Grst  time ;  yet  it  was  an  offonce  if  the 
clause  remained  unaltered.  It  vaa  the 
caae  of  a  person  being  taken  from 
brotbel  to  another  by  solicitation,  which 
was  intended  to  be  met ;  yet  he  would 
ask  if  any  one  would  suppoBo  that  the 
offence  would  be  punished  in  the  nis 
provided  for  in  the  Bill  ?      ■ 

The  attorney  GENERAL 
BtOHJLHn  Websteb)  said,  he  proposed  to 
alter  the  language  so  as  to  make  the 
matter  clear. 

Mb.  JAMES  STT7ABT  said,  he  hoped 
these  words  would  not  be  applied  to 
women  when  removed  to  foreign  places. 
Tho  horrible  character  of  compulsory 
detention  in  a  foroign  brothel  was  as 
much  worse  than  that  in  the  case  of  an 
ordinary  brotbel,  as  prostitution  was 
than  ordinary  life. 

Mr.  HORACE  DAVEY  said,  he  did 
not  think  that  the  proposal  of  the  hoi 
and  learned  Attorney  Qoneral  would 
meet  the  point  raised  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Hackney  (Mr.  J.  Stuart).  He 
agreed  with  the  hon.  Gentleman,  that 
it  was  desirable  to  protect  females  in  the 
ciroumatances  mentioned. 

Tee  CHAIRMAN  :  We  have  sot 
come  to  that  yet. 

Ma.  HORACE  DAVEY  said,  ha 
thought  he  was  in  Order.  The  Question 
before  the  Committee  was,  that  the 
words  proposed  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  West  Gloucestershire  (Mr.  Ackers) 
be  inserted,  and  be  had  understood  the 
hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General  to 
propose  to  leave  out  certain  words  and 
substitute  others  later  on.  He  was  en- 
deavouring to  show 

Tee  chairman  :  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  can  show  that  when  he 
comes  to  the  part  of  the  Bill  proposed 
to  be  altered  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General. 

Mb.   HORACE   DATEY  said,   with 

great  submisaion,  he  thought  that  the 
bairman  had  not  heard  what  he  had 
to  say.  He  was  endeavouring  to  show 
why  the  Committee  ought  not,  in  bis  opi- 
nion, to  accept  the  words  proposed  oy 
the  hon.  Member  for  West  Gloueestor- 
shire.  He  did  not  agree  with  the  con- 
stmction  placed  upon  the  clause,  that  it 
would  apply  to  taking  away  a  woman 
from  one  brothel  to  another.  The  words 
"  with  intent  that  she  may  become  an 
Mr.  Courtney 


inmate  of  a  brothel"  implied  for  the 
purpose  of  prostitution  for  the  first  time; 
and  he  did  not  think  they  were  open  to 
the  construction  placed  upon  them,  and 
for  which  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Gloucestershire  was 
supposed  to  provide  a  cure. 

Mh.  ackers  said,  he  wished  to 
make  a  practical  suggestion  with  regard 
to  this  matter.  He  did  not  feel  able  to 
accept,  as  he  understood  it,  the  proposal 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  Gene- 
ral ;  because  he  gathered  that  it  would 
limit  the  application  of  the  clause  to 
cases  where  the  removal  was  from  a 
place  that  was  not  a  brothel  to  a  place 
that  was  a  brothel.  i3o  far  as  the  eSeot 
abroad  was  concerned,  he  was  quite 
willing  to  withdraw  his  Amendment; 
but  be  hoped  it  would  be  accepted  in 
respect  of  England,  and  that  it  would  be 
accepted  in  full,  because  he  did  not  think 
it  was  a  crime,  although  it  was  immoral, 
for  one  inmate  of  a  brothel  to  say  to 
another — "You  had  better  leave  here 
and  go  to  another  place."  Therefore, 
he  hoped  the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
General  would  be  able  to  accept  bu 
Amendment  so  far  as  it  applied  to  Eng- 
laind,  in  which  case  he  would  be  happy 
to  withdraw  it,  and  leave  the  wording 
of  it  to  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle> 
man. 

The  8ECEETAEY  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AssHETON  Cross)  aaid,  he  would  point 
out,  with  reference  to  the  question  raised 
by  the  hon.  Member,  that  the  wording 
of  the  clause  was — 
"  Procares  or  attempta  to  procnre  sny  woman 
girl  to  leara  tha  United  Kingdom  or  to  leave 
her  uiual  place  of  abode  in  the  DiiiUd  King- 

Sm  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  said, 
he  thought  the  proposed  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
was  a  right  one.  The  only  objection  of 
any  force  to  it  was  that  the  clause  ought 
not  to  apply  to  the  case  of  a  woman  going 
'  am  one  brothel  to  another. 

Mb.  HORACE  DAVEY  rose  to  Order. 
He  said  that  the  Chairman  had  properly 
called  him  (Mr.  Horaoe  Davey)  to  Order 
when  be  proposed  to  discuss  the  words 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
General  said  he  would  leave  out.  He 
presumed  that  the  ruling  which  applied 
to  one  Member  of  the  House  would  apply 
to  another. 

Tbe  CHAIRMAN:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  (Sir  William  Haroourt)   is 
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not  in  Order  in  discussing  the  Amend- 
ment  of  the  bon.  and  learned  Attorney 
Oenoral. 

Mr.  ackers  eaid,  he  would  leave 
the  matter  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdraun. 

Me.  LYULPH  STANLEY  said,  they 
muat  break  up  the  sub-section  into  two, 
and  put  in  the  first  part — 

or  girl  t 

intent  that  ihe  may  becoma  an  iDmnts  of 

brothel  either  within  or  without  tha  Queen's 

dominioDB," 

and  in  the  second  part — 

"Procures  or  Htterq^tfl  to  procare  any  woman 
or  girl  to  leave  the  United  Kingdom,  or  to  leave 
b«T  n*ual  place  of  abode  in  the  Uoil^d  King- 
dom, inch  place  not  being  a  brothal,  with  intent 
that  ah«  may  enter  a  brothel  either  within  or 
without  the  Queen's  dominions,  whether  or  not 
ba  informs  the  woman  or  girl  of  auch  intent." 

Otbetwise  they  would  not  deal  with  the 
two  separate  cases  of  a  girl,  whatever 
her  character,  being  kidnapped  or  en- 
ticed away,  and  a  girl  leaving  bet  resi- 
dence in  one  brothel  for  another  brothel. 
The  Amendment  ought  not  to  bs  put  in 
its  present  form,  otherwise  it  would  pre- 
vent their  giving  effect  to  what  ap- 
peared to  be  in  the  mind  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

CAPTAirr  PMCE  submitted  that  the 
point  the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Lyulph 
Stanley)  wished  to  impress  on  the  Com- 
mittee had  been  dealt  with  in  the  pre- 
vious part  of  the  sub-section — 

"ProooreBor  attempts  to  procure  any  woman 
or  girl  to  become,  either  within  or  without  the 
Qaeen's  dominions,  a  common  prottitute.'' 

The  ATTOENEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
BiOHABD  WssaTEa)  said,  he  thought  the 
following  words  would  meet  the  diffi- 
culty : — 

"  Procurea  or  attempts  to  procure  any  woman 
or  girl  to  leave  the  United  Kingdom  with  intent 
that  she  may  become  an  inmate  of  a  brothel 
without  the  Queen's  domioions,  or  procures  or 
attempts  to  procure  anj'  woman  or  girl  to  leave 
the  United  Kingdom  with  intent  that  she  may 
become  an  inmate  of  a  brothel  either  within  or 
withoat  the  Queen's  dominions,"  kc. 

8m  WILLIAM  HAECOUET  said, 
he  thought  those  words  were  quite  un- 
necesaaiy,  and  that  the  rase  would  be 
properly  put  by  the  insertion  of  these 
woras — 


to  leave  her  usual  pince  of  nbodo  in  the  United 
Kingdoin,  such  place  not  being  a  brothel,  with 
intent  that  she  may  become  an  inmateof  a  Iwothel 
either  within  or  without  the  Queen's  domi- 
nions," &c. 

Me.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  said,  he 
would  suggest  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man in  charge  of  the  Bill  that  he  should 
prepare  a  clause  embodying  the  wish  of 
the  Committee  and  bring  it  up  on  Report. 
The  only  difficulty  seemed  to  be  as  to  a 
verbal  Amendment,  and  it  was  hopeless 
to  arrive  at  a  eettlement  when  suob  a 
difficulty  existed,  and  Amendments  were 
suggested  from  all  sides. 

The  SECKETAEY  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AssHETOK  Cross)  said,  they  might 
insert  after  "place  of  abode  in  the 
United  Kingdom  "  the  words  "  euch 
place  not  being  a  brothel,"  and  then 
they  could  decide  before  the  Report 
what  other  Amendments  were  neces- 
aary. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  pago  I,  line  15,  after  the  words  "  United 
Kingdom,"  to  insert  the  words  "  such  place  not 
being  a  brothel."— (SMrvfary  Sir  S.  Aaihtton 
Orau.) 


Mr.  HOPWOOD  said,  they  must  take 
into  oonsideratioQ  the  case  of  a  girl  who 
was  residing  in  her  own  private  apart- 
ments, though  just  as  much  a  prostitute' 
as  a  girl  in  a  brothel,  and  who  might  be 
induced  by  some  familiar  friend  to  give 
up  her  apartments  for  the  purpose  of 
living  in  a  brothel. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AsBBETOK  Ckobs)  :  We  will  consider 
the  matter  before  the  Report. 

Mr.  HOPWOOD  said,  he  should  have 
thought  the  best  course  would  have  been 
to  have  agreed  to  report  Progress,  so 
that  the  matter  could  have  received  the 
attention  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man the  Attorney  General  during  the 
night,  and  they  could  have  started  with 
a  comprehensive  proposal  to-morrow. 

Mr.  HORACE  DAVEY  said,  be 
thought  the  Committee  ought  not  to 
pass  the  Amendm.ent.  He  felt  certain, 
from  what  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man the  Attorney  General  had  said  just 
now,  wlien  he  endeavoured  to  show  %ow 
the  clause  would  run,  that,  on  careful 
consideration,  he  would  see  that  the 
mere  insertion  of  the  words  would  not 
carry  out  his  intention.  As  he  (Mr. 
Horaco  Davey)  understood  the  matter, 
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two  totally  eeparato  tliinfra  were  niraed 
at.  One  was  to  prevent  tlie  eotLciog  of 
women  or  girls,  whetlicr  of  good  or  had 
character — and,  for  hie  own  part,  he  was 
desirous  of  protecting  even  women  of 
bad  character — to  foreign  brothels.  The 
other  thing  it  was  deaired  to  prevent 
was  women  or  girls,  who  were  not  at 
present,  at  any  rate,  common  prosti- 
tutes, from  being  enticed  into  becoming 
innfates  of  brothels.  The  Committee 
would  at  once  see  that  there  vera  two 
totally  distinct  things  which  it  was 
sought  to  prevent.  He  was  sure  that 
if  they  endeavoured  to  prevent  these 
two  things  by  one  common  form  of 
words,  they  would  only  get  into  error. 
He  was  sorry  to  have  intervened  just  as 
the  Chairman  had  been  about  to  put  the 
Qnestion.  His  only  desire  was  to  eeo 
the  wish  of  tho  Committee  carried  out ; 
and  he  was  sure  the  insertion  of  the 
words,  after  '•  United  Kingdom,"  "such 
place  not  beiug  a  brothel,"  would  not 
carry  it  out. 

SiK  FAIiRER  IIERSCHELL  said, 
it  would  be  a  pity  to  report  Progress  on 
this  question.  No  doubt  the  matter  re- 
quired consideration;  but  he  did  not 
think  there  should  bo  much  dif&culty  in 
arriving  at  a  settlement.  He  thought 
the  proposal  made  did  carry  out  the 
intention  of  tho  Committee,  as  tho  two 
things  would  be  most  distinctly  dealt 
with  in  the  sub-section. 

"  Procuroe  or  ondesToura  to  procars  any 
woman  or  pirl  to  loare  the  Uoitsd  Kingdom 
.  .  .  ,  with  intent  that  she  may  becoms  nn  in- 
mate of  B  brothel  cither  withia  or  without  the 
Queen's  dumioioas," 

assuredly  covered  the  case  of  a  gir' 
enticed  from  tliis  country  into  &  foreign 
brothel  ;  and  the  words 

"  To  IcftVD  her  usual  plncQ  of  alicdo  in  tho 
United  Kingdom  with  iiitt^nt  that  she  mny 
become  an  iamale  of  a.  brothel  " 

quite  BB  certainly  covered  tho  other 
case — namely,  that  of  enticing  a  woman 
to  enter  a  brotliel.  'i'ho  insertion  of 
the  words  "such  place  not  being  a 
brothel  "  would,  no  doubt,  meet  a  great 
many  of  the  objections  which  had 
been  mentioned.  There  was  tlio  case 
the  bon.  and  learned  Gentleman  tho 
Member  for  Stockport  (Mr.  HopwooJ) 
had  put,  and  whether  or  not  that  should 
be  dealt  with  was  a  matter  for  considera- 
tion. The  best  course  would  bo  to  in- 
sert the  words  which  would  carry  out 
the  general  views  of  tho  Committee. 
2/r.  Horace  IMiry 


The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
RicuABD  W£b8T£b)  said,  he  agreed 
with  the  hon.  and  learnod  Gentleman 
tho  Member  for  Christchurch  (Mr. 
Horace  Davey)  that  a  little  alteration 
was  required  in  the  Amendment.  What 
was  required  seemed  to  him  the  addi- 
tion of  very  simple  words  in  line  10.  In 
the  case  of  procuring  a  woman  or  girl 
to  leave  the  United  Kingdom,  be  did 
not  think  the  words  "  either  within  or 
without  the  United  Kingdom  "  should 
be  used,  and  he  would  propose  on  Re- 
port to  bring  the  clause  up  in  an 
amended  form.  It  might  b«  well  to 
say—    ■ 

"  Procures  or  endeavours  to  procure  any 
voman  or  girl  to  leavo  the  United  Kin^fdom 
with  intent  that  she  may  become  an  inmate  of 
a  bnithel  without  the  Quccn'a  domiDlona, 
whether  or  not  he  informs   the  girl  of  such 

Then,  in  another  sub-section — 

"  I'rocures  or  attempts  to  procure  any 
woman  or  girl  to  leave  her  uaool  place  of  abode 
in  tho  United  Kingdom,  such  place  not  being 
n  brotbul,  with  intent  that  she  may  become  an 
inmate  <ii  a  brothel  either  within  or  without 
the  Queen's  dominioiis,  whether  or  not  tho 
woman  or  girl  bs  informed  of  Eoch  intent." 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to ;  words  ix- 
serttd  accordingly. 

Mn.  HOPWOOD  said,  he  wished,  as 
an  Amendment,  to  move  to  leave  out 
the  words  "  an  inmate,"  in  line  15,  and 
insert  "n  resident  for  the  purposes  of 
prostitution,"  aa  that  the  sub-section 
might  read— 

"  Procures  or  attempts  to  procure  any 
woman  or  girl  .to  leSTo  the  United  Kingdom, 
or  to  leave  her  usual  place  of  abide  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  such  place  not  being  • 
brothel,  with  intent  that  she  may  become  a  re- 
sident for  tho  purposet  of  prostitution  of  a 
brothel,  either  wiUiin  or  without  the  United 
Kingdom,"  ic. 

If  tho  Government  would  mthpr  havo 
the  word  "inmate,"  be  would  withdraw 
his  Amendment;  but  ho  thought  the 
worJe  ho  proposed  were  better. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  I,  line  12,  leave  out  "  an  inmata," 
and  insert  "  a  resident  for  the  parpoae*  of 
prostitution." — [Mr.  llopicotd.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

Mr.  LYULPH  STANLEY  said,  it 
seemed  to  him  clear  that  what  the  Com- 
mittee wiahud  to  do  wm  to  pooish  ft 
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person  for  inducing  a  woman  or  givl  to 
regularly  take  up  her  abode  in  a  brothel 
for  purposes  of  proBtitution.  A  person 
might  take  a  woman  or  girl  to  a.  brothel 
foroae  night,  and  that  would  technically 
render  her  "  so  inmate  "  under  the  sec- 
tion ;  but  it  was  not  meant  to  bring  a 
person  ao  acting  under  the  penalties  of 
the  clause.  To  say  that  a  person  taking 
a  woman  or  girl  to  a  hrothel  for  pur- 
poses of  prostitution  should  be  liable  to 
two  years'  imprisonment  seemed  to  him 
altogether  ridiculous.  The  clause  would 
apply  not  only  to  the  procurer  or  pro- 
curess, but  to  the  man  who  went  to  a 
brothel  temporarily,  as  he  might  go  to 
an  hotel. 

Captain  FBICE  said,  he  would  point 
out  that  the  clause  would  also  apply  to 
a  person  living  in  a  brothel  who  engaged 
B  female  housemaid  or  cook. 

Mr.  HOPWOOD  said,  he  should  like 
the  hon.  and  learned  Qentleman  the 
Attorney  General  to  explain  what  legal 
construction  he  put  on  the  word  "in- 
nate "  aa  opposed  to  "  resident." 

The  ATTOENEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
EiCHARD  Webster)  said,  the  word  "  re- 
sident "  seemed  to  the  Government  too 
technical  a  word.  He  quite  agreed, 
however,  that  the  clause  was  not  in- 
tended to  apply  to  anyone  taking  a 
woman  to  a  brothel  temporarily  as  to 
an  hotel.  Though  a  casual  visit  of 
that  kind  would  not  constitute  a  woman 
"an  inmate"  of  a  brothel,  yet  a  resi- 
dence of  a  week  or  10  days  would  do 
so.  The  reason  why  the  word  "resi- 
dent" had  been  avoided  was  because 
there  wbb  a  technical  meaning  given  to 
it  Bomettmea  which  they  had  thought  it 
desirable  to  avoid.  They  had  desired 
to  bit  the  case  of  a  woman  going  to  a 
brothel  and  spending  some  time  there, 
80  aa  to  become,  in  the  full  sense  an 
inmate. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  SMITH  hoped  the 
Committee  would  not  accept  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Stockport  (Mr.  Hop- 
wood).  It  would  defeat  one  very  good 
affect  that  the  clause  would  have  in 
dealing  with  a  well-known  and  common 
practice  amongst  brothel -keepers.  Ouu 
of  the  commonest  devices  for  pro- 
curing prostitutes  was  the  employment 
of  girls  in  brothels  as  servants.  They 
were  often  attracted  as  dome 
vants,  and  then  induced  to  lead 
lives. 


Sir  BALDWYN  LEIGHTON  eaid, 
he  would  ask  the  Government  not  to 
alter  the  sub-seotion  for  the  same  rea- 
son. There  was  plenty  of  evidence  that 
women  were  engaged  in  brothels  as 
servants,  and  were  afterwards  trained 
up  to  be  prostitutes.  He  would  appeal 
to  the  Government  not  to  omit  the 
words  which  would  protect  this  sort  of 

The  ATTOENEY  GENEEAL  (Sir 
EicHAHD  Webster)  said,  he  quite  ap- 
preciated the  motives  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  had  spoken ;  but  he  thought  that 
if  they  allowed  the  clause  to  remain  as 
it  was,  they  would  be  providing  legisla- 
tion which  would  create  difficulties — 
they  would  be  falling  into  those  pitfalls 
against  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Derby  (Sir  William 
Harcourt)  had  cautioned  them.  They 
did  not  want  to  prevent  these  people 
from  having  cooks,  and  so  on.  'Ihoj 
did  not,  by  this  clause,  attempt  to  put 
down  brothels;  and  if  they  adopted  the 
advice  of  the  last  two  hon.  Members 
who  had  spoken,  they  would  be  giving 
the  clause  a  wider  scope  than  they  de- 
sired. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  te. 

Clause,  aa  amended,  agreed  to. 

Mk.  HOPWOOD :  I  now  beg  to 
move.  Sir,  that  you  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — {Mr.  Mop- 
toood.) 

Sir  WILLIAM  HAECOUET  said, 
that  the  Committee  were  now  agreed 
upon  all  the  points  in  the  olaase,  save 
that  of  age.  There  were  several  Amend- 
ments on  the  Paper  to  limit  the  opera- 
tion of  the  clause,  or  part  of  it,  to  girls 
under  the  age  of  21  years;  and  these, 
he  thought,  they  could  easily  deal 
with. 

Several  hon.  Meubebb  :   Go  on ;  go 

Mr.  HOEACE  DAVEY  said,  the 
clause  would  require  a  considerable 
amount  of  amendment,  because,  in  its 
present  form,  it  would  not  deal  with  a 
female  procure! ?s. 

The  WECEETAEY  of  STATE  (Sir 
E.  AssuEToN  Oaosa)  appealed  to  the 
Committfe    to   moke  further  progress 
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with  tliB  Bill.    There  was  no  sarious  i  Moml: 
point  in  dispute  now. 

Mb.  cavendish  BENTINCK  :  I 
beg  pardon,  there  is. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  A'oi^MJ- — Ajes  31; 
Noes  125 :  Majority  94.— (Div.  Liat,  No. 
259.) 

Clause  3  (Procuring  dofilement  of 
Tomao  by  throats  or  frnud). 

Mb.  HOPWOOD  said,  the  first  sub- 
section said — 

"  Any  psraon  who  by  tbTeati  or  intimidation 
pToonras  or  endeavourt  to  procure  any  womaa 
or  girl vith   himBeU    or  any    other 
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This,  in  point  of  law,  was  rape ;  and  he 
wished  to  know  what  was  the  use  of 
enoumbering  the  Statute  Book  with 
alternative  modes  of  stating  that  which 
waa  already  the  law  ?  lie  had  in  several 
instances  marked  that  tendency  in  the 
Bill,  and  he  hoped  hon.  Members  would 
allow  him  to  call  attention  to  it  here. 
Attempts  to  commit  the  offence  dealt 
with  in  the  sub-section  were  also  pro- 
vided against  in  the  present  law.  An 
attempt  at  rape  was  an  offence  at  law ; 
therefore  it  waa  no  use  passing  this  sub- 
flection.  He  should  very  much  like  to 
know  what  reason  there  was  for  passing 
an  Act  of  Parliament  in  this  form,  there 
being  already  in  existence  a  woll-known 
form  of  law,  which  was  thoroughly  com- 
prehensible, to  the  same  effect?  Ho 
would  moTstheomiasion  of  sub-section  1 
of  Clause  si 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  to 
leave  out  sub-seotion  (1.) — {Mr.  Bop- 
uood.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  By '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

Tns  ATTOEXEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
SicniBD  Webster)  said,  ho  ventured  to 
think  that  the  hou.  and  learned  Qentle- 
man  opposite  (Mr.  Ilopwood)  was  not 
quite  correct  when  he  said  that  the 
clause  was  simply  a  repetition  of  the 
existing  law.  He  did  not  mean  to  say 
that  there  might  not  bo  cases  where 
threats  amounted  to  rape  under  the 
ezisting  law  ;  but  there  certninly  might 
be  other  cases  where  consent  was  ob- 
tained in  that  way  without  incurring 
the  guilt  of  rape.  There  was  another 
state  of  things  which  the  sub-section 
dealt  with ;  and  he  would  ask  hon. 
iSiV  R.  AttliHon  Cron 


"  Any  pfrsoD  who — By  threats  or  intimida- 
tion  procure*  or  endeavoura  to  protore  any 
woman  or  girl either  withia  or  with- 
out the  Queen'a  dominions  with  himself  oi  any 

other  maa." 

These  words  applied  to  cases  which 
might  owur  without  the  Queen's  Domi- 
nions. Of  course,  the  words  "  with  him- 
self or  any  other  man"  would  have  to 
be  altered,  "person"  being  substituted 
for  "man."  There  were  at  least  two 
offences  provided  for  which  did  not  come 
under  the  exist in^  law. 

Mr.  HOPWOOD  said,  if  the  hon.  and 
learned  Oentleman  would  bear  with  him 
(Mr.  Hopwood)  a  little  longer  he  would 
see  that  his  (Mr.  Hopwood's]  contention 
was  correct.     The  words  were — 

"  By  threats  or  intimidation  procnres  or  eo- 
deavoun  to  procure  any  woman  or  girl  to  haTS 
unlawful  eanial  oonnectton,"  k%. 
— that  waa  to  say,  "procures  or  endea- 
vours to  procure  a  rape." 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Weusteb)  ;  Possibly,  it  may 
be  so. 

Me.  HOPWOOD:  No ;  certainly  it  is. 
It  was,  by  law,  a  rape  and  a  felony,  and 
by  the  aub-eection  they  would  make  it 
a  miademeanour  only.  They  were  now 
enacting  conflicting  laws — he  prayed 
them  to  take  care  that  their  guidance 
was  correct  on  these  legal  matters.  If 
they  did  not  take  care,  all  aorta  of  con- 
fusion would  result.  They  were  endea- 
vouring to  embrace  in  one  clause  that 
which  was  a  felony,  and  that  which  was 
a  misdemeanour,  in  a  matter  that  was 
of  supreme  importance  in  all  cases  of 
drawing  up  indictments  in  Courts  of 
Law ;  and  it  was  obvious  that  the  clause 
would  require  a  great  deal  of  careful 
handling  before  the  iion.  and  learned 
Oentleman  could  fulfil  all  the  purposes  he 
bad  in  view.  He  (Mr.  Hopwood)  would 
like,  further,  to  put  it  to  the  Committer, 
if  the  clttuso  wflB  to  have  general  appli- 
cation and  deal  with  cases  outside  the 
Queen's  Dominions,  how  could  it  be  put 
in  force?  Supposing  a  case  occurred  in 
Friuoe,  what  right  wouid  they  have  to 
put  the  sub-section  in  force  in  that  conn- 
try  ?  They  might  punish  a  person  for 
an  attempt  mado  in  the  United  King- 
dom 1  but  if  the  offender  were  a  foreigner, 
and  the  offence  were  committed  abroad, 
they  might  find  themselves  on  the  edge 
of  some  conaiderable  legal  difficulties, 
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Of  eourse,  he  did  not  mean  lo  say  that 
they  could  not  get  at  fluch  a  person  for 
what  he  might  do  within  the  Queen's 
Dominions.  He  was  afraid  that  when 
they  oome  to  have  this  clause  strained 
and  tested  by  legal  deoieiona  they  vould 
find  it  full  of  legal  difficulties,  and  would 
be  greatly  disappointed  at  the  result  of 
their  Act. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
BiCHARD  Websteb)  said,  he  ^aa  afraid 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  opposite 
(Mr.  Hopwood)  had  not  looked  at  the 
Amendments  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Home  Secretary  (Sir  R.  Asaheton 
Cross)  had  put  down  to  this  sub-section. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  proposed  to 
insert,  after  "intimidation,"  "or  by 
false  pretences,  false  representations,  or 
other  fraudulent  means,"  and  also  to 
leave  out  "himself  or  any  other  man," 
in  order  to  insert  "any  person."  The 
offence  which  was  pointed  to  in  the  sub- 
BMtion  would  have  to  be  committed  in 
the  United  Kingdom.  "Without  the 
Queen's  Dominions  "(Only  had  reference 
to  the  place  to  which  the  girl  or  woman 
might  be  tahen. 

Mr.  LYULPH  STANLEY  said,  this 
showed  the  extreme  difficulty  of  the 
matter  they  were  dealing  with.  It  was 
admitted  that  the  words  in  the  sub-sec- 
tion as  they  stood  included  the  offence 
of  rape.  i"No,  no!"]  He  thought 
hon.  Gentlemen  must  agree  that  "  pro- 
cures or  endeavours  to  procure  any 
woman  or  girl  by  threats  or  intimida- 
tion "  was  rape.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  said 
there  might  be  threats  which  were  not 
sufficiently  violent  to  constitute  rape ; 
but  everyone  who  went  on  Circuit  knew 
that  of  all  cases  in  which  they  had  to 
grapple  with  difRcult  points  of  evidence 
there  were  none  which  bristled  mora 
with  difficulties  than  cases  of  rape.  It 
came  to  this— that  in  a  case  where  the 
evidence  was  not  sufficient  to  convict  a 
person  of  rape  they  wore  going  to  in- 
vite the  jury  to  convict  of  misdemeanour, 
and  they  were  not  going  to  allow  a  man 
to  give  evidence  on  his  own  behalf.  If 
there  was  a  case  in  which  a  man  ought 
to  be  allowed  to  give  evidence,  it  was  a 
case  of  rape  or  indecent  assault.  Yet  it 
was  positively  su^ested  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  (Sir 
Bichard  Webster)  that  where  the  evi- 
dence was  not  proof  of  rape  the  accused 
•houtd  be  convicted  of  misdemeanour. 


[The  Attorney  General  (Sir  Richard 
Webster):  No.]  Well,  but  if  a  man 
"by  threats  or  intimidation  procures 
or  endeavours  to  procure  any  woman 
or  girl  "  ho  was  to  be '  guilty  of  misde- 
meanour. It  was  admitted  that  there 
might  be  many  threats,  and  when  there 
was  a  small  amount  of  threatening  or 
intimidation  the  offence  was  to  be  a 
misdemeanour.  Of  course,  if  the  woman 
was  good  looking  and  attractive  her 
testimony  would  have  great  weight  with 
the  jury.  Hon.  Members  who  were 
in  the  habit  of  attending  Assizes  know 
that  very  often  charges  of  rape  arose  out 
of  cases  where  there  was  practical  con- 
aent — that  some  one  coming  up  the 
woman  had  screamed  to  -  save  ber 
reputation,  and  a  charge  of  rape  bad 
been  preferred  against  the  man.  The 
Committee  ought  to  examine  this  sub- 
section very  carefully  before  accepting 
it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  said, 
he  did  not  agree  with  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man (Mr.  Lyulph  Stanley)  in  his  objec- 
tion to  this  sub-section.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentlemanthe  Attorney  General 
(Sir  Richard  Webster)  had  very  truly 
said  there  was  not  only  a  kind 
of  intimidation  —  intimidation  carried 
to  a  certain  point — which  amounted  in 
law  to  rape,  but  that  there  was  also  in- 
timidation, which  even,  if  it  were  tech- 
nically rape,  would  certainly  not  be  f onnd 
by  a  jury  to  be  rape.  It  was  felt  that 
that  sort  of  intimidation  ought  to  be 
punished.  Supposing  a  man  threatened 
a  girl  with  the  dismissal  of  herself,  or 
of  her  father,  or  some  relative  from  em- 
ployment, and  because  of  that  effected 
his  purpose,  he  (Sir  William  Harcourt) 
doubted  very  much  whether  a  jury  would 
consider  it  rape.  But  surely  a  man  who 
induced  a  girl  to  sacrifice  her  virtue  by 
intimidation  of  that  kind  ought  to  be 
punished. 

Mr.  EDWARD  CLABKE  said,  he 
thought  the  speecli  the  ri|;ht  boa.  Gen- 
tleman the  lute  Home  Secretary  (Sir 
William  Harcourt)  had  just  delivered 
illustrated  the  csfremoly  dangerous  cha- 
racter of  what  the  Committee  were  asked 
to  do.  This  clause  might  be  divided 
into  two  parts.  The  6rst  part  dealt  with 
intimidation.  Now  the  law  was  perfectly 
clear.  It  was  a  quesfion  for  the  jury 
whether  the  connection  took  place  with 
the  consent  of  the  girl.  If  the  girl  was 
only  submissive,  it  was  rape ;  u  it  was 
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■ubmifBioD  to  threats  and  ioLiiuidatiai], 
vliich  were  sufRdeot  to  overcome  the 
rosistance  of  the  mind,  and  the  jury 
found  that  the  threats  and  intimidation 
reached  that  point,  it  was  undoubtedly 
rape.  But  it  was  said  there  was  a 
lower  form  of  intimidatiou,  and  that  a 
girl  might  be  threatened  by  something 
vhich  would  not  overbear  the  resistance 
of  the  mind,  but  might  induce  her  to 
think,  as  a  matter  of  calculation,  that 
it  would  be  better  for  her  to  submit  to 
the  connection  than  to  put  herself  or  re- 
latives to  an  iDconvenience  which  was 
threatened.  He  could  not  imagine  a 
more  terrible  instrumont  of  oppression 
than  such  a  clause.  There  could  be  no 
evidence  in  contradictiou,  and  a  woman 
could  say  anything  as  to  having  had 
threats  used  towards  her.  So  far  as  the 
rest  of  the  clause  was  concemed,  it  was 
sot  required  at  all,  because  the  49th 
section  of  24  &  25  Viet.  c.  100  was 
now  on  the  Statute  Book,  subject  to  al- 
terations. He  certainly  had  a  very 
strong  objection  to  repealing  a  clause 
which  had  existed  on  the  Statute  Book 
for  a  good  many  years,  in  order  to  put 
a  slightly  different  clause  into  an  Act 
passed  in  1S8S.  He  hoped  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Attorney  Qeneral 
would  serioaaly  consider  this  matter. 
He  certainly  desired  to  enter  his  strong 
protest  gainst  this  dangerous  proposi- 
tion. 

The  SECEETAItT  of  STATE  {Sir 
B.  AssHETON  Cross)  said,  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  (Mr.  Edward  Clarke) 
seemed  to  have  forgotten  that  one  of 
the  main  features  of  this  clause  was  to 
provide  punishment  in  Englandfor  some- 
thing done  outside  the  Queen's  Domi- 
nions. It  was  quite  true  that  the 
24th  &  2Gth  Viet,  did  cover  part  of  this 
clause;  but  it  did  not  provide  against 
girls  being  procured  for  foreign  parts. 
This  was  not  simply  a  question  of  rape, 
but  it  was— 

"  Proonros  or  eiid«BToura  to  procure  idj 
woman  or  girl  to  hare  unlawful  camftl  coonec* 
tion.  eithor  wilhio  or  without  tbo  tjueea'»  dO' 
minioDB,  with  himself  or  auj*  other  man," 
Such  an  offence  was  not  covered  by  the 
old  Act. 

Mb.  HOPWOOD  said,  it  was  just  as 
if  two  or  tbrco  persoDS  wero  present, 
and  one  held  the  woman  while  the  foul 

Surpose    was    elTected    by    tlic    other, 
urely  an  accessory  before  the  fact  was 
a  principal  either  in  felony  or  misde- 
J/r.  Eda-itrd  Cki-h 
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mean  our. 
commit  I 
guilty  of  the  crime  himself. 

Mb.  HORACE  DAVEY  said,  he 
thought  the  Committee  were  indebted  to 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Stock- 
port (Mr.  Hopwood)  for  having  brought 
this  subject  forward ;  because  it  was 
plain,  from  the  admiesione  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  (Ciir 
Richard  Webster)  and  the  Home  Secre- 
tary (Sir  K.  Asaheton  Gross),  that  the 
clause  required  very  considerable  amend- 
ment. It  now  seemed  to  be  generally 
admitted  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Stockport  was 
quite  right  in  saying  that  this  clauso 
included  various  classes  of  crimes  which 
were  at  present  punishable  as  rape,  and 
that  it  proposed  to  make  a  rape — which, 
he  (Mr.  Horace  Davey)  was  given  to 
understand  was  at  present  a  felony — a 
misdemeanour.  Although  the  clause  in- 
cluded rape.although  it  also  included  the 
accessories  to  rape,  although  it  included, 
as  the  hon.  and  learned  tientleman  tba 
Member  for  Plymouth  (Mr.  E.  Clarke) 
had  pointed  out,  whatn-as  already  mado 
an  olTence,  it  included  something  more. 
Lot  the  Government  say  what  it  waa 
they  meant  by  the  clause.  Ho  was  de- 
sirous of  supporting  the  Government  in 
carrying  the  Bill,  and  in  carrying  a 
clause  which  would  aid  in  grappling 
with  that  which  they  all  knew  to  bo  a 
great  evil — namely,  enticing  English 
girls  to  brothels  abroad.  If  that  waa 
what  the  Government  desired  to  prevent, 
why  did  they  not  say  so  ?  Why  did  the 
Government  introduce  aclause  which  had 
the  effect,  as  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
men, who  bad  far  greater  knowledge  of 
the  Criminal  Law  than  he  had — and  there 
was  no  greater  authority  in  the  House 
on  CriminalLawthanthehon. and  learned 
Member  for  Plymouth  (Mr.  Edward 
Clarke) — said,  of  including  what  was 
already  a  felony  ?  At  that  hour  of  the 
morning  (2.:iO,'  they  were  asked  to  enact 
that  what  was  already  a  felony,  accord- 
ing to  the  English  law,  should  be  a  mis- 
demeanour. That  waa  a  ridiculous  posi- 
tion fur  the  Committee  to  be  placed  in. 
It  was  evident  that  the  Government  did 
not  understand  their  own  clause,  and 
had  not  thought  it  ont ;  and  he  would, 
therefore,  move  to  report  Progress. 
Perhaps  before  the  Committtee  mi-t 
again  the  Govomment  would  re-oonsidvi 
tho  clause. 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"Tbat  the  Chairman  do  report  FrogresB, 
and  ask  leave  to  eit  again." — ( Hr.  Uoraet 

J>avet/.) 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Sii 
E.  AssHBToir  Cbom)  eaid,  he  thought 
they  ought  to  go  on.  The  question  had 
been  argued  for  some  timo,  and  aurelj 
it  was  better  to  settle  it  at  once.  They 
vould  not  arrive  at  a  more  satisfactory 
conclusion  to-morrow  than  they  would 
to-day. 

Mb.  LTULPH  STANLEY  said,  the 
last  division  was  taken  at  2  o'clock,  and 
the  Committee  were  then  assured  that 
this  clause  would  lead  to  no  contention. 
They  had  gone  on  now  for  half-an-hou 
and  the  discussion  had  shown  that  the 
clause  was  much  fuller  of  difficult! 
than  the  Qovemment  imag;ined.      I 
thought  they  were  entitled  at  that  hour 
of  the  morning  to  take  a  division,  if  ne- 
cessary, on  the  Motion  to  report  Progress. 

Ma.  ONSLOW  said,  the  Bill  was  one 
hufcc  jumble  ;  but  he  did  not  blame  Her 
Majesty's  Oovemment  one  bit,  because, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  was  not  their  Bill. 
He  thought,  however,  that  as  the  Oo- 
TOmment  bad  taken  up  the  Bill  they 
ought  to  bear  the  lespoDsibility  of  it. 
He  intended  to  support  the  Motion  to 
report  Progress,  and  hoped  that  before 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Committee  the 
Government  would  consider  what  they 
really  did  intend  to  pass. 

Me.  H.  H.  fowler  said,  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Christchurch  (Mr.  Horace  Davey)  made 
a  very  powerful  speech  against  the 
clause,  but  prevented  any  Member  of  the 
Committee  replying  to  him  by  moving 
to  report  Progress,  Of  course,  if  the 
attitude  which  the  hon.  Member  for  Old- 
ham {Mr.  Lyulph  Stanley)  had  taken 
up  was  to  prevail,  and  if  the  Bill  was  to 
be  practically  obstructed 

Mr.  HOPWOOD  rose  to  Order.  He 
would  like  to  know  whether  it  waa  not 
an- Parliamentary  to  charge  any  Mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  with  Obstruc- 
tion? 

The  CHAIRMAN  said,  it  would  be 
out  of  Order  for  aa  hon.  Member  to 
oha^e  another  hon.  Member  with  Ob- 
■tmction ;  but  he  did  not  understand  the 
hon.  Member  for  Wolverhampton  to  do 
that. 

Mb.  H.  H.  fowler  said,  homada 
no  each  charge.    Tho  hon.  Member  for 
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Oldham  (Mr.  Lyulph  Stanley)  hinted 
that  tbis  was  a  time  of  the  morning 
when  a  minority  of  the  Committee  was 
entitled  to  insist  on  reporting  Progress. 
He  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowlerl  was  about  to 
say,  when  he  was  interrupted  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Stockport 
(Mr.  Hopwood}  that  if  that  course  was 
to  be  adopted — he  did  not  think  the  hon. 
Member  for  Oldham  would  adopt  such 
a  course — those  who  supported  this  Bill 
would  be  placed  in  a  very  awkward 
position.  He  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler) 
thought  it  would  be  hopeless  to  go  on  at 
that  hour  of  the  morning ;  and  therefore 
he  would  not  be  displeased  if  the  Go- 
vernment consented  to  report  Progress, 
but  not  on  the  ground  that  this  Clause 
was  a  jumble.  The  clause  was  perfeclly 
intelligible,  and  he  thought  the  oppot'i- 
tion  to  the  clause  was  perfectly  intel- 
ligible too. 

The  CHANCELLORof  the  EXCHE- 
QUER said,  he  did  not  wish  to  enter 
into  the  merits  of  the  clause  or  of  the 
Amendment;  but  be  thought  that  at 
half-past  2  in  the  morning  the  Govern- 
ment might  fairly  consent  to  report 
Progress. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit 
again  To-morrow. 

UNIVERSITIES  (SCOTLAND)   BILL. 

{The  Lord  Adeaealc,  Scereiary  Sir  William  Har- 

Kuri,  Mr.  Soiititor  Otaeral/irr  Scalland.) 

[bill   115.]       SECOND  BEASIira. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  tho  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill 
be  deferred  till  Monday  next." 

Mb-  WEBSTER  said,  be  must  appeal 
to  the  QovcrnmoQt  to  move  that  this 
Order  be  discharged.  He  had  no  inten- 
tion, at  that  hour  of  the  morning  (2.85), 
of  delaining  the  House  by  discussing 
the  merits  of  the  Bill ;  but  be  gathered, 
from  an  answer  given  by  the  right  hou. 
Gentleman  tho  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer on  Tuesday,  that  it  was  hardly 
menat  to  proceed  with  the  Bill  that  Ses- 
sion. It  was  now  the  end  of  July.  The 
Bill  was  of  a  contentious  character ;  it 
would  be  opposed  at  overy  stage  ;  and, 
therefore,  it  was  impossible  to  pass  it  in 
the  few  remaiaing  days  of  the  Session. 
On  Tuesday  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  (Sir  Michael  Hioks-Beach)  said 
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that  looking  to  the  list  of  Billa  on  the 
Paper,  and  the  oppoeition  of  himself 
(Mr.  Webster)  and  other  hon.  Members 
from  Scotland  to  the  Bill,  he  was  afraid 
the;  could  sot  proceod  vith  it.  After 
Buch  a  Btatement  it  was  scarcely  a  right 
proceeding  to  put  the  Bill  down  for 
neit  week,  of  course  to  the  great  in- 
oonveDience  of  Scotch  Members  and  of 
the  House  generally.  He  strongly  ap- 
pealed to  the  GoTernment  to  consent  to 
the  discbarge  of  tlte  Order  and  the  with- 
drawal of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  supported  the 
appeal  of  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Webster). 
Many  Scotch  Members,  relying  upon  the 
assurance  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer on  Tuesday,  had  left  town. 

Tire  OH ANOELLOE  ofthe  EXCHE- 
QUER said,  be  would  admit  the  correct- 
neBB  of  the  quotation  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man (Mr.  Webster)  had  made ;  but  as 
this  was  a  Bill  of  importance  he  thought 
the  matter  might  remain  until  Monday. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Second  Beading  dfferred  till  Monday 


WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

CONSOLIDATED  FPffD  (APPBOPKIATION) 
BILL. 

Retolution  [July  20]  rtporUd,  and  agretd  la. 

Orderid,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  apply  a  >um  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  to 
the  BorvicG  of  the  year  endiog  oa  the  thirtj-firat 
day  of  llarch.  ooe  thouuuid  eight  hundred  and 
eighty-aix,  and  to  appropriate  the  Supplies 
granted  in  this  Session  of  Pniliament,  and  tbat 
Sir  Artuub  OrwiTT,  Mr.  Chabcellok  of  the 
ExoHiQUEB.  and  Sir  HkHBV  Uollakd  do  pre- 
pare and  bring  it  in. 

Bill  preitatid,  and  read  the  first  time. 

PARLIAMRNTART  ELECTI0V3  {RE- 

TURNING  OFFICERS)  BILL.— [Bill  98.] 

(Mr.  Attonuy  Gnural,  Sir  Charlii  W.  Dilki.) 

CONSIDEBATIOH. 

Bill,  as  amended,  eontidered. 

A  Clause  (Amendment  to  "  The  Par- 
liamentary £lections[Returning  Officers' 
ExpenscB)  (Scotland)  Act,  IB78,"1— 
{Mr.  J.  B.  halfii»r,) — was  twice  read, 
and  made  part  of  the  Bill. 

Amendments  made. 
Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time   To- 
morrow. 


Home  adjourned  at  Three  o 
.  JFchMter 
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HOUSE     OF     LORDS, 


Friday,  3U(  July,  1885. 


MINUTES] —Sat  FiBir  is  P*«luiiest— 
The  Lord  Eenyon,  after  the  death  of  his 
grandfather. 

Public  BrLLS— fiVrf  Seading—Crtiwa  Lands* 
(221) :  Revising  Barristers  *  (225). 

Secimd  Ecadhig  —  Eridence  by  Commission  • 
(212) :  Cuetomaand  Inland  Hevenae (No.  2)* 
(220)  ;  Lunacy  Acts  Ameodnient  (231j  : 
Patent  Law  Amendment  •  (223). 

Steond  Reading  —  Commilltt  —  Seport  —■  Tliiri 
Riading —  Tnace  Henry  of  Bsttenberg's  Na- 
turalization, *  and  palsied. 

Cmnini»M—J((por(— Public  Health  (Scotland) 
(Provisional  Order)  (No.  2)"  (18S) ;  Poor 
Law  Unions'  UtScers  (Ireland)*  (314);  Mc- 
tropoliUn  Board  of  Woriia  (Money)  •  (209). 

Etport—Third  Rfading—EaxXdom  of  liar  Resti- 
tution *  (31 7),  and  paiitd. 

Third  Jfeodin;— Medical  Uelief  DisqaaliGcation 
Removal  1207)  :  Parliameiitary  Election* 
(Corrupt  Practices!  *  (219) :  Bankruptcy 
(Office  Accommodation)  •  (191)  and  p»ttd. 

Royal  Aiient  —  Eichcquor  and  Treasury  Bill* 
[48  &  49  Via.  c.  44] ;  Metropolis  Manage- 
ment Acts  Amendment  [48  k  49  Viet,  c  33]: 
Waterworks  Clansei  Act  (1847)  Amendment 
[48  &  49  Fiet.  c.  34] ;  Turnpike  AcU  Coa- 
tinuanca  [48  &  49  VUt.  c.  37]  :  Public  Health 
(Ships.  Ac.)  148  S:  49  Vict.  c.  35];  ArtiUery 
and  Ride  Ranges  [48  &,  49  Viet.  c.  36] ; 
Cholera  Hospitals  (Ireland)  [48  &  49  ritt. 
c.  391 ;  Shannon  Navigation  (48  4  49  Tirt. 
c.  41]  :  Polehampton  Ijtatcs  [48  &,  49  Vict. 
c.  40) ;  National  Debt  [48  &  49  Fiet.  c.  43] ; 
School  Boards  [48  &.  49  Vict.  c.  38] :  (ii«en- 
wich  HoBpiUl  [48  4  49  Vict.  c.  42]  ;  Post 
Office  Sites  r48  &  49  Viet.  o.  45] ;  Public 
Health  (Scotland)  Provisional  Order  [48  &  49 
Vict.  c.  ciivii);  Local  Government  Proii- 
sional  Orders  (No.  6)  [48  &  49  Viet.  c.  ciiviii}; 
Elementary  Education  Provisional  Orders 
Confirmation  [Birmingham,  Ac.)  [43  k  49 
Vitl.  c.  eiiixli  Local  Uovemment  (Inland) 
Piovisionat  Orders  (Public  Health  Act) 
(No.  2)  [48  &  49  V-et.  c.  cx»x]. 

FKINCE  BENRT  OF  BATTCNSERa's  KATO- 
B.U.IZATIOX  HILL  [H.L.] 

Certificate  road ;  petitioner  took  the  Oath. 

The  Queen's  conient  signifed  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor :  Bill  read  2*  (according  to  ordsr^ 
and  eommHled/orthwUh  :  Then  Standing  OrdiT 
No.  XSXV.  eontidered  (afcording  to  order),  and 
diipensed  with  :  Bill  reported  with  ameodmenta ; 
read  3*,  and  peticd,  and  sent  to  the  Conunon*. 

RECENT  LEGISLATION-THE  SOCIAL- 
ISTIC TENDENCY.— OBSERVATIONS. 
The  Earl  opWEMYSS:  My  Lords: 
In  calling  attention  to  the  Socialistic 
character  of  the  legislation  of  the  last 
lo  yeara  I  must  throw  m;gelf  oD  your 


C.oo^ijlc 


633 


Reoeni  LfgUIatim—       {Jdly  31,  18851        The  Soetalittie  Tendmey.     634 


IiordBbips'  indulgence  ;  and  if,  in  order 
to  enforce  the  subject  and  give  weight 
to  my  words  which  they  would  not 
otherwiee  have,  I  quote  at  some  length 
from  authoritiea  upon  this  question  to  | 
which  even  your  Lordships  must  bow,  i 
I  trust  your  Lordships  will  bear  with 
me.  My  Lords.  I  gave  this  Notice,  or 
an  eQuiralent  Notice,  in  the  autumn  of 
last  year ;  but  I  did  not  bring  the 
matter  forward,  because  it  appeared  to 
mo  as  time  went  on  that  tho  Socialistic 
character  of  our  legislation  was  so  ap- 
parent, and  that  from  writings  in  the 
Press  and  from  public  speeches  the 
spread  and  advance  of  Socialism  were 
Bo  manifest,  that  I  ought  not  needlessly 
to  occupy  your  Lordships'  time  by  bring- 
ing the  subject  under  your  considera- 
tion. I  felt,  indeed,  that  I  should  be 
tike  unto  a  man  holding  up  a  lantern  to 
the  sun.  But,  a  short  time  back,  my 
noble  Friend  (the  Duke  of  Argyll),  in 
calliDg  attention  to  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  change  of  Qovernment 
had  taken  place,  made  use  of  these 
words,  or  words  to  the  effect — "  That 
upon  social  questions  there  waa  little  or 
no  difference  between  the  two  Parties  in 
the  State."  My  Lords,  I  hold  that  to 
be  the  truth,  and  that  this  is  the  one 
ereat  danger  of  the  present  time— the 
danger  of  a  Socialistic  rivalry  between 
the  two  great  Parties  in  the  State.  Now 
a  word  of  warning  with  reference  to 
this  matter  was  given  by  a  distinguished 
Btatesman,  a  very  prominent  Member  of 
the  other  House  of  Parliament.  I  mean 
Mr.  Fawcett,  who  unhappily  is  now  no 
more.  Mr.  Fawcett,  long  ago,  in  one 
of  his  essaya  on  social  subjects,  said — I 
had  better  read  his  words,  for  they  are 
very  forcible,  and  words  which  I  think 
statesmen  on  both  sides  of  the  House 
would  do  well  to  take  to  heart — 

"  Unlike  the  Soci&liBm  of  former  days,  those 
who  at  the  proseDt  time  ue  under  the  inflneuce 
of  the  Socialistic  Bsntimaat  are  beginning  to 
place  their  chief  reliance  npon  Slate- interven- 
tion. This  growiog  tendency  to  rely  upon 
the  Stats  ia  fniuglit  with  greater  daogar  to 
EngUnd  than  to  any  foreign  Empire.  The 
two  great  political  lections  that  contend  for 

Elaee  and  paver  have  a  constant  temptation 
eld  out  to  tbem  to  hid  against  each  other  for 
popular  support.  Uuilar  the  pressure  of  this  temp- 
tation it  raay  connequently  happen  that  they 
will  accept  doctrines,  against  which,  if  their 
judgment  were  unbiaseed,  they  would  be  the 
fint  (0  protest  themselves.  This  peril  will 
buig  over  the  Miuntry." 

I  believe,  then,  that  this  is  not  only  a 
peril  which  han^  over  the  oountry,  but 


an  evil  from  which  we  are  now  auffer- 

iog.  In  calling  attention  to  this  ques- 
tion, I  am  well  aware  of  the  vastnesa 
of  the  subject.  I  well  recollect  being 
present  at  a  public  dinner,  where  a  dis- 
tinguished literary  man  was  called  upon 
to  return  thanks  for  literature.  He 
began  his  speech  by  asking — "What 
is  literature?"  I  own  that  I  had  a 
sinking  at  heart  when  I  heard  a  con- 
vivial speech,  at  a  convivial  meeting, 
begin  with  such  a  question ;  and  I  am 
afraid  if  I  ask  your  Lordships  "  What 
is  Socialism  1 "  you  will  have  the  same 
sinking  at  heart  that  I  then  had.  But 
I  trust  so  to  treat  this  subject  as  to 
prove  that  your  Lordships'  very  natural 
alarm  caused  by  my  question  is  without 
foundation.  My  Lords,  there  are  various 
kinds  of  Socialism.  There  is  the  Social- 
ism of  the  Communist,  or  what  I  might 
call  the  Socialism  of  the  street ;  for  that 
kind  of  Socialism  has  been  fought  out 
more  than  once  in  the  streets  of  Paris, 
and  may  some  day  have  to  be  fought 
out  even  in  the  streets  of  London.  Then 
there  is  the  Socialism  of  the  Prof^sor, 
or,  as  the  Germans  call  it,  the  Socialism 
of  the  Chair;  and  there  is  also  the  So- 
cialism of  the  statesman.  The  Socialism 
of  the  Communist  maybe  treated  very 
shortly.  There  are  four  very  happy 
lines  which  I  think  accurately  describe 
the  Communist — 

What  is  Cammunist  ?  One  who  has  yearnings 
"        inal  division  of  nnequal  eamings ; 

bungler,  or  both ;  he  is  willing 


or  equal  c 
To  fork  out  hia  penny  and  pocket  your  shilling." 
That,  I  believe,  to  be  a  very  fair  descrip- 
tion of  a  Communist,  with  the  exception 
that  I  greatly  doubt  his  readiness  to 
fork  out  his  penny.  But,  nevertheless, 
I  have  a  great  respect  for  him.  The 
Communist  knows  what  he  means.  He 
means  business.  His  business  is  "  the 
equal  division  of  unequal  earnings." 
There  is  no  theory  about  him.  He  is  a 
thoroughly  practical  man,  and  one  re- 
spects thoroughly  practical  men;  but 
remember,  it  is  towards  Communism 
that  all  our  sentimental  Socialism  ia 
surely  and  steadily  tending.  I  come 
next  to  tho  Socialism  of  the  Professor — 
the  Socialism  of  the  Chair,  Now,  we 
live  in  a  time  when,  perhaps,  more  than 
any  other,  men  feel  for  the  sufferings  of 
their  fellow-creatares.  It  is  essentially 
an  era  of  humanitarianism.  Philoso- 
phers and  Professors  in  their  writings 
arecastiugasidetbeold  school  of  political 
economy  and  laiiin-fairt,  and  advocato 
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State-interreiitioii  as  a  cure  for  all  evils,  on  the  Statute  Book  which  do  honour 
They  look  to  the  State  to  protect  the  to  the  good  intentions  of  such  men,  as, 
weaik  against  the  strong,  and  to  equalize  ,  for  instance,  the  Factory  Act.  But  the 
the  conditions  of  life.  I  believe,  mj  evil  of  that  Act  and  all  similar  Acts  ia 
Lords,  that  all  these  attempts  will  end  .  this — that  what  is  good  in  itself — in  this 
in  sigoal  failure,  and  that,  in  the  long  |  instance,  the  desire  to  protect  jouug 
run,  it  will  bo  proved  that  the  older  ,  persons  and  children — is  followed  up  by 
school  of  political  economy  is,  on  the  I  someone  who  tries  to  carry  the  principles 
whole,  sounder — aye,  and  more  humane  I  of  the  Act  a  ^at  deal  further ;  and  wa 
than  that  of  the  modem  humanitarian  have  now  Societies  formed,  whose  object 
school  of  philosophy.  For  all  philo- { is  to  apply  the  principles  of  the  Factory 
sophy  of  the  kind,    whether  right  or   Act  to  adult  labour  in  every  shop  in 


wrong,  which  is  evolved  out  of  the 
heart  and  the  inner  consciousness  of 
the  writer,  I  have,  for  one,  the  utmost 
respect.  But,  my  Lords,  there  ia  another 
kiod  of  Professor,  the  Professor  of  Poli- 
tical Fconomy,  whosquares  his  principles 
with  politics  and  Party  needs;  who, 
when  his  Party  Leader  sends  common 
sense  and  experience  in  the  government 
of  men  to  Jupiter  or  Saturn,  finds  admi- 
rable reasons  in  hia  writings  why  the 
old  school  must  be  thoroughly  wrong, 
and  why  political  economy  should  be 
banished  to  distant  planets.  I  will  say, 
with  regard  to  Professors  of  this  type, 
what  the  late  Lord  Beaconsfield  stated 
in  "another  place"  that  Prince  Bis- 
marck had  said  to  him^ — -"Beware  of 
Professors."  And  it  is  to  your  Lord- 
ships that  one  should  especially  say — 
"  Beware  of  these  Professors ; "  for,  if 
I  mistake  not,  in  the  course  of  last 
autumn,  one  of  them  said  that  every 
one  of  your  Lordships  should  be  hanged. 
Nay,  more,  I  think  be  said  that  none  of 
your  Lordships  ought  to  have  any  exist- 
ence at  all;  because  your  ancestors 
ought  to  have  been  hanged,  and  that,  if 
they  were  not,  they  had  not  met  with 
their  deserts.  So  much  for  the  Pro- 
fessors. I  pass  on  to  the  Socialism  of 
the  statesman.  Now,  there  are  also  two 
distinct  types  of  Socialistic  statesmen. 
There  is  the  truly  genuine  philanthropic 
statesman,  who,  seeing  the  evils  with 
which  ths  world  is  encumbered,  the 
suffering  and  distress,  the  oppression 
and  cruelty  by  which  ne  are  surrounded, 
and  acting  on  the  impulses  of  a  noble 
nature,  makes  war  on  these  evils,  and 
that,  too,  with  all  his  energy  and  soul. 
Occasionally  he  succeeds,  and  in  some 
cases  he  perhaps  does  good  to  his  fellow- 
men  ;  and  if,  in  the  course  of  his  war- 
fare against  evil,  he  indulges,  doubtless, 
in  exaggerated  language,  or  has  re- 
course to  ill-considered  action,  yet 


Londoo.  And,  if  there,  why  not  carry 
them  into  your  Lordships'  households 
and  kitchens?  I  say  we,  nevertheless, 
cannot  but  respect  the  philanthropic 
statesman  who  works  on  these  lines. 
But  there  is  another  kind  of  philan- 
thropic Socialistic  statesman — the  poli- 
tical partizan.  My  Lords,  I  can  con- 
ceive such  a  man  as  this,  at  one  time,  a 
denouncer  of  State  interference,  and  of 
what  is  called  ''grandmotherly  govern- 
ment " — an  admirable  expression,  which 
he,  perhaps,  plagiarized — and'at  another 
time,  I  can  understand  this  philan- 
thropic Party  statesman  bringing  in  a 
Bill  by  which  he  is  to  prescribe  the 
drinks,  clothing,  brushes,  and  number 
of  ablutions  that  are  to  be  applied, 
under  heavy  penalties,  to  full-grown 
male  and  female  labourers  engaged  in 
certain  occupations.  I  can  understand 
this  partizan  statesman,  when  addressing 
one  constituency,  denouncing  every  man 
who  would  deprive  the  poor  man  of  his 
beer;  possibly,  at  some  convivial  meeting 
of  his  constituents,  singing  a  wetl- 
known  popular  song,  which  imposes  a 
heavy  penalty  on  the  eyes  of  those  who 
would  "  rob  a  poor  man  of  his  beer ;  " 
and  I  csn  understand  this  same  partizan, 
when  representing  a  different  constitu- 
ency, gding  in  for  local  option,  and  the 
tyranny  of  majorities  over  minorities. 
Lastly,  I  can  understand  this  same 
partizan  statesman,  when  invited  to 
apply  the  principle  of  that  meanest  of 
MiaJBterial  measures,  the  Hares  and 
BabbiU  Bill— I  oall  it  advisedly  that 
meanest  of  Ministerial  measures — to  ex- 
isting leases,  repudiating  the  proposal 
as  an  insult ;  and  I  can  imagine  him 
two  years  later  bringing  In  an  Agricul- 
tural Holdings  Bill,  which  broke  every 
lease  in  England  and  in  Scotland.  For 
a  philanthropic  Socialistic  Party  states- 
man of  this  type  I  own  I  entortaio  feel- 
ings of  very  limited  respect.     My  I.orda, 


cannot  but  honour  snd  respect  a  man  of ,  I  do  not  wish  to  trouble  your  Lordnhijis 
this  kind.    We  have,  indeed,  Statutes  j  more  than  I  have  done  with  definttioii* 
J^  £arl  of  Wimi/u 
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and  the  theory  of  Socialiem.     I  thought  Bill.     Well,  my  Lords,  all  of  these  niea- 

the  best  way  to  bring  it  home  to  your  sures  assume  the  right  of  the  State  to 
Lordships  was  to  illuBtrate  it  in  the  way  '  regulate  the  managemeiiC  of,  or  to  con- 
1  have  done.  I  have,  however,  now  i  fiscate,  real  property — steps  in  he  di- 
done  with  theory,  and  would  oomo  to  '  reetioa  of  siibstitnting  "  land  nationali- 
the  concirete,  and  invite  your  conaidora-  \  zation  "  for  individual  ownership.  "We 
tion  of  Bills  that  have  been  passed  then  come  to  the  question  of  corporate 
duriDg  the  last  15  years,  all  of  which  '  property,  and  we  find  that  corporate 
show,  moreorleaB.aSocialistiotendenoy  iproperty,    like   individual   property,    :' 


a  the  part  of  both  Parties,  and  especi- 
ally on  the  part  of  the  Badical  Party, 
in  the  State,  Now,  I  have  put  in  my 
Notice  that  I  would  call  attention  to 
the  tendency  of  legislation  during  the 
last  15  years.  I  say  the  last  \^  years, 
because,  in  the  year  1S70,  we  had  the 
first  Irish  Land  Bill,  and  in  that  Irish 
Land  Bill  you  find  the  germ  of  Socialism 
in  the  way  of  dealing  with  property, 
which  has  since  been  followed  up  by  so 
many  similar  measures ;  a  germ  which 
X  venture  to  think  has  spread  aa  rapidly, 
and  is  as  fatal  in  legislation  as  the 
phi/Uoxera  in  the  vine,  or  the  "  pers 
microbe,"  aa  the  French  call  the  germ  of 
the  cholera  poison.  And  when  my 
noble  Friend  (the  Duke  of  Argyll)— I 
regret  that  he  is  not  here— makes  elo- 
quent apeeohes,  and  writes  able  letters, 
denouncing  the  evil  effects  of  the  Irish 
Land  Act  of  1881,  I  wish  to  point  out 
to  him  that,  in  the  Irish  Land  Bill  of 
1870,  you  find  the  germ  of  all  subsequent 
Land  Bills,  and  that  by  assenting  to 
that  Bill— for  he  was  then  a  Member  of 
the  Cabinet — he  has  hatched  theoMckena 
which  since  then  have  come  to  roost  in 
the  crofts  of  Mull  and  Tiree.  My  Lords, 
I  will  now  point  out  what  our  recent 
legislation  has  been.  It  would  be  ab- 
Burd  to  go  into  too  many  details ;  but  I 
nan  classify  some  of  the  chief  measures 
nnder  different  heads.  First  we  have, 
ae  regards  land  and  houses,  seven  Acts 
— namely,  Landlord  and Denant  (Ireland) 
Act.  1870;  Agricultural  Holdings  Act, 
1875;  Ground  Game  Act,  1880;  LandLaw 
(Ireland)  Act,  1881  ;  Arrears  of  Bent 
(Ireland)  Act,  1862;  Agricultural  Hold- 
ings (England)  Act,  1S83;  and  Agri- 
cultural Holdings'  (Scotland)  Act,  1883  : 
Eight  Bills,  Seesion  I88S — namely,  Com- 

Einsatton  for  Improvements  (Ireland) 
ill;  Cn>ftera'Holdinga(3cotIand)Bill; 
Leasehold  Building  Land  Enfranchise- 
ment Bill;  Leaseholders  (Facilities  of 
Purchase  of  Fee  Simple)  Bill  ;  Peasant 
Proprietary  and  Acquisition  of  Land  by 
Oconpiers  Bill;  Suspension  of  Evictions 
(Scotland)  Bill;  Land  Purchase  (Ire- 
luLd)  Bill ;  and  Land  Tenure  (Sootland) 


equally  handed  over  to  the  epoiler 
by  the  State.  Thus  we  have  affecting 
corporate  property — (Livery  Companies) 
— two  Bills,  Session  1885 — namehf.  Cor- 
porate Property  Security  Bill;  London 
Livery  Companies  Bill :  Water  Com- 
panies—twoBill8,8es8ion  1885 — namely, 
VVater  Companies  (Regulation  of  Powers) 
Bill;  Waterworks  Clauses  Act  (1847) 
Amendment  Bill.  This  year  there  waa 
a  Bill  introduced,  called  the  Corporate 
Property  Security  Bill,  which  was  a 
most  comical  Bill.  The  object  of  th« 
Bill  was  nominally  to  secure  corporate 
property.  But  for  whom  ?  Not  for  the 
owners,  but  for  those  who  wished  to  get 
hold  of  it  in  another  Session.  It  pro- 
vided the  security  which  the  butcher  ex- 
tends to  his  sheep  when  he  pens  them 
preparatory  to  slaughter.  These  Bills 
with  regard  to  corporate  property  aa- 
sume,  contrary  to  all  historical  evidence, 
that  what  is  absolutely  "  private  "  pro- 
perty is  "public"  property,  and  flien 
proceed  to  subject  it  to  State  manage- 
ment. As  to  die  Water  Companies,  my 
noble  and  learned  Friend  (Lord  Bram- 
well)  showed  the  other  day  how  your 
Lordships  were  about  to  con6aoate  to 
a  great  extent  the  property  of  Water 
Oompaniea.  These  measures  both  run  in 
the  same  direction.  They  are  attempts  to 
subject  the  chartered  rights  of  private 
enterprise  in  water  supply  to  municipal 
monopolies,  by  first  reducing  the  value 
of  the  Companies'  property  by  harass- 
ing legislation.  Then  we  come  to  Ships, 
nine  Acts —  namely,  Paasengere  Act 
Amendment  Act,  1870;  Chain  Cablea 
and  Anchora  Act,  1871;  Merchant  Ship- 
ping Act,  1671;  Emigrant  Ships  Act, 
187'i;  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1673; 
Chain  Cables  and  Anchors  Act,  1874; 
Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1876;  Mer- 
chant Shipping  (Carriageof  Grain)  Act, 
1880;  and  Merchant  Shipping  (Fishing 
Boats)  Act,  1883.  All  these  are  sue- 
cessive  assertions,  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  of  its  right  to  regulate  private 
entorprize  and  individual  management 
in  the  Mercantile  Marine ;  with  the  re- 
sult of  complete  failure,  as  confessed  by 
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the  Board  of  Trade  in  ita  Uemoraadam 
of  November,  1883.  We  have  now  a 
Hoyal  CommiBsiou  inquiring  into  this 
matter  ;  and  our  shipowaere  have  been 
so  harassed  that,  at  one  time,  they 
aeriouely  contemplated  putting  their 
shipping  under  the  flag  of  Spain,  or 
some  other  foreign  country.  Then  we 
find  Acts  dealing  wi til  Mines,  six  Acts — 
namely,  Mines  (Coal)  Begulation  Act, 
1872;  Metalliferous  Mines  Begulation 
Act,  1672;  Explosives  Act,  1875;  Me- 
talliferous Mines  Act,  1S7d;  Stratified 
Ironstone  Mines  Act,  1881;  and  Slate 
Mines  (Gunpowder)  Act,  1882.  These 
Acta  constitute  a  State  Code  for  the  re- 
gulation of  the  mining  industry,  with 
the  effect  of  lessening  the  sense  of  per- 
sonal responsibility  among  mineowners, 
and  of  promoting  a  fallacious  confidence 
in  Government  inspection  ;  and  as  these 
Acts,  in  the  main,  fail  to  effect  their 
purpose,  further  legislation  is  asked  for, 
more  Inspeotors  are  demanded,  and  the 
Home  Office,  fearing  unpopularity, 
listens  to  the  demand.  There  is  acoord- 
ingly  a  perfect  army  of  InspeotOTa 
growing  up  in  consequence  of  this  kind 
of  legislation.  Then  there  are  Acts  re- 
gulating Bailwaya,  six  Acts— namely, 
Railways  Kegulation  Act,  1671  ;  Bail- 
ways  Begulation  Act,  1673;  Bailways 
(Beturns  as  to  Continuous  Brakes)  Act, 
1878;  Eailways  (Food  and  Water  for 
Animals)  Act,  1876  ;  Bailways  Begula- 
tion Acts  Continuance  Act,  1879;  and 
Cheap  Trains  Act,  1833.  All  these  are 
enoroaohments  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
upon  the  aelf-government  of  private 
enterprize  in  raiiways;  auccesaive  steps 
in  the  direction  of  8tate  railways.  In 
reference  to  Trade  and  Commerce,  there 
are  the  following  Acts  and  Bills  now 
before  Parliament  this  Session,  regu- 
lating manufactures,  trades,  &c.  : — 
Nine  Acts — namely.  Pawnbrokers'  Act, 
1872  ;  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1678; 
Employers'  Liability  Act,  1880;  Alkali, 
&c..  Works  Begulation  Act,  IBHl ;  Boiler 
Explosions  Act,  1 862  ;  Electric  Lighting 
Act,  1882;  Parcel  Post  Act,  1682  ;  Fac- 
tories and  Workshops  (White  Load 
Works)  Act,  1883;  and  Canal  Boats 
Act(1877)  Amendment  Act,  1S84;  three 
Bills,  Session  1685— namely.  Factory 
Acta  (Extension  to  Shops)  Bill;  Em- 
ployers'Liability  Act  (1647)  Amendment 
Bill  ;  and  Moveable  Dwellings  Bill. 
These  measures  may  be  summed  up  as 
being  invasions  by  the  State  of  the 
self-government  of  the  various  interests ' 
3%e  JSarl  0/ Wmytt 
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of  the  coantry,  and  curtailments  of  free- 
dom of  contract  between  employers  and 
employed.  I  must,  just  ia  passing', 
allude  to  the  Pawnbrokers'  Act  of  W2. 
That,  my  Lords,  was  the  thin  edge  of 
the  wedge  for  reducing  the  business  of 
the  "poor  man's  banker"  to  a  State 
monopoly  like  the  Monlt  da  JPiili  in 
I  France.  Then  you  have  the  Parcel 
Post  Act  of  1862,  whereby  the  State 
I  comes  in  and  undertakes  the  function 
I  of  trader,  and  enters  into  an  unequal 
competition  with  private  enterprize  for 
,  carrying  parcels.  There  are  also  regu- 
,  lations  for  bakers ;  in  fact,  there  ia 
I  hardly  any  industry  that  is  not  regu- 
lated in  some  way  or  other.  When  we 
come  to  liquor,  the  following  is  the  state 
of  things.  We  find  for  the  r^itlation 
of  the  trade  in  liquor  : — Twenty  Acts — 
namely.  Wine  and  Beer  Houses  Act, 
1670  ;  Beer  Houses  (Ireland)  Act,  1671 ; 
Licensing  Act,  1872  ;  Licensing  Act, 
1874;  LicensiDg  (Ireland)  Act,  1S74; 
Wine  Lioenoes  Act,  1674  ;  Beer 
(Justicea  Certificates  to  BetaU  Table 
Beer)  (Scotland)  Act,  1876  ;  Wine 
(Licences  to  Betail)  Act,  1876;  Beer 
Houses  (Ireland)  Act,  1877;  Beer  li- 
cences (Ireland)  Act,  1877  ;  Intoxi- 
cating Liquors  (Sale  on  Sunday)  (Ire- 
land) Act,  1878  ;  Habitual  Drunkards' 
Act,  1879;  Beer  Dealers'  Betail  licen- 
ces Act,  1860;  Beer  (Brewing  and  Be< 
tailing)  Act,  1860;  Distillers,  &c..  Li- 
censing Act,  J880  ;  Spirit  Hawking 
(Ireland)  Act,  18S0;  Sunday  Closing 
(Wales)  Act,  1681;  BearfBrewing)  Act, 
1881 ;  Passenger  Yesael  Licences  (Scot- 
land) Act,  IBm  ;  and  Payment  of  Wages 
in  Public  Houses  Prohibition  Act, 
1883.  Six  Bills,  Session  1885— namely. 
Liquor  Traffic  (Local  Veto)  Scotland 
BiU ;  Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on 
Sunday  Bill  ;  Sale  of  Intoxicating 
Liquors  on  Sunday  (No.  2)  Bill ;  Sale 
of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday 
(Cornwall)  Bill;  Sale  of  Intoxicating 
Liquors  on  Sunday  (Durham)  Bill ;  and 
Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday 
(Northumberland)  Bill.  Now,  what  are 
all  these  liquor  measures^?  I  was 
speaking  juet  now  as  to  the  action  of 
philanthropic  and  partizan  statesmen 
with  reference  to  liquor,  and  the  tyranny 
of  majorities  over  minorities  ;  but  these 
and  all  similar  measures  are  nothing 
less  than  backward  le^slatioa.  In 
physiology  there  is  what  is  called  "re> 
trograde  metamorphosis ;"  while  in 
sporting  phraseolo^  there  i»  a  term 
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"runntng  heel."  This  legialation,  m; 
Lords,  is  "  retrograde  metamorphosis," 
"running  heel,  back  to  the  time  of 
the  Flantageneta,  when  the  State  vainly 
attempted  to  regulate  prices,  wages, 
and  all  things  else.  It  ia  a  return  to 
the  Tipphng  Acts  of  Jamea  I.,  vhtch 
had  to  be  abandoned  because  they  so 
eignallj  failed.  These  measures  are 
all  attempts  on  the  part  of  the  State  to 
regnlate  the  dealings  and  habits  of 
buyers  and  sellers  of  alcoholic  drinks 
— attempts  to  coerce  the  sober  many  on 
account  of  the  drunken  few.  But,  my 
Lords,  although  we  have  recently  read 
a  letter  calling  upon  the  new  constitu- 
encies to  make  Local  Option  the  test 
question  at  the  coming  General  Elec- 
tion, yet  I  hope  that  the  eonunon  sense 
of  Englishmen  and  their  love  of  liberty 
will  assert  themselves,  and  that  if  put 
to  the  test  at  a  General  Election,  Local 
Option  will  go  to  the  wall.  Next,  we 
have  Aots  and  Bills  dealing  with  the 
dwellings  of  the  working  classes,  &c. 
— 16  Acts  —  namely.  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  (Baths,  Wash-houses,  La- 
bourers' Dwellings,  IRecreationGrounds, 
&c.)  Act,  1871  ;  Sanitary  Law  Amend- 
ment (Lodging  Houses,  Keat,  Water, 
&c.)  Act,  1B74  ;  Artizans'  and  Labourers' 
Dwellings  Improvement  Act,  1875 ; 
Public  Health  (Baths,  -Wash-houses, 
Laboorere'  Dwellings,  Fire,  Gas,  Water, 
&o.)  Act,  1875  ;  Public  Health  (Baths, 
Wash-houses,  Labourers'  Dwellings, 
Fire,  Foueral,  Gas,  Meat,  Water,  &o.) 
(Ireland)  Act,  1878  ;  Artizans'  and  La- 
bourers' Dwellings  Improvement  Act, 
1879  ;  Seed  Supply  (Ireland)  Act,  1879; 
Labonrers'  Dwellings  (Government 
Loans)  Act,  1679;  Artizans'  and  La- 
bourers' Dwellings  Aots,  1879;  La- 
bours' Dwellings  (Government  Loans) 
Act,  1881 ;  Labourers'  Dwellings  (Ire- 
•land)  Act,  1881;  Baths  and  Wash- 
boases  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1882; 
Artizans'  Dwellings  Act,  1882;  La- 
bourers' Cottages  and  Allotments  (Ire- 
land) Act,  1882;  Public  Health  (Emit 
Pickers' Lodgings)  Aot,  18S2;  and  La- 
bourera'  (Ireland)  Act,  1883:  Three 
Bills,  Session  1BS5 — namely.  Housing 
ot  the  Working  Classes  (England)  Bill ; 
Labourers'  (Ireland)  Bill ;  and  La- 
bourers' (Ireland)  No.  2  Bill.  All  of 
these  embody  the  principle  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  State  to  provide  dwellings, 
private  gardens,  and  other  conveniences 
for  the  working  classes,  and  assume  its 
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right  to  appropriate  land  for  these  pur- 
poses. We  have  the  following  Acts  and 
Bills  pushing  to  an  unlimited  extent 
the  principle  of  State  interference  in 
the  matter  of  education  : — nine  Acta — 
namely.  Elementary  Education  Aot, 
1870;  Education  (Industrial  Schools) 
Acts,  1872;  Education  (Scotland)  Act, 
1872;  Education  Act,  1873;  Education 
Act,  1876 ;  Education  (Scotland)  Act, 
1878;  Education  (Industrial  Schools) 
Act,  1879;  Intermediate  Education  (Ire- 
land) Act,  1882;  and  Education  (Scot- 
laud)  Act,  1883:  Four  Bills,  Session 
1885 — namely,  Industrial  Schools  (Ire- 
land) Bill ;  National  Education  (Ire- 
land) Bill;  Intermediate  Education 
(Wales)  Bill;  and  National,  School 
Teachers'  (Ireland)  Bill.  All  these  mea- 
sures are  based  on  the  assumption  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  State  to  aot  in  loco 
partnti* ;  and  they  constitute  a  pro- 
gressive Code  of  State  education,  which, 
by  being  supplied  at  less  than  the 
market  value,  is  bringing  about  the 
extinction  of  voluntary  systems  and 
"  Free  Trade  "  in  education,  and  their 
replacement  by  a  nniversal  State  mono- 
poly, after  the  manner  of  the  French 
Lycoes.  Many  of  them  provide  those 
things  that  ought  to  be  left  to  the  in- 
stincts and  affections  of  parents.  Then 
there  are  Acts  regarding  recreation — 
four  Acta— namely.  Free  Libraries  Act, 
1871  ;  Free  Libraries  (Scotland)  Act, 
1871 ;  Bank  Holidays  Act,  1871 ;  and 
Free  Libraries  (Ireland)  Act,  1877; 
whereby  the  State,  having  educated  the 
people  in  common  school  rooms,  pro- 
ceeds to  provide  them  with  common 
reading  rooms,  and  afterwards  turns 
them  out  at  atated  times  into  the  street 
for  common  holidays.  Besides  these, 
there  are  Local  Government  Provisional 
Orders,  and  Local  "Improvement"  Acta 
and  Bills.  These  measures  constitute  a 
vast  mass  of  local  legislation,  which  ia 
every  Session  smuggled  through  Parlia- 
ment, containing  interferences  in  eveiy 
conceivable  particular  with  liberty  and 
property.  They  afford  an  indication  of 
the  evil  efTecte  of  the  example  set  by 
State  Socialists  to  municipal  Socialists. 
Now,  my  Lords,  I  have  said  enough,  I 
think,  with  reference  to  the  tendency  of 
the  legislation  of  the  last  15  years.  I 
have  explained  what  the  character  of 
the  legislation  is.  Now,  what  is  its 
economic  effect  ?  I  believe  I  may  justly 
summarize  it  as  follows; — Liberty  cur- 
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tailed,  property  plundered,  robbarjr  ramp- 
ant, laod  uusaieable,  ecterprize  chocked, 
capital  flying  away,  and  industry  crip- 
pled. I  believe  all  tbia  legislation  bae 
checked  enterprize  and  baaished  capital; 
and,  in  proof  of  tbe  fact  that  capital  is 
flying  from  tbe  country,  and  that  people 
are  investing  money  rather  in  foreign 
than  Engli^  Funds,  I  will  mention  a 
ooaveiBation  I  bad  with  a  wealthy  Libe- 
ral Peer  IB  months  ago.  Be  aaid — 
"  What  do  you  tbink  of  the  state  of 
things?"  lanowered — "I  tbink  they 
are  aa  bad  as  can  be  J"  He  replied — 
"  So  do  I,"  and  then  went  on  to  say — 

" I  thoaeht  land  vM  Mife;  I  find  it  ii  not. 
I  oomfortea  mjulf  with  the  reflection  that 
houie  property  vu,  tt  anj'  rate,  Moare.  It 
tutni  out  to  be  CO  more  gafe  than  land.  There 
igmaina,  I  aaid  to  myMlt,  at  Isast  the  Fund*— 
Ohilden  hai  aholiahed  them  I  I  will  tell  ^eu 
what  I  have  done— I  havaput  all  my  money  into 
tha  Dateh  2^  per  CanU." 

We  have  tbue  realiied  Lord  8b  er- 
brooke'e  saying,  in  1866,  that — 

"  Capital  was  a  coy  nymph,  and  had  winp 
with  wtdch  she  oonld  taks  fligbt  abroad,  if  no 
iMigM  ute  ID  thie  oountry." 
Now,  what  has  been  tbe  result  of  the 
le^Hlation  during  tbe  last  1 6  years,  from 
1S70?  You  haveti^en  from  tbe  landlord  in 
Ireland,  and  given  to  the  tenant,  a  oapi- 
talsum  of  £300,000,000.  I  have,  indeed, 
beard  tbe  noble  Lord  tbe  late  Lord  Frivy 
Seal  (Lord  Carlingford),  the  executioner 
of  the  landed  interest,  pitifully  prating 
on  this  subject,  and  saying — "  True,  we 
hRve  taken  from  tbe  Ineh  landlord  one- 
fbnrtb  of  hie  income ;  but  we  have  thus 
made  the  remainder  seoure."  Why,  my 
Lords,  it  U  just  as  if  I  were  to  find  a 
policeman. in  my  plate-oloset,  handing 
out  some  of  the  epooni  to  a  man  with 
very  short  hair,  a  low  forehead,  and 
pronounced  'undeijaw,  and  the  polioe- 
man,  on  my  asking  what  he  was  doing 
there,  were  to  say  to  me—"  This  youug 
man  has  a  great  fancy  for  all  your 
spoons,  and  I  am  only  giving  him  one- 
fourth  of  them  to  make  the  rest  safe." 
Such  is  tbe  kind  of  reasoniug  on  which 
tbe  landlords  of  Ireland  have  been  de- 
spoiled of  a  quarter  of  their  property ; 
and  the  effect  of  all  this  kind  of  legisla- 
tion is  that,  in  tbe  long  run,  those  sought 
to  be  benefited,  are  not  benefited  at  all, 
for  you  are  praotioally  kiUing  the  goose 
that  lays  the  golden  e^gs,  by  destroying 
oonfidenoe,  and  driving  capital  away 
from  English  enterprise.  The  genenu 
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Booial  results  of  such  Socialistic  legisla- 
tion may  be  summed  up  in  "  dynamite," 
"  detectives,"  and  "general  demoraliza- 
tion." Of  the  dynamite  scare,  we  have 
recently  had  a  curious  instance  at  a  very 
short  distance  from  this.  I  recently 
asked  tbe  Lord  Great  Chamberlain  (tbe 
Earl  of  Lathom)  to  allow  models  for  tbe 
new  War  Office  and  Admiralty,  now  in 
the  Yictoria  Gallery,  to  be  open  to  tbe 
ispectioQ  of  architects  and  other  per- 
sons interested.  But  tbe  Lord  Great 
Chamberlain  dared  not  exhibit  them, 
lest  someone  should  thus  obtain  admis- 
sion to  the  Houses  of  Parliament,  and 
blow  them  up.  So  much,  then,  for  dyna- 
mite. How  as  to  detectives?  Why, 
every  Member  of  the  late  Cabinet  went 
about  with  the  shadow  of  a  detective  at 
his  heels ;  and  the  late  Home  Secretary, 
besides  his  familiar,  the  detective,  had 
daily  15  policemen  told  off  for  tha  pro- 
tection of  bis  bouse— five  at  a  time,  in 
three  relays.  And,  as  to  "general  de- 
moralization," it  is  not  confined  to  Irish 
tenants,  or  Scotch  crofters ;  it  is  visible 
everywhere.  Even  some  of  the  Sootoh 
Lowland  farmers  are  asking  to  have 
their  leases  broken,  rents  fixed  by  the 
State,  fixity  of  tenure,  and  to  be  repaid 
all  the  money  which  they  have  expended 
on  their  holdings  during  the  currency  of 
their  lease.  Do  not  uinb,  moreover, 
that  demoralization  is  confined  to  Soot- 
land  or  to  Ireland.  It  has  even  pene- 
trated to  GroBvenor  Square,  and  to 
Belgravia.  The  other  day  a  West  End 
friend  entertained  me  with  a  denuncia- 
tion of  the  monstrous  injustioe  to  which 
he  was  subject  through  his  landlord,  at 
the  end  of  his  lease,  having  the  power 
to  confiscate — as  he  expressed  it — his 
town  tenant's  improvements.  In  other 
words,  my  Lords,  he  might  have  said  it 
was  monstrous  that  be  should  have  made 
a  bad  bargain  for  himself.  Yes.myLords, 
I  was  not  ill-advised,  when  two  years 
ago  I  counselled  two  Whig  Dukes,  who 
between  tbem  own  a  large  portion  id 
London,  to  keep  their  political  weather 
eyes  open,  and  to  rest  assured  that  the 
doctrines  they  applied  to  Ireland  would 
very  soon  apply  to  boaeee  in  Grosvenor 
Square,  Belgravia,  and  Coveut  Oarden. 
And  why  have  we  now  a  block  of  Busi- 
ness in  Parliament  7  Because  tbe  Table 
baa  been  for  years  encumbered  with 
unnecessary  Bills,  which  no  sooner  be- 
come Acts  than  they  lead  to  and  naoea- 
sitate  further  legislatioD  on  the  aanw 

rri     I  .C<->0^^lc 


645  B*e»nt  ZegUUtion~~         {Jolt  31,  1885)     Tk»  Soctaliitio  Trnd^cin.     646 

lines.  Wbile  on  the  Oontinent  people 
are  thinking  And  vapouring  about  So- 
cialiam,  we,  in  this  country,  are  adopting 
it  in  our  legislation.  Louise  Michel,  the 
French  Oommuniat,  epitomized  the  mat- 
ter very  effectively  when  she  said — 
"  That  wheteaa  in  France  Socialiete 
stand  in  the  dook,  la  England  they  sit 
in  the  House  of  GommoDS."  She  might 
have  added — "  and  Communism  in  the 
Cabinet."  Uy  Lords,  I  have  now  shown, 
I  think,  with  sufBcient  clearness,  the 
direction  in  which  we  have  been,  and 
are  travelling ;  but  to  fully  appreciate 
the  situation,  we  require  a  gauge  of 
pace.  Here  it  is.  It  is  only  20  years 
since  Lord  Falmeraton  died,  and  he, 
be  it  remembered,  said  that  "  tenant 
right  was  landlord  wrong."  Again. 
Lord  Sherbrooke,  speaking  in  1866,  al 
the  time  of  the  "  Cave,"  said,  with  re- 
ference to  the  politics  of  the  time,  that — 
"  Happily  tlicre  wm  aa  oaaiB  upon  wldch  all 
men,  wiUiout  diitiaitinn  of  Piirt7,  could  take 
tbeir  common  stimd,  aod  that  was  the  sound 
groDod  of  political  economy." 


Well,  my  Lords,  that  oasis  has  turned 
out  to  be  an  Irish  bog,  possessed  of  its 

walking  qualities,  for  it  has  already 
crossed  the  Irish  Sea,  and  invaded  the 
lands  of  England  and  Scotland.  Lastly, 
we  have  had  Communism,  in  the  form 
of  Mr.  Chamberlain  in  the  late  Cabinet. 
Mr.  Chamberlain  is  reported  recently  to 
have  said — 

"  If  you  will  BO  bact  to  the  origin  of  things, 

Cirill  find  that  when  our  social  arrangementB 
began  to  ihape  themulvse,  ovary  man  was 
bom  into  the  world  with  natural  ligbta,  with  a 
right  to  a  ihare  ia  the  great  inheritance  of  the 
commoiiity,  with  a  right  to  a  part  of  the  land 
of  hia  birth.  But  all  Uieae  rights  have  passed 
away.  The  common  right*  of  ownership  have 
disapptared.  Borne  of  them  have  been  sold : 
tome  of  them  have  been  givon  away  by  people 
who  had  no  right  to  diBposa  of  tham  ;  eome  of 
them  have  been  lost  through  apathy  and  igno- 
rance :  soma  have  been  stolea  by  fraud ;  and 
■ome  have  been  acquired  hy  violence.  Private 
ownerahip  haa  taken  the  place  of  these  com- 
inanal  rights,  and  this  sjsteot  haa  become  so 
interwoven  with  our  habits  and  usages,  it  haa 
been  so  sanctioned  by  law  and  pTotected  by 
enatom,  that  it  might  be  very  dilEcult,  nnd, 
peiWpa,  impossible  to  reverse  it.  '  But  then,  I 
aak,  what  ransom  will  property  pay  for  the 
■ecnrity  which  it  enjoys  ?  '  What  gubstitnte 
will  it  find  for  the  natural  rights  which  have 
ceased  to  be  recognized  F  " 

Now,  my  Lords,  we  have  here  what 
purports  to  be  a  discovery  of  natural 
rights,  and  I  would,  in  opposition  to  this 
view,  draw  your  Lordships'  attention  to 


"  Nature,  say  some  of  the  interpreteia  of  the 
pretended  law  of  nature — natnra  gave  to  each 
man  a  right  to  everything  ;  which  is,  in  effect, 
but  ano&er  way  of  saying — nature  has  given  no 
such  right  to  anybody  ;  for  in  regard  to  most 
rights,  it  is  as  true  that  what  is  every  man'i 
right  is  no  man's  right,  as  that  what  ie  every 
man's  haajness  is  no  man's  husinesi.  Nature 
gave — gave  to  every  man  a  right  to  everything 
—be  it  BO— true ;  and  hence  the  necessity  of 
human  government  and  human  laws,  to  give  to 
every  man  bis  own  right,  without  which  no 
right  whatsoever  would  amount  to  anything. 
Nature  gave  every  man  a  right  to  everything 
before  the  eiistenco  of  laws,  and  in  default  of 
laws.  .  .  .  How  atauds  the  truth  of  things  F 
That  there  are  no  such  things  as  natural  right* 
—  no  Buch  things  as  tights  anterior  to  theeotah- 
lishment  of  government- no  such  things  as 
natural  rights  opposed  to,  in  contradistinction 
to,  legal ;  that  the  enpression  is  merely  figura- 
tive; that  when  used,  in  the  moment  you  at- 
tempt to  give  it  a  literal  meaning,  it  leads  to 
error,  and  to  that  sort  of  error  that  leads  to 
mischief— to  the  eitremity  of  mischief.  .  .  . 
•Natnral  rights'  is  simple  nonsense;  natural 
and  imprescriptible  rights,  rhetorical  nonsanie 
— nonsense  uponstilts.  But  this  rhetorical  non- 
sense ends  in  the  old  strain  of  mischiovoos  non- 
sense. .  .  .  '  Right,' the  substantive 'right,' ia 
the  child  of  law;  from  'real '  laws  coma'  real' 
rights ;  but  from  '  imaginary '  laws,  from  lawa 
of  nature,  fancied  and  invented  by  jraets,  rheto- 
ricians, and  dealers  in  moral  and  intellectual 
poisons,  comes  '  imaginary '  rights,  a  bastard 
brood  of  monsters,  'Gorgons  and  Chimaeraa 
dire."  And  thus  it  is,  that  from  '  legal  rights,' 
the  offspring  of  law  and  friends  of  peace,  come 
'  anti-legal '  rights,  the  mortal  enemies  of  law, 
the  suhverters  of  government,  and  the  assassins 
of  security." 

Which,  then,  do  your  Lordships  prefer 
— the  old  philosophy  of  Bontham,  or  the 
new  philosophy  of  Birmingham  ?  But 
I  do  wrong  to  call  it  new ;  in  reality,  it 
is  a  very  old  philosophy.  You  will  see 
it  any  day  in  the  Zoological  Gardens, 
where  the  monkeys  having  nuta,  are 
made  war  upon  hythoao  who  have  none; 
it  ia,  at  any  rate,  as  old  as  Barabbaa, 
and  may  be  termed  the  "Barabbaeian 
philosophy."  It  haa,  indeed,  in  all  times 
and  in  all  lands  had  many  professors ; 
but  they  have  not  all  been  aucceasful 
in  their  vocation,  for,  happily  for  the 
human  race,  the  majority  of  them  find 
r  way,  here  at  least,  to  Broadmoor, 
Fentonville,  and  other  similar  establish- 
ments, where  they  are  maintained  at  the 
public  espouse.  Uy  Lords,  I  have  now 
traced  this  question  down  to  the  time 
when  the  late  Qovernment  left  OfHce. 
How  they  found  themselves  in  a  mino- 
rity I  care  not.     I  shall  not  speculate  m 
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to  how  it  came  about  that  tlie  House  of 
Commons,  that  had  Btucb  to  them  thro  ugh. 
all  their  hopeless  Taoillations  in  foreiga 
policy,  that  waded  along  with  them 
through  oceans  oi  purposeless  bloodshed, 
that  bad  connived  at  and  condoned 
the  death  of  Gordon,  finally  deserted 
them  when  it  came  to  a  tax  on  beer, 
Harassed  interests  have  Btill,  perhaps, 
power  in  the  State,  and  we  know  that 
oeer  was  once  potent  in  turning  out  a 
Liberal  Ooveniment.  One  large  brewer, 
I  have  heard,  would  bare  lost  £6O,O»0, 
and  another £40,000  a-vear,  if  the  finan- 
cial proposals  of  the  late  Government 
had  been  carried.  How  lon;^  the  pre- 
sent Government  will  remain  in  Office, 
what  the  result  of  the  General  Election 
will  be,  I  donotpretendtosay;  but  my 
own  impression  la,  that  the  new  a^- 
oultural  rotera  vUl  follow  the  blaten 
brazoD  agitator  who  makes  the  largest 
promisee,  pointing  to  what  has  been 
done  in  Ireland  in  the  matter  of  land  as 
earnest  of  their  fulfilment.  I  know  one 
county  wbere  the  agricultural  labourer 
is  saying — "No  more  parsons — no  more 
landlords— no  more  farmers — the  land 
is  ours."  And  elsewhere  candidates 
are  saying  to  the  labourer — "Do  you 
want  a  new  cottage  and  three  or  four 
acres  of  land?  You  shall  have  them." 
While  the  farmer  is  addressed  thus — 
"I  should  like  you  to  have  security  of 
tenure,  the  payment  by  the  landlord  of 
all  your  improvements,  whether  made 
with  or  without  his  consent ;  and  some- 
thing besides — this,  no  doubt,  will  be 
difficult  to  estimate,  but  it  can  be  done. 
I  further  wish  to  see  copartnery  estab- 
lished between  landlord  and  tenant.  I 
wish  him  to  be  a  shareholder  in  the 
land."  This,  my  Lords,  is  no  exaggera- 
tion of  tho  speeches  now  being  ad- 
dressed to  agriouttnral  constituencies, 
and  they  may  be  summed  up  thus — 
*'  You  giTes  your  votes,  and  you  takes 

S'onr  choice.  But  be  that  as  it  may, 
ooking  at  the  state  of  things  which  has 
grown  up  under  the  late  Government, 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  I  confess  that 
I  heard  of  their  defeat  with  satisfaction  ; 
so  much  so,  indeed,  that  I  gave  expres- 
sion to  my  feelings  in  the  words  with 
which  the  late  Oanon  Kingsley,  in  the 
title  of  a  -vary  pleasant  little  book,  de- 
■oribed  the  reauzation  of  his  life-long 
longing  to  visit  the  West  Indian  Islands. 
I,  from  the  bottom  of  my  soul,  exclaimed 


Government,  what  are  we  to  espect  from 
them  f  I  feel  that,  in  the  matter  of 
foreign  policy,  my  noble  Friend  at  the 
head  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  (the 
Marquess  of  Salisbury)  will  do  muoh, 
be  histime  of  Office  longor  short,  to  tie 
up  the  broken  threads  of  our  traditional 
foreign  policy,  to  the  undoingof  whtch 
it  was  the  boast  of  the  late  Prime  Mi- 
nister that  he  had  given  his  thoughts  by 
day,  and  his  dreams  by  night;  and  I 
hope  that  my  noble  Friend  will  so  tie 
these  broken  threads,  that,  be  his  Suc- 
cessor who  he  may,  he  will  not  be 
able,  even  if  he  wished,  again  to  break 
them;  and  we  shall  have  the  further 
security  that  the  undoing  of  the  poliojr 
of  a  Predecessor  has  not  been  so  boc- 
cessful  as  to  encourage  its  repetition. 
But  what  will  the  present  Qovemment 
do  with  reference  to  economic  and 
social  questions?  A  fortnight  ago,  I 
should  have  expressed  hopes  on  this 
point,  not  fesrs ;  but  we  bare  had  a 
taste  of  the  quality  of  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter lately;  and,  giving  as  I  do,  full 
credit  to  my  noble  Friend's  desire  to 
benefit  the  poor,  still,  in  bis  proposala 
and  in  the  arguments  by  which  he 
supported  them,  I  see  a  danger  of  that 
SocialiBtio  race  between  the  two  Partiea 
in  the  State,  foretold  by  Mr.  FawoetL 
The  noble  Marquess  supported  a  bogua 
railway  in  Begent's  Para. 

The  MAKauEsa  of  SALISBUET: 
Not  bogus. 

The  EiHL  os  WEMY8S :  Then  I  will 
drop  the  bogus  and  stick  to  my  noble 
Friend's  argument.  He  suspended  a 
Standing  Order  of  your  Lordships' 
House,  on  tho  ground  that  employment 
was  scarce  in  London ;  and  if  that  ail- 
ment means  anything,  it  means  trnmrn 
ptAUqutt.  Again,  my  noble  Friend  haa 
defended  his  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Bill,  on  the  ground  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  State  to  provide,  or  by 
selling  property  below  its  value,  to  help 
toprovide  nouses  far  those  in  ita  employ. 
Where,  let  me  ask,  will  he  draw  the 
line — will  be  house  the  Foreign  Offioe 
clerks,  and  all  othera  in  Govemmeat 
employment,  including  the  tidewaiten 
and  police?  And,  if  not,  why  not? 
What  otherwise  does  he  propose,  but 
the  most  glaring  class  legislation.  Now, 
my  Lords,  I  believe  all  this  to  be  a  mis- 
take— a  mistake,  aa  r^ards  tboee  for 
whose  supposed  bene&t  sound  prindplea 


"At  last!"    And  now  we  have  a  new   are  set  aside,  which,  in  the  long  ran, 
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not  remedv  them,  hut  that  they  could  only  he 
cared  alowly  and  gradually  by  the  action  of  in- 
dividuals  And  who  were  thoae  againit 

whom  they  talked  ef  nsing  force?  Why  the 
great  majoritj  of  our  oouDlrymen.  It  wae  not 
trae  that  the  majority  of  the  norking  etaea  is  on 
thevergeof  ittiriatioD.  Thenumhorof  depositon 
in  aaviDga'  banks,  members  of  benefit  clubaaDd 
building  Bocieties.  and  holders  of  small  ploli  of 
land,  represent  at  least  10,000,000  of  the  popu- 
lation, and  these  would  fight  for  the  principle  of 
priTalo  property." 

I  bave  now  onlj  to  thank  your  Lord- 
ships, wbich  I  do  from  vay  heart,  for  the 
patience  with  which  you  nave  listened  to 
my  story ;  and,  in  conclusion,  I  would 
quote  the  words  of  one  of  the  ablest  and 
most  independent  writers  on  social  ques- 
tions, 1  mean  Mr,  Herbert  Spencer,  to 
show  the  tendency  of  all  this  legis- 
lation— 

"  The  iQcident  is  recalled  to  me  on  contem- 
plating the  ideas  of  the  so-called  'practical' 
politician,  into  whose  mind  there  enters  no 
thought  of  such  a  thing  as  political  momentum, 
still  leasof  a  political  momentum  which,  initAad 
of  diminishing  or  remaining  oonstant,  incraaaes. 

He  never  aeke  whether  the  politioal 

momentum  set  up  by  his  meaaure,  in  aome  cases 
decreasing,  but  in  other  esses  greatly  increas- 
ing, will  or  will  not  hsve  the  same  general  di- 
rection with  other  such  momenta ;  and  whether 
it  may  not  join  tbem  in  presently  producing 
an  aggregate  energy,  working  changes  never 
thought  of.  Dwelling  only  on  the  effeots  of 
his  particular  stream  of  legislation,  and  not  ob- 
serving how  other  auch  strssma  already  existing, 
and  Btill  other  streams  which  will  follow  his 
iaitiativB,  pursue  the  same  average  course,  it 
never  occura  to  him  that  they  may  presently 
unite  into  a  voluminous  flood  utterly  changing 

the  tsce  of  things The   numerous 

Socialistic  changea  made  by  Act  of  Parliament, 
joined  with  the  numerous  others  presently  to  be 
made,  will  by-and-hre  be  all  merged  in  State 
Sociaiism — swallowed  in  the  vast  wave  which 
they  have  little  by  tittle  taieed." 
Having  thus  pointed  the  moral  of  my 
tale,  X  am  satisfied  to  leave  the  matter 
in  your  Lordships'  hands.  I  will  only 
add,  that  General  Gordon,  in  that  ad- 
mirable journal  of  his,  which  is  the  real, 
true,  monument  to  the  man,  says — 

"  It  is  not,  remember,  the  Government  that 
mads  the  British  nation.'' 


never  answers.  A  mistake  as  regards 
the  Conservative  Party;  for  there  are 
many  in  this  country  who  hoped  that 
the  Conservative  Party  on  their  return 
to  power,  would  recall  common  sense 
and  experience  in  the  government  of 
men  from  Jupiter  and  Saturn.  We 
trusted,  that  as  regards  the  intervention 
of  the  State,  they  would  have  taken 
their  stand  upon  the  firm  ground  so 
clearly  laid  down  by  Lord  Macaulay  40 
years  ago  in  a  passage  I  will  now 
read — 

"  It  is  not  by  the  intermeddling  of  the  omni- 
potent  and  omniscient'  State,  but  by  the  pru- 
dence, energy,  and  foresight  of  its  inhabitants, 
that  England  has  been  biUierto  carried  forward 
in  civilization  ;  and  it  is  to  the  same  energy, 
prudence,  and  foresight  that  we  shall  look  for- 
ward with  comfort  and  good  hope.  Our  Rulers 
will  best  promote  the  improvement  of  the 
nation  by  strictly  confining  themselves  to  their 
own  legitimate  duties,  by  leaving  capital  to 
find  its  most  lucrative  course,  commodities  their 
fair  price,  indnatry  and  intelligence  their 
natural  reward,  idleness  and  folly  their  natural 
puniehment ;  by  maintaining  peace,  by  defend- 
ing property,  by  diminishing  the  price  of  law, 
and  by  observing  strict  economy  in  every 
Department  of  the  State.  Let  the  Government 
do  this  and  the  people  will  ssauredly  do  the 


I  believe,  my  Lords,  that  that  is  far 
safer  ground  for  the  Oonaervattve  Party 
to  stand  upon  than  that  of  Socialistic 
administration.  If  the  Conservative 
Government  stand  upon  that  ground, 
there  is  hope,  good  hope  alike  for  true 
OoDservatiam  and  our  nation.  But  if 
they  enter  upon  a  race  of  legislative 
tobogganing  down  the  slippery  Social- 
istio  ^de,  they  must  infallibly ,  be  dis- 
'anced  and  beaten  by  their  politioal 
tponente.  And  let  it  not  be  supposed 
tthere  is  not  a  strong  feeling  already 
aroused  upon  this  subject.  Why,  the 
Liberty  and  Property  Defence  League 
has,  already,  in  three  years,  federated 
61  Defence  Associations  for  the  proteo- 
tiou  of  individual  liberty  and  property. 
Aud,  be  it  remembered,  this  desire  is  not 
confined  to  the  well-to-do  classes.  Hear 
what  Ur.  Bradlaugh  said  upon  this  sub- 
ject  a  year  ago,  when,  in  speaking  ii: 
the  name  of  the  working  men  in  St 
James's  Hall,  on  the  occasiou  of  a  great 
Socialistic  tournament  he  had  with  Mr. 
Hyndman,  he,  to   use   a  well- known 

Ehrase,   "knocked  him  into  a  cocked 
at"— 


No,  my  Lords,  it  is  not  the  (Jovemment 
that  has  made  the  British  nation ;  but  it 
is  the  Government  that,  as  I  have  shown, 
is  iu  a  fair  way  to  unmake  it,  by 
strangling  the  spirit  of  independence, 
and  the  self-reliance  of  the  people,  and 
by  destroying  the  moral  fibre  of  our 
race  in  the  anaconda  coils  of  State 
Socialism. 

The  M4HQUB3S  of  SALISBURY;  I 
cannot  allow  to  pass  without  observft- 
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tion  the  able  and  eloqwent  speecli  which 
we  have  heard  from  wy  iiolile  Friend. 
Partly,  it  was  in  the  nature  of  a  funeral 
oration,  not  wholly  of  an  eulogietic 
character,  upon  the  late  Government, 
or  an  expression  of  the  hopes  and 
wishes  over  the  cradle  of  the  new  one. 
But  with  the  wieheB.  hopes,  or  con- 
demnations of  my  noble  Friend  I  do 
not  wish  to  deal.  There  are  one  or 
two  flaws  in  hia  argument  to  which  I 
should  like  to  allude.  In  the  first.place, 
I  beg  to  repudiate,  and  repudiate  with 
energy,  the  intimation  or  insinuation  my 
noble  Friend  is  rather  fond  of  making, 
that  in  advocating  the  doctrines  I  have 
advocated  in  respect  to  the  housing  of 
the  working  classes,  I  am  abandoning 
any  of  the  distinctive  principles  of  the 
Party  to  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
belong.  I  absolutely  deny  that  state- 
ment, and  I  do  not  need  to  prove  my 
denial,  for,  fortunately,  my  noble  Friend 
proved  it  for  me.  What  authority  did 
he  cite  against  me  to  oondemn  and  oruab 
me?  It  was  Lord  Uacaulay.  I  am  not 
a  follower  of  Lord  Macaulay.  And  does 
he  remember  where  that  very  eloquent 
passage,  which  I  know  well,  comes 
from  ?  It  comes  &om  a  critioism  of  a 
book  of  the  poet  and  distinguished 
writer  Southey,  who,  during  all  those 
years  of  his  life,  was  in  the  literary  and 
journalistic  world  one  of  the  main  sup- 
ports of  the  Tory  Party.  I,  at  all  events, 
have  not  incurred  the  criticism  of  my 
soble  Friend.  I  am  following  Southey, 
and  not  Lord  Macaulay ;  and  in  doing 
so  I  maintain  that  I  am  not  false  to  the 
principles  of  the  political  Party  to  which 
I  belong.  But  that  is  a  very  small 
matter.  The  question  which  the  noble 
Earl  has  raised  is  one  of  great  impor- 
tance, because  undoubtedly  it  deals  with 
a  class  of  legislation  which  we  shall  have 
to  consider,  whether  we  like  it  or  not,  a 
good  deal  in  the  future.  It  has  been  con- 
sidered in  various  countries  in  the  world, 
and  is  looked  upon  with  groat  hope  by 
some  and  great  terror  by  others.  But  my 
complaintof  the  doctrine  which  the  noble 
Earl  preaches  with  bo  much  eloquence 
in  this  House  is  that  it  is  deformed 
throughout  by  a  serious  ambiguity  of 
expression.  The  word  "Socialism"  in 
his  hands  has  a  great  many  different 
meanings.  Usually  he  employs  it  simply 
as  a  synonym  for  robbery,  as  a  term 
which  means  taking  what  belongs  to 
one  man  and  giving  it  to  another.  1 
Tht  Mtrjueti  of  Salittury 
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need  not  sny  thnt  in  so  far  ai  my  noble 
Friend  usos  it  in  that  sense  I  entirely 
concur  with  him  in  all  his  dennncia- 
tiouB,  and  I  am  constrained  to  admit 
that  in  that  senBe  much  of  our  recent 
legislation  has,  unhappily,  been  tainted 
with  Socialism.  I  need  not  repeat  the 
indignant  dennnciations  of  my  noble 
Friend;  but  he  can  hardly  put  his  lan- 
guage so  strong  that  I  shall  not  concur 
withhim.  Buttben  that  ia  not  Socialism 
in  the  sense  in  which  my  noble  Friend 
has  applied  the  term  to  such  measurea 
as  the  unfortunate  one  of  mine,  which 
he  is  so  fond  of  criticizing,  or  many 
other  proposals  of  the  present  day. 
Socialism  in  that  sense  is  the  applioa- 
tion  of  the  power  and  resources  of  eocie^ 
to  benefit,  not  the  whole  of  society, 
but  one  particular  class,  especially  the 
most  needy  class  of  that  society;  and 
the  main  commandment  of  the  (fospel 
preachedby  my  noble  FViendia — "Thou 
shalt  not  use  the  publio  resources  to 
benefit  the  poor."  I  do  not  know  that 
he  stated  it  in  that  crude  form  ;  but  that 
undoubtedly  lies  at  the  bottom  of  much 
of  the  philosophy  of  Bentham  and  others. 
whom  he  ia  so  fond  of  quoting,  and  is 
looked  upon  as  one  of  the  highest  for- 
mulas of  political  economy.  WheUier 
that  doctrine  be  right  or  not,  or  in  what- 
ever sense  it  bo  right,  we  in  this  conntry 
at  least  have  the  greatest  possible  diffi- 
culty in  using  it,  because  whenever  we 
come  to  deal  with  this  question  of  using 
publio  fimds  for  the  benefit  in  any  way 
of  the  most  necessitous  class  of  the  com- 
munity, there  stares  us  in  the  face  ths 
fact  that  the  duty  of  sustaining  the  most 
necessitous  class  of  the  community  by 
public  funds  has  for  three  centuriea 
formed  a  part  of  the  law  of  England. 
That  is  so  strong  a  fact  that  it  vitiataa 
every  argument  you  can  use  from  what 
is  called  sheer  principle  against  mea* 
sures  of  that  kind.  My  noble  Friend, 
preachini^  against  Socialism  in  this 
sense — that  is  to  sny,  against  the  ustt  of 
public  money  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor 
— is  like  a  man  who  preaches  teetotsUsm 
over  his  wine,  or  like  the  celebrat«d 
Scotch  minister  who  took  the  train  to 
Glasgow  on  a  Sabbath  morning  to  preach 
against  Sunday  travelling.  Mj  nobla 
Friend  is  surrounded  by  evidences  of 
his  own  utter  inconsiatoocy.  He  is  try- 
ing to  clothe  himself  in  a  garb  of  prin- 
ciple which  experience  and  practice,  and 
the  law  of  this  country,  have  riddlMi 
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through  and  tbrougli.  It  is  not  00I7 
that  we  do  aiiBtaio  the  poor  by  law,  but 
the  iact  that  we  do  it  must  necessarily 
afi'ect  the  rest  of  our  legislatioD,  for  a 
good  deal  of  our  legislation  which  my 
noble  Friend  calls  Socialistic  is  defended 
by  this — that  unless  you  use  the  public 
resoaroes  in  this  or  that  way  to  benefit 
th«  poor,  you  will  reduce  them  to  so 
much  distress  that  you  will  have  to 
spend  a  great  deal  more  by  succouring 
them  by  means  of  the  Poor  Law.  There 
was  B  very  remarkable  case  of  that  some 
years  ago.  Uy  noble  Friend  objected 
very  much  to  some  interference— I  think 
it  was  with  the  whitelead  manufactories, 
or  some  trade  whose  effect  was  to  injure 
the  health  of  the  workuien,  and  throw 
them  on  the  parish.  My  noble  Friend 
said  —  "What  interest  is  this  to  the 
public  T  "  It  was  obTiously  the  interest 
of  the  public.  The  State  had  aocepted 
the  burden  of  supporting  those  who  were 
necessitous,  and  therefore  BTsrything, 
no  matter  what,  which  increases  the 
number  of  the  necessitous,  or  diminishes 
the  operation  of  the  natural  causes  wbioh 
should  restrict  that  number,  becomes  by 
the  very  existence  of  the  Poor  Law  one 
of  the  highest  interests  of  the  State. 
But  I  entirely  concur  with  my  noble 
IViend — if  he  would  but  abandon  what 
seems  to  me  the  very  shabby  and  ragged 
ends  of  worn-out  principles  and  go  to 
higher  considerations  of  policy  and  jus- 
tice— I  entirely  concur  with  him  that 
there  are  very  great  dangers  in  extend- 
ing too  far  this  policy  of  expending 
publio  money  for  the  benefit  of  the 
State.  But  what  I  complain  of  is  the 
manner  in  which  this  word  Socialism  is 
need.  I  think  it  is  liable  to  mislead 
men  to  imagine  that  they  have  some 
cold,  clean-cut  principle  on  which  they 
can  rely,  and  some  formula  to  which  in 
each  case  they  can  appeal.  I  believe  that 
no  such  formula  exists.  I  believe  that 
Socialisminthisseneeaffeots  and  spreads 
through  the  whole  of  your  institutions, 
and  is  being  taken  up  by  some  of  the 
most  poweiiul  and  conservative  in- 
t«reat8  abroad ;  and  therefore  it  is  idle 
to  attempt  to  dispose  of.  a  partioular 
inroposal  Dy  saying  that  it  is  Social- 
istic. Prove  that  it  is  against  publio 
policy ;  show  that  it  discourages  thrift ; 
above  all,  show  that  it  interferes  with 
justice,  that  it  benefits  one  class  by 
injaring  another— do  these  things,  and 
^u  have  proved  your  case.    But  do 


not  imagine  that  by  merely  afGxing 
to  it  the  reproach  of  Socialism  you  con 
seriously  affect  the  progress  of  any  great 
legislative  movement,  or  destroy  thoso 
high  arguments  which  are  derived  from 
the  noblest  principles  of  philanthropy 
and  religion. 

£abl  0BANTILLE  said,  h«  rather 
sympathized  with  the  objects  that  he 
understood  the  noble  Earl  had  in  view ; 
but  he  thought  that  he  probably  sym- 
pathized with  it  more  than  the  noble 
Marquess  who  had  just  sat  down.  He 
must  also  say  that  he  ^^eed  with  some 
of  the  criticisms  made  on  the  noble 
Earl's  speech  by  the  noble  Marquess. 
The  noble  Earl  had  spent  five  to  seven 
months  preparing  this  speech,  to  which 
he  had  constantly  added,  improving 
upon  it  as  time  passed. 

The  Eabl  of  WEMYSS  said,  he  put 
the  Notice  down  four  or  five  months 
ago ;  bat  he  had  not  been  able  to  get 
an  earlier  opportunity  to  call  attention 
to  the  subject. 

Eabl  OBANVILLE  said,  then,  at  oil 
events,  the  noble  Earl  must  have  known, 
at  least,  five  months  ago  what  he  had  to 
say,  and  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  he 
hod  been  perfecting  the  speech  ever 
since.  Now,  he  rather  objected  that,  in 
a  speech  of  that  sort  on  a  subject  which 
he  considered  to  be  of  the  greatest  pos- 
sible interest,  the  noble  £arl  should 
have  thought  it  right  to  introduce  many 
matters  which  had  absolutely  nothing 
to  do  with  Socialism.  The  noble  Earl 
had  thought  it  right  to  bring  in  a  sub- 
ject of  a  very  important  nature,  which 
had  been  discussed  before,  and  would 
be  discussed  again,  but  which  hod  really 
nothing  to  do  with  the  matter.  What 
had  it  to  do  with  Socialism  whether  the 
noble  Earl  agreed  with  the  foreign  policy 
of  the  lata  Government  or  of  the  pre- 
sent, or  whether  he  approved  or  disap- 
proved of  new  regulations  at  the  Tower 
or  the  Houses  of  Parliament  to  prevent 
the  indiscriminate  admission  of  the  pub- 
lic and  to  afford  some  protection  against 
nefarious  attempts  ?  All  those  matters 
wore  utterly  irrelevant.  He  thought 
that  the  noble  Earl  having  put  himself 
forward  as  the  champion  of  political  and 
economical  questions  against  both  sides 
in  the  State,  it  was  a  pity  that  he  was 
not  more  careful  in  the  selection  of  his 
facts.  The  noble  Earl  had  complained 
of  measures  intended  to  deal  with  the 
great  question  of   the   public  health. 
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[The  Earl  of  Wemyss  flisaented.]  He 
naderstood  the  noble  Earl  certainly  to 
take  exception  to  the  measures.  Then 
the  noble  Earl  brought  in  the  question 
of  the  Budget  of  the  late  Qovemment 
and  its  defeat.  Well,  he  did  not  waut 
to  argue ;  but  it  seemed  to  him  that  the 
principle  of  the  Budget  of  his  right 
non.  Friend  was  founded  on  very  just 
principles — namely,  of  distributing  in 
certain  fair  praportions  the  burden  of 
taxation  between  the  rich  and  the  poor. 
Ha  thought  it  was  more  Socialistio  for 
the  Opposition  to  attack  that  in  a  man- 
ner which  showed  a  tendency  towards 
indireot  taxation.  To  call  the  action  of 
the  lat«  Qovernment  in  this  matter 
Socialism  was  absolutely  absurd  and 
irrelevant.  The  noble  Earl  brought  for- 
ward another  extraordinary  instance  of 
Socialism.  He  brought  forward  the  in- 
stance of  a  Oovemment  as  a  debtor  de- 
clining to  accept  public  property  to  pay 
off  the  debt  it  owed  unless  the  creditor 
would  consent  to  accept  smaller  terms. 
The  operation  might  be  successful  or  un- 
Buocessful  as  a  financial  measure,  but  to 
call  it  Socialism  was  absolutely  absurd. 
He  did  think  there  was  a  tendency  to- 
wards a  mild  form  of  Socialism,  in  op- 
posing which  he  hoped  his  noble  Friend 
would  take  the  lead  and  besupported ;  but, 
at  the  same  time,he  would  beg  to  advise 
hia  noble  Friend  really  to  consider  whe- 
ther it  was  a  wise  thing  or  not  to  oppose 
every  measure  in  which  be  fancied  there 
was  some  Socialistio  tendency,  and  not 
to  waste  any  power  he  might  have  for 
stemming  that  which  was  really  Social- 
istio in  its  character. 

Lord  BRAMWELL  said,  the  only 
exception  to  the  principle  that  they 
should  not  divert  public  funds  for  the 
benefit  of  a  particular  class  was  that 
afforded  by  the  Poor  Law,  the  ground 
of  which  was  that  it  was  impossible  for 
the  State  to  allow  people  to  starve  for 
the  want  of  means  to  keep  them  alive. 
Butbecause  they  had  that  one  exception 
were  they  to  have  others  ?  He  trusted 
not.  With  the  most  profound  reepect 
for  the  noble  Marquess,  he  thought  that 
they  had  better  abide  by  a  principle 
though  there  was  one  inevitable  excep- 
tion to  it. 

Eakl  FOETESCUE  said,  he  would 
not  trouble  their  Lordships  about  the 
legislative  measures  allnded  to  in  the 
Bpeeolies  already  delivered.  But  he  muet 
observe  that,  in  hieopinion,  much  of  the 
Earl  GranviiU 
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widespread  depressionundeniablyBo  long 
prevalent  was  attributable,  not  to  the 
measures  only  of  the  late  Govenuneot, 
but  also  to  the  speeches  of  some  of  its 
influential  Ueubers,  which  he  had  learnt 
from  recent  inquiries  had  caused  exten- 
sive alarm  and  distrust  among  many 
other  capitalists,  large  and  smalt,  b^ 
sides  landowners.  He  (Earl  rortescue) 
had  himself  heard  that  more  than  one 
capitalist  of  his  acquaintance  had  been 
led  by  the  language  of  hon.  and  right 
hon.  demagogues  to  remove  his  capital 
abroad.  Though  tbe  late  Government 
bad  relegated  political  economy  to  some 
distant  planet,  they  canid  hardly  deny 
the  truth  of  one  of  its  definitions,  that 
capital  waa  the  wage  fund  of  a  country. 
The  many  unemployed  labourere  in 
England  ought  to  know  to  whom  they 
owe  the  transfer  of  part  of  that  ws^ 
fund  to  the  employment  of  their  rivals 
in  foreign  oonntries.  Mr.  Chamberlain 
had  spoken  of  the  ransom  due  from  pro- 
perty, and  one  of  hia  Oolleagnea  had 
tried  to  identify  this  statement  with  the 
late  Mr.  Drummond's  noble  saying — 
"Property  has  its  duties  as  well  aa  its 
rights."  *He  (Earl  Fortescae)  bad  bean 
honoured  with  the  friendship  of  that 
most  valuable  and  truly  noble  public 
servant,  prematurely  cut  off  by  death  in 
the  midst  of  his  labours.  But  anything 
more    essentially   different    than    the 

iiurely  moral  motive  suggested  to  land- 
ords  by  tbe  one,  and  the  coveting,  not 
to  say  confiscation,  suggested  to  the 
maltitude  by  the  other,  eould  hardly  bs 
conceived.  Happily,  the  language  of 
the  right  hon.  Sympathizer  with  Mr. 
Bradlaugh  had  much  diminished  hie  in- 
fiueaco  with  tbe  reasonable,  thoughtful, 
and  moral  of  all  classes  of  the  commu- 
nity. 

PROSECUTIONS  OF  OFFENCES  ACT, 
1679.— OBSEBVATIOKS. 

The  Eabi.  of  POWIS  called  attention 
to  the  Draft  Begulations  submitted  for 
tlie  approval  of  Ihe  Lord  Chancellor  and 
Secretary  of  State  under  the  Prosecu- 
tions of  Offences  Acts,  1879  and  1884 
(see  Commons  Papers  146  and  15S  of 
I8B5);  and  also  to  the  deductions  as 
agency  fees  imposed  by  the  Solicitor  to 
the  Treasury  on  local  solicitors  employed 
to  conduct  prosecutione  on  behalf  of  the 
Public  Prosecutor  under  those  Acts. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Halsbuby)  said,  that  the  noble  Earl 
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The  fees  vhich  appeared  in  tbo  account 
were  the  fees  actually  charged  and  pud, 
and  there  waa  not  the  sniaUest  fouada- 
tion  for  the  imputation  that  had  been 
made  that  Sir  Augustus  Stepheneon 
augmented  his  salary  by  charging 
higher  fees  than  he  paid.  Sir  Augustus 
Stephenson  had  done  his  duty  as  a  pub- 
lic officer  in  saving  what  he  could  aave 
for  the  public  in  regard  to  these  public 
proaecutiouB ;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  Bolioitora  received  every  farthing  for 
which  they  contracted. 

CUSTOMS  DEPARTMEMT— COLLECTORS 
OF  CUSTOMS.— QUESTION. 

The  Earl  of  LIMEBICK  asked  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Troasury.  Whether 
the  memorial  of  the  hundred  cotleotora 
of  customs  sent  in  to  the  Treasury  more 
than  four  years  ago,  and  to  which  no 
answer  had  been  given,  would  receive 
consideration ;  and,  whether  it  was  a 
fact,  as  stated  in  Th»  Ci't>(Zio»  newspaper, 
that  sixty  out  of  the  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  coUectorehipa  then  existing  in  the 
United  Kingdom  had  been  abolish sd, 
and  many  collectors  made  redundant  and 
reduced  to  subordinate  positions ;  and, 
whether  any  steps  would  be  taken  to 
provide  for  theve  officers,  and  to  place 
the  junior  collectors  in  the  same  pecu- 
niary position,  at  least,  as  the  collectors 
of  inland  revenue  ? 

The  Eael  of  IDDESLEIQH  (First 
LoBD  of  the  Treasdet)  :  The  Memorial 
in  question  was  received  and  in  due 
course  referred  to  the  Customs.  That 
Board  has  only  recently  been  able  to 
report  upon  it,  the  numerous  recent 
changes  in  the  organization  of  the 
Department  having  entirely  altered  the 
conditions  which  existed  when  it  was 
first  sent  in.  They  have,  however,  now 
proposed  to  the  Treasury  a  scheme  for 
re-ciassifyingthestaff  of  collectors,  which 
is  at  present  under  consideration,  and 
the  general  result  of  which  will  be  to 
improve  the  position  of  the  collectors. 
The  number  of  collectorsbips  at  the  out 
ports  has  been  reduced  from  121  to  55  ; 
but  this  reduction  has  not  been  applied 
to  any  individual  collector,  so  that  none 
of  them  have  suffered  pecuniarily.  A 
number  of  old  men  have  retired,  and 
the  redimdants  have  thus  been  absorbed. 
Most  of  these  reductions  have  been  made 
in  the  smaller  oollectorates,  so  that  the 
average  salary  of  a  collector  is  higher 
than  it  was  by  nearly  £100  per  annum. 
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was  under  an  entire  misapprehension, 
first  of  aU  with  respect  to  the  Regula- 
tions which  he  thought  were  in  opera- 
tion. Ho  feared  there  was  no  possibility 
of  their  coming  into  operation  for  some 
time.  By  the  provision  of  the  Statute 
thay  must  lie  fer  40  days  on  the  Table 
of  both  Houses  of  Parliament  before 
they  could  come  into  operation.  They 
were  laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  but  not  nn  the  Table  of  their 
Iiordshipa'  House,  and  therefore  they 
Gould  not  receive  the  approval  of  Par- 
liament as  reciuired.  He  thought  It 
would  be  absolutely  necessary  that  they 
should  lie  on  the  Table  of  the  new  Par- 
liament before  they  should  come  into 
operation.  That  was  an  illustration  of 
the  great  difB.culty  in  the  way  of  the 
administration  of  the  Office  of  Attorney 
General.  His  right  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  (Sir  Henry  James),  who  had 
given  great  labour  to  this  subject,  had 
only  the  voluntary  assistance  he  could 
get  io  his  Office,  and  having  laid  those 
Beguladons  on  the  Table  of  the  Library 
of  the  House  of  Oommons  it  did  not 
occur  to  him  to  do  the  same  thing  in  the 
House  of  Lords.  The  Begulations  of 
1879  were  still  in  operation.  And  here 
he  must  ask  the  noble  Earl  to  give  him 
his  attention,  heoause  he  had  made  a 
most  serious  mistake,  the  result  of  which 
was  to  cast  an  imputation  on  a  most  dis- 
tinguished and  deserving  public  officer. 
The  noble  Earl  had  fallen  under  the 
impression  that  Sir  Augustus  Stephen- 
MU  had  some  interest  of  his  own  in  what 
he  called  the  hocus-pocus  of  fees  and 
the  deductions.  The  noble  Earl  had 
been  entirely  misled  by  some  technical 
phraseology  which  there  was  not  a  soli- 
citor in  the  country  who  did  not  under- 
Bland.  When  they  spoke  of  agency 
charges  what  was  meant  was  the  charges 
made  by  one  solicitor  on  another.  When 
a  solicitor  accepted  a  retainer  from  an- 
other solicitor  he  did  not  make  the  ordi- 
nary charges  to  a  client,but  half-charges. 
The  solicitor  in  London  directed  a  soli- 
citor in  the  country  to  take  up  this  or 
that  case  as  his  agent,  and  under  no  cir- 
cumstances could  a  solicitor  acting  as 
agent  obtain  the  full  charges  of  a  soli- 
citor. The  noble  Earl  was  in  error  in 
supposing  that  the  full  charges  were 
made  in  the  first  instance  and  that  after- 
words the  deductions  were  made.  The 
BoUcitors  made  out  their  bills  on  the 
agency  scale  and  were  paid  on  that  scale. 
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Of  the  100  collettora  wlio  Bignod  the 
origiaal  Petition  there  TomaiD  oaly  15 
whose  cases  call  for  consideration,  and 
Bome,  if  nut  all,  of  these  will  shortlj  be 
provided  for.  With  regard  to  the  last 
words  of  the  Question,  the  salaries  of 
the  Colleotors  of  customs  must  be  fixed 
with  regard  to  the  nature  of  their  duties, 
which  are  by  no  means  comparable  in 
many  cases  with  those  of  the  collectors 
of  Inland  Sevenue.  The  smaller  Cus- 
toms collectors  have  very  little  money, 
comparatively  speaking,  passing  through 
their  hands. 

MEDTOAL  RELIEF  DISUUAUFICATION 

REMOVAL  BILL.— (No.  207.) 

[Tin  Bitrl  of  MiUtovm.) 

THIRD  BEADIKO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Third  Read- 
ing read. 

The  Eabl  of  MILLTO  WN,  in  moving 
that  the  Bill  be  nov  read  the  third  time, 
aaid,  he  desired  to  thank  their  Lordships 
on  both  sides  of  the  House  for  their  for- 
bearance, which  had  enabled  him  to 
pass  this  important  Bill  through  the 
House  with  such  facility.  He  sincerely 
trusted  and  believed  that  the  experience 
of  the  next  few  years  would  prove  to 
those  noble  Lords  who  had  expressed 
doubts  as  to  the  expediency  of  such  a 
measure  that  their  fears  had  been 
groundless,  and  that  in  granting  this 
important  measure  of  franchise  the; 
had  acted  in  accordance  with  the  wishes 
of  the  great  majority  of  their  country- 
men, and  earned  another  title  to  the 
respect  and  esteem  in  which  this  House 
was  held  by  the  country. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  3'." 
—{Tkt  Marl  of  MiU(own.) 

Motion  agrnd  lo;   Bill  read  3',  and 

fOtltd. 

LUNACY  ACTS  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

{Tht  Earl  Brewnhir.) 
(no.   221.)      SECOND   BEADIRO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing read. 

The  SECRETAEY  to  thb  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Earl  Bbown- 
low),  in  moving  that  the  Bill  be  noii 
read  a  second  time,  said,  it  was  the 
same  measure  as  had  been  presented 
earlier  in  the  year  by  the  noble  and 
learned  Earl  who  then  occupied  the 
ntEarlo/IddfikisA 


WooUatk.  Its  object  was  simply  to 
enable  Boards  of  Guardians  to  detain 
lunatics  in  the  workhouses  in  certain 
cases. 

Moved.  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2'." 

{TAe  i:itrl  £rotonlow.) 

Motion  «gretd  lo  ;  Bill  read  2'  accord* 
ingly,  and  eommilted  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  MoHday  next. 

Honsa  adjourned  nt  half  put  Six 

o'ctoob.  to  Hondaj  next,  a 

qiuut«r  past  Foot  o'dook. 
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PcBtlc  Bills— F/r»i  Seading—Sieoad  Staiing 
— Committee — Report — Third  Seadiag — Prince 
Henry  of  Battenberg's  NatnralixatioD,*  and 

Firit  Reading — Second  Rtading — Cemmilltd  la  • 
Sehcl  Committee— CommitUe  nominated— Emx\- 
dom  o(  Mar  Eestitutioa"  [258]. 

Second  JZ«i<^i'h^— ConsoIidatedFund  (Appropri- 
ation)* ;EccIesia.<iticAlComTiii«g)onen{Xa.  2  J* 
[253];  Public  Works  Loans"  [254];  East 
India  (Army  Pensions  Deficienqr)  [2116]. 

Commillee — Criminal   Law    Amendneot    [)39] 

Be-eemmiltcd —  Committei  —  Report — CeniiJertd 
u  amended- TAird  Anufi'i^— Telegiaph  Ada 
Amendment  [ISl],  tnipateed. 

Third  Blading — ^Eipiring  Laws  Continaance  * 

t247]  I   Parliamentary  Glectioui  (B«tanung 
>fficers  •  [IS  1],  and  paiud. 
ITKirfrotoji  —  Metropolitan    Board   of    Works 
(Furthw  Powers)*  [M). 

PRIVATE   BUSINESS  . 


WORCESTER  EXTENSION  BILL 

(*y  Or*!-). 

LORDS  A]fEM>MEXTB. 

Lords  Amendments  eorwt'iffrctf,'  as  far 
as  the  Amendmout  in  page  tl,  line  21, 
agreed  to. 

Clause  21a  (Assessment  of  Railways), 
the  next  Amendment,  read  a  eeoond 
time. 

Mr.  ROWLEY  HILL,  in  moving 
that  the  House  do  agree  with  the  Ixrrds 
in  the  said  Amendment,  said,  he  felt 
that  be  occupied  a  somewhat  anomalous 
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position,  seeing  that  tlie  promoters  of 
the  Bill,  the  Worcester  Corporation, 
had  used  every  endeavour  to  secure  the 
rejection  of  the  clause  proposed  on  be- 
half of  the  Qreat  Western  Railway  Com- 
pany. Before  the  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  the  point  was  argued 
with  the  result  that  the  Committee  were 
unanimous  in  rejecting  the  clause.  The 
Bill  then  in  due  course  vent  to  the 
Lords,  and  the  Committee  of  the  Lords 
inserted  the  clause.  An  attempt  was 
made  to  obtaia  the  re-committal  of  the 
Bill  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  clause 
discussed ;  but  that  was  objected  to  by  the 
Ohairman  of  the  Committee,  the  Earl  of 
Limerick,  who  thought  that  such  a 
course  would  imply  a  reproach  to  the 
Committee,  and  subsequently  Earl  Beau- 
champ,  on  behalf  of  the  promoters,  pro- 
posed to  leave  out  the  clause  on  third 
reading.  That  Motion  was  opposed  and 
rejected  on  a  division  by  37  to  17,  and 
it  then  became  a  (juestios  whether  he, 
on  behalf  of  the  promoters,  should  ask 
the  House  of  Commons  to  disagree  with 
the  Lords'  Amendment,  for  his  oonvic- 
tion  was  just  as  strong  as  at  iirst  that 
the  rating  exemption  allowed  by  the 
clause  was  an  improper  Amendment. 
It  was  only  under  stress  of  the  pressure 
arising  from  the  feat  of  losing  the  Bill 
altogether  that  he  now  ventured  to  ask 
the  House  to  agree  with  the  Amend- 
ment. The  promoters  had  taken  counsel 
with  parties  interested,  and  they  were 
told  that  if  the  House  now  disagreed 
with  the  Amendment  it  would  be  hope- 
less to  think  of  passing  the  Bill;  it 
would  be  lost,  and  in  such  a  case  a 
severe  penalty  would  be  inflicted  upon 
the  City  of  Worcester.  The  Lords  had 
introduced  a  dause  which  was  con- 
demned by  many  persons,  but  the  Cor- 
poration were  not  responsible  for  that ; 
they  had  dooe  their  utmost  to  prevent 


the  House  attached  great  importance  as 
a  matter  of  principle.  Thatwas  rejected 
by  the  other  House  of  Parliament,  and 
yet  the  Leaders  of  the  majority  in  the 
Commons  advised  acceptance  of  the 
Lords'  Amendment,  not,  as  they  said, 
because  they  approved  of  it,  but  be- 
cause an  opposite  course  irould  jeopar- 
dize the  Bill,  and  so  the  Lords'  Amend- 
ment on  the  subject  of  medical  relief 
was  accepted,  merely  because  time  was 
short,  and  otherwise  the  object  of  the 
Begistration  Bill  would  have  been  im- 
perilled. For  similar  reasons,  he  begged 
the  House  to  accept  the  Amendment  to 
this  Bill,  and  hoped  that  he  would  be 
supported  by  others  who  yet,  as  he  did, 
disapproved  of  the  clause  in  itself. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  The 
Lords  in  the  eatd  Amendment." — {Mr. 
Rmlty  Bin.) 

Mb.  ATKEN80N  agreed  in  many  of 
the  remarks  just  made,  but  not  in  the 
Motion  moved  by  the  hon.  Member. 
He  said  it  was  an  improper  clause,  which 
could  not  be  too  strongly  reprobated,  but 
he  asked  the  House  to  agree  to  it,  be- 
cause, he  said,  it  would  be  prejudicial  to 
the  interests  of  Worcester  if  the  House 
did  not.  The  answer  to  that  surely  was 
that  if  it  would  be  prejudicial  to  the 
City  of  Worcester  on  the  one  hand,  and 
to  the  prejudice  of  all  the  rating  autho- 
rities of  the  country  on  the  other  hand, 
then  the  City  of  Worcester  ought  to  give 
way.  He  should  vote  a  negative  to  the 
Motion. 

8m  GABRIEL  GOLDNET  said,  he 
hoped  the  House  would  agree  with  the 
Lords'  Amendment  for  several  reasons. 
First,  because  if  the  House  did  not  do 
so,  it  would  put  an  end  to  those  negotia- 
tions and  courtesies  under  which  Private 
Bill    legislation    was   conducted.      The 


it,  and  they  now  asked  the  House  cot  i  Great  Western  Railway  Company  op- 
to  tax  the  City  of  Worcester  with  the  posed  the  Preamble  of  the  Bill  before 
still  more  evil  consequences  that  would  <  the  Committee,  and  without  producing 
arise  from  the  rejection  of  the  Bill.  |  any  evidence,  they  requested  to  hare  a 
Very  important  sanitary  arrangements  olause  of  this  sort  inserted  in  the  exact 
partially  carried  out  would  be  stopped,  I  form  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Act 
and  the  loss  would  be  great.  In  ask-  |  of  1875,  under  which  they  claimed  par- 
ing the  House  to  accept  a  Motion  he  :  tial  exemption  from  the  local  rate.  The 
did  not  approve,  but  which,  under  the  '  Corporation  of  Worcester,  for  some  rea- 
oircnm stances,  was  expedient,  he  found  !  son  or  other,  sought  to  pass  this  Bill  to 
a  parallel  in  recent  proceedings  of  the  '  enable  them  to  extend  tlie  boundaries  of 
House  upon  an  important  publio  mea-  '  their  borough,  and  include  within  those 
anre.  A  proposal  was  introduced  in  an  boundaries  some  2,000  acres  of  what  was 
important  Bui  to  which  a  majority  of   almost  all    agricultural   land,   with  a 
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Bparse  population  not  e^iceeding  thr^e 
peraonB  to  an  acre.  TLat  was  with  tbe 
■view  of  making  promeaades.  drires,  or 
other  purposes  having  nothing  to  do 
with  sanitary  regulations.  The  Great 
Western  Bailway,  who  had  a  line  on 
the  estate,  and  who  within  the  borough 
paid  their  share  of  the  rates,  objected, 
and  said—"  if  you  want  to  do  this,  you 
should  give  us 

Message  to  attend  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners : — 


would  be  simply  called  upon  to  contri- 
bute to  the  general  rates  of  tbe  City 
without  receiving  any  consideration. 
Their  contention  was  that  there  was  no 
substantial  reason  for  estending  the 
boundary  at  all.  In  the  Lords  Com* 
mittee  upon  the  Bill,  Mr.  Michael,  Q.C., 
who  appeared  for  the  promoters,  stated 
that  they  weie  willing  to  give  to  the 
Bailway  Company  the  same  clause  as  that 
which  now  existed  in  the  Public  Health 
Act,  and  upon  that  understanding  tbe 
Bailway  Company  withdrew  their  oppo- 
sition. When  the  opponents  had  ac- 
cepted the  offer,  the  Preamble  of  the 
Bill  was  passed  by  the  Committee ;  but 
after  that  had  been  done  objection  was 
taken  to  the  Bill  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  a  division  was  taken  after  the  whole 
circumstances  had  been  gone  into  in 
detail.  The  House  of  Lords,  however, 
on  a  division,  aiSrmod  what  the  Oom- 
mittee  had  done  by  a  majority  of  some 
four  or  five  to  one.  Tbe  Great  Western 
Company,  tho  market  gardeners,  and 
the  other  owners  and  occupiers,  asked 
for  nothing  more  than  the  law  at  present 
gave  them.  They  maintained  that  if  it 
was  considered  desirable  to  extend  the 
boundaries  of  the  City  of  Worcester,  the 
new  piopetty  taken  in  ought  to  be 
placed  under  the  same  conditions  as  those 
which  the  general  law  now  imposed. 
They  further  alleged  that  precedents 
were  in  their  favour ;  and  tbey  instanced 
various  Corporation  Bills  for  extending 
existing  boundaries  and  including  a 
larger  area,  in  which  provisions  identical 
with  that  which  had  been  made  in  this 
case  had  been  insetted  by  Committees 
of  the  House  of  Commons  and  of  the 
Hoiise  of  Lords,  such  as  the  Stafford 
Corporation  Act  for  creating  extended 
boundaries,  the  Bedford  Improvement 
Act,  the  St.  Albans  Improvement  Act, 
and  several  others.  They  also  asserted 
that  two  Bills  had  been  passed  in  tbe 
present  year,  in  which  the  same  prin- 
ciple was  carried  out— extended  lx>un- 
daries  wore  created ;  but  although  the 
new  area  was  brought  within  the  bo- 
rough it  still  remained  under  tbe  gene- 
ral law  with  regard  to  rating.  Under 
those  circumstances,  as  he  had  no  deaire 
to  occupy  too  much  of  the  time  of  tbe 
House,  he  would  simply  say  that  ha 
thought  the  Bouse  ongbt  to  accept  the 
Lords'  Amendment.  There  had  bet^n. 
&rst  place,  a  distinct  proposal 


Mr.  Speakek  reported  the  Royal  Autnt 
to  several  Bills. 

WORCESTER  EXTENSION  BILL 

{kg  Oritr). 

Motion  made,  and  Question  again  pro- 
posed, "TbattliiaHousedotbagree  with 
tbe  Lords  in  the  said  Amendment." 

8iB  QABEIELQOLDNETremarked, 
that  when  interrupted  by  the  announce- 
ment of  a  Eoyal  Commission  he  was 
calling  the  attention  of  tho  House  to  the 
fact  that  the  Amendment  ought  to  be 
oonoeded  on  every  principle  be  had  ever 
been  acquainted  with  in  connection  with 
Private  Bill  legislation  during  the  time 
be  bad  had  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  the 
House.  First,  in  relation  to  the  interests 
of  tbe  contending  parties ;  secondly,  the 
general  policy  of  the  law ;  and,  thirdly, 
the  merits  of  the  question  itself.  A  short 
history  of  the  case'  was  this.  Under 
the  Health  of  Towns  Act,  1&75,  provision 
was  made  by  which  a  certain  property 
outside  the  boundaries  of  a  borough 
became  liable  to  be  rated  under  the 
general  law  to  the  district  rate  at  one- 
fourth  less  than  the  general  property  of 
tbe  town,  where  expenditure  nae  ren- 
dered necessary  for  the  sanitary  pur- 
poses of  the  borough.  The  present  Bill 
5 reposed  to  ioolude  within  the  boun- 
aries  of  tbe  City  of  Worcester  an  area 
ofnoleasthan  1,900  acres,  upon  which,  be 
understood,  the  whole  population  did  not 
amount  to  more  than  three  persons  an 
acre.  The  Great  Western  Bailway  Com- 
pany objected  to  their  property, 
outside  tbe  boundary  of  the  City, 
taken  out  of  the  general  rating  principle 
and  being  included  in  the  borough  rate, 
on  the  ground  that  tbey  would  derive 
no    advantage   from  tbe  change,   but  j  made  to  tbe  opponeota  if  they  would 
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withdraw  their  opposidoQ  to  the  Pre- 
amble of  the  Bill ;  thny  accepted  it,  and 
the  promoters  inserted  a  clause,  which 
was  adopted  by  the  Committee  and 
affirmed  bj  the  House  of  Lords — that 
clause  being  nothing  more  nor  leas  than 
a  proTisioQ  which  placed  this  property 
under  the  Public  Health  Act  of  1875. 
There  had  also  been  precedents  for  the 
course  pursued  not  on!y  in  previous 
years,  but  tfais'year;  and  if  the  House 
decided  upon  upsetting  the  arrangement 
they  would  render  Private  Bill  legisla- 
tion practically  useless  and  entail  very 
onerous  duties  upon  Private  BiU  Com- 
mitteee.  They  would  never  know  what 
principle  they  ought  to  adopt,  be- 
cause it  would  be  liable  to  be  rejected 
when  tho  Bill  came  before  the  House 
itself. 

Ur.  AO^NEW  said,  that  he  had  served 
on  the  Committee  whioh  sat  upoa  the 
Bill,  and  he  might  inform  the  House 
that  the  Committee  was  unanimous  in 
rejecting  the  clause  nowunder  considera- 
tion on  the  ground  that  they  saw  no 
reason  why  there  should  be  any  exemp- 
tion &om  the  operation  of  the  general 
law  on  behalf  of  this  particular  Bail- 
way  Company.  The  boa.  Gentleman 
had  refenrad  to  an  Act  of  Parliament 
which,  for  sanitary  purposes,  placed 
property  in  districts  outside  the  Doun- 
daries  of  a  borough  in  a  different 
position  fVom  property  within  a  bo- 
rough itself;  but  he  was  not  aware  of 
any  law  which  compelled  a  borough 
or  municipal  authority  to  make  an  ex- 
emption in  favour  of  a  ^Railway  Com- 
pany.  He  was  perfectly  aware  of  the 
instances  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
referred ;  hut  having  served  on  the 
Committee,  and  having  heard  all  the 
evidence,  he  thought  tho  Committee  was 

i'ustified  in  rejecting  this  proposal.  He 
lad  been  most  anxious  that  the  City  of 
Worcester  should  obtain  the  extension 
of  boundary  which  the  Corporation  de- 
sired, if  it  wore  not  inconsistent  with 
the  interests  of  the  locality  sought  to  be 
included.  No  doubt,  an  arrangement 
had  been  made,  when  the  Bill  was 
before  the  House  of  Lords,  whereby 
the  promoters  agreed  to  insert  a  clause 
exempting  this  railway  property  from 
assessment  to  the  borough  rates.  He  re- 
gretted that  that  course  had  been  taken ; 
and  ha  thought  it  afforded  another  in- 
stance of  the  neceesitj  that  Parliament, 
at  no  distant  day,  should  deal,  in  a 


comprehensive  manner,  with  the  whole 
question  of  local  taxation.  In  the  pre- 
sent case  he  thought  it  would  have  been 
wiser,  rather  than  accept  this  clause,  if 
the  promoters  had  made  up  their  minds 
to  lose  the  Bill  altogether,  reserving  to 
themselves  the  right  of  applying  to 
Parliament  on  a  future  occasion. 

Mb.  OKEGOBY  said,  it  was  quite 
true  that  there  had  been  cases  in  which, 
where  there  had  been  an  extension  of 
boundaries,  the  provisions  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  of  1876  were  still  retained, 
so  far  as  the  rating  of  railways  was 
concerned ;  but  there  was  this  broad 
distinction  between  those  cases  and  tbe 
present,  that  the  Committee  upstairs  had 
refused  to  make  the  exemption,  after  a 
full  and  careful  consideration  of  the 
question.  He,  therefore,  trusted  that 
the  House  would  not  consent  to  estab- 
lish a  dangerous  precedent  for  tbe 
future.  He  idiould  bs  exoeedingly  sorry 
that  anything  should  be  dons  which 
might  ultimately  throw  oat  the  Bill; 
but,  as  the  whole  matter  had  been  fiiUy 
discussed  by  the  Committee  upstairs,  he 
thought  the  House  ought  to  maintain 
the  decision  of  their  Committee. 

Mb.  HORACE  DAVEY  said,  it  waa 
quite  true  that  the  clause  tn  the  Public 
Health  Act,  to  which  the  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  Chippenhan  (Sir  Gabriel 
Croldney)  had  referred,  did  not,  in  terms, 
apply  to  this  particular  case  ;  but  it  had 
beeu  thought  right  by  a  Committee  in 
"another  place"  to  take  it  up  and 
apply  it  in  pursuance  with  a  bargain 
which  had  been  entered  into  between 
the  various  parties  who  were  interested 
in  the  BiU.  It  was  only  on  the  with- 
drawal of  the  opposition  that  the  Pre- 
amble of  the  Bill  was  passed.  His  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  East  Sussex 
(Mr. Gregory) bad  spoken  as  if  the  clause 
applied  only  to  the  Railway  Company. 
It  applied  not  to  the  Railway  Company 
only,  but  to  owners  and  occupiers,  mar- 
ket gardeners,  nursery  grounds,  and 
other  descriptions  of  property ;  and  he 
trusted  the  House  would  not  aUow  the 
promoters  of  the  BtU  to  retreat  from 
the  bargain  whioh  they  had  made  in 
the  House  of  Lords. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided: — Ayes  103  ;  Nooi 
29 :  Majority  74.— (Div.  List,  No.  260.) 

Subsequent  Amendments  agritd  to, 

I  Google 


Egypt— Th» 
QUESTIONS. 


-CORK 


LAW  AND  POLICE  (IRELAND) 
COUNTY  POLICE. 

Ur.  BIQQAR  asked  the  Ohief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Iiord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
If  it  is  ft  fact  that  Head  Constable 
Irwin,  of  Cork,  sent  a  circular  to  several 
Police  Stations  in  the  City  and  County 
of  Cork  Bolioitinff  subscriptions  towards 
ft  testimonial  to  Sergeant  Stafford,  lata 
Cbief  Clerk  to  County  Inspector  Carr ; 
wbethor  a  list  of  names  of  the  sub- 
scribers baa  been  posted  in  several  bar- 
rack rooms;  and,  whether  it  is  for- 
bidden in  the  Force  to  ask  for  or  give  a 
subscription  for  such  a  purpose  ;  and,  if 
BO,  what  steps  will  be  taken  with  refer- 
ence to  this  case  ? 

Ths  CHIEF  8ECRETAET  (Sir  Wil- 
Liui  Hast  Dyeb)  :  Tho  Cork  County 
Inspector  states  that  no  such  Circular 
was  sent  out.  It  is  not  forbidden  in  the 
Force  to  get  up  such  subscriptions,  pro- 
vided the  sanction  of  the  Inspector  Ge- 
neral is  obtained.  A  subscription  was 
got  up  in  this  case,  and  it  had  the  In- 
spector General's  sanction, 
(v  Mb.  sexton  :  Is  the  right  bon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  the  police  are 
forbidden  to  subscribe  for  on  evicted 
tenant  ? 

The  chief  SECEETART  :  No,  Sir. 

EGYPT— THE  SODDAN— THB  GARRI- 
SON OF  KASSALA. 
Mb.  LABOITCHERE  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
AfEsirs,  Whether  any  expenditure  will  be 
incurred  in  tho  contemplated  endeavour 
to  rescue  the  garrison  of  Kassala ;  and, 
if  BO,  whether  a  vote  for  this  expendi- 
ture will  be  presented  to  Parliament 
during  the  present  Session  7 

TheTJNDER  SECEETART  of  STATE 
(Ur.  Bouree)  :  The  matter  alluded  to 
by  the  hon.  Member  is  still  under  con- 
sideration ;  but  I  am  sure  be  will  see 
that  it  is  inexpedient  at  present  to  make 
any  public  announcement  with  respect 
to  it.  With  regard  to  ospsDdittire,  no 
Vote  will  be  presented  to  Parliament 
during  the  present  Session. 


EGYPT— THE  ASSEMBLY  OF 
NOTABLES. 
Sia  QEORQE  CAMPBELL  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
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Affairs.  If  he  can  yet  say  whether  the 
Assembly  of  Notables  now  convened  at 
Cairo  is  the  General  Assembly  legally 
elected  as  required  by  the  Organic  Law, 
and  that  the  requirements  of  that  Law 
in  regard  to  the  New  Loan  have  been 
fulfilled;  if  he  can  explain  how  it  is 
that  when  the  Provincial  Councils  have 
never  been  called  into  existence,  and  tlie 
Organic  Electoral  Law,  Article  39,  re- 
quires the  election  of  the  elected  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislative  Council  by  the 
I^vineial  Councils,  the  Le^slative 
Council  can  have  been  legally  consti- 
tuted, or  whether,  in  fact,  the  elected 
members  have  beon  obtained,  and  bow  ; 
and,  whether  he  can  give  any  assurance 
that  any  representative  oi  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  deputed  to  Egypt, 
will  urge  the  fulfilment  of  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Organic  Law  in  regard  to 
self-governing  institutions,  which  have 
hitherto  been  neglected,  so  that  the  ma- 
chinery of  self-government  may  be  pro- 
vided and  got  into  working  order  as 
soon  as  possible? 
The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
{Mr.  Bourse)  :  The  Assembly  of  No- 
tables DOW  convened  is  the  Assemble 
Geo6rale;  but  whether  its  membeia 
have  been  legally  elected  or  not  I  cannot 
undertake  to  say,  that  being  a  matter 
of  Egyptian  law,  I  can  only  refer  the 
hon.  Member  to  Sir  Evelyn  Baring's 
despatch  of  October  20,  in  Egypt, 
No.  18,  18B5,  p.  12,  in  which  it  is  stated 
that  the  Legislative  Council  has  been 
convoked,  and  haa  done  careful  work  as 
a  consultative  body.  Bnt  as  to  its  con- 
stitution, I  cannot  say  whether  it  haa 
been  carried  out  in  strict  conformity  with 
Article  39  of  the  Organic  Electoral  Law 
or  not.  I  am  sure.  Sir,  that  any  Re- 
presentative of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment deputed  to  Egypt  will  pay  atten- 
tion to  the  important  subject  mentioned 
in  the  Question.  But  what  his  recom- 
mendations will  be  with  respect  to  it,  it 
would  be  premature  for  me  to  predict. 

Sib  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  asked 
whether,  as  the  General  Assembly,  under 
the  Organic  Law,  could  only  be  brought 
together  by  an  election  all  over  the 
country  of  the  same  character  as  a  Ge- 
neral Election  in  this  country,  that  elec- 
tion had  yet  taken  place  ? 

Mr.  BOURKE  :  I  have  looked  very 
carefully  into  the  Organlo  Lavr,  and  I 
am  unable — I  tell  the  hon.  Member 
frankly — to  reconcile  the  ternts  of  the 
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law  with,  the  information  we  bave  re- 
ceived  at  the  Foreij^  Office;  bat  this  ie 
a  question  for  the  Egyptian  Govemtneut 
as  much  ae  for  Her  Majeatj's  Qovem- 
ment.  I  will  be  very  glad  to  make  a 
represeDtation  that  the  Organio  Law 
should  be  oarried  ont. 

Mb.  M'OOAN  inqaired  whether  the 
whole  of  the  I^yptian  law  did  not  lie 
within  the  four  comers  of  the  Organic 
Law,  and,  therefore,  ought  to  be  intel- 
ligible to  the  Foreign  Office  ? 

Sia  GEOKGE  CAMPBELL  asked 
whether  the  QoTernment  would  ineiat 
upon  their  Agents  being  informed  whe- 
ther the  Organio  Law  had  been  carried 
out? 

Mb.  BOUEKE  said,  he  could  not  at 
the  present  moment  give  any  further 
information  than  that  which  was  in  the 
hands  of  Her  Majesty's  present  Govem- 
msnt,  and  also  of  the  late  QoTemmeot. 

MOROCCO— SUPPBESSION  OF 
JOURNALS. 

ME.LABOUOHEEE  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Whether  bis  attention  has  been  called 
to  statements  in  the  French  papers  re- 
specting the  endeavours  of  Sir  John 
Hay,  Her  Majesty's  £epresentativa  in 
Morocco,  to  cause  the  suppression  of 
Tht  TimM  of  Moroee»,  The  M-Moghreh,  a 
journal  published  in  Spanish,  and  Le 
.RtPtil  du  Maroe,  a  journal  published  in 
French ;  and,  whether  he  ia  acting  in 
this  matter  under  the  instructions  or 
with  the  approval  of  Her  Majesty's  Qo- 
Tsmment? 

The  under  8E0RETAET  or 
STATE  (Mr.  Boueke)  :  Sir  John  Drum- 
mond  Hay  has  not  taken  any  steps  to 
bring  about  the  suppression  of  the  news- 
papers alluded  to ;  on  the  contrary,  he 
baa  deprecated  the  adoption  of  any  such 
extreme  measure.  The  Moorish  Go- 
vernment have  repeatedly  complained 
to  him  of  the  insulting  language  used  in 
certain  papers  respecting  the  Sultan  of 
Morocco  and  the  Moorish  Government, 
as  well  as  regards  Foreign  Governments 
and  their  Bepresentatives  in  Morocco, 
and  has  urged  their  euppression.  Sir 
John  Hay  has  confined  himself  to  wam- 
iug  the  editors  to  be  careful  to  avoid  the 
insertion  of  language  of  a  character  to 
justify  the  Moorish  Government  in 
taking  measures  against  the  papers. 
His  action  in  the  matter  is  approved  by 
Set  Majesty's  Government. 


Mr.  M'OOAN :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  eay  whether  Sir  John  Dnim- 
mond  Hay  has  any  power  actually  to 
suppress  any  newspaper  whatever  ? 
Under  the  Capitulations  he  has  none. 

Mr.  BOUKKE  :  Certainly  not,  Sir. 

EUTPT— THE  INTERNATIONAL 
GUARANTEE. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  What  is  the  position  of  the 
Egyptian  Loan  with  regard  to  the 
guarantee  of  the  Powers;  and,  whether 
it  is  intended  to  delay  the  issue  until 
the  guarantee  has  been  accepted  by  the 
Parliaments  of  German;  and  Austria; 
and,  it  so,  when  is  that  acceptance  likely 
to  be  completed  ? 

The  under  SECRET  ART  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Boceke)  :  With  a  view 
to  facilitate  the  issue  of  a  loan  for 
£9,000,000  by  the  Egyptian  Govern- 
ment the  Powers,  under  the  Convention 
of  the  18th  of  March  last,  agreed  that 
thoEhedive  should,  with  the  authority 
of  the  Sultan,  issue  a  Decree,  which 
Decree  the  Khedive  undertook  to  pro- 
mulgate, in  the  terms  of  the  draft  an- 
nexed to  the  Convention.  Amongst  the 
provisions  of  that  Convention  was  the 
following : — 

"  The  GovemmeDta  of  Great  Britain,  Ger- 
man}', AuBtria-Hunf^ry,  France,  Italy,  and 
Snsaia  undertake  either  to  guanuit«e  jointlv 
and  WTerally,  or  to  ask  aathority  from  their 
Farliamenta  to  guarantee  joiotlj  and  seve- 
rally, the  regular  payment  of  the  aimiiity  of 
£316,000." 

When  Her  Majesty's  present  Govern- 
ment came  into  Office  they  found  that 
the  authority  of  the  German,  Austrian, 
and  Italian  Parliaments  had  not  been 
obtained  by  their  respective  Govern- 
ments, and  those  Parliaments  had  sepa- 
rated without  any  prospect  of  meeting 
for  some  months  to  come.  It  is  not 
necessary  now  to  enter  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  the  discussion  which  took  place 
between  Her  Majesty's  late  Government 
and  the  German  Government  ujion  this 
subject,  as  Papers  will  be  laid  upon  the 
Table.  It  is  sufficient  now  to  say  that 
when  Her  Majesty's  Government  as- 
sumed Office  they  found  the  issue  of 
the  loan  was  practically  suspended.  The 
negotiations  which  have  taken  place 
since  have  resulted  in  an  a  greement 
on  the  part  of  Germany,  Austria,  and 
Italy  to  give  an  undertaking  that  tl)fl 

ooc^lc 


171 


Late  and  JutttM— 


Tk»  Jeffrui  Com. 


67J 


loan  should  be  Bubtnitted  for  ratifica- 
tion as  soon  as  their  Parliaments  meet, 
and  to  consent  to  the  issue  of  the  loon 
at  onoe  in  anticipation  of  this  consent; 
and  this  has  been  agreed  to  by  the  other 
Powers.  The  Decree  annexed  to  the 
Convention  has  been  issued,  vith  on 
alteration  enlarging  the  facilities  for 
issue  and  payment  of  coopons,  which 
vas  provided  for  by  a  declaration  on  the 
part  of  the  Powers.  The  loan,  in  ac- 
cordance with  these  agreements,  was 
issued  on  Tuesday. 

Mb.  AETHUE  ARNOLD  :  In  view 
of  tbe  Important  statement  mode  by  the 
right  hon.  G-eutleman,  I  would  venture 
to  ask  him  whether  he  will  undertake 
that  the  Correspondence  between  the 
Government  and  the  Foraign  Powers 
on  the  subject  shall  be  distributed  be- 
fore Wednesday  next,  which  will  pro- 
bably be  the  latest  occasion  on  which 
the  Bubiect  will  arise  ? 

Mb.  BOURKE  :  I  can  only  say  that 
the  Papers  ate  in  preparation.  Of  course, 
we  are  well  aware  that  Parliament  will 
wish  to  see  these  Papers  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible 1  but  I  am  not  quite  certain  that  I 
can  promise  the  hon.  Member  an  answer 
in  the  affirmative  to  the  Question  he 
has  just  put. 

Me.  AETHUE  ARNOLD  :  IwiU  re- 
peat the  Question  on  Monday. 

Mh.  LABOUCHERE  :  Are  we  to  un- 
derstand that  the  Loan  is  not  guaran- 
teed either  by  Austria,  Qermany,  or 
Italy  ? 

Mb.  BOUEKE:  By  the  Parliament 
of  those  countries — no. 


NAVr— DOCKYARD  EXPENDITURE. 

Me.  GOURLET  asked  the  First  Lord 
of  tbe  Admiralty,  To  be  good  enough  to 
inform  the  House  if  it  is  his  intention  to 
appoint  a  Departmental  Committee  to 
inquire  into  the  present  system  of  Dock- 
yard expenditure;  if  so,  whether  he  will 
consent  to  add  to  tbe  Committee  a  few 
men  independent  of  the  ordinary  official 
routine  of  Admiralty  work  ? 

The  first  lord  of  thb  ADMI- 
RALTY (Lord  Qboeoe  Hamilton): 
I  stated  yesterday  the  circumstances 
under  which  a  Committee  was  appointed 
by  the  late  Board  of  Admiralty  and  the 
nature  of  the  inquiry  tb&;  were  directed 
to  make  ;  and  until  that  inquiry  is  com- 
pleted, it  is  not  our  intention  to  extend 
the  scope  of  their  investigations. 
Mr.  Bottrh 


ARMT— GUNNERY  EXPEEIMENTS 
WITH  DYNAMITE. 

Mb.  GOURLET  asked  the  Seoretary 
of  State  for  War,  If  bis  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  gunnery  experiments 
now  being  conducted  by  the  United 
States  Government  with  dynamite  car- 
tridges; if  BO,  whether  he  intends  ascer- 
taining, by  practical  experiments,  how 
far  the  system  is  a  success  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (M>. 
W.  H.  Smith)  :  The  attention  of  the 
War  Office  has  been  called  to  recent  ex- 
periments with  dynamite  projectiles  in 
the  United  States,  and  the  subject  is 
now  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Ordnance  Committee. 

CHURCH  OF  ENGLAND— THE  VTC.^E 
OF  ST.  MARK'S,  SOUTH  SHIELDS. 
Mb.  BROADHURST  asked  the  Vice 
President  of  the  Committee  of  Council, 
Whether,  since  answering  the  Question 
on  the  23rd  instant  relating  to  the  bauk- 
ruptcy  cose  of  the  Ticar  of  St.  Mark's, 
South  Shields,  be  has  seen  a  Report  in 
The  SoiUh  Shitldt  Daily  ffautU,  of  10th 
July,  of  the  proceedings  in  question; 
and,  whether,  haviog  regard  to  the 
seriousness  of  the  statements  there  con- 
tained, assuming  them  to  be  true,  he 
has  any  reason  to  modify  the  statement 
he  formerly  made  on  this  subject? 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Mr.  E.  Stashope)  :  Owing 
to  the  courtesy  of  the  hon.  Member! 
have  now  seen  the  report  in  Tht  Somtl 
Shieldt  Daily  OautU  ;  out  I  Snd  nothing 
in  it  at  all  inconsistent  with  tbe  state- 
ment I  made  the  other  day.  Indeed,  it 
appears  to  confirm  substantially  the  ac- 
count given  by  the  Ticar  himself.  Fur- 
ther inquiries,  are,  however,  being  made, 
with  the  view  to  determine  whether  the 
position  of  the  school  account  has  been, 
or  is  likely  to  be,  affeoted  by  tbe  Vicar's 
pecuniary  difficulties. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE-THE  JEFFSIB8 
CASE— Ma  EDLIN,  ASSISTANT 
JUDGE. 
Mh.  PICTON{for  Mr.  W.  Fowleb) 
asked  the    Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  Whether  the  Judge 
who   tried   the   Chelsea    case  of    Mrs. 
Jeffries  has  yet  returned ;  and,  whether 
be  can  now  give  the  House  the  informa- 
tion which  was  withheld  by  reason  of  the 
absonre  of  the  Judge  ? 
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Mb.  GALLAN  wished,  before  that 
Question  was  answered,  to  oak  whether 
it  waa  true,  as  stated  in  Tkt  Duhlin  Daily 
£xpre»»,  that  the  prolonged  leave  of  ab- 
sence given  to  Mr.  £dlin  was  given  to 
him  without  application  made  at  the 
time,  and  that  previous  to  the  trial  of  the 
Jeffries  case  the  application  made  by 
Mr.  Edlin  for  leave  of  absenoe  was  per- 
sistently refused  by  the  late  Home  Se- 
cretary ? 

Thb  SECEETAKT  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AasEETON  Caosa) :  I  cannot  tell  any- 
thing aa  to  that.  I  presume  leave  of 
absence  was  given  in  the  ordinary 
course.  In  regard  to  the  Question  on 
the  Paper,  I  object  to  the  word  "  with- 
held," for  I  have  nothing  to  withhold, 
neither  would  I  have  withheld  anything 
if  I  bad.  There  is  a  very  long  letter 
£rom  the  Judge  at  the  disposal  of  the 
bon.  Member  if  he  would  like  to  see  it. 
He  says — 

"  On  my  urirsl  ID  Court  I  did  km  the  loading 
ooaniel  in  my  own  room.  Thii  I  did  at  their  own 
reqnest,  and  in  accordance  with  precedent  and 
cnitom.  Tbera  ii  not  a  shadow  of  foundation 
for  the  BtatoEnent  that  I  inggeitsd  the  defendant 
shoold  plaad  guilty ;  on  the  ooDtrar}',  I  told 
counsel  I  ihonld  eipreu  no  opinion  aa  to  what 
the  wntAQce  ihoald  bo  until  I  had  conforrcd 
with  my  brother  magiitnitei.  The  sentence 
was  proposed  by  a  magistrate  of  great  eipe- 
rienca.  I  concuirad  in  it,  and  thought  it  just 
and  proper.  It  wm  adopted  almost  unani- 
moosly,  there  being  one  disaentient,  And  he  tras 
in  favour  of  a  (maUer  fine." 

SiE  WILLIAM  HAEOOTIRT:  As 
to  the  leave  of  absence  given  to  Mr. 
Edlin,  I  have  to  say  that  the  application 
never  came  before  me.  I  have  not  in- 
quired into  the  matter,  and  I  have  no 
recollection  of  it ;  but  I  have  no  doubt 
that,  as  a  matter  of  course,  leave  would 
be  given  by  the  Under  Secretary. 

Mb.  OALLAN  :  Is  it  not  a  fact  that 
for  a  period  of  two  years  before  the 
Je&ies  case  leave  of  absence  was  refused 
to  Mr.  Edlin? 

[No  reply.] 

LAW   AND  JUSTICE  (ENGLAND   AND 

WALESJ-THE  CIRCUIT  SYSTEM. 

Mb.  WHITLEY  asked  the  Secretary 

of  State  for   the   Home   Department, 

Whether  the  Qovemmeot  will,  during 

the  Recess,  consider  the  present  circuit 

system,  and  especially  the  best  mode  of 

providing  increased  facilities  required  in 

the  large  centres  with  regard  to  the  trial 

VOL.   CCC,        [thikd  sebies.] 


of  actions  in  other  Divisions  of  the  High 
Court  besides  the  Queen's  Bench  P 

The  BEORETAEY  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AssHETON  Gboss),  lu  reply,  said,  that 
the  Judges  had  arranged  to  try  all 
actions  entered  for  trial  at  the  various 
Assize  towns  during  the  present  Assize 
Circuit.  It  had  not  been  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  that  any 
action  set  down  in  any  place  for  trial 
had  not  been  tried  there ;  but  if  any 
question  relating  to  the  system  of  Cir- 
cuits should  require  to  be  considered, 
the  Ijord  Chancellor  would  be  ready  to 
consnlt  with  the  Judges  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

EGYPT— COLONEL  DE  COETLOQON. 
Mb.  LEAMY  (for  Mr.  Mabuu)  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  Her  Majesty's  Agent 
and  Consul  General  at  Cairo  has  reported 
upon  the  ease  of  Colonel  De  Coetlogon, 
as  requested  by  Lord  Edmond  Fitz- 
maurice ;  and,  whether  any,  and,  if  so, 
what  reply  has  been  received  from  the 
Egyptian  Oovernmentf 

The  under  SECRETARYof  STATE 
(Mr,  Boubke)  :  Yes,  Sir,  The  Egyp- 
tian Government  hold  that  General  Gor- 
don's recommendation  that  Colonel  Coet- 
logon  should  be  awarded  eiz  months' 
pay  as  a  gratuity  was  founded  on  the 
assumption  that  his  services  would  no 
longer  be  required  by  the  Egyptian  Go- 
vernment; whereas  immediately  on  his 
return  from  the  Soudan  he  was  appointed 
a  Divisional  Inspector  of  Police. 

POLICE  ENFRANCHISEMENT 
EXTENSION  BILL. 

Mb.  COLERIDGE  KENNAED  asked 
the  honourable  and  learned  Member  for 
Beaumaris  (Mr.  Morgan  Lloyd)  and  the 
honourable  aod  learned  Member  for  the 
Tower  Hamlets  (Mr.  Bryee),  Whether 
they  will  consent  to  withdraw  the 
"blocks"  they  have  placed  on  the 
FolioB  Enfranchisement  Bill,  and  allow 
it  to  go  into  Committee  before  the  close 
of  the  Session  ? 

Mb.  BRYCE  said,  he  felt  bound  to 
take  any  steps  he  could  to  secure  that 
the  Bill  should  not  be  passed  hurriedly 
and  silently  at  the  end  of  the  Session, 
and  when  it  had  not  been  considered  by 
the  public.  At  the  same  time,  as  he 
shared  the  opinion  that  the  practice  of 
blocking  was  much  abused,  he  did  not 
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put  down  his  Notice  until  he  had  aatie- 
lied  himself  that  a  reiy  large  ntimbei 
shared  his  ohjoction  to  the  measure.  II 
the  hon.  Member  would  arrange  with 
the  GoTemment  to  brine  on  the  Bill, 
to  allow  the  hon.  Member  to  bring  it 
OD,  before  1  o'clock  on  Monday,  aud  to 
arrange  so  that  there  might  be  an  op- 
portunity for  diaouseion,  he  would  take 
off  his  block. 

ARMY—ORDNANCE  DEPARTMENT- 
WIDOW  OF  MR.  FREDEEICK  RANGE. 
Mb.  BOOBD  asked  the  Surveyor  Oe- 
neral  of  the  Ordnance,  Whether  it  is  a 
fact  that  the  widow  and  eiz  children  of 
the  late  Mr.  Frederick  Bance,  an  arti- 
ficer of  the  Boyal  Laboratory,  Woolwich 
Arsenal,  who  died  of  injuries  received 
from  the  explosion  of  a  shell  on  the 
2Sth  February  last,  have  been  awarded 
£10  per  annum  as  a  companionate 
allowance;  whether  the  widows  and 
families  of  those  who  have  previously 
lost  their  lives  under  similar  circum- 
stances had  not,  in  some  cases,  been 
granted  the  amount  of  the  full  pay  of 
the  deceased,  and,  in  others,  the  amount 
of  pension  or  superannuation  allowance 
to  which  the  deceased  would  have  been 
entitled  at  the  date  of  his  death ;  whe- 
ther, at  the  time  of  his  death,  Mr.  Baooe 
was  entitled,  in  the  event  of  being  ren- 
dered unSt  for  further  service,  to  a 
pension  of  from  12*.  to  14«.  per  week  ; 
and,  whether  he  will  reconsider  the  case, 
with  a  view  to  on  increase  of  the  allow- 
ance  proposed  ? 

The  surveyor  GENERAL  op 
OEDNANOE  (Mr.  Gut  Dawnat)  :  The 
widow  of  the  late  Mr.  Frederick  Ranee 
has  bean  awarded  a  compasaionate  al- 
lowance of  £10  12*.  6d.  a-year,  and  a 
gratuity  of  £44  on  behalf  of  her  six 
children,  under  the  Rej^ulations  laid 
down  by  the  Treasury  for  such  oases. 
With  regard  to  the  second  paragraph 
of  the  hon.  Member's  Question,  there  is 
no  record  of  the  full  pay  of  the  deceased, 
or  the  amount  of  pension  to  which  the 
deceased  would  have  been  entitled,  hav- 
ing been  granted,  under  similar  oircnm- 
stances,  to  the  widow.  Mr.  Ranee  woald 
not,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  have 
been  entitled  to  any  pension  in  the  event 
of  hie  unfitness  for  further  service,  un- 
less the  unfitness  was  caused  by  injuries 
received  in  tbe  execution  of  his  duty. 
In  such  a  case  the  compensation  would 
have  been  regulated  by  the  nature  of 
Mr,  Bryt* 


the  injury.  With  referenoe  to  the  con- 
cluding inquiry,  I  should  explain  that  it 
rests  with  the  Treasury  to  award  com- 
passionate allowances,  and  the  Secretary 
of  State  has  no  power  to  increase  the 
amount  awarded. 

H.M.  STATIONERY  OFFICB-GOVBRN- 
MENT  PRINTING. 

Mr.  BB0ADHTTR8T  asked  the  Se- 
cretary to  the  Treasury,  Whether,  having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  by  the  terms  of 
the  new  Schedules  for  the  Government 
printing,  involving  an  annual  expendi- 
ture of  over  £100,000,  and  to  the  fact 
that  the  proposed  contracts  are  for  a  term 
of  ten  years,  the  Houne  will  have  any 
control  over  the  selection  of  the  printer, 
seeing  that  it  has  had  no  control  over 
the  terms  of  the  oontragta  f 

The  SECEETTAKY  to  thk  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  Henbi  Hollakd)  :  The  con- 
tracts referred  to  will  he  offered  for 
puhlio  competition,  and  the  tenders  will 
be  dealt  with  in  the  ordinary  manner. 
This  being  eo,  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
matter  is  essentially  one  for  the  Execu- 
tive Qovemment,  and  that  this  House 
could  not,  with  advantage,  interfere  in 
it.  I  may  remind  the  House  that  the 
printing  of  the  Totes  and  Pfoceedinn 
will  continue,  aa  heretofore,  under  the 
control  of  Mr.  Speaker. 

INDIA  (FINANOB,  ic,)-THE  ANNUAL 

financial  statement. 

Oenxrai.  Sik  OEOEGE  BALFOUS 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
To  consider  the  expediency  of  printing 
and  circulating  an  Indian  Finanoi^ 
Statement,  and,  by  allowing  the  I>ebato 
on  Indian  Finance  to  be  baaed  on  the 
usual  Eesolutions,  thereby  save  the  time 
in  discussing  the  Affairs  of  India  by  at 
least  two  hours,  which  would  be  needed 

speaking  on  tbe  Indian  Statement? 

The  SEORETAEY  of  STATE  (Lord 
Sakdouh  Churchill)  :  The  hon.  sod 
gallant  Member  makes  an  admirable 
su^estion,  which  might  with  advantage 
be  applied  to  all  the  annual  Depart- 
mental Statements ;  but  I  do  Dot  tbink 
there  is  time  to  carry  it  into  effect  this 
year  before  Thursday  next,  on  which 
day  it  may  be  oonvenient  tor  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  and  other  hon. 
Members  to  know  I  shall,  with  the  per- 
miaaion  of  the  House,  mako  the  juaal 
Statement  in  regard  to  Indian  Finaaoe. 
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THE  IRISH  LAIs-C  OOUMlSfilON— THE 
SUB-COMMISSIOtTERS. 
Ub.  sexton  (for  Mr.  Guy)  asked 
the  Chief  Secretaiy  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  Whether  it  is  in- 
tended to  break  up  two  of  the  Irisk 
Land  Sub-Commiasiona ;  whether  it  is 
a  condition  of  the  engagement  of  the 
Legal  Sub-CommisBionerB  that  they 
should  not  undertake  any  other  legal 
busineBs;  what  notice  has  been  giyen, 
or  will  be  given,  to  those  OommiesiODets 
whose  services  are  about  to  be  dispensed 
with ;  and,  whether  he  is  now  in  a  posi- 
tion to  state  the  names  of  those  who  will 
be  retained  ? 

The  chief  8ECEETAET  (Sir 
"WiLUAH  Hart  Dyke)  :  It  haa  been 
decided  to  dispense  with  the  services  of 
two  Sub-Commissions  from  this  date.  I 
believe  it  is  understood  that  the  whole 
time  of  the  legal  Assistant  Commis- 
fiioners  should  be  given  to  their  duties 
under  the  Land  Commission.  The  \¥ar- 
rants  of  all  the  Sub-OommiasionerB,  ex- 
cept those  appointed  for  seven  years, 
stated  on  the  face  of  them  that  the  ap- 
pointment would  expire  on  this  date. 
The  following  will  now  receive  new 
Warrants  of  appointment  to  the  end  of 
the  present  year;  —  namely,  Messrs. 
Bourke,  M'Devitt,  Hodder,  and  Doyle, 
legal  Commissioners;  and  Messrs. Comyn, 
Walpole,  Cunuingham,  Barry,  Bomford, 
Weir,  Sproule,  Guiry,  and  Golding,  lay 
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The  CHANOELLORof  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  When  the  hon.  Gentleman 
asked  this  Question  before  I  did  not 
understand  that  he  referred  to  the  In- 
quiry which  had  already  been  intrusted 
to  a  Committee  of  this  House,  appointed, 
I  think,  on  the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Ba- 
ronet the  Member  for  South  Warwick- 
shire (Sir  Eardley  Wilmot).  I  under- 
stand that  that  Committee  has  taken 
evidence  which  haa  not  yet  been  circu- 
lated, and  will  make  no  Report  this 
Session.  Those  who  have  a  strong  feel' 
ing  that  the  Inquiry  should  be  continued 
will  have  an  opportunity  of  moving  for 
the  re-appointment  of  the  Committee 
next  year.  As  the  Inquiry  has  been  in- 
trusted to  a  Committee  of  this  House,  I 
do  not  think  there  is  any  reason  why 
a  Royal  Commission  should  be  ap- 
pointed. 

Mb,  SEXTON:  Has  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  not  considered  the  precedent  in 
the  case  of  the  municipal  inquiry  begun 
by  a  Select  Committee  of  this  House, 
and  continued  by  a  Royal  Commission ; 
and,  considering  the  urgency  of  the 
matter,  does  he  not  consider  that  the 
interval  between  now  and  the  beginning 
of  next  Session  should  be  utilized  by  r 
Royal  Commission  1 

[No  reply.] 


IRISH  UTDUSTRCES— A  ROTAL 
COMMISSION. 
Mr.  sexton  asked  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  Whether,  considering 
the  number,  extent,  and  complication 
of  the  questions  involved  in  the  Inquiry 
respecting  the  state  of  Irish  Industries 
(aa  disclosed  in  the  evidence  taken  this 
Session  before  the  Select  Committee), 
and  also,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that 
the  question  of  trade  depression  is  sub- 
Htautially  an  English  question,  and  that 
the  chief  lines  of  the  two  inquiries  must 
stand  apart,  the  Government  will  re- 
commend the  appointment  of  a  Royal 
Commission  to  utilize  the  interval  before 
the  assembling  of  the  new  Parhament 
in  collecting  such  information  as  may 
aid  the  House  to  reach  a  practical  con- 
clusion with  reference  to  the  industrial 
condition  of  Ireland  f 


SCIENCE  AND  ART  — EXAMINATIONS 
IN  DRAWING-FAILURES  TO  PASS. 
Mb.  PICTON  asked  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  Committee  of  Council,  Whe- 
ther his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
extraordinary  number  of  failures  at  the 
last  drawing  esaminationa  of  the  Science 
and  Art  Department;  and,  whether  any 
instructions  had  been  given  to  the  exa- 
miners to  raise  the  standard  of  examina- 
tion, or  whether  any  other  explanation 
can  be  given  of  the  remarkable  diminu- 
tion of  the  number  of  passes  ? 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Mr.  E.  Stajjhope)  :  No  in- 
structions have  been  given  to  the  exa- 
miners to  raise  the  standard  at  the  last 
drawing  examinations.  The  examina- 
tions of  the  more  advanced  grades,  for- 
merly confined  to  students  who  had  pre- 
viously shown  capability,  have  this  year 
been  thrown  open  without  restriction. 
This  has  led  to  the  examination  of  a 
much  larger  number  of  candidates  and 
a  decline  in  the  percentagn  of  success; 
but  there  has  been  a  large  increase  in 
2  2  ^ 
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the  number  of  pasties.  Tlie  figures  are 
these:— In  1B64,  out  of  424  candidates 
203  passed ;  in  lost  examination,  out 
of  1,530  candidates  331  passed. 

SEED  SUPPLY  (IRELAND)  ACT— NON- 
PAYMENT OF  THE  SEED  RATE. 
Mb.  JUSTIN  M'CARTHT  asked 
ths  Chief  Seoretaiy  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant  of  Ireland,  Whether,  coneideriDg 
the  low  price  of  stock  and  farm  produce 
of  e7eTy  kind  in  many  parts  of  Ireland 
now  and  the  general  depression  of  agri- 
culture, the  GoTemment  will  consent  to 
the  request  made  by  several  Poor  Law 
Unions,  that  the  time  for  the  repayment 
of  the  last  instalment  of  the  Seed  Bate, 
now  due,  should  be  extended  to  the  lat 
of  November  ? 

The  chief  SECEETAET  [Sir 
WiLLiAU  Hast  Dyke)  :  Whenever  rea- 
sonable ground  is  shown  for  the  exten- 
sion of  the  time  for  repayment  of  this 
loan  the  Iiocal  Government  Board  are 
quite  prepared  to  recommend  the  appli- 
cation to  the  consideration  of  the  Board 
of  Works,  who,  I  am  informed,  act 
leniently  in  cases  of  this  kind.  Each 
application  must  be  dealt  with  on  its 
own  merits. 

HOnSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 
BILL. 

Mk.  sexton  (for  Mr.  Obay}  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment, Whether  he  will  consent  to 
extend  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  of 
the  Working  Classes  (England)  Bill  to 
urban  sanitary  districts  in  Ireland  ? 

The  8ECKETAEY  of  STATE  (Sir 
E.  AflSHETON  CaoBs),  in  reply,  said,  that 
Ireland  was  not  iucluded  in  the  Bill 
originally,  because  the  Seport  as  to 
Ireland  had  not  been  presented  when 
the  Bill  waa  prepared.  That  Report, 
however,  was  now  completed,  and  Ire- 
land would  be  included  in  the  Bill.  Soot- 
land  would  also  bo  included. 

TELEGRAPH  ACTS  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
Mb.  AiDEBiiAX  W.  LAWEENCE 
aiked  the  right  hon.  (Gentleman  the  late 
Fostmaster  General  (Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre), 
Whether  he  would  move  a  clause  in  the 
Telegraph  Acts  Amendment  Bill  that 
two,  three,  or  four  figures  ia  an  address 
should  be  counted  as  one  word,  and  that 
the  rate  should  be  )tf.  per  word  instead 
of  Id.  for  two  words  ? 
Mr.  E.  Slanhofit 


Mr.  8HAWLEFETRE,  in  reply,  said, 
that  the  question  whether  several  figures 
were  to  be  counted  as  one  word  in  a  tele- 
gram would  not  be  dealt  with  bythcTele- 
graph  Acts  Amendment  Bill,  but  would 
be  left  to  the  Post  Office  Regulations, 
With  respect  to thesubstitutiou of  Jrf.  per 
word  rate  in  place  of  \.d.  for  two  words, 
he  should  move  to  re-oommittheBillfor 
the  purpose  of  introducing  an  Amend- 
mentmakingthat  alteration.  This  would 
also  ^ve  the  hon.  Member  for  Blackburn 
(Mr.  Briggs)  an  opportunity  of  moving 
the  Amendment  wruch  he  withdrew  last 
night,  on  the  understanding  that  it  could 
be  moved  on  Eeport. 

Ma.  Aldkbmait  W.  LAWEENCE: 
Will  the  right  hon.  Member  be  prepared 
to  take  the  name  of  any  street,  grove, 
terrace,  garden,  &c.,  as  oue  word — that 
is  to  say,  take  Oxford  Street  as  one  word 
— and  will  he  also  be  prepared  to  treat 
the  name  of  an  Island  as  one  word,  such 
as  in  the  case  of  ths  Isle  of  Wight,  the 
Isle  of  Han,  the  Isle  of  Bute,  the  I^e  of 
Skye,  the  Isle  of  Arran,  the  Isle  of 
Lewis,  fto.  ? 

Me.  SHAWLEFEVEE:  I  wUl  eay 
"No"  to  both  of  these  Questions. 

Mb.  Aldbbmaw  W.  LAWEENCE,  in 
consequence  of  the  answer  of  the  late 
Postmaster  General  (Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre), 
gave  Notice  that  on  re-committal  of  the 
Bill  he  would  move  a  clause  that  the 
name  of  any  street,  square,  terrace,  Ac, 
&o,,  and  the  name  of  any  island  be 
counted  as  one  word. 

Me.  PULESTON  asked  the  Post- 
master General,  whether  he  asoeated  to 
the  proposition  that  there  was  no  finan- 
cial difference  between  the  ^d.  per  word 
and  the  Id.  F 

The  POSTMASTEE  OENEEAL 
(Lord  John  Makmishs)  said,  the  officers 
of  the  Department  gave  him  to  under- 
stand that  the  substitution  of  \i.  pev 
word  would  produce  precisely  the  aam* 
financial  result. 

PAKUAHENT-BUSINESS  OF  THE 
BOUSE. 

Mb.  AETHUR  O'CONNOR  asked. 
Whether,  in  view  of  the  opposition 
likely  to  be  offered  to  the  Housing  of 
the  Working  Classes  (England)  Bill 
from  Building  Societies  and  other  quar- 
ters, the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
would  consider  the  advisability  of  giving 
precedence  to  the  Land  Purchase  (Ire- 
land) Bill? 
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JHANOELLOE  of  thr  EXCHE- 
:  I  must  wait  until  Monday  be- 
nake  any  statement.  We  must 
r  we  get  on  with  the  Criminal 
nendmeot  Bill. 

LABOUCHERE  iDquired  whe- 
the  Appropriation  Bill  were  not 
1  tliat  night,  it  would  be  put 
n  the  Paper  for  its  last  stage  in 
ible  time  to  allow  of  discuesion  T 
C3HANCELL0EoftheEXCSE- 
said,  that  the  hon.  Uember'a  re- 
aa  reasonable,  and  he  would  take 
it  the  last  etaee  of  the  Bill  should 
n  in  time  to  allow  of  discussion. 

MOTIONS. 


:E  henry  of  BATTENBERG'S 
caRALIZATH)N  BILL   [Lord*.\ 
on  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

the  Bill  be  now  read  the  first 
-{Mr.  atuart-  Wortiey,  Undtr  Se- 
of  State  for  th»  Some  Department.) 
VILFEIDLAW80N:  Does  this 
■MI  any  expense  ? 
reply.] 
on  agreed  to. 
read  the  first  time, 
on  made,  and  Qaeation  proposed, 
the  Standing  Orders  relating  to 
lization  Bills  be  suspended,  and 
le  Bill  be  read  the  second  time." 

Stuart- Wortlty.) 
on  agreed  to. 
ding  Orders  suspended, 
read  a  second  time,  and  eommitted. 
8TUAET-W0RTLET:  Ibegto 
hat  the  remaining  stages  of  the 

now  taken. 

WILFEID  LAWSON  :  Mr. 
<r,  I  really  want  to  know  what 
n  there  is  for  this  great  hurry  ? 
the  better  will  he  be  after  this 
lization  has  happened?  You  may 
.m  into  anything.  I  have  note 
1.     Will  it  incur  any  expense 

8TUAET-W0RTLEY :  I  move 
h»   Speaker   do   now  leave    the 

WILFEID  LAWSON:  I  have 
action  U>  this  Bill ;  but  I  should 
know  what  it  is  all  about. 
SPEAKER :  Order,  order.  The 
[emb«roan  make  a  nj- observations 
hare  puttbe  Question. 


Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "That 
Ur.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair." 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON:   I  have 

I  object  except  to  ask  what  the  Bill  is, 

id  why  it  is  hurried  through  all  the 

stages  in  this  manner  ?     That  is  all  I 

want  to  know. 

[IK  on  ANCELLOR  op  thb  EXCHE- 
QUER: The  Bill  is  for  the  naturaliza- 
tion of  Prince  Henry  of  Batten  berg,  and 
that  is  a  Bill  which  we  have  no  doubt 
will  receive  the  general  and  cordial  ac- 
ceptance of  the  House.  It  is  proposed 
to  carry  it  through  the  several  stages  in 
this  manner,  because  it  has  always  been 
the  custom  with  regard  to  Bills  of  this 
kind.  It  follows  the  exact  precedent  of 
a  similar  Bill  in  1880,  which  was  car- 
ried through  sU  its  stages  at  one  Sitting 
of  the  House.  There  is,  I  believe, 
some  further  reason  for  baste  on  this 
subject  which  has  induced  us  to  make 
the  proposal  that  the  precedent  set  in 
1 880  should  be  followed  now.  I  believe 
it  was  carried  in  precisely  the  same  way 
in  the  other  House. 

Ma.  AETHTJE  O'CONNOR  :  May  I 
ask  whether  the  passing  of  this  Bill  is  a 
condition  precedent  to  Friuce  Henry  of 
Baltenberg's  appointment  to  high  com- 
mand in  the  Army  ? 

Thb  CHANCELLOE  ofthe  EXCHE- 
QUER :  I  think  I  need  hardly  answer 
that  question. 

Mb.  BEOADHUEST  :  Has  this  Bill 
ever  been  printed  ? 

TiiE  SEOEETART  of  state  fSir 
B.  AssHETOif  Cross)  :  It  is  not  customary 
to  print  these  Bills,  and  there  baa  not 
been  time. 

Mr.  BEOADHUEST :  It  is  a  most 
extraordinary  proceeding,  I  venture  to 
observe,  that  we  should  be  asked  to  pa« 
a  Bill  for  the  naturalization  of  a  gen- 
tloman  of  whom  we  know  little  or  no- 
thing. ["Oh!"]  I  speak  for  myself, 
and  not  for  Gentlemen  on  the  other 
iide.  [Mr.  Wartos:  Hear,  hear!]  It 
is  a  most  extraordinary  proceeding  that 
we  should  naturalize  a  gentleman  of 
whom  we  practically  know  nothing,  and 
not  have  the  Bill  printed  before  we  are 
askod  to  pass  it  through  all  its  stages. 

Sm  WILLIAM  HAECOUET  said, 
that  the  reason  why  it  was  necessary  to 
have  an  Act  of  Parliament  in  this  case 
was  beeausi?  Prince  Henry  of  Battenberg 
had  not  fulfilled  the  condition  of  re- 
sidcnco  for  a  curtain  tiiuo  in  the  United 
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TnB  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER: The  object  w  to  obtain  the 
Boyal  Assent  for  the  Bill. 

Motion  ogriid  to. 

Bill  read  the  first  time. 


Kingdom.  If  lio  had.  no  Act  would 
Lave  been  necessary  at  all,  and  the 
Prince  would  have  been  naturalized  by 
tho  natural  process  under  the  authority 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  end 
would  have  been  attained  in  a  day  or 
two.  If  it  had  not  been  that  he  was  a 
foreigner,  and  had  not  fulfilled  the  con- 
dition of  residence,  the  House  would 
have  heard  nothing  at  all  about  it,  and 
the  Frince  would  have  been  naturalized 
as  a.  matter  of  course.  His  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Broadhurst)  had  said  they  knew 
nothing  at  all  about  the  Prince.  On  the 
contrary,  they  knew  a  great  deal  about 
him,  and  they  knew  he  was  married  to 
a  daughter  of  the  Queen.  Id  these  cir- 
cumstances, the  proposal  now  before  the 
House  was  perfectly  reasonable.  He 
did  not  know  what  tiie  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chancellor  of  the  Eachequer 
meant  when  he  said  there  was  a  particu- 
lar reason  for  haste  ;  but  surely  it  was  a 
Bill  to  which  it  was  inconceivable  tbat 
any  objoction  could  be  raised. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  said,  he  did 
not  think  there  would  be  any  objection 
to  the  proposal ;  but  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  having  stated  that  there 
wore  special  reasons  why  the  Bill  should 
be  passed,  perhaps  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman would  tell  them  what  the  special 


The  CHAKCELLORof  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  I  believe  the  fact  is  that  this 
ought  really  to  have  been  done  before. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  eontiiered  in  Committee,  and  re- 
ported, without  Amendment ;  read  the 
third  time,  and  paeied. 

EARLDOII  OF  MAR  RESTITDTION  BILL 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed. 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  first 
time." — {The  Altorntg  General,  Sir 
Eickird  Ifebiter.) 

Sib  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  asked  if 
it  wan  in  Order  to  read  a  Bill  for  a  first 
time  in  this  manner?  It  was  u peculiar 
Bill,  and  ho  would  like  to  know  why 
this  extraordinarj  course  was  being  fol- 
lowed ? 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  The  Bill  has  been 
brought  down  from  the  other  House, 
and  it  is  read  a  first  time  as  a  matter  of 
course. 


Sir  I 


n  Harcourt 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  bo  now  read  a  second 
time." — {The  Atlomeg  General.) 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  rose  to 
ask  Mr.  Speaker  to  rule  whether,  before 
such  a  Motion  could  be  made,  the  sus- 
pension of  the  Standing  Orders  was  not 
necessary  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  There  is  no  Stand- 
ing Order  applicable  to  the  case ;  but  it 
is  only  to  be  done  in  order — and  I  under- 
stand the  Attorney  General  is  going  to 
take  this  course — to  refer  the  Bill  to  a 
Committee  in  the  ordinary  way. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  protested 
against  this  extraordinary,  this  very  irre- 
gular course.  He  know  something  of 
tho  character  of  this  Bill,  for  he  had 
read  the  debate  in  "  another  place."  It 
was  a  Bill  of  this  character.  A  gentle- 
man had  claimed  tho  title  and  Earldom 
of  Mar,  which  the  highest  tribunal  of 
the  country  decided  he  was  not  entitled 
to.  But  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Lords  now  said  that  be  was  entitled  to 
it,  and  the  Bill  was  to  restore  the  an- 
cient Earldom  of  Mar.  That  might  be 
right  or  it  mi^bt  be  wrong ;  but  he  pro- 
tested against  this  measure  being  taken 
before  other  very  important  matters  now 
before  them. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
RicBABD  Wrbsteb)  said,  that,  as  he  un- 
derstood it,  the  matturstood  thus :  On  a 
preTious  inquiry  there  was  some  technical 
difficulty  in  regard  to  the  reception  of 
certain  evidence.  This  Bill  had  passed 
the  other  House  with  a  view  to  remove 
the  technical  difficulty.  It  was  his  inten- 
tion at  once  to  move  that  the  Bill  be 
committed  to  a  Select  Committee;  but. 
of  course,  he  presunied  that  everything 
would  be  dealt  with  by  that  Committee. 
He  undorstoodthere  was  no  Standing  Or- 
der applicable  to  the  matter  which  he 
had  moved ;  and  he  presumed  that  if  the 
Bill  were  referred  to  a  Select  Committee 
there  would  be  no  objection  to  its  being 
road  a  second  time. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  eomnitied 
to  a  Select  Committee. 
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CommitUe  antnineled : — Sir  Arthub  Otw*t, 
Sir  Michael  Hicrs-Beach,  SecretAly  Sir 
BicuABs  Cross,  Sir  Willum  Habcouht,  Mr. 
Attobnbv  Gemeral,  Hr.  Solicitor  Oineral, 
Sir  Henbv  Jaheb,  Sir  Farreb  Hebbchell,  Mr. 
Cochhan-Patrice,  and  Dr.  Fahqubabhoh. 

Sib  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  aaid,  the 
Attorney  General  had  told  them  this  was 
a  Bill  to  enable  certain  evidence  to  be 
received  ;  but  &om  the  debate  in  "  an- 
otlier  place"  lie  understood  it  was  for 
the  restitution  of  the  Earldom  of  Mar. 
He  had  the  strongest  objection  to  that, 
which,  he  held,  was  an  unprecedented 
Gourae  to  take  after  the  decision  of  the 
highest  legal  tribonal  of  Scotland.  The 
Bill  ought  to  be  printed,  and  before 
allowing  it  to  pass  this  stage  they  ought 
to  know  what  the  Bill  was. 

SiE  WILFEID  LAW80N :  Perhaps 
it  would  facilitate  matters  if  the  hon. 
Member  for  Kirkcaldy  (Sir  George 
Campbell)  were  put  on  the  Committee. 

8m  GEOEGE  CAMPBELL:  I  object, 
Sir. 

The  ATTOENET  QENBEAL  :  I  beg 
to  move,  Sir,  that  the  name  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Kirkcaldy  be  added  to  the 
Committee. 

Motion  agreed  to ;  name  added. 

Ordered,  That  Three  be  the  quorum. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have 
leave  to  ett  and  proceed  upon  Monday 
next. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL:  1 
understand  that  there  is  an  old  aud  ob- 
solete practice  that  it  is  usual  to  move 
that  all  the  Members  of  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil and  all  the  Members  of  the  Long 
Eobe  in  the  House  be  added  to  the 
Committee  ;  but  I  do  not  intend  to  follow 
that  practice  on  the  present  occasion. 

Bill  to  be  printed.     [Bill  256.] 


THE   PAPAL   SEE-DIPLOMATIC  COM- 
MCNIOATION  WITH  THE  VATICAN- 
SIR  GEORGE  EKRINGTON. 
Mk.  T.  p.   O'CONNOR    asked    the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  he  knew  anything  of 
a  letter  published  in  this  week's  issue 
of   United  Ireland  purporting  to  be  ad- 
dressed by  Sir  George  Errington  to  Earl 
Granville,  as  Foreign  Secretary,  in  which 
Earl  Granville  was  informed  that  it 

"is  n«ca«aaty  to  keep  the  Vatican  in  good 
humour  with  you  " — 


that  is,  the  English  Government — 

"  in  Older  to  have  vour  nomioee  appointed  to 
the  Archbishopric  o^DnblinF" 
He  wished  to  aek  the  right  bon.  Gentle- 
man whether  there  was  any  record  of 
euch  a  letter,  or  a  letter  of  a  similar 
character,  in  the  Foreign  Office ;  if  so, 
whether  the  Government  would  not  feet 
it  to  be  its  duty,  in  view  of  the  feeling 
amongst  Orangemen  with  regard  to  the 
connection  of  the  Oovemment  with  the 
Vatican,  to  indicate  their  opinion  of  euch 
conduct  on  the  part  of  their  Predecessors 
in  reference  to  the  Archiepiscopal  See  of 
Dublin  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Boueke):  In  answer  to 
the  Question  of  the  hon.  Member,  I  beg 
to  say  that  I  have  not  seen  the  letter  re- 
ferred to,  and  that  I  have  told  the  House 
before  tiiat  I  have  not  read  the  Corre- 
spondence which  took  place  between 
that  gentleman  and  the  late  Govern- 
ment. If  the  hon.  Gentleman  wishes 
for  further  information  on  the  subject, 
and  puts  down  his  Question,  I  shall  be 
happy  to  answer  it. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR :  I  will  put 
down  the  Question,  and  will  ask  the 
right  hon.  Member  whether  the  Govern- 
ment will  not  consider  it  necessary,  es- 
pecially amongst  Orangemen,  who  re- 
gard with  disfavour  any  relations  be- 
tween the  British  Government  and  the 
Vatican,  to  set  public  opinion  right  ? 

Mb.  BOURKE  :  If  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man puts  down  a  Question  on  the  sub- 
ject, I  shall  be  glad  to  consult  with  the 
Prime  Minister  on  it.  I  cannot  take 
any  steps  of  this  kind  without  his  con- 
sent. 

ORDERS    OF  THE  DAT. 

CRIMINAL   LAW  AMENDMENT 

BILL  [£<irrf..]— [Bill  169.] 

(Sterelary  Sir  S.  Anhilm  Creu.) 

coMMirtBB.     [^Progrete  30(A  July.^ 

Bill  eontidered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  3  (Procuring  defilement  of 
woman  by  threats  or  fraud). 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
22,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  (1.)— (J/r. 
Ilapicood.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  By '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 
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Me.  H.H.  fowler  saifl,  the  Amend- 
ment which  his  hon.  and  learned  Friond 
the  Member  for  Stockport  (Mr.  Hop- 
wood)  had  Bubmitted  to  the  Committee 
proceeded  upon  the  theory  that  the 
offence  defined  by  the  eub-eection  a1- 
reftdj  amounted  in  law  to  the  crime  of 
rape,  and  that  if  the  eub-seotlon  were 
passed  as  it  stood  the  effect  would  be  to 
convert  what  was  now  a  felony  into  a 
misdemeanour.  Several  hon.  Members 
seemed  to  he  of  that  opinion  ;  but  some 
hon.  Gentlemen,  not  following  the  law 
of  the  hon,  and  learned  Member  for 
Stockport,  rather  rested  their  opposition 
to  the  sub  -  section  on  the  ground 
that  the  sub-section  would  introduce 
a  new  offence,  which  might  bs  the 
cause  of  considerable  extortion,  and 
possibly  of  great  injustice.  What  he 
(Mr.  Fowler)  wished  to  submit  to  the 
Committee  was  this.  If  hia  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  was  right  in  the  coDten- 
tion  that  procuration  by  threats  and  in- 
timidation already  amounted  to  the  cri- 
minal offeico  of  rape,  then,  no  doubt, 
the  aub-BBction  ought  to  be  omitted, 
because  the  Committee  would  not  wish 
to  convert  into  a  misdemeanour  what 
was  already  a  felony.  But  there  i 
equally  great  authorities  —  he  referred 
especially  to  the  Attorney  General  (Si 
Biohard  Webster)  and  the  right  hon 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby  (Si: 
William  Harcourt)  —  who  maintainec 
the  opiuion  that  there  were  offence. 
which  foil  withio  the  four  eoraera  of  thi 
Bub-sectioD,  but  which  did  not  amount 
to  the  offence  of  rape.  Admitting,  then, 
that  the  offence  described  was  an  offence 
which  ouijht  to  be  punished — and  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Stockport 
did  not  dispute  that  grave  doubts  were 
entertained  by  lawyers  as  to  whether 
the  existing  law  covered  it  or  not — it  was 
surely  wise  for  the  Committee  at  ' 
to  deal  with  it,  and  put  that  disputed 
question  beyond  all  doubt  for  the  future 
by  making  a  misdemeanour  of  the 
offence  which  did  uot  already  amount 
to  rape.  Ho  would  not  trouble  the 
Committee  with  any  arguments  on  the 
point ;  but  ho  believed  there  were  eases 
of  threats,  and  nliat  might  be  described 
as  intimidation,  which  did  not  in  law 
amount  to  rape,  and  upon  which  no  jury 
would  give  a  conviction  if  the  charge 
of  rape  were  preferred.  There  was, 
however,  one  thing  to  which  he  wished 
to  draw  attention.  The  hon.  andlearuod 


Member  for  Christchurch  (Mr.  TTomi'e 
Davey)  had  spoken  satirically  of  ike 
Government  not  knowing  their  evn 
minds  about  the  Bill,  and  about  their 
own  clause.  He  (Mr.  Fowler)  wished 
to  point  out  that  the  clause  was  not  the 
clause  either  of  the  late  or  of  the  present 
Government.  It  was  introduced  into 
the  Bill  in  the  House  of  Lords  by  so 
great  an  authority  as  Lord  Bramwell, 
who  drew  it,  and  who  was,  of  course, 
aware  of  the  existing  state  of  the  lair. 
The  clause  was  inser.ted  at  the  instance 
of  Lord  Bramwell.  and  was  accepted  by 
the  Government,  because  they  wen  of 
opinion  that  there  was  an  offence,  not 
dealt  with  at  present,  which  this  clause 
could  deal  with,  and  ought  to  deal  with. 
He  (Mr.  Fowler),  therefore,  asked  the 
Committee  to  retain  the  sub-section,  as 
it  dealt  with  a  matter  about  which  lav- 
yere  differed,  and  would  make  a  mis- 
demeanour of  a  very  serious  offence. 

Mr.  HOPWOOD  said,  he  did  not 
think  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Wolverhampton  (Mr.  Fowler)  had  quite 
grappled  with  what  was  before  the 
Committee.  It  was  now  conceded  that 
to  obtain  possession  of  a  woman  bj 
threats  or  intimidation  was  clearly  a 
rape  in  law.  They  had  had  some  trouble 
to  get  that  conceded ;  but  now  it  was  be- 
yond doubt.  But  it  was  further  argued 
that  there  might  be  some  threats  and 
intimidation  which  did  not  amount  to 
rape— in  cases,  for  instance,  as  he  pre- 
sumed, where  the  threats  or  intimida- 
tion had  not  procured  the  submission  of 
the  girl.  If  they  had  procured  the  sub- 
mission of  the  girl,  be  did  not  see  how 
that  could  amount  to  anything  leas  than 
rape.  It  was  urged,  then,  that  there 
was  something  less  than  rape  which  it 
was  desired  to  punish.  Bat  the  incon- 
venience in  the  matter  was  this.  They 
were  now  dealing  with  the  Criminal 
Law,  and  presumably  knew  what  they 
meant  in  proposing  these  Amendments  ; 
but  how  were  other  people  to  gather 
what  they  meant  when  they  used  in- 
volved language  of  this  sort  ?  They 
tirst  took  the  offence  of  rape,  and  then  - 
said  there  might  be  some  other  offence 
which  did  not  quite  amount  to  that,  but 
which  must  be  provided  for|;  and  the  re- 
sult would  be,  i£  this  aub-section  was 
passed,  that  iu  every  case  in  which  it 
was  proved  on  the  .trial  that  the  pri- 
soner used  threats  or  intimidation  the 
jury  would  only  find  him  guilty  of  a 
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misdemeanour.  Was  that  what  was 
really  meant?  There  ought,  for  good- 
nefis  sake,  to  be  eome  attempt  to  make 
the  lav  cosBistent,  reaaonahle,  and  clear. 
It  was  all  very  well  to  say  they  had  a 
leeal  authority  of  hi|;b  standing  in  "  an- 
other placo "  to  aasiet  in  drawing  the 
Bill;  but  that  legal  authority  was  not 
here.  If  tbey  had  him  here  he  might 
paesibly  be  converted,  for  there  was  so 
more  candid  man  alive  than  Lord  Bram- 
well.  The  clause  aa  it  stood  was  in- 
Tolred  and  mischievous.  If  they  chose 
to  make  it  a  little  more  precise  in  its  de- 
finition, well  and  good ;  it  then  might 
be  made  to  say  that  on  a  trial  for  rape 
the  jury  might  take  a  view  similar  to 
that  expressed  by  the  late  Home  Secre- 
tary (Sir  William  Harcourt),  and  find 
the  prisoner  guilty,  not  of  rape,  but 
of  something  less,  which  ought  to  be 
punished  if  the  crime  of  rape  could  not 
be  established.  If  the  jury  thought  the 
milder  oSence  was  proved,  but  not  the 
heavier  one,  they  should  be  at  liberty 
to  convict  of  the  milder  offence.  He 
(Mr.  Hopwood)  would  not  resist  a  pro- 
vision of  that  sort.  But  if  the  clause 
vere  passed  as  it  stood,  he  knew  what 
the  effect  would  be — that  the  jury  in  all 
these  cases  would  jump  to  the  conclusion 
that  only  the  milder  form  of  the  offence 
had  been  made  out.  That  might  not, 
perhaps,  be  a  bad  thing  in  itself ;  but  it 
was  not  quite  in  the  direction  of  the 
severe  Code  which  they  were  supposed 
to  be  trying  to  set  up. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  wished 
to  state  exactly  what  he  regarded  as  the 
central  feature  of  this  clause.  There 
was  a  form  of  intimidation  which  was 
not  only,  technically,  in  law  a  rape,  but 
it  would  be  held  to  bo  rape  by  any  jury 
who  tried  the  ease,  and  in  such  a  case 
the  indictment  ought  to  be  for  rape.  If 
a  man  held  a  loaded  pistol  to  a  woman's 
head,  and  said,  "  Unless  you  submit  I 
will  shoot  you,"  that  would  be,  unques- 
tionably, a  rape.  But  he  would  give 
another  illustration  of  what  be  did  not 
think — and  he  owned  that  his  opinion 
on  the  matter  was  not  of  any  great 
weight— would  amount  to  rape,  and  no 
jury  would  convict  a  man  of  rape  in  such 
a  case.  Suppose  a  man  had  had  con- 
nection with  a  woman  before  she  was 
married,  and  the  woman  afterwards 
married  another  man,  and  the  first  man 
wished  to  have  possession  of  her  again, 
and  said  to  her — "  Unless  you  come  to 
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my  house  to-night  and  submit  to  me,  I 
will  inform  your  husband  as  to  what 
were  our  relations  before  your  mar- 
riage." That  waa  not  rape — no  jury 
would  find  it  so ;  hut  was  it  a  thing 
which  was  not  to  be  punished  ?  Were 
they  to  let  one  act  of  intimidation  go 
scot  free  because  another  act  of  intimi^ 
dation  actually  amounted  to  rape  7  That 
waa  really  the  whole  case.  It  was  said 
that  such  a  provision  would  throw  con- 
fusion into  the  Criminal  Law.  Not  at 
all.  The  person  prosecuted  would  be 
dealt  with  according  to  the  facts  of  the 
case.  If  the  man  was  guilty  of  the 
first  class  of  intimidation,  he  would  be 
indicted  for  rape ;  if  for  the  second  class, 
he  would  be  indicted  under  this  clause  ; 
and  the  clause  would  be  totally  insuffi- 
cient unless  it  was  adopted  in  this 
form? 

Mr.  EDWARD  CLARKE  said,  he 
was  very  sorry  that  they  had  not  beard 
from  the  Attorney  General  a  proposal 
to  substantially  modify  or  else  to  aban- 
don the  clause,  for  it  waa  outside  the 
scope  and  purpose  of  the  Bill,  and  would 
introduce  a  new  offence  of  a  most  dan- 
gerous kind  into  theirCriminal  Law.  He 
quite  agreed  with  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Derby  (Sir  William  Harcourt) 
that  violent  intimidation  and  threats 
might  constitute  rape,  and  the  whole 
question  was  for  the  jury  whether  the 
girl  consented  or  not.  If  there  was 
violence  which  so  overwhelmed  her  mind 
that  she  submitted  without  consent,  that 
waa  rape.  But  the  illustration  which  the 
righthon.Oentlemangaveontheprevious 
night  was  the  case  of  agirlbeinginduced 
to  consent  to  surrender  herself  without 
resistance  to  her  seducer  on  his  say- 
ing that  he  would  dismiss  her  father 
from  bis  situation,  or  give  some  infor- 
mation to  somebody  about  her  own  loss 
of  virtue.  But  a  case  of  that  kind  was 
not  a  matter  which  that  House  would 
ever  protect  by  its  laws.  If  such  a  law 
were  paaseiJ,  the  result  would  be  that 
whero  it  was  discovered  that  a  gbl  had 
had  illicit  connection  with  a  man  she 
would  say — "  It  is  true  I  submitted  my- 
aelf,  and  accompanied  him  to  a  placo 
where  he  took  possession  of  my  per- 
son, and  that  1  made  no  resistance; 
but  then  be  told  me  that  if  I  did  not 
allow  him  to  do  what  ho  wished,  ho 
would  tell  stories  about  me,  or  get  me 
dismissed,  or  my  father  dismisssd." 
That  waa  an  accusation  which  no  t 
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could  combat  or  defend  himself  agtiinst 
— an  acctieation  which  there  was  not  the 
least  occasion  in  this  Bill  for  the  6rst 
time  to  turn  into  a  crime.  There 
no  difficulty  about  the  matter.  If  the 
clause  were  passed,  that  which 
hitherto  been  a  rape  by  Common  Law 
would  still  be  a  rape,  although  it  might 
come  in  the  category  described  by  the 
clause ;  but  tho  real  efTect  of  the  clause 
would  be  to  enlarge  the  Criminal  Law 
by  making  that  a  crime  in  future  which 
had  not  been  a  crime  hitherto,  and 
which,  as  be  believed,  there  was  no  ne- 
cessity at  all  for  making  into  a  crime.  It 
would  be  a  crime  the  accusation  of  which 
it  would  be  impossible  for  people  to  de- 
fend tbecnselTes  from.  ITnaer  those 
circumstances,  and  as  it  bad  nothing  to 
do  with  the  protection  of  women  or 
children,  it  would  be  far  wiser  for  the 
Committee  to  hold  by  the  law  as  it  had 
existed  for  so  many  years,  and  not  ex- 
tend it  in  the  way  proposed.  The  law 
of  false  represcntatiun  and  preteuces 
was  an  entirely  different  matter.  So 
long  ago  as  the  fifth  year  of  this  Beign, 
the  late  Bishop  Wilborforce  succeeded 
in  passing  that  into  law.  Ho  (Mr. 
Clarke)  did  not  know  that  there  had 
been  any  indictment  under  it ;  but  there 
it  was,  and  perhaps  it  was  as  well 
that  it  should  be  left  on  the  Statute 
Book.  He  hoped  the  Committee  would 
not  dangerously  undertake  to  enlarge 
the  law  m  the  manner  now  proposed. 

Mb.  west  said,  he  thought  there 
was  a  deficiency  in  the  law  which  ought 
to  be  remedied.  He  had  frequently 
beard,  as  other  bon.  Members  must 
have  done,  cases  where  a  girl  had  re- 
sisted with  her  whole  strength  up  to  a 
certain  point,  and  then,  overcome  partly 
by  fear  and  partly  by  threats,  had  given 
way,  and  submitted  to  be  ravished,  and 
because  she  had  not  resisted  to  the  end 
the  prisoner  had  been  acquitted.  It 
bad  been  said  that  a,  threat  or  intimida- 
tion might  amount  to  rape ;  but  such  a 
case  was  very  rare,  as  such  threat  or  in- 
timidation must  be  of  such  a  character 
as  to  deprive  a  woman  of  her  power  of 
resistance.  He  was  so  anxious  that  the 
Bill  should  pass  as  speedily  as  possible 
that  he  would  not  propose  any  Amend- 
ment ;  but  he  quite  agreed  with  the  ob- 
servation of  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
the  Member  fur  Stockport  (Mr.  Hop- 
wood)  that  the  clause  should  be 
amended  in  this  particular— that,  as 
Mr.  Edicai-d  Ctarh 


in  many  other  crimiaal  cases,  it  'should 
be  enacted  that  upon  a  trial  for  rape  it 
might  be  permitted  to  the  jury  to  find 
the  prisoner  guilty  of  a  misdemeanour. 
That  was  a  well-known  enactment  in 
many  Acts  of  Parliament ;  and  he 
thought  that  if  this  clause  were  bo  al- 
tered it  would  be  considerably  im- 
proved, and  would  become  a  very  valu- 
able provision  for  protecting  many 
women  who  were  not  protected  as  the 
law  stood  at  present. 

The  attorney  QENEEAL  (Sir 
HiCHABD  Webster)  said,  the  reason 
why  he  had  not  risen  before  to-night 
was  because  he  expressed  his  view  of 
this  particular  point  as  thoroughly  as 
he  possibly  could  on  the  previous  even- 
ing. As  to  the  views  advanced  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Slookport 
{Mr.  Hopwood)  and  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Plymouth  (Mr. 
Clarke),  he  had  never  contended  that 
there  might  not  be  threats  and  intimi- 
dation which  amounted  to  rape.  He 
was  glad  to  find  that  two  hon.  and 
learned  Members  whose  opinions  on  the 
Criminal  Law  were  so  much  more  valu- 
able than  his  own  had  repeated  the  law 
as  he  laid  it  down  last  night.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Plymouth 
agreed  with  him  that  if  the  offence  now 
aimed  at  was  to  be  punished,  it  was  an 
ofience  which  did  not  amount  to  rape — 
that  there  were,  in  fact,  ofiiauces  of  this 
nature  which  were  not  covered  by  the 
law  of  rape.  The  simple  question  was 
whether  they  were  offencee  which  ought 
to  come  within  the  law  or  not.  He 
thought  they  should ;  and  he  asked 
the  Committee  to  deolare  that  th^ 
ought  to  be  admitted  to  the  Crimio^ 
Law. 

Mb.  hopwood  wished  to  know 
how  this  point  oould  be  got  over,  that 
where  a  man  was  indicted  for  rape  it 
might  be  urged  that  it  was  procured 
by  threats  and  intimidation,  and  a  re- 
ference to  this  Statute  would  be  made 
to  show  that  it  was  a  misdemeanour,  and 
thereupon  the  Judge  would  be  obliged 
to  acquit  the  prisoner  of  the  charge  of 
rape '} 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
RicHAKD  Webstee)  said,  the  safest  and 
the  simplest  way  would  be  to  insert 
words  to  meet  tho  case. 

The  SECRKTAEY  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  B. 
AssuETon   Cross)  suggeatod  that   the 
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necessary  Amendment  m.ight  be  made 
in  Clause  8. 

Ma.  HOPWOOD  eaid,  ttat  onder 
tlioae  circnmetances  he  would  withdniir 
his  Amendmeiit. 

Mr.  WABTON  said,  the  question  of 
consent  was  for  the  jury  to  determine — 
it  was  for  them  to  say  whether' the  girl 
had  submitted  under  threats  or  not. 
He  threw  aside  all  refining  arguments 
about  the  extent  of  the  intimidation — 
the  real  question  was  whether  the  woman 
consented  or  not.  He  protested  most 
strongly  against  putting  these  words  in. 
He  knew  the  learned  Attorney  General 
was  distinguished  in  all  other  branches 
of  the  law  except  the  Criminal  Law ;  and 
be  would  ask  him  whether  he  would 
assent  to  the  introduction  of  some  words 
in  the  first  line  of  the  sub-section  to  the 
effect  that  the  offence  of  intimidation  did 
not  amount  to  rape,  or  whether  it  would 
be  wiser  to  omit  the  sub-section  alto- 
gether, and  leave  to  Clause  8  the  con- 
sideration of  what  did  and  what  did  not 
amount  to  rape  ?  He  (Mr.  Warton)  was 
not  going  to  be  bound  down  by  authority ; 
and  he  would  say  that  whoerer  drew 
np  the  clause,  eren  though  it  was  Lord 
Bramwell  himself,  had  mixed  up  three 
or  four  things  which  ought  to  have  been 
hept  separate. 

Mb.  Seiue^kt  SIMON  said,  he  had 
no  wish  to  keep  up  the  discussion ; 
but  he  was  bound  to  say  that  he  was 
not  satdsfied  with  the  explanation  of  the 
clause  which  had  been  given.  It  was  a 
case  of  rape  or  no  rape,  and  in  order  to 
punish  rape  there  mnat  he  such  an  over- 
powering of  the  will  of  the  woman  as 
to  leave  her  no  alternative  but  absolute 
suhmission.  They  might  draw  the  line 
as  finely  as  they  could  about  the  precise 
degree  of  intimidation,  but  it  would  be 
of  very  little  use.  It  was  a  great  many 
years  since  he  had  been  in  a  Criminal 
Court;  buthisrecoUeetionwasthatitwae 
a  matter  of  extreme  difGcuIty  to  procure 
a  conviction  in  cases  of  rape  upon  adults. 
The  right  hon.  Member  for  Derby  (Sir 
William  Harcourt)  had  put  two  cases  to 
the  Committee— one,  the  case  of  a  threat 
by  a  paramour  ;  the  other,  the  case  of  a 
threat  to  discharge  the  girl  or  her 
father  from  a  situation.  But  no  jury 
wonid  give  a  conviction  in  cases  of  that 
kind,  because  they  would  not  consider 
that  the  influence  on  the  mind  of  the 
person  who  submitted  was  of  that  nature 
which  was  necessary  to  constitute  crime 


on  the  part  of  the  assailant.  In  a  case 
of  rape  it  would  be  necessary  to  show 
that  the  will  of  the  person  who  sub- 
mitted had  been  completely  overcome 
and  overpowered.  He,  therefore,  ven- 
tured to  submit  to  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  the  Attorney  General  that  the 
wording  of  the  clause  should  be  so 
amended  as  to  make  the  crime  consist, 
not  in  the  success  of  the  person  charged 
in  having  overcome  the  woman,  but  in 
the  threat  and  intimidation ;  and  he 
would  suggest  that  these  words  should 
be  inserted — 

"Any  penon  *lio  shall  threaten  or  who 
■hall  u«B  intimidation  in  order  to  piocure  anj 
wommn  or  girl  to  tuLve  unlawful  couneutiOD 
iholl  be  guilty  of  a  miBdemeitnour.'' 
That  would  make  the  threat,  and  not 
its  success,  the  offence.  Such  an  altera- 
tion would  cover  the  cases  mentioned  by 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Derby.  If 
necessary,  he  (Mr.  Serjeant  Simon) 
would  himself  propose  an  Amendment 
to  that  efifeot ;  but  in  the  meanwhile  he 
merely  threw  out  the  suggestion  to  see 
whether  the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
General  would  be  willing  to  adopt  it. 

The  ATTOENEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
StCHARD  Webstsk)  said,  he  quite  ad- 
mitted that  there  were  threats  and  inti- 
midation which  would  constitute  rape ; 
but  there  were  threats  and  intimidation 
which  would  not,  and  the  question  was 
whether  the  latter  should  go  without 
punishment.  He  was  not  prepared, 
therefore,  to  accept  the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  teithirawn. 

Mr.  Serjeant  SIMON  said,  he  would 
now  propose  the  Amendment  which 
ho  had  just  mentioned,  the  object 
of  which  was  to  make  it  an  oGFence  to 
threaten  or  to  use  intimidation  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  the  woman's  con- 
sent. He  proposed  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  by  threats  or  intimidation  pro- 
cures or  endeavours  to  procure,"  in  order 
to  insert  the  words  "  any  person  who 
shall  threaten  to  use  intimidation  in 
order  to  procure,"  &c. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  I,  line  22,  to  leave  out  the  words 
"  by  Ihreata  or  intimidation  piocuree  or  en- 
deavoura,"  in  ordar  to  iassrt  the  worde  "aball 
threaten  to  me  intimidation  in  order." — (Jfr. 
Serjeant  Simon.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
sub-section,"  __ 
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SiK  WILLIAM  HAECOUIiT  said,  he 
was  sure  that  his  hon.  aod  learned 
Friend  would  be  sorry  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  Committee  unneceeaarily. 
The  words,  howevei',  "by  threats  or 
iutimidatioa  procures  or  endeavours  to 
procure"  were  in  the  clause  already, 
and  always  had  beon,  and  they  entirely 
co7ered  the  Amendment  of  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend.  In  point  of  fact,  tho 
words  of  the  aub-seotion,  as  they  atood, 
were  atrouger  than  those  proposed  in 
the  Amendment.  Am  a  matter  of  fact, 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  proposed  t« 
leave  only  the  threats,  without  touching 
the  result  produced  by  those  threats. 

Mb.  Sebjeant  SIMON  said,  tbat  if 
his  Amendment  were  adopted  the  words 
"  to  procure  unlawful  connection  "  would 
still  remain ;  and  it  was  because  he 
believed  that  the  clause  would  other- 
wise be  a  failure  that  he  proposed  to 
make  the  threat  to  procure  an  offence. 
He  believed  that  that  was  the  only  way 
of  giving  real  life  and  effect  to  tho 
clause. 

Mb.  FLOYER  said,  he  was  inclined 
to  agree  with  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member.  He  thought  it  was  very  im- 
portant to  keep  the  two  claessB  of  offence 
— rape  and  procuring — perfectly  distinct 
from  each  other.  In  the  one  case,  where 
threats  only  were  used,  and  by  those 
threats  unlawful  connection  was  brought 
about,  everybody  would  understand  that 
tbat  was  a  rape,  and,  therefore,  punish- 
able with  a  higher  sentence.  But  what 
they  now  wanted  to  secure  was  that  if  a 
person  should  endeavour  by  threats  to 
procure  either  by  himself,  or  any  other 
person,  unlawful  connection,  and  con- 
nection did  not  follow,  that  that  should 
be  a  punishable  offenoe  also.  He  under- 
stood that  the  Amendment,  if  adopted, 
would  punish  the  offence  of  using 
threats,  and  in  that  way  two  distinct 
offences  would  be  created.  The  higher 
offence  was  already  punishable,  and  it 
ought  to  be  kept  quite  distinct  from  the 
minor  offence.  He  thought  that  the 
object  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Oentle- 
man  was  a  very  good  one,  and  so  far  as 
he  understood  it  at  the  present  moment 
he  should  certainly  support  it. 

Ma.  AVAKTON  agreed  with  the  hon. 
and  learned  Oentleman  in  the  object  of 
his  Amendment,  but  not  as  to  the  way 
in  which  he  proposed  to  carry  it  out. 

Amendment  ntgativeA. 


Captain  PEICE  wished  to  ast  the 
ruling  of  the  Chair  whether  tho  word 
"threats"  now  stood  part  of  tho  sob- 
section  or  not? 

Tu£  CHAIRMAN  replied  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

Captain  PRICE  said,  he  would  moce 
then  the  omission  of  the  word  "threats" 
in  order  to  substitute  tho  words  "  fraudu- 
lent means."  His  object  was  to  simplify 
the  clause,  and  to  make  it  an  offence  for 
any  person  who  "  by  fraudulent  means 
or  intimidation  procures."  He  hoped 
the  Committee  would  accept  the  Amend- 
ment, because,  if  it  were  adopted,  he 
thought  it  might  be  possible  to  leave 
out  Sub-sections  2  and  3  altogether.  It 
must  be  quite  clear  that  the  word  "  in- 
timidation "  covered  the  word  "throats." 
Anyone  who  used  threats  must  be  said 
to  intimidate.  He  did  not  know  whe- 
ther there  was  any  subtle  distinction  in 
the  legal  mind  between  the  two  terms, 
but  he  wanted  to  make  it  perfectly 
clear ;  and,  therefore,  he  proposed  to 
leave  out  the  word  "threats."  In  the 
2nd  Biib -section  false  pretences  and 
false  representations  were  included  in 
the  words  "  fraudulent  means."  In  fact, 
it  was  apparent  that  that  must  be  the 
object  of  the  framer  of  the  BUI,  because 
the  Bub-sectiou  said  "false  pretences, 
false  representations,  or  other  fraudulent 
means,"  clearly  shoving  that  both  were 
cousidered  to  be  a  species  of  fraudulent 
means. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  pige  I,  line  22,  to  leava  ont  tlie  word 
"threat*,"  and  ioMrt  the  word) " &«aduUat 
meuiB."— (Captain  Frici.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  threats '  stand  part  of  the  sub-section." 

The  8E0EETAET  of  STATE  (Sir 
£.  AssitEToN  Cross)  said,  that  as  this 
Amendment  had  been  practically  dis- 
cussed for  several  hours  on  a  previous 
evening,  he  hoped  the  word  "  threats  " 
would  be  allowed  to  stand.  He  quite 
sympathized  with  the  object  of  his  hon. 
andgallantFriondindesiring  to  simplify 
the  clause,  and  the  second  Amendment  on 
the  Paper  was  one  in  his  own  name,  in 
which  he  proposed  to  insert,  after  "  in- 
timidation," the  words — 

"  Or  by  false  prntoncea,  fa 
or  other  frauduUnt  moaDS," 

with  a  view  of  moving  afterwards  the 
omission  of  Sub-sections  2  and  8.  The 
reason  why  the  words  "fraudulent  re- 
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presentations "  were  inaerted,  as  well 
as  "  fraudulent  means,"  was  that  tbey 
already  appeared  in  an  existing  Statute, 
and  therefore  it  was  desirable  to  retain 
the  same  words  in  this  instance. 

Mb.  M'COAN  wished  to  ask  a  ques- 
tion with  regard  to  tho  words  in  line  23. 
The  Bnb-eection  read — 

**  By  threata  or  intimidation  procuTM,  or  m- 
deavonra  to  procure,  an<r  woman  or  Rirl  to  hare 
onlftwful  carnal  eonoection." 

He  had  carefully  studied  the  provisions 
of  the  Bill  during  the  last  fortnight  or 
three  weeks;  but  he  failed  to  under- 
stand what  was  meant  by  the  phrase 
"  unlawful  carnal  connection,"  because 
the  carnal  connection,  in  older  to  be 
punishable,  must  be  unlawful,  illicit 
connection  not  being  unlawful  in  itself. 
He  wished  to  know  whether  there  was 
any  special  meaning  attached  to  the 
word  "  unlawful  ?  " 

The  SEOHETAET  of  STATE  (Sir 
E.  Abshetom  Cross)  said,  the  words 
which  appeared  in  the  clause  were 
words  whioh  were  used  in  the  old  Sta- 
tute, and  they  were  thorou^ly  and 
perfectly  well  understood.  For  that 
ruason  they  had  been  retained  in  the 
present  Bill. 

Amendment  lugalivtd, 
■  Thb  SECEETABT  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AssHBTON  Cboss)  Said,  he  would  now 
propose  the  Amendment  to  which  he 
had  jnst  referred — namely,  to  insert, 
after  "  intimidation,  the  words — 

"  FaliM  preUDO 
otlier  fntadolent  m 

His  object  in  proposing  the  Amendment 
was  to  put  the  three  sub-sections  into 
one.  Ae  they  stood  at  present,  they 
rendered  the  clause  absolute  nonsense, 
and  the  object  of  the  Amendment  was 
to  simplify  it. 

Amendment  proposed, 

Inpaga  1,  line  33,  after  tb«  word  "intimidi- 
tion."  to  insart  the  words  '*  or  by  falae  pre> 
tencea,  falae  rapreasntationa,  or  other  fnndulent 
meana."— (5ir  S.  Auhttoa  Civ.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  worda 
be  there  inserted." 

Mb.  GBEGOBT  pointed  out  that 
there  was  a  Proviso  to  the  2nd  sub- 
section prDviding  that  it  should  not 
apply  where  the  woman  or  girl  knew 
that  the  connection  brought  about  by 
means  of  false  pretences,  falae  repre- 
sentations, or  other  fraudnlent  means, 
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was  unlawful.  There  was  also  a  dis- 
tinction in  the  two  offences  defined  by 
the  lat  and  2nd  sub-section.  The  lat 
sub-section  made  any  person  punishable 
who,  by  threats  or  intimidation,  pro- 
cured, or  endeavoured  to  procure;  while 
the  2nd  sub-section  made  it  a  punishable 
offence  for  any  person,  by  false  pretences, 
false  representations,  or  other  fraudu- 
lent means,  to  procure. 

The  8ECEETAEY  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AssHETOK  Gross]  said,  he  thought 
that  the  whole  case  was  covered  by  the 
words  he  proposed  to  insert,  which 
provided  that  it  should  be  punishable 
for  any  person,  by  threats  or  intimida* 
tion,  or  by  false  pretences,  false  repre- 
sentations, or  other  fraudulent  means, 
to  procure,  or  endeavour  to  procure. 

Mr.  HOPWOOD  said,  he  had  some 
difficulty  in  knowing  what  was  actually 
going  on  in  the  Committee.  So  far  as 
he  could  nnderstand,  it  was  proposed  to 
mako  the  offence  of  endeavouring  to 
procure  a  punishable  offence  ;  but  it 
would  leave  the  offence  of  procunne 
untouched.  ["  No !  "\  That  only  showed 
the  difficulty  of  knowingwhat  was  going 
on.  He  warned  the  Committee  that  it 
conldmake  no  difference  whether  fraudu- 
lent means,  or  false  pretences,  or  false 
representations  were  used,  so  long  as 
the  person  principally  interested  was 
not  deceived. 

Mr.  EDWABD  CLARKE  said,  that 
before  the  Amendment  was  accepted, 
the  Committee  ought  to  know  that  the 
effect  of  it  would  be  to  repeal  the  49th 
section  of  24  &  25  Viet.  That  section, 
which  had  been  in  operation  for  many 
years,  limited  the  age  of  a  person  upon 
whom  false  representation  could  be  im< 
posed  to  21  years;  and  the  effect  of  the 
alteration  now  proposed  was  to  repeal 
that  limitation  of  21  years,  and  to  steike 
out  the  clause  from  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, 24  &,  25  Viet.  He  confessed  his 
own  opinion  was  that  when  they  had 
a  clause  already  in  operation  in  an 
existing  Statute,  and  which  had  been  in 
operation  for  a  considerable  time,  it 
would  be  a  great  pity  to  repeal  it  in 
order  to  substitute  something  that  waa 
substantially  the  same  in  a  new  Act. 
He  thought  it  would  be  far  better  to 
leave  the  old  Act  in  force. 

8m  WILLIAM  HABCOUBT  said, 
it  was  quite  true  that  there  was  a  clause 
to  that  effect  in  the  49tb  section  of 
34  &  25  Vict.,  making  it  an  offence  to 
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procnre  improper  connection  vith  a' 
woman  under  21  years  of  age  by  threats. 
It  tras  now  proposed  to  add  to  the  offence 
intimidation ;  and  he  did  not  see  why 
procuriDg  by  means  of  false  representa- 
tion should  not  he  an  offence  in  regard 
to  a  woman  of  25  or  30,  as  well  as  to  one 
nuder  2 1  years  of  age.  In  all  other  re- 
spects the  existing  law  would  remain. 
He  thought  that  the  proposals  of  the 
Home  Secretary  were  right,  and  he 
hoped  the  Committee  would  adopt  tfaem. 

Mb.  LABOUCHEEE  said,  he  would 
like  to  know  precisely  what  those  words 
meant.  For  instance,  supposing  a  man 
were  to  promise  a  woman  £100,  which, 
in  the  case  of  a  Member  of  that  House, 
would  probably  not  be  considered  very 
much,  and  then  were  only  to  give  her 
£50,  the  question  might  be  raised  whe- 
ther, in  such  a  case,  tbere  had  not  been 
a  fraudulent  pretence. 

The  attorney  GENEEAL  {Sir 
SiCHABD  Webstkb}  said,  that  the  words 
"fraudulent  pretence  "  were  very  well 
understood  in  law  by  those  who  ad- 
ministered an  Act  of  Parliament.  He 
seldom  differed  from  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Member  for  Ply- 
mouth (Mr.  Clarke)  in  regard  to  a 
matter  of  Criminal  Law ;  but  in  this 
instance  he  could  not  quite  agree  with 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend,  who  ex- 
pressed bis  disioclination  to  repeal  a 
section  of  an  old  Act  of  Parliament,  in 
order  to  put  itinto  a  new  one.  He  (the 
Attorney  General)  thought  it  would  be 
more  coDTenient  to  repeal  the  section  of 
the  existing  law,  and  to  place  it  in  the 
new  Act.  Sometimes  a  difficulty  arose 
from  haviDg  a  number  of  sections  con- 
tained in  different  Acts  of  Parliament; 
and  it  was  much  better,  when  they 
clearly  knew  what  they  intended  to  do, 
to  put  the  section  in  a  new  Act. 

Ma.  LYULPH  STANLEY  said,  he 
thought  that  this  Amendment,  coupled 
with  the  obserration  of  the  Home  Secre- 
tary, that  he  intended  to  propose  the 
omission  of  Sections  2  and  3,  made  the 

Sroposal  a  somewhat  dangerous  and 
ifficult  one.  The  Froviso,  as  it  stood, 
enacted  that  where  a  woman  consented, 
no  matter  by  what  means  that  consent 
was  brought  about,  the  false  pretence 
was  not  to  apply ;  but  it  was  now  pro- 
posed that  where  a  woman  was  induced 
to  consent  by  false  pretences,  false  re- 
presentations, or  other  fraudulent  means, 
although  she  knew  perfectly  well  what 
Sir  William  ffarcouri 
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it  was  she  was  consenting  to,  the  clause 
should  apply.  As  he  r€«d  the  Proriao 
and  the  clause  together,  it  made  it 
punishable  for  any  deception  to  be  re- 
sorted to,  like  a  mock  marriage,  or 
something  of  that  kind,  where  a  woman 
was  induced  to  sacrifice  her  virtue  by 
means  of  fraud  or  deceit ;  and  any  man 
who  took  advantage  of  such  false  repre- 
sentation or  deceit  to  obtain  connection 
with  a  woman  who  was  not  married  to 
htm  would,  on  conviction,  be  liable  to 
imprisonment  for  two  years.  It  vas  aH 
very  well  to  say  tbattbe  words  proposed 
to  be  added  in  reference  to  fraudulent 
pretences  and  fraudulent  representa- 
tioDS  occurred  in  an  existing  Act  of 
Parliament;  but  be  was  not  aware — 
and  perhaps  some  Member  of  the  Go- 
vernment wonld  inform  him  if  it  was  so 
— that  any  judicial  interpretation  of 
those  words  had  been  given,  or  whether 
any  case  bad  been  decided.  He  knew 
that  in  the  ordinary  Criminal  Law  the 
obtaining  of  goods  by  false  preteneea 
was  open  to  a  variety  of  interpretations; 
and  kuowing  that  fraudulent  means  and 
fraudulent  dsTioes  were  liable  to  be  in- 
terpreted in  an  extremely  wide  sense, 
he  wished  to  know  how  those  words 
were  likely  to  be  construed  iu  this  par- 
ticular instance?  Would  oonspirooy, 
for  instance,  be  construed  in  the  same' 
manner  as  an  ordinary  indictment  for 
false  pretences  ?  The  case  put  by  tba 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton  (Hr. 
Labonchere)  would  not  be  one  of  ordi- 
nary false  pretences,  but  was  a  promise 
of  something  in  the  future  which  was  not 
performedinitsentirety.  Wasitintended 
tinder  the  clause  that  a  man  who  promised 
marriage  to  a  woman,  and  by  mat  pro- 
mise secured  possession  of  her,  if  he  did 
not  afterwards  marry  her,  might  be  ac- 
cused of  having  obtained  possession  of 
her  by  fraudulent  means?  That  was  a 
very  serious  point,  for  he  believed  that 
in  Uiis  country  it  had  not  boon  onoom- 
mon  to  obtain  possession  of  a  woumb 
under  premise  of  marriage.  Was  it  to 
be  set  np  that  in  such  cases,  in  future, 
there  wonld  be  the  prospect  of  an  in- 
dictment for  procuring  a  woman  under 


false  pretences,  false  representatioiu,  or 
other  fraudulent  means  ?  He  thought 
there  ought  to  be  some  illustration  given 
to  show  what  kind  of  false  pretenres 
would  be  punishable.  It  would  be  too 
much  for  a  woman  to  induce  a  man 
knowingly  and  willingly  to  go  with  her. 
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and  then  to  turn  round  and  give  bim 
two  years'  impriBonment  on  tbe  charge 
that  she  had  been  influenced  br  the 
false  representationa  made  to  her.  He 
thought  that  would  be  catrjing  the 
Criminal  Law  to  a  dangerous  length. 

Me.  cavendish  BENTINCK  said, 
he  entirely  agreed  with  the  obeeirations 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down.  He  saw  great  danger  in  the 
clause,  especially  as  there  waa  to  be  no 
limitation  in  regard  to  age.  Hs  also 
concurred  entirely  with  the  view  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Plymouth 
(Mr.  Clarke).  When  the  hon.  Member 
forNorthampton(Mr.  Labouchere)a9ked 
what  fraudulent  pretences  meant,  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attor- 
ney General  gave  a  very  vague  and  in- 
definite answer.  He  simply  referred  to 
some  proriaions  in  other  Acta  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  but  he  did  not  inform  the  Com- 
mittee that  they  were  in  any  way  ana- 
logouB  to  the  clause  it  waa  now  pro- 
posed to  insert.  He  could  not,  for  the 
Ufe  of  him,  understand  why,  if  a  man 
obtained  posaession  of  a  certain  thing 
on  the  promise  to  pay  a  certain  sum  of 
money,  and  then  did  not  ]pay  the  whole 
of  it,  he  ahould  be  found  guilty  of  having 
made  a  fraudulent  representation.  The 
case  of  a  mock  marriage  instanced  by  tbe 
hon.  Member  for  Oldham  (Mr.  Lyulph 
Stanley)  waa  one  that  was  quite  to  the 
point ;  and  he  (Mr.  Cavendiah  Beutinck) 
would  add  another  which  had  been 
brought  to  his  recollection  by  an  ob- 
servation which  had  been  made  by  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Taunton  (Sir  Henry  James).  He  re- 
ferred to  tbe  case  of  marrying  a  de- 
ceased wife's  aister.  It  certamly  ap- 
peared to  bim  that  if  they  passed  this 
clause  every  man  who  married  his  wife's 
dster  would  run  the  risk  of  being  tried 
for  miedemeanour.  He  had  supported 
the  validity  of  each  marriages  ever 
since  he  had  had  the  honour  of  a  seat 
in  that  House.  Ha  believed  that  a 
large  number  of  auch  marriages  were 
contracted  by  women  who  did  not  know 
that  they  were  in  every  way  illegal ;  and 
the  adoption  of  this  clause,  in  its  pre- 
sent shape,  might  affect  the  persons  who 
contracted  auch  marriages,  not  only 
whether  they  were  contracted  in  Eng- 
land, but  abroad.  He  knew  that  there 
were  many  cases  where  a  man  who  de- 
sired to  marry  his  deceased  wife's  sister, 
and   knowing   that   he  conld  not   be 


legally  married  in  England,  thought 
that  by  going  to  another  country  where 
such  a  marriage  was  not  unlawful  he 
rendered  it  legal  ao  far  aa  tbia  country 
was  concerned.  Of  course,  that  waa 
done  in  ignorance  of  the  law ;  but  mar- 
riages of  that  kind  did  take  placeabroad, 
and,  having  been  consummated,  tbe  per- 
sons who  nad  contracted  them  came 
back  to  England,  when  the  woman  found 
that,  according  to  the  law  of  England, 
she  was  no  longer  her  brother-in-law's 
wife.  In  such  a  case,  would  it  be  held 
that  he  had  obt^ned  possession  of  her 


came  under  his  cognizance  a  few  years 
ago,  where  a  highly  respectable  Soman 
Catholic  priest  discovered  that  be  had 
rendered  himself  liable  to  a  charge 
of  felony  by  having  performed  the 
marriage  ceremony  in  one  of  these 
coses,  and  when  the  Begistrar  was  not 
present.  It  might  not  be  known  to  all 
Members  of  the  House  that  marriage 
with  a  deceased  wife's  sister,  in  the 
event  of  certain  formalities  being 
complied  with,  were  valid  in  the  Iloman 
Catholic  Church.  If  a  man  was  de- 
sirous of  contracting  a  marriage  with 
his  deceased  wife's  sister,  and  waa  told 
that  be  could  not  do  so  lawfully,  he  had 
only  to  go  to  his  priest,  and,  having  ob- 
tained the  formality  of  a  dispenaation, 
the  marriage,  according  to  the  regula- 
tions of  the  Boman  Catholio  Church, 
was  lawful.  A  woman,  therefore,  under 
such  circumstances,  would  be  induced  to 
believe  that  on  receiving  a  dispensation 
the  marriage  was  perfectly  lawful,  and 
that  she  was  the  genuine  wife  of  her 
brother-in-law.  But,  under  this  clause, 
if  the  brother-in-law  discarded  her,  as 
be  would  be  entitled  to  do,  seeing  that 
the  marriage,  according  to  the  law  of 
the  land,  was  unlawful,  he  might  find 
that  he  had  placed  himself  in  a  position 
to  be  indicted  for  the  criminal  offence 
of  misdemeanour.  At  present  the  law 
limited  the  age  at  whioh  a  woman  conld 
be  deceived  by  fraudulent  representa- 
tions to  2 1  years ;  and  he  was  astonished 
to  hear  a  man  of  the  experience  of  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Derby  (Sir 
William  Harcourt)  declare  that  the  age 
of  the  women  made  no  difference,  but 
that  the  provisions  of  the  law  ought  to 
be  extended,  no  matter  what  the  age 
was.  Surely  tbe  right  hon.  Gentleman 
knew  that  there  were  constant  instanoea 
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of  extortion  where  a  vomaTi  Bought  to 
obtain  money  by  bringing  charges  of  an 
improper  character  against  a  man. 
Almost  every  day  cases  of  that  kind 
were  to  be  fonnd  in  the  newspapers. 
Not  more  than  three  days  ago  be  saw  a 
report  of  the  case  of  a  woman  of  17 
years  of  age  who  was  tried  at  the  Dur- 
ham Assizes  on  seven  distinct  charges 
of  extortion.  The  right  boa.  Uende- 
man  the  Home  Seoretary  talked  about 
the  purity  of  their  homes  being  in- 
vaded; but  he  would  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  how  be  regarded  that  ques- 
tion in  reference  to  the  male  sex  ?  Were 
tbey  to  have  no  care  of  their  young 
men  ?  By  raising  the  age  of  protection 
for  women,  were  they  to  throw  the  door 
open  to  every  species  of  extortion  against 
young  men  ?  He  failed  to  see  why  they 
should  extend  the  present  limit  of  21 
years.  He  bad  certainly  heard  no  serious 
objection  to  that  limit  being  retained. 

Sir  HENEY  JAMES  said,  he  thought 
the  Oommittee  ought  to  bear  in  mind 
two  things — namely,  the  offence  with 
which  they  were  dealing,  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  giving  no  facility  for  trump- 
ing up  false  charges.  This  sub-section, 
as  had  been  pointed  out,  was  nothing 
but  the  re-enactment  of  the  49th  section 
of  24  &  25  Tict.,  except  in  regard  to  the 
limit  of  ago.  The  clause,  as  it  stood, 
contained  a  Proviso  in  Sub-sections  2 
and  8,  which  took  away  the  benefits  of 
the  old  Statute  of  24  &  25  Ftet.  as  to 
age.  Therefore,  in  extending  the  limit 
of  age  it  was  desirable,  on  various 
grounds,  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  possibility  of  false  charges  being 
made.  Under  tbe  words  "  false  repre- 
seatatione  or  other  fraudulent  means,"  if 
a  designing  woman  were  prepared  to 
say  "  tbe  man  promised  to  give  me  20*. 
and  only  gave  me  10*. ;  and  that  was 
all  ha  had  to  give  me,"  that  would  be  a 
false  representation.  It  was  necessary 
for  the  Oommittee  to  see  that  they  bad 
to  steer  their  course  between  two  diffi- 
culties ;  and  he  would  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill,  inas- 
much as  he  understood  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  intended  to  move  to  strike 
out  the  Proviso  in  Sub-sections  2  and  3, 
if  it  would  not  meet  the  difficulty,  to 
some  extent,  by  saying  that  those  two 
sub-sections  should  not  apply  to  women 
of  known  immoral  character  F  [Sir  B. 
AssiiETtiN  Oross  replied  in  the  affirma- 
tive.] If  that  were  so,  the  man  would 
^r.  Caiendith  BnHnek 


be  protected  from  any  false  charge  made 
by  a  woman  of  known  immoral  cha- 
racter. He  did  not  know  that  that 
would  meet  tbe  difficulty  altogether; 
but  he  thought  it  would  meet  the  danger 
of  those  false  charges  being  made. 

Mb.  EDWARD  CLARKE  said,  he 
was  glad  to  hear  from  the  late  Attorney 
General  the  euggestion  that  the  Oom- 
mittee should,  to  some  extent,  modify 
what  might  be  a  dangerous  course  in 
the  matter.  He  certainly  objected  to 
repeal  old  Statutes  in  order  to  put  them 
into  new  ones.  The  Act  of  24  &  25 
Viet.,  c.  100,  was  an  Act  to  consolidate 
the  Statute  Law  of  England  and  Ire- 
land relating  to  acts  against  the  per- 
son. It  was  proposed  to  repeal  the 
49th  section  of  that  Act,  and  supple- 
ment the  Onde  by  inserting  the  present 
clause  in  the  Bill ;  but  he  did  not  see 
why  they  should  take  a  section  out  of 
that  Statute,  repeal  it,  and  Uien  put 
it  into  another  Statute.  So  far  as 
false  pretences  was  concerned,  he  saw  no 
reason  why  there  should  be  any  Limita- 
tion of  age.  A  man  might  jnst  as  rea- 
sonably impose  upon  a  woman  of  30  as 
upon  a  girl  of  15  ;  but  the  difficult  was 
in  rendering  a  young  man  liable  to 
two  years'  imprisonment  if  he  ooeiced 
a  woman  of  SO,  who  was  certainly  not 
likely  to  be  overawed  by  any  menace 
or  representation  a  youth  might  make. 
The  result  might  be  that  a  woman  who 
willingly  gave  herself  to  the  embraces 
of  a  man  might  afterwards  come  forward 
and  say  that  she  had  done  so  in  oonse- 
quence  of  having  been  intimidated.  Of 
course,  there  would  not  be  much  danger 
in  the  case  of  women  of  known  immoral 
character  ;  but  tbe  danger  would  ansa 
in  dealing  with  women  whose  previous 
immorality  could  not  be  proved. 

Mb.  B.  T.  BGID  remarked,  that  the 
words  "false  representations,  false  pre- 
tences, and  other  frandulent  means," 
were  taken  from  the  Act  of  1B60,  and 
they  were  perfectly  well  understood. 
He  did  not  understand,  for  a  moment, 
that  the  case  which  bad  been  suggested 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton 
(Mr.  Labonchere)  of  offering  s  particular 
sum  of  money,  and  then  paying  less, 
would  afford  any  ground  for  an  indict- 
ment onder  this  section.  He  there- 
fore failed  to  see  what  practioal  object 
would  be  attained  by  adopting  tbe  sug- 
gestion of  the  late  Attorney  Genem 
(Sir  Henr^  James). 
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Mb.  GBEQORY  vas  of  opioion  that 

something  should  he  done  to  prevent 
extortion  on  the  part  of  persons  of  im- 
moral character.  He  was,  therefore,  of 
opinion  that  the  clause  should  give  pro- 
tection to  all  whom  it  wae  desirable  to 
protect  within  the  scope  of  the  Bill.  If 
a  man  had  connection  with  a  woman 
under  a  promiBe  of  marrying  her,  and 
it  tamed  out  afterwards  that  he  was 
married,  was  that  to  he  considered  a 
fraudulent  pretence  ? 

Mk.  LABOtJCHEEE  wished  to  know 
if  the  late  Attorney  General  intended 
to  move  the  Amendment  he  had  eng- 
gested  ?  They  were  told  hy  the  present 
Attorney  General  that  the  words 
"fraudulent  means"  could  not  in  any 
sense  apply  to  the  offering  of  a  cerlain 
sum  to  a  woman,  and  then  not  giving 
it  to  her.  As  a  layman,  he  (Mr.  Lahou- 
chere)  was  certainly  not  acquainted 
with  the  refinements  of  the  law ;  but  he 
understood  that  that  was  exactly  the 
reverse  of  the  view  which  had  been  ex- 

S eased  by  thepresentAttorney  General, 
e  was  airaid  that  a  great  deal  of  black 
mail  might  be  levied  unless  the  proposal 
of  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Taunton  (Sir  Henry  James]  were 
accepted,  and  he  hoped  the  Committee 
would  divide  upon  it. 
Amendment  agreed  tc. 

The  SEORETAEY  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AsSHETON  Cross)  moved,  in  poge  1, 
line  22,  to  leave  out  the  word  "  endea- 
vours," in  order  to  insert  the  word 
"  attempts." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Oaitain  PBICB  said,  be  had  an 
Amendment  on  the  Paper  in  the  next 
line  of  this  sub-seotion  to  insert  after 
"  girl "  the  words — 


He  proposed  to  insert  those  words  for 
the  reason  given  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Northampton  (Mr.  Labouchere)  and 
the  late  Attorney  General.  The  Amend- 
ment would  deal  with  the  case  of  a  man 
who,  accosting  a  prostitute  who  had  no 
wish  to  have  anything  to  say  to  him, 
succeeded  in  overcoming  her  soniples 
by  offering  her  &b,  and  then  only  gave 
her  £1.  He  was  afraid  that  by  the 
clause  as  it  stood  that  might  be  held  to 
be  false  pretences. 

VOL.  CCC.     [third  series.] 


Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  1,  Ime  33,  after  the  word  "girl/'to 
insert  the  words  "  not  being  a  comcaon  prosti- 
tute or  person  of  known  immoral  chaittcter." — 
[Captain  Prict.) 


SiH  WILLIAM  HAECOURT  said,  he 
could  not  accept  the  Amendment.  In 
the  first  instance,  the  effect  would  be  to 
alter  Section  49  of  the  Aot  24  &  25 
Viet.,  and,  therefore,  to  change  the  ex- 
isting law.  Why  should  a  woman — 
even  although  she  was  a  woman  of 
loose  character — be  subjected  to  intimi- 
dation and  violence  against  her  will  ? 
The  existing  law  protected  her,  and  he 
saw  no  reason  why  the  law  should  be 
altered. 

Mk-  HOPWOOD  said,  he  understood 
the  object  of  the  present  Bill  was  to  pre- 
vent defilement,  which  was  entirely  op- 
posed to  the  notion  of  dealing  with 
common  women  in  any  sense.  He 
thought  the  fault  rested  with  the 
words  in  the  clause,  which  were  not  alto- 
gether applicable  to  the  offence  the 
clause  was  intended  to  deal  with.    The 


were  very  wide,  and  would  afford  an 
opportunity  to  women  to  trump  up  cases. 
In  cases  of  breach  of  promise,  in  future 
the  woman  would  only  have  to  bring 
forward  a  charge  of  this  kind  to  enable 
her  counsel  to  ask  for  very  substantial 
dam^es.  and  to  suggest  that  this  mea- 
sure had  been  placed  at  the  woman's 
disposal  for  that  very  purpose.  The 
law  with  regard  to  "  fraudulent  devices  " 
had  never  yet  beon  judicially  expounded, 
and  no  lawyer  he  had  ever  met  with 
could  give  an  instance  of  a  case  in  which 
the  old  Act  had  been  put  in  force. 

Sir  HENEY  JAMES  said,  he  had 
suggested  that  Sub-secdons  2  and  3 
should  not  apply  to  women  of  immoral 
character.  They  were  not  dealing  now 
with  threats  and  intimidation  only,  but 
also  with  false  representations,  false 
pretences,  and  other  fraudulent  means, 
which  might  mean  not  representing 
falsely  a  fact,  but  something  that  was 
to  come  hereafter.  What  was  it  that 
the  Committee  were  engaged  in  doing? 
They  were  aiming  the  Bill  indirectly  at 
prostitution  ;  and  if  they  did  not  accept 
these  words  they  were  favouring  prosti- 
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tution.  Ho  did  not  see  why  a  prostitute 
should  unt  be  protected  by  law  iu  regard 
to  Buch  rights  as  she  bad  ;  but  by  em- 
ploying the  words  "  false  representa- 
tioDB  "  they  were  going  beyond  the  law, 
and  might  drive  a  man  into  a  police 
court  and  ruin  his  future  prOBpecta  for 
life  unnecessarily.  The  present  law  did 
not  go  beyond  the  protection  of  women 
under  21  years  of  age;  but  they  vere 
now  extending  this  protection  to  a  much 
larger  class  of  women,  and  were  giving 
them  an  opportunity  of  making  false 
charges  for  purposes  of  extortion.  He 
really  felt  that  this  was  a  matter  which 
ought  to  be  carefully  considered,  and  he 
would  ask  the  Government  to  allow  an 
Amendment  to  be  brought  up  in  a 
different  form  on  the  Report. 

Mb.  JAMES  8TUAET  strongly  ob- 
jected to  so  much  being  left  over  for 
Beport.  There  was  yet  ample  time  for 
ai^uing  the  matter.  He  appealed  to  the 
Home  Secretary  to  retain  the  clause 
without  the  addition  now  proposed. 

Mb.  Sebjeant  SIMON  said,  the  clause 
as  it  stood  would  not  carry  out  the  views 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Hackney  (Mr. 
Stuart) ;  and  be  thought  they  might 
extend  the  protection  even  beyond  what 
the  right  hon.  and  leamod  Member  for 
Taunton  (Sir  Henn'  James)  suggested. 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
instanced  the  case  of  a  man  who  pro- 
mised £1  and  only  gave  lOi.  A  man  in 
such  a  case  as  that  ought  certainly  to  be 
protected  against  being  prosecuted  for 
procuring  the  commission  of  an  unlawful 
act  under  false  pretences.  Were  they 
going  to  protect  any  woman  who  sold 
herself  for  money,  and  who  did  not 
happen  to  belong  to  that  class  of  women 
known  as  prostitutes?  Take  th«  case 
of  a  woman  who  sold  herself  for  £100, 
and  only  received  £50.  Was  that  the 
oiase  of  woman,  whether  she  was  of 
known  immoral  character  or  not,  that 
they  wished  to  protect  ?  His  opinion 
was  that  they  only  desired  to  protect 
virtue  and  morality,  and  they  ought  to 
define  fraudulent  means  so  as  to  exclude 
all  cases  of  the  promise  of  money.  It 
would  not  be  sufficient  to  confine  the 
matter  simply  to  street  walkers ;  no 
woman  who  sold  herself  for  a  promise  of 
money  should  be  able  to  take  advantage 
of  this  clause  in  the  event  of  the  man  not 

g.ying  her  as   much  as  she  expected, 
e  would    surest  to  the    right  hon. 
0«ntleman  in  charge  of  the  BiU  that  he 
Sir  Henry  Jo  met 


should  ppt  in  the  laterpretatioD  Olaasa 
some  Frovieo  limiting  the  words 
"fraudulent means,"  and  excluding  all 
cases  in  which  a  promise  of  money  or 
reward  of  any  kind  was  made. 

Captais  price  said,  he  would  not 
press  the  Amendment;  but  he  wished 
to  ask  the  Government  if  they  would 
bring  up  on  the  Report,  or  move  now, 
a  Proviso  to  the  sub -section  to  this 
effeol— 

"  That  the  sob-iection  should  not  apply  to 
nay  voman  or  girl  befog  a  commoD  prostitute, 
or  B  person  of  known  immotal  cbaiscter." 

Amendment  negatttid. 

Mr.  cavendish  BENTINCK 
moved,  after  the  word  "  girl,"  to  insert 
"under  the  age  of  21  years,"  which 
would  have  the  effect  of  limiting  the 
protection  afforded  by  the  sub-section  to 
any  woman  or  girl  under  21  years  of 
age.  If  he  received  any  assurance  from 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Attor- 
ney General  that  some  such  words  would 
be  introduced  by  the  Government  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  Buggestion  which  had 
been  made  by  his  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  the  Member  for  Devonport  (Cap- 
tain Price)  and  by  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Tannton  (Sir  Henry 
James)  he  would  not  insist  upon  the 
Amendment ;  but  otherwise  he  should 
be  compelled  to  do  so. 

Amendment  proposed. 

Id  page  I,  line  23,  after  the  vord  "girl,"  to 
inurt  the  vorda  "  under  the  age  of  twenty -eaa 
yean."— (Jfr.  Carendith  BmtiHtk.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  secretary  op  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AssHETON  Caose)  said,  he  proposed 
to  agree  to  the  insertion  of  some  sncli 
words. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  wilkdraten. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AssHETON  Cross)  moved,  in  page  1, 
line  33,  to  leave  out  the  word  "  un- 
lawful." 

Amendment  agreed  U. 

Tm  SEORETAIIY  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AssHEtox  Gaoss)  moved  the  omission 
of  the  following  sub-sectioos  : — 

"  (S.)  By  falae  pretencca,  ttise  repreMnU- 
tioDB,  or  other  fraudulent  maani,  procures  t^j 
woman  or  jjirl  to  hava  unlawful  oamol  con- 
neiioo,  either  within  or  without  the  Qneen'i 
dominions,  with  himaclf  or  any  othar  man: 
ProTided  thnt  this  sub-sectjan  shall  not  applf 
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where  sncli  womiui  or 
nection  to  ba  unlawful;  __ 
_  "(3-)  By  falsa  pretencos,  falsa  repreienta- 
tions,  or  other  fraudulent  meane,  endeaTours 
to  procDie  any  woman  or  girl  to  hare  unlawful 
carnal  connection,  either  within  or  without  the 
Queen's  domiaioua,  with  himself  or  any  other 
man ;  Provided  that  this  sub-section  shall  not 
apply  where  such  woman  or  girl  knew  this 
'a  be  unlawful." 


He  proposed  to  etrike  oat  those  Bub- 
Bections  altogether,  becanae  the  effect 
of  thein  had  abeadj  been  introduced 
into  the  1st  aub-eeotion,  and  he  pre- 
sumed that  the  Amendments  vhich  ap- 
peared on  the  Paper  in  reference  to 
those  paragraphs  would  practically  dis- 
appear. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
26,  to  leave  out  Sub-sections  (2)  and 
{Z).—{Sir  R.  A»htitm  Cre».) 

Amendment  agr$*d  to, 

TnE  SECEETAET  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AssHETON  Cboss)  said,  that  that 
course  having  been  taken,  he  proposed 
to  move  the  omission  of  the  4th  sub- 
secdon,  which  read  as  follows : — 

"  (4.)  Induces  a  gitl  under  the  age  oftwenty- 
ooe  years,  with  iotant  that  she  shall  have  un- 
lawful carnal  connection  with  himself  or  any 
other  man,  to  enter  a  brothel,  ehe  not  knowing 
tb«  aame  to  be  a  brothel  nor  being  a  party  to 
the  intent." 

Mr.  M'COAK  said,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  omitted  to  notice  that  he 
had  placed  an  Amendment  on  the  Paper 
for  the  insertion  of  a  eub-section  after 
the  let  snh-aection  to  include  any  person 
who 

"  Procures,  or  endeavours  to  procure,  any 
woman  or  girl,  not  being  a  common  prostitute, 
when  undOT  ttra  influence  of  any  intoxicating 
liquor,  opiate,  or  narcotic,  to  have  unlawful 
carnal  connection  with  himself  or  any  other 

In  framing  that  Amendment  he  had 
certainly  entertained  some  doubt  whe- 
ther the  offence  he  proposed  to  deal 
with  did  not  really  amount  to  rape.  In 
that  case  it  might  not  be  properly  dealt 
with  by  a  new  Froviao  which  reduced 
the  offence  to  one  of  misdemeanour.  He 
was,  however,  encouraged  to  persevere 
with  his  Amendment,  becauae  he  saw 
that  there  were  two  Amendments  on 
the  Paper  to  a  similar  effect  in  the  name 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Dewsbury  (Mr.  Serjeant  Simon),  and 
the  Home  Secretary  also  proposed  to 
deal  witti  it  himself.  He  believed  that 
it  was  tin  offenco  to  administer  drugs; 


but  it  was  not  an  offence  to  have  im- 
proper  connection  with  a  woman  when 
she  was  under  the  influence  of  the  drug. 
He,  therefore,  thought  that  the  Bill 
would  bo  improved  by  that  being  made 
a  distinct  offence. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Sit 
B.  AssQETOH  Cross)  opposed  the  Amend- 

Amendment,  by  leave,  witAdraum. 

The  SECEETABT  of  STATE  (Sir 
E.  AssHETON  Cross)  proposed  the  omia- 
sion  of  Sub-aection  4,  on  the  ground 
that  it  amounted  to  a  fraud  which  had 
already  been  dealtwith. 


Amendment  proposed,  in  page 
omit  Sub-sectioa  (4). — {Sir  Jl.    ' 


Atiheton 


Question  propoaed,  "  That  Sub-sec- 
tion i4)  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mb.  STAN8FELD  remarked  that  he 
had  an  Amendment  on  this  aub-aection, 
and  if  it  were  omitted  it  would  be  neces- 
sary that  he  ahould  move  his  Amend, 
meat  in  the  form  of  a  new  sub-section. 

Amendment  agrted  to. 

The  SECEETAET  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AssH£TON  Cross)  moved  the  inaertion 
of  a  new  aub-aection  to  follow  Sub-sec- 
tion (1),  the  effect  of  which  was  to  make 
it  a  misdemeanour  to  apply,  administer 
to,  or  cause  to  be  taken  away  by  any 
woman  or  girl  any  stupefying  or  over- 
powering drug,  matter,  or  thing,  with 
intent  thereby  to  enable  himaelf  or  any 
man  to  have  unlawful  connection  witJi 
such  woman  or  girl. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  2,  line  11,  after  the  word  "intent,"  to 
insert — "  (s.)  Apphea,  administers  to,  or  causes 
to  be  taken  by  any  woman  or  girl  any  stupefy- 
ing or  overpowering  drug,  matter,  or  thing, 
with  intent  thereby  to  enable  himself  or  any 
man  to  have  unlawful  connection  with  aunh 
woman  or  girl." — {Sir  S.  AuMon  Crim.) 

Question  propoaed,  "Thatthoae  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  HOPWOOD  said,  he  thought  the 
Committee  were  entitled  to  some  expla- 
nation of  the  necessity  of  this  sub-aec- 
tion. It  waa  asserted  that  in  this 
country  it  waa  possible  to  do  these 
things,  and  that  the  law  oould  not  touch 
the  offender.  He  maintained  that  the 
offence  was  touched  by  the  existing  law 
in  various  ways.  In  the  first  place,  if 
anybody  wore  to  get  poaaeasion  of  a 
2  A  2  COO^^IC 
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woman  hy  means  of  administering  a 
fitupefTing  or  overpowering  drug,  the 
woman  being;  reduaed  thereby  to  a  state 
of  inaenBibility,  or  wanting  the  power  to 
express  her  will  in  regard  to  the  act,  it 
was  rape.  Then,  in  addition  to  that, 
there  was  an  Act  of  Parliament  in  exist- 
ence which  declared  that  any  person 
who  administered  chloroform,  or  a  drag 
or  opiate,  or  any  other  matter  of  thing 
to  anybody  with  the  intent  to  commit  a 
felony,  waa  guilty  of  a  felony,  and  was 
already  punishable  by  law.  There  were 
a  good  many  mystifications  in  the  Bill 
throughout,  and  there  were  repetitions  of 
a  good  deal  that  was  already  law.  He 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  would 
give  some  good  reason  why  it  was  nc 
sary  to  insert  this  enb-section.  The  \ 
"  intent "  was  precisely  the  same  as  the 
word  "attempt"  in  the  Criminal  Law. 
If  a  man  gave  a  woman  a  glass  of  grog, 
or  a  pincn  of  snuff,  or  anything  elt 
with  die  intention  to  commit  a  rape,  1 
maintained  that  that  was  an  attempt  to 
commit  a  felonious  act,  and  was  already 
dealt  with  by  the  law.  He  ashed  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  therefore,  to  say 
what  reason  he  had  for  believing  that 
these  oases  were  not  already  sufficiently 
dealt  with  by  the  existing  law. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
EiOHABD  Webster)  said,  the  real  ques- 
tion with  regard  to  this  Amendment  of 
his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Home  Secre- 
tary waa  whether  or  not  it  went  beyond 
the  existing  taw.  They  were  all  of  one 
mind — that  it  was  undesirable  to  in- 
clude in  the  Bill  a  number  of  super- 
fluous provisions ;  but  it  would  appear, 
from  Mr.  Justice  Stephen's  D^ttt  of 
Zaui,  that  the  law,  as  it  stood,  dealt 
with  cases  where  there  was  an  intent  to 
assist  or  enable  any  other  person  to 
commit  an  indictable  offence,  or  an  at- 
tempt to  render  any  person  insensible 
or  unconscious  by  administering  any 
overpowering  drug.  As  the  law  now 
stood,  that  applied  only  to  persons  who 
assisted  another  to  commit  an  indictable 
offence ;  and,  so  far  as  rape  was  con- 
cerned, that  was  a  case  which  was  also 
dealt  with.  The  Amendment,  however, 
of  his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Home  Se- 
cretary went  further.  In  the  first  place, 
there  was  no  limit  of  age ;  and,  in  the 
next  place,  it  made  it  a  misdemeanour 
for  any  person  to  administer  to  any 
woman  or  girl  any  stupefying  or  over- 
powering drug  with  the  intent  to  enable 
jUr-  Jlopwooi 


any  other  person  to  have  unlawful  con- 
nection with  such  woman  or  girl.  There 
were  cases  which  might  not  amount  to  a 
rape ;  and  if  something  were  done  by  a 
third  person,  or  by  anybody  in  connec- 
tion with  a  third  person,  which  led  to 
the  commission  of  an  offence,  he  main- 
tained that  it  was  a  matter  which  ought 
to  be  brought  within  the  Criminal  Law. 
He  quite  recognized,  with  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Member  for  Stock* 
port  (Mr.  Eopwood),  that  the  existing 
law  dealt  with  these  offences  to  a  certain 
extent ;  but  it  did  not  go  as  far  as  his 
right  hon.  Friend  proposed  to  go. 

Ha.  M'COAN  said,  he  was  not  satis- 
fied that  this  Amendment  would  meet 
the  whole  of  the  case.  The  Act  of  I860 
went  much  further  than  the  proposed 
Amendment,  and  was  much  more  com- 
prehensive ;  but  even  the  provisions  of 
that  Act  did  not,  to  his  mmd,  grapple 
with  all  the  difficulties  of  the  case. 

Tna  ATTOHNET  GENERAL  (Sir 
RicHASD  Websteb)  remarked  that  that 
Act  was  not  repealed. 

Mb.  M'COAN  said,  that,  as  he  read 
the  Amendment,  it  provided  for  the 
pimishmeut  of  tiie  person  who  admi- 
nistered a  drug,  but  not  for  the  person 
who  committed  the  offence  of  violating 
the  woman  who  was  the  victim  of  the 
drug.  It  might  be  that  connection  wilit 
a  woman  under  the  influence  of  a  drug 
would  be  held  to  be  rape;  but  there 
might  also  be  degrees  of  unconscious- 
ness  produced  by  the  administration  of  a 
drug  which  would  not  be  held  to  be 
rape.  He  would  instance  the  case  of  a 
half-drunken  woman,  neither  drunk  nor 
sober,  to  whom  improper  overtures  were 
made,  and  followed  up  by  the  commis- 
sion of  an  unlawful  act,  That  would 
not  be  held  to  be  rape,  and  yet  a  morally 
criminal  offence  would  have  been  com- 
mitted. The  Amendment  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  not  meet  that 
It  did  not  punish  a  man  who  pro- 
fited by  the  administration  of  the  drug, 
but  only  the  man  who  administered  it. 
He  should  be  glad  if,  by  any  alteration 
in  the  wording  of  the  sub-section,  the 
case  he  had  pointed  out  could  be  met ; 
because  he  certainly  thought  that,  as  it 
was  at  present  drawn,  it  would  have 
very  little  effect,  and  he  should  be  glad 
to  see  it  made  quite  perfect. 

Mb.  STANSFELD  said,  that  his  ob- 
jection to  the  Amendment  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  that  it  did  not  cover 


713 


Criminal  Lair 


jJoLY  31,  1885[  Amendment  Hill. 


every  case.    For  instance,  it  left  out  the 
administration  of  intoxicating  drinks. 

Mb.  HORACE  DAVET  said,  there 
was  one  observation  vMch  had  fallen 
from  the  Attomej  General  which  he 
thought  was  worthy  of  consideration. 
Hia  hon.  and  learned  Friend  pointed  to 
the  fact  that  by  the  Amendment  it  must 
be  a  stupefying  or  overpowering  drug. 
He  thought  the  words  "  stupefying  or 
OTerpowering  "  restricted  the  operation 
of  the  clause,  and  that  the  word  "  drug" 
alone  would  be  quite  sufficient.  There 
was  another  observation  which  he  wished 
to  make  with  regard  to  the  clause  as  it 
stood  at  present.  He  wished  to  know  if 
it  was  to  apply  to  any  person,  or  to  any 

The  attorney  GBNEEAL  (Sir 
BiOHABD  Webster)  ;  Any  person. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HAROOUKT  dis- 
agreed with  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
theMemberforChristchurch(Mr.HoTace 
Davey),  and  thought  that  there  should 
be  words  inserted  in  the  clausa  to  show 
that  the  offence  was  to  stupefy  or  over- 
power. Otherwise  a.  man  might  take  a 
woman  into  a  public-house  and  give  her 
a  glass  of  sherry,  and  she  might  turn 
round  upon  bim  and  accuse  him  of 
having  given  it  to  her  with  an  unlawful 
intent.  Unless  the  Committee  carefully 
guarded  these  words,  so  as  to  show  that 
it  was  a  deliberate  attempt  to  stupefy 
and  overpower  the  will  of  the  woman 
for  an  unlawful  purpose,  there  was  a 
danger  that  it  might  be  used  for  pur- 
poses of  extortion. 

Me.  STANSFBLD  suggested  that  it 
would  be  better  to  include  "liquor" 
with"drug."  The  words  of  the  Amend- 
ment would  not  cover  all  the  cases  which 
were  contemplated.  Nobody  could  say 
of  intoxicating  liquor  that  it  was  a 
stupefying  or  overpowering  drug.  If  it 
were  taken  in  excess,  it  might  become 
overpowering  and  stupefying ;  but  its 
nature  was  not,  as  was  that  of  some 
drugs,  to  be  overpowering.  Rethought 
it  would  be  necessary  to  introduce  some 
words  to  cover  intoxicating  drinks. 

Sib  BALDWYN  LEIGHTON  said, 
he  had  understood,  from  what  the  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  said, 
that  the  clause  would  cover  the  ad- 
ministration of  ordinary  intoxicating 
liquors,  if  they  were  administered  with 
an  unlawful  intent. 

Mr.  STAlfSFELB  said,  his  point  was 
that  the  words    "stupefying  or  over- 


powering drug,  matter,  or  thing"  im- 
plied that  tbose  drugs,  matters,  or 
things  were  in  their  very  nature  stupe- 
fying or  overpowering.  Now,  everyone 
knew  that  that  was  not  the  case  with 
intoxicants,  because  taken  to  a  mode- 
rate extent  they  did  not  overpower  or 
stupefy,  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  stimu- 
lated. Let  the  Committee  remember 
what  followed.  It  was  always  under- 
stood that  the  drug,  matter,  or  thing, 
was  administered  with  intent,  &c.  He 
therefore  put  it  before  the  Committee 
that  whenever  intoxicating  liquor  should 
be  administered  to  a  woman  or  girl  with 
that  intent,  the  person  who  so  admi- 
nistered it  ought  to  bear  the  punishment 
provided  by  the  clause.  He  should, 
therefore,  move  an  Amendment  to  the 
Amendment  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man (Sir  B.  Assheton  Cross)  which 
would  meet  the  case  of  administering 
intoxicating  liquors. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  said  pro- 
posed Amendment,  in  line  2,  after  the 
word  "thing,"  to  insert  the  words  "or 
intoxicating  liquor." — (Mr.  Stant/etd.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Bib  WILUAM  HAECOUET  said, 
if  the  Amendment  proposed  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Stansfeld)  were 
adopted,  the  giving  of  one  glass  of 
sherry  would  be  sufficient.  He  agreed 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  the 
extent  that  the  thing  need  not  be  in  its 
nature  stupefying  or  overpowering,  but 
that  it  should  be  so  in  its  effect.  But 
that  he  denied  was  the  meaning  of  the 
words  as  they  stood.  They  might  put 
in  "any  drug,  matter,  or  thing  to  the 
extent  of  stupefying  or  overpowering," 
or  words  that  would  mean  that  the  thing 
must  be  given  to  the  extent  that  would 
produce  stupefaction  or  overpowering. 

Mr.  B.  T.  BEID  suggested  that  the 
words  "to  an  extent  which  causes  any 
woman  or  girl  to  become  intoxicated  " 
should  be  added. 

The  ATTOENET  GENEBAL  (Sir 
RiCHABD  Webster)  said,  he  thought  the 
more  sensible  course  would  be  to  takfc 
the  words  suggested  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby  (Sir 
William  Hareourt),  and  say  "  any  drug, 
matter,  or  thing  so  as  to  stupefy  or  over- 
power." 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  he  under- 
stood that  the  proposal  was  to  wilbdraw 
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the  Amendment  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Halifax  (Mr. 
Stanafeldl,  ia  order  to  insert  the  words 
suggested  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Derby  (Sir  William 
Harcoutt).  He  pointed  out  that  those 
words  woold  only  apply  where  something 
had  been  given  or  administered  to  an 
extent  that  caused  the  snbject  to  be 
overpowered  or  atupelied.  So  that,  how- 
ever wicked  the  intention  might  be, 
unless  the  thinfi;  were  administered  in  a 
suffioteat  quantity  to  produce  that  effect 
the  person  who  administered  it  would 
not  come  within  the  reach  of  the  clause. 
That,  he  said,  was  reducing  the  clause 
to  a  nullity.  What  they  wanted  to  do 
was  to  prevent  the  administration  to  any 
woman  orgirl  of  an3rthing  which  would  so 
derange  her  reasoning  power  as  to  make 
her  become  the  victim  of  the  person  who 
administered  it.  He  would  sug^at  that 
before  the  words  "stupefy  or  over- 
power" they  should  insert  the  words 
"  with  the  intent  to."  That  would 
place  the  meaaing  of  the  clause  in  a 
clear  light,  whereas  he  thought  that  the 
wording  recommended  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby  would 
leave  the  matter  so  vague  that  the  ap- 

Elication  of  this  portion  of  the  Act  would 
e  made  impracticable. 

Mr.  hop  wood  said,  he  ventured  to 
think  that  the  boa.  Member  for  Liskeard 
(Mr.  Courtney)  had  suggCHted  the  pro- 
per way  of  dealing  with  this  matter,  by 
proposing  worde  which  would  make  it 
clear  that  the  intention  to  stupefy  or 
oyerpower,  and  so  on,  would  be  punished 
by  the  clause. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  witkdraKtt. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  said  pro- 

Siosed  Amendment,  to  Ipave  out  "  stitpe- 
yingoroverpoweriug,"  and  ianort  after 
"intent,"  the  words  "to  stupefy  and 
overpower  so  as." — [Sir  £.  Attheton 
Croii.) 
Amondmont,  as  amended,  ii<ireed  to. 
Clause,  as  amended,  agrud  to. 

Clause  4  (Defilement  of  girl  between 
twelve  and  fifteen  years  of  age). 

Mr.  THOMASSON  said,  be  would 
ask  for  an  esplanation  of  the  term  "  un- 
lawfully "  used  in  this  clause. 

Mr.  hop  wood  said,  it  had  been 
customary  to  describe  the  offence  dealt 
with  by  the  olause  in  that  way.  Tho 
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word  "  unlawfully  "  was  used  in  old  in- 
dictmonts.  There  migbt  have  been,  but 
he  did  not  think  that  any  special  mean- 
in|;  was,  attached  to  the  word.  He  would 
point  out  to  the  Committee  that  the 
whole  section  was  simply  an  expression 
of  the  law  as  it  now  existed.  The  clause 
had  been  paraded  in  some  of  the  news- 
papers as  if  it  were  the  introduction  of 
new  law ;  but  it  was  nothing  of  the  kind 
— it  was  simply  a  re-enactment  of  exist- 
ing law. 

Captain  PEICE  said,  ho  did  not 
think  the  existing  law  was  strong 
enough  on  the  point  of  age;  and  he 
rose  to  move  that  the  word  "twelve," 
in  line  25,  be  omitted,  and  "thirteen  " 
substituted.  He  observed  that  his  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  opposite  (Mr.  Sei^ 
jeont  Simon)  had  proposed  to  make  the 
limit  of  again  this  case  14  years;  but 
he  preferred  his  own  Amendment  for 
these  reasons.  He  thought,  on  conside- 
ration of  this  matter,  tbat  they  could 
not  altogether  eliminate  the  question  of 
consent.  Now,  consent  might  be  given 
by  a  girl  of  tender  age  from  several 
motives ;  in  the  first  piece,  it  might  be 
given  because  presents  were  offered  to 
her,  and,  to  some  extent,  because  the  girl 
didnotactuallyknowwhat  would  happen. 
It  was  obvious  tbat  the  consent  he  nad 
alluded  to  could  not  be  held  to  be  an 
excuse.  But  consent  might  be  due  also 
to  natural  causes,  and  in  that  case,  al- 
though it  would  not  constitute  an  ex> 
cuse,  it  might  be  held  to  be  something 
in  the  nature  of  extenuation.  Tip  lo 
tlie  age  of  13,  which  he  proposed  to  in- 
sert in  the  clause,  be  did  not  think  it 
possible  that  the  natural  cause  could 
operate  to  the  extent  of  justifying  the 
term  "  consent"  being  applied.  There- 
fore, for  the  reasons  he  had  given,  he 
thought  the  clause  in  respect  of  ag« 
did  not  go  far  enough ;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  he  considered  that  th» 
Amendmont  of  hi"  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  opposite  (Mr.  Serjeant  Simon) 
went  a  little  too  far.  In  order  to  place 
this  matter  on  a  reasonable  basis,  be 
commended  the  Amendment  standing  in 
his  own  name  to  the  favourable  conside- 
ration of  tbo  Committee  and  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Govemiuent. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line 
25.  to  leavf  out  the  word  "  twelvt-,"  iu 
order  to  insert  the  word  "thirteen."— 
{Captain  Prict.) 
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Uuestion  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  twelve '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

Ub.  Sebjeant  SIMON  said,  he 
had  an  Amendment  to  move  which 
would  substitute  14,  as  the  a|^e  of  the 
girl,  for  that  named  in  the  clause.  This 
was  no  question  of  creating  a  uewoSence 
—it  was  simply  a  question  of  punish- 
ment. He  would  not  go  into  the  ques- 
tion of  passian,  which  had  been  raised 
by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
Deronport  (Captain  Price).  But  he 
would  point  out  that  there  was  this  dia- 
tinotion  between  the  felony  and  miede- 
meanouT — that  in  the  former  the  female 
was  immature,  both  in  body  and  mind, 
and  the  man  guilty  of  it  must  be  of 
bratal  nature.  He  believed,  even  at  the 
age  of  15,  a  girl  was  not  always  able  to 
understand  the  consequences,  because 
she  was  deficient  in  mind ;  and  the 
same  reason  applied  in  a  stronger  de- 
gree to  the  age  of  14.  Although  there 
were  some  females  prematurely  deve- 
loped, yet  it  was  no  uncommon  thing 
for  derelopmeut  to  be  deferred  to  be- 
tween the  ages  of  15  and  16.  But  at 
the  ago  of  14  the  girl  was  but  a  child, 
and  he  said  that  at  that  age  there  was 
neither  knowledge  nor  passion  ;  if  there 
were,  it  was  the  result  of  unusual  pre- 
cocity. It  was  true  that  the  oondi- 
tions  of  life  in  which  a  Urge  proportion 
of  the  population  was  placed  brought 
young  girls  into  contact  with  vice, 
and  gave  them  experiences  to  which 
women  of  20  in  a  higher  class  of  society 
were  strangers.  8o  far  as  mental  de- 
Telopment,  vice,  and  vicious  practices 
wera  concerned,  it  was  very  well  authen- 
ticated that  many  young  girls  under  12 
were  exposed  to  example  and  habits  of 
the  most  vicious  kind.  But  that  being 
BO,  let  it  not  be  said  that  if  a  girl  of  14 
knew  what  she  was  about,  a  girl  of  10 
or  less  knew  equally  well.  He  said  that 
they  must  go  beyond  the  particular 
cases  mentioned.  He  asked  any  hon. 
Member  who  heard  him  now  whether, 
in  his  heart  and  conscience,  a  girl  of  14 
was  not  in  respect  of  sensual  passion  a 
mere  child,  aa  she  waa  not  sufHciently 
mature  in  body  or  mind  to  apprehend 
such  matters?  It  was  not  necessary 
for  bim  to  say  that  the  savage  who 
debaached  a  girl  of  that  age  was  un- 
deserving of  any  sympathy  whatever, 
and  no  argument  should  induce  them 
to  look   on  him   as   guilty  of  an  of- 


fence of  only  a  venial  kind — he  waa 
corrupt  in  heart  and  mind  ;  lie  bad 
committed  rape,  and  should  be  dealt 
with  by  law.  It  had  been  said  that 
there  waa  no  distinction  between  the 
„  of  12,  14,  and  16.  He  contended 
that  if  a  girl  was  to  be  protected  at  all, 
it  meant  that  she  waa  incapable  of 
knowing  the  meaning  and  consequence 
of  what  was  done — that  was  why  she 
ought  to  be  protected,  and  why  the  man 
ought  to  be  severely  punisbed.  In  the 
case  he  bad  put  of  a  girl  of  14  years  of 
age,  he  thought  the  cruelty  and  moral 
vioiousoess  of  the  act  ought  to  be 
punished  with  the  severest  penalty 
which  the  law  could  inflict.  He  should 
therefore  move  that  "  fourteen  "  be  sub- 
stituted for  "thirteen." 

The  CHAIBMAN  said,  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  would  not  be  in 
Order  in  moving  that  Amendment,  be- 
cause it  would  have  the  effect  of  alto- 
gether uullilying  the  Motion  of  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  Devonport 
(Captain  Price).  The  way  to  meet  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  was  to  divide  ag^nst  it. 

Mb.  Skbjbart  8ImOK  said,  in 
that  case  he  would  appeal  to  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  to  withdraw  bis 
Amendment. 

Captain  PEICE  said,  in  reply  to  the 
appeal  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man, he  could  only  state  that  if  bis  own 
Amendment  were  not  passed,  he  should 
be  glad  to  vote  for  the  Amendment 
wbioh  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
proposed  to  move. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HAECOUET  said, 
he  thought  that,  on  the  whole,  they 
might  safely  take  the  age  of  13  which 
stood  in  the  clause.  No  doubt  the  age 
of  12  was  the  age  recognized  by  the 
existing  law,  and  what  governed  it  was 
very  much  this — that  it  was  the  law  of 
marriage  in  England  that  a  boy  of  14 
could  marry  any  girl  of  12  years  of  ago. 
The  law  was  remarkable  in  that  respect, 
because  at  the  age  of  12  binding  consent 
could  be  given.  If  the  boy  were  under 
14,  and  the  girl  under  12,  it  would  not  bo 
valid.  Either  of  them  on  becoming  of 
age  might  dieagree,  and  the  marriage 
might  be  declared  void.  That,  he  said, 
disposed  of  the  question  that  had  been 
raised  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  word 
"  unlawfully  "  used  at  the  beginning  of 
the  clause.  They  must  have  that  in  Ihe 
Act,  because  thoro  was  no  limit  of  uge 
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in  inarriaKe— (bat  was  to  say,  if  the  boj- 
and  girl  did  not  disagree  tlie  marriage 
would  be  binding.  No  doubt  there  was 
great  difficulty  in  dealiog  with  these 
matters,  because  they  were  dealing  with 
ages  which  were  recognized  in  the  mar- 
riage law  of  the  country.  He  thought 
the  age  sbould  be  taken  at  which  a  man 
must  himself  know  what  would  be  clear 
at  the  ago  of  12,  but  doubtful  at  the 
age  of  i;'.  To  judge  of  age  correctly 
was  a  matter  of  difficulty.  AVhen  asked 
the  other  day  as  to  the  age  of  a  girl, 
he  found  that  he  was  wrong  by  two 
yeant  in  the  judgment  he  formed.  His 
opinioii  was  that  In  these  matters  they 
ought  not  to  carry  the  thing  to  an  ex- 
treme ;  and  he  thought  in  this  case  they 
would  be  taking  a  sensible  step  in  the 
direction  they  wished  to  go  if  they  fixed 
the  age  at  13  instead  of  12. 

Thb  secretary  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AssiiEToK  Cross)  said,  no  doubt  the 
reason  why  the  age  of  12  was  the  law 
of  England  in  regard  to  the  crime  dealt 
with  in  this  clause  was  because  of  the 
law  of  marriage,  as  stated  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby, 
and  be  thought  they  ought  to  be  very 
careful  in  extending  it.  He  was  not 
unwilling  to  go  as  far  as  the  age  of  13, 
because  a  child  at  that  age  was  certainly 
notable  to  have  full  knowledge;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  must  be  known  to 
anyone  dealing  with  her  that  she  was  a 
child.  But  at  14  years  of  age  the  caso 
vas  very  different,  and  he  did  not  think 
it  safe  to  go  as  far  as  that.  There  did 
not  appear  to  him  that  anything  was  to 
be  gained  by  dwelling  on  this  subject 
at  great  length,  and  he  hoped  the  Com- 
mittee would  think  with  bim  that  a  de- 
cision should  be  cenie  to  with  regard  to 
it  as  soon  as  possible.  It  should  bo 
remembered  that  this  clause  was  making 
the  act  felony,  and  that  when  the  age 
of  12  or  13  was  settled  there  was  still 
tho  offence  of  misdemeanour  to  fall  back 
upon. 

Mr.  HOPWOOD  said,  he  did  not 
understand  why  they  should  be  asked 
to  alter  the  existing  law.  No  one  had 
shown  that  it  was  insiifficient.  "Where 
irere  the  cases  between  12  and  13  years 
of  age  that  had  not  been  properly 
punished  ?  He  did  not  think  that  any 
pressing  necessity  had  been  shown  for 
the  change ;  certainly  he  thought  there 
vas  none,  and  he  believed  he  knew  as 
much  about  the  law  on  this  subject  as 
5m-  William  Sareourt 


had  cried  out  for 
severity,  and  it  was  replied — "Yes.  "We 
cannot  give  you  the  whole  ;  but  we  will 
give  you  the  half."  Hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  spoke  of  the  debauching  of 
girls;  but  he  pointed  oat  that  this  sec- 
tion contemplated  something  different 
The  course  hitherto  followed  in  these 
matters  was  to  have  gradations  in  the 
law.  Between  the  ages  of  10  and  12 
the  offence  was  a  misdemeanour;  bat, 
taking  the  law  as  it  existed  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  up  to  12  it  was  a  felony. 
What  was  the  argument  of  the  hoa- 
and  learned  Gentleman  (Mr.  Serjeant 
Simon)  ?  "Why,  he  said,  without  autbo* 
rity,  that  no  girl  was  ever  mature,  or 
onythinglike  it,  at  the  age  of  12  or  13 
years.  He  (Mr.  Hopwood)  could  only 
contradict  him  with  the  personal  obser- 
vation that  be  himself  had  made.  He 
saw  many  young  women  that  he  believed 
were  not  older  than  13,  or  who,  at  all 
events,  were  debauched  as  early  as  13. 
He  supposed  it  was  not  intended  that 
an  extra  punishment  should  be  inflicted 
in  a  case  of  this  sort— because  a  girl  of 
bad  character  with  whom  a  person  had 
immoral  relations  happened  to  be  a  year 
older  than  the  age  fixed  at  present  for 
the  protection  of  young  females.  His 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  on  his  right 
(Mr.  Serjeant  Simon)  contended  that 
such  girls  were  immature,  and  that  It 
was  impossible  to  suppose  that  such 
children  felt  passion.  Why,  all  the  evi- 
dence before  them  contradicted  that.  In 
evidence  before  the  House  of  Lords  it 
was  stated  by  the  chaplain  of  a  gaol 
that  in  many  cases  children  began  a  life 
of  immorality  at  the  early  age  of  seven 
or  eight  years.  Let  them  imagine  the 
careers  of  those  girls  from  the  age  of 
seven  or  eight  to  the  age  of  12,  and  re- 
member that  they  were  now  called  on, 
without  necessity  for  it  being  shown,  to 
attach  a  special  punishment  and  a  special 
infamy  to  this  class  of  offence  if  the  sub- 
ject of  it  was  only  one  year  older  than 
12.  Those  who  came  to  ihis  subject  for 
the  first  time  attached  enormous  impor- 
tance to  the  words,  writ  large,  "  punish- 
ment by  imprisonment"  staring  them 
in  the  face,  for  this  breach  of  the  moral 
law.  He  did  not.  He  believed  that 
after  this  law  was  passed  it  would  have 
no  more  effect  than  the  old  law — unless, 
in  some  few  cases,  it  had  the  effect  of 
bringing  about  an  increase  of  punish- 
ment.   They  must  remember  that  in  all 
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of  the  public  would  sympathize  with  the 
proposal  to  adopt  the  age  of  14.  He 
(Mr.  Morley)  could,  hovever,  only  epeak 
for  himself;  and  if  the  hon.  and  learned 
Qentleman  the  Member  for  Bewebury 
{Mr.  SeT]eant  ISimon)  pressed  the  matter 
to  a  division  he  should  support  him. 

Question,  "That  the  word  'twelve' 
stand  part  of  the  Clause,"  put,  and  ne- 
gatived. 


these  cases  the  Judge  would  have  the 
power  of  giving  a  small  amount  of 
punishment.  The  Amendment  was  illu- 
sory, then.  What  was  the  use  of  raising 
the  point?  It  could  only  be  for  the 
sake  of  identifying  the  offence  with  the 
name  which,  in  the  olden  time,  was  sup- 
posed to  strike  terror  into  the  hearts  of 
their  forefathers  —  namely,  "  felony." 
They  knew  that  a  great  deal  of  that 
terror  had  been  wisely  diminished,  and 
that  there  was  now  very  little  differ- 
ence between  felony  and  misdemeanour. 
Though  there  might  be  a  difference,  it 
was  a  very  fine  one ;  and  it  seemod  to 
him  they  ought  not  to  make  the  change 
for  mere  change's  sake. 

Ma.  MACARTNEY  said,  the  section 
before  them  was  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting young  girls,  and  if  they  did  not 
protect  them  he  failed  to  see  what  ob- 
ject they  could  have  in  view.  If  any 
hon.  Gentleman  knew  girls  of  H  who 
seemed  to  be  marriageable  their  experi- 
ence did  not  accord  with  his.  No  doubt 
there  were  cases  amongst  the  lower 
classes  where  girls  married  at  14;  but 
they  were  very  few.  He  remembered 
seeing  a  boy  of  16  who  was  6  feet 
2  inches  high ;  but  that  was  not  a  com- 
mon occurrence.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
their  Common  Law  as  to  the  period 
when  boys  and  girls  were  marriageable 
was  founded  on  the  Roman  Ijaw.  Well, 
the  Romans  lived  in  a  much  more 
Southern  latitude  than  we,  and  their 
children — as  was  the  case  with  the  chil- 
dren of  the  South  of  France,  Spain,  and 
Italy  at  the  present  time — were  much 
more  precocious  than  our  children. 
However,  if  be  had  a  preference,  it  was 
for  the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Qentleman  the  Member  for  Devon- 
port  (Captain  Price),  who  proposed  the 
age  of  13.  It  seemed  to  him  that  that 
age  would  give  much  greater  security. 
It  was  said  that  the  age  of  puberty  was 
between  13  and  15.  The  average  be- 
tween those  ages  was  14  ;  but  to  avoid 
being  unable,  in  many  cases,  to  tell  the 
difference  between  13  and  14,  he  thought 
it  would  be  wise  to  adopt  the  younger 
age — namely,  VA. 

Mk.  SAMUEL  MORLEY  said,  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Stockport  (Mr.  Hopwood)  spoke 
about  the  public  calling  for  greater  se- 
venty. Well,  he  believed  that  was  pre- 
cisely what  the  people  were  calling  for, 
and  he  believed  that  the  large  majority 


Question  put,  "That  the  word  'thir- 
teen '  be  there  inserted." 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayoa  76; 
Noes  58:  Majority  18.  —  (Dtv.  List, 
No.  261.) 

Mr.  H.  H.  FOWLER  said,  he  wished 
to  move  an  addition  to  the  clause  to 
place  offences  under  the  clause  in  the 
category  of  offences  dealt  with  under  the 
36  &  27  riot.  c.  44,  entitled—"  An  Act 
for  the  further  securing  of  the  persons 
of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  from  personal 
violence."  Under  that  Act,  if  any  per- 
eoQ  committed  a  robbery  and  accom- 
panied it  with  personal  violence  he  was 
liable,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Court,  to 
have  the  punishment  of  flogging  in- 
dicted on  him ;  and  what  he  (Mr. 
Fowler)  was  asking  the  Committee  to 
do  was  to  place  the  offence  of  rape  on  a 
little  girl  in  the  same  category  as  rob- 
bery with  personal  violence.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Stockport  (Mr.  Hopwood),  when  he 
made  his  powerful  speech  on  the  first 
night  of  this  debate,  had  made  a  special 
reference  to  him  (Mr.  Fowler)  in  regard 
to  this  clause,  and  had  seemod  to  think 
it  an  inconsistent  and  improper  course 
in  him  to  move  it.  The  hen.  and  teamed 
Gentleman  had  given,  by  anticipation, 
two  reasons  against  the  clause,  one  with 
reference  to  a  special  case  which  he  had 
quoted,  where  great  injustice  had  been 
done  to  a.  reverend  gentleman  namei 
Hatch ;  and  the  other  in  general  illus- 
tration of  the  administration  of  the 
law.  He  should  like  to  point  out  to 
the  Committee,  as  to  the  evidence  of 
girls  of  tender  age,  and  the  evidence 
on  which  this  punishment  of  flogging 
might  be  inflicted,  that  the  case  of  Mr. 
Hatch  would  not  be  brought  within  this 
clause,  and  was  no  precedent.  That  was 
a  case  of  indecently  assaulting  young 
girls ;  but  the  cases  he  was  proposing 
to  deal  with  were  not  cases  of  indecent 
assault,  but  cases  in  which  the  complete 
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offeDce  was  committed— cnsns  of  felony ; 
and,  of  courao.  no  convictioQ  would  bo 
obtained  of  euch  coBea,  exnept  on  medical 
proof  that  the  crime  had  been  committed. 
With  regard  to  the  argument  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Qentlemaa  that  inno- 
cent persons  might  be  subjected  to  this 
punishment,  that  was  an  argument 
against  all  Criminal  Law  whatever.  In- 
nocent persons  had,  to  the  sorrow  of 
all  right-minded  people,  been  convicted 
again  and  again.  They  had  been  sen- 
tenced to  imprisonment,  and  had  some- 
times even  lost  their  lives.  But  the 
remedy  for  that,  if  it  were  owing,  in  any 
way,  to  the  unsatisfactory  state  of  their 
law,  was  not  the  relaxation  of  punish- 
ment for  gross  crimes,  but  rather  the 
establishment  of  a  Court  of  Criminal 
Appeal,  which  he  thought  was  a  noces- 
sary  reform  in  their  Cnminal  Law. 
What  he  wanted  to  impress  upon  the 
Committee  was  that  the  character  of 
this  offence  was  so  horrible,  and  the  in- 
jury done  to  the  victims  of  it  so  great, 
and  the  degraded  character  of  the  man 
who  committed  it  so  revolting,  that  no 
punishment  could  be  too  soveie  for  him, 
and  that,  in  the  interests  of  society,  any 
punishment  that  would  best  deter  from 
■    '       of   the      ■ 


punishment  they  ought  to  adopt.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  {Mr.  Hop- 
wood)  had  drawn  a  very  powerful  pic- 
ture of  aman  suffering  this  punishment; 
but  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  bad 
drawn  the  picture  on  too  broad  lines, 
and  the  record  which  they  had  of  the 
infliction  of  this  punishment,  subject  to 
the  restrictions  of  tbe  Act  of  Parliament 
that  he  had  referred  to,  would  not  justify 
that  picture.  The  injury  done  to  little 
children  by  this  offence  was  an  injury 
for  life,  and  one  that  it  was  impossible 
to  estimate  the  consequences  of;  and, 
unfortunately,  the  crime  and  injury  were 
those  to  which  the  children  of  the  work- 
ing classes  were  especially  subjected. 
The  children  of  the  rich  were  protected, 
to  a  great  extent.  There  wore  eervanta 
constantly  looking  after  them  ;  but  the 
children  of  the  poor  were  constantly  at 
the  mercy  of  the  public,  and  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  public,  so  far  as  tbey  could, 
to  protect  Ibeni  from  these  offences. 
During  tbe  Assizes  at  Stafford,  which 
wore  taking  place  that  week,  there  had 
been  one  or  two  most  horrible  cases  of 
outraging  little  children— one  of  these 
being  a  case  in  which  a  stei){athor  took 
3£r.  H.  H.  Fo'da- 


advantage  of  his  position  to  outrage  the 
child  of  his  wife  under  circumstances 
of  most  disgusting  brutality.  Now,  be 
had  no  compassion  or  pity  for  Huch 
scoundrels.  He  should  like  to  see  them 
flogged.  He  thought  flogging  wonld 
not  only  be  the  proper  puuishment  for 
the  offence,  hut  would  have  a  great  de- 
terrent effect  on  tbe  crime ;  and  in  this 
matter  he  wae  not  going  altogether  on 
his  own  opinion.  He  would  not  rest 
the  matter  on  his  own  opinion — he  wonld 

E've  them  one  or  two  high  authorities. 
L  the  first  place,  take  the  opinion  of  a 
well-known  Judge,  a  person  no  one  could 
charge  with  being  a  sentimental  Judge, 
but  one  of  the  strongest  Judges  who 
had  ever  sat  on  tbe  English  Bench,  and 
who  had  had,  perhaps,  a  larger  expe- 
rience in  the  administration  of  the  Cri- 
minal Law  than  anyone  else — namely. 
Lord  Bramwell.  What  did  be  say? 
Why— 

"If  their  Lordships  only  kncir,  as  well  nslie 
AH,  who  the  persona  wore  « ho  committed  these 
offences,  thoy  would  God  that,  inallpnibabilitf, 
the  anticipaiioa  of  a  Uog^ag  would  haTt  ■  fai 
greater  dutorring  iofluence  upon  suchpenom 
thnn  any  thing  else  ;  and  particularly  upon  those 
who  committ^  it  on  defenceless  childc«a  under 
the  influeuce  of  a  detestable  superstitioD." — 
(3  Btuuard,  [l8ojl387.] 

The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  in  the  same 
debate,  said — 

"  He  had  put  the  question  to  a  number  of  the 
criminal  clauoB,  and  he  foand  that  they  pre- 
ferred months  of  imprisonment  to  one  Sogf^ng." 
and  thjit  he  "  be  believed  floggiii(;  would  bare 
a  more  deterrent  effect  than  anj  other  punish- 
ment."-(/4irf.) 

The  Amendment  had  been  accepted  by 
the  House  ot  Lords  without  a  division. 
Then,  tbe  present  law  inflicting  the 
punishment  of  flogging  for  robbery  'with 
personal  violence  had  never  been  com- 
plained of  aa  in  any  way  working  un- 
justly or  unfairly.  The  Judges  ordered 
that  punishment  according  to  their  dis- 
cretion ;  but  it  was  never  ordered  except 
in  cases  of  robbery  end  violence  of  great 
atrocity.  That  punishment,  he  was 
eatisfled,  would  meet  with  the  concur- 
rence of  the  public  opinion  of  the  coun- 
try. If  it  had  been  abhorrent  to  it 
iu  tbe  case  of  crimes  of  robbery  with 
violence,  it  would  have  been  long  since 
swept  out  of  the  Statute  Book.  He 
would  call  the  attention  of  tbe  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary  to  a 
still  higher  authority  than  any  he  had 
quoted  yet,  and  one  which,  he  thought. 
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would  have  woiglit  irith  the  right  hoa. 
QenUeman,  and  which  ought  to  have 
weight  with  his  Colleagues.  He  was 
about  to  quote  from  the  Prime  Minister 
— and  be  could  not  put  the  argumeuta 
for  the  clause  more  tersely  or  more  un- 
answerably than  the  Marquess  of  Salis- 
bury Lad  put  them  when  this  clause  was 
passed  by  the  House  of  Lords,  What 
did  he  say  ?    "Wby  that— 

"  He  deeply  regretted  that  Her  Msjesty's  Go- 
Ternmeiit  could  not  accept  the  Amendment." 

The  Qovemment  had  declined  to  accept 
it  on  the  ground,  principally,  that  they 
would  have  some  difficulty  in  passing  it 
through  this  House ;  but  they  after- 
wards withdrew  from  that  position — 

"  He  should  like  to  know  the  resBon  why. 
The  offence  was  one  of  the  most  horrible  that 
could  be  coneBived,  the  rooet  defenceleaa  girls 
ot  the  community  were  especially  expoaed  to  it, 
and  a  widely-ipread  Bapentilion  made  it  far 
commoner  than  it  would  be-  The  men  who 
committed  it  wore  unable  to  foresee  what  was 
involved  in  penal  aervitude  £or  life;  but  they 
nnderstood  the  pain  arising  from  Corporal 
ptuushment.  If  ever  corporal  puuishment  was 
ajust  instrument  to  be  placed  id  the  hands  of 
the  law-giver,  for  the  purpose  of  repressing 
odioui  crimes.it wasin thepreaeatcase.  There- 
fore, if  the  Amendinent  were  preased  to  a  divi- 
sion be  ihonld  vote  for  it." — (3  Haruard,  [i8o] 
1386.) 

Ha  (Mr.  Fowler)  appealed  to  the  Go- 
Temmsnt  not  to  run  away  from  tbe  deci- 
sion and  the  action  of  the  Frime  Minister 
on  this  matier ;  and  on  the  lines  and 
arguments  with  which  the  noble  Mar- 
quess had  advocated  this  most  desirable 
change  in  the  law  be  would  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  tbe  Home  Secre- 
tary to  consent  to  the  introduction  of 
these  words. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  2,  line  311,  after  the  word  "labour," 
to  insert  the  words  "and,  in  addition  to  any 
each  puniahntent,  tbe  court  before  whom  biicd 
person  shnll  ba  convicted  may  direct  that  such 
person  may  be  whipped,  to  the  extent  mentioned 
in  and  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  Act  of 
tho  twenty-aiith  and  twenty- Bo»euth  Victoria, 
chapter  forty-four,  entitled  '  An  Act  for  thu 
further  securing  of  tho  persons  of  Her  Majesty's 
subjecta  from  personal  violence. "—( if r.  Mciiry 
E.  rc<,:Ur.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mb.  SAMPSON  LLOYD  said,  he  re- 
gretted that  he  was  not  in  the  House 
when  his  Amendment  was  reached  to 
leave  out  the  words  "  for  life,  or  for  any 
term   not  less    than    five  years."     He 


warned  the  Committee,  in  regieterintt 
its  decision  against  persons  guilty  of 
the  oSence  named  in  the  clause,  not  to 
lose  sight  of  cases  where  numbers  of 
children  herded  together  in  one  room, 
and  young  boya  might  become  guilty. 
He  thought  that  to  pass  a  clause  requir- 
ing a  eentenceof  penal  servitude  for  life, 
or  for  a  minimum  period  of  five  years, 
regardless  of  the  tender  age  of  a  pri- 
soner, would  be  a  mistake.  In  the  case 
of  boys,  whipping  was  the  proper  punish- 
ment, and  nothing  but  it. 

Mr.  baking  :  I  rise  to  Order.  I 
think  the  point  tbe  hon.  Member  is 
dealing  with  has  been  settled. 

Mr.  SAMPSON  LLOYD  said,  he  was 
only  speaking  on  the  clause  generally. 
If  the  clause  passed  as  it  now  stood, 
children  would  be  liable  to  be  sent  to 

Senal  servitude,  and  he  asked  that  ohiU 
ren  under  14  should  be  punished  with 
nothing  but  whipping — certainly  not 
with  penal  servitude. 

Me.  BAEING  said,  the  hon,  Gentle- 
man was  a  little  late  in  Ms  proposal.  It 
would,  he  thought,  be  wise  to  accept 
tbe  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
tho  Member  for  Wolverhampton.  Tbe 
punishment  of  flogging,  they  might 
rely  upon  it,  would  never  be  inflicted 
unless  it  were  well  deserved. 

Mk.  HOPWOOD  said,  he  did  not 
know  that  the  Prime  Minister  had  any 
more  experienoe  in  this  matter  of  the 

Erevention  of  crime  than  a  great  many 
on.  Members;  therefore,  however 
powerful  might  have  been  the  language 
employed  by  him  in  expressing  his 
views,  and  however  well  worthy  the 
speech  might  have  been  of  hearing,  or 
was  now  worthy  of  reading,  too  much 
weight  ahould  not  be  attached  to  it.  He 
{Mr.  Hopwood)  opposed  the  Amend- 
ment, believing  that  if  they  wanted  to 
suppress  <^rimes,  increasing  the  severity 
of  puuishment  '^vas  not  the  beat  way  to 
do  it.  Thej'  knew  the  heavy  punish- 
inents  their  forefathers  had  attached  to 
a  great  many  crimes,  and  how  little  tliey 
succeeded  in  that  way  in  suppressing 
them.  They  knew  how  often  verdicts 
of  "  not  guilty  "  were  returned  because 
of  the  extreme  severity  of  the  punish- 
ments which  would  follow  convictions, 
and  every  tyro  in  the  science  of  Jaw  knew 
how  little  efi'ect  extreme  penalties  had 
exercised  on  the  criminal  classes,  even 
where  tbe  inducement  was  ao  little  as 
stealing  \t.  in  a  dwelling  houae,  and  a. 
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multitude  of  eiroilar  offecees.  Some  of 
those  offences  were  bo  small  that  it  would 
havfl  been  thought  that  whipping  would 
prove  a  sufficient  deterrent,  and  yet,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  even  death  had  not 
been.  He  would  remind  his  hon.  Friend 
that  in  the  olden  time  whipping  bad 
been  a  punishment  for  stealing.  It  was 
onlj  superseded  some  40  or  5{t  years 
ago  b;  the  introduction  of  the  House  of 
Oorrectioa  system,  which  was  introduced 
by  those  who  were  philanthropists,  and 
not  only  by  them,  bnt  by  those  who 
were  convinced  that  this  whipping  busi- 
ness was  a  mistake,  and  really  injured 
those  who  inflicted  it.  It  injured  those 
who  heard  the  sentence  given ;  it  in- 
jured the  Judges  who  gave  it ;  and  re- 
duced the  feelings  of  mankind  to  a 
lower  level  of  eensibility.  That  was  the 
only  ground  on  which  they  could  try  to 
convince  or  impress  those  who  were  ad- 
vocates of  this  brutal  system.  Those 
who  were  now  in  powermust  be  brought 
to  understand  what  the  objection  was 
to  this  punishment.  They  must  be  taught 
that  there  was  aomething  debasing  about 
torture  punishments  not  only  on  the 
men  on  whom  they  were  administered, 
but  on  society,  which  was  conniving  at, 
.or  was  accessory  to,  the  punishments. 
The  enormity  of  the  ofience  was  spoken 
of.  He  granted  it.  They  pictured  a 
child  and  a  grown  man,  who  was  old 
enough  to  know  better,  and  they  were 
shocked  at  the  baseness  of  the  act.  But 
hie  contention  was  that  they  were  not 
to  fix  their  eyes  alone  upon  the  offence 
aa  being  so  enormous  that  they  must 
punish  it  in  this  way.  They  must  look 
to  see  what  was  the  object  of  punish- 
ment, and  how  punishment  operated. 
For  his  own  part,  be  was  bound  to  say 
he  had  little  belief  generally  in  lawe  of 
this  kind.  He  admitted  that  in  their 
society  it  was  necessary  to  have  laws; 
but  he  believed  that,  with  regard  to 
crime  in  the  country,  they  might  go  on 
the  dead  level  of  averages.  The  same 
crop  came  up  at  the  Assizes,  the  same 
crop  at  the  Sessions,  probably,  of  late 
years  with  a  few  diminutions— diminu- 
tions which  bad  begun  to  be  marked, 
and  which  he  hoped  might  go  on — but 
all  this  improvement  was  entirely  irre- 
spective of  the  question  of  the  punish- 
ment they  inflicted.  To  operate  upon  the 
community  by  social  regeneration,  they 
must  repress  all  brutalizing  influences. 
Public  opinion  was  anxious  for  the  re- 
Mr.  Sopitoad 


pression  of  these  influences,  and  that  a 
section  of  the  public  were  crying  out 
just  now  for  the  enactment  of  these 
cruel  punishments  was,  he  thought, 
attributable  rather  to  inexperience  of 
such  matters  than  to  a  thirst  after  re- 
prisals and  revenge  against  those  they 
thought  or  felt  had  inflicted  on  them  an 
irreparable  injury.  He  wondered  his 
hon.  Friend  had  not  said  that  this  punish- 
mentof  flogging  had  put  down  garotting. 
The  House  had  dealt  with  garotting  by 
adopting  this  punishment.  When  oaa 
of  its  Members  was  siricken  down  and 
robbed  the  House  ran  into  a  panic,  just 
as  it  had  done  now,  and  had  declared 
that  it  must  have  whipping  and  flogging. 
A  horrible,  selfish  feeling  was  aroused 
in  the  House,  and  it  passed  an  Act  to 
legalize  this  punishment.  The  Minister 
of  the  day — Sir  George  Grey — did  his 
best  to  resist  it;  but  the  House  passed 
it  over  bis  Lead.  That  was  the  meaaore 
they  were  asked  to  admire — a  measure 
which  was  opposed  bj*,  probably,  one  of 
the  most  intellectual  men  in  the  House, 
and  opposed  by  him  because  be  was 
doing  his  duty.  That  was  the  punish- 
ment they  were  now  called  ou  to  add 
to.  What  had  happened?  Why,  the 
Act  was  passed ;  but  before  it  came 
into  operation,  a  number  of  men — 
the  specialists,  he  might  call  them — 
were  arrested,  and  were  tried  and  sen- 
tenced. Those  facts  had  been  related 
in  that  House  30  times  by  his  hon. 
Friend  the  late  Member  for  Leiceatf-r 
(Mr.  F.  A.  Taylor) ;  but  the  same  thing 
went  on,  the  same  ignorance  was  shown. 
"Oh!  it  put  down  garotting!"  it  was 
said.  It  did  nothing  of  the  kind,  aa 
oould  be  shown  on  irrefutable  evidence. 
The  Bill  was  passed;  it  was  to  ooma 
into  force  in  the  following  November. 
The  mcD  who  composed  this  gang,  and 
who,  by  the  way,  had  been  taught  this 
garotting  by  a  prison  warder,  who  put 
on  the  hug,  as  he  called  it,  on  board  one 
of  Her  Majesty's  convict  ships,  when 
he  wished  to  reduce  refractory  con- 
victs to  aubmissioQ,  showing  how  Ber&- 
rity  uf  punisbment  and  cruelty  on  the 
part  of  the  representatives  of  the  law 
re-acted  to  the  injury  of  society — this 
gang  was  arrested  in  London,  and  tried 
by  that  very  Lord  Bramwetl  whom  th* 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler;  had 
referred  to,  at  the  Old  Bailey,  and 
punished  under  the  then  existing  law. 
They  were  condemned  and  sentencud  to 
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lon^  temiB  of  penal  aerritude ;  but  thera 
■woe  not  a  flogging  given  amonKBt  them ; 
and  Mr.  BuBsell  Gurusy.  the  Becorder, 
when  he  met  the  Qrand  Jury  the  follow- 
ing month,  was  able  tocongratulate  them 
on  the  puniehment  of  the  garotters  and 
the  cessation  of  the  crime  of  garotting. 
ISotbin^  in  the  form  of  garotting — of 
that  scientific  form  of  garotting — had 
occurred  since.  They  had  robberies  with 
Tiolonce  which  were  sometimes  treated 
with  this  pumshment,  but  their  Dumber 
bad  not  diminished.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman (llr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  had  referred 
to  some  of  the  Judges.  Well,  a  good 
many  others,  ae  the  hon.  Member  was 
a  ware,  had  expressed  their  opinion 
against  it,  and  had  always  refused  to 
adopt  it.  Lord  Bramwell  was  quoted, 
but  many  of  his  Lordship's  learned 
brethren  and  friends  took  a  very  dif- 
ferent view  of  this  subject  to  that  which 
he  himself  took.  No  doubt  Lord  Bram- 
well was  very  thorough  in  all  he  did — 
and  it  might  be  at  times  a  little  stem 
and  a  little  aerere^but  they  were  not 
called  upon  to  support  him  in  all  he  did 
and  in  all  he  thought.  He  (Mr.  Hop- 
wood)  preferred  to  call  into  court  the 
right  hoD.  Gentleman  the  present  Home 
Secretary,  who  had  probably  had  more 
experience  in  oonuection  with  matters 
of  this  kind  than  any  man  liring. 
His  hon.  Friend  on  the  Front  Opposi- 
tion Bench  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  did  not 
remember  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(Sir  K.  Assheton  Cross),  when  he  came 
into  power  in  1874,  was  called  on,  by  a 
strong  expression  of  opinion  behind 
the  Ministerial  Bench,  and  perhaps  on 
the  Opposition  side  of  the  House,  to 
apply  flogging  as  a  punishment  in  cases 
of  violent  offences,  among  others  of  bru- 
tality on  the  part  of  husbands  towards 
their  wives.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
thereupon,  in  his  position  as  Secretary 
of^State,  gathered  the  opinions  of  all 
manner  of  Judges  and  all  manner  of 
Chairmen  of  Quarter  Sessions.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would,  he  thought, 
agree  with  him  that  the  majority  were 
in  favour  of  the  punishment.  It  was 
very  amusing  to  notice  that  the  Scotch 
Judges,  who,  avowing  that  they  had  no 
experience  in  the  matter,  declared  in 
favour  of  the  punisbmeat  of  flogging, 
saying  they  had  no  doubt  it  was  an  ex- 
^llent  practice.  What  had  therigbt  hon. 
Gentleman  dune  when  he  oame  to  dissect 
all  the  evidence  and  consider  what  course 


was  to  be  taken  in  the  matter  ?  Wby,  he 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be 
unwise— he  (Mr.  Hopwood)  submitted 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did,  for 
bis  acts  showed  it — to  go  back  upon 
Iheir  legislation  in  the  matter;  that  it 
would  be  a  retrograde  course ;  and  that 
the  result  would  be  ineffective,  and  in* 
jurious  to  the  public  interest.  The  right 
hon.  Gentlemanhaddeolinnd  totake  the 
course  suggested  to  him,  and  dropped 
the  Bill  which  he  bad  brought  in. 
The  result  of  the  right  hon.  Oontle- 
man's  inquiry  was  to  be  found  in  a 
large  Blue  Book.  It  comprehended  the 
opinions  of  an  immense  number  of  per- 
sonscompetent  to  say  what  they  thought ; 
but  it  had  remained  undusted  on  the 
shelves  of  the  Home  Office  from  that  day 
to  this.  The  country  bad  been  freed  from 
this  barbarous  importation  into  its  Crimi- 
nal Code.  He  (Mr.  Hopwood)  resisted — 
heshould  resist  to  the  utmost — every  auoh 
effort  to  brutalize  the  law,  for  if  fitting 
torture  was  to  be  inserted  in  the  Bill  they 
would  have  to  resort  to  the  cognate  or 
correlative  tortures  of  ancient  dayawhioli 
were  applied  to  these  offences.  He  ob- 
jected to  torture  of  every  sort,  and  he 
especially  objected  to  it  in  cases  where, 
as  his  hon.  Friend  said,  "  there  was  no 
danger,  because  you  always  have  medi- 
cal testimony  to  prove  whether  the 
offence  has  been  committed  or  not." 
He  (Mr.  Hopvood)  did  not  think  so 
much  of  medical  evidence  in  these  mat- 
ters. The  important  question  always 
was — "Is  that  the  man  who  did  it?" 
not  whether  the  thing  was  done.  They 
might  have  a  man  convicted  on  the 
evidence  of  two  children — or  of  one,  the 
other  not  being  old  enough  to  give 
ewom  testimony — and  sentenced  ;  and 
afterwards  it  might  turn  out  that  he 
was  not  guilty.  In  the  meantime,  he- 
fore  his  innocence  was  established  to 
the  satisfaction  of  everyone,  the  unfor* 
tunate  man  would  have  his  back  flogged 
and  scarred  and  indented  to  gratify  this 
notion  of  strengthening  the  Criminal 
Law.  He  thought  the  Committee  would 
act  wisely  in  rejecting  the  clause. 

Me.  monk  said,  he  hoped  that 
when  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Stockport  (Mr.  Hop- 
wood)  was  seated  on  the  Judicial  Bench 
— as  he  trusted,  before  many  years,  he 
would  be  —  that  he  would  find  this 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H,  H. 
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was  quite  sure  that,  whatever  present 
Judi^es  might  think  of  the  punishmsnt 
of  flogging  iu  cases  of  garottiug,  and 
whatever  construction  might  be  put 
upon  it,  the  bon.  and  learned  Qentle- 
man,  on  finding  persons  guilt;  of  this 
abominable  offence,  would  order  flagging 
to  he  inflicted  on  the  criminals.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Oentleman  hod  said 
that  years  ago  the  punishment  of  death 
bad  been  inflicted  for  very  small  offences. 
That  might  have  boen  the  case  —  no 
doubt,  it  was  the  case  ;  but  this  was  not 
a  small  offence  that  they  were  now  die- 
ouasing.  When  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  said  that  flogging  was  not  a 
deterrent  in  cases  of  garotting  he  would 
ask  him  could  be  suggest  himself  any 
greater  deterrent  than  flogging  in  a  case 
like  this  ?  Flogging,  however,  had  been 
a  deterrent  in  the  case  of  garotting,  and 
he  was  certain  that  persons  who  might 
be  guilty  of  an  offence  of  this  nature 
would  think  once,  and  twico,  and  thrice 
before  they  committed  the  offence  if 
they  believed  they  would  have  their 
backs  scored,  even  in  the  cruel  manner 
which  seemed  to  raise  the  susceptibilities 
of  his  boa.  and  learned  Friend.  He 
hopod  the  Committee  would  accept  the 
clause  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Wolver- 
hampton, because  be  was  satisfied  that 
flogging  would  be  found  a  great  deter- 
rent against  these  abominable  crimes. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD  said,  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Stockport  (Mr.  Uopwood)  drew 
a  very  interesting  analogy  between 
handing  and  whipping.  There  was 
this  about  the  two  punishments— that 
neither  could  be  recalled  ;  if  a  man  was 
flogged  no  process  of  law  could  relieve 
him  from  the  disgrace  attending  the 
punishment.  But  there  woe  one  obser- 
vation he  wished  particularly  to  make, 
and  it  waa  that  this  horrible  offence — 
and  he  could  conceive  no  offence  deserv- 
ing of  severer  punishment  than  that 
now  under  consideration — this  offence 
was,  unhappily,  committed  by  persons 
in  various  classes  of  society,  and  he  was 
afraid  it  was  the  practice  of  Judicial 
Tribunals  in  this  country  to  award  whip- 
ping to  persons  of  one  class  of  society 
only.  He  had  no  confidence  that  if 
whipping  were  provided  as  a  punish- 
ment for  this  horrible  offence  it  would 
be  administered  to  persona  of  consiJer- 
ablo  social  standing  if  they  should 
Mr.  Monl 
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happen  to  be  brought  within  the  meahea 
of  the  law.  The  Committee  had  not 
yet  heu^  the  opinion  of  the  higheet 
authority  in  the  House  on  the  subject. 
They  had  some  right  to  look  for  "  light 
and  leading  "  from  the  Home  Secretary 
^Sir  E.  Assheton  Cross)  to  whom  the 
hou.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Mena- 
ber  for  Stockport  (Mr.  Hopwood)  had 
referred  as,  perhaps,  one  of  the  most  ex- 
perienced authorities  upon  this  very  im- 
portant question. 

Captain  FRICE  said,  that  as  no  one 
on  the  Ministerial  side  of  the  Hodm 
bad  as  yet  spoken  upon  this  matter  he 
rose  to  say  .if  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H. 
Fowler)  pressed  his  Amendment  to  a 
division  be  would  be  happy  to  vote  with 
him.  A  good  deal  had  been  said  about 
the  deterrent  effect  of  flogging.  He 
wished  to  say  this  as  regarded  the  Navy 
— and  he  waa  not  one  who  wished  to 
see  flowing  re-introdnced  into  the  Nary 
— that  ever  since  the  abolition  of  flogging 
in  the  Navy  the  coses  of  assaults  on 
superior  officers  had  very  lai^ly  in- 
creased. During  the  last  eight  or  10 
years  before  the  abolition  of  flogging, 
and  whilst  flogging  was,  so  to  speak, 
dying  out  in  the  Service,  the  caaee  of 
assaults  upon  superior  officers  increased 
in  the  proportion  as  the  cases  of  flogging 
decreased.  There  were  Returns  in  the 
Library  which  bore  out  exactly  what  he 
said.  He  waa  perfectly  eatiefied  that 
flogging  did  most  decidedly  act  aa  a  de- 
terrent in  the  case  of  garotting. 

Mb.  HASTINGS  was  desirous  of  say- 
ing a  word  or  two  upon  the  Amend- 
ment moved  by  the  hon.  Member  Ua 
Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler), 
becauseit  carried  out  a  suggestion  which 
be  made  to  tbeGrandJuryof  hiscouoty 
about  a  year  ago,  that  it  was  sbao- 
lutely  necessary  that  in  these  caaee  a 
more  severe  punishment  than  the  law 
provided  should  be  given.  He  mads 
the  Euggeetion  for  the  reason  that  during 
the  15  years  that  he  had  had  the  honour 
of  being  one  of  the  Chairman  of  Quar- 
ter Sessions  in  Woroestershiro  thia  kind 
of  offence  had  been  continually  increas- 
ing. He  found,  on  looking  through  the 
Calendars,  that  now  there  were  usnally 
seven  or  eight  of  such  cases  out  of  s 
total  of  30  or  40  cases.  Within  the 
last  10  years  thero  had  been  upwarrla  of 
200  assaults  upon  childroa  bv  adult  men. 
triod  at  AsaiKts  and   Ejeat>ious   in    hie 
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county.  He  had  never  passed  a  lenient 
eenteuce  in  any  one  of  those  caaee,  and 
therefore  he  could  only  come  to  the  con- 
clurion  that  the  present  punishment  of 
imprisonment  was  not  sufficient  to  pre- 
vent an  increase  of  those  abominable  of- 
fences. What  the  state  of  things  was  in 
the  rest  of  England  he  did  not  pretend 
to  know  ;  but  ho  believed  the  judicial 
statistics  would  show  that  this  crime 
had  increased  in  the  couotry  generally. 
It  was  a  crime  which  Farliament  would 
do  well  to  deal  with  with  the  greatest 
aeverity.  He  was  not  at  all  in  favour 
of  the  pnnishment  of  flogging  as  a  rule ; 
bat  he  thought  that  with  regard  to  par- 
ticular offences  it  was  neceseary  to  take 
into  account  their  nature,  aud  to  see 
what  was  best  adapted  to  check  them. 
"What  was  this  offence  of  assaulting  in- 
nocent children  ?  It  surely  was  one  of 
the  most  brutal  offences  in  the  world, 
and.  therefore,  one  which  might  very 
well  be  met  by  a  certain  amount  nf 
brutality  in  the  punishment.  He  should 
be  very  glad  if  Parliament  would  try 
whether  the  punishment  of  flogging 
would  not  act  as  a  considerable  deterrent 
in  regard  to  offences  of  this  kind.  He 
was  afraid  that  while  certain  kinds  of 
crime  in  this  country  were  fortunately 
on  the  decrease,  there  had  not  been  a 
decrease,  but,  on  the  contrary,  a  con- 
siderable  increase,  in  the  offences  which 
sprang  from  brutal  passion.  He  be- 
lieved the  best  things  the  Committee 
oonld  do  waa  to  adopt  this  Amendment, 
and  see  whether  flogging  would  not 
prove  effectual,  especisdly  as  the  crimes 
aimed  at  by  tiiie  Bill  were  peculiarly 
heinous. 

Ma.  HOPWOOD  inquired  if  it  was 
onatomary  in  Worcestershire,  a  division 
of  whioh  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Hast- 
ings) represented,  to  try  cases  of  this 
description  whioh  were  not  triable  at 
Quarter  Sessions  ? 

Mb.  8A.MUEL  SMITH  regretted  that 
when  the  hon.  (rentleman  the  Member 
for  Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler) 
moved  his  Amendment  there  were  very 
few  Members  present,  because  he  was 
sure  that  if  there  had  been  a  large 
Committee  it  would  have  been  very 
much  moved  by  the  ailments  used 
bv  the  hon.  Gentleman  in  his  very  ex- 
cellent speech,  arguments  with  which 
be  (Mr.  S.  Smith)  entirely  agreed. 
Some  of  the  cases  whioh  came  before 
the  public  were  almost  too  horrible  to 


mention.  He  would  read  a  line  or  two 
to  the  Committee  with  regard  to  one 
caae  well  known  in  the  City  of  London, 
and  ask  hon.  Gentlemen  if  flogging  was 
too  severe  a  punishment  to  inflict  upon 
the  offender.  This  was  what  one  of  the 
gaol  chaplains  in  London  had  written — 
"  ThBTO  U  a  monster  now  walking  about,  who 
acts  as  a  clerk  in  a  highly  respectable  estah- 


and  ruin  ohildreu,  A  very  short  time  ago  10 
coses  were  proved  against  him  before  a  magis- 
trnta  on  the  Surrsy  aide  of  the  river.  The 
children  were  all  fearfully  injured,  poeeibly  for 
life." 

He  (Mr.  S.  Smith)  believed  there  were 
60  cases  of  injury  proved  against  the 
man.  [An  hon.  Meuber  :  Bubbish!] 
He  could  give  the  name  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  said  this  was  rubbish. 
To  show  the  frequency  of  this  offence 
he  might  say  that  it  was  only  that  day 
he  had  out  out  of  a  Liverpool  paper  an- 
other case,  in  which  no  less  than  SO  iu- 
stances  of  injury  to  children  under  13 
years  of  age  were  charged  against  one 
man.  A  great  many  cases  of  the  most 
dreadful  kind  had  come  before  him  in 
connection  with  the  various  benevolent 
Societies  in  which  he  waa  interested — 
some  of  them  were  almost  incredible. 
The  men  who  committed  those  offences 
seemed  to  have  such  a  propensity  to 
commit  them  that  it  almost  amounted 
to  insanity,  and  he  did  believe  that  no 
punishment  would  restrain  that  class  of 
brutes  so  effectually  as  flogging.  He 
believed  fledging  would  act  as  a  much 
greater  deterrent  than  any  amount  of 
penal  servitude.  It  was  the  only  kind 
of  punishment  that  those  brutal  natures 
could  feel,  and  he  was  convinced  of  this — 
that  throughout  the  country  there  was 
growing  a  very  strong  determination 
that  far  more  severe  punishment  should 
be  meted  out  to  those  offenders.  If 
be  was  not  mistaken  they  would  be- 
fore long  see  a  very  extensive  ap|dioa- 
tion  of  the  law  of  lynching  in  this  coun- 
try. ["Oh!"]  Yes ;  he  believed  they 
would  see  the  application  of  the  lynch 
law  to  the  monsters  whose  whole  lives 
were  devoted  to  this  detestable  occupa- 
tion. He  believed  that  in  no  country 
except  England  would  such  men  be 
allowed  to  go  about  unharmed ;  cer- 
tainly in  the  United  States  brutes 
like  those  would  soon  receive  a  taste  of 
the  lyuch  law.  Flogging  was  a  lenient 
punishment  for  cases  of  that  kind.     He 
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would  Bsk  boil.  Geatlomen  who  objeot«d 
to  tbe  infliction  of  flog^n^  what  would 
be  their  feelings  if  their  own  little 
daughters  were  assaulted  ?  »What  would 
they  think  if  their  little  girls  of  four  or 
five  were  injured  for  life,  as  he  had 
Icnown  several  young  children  to  be? 
Would  they  consider  flogging  too  severe 
a  punishment  to  impose  r  He  held  there 
was  nothing  in  the  last  degree  cruel  or 
barbarous  in  flogging  for  such  offences. 
Punishment  was  the  expression  of  the 
righteousness  of  justice,  and  the  con- 
science of  the  people  demanded  a  saTere 
punishment  in  these  cases.  Ke  believed 
that  if  the  question  were  put  to  the  vote 
of  the  millions  not  one  man  in  1,000 
would  be  found  tosaythatfloggingought 
not  to  be  a  part  of  the  punishment.  He 
hoped  the  Committee  would  accept  the 
Amendment.  He  was  sure  that  fay  so 
doing  they  would  give  satisfaction  out- 
of-doota.  He  had  received  many  resolu- 
tions from  meetings  asking  for  flowing. 
This  was  easentially  a  working  man's 
question,  and  the  working  men  were 
crying  out  that  flogging  should  be  the 
punishment  of  the  men  who  went  about 
ruining  little  girls  by  the  hundreds. 

Mh.  FINCH-HATTON  said,  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Stockport  (Mr.  Hop  wood)  appeared  to 
produce  a  considerable  impression  upon 
the  hon.  Members  who  sat  near  him  by 
the  reason  he  gave  for  the  failure  of  the 
very  severe  punishments  which  were 
known  at  the  beginning  of  this  century. 
Surely  it  could  not  have  escaped  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman's  recollection  that 
at  the  beginning  of  the  century  there 
was  great  inequality  in  the  punishment 
meted  out  to  offences  against  the  person 
as  compared  with  offences  against  pro- 
perty; that  the  punishments  in  the  latter 
case  were  such  that  the  conscience  of  the 
nation  revolted  against  them;  and  that 
juries  could  hardly  be  found  to  oonviot, 
or  Judges  to  pass  sentence,  becauee  of 
their  severity.  It  really  becamea  regular 
system  amongst  criminals  to  take  the 
chance  of  whether  they  met  with  a  hang- 
ing Judge,  as  he  was  called,  or  one  who 
would  not  pass  the  capital  sentence. 
But  in  the  present  case  it  could  not  be 
contended  that  the  punishment  whioh  it 
was  now  proposed  to  inflii^t  for  this 
villainous  offence  was  otherwise  than 
one  which  ought  naturally  to  follow 
it.  The  offence  was  such  thnt  if  the 
offender  were  to  walk  up  the  Boot 
Mr.  Samiifl  Smit/i 


of  the  House  there  was  not  an  hon. 
Member  who  would  not  be  inclined  tn 
apply  a  whip,  supposing  he  had  one,  to 
the-fellow's  back.  There  was  a  great 
difference  between  these  cases  and  those 
to  whioh  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man (Mr.  Hopwood)  had  alluded.  He 
(Mr.  Finch-Hatton)  intended  to  vote  for 
the  Amendment,  and  had  felt  bound  to 
point  out  how  false  the  historical  analogy 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Qentleman  was. 
The  SEOEETAEY  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AssuETON  Okoss)  said,  the  question 
had  been  discussed  pretty  fully,  and  he 
did  not  know  that  they  would  gain  very 
much  by  discussing  it  at  any  ^eater 
length.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Stockport  (Mr. 
Hopwood)  asked  if  he  (Sir  B.  Aesheton 
Cross)  would  give  his  opinion  on  the 
subject.  Of  course,  he  was  bound  to  do 
so,  quite  irrespective  of  any  appeal  whkh 
might  be  made  to  him  in  the  mattn. 
There  was  one  thing  he  regretted  about 
the  question  of  flogging,  and  that  was 
that  it  was  brought  forward  every 
now  and  again  in  certain  individual 
oases,  and  never  dealt  with  as  a  ques- 
tion of  principle.  However,  he  was 
called  upon  to  deal  with  this  Amend- 
ment, and  in  dealing  with  it  he  had  to 
ask  himself  two  questions.  First  of  all, 
was  this  punishment  known  to  their 
Criminal  Law  ?  About  that  there  was 
not  the  smallest  doubt.  And  the  next 
question  he  had  to  oak  himself  was.  If 
it  was  known  to  their  Criminal  Law,  was 
it  applied  to  offences  of  a  higher  or 
lower  character  to  the  one  und&r  con- 
sideration ?  Well,  so  long  as  the  punish- 
ment existed  he  could  not  imagine  an 
offence  of  a  graver  character,  or  one 
which  was  more  deserving  such  a  ponish- 
mont,  than  that  of  an  assault  upon  a 
child.  If  he  were  asked  why  he  was  in 
favour  of  flogging  his  answer  would  be 
that  he  believed  that  it  was  a  deterrent. 
Hon.  Members  remembered  the  debate 
which  took  place  not  many  years  ago  as 
to  whether  flogging  was  proper  in  the 
Army.  One  of  the  strongest  arguments 
then  advanced  in  favour  of  the  abolition 
of  flogging  was  that  it  deterred  men 
from  entering  the  Army.  But  if  it  de- 
terred men  from  going  into  the  Army  it 
must  also  have  deterred  men  from  com- 
mitting offences  in  the  Army.  He,  there- 
fore, thought  it  could  not  be  said  that 
the  chance  of  having  such  a  punishment 
inflicted  was  not  a  deterrent-    He  quite 


737 


Criminal  Law 


Amendment  Bill 


738 


agreed  fhat  in  this  partionlar  case  the 
Committee  ought  to  be  very  careful 
what  the;^  did.  They  ought  not  to  legis- 
late in  a  panic.  The;  ought  to  act 
calmly  and  judioially,  and  that  was  the 
reason  why  he  put  the  two  queationa  he 
had  meotioDed  to  himself.  As  for  as  he 
could  see,  there  was  ao  ofEenoe  of  a 
woTsa  character  than  the  one  they  con- 
templated. The  consequences  were  so 
grieTous,  and  the  mind  of  the  man  who 
could  commit  such  an  offence  must  be 
eo  bmtal,  that  there  was  hardly  any 
puniahment  for  it  severe  enough.  Do 
not  let  them  be  led  away  by  the  thought 
that  the  Judges  would  always  impose 
this  paaishment.  The  hon.  and  lesmed 
Qontleman  the  Member  for  Stockport 
(Mr.  Hopwood)  bad  said  very  truly  that 
whipping  when  once  administered  could 
never  be  taken  back.  A  man  might  be 
imprisoned  and  then  released,  but  a 
man  could  not  be  relieved  of  the  dis- 
grace which  whipping  entailed.  But  it 
might  be  depended  upon  that  that  would 
malce  a  Judge  extremely  cautious  how 
he  acted ;  if  there  was  the  smallest  doubt 
in  bis  mind  as  to  the  g^ilt  of  the  accused 
he  would  assuredly  not  order  flogging. 
If  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Wolverhampton  {Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler) 
went  to  a  division,  he  (Sir  B.  Assbeton 
Cross)  would,  for  the  reasons  he  had 
given,  vote  for  the  Amendment. 

Sra  PAEEER  HERSOHELL  said, 
he  had  long  entertained  ao  strong  and 
decided  an  opinion  with  respect  to  the 
punishment  of  flogging  that  be  felt  he 
should  do  wrong  if  he  did  not  express 
that  opinion  now.  He  yielded  to  no  one 
in  bis  horror  and  detestation  of  this 
crime.  He  quite  agreed  that  no  puniah- 
ment could  be  too  severe  for  it ;  but  he 
strongly  objected  to  the  punishment  of 
flogging  for  two  reasons.  The  first  was, 
that  it  was  perhaps  above  all  other 
punishments  an  unequal  punishment. 
They  inflicted  the  same  number  of 
strokes  upon  two  men,  and  the  chances 
were  that  the  man  who  deserved  to  feel 
the  punishment  most  felt  it  by  far  the 
least.  It  was  an  extremely  unequal 
punishment.  And,  in  the  next  place, 
it  was  of  all  punishments  the  most  un- 
certain. They  had  to  leave  the  punish- 
ment, as  they  must  leave  it,  to  the  dia- 
oretion  of  the  Judges.  There  were  some 
Judges  who  would  always  flog ;  there 
were  some  Judges  who  would  neverflog. 
Whether  the  punishment  was  inflicted 
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or  not  depended,  not  upon  the  gravity 
of  the  offence,  but  upon  the  particular 
Judge  who  might  chance  to  go  that  par- 
ticular Circuit.  He  quite  agreed  that 
if  men  could  be  certain  that  flogging 
would  always  be  inflicted  it  might  act 
as  a  great  deterrent ;  but  wherever  a 
particular  punishment  was  uncertain, 
wherever  it  was  doubtful  whether  a 
man  would  receive  it  or  not,  a  man 
alvays  gave  himself  the  beneflt  of  tbe 
doubt,  and  the  puniahment  was  not  a 
deterrent  to  the  extent  it  would  be  if 
the  punishment  were  a  certain  punish- 
ment. He  (Sir  Farrer  Herschell)  knew 
it  was  the  prevailing  opinion  that  this 
puniahment  acted  as  a  great  deterrent 
in  cases  of  crimes  of  violence — that  it 
put  down  garotting.  He  invited  anyone 
who  entertained  that  belief  to  be  good 
enough  to  peruee  a  Betum  which  wae 
laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House  at  hia 
instance,  because  by  that  Return  it  was 
shown  very  clearly  that  garotting  had 
been  put  down  before  the  Flogging  Act 
was  passed.  He  obtained  a  Return  of 
the  number  of  crimes  of  violence  at  the 
Central  Criminal  Court  and  at  every 
Assize  for  the  two  years  before  the 
flogging  was  introduced  and  for  every 
year  subsequently ;  and  if  anything  was 
proved  by  that  Return  it  was  proved  to 
conclusion  that  the  offence  of  garotting 
had  been  substantially  put  down  before 
the  Act  imposing  flogging  was  passed. 
And  how  was  it  put  down  ?  He  be- 
lieved the  suppression  of  garotting  was 
due  very  much  to  the  action  of  one 
Judge  who  sat  at  the  Central  Criminal 
Court.  A  number  of  these  cases  came 
before  bim,  and  he  dealt  with  them  with 
very  great  severity.  From  that  time 
the  cases  in  which  this  cruelty  to  per- 
sons was  inflicted  ceased.  If  hon. 
Members  would  read  the  Return  to 
which  he  alluded  they  would  find  that 
if  a  Judge  went  Assize  and  flogged 
a  number  of  men  for  a  particular  ofi'ence, 
ihe  number  of  such  offences  at  the 
next  Assize  did  not  diminish.  If  they 
could  prove  anything  from  it,  it  would 
be  this  —  that  a  flogging  Judge  waa 
followed  by  a  number  of  garotting 
cases,  and  that  a  non-flogging  Judge 
by  a  great  diminution  of  that  crime. 
He  did  not  say  that  was  the  result; 
but  he  did  maintain  that  if  anything 
was  conclusively  proved  it  was  that 
flogging  had  not  the  deterrent  efieot 
it  was  commonly  believed  to  have , 
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Thera  must  be  uncertainty  in  the  punieh' 
ment.  They  could  not  say  that  every 
man  who  committed  a  particular  offence 
should  be  flogged ;  and  unlesa  they  did 
that  they  left  the  puuishmetit  uncertain. 
He  had  these  strong  objections  to  the 
punishment,  and  therefore  he  was  op- 
posed to  any  attempt  to  extend  it.  He 
knew  the  offence  with  which  thia  clause 
dealt  was  one  about  which  people  felt 
most  strongly.  He  knew  that  the  incli- 
nation of  eTetrone,  as  the  hon.  Oentle- 
maii  (Mr.  Finch-Hatton)  had  said,  would 
be  to  inflict  personal  chastisement ;  but, 
after  all,  that  was  not  the  calm  state  of 
mind  in  which  the  Committee  ought  to 
deliberate  as  to  whether  punishment  of 
this  sort  should  be  awanled.  He  had 
felt  bound  to  make  these  observations 
to  the  Committee.  This  was  with  him 
a  matter  of  principle  which  he  had  put 
before  the  House  on  previous  occasions, 
and  in  relation  to  which  he  moved 
for  his  Betum.  Although  he  should  be 
glad  to  see  the  most  severe  punishment 
infiicted  npon  these  offenders,  he  could 
not  consistently  support  the  Anieniiment 
of  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler). 
The  SECRETAEY  to  the  TEEA- 
SUEY  (Sir  Hexet  HotLAMc)  said,  that 
after  the  speech  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  (Sir  Farrer  Hersobell)  he 
felt  he  ought  very  shortly  t(>  express  the 
opinions  he  held  upon  this  question. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had 
said  that  the  punishment  of  flogging  was 
unequal.  That  was  perfectly  true ;  but 
surely  all  punishments  were  unequal. 
A  term  of  imprisonment  would  have  a 
very  different  effect  upon  an  educated 
man  than  upon  a  man  who  bad  passed 
all  hie  life  in  the  slums.  That  argument, 
therefore,  failed.  Again,  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gtentleman  said  that  this  punish- 
ment was  uncertain.  In  answer  to  that, 
hewonld  simply  say  that  all  punishments 
were  uncertain  so  far  as  the  Judges  were 
concerned.  It  was  perfectly  well  known 
that  some  Judges  were  in  the  habit  of 
dealing  with  certain  offences  in  a  very 
severe  manner,  and  that  other  Judges 
were  inclined  to  deal  with  the  same 
offences  more  leniently.  But  he  might 
observe  that  the  uncertainty  was  not  in 
practice  really  so  great  as  was  supposed 
from  the  accounts  in  the  newspapers, 
because  the  special  facts,  either  in  miti- 
gation or  increase  of  the  offence,  often 
were  not  stated,  yet  it  was  by  those  that 
the  Judges  were  influenced.  Therefore, 
Sirffrrer  UerteMl 


hs  could  not  agree  with  the  objectiona 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
had  raised  to  the  infliction  of  flogging. 
In  his  opinion,  this  punishment  would 
not  be  more  unequal  than  any  other 
puniehraent,  neither  would  it  be  more 
uncertain  than  any  other  punishment. 
Then  they  had  to  see  whether  the  punish- 
ment was  a  fitting  one  for  the  offence.  If 
the  offence  was  a  very  degrading  one,  a 
degrading  punishment  was  a  suitable 
punishment  to  inflict.  A  man  who  oould 
commit  this  offence  must  be  of  so  de- 
graded a  mind  that  he  would  not  be 
further  degraded  by  the  punishment. 
But  the  punishment  being  a  severe  one 
might  deter  a  man  of  a  less  degraded 
mind  from  committing  this  offence.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  said  they 
were  not  in  a  judicial  &ame  of  mind  to 
settle  this  question,  because  they  each 
felt  they  would  like  to  inflict  a  flogging 
upon  any  man  who  committed  this 
offence.  But  was  not  that  very  good 
proof  that  the  punishment  of  flogging 
was  a  proper  one  ?  They  each  felt  that 
flogging  was  a  punishment  that  thej 
would  inflict,  and  willingly  inflict,  upon 
a  man  who  committed  this  offence  ;  and 
surely  that  feeling  was  not  an  unfair 
test  of  the  fltnesa  of  Uie  punishment  to 
be  imposed.  He  had  ventured  to  atate 
his  views  before  the  Committee  because 
he  felt  as  strongly  in  farour  of  flowing 
for  such  an  offence  as  that  under  oon- 
sideration  as  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  felt  against  it,  although  he 
must  admit  that  he  generally  felt  great 
difikdsnce  in  his  own  opinion  if  it  rui 
counter  to  that  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman. 

Mk.  JACOB  BRIGHT  said,  bethought 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  (Sir  Farrer 
Herschell)  had  fully  exposed  the  delu- 
sion so  widely  prevalent  that  flogging 
put  down  garotting.  He  (Mr.  Jacob 
Bright)  remembered  having  a  talk  on 
the  subject  some  years  ago  with  Lord 
Aberdare,  at  that  time  Home  Secretary. 
Lord  Aberdare  told  him  that  he  had 
gone  into  the  whole  question,  and  had 
found  that  garotting  was  not  put  down 
by  the  lash,  but  by  other  causes.  The 
late  Solicitor  General  (Sir  Farrer  Her- 
schell) had  shown  that  there  were  other 
punishments  that  might  deter  garotting 
and  deter  any  other  crime — punishments 
which  were  not  brutalizing  to  the  indi- 
viduals who  received  them,  and  not 
brutalizing  to  the  general  public.    Hifl 


Criminal  Law 


{Jul?  31,  1885] 


mdmenl  Sill. 


742 


hoD.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member  for 
Stockport  (Mr.  Hopvood)  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  Committee  to  the  fact 
that  in  1874  the  Rome  Secretary  (Sir 
B.   Assheton  Gross],    although  greatly 

Sressed  to  extend  the  practice  of 
ogging,  had  the  strength  to  resist  the 
praesure.  He  (Mr.  Jacob  Bright]  re- 
gretted that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  not  had  the  strength  to  resist  the 
proposal  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Wol- 
verhampton (Mr,  H,  H,  Fowler). 

Mb.  EDWAED  CLABKE  said,  ha 
oonld  not  help  joining  in  the  protest  of 
the  late  Solicitor  General  against  this 
clumsy  mode  of  dealing  with  the  sub- 
ject. He  was  greatly  surprised  at  the 
tpeech  of  the  Home  Secretary.  The 
Committee  ought  to  be  guided  by  the 
Home  Secretary;  but,  instead  of  giving 
them  his  advice,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man Taited  until  several  speeches  had 
been  delivered,  and  then  he  got  up  and 
made  a  speech  in  which  he  said  he  had 
asked  himself  two  questions — first,  whe- 
ther this  punishment  was  already  recog- 
nised by  the  law ;  and,  secondly,  whe- 
ther the  offenoBs  for  which  it  was  now 
inflicted  were  more  or  less  serious  than 
offences  under  the  Bill.  That  was 
not  a  logical  way  of  dealing  with  the 
subject.  There  might  be  a  good  deal  to 
he  said  on  both  sides  of  this  question. 
If  the  punishment  was  a  good  and  justi- 
fiable one,  then  let  it  be  extended.  The 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Devonport 
(Captain  Price)  argued  that  the  punish- 
ment existed  at  present  on  the  Statute 
Book  for  lighter  offences  than  this,  and 
that  therefore  it  was  a  proper  punishment 
in  this  ease.  It  had  never  been  shown, 
however,  that  the  punishmentof  flogging 
was  a  deterrent.  Some  hon.  Gentlemen 
aaid  that  doggiog  in  the  Arm;  deterred 
good  men  from  entering  it,  and,  there- 
fore, it  would  deter  men  from  committing 
this  offence.  That  did  not  seem  to  him  to 
be  logical.  Then  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  the  late  Solicitor  General  (Sir 
Farrer  Hetschell)  said  that  the  punish- 
ment was  unequal  and  uncertain;  and 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Sir  Henry 
Holland)  said  that  all  punishments  were 
onequal  and  uncertain.  That  might  be 
■o;  but  in  the  case  of  imprisonment 
there  was  a  Oourt  of  Appeal — there  was 
a  Secretary  of  State  who  might  be  ap- 
pealed to  in  regard  to  the  sentence 
given — whereas  in  the  cose  of  flogging 
that  security  disappeared.    The  Judges, 


moreover,  were  not  to  be  trusted  with 
the  power  of  inflicting  a  punishment  of 
so  cruel  and  humiliating  a  character 
without  the  chance  of  reversal.  He  did 
not  believe  this  barbarous  punishment 
was  any  deterrent  at  all ;  and.  speaking 
OS  one  who  was  anxious  for  the  effioaoy 
of  the  Bill,  he  believed  hon.  Members 
were  damaging  it  by  putting  in  a  provi- 
sion of  this  sort.  He  was  glad  to  joio 
the  late  Solicitor  General  in  the  protest 
he  had  made. 

Mr.  LABOUCHEBE  remarked,  that 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  (Mr.  E. 
Clarke)  was  surprised  that  he  did  not 
receive  any  guidance  from  the  Govem- 
ment.  Was  he  not  aware  that  the  Go- 
vernment always  waited  to  see  which 
way  the  oat  jumped  before  hinting  which 
way  thoy  were  going  ?  He  was  himself 
altogether  against  the  punishment ;  but 
why  did  the  Amendment  say  "may?" 
Why  not  "  shall  ? "  Either  a  man 
ought  to  be  flogged  or  he  ought  not ; 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  Wolverhamp- 
ton (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  ought  to  have 
the  courage  of  his  convictions,  and  make 
flog^ng  obligatory  on  the  Judges,  so 
that  if  it  were  inflicted  in  one  case  it 
would  be  inflicted  in  all.  The  Amend- 
ment would  have  the  effect  of  setting 
class  against  class.  The  opinion  of  a 
working  man  in  Manchester  was  that 
flogging  should  not  be  introduced  into 
the  Bill,  because,  while  it  would  be  in- 
flicted on  the  poor  man,  it  would  never 
be  inflicted  on  the  rich.  His  hon.  Friend 
should  certainly  have  made  it  obligatory 
on  the  Judge  if  he  had  determined  to 
introduce  the  Amendment. 

Me.  PICnON  wanted  to  say  one  word 
in  justification  of  the  vote  he  was  about 
to  give.  He  was  distinctly  opposed  to 
the  flogging  of  men.  It  might  be  a 
suitable  chastisement  for  boys.  That 
was  one  thing,  but  the  flogging  of  men 
was  another.  The  sentiment  of  the 
whole  country  was  against  it,  because  it 
caused  a  man  to  lose  all  his  self-respect. 
They  could  not  meet  brutality  with  bru- 
tality without,  to  some  extent,  lowering 
the  public  sentiment,  and  therefore  he 
was  strongly  opposed  to  the  adoption  of 
the  Ameadment. 

Mb.  STANSFELD  said,  he  regretted 
very  much  that  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H. 
Fowler)  had  moved  this  Amendment, 
and  still  more  the  epeeah  which  bad 
been  made  by  ths  Secretary  of  State 
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support  of  it.  He  would  ui^  ab  argu- 
ment which  might  have  same  effect. 
They  vere  endeaTouring  to  pass  a  Bill 
which  was  not  passing  very  rapidly ; 
and  he  would  ask  was  it  tactical  or  pru- 
dent to  introduce  Amendmente  upon 
which  the  atronf^cst  diSerenoeB  of  opinion 
existed  in  the  House  ?  He  must  say  for 
hia  part  that,  although  deeply  interested 
in  this  Bill,  he  would  oppose  this  Amend- 
ment to  the  utmost  extent  in  his  power. 
It  vaa  not  only  the  raising  of  a  ques- 
tion that  it  was  most  unwise  to  raise, 
but  this  was  precisely  a  subject  on  which 
the  question  ought  not  to  be  r^aed.  He 
did  not  believe  in  the  hx  talienii.  He 
did  not  approve  of  excessive  legislation. 
What  he  did  want,  and  what  he  did 
sympathize  with  in  regard  to  this  mea- 
sure, was  the  legislation  which  was  an 
exposition  of  the  public  sentiment  of 
the  conntry,  and  which  was  required  by 
public  opinion  at  that  moment.  They 
were  dealiogwith  a  moral  question,  and 
it  was  not  enough  to  say  that  the  offence 
was  a  degrading  one,  and  that  the 
punishment  for  it  should  be  degrading 
too.  What  they  wanted  was  to  pass  a 
law  which  should  be  a  declaration  to  the 
community  that  they  had  opened  their 
hearts  and  their  eyes  to  the  subjeot,  and 
that  they  were  determined  to  discourage 
vice,  and  to  repress  with  a  £rm  hand 
the  crimes  which  were  the  oonsequences 
of  vice.  It  did  not  follow,  however, 
that  it  was  wise,  as  far  as  punishments 
were  oonoemed,  to  legislate  in  excite- 
ment. He  therefore  submitted  to  the 
Oommittee  that  it  would  be  far  wiser 
not  to  raise  questions  which  were  alto- 
gether outside  the  scope  of  the  measure, 
bnt,  in  the  interest  of  passing  the  Bill, 
to  withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  WABTON  said,  he  would  not 
detun  the  Committee  long ;  but  he 
wished  to  explain  the  votewhioh  he  was 
about  to  give,  because  he  took  a  dif- 
ferent view  to  those  which  had  been  ex- 
pressed. He  did  not  take  a  eentimental 
view  of  this  question,  and  he  was  not  in 
the  same  state  of  excitement  as  the  hon. 
UCember  for  Liverpool  (Mr.  Samuel 
Smith).  He  (Mr.  Warton)  believed 
that  flogging  might  in  itself  be  a  useful 
punishment,  and  yet  he  should  vote 
against  the  Amendment,  and  for  this 
reason — that  they  had  by  this  clause 
extended  the  age  from  12  to  13.  The 
late  Home  Secretary  admitted  that  a 
girl  of  13  might  well  appear  to  be 
Hr.  Stan*f«l4 


IS ;  but  it  was  not  now,  however,  a 
girl  who  looked  1 3,  but  a  girl  who  was 
13 ;  and  in  these  cases  there  were  so- 
cieties who  would  resort  to  every  artifice 
to  insure  aconviotion.  The  punishment 
of  hogging  once  inflicted  could  not  be 
made  the  subjeot  of  reparation ;  and, 
although  he  approved  of  the  practice  of 
flogging,  and  would  extend  it  in  certain 
cases,  he  should,  for  the  reaeons  he  had 
^ven,  vote  ^fainst  the  Amendment. 

Me.  LTULPH  STANLEY  said,  he 
thought  that  it  was  a  little  hard  that  aa 
Amendment  such  as  this,  and  re-opening 
BO  important  a  question  as  it  did  in  the 
general  law,  should  be  brought  forward 
without  being  proposed  upon  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  Government.  He  agreed 
that  the  erimiual  they  were  dealing  with 
was  one  of  the  most  animal  criminals  In 
the  world,  and,  if  they  regarded  the 
criminal  only,  society  might  be  all  the 
better  if  they  hanged  him.  If  they  did 
not  hang  more  worthless  people  thsn 
they  did,  it  was  not  out  of  regard  for 
them,  but  because  they  were  satisfied 
that  cruel  and  severe  punishmenta  did 
more  harm  to  society  and  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  law ;  and  because  thc^ 
were  a&aid  that  a  great  many  of  the 
philanthropists  would  develop  into  a 
most  bloodthirsty  olass.  The  philan- 
thropy of  the  hon.  Member  for  Liver- 
pool (Mr.  Samuel  Smith)  seemed  to  be 
degenerating  into  ferocity,  and  there 
was  nothing  so  bloodthirsty  as  phitan- 
thropj  on  the  war  path.  The  bon. 
Member  was  a  peaceful  man,  identified 
with  many  efforts  for  reclaiming  the 
poor  and  wretched,  and  yet  he  actually 
wished  to  lynch  people.  He  expressed 
his  regret  that  they  were  so  lukewarm 
that  they  did  not  proceed  to  lynch 
people ;  but  he  seemed  io  forget  that 
the  peraons  who  were  lynched  by  mobs 
in  America  were  accused,  but  might  net 
be  always  guilty.  The  reason  why  th^ 
objected  to  these  cruel  punishments  was 
not  for  the  sake  of  the  criminal,  but  for 
the  sake  of  society.  In  the  state  of 
panic  in  which  the  House  had  been  for 
the  last  two  nights,  he  thought  that 
tbey  were  rather  inclined  to  pander  to 
the  brutal  propensities  of  the  people. 
He  objected  to  flogging,  because  it  en- 
couraged the  brutal  and  savage  senti- 
ments of  the  people,  and  because  it 
would  have  the  effect  of  rendenng  them 
ferocious  and  eruel.  In  the  interests  of 
the  general  tone  of  humanity  and  civili- 
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zatioD,  he  objected  to  legislation  which 
carried  ihem  back  to  the  time  when 
punialunent  was  deg^^ed  into  torture. 

Su  EASDLEY  WILUOT  said,  he 
■hoold  go  into  the  Lobby  a^nst  this 
Amendment.  He  objected  to  flog^ng, 
becanae  it  was  TindictiTe,  and  vindictiTe- 
neas  in  punishments  ought  to  be  avoided. 
The  other  day,  when  Lord  Wolseley  was 
coDgratnlated  on  the  high  discipline  of 
hie  soldiers,  he  attributed  it  entirely  to 
the  abolition  of  flt^gtng.  They  had 
abtdished  the  pillory,  they  had  abolished 
the  stocks,  and  all  other  kinds  of  physi- 
cal punishments,  and  he  thonght  there 
was  oo  reason  whatever  wb j  they  shoold 
introduce  this  brotal  punishment  into 
this  clause. 

Sm  HENBY  JAMES  said,  he  was 
aorry  to  detain  the  Committee;  but  he 
fblt  so  Btrongly  on  this  matter  that  he 
could  not  refrain  &om  saying  a  few 
words  upon  it.  Ho  had  never  giren  a 
Tote  in  &iTour  of  flogging,  and  be  hoped 
he  never  should.  It  waa  possible  it 
might  be  regarded  as  a  useful  punish- 
ment if  they  were  dealing  with  crime 
tiie  result  of  deliberate  premeditation, 
when  the  offender  might  calmly  con- 
template that  he  might  have  to  suffer 
fiogging.  Sut  there  was  no  such  possi- 
bility when  the  crime  proceeded  from 
pssaion,  from  mere  brutality  which  sud- 
denly impelled  a  man  to  commit  an 
offence.  UndBrBuchiaipulee.tbeoffender 
did  not  stop  to  coneideT  what  the  pim- 
isbment  would  be.  Of  courde,  the  crime 
now  being  dealt  with  was  a  brutal 
crime,  and  the  man  who  committed  it 
would  have  the  heaviest  secondary  pun- 
ishment in  penal  servitude  for  life.  One 
object  of  heavy  punishment  was  to  pre- 
vent the  man  from  repeating  the  crime, 
and  to  deter  others  from  committing  it. 
Was  it  likely  that  the  mere  addition  of 
flogging  to  penal  servitude  for  life  would 
operate  as  a  deterrent  ?  Even  in  penal 
servitude  there  might  be  some  hope  of 
a  eonrict  becoming  a  better  man ;  but 
would  flogging,  in  the  slightest  degree, 
help  to  humanize  him  ?  If  flogging  were 
not  a  deterrent,  if  it  would  not  prevent 
crime,  was  it  worth  while  to  be  revenge- 
ful, and  to  sabject  a  man  to  this  punish- 
ment? It  waa  a  retrograde  motion.  They 
had  to  deal  with  their  criminal  offenders, 
as  with  their  lunatics,  on  different  prin- 
dplea  from  those  formerly  recognized. 
Theyused  to  ill-treatand  torture  lunatics, 
but  now  they  took  a  higher  view  of 
their  duty.    They  might  as  well  go  back 
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to  the  thumb-!VTew,  the  boot,  and  other 
old  modes  of  torture,  aa  to  revert  to 
flogging,  for  flogging  was  torture.  The 
punishment  of  flo^ng  once  inflioted 
could  never  be  rcoalled,  and  yet  con- 
viction might  be  obtained  on  evidence 
which  afterwards  turned  out  to  be  false  ; 
but,  like  capital  punishment,  they  could 
never  recall  flogging.  He  would  not 
trouble  the  Committee  with  other  argu- 
ments, except  to  say  that  be  objected  also 
to  enlarging  the  discretionary  power 
of  the  Judge  in  respect  to  punishments. 
There  were  Jndges  who  would  never 
inflict,  and  there  were  Judges  who 
would  always  inflict,  flogging.  There- 
fore, whether  a  man  was  flogged  would 
entirely  depend  upon  whether  he  waa 
tried  by  Judge  A  or  Judge  B.  For 
those  reasons,  he  hoped  the  Amendment 
would  not  be  accepted. 

8iB  TH0UA9  OHAMBEfiS  (The 
Kecohsek)  earnestly  hoped  the  Com- 
mittee would  not  pass  the  Amendment. 
He  did  not  suppose  that  any  alteration 
of  their  Criminal  Code  was  adopted  with 
more  deliberation  and  after  a  longer 
public  controversy  than  the  abolition  of 
punishment  by  flo^ng,  and  he  should 
be  sorry  indeed  if  for  any  reason  they 
should  revert  to  that  and  take  this  re- 
trograde step.  He  took  a  very  great 
interest  in  the  Bill,  and  therefore  de- 
sired that  the  Amendment  should  not  bo 
carried,  for  if  it  waa  carried  it  would 
not  increase  the  chances  of  the  Bill  pass- 
ing. Very  strong  language  was  used  as 
to  the  enormity  of  the  offenoe  the  clause 
dealt  with ;  the  strongest  epithets  of  re- 
probation were  uttered,  and  everyone 
was  strong  in' the  desire  to  promote 
morality ;  but  what  said  the  clause  to 
which  the  Amendment  waa  proposed  as 
a  rider  ? — 
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In  passing  that  clause  they  had  turned 
immorality  into  crime,  they  had  turned 
fornication  into  a  felony,  making  an 
offenoe  punishable  by  the  second  highest 
penalty  of  the  law  in  future  of  what 
before  that  was  immorality  only.  He 
had  voted  for  the  clause,  thinking  it  right 
to  raise  the  age,  as  they  had,  to  13 
years.  It  was  immorality  now  that  by 
the  passing  of  the  clause  into  law  w^ould 
be  turned  into  crime.  When  speaker 
after  speaker  got  up  and  naturally,  he 
would  not   say   improperly,  denounced 
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thomen  ngaiast  whom  the  clause  was 
directed,  let  tliero  be  fairnei-B  to  both 
fiidoB.  It  might  be  thst  a  gitl  of  13 
looked  much  older  than  she  was ;  it 
might  be  that  elie  was  not  the  seduced 
but  the  seducer ;  eucli  thin^  had  been, 
and  must  bs  considered  b;  men  of  com- 
mon sense  when  converting  a  moral 
offence  into  a  felony  pu:ii3hable  by  penal 
servitude  for  life.  Amid  the  use  of  this 
strong  language  of  abuse,  let  it  be  re- 
membered that  a  man  might  be  more 
unned  against  than  sinning ;  it  would 
be  unfair  to  assume  that  the  man  was 
guilty  in  all  oases,  and  surely  it  was 
enough  to  make  a  man  liable  to  penal 
■erritude  for  life.  He  did  not  beliere 
that  the  addition  of  flogging  would  hare 
a  real  deterrent  effect ;  if  it  ever  had  an 
effect,  it  was  only  in  ease  of  habitual 
criminals  convicted  of  robbery  with 
Tiolence.  He  desired  most  earnestly 
that  the  hen.  Member  would  withdraw 
his  Amendment,  or  that  the  Committee 
would  negative  it. 

Ub.  J.  Q.  HUBBABD  said,  heoame 
into  the  House  after  the  Motion  was 
made,  and  his  drat  impulse  was  to  vote 
in  favour  of  it,  for  he  conceived  that 
flogging  was  a  most  appropriate  punish- 
ment for  the  person  who  in  his  person 
had  so  sinned.  But  the  course  of  the 
debate  had  oonviDoed  him  that  he  ought 
not  to  vote  for  it,  for  bs  observed  that 
the  punishment  was  acumulative  punish- 
ment, for  on  the  first  conviction  a  man 
would  be  liable  to  the  sentence  of  penal 
servitude  for  life,  and  if  added  to  that 
was  the  punishment  of  flogging,  he  did 
not  see  that  it  could  have  any  deter- 
rent effect.  He  should,  therefore,  vote 
■gainst  the  Amendment. 

Mb.  H.  H.  FOWLEE  said,  he  would 
promise  not  to  occupy  mors  than  a 
minute  or  two.  Ho  thought  if  anyone 
bad  beard  without  reference  to  date  the 
Bpeochee  of  his  right  lion,  and  learned 
Friend  the  Member  for  Taunton  (Sir 
Honry  James)  and  the  right  bon.  Oen- 
tlemati  who  bad  just  spoken,  he  would 
imagine  that  this  was  a  proposal  for  the 
first  time  to  introduce  the  punishment  of 
flogging,  and  therefore  was  open  to  the 
view  his  right  hou.  Friend  might  fairly 
urge  against  a  rotrograde  step.  But  let 
the  Committee  consider  for  a  moment 
what  the  Amendment  proposed.  Itpro- 
posed  that  men  who  outraged — com- 
pletely outraged — little  children,  should 
be  placed  in  the  same  category  with  the 
jSi>'  Thomai  Chamhtrt 


htghiray  robber  who  knocked  down  hia 
victim  and  cobbed  him  with  violence. 
The  cumulative  punishment  would  be 
the  same  in  both  cases.  A  Judge  bad  tho 
power  to  inflict  the  punishment  of  peast 
servitude  for  life  and  also  of  flogging. 
Lord  Bramwell,  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
dealt  with  that  point,  and  showed  that 
this  was  introducing  no  new  principle, 
heoause  the  law  admitted  the  infliction 
of  the  punishment  of  penal  eerritude 
for  life  and  also  of  flogging.  Ha  asked 
the  Committee  to  consider  how  mucb 
they  had  heard  to  convince  them  that 
these  horrible  crimes  against  little  chil- 
dren were  increasing.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  East  Worcestershire  (Mr.  Hast- 
ings) gave  his  evidence  of  that  m 
Chairman  of  Quarter  Session i.  The 
crime  of  criminal  abuse  of  little  children 
under  12,  he  repeated,  was  inoreaaiiw  in 
the  country.  Then  it  was  a  reasonuile 
inference  to  draw  that  the  exietiag 
punishment  was  not  severe  enough  to 
deter  men  from  these  crimes.  He  rested 
his  case  upon  the  deterrent  point  of 
view,  and  repudiated  the  idea  that  the 
Amendment  was  conceived  in  a  revenge- 
ful spirit.  He  did  not  ask  it  in  that 
spirit.  A  great  evil,  a  great  crime,  was 
increasing,  enormously  increasing,  in 
our  midst,  and  if  tb«  existing  punish- 
ment was  not  severe  enough  to  deter 
men  from  such  crimes,  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Committee  to  increase  the  punish- 
ment. It  was  no  new  punishment ;  it 
was  already  on  the  Statute  Book  and 
known  to  the  ad  mini  strati  on  of  the  Cri- 
minal Law,  and  he  believed  that  if  the 
Committee  sanotioned  the  Amendment, 
it  would  do  more  to  put  down  these 
horrible  onmes  than  any  other  clause  ia 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  JAMES  STUART  said,  no  one 
had  taken  more  lively  interest  in  the 
Bill,  no  one  felt  more  indignation  at  the 
crimes  against  which  this  clause  was 
directed,  than  he  did;  but  assuredly  bs 
would  not  be  a  party  to  introducing  a 
brutal  punishment  intotheBill.  Itwas 
a  Bill  directed  against  brutality,  and 
he  would  not  meet  that  with  brutality. 
That  flogging  existed  on  the  Statute 
Book  be  knew ;  he  wished  it  did  not, 
and,  as  a  punishment  for  any  offence,  he 
hoped  some  time  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  voting  against  it.  He  should  vote 
against  the  Amendment;  but  be  greatly 
hoped  the  hou.  Member  for  Wolver- 
hampton would  withdraw  it  on  this  ao- 
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oount— the  Bill  went  Tery  straight  to- 
wards dealing  nith  the  subject  in  hand, 
ind  this,  perhaps,  was  the  onlj  Amend- 
msDt  introduoiiig  extraaaous  matters  on 
line*  quite  across  those  on  which  thsy 
Mold  decide  any  question  {germane  to 
the  BUI. 

Hb.  OROPPEB  said,  it  appeared  to 
him  that  speakers  against  the  hon. 
Msmber  for  Wolverhampton's  Motion 
•eemad  to  think  that  his  Amendment 
was  "shall,"  and  not  "may,"  inflict 
the  pnnishment.  It  was  not  "  shall ;  " 
it  would  only  leave  the  punishment  for 
msMofbrntality,  when  a  Judge  "may," 
under  extreme  ciro  urn  stances,  use  the 
whip.  The  hon.  and  learned  0«ntle- 
man  the  Recorder  of  the  City  of  Lon- 
don (Sir  Thomas  Chambers)  spoke  of 
a  man  tempted  by  a  girl  as  one  who 
did  not  deserve  severity,  and  the 
punishment  would  not  apply  in  such  a 
case,  it  would  only  be  inMoted  upon 
monsters  who  under  the  influence  of 
bnttal  passions  committed  the  crime.  In 
the  past  eight  weeks  there  had  been  30 
ouch  coses,  and  he  did  not  think  that 
anyone  who  read  those  cases  over  would 
think  that  the  Judges  could  go  far  wrong 
in  the  sentences.  In  one  instance,  in 
Ooenuey,  they  did  inflict  the  lash;  and 
hs  was  inclined  to  think  it  would  have  a 
deterrent  effect  on  natures  insensible  to 
aajthing  but  physical  pain.  Such  men 
wcnld  be  induced  to  think  twice  before 
oriminally  assaulting  little  children.  If 
£ogging  was  to  be  administered  to  an 
offender  of  16  years  of  age,  was  he  to 
bs  excused  from  that  punishment  the 
moment  he  passed  beyond  that  age  t 
He  should  give  his  vote  for  the  Amend- 
•  Bent,  guarded  as  it  was  by  giving  the 
Judge  discretion  to  apply  tne  puniah- 
ssnt  in  extreme  oases. 

Kb.  HOBACE  da  vet  said,  the  ar- 
gument of  the  hon.  Member  who  had 
jntt  sat  down,  which  he  advanced  in 
bvonr  of  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Uember  for  Wolverhampton,  seemed  to 
bim  (Mr.  Davey)  one  of  the  strongest 
a^ments  against  the  Amendment.  It 
veot  to  show  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
WolveihamptoD  hod  not  the  courage  of 
bis  opioiona,  and  had  framed  his  clause 
m  luch  a  way  as  to  vest  the  responsi- 
bility in  the  tribunal.  If  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber tor  Wolverhampton  had  used  the 
wrd  "shall,"  instead  of  "may,"  he 
would,  ti>  a  certain  extent,  have  got  rid 
of  one  or  the  objections  that  bad  been 


urged  against  tho  punis1)ment.  It  was 
notorious,  as  hon.  Member^)  had  pointed 
out,  that  Judges  took  totally  different 
views  as  regarded  the  infliction  of  the 
punishment — that  there  were  Judges 
who  flogged,  and  Judges  whom  nothing 
would  induce  to  inflict  the  punishment. 
The  punishment,  therefore,  was  one 
most  uncertain  in  its  operation,  while 
being  most  unequal,  for  reasons  that 
had  already  been  pointed  out.  Some 
of  those  who  had  spoken  against  it  said 
the  Amendment  would  be  a  retrograde 
stop ;  and  how  was  that  answered  by 
saying  the  punishment  was  already  on 
the  Statute  Book  ?  It  was  on  the  Sta- 
tute Book,  and  be,  with  many  others, 
regretted  it.  It  was  because  of  that 
regret,  because  he  believed  the  placing 
it  there  was  a  retrograde  step,  and  a  re- 
currence to  a  state  of  feeling  in  which 
society  thought  itself  entitled  to  ad- 
minister the  law  in  a  revengeful  spirit, 
that  he  objected  to  an  extension  of  what 
he  regarded  as  a  revengeful,  brutal 
punishment.  He  also  joined  in  the 
regret  expressed  that  this  question 
should  have  been  introduced  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Bill  before  the  Committee. 
With  differences  on  points  of  detail, 
every  quarter  of  the  Committee  waa  at 
one  in  the  endeavour  to  make  the  Bill 
as  eflicient  and  useful  a  measure  as  it 
oould  be  made  ;  and  he  was  quite  sure 
the  Home  Secretary  would  acknowledge 
— though,  no  doubt,  there  had  been 
criticisms  upon  the  wording  of  the 
clauses — that  there  was  a  general  desire 
to  assist  him  in  making  this  a  useful 
measure.  He  regretted  that  a  question 
of  this  kind,  raising  a  question  of  prin- 
ciple upon  which  bon.  Members  felt  very 
strongly,  should  have  arisen  in  the 
course  of  the  debate. 

Captain  PEIOE  said,  he  only  wished 
to  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  Wolver- 
hampton if  he  would  accept  an  Amend- 
ment to  his  Motion,  to  insert,  after 
"convicted,"  in  the  second  line,  the 
words  "for  the  second  offence  of  this 
nature?"  That  would  insure  that  the 
case  was  an  aggravated  one  for  which 
the  punishment  was  indicted. 

Mr.  EOPWOOD  said,  the  Amend- 
ment was  not  dono  with  yet.  The  pro- 
posal had  now  taken  up  two  hours  of 
valuable  time  at  that  period  of  the  Ses- 
sion ;  and  he  must  say  it  was  a  rockloss 
thing  on  the  pnrt  of  the  Minister  who 
gave  it  hia  sanction— it  was  ro^klt;us  of 
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I,  regardless  of  the  passage  ]  He  hoped  it  would  not  be  thought  that 
he  was  agaiast  the  ntroDgest  possibla 
measures  that  might  properly  be  taken, 
in  a  reasonable  epitit,  against  these 
abominable  crimes.  If  these  crimes 
were  increasing,  it  was  right  Parlia- 
ment should  be  alive  to  the  matter,  and 
take  earnest  measures  to  put  them 
down.  But,  in  that  determination  to 
put  them  down,  let  not  injustice  be 
done :  let  them  not  do  something  that 
would  prevent  the  administration  of  the 
law  being  what  all  desired  it  should  be 
— an  even  measure  of  justice  earnestly 
carried  out.  l^hia  was,  to  his  mind,  a 
case  of  what  might  be  called  pitfall 
legislation.  If  they  agreed  to  ha*e  the 
Proviso  at  the  end  of  the  next  clause,  he 
could  not  understand  why  a  similar 
Proviso,  altered  to  suit  the  particular 
case,  should  not  be  added  to  thisdausa, 
whicb  dealt  with  a  much  graver  offence. 
Se  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  most  un- 
desirable in  legislation  that  persons 
should  sot  know  the  punishment  which 
was  put  before  them — that  they  ahonld 
believe  that  they  were  committing  one 
crime  or  misdemeanour,  and  that  they 
should  find  out  that,  by  no  special  fftult 
of  their  own,  they  were  committing  a 
crime  which  at  the  time  they  did 
not  know  they  were  committing,  and 
that  they  would  receive  a  puni&ment 
wholly  out  of  proportion  to  the  offence 
which  they  believed  they  had  committed. 
He  asked  the  Committee  to  consider 
that  point,  and  to  listen  to  the  reasons 
which  he  had  to  urge  in  support  of  his 
Amendment.  There  were,  doubtless, 
persons  who  would  be  glad  that  the 
heaviest  punishment  should  fall  on 
those  who  were  guilty  of  what  they 
considered  to  be  the  most  heinous  of 
olfences.  They  might  he  right  from  a 
non-judicialpointof  vienr;  buttherewere 
othor  perFons  who  thought  that  only 
righteoua  judgment  should  fall  on  those 
who  committed  this  most  grievous 
fault.  He  thought  that  they  in  the 
House  of  Commons  should  approach  the 
subject  in  that  spirit ;  that  they  should 
approach  it  in  the  spirit  of  endeaTOuriog 
to  ascertain  what  would  make  the  law 
best  observed  and  prevent  the  offence  as 
much  as  possible.  They  knew  how  easy 
it  was  to  be  mistaken  as  to  the  age  wT 
young  girln.  They  knew  that  one  of  the 
highest  authorities  in  that  House— the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Memhtr  for 
Derby  (Sir  William  Harcourt)— with  all 


consequt 

of  the  Bill,  that  the  hon.  filembei-'s 
Amendment  was  adopted.  Both  the 
hon.  Member  and  himself  had  spoken 
at  an  earlier  hour  in  the  debate,  when 
the  House  was  not  so  fuU,  and  the  hon. 
Member  had  availed  himself  of  that 
opportunity  to  appeal  to  the  Committee 
to  bear  him  for  a  minute  or  two,  and 
he  (Mr.  Hopwood)  might  make  a  simi- 
lar  appeal.  An  hon.  Member  (Mr. 
Hostiutrs),  who  spoke  from  his  experi- 
ence as  Chairman  of  Quarter  Sessions, 
referred  to  the  number  of  cases  be  bad 
tried.  Now,  he  would  ask  the  hon. 
Gentleman  if  there  was  a  single  case 
coming  under  this  clause  that  he  had 
tried  ?  No ;  he  would  have  no  jurisdic- 
tion over  such.  \^InterTHption.'\  The 
Committee  was  impatient  now;  but 
there  was  a  later  stage  of  the  Bill 
upon  which  they  would  be  heard,  if 
necessary. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  91; 
Noes  125  :  Majority  34.— (Div.  List, 
No.  262.) 

Mr.  M'OOAN:  I  desire  to  say,  Mr. 
Sitohie,  that,  by  mistake,  I  voted  in  the 
wrong  Lobby.  My  intention  was  to 
support  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Wolverhampton. 

Mr.  ackers  said,  ha  would  move 
the  Amendment  at  the  end  of  the  clause 
which  stood  in  his  name. 

Mr.  WARTON  rose  to  Order.  Owing 
to  the  way  in  which  the  Amendments 
were  arranged  on  the  page,  Notices 
appeared  after  this  one  which  should 
come  first. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  I  see  nothing 
irregular  in  the  hon.  Member  moving 
his  Amendment  now. 

Mr.  ACKBItS  said,  in  moving  his 
Amendment,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
make  a  consequential  Amendment,  bo- 
cause  the  Committee  had  already  de- 
cided that  the  age  should  be  13,  instead 
of  12.  He  had  also  been  asked  to  strike 
out  the  words  "justices,  or  justice,  or 
magistrate,"  and  to  that  he  bad  no  ob- 
jection. The  Amendment  would  then 
read — 

"  PrOTided,  Thftt  it  shsll  be  a  sufficieot  de- 
fence to  any  charge  under  this  section  if  it 
■hiUl  be  made  to  appear  to  the  court  before 
wbam  the  charge  «hall  be  broagbt  Uint  the 
person  so  obarged  had  reasonable  caase  to  be- 
lieve that  the  girl  was  of  or  above  the  ago  of 
thirtsenjean." 

Mr.  Sopicoad 
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hie  great  faenlties  was  not  long  ago  Ae- 
ceived  with  regard  tu  the  &ga  of  a  girl 
whom  he  saw  walking  acroBS  a  lawn, 
and  that  he  oouceived  her  to  be  twoyears 
older  than  she  was.  That  was  not  a 
caae  of  infreqaent  occurrence.  It  was 
the  principle  of  this  Amendment,  and,  as 
he  had  said,  it  had  already  been  adopted 
in  the  Bill.  Now,  as  regarded  the  ques- 
tioD  of  age,  he  ventured  to  think  that 
inasmuch  as  thia  Committee  had  in  its 
wisdom  extended  the  ageoriginally  pro- 
posed by  the  clause  from  12  to  13  years 
— ud  he  was  one  of  those  wbo  cordially 
supported  that  extension— it  was  all  the 
more  reason  why  they  should  insert  the 
ProTiso  which  he  was  about  to  move. 
With  regard  to  the  question  as  to  the 
appMiance  of  (prls,  he  bad  a  strong 
opinion  upon  that  subject,  because,  like 
the  right  hon.  Qentlemau  the  Member 
for  Derby,  he  was  not  always  able  to 
judge  correctly  of  the  age  of  every  per- 
son he  saw.  When  he  was  a  lad  of  18 
he  was  always  mistaken  for  one  of  18  ; 
he  was  then  nearly  6  feet  in  beight  and 
had  whiskers,  and  aa  everyone  took  him 
to  be  many  years  older  than  he  was  he 
heard  a  good  deal  more  than  was  de- 
arable.  It  had  been  asked  what  would 
be  said  by  an  hon.  Member  if  bis  own 
child  were  to  meet  with  this  terrible  in- 
jury? But  even  there  he  would  saythey 
must  remember  that  there  were  cases  of 
Bsrly  precocity ;  that  there  were  cases 
where  it  would  be  absolutely  impossible 
tat  anyone  to  say  what  was  the  age  of  a 
girl.  He  said  that  with  the  strongest 
dssire  that  this  measnre  should  be  carried 
oat  in  such  a  way  as  would  most  tend  to 
deter  people  from  the  oommission  of 
these  abominable  offences ;  but  he  urged 
upon  the  Oommittee  not  to  put  a  pitfall 
io  the  way  of  persons-^not  to  allow  a 
man  to  believe  that  be  was  committing 
one  offence  while  he  was  oommitting  an- 1 
other,  and  to  suppose  that  be  was  liable 
to  imprisonment  when  be  was  really 
liable  to  get  penal  servitude  for  life.  He 
hoped  that  as  the  principle  of  his 
Amendment  had  been  adopted  by  the 
Oovemment  with  reference  to  the  next 
elanae,  it  would  also  be  adopted  with 
reference  to  this  much  more  important 
cIsDse,  where  it  was  not  merely  a  ques- 
tion of  penal  servitude,  but  of  penal 
KTvitude  for  life. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  2,  at  end.  add— "  Provided,  That  it 
■ludl  be  a  sufficient  dctcucc  to  any  charge 


under  thig  eection  if  it  afaall  be  made  to  appear 
to  the  court,  justicCB,  or  Justice,  or  magistrate, 
before  whom  the  cbarge  eball  be  brought,  that 
the  person  so  charged  had  reasonable  cause  Co 
belieie  that  the  girl  was  of  or  above  the  age  of 
thirt«en  yean."— (ifr,  Aektti.) 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mb.  SAMUEL  SMITH  said,  the 
Amendment  which  be  had  to  move  was 
of  great  importance  in  its  bearing  upon 
the  case  of  offences  against  young  chil- 
dren. The  object  of  it  was  to  allow  the 
statement  of  children  to  be  received  by 
the  Court  without  oath  in  corroboratiou 
or  explanation  of  any  other  evidenoe 
which  might  be  given  in  support  of  the 
charge.  There  were  mauy  charges  of 
gross  outrage  on  children  which  fell 
through  owing  tu  the  ridiculous  law 
which  required  the  evidence  of  the  child 
to  be  given  on  oath,  and  which  com- 
pelled the  Court  to  refuse  the  evidence 
of  a  child  unless  it  undsrstood  the  nature 
of  an  cath.  A  child  might  give  the 
clearest  possible  testimony  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  offence,  leaving  no  reason- 
able doubt  in  any  sound  mind  that  she 
was  telling  the  truth ;  hut  at  the  trial, 
perhaps  two  months  afterwards,  she  was 
required  to  take  the  oath,  and  then  it 
was  discovered  by  counsel  that  she  did 
not  know  the  nature  of  an  oath,  [/nfw- 
ruption.~\  Some  hon.  Members,  by  their 
impatience,  seemed  not  to  be  aware  of 
the  ^avity  of  this  point.  He  bad  in  his 
baud  a  report  of  three  cases  of  assault 
on  children  whose  parents  would  not  be 
able  to  prosecute  because  the  children 
did  not  know  the  nature  of  an  oath.  He 
asked  the  Committee  and  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  say  that  in  those  cases 
the  Judge  should  take  the  statement  of 
the  child  ;uit»^iii»  vaUat  with  the  other 
evidence  in  support  of  the  charge.  With 
the  permission  of  the  Committee,  he 
would  mo?e  the  first  part  of  bis  Amend- 
ment only,  as  he  proposed  to  move  the 
second  part  at  a  subsequent  stage. 

Amendment  proposed, 

la  line  30,  at  end,  to  add  the  words-"  (1.) 
When  a  girl  by  whom  or  on  whose  hehalJ  a 
charge  is  brought  under  this  Clause  is,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  court,  justices,  or  justice,  or 
magistrate,  before  whom  the  cbsrge  is  brought, 
too  young  to  nnderstand  the  natura  of  an  oath, 
such  court  or  justices,  or  justice,  or  magistrate 
maj  receire  any  statement  she  may  make 
without  oath,  in  corroboration  or  exphtnation 
of  any  other  evidence  wlilch  may  be  given  in 
suppOTt  of  the  charge." — {Mr.  Oamiul  SiaitA.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  added." 
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The  secretary  of  STATE  {Sir 
E.  AssHETON  Citnss)  said,  he  quite  aym- 
patbized  with  the  wiBh  of  tbe  hon. 
Member  for  Liverpool  that  id  no  caeea 
of  thia  kind  should  inquirj  be  avoided  or 
the  offender  escape  puniehmeDt,  and  he 
was  ready  to  go  as  far  in  that  direction 
as  vas  consistent  with  the  course  of  law 
which, in  MBopinion,oughttobe  folio  wed. 
But  tJiere  was  one  point  which  they 
must  not  lose  sight  of,  and  that  was  that 
people  wore  sot  often  wrongly  convicted. 
The  Amendment  proposed  a  total  change 
in  the  existing  law,  which  he,  for  one, 
would  be  very  sorry  to  see  introduood. 
There  was  no  doubt  that  the  evidence  of 
many  children  was  admitted  by  magis- 
trates after  very  smalt  inquiry ;  but  he 
thought  it  very  much  better  to  leave  the 
responsibility  to  them  of  saying  whether 
ohildren  were  fit  to  be  examined  than  to 
run  the  risk  of  miscarriage  of  justice 
from  the  admission  of  the  evidence  of 
ohildren  who  did  not  know  the  nature  of 
an  oath.  The  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  involved  a  very  important 
change  in  the  law,  the  admission  of 
whioE  would  require  mueh  longer  con- 
sideration than  they  could  possibly  give 
it  at  that  time  ;  and,  therefore,  he  hoped 
the  hon.  Member  would  not  press  his 
Amendment,  because,  although  he  had 
Eympathy  with  its  object,  he  should  be 
obliged  to  vote  against  it  if  it  went  to  a 
division. 

Me.  EDWARD  CLAEKE  said,  before 
the  Amendment  was  withdrawn,  he 
should  like  to  address  a  few  words  to 
the  Gommittoe,  because  he  thought  the 
proposal  of  the  hon.  Member  was  a  use- 
ful one.  He  bad  had  a  certain  amount 
of  experience  in  the  conduct  of  cases  of 
this  kind,  and  he  had  always  found  that 
there  was  a  difficulty  with  regard  to  the 
examination  of  the  child.  About  13 
months  ago  a  man  was  brought  before 
the  police  magistrate  at  Lamboth  ;  tbe 
magistrate  did  not  think  fit  to  allow  the 
child  to  be  sworn,  and  not  having  the 
child's  evidence,  the  magistrate  doubted 
that  there  was  sufficient  evidence  to  con- 
vict upon.  But  he  thought  it  eafer  to 
commit  tiie  man  for  the  assault  on  the 
ohild ;  and  when  the  case  came  before 
the  Surrey  Sessions  Court  the  evidence 
of  the  child  was  taken,  and  it  was  given 
in  such  a  manner  that  it  left  no  doubt  in 
the  minds  of  those  who  heard  it  that  the 
prisoner  at  the  bar  had  committed  the 
offence.    That  man  had  nearly  escaped 


punishment  in  consequence  of  the  judg- 
ment formed  by  the  police  magistrate 
that  the  child  was  too  young  to  undn- 
staudthenatureofanoath.  Withregsrd 
to  young  children.it  seemed  to  him  thst 
the  requirement  that  they  should  under- 
stand the  nature  of  an  oath  was  all 
nonsense.  The  questions  asked  of  a 
child  in  the  examination  really  prodoced 
no  effect  whatever.  A  child  might  be 
taught  to  anewer  two  or  three  ques- 
tions. Forinstance — "Do  you  know  what 
will  be  done  to  you  if  you  tell  a  lie?" 
And  the  child  would  answer — "  (}od 
would  be  angry  with  me."  Upon  thst 
the  evidence  would  be  admitted.  Bat 
the  nature  of  an  oath,  which  was  a  thing 
of  great  solemnity,  could  not,  he  be- 
lieved, be  understood  by  or  beconveyed  to 
the  mind  of  young  children.  He  ^onld 
be  glad  that  tbe  statement  of  the  child 
should  be  heard  for  what  it  was  worth 
by  the  magistrate,  and  by  the  Judge 
and  jury  who  would  have  to  decide  upon 
the  charge;  and,  subject  to  one  qiuh- 
fication,  he  had  certainly  anticipated 
that  the  Qovemmuit  would  accept  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Liverpool  (Mr.  Samuel  Smith).  One 
qualification  was  certainly  necessary, 
because,  as  tbe  Amendment  stood  at 
present,  the  statement  of  the  child 
would  be  received ;  but  there  was  no 
provision  for  any  croee-examination  of 
the  child  by  the  representatives  of  the 
prisoner  or  defendant.  That,  of  course, 
could  easily  he  arranged  by  the  intro- 
duction of  a  few  words  providing  that 
where  such  statement  was  admitted 
there  should  be  the  fullest  opportumty 
of  cross-examination  by  the  prisoner  or 
his  advisers.  He  thought  that  with 
such  a  qualification  the  Committee  would 
be  well-advised  to  accept  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  Liverpool. 
He  quite  agreed  that  it  made  an  altera- 
tion in  the  practice  of  criminal  trials. 
This  crime  was,  unhappily,  committed  on 
children  of  very  tender  age.  They  knew 
that  in  country  districts  there  was  a 
strange  idea  entertained  that  led  to  its 
commission.  As  &e  law  stood  now,  the 
evidence  of  a  child  of  five  or  six  years  of 
age  could  not  be  taken ;  but  he  thought 
that  on  the  particular  point  on  which 
she  could  testify,  her  evidence  should 
be  taken  for  what  it  was  worth.  He 
did  not  say  that  it  should  be  conclusive 
without  corroboration  ;  but,  with  that 
corroboration,  he  did  not  see  why  the 
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atory  of  the  child  should  not  be  accepted, 
fdthoQgh  uncoDDected  with  theological 
ooDsideratioiiB  affecting  the  nature  of  au 
oath. 

Sir  henry  JAMES  said,  that  ha 
had  alwaje  thought  that  where  a  heavy 
puntBhment  was  awarded  for  a  grievous 
offence  they  ought  to  be  very  careful 
that  it  should  not  be  inflicted  impro- 
p«rly.  His  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
wBBwillingto  leave  the  Law  of  Evidence 
where  it  stood  in  respect  of  every  other 
crime  but  this.  [Mr.  Euward  Claske  : 
No.]  The  hon.  Member  for  Liverpool 
had  said  he  ehould  be  content  to  move 
this  Amendment  to  Clause  4  of  the  Bill. 
Now,  let  the  Committee  consider  the 
oase  of  a  man  standing  on  his  trial  for 
this  offence.  It  was  easy  enough  to 
make  a  false  oharge  with  the  possi- 
bility of  getting  the  man  penal  servitude 
for  life.  That  false  charge  might  have 
sprung  into  existence  from  the  mistaken 
judgment  of  the  child.  Then  the  safe- 
gfuard  of  corroboration  of  that  evidence 
meant  nothing  at  all.  Of  course,  there 
would  be  some  other  evidence  in  the 
case ;  he  presumed  the  case  could  not 
stand  without  it ;  but  they  were  to 
allow  the  child  to  state  its  childish 
prattle,  and  say  — "Tes,  that  is  the 
man ;  "  and  the  jury  were  to  listen  to  it, 
and  would  be  aeked  to  convict  upon  It. 
His  hon.  and  learned  Friend  said  they 
might  subject  the  child  to  cross-examina- 
tioo.  But  he  asked  if  anyone  would  dare 
to  cross-examine  that  child  ?  His  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  thought  there  was 
some  oharm  in  an  oath.  But  they  were 
dealing  with  the  case  of  children  who  were 
not  intelligent  enough  to  understand  the 
nature  of  an  oath  at  all ;  and  it  was  be- 
cause they  were  so  young  that  they  were 
asked  to  say  they  would  accept  the 
statement  of  the  child.  He  did  not 
object  to  the  evidence  being  received 
because  the  oath,  not  being  understood, 
was  not  taken,  but  because  when  there 
was  not  intelligence  enough  to  under- 
stand the  oath,  in  most  cases  there  would 
not  be  intelligence  enough  to  give  evi- 
dence. If  safeguards  could  be  intro- 
duced BO  as  to  cause  the  intelligence  to 
be  found  to  exist  before  the  evidence 
was  teoeived,  much  of  hia  objection  to 
the  Amendment  would  be  removed.  If 
this  alteration  was  to  be  made  in  the  law, 
let  them  not  say  they  would  not  receive 
this  childish  prattle  in  a  oase  where  a 
ffliill'"g  was  involved,  and  that  they 


would  receive  it  whore  a  man's  liberty 
for  life  was  at  stake.  In  hie  opinioa,  it 
was  better  to  let  40  such  oases  go  unpun- 
ished than  have  one  wrong  conviction  of 
this  kind.  He  urged  tbe  Committee  to 
take  care  that  they  did  not  err  on  that 
side. 

Mr.  EIBTH  said,  if  the  change  in  the 
law  which  was  suggested  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Stockport  {Mr. 
Hopwood)  in  his  Oaths  Bill  was  made, 
a  child  would  be  able  to  make  an 
affirmation.  He  had  seen  a  number 
of  children  examined  as  to  whether 
they  knew  the  nature  of  an  oath,  and 
he  absolutely  agreed  with  everything 
that  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Plymouth  (Mr.  E. 
Clarke)  as  to  the  admioistration  of 
tbe  oath  to  children.  He  thought  that 
a  child  was  as  likely  to  give  as  truthful 
evidence  with  as  without  an  oath.  The 
argument  in  favour  of  the  Amendment 
was  that  the  statement  of  the  child 
could  be  used  by  counsel,  and  tbe  case 
itself  settled  on  its  merits. 

Mb.  GEEGOHY  said,  they  were  deal- 
ing with  a  distinct  class  of  crime,  and  it 
was  now  proposed  to  alter  the  Law  of 
Evidence  for  that  special  purpose.  He 
thought  that  this  was  not  a  fair  pro- 
posal, or  one  that  they  could  entertain. 
The  case  might  be  one  of  conspiracy  ;  it 
might  be  a  case  of  extortion ;  and  very 
likely  it  might  be  got  up  by  the  parents. 
They  were  asked  to  allow  the  child  to 
be  put  into  the  witness-box  almost 
without  the  possibility  of  testing  .its 
evidence  by  cross-examination,  and 
without  the  administration  of  the  oath. 
He  did  not  think  tbe  proposal  could  be 
entertained.  It  was  one  of  very  doubt- 
ful character,  and  altogether  alien  to 
the  Bill  before  the  Committee,  and  he 
hoped  the  Amendment  would  not  bo 
accepted. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOTJET  said, 
he  agreed  with  the  hon.  Member  who 
had  juet  spoken,  that  there  was  con- 
siderable danger,  in  connection  with  this 
subject,  of  false  charges  being  made  for 
the  purpose  of  extortion  ;  and  that  being 
so,  the  Bill  was,  of  all  others,  one  with 
respect  to  which  they  ought  not  to  alter 
the  Rules  of  Evidence,  which  would  be  a 
protection  against  charges  of  that  cha- 
racter. He  thought  it  would  be  a  most 
dangerous  thing  to  make  this  Bill  the 
means  of  an  alteration  in  the  Law  of 
Eridence,  and  therefore  he  hoped  th^ 
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Amendment  of  the  lion.  Member  for 
Liverpool  (Mr.  Samuel  timith)  would 
not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  HOPWOOD  said,  as  a  lawyer. 
he  objected  to  the  proposed  Amendment 
being  adopted.  Hie  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  the  Member  for  Chelsea,  (Mr. 
Firth)  had  spoken  of  its  bein^  a  faice 
to  question  a  child  to  see  whether  it 
understood  the  nature  of  an  oath.  He 
(Mr.  Hopwood)  had  no  defence  to  offer 
for  that  particular  mode  of  procedure. 
It  was  the  nature  of  the  Amendment 
before  the  Committee  that  he  had  to  deal 
with.  The  question  was,  it  being  con- 
feseed  that  certain  witnesaea  were  not  ad- 
missible bylawtogiTe  evidence, whether 
this  Amendment  was  to  enact  that  their 
evidence  should  be  admitted  for  what 
it  was  worth.  He  had  known  wit- 
nesses of  this  kind  who  had  won  upon 
the  Court  and  jury  with  very  doubtful 
results';  and  he  had  given  one  case, 
that  of  Mr.  Hatch,  in  which  the  young 
witnesses  gave  the  meet  childlike  and 
innocent  anawers,  which,  upon  aub- 
Bcquent  inquiry,  were  established,  be- 
yond doubt,  to  be  a  pack  of  false- 
hoods. He  thought  the  danger  of  a 
child's  CTidence  was  that  it  too  readily 
persuaded  Judge  and  jury;  whereaa 
the  child  might,  after  all,  only  be  acting 
upon  its  impressions.  It  might  be  mia- 
taken  as  to  the  person,  and  even  as  to 
the  fact ;  and  yet  it  was  suggested  that 
in  all  those  cases  they  should  make  a 
record  of  what  the  child  said,  and  then 
seek  corroboration  in  some  other  quarter. 
TXanally  the  mother  came  on  the  scene, 
Bud.finding  the  child  injured,  aaked  who 
had  committed  the  assault.  She  asked 
if  it  was  Harry,  or  Dick,  or  Tom,  and 
thus  put  the  words  into  the  child's 
mouth.  It  was  impossible  that,  in  a 
oivilized  Court  of  Justice,  governed  by 
Bulee  that  were  the  result  of  experience, 
they  could  adopt  anything  so  loose,  so 
informal,  and  so  unreasonable  as  that 
which  was  now  proposed. 

Mr.  ALBl'niT  OBEY  said,  the  logical 
outcome  of  the  speech  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Oentlaman  the  Member  for 
Stockport  (Mr.  Hopwood)  was,  that  no 
ohild  should  give  evidence  except  on 
oath.  He  was  surprised  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  Uentleman,  who  objected  to 
the  taking  of  oaths  at  all,  should  iDsist 
that  whsn  a  child  did  give  evidence  it 
ahonld  give  it  on  oath.  He  hoped  the 
hon.  Member  for  Liverpool  (Ur.  S. 
Sir  Wil.iunt  ffarctmrl 


Smith)  would  stick  to  his  Amendment, 
and,  if  necessary,  go  to  a  division.  He 
could  not  understand  tbia  aqueamtah- 
ness  about  children  giving  evidence  in 
cases  where  that  evidence  waa  absolutely 
necessary.  These  cases  were  of  a  pecu- 
liar character.  They  dsalt  with  crime 
in  connection  with  young  children  ;  and, 
therefore,  the  evidence  of  children  might 
be  wanted  for  what  it  was  worth.  Surely 
the  Judge  andjurf  could  decide  what 
the  value  of  the  evidence  vas.  He  cer- 
tainly thought  children  should  be  al- 
lowed to  give  evidence,  and  that  their 
evidence  should   be  taken  for  what  it 

Mb.  EDWABD  CLABKE  said,  he 
hoped  the  Committee  would  forgive  him 
if  he  added  a  few  words  upon  this 
subject.  He  thought  that  if  the  matter 
were  thraehed  out.  that  which  seemed 
to  be  the  prevalent  feeling  of  the 
Committee  would  be  greatly  ohanged. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Stockport  (Mr.  Hopwood) 
had  spoken  of  the  ease  of  Hatch,  which 
he  detailed  to  the  Committee  yester^ 
day,  as  an  inatance  of  the  improper 
and  wicked  accusations  which  might  be 
made  against  innocent  men.  Bnttheohtl- 
dren  in  that  case  were  sworn.  They  were 
children  of  10  or  11  years  of  age, 
and  their  evidence  was  taken  upon  oath. 
Though  he  was  as  anxious  as  the  late 
Home  Secretary  (Sir  William  Harcourt) 
could  possibly  be  to  put  anything  in  the 
Bill  to  protect  innocent  men  against  nn- 
founded  accusations,  what  he  would  point 
out  was  this — that  when  a  false  accusa- 
tion was  about  to  ha  made,  the  nataral 
and  easiest  instrument  of  that  aconsation 
waa  ratber  the  child  of  eight  or  ninp 
years,  than  the  ohild  of  four  or  five 
years,  because  the  httle  ohild  of  fonr  or 
five  could  not  be  ao  easily  tutored.  Let 
him  also  point  ont  that  if  the  parent* 
were  making  the  child  the  inshnment 
of  a  false  accusation  for  a  wicked  par- 
pose  thoy  tutored  the  child  to  answer 
questions,  and  so  it  waa  the  evidenro 
was  accepted  upon  oath.  Sappoeing  a 
child  of  four  or  five  or  six  yeaie  a^ 
been  violated  and  injured,  and  that  they 
got  evidence  that  toe  man  whom  they 
suspected  of  committing  the  offence  bad 
been  seen  going  and  coming  to  the  place, 
and  had  been  heard  to  say  something 
which  was  consistsnt  with  his  guilt, 
they  could  not,  as  the  law  now  stood, 
ask  questions  of  the  child.    II  onj  boo. 
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Uembers  knew  that  a  frightful  atrocity 
of  ttiis  kind  had  taken  place,  aod  desired 
to  find  out  who  had  committed  it,  they 
would  aak  the  child,  of  coorse,  with 
great  care,  and  they  would  be  as  careful 
as  they  could  to  ascertain  whether  any- 
bodyhadbeentutoringthechild.  Some- 
times  the  child  was  the  only  witness 
they  could  take,  and  these  oSenoes  must 
go  abflolutely  unpunished  in  many  in- 
stances, unless  something  like  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Liyerpool  (Mr.  8.  Smith) 
W6T6  adopted.  He  was  afraid  the  Com- 
mittee, havin);  swallowed  a  camel,  was 
now  straining  at  a  gnat.  In  one  clause 
passed  that  evening  they  had  given  a 
larger  opportunity  thaa  the  Criminal 
Law  had  ever  given  before  for  falsa 
charges  for  purposes  of  extortion.  In 
this  case  he  did  not  believe  the  Amend- 
ment proposed  would  facilitate  estortion ; 
it  would  simply  give  a  Criminal  Tribunal 
exactly  the  same  means  of  ascertaining 
the  truth  as  every  Member  of  the  House 
desired  to  have,  if  he  were  called  upon 
to  decide  a  particular  case.  If  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Liverpool 
would  agree  to  add  to  his  Amendment 
the  words,  "  provided  that  there  shall  be 
the  fullest  opportunity  for  cross- examina- 
tion," he  (Mr.  E.  Clarke)  would  be  very 
glad  to  go  into  the  Lobby  with  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  however  few  there  might  be 
with  them.  With  regard  to  cross-exa- 
mination, let  him  aay  this,  and  he  said 
it  from  experioDCe,  that  cross-examina- 
tion addressed  to  a  very  young  child 
was  by  no  means  waatsd.  A  careful  and 
kindly  cross-examination  of  a  young 
child  would  as  certainly  discover  the 
tmth  as  the  most  severe  cross -examina- 
tion of  a  very  much  older  witness  who 
had  been  tutored  would. 

Kb.  Sekjsant  SIMON  agresd  with 
the  hon.  and  learnsd  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Plymouth  (Mr.  E.  Clarke), 
that  if  this  question  were  argued  out  as 
they  argued  out  the  question  of  flogging 
a  little  while  ago,  the  Committee  would 
oome  to  a  very  different  opinion  to  that 
which  seemed  to  prevail  now.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  oath  was  that  there  should  be 
some  security  that  a  person,  by  fear  of 
the  consequences  either  here  or  in  a 
future  state,  would  tell  the  truth.  His 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member 
for  Stockport  (Mr.  Eopwood)  had  cited 
the  case  of  Mr.  Hatch ;  but  in  that  case 
the  children  were  sworn,  and  although 
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they  were  sworn  they  committed  peijury. 
What  greater  security  could  they  have 
of  the  truthfulness  of  a  child  than  a 
careful  eiamination  by  the  Judge  as 
to  the  credibility  of  the  child  F  He 
quite  agreed  that  it  would  be  a  sad 
thing  if  an  innocent  man  were  con- 
victed solely  on  the  evidence  of  a  child. 
A  child  could  be  tutored  as  to  what 
it  should  say,  even  if  it  were  sworn.  In 
his  opinion,  a  child  of  tender  years  was 
far  more  likely  to  tell  the  truth  than  a 
child  of  five  or  six  years  of  age  who  had 
been  tutored  as  to  what  it  was  to  say  when 
brought  into  Court.  Cases  had  been 
brought  to  hie  attention  in  which  there 
could  he  no  doubt  whatever  of  the  truth 
of  the  statement  of  the  child  ;  but  there 
had  been  a  failure  to  put  the  law  in 
force  simply  because  the  child  did  not 
understand  the  value  of  an  oath.  The 
change  proposed  was  very  desirable.  It 
was  quite  true  they  were  not  legislating 
foracbange  in  the  Lawof  Evidence;  but 
without  such  a  change  there  would  be  no 
protection  for  young  children,  and  that 
being  so,  he  hoped  the  Committee  would 
accept  the  Amendment. 

Mb.  PIGTON  said,  that  unless  this 
Amendment,  or  something  like  it,  were 
passed,  they  might  as  well  pass  no  Act 
at  all  on  the  subject,  so  far  as  little  chil- 
dren were  concerned.  The  crimes  which 
had  most  revolted  them,  which  had  so 
kindled  the  anger  of  hon.  Membera  that 
they  were  ready  to  resort  to  brutality  to 
put  them  down,  were  the  assaults  upon 
little  children  of  four,  five,  and  six  years 
of  age.  Those  little  children  could  not 
understand  anything  about  Hell,  and 
very  happily  too;  they  were  not  supposed 
to  understand  the  nature  of  an  oath, 
yet  they  were  the  most  truthful,  often- 
timea,  of  all  witnesses,  if  only  they  were 
examined  in  a  kindly  manner.  Unlesa 
the  testimony  of  those  children  might  be 
taken  for  what  it  was  worth,  these  crimes 
would  continue  to  go  unpunished,  as 
they  were  doing  by  thousands  at  the 
present  time.  He  earnestly  hoped  his 
hbn.  Friend  the  Member  for  Liver- 
pool (Mr.  8.  Smith)  would  persevere 
with  his  Amendment. 

Ma.  SAMUEL  SMITH  said,  he  was 
quite  willing  to  adopt  the  suggestion  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Fly- 
mouth  (Mr.  E.  Clarke),  and  add  to  lua 
Amendment — 
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Sir  FABRER  HER80HELL  sud, 
there  was  no  necessitj  to  odd  the  wordi, 
beoause,  if  the  Amendment  were  carried 
without  them,  the  child  would  clearly  be 
subject  to  oross-exaraination. 

Mk.  EDWAED  CLARKE  desired  to 
say  that,  if  the  Amendment  were  carried 
as  it  now  stood,  there  certainly  was  no 
provision  in  it,  or  even  in  the  clause, 
that  a  child  should  be  cross-esamined. 
He  would  auegeat,  however,  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Liverpool  that  he  should 
withdraw  the  proposal  to  add  words 
relating  to  cross-examination,  and  if  it 
shonld  happen  that  the  clause  were 
carried,  hs,  with  the  hon.  Gentleman's 
permission,  would  move  the  addition  of 
words  to  meet  the  point. 

Tax  GHAIBUAN :  Does  the  hon. 
Gentleman  move  to  add  the  words? 

Mb.  SAMUEL  SMITH :  No,  Sir. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  dinided; — Ayes  120; 
Noes  123 :  Majority  3. — (Div.  Idst, 
No.  263.) 

Mk.  SAMTJEL  smith  b<«ged  to 
more  the  second  part  of  the  clause 
which  stood  in  his  name — namely, 

"  And  the  court  may,  for  th«  wme  purpoM, 
ftUow  A  iiiiiilu  itBtament  mtda  bj  hw  Mors 
the  committing  jaitice  or  mEgiitrmte,  and  taken 
down  in  writicf  at  tho  time,  to  bs  used  for  the 
urns  purpose  at  the  trial." 

Thk  chairman  :  I  must  point  out 
to  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  it  he  sue- 
oeeda  in  carrying  the  second  part  of  his 
olanae,  Clauee  4  will  not  read. 

Mb.  SAMUEL  SMITH :  Then  I  will 
move  it  on  Report. 

Mr.  FIOTON  said,  that  in  a  word  or 
two  he  could  explain  why  he  wished  to 
move  the  addition  to  Clause  4  which 
stood  in  his  name.  At  present  no  punish- 
ment was  provided  but  that  of  penal 
servitude  or  imprisonment.  The  whole 
spirit  of  legislation  had  been  against  the 
imprisonment  of  young  boys,  and  the 
law  had  provided  that  boys  might  be 
moderately  chastised  and  saved  from 
the  disgrace  of  imprisonment.  It  was 
to  make  this  clear  that  he  asked  the 
Committee  to  add  the  words  he  had 
placed  on  the  Paper  of  Amendments. 

Amendment  proposed, 


whose  age  doei  not  exceed  sixteen  yttn,  tbs 
court  may,  ioatoad  uf  senteDciDg  him  to  any 
term  of  impriaonmant,  order  him  to  ba  whippad. 


•a  prescribed  "by  the  Act  ot  tbs  tweotv-Bfth  and 

tventr-iixth  Victoria,  chapter  aigbtsfm,  b- 
tituled  '  Ac  Act  to  amend  the  X-nw  u  to  tlw 
Whipping  of  Juvenile  and  other  OBsnien,' 
aod  iJ,  baring  regard  to  bii  age  and  all  tli*lii> 
eumitUM*  of  tb*  caae,  it  ihauld  appear  expe- 
dient, the  court  may,  in  addition  to  tbaaaBtcmc* 
of  whipping,  order  bim  to  be  aant  to  a  eartiSsd 
reformatory  aobooL  and  to  be  there  detainad  fo 
a  period  of  net  leai  tban  two  yean  and  not  mon 
than  five  jsars."— ( Jfr.  Pirfon.} 

Question  proposed, "  That  those  words 
be  thero  inserted." 

8ia  TVALTEB  B.  BARTTELOT  said, 
he  thought  it  was  veiy  desirable  to  ac- 
cept this  Amendment,  beoause  ottences 
by  boys  were  by  no  means  uncommon. 
He  knew  a  case  of  a  boy,  15  years  of 
age,  who  misbehaved  himself  with  thrse 
little  children— one  was  10,  another  11, 
and  the  third  12  yearsof  ag».  He  was 
sorry  to  say  that  the  ^rU  wero  more  or 
less  consenting  parties.  The  boy  wa* 
tried  at  the  Lewes  Assises  in  the  year 
1664,  and  sentenoed  to  six  months'  ini' 
prisonment  with  hard  labour.  In  hi* 
(Sir  Walter  B.  Barttelot's)  opinion, 
whipping  would  have  a  consideraUs 
deterrent  effect  in  such  cases. 

Ma.  HOPWOOD  (who  was  recMvsd 
with  cries  ot  "Agreed!")  said,  they  were 
not  agreed,  and  he  would  move  to  re- 
port Progress  if  hon.  Gentlemen  desired 
it.  He  objected  to  the  placing  before 
the  Committee  of  pereonal  experiences. 
The  illustrations  which  were  given  were, 
of  course,  given  by  hon.  Members  in 
perfect  good  faith,  but  with  just  such 
a  touch  of  memory  as  to  make  them  un- 
reliable. They  had  had  that  night  ons 
hon.  Member  saying  there  were  40  of 
such  oases  somewhere.  In  how  many 
years  they  wero  not  told.  Someone 
said  eight  years,  while  someone  else 
said  eight  weeks.  He  did  not  believe  it 
There  were  societies  which  vamped  up 
these  things  because  the  stronger  ap- 
peals the;  made  in  the  cause  of  charity, 
the  more  money  flowed  into  the  exche- 
quer. His  hon.  Friend  tho  Member  for 
Leicester  (Mr.  Ficton)  brought  forward 
this  suggestion  as  one  of  which  he  wsi 
very  much  enamoured.  He  (Mr.  Hop- 
wood)  desired  to  hear  what  his  hon. 
Friend  would  do  in  a  correlative  case. 
This  clause  applied  to  a  boy  under  16. 
What  was  to  be  done  with  a  girl  under 
16  f  Was  she  not  on  equal  terms  cf 
guilt  or  innooenoe  with  the  boy  f  Was 
she  not  to  be  whipped,  or  sent  to  a  re- 
formatory, or  imprisoned 't     Vfby  not  7 
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She  was  aa  guiJty  as  the  boy.  Was  it 
not  absurd  for  grown  men  to  sit  there 
and  talk  of  flo^^ng  and  whipping  ofail- 
dren  ?  He  wished  to  hear  men  apeak 
out  about  these  things.  There  must  be 
some  hon.  Membera  who  felt  as  he  did, 
and  he  only  wished  they  would  give  the 
Committee  the  benefit  of  their  experi- 
ence. This  was  an  Amendment  which 
should  not  be  accepted.  He  should  oer- 
taiuly  divide  against  it,  and  do  more 
against  it  if  he  could. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sii 
BicmitD  Webster)  said,  he  did  not  see 
any  reason  why  the  Amendment  should 
not  be  acoepted.  He  wished  to  point 
out  to  the  Committee  that  by  the  29  &  80 
Vici.  c.  13,  a.  14,  whenever  a  boy  who 
was  under  the  age  of  16  was  convicted 
on  an  indictment  of  an  offence  punish- 
able with  penal  servitude  or  imprison- 
ment, and  sentenced  to  10  days'  im- 
prisonment or  longer,  he  could  be  sent 
to  a  reformatory.  Therefore,  bethought 
the  proposal  as  to  reformatory  schools 
unnecessary.  As  to  the  whipping,  be 
agreed  with  it. 

Mb.  firth  said,  he  had  a  short  time 
ago  read  a  statement  by  an  East  End 
olergyman,  which  went  to  show  that  if 
the  Bill  were  carried  without  this  altera- 
tion —  supposing  the  rev.  gentleman's 
statement  to  be  true,  and  he  had  no 
doubt  it  was — it  would  make  crimiuale 
of  half  the  boys  of  between  12  and  16 
years  of  age  in  that  district. 

Thk  attorney  general  (Sir 
BicHAKD  Webstbb):  Will  the  hon. 
Member  (Mr.  Ficton)  stop  at  the  words 
"other  Offenders?" 

Mb.  PICTON  :  Yes. 

The  House  being  cleared  for  a  divi- 
si  on, 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Amendmentpro- 
poeed,  in  page  2,  line  10,  at  end,  to  add 
the  words — 

"  ProTid*d,  That  in  the  cue  ot  an  offeoder 
vhoia  age  does  Dot  exmed  nitesQ  years,  the 
oonrt  tnajr,  instead  ot  eeDtenciDi;  bim  to  sdt 
tarm  of  impriaonment,  order  him  to  be  whipped, 
aaprsKribed  hj  the  Act  of  the  tTscty- fifth  and 
twenty-sixth  Victoria,  chapter  eighteen,  in- 
titaled  *Ad  Act  to  amend  the  Ijsw  as  to  the 
'Whipping  of  JuTenile  and  other  Oflendera,'  and 
it,  having  regard  to  hii  ago  and  all  the  circum- 
stancea  of  the  case,  it  should  appear  expedient, 
ibe  court  may,  in  addition  to  the  eentenco  of 
whipping,  order  him  to  be  sent  to  a  certified  re- 
fonnatoiy  achool,  and  to  bs  there  detained  for 
a  period  of  not  leu  than  two  jean  and  not 
more  than  five  yean." 


I  Mb.  PICTON:  You  have  read  the 
whole  of  the  Amendment,  Sir.  I  with- 
draw  all  after  the  words  "other  Of- 
fenders." I  wish  to  drop  the  latter  part 
of  the  Amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  Member 
at  one  time  proposed  to  do  that ;  but 
when  it  was  objected  to,  he  assented  to 
the  retention  of  the  words. 

Question  put,  " 'I'hat  those  words  b* 
there  added." 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes  204 ; 
Noes  24:  Majority  160.— (Div.  List, 
No.  264.) 

Mr.  PICTON :  I  would  propose  now 
to  omit  all  the  words  after  "other  Of- 
fenders." 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber cannot  do  it  now. 

Mb.  WABTON  said,  he  had  put  on 
the  Paper  an  Amendment  to  leave  out 
Clause  4.  He  had  put  that  Amend- 
ment on  the  Paper  for  the  reason  that 
the  law,  as  it  would  be  under  the  clause, 
was  precisely  what  it  was  at  the  present 
moment,  and  what  it  was  before  the  Bill 
was  introduced  at  all.  He  bad  thought 
it  UDneoeasary  to  have  a  declaration  of 
the  law  twice  over.  Now,  however,  that 
alterations  had  been  made  in  the  olanse 
which  would  change  the  existing  law  in 
two  respects,  he  no  longer  thought  it 
necessary  to  put  the  Amendment. 

Clause  agrtti  to. 

Clause  S  (Defilement  of  girl  between 
twelve  and  fifteen  years  of  age). 

Mr.  HOPWOOD  said,  he  proposed  to 

ove  to  add,  after  "who,"  in  page  2, 
line  31,  "being  of  mature  age,  or 
eighteen  years  at  the  least."  He  bad 
expected  that  before  they  had  pro- 
ceeded BO  far  with  the  Bill  they  would 
1  some  general  information  from 
the  Ooremment  as  to  the  age  at  which 
a  youth  would  come  under  the  penalty 
of  this  clause,  and  as  to  thereof  pro- 
tection adopted  on  the  Continent.  Fend- 
iog  some  information  of  that  kind,  he 
moved  bis  Amendment  simply  to  raise 
the  question.  What  be  found  in  Foreign 
Criminal  Codes  was,  that  according  to 
the  ageof  the  delinquent  the  punishment 
or  the  offence  became  ml.  He 
led  in  bis  Amendment  that  the  age 
of  reeponsibility  should  commence  at 
18 — he  was  in  somewhat  of  a  diflicnlty, 
no  doubt,  because  be  did  not  know  what 
the  ageof  protection  for  girls  would  be; 
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but  he  Bsaumed  it  would  be  oonsider- 
ably  above  what  it  was  at  present.  They 
would  probably  have  the  pleasure  of 
hearing  the  right  hon.  O-entleman  the 
Home  Secretary  detail  reasouB  for  hia 
own  conTersion  in  the  matter  when  they 
came  to  the  question  of  the  age  of  the 
girt.  MeanwhUe,  he  proposed  to  fix  the 
age  of  the  male  delinquent  at  18 — 16 
might  more  readily  meet  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Committee ;  but  he  had 
put  down  1 B  in  order  to  obtain  some  ex- 
pression of  opinion  from  the  Committee 
on  which  he  eould  act. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  2,  line  31,  after  tbe  word  "  who," 
to  insert  the  words  "  being  of  mature  age,  or 
_  eigblMD  yenra  at  the  least.   —(Jtfr.  EfpteeodJ. 

Question  propossd,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
RiOHARQ  Websteh]  opposed  the  Amend- 
ment. The  Gloremment  had  had  no 
opportuniW  of  saying  what  they  had 
determined  upon  in  the  matter  of  the 
age  of  eonssnt ;  but  as  to  this  Amend- 
ment, affecting  the  age  of  the  person 
committing  the  offence,  to  accept  it 
would  be  to  introduce  s  complete  inno- 
vation into  their  Criminal  Law.  The 
present  law  was  well  known,  and,  accord- 
ing to  the  clause — 

"  Any  person  who  unlawfully  and  caraoUy 
IcDOWB  or  attempts  to  hare  anlawfuUy  camol 
knowledge  of  any  girl  being  of  oraboTS  theajje 
of  twelve  yean  and  under  tbe  age  of  fifteen 
jean  shall  be  guilty  of  a  tnisdeneanour,  &c." 
It  seemed  to  him  that,  without  rery  good 
reason  for  it,  no  such  change  as  that 
proposed  should  be  effected,  and  he  bad 
not  heard  from  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Stockport 
any  good  reason  for  it. 

Ms.  HOFWOOB  said,  there  was  no 
difficulty  in  supplying  reasons.  The 
new  clause  would  effect  a  material 
change  in  the  law,  and  tbe  age  of  con- 
sent being  raised  to  IS  or  16  would 
make  tbe  girl  against  whom  the  offence 
could  be  committed  three  or  four  years 
older  than  under  the  present  law. 
That  was  a  considerable  addition,  and 
was.  at  any  rate,  reason  for  some  in- 
Testigation— some  inquiry — into  the  re- 
lative merite  or  demerits  of  the  two 
parties  to  the  delinquency.  If  he  was 
to  assume  that  all  girls  of  16  were  to  be 
protected  in  an  Act  of  Parliament,  he 
had  a  right  to  assume  that  soma  girls  at 
IGwero  as  advanced  as  others  at  »0,  and 
Mr.  Jlopteood 
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that  a  boy  of  under  1 6  might  be  whipped 
and  imprisoned  for  an  act  for  which  a 
girl  of  much  greater  power  of  con- 
tinence and  much  greater  maturity  was 
mainly  responsible.  There  was  nothing 
clearer  in  physiology  than  that  a  gtrl  ot 
16  was  two  years  older,  in  power  of  un- 
derstanding and  taking  care  of  herself  in 
this  respect,  than  a  boy  of  the  same  age. 
As  to  his  reasons,  he  had  many— thej 
wereobvioua;  and  the  Attorney  General, 
in  asking  for  titem,  was  treating  him  with 
an  off-hand  air  that  he  was  not  disposed 
to  pass  by.  He  and  those  who  thought 
with  him  were  determined  to  be  heard 
upon  the  Bill,  and  they  had  by  their 
criticisms  justified,  to  a  large  extent,  the 
position  they  had  taken  up.  They  htd 
not  been  successful  in  all  they  had  at- 
tempted ;  bat  if  they  had  succeeded  in 
introducing  a  calmer  spirit  into  the  dis- 
cussion, they  would,  at  any  rate,  have 
done  something  to  benefit  the  countiy. 

8iE  "WILLIAM  HAKCOTJET  wished 
to  point  out  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  that  the  laEt  Amendment  which 
had  been  carried,  which  apphed  the 
punishment  of  whipping  to  boys  under 
16  years  of  age,  really  met  the  case  he 
wished  to  meet.  Everybody  admitted 
that  these  offences  were  very  often  com- 
mitted by  jnvenilee  who  really  knew  very 
little  about  what  they  were  doing.  It 
would  be,  no  doubt,  a  very  serioos  thing 
if  boys  were  sent  to  prison  in  large  num- 
bers. The  last  Amendment,  however, 
as  be  had  said,  would  meet  thedifficnlty. 
It  would  be  extremely  dangerous  to  pro- 
vide immunity  from  punishment  in  the 
case  of  a  youth  of  17  or  18.  The  Amend- 
ment oould  not,  he  thought,  be  al- 
lowed. 

Amendment  ntgativti. 

Tub  8ECEETAET  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AsBHBTo?)  Cross)  :  I  now  move  te 
strike  out  "twelve,"  and  insert  "thir- 
teen," in  line  33. 

Amendment  d^rtfmf  to. 

Mr.  Serjeant  SIMON :  I  beg  to  pro- 
pose the  next  Amendment  standing  in 
my  name — to  fix  the  age  at  14. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  cannot  more  his 
Amendment,  the  age  of  13  having  al- 
ready been  decided  upon. 

Sir  BALDWYN  LEIGHTON  s«d, 
there  was  a  series  of  Amoodmenls  on 
the  Paper  dealing  with  the  age  of  the 
girl  to  defile  whom  it  would  be  a  niis- 
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df^raeaiiour,  and  it  would  be  but  right 
that  the^  should  be  put  from  tho  Chair 
io  nnmerical  order.  If  that  were  not 
done,  they  might  hare  the  extraordinar}' 
exhibition  of  Members  taking  different 
views  being  in  the  same  Lobby.  He 
would  ask  the  Chairman  to  deal  with 
the  Amendments  numerically,  commanc- 
ing  with  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Lincolnshire  (Mr. 
Atkinson),  that  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Leicester  (Mr.  Picton]  following. 

The  CHAIfiMAN  ;  I  see  nothing  t« 
prevent  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Dewsbury  (Mr.  Ser- 
jeant Simon)  moving  his  Amendment. 

Mb.  Serjeant  SIMON  said,  he  had 
to  move  in  page  2,  line  34,  to  leave  out 
"fifteen,"  and  insert  "sixteen."  The 
object  was  to  raise  the  age  from  IS, 
as  it  now  stood  in  the  Bill,  to  16. 
He  was  bound  to  say  that  when  he  first 
drew  up  the  Amendment  he  bad  pro- 
posed to  raise  the  age  to  1 8  ;  but,  on  con- 
sidering the  matter,  it  had  appeared  to 
him  that  he  voald  have  a  much  better 
chance  of  carrying  his  present  proposal, 
especially  when  he  bore  in  mind  the 
view  which  the  House  of  Lords  had 
expressed  on  the  matter.  At  the  same 
time,  be  was  bound  to  say  that  if 
the  Forms  of  the  House  would  allow 
an  opportunity  of  voting  in  support 
of  a  proposal  to  raise  the  age  above  16 
he  should  avail  himself  of  it.  Now, 
why  did  they  extend  protection  to  girls 
of  the  age  of  15  ?  It  was  because  they 
were  not  in  that  state  of  roind — in  that 
advanced  condition  of  mind — as  to  be 
able  to  foresee  the  consequences  of  the 
act  they  were  about  to  commit.  Well, 
girls  of  the  age  of  16  were  in  the  same 
position.  A  girl  of  IG,  as  a  rule,  was 
comparatively  a  child.  They  did  not 
allow  such  a  girl  to  part  with  her  pro- 
perty, and  he  thought  tbey  ought  not 
to  allow  her  to  part  with  her  person. 
He  did  not  refer  to  cases  where  young 
people  formed  an  attachment,  and  in  an 
unfortunate  moment  allowed  their  pas- 
sions to  get  the  better  of  them.  He  re- 
ferred to  cases  in  which  a  man  delibe- 
rately laid  siege  to  a  girl  with  the  set 
purpose  of  ruining  her — and  he  was 
sorry  to  say  that  such  cases  too  often 
happened — cases  in  which  a  man  used 
all  the  arts  which  hia  experience  of  life 
furnished  in  order  to  get  a  girl  into  his 
power  and  then  take  advantage  of  her. 
He  contended  that  an  act  of  that  kind 
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with  a  girl  of  lewasamost  seriouaone, 
and  should  be  seriously  punished.  He, 
therefore,   proposed   this  alteration   of 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line 
34,  to  leave  out  the  word  "  fifteen,"  and 
insert  the  word  "  sixteen." — {Mr.  8tr~ 
jeant  Simon.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  fifteen '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AssHETON  Caoss)  said,  it  would,  per- 
haps, be  just  as  well  that  he  should  state 
the  opinion  of  the  Government  on  thia 
matter,  because  there  were  a  great 
number  of  Amendments  on  the  Paper 
to  this  part  of  the  Bill,  some  proposing 
the  age  of  IG,  some  16,  some  20,  and 
some  going  as  high  as  21.  He  entirely 
appreciated  the  motives  of  all  the  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  had  put  down  Amend- 
ments for  altering  the  age ;  but  this 
matter  was  one  iir  which  they  were 
bound  to  bo  cautious  what  they  were 
about.  This  was  one  of  those  particular 
parts  of  the  Bill  with  regard  to  which 
public  feeling out-of-doora  had  probably 
gone  agroat  deal  further  than  hon.  Mem- 
bers should  go,  sitting  there  as  legislators, 
in  a  calm  and  deliberate  spirit  to  pass  a 
law  which  should  bo  carried  out,  and 
should  not  break  down  in  consequence 
of  their  yielding  to  pressure  from  out- 
side. It  behoved  thom  to  be  very  care- 
ful. There  was  one  consideration  they 
should  look  to  in  this  matter,  and  that 
was  to  the  number  of  marriages  which 
took  place  amongst  young  girls.  It 
was  rather  extraordinary  to  see  how 
different  the  numbers  were  at  these 
various  periods.  Some  would  wish  them 
to  fix  the  age  in  this  clause  at  21 ;  but 
if  they  took  the  records  of  the  past  five 
years,  they  would  find  that  something 
like  1 8, OOUpersons  had  married  underthe 
age  of  2 1.  It  would  be  impossible,  there- 
fore, to  go  to  that  age.  To  come  to  under 
the  age  of  20,  the  number  of  marriages 
waabetween  13,000  and  14,000;  between 
18  and  19,  7,000;  and  between  17  and 
18,  2,000.  When  they  came  to  under 
the  age  of  16  they  came  to  a  great  drop, 
for  the  number  was  only  37.  Between 
16  and  17  the  number  was  100.  It 
was  evident  from  these  statistics  that 
the  great  gap  was  before  the  age  of  16. 
Below  that  age  very  few  marriages  took 
place,  and  they  might,  therefore, 
sume  that  girls  under  that  age 
2  C 
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looked  on  as  immature,  and  as  haviog 
not  arrived  at  the  af;e  of  puberty. 
These,  then,  were  the  girls  they  desired 
to  protect  in  the  Bill.  On  the  part  of 
the  Government,  lie  urged  the  Commit- 
tee to  accept  the  figures  be  had  quoted 
in  the  spirit  in  which  he  had  made  these 
observations.  He  trusted  they  would 
accept  the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Dowsbury  (Mr,  Serjeant  Simon)  fixing 
the  age  at  16. 

Ma.  JAMES  8TUAET  said,  he  should 
Tote  for  leaving  out  "fifteen,"  and  when 
the  subsequent  Question  was  put  be 
should  vote  for  leaving  out  "sixteen," 
with  the  view  of  eudeftvonring  to  get 
some  higher  age  substituted.  If  he 
oould  obtain  what  be  most  desired,  it 
would  be  that  tbej  should  insert  "  eigh- 
teen." He  knew  it  might  be  said  that 
the  Gomroittee  was  yielding  to  clamour. 
[Mr.   Warton:  Hear,  hear!]     But  in 

Site  of  the  cheer  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
ember  for  Bridport,  there  were  many 
who  desired  the  age  to  be  raised  to  18 
— and  who  would  now,  if  they  got  the 
opportunity,  vote  for  it — who  had  de- 
sired that  age  long  before  there  was 
any  clamour,  and  long  before  there  was 
any  expectation  of  a  reasonable  kind  of 
their  being  able  even  to  get  the  age  of 
16  accepted.  If  hon.  Members  looked 
at  the  various  Petitions  and  Memorials 
which  had  been  presented  to  that  House 
on  the  question,  they  would  not  only 
find  that  the  great  majority  spoke  of  the 
age  of  18,  but  if  they  looked  at  those 
which  spoke  of  1 6  they  would  find  that 
a  great  number — certainly  many  of 
those  that  he  had  had  the  honour  to 
present— had  mentioned  the  a^e  "  six- 
teen at  least."  Now,  ho  knew  it  would 
be  said  that  they  would  run  the  risk  of 
false  accusations  being  made,  there 
being  so  many  young  giris  on  the  streets 
under  the  age  of  16;  and  that  men 
might  have  to  do  with  girls  believing 
them  to  be  over  the  age  of  18,  when  it 
turned  out  afterwards  that  they  were 
under  it.  Poor  man !  be  should  be  very 
Borry  for  him  indeed  if  he  made  a  mis- 
take of  a  day ;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
did  they  not  think  that  such  an  Act  of 
Parliament  as  this,  when  it  was  passed, 
would  have  the  effect  of  greatly 
clearing  the  streets  of  the  prostitu- 
tion of  these  young  girls?  He  did 
not  wish  at  all  to  delay  the  Committee 
on  this  matter ;  but  be  thought  it  might, 
Sir  R.  A^fiflon  Croat 


perhaps,  he  worth  the  attention  of  the 
Committee,  as  the  right  hon.  0«ntleman 
the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  Glad- 
stone]  was,  unfortunately,  not  able  to 
be  present  that  evenieg,  if  he  read  a 
letter  that  right  hon.  Gentlemnn  had 
addressed  to  him.     It  was — 

"  1,  BichmoDd  TenacB,  Whitehall,  July  81. 

>'  Dear  Mr.  Stnart,— 1  find  that  M>.  Morlaj 
hai  inquired  whether  I  chject  to  its  being 
known  that  in  my  opiaion  the  protective  ag< 
Tnii^bt  properly  bo  advanced  beyond  IG  in  the 
CriminBl  Law  Amundmont  Bill.  I  cannot  con- 
aider  that  much  weight  ia  due  to  my  jadgment 
in  this  important  mnttor  an  compared  witJi  that 
of  others  ;  but  I  have  considered  it  as  well  as  I 
could,  and  I  peraouall.f  should  have  been  glad 
if  this  Qoveroment  had  found  it  consistent  with 
their  views  to  nama  18  rather  than  16  u  the 
protected  age. 

"  Beli«vs  me,  most  faithfully  youn, 

"  W.  E.  GLiOStoxi." 

He  hoped  the  Committee  would  adopt 
the  age  of  1 8. 

Mr.  HOPWOOD  said,  he  had  more 
than  once  invited  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  to  tell  them 
by  what  process  ne  had  been  converted 
from  the  views  he  held  on  this  subject 
seven  or  eight  years  ago.  What  was 
the  reason  that  the  Government  had 
adopted  the  age  of  16?  He  did  not 
know  that  there  was  any  other  country 
on  the  Continent  where  people  over  the 
age  of  H  had  a  special  Act  to  protect 
them.  Ko  Member  answered  that  point. 
If  the  Government  had  no  response  to 
that  question,  there  was  another  tiling 
he  would  like  to  ask  them.  Had  they 
consulted  the  Judges  who  bad  to  try 
these  cases  upon  the  question?  No  re- 
sponse. They  had  nothing  to  comment 
upon  but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
sudden  conversion.  There  were  no 
reasonsgivenforit.  Some  hon.  Members 
said  18  years  ought  to  he  the  age,  others 
said  16,  and  eo  they  went  on;  but  he 
warned  them  that  they  would  be  de- 
stroying the  moral  respoosibility  of  the 
population  in  proportion  to  every  year 
they  raised  the  age  of  these  protected 
girls.  He  contended  that  these  girls 
who  went  wrong  from  an  early  age 
were  just  as  familiar  with  the  result  of 
their  actions  as  those  of  an  older  agt. 
["No!"]  It  was  all  very  well  to  cry 
"No  !  "  but  those  Members  who  did  so 
were  judging  by  their  own  families, 
who  were  carefully  nurtured  and  pre- 
served from  contamination;  but  girls 
who  went  upon  the  streets  came  from  M 
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different  class.  They  were  not  carefully 
nurtured ;  they  had  a  familiarity  with 
these  things  from  an  early  age,  and 
were  quite  able  to  take  care  of  them- 
aelves.  It  was  a  monstrous  thing  to 
raise  the  age  in  this  manner,  and  he  did 
call  upon  me  QoTemment  to  rise  in  their 
places  and  give  them  some  reason  for 
what  they  were  doing.  Eioept  in  some 
of  the  more  eccentric  of  the  United 
States  they  could  find  no  parallel  for 
this  Act,  and  he  should  like  to  hear 
reasons  for  it  apart  from  mere  decla- 
mation. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HAECOUET  said, 
hie  hon.  and  learned  Friend  had  talked 
of  sudden  conversion  in  regard  to  this 
subject.  As  far  as  he  was  concerned, 
he  had  not  been  suddenly  conyerted  to 
the  age  of  16,  because  when  the  Bill 
was  first  introduced  into  the  House  of 
Lords  two  years  ago  the  age  was  fized 
at  16.  and  he  had  always  approved  of 
that  limit.  That  was  the  age  that  was 
originally  adopted,  and  he  did  not  know 
why  it  had  been  altered  to  15  this  year. 
Sixteen  was  the  age  which  was  suggested 
by  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  the  reasons  for  adopting  it  were 
given  in  the  Seport  of  that  Committee. 
Now,  the  reason  for  raisiqg  the  present 
age  was  because  he  thought  it  was  ne- 
cessary. Against  the  other  proposal  to 
raise  the  age  from  16  to  18  he  had  no 
difficulty  in  giving  a.  reason.  At  16  a 
girl  was  manifestly  a  child,  a  person  of 
tender  years ;  but  when  they  came  be- 
yond that,  and  grew  to  18,  they  were 
women.  If  they  raised  the  age  to  18, 
oases  such  as  the  following  might  arise. 
A  girl  of  17  having  been  seduced  by 
one  man  might  then  become  the  mistress 
of  another,  who  would  be  liable  to  an 
indictment  for  misdemeanour  for  living 
with  her.  Surely  the  Committee  would 
not  contemplate  with  equanimity  such 
an  application  of  the  clause  as  that. 
Then  it  was  the  opinion  of  those  who 
had  bed  to  deal  with  these  matters  that 
they  would  be  running  very  great  dan- 
gers of  extortion  and  misrepresentation, 
because  nothing  was  easier  than  for  a 
girl  of  17  or  18  to  represent  that  she 
was  20.  It  was  quite  plain  also  that 
the  dangers  of  black  mail  were  very 
much  greater  when  they  advanced  the 
age  than  they  would  be  if  it  were  left  at 
16.  These  were,  shortly,  the  reasons 
which  had  induced  the  House  of  Lords 
to  adopi  the  age  of  1 G. 
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Sir  ROBERT  FOWLER  (Loed 
Mayor)  said,  the  hon.  Member  for 
Hackney  (Mr.  James  Stuart]  seemed  to 
anticipate  that  the  passing  of  this  Bill 
would  put  a  stop  to  juvenile  prosti- 
tution ;  but  he  wished  to  point  out  that 
it  was  all  very  well  for  the  House  to 
legislate,  but  the  important  thing  was 
to  have  the  legislation  carried  out  by 
the  police.  They  would  certainly  carry 
it  out  in  the  City,  and  he  believed  that 
if  they  carried  out  the  law  in  the  other 
parts  of  London  as  they  did  in  the  City, 
the  streets  would  not  be  in  the  same  dis- 
graceful state  as  they  were  now,  as  any 
prostitute  soliciting  men  was  liable  to 
40«.  fine  or  one  month's  imprisonment. 
He  quite  approved  of  raising  the  age 
considerably. 

Me.  ATKINSON  thought  the  Com- 
mittee ought  to  remember  that  they 
were  there  in  a  representative  capacity, 
and  must,  therefore,  judge  outside  feel- 
ing as  well  as  the  feeling  in  the  House. 
If  they  were  to  judge  of  this  matter 
from  that  point  of  view,  they  would  find 
that  the  majority  of  the  people  were  in 
favour  of  raising  the  age  to  21.  He 
could  speak  for  Lincolnshire,  for  he  had 
presented  Petitions  in  favour  of  that 
age  ;  and  since  he  had  been  sitting  there 
listening  to  the  discussion  ho  had  re- 
ceived a  telegram  from  a  meeting  at 
Hull,  at  which  there  were  4,000  persons 
present,  stating  that  the  people  there 
were  unanimously  in  favour  of  the  age 
of  21.  He  thought  those  people  were 
entitled  to  be  considered,  and  therefore 
he  should  like  to  see  that  age  adopted. 
If  the  Forms  of  the  House  allowed  it 
later,  he  should  certainly  propose  the 
Amendment  to  that  effect  standing  on 
the  Paper  in  his  name. 

Mr.  J.  G.  HUBBARD  pointed  out 
that  16  was  a  most  impressionable  age. 
Between  16  and  IT  girls  had  the  consti- 
tution of  women,  and  were  much  more 
likely  to  become  the  prey  of  men  than 
they  were  a  few  years  later.  If  this 
Bill  was  to  bo  passed  so  as  to  raise  the 
ago  at  all,  he  certainly  thought  it  ought 
to  raise  it  to  Itl.  No  woman  could 
marry  on  her  own  responsibility  at  18 
or  19.  She  was  obliged  to  turn  to  her 
parents  or  guardians,  and  if  she  could 
not  dispose  of  herself  in  honest  matri- 
mony at  18,  she  ought  not  to  be  able  to 
dispose  of  herself  in  iniquity. 

Db.  FAEQUHAESON  said,  that 
girls  often  came  to  maturity  at  I4J,  and 
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thought  the  absurdity  of  this  vas  so 
self-evident  that  he  counted  on  a  very 
coaeiderable  amount  of  support.  TEe 
Amendment  wae  absolutely  necessftry' 
to  protect  people  from  the  consequences 
of  rash  legislation. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  {Sir 
RrcHAKD  Webstzb)  thought  the  Amend- 
ment ought  not  to  be  accepted,  because 
it  seemed  to  him  to  be  wholly  ioappli- 
cable  to  the  clause.  He  quite  agreed 
that  eTery  step  should  bo  taken  to  give 
proper  protection ;  but  he  would  ask  the 
Committee  to  consider  what  they  were 
doing  with  the  clause.  As  it  stood  at 
present,  it  provided  that  any  persoD 
who  unlawfully  knew  or  attempted  to 
have  connection  with  a  girl  above  the 
age  of  1<1  years,  and  under  the  age  of 
1 6,  should  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanour. 
A  great  temptation  would  be  placed  in 
the  way  of  men  who  committed  this 
offence  it  the  words  "  not  being  a  com- 
mon prostitute,  or  of  known  immoral 
character,"  were  inserted.  Every  at- 
tempt would  be  made  to  get  the  girl  to 
he  a  common  prostitute,  or  to  be  one  of 
known  immoral  character;  and  the  re- 
sult would  be  that,  instead  of  there  being 
exceptions,  it  would  be  all  the  other 
way.  There  was  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  there  would  be  many  girls  under 
the  age  of  16  who  would  be  prostitutes ; 
and  so  long  as  a  girl  was  under  that 
age,  even  if  she  were  a  prostitute,  at 
least  they  might  hope  that  she  had  not 
been  a  prostitute  for  a  very  long  time — 
certainly  not  one  in  the  sense  of  a  per- 
manent street- walker.  He  thought  Par- 
liament might  well  allow  that  there 
ought  to  be  protection  for  a  girl  up  to 
the  age  of  lH,  even  though  she  might, 
to  a  certain  extent,  have  injured  her 
moral  character.     He  asked  the  Com- 


if  they  took  16  they  would  cover  all  ex- 
ceptional cases.  If,  however,  they  ex- 
tended the  age  to  17,  women  were 
then  perfectly  well  able  to  protect 
themselves ;  and  if  they  were  to  go  be- 
yond that,  there  was  no  reason  why 
they  should  not  go  to  30,  40,  or  any 
other  age  at  once.  He  concurred  in 
the  Amendment  which  had  the  support 
of  the  Government. 

Question,  "That  the  word  'fifteen' 
stand  part  of  the  Clause,"  put,  and 
n»gativei. 

Ma.  JAMES  STtTAET  said,  he  was 
desirous  of  moving  an  Amendment  to 
the  word  "sixteen." 

The  CHAIRMAN'  said,  it  was  a  rule 
of  Committee  that  no  Amendment  could 
be  moved  on  an  Amendment  which 
simply  consisted  of  one  word. 

Question  put,  "That  the  word  'six- 
teen '  be  there  inserted." 

The  Committee  dividtd  :—A.jBa  179; 
Noes  71 :  Majority  lOB.— (Div.  List, 
No.  265.) 

Me.  OOUETNBT,  in  the  absence  of 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member 
for  Stockport  (Mr.  Hopwood],  who  had 
givenNotioeof  the  Amendment,  movedto 
insert,  in  page  2,  line  34,  alter  the  word 
"  years,"  the  words  "  not  being  a  com- 
mon prostitute,  or  of  known  immoral 
character."  He  thought  the  proposal 
deserved,  at  least,  some  consideration. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  3, line  34,  aft«r  tha  word  "  jeaia" 
to  insert  tike  words  "  not  b«iog  a  comoion 
prostitute,  or  of  kDown  immoial  character. " — 
{Mr.  Cmitney.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mk.  hopwood,  who  entered  the 
House  while  the  Question  was  being 
proposed  from  the  Chair,  said,  he  should 
uke  to  support  his  own  Amendment ; 
and  he  thanked  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Liskeard  (Mr.  Courtney) 
for  his  courtesy  in  coming  to  the  rescue. 
He  would  state  the  proposition  involved 
as  simply  as  he  could.  Was  there  any 
Member  of  the  Committee  who  was  pre- 
pared to  say  that  any  son  or  relative  of 
his  should  be  brought  under  this  law 
because  be  was  inveigled,  or  enticed,  or 
decoyed  by  a  woman  who  was  a  woman 
of  the  town,  becaase  she  happened  to 
be  under  the  age  of  16  years?  He 
Jh.  Ftirjii}mr*o» 


Sia  HENRY  JAMES  eaid,  he  had 
arrived  at  the  same  opinion  as  iiis 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Attorney 
General,  and  he  hoped  these  joang 
prostitutes  would  be  kept  off  the  streets. 
If  men  knew  that  it  was  an  offence  to 
epeak  to  them  the  trade  would  come  to 
an  end.  Such  girls  would  be  shunned, 
and  would  be  driven  from  the  streets. 
For  the  sake  of  those  children  whoe* 
deplorable  trade  would  thus  come  to  an 
end  he  opposed  the  Amendment. 

Captaut  PRICE  thought  that  if  they 
did  not  accept  the  Amendment  propoc«iI 
the  result  would  be  very  serious  indeed. 
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especially  in  certain  towDB.  He  repre- 
eeoted  a  large  borough,  where  there 
waa  a  large  gftrrison,  with  many  sol- 
diers and  sailors  ;  and  there  were  many 
girla  of  this  kind  on  the  streets,  many 
of  them  being  very  young  girls.  Now, 
it  was  the  trade  ot  these  very  young 
girla  that  Parliament  wanted  to  put  a 
stop  to  1  but  the  result  of  legislation  of 
this  sort,  without  proper  safeguards, 
woold  greatly  increase  juvenile  prosti- 
tution, because  young  girls  would  not 
only  receive  solicitations  from  men,  but 
would  solicit  themselves,  with  this  kno'w- 
ledge — that  if  they  did  not  receive  the 
presents  they  expected  they  would  al- 
irays  be  able  to  fall  back  upon  extor- 
tion. He  did  not  think  that  any  legis- 
lation of  this  kind  would  destroy  juve- 
nile prostitution  in  their  garrison  towns. 
If  there  was  one  thing  which  would  die- 
courage  juvenile  prostitution  there,  it 
would  be  the  putting  in  force  agaia  of 
the  Contagious  Diseases  Acts.  Those 
Acts  had  a  very  great  effect  in  those 
towna  in  putting  a  stop  to  juvenile 
proatitution ;  but  legislation  of  this  sort 
would  not  do  it. 

Mb.  HOPWOOD  could  not  accept 
the  view  of  his  hon.  and  gallant  I'riend 
(Captain  Price)  as  to  the  benefits  of  the 
Contagious  Diseasea  Acta,  for  he  (Mr. 
Hopwood)  maintained  that  they  had 
done  much  to  debaae  the  people,  and  to 
place  persona  in  jeopardy  from  the 
police. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order! 
Tho  hon.  and  learned  Qentleman  cannot 
discuss  the  Contagious  Dieeaaee  Acts  on 
this  Amendment. 

Me.  hopwood  said,  he  had  no  in- 
tention of  doing  so.  He  was  simply 
answering  the  remark  of  the  previous 
speaker,  who  was  allowed  to  speak  with- 
out interruption .  With  reference  to  the 
observations  which  had  been  made  t 
driving  juvenile  prostitution  oflf 
Btreeta,  he  muat  point  out  that  while 
many  of  these  girls,  who  would  pass 
for  young  women,  were  much  older  than 
they  looked,  nothing  was  more  comi 
than  for  those  who  were  really  young  to 
put  on  the  simulated  appearance  of 
being  older.  There  would  be  the  same 
□umber  in  the  streets  under  this  Bill — 
they  would  only  have  to  disengage  them. 
selves  from  every  remnant  of  innocence, 
and  they  would  tramp  the  streets  just 
aa  freely  and  uninterruptedly  as  before. 
This  would  bo  an  extremely  dangerous 


[JuLV  31,  18B51  AmnSmnt  Bill  778 

He  would  ask  the  Committee 


to  take  the  case  of  a  young  man  who 
had  been  accosted  and  decoyed  and 
carried  off  by  a  prostitute,  and  she 
turned  out  to  bo  under  the  age,  al- 
though she  had  simulated  the  appear- 
ance of  being  over  it.  Were  the  Com- 
mittee  prepared  to  say  that  the  girl  in 
such  a  case  should  have  power  to  give 
the  young  man  up  to  the  poHca,  and 
that  he  should  be  sent  to  gaol,  to  please 

number  of  people  who  had  raised  this 
outcry,  and  who  believed  that  purity 
could  be  evolved  from  legislation  of  this 
sort?  He  (Mr.  Hopwood}  did  not  believe 
anything  of  the  sort. 

Mr.  LYULPH  STANLEY  thought 
that  any  magistrate  before  whom  such 
a  case  came  would  judge  as  to  whether 
the  person  accused  hadreaaonabJecauee 
for  believing  the  girl  to  be  above  tha 
age.  If  she  walked  the  streets  and  re- 
gularly accosted  people,  inducing  them 
to  believe  that  she  waa  above  the  age 
at  which  it  would  be  a  criminal  offence 
to  have  intercourse  with  her,  there 
should  be  no  conviction.  If  that  was 
not  so,  there  ought  to  be  another  clause 
inserted  in  the  Bill,  making  it  criminal 
for  any  girl  under  16  years  of  age  to 
ply  the  trade  of  a  pit-fall. 

Sir  FAREER  HERSCHELL  said, 
nothing  could  be  more  scandalous  and 
terrible  than  the  number  of  Tery  young 
prostitutes  who  were  upon  the  eteeets  ; 
and  anything  that  could  be  done  to  put 
a  stop  to  that  the  Committee  would  be 
most  desirous  of  doing.  He  believed 
that  if  the  present  Amendment  were 
not  accepted,  the  clause  would  do  some- 
thing to  bring  tbia  etate  of  things  to  an 
end.  He  did  not  believe  there  was  any 
real  fear  that  such  cases  as  bad  been 
mentioned  would  happen. 

Amendment  negatived. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  Assn£TON  Cboss)  moved,  in  page  2, 
line  34,  after  the  word  "  years,  to  in- 
sert— 

"  Or  (3.)  Unlawfully  and  carnally  knowB,  or 
uttemptB  to  have  unlawful  carnal  hnoKledge  of, 
any  femalo  idiot,  under  circiimatanoBa  which  do 
not  amount  to  rape,  but  which  prove  that  the 
offender  knew  at  tho  time  of  the  commisaioo  of 
the   offence  tliut  the  woman   oc   girl  was  an 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mb.  ONSLOW  said,  he  was  not  quite 
sure  that  this  Amondment  would  cover 
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the  whole  of  tlie  cases  thnt  on^ht  to  Im 
covered,  'i'here  were  many  women  and 
girls  ttIio  ought  to  bo  protected  who 
were  not  exactly  idiots.  He  thought 
the  words  "or  imbecile"  ought  to  be 
added.  Imbecility  was  not  the  eame  as 
idiotcy.  He  proposed  that  those  words 
be  inserted  in  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  said  pro- 
posed Amendment, 

In  lines  2  and  4,  after  thi>  wnrd  "idiot," 
to   insert    the  worda    "  or   iiobecile."  —  (Jfr. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Hk.  Serjzakt  SIMON  moved  the 
omission  from  the  clause  of  the  following 
Proviso : — 

"  Prorided  thfit  it  ntiull  bo  a  bu Si clenl  de rente 
to  say  charge  uoder  this  eection  if  it  ehnll  be 
nade  to  appear  to  the  court,  juatices,  or.juBtice, 
or  ma^pstriite  be/ore  whom  the  charge  shall  bo 
brought  that  Iho  person  bo  chitrged  had  rensoo- 
abU  eauso  to  believe  that  the  girl  nas  of  or 
above  the  ago  of  fifteen  yeara.  If  any  persnn 
la  charged  before  a  justice  with  anv  crime  under 
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m  pTor-osed,  "That  llie  words 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 


Qiicsti. 
proposed 
Clause." 

SiK  -WILLIAM  HARCOUET  said, 
ho  hoped  the  Committee  wotild  not  part 
with  the  Proviso,  or  otherwise  &  girl  and 
her  father  might  induce  a  man  to  take 
the  girl  into  his  keeping  by  persuading 
him  that  she  was  18  years  of  age,  while 
she  was  in  reality  under  16.  It  was 
quite  possible  that  that  might  be  done. 
Many  girls  of  IG  appeared  to  be  of  the 
age  of  IS.  There  might,  then,  be  a  de- 
liberate plant,  and  a  girl  and  those 
about  her  miglit  take  every  conceivable 
measure  to  induce  a  man  to  believe  that 
ebe  was  18  years  of  age,  and  then,  when 
the  man  had  lived  with  her,  she  might 
turn  round  upon  him  and  say — "  I  took 
you  in  about  my  age.  You  can  be  pro- 
ceeded against  under  this  section  ;  and 
unless  you  pay  me  £500  I  n-ill  do  it." 
It  was  absolutely  necessary,  therefore, 
that  this  protection  should  remain ;  and 
he  hoped  the  Committee  would  keep  it 


Mr.  Serjeant  SIMOX  pointed  out 
that  if  the  Proviso  were  retained  the 
age  of  15  would  have  to  be  altered. 

The  SECBETAEY  op  STATE  {Sir 
R.  AsSHETOK  CaoBs)  said,  the  necessary 
alteration  would  of  course  be  made. 

Mk.  ALBERT  GREY  contended  that 
the  Proviso  ought  to  bo  omitted ;  be- 
cause if  a  man  were  able  to  say  that  he 
believed  the  girl  was  over  the  statutory 
limit,  that  defence  would  be  made  in 
every  case.     He  hoped  the  Committee 

3uld  a^ree  to  strike  out  the  Proviso. 

Mk.  JAMES  STUART  said,  he  should 

have  accepted  the  Proviso  but  for  the 

Q    of    the    hon.    Member    for 

irlhumbcrlnnd  (Mr.  A.  GreyJ. 

thought  they  were 

taking  too  much  paius   to  guard   the 


further   proceedmga  ahall  be 

takeu  against  such  pSTSOu  without  the  consent 
of  the  Attorney  General,  or  by  the  authority  of 
the  Director  of  Pnblic  Proaecutiona,  except  sach 
ae  the  juatiea  may  think  necessary,  by  remand 
or  othenriBe,  to  secure  the  sate  custody  of  such 

He  pointed  out  that  the  object  of  the 
clause  was  to  protect  very  young  girls 
agoinst  corruption,  and  to  preserve  young 
children  from  falling  into  snares  which 
led  to  their  ruin.  It'  any  help  or  assist- 
ance were  given  to  those  who  were  the 
seducers  of  these  youiig  girls,  and  they 
were    thereby  encouraged  in  criminal 

Eractices,  the  object  of  the  aection  would  i  7"' ~  '7-'  "J 
e  entirely  defeated.      In  an  ordinary  |  gn??i."  x", 
oaso  of  rape  there  was    no  provision  j  j,  , 
that  would  exempt  a  man  from  the  cr~    ' 

sequences  of  his  acts,  because  the  per-  I  "ti""  jI'i.^    "    °T-       i.V\ 

^     ..,      ,        ,  '     .,,  J  .,       „'^         man,    Ihey  seemed  to  be  providmc  that 

son  with  whom  he  commitlod  the  offence  I  .^,,„..  „  „■'„„  „ !,„..._:»:„...  


had  tlie  aiipenranco  of  being  above  the 
age.  It  would  be  u  novelty  to  introduco 
into    the  law  the    pruposul    conlainod 


hen  a  man  went  about  vicious 
ei>s  he  should  be  as  free  from  the  lia- 
ilityof  punishment  as  passible.  Tbere- 
I  furu  he  desired  to  see  the  Proviso  struck 


u  the   Provuo.      He  d>o  oLj.clod  jo  |  ^,,,  ,^^__^  ,^^  j,^,,       jj^  ,^^     ,_, 
ft.  p,o„.,on  th.t  Boprcecon™  .hould  |  ^j„,  ,^      „^^^  ^^.       „  „^;^J  „ 
b,  u=a.rtak»  „ll,out  th.  con.e„l  ol ,  ^        .,^  J,„,ii,„tii„  f.^i  it  th.i,  i,i„. 
the  Attorni-y  General:   and    ho   there-    ■;.       _     '.  .    i     i,ij„       ».      ._ 

",       L         J  .L         ■    ■        r.i       tion  was  to  protect  children  of  tender 

for.  beBgod  to  movo  lb"  o».>..on  ot  tho  |  ^      ^^  ,,_„,    1,^  „,^  ^^„  ^^^^  ,^^y  ^^. 

wholo  Prov,.o.  ,  ,»  ^^^^  ,1 »  „„^^^,  ,  ji,,!^,.,   __j^^ 

Amendment    proposed,    in    page    i.  i  meanour,   and  let  the  man    take    hix 
line  3S,  to  leave  out  from  "  Provided  "  i  chance.      For  those  reasons  he  should 
to  the  end  of  the  Clause. — {Mr.  Serjeant  \  support  the  proposal  for  the  o 
6tmm.)  I  the  Proviso. 

Mr.  Otulow 
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Sir  FAEREE  HEESCHELT,  aaid.  he 
thought  that  h on.  Members  and  others 
looked  at  this  Bill  bb  likeljr  only  to 
affect  those  in  their  class  of  life.  But 
he  vould  point  out  that  it  dealt  with 
the  esistiog  social  conditions  and  circum- 
Btaucee  under  n^hich  the  vast  bulk  of 
the  population  were  compelled  to  live, 
and  in  which  it  waa  almost  impossible 
that  immorality  should  not  occur.  Un- 
fortunately, the  people  who  he  referred 
to  herded  together  in  such  a  manner 
that,  unless  human  nature  were  changed, 
th«re  would  always  be  these  cases.  He 
said  they  must  not  look  at  the  question 
aolely  from  the  point  of  view  of  well-to-do 
persons.  This  Bill  did  not  deal  with 
oases  of  prostitution  only  ;  it  dealt  with 
every  other  case  of  this  kind  of  immo- 
rality which  might  take  place  with  per- 
BO.ns  in  whatever  station  of  life  they 
might  be.  Unless  this  safeguard,  which 
the  hon.  Member  for  Hackney  supposed 
was  only  for  the  protection  of  men,  were 
rettuned,  they  would  have  this  clause 
operating  in  the  direction  of  making 
criminals  ot  those  whose  only  criminality 
consisted  in  being  compelled  to  live  in 
the  state  of  society  he  had  described. 

Me.  JAMES  8TUAET  said,  he  must 

Eoint  out  that  the  observations  of  the 
on.  and  learned  Gentleman  who  had 
just  spoken  were,  bo  far  as  his  Amend- 
ment was  concerned,  quite  beside  the 
mark ;  because  the  Proviso  referred  to 
persona  who  were  unable  to  distinguish 
between  the  true  age  of  a  girl  and  the 
age  they  supposed  her  to  be.  But  in 
the  case  of  the  poorer  classes,  living,  as 
the  hon.  and  learned  Oentlemau  had 
said,  herded  together,  it  was  pretty  cer- 
tain that  the  age  of  one  would  be  fairly 
well  known  to  the  other,  and  the  part  of 
the  clause  they  were  now  dealing  with 
would  not  affect  that  class.  The  argu- 
ment of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
was  therefore  rather  against  the  whole 
clause,  which  might  operate  in  the  man- 
ner he  had  suggested,  than  against  this 
particular  Proviso,  which  he  (Mr.  J. 
8tuart)  said  would  operate  in  another 
direction. 

Mn.  WAETON  said,  he  rpgretted 
that  the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  Ge- 
neral was  not  in  hia  place,  because  he 
had  to  refer  to  a  point  of  considerable 
importance.  He  wished  to  call  attention 
to  what  the  law  had  decided  in  relatiou 
to  this  particular  question  of  ago.  There 
bad  been  a  caee  of  abduction,  where  the 
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man  was  fold  by  the  girl  that  ^he  was 
18 ;  the  girl  looked  18,  and  yet  the  man 
was  convicted  under  the  Abduction 
Clause  of  the  Act  of  1881.  The  very 
argument  was  used  that  there  was  rea- 
son to  believe  that  the  girl  was  18,  and 
the  Judges  ruled  that,  no  matter  whether 
the  girl  looked  16,  or  said  she  was  18 
years  of  age,  she  was  not  so  ;  and  the 
man  was  convicted  under  the  clause. 
The  Committee  had  before  them  a  clause 
corresponding  to  the  Abduction  Clause 
of  the  Act  of  IB81,  and  be  wanted  to 
hear  from  the  Home  Secretary  whether 
it  was  intended  to  apply  the  same  prin- 
ciple to  this  case  where  the  age  waa  16 
years. 

Question  put,  and  negatntd. 

Mr.  ALBERT  GREY:   I  distinctly 
challenged  the  decision  of  the  Chair- 
Ma.  JAMES  STUART:  I  also  chal- 
lenged it  as  loudly  as  I  could. 

TuE  OHAIRhlAN:  I  can  only  say 
that  the  challenges  of  the  hon.  Members 
did  not  reach  my  ears. 

Amendment  proposed, 

Id  ps)^  2,  line  3S,  after  the  word  "  under," 
to  insert  the  words  "  aub-sectioD  one  of." — (Sir 
a.  Auhiton  Cna.) 

Amendment  proposed, 
In  page  2,  lin*  40,  after  the  word  "  msgia- 
trate,     to  innart  the  words  "  or  jury."— (Jfr. 

HoplBBod.) 

Question  proposed,  "Thatthoseworde 
be  there  inserted," 

Ma.  COUETNEY  said,  he  should  like 
to  know  exactly  what  the  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Stock- 
port (Mr.  Hopwood)  meant.  According 
to  the  clause  the  Court  was  to  have  a 
veto.  Was  it  iutended  '*  that  the  jury 
should  have  "  a  veto  also? 

The  SECRETARY  oy  STATE  (Sir 
It.  AasHEToN  Cross)  :  Y'es.  Wa  agree 
to  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  agrttd  to. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  pn^e  2,  lioe  i2,  to  leave  out  the  word 
"fifteen"  and  inaert  the  nord  "uxteen." — 
{Mr.  Sei-jtanI  Siinan.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  'fifteen' 
stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

Ma.  ALBERT  GREY :  I  propose  to 
move  that  "  fifteen "  be  omitted,  and 
"eighteen"  substituted.         ^ 

I .,  Cookie 
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The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Member 
cannot  mope  that  Amendment  now.  AH 
the  hon.  Member  can  do  is  to  support 
the  Amendment  to  leave  out  "  fifteen." 

Question  put,  and  negalioed. 

The  chairman  ;  The  hon.  Member 
for  South  Northumberland  (Mr.  A. 
Grey)  can  now  move  Lis  Amendment  to 
inaert  "eighteen." 

Mb.  albert  GREi^  said,  his  object 
'was  to  make  it  imposBible  for  a  man 
charged  under  this  clause  to  come  before 
the  Court  and  say  that  he  believed  the 
girl  was  over  the  age  mentioned.  If 
they  were  to  allow  him  to  do  that  it 
seemed  to  him  that  they  might  as  well 
give  up  the  Bill  altogether.  But  if  they 
were  to  have  anything  of  the  kind  he 
proposed  that  the  man  should  be  able 
to  come  forward  and  say  that  he  believed 
the  girl  was  18  years  of  age. 

Amendment  proposed, 
Ic  page  3,  line  -12,  after  tbo  woi'd  "  of,"  to 
intert    the   word   "  eightesn."  —  (ifr.    Albert 
Gets.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  eighteen  '  be  there  inserted." 

Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  said, 
he  did  not  wish  hie  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  South  Northumberland  to 
be  under  the  impression  that  the  Proviso 
neutralized  the  clause.  His  hon.  Friend 
had  spoken  of  it  as  if  a  man  could  come 
forward  and  say,  "I  believe  so  i 
and  that  there  would  then  be  en  end 
of  the  case.  But  there  would 
be  something  shown  far  stronger  than 
that. 

Mr.  JAMES  STUART  asked  if  the 
words  "  Bay  reasonable  cauae"  meant 
that  the  girl  said  that  she  was  of 
above  the  age  mentioned  ? 

Ameodmont  negalired. 

Question,  "That  the  word  'sixteen' 
be  inserted,"  put,  and  agritd  to. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Sir 
E.  AssHETON  Cuoss)  said,  as  many  ob- 
jections had  been  made  to  the  first 
paragraph  on  page  3  of  the  Bill,  he 
proposed  to  leave  oiit  the  whole  of  it 
and  insert  other  words. 

BiE  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  thought 
it  would  behest  to  have  tho  VesatJous 
Indictment  Clause  applicable  to  tbi; 
whole  Act,  which  provided  that  a  prose- 
cutor should  be  bound  over  to  prose- 
cute. 


Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  3,  liao  1, to  leave  out  from  "if'to 
the  word  "  parson  "  in  lino  6,  inclusive. —  (£ir 
S.  Aaiheton  Craa.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AssHETOif  Cross)  said,  he  had  no 
objection  to  make  the  Vexatious  Indict- 
ment Clauses  apply  to  the  whole  Bill. 

Amendment  proposed. 
In  page  3,  line  1,  to  insert — "  Evcrv  miede- 
Banour  under  this  section  shall  in  ^iDglaod 
snd  Ireland,  be  deemed  to  te  nn  offence  within 
and  subject  to  Ibe  provisions  of  the  Act  of 
the  Session  of  Ibe  twenty -second  and  twenty- 
third  years  of  tho  reign  of  Her  present  Ma- 
jesty, chapter  sevcntoeD,  intituled  an  '  Act  to 

. -'-  s  indictments  for  certain  mis- 

■{Sir  Jt.  AiiMon  CVoh,  ) 


Ma.  SAMUEL  SMITH  said,  he 
should  like  tho  right  hon.  Qentlemaa 
the  Home  Secretary,  in  a  few  words,  to 
explain  the  operation  of  the  Vexatious 
Indictment  Act. 

Amendment  agrwd  to. 

Mil.  STANSFELD  said,  he  was  about 
to  move  a  Proviso  which  he  had  taken 
from  the  Act  of  the  Home  Secretary — 
the  Dangerous  Employments  Act — and 
which  was  strictly  apphcable  to  this 
Bill.  It  would  be  preposterous  to  re- 
quire, in  any  such  case  as  was  contem- 
plated by  the  clause,  absolute  proof  of 
the  age  of  a  child  apparently  13,  14,  or 
16  years  old.  He  therefore  proposed 
that  where,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Court, 
the  girl  was  apparently  under  the  aga 
mentioned,  it  should  lie  with  the  person 
charged  to  prove  that  she  was  over  that 
age. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  pngo  3,  lino  *2,  after  tho  word  "  ya«w," 
to  insert — "  Provided  alio.  That  where,  in  Ui« 
judgment  of  such  court,  justices,  or  justice. 
magistrate,  the  girt  is  apparently  under  tho 
age  of  sixteen  years,  it  shall  lie  on  the  pcnon 
charged  to  prove  that  she  is  of  or  over  that 
nge."— (,Wr.  Stan^f.ld.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  ,Sir 
Rici[AKD  Wfu^rEB)  said,  the  Govern- 
ment could  not  assent  to  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  rif{ht  hon.  Member. 

Mr.  WARTON  porntt-d  out  to  the 
right  hon.  Alember  for  Halifax  that  an 
several  alterations  had  been  mads  io  the 

I   CocHi^lc 
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clause,  among  others  the  addition  of  th« 
word  "  jurj,"  his  Amendment  could  not 
possibly  be  added  in  its  present  form. 

Amendment  ntgalived. 

Olause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  6  (Householder,  &c.  penuittiBg 
defilement  of  girl  under  fifteen  on  his 
premises  guilty  of  misdemsauour). 

Oaptaim    PEICE    said,    ho    had    an 

Amendment  to  move  to  this  clause,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  make  the  ofTender 
liable  to  punishment  for  the  graver 
offence,  in  the  same  manner  as  they  had 
made  the  offender  under  the  2nd  clause 
liable  for  the  lesser  ofi'ence.  He  hoped 
his  Amendment  would  commend  itself 
to  the  tight  hon.  Oentleman  the  Home 
Secretary  and  the  Committee. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  3,  lice  9,  after  the  word  "  thereof," 
to  insert  the  words  "induces  or  knovingly 
soffera  any  girl  under  the  age  of  thirteen  yeara 
to  resort  to  or  he  in  or  upon  auch  premissB  for 
the  purposes  of  heing'  unlawfully  snd  oarnslly 
hnowD  by  any  man,  whether  each  carnal  know- 
ledge is  intended  to  be  with  any  particular  man 
or  generally,  shall  ba  guOty  of  felony,  and. 
being  convicted  thereof,  Bhall  be  liable,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  court,  to  he  kept  in  penal  Ser- 
vitude for  life,  or  for  any  term  not  less  than  five 
yeara,  or  to  be  imprisoned  for  any  term  not  ei' 
ceeding  two  years,  with  or  without  hard  labour, 
anil  any  such  person  who." — {Caplain  Price.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mb.  COUETNET  said,  he  was  not 
anre  that  the  words  at  the  end  of  the 
Amendment,  "any  such  person  who," 
were  not  wrong.  It  would  seem  that 
they  referred  to  any  person  who  did 
one  thing  at  one  time  and  another  at 
another  time. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  suggested  that  tho 
words  "  owner  or  occupier  "  should  be 
inserted. 

SiK  WILLIAM  HAECOURT  thought 
that  those  words  would  meet  the  difii- 
cnlty. 

TirE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  {Sir. 
Richard  AVbbster)  said,  the  clause 
would  run  thus — "  Any  person  who  " — 
then  would  come  in  the  first  sub-section 
proposed  by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber, and  it  would  follow — 

"  ^ndany  such  person  who  induces  or  know- 
ingly Buffers  any  girl  under  the  age  of  fifteen 
years  to  resort  to  or  be  in  cr  upon  such  premisee 
for  the  purpose  of  beiug  nnlawfiiUy  and  car- 
nally known  by  any  nuiu,  whether  such  carnal 
koowlcdgu  is  intended  to  be  with  any  particultir 
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<T  generally,  shall  bo  guilty  of  a  misde- 


and  so  on. 

Mr.  COURTNEY :  It  would  be  de- 
sirable to  amend  the  Amendment  by 
leaving  out  the  words  "and  any  such 
person  who." 

Question,  "That  those  words  stand 
part  of  the  proposed  Amendment,"  put, 

and  negatived. 

Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Me.  LABOUCHERE  aaid,  he  had 
now  to  move  to  leave  out  in  page  3, 
line  10,  the  word  "fifteen,"  in  order  to 
insert  "eighteen."  Prostitution  would 
always  exist ;  but  he  did  not  see  why 
they  should  not  punish  a  man  who  har- 
boured them  over  2 1  years  of  age.  Why 
limit  it  tol6?  They  were  not  protecting 
young  girls,  but  young  women — infants 
at  law.  Girls  just  under  21  had  the 
same  right  to  be  under  the  oare  and 
guardianship  of  the  State  as  girls  of  16; 
and  he,  therefore,  thought  it  undesirable 
that  they  should  be  able  to  live  in  a 
house  with  the  consent  of  the  proprietor 
or  be  prostitutes  in  the  streets. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
10,  to  leave  out  tho  word  "fifteen,"  and 
insert  the  word  "twenty-one."  —  (^r. 
Za&ouchtre.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  fifteen '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

Mr.  HOPWOOD  said,  he  could  not 
think  that  the  hon.  Member  was  serious 
in  making  this  Amendment— in  fact,  he 
did  not  think  the  hon.  Gentleman's  ac- 
tion altogether  with  regard  to  this  Bill 
was  serious.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the 
hon.  Member  was  anxious,  in  this  singu- 
lar way,  to  show  the  Committee  the  ab- 
surdity of  the  whole  of  the  Bill,  and  in 
that  view  he  {Mr.  Hopwood)  sympa- 
thized with  him.  This,  however,  was  a 
serious  matter.  They  were  dealing  with 
a  friendless  class.  Surely  hon.  Members 
did  not  desire  that  those  girls  should 
have  no  place  to  abide  in — that  they 
should  have  nowhere  but  the  workhouse 
or  the  streets  to  go  to,  unless  it  were 
some  hole  or  den  where  someone  more 
charitable  than  that  House  would  let 
them  rest  for  the  night,  and  let  them  rot 
in  their  dibeases.  Were  they  going  to 
say  that  in  tlie  case  of  a  girl  above  the 
age  of  16  who  was  already  a  prostitute 
no  man  or  woman  should  shelter  her? 


C~.ooglc 


I  "No,  no!"]     Yes!     He  n-oiild  read 
the  words — 

"  Induces  or  kDowinglj'  sufFcra  any  girl  under 
tbe  age  of  aiitcco  years  to  roaort  to  or  bo  in  or 
upon  such  premiBes  foe  tho  purposo  of  being 
unln-sfuUy  and  ca.rnally  Itnown  by  any  man, 
whether  such  carnal  linowledgo  is  intendad  to 
be  with  imy  particular  man  or  generally.  «hflll 
be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanour,"  &c. 
Wiere  were  those  girle  to  go?  Would  the 
hon.Membortakothem  into  his  bouse,  or 
vould  any  other  charitable  person  find 
8omo  place  of  refuge  for  them  ?  Why 
not  take  to  flogging  them  out  of  society 
at  once,  aa  was  formerly  done? — let  hoD. 
Members  assert  their  sanctimoniousness 
to  the  full.  Ho  could  not  understand 
what  had  come  over  the  House  of  Com- 
mons that  it  should  insist  upon  such 
hard  provisions  as  these.  They  would 
not  get  these  people  into  the  Courts- 
it  would  be  a  question  of  hiding,  and 
they  would  have  to  proy  more  on  the 
public  to  get  a  safe  resting  place. 

SiK  WILLIAM  HARCOUET  said. 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Northampton  (Mr,  Labouchere)  did  not 
understand  the  purpose  of  the  clause. 
It  was  not  intended  to  operate  against 
prostitution  in  women  of  adult  age;  but 
it  was  intended  to  interfere  with  persons 
who  procured  and  got  to  these  houses 
girls  of  the  class,  immoral  relatione  with 
whom  had  been  made  penal  in  a  pre- 
vious clause.  It  had  been  made  a  felony 
for  a  man  to  have  to  do  with  a  girl  under 
13  years  of  age,  and  a  misdemeanour 
for  a  man  to  have  to  do  with  a  girl 
under  16  years  of  age.  As  a  comple- 
ment to  that  they  must  deal  with  those 
persons  who  kept  these  young  girls  for 
purposes  of  prostitution. 

Mr.LABOUCHEHE  said,  he  did  not 
wish  to  make  the  profession  of  saintli- 
ness  that  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
(Mr.  Hopwood)  spoke  of.  His  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  did  not  understand  the 
Bill.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
was  so  indignant  with  the  Bill  that  ho 
op[>08ed  every  clause  in  it,  whether  right 
or  wrong.  He  asked  whether  they  in- 
tended to  let  girls  under  16  years  of  age 
who  were  living  immoral  lives  d'm  in  the 
fitter?  The  hon.  and  learaed  Gentle- 
man said  the  object  of  the  clause  was  to 
prevent  anyone  from  giving  those  girls 
shelter  whilst  they  wero  pursuing  or 
continuing  the  profession  of  prostitution. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  tne  Member 
for  Derby  (Sir  William  Harcourt)  had 
suggested  why  he  (Mr.  Lahou^here) 
Mr.  Sopuood 
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should  not  press  his  Amendraent;  and  as 
the  Committee  would,  no  doubt,  agroe 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  be  would 
not  go  on  with  the  proposal. 

T)[E  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Ricii.vRD  Webster)  said,  he  hoped  the 
Committee  would  allow  the  Amendment 
to  be  withdrawn,  so  that  he  might  move 
to  add  after  the  word  "girl,"  "being 
of  or  above  the  ageof  thirteen  years  and 
under  tbe  ago  of  sixteen." 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdraan. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  3,  lino  10,  after  the  word  "  girl,"  to 
insort  the  words  "  being  of  or  above  the  age  of 
thirteen  j-oars  and." — {Tht  Atlamty  Gtiteral.) 

Amendment  agrttd  to. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  3,  lines  10  and  11,  to  leave  oat  tbr 
word  "fifteen,"  andinsart  the  word  "siiteon." 
—{The  Attanay  Otntial.) 

Amendment  egrtei  to. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOrETsaid,  bo 

desired  to  move  the  following  Proviso  to 
this  clause  : — 

"  Provided  that  it  shall  be  a  sufficient  defence 
to  any  churgo  uudct  this  section  if  it  aha!]  be 
made  to  appear  to  the  court  or  jury  before 
whom  the  charge  shall  he  brought,  that  the 
person  aa  charged  had  reosoo.ible  catue  to 
believe  that  the  girl  was  of  or  above  the  age  of 

If  this  wore  the  proper  place  for  tbe 
insertion  be  would  move  it— a  similar 
Proviso  to  that  at  tbe  end  of  Ctauso  5. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  rose  to  Order.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dowsbury 
(Mr.  iSerjeant  >Simon)  wished  to  move  an 
Amendment  which  would  come  before 
that.  It  was  in  line  14,  after  "gene- 
rally," to  insert — 

"  Ur  shall  detain  the  clothes  or  other  pro- 
perty of  such  girl,  or  use  any  threat  with  in- 
tent to  compel,  or  induce  her  to  remaia  io  and 
upon  Buch  premises." 

This  was  to  moot  the  caso  nbore  a  girl 
wuut  to  a  bouse  and  the  people  kept  tier 
and  fad  her  and  refused  to  let  her  go, 
detaining  bir  clothes  or  using  threat* to 
prevent  hi;r  leaving. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
llicnABD  Webster)  said,  be  sboold  ac- 
cept the  Amendment. 

Mb.  COUETXICY  said,  that,  however 
desirable  those  words  might  be,  be  was 
a&aid  they  could  not  poaaibly  come  in 
here. 

Mr.  EDWARD  CLARKE  said,  thos9 
words  were  entirely  irrelerant  tw  tha 
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purposp  of  the  tOaiiPc  The  clause 
made  it  an  offence  to  lut  a  girl  be  on 
the  premtEes  at  all. 

The  ATTOENET  GENERAL  (Sir 
EicHARD  AVebhter)  aaid,  he  had  aeaentcd 
too  readily  to  the  Ainonilment. 

Mr.  Serjeant  SIMON  said,  ho  quite 
saw  the  point  raised  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Membei-  (Mr.  Clarke).  He 
would  not  propose  tlie  Amendment  here 
— it  vould  come  in  in  another  place. 

Sir  AVTLLIAM  HAECOUET  said, 
ho  would  more  the  Ameodment  on  the 
Paper  in  the  name  of  the  lion.  Qentleman 
the  Member  for  Northampton  (Mr.  La- 
bouchere),  only  for  "twenty-one"  he 
'would  Bubetitute  "sixteen," 

Amendment  proposed, 

Tn  page  3,  after  line  17,  to  insort — "  Pro- 
viJed,  That  it  nhall  be  a  sufGcieot  defence  to 
anjr  diarge  under  this  section  if  it  shall  lie  made 
to  appear  to  tho  court  or  jury  before  whom  the 
charge  shall  bo  broacht,  that  the  peraoD  ao 
charged  had  reaionabls  cause  to  believe  that 
the  girl  was  of  or  above  the  age  of  sixteen." — 
{Sir  Williaia  Ilartwrl.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment, 

After  the  word  "under,"  to  iniart  the 
words  "tho  Bocond  aab-scclion  of." — (Jfr. 
Cmainty.) 

QuestioD,  "  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Colonel  KING-H.UtMAN  said,  he 
did  not  think  that  the  Proviso  applied 
with  equal  force  to  this  clause  as  to 
Clause  5.  Clause  5  contemplated  the 
case  of  a  man  who  met  a  girt  and  might 
hare  no  proper  means  of  observiug 
what  her  age  was;  but  Clause  6  con- 
templated the  ofifdnce  of  the  procuress. 
He  thought  the  procuress  should  be  re- 
quired to  take  every  moans  to  ascertain 
what  the  ago  of  the  (lirl  was. 

yiB  WILLIAM  HAECOUET  said, 
that  in  the  case  lie  had  put  to  the  Com- 
mittee the  relatives  were  supposed  to 
desire  the  prostitution  of  the  girl,  and 
would  induce  the  womati  keeping  the 
bouse  to  believo  that  the  girl  was  above 
the  age  of  16.  The  relatives  might  in- 
duce a  woman  to  receive  the  girl  into 
her  bouse,  and  then  turn  round  on  her 
afterwards  and  charge  her  with  ba^'i^g 
broken  the  law.  The  meaning  would 
be  the  same  in  the  present  olauae. 

Amendment,  as  amended,  agrttd  to. 


The  SECEETAEY  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AssiiETO^'  Cross)  said,  he  wished  to 
move  the  omission  of  the  following 
words  from  the  clause ; — 

"  A  justice  of  the  peace,  if  satisfied  by  in- 
formation made  before  him  on  oath  by  any 
parent,  relatlTP,  or  guardian  of  any  such  girl, 
or  any  other  person  who  in  the  opinion  of  the 
justice  is  bona  Sde  acting  in  the  interest  of  any 
such  girl,  that  there  is  reasonable  cause  to 
suspect  Hny  offence  under  this  section  to  have 
been  committed  in  or  upon  any  premises  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  such  justic*,  may  grant  a 
warrant  under  his  hand  authorising  a  super- 
intendent or  inspector  of  police,  or  other  officer 
of  police  of  equal  or  superior  rank,  to  enter, 

if  need  be  by  force,  and  make  search  in  or 
upon  such  premiaeg  and  every  port  thereof, 
with  a  view  to  the  discovery  of  any  ofTenco 
under  this  section;  and  any  such  superintendent, 
inspector,  or  other  officer  so  autnorioed,  may 
apprehend  and  bring  before  two  justices,  or  a 
police  or  stipendiary  magistrate,  any  person 
guilty  of  an  ofTccce  under  this  Act  whom  he 
may  find  upon  such  premises,  and  also  any  girl 
in  respect  of  whom  such  offence  is  chained ; 
and  if  the  justices  or  magistrate  so  thick  Bi, 
they  or  he  may  bind  over  any  such  girt  to 
appear  as  a  witness  on  the  trial  of  any  such 
person." 

He  desired  to  omit  those  words  in  order 
later  on  to  move  the  insertion  of  tho 
following  Amendment : — 

"It  it  appears  to  any  justice  of  the  peaca, 
on  information  made  before  him  on  oath  by  any 
parent,  relative,  or  guardian  of  any  woman  or 
girl,  that  there  is  reasonable  cans*  to  suspect 
Uiat  such  woman  or  girl  is  unlawfully  dotained 
for  immoral  purpoaca  by  003-  pereoQ  in  any 
place  within  the  juriadiction  of  such  justice, 
such  justice  may  issue  a  warrant  suthorisino; 
any  person  named  therein  to  search  for,  and. 
when  found,  to  take  to  and  detain  in  a  ptece  of 
safety  such  woman  or  girl  until  she  can  be 
brought  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  ;  and  the 
justice  of  the  peace,  before  whom  such  woman 
or  girl  is  brought,  may  cause  her  to  be  deli- 
vered up  to  her  pareniB  or  guardians,  or  other- 
wise dealt  with  as  circumstances  may  riquire. 

"The  justice  of  tho  peace  issuing  such  war- 
rant may,  by  the  same  or  any  oUier  warrant, 
cause  any  person  accused  of  so  unlawfully  de- 
taining such  woman  or  girl  to  he  apprehended 
and  brought  bclore  u.  juBtice,  and  proceedingii 
to  bo  taken  for  punishing  such  person  accord- 


fully  and  csroally  known  by  any  man,  whether 
any  particular  man  or  genetullr  ;  and — 

(a.)    Either   is  under   the  ago  of  uitecn 

(b.)  It  of  or  over  the  aco  of  aiitecn.  and 
under  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  is  so 
detained  against  her  will,  or  against  the 
will  of  her  father  or  mother  or  of  any 
other  person  baring  tho  lawful  care  or 
charge  of  her ;  or  ■ 
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Aoy  persOD  authorised  \>y  trarraQt  und?r  this 
Bection  to  search  for  any  woman  or  girt  so 
detained  ra  aforesaid  may  ector  (if  need  be  by 
force)  any  house,  building;,  or  other  place  speci- 
fied in  saati  varrant,  and  may  remove  such 
woman  or  girl  tharefrora." 
His  object  wae  to  alter  the  Search 
Clause  io  the  Bill.  The  effect  would  he 
to  enable  a  parent  or  guardian  who 
thought  that  a  girl  was  detained  ia  a 
house  for  an  immoral  purpose  to  obtain 
A  magistrate's  warrant  in  order  to  get 
her  out — not  so  much  for  the  purpose  of 
punishing  those  who  detained  her  as  for 
the  purpone  of  getting  her  back.  He 
woufd  move  the  Amendment  proformd. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  3,  line  IS,  to  leave  out  from  "a 
justice,"  to  "persona,"  in  line  36. — (Sir  R. 
Auhttan  CVoji.) 

Question  propoHed,  "  That  tha  words 

groposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
lause." 

Mr.  HOPWOOD  said,  he  should  not. 
of  Dourae,  take  any  speciSc  objection  to 
the  Amendment  proposed  bj  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  He  merelj  wished  to 
point  out  that  under  the  osisting  law, 
notwithstanding  the  incorrect  statements 
made  out-of-doors,  the  magistrates  had 
ample  power,  in  the  oase  of  a  girl  of  14, 
to  send  to  a  house  and  have  the  door 
broken  open,  if  necessary,  to  have  euch 
girl  rescued  on  the  ground  that  a  felony 
had  been  committed.  And  when  a  mis- 
demeanour had  been  committed  in  the 
seductionfrom  her homeofagirl  between 
19  and  16,  the  magistrates  would  have 
ample  jurisdiction  and  could  issue  a  war- 
rant at  present.  In  all  these  cases,  in 
spite  of  the  great  dr^al  that  bad  been  said, 
his  contention  was  that  the  present  law 
was  amply  sufficient.  Though  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary 
might  have  no  choice  hut  to  yield  to 
the  popular  cry,  yet  he  thought  they 
were  putting  on  the  Statute  Book  a  heap 
of  matter  that  they  could  do  very  well 
without. 

Mb.  JAMES  8TUAET  said,  he  had 
Amendments  to  move  to  the  woVds  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Secro' 
tary  proposed  to  insert. 

The  CHAIRMAN;    Those  Amend. 

mente  will  be  considered  when  we  com< 

to  deal  with  the  Search  Clause.     The 

Question  before  the  Committee  is, ' '  That 

Sir  R.  AtiheioH  Crott 


the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand 
part  of  the  Clause." 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  he  wished  ta 
point  out  that  the  words  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  pro2}osed  to  insert  had  do 
reference  to  the  clause  the  Committee 
wero  discussing.  No  doubt  they  could 
be  moved  as  a  new  clause  ;  but  they  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  clause  before  the 
Committee.  This  proposition  abont 
searching  for  girls  under  the  age  of  16, 
or  over  the  age  of  16  and  under  the  age 
of  18,  or  above  the  age  of  18,  hod  no 
reference  to  Clause  ti  as  drawn.  It 
was  matter  for  a  new  clause— very 
proper  matter. 

The  SECHETART  of  STATE  (Sir 
E.  AssHETotf  Cross):  I  am  willing  to 
bring  it  up  as  a  new  clause.  I  put  it 
down  as  an  Amendment  in  order  that 
tbe  two  proposals  might  be  read  and 
compared  together.  I  am  willing  to 
separate  the  clauses,  or  to  bring  my  pro- 
posal up  as  a  new  clause. 

Mr.  WHITBEEAD  said,  that  under 
tbe  clause  if  a  search  were  made  for  one 
girl,  and  she  was  not  found  on  the  pre- 
mises, but  another  girl  were  found,  that 
would  be  an  offence  under  the  clause, 
and  she  could  he  brought  up  together 
with  the  peraons  who  had  detained  her. 
Under  tbe  proposed  Amendment  only 
the  one  girl  for  whose  search  the  war- 
rant was  issued  could  be  brought  up. 
At  any  rate,  that  was  how  it  appeared 
to  him. 

TiiE  CHAIRMAN  :  The  Question  if, 
' '  That  the  words  proposed  to  bo  left  out 
stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

Me.  LYITLPH  STANLEY:  I  under- 
Stood  the  Home  Secretary  to  say  that  be 
proposed  to  bring  up  bis  Amendment  in 
the  form  of  a  new  clause. 

The  CHAIRMAN;  Yes;  but  I  think 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  still  adheres 
to  his  proposal  to  leave  out  these  words. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Sir 
E.  AssHETOK  Cross)  :  The  following 
words,  according  to  tbe  understanding 
arrived  at,  should  also  be  omitted  :— 

"  E»erj'  miademoanor  under  this  aection  slsll 
fn  Bngland  and  Ireland  be  deemed  to  be  an 
offence  within  and  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Act  of  the  aeBsioo  of  the  twenty-second  and 
twenty.third  years  of  the  reign  of  Her  present 
Majesty,  chapter  seventeen,  intituled 'An  Act 
to  prevent  vexatious  indictmenta  for  certain 
misdemeanors." 

I  think  we  had  better  strike  out  all  these. 
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Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  to 
leave  out  from  the  word  " Every, "in 
linw  37,  to  the  word  "  iniademeanourB," 
in  line  41.— {Sir  £.  Aishelon  Crou.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agrui  to. 

Clause  7  (Abduction  of  girl  under 
eighteen  with  intent  to  have  carnal 
knowledge)  agreed  to. 

Clause  8  (Power,  on  indictment  for 
rape,  to  convict  of  indecent  assault). 

The  UNPER  SECfiETAEY  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Stoabt-Woktlet)  moved, 
in  pursuance  of  the  arrangement  which 
had  been  arrived  at,  to  insert  after 
.  "guilty,"  in  line  II,  the  words  "of  a 
misdemeaaour  under  this  Act  or." 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page*,  line  11,  after  the  word " guilty," 
to  inwrt  the  word!  "  of  a  raiBdemeanaar  under 
tbijAct  or."— (Jfr.  Stuart- WortUy .) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  9  (Amendment  of  2  &  3  Vict., 
c.  47,  s.  54,  and  10  &  U  Tiot.,  c.  89, 
a.  28). 

The  SECBETAHT  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AsBHin'ON  Cboss)  said,  it  would,  per- 
hapa,  be  well  that  he  should  make  a 
statement  as  to  the  feelings  of  the  Qo- 
Temment  in  regard  to  this  clause.  This 
clause  certainly  went  into  very  thorny 
questions.  The  object  of  the  Bill  was 
to  protect  young  girls ;  and  although  he 
quite  admitted  that  the  law  was  not  in 
a  satisfactory  state  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, be  was  convinced  it  would  take  a 
very  long  time  to  argue  the  points  raised 
by  this  dause.  Ho  therefore  hoped  the 
Committee,  without  argument  or  a  word 
at  all,  would  allow  him  ta  strike  the 
clause  out  of  the  Bill.  He  proposed  to 
raise  the  question  by  moving  to  leave 
oat  the  words  "suh-section  eleven." 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  4,  line 
19,  to  leave  out  the  words  "suD-eection 
eleven." — (5»r  H.  Auhston  Croet.) 

Amendmant  agreed  to. 

Thf.  8ECEETAET  of  STATE  [Sir 
K.  AssHETON  Citofls)  said,  be  would  now 
move  to  omit  the  rent  of  the  clause. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  4,  line 
19,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  "  of"  to 
the  end  of  the  Clause.— (Sir  Jt.Auheton 
Crott.) 


Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  10  (Power  to  exclude  women, 
Ac.) 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  "WEBaTEtt)  said,  he  might  be 
allowed  to  make  a  statement  in  reference 
to  this  clause  similar  to  that  the  Home 
Secretary  bad  made  upon  the  preceding 
clause.  By  this  clause  also  they  entered 
upon  difficult  matter,  and  even  upon 
something  foreign  to  the  Bill.  The  law 
as  it  at  present  stood  gave  powers  suffi* 
cient  to  meet  the  ends  of  justice  ;  and, 
therefore,  ho  begged  to  move  that  the 
clause  be  struck  out  of  the  Bill. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Clause  ilruck  out. 

Clause  11  (Prohibition  of  exclusion 
from  trial,  &c.  of  persons  interested) 
ttruek  out. 

Pakt  II. 
Suppreetion  of  Brothek. 

Clause  12  (Summary  proceedings 
against  brothel  keeper,  &c.) 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  moved  to  insert 
the  word  "  lessor  "  after  "  lessee."  He 
did  not  see  why  the  lessor  of  the  house 
should  not  be  liable  to  penalty  as  well 
as  the  lessee.  He  believed  that  on  the 
property  of  the  Beau  of  Christchnrcb 
there  were  more  brothels  than  on  any 
other  property  in  London.  The  lessor 
should  take  care  to  whom  he  let  his 
houses,  and  not  allow  them  to  be  used 
as  brothels. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  5,  line 
27,  after  the  word  "  lessee,"  to  insert  the 
word  "lessor."— (3/r.  Lahouehre.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  lessor  '  be  there  inserted." 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
RicuARD  Webster)  said,  he  did  not 
quite  understand  what  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man meant.  Lessor  might  mean  the 
ground  landlord,  who  might  have  no 
control  over  the  property.  The  person 
at  whom  they  wished  to  get  by  this 
clause  was  the  occupier  of  uis  bouse^ 
that  was  to  say,  the  person  really  in  oc- 
cupation. It  would  be  dangerous  to  put 
in  the  word  "lessor"  unless  there  was 
something  to  indicate  the  class  of  lessor 
they  meant. 

Mh.  gray  said,  he  thought  the  opi- 
nion of  the  Committee  ought  to  be  takr~ 
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on  this  claufie  in  its  entirety,  and  not 
upon  the  addition  of  tijo  word  "  lessor." 
The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Northampton  (Mr.  Ijabouchere)  must  be 
prettj  certain  that  his  Amendment  would 
not  bo  accepted.  Would  itnot  be  better, 
therefore,  to  take  a  discassioa  upon  the 
clause  OS  a  whole  ?  He  (Mr.  Gray)  had 
not  hitherto  taken  any  part  in  tbia  dis- 
CDSsion,  though  he  had  watched  it  closely, 
and  was  prepared  to  state  his  objections 
to  the  clause. 

Mk.  LABOUCHEBE  asked  the  At- 
torney General  if  he  would  be  prepared 
on  Beport  to  introduce  some  words 
whioh  would  define  the  quality  of  this 
clause  ? 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
EiCHABD  Wkbstek)  said,  he  wonld  con- 
sider the  matter ;  but  he  was  bound  to 
say  now  that  it  seemed  an  exceeding;ly 
difficult  thio^  to  go  further  than  the 
tenant,  lessee,  or  occupier  of  the  pre- 
mises. He  would  like  to  meet  the  case 
of  any  lessor  who  really  had  control  of 
the  premises,  and  he  had  no  objection 
to  try  to  do  so.  He  was  sure,  howoTer, 
it  would  be  a  very  difficult  task. 

Me.  LYULPH  STANLEY  said,  he 
thought  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton (Mr.  LaboQchere)  had  a  litttle 
prejudiced  his  Amendment  by  the  play- 
ful allusion  he  made  to  the  Deans 
and  Chapters.  There  were  lessors  who 
had  practical  control  of  property,  and 
it  was  those  people  who  ought  to  be 
got  at. 

Mk.  LABOUCHEEE:  Do  I  under- 
stand the  Attorney  General  will  try  to 
do  something  in  the  matter  P 

Tub  ATTORNEY  GENERAL   (Sir 

RiOHAKD  WeBSTEb)  ;    YoB. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Ma.  LABOUCHEEE  proposed  to 
omit  from  lines  32  and  33  the  words 
"  or  in  the  discretion  of  the  Conrt,"  and 
to  insert  the  word  "and."  ThisAmend- 
ment  was  intended  to  deprive  the  mn- 
gistrate  or  the  Judge  of  the  option  of 
fining  or  imprisoning.  Hon.  Members 
knew  perfectly  well  what  happened 
where  there  was  the  option  to  fine  or 
imprison.  Rich  porsons  were  very  fre- 
quently fined,  and  the  fine  really  meant 
nothing  to  them.  It  seemed  that  a  per- 
son who  offended  in  this  way  ought  to 
be  imprisoned,  and  therefore  he  moved 
that  the  magistrate  or  Judge  should 
have  no  option. 
3fr.  Grntj 


Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  5,  lines  32  sod  ,13,  to  leitv*  out  the 
worda  "  or  io  the  discretion  of  the  Court,' '  and 
insert  the  irord  "and." — (Mr.  LalKiucli4n.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  bo  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
BicuAKD  Webster)  said,  he  had  under- 
taken a  few  moments  ago  to  see  if  he 
could  find  words  to  include  the  lessor  of 
the  premises.  Now,  if  they  increased 
the  liability  the  magistrate  ought  to 
have  this  discretion. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  milhifrawm. 

Mr.  HOPWOOD  proposed  to  insert 
after  the  word  "person,"  in  line  IS, 
page  6,  the  words — 

"  Sbol]  not  be  proaecated  under  thil  teotioii 
except  by  directioo  of  the  local  authority  in  any 
city,  borough,  or  place,  dot." 

They  might  not  be  the  most  apt  words 
for  the  purpose,  and  he  should  be  glad 
if  better  words  could  be  found.  He 
proposed  those  words  so  that  it  sboidd 
not  he  a  question  of  a  policeman,  or  even 
au  Inspector,  ohoo^ng  to  prosecute  in 
brothel  cases.  He  had  a  great  deal  of 
objection  to  the  clause  as  it  stood ;  but 
he  fancied  that  if  he  allowed  that  oppor- 
tunity to  slip  be  would  not  secure  that 
there  should  be  that  control  over  the 
prosecution  which  he  thought  waa  de- 
sirable. It  seemed  to  him  that  those 
who  governed  in  a  place— the  Municipal 
Council,  or  Local  Board,  or  Sanitary 
Authority,  or  whatever  body  it  might 
be— should  have  the  direction  of  prose- 
cutiona  contemplated  by  this  clauae. 
He  hoped  the  Government  would  be 
able  to  accept  some  Amendment  of  this 
kind. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  I>age  6,  line  IS,  after  the  word  "  penco," 
to  iniert  the  wordi  "tball  not  tw  proaeenlad 
under  tbia  lection  exeept  by  direction  of  tha 
local  fiuthoritv  in  any  citv,  borough,  or  place, 
nor."— (Ifr.  Sopwocd.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AsBHETON  Cross)  said,  he  would  be 
glad  to  adopt  some  Amendment  of  this 
kind;  hut  perhaps  the  hon.  aud  learned 
Gentleman  would  allow  him  to  consider 
the  matter  before  Report.  Only  tha 
other  day  a  gentleman  wrote  to  the 
Home  Office  complaining  of  one  of  ihM* 
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placen ;  he  said  he  had  brought  it  be- 
fore the  Teetry,  and  although  that  body 
irttrs  anstouB  to  have  this  place  prose- 
cuted three  names  were  required  to  be 
publicly  given  before  the  prosecution 
could  be  Btarted,  and  the  gentleman 
who  complained  was  the  only  one  who 
would  give  his  name. 

Mb.  HOPWOOD  thought  there  was 
some  misunderstanding  in  regard  to  this 
point.  There  was  one  mode  of  prose- 
cuting brothels  by  which  tboae  who  pro- 
secuted could  secure  their  costs  ;  but  on 
the  ground  that  the  place  was  a  nuisance 
there  was  the  Common  Law  right  of 
anybody  to  prosecute  at  his  own  ex- 
pense. He  asked  leave  to  withdraw  his 
Amendment. 

Mr.  gray  said,  that  on  the  Motion 
to  withdraw  the  Amendment  he  would 
like  to  say  that  the  proposition  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Stockport  (Mr.  Hopwood)  would 
meet  nearly  all  the  difficulties  he  (Mr. 
Gray)  had  in  supporting  the  clause.  He 
did  not  deny  that  some  additional  powers 
might  be  required  to  deal  with  disorderly 
houses;  but  he  thought  that  if  the  clause 
as  it  now  stood  were  passed  a  condition 
of  affairs  very  much  worse  than  that 
whichat  present  existed  wouldhebrought 
about.  At  present  those  who  wore  spe- 
cially injured  by  the  existence  of  a  dis- 
orderly house  in  their  midst  must  take 
the  initiative;  but  by  the  clause  as  it 
stood  the  police  were  to  be  the  persons 
who  were  to  deal  with  the  offenders. 
Now,  every  disorderly  house  waa  known 
to  the  police,  except  possibly  a  few  which 
need  not  be  taken  into  consideration,  on 
account  of  being  conducted  in  s  some- 
what private  manner,  He  imagined 
there  were  from  6,000  to  10,000  dis- 
orderly houses  in  London.  Now,  was 
it  the  intention  of  the  Government,  when 
they  introduced  this  clause,  that  the 
police  should  forthwith  prosecute  the 
beepers  of  the  whole  of  those  houses  ? 
If  not,  what  waa  their  intention  ?  Waa 
it  their  intention  that  the  police  should 
diecriminate  between  the  offenders,  and 
select  just  those  whom  they  should  pro- 
secute? Ho  supposed  that  the  two 
right  bon.  Gentlemen  the  Home  Secre- 
tary (Sir  E.  Assheton  Cross),  and  tho 
lata  Home  Secretary  (Sir  William  Har- 
court),  would  be  iield  to  be  responsible 
for  this  Bill.  Both  of  them  ought  to 
have  some  little  knowledge  of  how  the 
police  in  London  did  their  duty,  parti- 


cularly when  they  were  required  to  dis- 
crimicato  as  to  what  individuals  and 
what  houses  should  he  prosecuted  and 
what  individuals  and  what  houses  should 
not  be  prosecuted.  There  was  the  case 
of  Inspector  Minahan,  in  connection 
with  the  notorious  Jeffries  prosecution. 
Because  he  did  not  consent  to  receive 
bribes  from  the  owner  of  this  disorderly 
house  Inspector  Minahan  was  persecuted 
by  his  superior  officers,  and  he  was  at 
last  digmiased  without  a  pension.  In 
this  matter  ho  (Mr.  Gray)  addressed 
himself  to  the  late  Home  Secretary  (Sir 
William  Harooutt).  It  had  been  proved 
that  Minahan  was  rigbt,and  his  superior 
officers  were  wiong  and  corrupt.  Other 
cases  in  abundance  had  occurred  in 
which  it  had  been  shown  that  the  police 
— not  merely  the  ordinary  police  who 
received  £1  a-weok,  but  the  men  who 
received  much  larger  salaries,  even 
those  in  the  very  highest  positions  in 
the  Force,  he  made  no  eiceptions — 
were  not  to  be  trusted  in  matters  of  this 
kind ;  that  they  did  not  exercise  their 
duties  without  fear,  favour,  or  affection  ; 
but  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  showed 
both  fear,  favour,  and  affection.  It  was 
notorious  a  few  years  ago,  when  the 
West  Bnd  night  houses  were  constituted 
such  a  public  nuisance  that  the  whole 
police  of  the  district  were  in  the  pay  of 
the  houses,  and  when  the  then  Home 
OiBce,  with  a  zeal  which  their  suceesaorB 
had  scarcely  emulated,  made  a  really 
determined  effort  to  deal  with  the  night 
houses  iu  the  Qaymarket  and  neigh- 
bourhood, they  found  that  in  the  first 
place  they  had  to  deal  with  the  police, 
and  that  the  only  tbing  to  be  done  was 
to  remove  tho  greater  number  of  them 
to  the  East  End,  so  corrupt  had  they  he- 
come.  The  punishment  of  the  offenders 
waa  utterly  out  of  tho  question.  Now, 
if  the  Committee  passed  a  clause  of  this 
kind,  directing  in  terms  that  the  police 
should  prosecute  all  disorderly  bousas, 
while  at  the  same  time  they  had  no  auch 
intention,  because  they  had  a  full  know- 
ledge that  to  suppress  all  disorderly 
houses  was  a  task  completely  out  of 
their  power,  what  would  they  doF 
They  would,  in  fact,  direct  the  police  to 
discriminate  as  to  what  offenders  they 
should  bring  to  justice  and  what  of- 
fenders they  should  deliberately  allow 
to  escape.  They  would  simply  per- 
petuate tho  Jeffnea  rule — namely,  that 
those  who  paid  should  be  permitted  to 
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escape  and  those  wbo  did  not  pay  ehould 
be  prosecuted.  They  would  have  a  ge- 
neral adoption  of  the  rule  that  fashion- 
able oSeadere  should  be  permitted  to 
get  off  ^ith  a  nomiual  punishment,  that 
the  Judges  should  have  secret  inter- 
viens  with  their  representatives  and  tell 
them — "If  you  plead  guilty  and  sup- 
press all  iiamoa  in  Court  you  will  get  off 
with  a  fine;  but  if  you  do  not  you  will 
have  to  go  to  prison."  He  objected  to 
such  a  system ;  it  would  corrupt  the 
police,  it  would  corrupt  the  public. 
There  had  been  quite  enough  of  it,  and 
the  Committee  ought  to  set  their  faces 
against  it,  instead  of  deliberately  en- 
couraging it.  If  the  Bill  was  not  to 
apply  to  Ireland  he  would  be  quite  con- 
tent to  leave  to  Members  for  English 
constituencies  the  task  of  framing  such 
laws  as  they  thought  suitable  to  the 
peculiar  condition  of  affairs  which  they 
were  told  existed  in  this  great  and  Chris- 
tian Metropolis.  Now,  in  Dublin  the 
police  were  not  under  the  control  of 
the  people.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(Sir  H.  Assheton  Cross)  would  remem- 
ber that  when  he  sat  in  Dublin  as  one 
of  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes,  some  evidence  was  given  as  to 
the  existence  of  disorderly  houses  in 
Dublin.  Complaint  was  made  of  the 
increase  of  such  houses,  and  tbe  wit- 
nesses said,  and  he  believed  said  truly, 
that  the  population  of  Dublin  vould  be 
very  willing  to  submit  to  more  strin- 
gent laws  for  the  better  regulation  of 
disorderly  houses  and  disorderly  cha- 
racters ;  but  thej  made  this  proviso — 
that  the  regulations  must  be  made  and 
carried  out  by  officers  of  the  Local  Au- 
thority, and  not  by  officers  of  the  Im- 
perial QoverameDt ;  they  said  the  peo- 
ple of  the  City  would  readily  submit 
to  any  regulations  for  this  purpose 
made  by  their  own  representatives, 
but  they  vould  not  submit  or  tolerate 
any  autocratic  interference  by  the 
Imperial  Government.  He  quite  ad- 
mitted that  if  one-tenth  of  the  dis- 
closures which  had  been  made  within 
the  last  few  weeka  with  regard  to  the 
condition  of  affaire  in  London  was  true, 
anything  the  Committee  did  was  justi- 
fied. Ixindon  was  so  abominably  bad, 
according  to  their  own  account,  tbat  no- 
thing they  could  propose  was  too  strict  to 
remedy  the  atrocious  state  of  affairs  dis- 
closed. But,  putting  London  aside,  the 
Mi:  (hoy 


representatives  of  the  people  in  all  the 
English  towns  would  have  the  enforce- 
ment of  this  clauBO  ;  and,  under  such  dt- 
oumstances,  it  might  be  reasonably  con- 
jectured tbat  local  abuses  would  be 
remedied  from  time  to  time.  In  Ire- 
land it  would  be  totally  different.  Power 
would  be  given  to  an  Imperial  Force 
over  which  local  opinion  wonld  have  no 
kind  of  control.  The  people  of  the  Irish 
towns  would  regard  with  strong  dissatis- 
faclion  the  passing  into  the  hands  of  the 
police  of  further  power  in  connection 
with  this  matter.  But  if  the  Proviso 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Stockport  (Mr.  Hop- 
wood)  were  adopted,  and  the  initiative 
were  given  to  Local  Authorities,  he  (Mr. 
Gray)  would  offer  no  objection  to  the 
clause.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that, 
in  regard  to  London  and  other  large 
cities,  it  was  proposed  to  make  a  crime 
what  was  not  now  a  crime,  buta  matter 
which  was  to  be  remedied  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  pei'sons  particularly  in- 
jured by  the  existence  of  disorderly 
houses  in  their  midst.  It  was  proposed 
to  make  a  general  crime.  All  those  who 
committed  that  crime  could  not  possibly 
be  prosecuted  for  it;  and,  therefore,  he 
thought  it  was  a  dangerous  precedent 
for  Parliament  to  teach  the  police  that 
they  were  to  have  full  personal  know- 
ledge of  the  pareouB  committing  a  legal 
crime,  and  tbat  they  were  to  use  their 
discretion  as  to  who  they  proeecuted. 
The  most  tbat  could  be  done  was  to 
reach  1  per  cent  of  the  criminals.  Aa 
far  as  London  was  concerned,  he  cared 
little  whether  the  task  was  attempted 
or  not — it  did  not  concern  him  very 
much — but  what  he  wanted  to  secure 
was  that  in  Ireland,  where  the  circum- 
stances were  totally  different,  where  the 
existence  of  vice  was  not  bo  rampant  aa 
here,  but  where  it  was  acknowledged 
that  better  provision  for  the  regulation 
of  disorderly  houses  might  be  made,  the 
exercise  ofthe  powers  sought  to  be  given 
by  this  clause  Ukould  not  be  entrusted  to 
an  Imperial  Force,  but  to  a  force  over 
which  the  representatives  of  the  people 
had  control.  He  protested  against  such 
a 'clause  as  this  being  extended  to  Ire- 
land simplybecausetho House  had  been 
frightened  by  an  agitation  which  bad 
been  started  by  a  newspaper  within 
the  last  week  or  so,  and  because  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  both  Front  Bencht^s 
wvre  extremely  anxious  to  get  rid  of  osy 
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further  disfigreeablQ  qaeetiona  on  the 
subject. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HAEOOURT  said, 
he  vas  glad  that  the  hon.  Member 
(Mr.  Gray)  had  made  in  the  House  the 
statement  which  had  been  made  else- 
where with  reference  to  the  police.  To 
that  statement  he  desired  to  give  an  ab- 
solute contradiction.  Speaking  of  In- 
spector Minahan,  the  oon.  Gentleman 
said  it  had  been  proved  that  Minahan 
was  dismissed  from  the  Force  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Jeffries  case,  and  that 
Minahan  was  right  in  charging  the 
police  with  corruption  in  that  matter. 
In  the  first  place,  Minahan  was  not 
dismissed  from  the  Force  in  connection 
with  the  Jeffries  case.  The  charge 
against  Minahan  was  that  of  general  in- 
subordination. ["Oh,  oh!"i  He  was 
speaking  what  he  knew.  Hon.  Mem- 
bers had  read  statements  id  a  newspaper 
which  were  absolutelj  untrue,  and  for 
which  there  was  not  a  colour  of  founda- 
tion. It  was  in  the  year  1063  that 
Minahan,  who  had  been  an  iasubordi- 
nate  officer,  who  had  been  removed  from 
one  district  to  another  on  account  of  his 
misconduct,  and  expressed  his  gratitude 
for  having  been  so  leniently  treated, 
brought  something  like  15  charges 
Bgainst  his  superior  ofBcers,  only  one  of 
which  had  any  reference  to  Jeffries. 
The  Id  charges  were  examined  and 
found  to  be  entirely  untrue  from  first  to 
last.  Having  made  tbo  charges,  he  was 
told,  as  a  matter  of  discipline,  that  a  man 
who  was  guilty  of  that  general  insubor- 
dination could  nn  longer  hold  high  rank 
in  the  police.  He  was  degraded  in  his 
rank,  whereupon  he  resigned,  and  that 
was  a  year  and  a-half  before  the  trial  of 
the  Jeffries  case.  It  was  after  he  had 
left  the  Police  Force,  and  as  a  means, 
he  (Sir  WilUam  Haroourt)  believed,  of 
forcing  his  way  back  again,  that  he 
took  up  the  Jeffries  case.  ["  Oh,  oh ! "] 
Again,  he  was  stating  the  absolute  facta 
of  the  case.  Hon.  Members  below  the 
Gangway  were  so  constantly  in  the  habit 
of  attacking  the  police  and  everybody 
connected  with  the  administration  of 
justice  in  Ireland,  that  it  seemed  they 
could  not  refrain  from  doing  the  same 
in  England.  They  might  attack  him 
(Sir  William  Haroourt)  as  much  as  they 
liked — he  was  tbere'to  defend  himself. 
But  he  did  not  think  that  the  charges 
which  had  been  brought  against  him  of 
having  taken  part  in  these  transactions 
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would  receive  sny  countenance  eithw  in 
or  out  of  the  House.  He  felt  bound 
to  speak  for  the  police,  because  if  ths 
charges  against  them  were  to  be  sown 
broadcast  as  they  were  being  sown  the 

Eeople  would  have  no  faith  in  the  Force. 
F  the  police  were  to  be  discredited  on 
the  authority  of  a  discharged  officer, 
who  was  going  round  collecting  sub- 
scriptions for  himself,  and  setting  up 
the  charge  that  all  the  police,  from  the 
highest  to  the  lowest,  were  corrupt, 
and  took  bribes  from  brothel  keepers, 
the  Force  must  be  disbanded.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Gray)  had  said 
that  everyone  in  the  Force,  even  those 
in  the  highest  positions,  were  corrupt. 

Mb.  gray  said,  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman was  mistaken  in  supposing  that 
everyone  in  the  Force  was  corrupt. 

BiH  WILLIAM  HAHCOUKT  said, 
that  that  was  a  charge  which  ought  not 
to  be  made.  It  could  not  be  proved ; 
there  was  no  foundation  at  all  for  it. 
He  bad  seen  it  stated  that  he  refused 
to  examine  into  the  case,  but  allowed 
the  Chief  Commissioner  to  make  the  in- 
quiry. Who  else  was  to  make  the  in- 
quiry he  should  like  to  know  ?  If  a 
soldier  or  officer  was  insubordinate,  and 
there  was  a  military  inquiry,  was  it  to 
be  said  there  was  no  inquiry,  and  every- 
body up  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  was 
partial  and  corrupt  in  the  matter  ?  Now, 
with  reference  to  prosecutions  generally. 
The  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Gray)  said  there 
was  to  be  a  selection,  as  there  was  in  the 
Jeffries  case.  The  hon.  Gentleman  as- 
sumed that  the  police  had  something  to 
do  with  the  prosecution  of  Jeffries.  The 
police  had  nothing  to  do  with  that  prose- 
cution. ["Oh!"]  He  repeated  that 
the  police  had  nothing  to  do  with  that 
prosecution.  It  was  taken  up  by  a 
different  authority  altogether.  The  case 
was  taken  up  by  an  Association  for  the 

Erotection  of  young  girls,  and  if  it  was 
ushed  up  it  was  hushed  up  by  that 
Association.  The  prosecution  was  abso- 
lutely in  the  hands  of  that  Association, 
one  of  the  leading  members  of  which 
was  a  person  named  Mr.  Benjamin 
Scott,  who  he  saw  had  attacked  him 
the  other  evening.  If  the  case  was 
hushed  up,  therefore,  it  was  hushed  up  by 
Mr.  Scott.  For  his  part,  he  never  heard 
of  the  prosecution  at  all,  and  never 
knew  of  it  until  the  whole  case  was 
over,  and  until  the  attacks  were  made 
by  Minahan  against  the  police.     Then 
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ha  inrestigated  tto  obargcs  thatMinahan 
bad  made,  and  lie  cams  to  the  oonoluBioa 
that  the;  vere  absolutely  false.  That 
Tas  the  whole  case  aj^amst  the  polios 
and  against  him.  and  that  was  ths 
ground  on  which  the  charges  were  made 
against  the  authorities  of  hushing  up 
this  case.  That  was  the  way  in  which 
these  things  were  worked  up — without 
the  slightest  regard  for  truth.  If  they 
would  Deliere  the  word  of  a  discharged 
policeman  against  the  testimony  of  ths 
whole  body  of  the  police,  the  magis- 
trates, and  the  Secretary  of  State,  they 
would  believe  anything.  He  bad  stated 
all  the  facts  as  accurately  as  he  knew 
them.  He  said  that  the  cose  never 
oame  before  them,  the  Home  Officer 
knew  nothing  of  it,  and  the  police  made 
no  charge  whatever.  It  was  in  the 
hands  of  an  Association ;  and  aa  for  the 
charge  made  by  Uinaban  against  the 

{lolioe,  there  was,  as  far  as  he  knew,  no 
oundation  whatever.  Having  disposed 
of  that  matter,  hs  would  now  touch 
upon  the  other  question  raised  by  the 
Amendment.  The  hou.  Member  for 
Carlow  (Mr.  Gray)  said  he  would  not 
trust  the  police  in  dealing  with  these 
matters.  Well,  for  bis  part,  he  thought 
it  was  not  desirable  that  the  pobos 
should  be  mixed  up  in  snoh  questions  as 
the  Bill  dealt  with.  He  quite  agreed 
that  the  Local  Authorities  should  be  the 
people  to  make  charges  in  these  cases  ; 
and  he  thought  that  the  clause  ought  to 
provide  a  simpler  method  and  a  more 
summary  procedure  for  dealing  with 
these  matters.  He  believed  that  these 
general  charges  against  the  police  had 
utterly  and  entirely  broken  down — he 
did  not  say  that  no  case  of  corruption 
had  ever  ocourred  amongst  the  12,000 
men  in  the  Police  Force.  But,  when 
they  did  happen,  how  were  they  dealt 
wimf  The  hon.  Member  knew  that 
where  there  was  the  slightest  suspicion 
of  a  case  it  was  fully  inquired  into  at 
once.  Some  time  ago  he  himself  wrote 
a  Memorandum  to  the  Commissioners  of 
Police,  in  which  he  directed  that,  where 
there  was  the  slightest  suspicion  of  any- 
thing of  this  sort,  it  should  be  fully  in- 
quired into,  and,  if  found  to  be  well 
founded,  should  be  punished  severely. 
If  the  hon.  Member  was  under  the  im- 
pression that  offences  of  that  kind  were 
winked  at,  be  was  very  much  mistaken. 
AVhenever  they  were  found  out  they 
were  punished,  and  he  did  not  think  it 
Sir  William  Ilarcourt 
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sfaould  he  allowed  to  go  forth  that  ths 
police  were  in  the  habit  of  receiving 
bribes  in  these  cases.  He  did  not  think 
such  a  statement  was  true,  and  he  be- 
lieved  there  was  no  foundation  what- 
ever for  tbe  suggestion  that  the  poUce 
trafficked  in  these  matters.  In  order  to 
keep  them  out  of  every  sort  of  tempta- 
tion and  suspicion,  however,  perhaps 
it  might  be  well  not  to  extend  these 
powers  to  them. 

The  CHANCELLOE  of  thr  EXCHE- 
QUER said,  be  did  not  wonder,  after 
the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Meniber  for 
Carlow  (Mr.  Gray),  that  the  right  hon. 
Qentleman  had  felt  called  upon  to  ent«r 
at  some  length  into  the  subject  on 
which  he  had  spoken.  He  only  re- 
gretted that  his  remarks  had  not  been 
made  at  an  hour  when  they  could  have 
been  reported,  as  they  furnished  a  perfect 
and  conclusive  defence  of  the  Police 
Force.  He  would  point  out,  however, 
that  if  they  were  to  go  on  disoussing 
these  matters  at  length,  it  would  be  ex- 
ceedingly inconvenient.  This  case  did 
not  really  arise  on  this  clause,  and  hs 
ventured  to  hope  that  the  Committee 
might  now  be  allowed  to  go  on  with 
the  disouBsion  of  the  clause. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  he  was  afraid 
that  this  discussion  would  not  close  as 
soon  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
imagined,  or  as  he  himself  would  deein; 
and,  therefore,  he  thought  it  would  be 
as  well  if  they  reported  Progress  now, 
in  order  to  allow  the  remainder  of  the 
discussion  on  the  Bill  to  be  taken  at  a 
reasonable  hour.  He  would  not  make 
a  Motion  to  that  effect  at  present;  bat 
he  thought  the  Oommittee  was  not  in  a 
condition  to  discuss  the  new  clauses  that 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Chairman  do  report  Pro- 
gress, and   ask  leave  to  sit  again." — 

{Mr.  Courtney.) 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AssHETON  Cbobs)  thougbt  tbe  sug- 
gestion was  a  reasonable  one,  and  when 
they  came  to  the  end  of  the  Bill,  as  it 
stood,  they  would  r»>ort  Progress.  Per- 
haps the  hon.  Member  would  allow  him 
to  take  the  Exemption  Clause  that 
night. 

Ma.  COURTNEY  would  not  press 
his  point. 

Mr.  MOLLOY  thougbt  they  ought  to 
report  Progress.    He  believed  that  the 
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oharges  of  comiptioQ  made  against  the 
police  were  true. 

The  CHAIEMAN  pointed  out  to  the 
hon.  Member  that  the  Question  before 
the  Committee  was  that  Frogreas  should 
be  reported. 

Me.  MOLLOT  thought  he  was  ad- 
hering to  that  Question.  There  were  a 
great  many  things  to  discuss  in  connec- 
tion with  this  matter,  and  he  thought 
they  ought  to  report  Progress.  There 
were  a  great  many  things  to  be  said 
with  regard  to  the  police,  and  he  would 
strongly  urge  the  Home  Secretary  to 
adopt  his  su^estion,  so  as  to  enable 
them    to    continue    the  discussion    to- 


The  SEOEETAET  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AisuETON  Gboss)  said,  perhaps  the 
hoQ.  Oentleman  would  allow  him  to 
point  out  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
nature  of  the  charge  which  had  been 
brought  forward  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  ftirlow  (Mr.  Gray),  he  would  have 
risen  long  ago  to  have  asked  whether 
the  disouBsion  which  had  been  going  on 
was  in  Order.  It  appeared  to  him  that 
neither  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member 
nor  that  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
were  in  Order. 

Mb.  MOLLOY  sud,  he  knew  nothing 
about  this  question  before  that  evening ; 
but  the  great  question  now  was  whether 
these  powers  were  to  be  left  in  the  hands 
of  the  police  or  put  into  those  of  the 
Local  Authorities  ? 

The  GHAIEMAN:  I  have  already 
pointed  out  to  the  hon.  Member  that 
the  Question  before  the  Committee  is 
that  I  report  Progress,  and  ask  leave  to 
sit  again.  I  must  request  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber to  confine  his  remarks  to  that  Ques- 
tion. 

Mk.  MOLLOY  said,  he  was  only 
pointing  out  to  the  right  hon.  Qentle- 
man  the  necessity  of  reporting  Pro- 
gress. 

Motion,  by  leave,  teithdrawn. 

ULr.  HOPWOOD  said,  he  had  a  few 
words  to  say  on  this  clause  before  it 
was  adopted.  It  was  ridiculous  for  the 
Committee  to  go  on  in  this  Ptmtanical 
fashion.  As  he  understood  it,  this  clause 
was  merely  to  give  facilities  for  breaking 
down  the  houses  where  these  loose 
women  took  refuge.  If  it  only  applied 
to  cases  where  it  couid  be  proved  that 
they  were  a  nuisance  to  the  neighbour- 
hood, tiien  he  had  nothing  more  to  say ; 


but  he  did  protest  against  a  wholesale 
attempt  to  drive  out  these  unfortunate 
women,  as  had  been  done  in  Edinburgh, 
Glasgow,  and  otherplaces.  It  only  dis- 
tributed the  evil  and  spread  bad  exam- 
ple. 

Captain  PEIOE  said,  he  hoped  the 
Government  would  be  induced  to  with- 
draw the  clause  altogether.  It  was  a 
most  misobievous  one.  Was  it  to  be 
carried  out  in  a  lialf-and-half  manner, 
or  was  it  to  be  carried  out  in  its  en- 
tirety ?  If  it  was  to  be  carried  out  in  a 
batf-and-half  manner,  it  would  be  of  no 
use  at  all ;  and  if  it  was  to  be  carried 
out  in  its  entirety,  the  effect  would  be 
to  flood  the  streets  with  prostitutes.  He 
believed,  to  a  great  extent,  in  the  system 
adopted  in  other  countries.  He  was  not 
altogether  an  advocate  of  the  principle 
of  registering  houses  of  ill-fame,  and  so 
giving  official  recognition  of  that  kind 
of  thing  ;  but  he  thought  their  streets 
were  much  more  free  in  consequence  of 
their  nut  hunting  these  women  about, 
as  it  was  now  proposed  to  do  in  Eng- 

Mr.  MOLLOY  asked  whether  it  was 
clearly  understood  that  the  police  were 
in  no  way  to  have  the  initiative  in  these 
prosecutions?  He  would  give  his  reasons 
for  asking  this  question.  The  late  Home 
Secretary  had  made  a  great  deal  out  of 
the  statement  that  the  police  were  not 
in  the  habit  of  receiving  bribes  from 
these  people.  Now,  he  would  call  at- 
tention to  the  case  of  the  Argyll  Eooms, 
when  they  were  open,  and  appeal  to 
those  who  knew  what  London  Itfe  was 
at  the  time.  It  was  well  known  at  the 
time  that  they  were  kept  open  as  a 
place  where  prostitutes  met  men  about 
town,  yet  every  licensing  day  the  police 
agreed  to  the  lie  that  the  rooms  were 
not  frequented  by  loose  characters,  and 
that  there  were  no  improper  characters 
going  there  without  gentlemen.  Well, 
every  man  about  town  knew  that  those 
statements  were  deliberate  untruths. 
It  was  a  matter  of  notoriety  at  ths  time, 
and  it  was  equally  notorious  now,  that 
the  police  did,  in  many  cases — he  did 
not  say  in  all — receive  bribes  from  the 
keepers  of  brothles.  Do  not  let  those 
who  knew  London  at  night  try  to  pre- 
tend to  each  other  that  they  did  not 
know  these  things.  It  was  a  monstrous 
farce  for  them  to  talk  to  each  other  as 
though  they  did  not  know  these  things. 
Let  him  give  au  example.  Aehorttime 
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ago  there  was  an  order  issued,  and  40 
vomea  were  taknn  by  the  polios  from 
the  streets  neat  Waterloo  Place.  Well, 
when  he  came  out  of  hie  club  the  very 
night  afterwards  he  himself  saw  the 
same  policemen  who  bad  apprehended 
some  of  the  women  talking  and  chatting 
with  them  in  the  most  friendly  manner. 
There  was  no  doubt  that  there  were  a 
great  many  good  men  amongst  these 
policemen ;  but  if  they  put  theee  temp- 
tations in  their  way  they  could  not  ex- 
pect anything  else  to  happen  but  what 
he  had  described.  They  ought  to  make 
them  the  protectors  of  the  public,  and 
not  the  institntora  of  prosecutions. 

Sir  EGBERT  FOWLEH  (Lord 
Matob)  said,  he  did  not  eee  how  they 
could  exclude  the  police  altogether 
from  these  cases. 

The  CHAIBMAN  said,  the  discussion 
was  going  a  little  wide  of  the  clause, 
which  contained  nothing  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

8m  EGBERT  FOWLER  (Lokd 
Match)  said,  he  would  not  detain  the 
Committee ;  but  he  did  not  see  how 
they  oould  prosecute  brothels  unless 
they  took  the  evidence  of  the  police. 

Mr.  EDWAED  CLARKE  said,  he 
hoped  that  the  Home  Secretary  would 
not  put  words  into  the  clause  which 
would  exclude  the  police  altogether.  It 
might  be  proper  not  to  allow  them  to 
institute  prosecutions ;  but  it  would  be  a 
very  serious  thing  to  exclude  them  alto- 
getbar. 

Mn.  JAMES  STUART  said,  he  was 
altogether  opposed  to  giving  the  police 
the  power  of  instituting  proceedings 
against  theee  women.  It  would  be 
placing  an  unfair  temptation  in  the  way 
of  the  police ;  and  he  could  not  help  sus- 
pecting that  those  who  had  the  oontrol 
of  the  Force  must  feel  very  great  doubt 
and  hesitation  with  regard  to  putting 
these  powere  in  their  hands.  He  was 
altogether  opposed  to  the  police  insti- 
tuting anything  against  brothels  and 
prostitutes. 

Mb.  GRAY  said,  he  did  not  wish  to 
pursue  the  discussion  at  that  moment ; 
but  he  ventured  to  say  that  there  might 
be  some  few  people  here  and  there  who 
would  not  think  the  late  Home  Secre- 
tary's statement  so  absolutely  convincing 
as  he  seemed  to  think.  For  hie  part,  he 
had  always  held  the  opinion  that  the 
police  were  an  exceedingly  useful  and 
able  body  of  men ;  but  in  stating  what  he 
llr.  Moiloif 


had  done  he  had  simply  related  faets 
which  were  notorious.  He  had  not  in- 
tended to  make  any  general  charge 
against  the  Police  Force  beyond  this — 
that  they  were  ordinary  human  beings, 
exactly  the  same  as  hon.  Members  all 
were ;  and  if  temptations  like  those  held 
out  to  the  police  were  held  out  to  them 
they  would  probably  succumb  as  any  of 
the  police  would  give  way.  Where  was 
there  anything  in  the  clause  to  show 
that  the  initiative  was  not  to  be  taken 
by  the  police?  The  keeping  of  these 
houses  was  declared  to  be  illegal  under 
the  Summary  Jurisdiction  Act ;  but 
there  was  not  one  word  in  regard  to 
the  institution  of  proceedings;  and  if 
the  police  were  not  to  initiate  who  was 
to  ?  Where  was  there  any  pereon  but 
the  police  given  the  power  of  instituting 
these  proceedings? 

Sib  WILLIAM  HAROOtTRT  add, 
he  could  answer  that  at  once. 

Ks.  GRAY  pointed  out  that  if  tb« 
right  hoQ.  Qentlemao  could  do  bo  it 
would  shorten  the  discussion  materially. 
All  he  was  anxious  for  was  that  the 
police  should  have  nothing  to  do  with 
these  matters. 

Sir  AVILLIAM  HAECOURT  aaid, 
the  police  were  not  proseoutors  at  all, 
and  when  they  did  do  so  it  was  only 
for  general  oonvenience.  They  were  not 
supposed  to  prosecute  in  any  ease,  and 
their  doing  so  was  only  for  convenience. 
If  it  was  desired  to  exclude  them  abso- 
lutely, then  some  words  should  be  put 
in  to  that  effect.  He  would  have  no 
objection  whatever  to  that  course.  He 
had  always  thought  it  better  to  keep 
them  out  of  these  matters.  He  was  not 
responsible  for  the  aotual  drafting  of 
the  clause ;  but  certainly  the  object  of 
it  was,  not  to  alter  the  existing  prose- 
outing  authorities,  who  were  the  Local 
Authorities,  but  to  enable  the  magis- 
trates to  exercise  a  summary  juaadie- 

Clause  offntd  to. 

Pakt  in. 

D»J!nilioni  mtd  MtietUmuout. 
Clause  13  (Definitions)  egrud  U. 

Clause  14  (Application  of  Aot  to  Scot- 
land). 

The  SECEETAEY  of  STATE  (Sir 
E.  AssHBTON  Caoss)  proposed  to  omit 
line    3-1  —  namely — "The  expresatOB 
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'Attorney  General'   shall   mean    Lord 
Advocate. " 

Amendment  tgreed  to. 

Claosa,  &B  amended,  agrud  to. 

Clans«  15  (Costs). 

Mb.  HASTINGS  proposed,  in  page  7, 
line  9,  after  the  word  "  Act,"  to  insert 
the  words  "or  any  case  of  indecent 
asssult." 

Amendment  agnti  U. 

The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AssHFTOn  Caoas)  proposed  to  insert, 
aTtertlie  word  "prosecntioii,"  in  line  10, 
the  words  "  in  the  same  manner  aa  in 
cases  of  felony." 

Amendment  vgriti  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  lo. 

danse  16  (Repeal  of  enactments  in 
Schedule)  agrted  to.  ' 

The  8ECEETAEY  of  STATE  (Sir  R, 
AesKBToyCKos3]moTed,  after  Clause  14, 
to  insert  the  following  clause : — 
(SaTiog  elauM  &»  to  liability  to  other  criminal 
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"Thii  Act  shall  not  exempt  any  person  from 
■117  procexling  for  an  oBodcb  which  ii  puniah- 
able  at  common  law,  or  onder  any  Act  of  Par- 
liament other  than  this  Act,  *o  that  a  person  be 
not  pnniahad  twice  for  the  same  offence." 

Clause  hrovght  up,  and  read  the  first 
and  second  time,  and  add»d  to  the  Bill. 

New  Clause  (Vexatious  indictments,) 
— (Sir  R.  Auheton  Crou,)—brovght  up, 
and  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and 
addtd  to  the  Bill. 

Thk  secretary  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AasHBTON  Choss)  proposed  the  new 
clause  (Power  of  Search).  He  simpi; 
wished  to  move  the  second  reading  in 
order  that  it  might  appear  on  the 
Orders. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'  That  the  Olauae  be  road  a  second 
time." 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit 
again  upon  ilonday  next. 

TELEOHAPH  ACTS  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

(Jfr.  Shaw  Lrfetre,  3lr.  Sibierl.) 
[bill    121.]      TltlRU  READINa. 

Order  for  Third  Reading  read,  and 

diiehargei. 


spec!  of  Claused." — {Str.  Sham  Lf/'eirr.) 


Me.  Aldehma:?  W.  U,TiTRENCE 
proposed  that  ihe  Bill  be  recomniittcd 
in  order  to  introduce  two  new  clauses. 
The  object  of  the  clauses  be  wished  to 
introduce  was  that  the  initials  of  the 
Metropolitan  districts  should  not  be 
conotM  OS  words,  and  that  the  names 
of  streets,  gardens,  sqoares,  parks,  cres- 
conts,  crosses,  lanes,  and  so  forth,  and- 
tbo  names  of  islands,  bays,  harbours, 
levels,  and  so  forth,  should  be  counted 
OS  one  word  only. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  add,  at  the 
end  of  the  Question,  the  words  "  and  in 
respect  of  two  new  clauses."  —  (J/r. 
AlderwMn  W.   Laicrtttce.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEYRE  said,  it  was 
quite  impossible  for  him  to  accept  either 
of  the  alterations  suggested  by  the  hon. 
Qentleman. 

Question  put,  and  negativtd. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agrttd  to. 

Bill  rt-eommilted  in  respect  of  Clause 
2  ;  eontidered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  proimaed  to 
omit  from  line  30  "  \d.  for  each  addi- 
tional two  words,  or  parts  of  words," 
for  the  purpose  of  inserting  ''  ^d.  for 
each  additional  word." 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  Olaaae  2,  line  30,  to  leiTO  oat  the  words 
"  Id.  for  each  additional  two  words,  or  puts  of 
words,"  and  insort  "^.  for  each  additional 
yiarAr—{Mr.  Shaw  Lt/ivrt.) 

Amendment  agretd  to. 


Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  hoped  the 
House  would  now  read  the  Bill  the 
third  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 
time."— (J/r.  Shaw  Ltfevra.) 

Mh.  Aldebuan  W.  LAWRENCE 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
late  Postmaster  General  (Mr.  Shaw 
Lefevre)  would  consider  whether  names 
of  streets  should  not  in  all  cases  be 
charged  as  one  word  ooly.  He  coidd 
not  see  why  Piccadilly,  which  had  10 
letters  in  it,  should  be  charged  an  one 
word,  while  Pall  Malt,  iu  which  there 
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were  only  eight  letters,  ehoiild  tjo 
chargfld  au  two  words.  Tlie  refusal  to 
make  the  alteratioDH  he  eug^geated  would 
cause  great  irritation  to  many  porsons. 

Motion  agretd  to. 

Bill  read  the  thii-d  time,  a.ndp<ueed. 

EAST   INDIA    (ARMY    PENSIONS   DE- 
FICIENCY') BILL.— [Bill  2So.] 
(Sir  Henri/  Sotland,  Colonil  Walrgnd.) 
SECOXD   READING. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — {Sir  Benry  Holland.) 

Mr.  ONSLOW  said,  this  was  a  very 
important  Bill,  affecting,  if  he  mistook 
not,  the  Berenue  of  India.  It  was  only 
delivered  that  day,  and  as  hon.  Mem- 
bera  had  not  had  an  opportunity  of  exa- 
mining it,  perhaps  the  hon.  Baronet 
would  explain  its  provisions. 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SUEY  (Sir  Henry  Holland)  said,  a 
certain  number  of  pensions,  which  fell 
due  before  the  new  arrangement  with 
regard  to  pensions  was  made  in  I8H4, 
had  to  be  paid  by  this  country.  The 
pensions  which  had  fallen  due  since 
that  arrangement  were  annually  paid 
by  India.  For  the  pensions  which  fell 
due  before  1864,  there  was  no  more 
money  coming  from  India;  but  there 
was  about  £1,600,000  in  hand  to  meet 
them.  When  that  sum  was  exhausted, 
the  pensions  would  form  a  charge  upon 
the  Army  Vote.  That  would  raise  the 
Army  Vote  very  unfairly,  and  therefore 
it  had  been  thought  right  to  borrow 
from  the  Consolidated  Fund  a  sum  of 
money  to  lighten  the  Estimates.  The 
charge  nould  cease  when  the  pensions 
came  to  an  end.  Annual  accounts  would 
be  presented  to  Parliament. 

Motion  as  reed  h. 

Bill  read  a  eecoud  time,  and  committed 
for  Munday  next. 

EAST  INDIA  (aBUY   FESSIONS  DEFIOIENCTV') 
[CREATIOX  OF  ASNI-ITY]. 
CoBiidtrid  ID  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Riiolrid,  That  it  ia  eipcdieot  to  sullioriso 
the  craatioQ  of  on  Annuity  of  doe  hundred  and 
fifty  thoiiMDd  pounda,  chnrgesble  on  tho 
Consolidated  Fund  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
towards  diBcbtu-ging  the  liability  of  the  Cou- 
Jfr.  Ald^niuiii  W.  Zaicrence 


solidatfd  Fund 

Army  Pensions. 

Ilesolulion  to ' 
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n   respect  of  cerlAio   Indian 
e  reported  upon  Monday  next. 


House  adjonmed  at  tventv  minutes 

after  Tbrrn  o'clock  tiU 

Monday  next. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Monday,   3rd  Augutt,  1885. 


M1NDTES.]-Pi'bl:c  B:lib— PiV.f  Btadiog— 
KepstratioQ  Appeals  (IreUnd)  •  (226)  ;  Ex- 


Burgh  Policu  and  Health  (Soot- 
land)*  (190);  Bvidence  by  CommiMicui  * 
(21-.i-228). 

Committee  —  Report  —  Pluralities*  (213);  Cus- 
toms and  Inland  liavenne  (No.  2>*  (SiO; ; 
Lunacy  Acts  Amendment  •  (321). 

Cammittee  —  Report  —  Third  Hieding  —  PatcDt 
Law  Amendment  *  (223),  and  pmied. 

&i;iiii-(— RiTerThamea(No.  2)  (218). 

Third  Reading— VuhMc  Health  (Scotland)  Pm- 
visional  Order  (No.  2)  •  (IBS)  :  HetmpoUtui 
Board  of  Works  (Mon^)  ■  (20d),  and  ptfd. 

W'lAdraum— Scottish  and  Irish  Peerages  (10). 

SCOmSH  AND  IRISH   PF^EBAGKa 
BILL.-(Ko.  10.) 
{The  lord   JFaVftug.) 
BILL  WrTHDEAWK. 

Lord  WAVENEY,  in  asking  the 
leave  of  the  House  to  withdraw  the  BUI, 
said,  that  it  had  been  introduced  in 
order  to  provide  a  remedy  for  the  ano- 
malies that  arose  from  the  present 
syBtem  of  electing  Representative  Peers 
for  Scotland  and  Ireland.  He  con- 
sidered it  a  great  and  positive  evil  that 
the  two  Kingdoms  of  Scotland  and  Ire- 
land should  be  represented  by  ■  eloee 
corporation  in  that  House.  The  ques- 
tion of  Peerages  in  their  Lordships' 
House  bad  been  considered  on  varioua 
orcasions ;  but  it  had  never  been  fairly 
considered  in  rt'gard  to  the  important 
point  raised  in  the  Bill.  Under  the 
existing  arrangement,  all  the  Peers 
elected  generally  belonged  to  one  side 
in  politics — that,  nam^y,  of  the  ma- 
jority, or  the  Conservative  Part)'.  Peen 
who  belonged  to  the  minority,  or  the 
Liberal  Party,  had  no  chance  of  being 
representi-d ,  or  of  getting  into  the  Hoaee, 
I  L.'xcex>t  by  being  created  Peen  of  the 
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United  Kingdom,  in  wbicli  case  they 
hftd  to  Bink  the  old  historic  names  by 
which  they  were  known  and  dis- 
tJDguished.  That  was  an  unaatisfac- 
tory  etate  of  matters,  which  was  never 
intended,  and  which  required  to  be  re- 
medied. He  recognized  the  imposei- 
bility  of  getting  the  Bill  through  that 
Session,  and  therefore  thought  it  more 
respectful  to  their  Lordships  to  formally 
wiUtdraw  it,  than  to  allow  it  to  remain 
any  longer  on  the  Paper.  He  thought 
it  would  be  well,  however,  if  their  Lord- 
ships were  to  bear  in  mind  end  aee  whe- 
ther a  system  could  not  be  deviaed  that 
would  do  away  with  the  existing  ano- 
malies in  connection  with  the  Peerages 
of  Ireland  and  Scotland.  The  constitu- 
tioQ  of  the  House  of  Lords  was  at  pre- 
sent a  Bubj  eot  of  popular  diecuseton;  and 
he  thought  that  made  it  all  the  more 
desirable  that  their  Lordships  them- 
selres,  and  of  their  own  accord,  should 
apply  themselves  to  the  remedying  of 
any  defects  that  were  found  to  exist,  in- 
stead of  waiting  until  pressure  was 
brought  to  bear  on  them  from  without. 
Their  Lordships  would  recollect  a  very 
remarkable  gathering  that  recently  took 
place  in  Hyde  Park.  He  never  saw  a 
more  good-natured  assembly  or  a  more 
representative  body  of  men  ;  but,  under 
the  influence  of  popular  excitement,  a 
good-humoured  crowd  of  that  descrip- 
tion might  easily  degenerate  into  an 
nnmly  mob.  As  he  had  said,  the  evil 
was  a  very  serious  one,  and  ought  to  be 
dealt  with  by  their  Lordships.  He  would 
give  Notice  that  he  would  bring  the  Bill 
forward  again  next  year. 

LoBD  HOUGHTON  said,  he  thought 
their  Lordships  were  indebted  to  his 
noble  Friend  (Lord  Waveney)  for  call- 
ing attention  to  this  important  subject. 
He  hoped  his  noble  Friend  would  carry 
out  his  intimation,  and  that  the  Bill 
would  be  brought  forward  again  at  the 
first  opportunity. 

Bill  (by  leave  of  the  House)  aith- 
irawn. 

EIVER  THASIES  (No.  2)  BILL.— [No.  218.) 

{The  Lard  Xounl-TemtiU.) 

B£F0BT. 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
Order). 

Tin;.  Babl  op  ABINGDOX  moved 
BB  Amendment  in  Clauet.'  4,  giving  the 
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Conservatora  power  to  hear  complaints 
as  to  unrenaonable  delay  of  boats  in 
front  of  the  property  of  riparian  otrners. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

LoED  MOUNT-TEMPLE  moved  an 
Amendment,  providing  that  the  bye- 
laws  of  the  Conservancy  for  the  regu- 
lation of  trafHc  on  the  Thames  should 
not  allow  house-boats  or  other  boats  to 
remain  for  more  than  48  hours  at  anchor 
in  front  of  a  residence.  At  present,  a 
serious  nuisance  was  caused  to  owners  of 
houses  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames  by 
boats  being  moored  for  weeks  and 
and  months  in  front  of  these  residences. 
At  regattas  and  on  other  occasions  the 
public  would  be  deprived  of  much  of 
their    present  enjoyment    if    arbitrary 

Eower  were  bestowed  on  occupiers  of 
ouses  to  prevent  any  temporary  loiter- 
ing at  their  banks. 

Amendment  meved,  in  Clause  6,  page  3, 
line  7,  after  ("  ground  ")  to  insert  {"  for 
more  than  forty-eight  hours.")— (2^ 
Lord  Mount- Temple.) 

Lord  BEAMWELL  maintained  that 
the  owners  of  these  boats  had  no  right 
to  loiter  opposite  to  the  residences  of 
riparian  owners  at  all,  and  on  that 
ground  be  opposed  the  Amendment.  It 
would  be  an  intolerable  Duisance  for  a 
boat — especially  a  house-boat,  with, 
perhaps,  many  persons  on  board— to 
stop  in  front  of  a  gentleman's  garden 
for  48  hours.  They  might  aa  well  give 
gipsies  power  to  camp  for  that  time  on 
the  high  road  in  front  of  a  dwelling- 
house. 

The  Eahl  of  WEMYSS  also  op- 
posed the  Amendment.  He  would  point 
out  to  their  Lordships  that  there  might 
be  a  succession  of  boats  each  staying  48 

The  Earl  op  ABINGDON  said,  he 
supported  the  Amendment  in  the  inte- 
rests of  riparian  owners,  a  committee  of 
whom  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
they  would  rather  have  a  summary 
jurisdiction  power  of  removing  boats 
after  48  hours  than  be  left,  as  at  pre- 
sent, with  the  alturnative  of  a  Common 
Law  action,  which,  in  all  probability, 
would  not  be  tried  until  months  after 
the  order  for  removal  had  ceased  to  bo 
of  any  practical  beiieBt, 

Lord  MOUNT-TEMPLE  explained 
that  bousc-buatu  were  used  by  artists. 
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lovers  of  nature  who  would  have  no  en- 

i'oyinonC  if  they  were  not  permitted  tu 
oiter.  Ab  it  was,  tbeae  boats  were  often 
moored  opposite  a  house  for  as  long  a 
period  as  three  uontbs.  All  the  ripa- 
riana  knew  very  well  that  they  had 
better  have  the  boats  removed  at  the 
end  of  48  hours, 

Lord  BRAMWELL  said,  he  thought 
the  owners  of  boats  ought  to  be  liable  to 
a  penalty  if  they  stayed  opposite  a  house 
at  all. 

The  Eabl  op  ABINGDON  believed 
that  they  had  a  rit^ht  to  loiter. 

Lord  BBAMWELL  said,  they  had 
not. 

Oa  Question  ?  Their  Lordshipa  di- 
vtijfd.-— Contents  20;  Not-Contents  14: 
U^'ority  G. 

Rttolvtd  in  the  affirmative. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agrted  to. 

Bill  to  be  read  3-  Te-morrow. 

EEOISTHATION  'APPEALS   (IBELAKd) 
BILL   [h.L.] 


□  Ireland  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundredandei6ht3--Sve— WasprMeMi^rfbylhe 
Eari  BBAt'CHAMP;  read  1*;  to  he  prinitd ;  to 
be  read  2*  7ii-«DrrsiD ,-  and  Standing  Order  No. 
XXX.V.  to  be  coDiidered  in  order  to  its  being 
dispeaged  with.     (No.  326.) 

PKIVATE  BILLS. 

Standing  Ordere  Noa.  10.,  33.,  62..  fi7.,  64.. 

86.,  IH..  116-.  134.,  and  179.,  catuidtrtd  ik^A 

amended;    and    to   be    printtd   aa   amended. 

(No.  327.) 

HouH  adjounied  at  Sii  o'cloclt,  till 

r,  a  quarter  paal 

Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
Jfonday,  3rd  August,    1885. 


MINUTES.]— Select  Cojimtttee  —  Jl/pa 

Admintty     iKipendituro    and     Liabilities) 

[No.  311]. 
Private  Bill  (Ay  Order) — Coiutdertd  ai  am, 

—  7hird  Stadinf — Edinburgh  Extersion  and 

8«wenge,*  and  paued. 
PniLic  BiLLi — Sicond  Itutdiiig — Infunt«    [1671- 
Stptrl  of  Setttl   Committee  — "BaxUam  U  Mar 

Hntitution  ■  [256]. 
Lwd  Mount- TfmpU 


fo;»injV/ee- Secretary  for  Scotland  [242]— R.r 
Co«(>,;«(r-y.V^oW -Criminal  Lu«-  Amendment 
|lo0-3o7];  Consolidated  Fund  (.Appropria- 
tion); Public  Works  I«ans  [254  j ;  East 
India  (Army  Pensions  Deficiency)  *  [SIS]  : 
Labourers  (Ireland)  (No.  2)[6S]. 
Gimntillee—Seporl— Third  Aiiufi'n?— Ecclniaa- 
tical    Commissioners    [No.   2)*    [263],    and 


QUESTIONS. 

PIERS  AND  HARBOURS  (IRELANDf— 
KINGSTOWN  PIER. 
Mr.  MAURICE  BROOKS  asked  the 
Finani'ial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
Whether  he  is  aware  that,  in  certain 
conditions  of  the  wind,  considerable 
avoidable  inconvenience  ia  caused  to 
the  Irish  travelling  public,  including 
numerous  Members  of  Parliament,  by 
the  lack  of  protection  and  shelter  from 
rain  and  storm  when  shipping  and  land- 
ing an  passengers  between  Kingstown 
and  Holyhead;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  contractors  for  the  carriage  of 
Her  Majesty's  Mails  between  Holyhead 
and  Kingstown  have  repeatedly  applied 
for  works  to  be  carried  out  at  the  Car- 
lisle Pier,  Kingstown,  and  the  Boyal 
l^fail  Packet  Jetty,  Holyhead,  which 
they  state  to  be  necessary  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Mail  Packets,  and  for 
the  shelter  and  convenient  landing  and 
shippingof  Mails  and  passengers;  and, 
whether  he  can  state  what  steps  he  pro- 
poses to  take  to  meet  the  wanta  com- 
plained of  ? 

The  secretary  to  tub  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  Hexry  Holl.vsd;  :  Sir,  do 
complaints  have  been  made,  except  bjr 
the  I'acket  Company,  of  the  lack  of  pro- 
tection to  passengers  at  this  harbour ; 
and,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  there  is  no 
obligation  upon  the  Government,  either 
by  their  contracts  or  otherwise,  to  pro- 
vide improved  accommodation  for  pav* 
sengers  there.  As  regards  the  second 
part  of  the  Question,  I  answered  a  simi- 
lar one  a  week  ago  relating  to  Holy- 
head. In  the  case  of  Kiogatown,  the 
Packet  Company,  if  they  think  there  is 
any  risk,  should  apply  to  the  Board  of 
Works  in  Dublin,  in  whom  the  harboor 
is  vested,  and  who  would,  no  doubt,  lut, 
certain  whether  the  present  stato  of 
things  affords  reasonable  security  ti- 
the mail  packets. 
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LAW  AND  JDSTICK  (ENGLAND  AND 
WALES)— THE  IJIliCUIT  ARHANQE- 
MENTS. 

Mtt.  WAETON  osked  Mr.  Attorney 
Oenetal,  Whether  his  attention  has 
been  c^ed  to  the  following  observa- 
tions of  Mr.  Justice  Qrove,  made  on 
Saturday  the  25th  July,  during:  the  trial 
of  the  case  of  the  Triumph  Steamship 
Company  (Limited)  v.  the  Dartmouth 
Harbour  Commissioners,  viz. : — 

"  It  was  hardly  poasibla  to  euggerata  the 
incoDTeiiieiice  of  the  preseot  eystem.  He  hod 
jiut  learned  that  oa  Moaday  he  had  to  sit  in 
banco,  on  Tuesday  he  could  go  on  with  this 
case,  vhich,  howeTer,  wonld  probablr  not 
fini^  oa  that  day.  Oo  Wedneaday  ha  belieYed 
he  should  have  to  sit  at  tbe  Old  Bailey,  and 
how  long  he  would  be  detained  there  he  had 
no  idea.  All  he  could  therefore  say  was,  that 
the  further  hearing  must  stand  over  until 
Tuesday ; " 

and,  whether  he  will  consider  the  pro- 
priety of  recommending  such  an  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  Judges  as  vill 
permit  of  the  contiuaance  de  die  in 
diem  of  trials  in  the  Queen's  Bench 
Division  ?  The  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman also  asked  Mr.  Attorney  General, 
Whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
t»  the  following  observations  of  Mr. 
Baron  Huddleston,  made  on  the  39th 
July  at  Chelmsford,  vii. : — 

"He  was  aorry  that  the  new  gystam  under 
which  the  .\s8izpB  were  held  proved  so  incon- 
Tenient,  and  that,  owing:  to  the  amount  of  buai- 
nesa  he  had  to  go  through  at  Norwich  and  other 
towDB,  he  had  been  obliged  to  alter  tbe  dates 
for  holding  the  Assizes  at  Chelmsford,  Hert- 
ford,  and  Lewes  ;  and  even  now,  if  be  could 
not  obtain  the  asaistsnce  of  a  Commissioner  to 
whom  he  had  made  application  for  help,  he 
waa  afraid  he  must  again  alter  his  preBeat 
arrangemBots,  for  the  two  remaining  Judges 
were  obliged  to  stay  in  London,  one  taking 
work  at  Chambers,  and  the  other  bcinft  eneaped 
with  criminal  biuiness  at  the  Uld  Bailey,  lis 
also  referred  to  the  great  expense  that  the 
■pecial  jurors,  petty  jurors,  and  witnesses  were 
nut  to  at  having  to  remain  in  the  town  for  so 
'  ig  to  one  judge  having  to  take 
minal  business ; " 

and,  whether  he  will  consider  tlie  pro- 
priety of  recommeuding  euch  an  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  Judges  as  will 
permit  of  tbe  bueinesa  at  the  Assizes 
being  conducted  with  a  due  regard  to 
the  convenience  of  suitors,  jurors,  and 
witnesses? 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
BlcHARD  Websteh),  In  reply,  said,  that 
these  Questions  Hhould  have  been  ad- 
dressed  to  his  right   hon.  Friend  the 
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Secretary  of  Slate  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment;  but,  after  communicating  with 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  he  (the  At- 
torney General)  might  say  that  the  ar- 
rangements for  the  businoEs  of  the 
Circuits,  and  also  for  the  eittings,  in 
I.ondon,  lay  with  the  Judges  them- 
selves, who  would  now,  as  in  the  past, 
consider  tbo  interests  of  suitors  and  all 
concerned.  The  question  of  increasing 
the  number  of  Judges,  to  which  the 
hon.  aad  learned  Gentleman  who  put 
the  Question  referred,  was  ono  involv- 
ing numerous  and  serious  considera- 
tions, and  could  only  be  done  by  legis- 
lation. 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  (ANDULS) 
ACTS-PLEDRO-PNEDMONIA  (IRR- 
LAND). 
Mb.  glare  bead  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, If  he  will  state  the  number  of 
cases  of  pleuro-pneumonia  in  cattls  re- 
ported in  the  three  Dublin  Unions  dur- 
ing the  first  six  months  of  the  present 
year ;  the  number  reported  in  the  rest 
of  Ireland ;  and  also  the  number  in 
Great  Britain  during  that  period  ;  and, 
if  the  special  means  taken  by  Lord 
Spencer  to  eradicate  the  disease  from 
Dublin  have  been  attended  with  any 
success,  and  if  the  stringent  inspection 
of  cowhouses  in  that  city  will  be  con- 
tinued ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Sir 
William  Hart  Dyke)  :  Sir,  the  num- 
ber of  cases  in  the  Unions  of  the  county 
of  Dublin  was  877  ;  in  the  rest  of  Ire- 
land 24;  and  in  Great  Britain  6S7. 
There  is  no  intention  of  relaxing  the 
special  measures  adopted  by  Lord  Spen- 
cer to  eradicate  the  disease  from  the 
Dublin  district,  as  they  could  not  be 
dispensed  with  without  inconvenience 
and  danj;er.  It  is  believed  that  tbe 
result  will  be  most  satisfactory;  but  it 
is  hardly  time  yet  to  judge  of  the  full 


REGISTRY  OF  DEEDS  (IRELAND) 

ACT,  1B83. 
Mr.  FINDLATER  asked  the  Finan- 
cial Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  Whether 
ho  i.s  awai'c  that  the  operation  of  the 
Registry  of  Deeds  (Ireland)  Holidays 
Act  of  1883  has  been  practically  de- 
feated by  the  action  of  the  Treasury  in 
deducting  from  the  ordinary  leave  uf 
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the  clerks  a  number  of  (liiyn  equnt  to 
the  nuraber  of  holidajs  t-nnfeiTed  by 
the  Act;  an<i,  whether  ho  will  under- 
take that  iu  future  the  dorks  ^halt 
enjoy  not  only  the  holidays  created  by 
the  Act  of  Parliament,  but  also  the 
same  amount  of  annual  tears  as  they 
were  entitled  to  prior  to  tho  paasing  of 
the  said  Act  ? 

The  SEORETAUY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  Hknky  Holland)  :  The  hon. 
Member  put  a  similar  Question  on  March 
31,  1884,  and  the  hon.  Member  for  Lia- 
beard  (Mr.  Courtney)  then  answered  that 
the  object  of  the  Act  referred  to  was  to 
enable  this  office  to  be  closed  on  the 
same  days  as  other  offices.  The  staff 
now  get  legally  altogether  36  week  days' 
leave  in  the  year,  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Registrar,  and  also  that  of  the 
Treasury,  is  quite  sufficient,  and  as  much 
as  is  allowed  in  analogous  positions. 

ARMY- THE   ROYAL   IRISH 
FUSILIERS. 

Mr.  BIOOAR  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Wnr,  The  number  of  days  the 
Adjutant  of  the  Fusiliers  was  absent 
with  and  without  leave  from  the  termi- 
nation of  the  training  of  1864  to  the 
commencement  of  the  training  of  1882, 
and  by  whom  were  the  Regimental  duties 
performed  during  liis  absence  ;  and,  if 
an  immense  saving  to  the  Military  es- 
penditute  of  the  Country  could  be 
effected  by  dispensing  with  the  servioes 
of  those  Adjutants  attached  to  Regi- 
ments where  the  head  quarters  are  apart 
from  the  Regimental  deputa  ? 

The  secretary  ov  STATE  (Sir. 
W.  n.  SMiTir) :  Sir.  the  officer  referred 
to  has  had,  since  the  training  of  1884, 
his  ordinary  annual  leave,  and,  in  addi- 
tion, has  been  absent  by  permission  of 
his  commanding  officer  on  certain  occa- 
sioDB  from  Saturday  to  Monday.  There 
is  no  record  of  any  absence  without 
leave.  During  the  Adjutant'it  absence 
the  Quartermaster  performed  bis  duties. 
The  Adj  utants  of  detached  Militia  regi- 
ments act  as  recruiting  ofRcers,  and  for 
that  and  other  reasons  could  not  be  dis- 
pensed with  without  serious  inconve- 
nience. 

POST  OFFICE   CLHRKS. 

Mb.  BIGGAR  asked  the  Postmaster 

General,  Whether  clerks  who  have  boon 

obliged  to  eerve  from  ten  to  fifteen  years 
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in  provincial  offices,  and  are  transferred 
to  the  larger  offices  through  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  clerical  staS  of  the  office  to 
whioh  thoy  were  attached,  or  from  any 
other  cause,  are  placed  at  great  dis- 
advantages in  may  respects  in  the  offices 
to  which  they  have  been  transferred,  by 
being  made  to  rank  as  junior  to  other 
clerks  with  several  years  lees  service, 
but  who  have  been  attached  to  those 
offices  from  the  date  of  their  appoint- 
ment ;  will  he  state  what  steps  he  is  pre- 
pared to  take  to  assure,  as  in  other 
branches  of  the  Civil  Service,  to  clerks 
or  others  who  are  transferred  from  one 
office  to  another  at  the  instance  of  the 
Post  Office  Dopartment,  or  at  their  own 
request,  a  due  recognition  of  their  ser- 
vice by  granting  to  Uiem  all  those  rights 
to  which  by  seniority  they  are  entitled ; 
and,  whether  it  is  part  of  the  system  to 
subject  members  of  the  lower  grades  of 
the  Service  to  loss  of  revenue  on  transfer 
from  dne  office  to  another  without  grant- 
ing them  compensation? 

The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL 
(Lord  John  Maxnebs):  As  a  general 
rule,  I  may  say  that  derks  transferred 
from  one  office  to  another  enter  their 
new  office  below  those  who  are  already 
there  ;  but,  even  so,  a  transfer  is,  as  a 
rule,  to  their  advantage,  because  in  the 
larger  offices  there  are  prospects  which 
the  smaller  ones  do  not  afford.  In  no 
cose  does  an  officer,  by  reason  of  bis 
transfer,  sustain  loss  of  income. 

ALK.\LI,  ic.  WORKS  EEGULATIOS 
ACTS-GAS    WORKS. 

Geskhal  Sir  GEORGE  BALFOUR 
asked  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  Whether  the  provisions  of 
the  Alkali  Act  can  bo  extended  to  gas- 
works, so  that  the  preventible  nuisances 
arising  from  gas  manufacture  may  he 
stopped ;  and.  whether  his  attention  has 
been  directed  to  tho  gasworks  at  Tun- 
bridge  Wella.  in  which  the  aunual  pro- 
duction of  600  tons  of  foul  lime  and  oxide 
of  iron  han  been  abolished  ? 

Thk  president  of  the  BOARD 
(Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOi-n)  :  Whon  the  manu- 
facture of  sulphate  of  ammonia  is  carried 
on  in  connection  with  gas  works,  that 
process  is  under  inspection  under  the 
Alkali,  So.  Works  Regulation  Act. 
As  regards  gas  works  generally,  of  which 
there  are  about  2,000,  the  nuisance 
which  occasiDnally  occurs  is  one  that  can 
be  dealt  with  by  the  local  Inspector  of 
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Nuisance?,  and  it  is  not  at  prCEent  con- 
sidered oeoeMary  to  oslcnd  to  them  the 
proriaiooa  of  the  Act  referred  to.  We 
are  aware  that  at  the  gas  works  at  Tun- 
bridge  Wells  the  procase  vhich  is  known 
as  the  "Cooper  iJmeFrocesB"  liaebeen 
adopted,  this  process,  like  certaio  others, 
baiogf  intended  to  assiat  Id  the  purifica- 
tion of  gaa. 

ARMY  MEDICAL  SERVICE. 

Mr.  BEBESFOED  asked  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War,  Whether  he  would 
liave  any  objection  tolay  upon  the  Table 
of  the  House  the  names  of  the  Medical 
Offioers  of  the  Army  viho  have  returned 
from  Foreign  service  within  th»  last 
three  years,  with  the  dates  of  their  pro- 
ceeding on  Foreign  service  again  ;  and, 
to  state  the  leagth  of  Home  service  of 
each  Medical  Officer  ? 

Thb  8ECRETAEY  o?  STATE  (Mr. 
W.  H.  SmTR) :  I  am  not  prepared  to 
Uy  on  the  Table  the  Return  asked  for. 
It  is  obviously  impossible  to  convey  to 
the  House,  in  the  form  of  a  Hetum,  all 
the  circumstances  attending  an  officer's 
service  abroad,  or  of  the  emergency  that 
may  in  certain  cases  necessitate  the  cur- 
tailment of  bis  service  at  home.  I  may 
add  that,  as  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
I  hold  myself  responsible  generally  that 
the  roster  and  system  of  relief  are  fairly 
worked. 


8iK  EOBEET  FOWLER  (Lord 
Mayor)  asked  the  Postmaster  General, 
Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  to  undertake  the 
insurance  of  parcels  and  packages  when 
in  transit  through  the  Post  Office,  even 
if  these  packages  include  articles  of  com- 
mercial importance,  such  as  bonds,  secu- 
rities, and  diamonds ;  and,  if  so,  on  what 
conditions,  and  on  payment  of  what 
premiums,  these  iueurances  will  be 
effected ;  and,  whether  the  same  ad 
valorem  Stamp  Duty,  as  is  paid  in  re- 
spect of  insurances  of  such  packages  at 
the  present  time  when  forwarded  to  the 
Contine at,  Channel  Islands,  or  Ireland, 
will  be  paid  by  the  Postmaster  General 
to  Her  Majosty's  Treasury? 

Thb  POSTMASTER  GENERAL 
(Lord  Jons  M.^viters)  :  In  answer  to 
my  right  hon.  Friend  I  have  to  state 
that,  although  the  principle  of  the  in- 


5urance  of  parcels  has  been  settled,  the 
details  are  still  under  consideration. 
Some  articles  will  probably  be  excepted 
from  the  proposed  arrangement,  the 
general  conditions  of  which  will  be  that 
the  Postmaster  General,  who  is  now 
legally  exempt  from  Liability  fbr  loss  or 
damage,  will  accept  such  liability  with- 
out specific  payment  up  to  2Dt.  a  parcel, 
for  the  payment  of  Id.  up  to  £5,  and 
for  2d.  up  to  £10  a  parcel.  It  is'not 
proposed  to  pay  an  ad  vahrem  Stamp 
Duty  to  the  Treasury ;  but  all  fees  col- 
lected for  insurance  will  be  paid  in  ag 
revenue  to  the  Exchequer,  and  come 
under  Treasury  oontrol  in  the  usual 
way. 

LAW   AND  JUSTICE  (IRELAND)  — THB 

COORT  OF  QUEEN'S  BENCH  (FINES 

AND  PENALTIES  OFFIOE)-MR. 

O'BRIEN.  M.P. 

Mr.  M'OOAN  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Dublin 
Metropolitan  Police  to  make  returns  to 
the  registrar  of  the  Irish  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench  respecting  all  warrants 
lodged  in  their  hands  by  the  Court ; 
whether  it  ia  also  the  duty  of  the  re- 
gistrar to  make  half-yearly  returns  to 
the  Fines  and  Penalties  Office  of  all  fines 
imposed  by  the  Court;  whether  the 
Fines  and  Penalties  Office  is  subject  to 
the  Chief  Secretary  ;  and,  whether  any 
such  return  has  been  made,  either  by 
the  police  or  the  registrar,  in  respect  of 
a  warrant  of  the  Court  dated  July  Ist 
1884,  ordering  the  levy  of  a  fine  of 
£500  on  the  goods  of  Mr.  O'Brien,  M.P., 
or,  failing  such  goods,  his  arrest  and 
imprisonment  for  twelve  months;  and, 
if  not,  whether  he  will  inquire  into  the 
reason  of  the  default,  and  take  the  ne- 
cessary steps  to  insure  obedience  to  the 
law  in  the  matter  of  the  said  warrant  ? 

TheCUIEF  secretary  {Sir  Wil- 
liam Hart  Dyke)  :  I  believe  the  prac- 
tice is  substantially  as  described  in  tho 
Question.  I  have  already  stated  that  I 
know  nothing  of  the  history  of  this 
particular  case,  and  I  am  advised  that  I 
am  under  no  obligation,  after  alapse  of 
H  months,  to  take  actionin  regard  to  it. 
How  far  the  enforcement  of  such  a 
penalty  would  ordinarily  devolve  on  tho 
lilxecutivo  is  a  point  on  which  I  hav« 
not  particularly  informed  myself;  but 
if  the  hon.  Member  wishes  for  informa- 
tion I  would  Kuggest  that  he  should  ad- 
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The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUEK ;  I  said  it  Bhould  be  laid  before 
Parliament.  It  ia  impossible  that  a  Me- 
morandum addressed  to  the  Boyal  Com- 
misGioners  should  be  made  public  before 
the  Boyal  CommiseiunerB  themselToa 
have  received  it. 

Mr.  sexton  :  May  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Kxcheiiuer,  ^rhether  he  has  recoDsidered 
his  decision  with  reierenco  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Boyal  Commission  for 
inquiring  into  the  causes  of  the  decline 
of  the  industries  of  Ireland  f 

ThkCHANCELLOR  o¥  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  I  must  abide  by  the  ansvet 
which  I  have  already  given  in  regard  to 
this  matter.  It  is  a  matter  which  ia  en- 
tirely separate  from  the  subject  of  the 
Royal  Commission  that  ia  to  be  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  depreaaion  of 
trade. 

Mr.  BROADHUEST  asked,  whether 
any  steps  had  been  taken  to  secure  a 
proper  representation  on  the  Commis- 
sion of  the  main  industries  of  the  coun- 
try both  as  to  employers  and  employed  ? 

ThkCHANCELLOR  01- thbEXCHE- 
QUEli ;  Yes,  Sir,  such  steps  have  been 
taken  and  are  being  taken. 

EDUCATION    (IRELAND)  -  IRLSH    NA- 
TIONAL   TEACHERS-^ASSISTANT 

TEACHERS. 
Mb.  KENNY  asked  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  Whether,  in  the  event 
of  his  Government  being  in  office  next 
Session,  he  will  consider  the  necessity 
of  removing,  with  as  little  delay  as  pos- 
sible, the  anomaly  ia  the  system  of  pay- 
ment of  Irish  National  Teachers,  by 
which  assistant  teachers  are  deprived  of 
ft  considerable  part  of  the  salaries  to 
which  their  classes  entitle  them,  and  of 
maintaining  a  system  under  which  no- 
assistant  in  an  ordinary  National  School 
can  receive  more  than  a  third-class 
salary  though  he  may  have  actually 
attained  to  the  grade  of  first-class? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER, in  reply,  said,  that  no  donbt 
this  Uuestion  referred  to  a  matter  of  im- 
portance. It  was,  however,  a  matter  of 
detail  in  the  arrangements  of  the  Board 
of  National  Education  in  Ireland,  with 
which  it  was  not  his  province  to  inter- 
fere. If,  however,  any  proposal  on  the 
subject  was  brought  under  his  notii^i^ 
by  the  Board,  he  should  be  glad  to  con- 
sider it. 


dress  himself  to  some  Member  of  the  1 
late  Government,  who  were  in  Office  at  I 
the  time,  and  who,  no  doubt,  were  ad- 
vised as  to  the  legality  of  their  posi- 
tion. 

Mb.  M'COAN:  Arising  out  of  the  an- 
swer to  this  Question,  and  two  previous 
replies  on  the  same  subject,  I  desire  to 
ask  for  your  ruling,  Mr.  Speaker,  upon 
a  point  of  Order,  if  it  be  not  even  of 
Privilege.  I  desire  to  know  whether  it 
ia  not  the  right  of  Members  of  this 
House  to  put  Questions  to  Ministers ; 
and  whether,  in  replying  to  such  Ques- 
tions, it  is  consistent  with  his  reeponei- 
bility,  or  respectful  to  the  House,  for 
the  Minister  so  interrogated  either  to 
refuse  to  answer,  unless  he  be  precluded 
fiam  doing  so  in  the  public  interest, 
or  to  give  vague  and  evasive  replies, 
containing; noneof  the  informatiou  asked 
for,  although  it  is  within  his  knowledge 
or  readily  in  his  power  to  obtain  ? 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  No  question  of 
Order  can  arise  in  connection  with  the 
point  put  by  the  hon.  Member.  Of 
course,  the  hon.  Member  is  entitled  to 
put  a  Question  to  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown  ;  but  it  is  entirely  within  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Minister  to  give  it  aoy 
answer  which  he  thinks  right.  It  is  for 
him  to  judge  what  answer  should  be 
given  to  any  Question. 

ROYAL  COMSdSSION  ON  DEPRESSION 
OF  TRADE  AND  INDUSTRY— NAHES 
OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS. 

Mtt.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD  asked  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Whether 
be  can  now  state  the  names  of  the  Com- 
missioners in  the  Royal  Commission  on 
Trade  Depression;  and,  whether  the 
Memorandum,  to  which  he  referred  on 
Thursday,  witl  be  communicated  to  the 
House  before  the  end  of  the  Session? 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER, in  reply,  said,  he  was  afraid,  for 
reasons  he  gave  the  other  day,  that  he 
was  not  in  a  position  to  communicate  to 
the  House  the  names  of  the  Royal  Oom- 
missioners.  The  Memorandum  to  which 
he  previously  referred  would  have  to  be 
laid  before  the  Royal  Commission  be- 
fore it  could  be  communicated  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD :  Does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  not  remember  that 
he  promised  the  Memorandum  should 
be  laid  before  Parliament?  Does  he 
mean  the  next  Parliament? 
Sir  miliam  Eart  Pyh 
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AHKEAfiS  OF  RENT  (IREI^ND)  ACT, 
1883— CASE  OF  MR,  TEMPLEMAN, 
AQENT  TO   MR.   S.  C.  ARMSTRONG! 

Mb.  BIGOAB  asked  the  Postmaster 
General,  If  it  is  true  that,  in  November 
1882,  Mr.  C.  C.  Templeman,  agent  to 
Mr.  S.  C.  Annstroag,  of  39,  Brighton 
Square,  Rathgar,  Dublin,  did  make  a 
joint  application  and  a  joint  affidavit 
with  John  CuUen  for  the  discharge  of 
certain  arrears  of  rent  under  the  Arrears 
Act,  due  by  CuUen  out  of  a  farm  held 
by  him  in  the  townland  of  Toughery, 
county  Loitrim  ;  ia  it  true  that  the  Com- 
mistionera  sent  to  Cullen  a  statement 
that  an  order  had  been  made  for  the  dis- 
charge of  said  arrears;  is  it  true  that 
when  ilr.  Templeman  found  ha  was  not 
getting  the  full  amount  of  arrears,  bo 
vrrote  to  the  Arrears  Court  stating  that 
no  arrears  were  due  by  .CuUen,  and  that 
he  joined  in  the  application  and  affidavit 
by  mistake ;  what  was  the  purport  of 
that  letter,  and  did  the  Court  defer 
making  the  order  ;  if  the  landlord  took 
instant  action  against  Cullsn  for  the  re- 
covery of  the  tent,  and  did  the  landlord 
swear  he  joined  in  the  appUcatioa  by 
mistake,  and  on  same  occasion,  when  re- 
ceipts were  produced  differing  from  the 
rent  book,  awore  the  difference  was 
caused  by  a  mistake  of  his  in  filing  the 
receipts ;  is  it  true  that,  after  he  ob- 
tained a  decree,  he  threatened  to  put  it 
into  the  sheriff's  hands  for  execution  till 
Cullen  was  induced  to  sign  a  bill  on  the 
Ulster  Bank  for  the  full  amount;  is  it 
true  that  when  the  Arrears  Court  in- 
vestigated the  ease,  they  found  the 
arrears  were  due,  and  made  an  order 
for  the  payment  of  a  certain  sum  in  lieu 
of  said  arrears ;  is  it  true  that  money  is 
still  lying  in  the  Court  in  the  landlord's 
name,  and  that  he  or  hie  agent  will  not 
draw  it ;  and,  if  the  above  is  true,  will 
the  Oovemment  allow  the  money  to 
Cullen,  and  what  action  will  the  Qovem- 
ment  take  with  Templeman  ? 

The  postmaster  GENERAL 
(Lord  JoHir  Manheks)  :  I  know  nothing 
of  this  Question,  and  must  refer  the 
hen.  Member  to  ray  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land. 

Tbb  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmex)  said,  he 
thought  he  could  answer  the  Question. 
A  joint  affidavit  was  made,  and  at  first 
an  order  was  made  to   discharge   the 


arrears.     Afterwards  it  was  discovered 

that  the  joint  application  had  been  made 
under  a  misunderstanding,  and  this  order 
was  rescinded.  Ho  knew  nothing  of  the 
other  matters  referred  to  in  the  Ques- 
tion. It  seemed  to  him  that  there  was 
no  reason  for  taking  any  action  against 
Mr.  Templeman. 

LAW  AND  POLICE  (IRELAND)— WATER. 
FORD  FREE  FORCE. 

Mb.  p.  J.  POWER  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, What  is  the  number  of  police 
county  Waterford  is  entitled  to  as  a  Free 
Force;  how  many  of  that  Force  are  at 
present  stationed  in  the  counly ;  what  is 
the  number  of  extra  police  at  present 
quartered  in  the  county ;  what  is  the 
cost  of  the  samo  for  the  current  half- 
year  ;  on  what  grounds  is  it  thought  ne- 
cessary to  employ  these  extra  police; 
have  the  local  magistrates  been  con- 
sulted ;  and,  is  it  a  fact  that  the  num- 
ber of  cases  lotumed  for  trial  to  quarter 
sessions  and  assizes  for  the  last  half-year 
has  been  small  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Sir 
William  Habt  Dske),  in  reply,  said, 
the  Free  Force  of  Waterford  was  219, 
of  which  number  213  were  at  present 
stationed  in  the  county.  The  number 
of  extra  men  was  64,  and  the  cost  for 
the  last  half-year  for  which  the  account 
was  made  up— namely,  to  Slst  March 
last — was  £  1, 097.  The  number  of  cases 
returned  for  trial  at  the  last  Sessions  and 
Assizes  was  small ;  but  it  was  still  con- 
sidered necessary  to  give  protection  to 
several  persons  in  the  county.  The  sub- 
ject was  brought  before  the  Grand  Jury 
at  the  last  Assizes,  and  they  were  satis- 
fied that  the  extra  Force  was  still  re- 
quired. He  should  add  that  the  extra 
Force  in  that  county  bad  been  reduced 
by  40  men  since  December,  1883. 

Mr.  p.  J.  POWER  asked  whether  the 
Grand  Jury  paid  anything  of  the  money 
required ;  and,  also,  why  the  Govem- 
I  mant  could  not  rely  upon  the  ordinary 
number  of  constables,  as  was  done  in 
England? 

[No  reply.] 

REGISTRATION  OF  VOTERS  (IRELAND) 
—REVISION   6ESSI0NS-KILMAC- 

THOltAS  UNION. 

Mr.  p.  J.  POWER  asked  the  Chief 

Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
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land,  Whether,  owing  to  the  difficulty 
people  from  the  Eilmocthomas  Union 
find  in  attending  revision  seasiona  held 
in  Waterford  or  Dungarran,  it  is  in- 
tended to  hold  revision  aessioue  at  Kil- 
macthomas,  in  compliancs  with  the 
winhes  of  the  people  of  that  union  7 

The  chief  SKCRETAitY  (Sir 
AViLLiAM  Haet  Dyke)  :  Yes,  Sir  ;  Kil- 
macthomaB  has  been  established  as  a 
place  for  holding  a  Revision  Court. 

REOISTBATION  OF  VOTERS  (IRELAND) 
SUPPLEMENTAL  LISTS, 
AHHAGH  CO. 
Ma.  O'BRIEN  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  it  is  a  fact  that  one  of  the  per- 
sons entrusted  with  the  printing  of  the 
Supplemental  Lists  for  the  county  of 
Armaghis  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Orange 
Lodge  of  the  county  of  Armagh;  is  the 
paper,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  pro- 
prietors, and  in  which  the  lists  for  North 
Armagh  and  Richhill  polling  district  in 
Mid-Armagh  were  printed,  the  local 
Orange  organ ;  is  the  manager  of  that 
paper  an  Orangeman  and  Conservative 
Regietratiou  Agent,  who  acted  in  that 
capacity  at  the  last  Revision  Court  held 
in  Armagh  ;  is  it  true  that  the  Supple- 
mental Lists  for  the  polling  place  of 
Lougbgall  were  at  least  four  daya  before 
20th  July  exhibited  publicly  on  the 
oounter  of  the  shop  in  which  they  were 
printed ;  did  a  notice  appear  in  the  same 
paper  last  Saturday  that  claims  would 
be  filled  at  that  office  for  LoyaUets  and 
Conservatives;  were  the  Supplemental 
Lists  for  the  Charlemont  and  other  poll- 
ing districts  in  Mid-Armagh  exhibited 
by  Conseryative  agents  and  others  in 
these  distriets  at  least  two  days  prior  to 
the  20th  of  July ;  is  it  a  fact  that  there 
are  no  ordinary  printers  to  the  (>raud 
Jury,  and  that  the  work  is  done  by  oon- 
tract,  the  lowest  tender  being  accepted  ; 
was  a  notice  issued  by  the  Secretary  to 
the  Grand  Jury  inviting  tenders  for  so 
much  of  the  Supplemental  Lists  as  the 
Grand  Jury  had  control  of ;  were  tenders 
received  or  a  contract  entered  into  pub- 
licly ;  was  it  illegal  for  the  Secretary  to 
the  Grand  Jury  and  the  Clerk  of  the 
Crown  and  Peace  to  enter  into  a  pri- 
vate arrangement  for  disposing  of  the 
work  ;  if  so,  will  a  prosecution  be  insti- 
tuted; and,  will  there  be  any  further 
inquiry  into  the  irregularities  above 
referred  to  before  the  printing  of  the 
J/)'.  P.  J.  Pomv 


Claimants'  Lists  is  entrusted  to  the  same 
printers  ? 

Thb  chief  SECRETARY  (Sir 
William  Hart  Btke)  :  I  cannot  under- 
take to  inquire  whether  persons  are 
Orangemen  or  not;  but  if  the  hon. 
Member  will  name  the  person  he  refers 
to  in  the  first  part  of  his  Qnestioa  I 
may  be  able  to  answer  as  to  known  mat- 
ters of  fact.  Some  of  the  lists  for  North 
Armagh  were  printed  in  the  office  of 
Tht  Uhttr  OmtU,  which  is  a  Conserva- 
tive paper.  The  Clerk  of  the  Crown  and 
Peace  informs  me  that  the  lists  for 
Iioughgall  and  other  districts  were 
issued  on  the  17th  ultimo,  and  were 
largely  circulated  ;  but  he  has  no  meana 
of  knowing  where  they  were  exhibited 
after  they  left  his  office.  The  printing 
for  the  Grand  Jury  is  done  by  contract 
after  application  approved  at  Present- 
ment Sessions.  I  have  already  explained 
that  no  such  application  could  be  made 
beforehand  in  this  case,  bnt  that  the 
account  for  the  printing  must  come  be- 
fore a  future  Sessions,  when  the  Jus- 
tices and  cesspayers  will  have  full 
power  to  allow,  disallow,  or  modify  the 
accounts.  The  Clerk  of  the  Crown  and 
Peace  was  bound  to  have  the  work  exe- 
cuted. 

Mr.  O'BRIEN  asked  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  whether  he  did  not  inform 
him  that  they  were  not  Orangemen? 
He  would  now  ask  him  whether  one  of 
these  printers  was  not  Grand  Secretarj 
to  the  Orange  Lodge  of  the  county  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY:  I  am 
not  supposed  to  make  that  inquiry. 

Mr.  O'BRIEN :  I  will  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  on  what  authority  he 
undertook  to  say  that  the  printers  were 
not  Orangemen  7 

[No  reply.] 

COMUISSIONEBS    OF    CUSTOMS— 
A  RBPORT. 

Mb.  R.  H.  PAGET  asked  the  Finan- 
cial Secretary  to  the  Treaaory,  Whe- 
ther, having  regard  to  the  importance 
of  the  Twenty -eighth  Report  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue,  and 
especially  to  the  valuable  historical  re- 
trospect and  tables  of  accounts  thetvin 
oontained,  he  will  be  good  enough  to 
obtain,  from  the  Commissioners  of  Cos* 
toma,  a  generally  similar  reatrospective 
history  and  set  of  tables,  in  order  that 
full  det&Ufl  of  both  these  great  bnmchM 
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o(  revenue  may,  as  nearly  as  possible, 
be  simiiltaneoualy  laid  before  the  pub- 
Uo? 

Thb  8ECRETAKY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  Henbt  Holland)  :  I  have 
been  in  oommunicatton  vith  the  Com- 
missioners of  Customs  with  regard  to 
joj  hon.  Friend's  suggestion,  and  I  hope 
it  may  be  found  possible  to  prepare  some 
kind  of  Report  on  the  lines  of  the  recent 
Inland  Revenue  Report.  But  it  will, 
of  course,  take  some  considerable  time 
to  prepare. 

SLIGO  HARBOUR  COMMISSIONERS  — 
CHARGES  FOR  MOORING- LOAN  FOR 
IMPROVEMENTS. 

Mb.  sexton  asked  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  Whether, 
having  regard  to  the  increase  of  the 
dues  on  merchandise  agreed  to  and  put 
in  force  bj  the  SHgo  Harbour  Commis- 
sioners,  in  compliance  with  the  desire 
of  the  Treasuiy,  and  the  new  bye-law 
adopted  by  the  Board  enabling  them 
to  increase  the  charge  on  vessels  using 
the  new  moorings  from  IJrf.  to  8i.  per 
ton,  by  which  changes  it  is  estimated  the 
revenue  of  the  port  will  be  increased 
by  £600  per  aanum.  the  Treasury  will 
grant,  on  the  security  thus  improved, 
the  further  loan  applied  for  by  the  Com- 
misBioners  in  their  memorial  of  the  2Sth 
ult.,  and  so  enable  them  to  continue 
without  intermission,  and  complete,  in 
the  course  of  a  year,  the  improvement 
of  the  harbour,  which  will  otherwise 
have  to  be  suspended  for  a  time,  and 
then  proceeded  with  only  as  accumu- 
lation of  revenue  may  allow  F 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  Hekhy  Holland)  ;  Sir,  the 
application  for  a  further  loan  in  this  case 
came  as  a  surprise  upon  the  Oovern- 
ment,  having  only  been  introduced  by 
the  Harbour  Commissioners  at  the  last 
stage  of  the  correspondence.  The  Har- 
bour Commissioners  have  not  furnished 
the  Board  of  Works  with  the  usual 
statement  as  to  the  security  thoy  have  to 
offer ;  but  au  opportunity  will  be  afforded 
them  to  rectify  this  omission.  On  their 
present  information,  the  Treasury  are 
advised  that  the  security  is  not  sufhcient 
to  warrant  a  further  loan  to  the  desired 
amount.  The  repayment  of  the  instal- 
ments upon  the  principal  tbey  have 
postponed  for  five  years,  and  that  oon- 
tession  should  give  the  Board  an  imme- 
diate surplus  of  funds. 


RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS  (IRELAND)  ACT, 
1880— LOANS-CO.  DONEGAL. 
Mr.  O'BRIEN  asked  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, Whether,  at  the  Extraordinary 
Presentment  Sessions  held  in  Letter- 
keuny,  under  "  The  Relief  of  Distress 
Act,  1880,"  the  inspecting  ofhcerof  the 
Board  of  Works  cautioned  the  court  as 
to  the  extent  to  which  they  might  ap- 
prove of  public  relief  works  for  the 
parish  of  Baymunterdoney,  inasmuch 
as  a  loan  of  £800  had  been  approved  of 
to  Mr.  Wybrant  Ulpherts  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  employment  to  the  dis- 
tressed people  under  the  one  per  cent 
land  improvemeat  loan,  and  whether 
the  sessions  did  not  therefore  limit  the 
public  works  approved  of  in  that  locality; 
whether  it  is  a  fact  that  such  a  loan  of 
£800  was  only  issued  to  the  extent  of 
£320,  so  that  the  contemplated  employ- 
ment was  not  given,  although  it  was  on 
the  faith  of  the  inspecting  ofhcor's  state- 
ment that  it  was  to  be  given  that  the 
public  works  were  curtailed  ;  whether  it 
is  a  fact  that  even  the  £320  issued  was 
not  expended  in  giving  the  promised 
employment,  and  that  no  such  drainage 
works,  subsoiling,  stone  wall  building, 
or  fencing  was  carried  out  in  the  manner 
approved  of,  but  that  only  a  small  por- 
tion of  the  sum  issued  was  bo  expended, 
and  very  little  of  the  employment  pro- 
mised to  the  poor  given  ;  whether  it  is 
true  that  the  Land  Improvement  In- 
spector for  the  district,  Mr.  Edmund 
Murphy,  was  or  is  now  the  agent  to 
the  adjoining  Ards  estate,  upon  which 
the  other  loan  specified  in  Parliameutary 
Return  3(>3  was  approved,  and  whe- 
ther his  son,  an  inexperienced  young 
man  with  no  special  qualifications  as  a 
surveyor,  was  or  is  sub-agent  upon  the 
said  Ards  estate,  and  was  also,  or  is,  a 
Land  Improvement  inspector  under  the 
Board  of  Works  ;  whether  they  are  both 
magistrates  of  the  same  Petty  Sessions 
disb'ict  OS  Mr.  Olpherts  ;  whether  either 
or  both,  father  or  son,  have  oertified  the 
approval  or  expenditure  of  all  or  any  of 
the  loans  specified  in  said  Return  ;  and, 
if  so,  for  what  expenditure ;  whether 
Mr.  Wybrant  Olpherta  had  paid  up  to 
the  date  Return  263  was  called  for  the 
amount  then  due  upon  the  said  one  per 
cent  loan  ;  whether  he  will  have  an  in- 
dependent survey  made,  and  an  inquiry 
upon  oath  instituted  as  to  the  expeadi- 
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ture  under  these  loans ;  Bud,  oon  he 
state  \That  became  of  the  difference  be- 
tween the  sums  issued  and  the  sums 
expended  ? 

The  SEOEETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  Henky  HollandI  (who  re- 
plied) said :  I  will  do  my  best  to  answer 
the  numerous  points  raised  in  this  Ques- 
tion, so  far  as  they  are  known  to  the 
Department  which  I  represeot.  I  have 
no  informatioD  as  to  the  action  of  the 
Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions,  or 
as  to  the  statements  made  to  them. 
Only  £320  was  issued  to  Mr.  Olpherts 
out  of  the  sanctioned  loan  of  £800,  the 
reason  being  that  the  timeallowed  under 
the  Act  fur  execution  of  the  works  ex- 
pired before  a  further  instalment  was 
applied  for.  Out  of  this  smaller  amount 
£285  was  formally  certified  to  have  been 
expended,  and  the  Board  of  Works  are 
satisfied  that  the  whole  of  the  balance 
and  more  was  expended  on  drainage 
and  other  works  employing  labour. 
But,  as  doubts  have  been  thrown  upon 
the  correctness  of  this  view,  an  officer  of 
the  Board  will  visit  the  place  at  an 
early  date,  and  will  form  an  independent 
judgment  upon  the  facts.  Mr.  E.  Murphy 
and  Mr.  J.  F.  Murphy  were  temporary 
Inspectors  under  the  Belief  of  Distress 
Acts,  but  I  believe  are  no  longer  in  the 
service  of  the  Board  of  Worts,  The 
former  certified  to  the  expenditure  under 
the  loana  to  Lord  Leitrim  and  Mr. 
Olpherts  ;  but  I  have  no  information  as 
to  other  occupations  of  either  gentleman. 
Mr.  Olpherts  has  paid  the  rent-charge 
on  account  of  his  loan  to  the  last  gali 
day. 

Mb.  O'BRIEN :  Will  the  calculated 
date  of  the  visit  of  the  Board  of  Works 
representative  be  made  known,  so  that 
the  ratepayers  may  be  able  to  be  repre- 
sented on  the  occasion  of  the  inquiry. 

Tire  SKOREIARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY:  Yes,  Kir;  Notice  shall  be 
given. 

POST  OFFICE  (IRELAND)— SUNDAY 
MAIL  TO  ACHILL  ISLAND. 

Mk.  BIOOAR  asked  the  Postmaster 
General,  What  reply  has  been  given 
the  Memorial  praying  for  a  Sunday 
mail  to  Achill  Island  ;  and,  whether,  as 
the  convenience  asked  for  would  ser 
distriot  extending  over  thirty  miles,  and 
oonvanience  a  population  of  20,000 
people,  the  facilities  demanded  can  be 
granted  ? 

Mi:  O'JiritH 
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The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL 
(Lord  Joux  Matthers)  :  The  Memorial 
for  a  Sunday  post  to  Achill  Island  waa 
refused  on  the  ground  that  the  week- 
day service  was  only  maintained  at  a 
cost  considerably  greater  than  the  corre- 
spondence, according  to  the  usual  rule, 
would  warrant,  and  that  there  was  no 
surplus  revenue  available  to  cover  the' 
cost  of  a  Sunday  service.  I  regret  that, 
the  circumstances  remaining  unaltered, 
I  am  not  prepared  to  depart  tronx  the 
conclusion  arrived  at. 


POST  OFFICE  (IRELAND)— SORTERS  DC 
IRISH  ILAIL  TRAINS. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON  asked  the  Post- 
master  General,  Whether  the  sorters 
employed  in  the  Irish  Mail  trains  are  la 
receipt  of  eight  pence  per  hour  pro- 
mised by  the  late  Postmaster  General ; 
whether  it  is  a  fact  that  he  promised 
that  this  allowance  would  be  made  with- 
out any  deductions  for  Sundays ;  and, 
whether  this  promise  is  being  observed 
at  the  present  time  ? 

Tira  POSTMASTER  GENERAL 
(Lord  John  Mahnebs)  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber's Question,  if  I  understand  it  aright, 
refers  to  Sunday  duty  in  the  travelling 
post  offices  in  Ireland.  The  travelling 
sorters  in  Ireland,  excepting  those  be- 
tween Dublin  and  Cork,  are  paid,  under 
certain  limits,  for  all  work  done  on  Sun- 
day at  the  rate  of  Sd.  for  every  hour  in 
excess  of  eight  hours  in  a  month  of  four 
Sundays.  The  sorters  between  Dublin 
and  Cork  are  excluded  from  this  ar- 
rangement, because  their  rates  of  re> 
mnneration  are  already  exceptionally 
high. 

Me.  O'BRIEN  asked,  whether  the 
promise  made  by  the  late  Postmaster 
General  (Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre)  had  been 
carried  out  ? 

The  POSTMASTER  GENEEALsaid. 
he  knew  nothing  of  that. 

Mr.  O'BRIEN  said,  he  would  remind 
the  noble  Lord  that  this  was  a  portion 
of  the  Question  on  the  Paper. 

Tub  POSTMASTER  GENERAL :  I 
will  inquire  into  that  particular  point 

ARMY— ROYAL    MILITARY    ACADKMT, 
WOOLWICH— MEAL  HOURS  OF 
CADETS. 
Sib  henry  TYLER  asked  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  War,  ^V^lether  he 
will  kindly  inquire  whether  mj  i 
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have  been  taken  to  alter  the  times  for 
meals  of  the  gentlemen  cadets  of  the 
Boyal  Military  Aoadem;  at  Woolwich, 
especially  in  regard  to  the  interval  of 
six  hours  and  twenty  minutes  between 
breakfast  and  luncheon,  &om  7.55  a.m. 
to  2.15  p.m.  ? 

Tke  SEOEETAET  oy  STATE  (Mr. 
W.  H.  SxiTH) :  In  reply  to  this  Ques- 
tion I  will  moke  a  quotation  from  the 
Eoport  of  the  Board  of  Visitors,  which  I 
have  this  day  presented  to  tiie  House- 

"The  Board  wore  much  gratifisd  to  notice 
thkt  thej  (the  codats)  did  not  dispU;  to  an; 
extent  tbe  pole  and  jaded  appeantDce  tbey 
■bowed  Uit  jeer.  On  the  contraiy,  they 
looked  amert,  end  preiented  generally  b  bright 
and  healthy  loolt.  Tbe  improTeraent  may,  to 
tome  eKtent,  have  been  caused  by  the  entire 
change  which  ha«  taken  place  in  Uieir  dietary. 
A  complete  alteration  hkg  been  made  in  this 
napect;  and  in  place  of  breakfast  at  7  a.m., 
early  iDseh  at  11.80,  and  dinner  at  2.1o,  a  cold 
meat  lonoheon  at  l.Ifi,  and  a  very  good  late 
dfamer  at  7.1fi,  are  provided  for  the  cadel«,  the 
breakfait  hour  being  now  at  7.>0  a. 

BQTPT  (THE  SOUDAN)— THE  SUASIN- 
BEHBEK  RAILWAY. 

BiK  HENRY  TYLER  asked  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  War,  Whether  Her 
Uajes^'s  Oovemment  have  yet  con- 
ndered  the  question  of  completing  the 
Snakin-Berber  Railway,  and  the  com- 
munication by  steamers  between  Berber 
And  Khartoum,  with  a  view  to  opening 
out  the  commerce  of  and  conferring  the 
blessings  of  civilization  upon  Central 
Alrica  ;  and,  whether  tbey  will  be  pre- 
pared at  proper  times  and  seasons  to 
proceed  with  and  carry  out  that  policy  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Suth)  :  There  is  no  immediate 
intention  of  proceeding  with  the  railway 
towards  Berber  ;  indeed,  I  may  remind 
the  hon.  Member  that  a  considerable 
part  of  both  plant  and  material  have 
been  brought  back  to  this  country  at 
great  expense.  The  remainder  of  the 
Question  has  reference  to  &  subject  of 
far  greater  magaitude  than  could  be 
dealt  with  in  any  ordinary  answer  to  a 
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Ma.  T.  P.  O'CONNOR:  I  wish  to 
ask  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  advise  the  Auditor  Qoneral  to 
charge  the  Members  of  the  late  Admi- 
nistration with  the  oxpensQB  of  this 
foolish  fiasco  F 

[No  reply.] 

VOL.     CCC.      [tHIBD  BEBIE8.] 


BGYPT-THE  MILITAHT  EXPEDITIGN 
—TEE  TROOPS  AT  SUAKIN. 

Mr.  JAMES  STUART  asked  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  War,  Whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  follow- 
ing extract  from  a  Letter,  dated  8th  July, 
received  from  a  young  officer  stationed 
at  Snakin,  and  publiwed  in  the  news- 
papers: — 

"  Behold  the  average  temperatnre  of  the  last 
fortnight  in  a  mess  hut,  vitn  double  roof  and 
aidei;  maiimum,  llO-SS"  Fahr. ;  minioium, 
91-4fi'>  Fahr.  We  have  a  death  every  day 
nearly  from  sunitrobe.  heat,  apoplexy,  or 
typhoid.     I  am  very  well  but  for  a  feehng  of 

Ciral  limpneu,  which  we  all  experience, 
ven  prevent  as  from  an  autumn  campaign. 
The  last  Btraw— one  ioe  ship  disabled,  the  other 
ordered  off  —  no  more  ic6  from  to-monow. 
Sick  percentage  —  Ii^uropcan,  20  per  cent.; 
Indian,  IS  per  cant.  The  place  ia  not  fit  for  ft 
dog  to  live  in;  " 

whether  there  is  any  truth  in  the  prin- 
cipal statements  contained  in  this  ex- 
tract; and,  whether  the  Goventment 
are  now  prepared  to  consider  the  ad- 
visability of  withdrawing  from  Suakin 
without  further  delay  the  remainder 
of  the  British  troops  still  stationed 
there? 

Mr.  R.  PRESTON  BRUCE  (for 
Mr.  Francxs  Buxton)  also  asked,  What 
number  of  British  Troops,  Egyptian 
Troops,  or  Indian  Troops,  still  remain  at 
Suakin  ;  whether  it  is  intended  by  the 
Government  that  they  shall  remain  there 
permanently,  or  when  they  will  be  with- 
drawn; what  is  the  state  of  health  of 
the  garrison  now  at  Suakin  ;  and,  what 
policy  Her  Majesty's  Government  in- 
tends to  pursue  with  regard  to  that 
place? 

The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith)  :  The  recorded  tempe- 
rature at  Graham's  Point,  Suakin,  from 
the  4th  to  the  10th  of  July  inclusive, 
averaged  978  degrees  at  9  a.u.  and 
102-4  degrees  at  3  p.m.  As  regards 
sickness  among  European  troops,  the 
percentage  for  the  weekending  July 3 
was  I2'4,  and  for  the  following  week 
I6'7,  which  included  invalids  sent  home. 
During  the  same  weeks  the  deaths  were 
12 — namely,  six  from  enteric  fever  and 
six  from  sunstroke.  There  were  no 
Returns  received  here  as  to  the  Indian 
troops.  I  have  received  a  telegram 
showuig  how  matters  stood  on  the  33rd 
ef  July.  The  British  strength  was  930, 
of  whom  133  were  sick,  showing  14-3 
percent;  health  indifferent;  prevailing 
3  E  IH^IC 
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diseases,  fever  and  ueirous  ealiaustion 
from  lieat;  enteric  fever  mnoli  less; 
veather  cooler  during  last  few  days, 
heeltboonsequently  improved,  but  varies 
■with  temperature.  Native  troops- 
Strength,  2,405;  sick,  161,  giving  6-7 
'per  cent;  health  fair.  Steps  are  now 
being  taken  for  the  immediate  relief  of 
the  European  troops,  and  no  more  will 
be  retained  at  Buakin  than  are  indis- 
pensable  for  the  defence  of  the  place. 

CoLOHEi.  KINQ-HAEMAN  asked  as 
to  the  steps  being  taken  to  relieve  the 
Bengal  troops,  who  were  suSeringgreat 
hardships  ? 

The  SECRETAItY  of  STATE,  in 
reply,  said,  steps  were  being  taken  to  re- 
lieve the  Indian  troops  in  the  month  of 
October.  The  Sikh  Begiment  would  cer- 
tainly be  relieved  then ;  but  be  oould 
not  then  say  whether  the  let  Battalion 
of  the  Shropshire  Begiment  would  leave 
Suakin  altogether,  or  whether  part  of 
it  would  be  sent  to  Cyprus,  and  then 
go  back  to  Suakin. 

TREATY  OF  BERLIN,  ARTICLE  LXI— 
REFORMS  IN  ARMENIA. 

Ha.  H'OOAN  asked  the  Under  Se- 
cretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Wbetlter  Her  Majesty's  present  Oovem- 
ment  has  taken,  or  intend  to  take,  any 
steps  to  indnoe  the  Forte  to  earry  out 
the  reforms  in  Armenia  which  were 
made  obligatory  upon  it  by  Article  61 
of  the  Treaty  of  Berlin  ;  and,  whether, 
ainoe  the  conclusion  of  that  Treaty,  the 
Powers  have,  as  stipulated,  received 
any  communieation  from  tbe  Porte  re- 
specting the  application  of  those  re- 
forms ;  and,  if  not,  whether  any  instruo- 
tion  on  the  subieot  will  be  given  to  the 
Sight  honourable  Member  for  Forte- 
moutli  on  the  oooasion  of  his  intended 
mission  to  Constantinople  and  Cairo  ? 

Ma.  BRYCE  asked  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Whe- 
ther Her  Majesty's  GoTemment  have 
taken,  or  propose  shortly  to  take,  any 
steps  to  recall  the  attention  of  the  Otto- 
man Porte  to  the  engagements  it  con- 
tracted by  the  sixty-first  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Berlin,  to  introduce  various 
reforms  into  the  condition  of  Armenia, 
and  to  press  upon  it  the  importanoe  of 
fnlfillingthose engagements  ;  and,  when 
further  Papers  relating  to  Armenia  and 
Asiatic  Turkey,  in  continuation  of  Tur- 
key, No.  6,  1881,  will  be  presented  to 
the  House  f 

Mr.  W.  M.  Smith 


The  TTNDEE  SECHETABT  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Botjkze):  In  reply  to 
the  Question  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Wioklow  {Mr.  M'Ooan),  I  have  to  say 
tiiat  Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
not  had  time  to  examine  the  position  of 
this  question  sufficiently  to  enable  them 
to  take  any  action  in  the  matter  at  pre- 
sent. Correspondenoa  has  taken  place 
between  the  British  Government  and 
Majesty'e  Ambassador  at  Con- 
stantinople as  regards  tbe  latter  part  of 
the  Question  of  the  hon.  Member.  The 
matter  is  one  which  will  not  be  lost 
sight  of  by  Her  Majesty's  Government ; 
but  it  is  not  in  the  interests  of  the  Public 
Servicetostatenowwhothertheright  hon . 
Member  for  Portsmouth  (Sir  H.  Drum- 
mond  "Wolff)  will  receive  instructions 
upon  the  subject  or  not.  Inanswertothe 
Question  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Tower  Hamlets  (Mr,  Bryce),  I  have  to 
say  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
had  no  favourable  opportunity  since  their 
acceBsion  to  Office  of  bringing  the  ques- 
tion before  the  Porte ;  and  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  there  are  other 
Articles  in  the  Treaty  of  Berlin,  heeidea 
the  eist,  securing  benefits  to  Turkey 
which  have  remained  in  abeyance.  With 
respect  to  further  Papers,  Her  Majee^'a 
Government  have  not  had  an  opportu* 
nity  of  examining  the  Correspondence 
witii  sufficient  care  to  enable  them  to 
state  whether  or  not  they  will  be  pre- 
sented at  present- 

WAT8  AND  MEANS-IKLAND  REVENUE 
— QROOEKS'  LICENCES  (IRELAND). 
Colonel  NOLAN  asked  Mr.  Cbao- 
oellor  of  the  Exchequer,  If  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  the  fact  that  in  Ire- 
land a  large  number  of  those  who  deal 
in  spirits  and  beer  deal  also  in  groceries 
and  soft  goods,  and  that  often  but  a 
fraction  of  the  s^ace  of  the  shop  is  used 
for  the  sale  of  liquor ;  i^  in  such  casea, 
tbe  licensed  victuallers,  instead  of  being 
rated  for  Lioenoe  Duty  in  proportion 
only  to  that  part  of  the  premises  do- 
voted  to  the  sale  of  liquor,  Duty  is 
often  assessed  as  if  the  whole  shop  were 
devoted  to  the  sale  of  liquor ;  ana,  if  he 
would  give  directions  that  the  lioenoes 
should,  in  mixed  shops,  be  proportioned 
to  the  value  of  that  part  only  which  is 

used  for  the  sale  of  liquor  ?  

The  CHANOELLOE  of  theEXCHE- 
QUER,  in  reply,  said,  he  believed  that, 
as  a  fact,  it  was  not  anoommon  for 
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grown'  ihopi  in  Ireland  to  be  used  in 
the  monnei  described  in  the  Question  of 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman ;  but 
he  thought  it  wuver^r  doubtful  whether 
it  was  desirable  to  do  anything  that 
wonld  tend  to  increase  that  practice.  He 
might  stato  it  was  the  rule,  not  only 
in  Ireland,  but  throi^hout  the  United 
Kingdom,  that  the  lacence  Tfaty  was 
fixed  with  reference  to  the  annual  value 
of  the  whole  of  the  premises,  and  there 
would  be  a  praetical  difficulty  in  adopt- 
ing the  change  suggested  in  theQuestion. 

POST    OFFICE— MAILS  TO   THE 
WESTERN  ISLANDS. 

LoBO  COLIN  OAUFBELL  asked  the 
Postmaster  (General,  Whether  any,  and, 
if  any,  what  arrangemeat  has  been  made 
to  accelerate  the  Mails  to  the  Western 
Islands? 

The  postmaster  GENERAL 
(Lord  JoHK  Maknbbb),  in  reply,  said, 
that  the  sabjeot  was  now  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Treasury. 

GENEEAL  QOttDOK- DESIGN  FOR  A 
STATUE. 

Mr.  MITCHELL  HENRY  asked  the 
First  Commissioner  of  Works,  Whether 
there  is  to  be  a  publio  competition  for 
the  design  of  the  contemplated  statue  to 
the  late  General  Gordon,  or  a  restrioted 
competition  amongst  a  carefully  selected 
list  of  sculptors ;  or,  on  the  other  hand, 
whether  the  work  is  to  be  given  by  the 
GoTemment  to  some  one  sculptor  on  its 
own  responsibility  ? 

Thb  first  COMMISSIONER  {Mr. 
Pluiteet)  :  The  question  of  the  best 
way  of  obtaining  designs  is  still  under 
consideration,  and  if  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber will  favour  me  with  his  views  on 
the  subject,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to 
confer  with  him.  Whatever  plan  is 
oltimatoly  adopted  must,  of  course,  be 
BO  entirely  on  the  responsibility  of  the 
Government. 

Me.  MITOHELL  HENRY  asked 
whether  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  would 
undertake  that  no  definitive  stops  should 
be  taken  for  the  erection  of  the  statue 
until  the  next  Parliament  had  met  ? 

Thb  FIRST  COMMISSIONER:  I 
certainly  will  not  give  any  such  pledge. 

EEGISTEATION  OF  VOTERS  (IRELAND) 

ACT-CO.  ANTRIM. 

Mb.  SEXTON  asked  the  Chief  »ecra- 

taiy  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
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Whether  the  Irish  Government  are 
aware  that  in  North  Antrim,  and  in 
other  parts  of  Ireland,  claimants  and 
other  persons  intorested  in  the  register- 
ing of  Parliamentary  voters  find  it  im- 
possible to  obtain  from  clerks  of  the  peace 
and  clerks  of  unions  the  information  and 
facilities  directed  by  the  IrishReg^stration 
Act  of  the  present  Session  to  be  afforded; 
and,  whether,  considering  the  urgent 
pressure  of  time,  the  Irish  Government 
will  immediatoty  direct  the  attention  of 
the  otBcials  concerned  to  the  duties  oast 
upon  them  by  the  Stotute  with  regard 
to  supplying  forms,  and  to  the  inspec- 
tion and  sale  of  lists,  and  will  warn 
them  of  the  penalties  of  fine  and  dis- 
missal attending  violation  or  neglect  of 
duty?  The  hon.  Member  said,  further, 
that  he  wished  to  put  a  farther  Question 
on  the  subject,  which  was  one  which 
concerned  not  only  Antrim,  but  all 
other  parts  of  Ireland.  The  Notices 
whicih  should  have  been  supplied  on 
the  22nd  of  last  month  had  not  yet  been 
produced ;  and  he  wished  to  ask,  firstly, 
whether  penalties  of  fine  and  disaussal 
would  not  be  imposed  upon  the  default- 
ing officials;  and,  secondly,  whether 
the  claims  of  the  rotors  would  not 
thereby  be  invalidated  ?  He  would  ask 
also,  whether,  under  the  circumstances 
which  he  had  mentioned,  the  period  for 
inspection  would  not  be  extended  beyond 
the  stotutory  period  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Sir 
WnjjAU  Habt  Htkx)  :  In  answer  to 
the  hon.  Member,  so  far  as  I  know, 
no  complaints  on  this  subject  have 
reached  the  Government,  and  I  believe 
tho  officials  are  Ailly  aware  of  the 
duties  incumbent  upon  them  under  the 
Statute.  The  lattor  part  of  the  Question 
of  the  hon.  Member  clearly  has  refer- 
ence to  matters  of  fact,  and  no  such 
facts  have  yet  been  brought  before 
me. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  As  this  is  a  matter 
of  extreme  importance,  I  must  put  a 
Question  to  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land. Has  he  any  communication  to 
make  as  to  why  the  lists  were  not  pub- 
lished on  the  22nd  of  last  month ;  and, 
will  the  Irish  Government  take  any 
stops  to  hold  the  officials  responsible  for 
that  fault  ?  I  will  also  ask  whether  the 
specified  time  for  establishing  a  claim 
will  not  he  extended  until  Me  4th  of 
August— to-morrow  ?  ^ 
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Th»  attorney  GENEBAL  poe 
IBELAND  (Mr.  Holheb),  in  repl;, 
■aid,  Hiat  he  vould  be  prepared  to  reply 
to>morroir. 

EaYPT  (THE  BOUDAN)— BATTLE  OF 
ABU  ELEA. 

8ia  WALTER  B.  B  ABTTELOT  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Whether 
any  Despatch  was  received  from  Sir 
Herbert  Stewart,  after  the  Battle  of 
Abu  Hlea,  givini;  an  aoootmt  of  the  be* 
haviour  of  the  Troops  ander  his  oom> 
maud ;  and,  if  suoh  Despatch  vas  sent 
and  received,  whether  he  irill  lay  it 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House  ? 

Tee  SECRETARY  op  STATE  (Mr. 
W.  H.  SutTH) :  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Baronet  will  find  the  despatch  in  the 
Egyptian  Papers,  No.  9,  at  page  4. 

LA,W  AND  JUSTICE  (IBELAND)— UB.  V- 

FALEDTER,  Q.O.,  RBCOBDBB  OF 

DUBLIN. 

Ub.  SEXTON  aaked  the  Ohief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  the  attention  of  the  Irish  Go- 
vernment, or  of  the  Irish  Judiciary,  has 
been  drawn  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  Frede- 
rick Falkiner,  Q.O.,  Beoorderol  Dublin, 
in  sentencing  a  grocers' assistant,  said — 

"  Hs  beliGTed  there  wu  an  idea  exiatiDg 
among  grooara'  auiRtanta  that  they  could  keep 
to  UienuelTN  their  eaiplo;en'  moosy  ; " 
and,  whether  the  Irish  Oovemment,  or 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  will  make  any  re- 
presentation to  the  Recorder  of  Dublin 
on  the  impropriety  of  such  remark  7 

The  CHIEF  BECBETAEY  (Sir 
William  Hakt  Dtxb)  :  I  do  not  know 
whether  this  quotation  is  correct  or 
not.  The  Recorder  is  a  Judge  of  in- 
dependent position,  and  the  Eieoutive 
Government  and  the  Lord  Chancellor 
have  no  power  or  right  to  question 
or  impugn  the  language  in  which  a 
Judge  conveys  his  decisions. 

ABMT— UNE  BATTALIONB  OH  FOBEIGN 
8ERVICE-THE  ROYAL  IEU8H  AND 

THE  EAST  SUBEEY. 
Me.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Whether  he 
has  observed  the  very  long  periods  for 
which  certain  line  battalions  have  been 
kept  on  foreign  servioe,  especially  the 
Ist  battalion  Royal  Irish  and  the  2nd 
battalion  East  Surrey,  each  of  which 
ref^ments  has  nowtwo battalions  abroad; 
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and,  if  be  will  direct  that  arrangements 
be  made  for  their  early  relief? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  {Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith)  :  The  two  battalions  re- 
ferred to  will  be  among  the  first  to  oome 
home  whenever  the  garrison  of  Egypt 
can  be  reduoed. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE   (ENGLAND   AND 

WALES)— RELEASE  OF  BRIGG8, 

A  CONVICT. 

Mb.  HOPWOOD  asked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  Whe- 
ther it  is  true  that  Briggs  was  tried  at 
Leicester  Assizes  last  November,  con- 
victed of  starving  his  wife  to  death,  and 
sentenced  to  twenty  years'  penal  serri- 
tude ;  whether  the  medical  evidence 
given  at  the  trial  was  found  on  further 
inquiry  to  be  erroneous  and  misleading ; 
and,  whether  Her  Majesty  was  advised 
to  pardon  the  unfortunate  man,  aa  in- 
nocent? 

The  secretary  op  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AssEETON  CEoaa),  in  reply,  said,  that 
he  believed  Briggs  had  not  been  par- 
doned, but  was  rdeased  on  licence. 

EGYPT  (INTEBNAL  ADMINISTRATION) 
—USE  OP  THE  EOURBASH  AND 
FORCED  LABOUR. 
Us.  VILLIERS  STUART  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  Stato  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  he  is  aware  that,  in 
the  more  remoto  provinces  of  Egypt,  the 
arbitrary  and  capricious  use  of  the  kour- 
bash still  continues;  that  no  progress 
has  yet  been  made  in  reforming  the 
systom  of  forced  labour ;  that  the  pea- 
santry are  still  compelled  under  the  lash 
to  excavate  canals  with  their  fingers  ; 
that  neither  tools  nor  food  nor  shelter 
are  provided  for  them  ;  that  no  stepa 
have  been  taken  to  deal  with  the  evua 
of  village  usury,  or  to  emancipato  the 
peasantry  from  its  baneful  oonsequencea ; 
that  these  and  other  reforms  necessary 
for  the  development  and  prosperity  of 
the  County  have  remained  in  abeyance 
owing  to  the  bankrupt  condition  of  the 
Egjrptian  Treasury ;  and,  whether,  now 
that  the  financial  difficulties  have  been 
earmountod.  Her  Majesty's  Government 
are  prepared  to  press  forward  oU 
urgently  needed  reforms,  and  to  win 
thereby  the  good-will  of  the  Egyptian 
people  ? 

Thb  UNDERSBCRETARYofSTATE 
(Mr.  BoUBKE^,  after  thanking  the  hon. 
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If  ember  for  sending  him  communicatione 
coDt&ining  information  on  the  subject, 
and  also  reminding  him  of  some  anewen 
which  were  givea  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment witb  regard  to  this  eubjeot,  said, 
he  could  find  no  record  at  all  in  the 
Foreign  Office  which  corroborated  in 
any  way  the  statements  in  the  Question 
of  tbe  bon.  Member. 


Me.  ATKINSON  aeked  the  Secretary 
to  the  Board  of  Trade,  If  be  will  lay 
upon  the  Table  Copy  of  any  Communi- 
cations which  may  have  been  received 
at  the  Board  of  Trade,  from  Shipping 
or  other  Associations,  protesting  against 
the  proposed  issue  of  evidence  given  on 
behalf  of  the  Board  of  Trade  before  the 
Boyal  Commisaion  on  I/Oss  of  Life  at 
Sea,  until  the  evidence  on  tbe  other  aide 
of  the  question  be  also  fully  taken  ? 

The  9E0RETART  to  the  BOAED 
(Baron  Henry  De  Woaua) :  In  answer 
to  the  Question  of  the  ban.  Member,  I 
have  to  aay  that  communications  have 
been  received  from  the  General  Ship- 
owners' Society  and  tbe  Hull  Incorpo- 
rated Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Ship- 
ping, protesting — 

"AgalnBt  tto  publication  of  the  ai  inlirim 
Report  of  Evidence  taken   before   the   Boyal 
CommiBsion  on  Sbippiog,  on  the  potoA  of  i'~ 
tx   p»rU  chnrecter,  the  Board  of  Trade  ca 
having  becQ  prsiented  and  but  a  small  poitii 
of  the  Shipownen'  nfly  having  b«en  aa  ;et 

The  Central  Executive  of  Shipowners  of 
the  United  Kingdom  have  forwarded  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  copies  of  two  letters 
which  they  have  addressed  to  the  Chair- 
man of  tbe  Boyal  Commission  on  the 
Bubject.  Without  expressing  an  opinion 
as  to  the  enedienoy  of  such  partial 
publication,  1  would  point  out  to  tbe 
bon.  Member  that  the  matter  rests 
entirely  with  tbe  Commission,  and  that 
the  Board  of  Trade  have  no  power 
whatever  to  prevent  or  postpone  tbe 
publication  of  the  Report,  or  of  any 
portion  of  it.  I  have  no  objection  to  lay 
OB  tbe  Table  copies  of  the  two  letters 
referred  to  in  the  first  part  of  my 
aoBwer. 

EDUCATION  (IRELAND)-THE  MODEL 
SCHOOL,  KILKENNY. 
Mb.  MAItUM  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  tbe  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  the  Infant  Department  of  tbe 


Model  School  of  the  distriit  of  Kil- 
kenny has  not  been  amalgamated  with 
the  Female  Department;  whether  the 
Model  School  Farm  of  the  same  district 
has  not  been  surrendered,  and  agricul- 
tural training  and  teaching  has  not 
ceased;  and,  why  the  Model  School 
appears  upon  the  face  of  the  Estimates 
for  Public  Education  this  year  in  its 
normal  aspect  ? 

The  CHIEF  8ECEETAEY  (Sir 
WmJAM  Haet  Dyke)  :  In  answer  to 
the  hon.  Member,  I  have  to  say  that  the 
Kilkenny  Model  School  only  appears  on 
the  face  of  the  Estimate  for  tbe  amount 
required  for  the  boys'  school,  and  the 
amalgamated  girls'  and  infants'  school ; 
no  charge,  therefore,  appears  in  the  Esti- 
mate for  the  model  school  farm  which 
has  ceased  to  exist. 

EEGISTRATION  OF  VOTERS  (lEELAND) 
—LISTS  OP  V0TEK8-DEHHY. 
Mb.  O'BEIEN  asked  tbe  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  it  is  the  case  that  a  high  hoard* 
ing  has  been  erected  aronnd  the  dispen- 
sary house  in  William  Street,  Derry,  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  obstruct  the  public 
view  of  tbe  lists  there  exhibited  of 
persons  returned  as  entitled  to  be 
registered  under  the  Bepreeentation  of 
the  People  Act ;  and,  whether  measures 
will  be  taken  to  have  the  obstruction 
removed  or  tbe  lists  better  displayed  ? 

The  CHIEF  8ECEETAET  (Sir 
William  Habt  Dteb):  I  have  made 
inqniriesand  cannot  find  that  there  ia  any 
foundation  for  this  statement.  On  the 
contrary,  I  am  assured  that  there  is  not, 
and  has  not  been,  any  such  obstruction 
as  that  indicated. 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT— COLLEGE 
OF  ABERTSTWITH. 

Mr.  morgan  LLOYD  asked  tbe 
Vice  President  of  the  Council,  Whether 
it  is  trae,  as  stated  in  a  local  paper,  that 
tbe  Government  have  made  up  their 
minds  to  give  an  additional  grant  to  the 
College  of  Aberystwith ;  and,  whether 
they  have  made  provision  for  giving  the 
increased  grant  in  the  present  year  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  (Mr.  E. 
Stanhoi-b),  in  reply,  said,  that  the  sub- 
ject referred  to  in  the  Question  was 
under  the  consideration  of  tbe  Govern- 

Iinent,  and  ho  was  not  yet  in  a  position 
to  announce  the  decision  at  which  they 
had  arrived. 
i  X,oogk 
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PARLIAMENT— BUSINESS   OF   THE 
HOUSE. 

8iE  WILLIAM  HAECOUET  :  I  de- 
sire to  ask  Mr.  Cliancellor  of  tbo  Exche- 
qaer,  "Whether  he  can  inform  the  House 
vhat  Busineas  will  be  taken  to-niorrow? 

The  CHANOELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUEB :  I  think  the  principal  Business 
to-morrow,  if  we  finisli  the  Committee 
on  the  Criminal  Law  Amendment  Bill 
this  evening,  as  I  hope  we  may,  and  take 
a  stage  of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
Bill,  would  be  the  Irieh  Land  Purchase 
Sill,  and  the  Federal  Council  of  Aus- 
tralasia Bill. 

Me,  Seiueaiit  SIMON  asked  when 
the  Criminal  Law  Amendment  Bill  would 
be  taken  on  Eeport  ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUHiB :  I  should  hope  on  Wednesday. 

Mr.  NEWDEGATE  asked  whether 
the  GoTemment  intended  to  take  any 
other  Business  on  Wednesday? 

The  CHANCELLOEof  the  EXCHE- 
GUEE :  Wednesday  is  now  a  Govern- 
ment day. 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION— THE  NEW 
COMMISSIONERS. 

CoLOKEL  KINQ-HAEMAN  asked.  If 
the  Oovernmout  intended  to  ^ive  the 
names  of  the  two  new  Commiesioneie  to 
be  appointed  ? 

The  CHANCELLOE  ofthe  EXCHE- 
QUEE,  in  reply,  said,  he  could  not  give 
any  undertaking  on  the  subject  yet. 

LAW   AND    JUSTICE   (ENGLAND    AND 
WALES)— THE  JBFFKEYS'  CASE- 
MR.  EDLIN  (ASSISTANT 
JUDGE). 
Mr.  CALLAN  said,  thnt,  seeing  the 
right  hoa.  Gentleman    the  late  Home 
Secretary  (Sir  William  Harcourt)  in  his 
place,  he  wished  to  put  a  Question 
him  with  reference  to  his  statement 
Friday  night,  that  he  knew  nothing  of 
the  prosecution  of   the  Jeffreys'   case, 
that  it  was  not  conducted  by  tlie  police, 
but  by  the  local  authorities.     He  (Mr. 
Gallan)  wished  to  ask,  Whether  it  waa 
not  the  fact  that  the  local  authorities — 
namely,    the  Chelsea  Vestry — took   no 
part  in  that  prosecution  any  more  than 
the    Home    Office  F      He    also  asked, 
Whether   a  representative    from    the 
Home  Office  did  not  attend   on   the 
third  oocaeioD  at  the  Police  Court ;  whe- 
ther he  did  not  make  a  report  to  hia 


siiporiora;  and,  if  so,  what  was  its 
nature ;  why  did  the  late  Home  Secre- 
tary not  direct  the  Public  Prosecutor  to 
intervene  in  that  scandalous  and  abo- 
minable case ;  whether  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  still  adhered  to  hie  statement 
that  Inspector  Minahan  was  dismisaed 
for  insubordination  ;  and  whether  he 
had  seen  the  letter  in  Tin  Pali  Mali 
Gazelle,  in  which  Inspector  Minahan 
stated  that  he  was  dismissed  for  de- 
scribing Mrs.  Jeffreys's  house  as  a 
"  brothel  for  the  nobility  ?  " 

SiE  WILLIAM  HAECOUET,  in  re- 
ply, said,  it  was  impossible  to  carry  all 
these  Questions  in  one's  head;  but  he 
should  answer,  as  far  ae  he  could.  He 
answered  the  points  very  fully  the  other 
night  when  they  were  raised  in  the  de- 
bate. He  did  not  state  that  the  proae* 
cution  in  the  Jeffreys'  case  had  been 
conducted  by  the  Looal  Authorities.  On 
the  contrary,  he  specifically  stated  that 
it  was  conducted  by  a  Society  with  which 
Mr.  B.  Scott,  the  City  Chamberlain,  was 
connected,  being  one  of  its  leading  mem- 
bers, and  that  they  were  responsible  for 
the  conduct  of  the  prosecution,  which 
the  hon.  Member  deseribed  as  disgrace- 
fully conducted. 

Mb.  CALLAN,  interposing,  denied 
that  he  had  so  described  the  prosecu- 
tion. He  had  asked  why  the  Pubhc 
Prosecutor  had  not  intervened  in  such  a 
eoandalous  and  abominable  caae?  He 
cast  no  refiection  on  the  prosecution. 

SiE  WILLIAM  HAECOUET  said, 

)  saw  no  reason  to  interfere.  The  pro- 
secution was  conducted  by  persons  who 
had  a  right  to  do  eo,  and  ho  saw  no 
to  interfere.  An  attack  had  been 
made  on  the  police  in  this  matter  by 
Mr.  Minahan,  who  stated  generally  that 
they  were  in  connivance  with  the  owners 
of  these  houses.  He  should  read  to  the 
parugraph  from  the  Eeport  of 
the  Chelsea  Yesti^  at  exactly  the  same 
poriodof  1883-4.  Itwas  headed,  "The 
disorderly  houses  at  Chelsea,"  and  waa 
as  follows : — 

little  are  unalls  to  estimate  too 
highly  the  BCrvicci  which  tbe  police  hsre  con- 
tinusd  to  reniler  them  in  their  invectigitioiu. 
The  ready  attention,  the  di«cniniDa(a  actioD, 
the  pftinstakiiig  obierration,  and  the  thoroogl 
reports  vith  which  the  committee  have  bem 
fsToured  hy  the  CommiBaioDCni  and  the  lo«1 
ifficers  have  enabled  them  to  conlinuB  the  ad. 
ainistration  of  a  wholeaome,  and,  indeed,  Taln- 
able  check  to  a  nefarioua  trade,  which,  but  ■ 

lepoUtiou  of  the  p( 
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He  thought  the  Fouse  would  receive 
that  as  against  the  statement  of  Mr. 
Uinahan.  It  was  not  acaurate  to  eay 
that  lir.  Minahan  wae  dismisBed.  He 
was  reproTed  for  ingubordi nation,  and 
his  rank  was  reduced  and  npon  that  he 
resided.  The  inaubordination  did  not 
ooDsist  in  the  charge  with  reference  to 
the  Je&eys'  oaae;  it  was  only  one  of 
IS  instances  in  which  ho  charged  hia 
superior  officers  with  misoonduct.  All 
these  charges  were  examined  into  and 
were  found  to  be  baaelees.  His  resigna- 
tion was  one  and  a-half  years  before  the 
Je^^ys'  case  arose  ;  and  it  was  entirely 
untrue  that  that  case  was  the  main  or 
p^minertt  part  in  Minahan'e  charges. 
Be  brought  many  charges  against  the 
police,  and  the  only  part  which  the 
Home  Office  had  in  the  matter  was  to 
inquire  into  the  foundation  for  the 
charges  brought  aginst  persons  of  all 
ranks  in  the  police  by  Minahan,  It  was 
his  duty  to  see  that  they  were  inquired 
into,  and  be  did  so ;  and  it  was  because 
the  Home  Office  had  reason  to  believe 
that  these  charges  would  be  made  against 
the  police  on  the  evidence,  that  it  was 
represented  at  the  hearing.  The  charges 
against  the  police  made  by  Minahan  had 
been  carefully  inTestigated.  Objection 
had  been  taken  to  the  fact  that  the  Com- 
missioners of  Police  undertook  that  in- 
vestigation ;  but  if  they  were  not  the 
proper  persons,  who  were?  If  he  (Sir 
William  Harcourt)  had  considered  that 
the  Commiseionere  were  unfit  to  conduct 
rach  an  inquiry,  it  would  have  been 
his  duty  to  remove  them.  The  conclu- 
nooB  to  which  they  arrived  were  that 
the  charges  made  by  Minahan  against 
hia  superiors  were  unfounded.  In  that 
oonclusion  be  agreed,  and  it  had,  there- 
fore, been  his  duty  to  support  in  this 
House  the  Commiasioners  of  Police  in 
action  which  was  neceasary  for  the  dis- 
cipline of  the  Force. 

Mb.  CALLAN  gave  Notice  on  the 
Appropriation  Bill  to  call  attention  to 
the  conduct  of  the  late  Home  Secretary 
with  reference  to  the  Jeffreys'  case  and 
other  cases. 

POST  OFFICE-STXPENNT  TELEGILVIIS. 
In  reply  to  Mr.  Alderman  Lawbenob, 
The  P08TMASTEE  GENERAJ. 
(Lord  Joi[!i  Mannsrs)  said,  it  was  hoped 
that  the  Act  reducing  the  price  of  tele- 
grams would  come  into  operation  on  the 
lat  of  October. 


HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 
BILL. 

Ma.  COtJETNEY  asked  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  Whether,  in 
view  of  the  strong  opposition  on  the 
fioyal  Commission  itself  to  tbe  proposal 
as  to  the  prison  sites,  the  Government 
will  persevere  with  the  clauses  on  that 
subject? 

TiiE  CHANCELLOR  ofthe  EXCHE- 
QUER, in  reply,  said,  that  was  a  Ques- 
tion for  his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Home 
Secretary,  who  had  charge  of  the  Bill. 
He  would,  however,  remind  the  hon. 
Gentleman  that  the  Bill  was  the  Bill  of 
the  Royal  Commission  rather  than  of 
the  Government. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  eaid,  he  would  then 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  with  regard  to  the  clauses 
of  the  Bill  relating  to  the  sale  of  prison 
sites.  Whether  ho  is'  aware  that  that 
particular  recommendation  of  the  Royal 
Comipussion  was  dissented  from  by  a 
strong  section,  headed  by  the  right  Hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Hipon  (Mr. 
Qosehen);  and,  whether,  in  that  case, 
the  Government  will  continue  to  perse- 
vere with  those  clauses,  which  will  inevi- 
tably lead  to  prolonged  discussion? 

Me.  BROADHURST  said,  he  wished 
to  draw  the  attention  of  tbe  ri^t  hon. 
Gentleman  to  the  fact  that  the  Bill  was 
now  blocked  by  a  very  active  Member 
of  the  Royal  Commission. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Sir 
E.  AsaKBTON  Cross);  When  the  hon. 
Member  who  has  just  spoken  rose  I 
thought  he  was  about  to  ask  a  Question 
with  reference  to  Clause  13  of  the  Bill, 
in  which  I  know  he  takes  a  great  inte- 
rest. I  have  to  say  that  that  clause  will 
be  considerably  modified.  As  to  the 
Question  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Lis- 
koard  (Mr.  Courtney),  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  clauses  relating  to  the  prison 
sites,  although  they  appear  hard  to  some 
people,  are  really  one  of  the  greatest 
benefits  that  could  be  conferred  upon 
the  people  of  Loudon,  and  I,  individu- 
ally, should  be  very  sorry  to  see  them 
struck  out. 

EGYPT— THE  INTERNATIOMAL  GUAR- 
ANTEED LOAN  —  THE  CORRESPOND- 
ENCE. 

Mh.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD  asked,  with 
reference  to  the  statement  that  the  nego- 
tiations with  regard  tu  the  Egyiittaa 
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Lonn  were  euapended  when  the  chaof^e 
of  GoTemment  took  place,  When  thi 
Gorrespondence  would  be  distributed  P 

The  tJNDEE  SECEETAEYof  STATE 
FOE  FOREIGN  AFFAIES(Mr.BouBKE). 
in  reply,  said,  the  iuterrention  of  Satur- 
day —  a  short  day  with  printers  — 
Sunday,  and  the  Bank  Holiday,  might 
cause  delay;  but  he  hoped  the  Papers 
would  be  in  the  hands  of  Members  by 
Wednesday  mominfr. 

Mr.  VILLIEES  STtTAET  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  he  was  to  understand 
from  a  previous  answer  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty's present  Government  did  not  see 
their  way  to  press  forward  the  reforms 
in  Egjpt,  which  they  were  led  to  ex- 
pect would  follow  when  the  finances  of 
Egypt  were  restored  to  a  proper  condi- 
tion? 

The  UNDEE  SECEET  ART  of  STATE 
(Mr.  Bodrkk)  said,  he  did  not  say  any- 
thing about  that.  He  was  asked  about 
the  kourbash,  and  other  Questions  of 
that  kind,  and  he  did  not  mean  to  lead 
tho  House  to  understand  that  tho  re- 
forme  which  the  late  Government  thought 
necessary  would  not  be  pressed  on  the 
Egyptian  Government  by  Her  Majesty's 
present  Government. 

PARLIAMENT  —  BUSINESS      OF     THE 

HOUSE- CONSOLIDATED  FUND 

(APPROPRIATION)  BILL. 

Mh.  JAMES  STUAET  said,  it  was 
not  quite  clear  from  a  previous  answer 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that 
he  had  definitely  fixed  Wednesday  for 
the  Eepoit  of  the  Criminal  Law  Amend- 
ment Bill. 

TheCHANCELLOB  of  the  EXGHE- 
QUEE,  in  reply,  said,  that  he  could  not 
niake  a  definite  promise.  He  could 
only  say  he  hoped  it  might  be  taken  on 
Wednesday. 

Mr.  LABOTJCHEEE  asked  whether 
tho  third  reading:  of  the  Appropriation 
Bill  would  be  put  down  for  Thursday? 

Mk.  T.  p.  O'CONNOE  asked  whe. 
ther,  seeing  the  important  Busiucss  be- 
fore the  House,  the  final  stago  of  the 
Bill  could  not  he  postponed  for  a  few 
days? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  I  hope  it  will  not  be  necessary 
to  do  that.  I  remember  the  promise  I 
(niTe  the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton 
(Mr.  Labouohere),  and  I  shall  be  careful 
not  to  take  the  third  reading  until  the 
Mr.  Arthur  Arnold 


Egyptian  Papers  are  circulated.  If  cir- 
culated to-morrow,  as  I  hope,  we  may 
ask  the  House  to  take  it  to-morrow. 

Mb.  LABOUCHEEE  said,  they  had 
been  circulated  that  morning. 

The  CHANCELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER said,  he  had  not  been  aware  of 
that  fact.  He  could  not  wy  whether  the 
Bill  would  be  taken  to-morrow  or  Wed- 
nesday; but,  at  any  rate,  it  would  be 
taken  at  a  convenient  hour. 

I'ARLUMENT— BUSINESS  OF  THE 

HOUSE—  POLICE  ENFRAKOHISEMEKT 

BILL. 

Mb.  COLERIDGE  EENNABD  asked 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Whe- 
ther he  would  give  facilities  for  proceed- 
ing with  this  Bill  r 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  I  am  afraid  I  cannot  see  tdj 
way  to  give  a  favourable  answer  at  pre- 
sent ;  hut  I  am  aware  that  the  BiU  is 

ably  regarded  by  hon. 
all  quarters  of  the  House. 

PARLIAStENT-BDSINESS  OP  THE 

HOUSE— LABOURERS  (IRELAND) 

BILL. 

Mr.  gray  :  I  wish  to  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  Whether,  in  view  of  the  late- 
ness of  the  Session  and  the  importance 
of  tho  subject,  he  will  take  the  La- 
bourers (Ireland)  Bill  to-night,  even  at 
this  late  hour  ? 

The  CHANCELLOE  OF  THE  EXCHE- 
QUER :  I  think  the  time  vU)  be  fully 
occupied  by  the  Criminal  Law  Amend- 
Bill.  I  would  like  to  be  able  to 
the  Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill,  as  I 
thiuk  it  an  important  matter. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  I  wish  to  ask  the 
Government  when  they  intend  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill. 
It  has  been  on  the  Paper  of  the  House 
since  the  beginning  of  the  Session.  Also 
with  regard  to  the  Lords'  Amendments 
to  the  Poor  Law  Guardians  (Ireland) 
Bill — the  Amendment  containing  the 
proxy  vote,  and  allowing  the  ax  effieit 
members  to  retain  half  the  seats  at  the 
Boards — I  wish  to  ask  the  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  General  for  Ireland, 
what  action  does  the  Government  in- 
tend  to  take?  If  those  Amendmenta  are 
agreed  to,  the  Bill  may  as  well  be  dropped. 

Thk  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  roa 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holues)  asked  for 
Notice  of  the  QueatioD. 
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Mr.  sexton  :  In  tlie  meantime,  can 
the  right  hoc.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  eay  anything  about 
the  Labourors  Bill? 

Ths  CHANOELLOB  of  the  EXOHE- 
QtJEH  :  I  am  afraid  I  cannot  say  more 
than  1  have  already  said. 

Ub.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR :  In  conse- 
quence of  the  great  anxiety  that  ezista 
in  all  parts  of  Ireland  and  amongst  the 
Irish  Members  with  regard  to  the  Bill, 
I  woald  like  to  pnt  one  Question  more  to 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  first 
premising,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  do  so, 
that  there  was  no  action  of  the  new  Go- 
vernment which  gave  so  mnoh  satisfac- 
tioa  in  Ireland  as  their  announcement 
of  their  intention  to  take  up  the  Bill. 
The  Question  I  wish  to  ask  is.  Whether, 
as  Irish  Members  of  all  Parties  for  the 
most  part  remain  here  till  the  hour  at 
which  the  House  rises,  there  would  be 
any  practical  inconvenience  in  taking  the 
BiU  at  any  hour,  as  there  will  always  be 
Bepresentativeshere  of  Bllsections  of  the 
Irish  people  ? 

The  CHANOELLORoF THE  EXCHE- 
QUER :  I  cannot  answer  that  Question 
without  previous  communication  with 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  on  the  subject.  I  may, 
however,  say  that  I  have  no  intention  of 
dropping  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  I  beg  to  give  Notice 
that  I  shall  resist  further  progress  with 
the  Appropriation  Bill  until  the  La- 
bourers (Ireland)  Bill  has  passed  through 
the  House. 

PABLIAMENT— BUSINESS  OF  THE 

HOUSE  —  SECRETARY  FOE  SCOTLAND 

BILL. 

StK  LTON  PLAYFAIR  said,  that  in 
view  of  the  assurance  formerly  given, 
that  they  would  receive  proper  time  for 
the  discussion  of  the  Secretary  for  Soot- 
land  Bill,  he  would  aak  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  after  what  hour  he 
would  not  take  that  Bill  that  night  ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  I  am  afraid  that  is  a  Question 
I  can  hardly  answer. 

EAST  INDIA  (REVENUE  ACCOUNTS). 
OrJtrtd,  Tbst  the  MTsnil  AcooDoti  and  Papers 
wbieb  have  beea  preteoted  to  the  House  in  this 
Sesiion  of  PuliaineDt,  relstiag  to  the  ReTonues 
of  India,  b«  referred  to  the  coonderaUon  of  a 
Committae  of  the  whole  Hoioe." 


Retolvtd,  ,That  this  House  will,  upon 
Thursday,  resolve  itself  into  the  said 
Committee. 

ORDERS   OF  THE  BAY. 


CRIMINAIi   LAW  AMENDMENT   BILL. 

[Zonb.}— {BiLLlfid.] 

IStcrttttrfi  Sir  X.  AuheUm  Cm*.) 

CouwTTEE.     [^Progrui  5l»tJvly.'] 

Bill  cmiidtred  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

New  Clause : — 

(Power  of  Search.) 
"  If  it  appean  to  any  justice  of  the  peace,  on 
information  made  before  him  on  oath  by  any 
parent,  relative,  or  goardian  of  any  wonun  or 
girl,  that  there  is  reasonable  cause  to  suspect 
Ibat  such  woman  or  girl  is  unlavfuUy  detained 
for  immoral  purposes  by  any  person  in  any  place 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  sooh  jostdce,  sach  jus- 
tice miy  iwae  a  warrant  authorinng  any  person 
named  therein  to  search  for,  and,  when  found, 
to  take  to  and  detain  in  a  place  of  safety  sach 
woman  or  girl  until  she  can  bo  brought  before 
a  justice  of  the  peace;  and  the  justice  of  the 
peace,  before  whom  such  woman  or  girl  is 
brought,  may  cause  her  to  be  delivered  up  to 
her  parents  or  guardiana,  or  otherwise  dealt  with 
as  circumstances  may  require. 

"  The  j  ustiee  of  the  peace  issuing  such  warrant 
may,  by  the  same  or  any  other  warrant,  caose 
any  person  accused  of  so  unlawfully  detsiaing 
such  woman  or  girl  to  be  apprehended  and 
brought  before  a  j  ustiee,  and  proceedings  to  be 
taken  for  punishing  such  person  according  to 
law. 

"  A  woman  or  girl  shall  be  deemed  to  be  un- 
lawfully  detained  for  immoral  purposes  if  she 
is  so  detained  for  the  purpose  of  being  unlaw- 
fully and  CHTDallf  known  by  any  man,  whother 
any  particular  man  or  generally,  and — 

(a.)    Either  ia  under  the  age  of  niteen 
yeart ;  or 

(b.)  If  of  or  over  the  age  of  sixteen,  and 
under  the  ige  of  eight«en  years,  is  so  do- 
tained  against  her  will,  or  against  the 
will  of  her  father  or  mother  or  of  any 
other  person  having  the  lawful  care  or 
charge  of  bet;  or 
(c.)  If  or  above  the  age  of  eighteen  yean 
she  is  BO  detained  against  her  will ; 
Any  person  authorised  by  warrant  ander  this 
section  to  search  for  any  woman  or  girt  so  de- 
tained as  aforesaid  may  enter  (if  need  be  by 
force)  any  house,  building,  or  other  place  speci- 
fied in  such   warrant,  and  may  remove  such 
woman  or  gitl  therefrom,"— (Si>  S.  Aiihiim 
Creii,) 
— brought  tip,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  foe 
THS  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  R. 
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AssHEToH  Cross)  aaid.  tbat  after  the 
clause  Tras  read  a  Beoond  time,  of  course, 
AmendmeutB  might  be  moved  upon  it. 
This  was  the  clause  which  was  under 
discussion  the  other  day  when  it  was 
objected  to  take  it  at  so  late  an  hour  of 
the  night. 

Mb.  SBKJBA^n'  SIMOK  said,  he  was 
quite  prepared  to  support  the  clause  as 
far  as  it  went. 

Question  put,  and  agrttd  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause  be  added  to  the  Bill." 

Me.  JAMES  ST0AET  moved,  as  an 
Amendment,  to  insert,  after  the  word 
"  girl,"  the  following  words ; — 

"  Or  any  other  porion  who,  in  ths  opinion  of 
the  justice,  is  bimS  Jide  aotiDg  in  ths  interest  of 
any  woman  ot  girl." 

The  hon.  Member  said,  he  had  giren 
Notice  of  that  Amendment  the  day  after 
the  clause  of  ths  Home  Secretary  was 
put  upon  the  Paper,  and  it  had  re- 
mained upon  the  Notice  Paper  imme- 
diately after  the  olause  of  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  until  to-day.  He  saw  that 
it  had  now  disappeared  from  the  Notice 
Paper,  and  he  presumed  that  that  was 
in  consequence  of  the  Amendment  of  the 
right  hon., Gentleman  having  been  intro- 
duced as  a  new  clause.  He  had  antici- 
pated, however,  that  his  Amendment 
would  have  been  printed  on  the  Notice 
Paper  among  the  other  Amendments, 
and  he  did  not  know  why  that  had  not 
been  the  case.  At  any  rate,  he  proposed 
now  to  move  the  Amendment  of  which 
he  had  given  Notice.  The  effect  of  the 
Amendment  would  be  to  increase  the 
power  under  the  section,  or,  rather,  to 
increase  the  number  of  persons  who 
could  make  use  of  it.  At  present,  a 
search  warrant  could  be  obtained  upon 
application  by  a  parent  or  guardian, 
provided  that  the  clause  became  law  ; 
but  it  could  not  be  obtained  by  any  other 
person.  He  was  glad  that  the  Home 
Secretary  had  introduced  the  clause  in 
this  form,  because  he  thought  that  it 
was  a  considerable  improvement  upon 
the  clause  aa  it  stood  originally  in  the 
Bill ;  and  he  would  make  an  urgent  ap- 
peal to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
insert  in  the  clause  the  words  which  he 
proposed,  and  which  appeared  to  have 
dropped  out  of  the  clause,  seeing  that 
they  existed  in  it  when  the  Bill  was 
introduced  by  the  late  Government. 
He  proposed  their  te-insertion  on  this 
iSi>  R.  Attktlon  Crou 


ground — that  the  clause,  in  many  im- 
portant cases,  would  be  practioallj  in- 
operative unless  some  such  words  were 
introduced.  He  regarded  this  clause 
as  one  of  ths  most  important  in  the 
whole  Bill,  and  it  was,  therefore,  ne- 
cessary to  trace  ita  history.  As  the  Bill 
was  introduced  into  the  House  of  Lords, 
a  Search  Clause  was  inserted  ;  but  that 
Search  Clause,  in  his  opinion,  was  abso- 
lutely bad.  It  gave  power  of  search  to 
the  police,  and  to  the  police  only,  and 
it  only  gave  them  an  indefinite  power 
of  search.  The  clause,  as  it  now  stood, 
was  a  much  better  clause.  A  search 
warrant  was  given  on  the  application  of 
an  interested  party,  and  it  was  givea 
for  a  specific  object,  and,  therefore,  it 
did  not  possess  the  objections  which  the 
original  clause  did.  Why  was  it  that 
he  wanted  to  add  these  words?  For 
this  purpose,  principally— that  the  poor 
children  whom  they  had  to  get  out  of 
these  houses,  where  they  might  be  con- 
fined for  immoral  purposes,  had,  in 
many  cases,  neither  parent  nor  guar- 
dian. They  were  poor  children  who, 
as  a  rule,  never  possessed  a  guardian  ; 
and,  whether  they  had  parents  or  guar- 
dians  or  not,  they  had  generally  been 
removed  from  the  locality  where  the 
parents  or  guardians  lived  to  a  dis- 
tant looahty.  He  would  ask  the  Com- 
mittee to  imagine  the  rase  of  a  child 
whose  parent  or  guardian  was  either 
out  of  London — it  might  be  in  Brad- 
ford, or  Dublin,  or  Edinburgh— or  in 
some  distant  part  of  London.  That 
child  was  known  to  be  in  an  immoral 
house,  detained  for  immoral  purposes. 
The  parent  or  guardian,  being  far  away, 
might  have  te^graphed  to  a  clergymaa 
or  some  other  person  who  knew  the 
child  in  order  that  he  might  take  pro- 
per stops  for  rescuing  it ;  but  in  that 
case  the  law  would  be  perfectly  in- 
operative, because  the  whole  essence  of 
the  matter  was  time.  It  roust  be  re- 
membered that  it  would  be  fatal  if  tfaej 
were  required  to  wait  for  any  length  of 
time.  Then,  again,  take  another  in- 
stance. Those  who  were  well  qualified 
to  speak  upon  the  subject  knew  that 
the  parents  not  unfrequently  sold  their 
children,  and,  therefore,  they  would  not 
be  anxious  to  take  them  out  of  the 
miserable  position  in  which  they  wrre 
placed.  He  thought  that,  in  such  cir- 
oumstances,  when  a  child  was  deserted 
by  its  father  and  mother,  the  Ststu 
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should  be  at  liberty  to  atop  in,  and  that 
the  whole  aation  abould  be  regarded  aB 
the  guardian  of  the  poor  child,  to  order 
to  prevent  her  from  undergoing  the 
horrible  fate  which  awaited  her.  He 
waa  glad  to  see  an  Amendment  upon 
the  Paper  in  the  name  of  his  boo.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Member  for  Here- 
ford (U.  B.  T.  Reid),  b;  which  his  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  proposed  to  provide 
that  a  girl  under  21  might  be  made 
ward  in  Chancery,  even  although  i 
property  belonged  to  her  or  had  been 
settled  upon  her.  It  would  be  highly 
advantageous  if  such  a  clause  could  bo 
utilized  for  the  purpose  of  getting  a 
child  out  of  the  onsbody  of  those  who 
detained  her  for  inunonU  purposes.  It 
was  stated  that  the  Amendment  which 
he  proposed  would  open  the  door  for 
the  action  of  Societies.  He  was  pre- 
pared to  welcome  the  action  of  Societies 
iu  the  matter,  and  he  wished  to  open 
the  door  to  them.  His  objection  to  the 
Bill  was  the  difficulty  of  putting  it  in 
operation ;  and  he  believed  that  the  ac- 
tion of  societies  in  respect  of  the  Bill 
would,  in  that  respect,  be  most  valu- 
able. He  had  no  wish  to  see  the  action 
of  societies  generally  in  connection  with 
the  Criming  Law ;  Dut  he  submitted  to 
the  Committee  that,  in  regard 
particular  state  of  oircumatanoes  with 
which  the  clause  dealt,  the  action  of 
societies  might  fairly  and  properly  be 
allowed,  and  the  aidof  societies  was  one 
of  the  advantages  which  he  hoped  would 
accrue  from  the  adoption  of  the  clause. 
He  believed  that  there  were  maDjr  ex- 
cellent societies  which  would  carry  out 
such  work  as  this;  and  if  they  only 
ancceeded  in  getting  these  little  children 
out  of  these  houses,  they  would  strikean 
important  blow  agatnatthe  abomination 
they  were  desirous  of  putting  down,  and 
which  led  to  the  seduction  and  ruin 
and  prostitution  of  little  children.  It 
was  upon  such  grounds  that  he  was 
anxious  to  see  some  of  the  benevolent 
societies  which  existed  in  this  country 
acting  in  the  matter,  and  it  was  most 
important  to  introduce  words  into  the 
clause  which  would  enable  tbem  to  act. 
Ho  had  no  doubt  that  there  were  bono- 
voleut  societies  and  benevolent  indi- 
viduals, who  were  very  well  known  to 
the  general  public,  who,  if  telegraphed 
to  nnder  pressing  and  terrible  circum- 
Btances,  would  at  once  take  upon  them- 
aelree  the  duUes  of  parent  and  guardian; 


854 

and  n-bat  he  desired  was  to  give  tbem 
the  right  of  acting  in  that  manner.  He, 
therefore,  begged  to  move  the  addition 
of  the  words  he  had  read,  and  he  ap- 
pealed to  the  Government  to  agree  to 
their  insertion,  knowing,  as  he  did, 
that  the  Home  Secretary  and  the  Go- 
vernment were  really  anxious  to  make 
the  Bill  operative,  and  believing  that 
they  had  introduced  this  clause  with 
that  hon&fidt  object ;  and  having  had  a 
long  acquaintance  with  the  subject,  he 
was  perfectly  sure  that  the  clause  would 
be  practically  inoperative  in  really 
serious  cases,  where  little  children  were 
confined  against  their  will,  unless  these 
words  were  added.  It  was  to  make  the 
clause  operative  that  he  begged  to  move 
their  insertion. 

Amendment  proposed, 

la  new  Clause,  in  line  2,  sfter  th«  wocd 
"  girl,"  to  maert  tha  wordi  "  or  nay  other  par- 
ion  who,  in  the  opinion  of  the  jiutioe,  is  bond 
fidt  acting'  in  the  interest  of  any  woman  or 
girl."— (ifr.  Jtmei Stuart.) 

Question  proposed,  "That those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  secretary  op  STATE  (Sir  R. 
AssHEToN  Gboss)  Said,  he  thought  there 
was  verygreat  force  in  the  remarkswhich 
the  hon.  Member  had  just  mode.  It 
must,  unfortunately,  be  admitted  that 
in  many  cases  the  parents  of  a  child 
were  its  worst  guardians.  He  should 
have  no  objection  to  the  insertion  of  the 
words  proposed  by  the  hon.  Member,  if 
they  could  bo  guarded  in  such  a  way  as 
not  to  give  a  roving  commiseion  to  any- 
one who  desired  a  search  warrant.  He 
was  quite  willing  to  extend  the  clause 
to  others  who  were  not  the  parent  and 
guardian ;  and  the  wording  of  the  clause 
ought  to  give  a  honA  fide  guarantee 
(gainst  any  person  interfering  who  had 
no  right  to  interfere.  That  object  would 
bo  acoompliebed  by  requiriog  him  to 
prove  to  the  Justice  that  he  had  a  hand 
fiia  interest  in  the  girl.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby  (Sir 
William  Harcourt)  had  included  these 
words  in  the  original  Bill,  and,  as  they 
stood  in  the  Amendment,  he  thought 
they  would  provide  that  the  person 
applying  for  the  warrant  must  satisfy 
the  magistrate  of  his  bond  fide  interest 
in  the  girl  whom  he  alleged  to  be  de- 
tained ;  and  vrith  that  security  he  (Sir 
B.  Aseheton  Cross)  was  prepared  to 
accept  the  Amendment. 
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Mr.  HOPWOOD  wished  to  give  a  i 
word  of  wftruing  to  tbo  Committee  ia 
regard  to  this  clause.  It  was  the  firet 
departure,  ae  far  as  he  was  aware,  from 
the  law  by  which  the  liberty  of  a  girl 
up  to  16  jeara  of  age  was  placed  in  the 
hands  of  somebody  other  than  her 
parent  or  guardian.  There  was  nothing 
in  the  Bill  which,  if  this  clause  and  the 
Amendment  were  adopted,  would  pre- 
vent persons  who  were  not  the  parents 
or  guardians  from  obtaining  absolute 
powerovertheperBOnalliberty  of  achild 
up  to  the  age  of  16.  He  wished  to  point 
out  to  the  Committee  that  this  was  a 
very  remarkable  and  exceptional  power. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Home 
Secretary  was  of  opinion  that  it  would 
be  guarded  by  the  words  "having  a 
lonAfid*  interest  in  the  girl,"  whatever 
those  words  might  mean.  He  (Mr.  Hop- 
wood)  thought,  on  the  contrary,  that  it 
might  lead  to  monstrous  mischief.  What 
was  to  be  done  after  the  search  warrant 
bad  been  executed  ?  Was  the  person 
who  asserted  that  he  had  a  honifidt  in- 
terest to  have  possession  of  the  child  ? 
There  were  no  means  of  giving  that  power 
except  to  the  extent  of  removing  the 
child  to  some  industrial  institution.  Did 
the  Home  Secretary  intend  to  follow  the 
Amendment  up  by  a  further  Amend- 
ment which  would  meet  that  difficulty  ? 
He  knew  very  well  what  the  answer 
would  be — that  it  was  a  matter  with 
which  the  Government  could  not  deal 
and  the  consequence  would  be  that,  ii 
the  case  of  children  over  12  years  of 
age,  there  was  a  possibility  of  their  re- 
turning to  the  same  places  unless  there 
happened  to  he  someone  who  could 
exercise  the  power  and  control  of  a 
parent  over  mem.  In  the  case  of  in- 
dustrial schools,  there  was  power  even  tc 
take  a  child  away  from  ite  mother,  and 
it  was  repeatedly  done  upon  no  other 
plea  than  that  the  mother  was  a  prosti- 
tute. Upon  that  ground  the  child  was 
taken  away  from  her  and  sent  to  a 
school,  where  she  could  never  see  it. 
The  mother  and  child  were  separated 
by  force,  no  doubt  with  the  best  inten- 
tions on  the  part  of  benevolent  people ; 
bnt  there  were  no  persona  who  could  be 
as  cruel  as  bsnevolent  people.  Very 
often  the  existence  of  a  ohUd  was  the 
only  tie  between  Heaven  and  earth 
which  these  unfortunate  women  pos- 
sesaed.  In  many  instances  thsre  was 
a  beloved  and  tender  child,  treated  with 


the  utmost  care,  kept  in  total  ignorance 
of  the  mother's  life,  and  yet  down  came 
some  benevolent  lady,  who  had  never 
felt  the  springs  of  maternity  within  her, 
who  took  possession  of  the  child,  and, 
obtaining  an  order  from  the  magistrates, 
ruthlessly  carried  her  away  without  the 
slightest  regard  for  the  maternal  feel- 
ings of  the  mother.  He  asked  the  Com- 
mittee to  judge  what  sufferinge  might 
be  produced  in  a  heedlese  manner  by 
acts  that  were  set  on  foot  at  the  dictates 
of  benevolent  persons,  and  by  these 
fussy  voluntary  OrgauiEations  which 
ima^ned  they  could  govern  the  world 
better  than  Providence  did.  He  ad- 
mitted that  much  might  be  done  by 
Toluotary  effort,  but  not  In  the  shape 
of  legislation. 

Ma.  W.  E.  FOHSTEE  hoped  that  the 
Committee  would  conssnt  to  this  Amend- 
ment, and  pointed  out  that  the  Factory 
Acts  recognized  that  a  girl  below  18 
years  of  age  could  not  protect  herself. 
How  oould  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend, 
or  anybody  else,  suppose  that  these 
poor  creatures  under  16  could  have  the 
slightest  power  of  protecting  them- 
selves ?  It  was  not  a  question  of  put- 
ting stringent  clauses  in  an  Act  of  Par- 
liament, but  a  question  of  protecting 
those  who  might  be  exposed  to  the 
greatest  misery  and  the  greatest  out- 
rage which  could  possibly  be  brought 
upon  them.  They  knew  very  well  what 
the  facts  were.  Children  were  inveigled 
into  these  houses,  it  might  be  even  with 
their  own  consent;  but  he  maintained 
that  tbey  were  unable  to  give  consent, 
and  hs  was  sorry  to  say  that  in  many 
oases  children  were  entirely  neglected 
by  their  parents,  or  the  parenta  them- 
selves became  accessories  to  their  being 
placed  in  this  wretched  condition.  The 
question,  however,  was  whether  the 
State  was  to  assist  in  exposing  young 
children  to  this  criminaUty.  If  ever 
there  was  a  case  for  the  interference  of 
the  Legislature  it  was  a  case  of  this 
kind,  and  unless  they  gave  full  powers 
of  search  by  means  of  which  they  might 
rescuo  the  poor  creatures  who  were  de- 
tained in  these  immoral  houses  tbey 
would  do  veiy  little  good.  Surely  it 
was  a  very  fair  thing  that  there  should 
be  a  somewhat  quick  and  speedy  means 
of  getting  a  child  out  of  such  danger. 
j  Mk.  STATELEY  hill  said,  he  took 
no  exception  to  anything  that  had  fallen 
I  from  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Brad- 
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fofd  (Mr.  Foreter)  in  Kgard  to  the 
clause ;  bat  his  objection  to  it  bod  re- 
ference to  the  mode  in  wbich  it  was 
drawn,  and  the  enormoue  widtb  of  the 
cases  it  embraced.  He  would  give  an 
illnstration  of  a  case  which  would  come 
within  this  sectioD.  If  a  wife  were  to 
Bj  away  from  her  husband,  and  take 
refage  from  him  in  a  friend's  house, 
and  the  place  where  she  was  staying 
came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  husband, 
he  would  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  go 
before  a  magistrate  and  awear  that  she 
was  kept  there  against  her  oousent,  aud 
the  very  object  of  the  woman's  flying 
away,  in  crder  to  seek  refuge  in  a  place 
of  safety  until  she  could  receive  the  full 
protection  of  the  law,  would  be  fraetrated. 
It  might  be  eaid  that  he  knew  that  the 
husband  would  have  to  swear  an  affi- 
davit, and  that  if  he  made  any  false 
statement  be  would  be  gniltf  of  per- 
jury. But  how  was  he  to  be  indicted, 
and  how  oould  peijury  be  assigned 
against  him?  This  clause  was  one  of 
the  serious  consequences  of  hasty  legis- 
lation. The  Committee  were  now  about 
to  adopt  a  clause  which  he  ventured  to 
say  would  do  quite  as  much  harm  as 
good. 

Mb.  MITNDELLA  said,  he  hoped 
the  Committee  would  consent  to  the 
clause  as  it  had  been  proposed  by  the 
Home  Secretary,  and  also  that  they 
would  aooept  the  Amendment.  He 
would  take  a  case  in  point.  The  Home 
Secretary  had  very  juntly  stated  that  in 
some  instances  the  parent  might  be  the 
worst  guardian  a  child  could  have,  and 
that  he  was  often  a  consenting  party  to 
the  offence.  He  would  take  the  case  of 
domestic  service  where  a  mistress  in* 
veigled  young  maid  servants  into  her 
house,  and  appeared  to  take  great  in- 
terest in  them,  when  her  only  object 
was  to  make  use  of  them  for  immoral 
purposes.  Surely  in  suoh  a  caee  any 
person  who  was  acquainted  with  a  girl 
Duder  such  circumstances  should  be  able 
to  take  steps  for  going  before  a  magis- 
trate to  express  his  or  her  belief  that  the 
girl  was  detained  for  immorat  purposes  ? 
He  hoped  that  the  suggestion  of  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  opposite  (Mr. 
Staveley  Hill)  that  a  husband  might 
make  some  affidavit  affecting  a  wife  who 
bad  taken  refuge  in  a  friend's  house, 
which  had  really  no  bearing  on  the 
matter  at  all,  would  not  prevent  the 
Committee  from  taking  the   neoessaty 
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steps  for  protecting  tiiese  children.  He 
believed  that  this  was  the  only  way  of 
making  the  clause  effectual,  and  that 
nnlees  they  gave  power  to  some  other 
person  besides  the  guardian  or  parent 
to  step  in,  the  clause,  in  numerous  in- 
stances, would  remain  practically  in- 
operative. 

Mr.  WAItTON  said,  that  whatever 
his  opinion  might  be  with  regard  to  the 
clause  he  was  not  going  to  stake  it 
against  that  of  the  main  body  of  the 
Committee;  but  he  appealed  to  the 
Home  Secretary  and  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral  whether  the  words  proposed  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Hackney  (Mr. 
Stuart)  would  carry  out  the  object  aimed 
at?    The  words  were — 

"  Or  anj  other  person  who,  ia  the  opinioD  e( 
the  joatice,  is  bortSJldi  acting  in  the  iuteieBt  of 
any  woman  ot  girL'' 

In  his  opinion,  the  words  ought  to  be 
"such  woman  or  girl." 

M^.  JAMBS  STUABT  said,  he  rose 
to  a  point  of  Order.  He  wished  to  point 
out  that  the  words  he  proposed  to  insert 
were  accurately  drafted,  and  the  words 
"such  woman  or  girl "  occurred  after- 
wards. 

Mr.  WASTON  s^d,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber was  quite  mistaken ;  the  clause  would 
read  in  tnis  way — 

"  If  it  appears  toanyjastice  of  the  pesos,  on 
ioforaiatian  made  before  him  on  oath  bj  any 
parenl,  relatire,  or  guardian  of  any  woman  or 
girl,  01  any  other  psnon  who.  tn  the  opinion  of 
Uie  justice,  is  beni^fidt  acting  in  the  interest  of 
any  woman  or  girl,  thst  there  is  masonsblo 
cause  to  suspect  that  luch  woman  or  girl  U 
unlawfull/  detained  for  immoral  purposea,"  ttn. 

He  maintained  that  the  first  words 
"  any  woman  or  girl "  should  be  "  such 
woman  or  girl." 

Tnz  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Wrbstbr)  said,  it  might  be 
some  comfort  to  bis  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  the  Member  for  Bridport  (Mr. 
Warton)  to  tell  him  that  they  were  now 
only  discussing  the  spirit  of  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  Hackney 
(Mr.  Stuart).  After  they  had  agreed 
upon  the  insertion  of  these  words,  it 
would  be  quite  open  to  amend  the  clause 
by  substituting  the  word  "such"  for 
"  any." 

Mr.  MITNDELLA  said,  he  thought 
the  difficulty  might  be  met  by  omitting 
the  words — 
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The  clanee  wonld  then  read— 


reaionabla  cause  to  luipeot  that  aoy  woDUUt 
girl  is  uDUwfuUy  detained  tor  immoral  pur- 
poaes,"  4o. 

Mb.  WAHTON  said,  lie  did  nottbink 
the  GUggestioD  of  the  right  hen.  Gentle* 
man  would  meet  the  difiEiculty  he  had 
pointed  out. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (S'r 
BiOHABD  WsssTiiB)  said,  be  oould  not 
accept  the  suggestion  of  the  right  hon. 
GentlemaD,  because  his  contention  was 
that  the  governing  words  of  the  clause 
should  be  that  the  application  was  mode 
by  the  parent  or  guardian  or  by  some 
persons  acting  bond  Jide  in  the  interest 
of  the  girl. 

Mr.  BAIKES  said,  the  clause,  in  line 
2,  referred  to  "any  woman  or  girl,"  and 
if  they  added  the  words — 

*'  B«t«Ting  t«  any  person  who,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  magietrate,  wm  interested  in  such  iroman 
or  girl," 

it  would  be  left  just  as  wide  as  it  was 
now  by  the  words  which  appeared  in  the 
clause.  The  words  to  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  attach  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Hackney  (Mr.  Stuart) 
were  general,  and  would  cover  the  case 
of  "  any  woman  or  girt ;  "  and  if  they 
added  the  words  "  ret'ening  to  any  such 
woman  or  girl,"  the  word  "such" 
would  be  of  no  use  as  qualifying  the 
olause  in  this  particular.  He  wished  to 
point  out  that  circumstance  to  the  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  Qeneral.  He  did 
not  know  whether  it  ocourred  to  the  hon. 
and  learned  Oentleman ;  but  it  appeared 
to  him  that  the  word  "  such  would 
not  carry  out  the  intention  with  which 
it  was  suggested,  and  that  the  word 
*'  such  "  would,  in  this  respeot,  have  no 
value  or  meaning  whatever. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOUET  said, 
be  thought  the  best  way  of  meeting  the 
objection  would  be  to  put  in  words  to 
say  "any  woman  or  girl  in  respect  of 
whom  the  information  was  granted." 
He  trusted  that  as  the  Committee 
seemed  inclined  to  accept  the  Amend- 
ment, it  would  he  accepted  without  fur- 
ther debate,  and  the  verbiage  of  the 
clause  could  be  easily  altered  when  they 
came  to  discuss  the  clause  as  a  whole. 

Mr.  M'COAN  wished  to  call  attention 

to  a  defect  iu  the  clause.    Even  if  it 

was  amended  as  proposed,  it  would  give 

to  the  parent  or  guardian  or   anyone 

Mr.  Mundtlla 


posBessing  a  hand  fid*  interest  in  the  girl 
the  right  of  laying  an  information  before 
a  magistrate  to  search  for  any  woman  or 
girl  who  was  suspected  to  be  detained 
for  unlawful  purposes,  and  when  found 
there  would  be  authority  to  detain  her 
in  a  place  of  safety  untU  she  could  be 
brought  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
who  might  order  her  to  he  delivered 
to  her  parents  or  guardians,  or  other- 
wise dealt  with  "  as  the  circumstances 
might  require ; "  but  once  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  law  there  was  no  pro- 
vision made  as  to  the  subsequent  condi- 
tion of  the  girl.  He  thought  that  was 
a  defect  which  ought  to  be  remedied,  for 
it  appeared  to  him  that  the  moment  the 
girl  or  woman  was  outside  the  door  of 
the  place  where  she  had  been  unlawfully 
detained,  her  rescuer  would  have  no 
power  over  her  whatever. 

Tub  SECRETARY  os  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AssHETON  Gsobb)  said,  the  clause 
gave  power  to  the  Justice  of  the  Peace 
todeidwith  the  case  in  such  manner  "as 
the  circumstances  might  require,"  and  to 
deliver  her  up  to  her  parents  or  guar- 
dians. 

Mr.  M'COAN  said,  there  might  be 
cases  in  which  the  girl  had  neither 
parents  nor  guardians,  and  there  ought 
to  be  some  provision  to  say  what  was  to 
be  done  under  such  circumstances,  be- 
oause,  so  for  as  the  law  was  ooucemed, 
the  person  who  had  sucoeeded  in  getting 
her  ont  of  the  place  where  she  was  un- 
lawfully detained  for  immoral  purposes 
would  have  no  power  whatever  over  the 
girl  afterwards. 

Mb.  QBBOORY  said,  it  appeared  to 
him  that  the  words  were  entirely  go- 
verned by  subsequent  words — ^namwy, 
that  it  should  be — 

"  A  woman  or  girl  whom  there  wai  reason- 
able cause  to  suspect  to  be  unlawfully  detained 
for  immoral  putposes." 

He  was  glad  that  the  Qovemment  had 
accepted  the  Amendment.  He  was  con- 
nected with  an  institution — the  Found- 
ling Hospital — which  had  given  him 
some  little  experience  in  cases  of  this 
kind.  He  had  found  that  in  numerous 
instances  a  girl  whose  parents  were 
dead,  and  who  had  no  guardians,  was 
plaoed  out  in  domestic  aervioe,  and  it 
very  often  turned  out  that  the  person 
into  whose  servioe  she  went,  or  a  Dis- 
trict Visitor,  or  some  person  of  that 
desoription,  was  the  only  person  who 
took  any  interest  in  ber,  or  showed  her 
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any  kindDess.  It  vould  be  very  proper 
to  clothe  these  persons  with  aeme  legal 
authority,  if  they  were  villiog  to  aooept 
the  responeibility  of  it. 

Amendment  agr*ed  to. 

Mb.  WAETON  moved,  in  line  4  of 
the  propoaed  new  clause,  after  the  words 
"  immoral  purposes,"  to  insert  the  words 
"  as  in  this  section  defined."  The 
clauie  would  then  read — 


parent,  reUtiTe,  nr  guHrdiao  of 
girl,  that  there  ia  reaaimable  cause  to  suspect 
that  auch  vomaD  or  girl  ia  unlawf  nllf  detamed 
for  immoral  porposea,  as  in  thisssotion  defined." 

The  clause  as  it  stood  used  the  term 
"immoral  purposes,"  but  at  the  same 
time  did  not  define  what  those  immoral 
purposes  were,  and  it  might  be  con- 
tended that  an  artist  who  made  use  of  a 
model  for  the  purpose  of  a  sketch  might 
he  brought  under  the  operation  of  the 
clause.  He  thought  they  ought  to  have 
"immoral  purposes"  clearly  defined, 
hecause  there  might  be  other  purposes 
which  would  be  held  to  be  immoral  than 
those  which  were  defined  in  this  Act. 
There  would  be  no  use  in  passing  a 
clause  applying  to  immoral  purposes 
without  they  defined  what  those  im- 
moral purposes  were,  and  took  precau- 
tions to  see  that  the  provisions  of  the 
the  Bill  were  eaforoed. 

Amendment  proposed, 

Id  propoead  new  Clauie,  line  4,  after  the 
words  "  unmoral  purpoass,"  to  add  the  words 
"  aa  in  this  wotion  defined.''— {Jfr.  Wurton.) 

Question  proposed, "  That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

Tkb  SEOBETAEY  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AssHETON  Onoss)  said,  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  the  insertion  of  the  words. 

Amendment  agratd  to. 

Mb.  JAMES  STUART  said,  he  now 
proposed  an  Amendment,  in  line  5,  of 
which  he  had  given  Notice  some  days 
ago.  It  was  to  omit  the  word  "  may," 
in  order  to  insert  the  words  "shall 
forthwith."  The  clause  as  it  now  stood 
provided  that — 

"On  information  being  given  in  any  place 
within  the  jorisdiction  of  ajuaticeot  the  peace, 
■□ch  jnatics  may  issus  a  warract  anthoriainK 
the  person  named  therein  to  ■oiu'cli  for,  and, 
when  found,  to  take  to  and  detain  in  a  place  of 
safety  such  woman  or  girl  until  she  can  be 
brought  lieforo  a  justice  of  thp  peace." 
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The  effect  of  his  proposal  would  be, 
instead  of  making  it  permissive  for  the 
issue  of  the  warrant,  to  compel  the 
Justice  to  issue  it  "forthwith."  He 
conceived  that  the  word  "  may "  had 
bean  transferred  into  the  clause,  as  it 
was  now  drafted,  from  the  original 
clause,  and  upon  that  original  clause  he 
had  given  Notice  of  an  Amendment 
when  it  first  appeared.  He  thought  it 
was  undesirable  to  leave  the  matter 
within  the  discretion  of  any  Justice  of 
the  Peace  whether  he  should  issue  a 
warrant  or  not,  after  a  sworn  informa- 
tion was  laid  before  him  by  any  person 
properly  authorized  to  make  it  under 
the  Act.  What  he  desired  was  that  the 
Justice  of  the  Peace  should  be  obliged 
to  issue  the  warrant  just  as  he  would  be 
if  the  case  were  one  of  theft.  In  point 
of  fact,  the  only  effect  of  this  Amend- 
ment would  be  to  make  a  warrant  in 
cases  of  this  kind  run  on  all  fours  with 
a  search  warrant  for  stolen  property. 
He  thought  the  necessity  of  a  warrant 
being  issued  forthwith  was  quite  mani- 
fest, because  it  was  of  absolute  import- 
ance to  obtain  the  power  of  sean^  as 
speedily  as  possible,  so  as  to  guard 
against  any  wrong  happening  ;  and  as 
he  believed  the  whole  of  the  provisions 
of  this  Bill  would  be  brought  under  the 
Vexatious  Indictments  Act,  there  would 
be  a  remedy  against  any  person  who 
wrongful^  applied  for  a  warrant  in  the 
matter.  He,  therefore,  begged  to  move 
the  insertion  of  the  words  "  shall  forth- 
with," instead  of  the  word  "  may." 

Amendment  proposed, 

Id  Dew  Clause,  line  5,  after  the  words  "  such 
justice,"  to  omit  the  word  "  may,"  and  insert 
the  words  "  shall  forthwith."— (Jfr.  Jamti 
Stuart.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'may'  stand  part  of  the  new  Clause." 

The  SECEETAEY  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AasBETON  Gkobs)  said,  he  could  not 
possibly  accept  the  Amendment.  The 
whole  matter  was  left,  in  the  clause,  to 
the  discretion  of  the  magistrate,  and  it 
would  be  useless  to  make  the  proposed 
change,  because  there  would  be  nobody 
who  oould  be  a  judge  in  the  matter 
except  the  Justice  of  the  Peace  before 
whom  the  information  was  laid. 

Me.  8TAN8FELD  said,  he  was  in- 
clined to  think  that  the  Amendment 
would  give  greater  effect  to  the  clause. 
The  clause  at  present  read— 
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''That  if  it  appearad  to  anyji 


infonaatioi 


made  before  him  on 
inable  cauie  to  auipect 


oath,  that  there  wi ^ 

that  a  womaa  or  ohitd  waa  unlawfully  dotai 
for  immoral  purposes  by  any  perion  in  Bnj 
place  within'the  jcriedictioD  of  such  juatioe, hi 
might  iwue  a  wanant  authoriaing  th( 
named  iu  it  to  March  for  and  detain  vn  a  pi 
of  aafoty  any  Buoh  woman  or  ga\  until 
coutd    be    brought   before  a   jurtioe    of    the 

That,  bowever,  was  simply  permisaive, 
and  the  object  of  the  Amendment  was 
to  compel  the  Justioe  of  the  Peace  to 
issue  the  warrant. 

Amendment  n$gaUMd. 

MB.WHITBEEAD  moved  an  Amend- 
ment, the  object  of  which  was  to  give 
the  officer  exacting  the  warrant  power 
to  bring  before  the  magistrate  other 
persons  found  in  the  house  whom  he 
Buapeoted  to  come  within  the  operation 
of  the  Act.  He  wished  to  know  what  it 
waa  that  his  hon.  Friend  contemplated  ? 
The  house  which  was  to  be  so  searched 
might  probably  be  found  to  be  one  in 
which  there .  were  one  or  more  girls 
detained  who  were  not  specified  in  the 
warrant.  What,  in  such  a  case,  was  to 
happen  if  an  ofGoer  went  there  with  a 
search  warrant,  and,  although  he  suc- 
ceeded in  finding  the  girl  for  whom  he 
waa  in  search,  found  o^er  girls  detained 
by  the  owner  of  the  house  with  every 
reason  to  belioTe  that  they  were  unlaw- 
fully detained  for  immoral  purposes  ? 
When  the  Bi  II  oame  down  from  the  House 
of  Lords  the  only  person  who  could  exe- 
cute the  aearoh  warrant  was  a  Superin- 
tendent or  Inspector  of  Police,  or  some 
officer  of  that  kind,  and  Euch  Superin- 
tendent or  Inspector  of  Police,  or  officer, 
woutdhavepowertoapprehendand  bring 
before  the  Justices  any  person  who  might 
be  found  on  such  premises,  in  regard  to 
whom  there  might  be  reasonable  ground 
for  believing  that  she  was  detained  for 
immoral  purposes.  This  olause,  aa  it 
had  now  been  amended  by  the  Home 
Secretary,  seemed  to  have  weakened  the 
Bill  as  it  originally  came  down  to  the 
House  from  the  House  of  Lords,  and  be 
would,  therefore,  move  to  amend  the 
clause,  in  line  14,  by  inserting  the 
words — 

"  That  any  person  holding  such  warrant,  if 
■aperintendent  or  inspector,  or  other  officer  of 
police,  shall  apprehend  and  bring  before 
juitice  of  Uie  peace  or  stipendiary  magiatrate 
any  person  whom  hs  may  have  reaeonabla 
grouoda  to  suspect  to  be  guilty  of  an  offence 
Mr.  StamfeU 


ander  thii  Act.  and  also  any  woman  or  itirl 
in  respect  of  whom  auoh  an  offence  is  charged." 

Question  proposed, ' '  That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

Mb.  INCE  aaid,  he  had  an  Amend- 
ment which  would  come  before  the  one 
proposed  by  the  hon.  Glentleman.  In 
line  4  occurred  the  words  "  in  any  place 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  such  justice." 
The  effect  of  those  words  was  to  provide 
tliat  the  Justice  of  the  Peace,  who  was 
to  issue  the  search  warrant,  must  be  a 
Justice  having  jurisdiction  in  the  place 
where  the  girl  or  woman  was  detained. 
He  had  been  looking  at  the  larceny 
Act  and  some  other  Acts,  including, 
among  others,  an  old  Act  of  Qeorge  ill., 
having  regard  to  searches  for  marine 
stores  belonging  to  the  Crown,  and  in 
all  those  Acts  the  right  of  granting 
a  warrant  to  search  appeared  to  he 
general  —  that  was  to  say,  that  any 
Juatioe  of  the  Peace  might  issue  a 
search  warrant,  and  it  was  not  at  all 
material  that  the  Justice  of  the  Peaoe 
by  whom  the  warrant  was  issued  should 
have  jurisdiction  in  the  place  to  which 
the  warrant  applied.  This  was  a  some- 
what  important  matter,  because  it  might 
sometimos  be  difficult  to  define  the  exact 
limits  of  jurisdiction. 

Ma.  QBEGOIIY  rose  to  a  point  of 
Order.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man was  raising  a  question  upon  line  4 
of  the  new  clause,  whereas  the  Com- 
mittee had  already  passed  an  Amend- 
ment in  line  fi. 

Thk  CHAIBMAN  said,  that  waa  so, 
and  the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Qentleman  would,  therefore,  he 
out  of  Order. 

Thb  ATTOBNEY  general  (Sip 
Biciujtii.  Websteb)  said,  he  could  not 
approve  of  the  Amendment  which  had 
been  moved  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Bedford  (Mr.  Whitbread).  He  had  con- 
sidered this  point  before,  and  whatever 
might  be  the  actual  scope  of  the  words 
originally  used  in  Clause  6  of  the  Bill, 
he  did  not  think  they  were  intended  to 
have  the  operation  which  was  evidently 
the  desire  of  the  hon.  Member.  There 
could  be  very  little  doubt  that  if  the 
words  proposed  were  inserted,  anybody 
found  on  the  premises  in  respect  of 
which  a  charge  was  made  would  be 
liable  to  be  brought  before  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace.  He  did  not  think  it  was 
ever  intended  to  give  a  roving  commis- 
sion to  the  police  of  that  kind  which 
rri     I  .CoO^ijlc 
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vould  enable  them  to  brings  before  the 
magistrates  almost  any  person  whatever 
who  was  anajpected  of  oeing  guilty  of 
an  offence.  Oertainly,  if  that  had  been 
the  intention  of  the  present  clause  he 
shoald  have  asked  the  Oommittee  not  to 
adopt  it.  The  clause  as  it  now  stood 
directly  specified  what  the  cases  were  in 
which  the  police  should  have  the  right 
of  search,  and  who  the  persons  were 
who  were  to  be  brought  before  the 
Justices ;  but  the  Amendment  proposed 
hy  the  hon.  Member  would  give  a  gene- 
ral power  which  would  be  liable  to  be 
abused.  If  a  police  constable  happened 
to  see  some  girl  in  one  of  these  houses, 
which  he  was  entitled  to  search  by 
virtue  of  a  warrant,  there  would  bo 
very  little  difficulty  in  finding  out  whe- 
ther it  was  a  case  which  ought  to  be 
dealt  with,  and  making  it  subject  to 
another  information ;  but  he  (the  Attor- 
ney Gloneral)  submitted  that  it  would 
not  be  wise  to  give  a  power  of 
this  kind  to  the  police,  and  he  thought 
that  the  clause  of  bis  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Home  Secretary  went  far  enough. 

Ma.  WHITBREAD  said,  that  if  that 
was  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers  of 
the  Crown  ho  would  not  press  tho 
Amendment ;  but  he  would  point  out  to 
the  Committee  that  in  such  a  case  as 
that  which  had  been  mentioned  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General  the 
girl  might  be  spirited  away  before  a 
&esh  warrant  could  be  executed. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdraum, 

Mb.  Sekjeast  SIMON  moved  an 
Amendment,  in  line  27,  giving  the 
officer  in  possession  of  the  search  war- 
rant power  to  enter,  besides  the  original 
place — 

"  Any  other  house,  building,  or  place  where 
there  ii  reaaooable  Kroand  to  suspect  that  sach 
girls  ma  J  be  found. 

His  object  was  to  deal  with  a  case  of 
this  kind.  A  parent  or  guardian,  or 
other  person  having  a  hand  fida  in- 
terest in  the  girl,  might  lay  informatioD 
and  apply  for  a  warrant ;  but,  on  endea- 
vouring to  execute  it,  it  might  be  dis- 
covered that  the  girl  had  been  spirited 
away  to  another  house  or  place,  and  the 
effectof  adopting  this  Amendment  would 
be  to  enable  the  polioe  constable,  or 
any  other  person  executing  the  warrant, 
to  follow  the  girl.  He  thought  some 
such  words  were  necessary  to  give  effect 
to  the  clause.  Tho  object  of  tho  Amend- 
VOL.   CCC.      [thikd   aEniEa."] 


ment  was  so  obvious  that  he  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  discuss  it  at  length. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  new  Claim,  line  27,  after  the  word 
"  warrant,"  to  insert  the  words  "  or  anj  other 
house,  building,  or  pliice,  where  thera  is  reason- 
ahle  oTound  to  suspect  that  such  girls  may  be 
toimd."— {Jfr.  StTJtanl  Simon.) 

Question  proposed, ' '  That  those  words 
he  there  inserted." 

The  ATTOENET  GENEEAL  (Sip 
BiCn&BD  Webster)  said,  he  could  not 
accept  the  Amendment;  and  he  would 
remind  the  Committee  very  briefly  what 
the  foundationfor  this  new  power  was.  It 
was  an  information  before  a  magistrate 
stating  that  the  parent,  or  guardian,  or 
other  person  having  a  bond  jxd»  interest 
in  the  girl,  had  reason  to  suspect  that 
she  was  unlawfully  detained  for  an  hu- 
moral purpose  in  a  certain  house  or 
place  specified.  The  word  "place,"  of 
course,  was  an  elastic  one,  which  might 
apply  to  a  house  or  street,  or  to  more 
than  one  house  ;  and  if  the  magistrate 
had  information  before  him  he  would 
issue  a  warrant  in  such  a  form  as  to 
justify  the  polioe  officer  in  enteringmoro 
than  one  house.  It  was,  however,  de- 
sirable to  fix  the  special  place  to  which 
the  search  warrant  should  apply;  and  if 
the  police  officer  had  reason  to  believe 
that  the  girl  bad  been  taken  away  to 
another  place  it  would  then  become 
necessary  to  apply  for  a  fresh  warrant. 
He  submitted  to  the  Oommittee  that  it 
was  not  desirable,  in  giving  a  power  of 
this  kind  to  the  police,  to  give  what  he 
had  previously  called  a  roving  commia- 
sion.  He  thought  that  the  person  who 
applied  for  the  warrant  ought  to  satisfy 
himself,  in  tho  first  instance,  as  to  the 
place  which  ought  to  he  searched.  He 
sympathized  very  much  with  the  argu- 
ment of  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend ; 
but  he  thought  that  by  adopting  the 
Amendment  they  would  be  going  a  step 
too  far. 

Ma-  HOPWOOD  quite  agreed  with 
the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General. 
He  thought  it  would  be  monstrous  to 
confer  upon  the  police  these  largo 
powers,  under  which,  for  instance,  they 
might  be  able  to  search  Buckingham 
Palace  or  any  other  place.  It  would  be 
most  objectionable,  in  a  Bill  of  this 
nature,  to  give  powers  of  search  beyond 
those  already  conferred  in  other  cases 
by  the  Common  Law  either  to  a  pareot, 
2  F 
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OT  guardian,  or  to  any  otber  person  who 
might  have  a  bond  fide  interest  in  a  girl 
in  regard  to  whom  there  was  reason  to 
believe  that  she  was  unlawfully  detained 
for  immoral  purpoeee.  If  a  constable 
had  reason  to  believe  that  a  felony  had 
been  committed,  he  would  have  the 
right  to  enter  under  a  warrant  ao  tar  as 
any  queetion  of  felony  or  misdemeanour 
was  concerned.  Those  powers  existed 
at  present,  and,  in  reference  to  the  par- 
ticular oases  dealt  with  by  the  BiU,  It 
would  he  a  felony  if  the  girl  were  under 
13,  and  a  misdemeanour  if  she  was 
under  16.     His  own  opinion  was  that 


the  law  conferred  ample  powers  already, 
and  to  give  the  police  further  powers, 
under  this  clause,  would  be  to  bring 


about  the  mischief  which  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  had  shadowed  forth. 

Mr.  8brj£ai(t  SIUON  said,  he  re- 
gretted tbat  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
the  Attorney  General  could  not  accept 
the  Amendment,  because  he  thought 
that  it  simply  carried  out  the  object  of 
the  clause  itself.  So  far  as  entering  a 
house  in  order  to  see  whether  a  felony 
had  been  committed,  what  he  wanted 
was  that  the  police  should  have  autho- 
rity to  enter  it  in  order  to  prevent  a 
felony  from   being  committed.     If  it 


were  found  that  the  j 


k  for  whom 


the  police  were  searching  had  been  re- 
moved, the  Committee  would  see  what 
loss  of  time  might  be  involved.  In  the 
first  place,  it  might  not  be  possible  to 
find  a  magistrate  at  once,  and  there 
would  be  oonsiderabledifficulty  in  getting 
a  fresh  warrant.  Take  this  oase.  In 
the  afternoon  a  police  constable  went  in 
search  of  a  child,  and  found,  before  he 
could  execute  the  warrant,  that  she  had 
been  removed ;  he,  however,  received 
information  which  would  justify  him  in 
obtaining  another  warrant ;  but  on 
going  back  for  it  he  found  that  the 
magistrate  had  gone  away,  that  it  was 
impossible  to  obtain  another  warrant, 
and,  in  the  meantime,  all  the  mischief 
was  done.  What  he  wanted  was  to  pre- 
vent the  felony  from  being  committed ; 
but  if  the  Committee  would  not  support 
him  in  the  Amendment  he  would  ask 
leave  to  withdraw  it. 
Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn, 

Ms.  Sebjeakt  SIMON  said,  he  be- 
lieved they  had  now  reached  the  end  of 
the  new  clause,  and  in  that  case  he  had 
an  Amendment  to  propose,  the  object  of 
JIfr.  MopKood 


which  was  to  add  to  the  clause  words 
providing  that — 

>'  Id  the  atweace  of  >  Jnatica  of  ths  Pmm, 
or,  if  it  wGra  found  impoeable  to  to  before  m 
Jaatica  of  the  Peace,  a  SupenDtenaent  oi  In- 
Bpector  of  Police,  or  other  officsr  in  charge  of  a 
poiiee  BtatioD,  itiall.  on  receiTiiis  infonnation 
on  oath,  as  in  the  ciauae  mentioned,  take  each 
information  down  in  irritirtg,  and  ahall  net 
apon  it  in  all  reapecta  as  if  a  vurant  had  boon 
iamed  bb  aforeaaid;  and  that  any  penon  who 
shall  wilfully  make  mch  infonnation,  knowing 
it  to  be  f^ae,  sh^  b«  guilty  of  perjury,  and 
may  be  prooeedsd  against  and  ponished  aocord- 
ingly-" 

He  was  quite  aware  that  the  words  he 
proposed  to  add  might  be  open  to  ob- 
jeotion.  He  was  quite  alive  to  the 
danger  of  placing  a  power  of  this  kind 
in  the  hands  of  a  police  officer,  or  of  any 
other  person,  even  if  it  were  the  Home 
Secretary  or  the  hon.  and  learned  Attor- 
ney General  himself.  No  one  was  more 
keenly  alive  to  the  importance  of  safe- 
guarding the  liberties  of  the  people,  and 
of  not  allowing  them  to  be  subjected  to 
the  irresponsible  and  despotic  action  of 
the  police;  but  in  all  cases  there  were  in- 
stances to  be  found  which  would  demand 
exceptional  treatment.  Under  the  clause, 
as  it  DOW  stood,  a  search  warrant  might 
be  obtained  by  information  on  oath  be- 
fore a  magistrate  by  any  parent,  rela- 
tive, or  guardian,  or  other  person,  having 
a  bonA  fid*  interest  in  any  woman  or 
girl,  that  there  was  reasonable  cause 
to  suspect  that  she  was  unlawfully  de- 
tained for  immoral  purposes ;  but  what 
was  to  happen  if  a  magistrate  could  not 
be  found?  Suppose  that  it  became 
necessary  to  apply  for  a  warrant  late  at 
night,  and  that  information  reached  the 
police  station  through  the  parent  or 
guardian  that  a  child  was  looked  up  in 
a  particular  house  for  immoral  pur- 
poses, and  it  was  desirable  to  obtain 
power  at  once  in  order  to  rescue  and 
save  the  child.  Unless  the  magistrate 
oould  be  found,  which  might  be  very 
dif&cult  at  a  late  hour  of  the  night,  no 
warrant  could  be  obtained,  and  the  child 
might  fall  a  victim  unless  some  pro- 
vision, such  as  that  which  he  suggested 
in  the  Amendment,  were  inserted  in  the 
clause.  He  was  certainly  of  opinion 
that  power  ought  to  be  given  to  the 
police  to  go  and  do  all  that  was  neces- 
sary, even  without  a  magistrate's  war- 
rant, just  as  the  police  would  have  the 
right  to  do  ou  receiving  information  that 
a  felony  had  been  committed.  As  his 
hoR.  a&d  learned  Friend  the  Member  for 
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Stockport  (lifr.  Hopwood]  had  pointed 
out,  if  a  felon;  had  Been  ootnmitted,  and 
the  police  received  information  of  it,  they 
already  poaaesaed  the  power  of  entering 
a  houae,  and  taking  into  custody  the 
criminal  who  had  committed  the  offence. 
It  was,  therefore,  no  novel  power  to 
give  to  the  police  to  enable  them  to  eater 
a  house  without  a  warrant.  The  case 
ho  wanted  to  provide  for  was  a  case 
where  a  felony  had  not  actually  been 
committed,  and  where  a  child  had  not 
been  made  the  rictim  of  a  great  cr 
What  he  wished  was  to  save  the  child,  if 
possible,  from  the  consequences  of  the 
position  in  which  she  was  placed  ;  and 
it  was,  therefore,  for  that  reasou  that  he 
proposed  to  insert  these  words  to  pre 
Tide  that  if  by  any  accident  it  was  found 
impossible  to  go  before  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  then  the  Superintendent  or  In' 
spector  of  Police,  or  any  other  officer  ir. 
charge  of  a  police  station,  should  be  able 
to  receive  information  on  oath,  and  take 
down  such  information  in  writing,  and 
should  act  upon  it  in  all  respects  as  if  a 
warrant  had  been  issued.  In  order  to 
euard  against  abuse,  he  proposed  to  add 
wat  if  any  person  should  wilfully  and 
falsely  make  such  information,  knowing 
the  same  to  be  false,  he  should  be  gnilty 
of  peiju^,  and  should  he  liable  to  be 
proceeded  against  and  punished  ac- 
cordingly. His  object  in  adding  that 
proposal  was  to  safeguard  the  A^end* 
mont.  Short  of  having  a  warrant  issued 
in  the  presence  of  amagiatrate,  supposing 
that  a  magistrate  could  not  be  found  it 
was  desirable  that  the  police  should  take 
information  on  oath,  the  same  as  would 
be  necesaarv  for  the  isauingof  a  warrant; 
but  he  had  safeguarded  that  power  by 
providing  the  punishment  of  perjury 
against  any  person  who  wilfully  made  a 
f^se  statement.  It  was  only  in  a  very 
extreme  case  that  the  power  would  ever 
be  used.  The  felony  might  not  have 
been  actually  completed ;  and  all  he  pro- 
posed was  to  extend  to  the  police  con- 
stable, in  a  oase  where  it  was  suspected 
that  a  felony  was  about  to  be  committed, 
the  power  which  he  now  possessed  where 
a  felony  had  actually  been  oommitted. 

Amendment  proposed, 

At  end  of  new  Clause,  to  add — "  In  tlia  sb- 
■enca  of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  oc,  if  it  were 
fonod  imponible  to  go  before  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  a  SupetiDteniient  or  Inspector  of  Police, 
or  other  oQiciT  in  charge  of  a  police  statioo, 
shall,  on  leceiviDg  iofomulion  oa  oath,  aain 


the  clause  mentioned,  take  •ucb  infonaation 
dovn  in  wdtiiig,  and  ghall  act  apon  it  in  all 
respects  as  if  a  wairact  had  been  igsned  as  afoie- 
iaid  ;  and  that  any  peraon  who  shall  wilfully 
make  such  information,  knowing  it  to  be  false. 
shall  be  guilty  of  perjury,  and  may  be  proceeded 
againat  and  punislied  accordingly."  —  {Mr, 
Serj'iaat  Simon.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
he  there  added." 

The  attorney  GENEEAL  (Sir 
EiCHARD  Webster)  aaid,  that  much  as 
he  respected  the  motives  which  had  in- 
duced his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  to 
make  this  proposal  he  was  sorry  that  he 
was  obliged  to  oppose  the  Amendment. 
This,  as  he  had  pointed  out  before,  waa 
a  very  important  duty.  His  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  proposed  to  give  the 
power  even  to  a  police  officer  for  the 
time  being  in  charge  of  a  police  station. 
They  had  heard  of  oases  where  grave 
mistakes  had  been  oommitted  hy  police 
ofBcers  in  charge  of  a  police  station  when 
persons  were  brought  to  the  station ;  and 
he  did  not  think  that  the  Committee 
would  he  willing  to  entrust  to  a  suhordi- 
Date  police  officer  a  duty  of  such  re- 
sponsihility. 

Amendment  negatived. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
BiCHAun  Wbbstee)  moved  to  add  at 
the  end  of  the  clause  the  following 
Proviso : — 

"  Provided  always,  That  every  warrant  issnad 
under  thia  section  ihall  have  boeu  addressed  to 
and  executed bya  Superintendent,  Inspector,  or 
other  police  ofBcer." 

As  the  clause  had  been  framed  by  his 
light  hon.  Friend  the  Home  Secretary, 
the  warrant  was  to  be  issued  upon  in- 
formation laid  by  the  parent  or  guar- 
dian, or  any  person  having  bond  fide  in- 
terest in  the  girl.  Upon  that  informa- 
tion it  was  proposed  that  a  warrant 
should  he  issued  by  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  authorising  one  of  these  persons 
to  search  for  and  bring  up  the  girl.  It 
was  quite  clear  tfaat  this  might  be  a 
work  of  considerable  difficulty,  requir- 
great  tact ;  and  there  might  be  oo- 
oas  in  which  a  breach  of  the  peace 
might  be  caused,  and  it  would  be  dan- 
gerous, after  the  law  were  put  in  motion, 
if  some  porson,  in  no  way  connected 
with  the  administration  of  justice,  but 
only  having  an  interest  in  the  girl,  were 
allowed  to  go,  unassisted  by  anybody 
connected  with  the  law,  to  carry  out  the 
warrant.  The  Proviso  would,  bethought, 
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in  no  way  weaken  the  clause,  but  rather 
BtreDgthen  it  in  requiring  that  the  war- 
rant ehould  always  be  carried  out  by  a 
responsible  police  officer. 

Amendment  propoeed, 

At  Mid  of  new  Claufle,  to  add  —  "  Provided 
always.  That  oTery  vamiDt  iuund  under  this 
section  ahall  have  been  addressed  to  and  exe- 
cuted bj  a  Superintendent,  InspsctoT,  or  other 
officer  o( police."— (Jfr.  Attorney  Oentral.) 

Question  proposed,  "Thatthosewords 
be  there  added." 

Mr.  HOPWOOD  objented  to  the 
words  "  other  officer  of  police."  They 
would  include  all,  for  every  policeman 
was  an  "  officer."  He  thonght  that  a 
Police  Inspector  ought  to  be  the  lowest 
officer  entrustad  with  this  power. 

Mb.  west  suggested  that  tho  word 
might  be  "con8table"inBtead  of  "police 
officer."  There  might  be  instances  in 
which  the  only  officer  available  would 
be  a  parish  constable. 

Mr.  JAMES  STUABT  said,  he  under- 
stood the  object  of  the  Attorney  Qeneral 
to  be  that  in  either  oaae  the  execution 
of  the  warrant  could  only  be  entrusted 
to  a  police  officer. 

Tbb  ATTORNBT  GENERAT.  (Sir 
BioHASD  WebstebI  said,  that  was  so. 

Mr.  JAMES  STUART  agreed  that  it 
would  be  quite  proper  to  take  precau- 
tions to  prevent  a  person  visiting  a  house 
of  this  kind  with  a  search  warrant  in  an 
infuriated  state  of  mind.  Under  suoh 
circumstances,  a  breach  of  the  peace 
might  be  occasioned,  and  he  should, 
therefore,  be  accompanied  by  a  police 
officer ;  but  ha  thought  that  provision 
should  be  made  to  enable  the  parent  or 
guardian  to  accompany  the  police  in  the 
search  if  it  were  only  for  the  identifi- 
cation of  the  child.  To  Olause  6  of  the 
Bill  as  it  originally  stood  he  had  put 
down  an  Amendment  to  this  efiisot— to 
enable  a  pohce  officer  of  ordinary  or 
superior  rank  to  enter  the  premises  with 
such  assistance  as  he  might  consider 
necessary.  In  additien  to  those  words 
he  proposed,  in  order  to  make  it  sure 
that  there  should  be  ample  identification 
of  the  child,  to  add  these  words — "  Such 
assistance  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
identification  of  the  girl  or  otherwise." 
His  object  in  making  that  proposal  was 
to  permit  that  in  every  case  where  the 
parent  or  guardian  made  a  proper  re- 
presentation he  should  be  allowed  to 
accompany  the  police  in  the  search.  He 
was  afraid  that  the  parent  or  guardian 
Th  Aitomei)  General 


would  run  the  risk  of  being  excluded  if 
the  words  suggested  by  the  Attorney 
O-eneral  were  adopted ;  and  he  hoped, 
therefore,  the  bon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man would  reconsider  the  exact  form  of 
words  with  a  view  of  providing  for  tho 
point  he  had  indicated. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AssHETOif  Gboss)  thought  the  words 
proposed  by  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
the  Attorney  General  were  all  that  were 
necessary.  They  required  that  an  officer 
of  police,  whether  an  ordinary  constable 
or  an  officer  of  superior  rank,  should 
execute  a  warrant ;  and  it  was  perfectly 
clear  when  any  necessity  arose  that  the 
police  would  have  a  perfect  right  to  take 
such  strength  with  them  as  they  might 
deem  necessary  for  enforcing  the  war- 
rant, or  for  the  purpose  of  identification. 
Therefore,  the  words  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  proposed  to  add  would  be 
mere  surplusage. 

Mh.  JAMES  STUART  said,  he  cer- 
tainly felt,  seeing  that  this  was  a  matter 
of  morality,  some  distrust  in  regard  to 
the  action  of  the  police ;  and,  therefore, 
he  woidd  like  to  give  the  parent  op 
guardian  something  more  in  the  shape 
of  a  right  than  the  mere  permission  of 
the  police  to  accompany  them  in  the 
search  for  the  purpose  of  identification. 

Mr.  STATEUIY  HILL  said,  he  could 
not  understand  why,  if  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber had  a  distrust  of  the  police,  ha 
should  desire  to  give  them  such  enor- 
mous powers.  It  was  quite  dear  that 
no  police  officer  in  his  senses  would  go  to 
look  after  a  girl  if  ha  was  not  accompa- 
nied by  somebody  who  was  able  to 
identify  her. 

Ma.  BULWER  said,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Hackney  (Mr.  J.  Stuart)  had 
remarked  that  the  relative  or  other  per- 
son interested  in  the  case  might  be  in 
an  infuriated  condition.  It  was,  there- 
fore, extremely  desirable  that  the  police 
officer  should  have  some  discretion  vested 
in  him  to  say  whether  it  was  wise  to 
associate  with  himself  in  the  search  an 
infuriated  person  who  might  probably 
bring  about  a  breach  of  the  peace. 

Mr.  INCE  pointed  out  that  there 
might  be  danger  of  collusion  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  if  they  placed  the  right  of 
search  in  the  hande  of  the  police  only. 
It  must  he  borne  in  mind  that  the  per- 
sons with  whom  the  police  would  have  to 
deal  in  these  cases  were,  in  most  cases, 
persons  making  a  large  income  out  of 
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thoir  nefftrioua  practices;  and,  therefore, 
tiiej  would  be  supplied  with  lung  purses, 
vhich  might  be  exercised  in  preventing 
a  poor  man  from  obtaining  his  rights. 
If  they  put  the  right  of  search  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  the  police,  without  de- 
siring to  make  any  imputation  upon 
that  Dody,  he  thought  they  might  be 
putting  an  instrument  in  the  hands  of 
men  who  worked  hard  for  extremely 
small  salaries,  and  who  were,  conse- 
quently, open  to  bribes.  It  must  also 
be  borne  in  mind  that  the  esecution  of 
the  law  would  be  entrusted  to  them  as 
against  persons  who  possessed  the  means 
of  bribing,  and  who  would  not  hesitate 
to  go  any  length  in  order  to  prevent  the 
possibility  of  discovery. 

The  SECRETAEY  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  Absheton  Cboss]  reminded  the  bon. 
and  learned  Member  that  there  was  no- 
thing new  in  the  clause,  and  that  all 
warrants  were  now  executed  by  the 
police. 

Amendment  agrni  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Clause,  as  amended,  be  added 
to  the  BiU." 

Me.  M'COAN  said,  that,  before  the 
clause  was  finally  adopted,  be  wished  to 
call  attention  to  the  vagueness  and  in- 
adequacy of  the  n-ords  in  the  10th  line 
of  the  clause,  which  provided  that  the 
girl  might  be  delivered  up  to  her  parents 
or  guardians,  "  or  otherwise  dealt  with 
as  circumstances  may  require."  To  his 
mind,  that  contained  no  enactment  what- 
ever, nor  did  it  add  anything  to  the 
present  power  of  the  Justices.  A  girl 
might  he  taken  out  of  a  hot^se  which  was 
not  necessarily  a  brothel,  and,  once  out 
of  it,  the  power  of  interference  by  the 
police  would  be  exhausted.  The  girl 
would  bo  practically  in  the  stroete  with- 
out being  under  the  legal  control  of 
any  person  whatever.  He  had  brought 
that  question  forward  before,  but  had 
been  stopped  by  a  remark  from  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Derby  (Sir 
William  Harcourt),  that  the  case  was 
one  which  was  dealt  with  under  the  In- 
dustrial Schools  Act.  But  on  referring 
to  that  Act  he  found  that  he  (Mr. 
M'Coan)  was  right,  and  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  entirely  wrong. 
The  present  clause  referred  not  only  to 
girls,  but  to  women.  There  were  two 
Acts  which  affected  the  question,  and 
the   first,    which   was   passed  in   18ti6, 


provided  for  the  detention  of  girls 
under  12  years  of  age;  the  second  in- 
creased the  age  from  12  to  14 ;  and  in 
those  cases  there  was  power  to  send  the 
girls  to  an  industrial  school.  But  there 
was  no  provision  for  girls  beyond  that 
age.  The  Act  of  leSO  did  provide 
for  the  treatment  of  and  dealing  with 
girla  who  were  found  lodging,  living,  or 
residing  reputedly  for  purposes  of  pros- 
titution ;  but  that  was  a  limitation  of 
possibility  which  was  not  dealt  with  by 
this  new  clause  at  all.  He  had  no 
doubt  that  there  were  oases  in  which 
girls  were  smuggled  into  a  private 
house  or  hotel  which  could  not  be  de- 
scribed as  being  kept  "  for  purposes  of 
prostitution,"  and  in  that  case  the  girl 
could  not  be  said  to  be  living  in  the 
cranpanionship  of  prostitutes.  Unless, 
therefore,  there  was  some  such  pro- 
vision as  he  suggested,  the  law  would 
still  remain  inoperative;  and  he  trusted 
the  Home  Secretary  would  consent  to 
the  insertion  of  some  words  which  woold 
render  the  clause  more  effective. 

I'HE  8ECEETABT  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AseuETOK  Ckoss)  said,  the  hon. 
Member  asked  what  wae  to  be  done 
with  the  girl  when  she  was  taken  out  of 
the  house  where  she  had  been  detained 
for  immoral  purposes  ?  The  clause  pro- 
vided that  she  must  go  with  her  parent 
or  guardian,  or,  if  no  parent  or  guar- 
dian was  to  be  found,  with  any  person 
who  had  a  hand  Jid»  interest  in  her  be- 
fore the  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  pre- 
sumed that  if  there  was  no  person  to 
take  charge  of  her  she  could  be  handed 
over  to  the  Board  of  Quardians  and 
taken  care  of  out  of  the  rates.  He  thought 
that  course  would  be  taken  under  the 
clause  as  it  stood  at  present ;  and  if 
there  was  no  parent  and  no  legal  guar- 
dian the  girl  would,  of  course,  be  sent 
to  the  workhouse,  and  dealt  with  in  some 
other  nay.  He  did  not  wish  to  send 
her  before  the  magistrates,  unless  there 
was  no  other  way  of  dealing  with  her ; 
and,  therefore,  he  would  be  chary  in 
putting  any  additional  words  into  the 
clause.  He  would,  however,  consider 
the  point  before  the  Beport,  and  see 
whether  the  clause  could  be  altered  in 
any  way. 

Mr.  JAMES  STUART  said,  he  was 
satisfied,  as  far  as  he  was  concomed, 
with  llie  promise  given  by  the  right  hon. 
Qentleman ;  but  he  should  not  be  as- 
tonished if  there  wore  a  large  awaken-i 
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ing  of  public  opinion  in  this  matter, 
and  if  it  were  ultimately  fouud  that 
children  who  were  rescued  were  subse- 
quently left  horaeleBB  and  friendless. 
Under  the  circumstance e,  he  ivould  be 
prepared  to  await  the  result  of  the  opera- 
tion of  the  clause  before  taking  further 
legislative  action  in  bo  difRcult  a  matter. 
The  only  objection  be  had  at  present  to 
tbe  clause  was  to  that  part  of  it  which 
related  to  the  execution  of  the  warrant, 
and  which  placed  the  sole  power  in  the 
hands  of  the  police.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  said 
that  the  insertion  of  additional  words 
was  not  necessary,  because  all  the  war- 
rants were  now  executed  by  the  police ; 
but  he  thought  that  some  words  should 
be  added  to  give  the  Justice  of  the 
Peace  power  to  order  that  some  person 
should  accompany  the  police  officer  in 
the  execution  of  the  warrant.  He 
thought  that  that  might  meet  the  diffi- 
culty, and  upon  the  Bepurt  he  would 
propose  an  Amendment  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  GSEOOST  said,  he  thought  it 
would  be  very  dangerous  to  impose  any 
legal  liability  in  regard  to  the  future 
care  of  a  girl  rescued  under  these  cir- 
cumstances upon  the  person  who  had 
interposed  in  her  behnlf.  There  were 
many  persons  who  would  be  anxious  to 
befriend  children  placed  in  this  deplor- 
able condition ;  but  if  it  were  to  inrolve 
a  future  liability  to  provide  for  them 
they  might  hesitate  very  much  about 
abowing  any  kindness  in  the  matter. 
There  were  a  good  many  individuals 
who  would  do  a  great  deal  voluntarily  ; 
but  if  it  came  to  compulsion,  they  would, 
at  any  rate,  hesitate  before  they  incurred 
any  responsibility. 

Mb.  liRYCE  said,  that  before  the 
clause  was  added  to  the  Itill  there  was 
one  point  upon  which  he  wished  to  say 
a  word.  He  desired  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Home  Secretary  to  the  fact 
that  in  many  cases  it  was  very  difficult 
to  know  where  the  magistrates  wore  to 
be  found,  as  many  of  them  lived  a  long 
distance  from  their  courts.  He  thought 
it  would  very  much  conduce  to  the 
smooth  working  of  the  measure  if  some 
steps  wore  taken  to  remedy  this  diffi- 
culty. In  London  some  of  the  stipen- 
diary magistrates  lived  a  long  distance 
from  the  police  court  at  which  they  pre- 
sided, and  were  not  accessible  at  night 
at  hours  when  an  application  for  a  war- 
rant would  most  probably  be  made.  It 
Mr.  Jamn  Stuart 


would  bo  moat  advantageous,  he  thought, 
if  steps  were  taken  to  make  known  who 
the  Justices  of  the  Peace  were,  and 
where  their  residences  were  to  be  found. 
He  made  the  suggestion  to  the  Home 
Secretary  in  the  hope  that  he  would 
give  instructions  to  the  police  to  pro- 
vide that  this  information  should  be 
readily  obtained  at  all  the  police  sta- 

TnE  SECKETAUT  of  STATE  (Sir 
E.  AssHF.TON  Cross)  thought  that  the 
matter  alluded  to  by  the  Eon.  Member 
was  one  rather  of  administration  than 
of  legislation.  At  the  same  time,  he 
thought  tbe  suggestion  was  a  very  good 
one,  and  he  would  consider  it  before 
the  Eeport. 

Mb.  R.  T.  REID  said,  that  a  cose 
might  occur  of  special  emergency,  and 
he  asked  if  tbe  Home  Secretary  would 
consider  before  the  Report  if  it  were 
possible  to  take  any  course,  properly  safe- 
guarded, which  would  enable  a  Superin- 
tendent of  Police,  OP  some  other  police 
officer,  where  it  was  found  impossible  to 
get  a  police  m^istrate  to  interfere,  to 
exercise  some  limited  power. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agrstd  to,  and 
added  to  the  Bill. 

Me.    STANSFELD    moved,    after 

Clause  5,  to  insert  the  following 
Clause  :— 

(Medical  eiamination  when  unlawful). 
"  Any  medical  man,  midwife,  or  other  person 
vho,  knowing  or  having  nuuomible  cause  to 
believa  that  Uie  examination  is  required  inth 
a  view  to  an  immoral  purpose,  ehtll  examine 
any  woman  or  j[irl  in  order  to  diicoTsr  whether 
ihe  he  a  virgin,  shall  be  guilty  ot  a  miade- 
mcanour.  and,  being  convicted  theruaf,  shall 
bo  liablo.  at  the  discrelion  of  the  court,  to  be 
imprisoned  for  any  term  not  exceeding  two 
years,  with  or  withont  hard  labour." 
The  right  bon.  Gentleman  said  Uiat  the 
proposal  which  he  submitted  to  the  con- 
siderationoftheCommittee  was  an  excep- 
tional one ;  but  it  was  made  under  excep- 
tional circumstances.  They  had  heard 
a  great  deal  lately  of  the  abuse  of  the 
privileges  of  the  Medical  Profession  in 
connection  with  the  commission  of  abo- 
minable offences,  and  it  was  against  the 
perpetration  of  such  offences  that  the 
clause  was  directed.  He  did  not  know 
whether  there  was  any  person  who  could 
say  to  what  extent  these  offences  were 
committed ;  but  the  allegations  which 
had  been  made  bad  not  been  contra- 
dicted, as  far  aa  he  was  aware,  either 


877 


C'rimtHal  Laic 


{AuGBST  3,  1885} 


Amendment  Ml.  878 


on  tbe  platform  or  ia  the  PreBB;  and, 
therefore,  he  was  bound  to  believe  that, 
to  a  certain  extent,  they  were  true.  If 
there  wore  cases  of  the  kind,  whether 
they  were  few  or  many,  he  hold  it  to  be 
the  du^  of  Parliament  to  make  pro- 
vision ior  them.  He  therefore  begged 
to  move  the  clause  which  stood  in  hie 
name. 

Mew  Clause  brought  up,  and  read  the 
first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Bicn.utD  Webstee)  said,  he  could  not 
ask  the  Committee  to  agree  with  the 
clause.  Of  course,  he  accepted  the 
statement  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  moved  it ;  but  hn  objected  to  the 
clause  as  a  matter  of  principle.  In  the 
first  place,  he  thought  it  would  be  un- 
wiBS,  on  the  face  of  the  Bill,  to  drav  a 
distinction  between  girls  who  came 
within  the  class  of  virgin  and  those  who 
were  not.  It  would  be  a  very  difficult 
ttung  indeed  to  decide  who  should  como 
within  that  class,  and  it  was  not  desir- 
able, when  they  were  administering  the 
law  on  a  broad  principle,  to  say  that 
special  privileges  should  be  given  to 
any  particular  class ;  but  there  was  an- 
other objection  to  the  clause,  which  he 
would  specially  commend  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  It  was  well  known 
by  those  connected  with  the  administra- 
tion of  justice,  especially  in  the  Divorce 
Court,  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary, 
for  proper  and  sufficient  purposes,  that 
an  examination  should  someumes  take 
place  by  a  medical  man;  and  if  this 
clause  were  passed  medical  men  might 
decline  to  have  anything  to  do  with  such 
an  examination.  Even  assuming  that 
a  girl  was  not  a  virgin  in  tbo  sense 
which  the  right  hon. Gentleman  meant,  it 
might  still  be  right  to  have  a  full  oppor- 
tunity for  examination ;  and  he  did  not 
think  it  was  desirable  that  the  Bill 
should  contain    a  clause   in  favour  of 

aiocial  protection  being  given  to  any 
ass  of  persons.  As  to  what  bad  been 
said  in  reference  to  the  recent  action  of 
the  Press,  he  desired  to  say  very  em- 
phatically that,  however  much  public 
opinion,  with  reference  to  fbc  subject- 
matter  of  the  Bill,  might  have    been 
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awakened,  inasmuch  as  they  woidd 
have  adhered  to  the  Bill  in  any  circum- 
stances, and  it  would  have  been  pro- 
ceeded with  quite  apart  from  any  state- 
ments which  had  appeared  in  the  Press. 
At  the  same  time,  he  had  no  wish  to 
pass  any  criticiBm  upon  the  action  of  Tha 
Pall  Stall  Oazettt ;  a.nA  he  certainly  did 
not  attach  so  much  importance  to  that 
part  of  the  exposure  which  referred  to 
proceedings  of  the  kind  mentioned  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  as  he  might 
to  some  others. 

Ma.  MITCHELL  HENEY  said,  that 
as  the  Government  did  not  intend  to 
accept  the  clause,  his  duty  would  be 
rendered  more  easy  than  it  would  other- 
wise have  been.  He  had  come  down  to 
the  Committee  to  protest  against  the 
clause,  and  to  oppose  it  by  every  means 
in  his  power.  He  regretted  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  should  have  at- 
tempted to  place  an  unmerited  stigma 
upon  a  distinguished  Professioii  by  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  worded  the 
olanse.  He  would  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  what  ground  he  had  for 
branding  an  honourable  Profession  with 
the  most  frightful  imputations  which 
could  be  cast  upon  any  class  of  persons  ? 
He  was  convinced  that  in  no  part  of  the 
world,  except  in  England,  could  any 
person  for  one  moment  have  supposed 
that  medical  men  required  to  be  spe- 
cially legislated  against  on  account  of 
practices  uf  this  kind  being  prevalent 
among  them.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man appeared  to  be  satisfied  with  a  very 
small  amount  of  evidence  in  order  to 
induce  him  to  infiict  an  inexcusable  and 
abominable  insult  upon  a  Profession 
which  everyone  respected.  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  wished  to  &ame  his 
clause  simply  to  insure  that  the  object 
of  it  should  be  carried  out,  it  would 
have  been  quite  sufficient  to  have  used 
the  words  "  any  person,"  instead  of 
which  he  had  attempted  to  inflict  upon 
the  Medical  Profession  an  insult  of 
which  they  were  altogether  undeserv- 
ing. He  protested  against  the  infa- 
mous publication  which  bad  charged 
medical  men  with  the  malpractices  to 
which  this  clause  had  reference.  What 
possible  good,  he  asked,  could  be  done 
by  tbe  offensive  and  bestial  prints  with 
wbich  the  town  was  nowinundated?  For 
bis  own  part,  ho  did  not  believe  one 
word  of  the  statements  which  had  been 
made,  and  ho  would  like  to  call  the  at- 
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tention  of  the  Committee  to  tlie  conduct 
of  tlio  conductors  of  the  journal  in  wliich 
they  had  appeared.  [Cri«  of  "Ques- 
tion !  "]  What  they  had  done  appeared 
to  be  to  diecover  some  medical  man  who 
was  willing  to  make  himBoIf  a  party  to 
theae  disgraceful  proceedings,  and  then 
to  publish  an.  account  of  the  investiga- 
tions of  this  medical  man.  Ho  believed 
that  in  so  doing  they  had  themselves 
been  guilty  of  a  criniinal  offence.  If  not 
guilty  of  a  criminal  offence  it  ought  to 
be  made  one ;  and,  eo  far  as  the  Medical 
Profession  was  concerned,  this  indi- 
vidual who  had  placed  his  services  at 
the  disposal  of  Tk»  Pall  Mall  Gautte  was 
the  only  individual  who  had  really  and 
truly  appeared  in  such  a  position.  He 
was  therefore  glad  that  the  Uovemment 
objected,  not  only  to  the  first  words  of 
this  clause,  but  to  the  whole  of  it. 
Whether  it  was  true  that  such  things 
were  ever  done  he  did  not  know ;  but  he 
did  not  think  it  was  proper  to  place  such 
a  brand  upon  their  common  humanity 
without  better  proof  than  that  which 
had  been  afforded  in  the  columns  of 
The  Pall  Nail  GazHtt.  He  trusted  that 
the  Committee  generally  would  express 
its  indignation  against  Th«  Pall  Mall 
Gazette  for  continuing  to  inundate  the 
country  with  unnecessary  sensual  and 
pestilent  paragraphs. 

Me.  8TAN8FELD  remarked  that 
after  the  violent  attack  which  had  been 
made  upon  him 

Ma.  WAETON  ;  No,  no  ! 

Mk.  STANSFELD  said,  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Bridport  (Mr.  War- 
ton)  must  forgive  him  if  he  repeated  that 
it  was  a  violent  attack. 

Me.  WAETON:  Not  half  strong 
enough. 

Mr.  STANSFELD  said,  the  hon. 
Member  had  undoubtedly  made  a  some- 
what violent  attack  upon  him.  Ho  did 
not  object  to  that  attack,  because  he 
knevr  that  the  hon.  Qentleman  bad  in 
former  times  been  an  honourable  and 
distinguished  member  of  the  Profession 
which  he  now  desired  to  defend.  But 
what  he  (Mr.  Stansfeld)  wished  to  draw 
attention  to  was  the  fact  that  the  hon. 
Oontlcman  had  practically  justified  his 
clause,  because  the  ample  knowledge 
he  possessed  of  tho  Profession  of  which 
be  was  formerly  a  member  did  not 
induce  him  to  say  that  sueh  things 
had  ]}ot  happened  in  the  past  and  might 
not  happen  again.  His  hon.  Friend 
Mr.  Milcitll  Hairy 


stated  that  if  they  wished  to  accomplish 
this  object  it  ought  to  bo  accomplished 
by  a  different  method,  and  by  the  use, 
in  the  clause,  of  different  phraseology. 
He  was  perfectly  ready  to  accept  any 
different  phraseology;  but  he  had  felt 
that  he  could  not  logically  put  it  in  any 
other  form.  It  would  have  been  impos- 
sible to  make  hia  meaning  clear  except 
by  putting  it  in  these  words ;  but 
when  his  hon.  Friend  came  forward 
and  said  that  ho  could  not  accept 
the  Amendment  uuless  it  was  put  in 
a  form  which  would  not  convey  a  re- 
flection upon  an  honourable  Profession 
he  had  no  answer  to  give  except  to  ex- 
press his  readiness  to  acquiesce  in  the 
request  of  his  ban.  Friend,  and  to  say 
that  he  should  be  delighted  to  do  bo  U 
it  were  possible.  Having  made  that 
concesHion  he  should  feel  bound  to  inust 
upon  dividing  upon  the  clause. 

The  SECEETABY  of  STATE  (Sir 
E.  AasnETON  Cross)  said,  the  clause  was 
undoubtedly  a  very  strong  one  so  far  as 
the  honourable  Profession  to  which  it 
related  was  concerned.  It  might  bo  the 
fact  that  some  cases  of  this  kind  had 
happened  ;  but  he  should  be  sorry  to 
see  such  a  clause  put  into  any  Bill  at 
the  present  moment  without  there  was 
the  strongest  evidence  to  show  its  neces- 
sity. The  right  hon.  Qentleman  seemed 
to  have  forgotten  one  point — namely, 
that  if  a  medical  gentleman  undertook 
on  examination  of  this  kind  at  the  in- 
stance of  a  third  person  he  would  un- 
doubtedly be  guilty  of  conspiracy,  and 
would  lay  himself  open  to  a  prosecution 
together  with  the  other  person  con- 
cerned. He  believed  that  the  law  re- 
lating to  indecent  assaults  was  quite 
strong  enough,  and  would  meet  the 
object  of  the  right  hon.  Qentleman.  He, 
therefore,  hoped  that  the  clause  would 
not  be  pressed. 

Sm  LYON  PLAYFAIE  expressed  a 
hope  that  his  right  hon.  Friend  would 
not  divide  upon  the  clause.  There 
might  be  in  the  Medical  Profession, 
unhappily,  some  person  so  degraded  as 
to  undertake  an  examination  of  this 
kind  ;  but  that  was  no  reason  why  they 
should  insert  a  clause  in  the  Bill  which 
would  cast  an  imputation  npon  the  whole 
Medical  Profession,  His  right  hon. 
Friend  stated  in  the  clause — 

'■Any  medieat  man,  or  other  penon.  wh" 
had  reuonable  cause  to  believe  that  tlie  eunii. 
nalion  was  required  lor  an  iounond  pnrpow." 
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How  vas  a  medicnl  rann  to  have  reason- 
able caiiae  to  beliuve  that  except  by  in- 
Btituting  a  crosB-examiDation  of  a  most 
delicate  nature  which  might  place  him 
in  a  very  difSonlt  position  ? 

Mb.  STANSFELD  said,  he  had  no 
obiectiontoleaveout  the  words  "medi- 
cal man." 

Sib  LYOK  PLATFAIE  said,  the 
voids  which  followed  were  "midwife, 
or  any  other  person." 

Mb.  STANSFELD  said,  he  would 
confine  the  clause  to  "  any  person." 

SiE  LYON  PLAYFAIK  remarked 
that,  in  hie  opinion,  the  clauae  was  not 
required  at  all.  If  a  degraded  medical 
man,  or  any  other  pereon,  could  be  in- 
duced to  make  such  an  examination 
he  would  place  himself  under  the 
law  relating  to  indecent  assaults ;  and, 
therefore,  the  clause  was  not  re- 
quired. 

Mk.  SAMUEL  MOELET  desired  to 
Bay  a  word  or  two  with  regard  to  what 
was  eaid  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Gal  way  (Mr.  Mitchell 
Henry)  as  to  certain  statements  which 
had  appeared  in  Tha  Pail  Mall  Gatettt. 
No  doubt,  as  a  matter  of  taste,  most 
serious  objections  might  be  raised  to 
the  modu*  operandi  of  the  newspaper  in 

Suestion ;  but  ho  was  prepared  to  say 
istinctly,  having  been  engaged  for  four 
days  with  tbree  or  four  distinguished 
men  in  making  an  inTeatigation,  that 
the  truth  of  the  statements  made  by 
Th^  Pall  Mall  Gaztttt  was  substantially 
proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Com- 
mittee. He  would  even  go  so  far  as  to 
say  that  the  half  had  not  been  told  of 
the  condition  of  things  in  London.  Al- 
though he  could  not  approve  of  the 
phraseology  adopted  by  the  writer  of 
the  articles,  he  believed  Th*  Fait  Mall 
Gewtte  had  done  an  enormous  service 
to  the  moral  life  of  London.  He  trusted 
hia  right  hon.  Friend  {Mr.  Stansfeld) 
would  caiTy  the  Amendment  to  a  divi- 
sion ;  if  he  did  he  (Mr.  S.  Morley)  would 
certainly  vote  with  him. 

Mb.  STAVELEY  HILL  declared,  in 
the  face  of  the  country,  that  if  the  state- 
ments made  by  The  Fall  Mall  Gazttta 
had  been  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of 
what  was  called  the  Committee  of  In- 
vestigation, it  was  the  duty  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  give  the  names  of  the  persons 
implicated.  A  filthy  editor  of  a  filthy 
production  had  no  right  to  make  gross 
charges  against  Knglishmen  occupying 


exalted  positions  in  Church  and  State, 
and  then  to  go  skulking  before  four  or 
five  mea  who  were  as  unfit  to  try  the 
case  as  they  would  be  to  try  a  domestic 
cat.  If  the  sllegationa  were  true  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  publishers  of  the  journal 
in  which  they  were  made  to  give  the 
names  of  the  guilty  persons.  Dearly 
cherished  as  some  members  of  the  In- 
vestigation Committee  were,  it  was  their 
duty  also  to  give  to  the  House  and  the 
country  the  names  of  the  persons  im- 
plicated, so  that  if  they  had  been  guilty 
of  these  foul  practices  they  might  be 
convicted  of  them  and  dismissed  from 
the  offices  they  held. 

Thb  CHAIRMAN :  I  muet  beg  of 
the  Committee  to  return  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  clauses  of  the  Bill. 

SiE  WILLIAM  HAECOHET  said, 
everybody  must  feel  that  if  crimes  of 
this  kind  were  committed  by  medical 
men  they  ought  to  be  punished.  But 
the  Committee  must  be  very  careful 
what  they  did.  He  pointed  out  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Halifax  (Mr.  Stansfeld)  that  it  waa  not 
merely  by  generalizing  the  words  that 
the  guilty  men  only  would  be  reached. 
The  great  risk  which  the  Medical  Pro- 
fession ran  of  having  charges  preferred 
against  them  was  very  well  known,  and 
therefore  he  entreated  the  Committee  to 
pause  before  accepting  this  Amendment. 
If  a  clause  of  this  kind  were  carried,  he 
could  not  see  how  a  medical  man  could 
safely,  in  delicate  cases,  attend  women  at 
all.  Suppose  a  woman,  suffering  from 
a  painful  disease  with  which  human 
nature  was  afflicted,  went  to  a  doctor  for 
advice.  What  would  be  the  position  of 
the  medical  man  if  he  felt  there  was 
the  possibility  of  a  criminal  charge 
being  preferred  against  him  ?  Of  course, 
examinations  of  a  certain  nature  must 
necessarily  be  made  very  privately ;  and, 
therefore,  the  medical  man  was  at  the 
mercy  of  any  person  who  consulted  him. 
This  was  a  fact  which  must  bo  taken 
intoconsideration. 

Mr.  FIETH  thought  it  waa  very  un- 
desirable to  duplicate  legislation.  If  he 
rightly  understood  the  Home  Secretary 
(Sir  R.  Assheton  Cross)  it  was  the  rigLt 
bon.  Gentleman's  opinion  that  legis- 
lation already  provided  for  a  case  of  this 
kind.  He  would  like  to  know  from  the 
hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General  (Sir 
Eichard  Webster)  whether  he  did  not 
consider  that  offences  of  the  nature  con- 


Criminal  Law 


J  COMMONS  1 


Amendment  BiU. 


templated  were  not  sufficiently  met  by 
the  existing  law? 

Mr.  BWYER  gray  said,  it  was  a 
vsty  serious  thing  to  aak  the  House  of 
CommoDB  to  cast  a  slur  of  tbie  kind 
upon  a  highly  honourable  FrofesBioa 
upon  the  strength  of  the  allegations 
made  in  Tht  Pail  Mall  Oaztlte,  allega- 
tiona  in  which  no  names  had  been  men- 
tioned. No  means  of  identification  had 
been  provided,  and  the  verification  of 
the  allegations,  if  verification  it  could  be 
called,  had  been  made  by  a  number  of 
gentlemen  who,  however  mach  they 
might  be  reepei^ted — and,  of  course,  the 
Committee  did  respect  them  individually 
and  collectively — had,  in  the  opinion  of 
rational  men,  discredited  their  own  cer- 
tificate. The  Investigation  Committee 
said  they  did  not  investigate  charges 
against  classes;  secondly,  they  did  not 
investigate  charges  against  the  police ; 
thirdly,  they  did  not  investigate  charges 
agdust  individuals.  What,  then,  did 
they  investigate?  What  conceivable 
means  could  they  have  taken  to  verify 
the  charges?  There  might  be  medical 
men  who  were  a  discredit  to  their  call- 
ing; but  the  same  thing  happened  in 
every  Profession,  Ha  asserted  that  the 
suggestion  that  the  Medical  Profession 
OS  a  body,  or  any  appreciable  percentage 
of  them,  would  prostitute  themselves  by 
going  about  certifying  to  the  physicid 
condition  of  girls  was  an  outrageous 
calumny  upon  the  Profession.  He  pro- 
tested against  any  Amendment  of  this 
kind.  Personally,  he  was  of  opinion  that 
what  was  now  contemplated  would 
amount  to  conspiracy,  and  was  covered 
by  the  law  as  it  now  stood. 

Me.  MITCHELL  HENKY  protested 
against  one  remark  made  by  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Halifax  (Mr.  Stans- 
feld).  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
be  (Mr.  Mitchell  Henry)  admitted  the 
necessity,  to  some  extent,  of  a  clause  of 
this  kind.  '^ 

Mr.  8TANSFELD  said,  that  what  he 
said  was  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  ad- 
mitted that  such  casein  might  occur. 

Mr.  MITCHELL  HENRY  said,  the 
observation  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
hod  just  made  showed  how  very  cautious 
the  Committee  ought  to  be  in  what  they 
did  in  this  matter.  He  {Mr.  Mitchell 
Henry)  did  not  make  the  observation  at- 
tributed to  him.  He  repudiated,  on  the 
part  of  the  Medical  Profession,  any  kind 
of  complicity  in  this  matter,  and  he  said 
Mr.  Firth 


most  distinctly  that  he  believed  the 
charges  were  inventions  and  lies.  And, 
further  than  that,  he  now  wished  to  say 
that  he  thought  bis  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Bristol  {Mr.  8.  Morley) 
would  have  done  himself  more  honour 
in  that  House  if  he  had  said  one  word 
in  condemnation  of  the  paragraphs  which 
had  appeared  recently — so  late  as  Friday 
last— in  The  Fall  Mall  Gazttte,  calculated 
to  excite  the  passions  of  the  individuals 
who  read  them,  and  totally  unnecessary 
to  accomplish  the  good  object  with  which 
Tht  Pall  Mall  OazetU  professed  to  have 
introduced  the  subject.  He  trusted  hia 
hon.  Friend  would  do  that  yet,  because 
his  voice  was  potent,  and  a  word  from 
him  might  possibly  prevent  a  repetitioa 
of  these  loathsome  and  wicked  para- 
graphs calculated  only  to  sell  the  paper. 
Mr.  B.  T.  BGID  said,  he  was  sorry 
that  so  much  heat  and  so  mnch  irrele- 
vant matter  had  been  imported  into  this 
debate.  Perhaps  the  Committee  would 
allow  him  to  make  one  observation  with 
regard  to  his  responsibility  concerning 
the  investigation  into  the  statements 
made  by  The  Fall  Mall  Gautti.  For 
what  small  part  bo  had  token  in  that  in- 
vestigation he  intended  to  be  respon- 
sible to  himself.  He  was  not  respon- 
sible to  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
would  not  be.  He  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  8. 
Morley)  and  himself  had  done  what 
they  thought  their  duty  in  a  most  pain- 
ful and  difficult  inquiry,  and  he  was  not 
going  to  answer  to  anybody.  Now,  he 
intended  to  vote  for  this  Amendment ; 
but  he  had  not  the  smallest  desire  to 
make  an  imputation  against  the  Medical 
Profession.  Were  they  to  be  told  that 
they  were  not  to  legislate  in  regard  to  tt 
particular  evil  because  it  was  eu^^^ted 
that  wrong  might  be  done  to  a  Profes- 
sion  which  stood  as  high,  if  not  higher 
than  any  other  Profession?  His  firm 
conviction  was  that  this  offence  was 
rarely,  if  ever,  committed  by  medical 
men  at  all.  It  was  committed,  as  a  rule, 
by  the  midwives,  or  wretched  people 
connected  with  this  unhappy  and  ne- 
farious traffic.  What  he  wonld  suggest 
to  his  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Stansfeld) 
was  that  he  should  omit  from  his  Amend- 
ment the  words  "  or  having  any  reason- 
able cause  to  believe,"  because  before 
they  convicted  a  man  or  woman  of  an 
offence  of  this  kind  they  ought  to  be 
satisfied  that  the  person  knew  that  the 
examination  was  being  made  for  an  im- 
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moral  purpose.  If  hisriglithon. Friend 
Tould  80  amend  his  clause  tkat  it  would 
read — 

"  Who  knowiog  that  the  examination  is  i 
quired  with  a  view  to  an  immoral  pnrpoie," 
a  safeguard  might  be  provided  against 
tho  evils  whiob  had  beea  pointed  out  by 
the  late  Home  Secretary  (Sir  William 
Harcourt).  He  could  not  help  thinking 
that  this  evil  existed,  and  he  would  be 
glad  to  learn  from  the  Home  Secretary 
(Sir  B.  Assheton  Cross)  whether  he  was 
informed  by  the  police  of  its  existence. 
He  (Mr.  Eeid)  would  vote  with  hie  right 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Stansfeld) ;  but  he 
trusted  that  no  hon.  Member  would  sup- 
pose he  did  BO  in  the  belief  that  the 
Medical  Profession  was  not  one  of  the 
highest,  if  not  the  highest.  Profession 
in  point  of  honour  in  the  whole  country ; 
he  believed  there  was  no  Profession 
which  stood  more  deservedly  high  than 
the  Medical  Profession. 

Mr.  EDWARD  OLAEKE  said,  that, 
knowing  the  part  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Hereford 
(Mr.  R.  T.  Eeid)  had  played  in  the  re- 
cent inquiry,  the  Cummittee  must  with 
great  satisfaction  have  hoard  him  say 
that  he  believed  that  rarely,  if  ever,  had 
this  offence  been,  committed  by  a  medi- 
cal man.  But  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  failed  to  comprehend  the  ob- 
jection to  this  clause.  It  was  notobjected 
to  because  it  might  possibly  imply  a  re- 
proach on  an  honourable  Profession ; 
Dut  it  was  objected  to  because  it  would 
add  to  the  many  dangers  which  beset 
that  Profession.  Charges  which  might 
be  made  might  be  dissipated  and  dis- 
proved ;  but  the  very  making  of  them 
would  be  sufficient  to  ruin  the  most 
houourable  man  practising  in  the  Pro- 
fession. It  was  because  the  clause  would 
open  the  door  to  an  infinity  of  accusa- 
tions that  he  hoped  the  Committee  would 
reject  it. 

SiE  JOSEPH  M'KENNA  believed 
that  the  adoption  of  this  clause  would 
add  to  the  dangers  to  which  medical  men 
were  subjected  in  the  performance  of 
their  duty ;  and,  therefore,  he  hoped 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Stansfeld) 
would  not  divide  the  Committee  upon 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
EioiiAED  Websteb)  said,  that  in  answer 
to  the  appeal  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Chelsea  (Mr. 
Firth)  he  had  to  say  that  the  Govern- 


ment did  not  oppose  this  clause  on  the 
ground  that  the  offence  was  covered  by 
the  present  law,  but  because  the  clause 
was  one  which  ought  not  to  be  intro- 
duced in  the  Bill. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  60; 
Noes  115:  Majority  65.— (Div.  List, 
No.  266.) 

Mr.  RAIKES  said,  the  Amendment 
which  appeared  in  his  name  was  directed 
to  the  second  part  of  the  Bill,  and  was 
intended  for  the  protection  of  girls  and 
women  who  were  in  a  good  many  cases 
compelled  to  remain  residents  in  houses 
of  ill-fame  when  they  might  be  anxious 
to  escape.  He  believed  there  was  no 
more  potent  engine  employed  by  the 
keepers  of  these  houses  than  the  threat- 
ening of  unfortunate  women  with  cri- 
minu  proceedings  if  they  went  away 
with  wearing  apparel  which  had  been 
supplied  to  them.  He  understood  it 
was  a  common  case  that  girls,  when  they 
went  to  houses  of  this  description,  were 
induced  to  part  with  their  old  clothing, 
and  were  supplied  with  other  and  more 
attractive  apparel,  so  that  they  might  ply 
their  trade  successfully.  The  conse- 
quence of  this  was  that  the  unfortunate 
women  felt  bound  to  remain  in  a  life 
which  they  might  be  heartily  sick  of. 
He  understood  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Dewsbury  (Mr.  Serjeant 
Simon)  had  an  Amendment  on  the  Paper 
of  a  kindred  nature  to  which  he  (Mr. 
Raikes)  had  no  objection ;  and  if  his 
Amendment  were  accepted  by  the  Com- 
mittee he  should  bo  happy  to  agree  with 
him  to  put  them  into  one  clause.  He 
had  also  reason  to  believe  that  there 
might  he  some  suggestion  made  on  the 
Treasury  Bench  of  words  to  cover  part 
of  the  ground ;  and  he  should  he  very 
happy  to  hear  what  the  suggestion 
would  be,  with  tho  view,  if  possible,  of 
accommodating  what  was  contained  in 
this  clause  to  the  views  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  this  matter.  In  the  hope  that 
his  proposal  might  be  of  some  assistance 
in  reclaiming  from  this  life  a  number  of 
their  fellow- country  women,  who  he  be- 
lieved were  detained  entirely  against 
their  will  by  the  power  which  was  exer- 
cisetl  over  them  by  the  keepers  of  these 
houses  through  the  belief  that  they  would 
be  prosecuted  if  they  went  away  with 
the  clothes  lent  to  them,  he  asked  that 
the  clause  should  be  read  a  second  time. 
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Now  Clause — Page  4.  after  Clause  8, 
to  insert  the  following  clause : — 
(No  criminal  proceediDg  against  a  voman  for 

retaining  apparel  Bapplied  by  owner,  &c. 
of  brotliel.) 

"  Whereas  it  frequently  happens  that  women 
and  girla  are  intimidated  and  detemd  from 
leaving'  brothels  by  threats  of  criminal  proceed- 
ings for  taking  away  with  them  wearinjt  ap- 
parel which  has  been  lent  or  otherwise  supplied 
to  them  by  any  person,  being  the  owner  or 
occupier  of  auch  premiees,  or  having  or  Bcting 
or  assisting  in  tho  management  or  control 
thereof  ;  Be  it  therefore  declared,  That  no  cri- 
minal proceedings  can  be  had  or  takea  for 
taking  away  or  being  in  possession  of  any 
such  apparef," — {Mr.  Jtaikei,') 
— hrougkl  up,  and  read  the  first  ttme. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Sir  henry  JAMES  said,  he  be- 
lieved that  this  was  the  first  time  Par- 
liament had  ever  been  asked  to  legalize 
a  breach  of  the  Commandment,  "  Thou 
ahalt  not  steal."  The  Amendment  pro- 
posed to  allow  a  woman  living  in  a 
brothsl  to  steal  the  clothes  lent  to  her 
for'immotal  purposes,  and  there  was  to 
be  DO  indictment.  li  hon.  Members 
Tould  look  at  the  clause,  the;  would 
see  that  no  criminal  proueedings  were  to 
be  taken,  so  that  the  result  would  be 
that,  in  addition  to  the  woman  or  child 
being  a  prostitute,  they  were  to  allow 
her  to  be  a  thief  also.  If  the  clothes 
were  the  property  of  another  person, 
the  woman  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to 
steal  them  without  incurring  the  ordi- 
nary penalty  of  the  law.  A  girl  ought 
not  to  be  entitled,  because  she  was  a 
prostitute,  to  pack  up  any  quantity  of 
clothes  which  did  not  belong  to  her,  and 
walk  off  with  them,  without  being  liable 
to  prosecution  for  stealing  the  clothes. 
He  believed  that  the  meaning  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  those  who 
supported  this  clause,  was  that  if  there 
were  power  to  claim  civil  damages  they 
would  stop  it  if  tboy  could.  He  did 
not  for  one  moment  iuiply  that  they 
were  in  favour  of  allowing  women  U 
steal  clothes  under  the  circumstances 
but  he  pointed  out  that  if  the  Amend- 
ment were  accepted  they  would  allow 
the  clothes  to  bo  stolen  without  liability 
to  prosecution.  It  was  equivalent  to 
saying  that  if  ei  theft  were  committed 
it  would  be  no  crime. 

Mk.  Sekjeaht  SIMON  said,  he  had 

listened  with  attention  to  the  argument 

Mr.  Saikea 


of  his  right  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
(Sir  Henty  James)  who  had  just  Kat 
down ;  but  his  right  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  ought  not  to  forget  that  if  the 
same  clothes  were  supplied  to  a  girl  by 
the  keeper  of  a  brothel,  on  the  under- 
standing or  the  promise  that  ehe  should 
pay  for  them,  ehe  might  snap  her  fingers 
at  the  person  who  supplied  them,  be- 
cause no  Court  of  Law  in  the  country 
would  enforce  a  contract  or  liability  in- 
curred for  an  immoral  consideration. 
Therefore,  In  another  form  it  might  be 
said  that  the  law  encouraged  a  girl  to 
commit  an  immoral  action.  However,  he 
would  pass  from  the  casuistical  questions 
raised  by  his  right  hon.  and  learned 
Friend,  and  come  to  the  practical  ques- 
tion before  the  Committee — that  was  to 
say,  whether  something  could  not  be 
done  to  bring  pressure  to  bear  on  the  per- 
sons who  got  women  to  lead  an  immoral 
life,  and  prevented  their  leaving  it  by 
threats  of  various  kinds.  That  state  of 
things,  he  said,  ought  to  be  met  by  the 
law  ;  and  he  proposed  to  meet  it  by  the 
clause  of  which  he  had  given  Notice.  It 
went  further  than  the  clause  of  the  right 
hon,  Qentleman  the  Member  for  thenni- 
versity  of  Cambridge  {Mr.  Raikes)  then 
before  the  Committee.  It  did  not  legalize 
theft,  as  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Taunton  (Sir  Henry  James) 
had  said  was  the  result  of  that  clause ; 
but  it  said  that  the  person  who  re- 
tained and  kept  any  girl  under  restiaint, 
or  kept  her  in  a  brothel,  or,  by  re- 
taining her  clothes,  pteventod  her  from 
leaving,  should  be  guilty  of  a  misdi-- 
moanour,  and,  being  convicted,  should 
be  punished  accordingly.  He  proposed 
that  the  offence  should  be  dealt  with 
and  punished  summarily.  For  these 
reasons,  ho  should,  with  all  submission, 
propose  his  own  clause  in  substitution 
of  the  clause  brought  forward  by  the 
right  hou.  Qentleman  the  Member  for 
the  University  of  Cambridge. 

TuE  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  would  not  be  entitlLiL 
to  do  that. 

Mb.  Serjeant  SIMON  said,  he  pre- 
sumed that  he  could  do  so  if  the  clause 
now  before  tho  Committee  were  with- 
drawn. Heshould  propose  his  own  clause 
if  that  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  were  not  adopted,  because  he 
believed  it  would  be  very  etficaciou*  in 
checking  the  evils  which  had  been  pointed 
out.    If  tho  right  hon.  Gentlemaii  Un> 
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Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment (Sir  B.  Assheton  Cross)  had  a 
clause  which  would  meet  the  case  he 
ahonld  be  glad  to  accept  it.  He  pre- 
Bumed  the;  had  odIj  one  object  in 
view  —  namely,  that  of  protecting  the 
women  in  question,  and  yindicating  the 
law. 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOE  THE  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT (Mr.  Stuart-Wortley)  said, 
the  Govemmont  intended  to  propose  a 
chtuse  which  would  go  farther  in  one 
direction  than  the  clause  before  the 
Committee,  whioh  would  leave  the  un- 
fortunate girl  still  exposed  to  threats. 
The  clause  of  the  CloTernment  would  be 
to  the  effect  that — 

"  Any  pemon  who  detaJOB  any  woman  or 
girl  against  her  will— (I)  In  ar  upon  any  pre- 
miMB,  with  intent  thnt  ahe  may  be  unlawfully 
aAd  camBUy  known  by  any  man,  whether  any 
particular  man  or  gBQerally;  or  (Z)  In  any 
brothel,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  nuBdemoonour,  and, 
being  convicted  thereof,  shall  be  liable,  at  the 
diaerotion  of  the  Court,  to  ba  imprisoned  for 
any  tarm  not  enoending  two  years,  with  or 
without  hard  labour." 

And  they  proposed  that— 
"  Whaie  a  woman  or  girl  is  in  or  apon  any 

5 remises,  or  in  any  brothel,  a  person  should  he 
seaed  to  detain  such  woman  or  girl  in  or  upon 
such  premises  or  in  luch  brothel,  if  vith  intent 
to  oompel  or  induce  bat  to  remain  in  or  upon 
auch  premises  or  in  such  brothel,  such  person 
withholds  from  such  woman  or  girl  any  wearing 
apparel  or  other  property  belonging  to  her,  ot 
where  wearing  apparel  has  been  lent  or  other- 
wise snpplied  to  suob  woman  or  girl  by  or  by 
the  direotion  of  suoh  person,  threatens  such 
woman  or  girl  with  legal  proceedings  if  ahe 
takes  away  with  her  the  wearing  apparel  so 
lent  or  supplied." 

And  then  would  follow  the  words  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Uember  for 
the  Uoivereitj  of  Cambridge — 

■*  That  no  criminal  proceeding  can  be  had 
or  tAksn  for  taking  away  or  being  in  poBsession 
of  any  suoh  apparel." 

He  belisTed  this  proposal  of  the  UoTem- 
ment  would  meet  the  object  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Uember  for 
Cambridge  University  (Mr.  Raikes)  and 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Dewsbury  (Mr.  Serjeant 
Simon)  had  in  view;  and  in  commend- 
ing it  to  the  Committee  he  would  re- 
mind the  right  Hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Taunton  (Sir  Henry  James) 
that  although  the  words  "  carrying 
away"  occurred  in  the  dause  there 
was  no  mention  of  stealing. 
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Ur.  Serjeant  SIMON  said,  he  was 
at  a  loss  to  understand  why  the  words 
whioh  he  proposed  were  not  added  at 
the  end  of  the  clause.  His  object  was 
to  make  it  a  punishable  offence  to 
threaten  a  girl.  He  could  see  no  use 
in  saying  that  criminal  proceedings 
should  not  be  taken  if  she  kept  the 
clothes  supplied  to  her  in  a  brothel. 
His  propoatd  was  to  make  it  an  offence 
to  threaten  proceedings,  and  he  hoped 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Home 
Secretary  would  accept  the  view  em- 
bodied in  his  clause. 

Sir  henry  JAMES  said,  after 
listening  to  the  first  part  of  the  clause 
as  read  by  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
fortheHomeOflSce(Mr.8tuartWortley), 
he  thought  he  preferred  the  wording  of 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member 
for  Dewsbury  (Mr.  Serjeant  Simon).  He 
quite  agreed  with  the  desirability  of 
stopping  these  threats  of  detaining 
clothes,  and  so  preyenting  the  gin 
leaving  the  house ;  but  he  should  feel 
it  his  duty  to  take  the  sense  of  the 
Committee  on  the  words — 

"  That  no  criminal  proceedings  oan  be  hod  or 
taken  for  taking  away  or  being  in  poasesdon  of 
any  such  apparel." 

He  had  admitted  that  these  things  took 
place,  and  he  had  admitted  all  that  had 
been  said  against  the  practice.  But  if 
the  woman  said,  "  I  object  to  your 
taking  the  clothes,"  and  the  girl  went 
away  with  the  clothes,  he  said  there  was 
no  Judge  in  existence  who  would  not 
say  that  technically  it  was  a  theft.  He 
contended  that  they  ought  not  to  say 
that  what  was  technically  theft  was  not 
a  great  crime ;  and  ho  asked  the  Go- 
vernment to  consider  whether  they 
should  not  stop  short  of  saying  there 
should  be  no  criminal  proceediu^e  if  the 
clothes  were  taken  away  against  the 
will  of  the  owner.  With  regard  to 
punishingtheperson  making  the  threats, 
he  would  prefer  the  wording  of  his  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  the  Member  for 
Dewsbury  (Mr.  Serjeant  Simon). 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Webster)  said,  he  thought 
that  what  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
bad  proposed  might  be  admissible ;  but 
he  submitted  that  the  words  referring 
to  criminal  proceedings  did  not  consti- 
tute an  objection  to  the  clause.  -It  fre- 
quently happened  that  a  woman  had 
the  use  of  a  carriage  and  clothes.  Ac- 
tions had  been  brought  for  the  hire  of  a 
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brougham  and  clothes,  and  it  had  beeu 
held  that  no  action  would  He  for  either. 
He  would  go  further,  and  say  that  no 
action  of  detenu  could  be  brought  for  the 
clothes.  He  waa  dealing  with  the  case 
of  a  girl  walking  away  with  clothes 
which  did  not  belong  to  her.  Hib  right 
hon.  and  learned  Frieud  proposed  that 
the  Amendment  should  aot  protect  her 
if  she  took  away  mere  necessaries.  He 
(the  Attorney  General)  ventured  to  say 
that  that  was  not  an  objection  which 
the  Committee  ought  to  accept.  He 
would  ask  the  Committee  to  pass  the 
clause  in  the  form  proposed  by  the  Go- 
vernment ;  and  if  there  appeared  to  them 
reason  for  altering  it  in  respect  of  the 
words  declaring  that  no  criminal  pro- 
ceedings should  be  taken  it  should  be 
altered  hereafter. 

Mb.  STAVELEY  HILL  pointed  out 
that  there  was  nothing  in  the  proposed 
clause  which  would  not  allow  a  girl  to 
take  away  any  amount  of  clothing;  and 
althouG'li  no  bon.  Member  would  have 
any  objeotion  to  that,  yet  it  was  a  very 
strong  measure  to  put  into  an  Act  of 
Parliament.  He  thought  they  had 
better  leave  the  matter  to  the  Judge 
and  jury  before  whom  it  might  be 
brought,  feeling  absolutely  certain  that 
the  girl  would  not  be  convicted. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOUET  asked 
the  Attorney  General  to  consider  whe- 
ther what  they  desired  to  accomplish — 
namely,  that  these  girls  should  not  be 
threatened — was  not  secured  by  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Dewsbury  (Mr.  Serjeant 
Simon).  He  said  they  should  desire  to 
avoid  legalizing  in  any  form  a  criminal 
act.  If  they  were  to  declare  that  cri- 
minal proceedings  should  not  be  taken 
in  these  cases  it  would  be  imagined  vei; 
Boon  that  they  would  not  be  taken  in 
other  cases.  Surely  they  ought  to  set 
their  faces  against  such  a  proposal  as 
this.  With  regard  to  the  taking  of  cri- 
minal proceedings,  it  was  clear  that  if  a 
woman  were  to  take  such  measures 
against  a  girl,  under  the  circumstances 
she  would  oonvict  herself  of  being  guilty 
of  a  misdemeanour.  If  that  argument 
applied,  he  thought  they  might  avoid 
the  other  alternative,  which  would  be  a 
summary  alteration  of  the  law  of  the 
country. 

Thk  SECEETAEY  of  STATE  (Sir 
"S,.  AssiiBioN  Cross)  said,  he  thought 
that  their  present  course  should  be  to 
The  Atlornetj  General 


take  the  clause  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Dewsbury  (Mr.  Serjeant 
Simon).  The  clause  which  had  been 
presented  by  his  hon.  Friend  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment was  a  long  one,  and  until  it  was 
read  it  could  not  be  fully  understood,  or, 
at  alt  events,  discussed.  He  therefore 
suggested  that  they  should  take  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Dewsbury,  and  before  the 
Beport  he  would  see  to  what  extent  the 
words  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Cambridge  University  (Mr. 
Baikes)  could  be  added  to  the  clause. 

Mb.  MOLLOY  said,  he  hoped  the 
right  hen.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Cambridge  University  (Mr.  Baikea) 
would  proceed  with  his  Amendment.  It 
had  received  the  sanction  of  all  hon. 
Members  sitting  around  him,  who  con- 
sidered that  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Dewsbury  did 
not  touch  the  essence  of  the  case.  The 
gist  of  that  Amendment  was  that 
it  made  it  an  offence  on  the  part  of 
the  owner  or  occupier  of  the  house  to 
threaten  to  detain  the  clothes  belonging 
to  the  girl.  But  there  was  no  question 
about  the  clothes  of  the  girl,  because 
these  would  have  been  already  taken 
away  and  others  lent  to  her.  The  object 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  his 
supporters  was  to  deal  with  the  clothes 
lent  to  the  girl,  and  not  with  those  be- 
longing to  the  unfortunate  woman  her- 
self The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman the  late  Attorney  GenentI  (Sir 
Henry  James)  bad  spoken  of  legalizing 
theft.  That  waa  one  of  the  strangest 
remarks  he  had  ever  heard.  The  whole  . 
of  the  contract  with  the  brothel-keeper 
waa  an  immoral  contract,  and  he  did 
not  wonder  that  hon.  Members  smiled 
when  they  heard  his  argument  about 
breaking  the  Commandment*.  The 
whole  thing  was  immoral,  and  he  re- 
peated that  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Dewsbury  {Mr. 
Serjeant  Simon)  did  not  touch  the  point 
they  were  aiming  at  —  namely,  the 
threats  about  the  clothes  that  did  not 
belong  to  the  girl.  He  appealed  to  the 
hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General  to 
accept  the  Amendment  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Cambridge 
Universitythatevening,  and  then,  if  any 
modification  were  necessary,  let  it  be 
made  on  Beport ;  bnt  he  could  asaur* 
him  in  the  meantime  that  the  principle 
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tA  that  Amendment  was  such  as  he  and 
Lis  hon.  Friends  meant  to  insist  upoD, 
and  lie  hoped  the  right  bon.  Qentleman 
who  proposed  it  would  not  allow  it  to  be 
deferred. 

Mk.  BAIEES  said,  he  abould  be  pre- 
pared to  Bave  the  Committee  the  time 
and  trouble  of  dividing  if  he  were  to 
obtain  from  Her  Majesty's  Govemment 
a  satisfactory  aesaranco  that  the  object 
at  which  he  was  aiming  would  be 
secured  b;  the  new  clause  to  be  pro- 
posed. But  he  was  afraid  that  at  the 
presenttimehe  was  hardly  in  possession 
of  tbat  assurance.  The  object  he  had  in 
view  waa  dietinot  from  that  of  the  bon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Dewsbury  (Mr. 
Serjeant  Simon),  whose  Amendment  was 
directed  entirely  to  the  act  of  the  brothel- 
keeper  in  detaining  the  girl  and  threat- 
ening to  detain  her  clothes.  But  his 
own  olanee  was  intended  to  reach  the 
minde  of  the  persona  concerned,  and  be 
had  no  doubt  that  many  unfortunate 
KTomen  would  not  be  slow  to  avaO  them- 
selres  of  this  provision  as  soon  as  they 
became  sufficiently  acijuainted  with  it. 
He  thought  it  was  a  mistake  to  suppose 
that  it  would  not  become  known.  There 
would  doubtloM  be  some  cases  in  which 
its  effect  would  not  be  reached  imme- 
diately ;  but  he  imagined  that  this  parti- 
cular provision  would  become  speedily 
known,  and  that  agreat  many  would  avail 
themselvea  of  it  in  order  to  quit  a  life  of 
which  they  had  become  ashamed.  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
llember  for  Taunton  (Sir  Henry  James) 
bad  said  that  his  proposal  was  one  for 
legaUzing  a  breach  of  the  Ten  Com- 
mandments ;  but,  although  he  regarded 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
as  a'.great  authority  both  on  law  and 
morality,  he  could  notthink  that  he  had 
fairly  construed  the  words  of  this  par- 
ticular clause.  His  (Mr.  Baikes's)  object 
waa  that  no  criminal  proceedings  should 
be  had  or  taken  for  taking  away  neces- 
aary  apparel,  and  he  bad  notproposed 
in  any  way  to  legalize  theft.  He  should 
be  willing  to  accept  words  limiting  the 
operation  of  the  clause  to  such  clothes 
as  the  woman  might  find  it  necessary  to 
wear  on  the  occasion  of  making  her 
escape.  He  had  no  intention  that  the 
operation  of  the  clause  should  extend  so 
far  as  to  enable  her  to  pack  up  and  take 
away  olothes  that  were  not  necessary 
for  making  her  escape.  If  be  could 
obtain  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
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the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment an  assurance  that  he  would 
embody  in  the  clause  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Dewsbury  words 
which  would  secure  the  object  he  in- 
tended to  reach  by  means  of  the  words 
he  had  placed  on  the  Paper — in  that 
case  he  would  not  press  tbis  particular 
clause  ;  but  unless  he  could  get  that 
assurance  from  the  Government  he 
should  feel  justified  in  proceeding. 

Thk  SECRETAEY  of  STATE  {Sir 
K.  Assheton  Crobs)  said,  be  understood 
that  the  object  was  to  secure  that  a 
girl  who  took  away  with  her  only  the 
amount  of  wearing  apparel  necessary 
should  not  be  brought  into  a  Criming 
Court.  If  he  understood  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  correctly  in  forming  that 
view,  he  was  willing  to  go  to  that  extent. 

Ma.  BULWKB  said,  be  wished  to 
point  out,  before  the  Committee  passed 
from  the  present  discussion,  that  snuh 
legislation  as  was  proposed  was  utterly 
unnecessary.  Ko  one  supposed  for  one 
moment  that  a  girl  wishing  to  leave  a 
brothel  would  hesitate  to  take  the 
clothes  that  were  necessary  for  her. 
There  was  no  magistrate  in  the  King- 
dom who  would  oommit  her  under  the 
circumstances.  He  sympathized  with 
those  who  desired  to  prevent  the  girl 
being  kept  in  a  brothel ;  but  that  was 
dealt  wiUi  b;  the  Amendment  of  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  opposite  (Mr. 
Serjeant  Simon).  But  it  was  not  alone 
with  innocent  girls  that  they  had  to 
deal;  there  were  artful  girls  in  these 
places  OS  well  as  others,  and  there  was 
no  doubt  that  many  an  artful  girl  who 
heard  that  there  was  legislation  of  the 
kind  proposed  would  walk  oEt  with  what 
clothes  she  liked,  because  she  would 
know  there  was  no  possibility  of  punish- 
ing her.  He  did  not  say  that  the  clause 
was  not  right  in  its  object ;  he  pointed 
ont  that  it  was  quite  unnecessary,  be- 
cause even  if  a  case  of  the  kind  were 
brought  before  Quarter  Sessions,  or 
before  a  Judge  and  jury,  there  would  be 
no  chance  of  obtaining  a  conviction 
unless  it  was  shown  that  the  girl  had 
taken  away  a  great  deal  more  than 
what  was  necessary  for  her  to  go  away 
with.  He  said  that  neither  in  law  nor 
morality  would  there  be  any  criminality 
in  leaving  with  the  olothes  necessary  for 
her  escape  ;  if  she  took  more  it  would 
be  a  question  to  be  decided  by  the  Ooutt 
in  the  ordinary  way. 
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Mr.  BATEES  Baia,  he  understood 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretarr  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment that  he  was  willing  to  intro- 
duce vorda  into  the  olauae  of  the  hen. 
and  learned  Member  for  Dewsbury  (Mr. 
Serjeant  Simon)  which  would  effect  the 
object  he  had  in  Tiew,  of  preventing 
legal  prooeedinga  being  taken  against  a 
girl  who  took  awaj  such  wearing  apparel 
as  might  be  ueceasarf.  If  he  was 
correct  in  that,  he  had  no  wish  farther 
to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Committee, 
and  would  ask  leave  to  withdraw  hie 
Motion. 

Me.  DWYEE  gray  said,  ho  wished 
to  point  out,  before  the  clause  was  with- 
drawn, that  the  promise  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary  did  not 
meet  the  ease.  Neither,  in  his  opinion, 
did  either  of  the  Amendments.  What 
they  wanted  was  to  combine  the  principle 
of  the  two  Amendments.  The  mere 
providing  for  the  taking  away  of  clothes 
was  not  sufficient,  because  the  point  was 
that  the  girl  should  not  be  threatened 
that  a  prosecution  would  ensue  unless 
she  remained.  The  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dewsbury 
only  provided  against  the  detention  of 
the  girl's  own  clothes,  whereas  they 
wanted  to  deal  with  the  clothes  which 
the  brothel-keeper  lent  her.  He  hoped 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Home 
Secretary  would  see  his  way  to  combine 
the  essence  of  both  clausee.  It  was  im- 
possible to  get  a  knowledge  of  the  law 
home  to  the  migratory  population  of 
these  houses,  which  were  constantly 
recruited  by  girls  who  hod  no  means  of 
knowing  the  law.  But  the  brothel- 
keepers  would  know  the  law  well 
enough,  and  it  seemed  to  him  necessary 
to  go  beyond  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dewsbury 
by  dealing  with  the  clothes  lent  by 
them,  n^ess  they  did  that  they  would 
do  nothing,  for  those  persona  knew  that 
they  could  not  prosecute  the  girl  for 
taking  away  the  clothes  she  was  wear- 
ing. Therefore,  he  hoped  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  meet  his  wishes 
and  those  of  his  hon.  Friends  by  com- 
bining the  two  clauses. 

Clause,  by  leave,  leithdraton. 

The  CHAIBMAN'  :  I  am  of  opinion 
that  the  clause  standing  in  the  name  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Northnmpton  (Mr. 
Labouchero)  does  not  come  within  the 


purview  of  the  Bill,  and  that  it  cannot, 
therefore,  be  moved. 

Me.  LABOUCHERE  said,  he  would 
ask  whether  he  could  divide  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Amendment,  or  what 
steps  he  should  take  to  get  a  decision 
upon  it  ? 

The  SECEETART  of  STATE  (Sir 
E.  AssnBToif  Cross)  said,'  it  would  save 
the  time  of  the  Committee  if  he  stated 
that  it  was  just  as  well  that  they  should 
hare  some  law  of  this  kind.  He  would 
bring  up  an  Amendment  of  a  similar 
kind  on  Report. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  swd,  he  had 
another  clause  on  the  Paper  dealing 
with  the  cessation  of  parental  authority. 
It  was  as  follows : — 

"  In  all  cBsei  where  it  can  be  proved  that  th« 
carnal  connection  of  an  nnmarried  girl  under 
the  age  of  twenty-one  with  a  man  haa  been 
encoura^,  favoured,  or  facilitated  by  the 
father,  mother,  or  goaidian,  such  father, 
mother,  or  guardian  ihull  cease  to  have  anj 
authority  over  her," 

He  had  given  Notioe  of  another  olause 
on  the  same  aubjeot,  but  he  did  not  see 
it  on  the  Paper.  He  could,  however, 
move  it  here.    It  was — 

"  And  in  taoh  cases  where  the  girl  is  nnder 
the  a^  of  siiteeQ  any  maeiatnite  shall  bars 
authority  on  proof  of  the  oSenoe  to  send  her  to 
a  reformatory  or  indailrial  school,  or  to  commit 
her  to  the  custodr  of  anj  person  or  penoni 
whom  he  may  thir^  fit  until  the  age  of  sevm- 

It  seemed  to  him  that  this  Bill  had  a 
very  great  defect.  It  punished  those 
who  seduced  young  girls,  and  those  who 
induced  them  to  go  into  houses  of  ill- 
fame  ;  hut  it  did  not  in  any  sort  of  way 
say  what  was  to  be  done  with  the  girls 
themselves.  It  might  be  said  that  the 
parents  or  guardians  of  a  girl  would  he 
punished  if  they  sold  her  for  improper 
purposes;  but  there  were  many  other 
ways  in  which  the  defilement  of  a  girl 
might  be  "encouraged,  favoured,  or 
facilitated  "  besides  by  selling  her.  The 
magistrate  who  heard  the  case  might 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  had  been 
the  intention  of  the  parent  or  guardian 
to  allow  the  girl  to  engage  in  these 
offences ;  and  under  ench  circumstances 
he  did  not  think  the  guardian  ought 
any  longer  to  have  authority  over  the 
girl.  At  the  same  time,  if  they  deprived 
snch  parent  or  guardian  of  all  authority, 
they  must  place  authority  eomewhere 
else — they  must  either  vest  it  in  the 
magistrate,  or,    if  tho  girl  was  deter- 
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mined  to  hold  to  the  Ufa,  and  wu  under 
the  age  of  16,  they  muBt  give' him  power, 
in  the  words  of  this  Ameadmen^- 

"  To  Mnd  her  to  a  rafomuitorj  or  iadoitrial 
aehool.  or  to  commit  her  to  tha  custody  of  any 
penon  or  ptrtoiu  whom  he  uMf  thiok  fit,  uutU 
the  age  of  MTonteen." 

BecauM  there  were  now  a  considerable 
number  of  homes  to  which  girls  of  this 
Ifind  oonld  be  sent,  and  they  could  send 
her  to  one  of  these  if  it  was  not  thonght 
desirable  to  commit  her  to  a  reformatory. 
He  limited  bis  Amendment  to  cases 
where  the  girl  was  under  the  age  of  16 
years  and  up  to  her  attaining  17  years 
of  age ;  but  in  all  cases  where  the  girl 
was  under  21  he  would  deprive  parents 
and  guardians  of  all  authority  over  her. 
Perhaps  the  Committee  would  allow  him 
to  add  this  to  the  clause,  and  to  move 
it  altogether. 

New  Clause  (Cessation  of  parental 
au&ority,)— (  #r.  Lahauclur*,) — hrovg)U 
up,  and  nad  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Tot  ATTOENET  GENEEAL  (Sir 
BtoHARD  Webster)  said,  he  could  not 
advise  the  Committee  to  accept  the 
clause.  He  would  point  out  to  the  Com- 
mittee and  the  hon.  Member  that  the 
issue  under  the  clause  would  be  a  tho- 
roughly collateral  one  to  the  issue  being 
tried  by  the  magistrate — namely,  the 
guilt  of  the  seducer ;  and  it  was  doubt- 
fol  whether,  in  many  oases,  it  would  be 
raised.  Although  he  sympathized  with 
the  hon.  Member's  object,  the  words  of 
the  clause  were  vague,  and  would  be 
found  unworkable.  The  hon.  Member 
did  not  say  what  would  becomo  of  the 
obligations  of  the  father.  They  would 
not  wish  to  get  rid  of  these  obUgatione 
because  of  the  man's  mieoonduat.  In 
nine  cases  out  of  ten  he  did  not  think  it 
would  be  possible  for  the  magistrate  to 
try  this  collateral  issue ;  and  though  he 
admitted  it  would  be  well  to  cast  a  stigma, 
if  posaiblB,  on  the  father,  he  thought 
the  clause  would  not  operate  if  it  were 

Hk.'lAB017CHEBE  said,  he  had 
taken  the  clause  out  of  the  French 
Criminal  Code.  What,  he  asked,  was 
to  be  done  with  these  particular  girls  ? 
Take  a  girl  of  1 3.  A  man  was  aocused 
of  having  seduced  her ;  it  was  admitted 
that  it  had  been  done  in  the  worst  way 
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—that  it  had  been  "encouraged,  fa- 
Toured,  or  facilitated  by  the  father, 
mother,  or  guardian " — was  the  girl 
then  to  be  sent  bock  to  the  custody  of 
this  father,  mother,  or  guardian  ?  That 
seemed  to  him  to  be  rather  a  strange 
thing  to  do.  He  did  not  wish  to  put 
himself  to  this  particular  clause ;  but  he 
did  think  that  something  ought  to  be 
'  )  in  the  Bill— or,  if  they  liked,  in 
e  subsequent  Bill,  if  it  was  too  late 
now—to  meet  the  question  of  what  was 
to  be  done  with  these  girls. 

Captaik  price  thought  there  was  a 
great  deal  to  be  said  in  favour  of  the 
latter  portion  of  the  clause  moved  by  the 
hon.  Qentleman.  In  fact,  he  had  pro- 
posed to  move  a  clause  giving  efiect  to 
ivhatthe  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Labouchere) 
bad  just  stated.  He  had  desired  to  in- 
sert a  new  clause  after  Clause  5 ;  but,  no 
doubt,  it  would  come  in  very  well  where 
the  hon.  Gentleman  proposed.  Th^ 
had  raised  the  age  of  protection  from  IS 
to  16;  and  he  bad  sought  on  Friday 
night  to  make  that  provision  applicable 
to  girls  who  wore  not  prostitutes.  There 
was  no  doubt  there  was  a  great  number 
of  those  girls — namely,  prostitutes  under 
the  i^e  of  16  years,  who  were  so  with 
the  connivance  and  encouragement  of 
their  parents.  As  the  hon.  Gentleman 
had  said,  some  punishment  should  be 
provided  for  these  girls.  Certainly  they 
ought  not  to  be  sent  back  to  the  custody 
of  their  parents,  but  should  be  detained 
in  a  bouse  of  correction  or  reformatoiy. 
They  shoidd  remember  that  the  legisla- 
tion they  were  passing  now  was  not 
solely  for  people  in  well-to-do  circum- 
stances who  went  and  deliberately  de- 
bauched young  girls,  but  that  it  was  for 
the  whole  community— lor  the  boys  of 
the  working  classes  as  well  as  oUiers. 
He  was  quite  certain  that  it  would  be 
found  in  all  large  garrison  towns,  and  in 
many  other  places,  that  frequent  cases 
would  arise  of  extortion  practised  by 
young  girls  and  their  parents  under  the 
Act.  Hewould  point  out  a  case  that  he 
thought  would  he  a  very  common  one. 
A  man  had  improper  relations  with  a 
young  girl  under  16 — 15  and  a-half,  say 
— a  precocious,  well- advanced,  and  well- 
developed  girl,  who  looked  more  like  a 
woman  of  17  or  18.  But  the  man  knew 
perfectly  well  that  she  was  under  16. 
He  (Captain  Price)  did  not  wish  to  com- 
plicate the  matter  with  a  question  as  to 
default  of  knowledge.  He  would  as- 
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snme  that  the  man  knew  he  was  having 
unlawful  intercourse  with  the  girl ;  the 
girl  wae,  perhaps,  not  satisfied  with  the 
praaent  she  received,  or  got  in  the  way 
to  become  a  mother,  or  had  a  quarrel 
with  the  man,  and  wished  to  be  revenged 
on  him,  or,  from  some  cause  of  tbat  kind, 
caused  proceedinge  to  be  taken  against 
the  man.  That  would  be  a  very  com- 
mon occurrence,  he  thought,  and  they 
ought  to  guard  against  su<^  an  easy 
means  of  extortion.  If  the  clause  were 
left  as  it  was,  it  seemed  to  him  that  it 
would  encourage  juvenile  prostitution, 
and  lead  to  extortion  being  largely  prac- 
tised. He,  therefore,  thought  that  sonic 
punishment  should  be  provided  for  the 
gitl.  When  a  man  hod  been  prosecuted, 
and  it  had  been  found  that  the  girl  was 
a  common  prostitute,  she  ought  to  be 
punished  in  some  way.  Certainly  she 
ought  not  to  go  back  to  the  custody  of 
her  parents  if  tbey  were  found  to  have 
oonnived  at  her  prostitution. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HAECQURT  said, 
be  would  take  one  class  of  these  girls 
they  were  desirous  of  protecting.  There 
was,  unfortunately,  a  large  number  of 
parents  who  found  their  children  very 
burdensome,  and  deeired  to  get  rid  of 
the  duty  of  taking  care  of  them.  Now, 
they  were  quite  familiar — those  of  them 
who  knew  anything  about  reformatory 
schools — of  the  great  danger  there 
waa  that  by  taking  charge  of  children 
they  might  be  really  offering  tempta- 
tions to  people  to  get  their  young  girls 
seduced — to  encourage  this  offence  on 
the  part  of  their  children  in  order  to  get 
rid  of  the  responsibility  of  maintaining 
them.  What  would  happen  in  this  case  ? 
If  a  parent  desired  to  get  rid  of  his  child 
he  would  only  have  to  encourage  or 
facilitate  her  seduction  for  the  State  to 
take  charge  of  her  and  maintain  her  up 
to  the  age  of  21.  What  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down  had  said  was  perfectly  true.  In 
the  newspapers  tbey  saw  this  queation 
treated  as  a  question  of  the  rich  seducer 
and  the  poor  girl.  That  waa  an  easy 
topic  of  prejudice ;  but  that  was  not  the 
way  this  Bill  was  going  to  operate.  It 
was  going  to  operate  on  the  whole  moss 
of  the  people  who  belonged  to  the 
humbler  classes;  and  if  they  did  not 
take  care  this  Bill  was  going  to  fill  their 
gaols,  which,  happily,  in  the  last  few 
years,  had  been  so  rapidly  emptying. 
They  might  have  hundreds,  aye  thou- 
Captain  Price 


Bands,  of  the  people  of  this  country 
thrown  into  prison  simply  through  yield- 
ing to  the  paseione  of  their  nature. 
When  tbat  occurred  they  would  find 
that  there  would  be  a  tremendous  re- 
action against  the  measure.  If  it  were 
put  in  opnration  in  the  sense  in  which 
some  people  desired  it  to  operate,  he 
ventured  to  think  that,  in  the  course  of 
a  few  months,  there  would  be  thousands 
on  thousands  of  people,  not  at  all  of 
the  wealthier  classes,  but  belonging  to 
the  manufaotnring  and  the  agricultural 
classes  of  the  country,  oast  into  gaol. 
What  was  it  proposed  that  they  should 
do  f  They  had  dealt  with  the  offence  of 
the  male  sei:  towards  the  woman ;  but 
now  the  woman  was  to  be  provided 
for  by  the  State  in  an  industrial  or 
reformatory  school.  The  expense  to- 
the  country  would  be  enormous.  Wher- 
ever immoral  relations  had  existed  be- 
tween two  persons  where  the  woman 
was  under  the  age  of  16,  if  this  Bill 
were  carried  into  operation  the  man 
would  go  to  prison  and  the  girl  would 
go  to  a  reformatory  school.  [Mr.  Labou- 
OHBBB :  Or  to  a  home.]  Or  to  a  home. 
Had  they  any  idea  of  what  the  conse- 
quence of  such  a  state  of  things  as  that 
would  be?  Why,  he  ventured  to  saj 
if  it  were  to  happen  they  would  have 
the  greatest  reaction  in  the  matter.  From 
thepoint  of  view  of  everyone  who  wished 
to  put  down  the  crimes  with  which  the 
Bill  dealt  there  was  that  in  this  pro- 
posal which  should  induce  them  to 
regard  it  with  core.  The  Bill  was  not 
directed  against  ordinary  sexual  vice, 
but  against  degrading  and  corrupting 
the  child.  If  the  present  Amendment 
however,  were  agreed  to  that  which  he 
had  described  would  be  what  would  fol- 
low from  the  Bill — the  ordinary,  casual, 
immoral  association  with  a  prostitute 
would  oome  within  this  clause  and  other 
clauses  of  the  Bill ;  and  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, as  he  had  said,  the  man 
would  go  to  prison  and  the  w<Knaa 
would  be  sustained  at  the  cost  of  the 
State  in  an  industrial  or  reformatory 
school.  It  would  not  be  maintenance 
by  a  private  charity ;  it  would  be  a  State 
support,  and  that  would,  he  thought,  be 
a  most  dangerous  and  extravagant  pro- 
ceeding. With  regard  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's object,  everyone  would  agree  to 
that.  The  parent  or  guardian  should 
cease  to  have  control  over  the  girt  under 
these  circumstances;  but  that  WM  the 
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law  already,  which  would  be  enforoed  if 
a  ease  were  brought  before  the  proper 
tribunal — namely,  the  Conrtof  Ghancerj. 
If  a  case  were  brought  before  the  Court 
of  Ohanoery  in  which  a  parent  had  en- 
couraged a  child  to  prostitution— and 
that  would  bo  the  atato  of  things  dealt 
with  in  this  dauee — the  child  would  he 
taken  away  from  the  custody  of  one  of 
the  parents.  He  agreed  with  the  hou. 
and  learned  Qentleman  the  Attorney 
General  that  they  could  not  do  away 
with  the  authority  of  the  father  on  a 
collateral  issue,  and  that  it  would  be 
necessary  to  have  a  separate  and  definite 
chaise  brought  before  they  could  deal 
with  a  case  of  this  sort. 

Ma.  STATELET  HILL  said,  the  Tery 
excellent  observations  of  the  late  Home 
8ecretaTy(BirWilliamHarcourt)  opened 
up  one  of  the  moat  difficult  considera- 
tions in  connection  with  this  Bill,  be- 
oanse  they  had  already  enacted  that 
wherever  a  boy  or  young  man  of  15  or 
16  had  to  do  with  a  girl  under  the  legal 
age  he  was  goilh'  of  an  offence  ;  and  no 
one  would  say  that  a  girl  of  IS  or  16 
was  not  as  matured  as  the  boy.  They 
would  hare  cases  of  this  kind  occurring 
— and  he  ventured  to  say  that  it  would 
he  in  cases  of  this  kind  that  the  Act 
would  most  come  into  operation  — 
namely,  where  in  the  district  or  neigh- 
bourhood of  a  factory  town  a  boy  and 
girl  were  found  by  a  policeman  on  his 
rounds  behaTing  -  immorally,  the  girl 
nnder  the  age  of  16.  The  hoy  would 
be  immediately  taken  up  and  tried  for 
misdemeanour.  Which  of  the  two — the 
boy  or  girl — would  hare  been  most  to 
blame — the  girl,  who  for  two  or  three 
years  had  arrived  at  puberty,  or  the 
boy  who,  developing  much  later,  had 
scarcely  arrived  at  puberty  then  ?  Who 
was  the  more  guilty  of  the  two,  supposing 
they  called  it  guilt  ?  Why,  Bvery  woman 
would  tell  them  that  a  girl  approaching 
16  years  of  age  was  far  more  advaccod 
and  developed  than  a  boy  of  that  age, 
and  yet  they  were  going  to  punish  tho 
boy  and  not  touch  the  girl  at  all.  He 
thought  that  before  they  got  to  the  Bill 
on  Beport  they  would  have  to  deal  with 
that  state  of  things.  He  himself  would 
propose  a  clause  which  would  deal  with 
the  matter  in  this  way — that  wherever 
a  boy  was  being  tried  for  having  had 
improper  relations  with  a  girl  under  16, 
the  Judge  might  ask  the  jury  to  find 
whether  or  not  the  ^rl  hod  been  a  oon- 


smting  party,  and  if  the  jnry  answered 
in  the  affirmative  it  should  be  in  the 
power  of  the  Judge  to  send  the  girl  to  a 
reformatory  tor  two  years.  He  certainly 
thought  that  by  doing  that  they  would 
be  able  to  stop  a  great  deal  of  mischief 
that  might  otberwise  arise  under  the 
Bill.  When  they  arrived  at  the  Beport 
stage  he  should  venture  to  bring  before 
the  House  an  addition  to  Clause  5.  He 
was  very  glad  that  the  right  hon.  Gen* 
tleman  the  late  Home  Secretary  had 
drawn  their  attention  to  this  point,  be- 
cause it  was  really  one  of  the  most  diffi- 
cult matters  they  had  to  deal  with. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Sir 
E,  AssHETON  Onoas)  deprecated  any 
lengthened  discussion  on  the  clause. 

Mr.  LABOUCHEEE  :  Let  it  be  ne- 
gatived. 

Thb  SECRETABT  of  STATE  (Sir 
E.  AasHETON  Cboss)  :  Very  well ;  let  it 
be  negatived.  I  do  not  want  to  go  on 
with  the  discussion. 

Question  put,  end  negatived. 

Mr.  GRAFTON  said,  he  wished  to 
move,  as  a  new  clause,  after  Clause  13, 
the  following ; — 

"  Any  person  who,  by  Ub  own  aot  or  ih«t  of 
his  ngent,  lets  or  leaiBB  premieeB  with  the  know- 
ledgi  that  such  prtmiBea  are  to  ba  taeA  aa 
brothela,  or  for  immoral  purpesM,  shall,  on 
Bummary  conviction  in  manner  provided  by  tha 
SummaryJuriadiction  ActB,  bo  liable— 

(1)  To  a  penalty  not  exceeding  fifty  pounds, 
or,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court,  to  im- 
priBonment  for  any  term  not  eiaeedjn|f 
two  monUiB,  with  or  without  hard  labour ; 

(2)  On  a  second  or  aubaequent  cODviction 
to  a  penalty  not  aiceediug  one  hundred 
poundB,  or,  in  the  discretion  of  tha  court, 
to  inipriaonment  tor  any  term  not  ex- 
ceediDK  throe  moathi,  with  or  without 
hard  labour : 

and  in  case  ot  a  third  or  Bahsequent  conviction 
■uch  peTBOn  may,  in  addition  to  Bach  penalty  or 
imprisonment  aa  last  aforeswd,  be  required  by 
the  court  to  ent^r  into  a  recognisance,  with  or 
without  auretiea.  bb  to  the  court  seems  meet,  to 
be  of  good  behaviour  for  any  period  not  exceed- 
ing twelve  month«,  and  in  default  of  entering 
into  auch  lecogmaance,  with  or  without  suretiea 
(ai  tha  case  may  be),  Buch  person  mny  be  im- 
prisoned for  any  period  not  exceeding  throe 
months,  in  addition  to  any  suoh  term  of  impri- 
Bonment  as  aforesaid. 

"  Any  persoD  on  being  sammarily  convicted 
in  puTsuanoe  of  thia  section  may  appeal  to  a 
court  of  general  or  qaartor  seBSions  agninst  such 


This  clause  would  be  an  extension  of 
the  Act  to  the  owners  of  brothels  or 
persons  letting  houses  to  be  used  for  im- 
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Tee  8ECBETARY  of  STATE  (Sir 
'Sl.  Assheton  Oboss)  :  That  cI&um  will 
be  put  in  the  Bill— the  effect  of  it. 

Mr.  SEEJUiirt  SIMON  :  Then  I  will 
not  move  it. 

Mb.  JAMES  STUART :  In  the  ab- 
sence of  Mr.  William  Fowler—f"  Order, 
order !  "] — the  hon.  Member  for  Cam- 
bridge, I  beg  to  move  the  following 
Clause  in  his  name : — 

"(1.)  Everyman  who,  in  any  thorouRbfare 
OF  publie  pUce  vithin  the  limits  of  the  Hstio- 
politan  Police  District,  bsbituallj  or  peniet^iitly 
Bolidts  womea  or  giils  for  immoral  purposes, 
shall  be  deemed  to  commit  an  offence  under 
section  fifty-four  of  the  Act  of  the  SeasJoD  of 
the  second  and  third  yean  of  the  reign  of  Her 
present  Majesty,  chapter  forty-seven,  intituled 
'  An  Act  for  farther  imprOTina;  the  Police  in 
and  near  the  Metropolis.' 

"  (3.)  Every  man  who,  in  any  street  within 
any  tovn  or  district  wherein  lection  twenty- 
eight  ol  '  The  Town  Police  Clauses  Act,  IM?,' 
is  in  force,  hahitually  or  persistently  importunes 
or  solicits  women  or  girU  for  iuunoral  purposes, 
shall  be  deemed  to  commit  an  offence  under  the 


moral  purposes.  He  maintained  that 
those  who  let  their  property  for  such 
purposes  were  as  bad,  or  worse,  than 
the  occupiers,  and  it  was  only  right  that 
the  Act  should,  accordingl;,  be  extended 
to  them.  He  understood  that  the  Go- 
vernment were  prepared  to  meet  the 
object  he  had  in  view,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, hy  substituting  words  for  the  pur- 
pose in  another  portion  of  the  Act ;  and 
if  the;  did  that,  and  the  words  were 
made  strong  enough,  he  should  have  no 
objection  to  withdraw  his  clause.  He 
felt  himself  that  the  imposition  of  a 
heav;  fine  would  very  often  prevent  these 
people  from  letting  Uieir  houses  for  im- 
proper purposes.  The  right  hon.  Oen- 
tleroan  the  Home  Secretary  would  per- 
mit him  to  say  that,  as  he  desired  the 
clause  to  be  applied  to  brothels  or  houses 
to  he  used  for  immoral  purposes,  he 
hoped  that  before  the  Bill  passed  he 
would  take  care  that  the  definitions  were 
strong  enough  and  wide  enough  to  cover 
all  these  places. 


New  Clause  (Suppression  of  brothels,) 
— {Mr.  Bra/ton,) — brought  tip,  and  read 
the  fiiat  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Olanse  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Thb  SEOHETABY  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AsBHXTOH  Cboss)  Said,  if  this  clause 
were  withdrawn,  he  should  on  Beport 
move  to  introduce  words  as  to  owner- 
ship as  in  Clause  12,  which  dwelt  with 
the  occupier. 

The  OHAIBMAN:  Does  the  hon. 
Member  withdraw  the  clause  ? 

Mr.  GRAFTON:  Yes. 

Clause,  by  leave,  wUhirawn. 

Mr.  Serjeant  SIMON  said,  he  would 
move  the  insertion  of  the  following  new 
Clause:— 

'  'Any  owner  or  oooupier, 
or  acting,  or  assisting  in  thi 
trol  of  any  brothel,  house,  or  premiiea,  or  any 
parson  who  shall  keep  any  woman  or  girl  under 
restraint  in  any  brothel,  house,  or  premises,  or 
shall  prevent,  or  threaten  to  prevent,  any  woman 
or  girl  from  leaving  any  brothel,  house,  or  pra- 
mises,  or  shall  detain  her  clothes  or  other  pro- 
pertr  in  older  to  prevent  her  from  leaving  gnch 
brothel,  house,  or  prsmiess,  or  to  compel  or  in- 
duce her  to  remain  in  any  brothel,  or  to  compel 
or  induce  ber  to  remain  for  immoral  purposes 
in  any  house  or  premiies,  shall  be  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanor,  and.  being  convicted  thereof, 
•hall  be  liable,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  to 
be  imprisoned  for  any  term  not  exceeding  two 
years  with  or  without  hard  labour." 
Mr.  Oraftm 


sr  any  person  having 


The  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  Member 
cannot  move  this  now.  He  must  wait 
his  turn — that  is  to  say,  he  must  wait 
until  the  Amendments  on  the  Paper  are 
disposed  of. 

Mr.  PIOTON  said,  he  begged  to  move 
the  following  Clause : — 

"  Every  person  charged  with  an  offence  under 
this  Act,  and  the  wife  of  the  person  so  charged, 
shall  be  competent  witnesses  on  every  hearing 
at  every  stage  of  such  charge :  Provided,  That 
no  person  so  charged  ahall  be  compellable  to  be 
a  witnees  on  any  suoh  hearing:  Providsd  also. 
That  no  person  so  charged,  being  a  witness  on 
any  hearing  of  such  charge,  shell  have  the  right 
to  refuse  to  answer  any  question  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  tend  to  cHoiinate  him  as  to  the 
offsuce  so  charged,  unless  the  ooort  before 
whom  such  hearing  ahall  take  place  ahall  think 
fit." 

It  had  been  said  in  connection  with 
various  parts  of  the  Bill  that  it  would 
give  occasion  for  false  accusations  against 
people.  Instances  had  been  adduced  of 
special  caaee  of  conflicting  testimony  in 
which,  had  the  person  charged  and  hia 
wife  been  competent  witnesses,  all  ens- 
piciouB  circumstanoes  would  have  been 
explained,  and  a  miscarriage  of  justice 
would  have  been  prevented.  In  some 
oases  already  the  accused  was  allowed  to 
give  testimony  for  himself — in  cases  of 
adultery,  for  instance,  and  in  many  cases 
of  conspiracy.  It  appeared  to  bim  that 
offences  charged  under  this  measure 
were  especially  offences  On  which  such 
testimony  ought  to    be  allowed,   and, 
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therefore,  it  was  that  he  moved  the 
clause.  He  should  like  to  add  after  the 
vord  "  wife,"  in  the  firat  lins,  "or 
hoebaiid,  as  the  caae  may  be,"  beoause, 
in  some  cases,  women  might  he  accused 
under  some  of  the  clauses.  He  might 
add  that  the  wording  ot  the  olause  was 
taken  directly  from  the  Bill  which  had 
received  the  aasent  of  the  other  House 
of  Parliament,  and  had  received,  he  be- 
lieved, the  sanction  of  this  House,  but 
vhich  had  not  been  carried  to  its  final 
stage. 

New  Clause  (Person  charged  and  his 
wifeshall  be  competent  witnesses,) — {Mr. 
Pieton,)~brovght  up,  and  read  the  first 
time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause  he  read  a  second 
time." 

The  ATTOENET  GENERAL  (Sir 
SiDHABD  Websteb)  Said,  he  should  not 
at  all  like  to  say  what  his  view  of  this 
new  olause  was.  In  his  opinion  it  was 
right,  in  some  cases,  to  allow  the  aooused 
to  give  evidence;  and  he  thought,  there- 
fore, that  the  hoc.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Leicester  (Mr.  Picton)  would  do 
well  to  allow  the  merits  of  his  proposal 
to  he  oonsiderod.  It  certainly  would 
>eem  that  of  all  classes  of  oases  that 
dealt  with  in  this  Bill  was  the  on 
which  the  defendant  should  be  allowed 
to  give  evidence.  As  he  had  said,  the 
principle  had  been  allowed  in  some  in- 
stances— in  affiliation  cases,  where  it  was 
nought  to  fix  the  paternity  of  illegiti 
mate  children  on  certain  persona ;  and 
in  oases  where  charges  of  sending 
seaworthy  ships  to  sea  were  made  the 
defendant  was  allowed  to  speak  for  him- 
aelf.  He  wished  to  say  this,  in  view  of 
an  Amendment  negatived  hy  a  small 
majority  the  other  day — that  to  prevent 
a  child  giving  evidence — that  if  there 
was  one  reason  why  he  felt  why  the 
House  should  be  in  favour  of  thisole 
it  was  because  he  thought  the  guilty 
would  be  detected  just  as  well,  whilst 
the  innocent  mieht  more  readily  escape. 
He  rememherea  onoe  being  in  a  case 
with  one  of  the  beat  men  who  ever  prac- 
tised at  the  Criminal  Bar— namely,  Hr. 
Serjeant  Parry— at  the  York  Assizes. 
The  case  was  one  of  sending  unsea- 
worthy  ships  to  eea;  and  Serjeant  Parry 
had  pointed  out  that  where  permigsioi 
was  given  to  a  defendant  to  give  evi 
dence,  and  he  did  not  do  so,  the  oonclu' 
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sion  to  he  drawn  was  that  ho  was  in  the 
wrong.  Ho  could  not  help  thinking  that 
in  cases  where  the  evidence  of  a  small 
child  was  taken,  the  statement  of  the 
prisoner  himself  would  ba  of  value. 
Where  guilty  he  would  be  likely  to  eay 
nothing— so  that  the  provision  would 
enable  the  innocent  man  to  get  off,  and 
aid  the  conviction  of  the  guilty.  With 
regard  to  the  Proviso— 

,  Tson  BO  clutrged,  being  a  vitaess  on 
ui}^  beuing  of  Buch  charge,  shall  hava  the  right 
to  refose  to  answer  any  question  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  tend  to  oriniinat*  him  as  to  the 
offence  so  charged,"  &c. 

That,  he  thought,  should  be  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Judge  at  the  trial.  He 
thought  the  olause  proposed  hy  the  hon. 
Qentleman  the  Member  for  Southwark 
(Mr.  Thorold  Bogers)  the  better  form 
of  clause — namely, 

"  Any  psnon  charged  with  an  j  offence  under 
this  Act  shall  be  a  competent  witness  on  his 
own  behslE:  Provided  always,  That  no  such 
person  shall  be  compelled  to  give  evidence." 

As  the  Committee  was  principally  con- 
cerned, the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Home  Secretary  would  say  whether  he 
agreed  to  the  clause,  or  the  principle 
of  it. 

Ma.  PICTON  desired  to  point  out 
that  the  concluding  lines  expressly  gave 
power  to  decline  to  give  such  evidence. 

Mr.  M'COAN  entirely  agreed  with 
the  principle  involved  in  the  first  lines 
of  tne  Amendment,  but  strongly  ob- 
jected to  the  end  of  it.  He  ventured 
to  suggest  that  the  intention  of  the  hon. 
Member  would  be  carried  out  if  the 
clause  were  amended  in  this  way — 
"Every  person  charged,"  and  so  on, 
"  shall  be  competent  but  not  compellable 
witnesses,"  &c.  Of  course,  in  the  case 
of  a  witness  refusing  to  give  evidence, 
the  inference  would  he  very  strong 
against  him. 

Mb.  TOMLINSON  pointed  out  that, 
in  accepting  this  Amendment,  they  were 
making  a  very  serious  alteration  in  the 
jurisprudence  of  the  country.  He  did 
not  see  how  the  argument  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  applied, 
because  affiliation  summonses  were  not 
criminal  cases. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Webstee)  wished  to  explain 
that  he  had  also  mentioned  the  charge 
of  sending  an  un seaworthy  ship  to 
sea,  which  was  certainly  a  criminal 
offence. 
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Mb.  TOMXINSON  felt  it  his  duty, 
neTerthelesfl,  to  warn  tlio  Oommitloe 
that  in  puttiag  thia  clause  into  llio  Bill, 
they  were  practically  conceding  the  ad- 
missioQ  of  the  prisoner's  evidence  in  all 
criminal  cases. 

The  8ECEETABY  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AssHETOH  Gross)  hoped  the  Com- 
mittee would  accept  the  clause.  When 
it  had  been  read  a  second  time,  he 
should  move  to  strike  out  the  last  por- 
tion of  it. 

Question  put,  and  agretd  to. 

Mb.  M'COAN  wished  to  move  an 
Amendment  in  the  first  lioe  of  the 
clause,  so  that  it  would  read — 

"Evei^  person  chargod  with  an  oSaniw 
nnder  thia  Act,  snd  the  vifs  or  huiband  of  the 
ptrsoii  so  charged,"  Jbc. 

Ma.  8TAVELEY  HILL  thought  the 
Home  Secretary  would  find  it  necesiory 
to  slightly  amend  this  clause  on  Beport. 
He  thought  the  right  hon.  Oeutlemau 
would  find  that,  under  the  clause  ae  it 
stood,  there  would  be  no  power  of  cross- 
examining  these  witnesses.  He  was 
under  the  impreseion  that  there  was  some 
particular  form  of  words  to  be  put  in  a 
clause  of  this  sort  to  enable  this  to  be 
done. 

Question  put,  "After  the  word  'and,* 
inline  1,  to  insert  'if  married,'"  and 
agreed  to. 

Question  put,  "After  the  word  'wife,' 
in  line  I,  insert  '  or   husband,' "  and 

agreed  to. 

Mr.  M'OOAN  moved,  in  line  2  of  the 
new  clause,  after  the  word  "compe- 
tent," to  insert  the  words  "but  not 
compellable." 


Mr.  HOPWOOD  thought  the  Com- 
mittee would  make  a  great  mistake  if 
they  made  these  class  i>f  persons  com- 

Snteut  but  not  compellublo  witnesses, 
[e  would  put  it  to  the  Home  Secretary, 
who  would  see  at  once  what  he  meant. 
There  was  a  proseculion  against  a  man 
who  was  not  called  as  a  witness.  The 
counsel  prosecuting  would  be  able  to 
say — "  Where  is  the  prisoner  ?  Ho 
miKht  have  been  called ;  I  could  not 
call  him,  but  my  learned  friend  could 
have  done  so  :  and,  as  he  has  not  been 
called,  I  say  it  amounts  practically  to 
a  confession  of  guilt."    That  would  be 


a  great  injustice  to  the  prisoner.  The 
only  way  in  wLich  they  could  make  the 
clause  workable  at  all  was  by  inserting 
the  words  "  competent  or  compellable." 
They  ought  to  give  the  prisoner  bo 
choice  in  the  matter,  as  they  would  b« 
doing  him  a  groat  injustice  if  they  gavs 
him  a  discretion.  Juries  did  not  always 
understand  the  fencing  of  opposing 
counsel ;  and  if  they  were  told  tW  the 
defence  could  have  called  the  prisoner, 
they  would  naturally  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  they  had  some  very  good 
reason  for  not  doing  so.  He  ventured 
to  warn  the  Comaiittee  that  if  they 
adopted  the  principle  that  the  prisoner 
was  not  to  give  evidence  unless  he  liked, 
it  would  be  found  that  they  had  not 
conferred  the  benefit  on  him  which  they 
intended  in  giving  him  the  power  of 
rebutting  the  evidence  against  him. 

SiE  WILLIAM  HAECOUBT  said, 
there  was  no  doubt  that  where  an  ac- 
cused person  was  competent  to  be  a 
witness  and  was  not  called,  it  raised  a 
presumption  against  him;  but.  in  ad- 
ministering the  Criminal  Law,  they 
wished  to  give  protection  to  an  innocent 
man,  and  they  could  not  deny  that  a 
provision  like  this  was  of  the  greatest 
value  to  enable  a  man  to  prove  his  in- 
nocence. If  a  man  were  innocent,  he 
would  appear  to  give  evidence;  but  if 
he  were  guilty  he  would  not  appear; 
and  it'  they  forced  a  guilty  man  Into  the 
witness-box,  whether  he  liked  it  or  not, 
they  would  be  subjecting  him  to  the 
temptation  to  commit  porjuty,  and  thus 
rendering  him  liable  to  the  additional 
penalty  attaching  to  that  offence.  That 
was  a  pressure  to  which  he  ought  not 
to  be  exposed. 

Mb.  LYULPH  STANLEY  thought 
that  this  clause  would  bo  valuable  in 
any  shape  at  all,  and  hoped  there  would 
not  bo  too  much  criticism  of  detail.  It 
would  be  such  a  great  step  in  regard  to 
thfir  Criminal  Law  that  he  hoped  it 
would  not  be  too  much  criticized.  They 
know  that  in  civil  cases  it  was  not  sup- 
posed to  be  the  duty  of  the  plaintiff  to 
call  the  defendant,  although  he  knew  a 
great  deal  about  the  case  at  issue.  It 
was  the  business  of  the  defendant  to 
call  himself.  He  had  some  doubt  ia 
regard  to  the  cross- examinatioB,  for 
they  knew  how  the  people  were  occa- 
sionally shocked  by  the  crose-examina- 
tion  of  a  prisoner  by  the  Judge  in 
France.     He   thought,  howerer,   that 
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public  opinion  in  England  would  keep 
the  counsel  for  the  proeocution  in  check. 
Under  all  the  oircumatanceB,  he  hoped 
they  would  accept  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  agmd  to. 

Motion  mad**,  and  Question,  "That 
all  the  words  after  the  word  'charge, 
in  line  3,  be  struck  out,"  put,  and 
agreed  h. 

Mb.  STAVELET  HILL   moved 
insert,  after  the  word  "  charge,"  at  the 
end  of  the  clause,  the  words 

r  herself  as 


Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

Mb.  HOPWOOD  said,  that  surely 
this  followed  as  a  matter  of  course.  If  a 
witness  gave  evidence,  he  would  be  sub- 
ject to  cross-examination  in  the  oidi- 
nary  way. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
BiCHABD  Webstkr)  was  bound  to  say 
that  he  was  of  the  some  opinion  as  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Stockport  (Mr.  Hopwood) ;  but 
if  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  thought 
the  words  necessary,  he  had  no  objection. 

Me.  hopwood  said,  it  would  be 
necessary,  then,  to  insert  words  to 
enable  a  re-examination.  He  would 
really  ask  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber to  withdraw  his  Amendment. 

Sia  HENRY  JAMES  said,  he  had 
been  all  through  this  matter,  and  there 
was  really  no  necessity  for  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Amendment  negativtd. 

Sir  henry  JAMES  said,  he  would 
not  move  any  further  Amendment  on  this 
clause  now;  but  he  would  do  so  on  the  Re- 
port, because  it  ought  to  be  made  clear 
that  the  prisoner  could  be  examined  at 
every  hearing.  At  present  he  was  rather 
afraid  that  there  might  be  a  difficulty 
about  the  Grand  Jury  where  the  pri- 
soner did  not  appear.  He  was  so  glad 
to  get  this  alteration  in  the  law,  how- 
ever, that  he  would  not  take  up  the 
time  of  the  Committee  now,  but  would 
consult  with  the  Attorney  General,  and 
move  some  Amendment  at  the  later 
stage. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause,  as  amended,  be 
added  to  the  Bill." 
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Ma.  AVARTON  pointed  out  that  they 
were  now  making  a  most  startling 
change  in  their  Law  of  Evidence.  The 
clause  introduoed  so  vital  a  change  that 
he  was  surprised  at  the  ease  with  which 
the  Attorney  General  and  the  ex-At- 
torney General  had  seen  their  way  to 
desert  the  principles  which  hadhitherto 
formed  the  bases  of  their  criminal  legis- 
lation.  The  two  important  principles 
involved  in  this  clause  should  certaml; 
net  be  introduced  into  a  measure 
which  they  were  hurrying  through 
Parliament  as  they  were  hurrying  that 
one.  He  did  hope  the  Oommittee 
would  T^use.  All  the  other  questions 
in  this  Bill  did  not  together  amount  to 
the  same  importance  as  the  great  and 
grave  principles  which  they  were  now 
introducing  into  it.  No  more  startling 
innovation  had  been  made  in  their 
Criminal  Law  for  centuries,  and  he 
could  not  allow  the  olause  to  pass  with- 
out entering  his  earnest  protest  against 
it.  He  warned  them  of  the  state  of 
things  which  happened  in  France,  where 
the  Judge  cross-examined  the  prisoners 
in  a  most  infamous  manner.  Next  year 
he  would  undertake  to  say  they  would 
have  the  same  sort  of  thing  in  their 
Courts.  They  would  have  lawyers  cross- 
examining  these  unfortunate  criminals 
in  the  same  infamous  style.  It  was  a 
return  to  the  same  state  of  things  as 
existed  in  theolddaysof  the  Inquisition 
in  France,  and  was  quite  too  serious  a 
change  to  be  introduced  into  such  a 
wretched  Bill  as  this,  which,  after  all 
the  noise  and  fuss  that  had  been  made 
about  it,  might  not  produce  any  start- 
ling resulte,  or,  if  it  did,  stood  a  very 
good  chance  of  being  repealed  in  a  very 
short  time.  The  principle  of  the  Bill 
was  sure  to  be  abandoned  when  the 
public  returned  to  their  common  sense. 
In  the  meantime,  he .  stood  aghast 
and  horrified  at  the  action  which  had 
been  taken  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men of  the  Legal  Profession  on  this 
occasion. 

Sir  HENRY  JAMES  altogether  de- 
nied that  they  were  acting  in  a  hurry  in 
this  matter.  The  clause  hod  in  the 
shape  of  a  Bill  received  the  approval  of 
the  House  of  Lords  twice  before,  and 
it  had  received  the  approval  of  the 
Criminal  Code  Commissioners.  It  had 
liso  boon  inserted  in  the  Explosives 
Let,  and  its  introduction  into  that  mea- 
urc  had  been  the  direct  moans  of  estab- 
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lieliing  the  innocence  of  a  m&n  cbaxged 
under  that  Act. 

Mb.  Serjeant  SIMON  asked  nhetker 
this  clause  ought  not  to  bo  carried  fur- 
ther ?  They  were  goiug  to  allow  a 
priaouer  to  give  evidence  on  his  own 
behalf  in  a  class  of  cases  of  the  nature 
of  Tape,  but  thej  did  not  allow  him 
to  do  the  Eumo  thing  in  the  actual  case 
of  rape  itself. 

Sib  HENKT  JAMES  wished  to  point 
out  to  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
that  they  could  not,  while  this  Bill  was 
in  Committee,  extend  this  clause  to 
prisoners  charged  with  rape ;  but  tbey 
might  do  on  Report. 

Ms.  Bbbjeaht  SIMOK  inusted  that 
it  was  a  moat  extraordinary  and  in- 
Tidious  thing  that  they  should  allow 
the  principle  in  these  caseo,  but  that  in 
the  case  of  actual  rape,  when  the  man 
might  he  the  only  person  who  could 
thoroughly  explain  the  matter,  they 
should  not  allow  it. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  SMITH,  with  the 
permission  of  the  Committee,  begged 
leave  to  move  the  Clause  standing  in 
the  name  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cambridge  (Mr.  William  Fowler),  which 
was  as  follows  :— 

"(I.lEvery  man  who,  in  any  thoroiigfafare 
or  pnblio  plao*  within  the  limits  of  the  Metni- 
pohtan  Police  District,  habitunlly  or  peniitentlj 
Bolioil«  womtn  or  girls  for  immoral  purposea. 
*hall  Im  deemed  to  commit  an  offeace  under 
section  fifty-four  of  the  Act  of  the  Session  ol 
the  second  and  third  years  of  the  reign  of  Her 
pietent  Majesty,  chapter  forty-seven,  intituled 
'  An  Act  for  further  impranDg  the  Police  iu 
and  near  the  Jletropolis.' 

"  (a.)  Every  man  who,  in  any  street  within 
»ay  town  or  distriot  wherein  section  twenty- 
eight  ol  '  The  Town  Police  ClauJes  Act,  1 817,' 
is  in  force,  habitually  or  pcraiatently  importuues 
or  solicits  women  or  girls  for  immoral  purpoees, 
shall  be  deemed  to  commit  an  offence  under  the 
mme  section." 

Mr.  WAETON  rose  to  Order,  and 
submitted  to  the  Chair  that  the  Com- 
milteo  bad  dntidod  this  matter  when 
they  struck  out  Clause  9  with  regard  to 
solicitation. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said,  he  was  not 
in  the  Chair  when  Clause  9  was  struck 
out;  but  ha  now  saw  it  referred  to  the 
same  thing,  and  therefore  the  hon. 
Member  would  not  be  in  Order  in 
moving  this  Amendment.  The  principle 
of  the  matter  had  already  been  rejected 
by  striking  out  Glauaa  9. 
Sir  Benrt/  Jamei 


The  secretary  op  STATE  (Sir 
£.  AssnETOX  Cboss)  said,  he  had  a  short 
clause  to  move.  Under  a  previous  claus^, 
the  age  at  which  oonsent  could  be  urged 
as  a  defence  to  an  indecent  assault  had 
been  raised  from  13  to  16.  It  would  be 
necessary,  therefore,  to  put  in  a  few 
words  to  make  it  meet  the  case  of  young 
persons  of  16  under  this  Bill.  There- 
fore, he  moved  the  following  words : — 

"  Consent  to  be  no  defence  to  a  diargs  of 
indecent  assault  on  a  young  person  below  the 
age  apeoifled  in  thisAct," 

Mr.  HOPWOOD  asked  whetber  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  proposed  that  a 
woman  could  be  charged  with  familiarity 
with  a  boy  of  16yearsof  age,  and  consent 
was  to  be  no  defence  ?  He  hardly  knew 
what  they  were  coming  to.  This  clause 
opened  up  a  vista  of  new  ideas  in  regard 
to  the  relations  of  the  sexes  which  Par- 
liament had  never  dreamed  of.  He  did 
not  know  whetber  those  who  were  respon- 
sible for  this  Bill  knew  where  they  were 
going  to  stop,  or  where  this  whirlwind 
was  to  cease.  For  his  part,  he  thought 
it  would  be  advisable  for  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Home  Seiretary  to  leave 
this  matter  alone,  at  all  events  for  the 
present,  andif  they  found  that  there  was 
any  necessity  for  dealing  with  it,  they 
could  amend  the  Act  at  some  later 
period. 

Sir  HENBT  JAMES  said,  he  hoped 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  recon- 
sider this  matter  and  bring  it  up  on 
Report.  If  the  offence  took  place,  it 
might  generally  be  proved  by  direct 
evidence. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mb.  statelet  hill  said,  he  bad 
been  about  to  bring  forward  a  clause 
providing  for  the  punishment  of  a  man 
who  did  an  act  tending  to  the  commis- 
sion of  a  midemcanour;  but  be  would 
bring  it  up  on  Report. 

Mb.  OAVENDISHBENTINCKsaid, 
he  had  an  Amendment  to  propose  the 
object  of  which  was  to  provide  that  no 
person  should  be  convicted  of  an  offence 
under  the  2nd  and  3rd  sections  of  the 
Act  upon  the  evidence  of  one  witness 
only.  It  had  been  observed  a  short 
time  ago  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Stockport  {Mr.  Hopwood)  that 
the  Committee  hardly  knew  where  they 
were  going  in  the  matter  of  this  Bill. 
In  some  respects  he  quite  agreed  in  that 
opinion  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gea- 
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tiemaii.  As  far  as  the  2nd  and  3rd 
eeotioDB  of  the  Bill  were  concerned,  they 
were  founding  an  enactment  of  a  kind 
which  he  supposed  had  nerer  before 
received  the  sanction  of  Farliamant.  By 
those  clauses  the  dooi  was  opened  to  all 
•Orts  of  extortion  and  fraud,  especially 
since  the  eiisting  limitation  of  the  age  of 
women  had  been  repealed.  Now,  he 
proposed  to  taok  on  to  the  two  clauses  the 
Amendment  which  he  bad  described. 
However,  if  his  right  hon.  Friend  did 
not  wish  him  to  move  it  then,  he  would 
do  BO  later;  but  in  the  meantime  he 
wished  to  ezprees  his  views  upon  the 
subject.  He  had  adopted  in  this  case 
the  principle  contained  in  the  former 
Bill  brought  in  by  the  late  QoTemment, 
and  adopted  by  the  present  Qovem- 
ment,  as  would  be  seen  on  reference 
to  Gause  9 — the  Solicitation  Clause — 
which  repeated  portions  of  the  Town 
Police  Clauses  Act  of  1847.  The  Bill 
substituted  other  clauses,  and  also  pro- 
vided that  a  conviction  should  not  take 
place  in  pursuance  of  the  section  in 
question  on  the  evidence  of  one  witness 
only.  He  understood  that  that  Proviso 
was  introduced  for  the  protection  of 
women,  and  the  Proviso  he  had  to  pro- 
pose wae  intended  for  the  protection  of 
men.  Hebelievedthattherewasnothing 
new  in  this.  So  far  as  regarded  Scot- 
land, he  was  told  by  the  late  Lord  Advo- 
cate (Hr.  J.  B.  Balfour)  that  no  person 
could  be  convicted  there  criminally,  on 
the  evidence  of  one  witness  only,  with- 
out there  was  some  corroborative  evi- 
dence ;  but,  as  he  had  said  before,  they 
were,  by  these  two  clauses,  opening  the 
door  to  all  sorts  of  extortion.  It  should 
be  remembered  that  if  there  was  one 
oharacteristio  in  women  of  the  unfor- 
tunate class  more  noticeable  than  an- 
other it  was  untruthfulness,  as  any  per- 
son would  be  aware  who  had  taken 
the  trouble  to  inquire  into  the  matter, 
or  who  like  himself  had  sat  on  a  Com- 
mittee for  the  purpose  of  considering 
this  question,  or  who  had  inquired  at 
the  Homes  where  this  class  of  women 
were  received.  It  wae  a  well-known  fact 
that  these  persons  were  not  alt  credible 
persons ;  and  it  seemed  to  him  that  there 
was  very  great  dangerthat  false  charges 
might  be  brought  by  such  women  utterly 
unsupported  by  any  evidence,  and  con- 
victions obtained  against  innocent  men. 
Hon.  Hembers  knew  that  in  cases  of 
breach  of  promise  of  marriage,  a  good- 


looking  lady  had  an  extremely  good 
chance  of  getting  heavy  damages;  and  he 
thought  it  was  more  than  probable  that 
when  a  good-looking  prosecutrix  showed 
herself  in  the  witness-bos  in  support  of 
a  charge  under  these  clauses,  there  would 
be  a  very  bad  chance  for  the  defendant 
or  prisoner  as  the  case  might  be. 
Instances  of  charges  of  the  kind  un- 
supported by  reliable  evidence  were 
very  oommon,  as  might  be  seen  by 
reference  to  a  newspaper  that  bad  been 
mentioned  once  or  twice  in  the  course 
of  the  evening,  and  described  by  an 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  in  a  spsech 
made  the  other  night  as  a  "  m^a- 
zine  of  filth."  On  Friday  last  there 
was  a  column  in  Thi  Pall  Mall  Omutte 
devoted  to  on  alleged  case  of  ruining  a 
young  girl;  andif  hon.  Gentlemen  would 
be  kind  enough  to  read  this  story,  they 
would  find  that  the  whole  case  depended 
entirely  on  the  testimony  of  one  witness 
— that  was  to  say,  of  the  girl  alleged  to 
have  been  injured.  When  he  considered 
that  they  had  not  alone  to  deal  with 
artless  young  girls,  but  with  artful  and 
immoral  women  of  a  notoriously  un- 
truthful class,  he  thought  that  some  ad- 
ditional protection  should  be  given  to 
persons  who  were  likely  to  be  inculpated. 
Therefore,  he  had  prepared  a  clause 
which  he  begged  to  move,  and  in  which 
was  incorporated  a  principle  already 
adopted  by  Ace  of  Parliament  in  Eng- 
land, and  in  operation  in  another  part 
of  the  United  Kingdom. 

New  Clause: — 

"  That  no  penon  ahall  be   convicted  of  an 
offence  nndsr  the  second  and  tbird   lectioDs 
of  thia  Aet  upon  the  evideDce  of  one  witnees 
only,"— (Jfr.  Cavtndiih  £«ntinelt,) 
— brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause  be  read  a    second 

Thb  SEOEETARY  of  state  (Sir  R. 
AsBHEioN  Uboss)  said,  he  should  have 
thought  that  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  would  have  known  that,  if 
this  clause  was  unnecessary  in  the  case 
of  ordinary  offences,  it  was  unnecessary 
in  the  case  of  rape.  He  should  not  like 
to  see  this  clause  placed  on  the  Statute 
Book.  He  did  not  believe  that  a  Judge 
would  ever  allow  a  person  to  be  con- 
victed under  these  sections  upon  the 
uncorroborated  testimony  of  one  wit- 
ness. 
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Mtt.  HOPWOOD  saM,  there  were 
vitbin  bis  own  knowledge  several  in- 
st&Dces  of  what  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Oentleman  the  Member  for 
Whitehaven  had  alluded  to.  Some  time 
ofi^  he  had  had  oocaaioQ  to  attend  one 
of  the  Police  Conita  when  a  case  of  in- 
decent exposure  was  before  the  magis- 
trate; the  sole  witness  was  a  highly  re- 
Bpeotable  woman,  and  the  magietrate 
said  aloud  to  the  clerk  that  be  believed 
it  was  the  rule  of  magistrates  not  to  en- 
tertain charges  of  the  sort  unless  they 
were  proved  by  two  persona.  The  clerk 
replied  in  the  affirmative,  and  the 
magistrate  dismissed  the  prosecution. 
These  instances  were  very  common, 
especially  with  regard  to  the  relations  of 
the  sezea.  He  reminded  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Home  De- 
partment that  thia  was  a  matter  in  which 
De  had  had  to  interfere  on  several  occa- 
sions. There  bad  been  charges  of  assault 
in  railway  carriages.  Within  the  last  few 
montha  a  reapectable  gentluman  had 
been  charged,  his  name  appeared  in  the 

Sapers,  and  be  had  to  submit  to  all  the 
isagreeable  consequences,  and  although 
he  was  not  allowed  to  give  evidenoe  be 
had  succeeded  in  rebutting  the  charge 
by  the  force  of  character.  There  waa 
another  instanoe  which  occurred  when 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  last  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment. It  was  the  case  of  Seth  Evans. 
He  had  interested  himself  in  that  case 
on  behalf  of  a  great  number  of  people 
who  did  not  believe  the  story  against 
him.  The  man  had  been  sentenced  to 
two  years*  impriaonment ;  and  after  two 
trials  for  perjury  against  the  girl,  in 
which  the  jury  could  not  agree,  the 
right  hon,  QentlemBn  said  the  case  was 
not  made  out— that  it  was  completely 
rebutted  in  bis  mind — and  the  man  was 
discharged.  If  there  was  a  case  in  law 
which  entitled  them  to  ask  for  peculiar 
treatment  it  waa  this.  If  they  wore  to 
make  these  things  the  subject  of  legis- 
lation, it  seemed  to  bim  that  they  de- 
manded special  and  peculiar  treatment. 
Ho  believed  that  as  Uie  Houae  went  on 
educating  itself  it  would  see  that  what 
was  at  first  so  clear  had  become  fraught 
with  great  danger,  and  that  those 
dangers  were  now  unfolding  them- 
selves. 

Ma.  J.B.  BALFOUE  said,  that  having 
been  appealed  to  by  the  right  hon.  and 
leamedGentlemon  the  Memberf or  White- 


haven (Mr.  Cavendish  Bentinck)  to  say 
whether  bis  view  of  the  case  with  regard 
to  Scotland  was  correct,  he  had  to  say 
that  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man had  correctly  stated  the  ease.  Ac- 
cording to  Scotch  law  there  must  be  two 
witnesses,  or  one  witness  whose  evidence 
was  corroborated,  in  order  to  warrant  a 
conviction.  As  a  general  rule  two  wit- 
neaeea  were  requisite.  He  understood 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Se- 
cretary to  say  that  although  there  was 
no  technical  rule  to  the.  same  effect  in 
England,  the  like  practice  obtained 
there,  and  that  a  direction  would  not  be 
given  by  a  Judge  to  find  any  person 
guilty  on  the  unsupported  testimony  of 
one  witnesa.  He  thought  it  desirable 
to  know  whether  in  such  cases  the 
liberty  of  a  man  would  eolely  depend 
upon  the  arbitrament  of  the  Judge,  or 
whether  he  would  not  have  the  pro- 
tection of  a  definite  rule  of  law  to  the 
effect  that  the  uncorroborated  testimony 
of  a  single  witneaa  was  not  sufficient  ? 

Sin.  STAVELET  HILL  said,  be  was 
sorry  to  difi'er  from  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  in  anything  con- 
nected with  the  law ;  but  he  was  obliged 
to  say  that  in  this  matter  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  entirely  wrong.  He  (Mr. 
Staveley  Hill)  supposed  that  there  waa 
DO  hon.  and  learned  Member  having  ex- 
perience of  criminal  trials  who  did  not 
know  there  had  been  convictions  for 
rape  that  were  absolutely  wrong.  He 
had  one  case  distinctly  before  bis  mind. 
It  was  a  case  in  which  be  was  counsel, 
and  where  the  man  was  convicted  on  a 
cock-and-bull  story  and  sentenced  to 
penal  servitude.  There  was  not  the 
slightest  corroboration  of  the  woman's 
etory ;  and  although  be  had  done  his 
best  to  get  a  remissidn  of  the  sentence, 
the  man  had  to  suffer  five  years'  penal 
servitude  for  a  crime  of  which  he  was, 
in  bis  opinion,  absolutely  innocent. 
There  was  no  requirement  that  there 
should  be  corroboration  of  the  woman's 
evidence  and  no  understanding  that  there 
should  be  any  corroboration,  and  if  a 
woman  got  into  the  witness-box,  and 
her  evidence  could  not  be  broken  down 
be  cross- examination,  the  man  would  be 
absolutely  certain  to  be  convicted.  He 
entreated  the  Committee  to  take  into 
consideration  the  arguments  brought 
forward  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Stockport  (Mr.  Hopwood),  and 
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to  consider  bow  danftorous  it  would  be  to 
ftpply  that  syutem  in  the  coses  which 
the;  had  then  before  them.  As  the  Bill 
now  stood,  the  girl,  who  might  be  a  oon- 
aenting  ^arty,  might  come  forward  and 
give  evidence,  upon  which  alone,  as 
there  was  nothing  to  require  the  evi- 
dence of  a  lecond  witness,  a  man  might 
be  convicted  and  sentenced .  Unleea  the 
clause  proposed  by  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Uember  for 
Whitebaven  (Mr.  Gavendisb  Bentinck) 
were  added  to  the  Bill,  he  feared  there 
would  be  many  oaaes  in  which  serious 
injustice  would  be  done. 

Mb.  OBEQOBY  said,  there  were 
some  reasons  why  a  clause  of  the  kind 
proposed  by  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Whitehaven 
(Mr.  Cavendish  Bentinck)  should  be 
added  to  the  Bill,  as  applying  to  some 
of  the  acts  dealt  with.  For  instance, 
with  regard  to  the  administering  of 
drugs  and  other  matters,  it  was  a  very 
common  thing  for  a  girl  to  state  that 
drugs  had  been  administered  to  her,  and 
that  she  had  been  violated  under  those 
circumstances.  If  she  was  to  be  allowed 
to  tell  that  story  without  corroboration, 
it  might  lead  to  a  serious  miscarriage 
of  justice.  As  they  had  not  the  exact 
words  of  the  clause  before  them,  it  was 
rather  a  difficult  matter  to  form  an  opi- 
nion upon,  and  be  would  therefore  eug- 
geet  that  the  question  should  be  raised 
on  the  Eeport,  so  as  to  give  hon.  Mem- 
bers an  opportunity  of  deciding  what 
words  should  be  added  to  the  BiU. 

Me.  ONSLOW  said,  he  was  sorry  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Secre- 
tary had  not  accepted  the  clause  in  the 
form  in  which  it  had  been  read.  He 
hoped  that  on  Eeport  words  would  be 
adopted  to  meet  the  views  of  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Whitehaven  (Mr.  Cavendish  Ben- 
tinck). The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said, 
in  the  case  of  rape,  no  corroljorative  evi- 
dence was  necessary.  But  with  regard 
to  the  other  cases,  if  they  did  not  take 
care,  the  Bill  would  simply  become  the 
means  of  extortion  as  against  men, 
whom  it  was  their  duty  to  protect  as 
well  as  women.  He  thought  it  a  mon- 
strous injustice  that  a  girl  without  any 
corroborative  evidence  should  be  able 
to  bring  a  charge  against  a  man,  and 
probably  get  a  conviction.  He  would 
remind  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
if  a  provteiou  of  this   kind    were    in- 


troduced into  the  Bill,  a  girl  would 
not  be  so  likely  to  bring  a  false  charge 
against  a  man  as  she  would  bo  if  she 
could  get  a  man  convicted  on  her  own 
statement  alone.  He  perfectly  agreed 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Sussex 
(Mr.  Gregory)  that,  on  the  whole,  some 
provision  of  the  kind  should  be  put  into 
the  Bill;  and,  for  the  protection  of  men 
and  the  prevention  of  extortion,  he 
hoped  that  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman's  clause  would  be  carried. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
RiCBAKD  Wbbsteb)  said,  he  had  not 
heard  all  the  discussion  on  this  olanse ; 
but  his  right  hon.  Friend  had  given  him 
the  meaning  of  the  Amendment,  which 
he  understood  to  be  that  no  person 
should  be  convicted  under  the  2ud 
and  3rd  clauses  of  the  Act  on  the  evi- 
denoe  of  one  person  only.  He  was  not 
aware  that  any  Statute  had  ever  pro- 
vided that  no  conviction  should  take 
place  on  the  evidence  of  one  witness 
only.  Ha  was  bound  to  say  that  the 
Amendment  really  provided  that  there 
must  be  more  man  one  witness,  and 
that,  so  far  as  be  knew,  was  an  entire 
anomaly.  The  practical  outcome  of  the 
discussion  was  that  no  Judge  would 
allow  a  case  under  these  clauses  to  go 
on  without  corroboration.  ["  No,  no ! "] 
Although  he  agreed  with  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman behind  him  that  there  was  no 
rule  that  there  must  be  asecond  witness, 
yet  all  those  acquainted  with  criminal 
practice  would  know  that  no  Judge 
would  allow  a  case  of  the  kind  to  go  to 
the  jury  upon  the  uncorroborated  evi- 
dence of  one  witness.  Corroboration 
did  not  mean  that  there  should  be  an- 
other witness— they  had  experience  of 
that  in  the  Divorce  Court,  and  in  cases 
of  breach  of  promise  of  marriage,  where 
corroborative  evidence  was  necessary. 
With  all  respect  to  hon.  Members  who 
thought  otherwise,  be  said  again  that  a 
Judge  would  not  allow  one  of  these 
cases  to  go  to  the  jury  witbout  there  was 
corroboration  in  fact  of  some  kind  or 
other.  That  corroboration  might  arise 
from  a  variety  of  circumstances,  as,  for 
instance,  from  the  fact  of  the  prisoner 
being  found  close  to  the  spot.  But, 
however  it  might  arise,  he  said  that 
they  would  be  introducing  into  the  Bill 
matter  which  ought  not  to  be  introduced 
into  it,  if  they  put  in  a  provision  that 
more  than  one  witness  should  be  called.- 
The  hon.  Member  for  East  Sussex  [Mr. 
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Gregory)  had  very  properly  said  that  a 
great  distinutioa  oupht  to  bo  drawn  be- 
tween cases  in  which  the  mouth  of  the 
defendant  was  closed  and  where  it  was 
not.  If  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman's clause  became  law,  no  case 
could  go  to  a  jury  upon  the  evidence  of 
one  witoesa,  and  be  submitted  that  the 
person  who  made  the  accusation  should 
DO  able  to  explain  the  oiroumstancea  and 
give  evidence. 

8iR  HENSY  JAMES  said,  be  felt  a 
great  deal  of  interest  in  this  question, 
and,  on  thewhole,  hewas  rather  inclined 
to  favour  the  clause  proposed  by  the 
right  bon.  and  learned  Qentleman  the 
Member  for  Whitehaven  (Mr.  Oaven- 
dish  Bentinck).  But  he  did  not  qaite 
agree  with  what  bad  fallen  from  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Attorney 
General.  He  thought  be  was  wrong  in 
saying  that  Judges  had  not  over  and 
over  again  allowed  persons  to  be  con- 
victed on  the  evidence  of  one  person 
vithout  cotroboratioa.  He  recollected 
a  case  in  which  a  man  was  convicted 
under  those  eiroom stances.  Again,  he 
did  not  understand  the  distinction  which 
his  bon.  and  learned  Friend  drew  be- 
tween a  second  witness  and  corrobora- 
tioD.  Corroboration  must  exist  in  the 
mouth  of  a  second  witness,  or  else  there 
would  be  only  one  statement.  How 
oould  there  be  corroborative  evidence  of 
the  worth  of  testimony,  unless  it  oame 
from  a  second  witness  7  Any  oorrobora- 
tion  of  the  evidence  of  one  witness  mast 
come  from  another  witness.  Certainly 
he  was  unable  to  see  the  distinction 
drawn  by  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend. 
In  bastardy  cases  two  witnesees  were 
required,  although  tbe  accused  person 
might  be  examined ;  and  if  they  insisted 
on  two  witnesses  in  that  case,  he  did 
not  see  why  the  same  principle  should 
not  be  applied  to  the  2nd  and  3rd 
clauses  of  this  Bill.  As  to  the  rule  in 
Scotland,  he  believed  it  had  worked  well, 
and  there  was  a  good  deal  to  be  said  in 
favour  of  it,  because,  although  it  was 
much  to  be  hoped  that  all  Judges  would 
hesitate  to  go  on  the  statement  of  one 
person,  they  did  not  always  do  that.  He 
should  consider  the  proposal  of  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Oentleman,  and, 
if  he  could,   he  should  vote  for  the 

Me.' CAVENDISH  BENTINCK  said, 
he  did  not  propose  to  press  his  clause 
upon  the  Committee  on  that 

T/ie  Atiorufy  Gential 


ONSI  AinenAmui  BiU.  920 

He  should  put  it  on  tbe  Paper  for  con- 
sideration on  Beport.  He  did  not  wish 
to  add  a  word  to  the  arguments  adduced 
in  favour  of  hie  clause  by  bis  right  hon. 
and  learned  Friend ;  but  he  must  express 
his  surprise  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Home  Secretary  seemed  to  set 
his  face  BO  strongly  against  a  clause  in- 
tended to  prevent  extortion.  He  did  not 
wish  to  detain  the  Committee  by  any 
further  observations.  He  would  with- 
draw tbe  clause  now,  and  bring  it  up 
again  on  Beport. 

Clause,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Schedule. 

Mr.  WAKTOX  proposed  to  add,  after 
"forty-nine,"  "and  section  fifty-five." 
The  other  evening  something  was  said 
about  the  Consolidated  Statutes  of  1861. 
It  ought  to  be  said  in  justice  to  the 
memory  of  Mr.  Grey,  who  drew  theCode, 
that  there  never  was  a  better  aeries  of 
Statutes  drawn  than  the  seven  or  eight 
Statutes  which  had  farmed  for  so  many 
years  their  Criminal  Law.  [Sir  H. 
AssHETO-  Caosa;  It  is  already  repealed.} 
If  it  was  already  repealed,  they  had  had 
no  law  respecting  abduction  since  it  was 
repealed.  When  was  it  repealed  ?  The 
Home  Secretary  had  passed  him  the 
Statutes,  and  be  found  55  still  standing. 
He  was  perfectly  correct,  and  on  ques- 
tions of  Criminal  Law  he  generally  was 
right,  because  he  knew  the  Criminal 
Law  well.  Was  it  the  intention  of  those 
who  brought  forward  this  Bill  that  they 
should  have  two  sections  dealing  wi^ 
abductions  ?  It  seemed  to  him  that 
when  the  promoters  of  this  Bill  drew 
their  Abduction  Clause  —  Clause  7  — 
which  fixed  the  age  at  18,  they  forgot 
the  existence  of  s.  55,  c.  100,  21  &  25 
Fiet. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  add,  after 
"section  forty-nine,"  in  the  Schedule, 
"and  section  fifty-five." — {Mr.  Warion.) 


The  secretary  of  STATE  (Sir 
E.  AasHETos  Cross)  said,  he  thought 
tbe  bon.  and  learned  Gentleman  was 
alluding  to  Section  51,  and  that  was 
what  he  had  in  his  mind  when  he  said 
the  section  was  repealed.  It  was  in- 
tended to  keep  Section  SS,  because  the 
offence  it  dealt  with  was  quite  different 
to  that  dealt  with  by  Clause  7  of  thie 
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Bill.  Seotion  55  was  general  in  its 
terms — namely, 

"  Whosoever  ihall  unlawfully  take  or  cftnae 
to  be  taken  any  unmamed  girl  out  of  the  pas- 
BesdoD  and  against  the  viU  of  hsi  father  or 
mother,  or  aay  other  person  having  the  lawful 
care  or  charge  of  her ; ' ' 

but  Clause  7  of  this  Dill  made  it  a  mts- 
demeanour  for  anyone  to  do  the  same 
thing — 

"With  intent  that  she  ehould  be  unlawfully 
and  carnally  known  hy  any  man." 

The  hoD,  and  learned  Gentleman  would 
see  that  the  two  sections  were  very  dif- 
ferent. 

Mb.  WABTON  remarked.that  Section 
55  was  never  used  except  in  cases  of 
abduction  for  sexual  purposes.  Prac- 
tioally  it  was  now  intended  to  have  two 
abduction  sections,  one  fixing  the  age 
at  16  and  the  other  fixing  it  at  18. 

Question  put,  and  fugativtd. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill,  as  amended,  be  reported 
to  the  Houae." 

Mb.  WILLIAMSON  said,  that  as  the 
Bill  applied  to  Scotland  he  desired  to 
put  a  question  to  the  late  Lord  Advocate 
(Mr.  J.  B.  Balfour).  He  was  told  that 
the  evidence  of  children  of  tender  years, 
without  the  solenmity  of  an  oath,  wae 
admissible  in  Scotland.  The  other 
night  it  was  resolved  by  a  very  narrow 
majority  that  inch  evidence  should  not 
be  alloved  under  the  operation  of  this 
Bill.  He  would  lite  to  know  what  the 
lav  of  Scotland  was  on  this.point  1  If  it 
was  as  he  had  suggested,  would  it  not 
be  well  to  consider  on  Boport  the  advi- 
sability of  assimilating  the  law  of  Ens- 
land  to  that  of  Scotland,  especially  as  it 
was  admitted  that  the  law  of  Scotland 
was  generally  better  than  that  of  Eng- 
land? 

Mb.  J.  B.  BALFOTTE  said,  his  hon. 
Friend  had  been  correctly  informed.  It 
was  not  essential  that  a  child  of  tender 
years  should  take  the  oath.  The  custom 
in  cases  where  a  child  was  concerned 
was  for  the  Judge  to  put  some  questions 
to  the  child  in  a  kindly  fashion  in  order 
to  ascertain  its  state  of  education  and 
intelligence,  and  if  it  wae  fit  to  take  the 
oath  the  oath  was  administered.  If  it 
was  too  young  to  understand  the  nature 
of  an  oath,  but  the  Judge  thought  it 
understood  the  obligation  to  teU  the 
truth,  it  was  examined  without  being 


put  upon  oath,  but  after  bein^  ad- 
monished to  tell  the  truth.  Of  course,  the 
evidence  was  Riven  in  the  presence  of 
the  jury,  so  that  they  could  form  an 
opinion  as  to  its  worth.  He  was  quite 
su)^  that  there  were  many  cases  in  which 
the  truth  would  not  be  reached  unless 
the  evidence  of  the  child  were  taken,  and 
it  was  in  that  view  he  gave  a  vote  in 
favour  of  the  Amendment  the  other 
night.  If  on  Beport  the  proposal  was 
made  to  allow  a  obild  of  tender  years  to 
give  evidence  without  being  sworn,  he 
should  again  vote  for  it. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported,  with  Amendments;  as 
amended,  to  be  considered  upon  Wed- 
netday,  and  to  he  printed.     [Bill  257.] 

SECRETARY  FOR  SCOTLAND  BILU 

[L«rifi.]  —  [Bill   242.] 

[SierettTy  Sir  S.  Aiiiilen  Cmn.) 

COlOnTTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair." 

Sir  LYON  PLATE AIB:  The  second 
reading  of  this  Bill  was  brought  on  so 
unexpectedly  that  I  was  then  the  only 
Scotch  Member  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  and  there  was  no  discussion. 
This  debate  involves  the  principle  of  the 
Bill.  I  do  not  profess  to  see  its  neces- 
sity or  to  support  its  general  provisions, 
while  I  ardently  oppose  some  of  them. 
No  doubt,  it  has  numerous  supporters 
in  Scotland.  I  know  of  no  country 
which  has  made  so  much  progress  as 
Scotland  since  it  became  an  integral 

fiart  of  Great  Britain,  united  with  Eng- 
and  in  interests,  in  feeling,  and  in  ad- 
ministration. Undoubtedly,  that  admi- 
nistration had  to  be  carried  on  with  a 
knowledge  of  local  differences  in  law 
and  in  the  habits  of  the  people ;  and,  on 
the  whole,  throngh  the  Ministerial  func- 
tions of  the  Lord  Advocate  and  the 
vigilance  of  Scotch  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment, Scotland  has  largely  had  its  own 
way  as  to  its  peculiarities  ;  but  has 
gained  vastly  in  solidarity  and  pros- 
perity by  accepting  its  poEiition  as  an 
inte^al  part  of  Great  Britain.  This 
Bill  is  intended  to  accentuate  the  differ- 
ences between  England  and  Scotland 
for  the  future,  and,  in  my  opinion,  it 
will  tend  to  convert  Scotland  into  a  Pro- 
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vince,  with  tbs  narrower  pecnliarittM 
of  Froviocial  eziatsnoe.  No  oouatr; 
can  lees  aSord  than  Scotland  to  narrow 
the  ambition  of  its  educated  classes  or 
to  parochializa  its  institutions.  If  it 
Beparates  itself  from  England  in  admi- 
nistration and  education  it  need  not  bo 
surprised  if  in  time  England  becomes 
less  of  an  outlet  for  Scotch  enterprize. 
I  doubt  altogether  the  wisdom  of  such 
a  Bsparation,  thoueh  I  admit  that  a 
certain  demand  for  it  esistB  in  Scotland. 
The  Scotch  Secretary  to  be  created  bf 
this  Bill  is  to  be  the  responsible  Minister 
for  affairs  counocted  with  local  govern- 
ment— such  as  public  health,  the  relief 
of  the  poor,  the  care  of  lunatics,  the 
BupOTTisiOtt  of  prisons,  and  like  subjects, 
none  of  which  have  fundamental  differ- 
ences, either  in  their  principles  or  appli- 
cations, from  similar  subjects  of  Eng- 
lish administration.  But  if  separation 
of  Scotch  and  English  administration  be 
desirable,  I  do  not  in  the  least  under- 
stand why  it  should  suddenly  stop  bo  aa 
to  exclude  the  new  Minister  iroja  all 
ooatrol  over  matters  relating  to  law  and 
justice.  Questions  relating  to  law  and 
justice  are  the  very  subjects  of  all  others 
in  Scotland  where  there  are  national 
differences  and  even  mysterious  pecu- 
liarities. I  could  understand  the  de- 
mand for  a  Minister  who  should  be  in- 
trusted with  the  important  differences 
of  legal  procedure,  a  different  law,  and 
a  different  form  of  justice.  But  just  at 
this  point  the  Bill  fails,  and  the  English 
Secretary  of  State  at  the  Home  Office  is 
to  control  euoh  administration  witb  the 
aid  of  the  Lord  Advocate.  The  Lord 
Advocate,  who  hae  hitherto  been  the 
Scotch  Minister,  is  to  have  no  official 
relations  to  the  new  Scotch  Secretary, 
but  is  to  be  a  sort  of  comet  revolving  in 
a  small  orbit,  controlled  by  tha  great 
English  lumioaty  in  Whitehall.  The 
noble  Marquees  at  the  head  of  the  Qo- 
vemment,  in  speaking  of  the  Bill  in 
"another  place,"  stated  that  he  sup- 
ported it  because  it  was  a  work  of  de- 
centralization, and  that  it  was  better  to 
localize  than  to  centralize  administra- 
tion. I  could  nuderstand  this  argument 
if  there  were  a  Scotch  Parliament  to 
whom  this  new  Minister  was  reepon- 
sible;  I  could  understand  it  in  a  leseei 
degree  if  the  Office  of  the  new  Minister 
was  to  bs  in  Edinburgh.  But  we  havo 
been  distinctly  told  that  this  Office  is  to 
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and  localization  are  to  be  produced  by 
going  from  one  side  of  Whitehall  to  the 
other  side  of  Whitehall  is  altogether 
beyond  my  comprehension.  The  crea- 
tion of  this  new  Minister  is  an  act  of 
centralization,  not  of  decentralization. 
It  gathers  into  one  office  Acta  now  ad- 
ministered by  the  Home  Office,  the 
Privy  Council,  Treasury,  and  the  Eng- 
lish Local  Crovernment  Board.  Decen- 
tralization is  the  last  word  that  can  be 
applied  to  the  Bill;  but  nationalization 
would  be  more  appropriate.  It  practi- 
cally means  that  no  English  Minister 
must  presume  to  administer  Scotch 
affairs.  How  would  the  converse  pro- 
position suit  the  ambition  of  Scotland — 
that  no  Scotchman  should  become  an 
English  Minister?  One  proposition  is 
as  good  as  the  other.  The  new  Scotch 
Secretary,  as  ho  is  to  have  no  charge  of 
law  and  justice,  must  have  something 
added  to  the  duties  of  supervising  local 
government,  so  that  he  may  have  an 
office  of  dignity  and  an  office  of  work  of 
such  apparent  magnitude  aa  will  justit? 
Parliament  in  creating  a  new  Minister. 
The  dignity  is  to  be  conferred  by  giving 
to  him  the  custody  of  the  Great  Seal.  I 
do  not  know  much  about  the  Great 
Seal.  I  see  that  it  has  an  of&ce  in 
Edittbui^h,  which  is  open  one  hour 
daily,  and  that  it  must  be  difficult  to 
keep,  for  it  has  already  a  "deputy 
keeper"  and  a  "substitute  keeper," 
If  such  officers  are  really  required  for  its 
safe  custody,  the  new  Scotch  Secretary 
can  have  little  work  added  to  his  office 
by  being  made  Keeper  of  the  Great 
Seal,  and  offidol  dignity  in  these  days 
does  not  arise  from  a  mere  name,  but 
only  from  the  due  performance  of  official 
work  and  duties.  As  this  dignity  does 
not  give  work,  education  is  to  be  added 
to  his  office.  This  raises  the  important 
question  whether  the  supervision  of 
education  in  Scotland  by  the  new  Minis- 
ter is  to  be  undertaken  in  the  interests 
of  education  or  in  the  interests  of  the 
new  office  ?  The  Earl  of  Fife,  speaking 
"  elsewhere,"  let  the  cat  out  of  the  bag 
when  he  said  that  every  Scotchman  to 
whom  he  spoke  onthe  subject,  replied — 
"  What  on  earth  is  the  use  of  a  Scotch 
Secretary  if  education  is  not  included  in 
his  functions  ?  "  That  really,  Sir,  is  at 
the  root  of  the  Bill.     Law  and  justice 

I  have  been  out  out  of  his  functions,  and 
BO  little  is  left  for  the  new  Minister  to 
do  that  you  must  add  something,  and  so 
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education  is  to  be  joined  to  the  Great 
Seal,  to  police,  prieons,  public  health, 
lunacy,  adulteration  of  food  and  drugs, 
pauperiBm,  fisheries,  wild  birds  protec- 
tion, and  other  miscellaneouB  BubjectE 
with  which  education  has  nothing  in 
common.  No  one  will  dispute  that  to 
Scotland  education  is  a  subject  of  the 
deepest  interest,  for  its  prosperity  largely 
depends  upon  it.  It  is,  therefore,  o. 
very  seriouB  matter  to  deal  with  educa. 
tion  as  a  means  of  augmenting  the  im- 
portance of  an  office.  In  any  case  that 
is  not  an  educational  argument,  for  it 
proceeds  on  ths  assumption  that  educa- 
tion ia  a  branch  of  administration  which 
can  be  handed  from  one  office  to  an- 
other, not  for  its  own  advantage,  but 
for  that  of  the  office  which  takes  it. 
No  doubt,  the  uoble  Earl  (the  Earl  of 
Sosebery)  who  introduced  this  Bill  sin- 
ofirely  belieres  that  the  junction  of  edu- 
cation with  the  office  of  Secretary  will 
benefit  not  only  the  oflSce,  but  also  edu- 
cation itself.  I  know  much  lees  of  local 
administration  in  Scotland  than  that 
noble  Earl ;  but  I  haye  made  the 
study  of  its  education  a  specialty,  so 
I  hope  the  House  will  allow  me  to  state 
my  reasons  for  opposing  the  educational 
provisions  of  this  Bill.  It  is  really  the 
essence  of  the  Bill,  and  cannot  be  rele- 
gated to  the  Committee  stage.  After- 
wards I  will  speak  of  certain  pecnliari- 
tiee  in  Scotch  education.  But  now  the 
initial  question  arises— Has  education 
in  Scotland  suffered  by  its  connection 
with  that  of  England  since  the  Act  of 
1872?  For  the  answer  to  this  question  is 
the  justification  or  condemnation  of  this 
Bill.  Sir,  it  has  gone  on  by  leaps  and 
bounds  since  it  has  been  managed  by 
the  Department  in  Whitehall.  Every 
parish  has  now  its  school  board.  In 
1872  the  schools  in  Scotland  could  only 
accommodate  282,000  scholars ;  now 
they  have  places  for  656,000.  The  edu- 
cation, as  a  whole,  has  advanced,  not 
only  in  extent,  but  also  in  quality. 
There  is,  therefore,  no  A  priori  argu- 
ment for  a  change  such  as  is  proposed 
by  this  Bill.  If  we  look  at  the  amount 
spent  on  the  education  of  the  people  in 
the  three  sections  of  the  Kingdom, 
Scotland  receives  more  than  England. 
Taking  the  population  of  the  Census  ia 
1881,  the  money  spent  last  year  per 
head  of  the  people  was  2«.  G^d.  for 
England,  2(.  %d.  for  Scotland,  and  3t. 
for  Ireland.    If  England  had  received 
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as  much  as  Sootland,  the  Ohancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  would  have  had  to  pro- 
vide £162,340  more  for  English  educa- 
tion. Surely,  it  is  absurd  to  speak  of 
neglect  of  Scotch  education  by  an  Eng- 
glish  Department  with  such  figures. 
The  House  cannot  forget  that  it  has 
appointed  various  Select  Committees 
during  the  last  15  years  to  consider  how 
Ministerial  responsibility  con  best  be 
secured  for  the  largely  increasing  Votes 
for  Education.  It  was  pointed  out  by 
all  these  CommitteeB  that  the  preeent 
system  by  which  the  Lord  President  of 
the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
sits  in  the  House  of  Lords  is  essentially 
bad  in  theory,  though  it  is  tempered  in 
practice  by  the  really  active  Educational 
Minister— the  Vice  President  of  the 
Council — sitting  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons.. Another  Committee  eat  last  year 
under  the  Presidency  of  the  late  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Childers), 
and  it  unanimously  recommended  that 
a  Minister  with  duties  not  less  import- 
ant than  a  Secretary  of  State — by 
which  they  intended  to  indicate  that  he 
should  be  of  Cabinet  rank — should  have 
charge  of  the  education  of  Great  Britain. 
The  present  practice  of  having  the  re- 
sponsible Minister  in  the  House  of 
LordB,  and  ths  active,  though  irre- 
sponsible. Minister  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  was  emphatically  condemned. 
The  Cabinet  of  the  late  Government 
accepted  the  conclusions  of  this  Beport. 
The  late  Prime  Minister  (,Mr.  Glad- 
stone), on  the  6th  of  November,  1884, 
said,  in  answer  to  a  Question — 

Wb  propoia  on   an  early  inj — I  cannot 
IB   the    day    exactly — to    adopt    measures 
faunded  upon  the  Report  of  the  Select  Com- 
--■■le."— (3  ITamarrf,  [»93]  1116.) 

I  answer  was  understood  to  mean 
that  a  responsible  Minister  of  Education 
for  Great  Britain  would  be  appointed, 
not  certainly  that  the  present  Vice  Pre- 
sident of  the  Council  should  be  reduced 
nfluence  and  position  by  being  eon* 
fined  to  England,  while  a  Minister  was 
to  be  created  for  Scotland,  with  Poor 
Law,  police,  public  health,  and  other 
offices  tagged  on  to  his  educational 
duties.  I  am  Bure  that  the  late  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Childers) 
will  not  say  that  this  is  the  spirit  in 
which  bis  Committee  reported.  But 
this  Bill,  so  far  as  regards  education,  is 
founded  on  the  system  which  has  been 
BO  repeatedly  condemned.     It  proposea 
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that  a  Vice  President  of  the  Council 
for  Education  in  Scotland  shall  bo  ap- 
pointed, and  the  terms  of  the  clause  are 
copied  from  the  Act  for  appointing  the 
present  Vice  President  of  the  Council 
of  Education.  The  Scotch  Minister  Je 
to  be  the  Tics  President  of  the  Council 
in  all  matters  rera^ing  Scotch  educa- 
tion. What  will  follow  in  law,  fact, 
and  practice  ?  The  present  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council,  whom  we  have  been 
accustomed  to  look  npon  as  the  Educa- 
tion Minister  de  facte,  if  not  Ae  jure,  is  to 
be  shorn  of  his  proportions  and  dignity 
in  order  to  give  increased  proportions 
and  di^itf  to  the  new  Scotch  Uiniater. 
If  this  Bill  becomes  law,  you  will  have 
two  Vice  Presidents  of  Education — one 
for  England  and  one  for  Scotland — two 
subordinate  Tycoons  to  administer  edu- 
cation ;  while  the  powerful  bnt  invisible 
Mikado,  the  Lord  President  of  theCoun- 
oil,  sits  up  aloft  in  regions  to  which  we 
have  no  access,  and  remains  irrespon- 
sible to  us  who  have  to  vote  large  sums 
for  the  education  of  the  people,  while 
we  have  no  Minister  of  responsibility  in 
the  House  of  the  people.  There  is  no 
mistake  in  this  auDJeot,  The  Duke  of 
Bichmond,  when  President  of  the  Coun- 
cil, was  asked — "Are  you  or  the  Vice 
President  the  Minister  of  Education  ?  " 
And  he  replied,  frankly  and  truly— "I 
am  the  Minister  of  Education."  All 
the  Presidents  of  Council  esamined 
before  the  Committee  accepted  this  re- 
sponsibility, and  gave  to  the  Vice  Pre- 
sident the  position  of  an  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State.  But  we  found  on  exa- 
mination that  the  Vice  President  did  all 
the  work,  while  the  President  monopo- 
lized all  the  patronage.  This  false  re- 
lation  of  Ministerial  responsibility  be- 
came intolerable  to  the  House,  and  your 
Committee  recommended  that  a  dbtinct 
Minister  of  Education,  with  the  posi- 
tion, if  not  with  the  name,  of  a  Secre- 
tary of  State,  should  be  appointed. 
This  is  not  a  view  confined  to  one  side 
of  the  House.  The  late  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough, when  Lord  President  of  the 
Council  under  the  Earl  of  Beacons- 
field's  Government,  introduced  a  Bill 
to  create  a  new  Secretary  of  State  who 
should  take  charge  of  national  educa- 
tion. But  what  does  this  Bill  do?  Il 
reduces  the  rank  and  position  of  the 
d$  facto  Minister  of  Education  in  this 
House  by  passing  part  of  his  duti( 
the  new  Scotch  Secretary,  and  thi 
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IS  the  power  and  position  of  the 
Lord  President  as  the  true  Minister  of 
Education,  although  necessarily,  from 
his  relations  to  the  Queen,  he  is  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  which  has  no  touch 
with  the  education  of  the  people.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  promoters  of 
this  Bill  thonght  that  they  were  really 
passing  Scotch  education  to  the  Scotch 
Secretary.  They  have  done  nothing  of 
the  kind.  It  ia  true  that  the  Earl  of 
Boseberj,  who  had  charge  of  the  Bill  in 
"another  place,"  said  that  it  transferred 
education  to  the  new  Minister  "  in  the 
most  complete  and  absolute  fashion." 
But  how  did  the  Lord  President  view 
the  alleged  transfer  7    He  said — 

The  Department  existed,  STerything  was 
read^  to  Mb  hand,  and  the  nev  official  wonid 
Eoerely  haia  to  take  the  place  at  prOMOt  held 
by  the  Vice  Presidsnt  of  the  Cooocil  for  Eng- 
laiid,  wtio  was  also  Vice  Preudent  of  the  Coun- 
cil for  Sootluid." 

That  is  the  lav  and  fact  of  the  change 
proposed  by  this  Bill.  Both  Vice  Pre- 
sidents will  continue  to  be  subordinate 
to  the  Lord  President,  who  has  the 
ultimate  and  single  responsibility  for 
the  education  of  Great  Britain.  The 
Lord  President  will  continue  to  exercise 
the  patronage  of  the  Department,  and 
will  appoint  the  Inspectors  and  other 
officers  for  both  England  and  Scotland. 
The  Lord  President  has  the  right  and 
the  responsibility  of  approving  or  disap- 
proving of  every  act  of  his  subordinate 
Vice  Presidents  in  both  countries.  I 
believe  that  this  will  be  the  working  of 
the  Bill ;  and  I  admit  that  if  there  be 
no  removal  of  the  Scotch  Department 
&om  its  present  offices,  the  educational 
evil  will  be  reduced,  because  the  Lord 
President  and  the  two  Vice  Presidents 
can  meet  in  constant  consultation.  Bnt 
we  ought  to  be  assured  that  this  is  the 
way  iu  which  the  system  will  be  worked 
without  transference  to  a  new  office,  and 
that  the  new  Scotch  Vice  President  of 
the  Council  created  by  the  Act  ia,  like 
the  English  Vice  President,  a  remon- 
sible  officer  of  one  division  of  the  Edu- 
cation Department  under  a  common 
head,  and  with  the  advantages  attend- 
ing a  common  office  of  administration. 
But  even  this  least  injurious  form  of 
working  the  two  Departments  does  not 
commend  itself  to  men  of  large  experi- 
ence in  educational  administration.  Tl^e 
present  Government  have  wisely  callad 
into  their  councils  a  well-known  Scotcfa- 
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man — Sir  Prancis  Ssnclford— and  given 
him  a  seat  in  the  Scotch  E<lnoation  De- 
partment. No  one  in  the  Kingdom  can 
apeak  with  greater  authority  on  the  sub- 
jeot.  He  waa  asked  by  the  Select  Com- 
mittee what  he  thought  of  a  proposal 
Buoh  as  is  made  by  this  Bill — 

"  Would  yon  be  Kttj  to  we  the  Vice  Pre- 
■ideot  limited  to  BD^lish  work,  and  loniBbodr 
elw  intiodaced  for  Scotch  work — lay  a  Scotch 
Yioe  Prendeot  t — I  tbink  it  woald  be  better 
not  to  do  M.  Vj  opinion  it  that  it  ii  bettar 
for  the  two  ooontriei  to  be  both  under  one 
head." 

It  would  have  been  better  for  education 
and  easier  for  administration  if  the  Bill 
had  proceeded  on  the  recommendation b 
of  the  Select  Committee,  and  made  an 
eECeclive  Scotch  Department  with  a  sepa- 
rate Secretary,  and  gave  to  the  new 
Scotch  Minister  an  ex  offleit  seat  on  the 
Board.  To  make  him  a  subordinate 
officer  of  the  Lord  President  is  alto- 
gether a  mistake  of  administration  when 
you  are  creating  a  new  Minister,  while 
it  increases  the  evils  of  a  condemned 
system  of  educational  responsibility, 
and  puts  formidable  obstacles  to  the 
future  creation  of  a  true  Hinutry  of 
Education.  At  all  events,  it  prejudges 
the  question  before  this  House  has  had 
time  to  consider  the  Beport  of  its  Select 
Committee.  One  of  the  great  reasons 
for  recommending  snch  a  Ministry  was 
that  we  felt  sure  the  responsible  Minis- 
ter of  Education  would  be  a  man  of 
Cabinet  rank,  and  naturally  would  sit 
in  this  House.  The  absence  of  a  Bepre- 
sentatiTe  of  education  from  this  House 
led  to  the  appointment  of  the  present 
Vice  President,  who,  if  this  Bill  passes, 
will  be  reduced  to  a  Vice  President  for 
English  education  only.  But  with  re- 
gard to  Scotch  education,  there  isneither 
eecnrity,  nor  eren  probability,  that  the 
new  Minister  will  be  in  the  House  of 
the  people.  The  3rd  clause  says  that 
"  the  Secretary,  if  not  a  Member  of  the 
House  of  Lords,"  shall  be  able  to  sit  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  You  will  con- 
tinue to  have  the  Lord  Advocate  in  this 
House,  and  the  most  natural  considera- 
tion to  a  Prime  Minister  forming  a  Go- 
Teroment  will  be  to  say — as  there  is  a 
Scotch  Minister  already  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  let  us  put  the  new  Scotch 
Secretory  into  the  House  of  Lords. 
Quite  natural  and  quite  proper  such  an 
arrangement,  if  he  were  not  also  the 
Education  Minister  for  Scotland;  but 
you   CCC.      [thied  sebies.] 


not  convenient  or  even  tolerable  to  this 
House,  which  votes  £500,000  yearly  to 
education  in  Scotland,  to  have  no  Minis- 
ter here  immediately  responsible  for  its 
administration,  when  all  results  re- 
lating to  the  education  of  the  people  ore 
so  eagerly  and  constantly  discussed  in 
this  House,  and  so  rarely  in  the  House 
of  Lords.  Is  it  not  obvious  that  Eng- 
lish education  under  an  English  Minis- 
ter wholly  devoted  to  it  would  have  our 
fostering  care;  while  Scotch  education, 
lifted  above  our  heads  into  the  House 
of  Lords,  in  charge  of  a  Minister  with 
fifty  other  functions,  would  be  viewed 
with  suspicious  jealousy  ?  Scotland 
has  marked  peculiarities  in  paying  for 
higher  subjects,  and  they  are  recog- 
nized in  the  Act  of  1673  ;  but  when  you 
find  among  these  that  classical  and 
modem  languages,  as  well  as  science, 
are  subjects  in  primary  schools,  how 
are  they  to  fare  with  a  Scotch  Secre- 
tary in  the  House  of  Lords  ?  If  you 
have  any  doubt  on  this  subject,  the 
recent  discussion  in  "another  place" 
by  Lord  Norton,  and  the  speech  of  Vis- 
count Craubrook  on  the  inexpediency  of 
having  such  subjects  taught  in  primary 
schools  or  in  secondary  schools  by  school 
boards,  will  indicate  a  very  consider- 
able danger.  If  the  Scotch  Minister  was 
in  this  House,  with  the  aid  of  Scotch 
Members)  this  danger  would  be  miti- 
gated. It  is  possible,  therefore,  that 
the  Prime  Minister,  in  forming  a  Go- 
vernment, may  ultimately  allow  the 
Scotch  Minister  to  sit  in  this  House. 
If  so,  we  would  then  have  three  Minis- 
ten  responsible  for  Scotch  Business — 
not  one  Minister,  which  would  appear 
to  be  the  object  of  this  Bill.  First,  law 
and  justice  would  be  managed  by  the 
Home  Secretary,  aided  by  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate. Then,  sitting  on  the  same 
Bench,  but  with  an  Inferior  salary  of 
£2,000,  you  would  find  a  Scotch  Secre- 
tary, who  has  no  official  relation  to 
either  of  tbem.  Perhaps  in  time  the 
English  Members  might  learn  their 
different  responsibilities,  and  ask  the 
right  Questions  of  the  right  Ministers ; 
but  does  not  the  whole  arrangement 
look  absurd,  when  it  might  be  rectified 
in  the  construction  of  a  Bill  ?  My  own 
belief  is  that  no  snch  bunghng  proposal 
as  this  Bill  could  have  been  made  to  us 
if  it  were  not  intended  that  the  Scotch 
Secretary  should  sit  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  and  that  the  Lord  Advocate 
2  H 
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should  reprflsent  him  in  the  Honse  of 
Oommons.  Bat  when  his  main  work 
is  to  Bdminister  the  £500,000  voted  for 
the  education  of  the  people,  both  this 
House  and  the  Scotch  people  will  ulti- 
mately insist  that  he  should  sit  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  which  takes  such 
keen  interest  in  all  questions  relating  to 
education.  We  have  an  instance  of  com- 
bined work  in  the  case  of  the  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  He  practically 
controls  the  work  of  local  gOTSrnment, 
law  and  justice,  and  education  in  Ire- 
land, or,  at  least,  he  represents  Minis- 
terial responsibility  in  this  House.  But 
bis  fractional  care  of  education  is  so 
limited  in  amount  that  we  hare  con- 
stantly to  be  reminded  that  he  has 
chanj^  of  Irish  education.  And  what 
has  been  the  outoome  of  this  fragmen- 
tary attention  to  the  absorbing  subject 
of  eduoation  ?  It  is  that  though  Ireland 
has  had  a  National  system  for  more  than 
half  a  oentuiy,  the  last  Census  shows  us 
that  41  per  cent  of  the  population  above 
five  years  of  ^e  cannot  read  and  write ; 
while  in  one  Province — Connaught — 68 
per  cent  are  in  this  sad  oonditiou  of 
Ignorance.  Had  there  been  one  Minis- 
ter of  Eduoation  for  the  United  King- 
dom, this  melancholy  outcome  of  half  a 
century  could  not  possibly  have  hap- 
pened. And  yet  in  "  another  place  " 
this  isolation  of  Irish  education,  and  the 
n^leet  of  it  by  a  Minister  who  could 
oi^  give  to  it  a  fragmentary  atten- 
tion, was  quoted  as  a  precedent,  and 
held  up  as  an  example  for  the  isolation 
of  Scotch  education.  It  was  abandoned 
in  the  House  of  Lords;  but  the  hon. 
Member  for  Boxburgh  (Mr.  Elliot)  has 
given  Notice  of  au  Amendment  to  oom- 

?Iete  the  isolation  of  Scotch  education, 
t  is  true  that  in  Ireland  the  isolation  is 
BO  complete  that  teachers'  oertificates 
from  that  country  are  not  reoognized  in 
England.  Snob  a  result  is  likely  to 
happen  if  Scotland  obtains  the  isolation 
of  ner  education,  for  what  interest  would 
England  have  to  recognize  certificates 
given  on  a  separate  system  ?  Already 
^ere  is  a  |dethora  of  teachers  in  Scot- 
land; but  it  is  relieved  by  60  or  60 
teachers,  now  the  offspring  of  a  common 
system,  being  annually  appointed  to 
English  Bchooh.  The  Earl  of  Bosebery, 
■peaking  in  "  another  place,"  looks  with 
contempt  upon  the  proposal  to  have  a 
Minister  of  Education  for  Great  Britain, 
excluding  Ireland,  and  calls  him  a  vulgar 
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fraction  of  a  two-thirds  Minister.  But 
what  will  this  new  Scotch  Secretary  be 
when  he  sits  in  this  House?  Ab  a 
Scotch  Minister  with  an  inferior  salary 
sitting  on  the  same  Bench  with  the 
Home  Secretary,  and  the  Lord  Advocate 
having  the  important  control  of  law  and 
justice,  he  will,  indeed,  bo  a  vulgar  frac- 
tion of  a  one-third  Scotch  Minister.  But 
what  will  hebe  as  an  Education  Minister? 
The  Act  of  1872— the  Education  Act — 
is  to  be  pitched,  with  more  than  50  other 
Acts,  into  his  Office.  As  Scotch  Secre- 
tary,  he  is  aJready  the  vulgar  fraction 
of  a  one-third  Scotch  Minister ;  but,  aa 
Education  Minister,  he  is  one  of  leesw 
dimensions  still — a  one-fifldetb  Educa- 
tion Minister.  For  if  there  be  a  real 
work  for  him  to  do  in  the  care  of  police, 
paupers,  lunatics,  fisheries,  and  wild 
birds,  there  can  only  be  a  small  frag- 
ment of  his  time  left  to  take  care  of 
education.  We  have  been  told  that 
there  is  a  consuming  desire  of  the  Scotch 
people  to  have  a  Scotch  Secretaiy,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  a  widespread  demand 
for  it-  But  I  do  not  admit  that  there  is 
the  same  feeling  for  including  education 
in  his  functions.  A  number  of  the  small 
towns,  through  their  Town  Councils, 
have  petitioned  in  favour  of  this  in- 
olu«on;  and  the  lar^  towns  of  Edin- 
burgh and  Paisley  have  also  done  so. 
But  the  other  large  towns  of  Scotland' 
have  expressed  no  snoh  desire.  The 
Churches  met  in  General  Assembly  last 
May,  and  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  has  petitioned ;  but  the  Church 
of  Scotland  and  the  Free  Church  have 
not.  The  Convention  of  Boyal  Burghs 
expressed  a  unanimous  feeling  on  the 
subject  last  year ;  but  this  year  the  B«- 
Bolution  to  petition  was  only  carried  by 
a  majority  of  2.  I  do  not  believe  that 
any  feeling  in  favour  of  eduoation  being 
attached  to  his  Office  would  have  arisen 
had  not  the  lawyers  been  able  to  out  out 
law  and  justice  from  it.  It  is  because 
they  have  succeeded  in  doing  so  that 
education  has  been  thrown  to  him  as  a 
eorpui  vih.  Schoolmasters  aud  Pro- 
fessors ate  not  as  powerful  as  lawyers 
in  this  House ;  but  surely  their  voice 
should  be  heard  in  such  an  important 
proposal.  Educational  authority  is  oer- 
taiidy  against  it.  The  Scotch  Educa- 
tional Institute,  which  is  composed  of 
Scotch  teachers,  have  petitioned  in  favour 
of  one  Minister  of  Eduoation  for  Great 
Britain,  and  against  the  separation  of 
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Eng'lish  from  Scotch  education.  Out  <A 
2,473  teaohen  who  have  ezpresBed  them- 
Belvea  by  HeBOIntions  on  this  eubjeot, 
only  97,  or  less  than  5  per  cent,  are  in 
favour  of  the  educational  part  of  this 
Bill.  The  Scotch  Universities,  which 
are  most  iotimatelj  connected  with  the 
Bohools  of  the  people,  are  represented  in 
this  HouBB  by  two  Members,  both  of 
whom  are  in  opposition  to  this  proposal. 
No  doubt  it  will  be  contended  that  my 
own  opposition  to  it  has  lost  me  m^seat. 
I  sit  here  with  only  a  small  majority ; 
and  it  is  qnite  true  that  a  considerable 
number  of  United  Presbyterian  minis- 
ters who  have  always  supported  me 
withdrew  their  support.  Whatever  ca- 
pital the  supporters  of  the  Bill  make 
oat  of  this  fact,  they  cannot  deny  the 
nneeri^  of  my  convictions  when  I  sa- 
crificed B  University  seat  which  I  have 
had  the  honour  to  hold  for  17  years,  in 
order  that  I  might  be  free  to  oppose  this 
Bill.  Not  a  single  teacher,  I^fessor, 
or  UnivBTsity  authority  has  intimated  to 
me  their  disapproval  of  my  hostility; 
while  a  large  number  of  them  have  en- 
cooraged  me  in  opposing  a  measure 
which  they  think  will  be  disastrous 
to  the  interests  of  education  in  Scotland. 
The  Earl  ofKoseberyin  "  another  place" 
stated  that  he  had  waited  for  the  expres- 
non  of  the  school  boards.  What  has 
been  that  expression?  There  are  980 
school  boards,  and  of  these  only  36  have 

Sititioned  this  House  in  favour  of  the 
ill.  They  are  all  small  boards,  for  the 
united  population  i^^esented  by  them 
is  only  S0,000.  The  Edinburgh  School 
Board  was  last  year  against  the  pro- 

rial;  this  year  it  is  in  its  favour;  but 
do  not  find  a  Petition  sent  to  this 
House.  Of  the  large  towns,  the  school 
boards  of  Glasgow,  Oovan,  Dundee,  and 
Aberdeen  are  against  the  transference 
of  education.  I  include  Aberdeen  on 
the  authority  of  its  Ofaainnan,  who  has 
been  here  to  oppose  the  Bill.  I  do  not 
deny  that  there  is  a  general  feeling  in 
Scotland  that  the  Education  Department 
has  not  sufficiently  distinguisbed  the  dif- 
ferences between  English  and  Scotch  edu- 
cation. Itwasto  insure  this  thattheSelect 
Oommittee  of  last  year  recommended 
that  there  should  be  a  permanent  ^otch 
Secretary  to  the  Department,  so  that  the 
tesponsiblB  Education  Minister  should 
be  broogbt  into  touch  with  the  pecu- 
liarities of  Scotch  education.  These 
differences  are  real,  and  depend  upon 
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the  fact  that  while  education  is  Eng- 
land become  National  by  the  Act  of 
1870,  the  Scotch  Act  of  1872  was 
not  the  creation  of  a  National  sys- 
tem, but  the  extension  of  one  which 
waa  no  longer  sufficient  for  the  wanta 
of  the  people.  In  Scotland  the  division 
between  primary  and  secondary  schools 
is  not  so  marked  as  in  England.  The 
Scotch  school  boards  are  charged  with 
the  management  of  the  burgh  or  gram- 
mar schools,  and  in  England  the  boards 
have  no  such  functions.  This  denomi- 
national system  ia  not  nearly  so  marked 
in  Scotiand  as  in  England,  for  each 
parish  has  its  school  board.  The  Uni- 
versities also  receive  many  atudenta 
direct  from  primary  schools,  where  they 
obtain  a  certain  amount  of  secondary 
education.  These  are  distinctions  of 
such  importance  that  the  Select  Oom- 
mittee wisely  recommendedaresponsible 
Scotch  Secretary  in  the  Education  De- 
partment, with  a  staff  charged  with  the 
ordinary  administration  of  Scotch  work. 
But,  at  the  same  time,  they  recom- 
mended that  there  should  be  only  one 
responsible  Minister  for  Education  in 
Oreat  Britain.  England  may  learn 
many  things  from  Scotch  education,  and 
the  separation  will  be  injurious  to  the 
interests  of  education  in  this  country. 
For  example,  it  will  accentuate  the  an- 
tagonism between  board  and  voluntary 
schools.  YouhaveanexauipleinScotlaud 
of  board  schools  dealing  satisfactorily 
with  religious  education,  so  thatvoluntary 
schools  work  with  them  in  little  antagon- 
ism. Thedenominationshavehad  perfect 
confidence  that  the  Department  in  White- 
hall would  give  them  fair  play.  But  the 
Boman  Catholics  in  Glasgow,  who  are 
very  numerous,  have  not  the  same  faith 
in  a  Scotch  Secretary,  who  will  be  more 
subject  to  pressure  from  local  influences. 
This  haa  been  preased  upon  me  as  a  real 
danger  by  those  interested  in  denomi* 
national  schools ;  and  if  it  be  well 
founded  it  will  disturb  the  harmony 
which  now  exists  between  board  and 
voluntary  schools.  If  England  may 
benefit  1^  an  example  of  this  harmony, 
there  is  much  also  that  Scotch  educa- 
tion may  learn  from  England.  At  pre- 
sent  the  Scotch  Code  is  inferior  to  the 
English  Code  in  its  requirements,  and 
requires  assimilation.  In  the  attention 
given  to  Art  and  Science,  both  in  primary 
and  secondary  schools,  Scotland  is  getting 
far  behind  England.  Scotland  has  not 
2  H  2 
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yet  adapted  itself  to  the  needs  of  a 
Bcientifio  age.  It  may  be  contended 
that  if  there  had  been  a  Scotch  Minister 
th«8e  differences  would  bare  been  recti- 
fied. But  he  will  be  the  BepresontatiTe 
of  national  pre j  udicos  whi  ch  have  hitherto 
prevented  tu  is  progress  in  Art  and  Science, 
and  a  more  complete  isolation  will  con- 
firm them,  while  the  friction  with  the 
English  system  was  gradually  rubbing' 
them  down.  The  Science  and  Art  De- 
partment in  South  Kensington  will  in 
future  be  presided  over  by  the  Enf^tah 
Vice  President,  though  in  a  few  years 
every  school  in  Scotland  will  be  reported 
upon  for  drawing  by  an  Inspector  from 
that  Department,  and,  I  hope,  before 
long,  for  science  also.  Does  this  not 
show  the  absurdity  of  the  proposed 
separation  ?  I  need  not  say  that  I  think 
the  educational  part  of  this  Bill  is  essen- 
tially bad.  It  is  bad,  because  it  lessens 
the  influenos  of  the  Vice  President  of  the 
Council,  who  has  hitherto  been  a  i«f»*U 
Minister  of  Education  in  this  House, 
though  nnder  a  system  of  detective  re- 
aponsibility.  It  is  bad,  because  it  will 
render  it  very  difficult,  if  not  impossible, 
for  us  to  rectify  in  the  future  a  system 
so  often  oandemned,  and  will  prevent  us, 
if  the  House  so  desire,  from  securing  a 
single  responsible  Education  Minister, 
not  only  for  primary  education,  but  also 
for  all  the  Votes  for  higher  education, 
including  Science  and  Art.  It  is  bad  for 
Sootland,  because  it  gives  to  its  ednoa- 
tiOn  only  the  fragmentary  attention  of  a 
Minister  who  has  many  other  duties  un- 
connected with  ednoation.  This  is  now 
a  Government  measure,  acquired,  like 
the  Estimates  and  various  other  Bills, 
aa  an  inheritance.  Its  conduct  in  "an- 
other place  "  shows  that  it  has  only  a 
stepmother's  love.  How  was  it  that  the 
Duke  of  Richmond,  with  his  large  expe- 
rience in  the  Education  Department,  said 
not  one  word  in  its  favour,  although  he 
was  in  the  House?  He  literally,  not 
metaphorically,  turned  his  back  upon 
the  speakers  all  through  the  debate. 
How  ia  it  that  the  present  Lord  Presi- 
dent (Viscount  Crsnb^^wk)  was  deaf  to 
all  persuasions,  and  refused  to  praise  the 
Bill?  I  go  further,  and  ask  whether 
there  is  one  of  the  leading  statesmen  on 
the  Treasury  Bench  who  like  this  Bill  in 
their  hearts  ?  The  Home  Secretary  (Sir 
B.  Assbeton  Cross),  in  1883,  described 
the  then  proposed  Scotch  Secretary  "  as 
an  independent  officer,  who  would  he 
Sir  Lyon  Play/air 


neither  fish,  flesh,  nor  fowl."  What 
does  he  think  of  him  now  with  mora 
than  SO  miscellaneous  Acts  thromi  into 
a  Scotch  Office,  and  then  supplied  with 
a  Chair  in  the  Education  Department  to 
administer  the  Education  Act,  when  he 
has  some  fragment  of  time  to  attend  to 
it  7  No  doubt  the  Onvemment  may  re- 
tort that  this  Scotch  Secretary  was  the 
offspring  of  the  Liberal  Government. 
That  is  quite  true.  It  was  introduced 
into  this  House  in  August,  1683,  by  the 
late  Home  Secretary  in  a  mocking 
speech  that  nearly  strangled  the  infant 
at  its  birth.  But  then  education  waa 
not  in  the  Bill.  I  believe  that  now  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Derby  (Sir 
William  Harcourt)  is  a  supporter  of  the 
Bill  in  its  present  form.  A  General 
Election  is  near.  That  induces  both 
sides  to  throw  a  tub  to  the  Scotch  whale. 
There  is  a  demand  on  the  part  of  many 
persona  in  Scotland  for  a  Scotch  Secre- 
tary. Though  I  am  one  of  those  who 
do  not  see  any  advantage  to  my  country 
in  such  a  measure,  I  would  not  divide 
the  House  ^ainat  giving  to  the  new 
Minister  all  Home  Office  work  and  local 
government.  If  he  hod  the  control  of 
law  and  juetice,  he  would  have  funotiona 
which  would  give  him  dignity  and  in- 
sure him  respect.  But  I  do  not  like  this 
Bill,  which  makes  a  Minister  of  shreda 
and  patches,  and  then  to  raise  him  from 
an  inferior  position  gives  him  a  Chair  to 
sit  in  an  Education  Department  entaide 
hia  Office,  and  in  subordination  to  an- 
other Minister.  It  u  quite  right  that  he 
shouldhave  influence  of  a  powerful  cha- 
racter in  a  distinct  administrative  Scotch 
Education  Department.  That  oould  be 
given  him  by  making  him  an  «x  officio 
member  of  it.  Buch  a  coarse  would  not 
raise  a  barrier  between  Parliament  and 
the  important  reforms  required  in  the 
re- organization  of  education  in  this  coun- 
try. This  House  must  soon  give  its  close 
attention  to  this  subject,  and  ought  not 
on  a  side  iaaae  to  preclude  itself  from  its 
consideration.  The  great  oountriea  in 
Europe  give  education  to  the  charge  of 
a  Minister  dealing  with  that  alone.  The 
smaller  countries,  like  Greece,  Portugal, 
Egypt,  and  Japan,  have  done  so.  Even 
Victoria  and  New  Zealand  have  now 
their  Education  Minister.  But  Sootland 
alone,  which  above  all  other  countries  is 
essentially  educational,  is  in  future  to 
have  a  Minister  made  up  of  a  large 
variety  of  heterogeneous  materials  mixed 
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up  like  a  Scotch  haggis,  and  then  salted 
with  education  to  give  it  a  flavour.  It 
IB  too  serious  to  deu  with  edaoatioo  in 
this  faahioQ,  and  I  make  ad  earnest  a 
protest  as  I  can  gainst  it  by  moving 
the  Besolntion  of  which  I  hare  given 
Notice. 

Mb.  J.  A.  CAMPBELL,  in  seconding 
the  Amendment,  observed  that  though 
he  agreed  with  the  Motion  of  the  right 
hen.  Gentleman,  he  conid  not  commit 
himself  to  all  the  views  he  had  expressed 
ta  foroibi;  and  eloquently  with  regard 
to  the  BUI  OS  a  whole.  At  the  same 
time,  he  oould  not  saj  that  he  was  par- 
ticularly enamoured  of  this  pro^Msal  to 
create  a  Scotch  Secretarj.  He  oould 
not  eay  that  he  had  ever  seen  the  ne- 
cessity for  adopting  this  particular  way 
of  improving  the  administration  of  Pub- 
lic Business  connected  with  Scotland. 
For  his  part,  he  should  have  been  better 
pleased  if  a  Bill  had  been  brought  in 
to  strengthen  the  position  of  the  Lord 
Advocate,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to 
make  an  appointment  which  was  pro- 
posed some  years  ago  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary  (Sir  B. 
Assheton  Gross) — that  of  an  Under  Se- 
cretary of  the  Home  Office,  with  special 
charge  of  Scotch  Business.  But  the 
point  in  this  Bill  to  which  he  would  refer 
was  that  on  which  his  right  hon.  Friend 
(Sir  Lyon  Flayfair)  had  dilated  so  fully 
and  so  much  to  the  inetructios  of  the 
House — the  proposal  &s  regarded  edu- 
cation. The  question  suggested  itself — 
why  was  it  proposed  to  transfer  educa- 
tion to  the  new  official  ?  Was  it  in 
the  interest  of  the  new  Office,  or  in  the 
interest  of  education  ?  It  could  not  be 
said  to  be  in  the  interest  of  the  new 
Office,  for  the  simple  reason  that  when 
the  Bill  was  introduced  last  Session  it 
was  not  proposed  to  make  this  transfer. 
What,  then,  had  happened  to  Bcotah 
education  during  the  past  year  that  had 
made  it  necessary  to  transfer  it  to  the 
Scotch  Secretary  ?  The  advocates  of  the 
Bill  in  its  present  form  had  said  that 
education  would  be  the  most  important 
of  all  the  matters  with  which  the  Scotch 
Secretary  would  have  to  deal ;  but  in  his 
opinion  that  made  it  worse  for  the  Go- 
Temmeot  of  last  year,  for  it  convicted 
them  of  having  proposed  to  create  an 
officer  without  enough  to  do,  or  with 
nothing  to  do  of  Bufficient  importance. 
Then,  as  to  the  interests  of  education, 
he  ronsidered  that  education  in  Scot- 
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land  would  be  beat  attended  to  bv  a 
Minister  who  was  appointed  to  his  Office 
with  the  view  of  giving  his  services  to 
education  entirely.  That  surely  was  a 
reasonable  view,  because  his  attention 
would  not  be  distracted  by  other  and 
multifarious  duties.  It  was  said  by  the 
advocates  of  this  Bill  that  Scotch  educa- 
tion could  only  occupy  part  of  the  time 
of  a  Minister  of  Education,  and  that, 
considering  the  relative  proportions  of 
the  two  countries,  it  coufd  only  have  a 
small  part  of  his  time.  Taking  the 
Government  grant  as  an  index,  they 
found  that  in  England  as  much  as 
£3,000,000  a-year  was  spent  in  educa- 
tion grants,  and  in  Scotland  £500,000  ; 
BO  that  Scotch  education  might  be  said 
to  represent  one-Beventh  part  of  the 
educational  interest  of  Great  Britain, 
as  measured  in  that  way ;  and  it  was 
argued,  therefore,  that  a  Minister  of 
Education  could  only  be  eipeoted  to  give 
a  proportion — say  one-seventh — of  bis 
time  and  attention  to  the  interests  of 
Scotland.  But  even  if  that  were  true, 
a  small  proportioa  given  by  a  Minister 
who  devoted  the  remainder  of  his  time 
to  cognate  subjects  was  much  more 
likely  to  do  justice  to  Scotch  education 
than  a  much  larger  share  of  time  given 
by  another  Minister,  who  had  besides  to 
attend  to  the  miscellaneous  and  wholly 
unrelated  subjects  found  in  the  Schedule 
of  this  BUI.  But  be  did  not  allow  that 
the  attention  given  by  the  Minister  of 
Education  to  the  educational  interests  of 
the  two  countries  would  be  given  in  a 
measure  proportioned  to  the  relative 
msgnitude  of  the  oonntries,  or  the  num- 
ber of  tbeir  schools.  It  was  enough  if 
the  interests  of  each  county  would  be 
fully  considered  and  attended  to,  and  by 
one  who  had  the  advantage  of  being 
familiar  with  what  was  going  on  in 
both  countries.  There  was  proof  that 
good  had  come  to  both  countries  from 
having  their  educational  system  under 
one  Head.  They  found,  from  the  evi- 
dence of  past  Vice  Presidents  of  the  Coun- 
cil, that  being  in  charge  of  Scotch  educa- 
tion had  been  a  help  to  them  in  the 
administration  of  English  education ; 
and  they  had  evidence  from  teachers  of 
the  best  standing  that  the  education  of 
Scotland  had  profited  greatly  by  the 
familiarity  they  had — through  theircon- 
nection  with  the  Education  Department 
— with  the  progress  of  education  in  Eng- 
land.   WbUe  he  felt  strongly  that  any 
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propoeal  to  Irarsfer  education  fram  the 
Education  Depai'tmeut  was  to  be  depre' 
cated,  he  felt  no  less  strongly  tliat  it 
waa  necessary  to  plead  for  the  separate 
management  of  Scotch  education  under 
one  Minister.  At  present  they  did  not 
enjoy  this  arrangement  to  the  extent 
that  TCas  necessary,  now  that  the  edu- 
cational work  of  the  country  had  become 
BO  important  and  so  oxtensiTe.  The 
Committee  to  which  his  right  bon. 
Friend  had  referred  recommended  that 
a  distinct  permanent  Secretary  should 
be  appointed  for  Scotland,  responsible 
to  the  Minister  of  Education.  That  was 
necessary,  because  in  Scotland  tbey  had 
a  different  Education  Act,  a  different 
Code,  and  different  educational  history 
and  traditions  from  England,  and  they 
had  even  now,  as  they  had  had  all 
along,  a  separate  Scotch  Education  De- 
partment of  the  Pri»y  Council.  Now, 
it  was  necessary  that  they  should  have 
separate  administration  within  the  Mi- 
nistry of  Education ;  but  that  by  no 
means  implied  that  their  system  should 
not  be  under  the  same  Minister  as  the 
English  system.  He  thought  that 
the  want  of  this  separate  administra- 
tion accounted  for  no  small  propor- 
tion of  the  movement  for  the  transfer- 
ence of  Scotch  education  to  a  Scotch 
Minister.  He  could  not  admit  that  the 
movement  was  general.  It  had  been 
teen  in  some  quarters  ;  but  those  quar- 
ters were  not  numeroua  or  very  ex- 
tensive. But  grant  separate  adminis- 
tration under  the  Education  Minister, 
and  he  believed  that  many  of  those  who 
had  petitioned  for  the  transfer  would 
feel  that  they  had  got  all  that  they  asked 
for.  He  might  mention  that  some  of  the 
largest  school  boards  in  Scotland  had 
taken  up  a  decided  position  against  the 
proposed  transfer.  In  fact,  the  Petitions 
in  favour  of  it  were  from  boards 
and  plaqes  which  taken  together  did 
not  '  represent  a  population  equal  to 
the  population  uf  one  pariah  that  had 
petitioned  against  the  proposal.  The  Bill 
appeared  to  him  to  weaken  the  position 
of  the  Vice  President.  He  would  no 
longer  be  reaponsiblo  for  cdiication  in 
both  England  and  Scotland.  They  would 
be  placed  further  than  at  preeoot  from 
having  a  proper  Ministry  of  Education, 
and  they  would  be  practically  condemn- 
ing in  advance  a  Keport  which  had  not 
yet  been  considered.  It  had  been  said 
that  the  evidence  taken  before  the  Com- 
Jfr.  /.  A.  Campbell 


milloe  was  that  only  of  Presidents, 
Vice  Presidents,  and  other  officials,  and 
the  Keport  was  disparaged  on  that  ac- 
count; but  he  would  remind  the  House 
that  the  duty  of  that  Committee  was 
to  consider  how  Ministerial  responsi- 
bility, under  which  the  Votes  for  Edu- 
cation, Science,  and  Art  were  adminis- 
tered, might  be  best  secured ;  and  the 
question  could  be  best  answered  by 
consulting    those  who    had  been    ea- 

faged  in  the  actual  administration.  He 
oped  the  Government  would  give  some 
indication  that  the  changes  suggested 
in  the  Amendments  of  his  right  hon. 
Friend  would  be  satisfactory  to  them ; 
in  which  case,  he  hoped  the  House 
would  not  go  to  a  division,  and  that 
the  object  his  right  hon.  Friend  bod  in 
view,  and  which  he  believed  would  sub- 
stantially acoomplish  all  that  the  Oo- 
vei-nment  and  the  promoters  of  the  Bill 
desired — giving  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land an  interest  in  education,  without 
giving  him  the  place  now  occupied  by 
the  Vice  President — might  be  attained. 
He  begged  to  second  the  BesolutioD. 
Amendment  proposed, 
To  leiTO  out  from  tho  word  "  That,"  to  the 
and  of  ths  QuestioD,  in  order  to  add  the  wonla 
' '  in  viev  of  the  Report  of  a  Selact  ComniittM  of 
last  Seuion,  rccommonding  that  thera  should 
be  one  rwponsibla  Minister  of  Education  for 
Groat  Britain,  it  is  not  expedient,  before  this 
Uouse  has  coDstdersd  tliat  Report,  to  proceed 
with  the  proposal  of  thii  Bill,  that  the  chai^ 
of  Kcotch  education  should  ba  remoied  bom 
ths  Vice  Preeident  of  the  Council,  thos  IvMeo- 
ing  his  inflaence  and  reaponnbUitf ,  in  order  to 
tmnsfer  it  to  the  Secretary  for  Sootlaod  to- 
tended  to  be  creatad  br  this  Bill,"— (Air  Lfm 
Pl<,yfair,) 

— instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

Mb.  BAMSAY  eaid,  he  was  reiy  bottj 
that  this  discussion  should  have  come  on 
so  late  in  the  Session,  for  the  majority 
of  tho  Scotch  Members  had  left  for  their 
homes,  believing  that  this  Bill  would 
not  pass.  [  Crw»  o/" "  No '  "  «nj  "  Hear, 
bear!"]  Well,  he  believed  that  till 
Friday  last  it  was  not  thought  by  any- 
one that  they  could  expect  to  have  on 
opportunity  for  discussion ;  and  as  the 
Bill  might  be  amended,  and  would 
require  to  be  reconsidered  in  the  Lords, 
and  then  come  bock  to  this  House, 
therefore  it  was  thought  and  believed  it 
would  not  pass.    Hii  right  hon.  Fricod 
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(6ir  Lyon  Flajfair)  had  given  them  the 
benefit  of  his  views  on  this  etibject ;  but 
he  recollected  that  bis  right  hon.  Friend 
made  the  game  appeal  to  the  House 
some  lix  or  eight  years  ago,  when 
BpeakiDg  in  favonr  of  appointing  a 
Minister  of  Education  for  the  vhole  of 
the  United  Kingdom.  The  object  of 
the  Committee,  to  which  reference  had 
been  made,  was  a  very  definite  one. 
The  Committee  was  appointed  to  con- 
sider bow  the  Ministerial  reeponaibilitj 
under  which  the  Votes  for  Education, 
Science,  and  Art  were  administered 
might  be  best  secured.  His  right  hon. 
Friend  (Sir  Lyon  Playfair}  attached 
great  importance  to  that  inquiry  by  the 
Committee;  but  they  did  not  come  to 
any  reaolntion  regarding  Ireland.  They 
only  heard  one  witness  regarding  Ire- 
land, and  tboy  felt  that  suf&oient  to 
satisfy  tbem  that  the  Uinister  for  Edu- 
cation whom  they  desired  to  appoint 
should  not  take  any  cognizance  of  Irish 
education,  but  that  Irish  education 
should  be  left  as  it  was.  He  was  sur- 
prised  t»  bear  the  right  bon.  Gentleman 
•ay  that  over  the  whole  of  Ireland  4 1 
per  cent  of  the  people  were  unable  to 
read  or  write ;  and  yet  to  find  that  tbe 
Committee,  with  that  fact  before  them, 
should  hare  neglected  to  make  any  sug- 
gestion for  the  improvement  of  educa- 
tion in  that  country.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  spoke  of  one  county  in  Ire- 
land where  there  were  55  per  cent  in 
that  condition ;  and  he  dwelt  on  that 
fact  as  an  evidence  of  the  little  that  had 
been  done  under  the  present  system  of 
Irish  education.  That  was  quite  true ; 
but  a  Committee  appointed  to  consider 
how  Ministerial  responsibility  could  be 
best  secured  might  surely,  when  they 
recommended  the  union  of  the  education 
of  Great  Britain  under  one  Minister, 
bare  taken  some  means  of  considering 
the  difference  in  tbe  systems  of  educa- 
tion in  the  two  countries ;  but  the  Com- 
mittee made  no  such  inquiry,  and  made 
no  euggestion  for  improvement  either  in 
Ireland  or  Great  Britain.  The  English 
and  Scotch  systems  were  essentially 
different,  and  for  that  reason  it  was 
desirable  that  they  should  be  separately 
administered.  In  England  at  present 
the  majority  of  the  schools  were  deno- 
minationnl.  To  place  Eoglaod  on  the 
same  footing  as  Scotland  it  would  be 
necessary  to  establish  in  '  the  former 
13,000  more    school   boards  j    and  any 


Minister  who  had  chargeof  that  number 
of  Eoglieh  boards  would  have  enough 
to  do  without  interfering  with  Scotch 
education.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(Sir  Lyon  Playfair),  speaking  very 
sharply  as  to  the  prospects  of  Sootcb 
education,  had  assumed  that  it  had  not 
suffered  by  the  present  method  of  admi- 
nistration ;  but  now  could  he  be  sure  of 
that  ?  Ho  had  advanced  in  support  of 
that  idea  the  fact  that  the  Scotch  school 
children  had  earned  2d.  per  head  more 
than  the  English  from  the  Government 
grant ;  but  that  was  to  be  accounted  for, 
in  his  opinion,  by  the  circumstance  that 
Scotland  had  had  a  system  of  National 
education  in  operation  for  400  years ; 
whereas  there  had  been  no  attempt  at 
anything  of  the  kind  in  England  until 
within  the  last  15  years.  It  was  signi- 
ficant that  in  the  Committee  presided 
over  by  the  late  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer (Mr.  Ohilders)  there  was  hardly 
a  question  asked  as  to  the  effect  which 
any  change  in  the  mode  of  administra- 
tion might  have  on  Scotch  education. 
It  seemed  to  have  been  taken  for 
granted  that  Scotland  would  be  able  to 
take  care  of  itself.  His  right  hon. 
Friend  had  expressed  a  doubt  whether 
there  was  more  than  a  limited  number 
of  persons  desirous  to  have  matters  of 
education  placed  under  a  Secretary  for 
Scotland.  He  did  not  like  to  controvert 
anything  which  was  said  by  his  right 
hon.  ^'riend,  who  was  so  highly  and 
justly  esteemed  in  Scotland ;  but  be 
must  point  out  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  himself  mentioned  as  bis 
reason  for  withdrawing  from  bis  own 
country  tbe  zeal  of  his  Scotch  consti- 
tuents to  have  Scotch  education  affairs 
placed  under  a  Scotch  Minister.  He 
was  as  sensible  as  bis  right  hon.  Friend 
of  tbe  advantage  that  would  arise  if  tbe 
Minister  having  charge  of  Scotch  educa- 
tion had  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet.  He 
remembered  that  when,  at  tbe  request 
of  hie  Colleagues,  he  presented  tbe 
first  Memorial  in  favour  of  Scotch 
affairs,  including  education,  being  placsd 
under  a  Scotch  Minister  distinct  from 
the  Home  Secretary  and  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate,  the  Prime  Minister  asked  him 
if  it  was  wished  that  the  proposed 
Minister  for  Scotland  should  be  in  tbe 
Cabinet.  He  (Mr.  Ramsay)  replied — 
"Certainly,  that  is  our  wish  ;  but  we  do 
not  make  it  a  condition."  The  Memorial 
which  be  presented  on  that  uccaeioa  woa 
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signed  bv  more  than  two-thirds  of  the 
entire  Scotch  representation.  A  great 
meeting  was  held  in  Edinburgh  nearly 
two  years  ego,  such  as  he  had  never 
eeeo  in  his  country  at  any  time  before ; 
and  it  was  then  urged  that  every  part 
of  purely  Scotch  Business  should  be  in- 
trusted to  the  Minister  who  would  be 
appointed  if  their  wish  were  carried  out. 
If  his  right  hon.  Friend  (Sir  Lyon  Play- 
fair)  had  been  present  at  that  great 
meeting  he  would  never  have  entertuned 
aay  doubt  as  to  the  feeling  of  the  people 
of  Scotland  on  that  question.  The 
people  of  Scotland  were  not  only  anxious 
to  have  this  reform,  but  they  were  deter- 
mined to  have  it;  and  uthough  the 
Scotch  Members  did  not  act  together  so 
harmoniously  as  the  Irish  Beptesenta- 
tives  below  the  Gangway,  they  were 
not  incapable  of  being  educated  in  that 
policy  of  united  action  which  their  Irish 
Friends  had  found  bo  successful.  His 
right  hon.  Friend  alluded  also  to  the 
number  of  schools  which  had  been 
established  inScotlaod  since  the  passing 
of  the  Education  Act  of  1872,  and  ad- 
duoed  that  as  evidence  of  the  efficiency  of 
the  administration  of  Scotch  education  in 
England;  but  the  right  hon.  Oentleman 
bad  forgotten  that  the  schools  he  referred 
to  were  not  established  by  the  Educa- 
tion Departmeut,  but,  in  terms  of  the 
Education  Act,  bytheBoardof  Education 
&om  their  ofTice  in  Edinburgh.  He  ad- 
duced also  the  fact  of  the  existence  of  the 
Scotch  Education  Department ;  but  the 
truth  was  that  the  Department— and 
nobody  kuew  better  than  his  right  hon. 
Friend — wasbutasham.  Ithadnorscord 
of  proceedings,  and  it  went  on  day  byday 
without  being  asked  for  its  opinion  upon 
any  queetiou.  He  believed  that  the  late 
Yice  President  (Mr.  Mundella)  did  occa- 
sionally call  some  of  the  members  of  the 
Department  to  confer  with  him  on  cer- 
tain points;  but  even  then  it  was  more 
apro/ormd  meeting  than  anything  like 
one  for  actual  deliberate  business,  and 
that  their  opinion  was  never  aaked  about 
the  Code,  or  anything  affecting  it.  He 
(Mr.  Itamsay)  felt,  therefore,  that  it  was 
quite  sufficient  to  say  that  the  people  of 
Scotland  were  anxious  to  obtain  this 
email  measure  of  Home  Rule.  His  right 
hon.  Friend  deprecated  the  separation 
ot  England  and  Scotland.  He  joined 
with  his  right  hon.  Friend  in  the  state- 
ment that  Scotland  had  derived  much 
advantage  &om  her  union  with  England 
Jfr.  Samiay 
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but  England  bad  also  derived  much 
advantage  from  her  union  with  Soot- 
land.  It  was  said  that  the  education  of 
England  was  very  much  the  same  as 
that  of  Scotland ;  but  where  in  England 
did  they  find  the  labourer's  son  rising 
to  fill  a  pulpit  ?  They  had  nothing  of 
the  kind.  Where  in  England  did  Uiey 
find  the  shepherd's  son  getting  to  be  one 
of  the  most  learned  men  of  his  time  ? 
These,  he  thought,  were  evidenees  of 
the  efficieneyof  their  system.  He  hoped 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  was  in 
charge  of  the  Bill  would  be  prepared  to 
accept  some  of  the  Amendments  on  the 
Paper  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  the 
transfer  of  Scotch  education  effioient  and 
cooiplete,  and  thus  adding  dignity  to  the 
Office  of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland. 

Me.  COCHEAN-PATEICK  said,  he 
was  somewhat  surprised  that  his  right 
hon.  Friend  (Sir  Lyon  Playfair)  dealt 
with  the  general  aspect  of  the  Bill,  as 
there  was  nothing  in  his  Amendment  to 
lead  the  House  to  believe  he  would 
attack  the  principle  of  the  measure.  He 
thought  the  Bill  was  one  which  was  ab- 
solutely necessary;  and  he  believed  it 
was  a  Bill  which  would  give  very  great 
satisfaction  to  the  people  of  Scotland. 
He  believed  the  main  reason  why  the 
agitation  in  support  of  the  measure  as- 
sumed an  acute  form  was  that  for  many 
Sessions,  for  many  Parliaments  he  might 
say,  they  had  seen  Scottish  measures 
passed  over,  and  not  taken  up,  because 
there  was  no  motive  power  tO  bring 
them  forward ;  and  he  was  sure,  if  the 
Bill  should  have  the  good  fortune  to  pass 
into  law,  the  result  would  fully  answer 
the  expectations  formed  of  it.  He  was 
bound  to  say,  with  regard  to  the  educa- 
tional aspect  of  theBill.heentirely  agreed 
with  his  right  hon.  Friend.  He  was 
perfectly  satieSed  the  real  solution  of 
the  educational  question  was  a  Minister 
of  Education,  fully  qualified  and  compe- 
tent to  deal  with  the  subject.  If  they 
considored  how  important  that  subject 
was  at  the  present  moment,  and  how 
much  more  important  it  was  likely  to 
become  in  future,  and  if  they  considered 
also  the  vast  amount  of  money  annually 
ioTolved  in  the  Education  Vote,  he 
thought  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that 
they  should  have  one  competent  and  re- 
sponsible  Head  in  that  House  to  answer 
for  that  expenditure.  But,  at  the  same 
time,  and  along  with  a  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation, he  thought  it  was  abstdutely  ne- 
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oessary  that  thev  ehould  haTs  the  Scotch 
and  Eag^lish  Departments  in  London 
made  separate ;  that  th^  tthotdd  bare  a 
permanent  Secretary  for  the  Scotch  De- 
partment; and  that  thay  should  also 
have  a  Oommittee  either  of  the  Privy 
Conncil  or  of  Privy  GounoiUora.  The 
tneaanre  before  them  was  certainly 
not  one  in  wbicb  the  question  of  a 
Minister  of  Education  for  the  United 
Kingdom  could  be  dealt  with ;  but  he 
felt  with  his  right  ban.  Friend  that  if  they 
did  anything  in  this  Bill  which  would 
preclude  or  even  postpone  the  adop- 
tion of  such  a  measure,  which  he,  for 
one,  beliered  to  be  necessary — and  it 
would  come,  eventually,  sooner  or  later 
—that  it  would  be  a  very  great  misfor- 
tune. But  it  should  be  remembered 
that  a  Bpeoial  recommendation  of  the 
Committee  which  had  been  alluded  to 
was  for  a  separation  of  the  two  Depart- 
ments, and  that  that  eeparatioD  they 
could  have  now,  and  also  have  a  Com- 
mittee of  Privy  Councillors.  He  thought, 
therefore,  it  would  be  very  advantageous 
if  the  Government  would  agree  to  the 
Amendment  of  hie  right  hon.  Friend  to 
delete  the  words  which  referred  to  the 
particular  position  of  the  Scotch  Secre- 
tary, and  make  him  a  Uemher  of  that 
Committee  of  Council  dealing  with 
Scotch  education,  leaving  it  to  that  Com- 
mittee to  place  him  in  any  position  they 
pleased.  Then  hs  thought  they  should 
secure  at  once  the  great  advantage  of 
having  a  separate  Department,  and  they 
would  not  imperil  or'put  off  the  chance  of 
the  question  of  a  Minister  of  Education. 
8iB  EDWARD  COLEBEOOKE  said, 
be  had  always  held  the  opinion  that  the 
demand  which  was  contained  in  this 
Bill  had  its  origin  in  the  defects  as  to 
Scotch  work  in  that  House  rather  than 
from  any  defects  in  the  practical  admi- 
nistration of  the  country.  He  would 
deprecate  anything  like  a  separation  of 
Scotland  from  England  in  matters  of 
general  administration.  He  believed 
their  administration  would  be  heneGtod 
if  some  Minister  connected  with  Scot- 
land were  appointed  who  would  stsnd 
beside  the  Lord  Advocate  aadGght  their 
battles.  Public  opinion  in  Scotland  on 
the  question  of  education  was  very  much 
divided.  The  other  day  he  had  the 
honour  of  introducing  a  deputation  from 
one  of  the  largest  parishes  in  Scotland, 
and  their  opinion  was  very  decidedly 
f^aiost  the   proposition   in   the   Bill. 
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Tbere  was  nothing  conflicting  between 
the  two  systems  of  education  in  England 
and  Scotland,  and  they  could  be  well 
worked  together.  He  wished  the  pre- 
sent arrangement  to  continue;  and  he 
would  strongly  impress  on  the  Govern- 
ment that  tney  should  do  nothing  to 
shake  that  union  which  now  existed  in 
the  administration  of  the  two  countries. 
Ha  hoped  the  Eoiise  would  soon  get 
into  Committee  on  the  Bill. 

Sir  JOHN  HAY,  while  not  support- 
ing the  whole  of  the  proposition  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
the  University  of  Edinburgh  (Sir  Lyon 
Playfair],  entirely  concurred  in  the  views 
he  expressed  on  the  question  of  educa- 
tion ;  hut  he  (Sir  John  Hay)  thought 
that  was  a  question  which  ought  rather 
to  be  considered  in  Oommittee,  and  not 
at  the  present  stage  of  the  Bill.  He 
confessed  that  although  the  Bill  was  one 
which  might  he  considered  to  be  more 
sentimental  than  buaineulike,  yet  it  was 
one  which  hod  the  approbation  of  the 
people  of  Scotland.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  general  feeling  of  Scotland,  so  far 
as  he  was  able  to  gauge  it,  was  in  favour 
of  leaving  the  management  of  education 
under  the  Privy  Council  as  at  present 
conducted,  with  a  special  Department 
for  Scotland  imder  its  control.  He  did 
not  believe  that  there  was  any  general 
desire  in  Scotland  that  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  should  appropriate  to  himself, 
in  addition  to  all  the  various  odds  and 
ends  which  were  to  be  concentrated  in 
that  Office,  the  charge  of  the  education 
of  the  country.  '  After  all,  what  was 
the  reason  why  this  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land Bill  bad  become  a  national  desire  ? 
From  1707  to  1747  there  was  a  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland.  From  1747  to  about 
1866  the  Lord  Advocate  did  the  duty, 
and  did  it  admirably ;  but  about  that 
time  it  was  found  necessary  that  the 
Lord  Advocate  should  become  Queen's 
Counsel  iu  England,  and  have  added  to 
his  various  duties  here  as  Scotch  Minis- 
ter the  duty  of  attending  to  the  trials  in 
the  House  of  Lords  and  elsewhere.  The 
result  of  that  was  that  from  the  time  of 
Duncan  Forbes  to  the  time  of  James 
Moncrieff  there  was  no  complaint  what- 
ever of  the  management  of  Scotch  Buai- 
itess  in  the  House  of  Commons  by  the 
Lord  Advocate  under  the  Home  Office  ; 
but  from  that  time  onwards  there  had 
been  a  general  complaint,  not  due,  be 
must  say,  to  the  negligence  of  the  Lord 
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Advocate  entiraljr,  but  due  to  the  fact 
that  there  heA  been  a  great  pressure  of 
Business  iu  the  House  of  CommonB, 
Trhicb  had  resulted  in  a  difiicultj  to  get 
through  Sootoh  Business  as  well  as  other 
Business  in  the  way  the  country  de- 
sired. The  faot  bad  been  that  the  Lord 
Advocate  for  the  last  20  years  had  not 
been  in  the  position  of  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate before  that — he  hod  not  been  the 
Scotch  Minister  to  whom  Scotchmen 
looked  for  the  condnct  of  Scotch  Busi- 
ness. His  Tight  hon.  Fdend  the  Mem- 
ber lor  the  University  of  Edinburgh 
was  right  in  saying  that  the  general 
wish  of  Scotland  was  that  education 
should  not  be  among  the  matters  en- 
trusted to  the  new  fleoretaiy.  That 
should  be  continued  under  the  Privy 
Oounoil  with  a  special  Secretary,  and 
that  he  believed  would  be  Batisfactory 
to  the  whole  of  Scotland.  That  he  be- 
lieved would  conduce  to  the  advantage 
of  education  in  Scotland,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  to  the  management  of  the 
Scotch  Business  in  that  House,  which 
would  be  expedited  as  far  as  might  be 
posuble  by  the  creation  of  an  official 
which,  after  all,  was  not  an  office  of 
great  importance,  but  was  one  which, 
under  the  Home  Office,  would  no  doubt 
gather  up  the  various  threads,  exclusive 
of  education,  which  were  included  in  the 
Schedule  of  the  Bill.  He  trusted  his 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  the 
University  of  Edinburgh  would  not 
divide  the  House  on  his  Sesolutiou. 
If  he  succeeded  in  excludii^  education 
in  Comoiittee  he  (Sir  John  Hay)  should 
be  happy  to  support  him.  He  trusted 
he  would  not  delay  the  Bill,  which 
(Sir  John  Hay)  would  rather  see  pass 
as  it  stood  than  not  pass  at  all. 

Me.  J.  B.  B.VLFOUE :  I  do  not . 
pose  to  go  through  the  numerous 
matters  that  have  been  touched  upon 
by  previous  speakers,  but  merely  to  say 
a  very  few  words  with  regard  to  the 
question  which  has  been  raised  by  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  the 
Universities  of  Edinburgh  and  St. 
Andrews  (Sir  Lyon  Playfair) — namely, 
the  question  of  education.  I  daresay  an 
opportunity  will  be  afforded  at  subse- 
quent stages  of  the  Bill  for  dealing  with 
Uie  other  matters  which  have  been  in- 
troduced. I  shall  make  my  words  very 
brief,  in  order  not  to  stand  between  the 
House  and  its  desire  to  get  through 
the  Bill.  As  a  Member  of  the  Qovem- 
Sir  John  Ray 
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mont  which  introduced  this  Bill,  I  think 
it  right  to  say  that  nothing  bos  been 
urged  to-night  which  has  in  the  least 
shaken  my  opinion  as  to  the  propriety 
of  confiding  tne  care  of  education  to  the 
Secretary  whose  Office  is  proposed  to 
be  created  by  this  Bill.  My  rieht 
hon.  Friend  (Sir  Lyon  Playfair)  be- 
gan his  speech  by  making  observa- 
tions of  a  general  kind  relating  to  the 
scope  and  effect  of  the  Bill,  and  then 
gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  effect  of 
introducing  education  into  the  Bill  would 
operate  disastrously  upon  the  interests 
of  education  in  Scotland.  While  I  fol- 
lowed him  with  close  attention,  I  fuled 
to  discover  in  what  particulars  this  pro- 
posed transfer  would  have  these  dis- 
astrous effects;  and  I  think  there  were 
some  admissions,  and  indeed  assertions, 
which  my  right  hon.  Friend  made  which 
go  very  far  indeed  to  justify  the  introduc- 
tion of  education  as  part  of  this  measure. 
He  admitted  that  the  present  system 
was  not  satisf actoiy ;  and  one  of  his 
earlier  remarks  by  way  of  oriticism  of 
the  Bill  was  that  it  was  founded  upon 
condemned  system.  He  did  not  say, 
)  I  understood,  that  what  the  Bill  pro- 
poses was  worse  than  what  now  esiete ; 
'lut  he  suggested  that  it  was  not  so 
•ood  as  something  which  was  promised, 
>ut  had  not  yet  been  fulfilled.  The 
standard  of  comparison  which  he  set 
up  was  not  so  much  between  the  present 
system,  which  he  condemned,  and  the 
new  proposal,  aa  between  the  latter  and 
the  system  which  wo  might  have  if  the 
recommendation  for  a  Minister  of  £du- 
oation  were  carried  out.  We  have  not 
got  that  yet ;  and  there  are  many  diffi- 
culties which  stand  in  the  way  of  the 
appointment  of  a  general  Minister  of 
Education.  I  agree  with  my  hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  Cochran-Patriok)  that, 
even  if  this  Bill  became  law,  it  would 
be  open  to  Parliament  in  its  wisdom 
at  any  future  time  to  reconsider  this 
question;  and  if  it  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  that  it  would  be  well  to 
have  a  Minister  of  Education,  educa- 
tion could  be  detached  from  the  Office 
of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  and  handed 
over  to  a  Minister  of  Education.  I  am 
not  anticipating  that.  I  am  only  saying 
this — that  the  passing  of  this  Bill  wi^ 
education  in  it  will  not  be  a  barrier  to 
the  creation  of  a  general  Minister  of 
Education,  if,  in  the  judgment  of  Par- 
liament and  of  the  country,  such  creotioa 
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should  ba  thought  desirable.  Just  let 
US  Bse  how  very  narrow,  after  all,  ths 
differences  are  betwean  vbat  my  right 
hon.  Friend  (Sir  Lyon  Playfair)  put  for- 
ward as  desirable  and  what  is  proposed 
in  the  BUI.  I  think  it  is  now  oommou 
ground  that  there  shoald  be  a  certain 
amount  of  separation  between  the  ad- 
minietratioa  of  English  and  Bcottiah 
educatiou.  That  is  one  of  the  very  things 
which  this  Bill  proposes  to  further. 
Again,  it  is  agreed  that  there  should  be 
two  Oommittses  of  the  Privy  Council. 
This  Bill  accepts  that  position,  and 
proposes  to  make  the  existing  Soottish 
Committee  of  the  Privy  Oounoil  a 
more  effectual  instrument  for  educa- 
tional purposes  than  it  is  at  present. 
These  are  two  things  in  regard  to 
which  not  only  the  arguments  advanced 
to-night,  but  the  recommendations  of 
the  Oommittee  presided  over  by  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  late  Ghancsllor 
of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Ohilders)  were 

S Tactically  agreed.  I  understand  that 
le  substanoe  of  the  proposal  of  that 
Committee  was  that  there  sbonld  be  a 
general  Minister  of  Education,  with  on 
English  Department,  presided  over  by 
one  Yice  President,  and  a  Scottish  Oom- 
mittee presided  over  by  another  Vice 
Freaidont.  There  you  have  all  the  ele- 
ments which  you  have  here,  except  the 
common  head  over  the  two.  So  that  if  the 
House  will  consider  for  a  moment  how 
very  slender  the  difference  is  they  will 
see  that  there  is  no  reason  for  rejecting 
this  proposal,  unless  some  cause  can  be 
shown  for  perpetuating  or  stereotyping 
the  two  separate  systems  which,  it  is 
admitted,  should  be  brought  into  exist- 
ence under  a  common  head.  The  hon. 
Member  for  the  Glasgow  and  Aberdeen 
TTniversities  (Mr.  J.  A.  Campbell)  began 
by  stating  correctly  that  in  Scotland  we 
have  different  Education  Acts,  a  different 
Code,  and  differeat  educational  tradi- 
tions. In  this  he  was  correct ;  but  I 
should  have  thought  that  these  premises 
\rould  have  led  to  the  conclusion  that 
there  should  be  a  separate  administra- 
tion. But,  by  some  strange  transi- 
tion, the  conclusion  which  he  seemed  to 
draw  was  that  you  should  put  one  man 
to  administer  both  Departments,  or  put 
two  sets  of  men  to  administer  them,  with 
one  more  or  less  ornamental  head  over 
the  two.  When  we  have  arrived  at  a 
time  when  there  are  separate  Acts,  sepa- 
rate history,  separate  conditions^  it  seems 
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the  most  natural  thing  in  the  world, 
when  the  Minister  is  being  created  to 
have  cognizance  of  many  of  the  most 
important  matters  in  Scotland,  that  this 
matter  of  education  should  be  trans- 
ferred to  him.  That  is  the  proposal  of 
the  Bill.  My  right  hon.  Friend  (Sir  Lyon 
Playfair),  in  moving  bis  Besolution, 
spoke  of  the  progress  which  has  been 
made  in  educational  matters  in  Sootland. 
It  has  been  great,  and  I  hope  it  will 
continue  to  be  great.  But  has  that  been 
due  to  a  system  of  common  administra- 
tion ?  My  right  hon.  Friend  says 
"Yes,  entirely."  I  do  not  agree  with 
that  at  all.  It  was  due,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, to  the  passing  of  the  Education 
Act  of  1872.  Although  it  is  quite  true 
that  every  credit  is  due  to  theDepartment 
in  Whitehall,  a  Board  sat  in  Edinburgh 
for  a  considerable  time,  and  aided  in 
starting  the  administration  of  that  Act. 
It  was  the  great  Act  of  1872  which 
adapted  the  parish  schools  of  John 
Knox  to  the  existing  conditions  ;  but  I 
submit  that  though  the  Act  was  launched 
and  started  with  the  aid  of  a  temporary 
Board,  it  would  not  have  succeeded  any 
the  less  if  it  had  been  launched  and 
started  under  a  Scottish  Secretary. 
While  I  should  be  sorry  indeed  to  deny 
to  the  Department  the  credit  justly  due 
to  it  for  toe  manner  in  which  it  has  ad- 
ministered that  Act,  still  I  fail  to  see 
that  the  administration  by  the  Depart* 
ment  was  the  cause,  or  at  all  events  the 
sole  cause,  of  the  admitted  advance  of 
education  in  Sootland.  I  do  not  say 
that  it  would  have  been  alti^ether 
better,  or  that  it  would  have  been  worse, 
if  thsre  bad  been  a  separate  administra- 
tion of  that  Act  in  Scotland.  I  believe, 
in  some  respects,  it  would  have  been 
better  if  there  had  been  a  more  direct 
and  close  connection  between  the  official 
— whoever  he  was — and  Scotland,  ii 
there  had  been  more  immediate  and  di- 
rect access  to  him  ;  and  if  he  had  had  his 
undivided  attention  devoted  to  Scottish 
education  I  do  not  see  how  that 
could  have  given  a  worse  result.  But 
it  is  said  that,  in  some  way,  the  advan- 
tages of  deriving  light  from  what  is 
going  on  in  English  educational  matters 
will  be  lost  by  this  change.  Why  should 
that  bo?  I  do  not  suppose,  if  this  Bill 
passes,  and  education  is  assigned  to  the 
new  Minister,  he  will  shut  his  eyes  to 
what  the  English  Department  is  doing. 
I  hope  he  wiU  keep  his  eyes  and  his  ears 
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open  to  ererytliing^  that  is  passing.  Of 
course,  he  would  not  be  influenced  b; 
that,  except  in  so  far  as  hie  reason  dic- 
tated. He  would  not  be  obliged  to  as- 
sent to  what  he  did  not  think  right ;  but 
if  he  saw  anything  which  he  thought 
was  an  improvement,  he  would  adopt 
it  because  it  was  an  improvement.  Is 
it  not  possible  that  there  may  be 
a  oertain  advantage  in  an  honour- 
able emulation  between  the  English 
and  Scotch  in  educational  matters  ?  I 
should  think  it  is  very  probable  that  if 
you  have  one  Minister  administering 
English,  and  another  Minister  adminis- 
tering ScottiBh  education,  they  will 
each  desire  to  do  their  beat,  and  each 
wish  to  show  that  his  educational  sys- 
tem is  superior  to  the  other.  The  possi- 
bihty  of  a  Minister  of  Education  oeinK 
appointed  at  some  future  time  is  no 
reason  against  this  measure  of  reform 
being  passed  now.  We  know  that,  un- 
der existing  conditions,  wa  cannot  get 
Acts  passed  as  we  desire  them ;  and  if 
we  are  not  to  go  a  practicable  step  in  a 
certain  direction  because  there  is  a  pos- 
sibility of  a  larger  proposal  coming  up 
for  consideration  by  Farliamsnt,  there 
might  be  an  almost  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  many  reforms.  Something 
Las  been  said  in  regard  to  Scottish 
opinion ;  and,  no  doubt,  aa  we  have 
heard  this  evening,  there  is  a  division 
of  opinion  in  Scotland  on  this  subject. 
But,  as  far  aa  I  have  been  able  to 
collect  it — and  I  have  taken  a  good 
deal  of  pains  to  do  bo  —  the  pre- 
ponderance of  Scottish  opinion  is 
in  favour  of  the  inclusion  of  educa- 
tion in  the  Bill.  Of  course,  if  this 
question  goes  to  a  division,  we  shall 
have  an  opportunity  of  learning  the 
sentiments  of  those  who  represent  iScot- 
tish  opinion  in  this  House.  I  do  not 
desire  to  detain  the  House  longer.  I 
thought  it  right  to  make  these  observa- 
tions, in  order  to  show  that  I  see  no 
cause  whatever  to  go  back  on  the  Beso- 
lution  in  pursuance  of  which  this  Bill 
was  introduced  with  education  in  it. 

The  lord  of  the  TEEASUEY 
(Ur.  Dalryhplb]  said,  he  was  anxious 
to  say  a  few  words  on  this  Bill,  for 
more  reasons  than  one.  Before  he  gave 
those  reasons,  the  House  would,  per- 
haps,  allow  him  to  say  that,  so  far  as 
he  understood,  there  was  no  difference 
of  opinioD  in  the  House  on  the  point  of 
including  education  in  the  Bill.  The 
ifr.  J.  B.  Balfour 


only  question  was  as  to  the  degree  in 
which  education  should  be  included  in 
the  Bill.  His  right  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  (Mr.  J.  B.  Balfour)  had  referred 
to  the  Board  of  Education  in  Edinburgh, 
which  existed  £rst  in  1872,  and  which 
did  so  much  to  put  the  Education  Act 
into  operation.  He  (Mr.  Dalrymple) 
maintained  that  the  fact  that  that  Board 
was  provisional,  and  not  continued,  was 
a  proof  that  it  had  been  intended 
that  in  future  the  Act  uhould  be  worked 
from  Whitehall.  He  desired,  before 
he  forgot  it,  to  refer  to  a  remark  made 
fay  the  hon.  Qentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Falkirk  (Mr.  Eamsay)  concern- 
ing the  great  feeling  shown  in  Edin- 
burgh two  years  ago  upon  the  question 
of  education.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
referred  to  the  meeting  which  was  held 
in  Edinbui^h  at  that  time.  It  was, 
however,  &  peculiar  circumstance,  bat 
one  worth  mentioning,  that  at  that 
great  meeting  the  question  of  education 
was  not  referred  to. 

Mb.  EAMSAY :  I  supported  a  Eeso- 
lution  myself  ia  reference  to  education 
and  all  distinctively  Scottish  Business. 

Mr.  DAIiEYMFLE:  Then  I  stand 
corrected. 

Mr.BAMSAY:  It  was  not  mentioned 
at  the  deputation. 

Ma.  DALEYMPLE  said,  he  did  not 
think  any  very  great  stress  was  laid 
upon  the  question  at  the  meeting,  and 
for  a  very  good  reason.  The  two  first 
resolutions  at  that  famous  meeting  were 
moved  by  two  noblemen  whom  he  would 
designate  as  Lords  A  and  B— [Prw*  of 
"  Name !  "}— well,  Lords  Aberdeen  and 
Balfour  of  Surleigh— and  they  differed 
entirely  in  rega^  to  the  question  of 

Sutting  education  under  the  Secretary 
}r  Scotland.  It  was  not  likely,  there- 
fore, that  the  question  of  education  was 
mentioned  very  much  at  the  meeting. 
But  he  would  pass  on — he  had  only 
mentioned  that  to  show  that  the  refer- 
ence of  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Bam- 
say)  was  a  type  of  the  language  which 
was  used  in  regard  to  this  subject.  Be- 
ferenoe  had  been  made  to  the  enthu- 
siasm for  this  measure,  and  the  enthu- 
siasm was  interpreted  aa  enthusiasm  for 
the  educational  proposals  of  the  Bill. 
There  was  enthusiasm  about  the  mea- 
sure, but  there  was  no  enthusiasm  about 
the  educational  proposals  of  the  Bill, 
because  there  was  no  unanimity  upon 
those  proposals.    He  had  said  tliat  for 
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more  reasons  than  one  he  was  snsious 
to  flay  a  few  words  oa  this  Bill.  He 
did  not  agree  altogether  with  the  eda- 
oationel  proposals  in  the  Bill ;  and,  fur- 
thermore,  two  years  ago  he  led  the  op- 
poeition  to  the  Bill  for  the  establishment 
of  a  Local  QoTemment  Board  in  Soot- 
land.  He  held  thoa,  and  he  held  now, 
that  the  Bill  had  not  then  been  properly 
thought  out.  It  was  thrown  oat  in 
"another  place,"  and  he  believed  no 
one  ever  regretted  its  loss.  By  the  fate 
of  that  Bill  time  was  given  for  public 
opinion  to  be  matured  upon  the  ques- 
tion; and  even  if  he  were  disposed  to 
resist  this  measure,  which,  indeed,  he 
was  not,  he  should  admit  that  there  had 
been  in  Scotland  a  great  advance  of 
opinion  in  favour  of  the  measure.  It 
'was  sot  too  much  to  say  that  many 
people  were  possessed  with  the  idea  of 
having  a  Scotch  Minister  to  manage 
their  affairs.  People  might  differ  as  to 
the  title  to  be  given  to  the  new  Minister ; 
they  might  differ  as  to  the  aul^ects 
which  were  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Mi- 
nister ;  they  might  differ  aa  to  die  ex- 
pectations they  entertained  of  the  ap- 
pointment ;  but  there  was  no  difference, 
80  far  as  he  knew,  as  to  the  appointment 
itself,  and  accordingly  a  very  great  in- 
terest was  taken  in  this  Bill.  The  truth 
was  that  their  defect  in  Scotland,  as  was 
very  well  said  some  time  ago  by  the 
noble  Earl  who  took  charge  of  the  Bill 
in  "  another  place  "  (the  Earl  of  Eoee- 
bery),  was  not  legislative,  hut  ozeoutivo. 
It  was  not  legislative,  because  the  Scotch 
Members  were  in  the  habit,  generally 
speaking,  of  agreeing  on  measuroA  re- 
lating to  Scotland  entirely  without  re- 
ference to  the  side  of  the  miuee  on  which 
they  sat ;  and  even  in  a  very  congested 
Session  of  Parliament  it  was  sometimes 
possible,  in  consequence  of  that  agree- 
ment, to  pass  Bills  relating  to  Scotland. 
The  defect  was  exeoutive.  He  did  not 
wish  to  reflect  in  any  degree  upon  the  dis- 
tinguished men  who  had  filled  theOfflce  of 
Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland  ;  but  the  very 
droumstances  which  had  led  to  this  Bill 
had  somewhat  altered  the  position  of 
that  offlcial.  This  movement  had  made 
the  position  of  Lord  Advocate  somewhat 
provisional,  so  far  as  his  lay  character 
was  ooncemed.  Anyone  who  had  seen 
the  room  at  the  Home  Office  in  which 
the  Lord  Advocate  sat  would  not  doubt 
for  a  moment  that  his  condition  had  of 
late  years  been  of  a  provisional  kind. 


It  was  a  small  and  dark  apartment,  and 
he  doubted  if  it  was  even  wholesome. 
The  room  was  typical  of  the  way 
in  which  Scotehmen  carried  on  their 
affairs  throughout  the  world ;  they 
carried  them  on  in  spite  of  the  most 
adverse  circumstances.  But  let  him 
say  there  was  no  reason  why,  if  this 
Bill  passed,  the  position  of  the  Lord 
Advocate  should  not  be  enduring. 
The  Lord  Advocate  would  still  be  an 
officer  of  State  for  Scotland ;  he  would 
have,  as  heretofore,  a  great  deal  of 
patronage  in  his  hands ;  he  would  re- 
tain his  conneotion  with  the  Home  De- 
partment in  reference  to  the  administra- 
tion of  law  in  Scotland,  and  he  would 
be  the  Legal  Adviser  for  Scotland.  Be- 
vorting  to  the  qnestion  of  the  feeling  in 
Scotland  in  favour  of  the  Bill,  he  might 
say  that  he  had  been  at  some  pains  to 
examine  the  Petitions  which  had  been 
presented,  because  the  language  used 
about  the  Petitions  had  been  so  very 
wild.  It  had  been  said  that  the  school 
boards  were  unanimously  in  favour  of 
the  proposed  transfer  of  the  control  of 
education  to  the  new  Minister;  but  he 
doubted  that  that  was  so.  There  was  a 
body  known  as  the  Oonvention  of  Hoyal 
Burghs  in  Scotland,  and  hon.  Membera 
were  in  the  habit  of  attaching  consider- 
able importance  to  its  opinions  when  its 
opinions  were  favourable  to  their  view 
of  any  oase.  When,  however,  its  opi- 
nions were  contrary  to  those  of  hon. 
Members  the  Body  was  spoken  of  as  of 
no  importance.  Le^  year  that  Body  was 
apparently  unanimous  about  putting  edu- 
cation under  the  Secretary  for  Scotland ; 
but  this  year  it  was  so  divided  on  the 
question  Hiat  by  a  bare  majority  of  two 
it  saved  itself  from  stultifying  itself  by 
reversing  its  former  decision.  Whatever 
enthusiasm  had  been  shown  iu  Scodand 
for  the  Bill  it  could  not  have  reference 
to  the  educational  part  of  the  measure. 
Tho  proposal  about  education  as  it  stood 
in  the  Bill  was  never  even  in  print  in 
the  House  of  Lords  before  it  was  in- 
troduoed.  To  show  how  suddenly  the 
educational  proposal  was  made,  he  might 
say  he  remembered  the  Lord  President 
of  the  Council  saying  that  until  he  came 
down  to  the  Honse  of  Lords  he  had  never 
seen  it.  One  other  statement  had  been 
made — namely,  that  Scotland  had  made 
up  its  mind  tohavechargeof  ito  own  edu- 
cation. No  one  was  opposed  to  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  being  identified  with  the 
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management  of  ednc&tion,  the  only  qnea- 
tion  was  as  to  thedegree  of  tbat  manage- 
ment.  He  rejoiced  more  than  he  could 
Bay  that  when  Her  Majesty's  GoTern- 
ment  took  up  this  Bill  the  subject  ol 
education  was  left  an  open  one.  There 
waa  great  diTision  of  opinion  about  it ; 
it  was  not  an  essential  part  of  the  Bill; 
but  there  was  no  sort  of  reason  why  the 


difference  of  opi 
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any  way  imperil  the  passiDg  of  the  Bill. 
He  had  given  the  utmost  thought  not 
only  to  the  whole  Bill,  but  to  thin  par- 
tioular  part  ot  it ;  and  he  confessed  that 
he  cared  more  for  the  fate  of  Soottish 
.education  than  he  did  for  eking  out  a 
sufficient  amount  of  work  for  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland.  It  vaa  of  more  im- 
portance that  the  Soottish  education 
of  the  future  should  be  thoroughly  well 
managed  than  that  the  Secretary  for 
Sootland  should  have  hie  time  fully  occu- 
pied ;  and  yet  he  held  that  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland's  time  might  be  fully 
ooonpied  even  if  he  had  no  coooem  at  all 
with  education.  Let  the  House  remem- 
ber that  the  proposal  to  include  eduoa- 
tJon  was  no  part  of  the  Bill  of  ISBS,  and 
no  part  of  the  Bill  of  1884,  and  that  in 
its  present  ehape  it  was  no  part  of  the 
Bill  of  1885  as  introduced.  ["Oh!"] 
He  was  not,  and  no  one  else  was,  pro- 
posing to  put  education  out  of  the  Bill ; 
but  he  maiutmned  that  the  particular 
form  in  which  education  was  referred  to 
in  the  Bill  was  no  part  of  the  Bill  as  the 
Bill  was  at  first  introduced ;  and,  there- 
fore, it  was  open  to  them  in  Committee 
to  consider  the  exact  shape  in  which 
education  should  bs  embodied,  It  was 
becaote  he  remembered  that  there  had 
been  some  dissatisf  action  in  recent  times 
with  the  management  of  Scotch  educa- 
tion in  detail  that  he  oonsidored  it  was 
important  that  the  Scotch  Committee  of 
the  Privy  Connoil  should  be  strengthened, 
and  that  its  Members  should  receive  the 
addition,  amongst  others,  of  so  well- 
known  a  friend  of  Soottish  education 
as  Sir  FranoiB  Sandford.  Now,  he  (Mr 
Dalrymple)  submitted  that  instead  of 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  being  a  Vice 
President  of  the  Council  for  Scotland  he 
should  be  an  M  ogieio  Member  of  the 
Scottish  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council, 
and  that  there  should  be  a  Secretary 
told  off  in  the  Department  to  be  at 
the  special  call  of  the  Sootdeh  Com- 
mittee, and  that  he  should  he  epecially 
informed,  by  being  a  Scotchman,  of  the 
Mr.  Dabymplt 


needs  of  Soottish  education.  That  was 
a  proposal  which  a  large  school  hoard 
in  the  West  of  Scotland,  and  a  great 
many  elsewhere  in  Scotland,  were  in 
favour  of.  They  were  not  in  favour  of 
including  education  in  the  Bill,  hut  they 
were  in  favour  of  such  a  connection  as  he 
had  specified  between  the  Secretary  for 
Sootland  and  education ;  they  did  not 
want  to  supersede  the  present  Yice 
President,  whose  equal  he  never  could 
be,  because  the  English  Vice  President 
was  a  Member  of  the  Cabinet,  and  it  was 
not  contended  that  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  should  be  always  in  theCabinet. 
He  was  all  for  recognizing  the  pecu- 
liarities of  Scottish  education ;  and  his 
idea  was  that  the  management  of  Scot- 
tish education  should  be  distinct,  but 
not  separate.  It  should  be  distinct, 
inasmuch  as  those  chained  with  it 
should  be  the  Scotch  Committee,  of 
which  the  Secretary  for  Sootland  would 
be  a  Member ;  and  who  could  doubt  that 
that  Minister  would  be  put  in  the  Chair 
in  the  absence  of  the  Lord  President  ? 
On  the  other  hand,  no  enoouragemeat 
should  begiven  to  the  idea  of  separating 
the  management  of  Scottish  education 
from  the  management  of  English  edu- 
cation within  the  Department.  This 
was  the  only  modification  he  had  to  sug- 
gest in  regard  to  the  educational  pro- 
posals of  the  Bill.  Its  adoption  would 
not  only  satisfy  his  right  hon.  Friend 
(Sir  Lyon  Playfair},  who  moved  the 
Amendment  to  the  Motion  that  the 
Speaker  left  the  Chair ;  but  it  was  ap- 
proved by  all  the  Members  fh>m  Scotland 
who  sat  on  the  Ministerial  side  of  the 
House ;  and  Qontlemen  who  sat  on  the 
Opposition  Benches,  to  whom  he  had 
had  an  opportunity  of  mentioning  it 
from  time  to  time,  regarded  it  as  a  fair 
oompromise-  The  recommendations  of 
what  was  known  as  the  Ohildera  Com- 
mittee were  not  before  the  House  at  the 
present  time;  but  what  he  asked  of 
hon.  Members  was  that  the  recommen- 
dations of  that  Committee  should  not  be 
prejudiced  by  anything  they  did  now. 
He  put  it  to  the  House  whether  this 
modified  proposal  as  to  the  new  Secre- 
tary being  an  ex  offMo  Member  of  the 
Scotch  Committee  was  not  less  calcu- 
lated to  prejudice  the  larger  question 
hereafter  than  was  the  proposal  to  create 
the  new  Secretair  a  Vice  President  of 
the  Council?  While  he  siooerely  de- 
sired to  support  the  Bill  as  a  whole,  he 
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shoulcl  be  ver7  glad  if  the  House,  when 
it  got  into  Committee,  thought  proper  to 
accept  this  modiSed  plan  in  refeTonce 
to  education,  which  he  really  believed 
Tould  unite  a  great  number  of  persons. 
Mb.  W.  E.  FOESTER:  I  assure  the 
Scotch  Uembera  and  the  Oommittee 
generally  that  I  will  not  detain  them 
more  than  a  very  few  minutes.  I  feel 
this  is  a  Scottish  question,  and  I  would 
not  hare  intervened  at  all  except  lor  my 
interest  in  education  generally,  and  for 
the  fact  that  I  happened  to  be  in  OfBoe 
when  the  English  Bill  was  brought  in, 
and  when  the  Scotch  BiU  was  brought 
in  with  great  ability  by  the  Lord  Ad- 
Tooate  of  that  time.  It  was  my  businees 
to  assist  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Qen- 
tleman  in  conducting  the  Bill,  and  to  do 
my  best  afterwards  in  administeTing 
the  Bill.  This  is  a  matter  in  which 
Scottish  feeling  and  the  views  of  Scot- 
tish Members  ought  to  be  mainly  con- 
sidered ;  and  although  I  have  a  rather 
strong  opinion  in  favour  of  the  view  of 
the  right  hon.  Qentleman  the  Member 
for  the  Universities  of  Edinburgh  and 
St.  Andrews  (Sir  Lyon  Playfoir)  I  do 
not  know  that  I  should  have  ventured 
to  express  it  if  the  opinion  of  the  8oot- 
tishMembers  was  strongly  the  other  way. 
But  certainly  it  is  quite  clear,  from  the 
debate  to-night,  that  there  is  a  very 
Donnderable  amount  of  Scottish  support 
of  m^  right  hon.  Friend.  The  real 
point  in  dispute  ia  whether  education  in 
Scotland  will  suffer  or  not  by  Scottish 
education  being  put  into  the  hands  of  a 
Minister  perfectly  distinct  from  the 
Minister  having  charge  of  education  in 
England.  I  have  not  the  elightest 
doubt  that  oduoation  in  England  will 
suffer  by  the  change ;  but  hon.  Members 
will  eny — "  That  ia  your  look  out ;  we 
do  not  much  care  about  that."  Of  course, 
I  feel  that  we  have  gained  a  great  deal 
in  England  by  the  example  which  Soot- 
land  has  set  us,  and  by  the  hinta  that 
we  have  received  from  Scotland,  though 
the  advantage  is  not  altogether  one- 
sided. The  old  system  of  education  in 
SeoUand  was  something  that  wae 
quite  wonderful  in  its  time;  itwaaan 
example  not  only  to  England,  but  to  all 
Europe.  But  the  aooial  condition  of 
Seotiand  haa  to  some  extent  changed, 
and  you  have  now  very  luge  popula- 
tions in  towns,  aa  wtt  have  in  Eng- 
land, and  there  was  the  fear  that  the 
children  of  the  poor  would  be  somewhat 
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neglected  by  the  old  system  of  higher 
education  for  the  peasants  of  the  coun- 
try. There  is  now  a  feeling  that  there 
are  two  perfectly  different  educational 
systems;  and  it  is  said — "Letuahavea 
Scottish  Department  with  a  Scotchman 
at  its  head,  and  au  English  Department 
with  an  Englishman  at  its  head."  I 
think  that  as  matters  are  worked  at  pre- 
sent Scotland  gets  far  more  than  its 
share,  and  very  rightly,  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  education  of  Ctreat  Britain. 
Take  the  facts.  The  late  Fermanent 
Secretary,  Sir  Francis  Sandford,  was  a 
Scotchman  with  Scotch  views  which  ho 
never  forgot.  The  present  Permanent 
Secretary,  my  friend  Mr.  Oumin,  is  also 
a  Scotchman;  and  you  may  be  quite  sure 
from  that,  that  Scotchmen,  knowing  so 
much  as  they  do  about  education,  will 
have  a  very  strong  representation  in 
the  Education  Department.  But,  after 
all,  the  real  question  is  this — It  is  not 
proposed  that  there  should  be  a  Tico 
President  for  Scottish  education,  and 
that  he  should  have  nothing  else  to  do 
— it  ia  admitted  that  Scotland,  with 
a  population  under  4,000,000,  could 
hardly  expect  that  there  should  be 
a  special  officer  of  State  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  that  if  there  was  he  would 
be  over-shadowed  by  the  other  offi- 
cers of  State  who  had  more  to  de- 
but that  the  management  of  Scottish 
education  should  be  entrusted  to  a 
Soottiah  Miniater  who  has  many  other 
things  to  attend  to.  Is  it  likely  that 
education  would  be  attended  to  better 
by  such  a  Minister  thau  by  a  Vice  Pre- 
sident of  Education  who  has  nothing 
but  education  in  Great  Britain  to  attend 
to  ?  Speaking  with  some  degree  of 
practical  experience,  I  have  not  the 
slightest  hesitation  in  eaying  that  edu- 
cation in  SooUand  would  gain  more  by 
the  carrying  on  of  the  present  system 
than  by  the  change.  Now,  what  you 
want  is  a  Minister  who  has  nothing  else 
to  do  but  to  attend  to  education,  and  the 
difference  between  Scottish  education 
and  English  education  is  nothing  ap- 
proaching the  difference  between  Plica- 
tion and  the  other  matters  that  will  have 
to  be  dealt  with  by  a  Soottiah  Minister. 
I  have  had  some  littie  experience  in  Ire- 
land also.  Of  course  there  were  circum- 
stancea  in  Ireland  thattookone's  attention 
from  everything  else  ;  but  I  was  greatly 
interested  in  education,  and  I  would 
have  been   delighted   if  I  could  havQ 
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attended  to  it.  General  bttsineM  pre- 
vented me  g:inng  that  attention  to  edu- 
cational matters  which  I  should  haTe 
liked  togire.  And  vhatwasthe  result? 
Why,  that  education  in  Ireland  fell  into 
the  hands  of  a  Board,  and  I  fear  that 
the  result  of  the  change  now  proposed 
will  be  that  educatioii  in  Scotland  will 
fall  into  the  hands  of  a  Board.  I  have 
no  doubt  some  hon.  Members  prefer 
that ;  but  what  is  the  meaning  of  it  T 
The  mora  the  oontrol  of  education  fell 
into  the  handa  of  a  Board,  the  more  it 
fell  out  of  the  hands  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  or  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  BepreeautatiTeB  of  the  people.  I 
would  hardly  renture  to  exprsM  my 
opinion  upon  the  Bubject  it  educational 
anthonties  in  Scotland  were  strongly  on 
the  other  side;  but,  ao  f ar  oa  I  can 
make  out,  they  are  in  favour  of  the  view 
of  mr  right  hon.  Friend  (Sir  Lyon 
Flayfoir).  Now,  the  schoolmasters  of 
Scotland  are  a  remarkably  intelligent 
body  of  men.  They  take  an  immense 
interest  in  their  Profession,  and  rarely 
have  I  received  so  strong  and  earnest  a 
deputation  as  the  deputation  of  Scotch 
schoolmasters  who  waited  upon  me  two 
or  three  weeks  ago  to  protest  against 
this  Bill.  They  contended  that  if  the 
Bill  paued  the  cause  of  education  in 
Scotland  will  suffer,  and  they  were  par- 
tioularly  alarmed  at  the  idea  of  oduca* 
tjon  getting  into  the  handa  of  a  Board, 
and  out  of  the  inmiediate  cognizance  of 
the  House  of  Commons.  Well,  then, 
it  is  true  that  there  have  been  some 
school  boards  petitioning  in  favour  of 
the  plan  proposed  by  the  Bill.  But  my 
right  hon.  Friend  (Sir  Lyon  Playfair) 
teUs  me  Hiere  are  980  school  boards,  so 
that  there  cannot  be  any  very  strong 
feeling  in  favour  of  the  Bill,  because 
only  3S  school  boards  have  petitioned 
for  it,  and  these  36  only  represent  a 
population  of  80,000.  There  are  not 
two  more  important  boards  in  the  whole 
of  Scotland  than  those  of  Glasgow  and 
Qovan.  When  I  was  down  in  Glasgow, 
I  found  that  the  education  there  was 
managed  economically,  with  the  greatest 
possible  efficiency,  with  full  respect  to 
the  Scottish  feeling  on  higher  education. 
I  had  the  honour  of  opening  a  higher 
board  school  in  Govan,  a  suburb  which, 
as  hon.  Uembera  know,  has  inoreaaed 
more  rapidly  than  any  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  The  population  of 
Qovan  has  increased  in  10  years  from 
J/r,  W.  E.  Forittr 
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60,000  to  110,000,  and  with  this  large 
increase  the  school  board  has  kept  pace, 
not  only  in  the  matter  of  mere  elemen- 
tary teaching,  but  with  higher  teaching. 
I  venture  to  state  that  there  is  more 
feeling  in  the  two  boards  of  Glasgow 
and  Qovan  against  this  Bill  than  there 
is  in  the  36  boards  which  have  peti- 
tioned in  favour  of  the  meaeore.  There 
is  also  the  large  town  of  Dundee.  That 
takea  the  same  line,  and  I  am  told  that 
in  Aberdeen  there  is  a  greater  feeling 
against  the  Bill  than  for  it.  Uy  hon. 
Friend  the  Hember  for  Aberdeen  (Ur. 
Webster)  is  one  of  the  best  authorities 
on  education  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  I  hope  I  do  not  anticipate  him 
when  I  say  he  agrees  with  my  right  hon. 
Friend  (Sir  Lyon  Playfair).  I  think 
we  ought  to  know  what  the  view  of  the 
Government  is.  My  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Buteshire  (Mr.  Dahymple) 
made  a  very  good  speech ;  but,  so  far  as 
I  could  make  out,  he  is  in  favour  of  the 
view  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  (Sir  Lyon 
Playfair)  on  ttie  question  of  education. 
Did  he  speak  on  behalf  of  the  Govern- 
ment or  not  ?  Surely  we  ought  to  know 
that.  The  question  of  education  is  one 
of  immense  importance  to  Scotland. 
Whether  you  make  this  change  or  not,  it 
does  seem  to  me  to  be  rather  a  atroi^ 
measure  to  propose  it  on  a  Bill  brought 
in  in  the  very  last  days  of  a  Parliament. 
It  appears  tome  that  if  the  Government 
are  rather  unfavourable  to  it,  it  ought 
to  be  left  for  the  decision  of  tjie  Sootcit 
people  in  the  Sleotion  which  will  soon 
take  place.  I  thank  the  House  for  the 
patience  vrith  which  they  have  listened 
to  me. 

Mb.  MDIf  DELIA :  I  must  apologize 
to  hon.  Members  from  Scotland  for 
taking  any  part  in  this  debate ;  but 
during  the  last  two  years  this  Bubjeict 
has  been  so  constantly  before  me,  and  I 
have  received  so  many  deputations  and 
representations  on  this  question,  that  it 
is  only  fair  to  those  who  have  been  at 
so  much  pains  to  bring  their  views 
before  me  that  I  should  state  what 
those  views  are,  and  how  they  bear  on 
Scottish  education.  I  had  hoped  to  have 
risen  after  I  had  learned  the  views  of 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Vice  Pre- 
sident of  the  Council  (Mr.  £.  Stanhope). 
It  is  significant  he  is  not  in  his 
place  at  Uiis  time  to  give  us  the  views 
of  the  Government  upon  this  subject.  I 
am  aure  he  must  have  some  views  on 
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tbe  question,  and  I  hare  Tory  little 
doubt  vhat  those  Tievs  are.  Now,  bjr 
this  Bill  it  is  proposed  to  transfer  tbe 
management  of  Scottish  education  to 
tbe  uev  Secretary  for  Scotland.  I  would 
not  venture  for  a  moment  to  dispute 
the  right  of  tbe  Soottisb  people  to 
have  a  8ecretai7  for  Scotland,  or  to  ad- 
minister ScottidL  eduoation  in  Soatland. 
If  a  Minister  were  appointed  to  manage 
Scottish  eduoation  solely  and  exclusiTely, 
I  do  not  think  anyone  in  this  House 
vould  have  any  right  to  complain.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  if  a  Minister  devoted 
his  whole  time  to  the  work  he  would  do 
it  well ;  but  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  to 
make  such  an  appointment  would  be  p. 
comparatively  reactionary  step.  It  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  this  is  not  the 
Bill  which  was  introduced  in  the  House 
of  Lords.  The  Bill  now  stands  in  the 
moet  anomalous  shape,  reducing,  as  it 
does,  the  position  of  the  new  Secretary, 
with  respect  to  education,  to  an  ab- 
surdity. The  new  Secretary  would  have 
to  deal  with  50  or  60  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  he  would  have  to  administer  the 
Cattle  Diseases  Acts;  he  would  have 
Home  OEGce,  Local  Government  Board, 
and  other  Scotch  work  to  attend  to ;  and 
he  would  not  be,  as  it  was  intended  he 
should  be,  the  sole  administrator  of  the 
Education  Department  in  Scotland.  He 
would  simply  be  the  Vice  President  for 
tbe  Bducatiou  Department  of  Scotland 
under  the  English  Lord  President,  and 
the  English  Lord  President  will  sit  in 
the  Privy  Council  Office,  and  the  Scot- 
tish Minister  will  sit,  I  suppose,  in  the 
Home  Office.  The  whole  of  the  patron- 
age of  the  Scotch  Education  Department 
will  be  vested  in  the  English  Lord  Pre- 
udent,  and  there  is  not  a  single  act  the 
new  Secretary  can  do  that  may  not  be 
vetoed  at  any  moment  by  the  English 
Lord  President.  I  cannot  conceive  any- 
tbing  more  anomalous  or  more  absurd 
than  the  position  in  which  the  Bill  stands 
at  the  present  moment.  Talk  about  a 
step  in  advance !  It  is  many  steps  back- 
wards. It  is  not  a  step  in  the  direction 
in  which  we  have  been  going ;  but  it  is 
a  decidedly  reaotionary  step,  and  one 
which  I  believe  will  be  fraught  with 
disaster  to  education  in  Scotland.  My 
right  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  late 
Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  J.  B.  Balfour)  was 
very  adroit  in  taking  advantage  of  a 
statement  made  by  my  right  bon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  the  Universities  of  Edin- 
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bui^b  and  St.  Andrew's  (Sir  Lyon  Play- 
fair)  to  tbe  effect  that  the  present  system 
is  not  altogether  satisfactory.  It  is  quite 
true  that  the  present  system  is  not  alto- 
gether satisfactory ;  but  why  is  that  so  ? 
If  my  right  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
(Mr.  J.  B.  Balfour)  refers  to  the  Beport 
of  the  Committee,  he  will  see  that  ths 
present  system  is  not  satisfactoi?,  be- 
cause we  have  do  responsible  Minister 
for  Education.  Whatare  yon  doing  by 
this  Bill?  You  are  making  confusion 
worse  confounded ;  youaremakiugaTice 
President  who  is  not  to  administer  in 
his  owu  Office  his  own  Department,  but 
who  must  go  to  another  Office,  under 
the  Lord  President,  where  he  will  have 
to  ask  for  whatever  staff  he  may  require, 
and  will  have  to  submit  all  hie  Minutes, 
schemes,  and  Codes  to  the  Lord  Pre- 
sident's approval.  Now,  with  respect 
to  the  present  administration.  My  right 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  W.  E.  Forster)  bos 
spoken  in  the  most  eulogistic  terme  of 
Sir  Francis  Sandford.  Sir  Francis  Sand- 
ford  has  been  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
as  well  as  for  England  ever  since  the 
passing  of  the  Act  of  1S72  ;  and  I  may 
say,  from  five  years' association  with  him, 
that,  as  Secretary  for  Scotland  and  for 
England,  he  did  his  duty  faithfully  and 
well.  The  Sootch  part  of  bis  work  he 
did  with  affection,  and,  so  far  from  Scot- 
land having  been  neglected  under  Sir 
Francis  Sandford' s  administration,  it 
always  had  his  first  thoughts  and  best 
efforts.  Scotland  has  not  suffered  under 
the  present  administration.  If  she  has 
suffered,  it  has  been  owing  to  the  agita- 
tion of  the  last  two  years.  All  educa* 
tionalists  in  Scotland — all  thosewhobave 
administered  education  and  care  about 
its  progress,  are  thoroughly  opposed  to 
putting  education  under  a  Scottish  Se- 
cretary. I  am  peaking  from  what  I 
actually  know.  I  have  met  the  educa- 
tionalists in  Scotland,  and  have  found 
a  singular  unanimity  in  tbis  respect. 
There  are  two  Members  for  the  four 
Universities  in  Scotland,  and  both  of 
them  have  spoken  against  the  educa- 
tional proposals  of  the  Bill,  and  six  out 
of  the  eight  Scotch  Members  who  have 
spoken  in  this  debate  have  declared 
against  these  proposals.  My  right  hon. 
^eud  the  Member  for  Bradford  (Mr. 
W.  E,  Forster)  referred  to  the  great 
school  boards  of  Glasgow  and  Govan  as 
being  opposed  to  the  inclusion  of  educa- 
tion in  the  Bill.    He  might  haye  added 
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Dundee  and  Perth  and  Aberdeen.  AU 
the  great  communities  in  Scotland  are 
in  faTouT  of  the  Bill,  bttt  against  the 
inclusion  of  education.  One  of  the  hon. 
Members  for  Glasgow  is  in  farour  of  it, 
bnt  the  other  is  against  it ;  and  I  may 
oaj  that  Mr.  Qeorge  Anderson,  than 
whom  Scotland  never  had  a  better  Be- 
presentative  on  educational  matters,  be- 
sought me  to  oppose  as  strongl;  as  I 
ooold  the  transfer  of  Scottish  education 
to  a  Scottish  Secretary.  I  will  not  de- 
tain the  House  long ;  bat  just  let  me 
point  out  that  which  has  been  referred 
to  by  various  other  Members — namely, 
what  will  be  the  position  of  this  much' 
ooonpied  Scotch  Secretary.  Will'he  be 
able  to  deal  with  Scotch  education  when 
he  is  Vice  Presideut  of  the  Scotch  Council 
of  Education?  No;  be  will  have  no- 
thing to  do  with  any  part  of  Scotch  edu- 
cation except  the  literary  department. 
Will  he  be  a  Minister  representing  the 
Science  and  Art  Department — will  he 
have  anything  to  do  with  the  teaching 
of  Art  in  the  oommoD  schools  of  Scot- 
land, or  of  Science  in  the  new  endowed 
schools  of  Scotland?  What  would  he 
have  to  do  with  Institutions  like  the 
Highland  Institntion  and  the  Heriot'a 
Trust?  Why,  nothing  at  all.  You 
will  have  one  Minister  to  settle  the 
literary  part  of  the  Code,  and  another 
Minister  to  settle  the  Science  and  Art 
teaching,  and  also  that  more  important 
branch,  technical  education,  whion  Scot- 
land cannot  much  longer  neglect.  Then 
take,  for  instance,  the  circulating  objects 
for  teachint-  Science.  They  will  come 
from  the  English  Vice  President,  who 
has  to  deal  with  the  Science  and  Art 
Department — who  has  the  supply  of  the 
Museums  in  hia  charge — all  this  must 
come  from  the  English  Vice  President, 
and  the  Sootch  Vice  President  will  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  So  that  the  Code 
wUl  have  to  be  framed  by  the  Scotch 
Vice  President  and  submitted  to  the 
English  Vice  President  entirely  as  a 
literary  Code,  and  the  Science  and  Art 
question  will  have  to  be  dealt  with  by 
tae  English  Vice  President.  Can  any- 
thing be  more  confusing  or  more  absurd 
than  the  position  to  which  this  matter 
has  been  brought  ?  The  Vice  President 
of  the  Council  at  this  moment  is  the 
sole  Minister  who  devotee  his  whole 
time  and  attention  to  education.  He 
receives  Beports  from  time  to  time 
from  the  vanoue  Ministers  of  Education 
Mr.  Mmdtlla 


throughout  the  world.  It  is  his  bnai- 
ness  to  acquaint  himself  with  all  that 
happens  in  regard  to  education,  not  only 
in  this,  but  in  other  countries.  He  is 
brought  daily  into  contact  with  the  In- 
spectors, managers,  teachers,  and  the 
various  educational  systems  that  are  in 
vogue  and  in  progress.  It  is  his  bun- 
nesB  to  gather  up  all  points  that  hia 
opportunities  and  experience  suggest  to 
him,  and  endeavour  to  apply  them  suc- 
cessfully to  the  educational  system  he 
has  to  administer,  and,  that  he  may  be 
free  to  do  this,  Parliament  has  relieved 
him  of  all  his  other  duties.  It  was 
thought  a  great  anomaly  that  a  Minis- 
ter of  Education  should  represent  the 
Privy  Council,  and  should  have  to  do 
with  questions  of  cattle  disease,  and  so 
on.  Unhappily,  business  of  this  kind 
has  been  put  on  him  ;  and  what  would 
be  said  hereafter  of  the  administration 
of  Scotch  education,  if  the  gentleman 
intrusted  with  it  had  to  discharge  all 
these  duties?  Let  me  point  oat  the 
first  duty  that  would  devolve  upon  the 
Sootch  Minister  of  Education.  His  first 
duty  would  be  to  revise  the  Code.  The 
Scotch  Code  needs  revision.  It  should 
have  been  revised  before,  and  it  would 
have  been  but  for  this  agitation.  No 
oue  would  revise  it  while  this  agitation, 
which  had  for  its  object  to  transfer  the 
work  from  one  Minister  to  another,  was 
going  on.  I  should  like  to  see  the  Code 
revised  by  any  new  Vice  President,  and 
I  should  like  to  see  irhat  sort  of  condi- 
tion the  new  Minister  would  be  in  after 
he  had  been  six  months  in  Office.  I 
think  ve  can  very  well  imagine  what 
would  be  the  result.  If  he  is  not  him- 
self complete  master  of  his  business, 
what  will  be  his  position?  Why,  he 
will  be  entirely  at  toe  mercy  of  his  per- 
manent of&oials.  I  do  not  dispute  that 
he  may  have  good  permanent  offiinals  ; 
but  a  Minister  of  Education  who  resigns 
himself  solely  to  his  permanent  officials, 
and  is  content  to  bo  governed  entirely 
from  within-side  of  his  own  Office,  will 
inevitably  come  to  grief,  and  we  should 
soon  hear  about  it  in  Scotland.  That 
sort  of  system  would  not  do  at  all. 
Scotland  would  lose  the  advantage,  then, 
of  the  large  experience  of  the  Minister 
whose  sole  object  it  is  to  deal  with  edu- 
cation. She  would  lose  another  great 
advantage— namely,  she  would  lose  the 
advantage  of  interchange  of  ideas.  I 
will  give  you  an  example  of  what  I 
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mean.  A  fev  months  a^,  either  at  the 
begintUDg  of  this  year  or  at  ths  end  of 
last  year,  I  invited  some  Scotch  In- 
spectors to  come  and  Inspect  English 
schools  with  £nKlish  Inspectors,  and  see 
what  they  found  in  them  vhich  struck 
them  as  being  good  or  bad,  and  to 
report  on  them.  They  found  much  that 
vas  Tery  interesting  to  them,  some 
things  that  were  very  new,  some  things 
tiiat  they  admitted  were  complete  revela- 
tions to  them ;  and  I  say  to  Scotch  Mem- 
bers, honouring  them  as  I  do,  and  the 
educational  system  they  have  given  to 
their  country  in  the  past,  that  there  is 
one  side  of  Scotch  education  which  re- 
quires waking  up  and  improvement.  In- 
stead of  teacbing  Greek  in  their  public 
cchools  to  boys  who  are  going  out  to 
work,  they  should  teach  them  some 
modem  languages  and  modem  science, 
and  bring  home  more  to  the  pupils  the 
facts  that  are  necessary  to  enable  them 
to  apply  the  Arts  and  Sciences  to  the 
industries  they  liave  to  enter  upon. 
There  will  be  no  great  advantage  re- 
sulting from  interference  with  the  pre- 
sent system  in  regard  to  the  training  of 
teachers.  The  Scotch  Secretary  will 
have  to  train  his  own  teachers  entirely 
to  meet  his  own  supply  and  demand, 
and  the  English  Uinister  will  have  to 
train  his.  Now,  at  the  present  time,  a 
considerable  number  of  Scotch  teachers 
come  to  England,  and  I  should  be  glad 
to  see  more  of  our  English  teachers  go 
to  Scotland  to  get  the  training  that  is  to 
be  acquired  in  that  country.  It  would 
be  a  very  good  thing  for  them  to  do  so ; 
and  it  is,  therefore,  desirable  that  there 
should  be  solidarity  in  the  system  be- 
tween the  two  countries  so  far  as  the 
training  of  the  teachers  is  concerned,  so 
that  it  should  not  be  said  that  Scotland 
produces  too  many  teachers  and  England 
too  few.  If  you  divide  the  two  syeteins, 
the  result  will  be  that  the  English  Mi- 
nister will  train  just  as'many  teachers 
as  he  requires  for  his  own  schools,  and 
the  Scotch  Minister  will  train  just  as 
many  as  he  requires  for  his,  and  it  will 
be  impossible  to  have  that  interchange 
and  solidarity  which  there  should  be.  I 
do  not  know  whether  hon.  and  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  have  read  the 
Memorials  which  have  been  received 
upon  this  subject.  There  has  been  one 
from  teachers,  not  elementary  teachers, 
but  teachers  of  all  ranks  in  Scotland. 
There  is  no  better  class  of  teachers  in 
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Enrope  than  the  Scotoh  teachers  of  to- 
day. They  are  every  day  coming  more 
and  more  into  the  Universities — more 
than  half  the  teachers,  I  think,  have 
passed  through  the  Universities — and  so 
far  from  the  Scottish  education  having 
deteriorated,  and  the  teachers  having 
bad  their  position  injured  by  the  Act  of 
1873,  I  was  assured  the  other  day  that, 
since  the  passing  of  that  measure,  Scot- 
tish education  has  vastly  improved  as 
compai'ed  with  the  old  parochial  system 
-that  the  Universities  are  exacting  a 

gher  test  every  year,  and  that  the 
Scotch  schools  are  meeting  these  teste. 
I  believe,  however,  that  if  this  proposal 
is  carried  out,  Scottish  education  will 
not  keep  pace  with  the  progress  that  it 
has  made  during  these  recent  years. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said,  he  desired 
to  say  a  few  words,  as  the  House  would 
be  under  some  misapprehension  if  it 
imagined  that  all  the  Scotch  Mem- 
bers agreed  with  the  sentiments  which 
had  been  expressed  byprevious  speakers. 
There  was  one  sentiment,  and  almost 
one  only,  which  he  agreed  with  in  the 
interesting  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  the  University 
of  Edinburgh  (Sir  Lyon  Playfair);  and 
that  was  that  this  Bill,  both  this  year 
and  in  previous  years,  had  been  singu- 
larly unfortunate  in  those  who  took 
charge  of  it  in  that  House.  He  quite 
agreed  with  the  right  hon.  Qentleman, 
and  he  thought  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Butesbire  (Mr.  Dal- 
rymple)  was  justified  in  saying  that  they 
bad  an  example  before  them  in  the 
attempt  at  infanticide  made  on  the  Bill 
at  its  first  appearance  by  its  first  father, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Derby  (Sir  William  Harcourt).  And 
now  they  found  that  the  Bill  was  in 
charge  in  that  House  of  those  who,  two 
years  ago,  spoke  against  it  and  voted 
against  it,  and  he  thought  he  might  say 
obstructed  it  in  ite  progress  through  the 
House.  The  hon.  li^mber  for  Bute- 
shire had  opposed  it ;  but  on  the  present 
occasion  he  had  stood  u^  in  a  white 
sheet,  and  with  a  candle  in  his  hand, 
doing  penance. 

The  lord  or  thb  TBEASUKT 
(Mr.  Dalrtmple)  :  I  beg  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman's pardon.  I  have  done  nothing 
of  the  kind. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said,  that,  at  any 
rate,  the  hon.  Member's  vote  that  night 
would  be  singularly  in  opposition  to  the 
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vote  he  had  given  and  the  epeach  he 
had  delivered  on  the  aabject  two  years 
ago.  Then  the  action  and  vote  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  FreBideat 
of  the  Local  Qovernment  Board  (Mr. 
A.  J,  Balfour]  would  be  ver;  different 
from  hia  action  and  vote  two  years  ago. 
He  had  said  on  that  occasion  that  he 
was  rather  lukewarm  towards  this  Bill ; 
that  he  did  not  altogether  care  for  it ; 
in  fact,  that  he  rather  disliked  it ;  but 
that  there  was  one  argument  in  favour 
of  it  which  had  not  been  advanced — 
and  it  had  not  been  advanced  to-night  by 
anyone  sitting  oil  the  Ministerial  Bench. 
The  right  hon.  Qentleman  said — 

"There  wu  one  arg:umeDt  in  faTonr  of  the 
Bill  «)iich  ha  bad  omitted  to  notice,  and  it  wai 
thi(.  One  defect  of  Seotohmen  was  that  they 
did  not  ihov  well  at  the  poll :  they  had  a  habit 
of  returning  s  majority  of  Liberal  Memhera, 
and  the  reeult  of  that  waa  that  a  Liberal  Go- 
vemment  could  always  command  the  aerrioee  of 
eminent  Scottiih  lawyer*.  It  had  not  always 
been  the  caee  that  the  ConiervatiTe  Government 
conld  do  so,  and  that  wae  a  oonsidention  the 
Con  serratives  should  not  lose  sight  of .  Thispro- 
vinon  might  be  of  convenience  m  the  extremely 
unexpected  event  of  a  ConiervatiTe  Govern- 
ment cominap  in .  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that 
a  Conserrative  Govenunent  were  likely  to  com* 

portent,  ought  it 

were  pacing  U  - ' 

he  should  vote 

Bill,  etill  that  was  a  reaion  which 

believe  that,  after  all,  there  wae  something  to 

be  laid  for  it"— (3  Samara,  [iSi]  1G23.) 

Now  a  Cooservative  Government  had 
Goma  in ;  but  the  Conservative  Lord  Ad- 
vocate, unfortunately,  had  not  a  seat  in 
the  House.  He  (Mr.  Buchanan),  there- 
fore, supposed  Uiat  was  the  motive, 
and  that  was  the  sole  reason,  vhy  hon. 
and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the 
Benches  opposite  now  took  up  the  spon- 
sorship of  this  Bill.  For  what  had  been 
the  action  of  those  who  had  spoken 
more  or  less  in  favour  of  the  Bill  that 
night  ?  Why,  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  Universities  of  Glasgow 
and  Aberdeen  (Mr.  J.  A.  Campbell)  nad 
spoken  gainst  the  Bill  and  blocked  it 
on  a  previous  occasion,  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  the  Wigtown  Burghs  (Sir  John  Hay) 
bad  spoken  against  it  and  blocked  it, 
the  hon.  Member  for  Buteshire  (Mr. 
Balrymple)  had  spoken  again  at  it,  blocked 
it,  and  divided  against  it.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary 
(Sir  B.  Assheton  Cross)  had  also 
spoken  against  it,  he  did  not  know  how 
Ml-  Buchanan 


j;ht  it  to  be  lost  sight  of  when  they 
g  legislation  of  thu  kind.  Though 
Dte  with  hi*  hou.  Friend  agiiiiist  the 


often.  He  had  spoken  against  it  on 
the  second  reading ;  he  had  advocated 
Amendments,  and  had  blocked  it  on 
going  into  Committee— had  blocked  it 
with  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Bridport  (Mr.  Warton)  and  the  hon. 
Meniber  for  Cavan  (Mr.  Biggar).  Those 
were  the  Gentlemen  who  noir  had  charge 
of  this  unfortunate  Bill.  The  form  to 
which  the  Government  were  going  to 
reduce  the  Bill  was  exactly  the  form  in 
which  it  was  in  in  1883,  and  that  was 
what  Scotch  Members  had  to  object  to. 
His  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
the  University  of  Edinburgh  [Sir  Lyon 
Flayfair)  he  entirely  agreed  with  in  the 
criticism  he  had  made  as  to  the  altera* 
tion  that  had  been  made  in  the  form  of 
the  Bill  as  it  at  present  stood — as  to 
the  manner  in  which  it  proposed  to 
confer  the  charge  of  education  on  the 
new  Scotch  Minister.  His  right  hon. 
Friend  had  clearly  shown  the  confusion 
that  would  arise  in  the  Education  Office 
from  the  presence  of  two  Vice  Presidents. 
But  added  to  that  was  the  alteration 
proposed  by  the  Government  opposite, 
and,  he  was  sony  to  say,  supported  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  North  Ayrshire 
(Mr.  Cochran-Patrick),  who  had  hitherto 
been  a  thorough  supporter  of  the  Bill. 
That  alteration  was  practically  to  take 
education  out  of  the  Bill  altogether.  It 
was  right  that  the  House  should  be  in- 
formed that  if  they  were  going  to  do 
that  the  Bill  would  not  be  worth  having, 
and  would  not  be  received  or  welcomed 
in  Scotland.  He  should  like  to  say  one 
or  two  words  as  to  the  argument  brought 
forward  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh (Sir  Lyon  Playfair).  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  argument  as  to  the  pro- 
gress of  education  had,  he  thought,  been 
answered  several  times  over.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  other  arguments  were, 
first  of  all,  a-  comparison  between  the 
educational  systems  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  and  then  one  which  he  had 
based  on  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Cbildeie' 
Committee,  and  the  state  of  public  opi- 
nion in  Scotland  on  the  subject.  With 
regard  to  the  argument  as  to  the  con- 
dition of  Irish  education,  he  (Mr. 
Buchanan)  did  not  think  he  need 
trouble  the  House  with  any  reply ;  for 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  himself 
remember  that  he  had  advanced  that 
argument  in  Committee  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Border 
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Burgba  (Mr.  Trevelyan)— at  that  time 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland.  The  right 
boD.  Qentleman  the  Member  for  the 
Border  Burghs  would  on  no  account 
allow  that  the  backward  state  of  Irieh 
education  was  due  to  its  being  managed 
in  Dublin  under  the  direction  of  the 
Chief  Secretary;  and  the  right  bon. 
Gentleman  had  compared  the  backward 
condition  of  that  education  in  the  past 
with  its  present  state,  and  had  pointed 
out  the  great  progress  it  bad  made 
during  recent  years.  Then,  aa  to  Mr. 
Ghilders'  Committee,  he  thought  that 
one  point  had  not  been  noticed.  They 
ought  to  conaider  what  waa  the  autho- 
rity of  that  Committee  in  dealing  with 
this  question.  It  would  be  in  the  recol- 
lection of  some  Scotch  Members  that  the 
Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
■University  of  London  (Sir  John  Lub- 
bock) for  the  appoiutment  of  a  Minis- 
ter of  Education  wae  brought  for- 
ward on  the  same  night  aa  the  Local 
Ooveniment  Bill  (or  Scotland  waa  read 
a  first  time,  and  that  at  the  concluBiou 
of  the  discussion,  after  the  Motion  was 
put,  there  had  been  some  allusion  to 
this  question  of  the  control  of  Scotch 
education  being  dealt  with  by  the  Com- 
mittee, when  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  the  Falkirk  Burghs  (Mr.  BamsEty) 
got  up  and  protested  against  this  Bill 
coming  within  the  observation  of  the 
Select  Committee.  It  had  not  been  men- 
tioned in  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  proposed  the  Committee, 
and  the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Bamsay)  at 
once  got  up  aad  said — 

"  No  arrangement  would  be  satufactory  to 
Ui(  people  of  Scotland  uiJgu  they  bad  a  De- 
pBTtmant  of  their  own  for  admimEleriug  tbs 
lam  reUttQg  to  education  in  Scotland." — (3 
Eajuard,  [iSo]  973-4.) 

But  that  was  not  all,  because  a  week  or 
two  after,  when  the  Local  GoTeroment 
Board  Bill  came  on  for  discussion,  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  Kilmarnock  Burgbi 
(Mr.  Dick-Peddie),  whom  he  was  sorry 
not  to  see  in  his  place,  moved  to  put 
education  in  the  Bill,  and  he  was  met 
by  the  late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
who  said  that  this  Select  Committee  bad 
been  appointed,  and  was  going  to  deal 
withit.  What  wasthereplyof  thehon. 
Member  for  the  Kilmarnock  Burgha  ? 
Why,  that  he  could  not  recogni/e  the 
action  of  the  Committee  on  that  subject, 
for  the  matter  bad  not  been  referred  to 
the  Committeo,  aad  that  the  only  Scotch 


Members  put  upon  it  were  the  Members 
for  the  Universities  of  Edinburgh  and 
Glasgow,  whose  views  were  known  on 
the  subject,  and  who,  it  was  known, 
would  vote  in  the  same  direction.  A  fur- 
ther eavtat  had  been  entered  against  it, 
for  on  the  17th  of  August,  1883,  he  him- 
self (Mr.  Buchanan)  had  said  that  the 

Select  Comraittee  appoioted  was  not  auch  as 
would  adequately  enable  a  thorough  inveatiga- 
tion  to  bd  made,  and  a  Batiafactory  deciriOD  to  be 
given. "—(3.fffln»flrd,  [183]  1033.) 

was  bound  to  say  that  they  could  not 
have  supposed  that  these  two  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen, when  they  took  up  the  matter, 
would  have  proceeded  to  dmiberate  upon 
it  in  the  manner  they  did.  They  actually 
did  not  call  a  single  Scotch  witness  on 
the  subject.      The   only  persons    exa- 

sd  were  the  Permanent  Secretaries 
of  the  Department,  both  Scotchmen  cer- 
tainly (Sir  Francis  Sandford  and  Mr.  P. 
Cumin),  and  two  Gentlemen  from  Ire- 
land, the  others  being  either  past 
Presidents  or  past  Vice  Presidents  of  the 
Council.  No  one  single  witness  was 
called  from  Scotland  ;  and  were  they,  he 
would  aak  them,  to  be  bound  by  that 
Committee,  when  they  knew  that  they 
did  not  attempt  to  get  any  evidence 
which  did  not  agree  with  their  own  view  ? 
Therefore,  he  did  not  think  that  Com- 
mittee was  entitled  to  very  much  atten- 
tion on  this  subject.  Then  there  waa 
the  question  of  Scotch  feeling  on  the 
subject.  Well,  he  must,  first  of  all, 
protest  against  the  argtiment  of  tho 
hon.  Member  for  Buteabire  (Mr.  Dat- 
rymple)  with  tegsrd  to  the  Petitions 
which  bad  been  presented  to  that  House 
on  the  subject.  The  hon.  Member  said 
that  the  people  were  not  in  favour  of  the 
transference  of  educational  matters  to 
the  Scotch  Secretary,  although  in  favour 
of  the  Bill,  because  education  was  not 
in  the  original  Bill.  He  would  point 
out,  however,  that  in  the  Bill  of  1884 
education  was  transferred  to  the  pro- 
posed new  Minister;  and  it  was  on  the 
basis  of  that  Bill,  aa  approved  by  the 
House  and  as  introduced  this  year  by 
Lord  Eosebery,  that  all  these  Petitions 
had  been  sent  in.  More  than  that,  al- 
most all  the  Petitions  this  year  specially 
included  a  clauae  in  their  prayer  that 
education  should  be  given  to  the  new 
Kiiuister.  He  would  point  out  also  that 
there  was  not  a  single  public  Body  in 
Scotland  which  had  petitioned  against 
education  being  placed  in  the  hands  and 
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left  to  tlie  Cummittee — namely,  tlio  pre- 
cise positiun  ta  be  tnken  with  regard  to 
Scotcb  education.  The  right  hon.  Qen- 
tleman,  who  underBtood  the  matter,  aod 
who  spoke  first  that  night  (Sir  Ljoa 
Flayfair),  had  not  confined  his  remarks 
merely  to  the  question  of  education ;  but 
he  had  spoken  against  the  Bill  as  a 
whole.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
told  them  that  their  motive  for  bringing 
in  the  Uill  was  to  be  found  chiefly  in 
the  fact  that  a  General  Election  was 
approaching,  and  that  but  for  that 
fact  there  would  not  he  found  that 
unanimity  which  existed  amongst  Scotch 
Members.  Well,  all  ho  could  say  on 
that  point  was  that  some  time  ^o,  at  a 
meeting  in  Edinburgh,  he  himself  had 
spoken  very  strongly  in  favour  of  the 
measure,  and  he  bdieved  that  a  very 
large  number  of  Sootch  Mambers  were 
committed  to  it  long  before  the  prospect 
of  a  General  Election  appeared  above 
the  horizon.  The  right  hoo.  Genttenian 
who  moved  the  Amendment  said  the 
tendency  of  the  Bill  would  be  to  narrow 
Scotch  national  feeling  and  to  separate 
the  two  countries.  Well,  if  he  helieved 
that  either  of  those  disastrous  effects 
were  likely  to  follow  in  the  path  of  this 
Bill  he  would  certainly  have  nothing 
more  to  do  with  it;  but  he  could  not 
understand  why  the  appointment  of  a 
Minister  for  Scotland,  administering  a 
Scotch  Department  not  in  Scotland,  but 
from  Whitehall,  would  have  a  tendency 
to  promote  provincial  narrowness  or  to 
separate  the  two  countries.  Then  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  the  efii- 
ciency  of  official  Business,  especially 
with  regard  to  education,  would  not  be 
promoted  by  this  measure,  because  it 
was  evidently  the  idea  to  make  the 
Minister  for  Scotland  a  Member  of  the 
other  House.  Well,  he  did  not  believe 
that  there  was  the  slightest  idea  of 
allocating  the  Minister  for  Scotland  to 
one  Ilouse  more  than  to  the  othor ;  nor 
did  ho  believe  that  even  if  the  Minister 
were  in  the  House  of  Lords  that  circum- 
stance would  make  him  neglectful  of  the 
interests  of  education,  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  seemed  to  infer.  Some  hon. 
Gentlemen  held  that  the  Lord  Advocate 
was  the  proper  Minister  on  whom  the 
additional  weight  of  Scotch  Business 
should  be  thrown ;  but,  as  he  bad 
pointed  out  years  ago,  there  was  not 
always  a  Lord  Advocate  in  that  House. 
It  unfortunately  happened,  for  instance, 


under  the  control  of  this  now  Minister, 
He  had  only  one  other  thing  to  say  with 
regard  to  Petitions.  Mention  had  been 
made  of  School  Board  Petitions;  but  no 
one  had  mentioned  the  large  numbers 
of  Town  Councils  and  othor  public 
Bodies  who  had  petitioned  in  favour 
of  this  Bill.  He  bad  looked  through 
the  list,  and  he  found  that  no  less  than 
70  Town  Councils  and  Municipal  Bodies 
had  petitioned  this  year  in  favour  of  it, 
and  these  included  places  of  the  im- 
portance and  variety  of  Eilinhurgh, 
Greenock,  Inverness,  Paisley,  Montrose, 
&c. ;  and  he  would  also  point  out  that 
he  knew  of  no  single  instance  in  which 
one  of  those  Bodies  had  said  they 
were  not  in  favour  of  the  Bill  includ- 
ing the  question  of  education.  Beyond 
this,  he  and  othor  Sootch  Members  had 
had  many  representations  made  to  him 
throughout  the  Session  on  the  point. 
It  was  perfectly  well  known,  and  the 
Qovernment  ought  to  be  aware  of  it, 
that  this  was  the  very  substance  of  the 
Bill.  The  whole  object  of  the  measure 
was  to  give  a  thorough -going  Depart- 
ment for  Scotland,  and  there  would  be 
no  general  interest  in  it  if  it  did  not  deal 
with  the  question  in  which  all  Scotland 
was  interested  in — namely,  education. 
If  Her  Majesty's  Government  were 
going  to  accept  the  Amendment  of  his 
light  hon.  Friend,  then  they  had  better 
not  go  on  with  the  Bill  at  all. 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour)  said,  the  last  speaker  had  said 
that  the  occupants  of  the  Ministerial 
Bench  had  hitherto  been  very  lukewarm 
jn  supporting  this  Bill.  Well,  he  must 
remind  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  thu  de- 
bates to  which  he  referred  had  not  taken 
place  upon  this  Bill  ut  all,  but  on  the 
Bill  of  1883,  which  was  in  no  sense  the 
same  Bill  as  that  which  was  now  before 
the  House.  He  was  especially  surprised 
by  what  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, becouse  ho  had  said  that  if  edura- 
tion  were  omitted  from  the  present  Bill 
it  would  not  be  worth  having.  He  even 
hinted  that  ho  and  his  Friends  would 
obstruct  it.  Well,  in  the  Bill  of  1883 
education -was  not  included  ;  and,  there- 
fore, according  to  his  own  contention, 
the  Bill  which  they  were  lukewarm  in 
supporting  was  one  which,  in  his  opi- 
nion, was  worthless.  The  debate  that 
evening  had  been  chiefly  confined  to  a 
question  which  he  thought  ought  to  be 
Mr.  Buchanan 
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that  nhen  a  ConservatiTe  Qoyemmeat 
came  into  pover  their  Lord  AdTO- 
oate  was  not  always  elected,  although 
they  hoped  that  if  they  were  returned 
at  the  coming  General  Election  their 
Lord  Advocate  would  be  iu  the  House. 
He  thought  that  Scotland  had  a  right 
to  a&k  for  a  separate  Uinietor,  and, 
seeing  the  great  difference  between 
Scotch  and  English  edncatiou,  that  edu- 
cation should  be  included  in  the  Bill. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  held  that 
the  tas  upon  the  time  of  a  Scotch  Minis- 
ter demanded  by  the  consideration  of 
several  affairs  Tould  render  him  unable 
to  devote  the  same  amount  of  time  that 
ought  to  be  devoted  to  Scotch  education ; 
but  he  would  point  out  that  although 
the  Scotch  Minister  with  regard  to  Scotch 
eduoation  might  have  far  more  varied 
duties  to  perform  than  the  English  Mi- 
nister of  Education,  still  the  demand  on 
his  time  would  probably  bo  less  than 
in  the  case  of  the  English  Minister. 
Indeed,  he  could  not  believe  that  there 
would  be  found  any  number  of  duties 
appertaining  to  this  new  Office  which 
would  BO  overburden  the  Minister  that 
he  would  not  be  able  to  devote  bis  beet 
attention  to  the  interests  of  a  subject 
which  was  so  dear  to  the  hearts  of  his 
oonntrymen.  He  altogether  denied  that 
there  was  a  single  sentence  in  diat  Bill, 
or  in  the  Bill  as  it  was  sought  to  be 
amended  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
tending  towards  a  separation  of  the 
interests  of  the  two  countries.  He  would 
be  ont  of  Order  if  he  attempted  to  dia- 
ouas  that  Amendment  now,  nor  did  he 
wish  to  do  BO ;  but  he  would  suggest  to 
the  House  that  they  should  no  longer 
delay  the  prospects  of  the  Bill  by  de- 
bating a  point  which  could  be  best  dis- 
cusfled  in  Committee.  He  would  sug- 
gest that  they  should  get  into  Com- 
mittee, and  that  when  they  came  to  the 
Amendment  of  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
tbey  should  thoroughly  thrash  the  mat- 
ter out.  He  thought  that  the  right  boo. 
Gentleman  would  wish  that  the  question 
of  education  should  be  discussed  in  Com- 
mittee; and  he  would  moat  earnestly 
recommend  all  Scotch  Members  who  de- 
sired to  see  the  Bill  pass  into  law  that 
Session  not  to  interpose  any  unnecessary 
delay  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedingB. 

Sir  ^VILLIAM  HABCOUET  said, 
he  wished,  with  the  permission  of  the 
House,  to  make  a  few  observations  on 
thia  subject  before  the  Question 


put  from  the  Cbair,  because  he  had  been 
connected  with  this  Bill  from  the  com- 
meaoement.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  lor  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh (Sir  Lyon  Flayfair)  had  made  a 
very  impartial  attack  ell  round  in  stating 
his  objections  to  the  Bill ;  he  began  by 
attaokingeveryone  on  tbeFront  Benches, 
and,  amougst  other  thiuga,  be  had 
eharged  him  (Sir  William  Harcourt) 
with  having  been  guilty  of  something 
like  infanticide  with  reference  to  the 
Bill.  But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
should  remember  that  before  he  could 
perform  that  operation  he  had  brought 
it  to  birth,  and  that  very  early  in  1680 
he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
was  desirable  that  there  should  be  a 
separate  administration  of  Scotch  affairs. 
He  remembered  very  well  having  con- 
sulted with  the  Earl  of  Boaebery  on  the 
subject  iu  1B80  ;  but  the  real  difficulty 
had  been  to  get  an  expression  of  Scotoh 
opinion  in  favour  of  the  measure,  and 
then  to  discover  what  that  opinion  was. 
And  when  his  right  hon.  Friend  com- 
plained of  his  lukewarmness  in  this 
matter,  he  remembered  that  he  had 
1  BO  doused  with  cold  water  by 
Scotch  Members  both  in  and  out  of  the 
House  that  it  was  not  an  easy  thing  to 
maintain  the  temperature  at  the  point 
he  wished.  But  for  the  last  three  years 
he  had  been  endeavouring  to  discover 
what  were  the  wishes  of  Scotch  Mem- 
bers on  this  subject,  and  that,  too,  with 
a  strong  and  earnest  desire  to  carry 
them  into  effect.  First  of  all,  he  intro- 
duced the  Bill  of  1883;  and  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Montrose  (Mr.  Baxter), 
who  had  studied  the  subject  for  many 
yeara,  said  it  was  exactly  the  thing  that 
the  Scotch  people  wanted — the  thing 
they  had  wanted  all  along — and  that 
he  was  glad  they  had  got  it  at  last. 
Well,  he  naturally  supposed  that  every- 
thing was  right.  But  afterwards  he 
discovered  that  it  was  the  thing  which 
nobody  wanted ;  another  proposal  was 
made,  and  he  was  expected  to  be  enthu- 
siastic in  favour  of  it.  There  were  many 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  did  not  like  that 
Bill ;  and,  amongst  others,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  spoken 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  said  he  was  opposed 
to  the  Bill  of  1888  because  it  did  not 
include  education,  although  when  the 
Bill  WHS  before  them  in  1833  he  did  not 
say  one  word  on  the  subject  of  educa- 
tion.   He  did  not  think  that  that  was 
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the  ground  on  vthxch  the  hon.  Member 
for  Bute  {Mr.  Dalrymple)  had  opposed 
the  Bill;  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
Bill  had  been  cold-shouldered  all  round. 
However  strong  might  be  thn  feeling 
Scotland— and  he  believed  the  people  of 
Scotland  did  wish  for  the  measure — an 
extraordinary  conviction  took  pOBseasion 
of  hon.  Members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  that  they  were  not  very  favour- 
able to  it.  Then  took  place  the  great 
taeeliD^r  at  Edinburgh,  and  a  deputa- 
tion followed  to  the  Prime  Minister,  and 
he  (Sir  William  Harcourt)  remembered 
that  it  was  said'  that  they  had  ezpresily 
determined  not  to  accept  any  Bill  whioh 
did  not  include  education.  Now,  that 
iras  distinctly  the  case  at  the  beginning 
of  1884,  and  the  late  Government  were 
blamed  for  not  including  education  in 
the  Bill  of  1884.  After  trying  to  ascer- 
tain the  opinion  of  the  Scotch  Peers,  the 
late  Qoverament  were  extremely  anxious 
to  know  what  were  the  views  of  Scotch 
Members  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
There  had  been  great  difficulty  in  die- 
covering  that,  and  he  was  bound  to  say 
that  the  present  debate  bad  not  removed 
that  difficulty.  He  could  not  make  out 
that  any  two  Members  who  bad  spoken 
that  evening  held  exactly  the  same 
views  upon  this  subject.  He  would  like 
to  know  what  were  the  views  which 
Scotch  Members  entertained  on  this  sub- 
ject of  education,  because  if  they  were 
clearly  expressed  he  should  be  extremely 
glad  to  defer  to  them.  For  bis  own 
part,  with  his  right  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  the  late  Lord  Advocate,  he  was 
prepared  to  support  the  Bill  as  it  was 
introduced  into  the  House  of  Lords. 
That  was  his  view  upon  the  subject; 
but  he  did  not  protend  to  have  that 
absolute  knowledge  of  the  matter  which 
many  Members  present  popsessed,  nor 
had  he  the  knowledge  which  the  Earl 
of  Roaebery  necessarily  had  when  be 
introduced  the  Bill  into  the  other  House 
of  Parliament,  although  lie  had  taken 
the  best  means  hs  could  to  inform  him- 
self from  persons  best  acquainted  with 
the  subject.  If  the  question  of  educa- 
tion was  to  be  discussed,  he  thought 
that  the  present  debate  should  termi- 
nate as  soon  an  possible. 
Da.  OAMEHON  (who  rose  amid     " 
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it  would  be  well  for  him  to  remember 
that  possibly  some  other  Scotch  Mem- 
bers might  have  to  speak  upon  this 
question.  He  should  himself  not  have 
spoken  on  the  question  if  he  had  not 
understood  that  the  right  hon.  Qentle- 
man  (Sir  Lyon  Playfairl  did  not  intend 
to  divide  the  House  upon  hie  Amend- 
ment. He  understood  that  the  occu- 
pants of  both  the  Front  Benches  would 
be  governed  by  the  opinions  of  the 
Scotch  Members  ;  and,  therefore,  he 
would  have  liked  a  division  to  take 
place,  because  he  believed  it  would  have 
shown  that  the  proportion  of  Scotch 
Members  who  wore  opposed  to  this  pro- 
posal to  those  who  were  in  favour  of  it 
was  as  two  to  one.  Without  travelling 
over  the  old  ground,  he  wished  the 
House  to  understand  that  there  was  a 
large  section  of  the  Scotch  people  who, 
so  far  from  agreeing  with  what  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Shef- 
field (Mr.  Mundella)  had  said — namely, 
that  Scotch  education  had  flourished 
under  his  Presidency,  were  convinced 
that  it  had  flourished  iu  despite  of  it.  He 
wanted  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
understand  that  there  was  not  the  same 
unanimity  of  opinion  upon  that  subject 
as  he  appeared  to  think.  But  the  ques- 
tion was  whether  or  not  education  in 
Scotland  would  ba  improved  by  the  pro- 
posed changes.  Well,  his  opinion  was 
that  it  could  not  be  made  worse  than  it 
was  at  the  present  time.  During  the 
existence  of  the  Scotch  Board  a  number 
of  grants  were  made  for  building  pur- 
poses ;  but  they  were  so  adminlatered 
that  a  deputation  came  up  from  Glasgow 
to  point  out  that  until  they  conld  get 
the  grant  for  building  on  different  lines 
to  those  laid  down  by  the  Department 
they  had  better  build  the  schools  them- 
selves without  any  grant  at  all.  With 
regard  to  the  schools  in  the  Highlands, 
year  ailer  year  the  Scotch  Board  had 
protested  against  the  absurdities  and 
extravagance  of  the  Department  in  that 
matter.  Further,  he  had  put  a  Question 
to  the  late  Lord  Advocat«  on  the  subject 
of  corrupt  practices  at  elections,  and  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Qentleman  had 
told  him  that  the  law  in  England  had 
made  those  corrupt  practices  ill^al ; 
but  that  with  regard  to  Scotland  nothing 
of  "  Divide  !  ")  said,  it  was  all  very  well .  had  been  done,  and  the  conscquenca  was 
for  the  hon.  Member  opposite  who  cried  ;  that  the  Scotch  School  Board  Election! 
"  Divide  !"  to  be  impatient ;  but  he  did  :  were  carried  oat  under  an  improper 
not  represent  a  Scotch  constituency,  and  I  system.    Again,  what  power  had  th« 
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Vice  President  to  carry  out  what  he  con- 
ceived to  be  good  for  Scotch  Education  ? 
There  had  beea,  under  a  Scotch  Eduoa- 
tion  Act  passed  some  years  ago,  a  pio- 
TidoQ  for  the  examination  of  the  higher 
olaaa  Bohools  in  Scotland  by  Governmeot 
Inspectors ;  end  it  was  the  intention  that 
the  Treasury  should  bear  the  expense  of 
those  examinations.  But  they  bad  been 
pegging  away  at  the  Department  for  five 
or  six  years,  and  it  was  only  the  other 
daythat  they  bad  succeeded  in  gettingtbie 
reform  carried  through.  They  were  told 
that  the  Scotch  Code  was  inferior  to  the 
Engtisb  Code.  If  that  were  so,  why  had 
sot  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  who  had 
been  so  long  at  the  head  of  the  Educa- 
tion Department,  paid  a  little  attention 
to  Scotch  affairs,  and  made  the  Scotch 
Code  as  good  as  the  English  ?  He  men- 
tioned those  facts  to  show  the  absurdity 
of  expectingthat  they  would  have  greater 
powers  in  the  hands  of  the  Scotch  Secre- 
tary if  he  had  to  attend  to  the  affairs  of 
the  whole  country.  There  was  another 
important  matter— namely,  the  health 
question,  involved  in  this  ;  and  he  could 
not  help  expressing  his  surprise  that  his 
right  hon.  Friend  should  pooh-pooh  a 
Bui  which  would  create  a  Minister  for 
Health.  He  reminded  the  House  that 
this  Bill  was  the  effect  of  a  compromise, 
and  that  it  was  introduced  into  the 
House  of  Lords  in  a  much  stronger 
form.  As  he  could  not  get  the  whole 
of  what  he  would  have  liked,  he  went 
for  a  part ;  and  he  trusted  the  Qovem- 
ment  would  adhere  to  the  compromise 
that  had  been  arrived  at  with  regard  to 
the  Bill. 

The  SECEETARY  of  STATE  foe 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  R. 
AssHETott  Cross)  said,  he  would  appeal 
to  the  House  as  to  whether  they  had  not 
discussed  this  matter  long  enough,  con- 
sidering that  the  whole  question  of  edu- 
cation must  be  discussed  again  on  the 
5th  clause?  Under  the  circumstances, 
bo  thought  they  wotild  do  well  to  get 
the  Speaker  out  of  the  Chair ;  and  then, 
as  he  had  no  wish  to  keep  hon.  Mem- 
bers discussing  the  question  unneces- 
sarily, be  proposed,  after  the  2nd 
clause  bad  been  passed,  to  move  to  re- 
port Progres.s,  and  they  would  then  take 
the  discussion  on  the  education  questi< 
on  another  day. 

Sib  LTON  PLAYFAIR  said,  after 
the  long  discussion  that  had  taken  place. 
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id  the  statement  of  the  right  hon.  Gon- 
tleman  that  they  would  leave  the  ques- 
tion of  education  open,  he  thought  it 
right  to  ask  the  House  to  allow  him  to 
withdraw  his  Amendment. 

Mr.  MARJORIBANKS  said,  theright 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby 
(Sir  William  Harconrt)  had  stated  that 
it  was  merely  a  question  between  the 
Vice  President  and  the  Chairman  of  the 
Council  of  Education.  But  he  thought 
it  was  a  question  of  restoring  the  Bill  to 
the  state  it  was  in  when  the  Earl  of 
Rosebery  introduced  it  to  the  House  of 
Lords.  He  thought  some  further  ex- 
planatiou  was  necessary  ;  and  he  asked 
the  Government  whether  they  intended 
to  accept  the  Amendment  of  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh (Sir  Lyon  Playfair),  thd  Amend- 
ment of  the  bon.  Member  for  Roxburgh- 
shire (Mr.  Elliot),  or  that  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Fifeshire  (Ur.  Preston 
Bruce)  ? 

Mb.  a.  R.  D.  ELLIOT  said,  he  should 
like  to  discuss  this  question  sufSdently 
to  enable  the  Oovernment  to  state  to  the 
Hoaee  what  line  they  intended  to  take 
with  regard  to  the  Amendments  on  the 
Paper,  as  had  been  suggested  by  his 
bon.  Friend  who  had  just  sat  down. 
There  had  been  an  extraordinary  differ- 
ence in  the  language  which  proceeded 
from  the  Treasury  Bench  with  regard  to 
tbie  matter.  They  had  had  a  fancy 
sketch  of  what  had  taken  place  in  the 
House  of  Lords.  What  occurred  was 
that  the  Bill,  as  introduced  into  that 
House,  more  or  less  with  the  approval 
of  the  Government,  was  a  BUI  which 
transferred  bodily  the  management  of 
Scotch  education  from  the  Education 
Department  to  the  new  Secretary  for 
Scotland.  The  Acts  relating  to  educa- 
tion were  scheduled  in  the  Bill,  and  all 
the  powers  exercised  by  the  Department 
were  transferred  bodily  to  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland ;  butintbepassogethrough 
the  House  it  was  proposed  to  substitute 
ft  clause  constituting  the  new  Secretary 
President  of  the  Committee  of  Council 
OQ  Education.  The  Bill  had  gone 
through  three  distinct  stages,  and  they 
had  heard  that  night  that  the  right 
bnn.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
University  of  Edinburgh  (Sir  Lyon 
Playfair)  had  proposed  actually  to  con- 
stitute the  new  Minister  an  ex  effieio 
Member  of  the  Board.    The  Education 
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Board  consisted  of  a  number  of  persoDs 
who  never  came  together.  He  was  told 
that  even  on  aucb  occasions  as  when  the 
Annual  Code  was  brought  forward  they 
did  not  meet ;  that  the  Board  had  no 
bead ;  and  that,  in  fact,  the  whole  busi- 
ness was  in  the  hands  of  the  President 
of  the  Council.  He  ui^d  on  the  Qo- 
Tomment  to  tell  the  Honse  what  it  was 
they  proposed  to  do.  He  did  not  intend 
to  address  the  House  in  the  ettonc;  terms 
used  by  bis  bon.  Friend  the  Memoer  for 
Glasgow  (Br.  Cameron) ;  but  if  be  were 
disposed  to  do  so,  be  also  could  tell  some 
tales  about  the  management  of  matters 
by  the  Education  Department.  He  bad 
had  some  small  experience  in  edncational 
matters  in  the  past ;  and  be  oonld  only 
say  that,  instead  of  thinking  that  the 
Scotch  parishes  required  to  be  made 
more  alive  to  their  duties,  his  own  opi- 
nion was  that  the  Education  Department 
required  to  be  awakened.  Inaparticular 
case  well  known  to  the  late  Vice  President 
of  the  Council,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
action  of  persons  of  some  little  Parlia- 
mentary intluence,  who  bad  used  it  on 
behalf  of  the  education  of  the  parish, 
the  parish  would  have  been  entirely 
neglected  by  the  Department,  which  it 
was  difficult  to  get  to  perform  even  its 
statutory  duties.  Why  that  was  the 
case  be  did  not  know ;  it  might  be  be- 
oauee  the  Education  Department  bad  its 
hands  full  of  English  business,  or  be- 
cause they  thought  that  Scotch  educa- 
tion was  not  a  matter  of  first-rate  im- 
portance. He  bad  strong  testimony 
from  some  school  boards  in  Scotland 
that  they  were  convinced  by  the  neglect 
they  bed  suffered  that  their  endeavours 
would  not  be  rewarded  until  their  in- 
terests were  looked  after  by  a  Minister 
for  Scotland.  He  hoped  that  before  the 
Speaker  left  the  Chair  they  would  be 
told  by  the  Qovemmentwbatitwas  they 
intended  to  do  when  the  House  went 
into  Committee. 

The  8ECEETARY  of  STATE  (Sir 
K.  AssH^ioN  Cbosb)  :  I  understood  that 
my  right  hon.  Friend  had  stated  that  we 
intended  to  stand  by  the  Bill  as  it  is. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Hain  Question,  "  That  Mr.  Speaker  do 
now  leave  the  Chair,"  put,  and  agretdto. 
Bill  contidered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1  (Short  title)  agrted  to. 
Mr.  A.  M.  D.  mUot 
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Clause  1  (Appointment  of  a  Secretary 
for  Scotland). 

On  Motion  of  Sir  R.  Asshetok  Cboss, 
the  following  Amendment  made :  — Page 
1,  after  line  9,  to  insert — 

"There  shaU  bs  paid  to  the  Secretary,  out  of 
moDeyi  to  be  pniTided  by  Farliament,  a  taXaiy 
at  two  tbouMnd  ponnda  %  year." 

The  SECEETARY  of  STATE  (Sir 
E.  Abshetos  Caoaa)  moved,  in  page  1. 
line  14,  to  leave  out  after  "  determine," 
to  end  of  clause,  and  insert  as  a  new 
paragraph — 

"The  aalarias  of  Buch  secretaries  and  other 
officers  of  the  Secretory'i  office  shall  be  fixed 
with  the  coussiit  of  the  Treoaury,  and  shall, 
together  with  suoh  other  expenses  of  the  said 
officer  aa  may  from  time  to  time  be  sanctioDed 
b}'  the  Troasory.  be  paid  ont  of  mimeys  pro- 
vided by  Farliameat. 

Ms.  BUCHANAN  asked  if  this  clause 
would  empower  the  Government  to 
transfer  the  permanent  staff  of  the  Edu- 
cation Office,  who  bad  charge  of  Scot- 
tish educational  work  there,  to  the  Scot- 
tish Secretary's  Department  ? 

The  SECEETAEY  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AsBHETOK  Cross)  :  Yea ;  it  would 
do  so. 

Amendment  agretd  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  egrted  to. 

Sir  GEOEGE  CAMPBELL  eaid.  he 
thought  it  almost  impossible  for  the  Bill 
to  go  further  that  night.  He  hoped  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  vould  now  con- 
sent to  Progress  being  reported. 

The  SECEETAEY  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AasH^roir  Choss)  said,  he  did  not 
wish  to  detain  the  Committee  unneces- 
sarily ;  but  ho  would  suggest  that  they 
should  continue  until  Clause  £  was 
reached,  when  the  real  question  at  issue 
would  arise. 

Sib  LYON  PLAYFMR  said,  be 
understood  that  there  had  beoa  a  dis- 
tinct promise  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment that  they  would  not  go  beyond 
Clauee  2.  In  consequence  of  that  under- 
standing several  hon.  Members  had  left 
the  House.' 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  eit 
again  To-morroto. 

CONSOLIDATED     FDND     (APPRO  PSIA- 

TION)  BILL. 

[Sir  Arlhur  Olwa^,  Mr.  ChaneiUor  tf  tht  Exeht' 

quiT,  Sir  RtBry  Holland.) 

COUKITTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 
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Uotioo  made,  and  Qaestion  proposed, 
"That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair." — {Sir  Henry  Hollantl,  Stereiary 
to  the  Trtaiury.) 

Mb.  BEXTON  said,  he  did  not  rise  to 
offer  any  oppoaition  to  the  Motion  of 
the  lion.  Baronet,  but  merelj  to  state 
that  he  should  reserve  for  the  third 
reading  of  the  Bill  the  special  subject 
on  which  he  had  some  remarks  to  make. 

Motion  agrted  to. 

Bill  catuidered  in  Committee,  and 
rtporttd,  without  Amendment;  to  be 
read  the  third  time  upon  WtdHeidaj/. 

PUBLIO  WORKS  LOANS  BILL.-[BiLL2oi.] 

(Sir  Hmry  Halland,  Mr.  DnlrgmpU.) 

COMUITTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Gha.\t."-~{8ir  Stnrg  Solland,  Sterriary 
to  iht  Drtatury.') 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  mneidered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Clauses  agreed  to. 

New  Clause — 

" '  Ths  Harboiira  and  Pawing  Tolls,  &c.  Act, 
1861,'  shall  be  construed  as  if  the  eipression 
■shipping  purpose,'  in  sections  (wo  and  three 
thereof,  included  the  advance  of  money  foi  the 
redemption  of  debts  incurred  by  the  authority 
of  sny  harbour  nnder  any  Act  of  Pikrliament  for 
the  improvement  of  such  harbour." 

Mr.  STEVENSON  said,  he  proposed 
to  move  that  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time. 

The  CHAIEMAN:  Ie  my  opinion, 
the  proposed  clause  of  the  hon.  Member 
is  out  of  Order,  inasmuch  as  it  is  beyond 
the  scope  of  the  UiJl.  This  is  a  Bill  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Public 
"Works  Loaos  Commissioners  to  make 
advances  for  certain  purposes  up  to  a 
certain  amount.  The  hon.  Member  pro- 
poses to  include  in  it  the  provisions  of 
another  Bill,  and  that  proposal  is  not  tn 
Order. 

Ma.  STEVENSON  said,  on  previous 
occasions  opportunity  was  taken  to  do 
a  thing  precisely  similar  to  what  he  now 
proposed  to  do — namely,  to  enlarjfe  the 
powers  of  the  Public  Works  Loans 
Commissioners  in  regard  to  loans  by 
Clauses  in  the  Annual  Bill.    He  wished 
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to  point  out  that  in  the  Act  of  1876 
power  was  taken  to  advance  money 
to  a  particular  Bailway  Company  be- 
yond the  then  existing  powers  of  the 
Commissioners.  And  be  found  also  Uiat 
in  the  Act  of  1879  a  clause  was  inserted 
empowering  fho  Public  Works  Loans 
Commissioners  to  lend  money  to  the 
Peabody  Trustees,  and  to  Companies 
ogaged  in  the  erection  of  labourers' 
dwellings.  His  present  proposal  was  to 
enlarge  the  powers  of  the  Public  Works 
Loans  Commissioners  in  ths  administra- 
tion of  the  Harbours  and  Passing  Tolls 
Act.  He  believed  that  in  so  doing  he 
was  not  taking  an  unusual  course. 

The  CHAIRMAN :  I  have  not  ruled 
the  hon.  Member  out  of  Order  without 
taking  competent  advice  on  the  subject, 
and  that  advice  is  that  the  clause  of  the 
hon.  Member  is  beyond  the  scope  of  the 
Bill. 

Sir  VFILLIAM  HAEOOTJRT  said, 
that  perhaps  the  Chairman  would 
be  good  enough  to  define  how  this 
olause  which  the  hon.  Member  proposed 
differed  in  respect  of  the  precedent 
which  the  hon.  Member  had  cited.  In 
what  particular  did  that  Amendment 
differ  from  the  Amendment  made  in 
1876  and  1879  ?  This  was  an  extremely 
important  matter,  and  it  was  desirable 
that  the  ruling  on  this  subject  which 
would  become  a  precedent  should  state 
precisely  why  a  very  similar,  if  not  iden- 
tical, thing  to  that  which  was  allowed 
to  be  done  in  1876  and  1679  should  now 
be  ruled  out  of  Order. 

The  SECRETAEY  to  the  TREA- 
SUET  (Sir  He>-kt  Holland)  said,  that 
one  of  the  matters  mentioned  was  the 
Harbours  and  Passing  Tolls  Act.  A 
certain  amount  of  money  had  been  in- 
vested in  the  Board  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  out  that  Act.  In  that  Act  the 
words  ''shipping  purposes"  were  de- 
fined ;  but  by  this  new  clause  it  was  now 
proposed  to  extend  the  words  "  shipping 
pur^ioses;  "  to  give  them  a  further  and 
wider  definition;  and  thus  to  extend 
practically  the  power  of  the  Board.  This 
would  be  beyond  the  scope  of  the  Bill, 
and  should  be  effected  by  a  Bill  to 
amood  the  Harbours  and  Passing  Tolls 
Act.  The  point  aimed  at  by  the  pro- 
posed clause  required  consideration. 
However,  for  the  present  ho  ventured  to 
suggest  that  this  clause  was  really  ex- 
tending and  enlarging  the  power  men- 
tioned in  this  very  Bill,  by  which  money 
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was  to  be  placed  ia  the  banda  of  the 
CommiBBioiiers  for  a  special  purpose. 

The  chairman  :  It  is  impossible 
for  m©  to  point  out  the  difference  be- 
tween this  question  and  those  referred 
to  by  the  hon.  Gentlemaii,  becaasetbeae 
Bills,  or  the  particidars  of  tbem,  are  not 
before  me.  I  would  point  out  that  tbe 
clause  tbe  boa.  Oentlemau  proposes  to 
insert  ia  on  a  different  subject  to  tbe 
Bill  now  before  tbe  Committee. 

Bill  riporled,  without  Amendment; 
to  be  read  tbe  third  time  To-morrme. 

SEA    FISHERIES  (SCOTLAND)  AMEND- 
MENT BILL  [terrf..]-[Bu.L  160.] 
{Baron  Henry  Lt  Wormi.) 


Committee  deferred  till  To-nmrroa. 

Mb.  MAIUORIBANXS  :  May  I  ask 
when  it  is  really  intended  to  take  this 
Bill  ?  I  have  come  down  here  to-day  at 
great  inconvenience,  because  I  thought 
it  was  especially  arranged  tbat  the  mea- 
sure should  be  taken  to-nigbt.  I  hope 
the  Qovernment  will  take  it  upon  an 
earlj  day,  as  it  is  obviously  very  incon- 
Tenient  for  hon.  Members  to  be  kept  up 
here  night  after  night  expecting  it  to 
come  on. 

The  8ECEETAET  to  the  BOAKD 
OF  TRADE  (Baron  Henhy  Db  Worms)  : 
My  intention  was  to  take  it  to-day;  but 
it  was  pointed  out  to  me  tbat  it  would 
be  necessary  to  have  the  Amendments 
printed,  as  otherwise  great  confusion 
would  be  caused.  I  am,  however, 
anxious  that  the  Bill  ebould  be  brought 
forward  as  early  as  possible.  I  would 
ask  hon.  Members  not  to  burden  the 
Paper  with  Amendments  if  they  desire 
to  seethe  Bill  carried  to  a  suocessful  issue. 

Me.  WILLIAMSON  :  Are  there  any 
other  Amendments  on  the  Paper  besides 
mine? 

The  SECRETARY  (Baron  Hexry 
Db  Wobmb)  ;  Yes ;  there  are  other 
Amendments  besides  those  of  the  hon. 
Member. 

Me.  WILLIAMHON  :  t  think  I  may 
say  tbat  there  will  be  no  difficulty  ii 
disposing  of  mine. 

LABOURERS  (IRELAND)  (No.  2)  BILL. 

(Mr.  Cumptitl.Baniitrmaa,  Mr.  Solieilor  Oentre 

for  Ireland.) 

[bill  68.]      COHMtTTEE. 

Bill  Bonndered  in  Committee. 

Sir  Many  Sollaad 
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(In  tbe  Committee.) 

Clause  1  {Short  title)  agreed  to. 
Leatet  of  Land  by  Agreement  and  olAerutte. 

Clause  2  (Power  of  limited  owner  to 
make  leases.     46  &  47  Yict.  c.  60). 

Mr.  sexton  said,  be  desired  to  call 
attention,  in  line  10,  to  the  words  "  the 
term  of  any  lease  shall  not  exceed  99 
years."  The  period  dealt  only  wiih  the 
power  of  the  Sanitary  Authority  to  take 
oompulaorily  any  lands  referred  to  in 
the  Provisional  Order  for  any  term  of 
years  not  exceeding  99.  He  did  not 
know  whether  tbe  discretion  of  the 
limited  owner  should  be  restricted  in 
this  case,  and  why  land  should  not  be 
taken  for  more  than  99  years  if  the 
parties  thought  fit. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Amendment  pro- 
posed, in  page  I,  line  14,  to  leave  out — 

"  Tbem  shall  be  renrred  therebj  tb«  ImmI 
jrearlj  rent  which  can  reasonably  be  obtained, 
to  be,"  and  to  imHrt, "  the  rant  reterved  tiuveby 
shall  be." 

Me.  SEXTON:  That  is  not  my 
Amendment.  I  wish  to  move  the 
Amendment  in  the  name  of  Sir  Qeorge 
Campbell. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  to 
leave  outSub-section  (1). — (Mr.  Sexhn.] 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  sub- 
section stand  part  of  tbe  Clause." 

Colonel  KING-HAEMAN  said,  tbat 
tbe  reason  why  99  years  was  fixed  in 
the  sub-section  was  because  tbat  was 
the  usual  term  of  building  leases. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  :  99  years  is 
according  to  the  ordinary  usage.' 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEXTON  said,  be  now  begged 
to  move  the  following  Amendment : — 

Page  I,  line  14.  to  leave  out  "  there  shall  be 
rcBorrod  thereby  tlie  bait  yearly  rent  which  can 
reaaonably  be  obtained,  to  be,"  and  iniert  "  the 
teat  reaerred  thereby  dialt  be." 

The  words  be  proposed  to  strike  out 
seemed  to  him  to  be  altogether  a  new 
phrase,  and  be  thought  the  words  he 
suggested  would  be  much  bettor. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  1,  line  14,  to  leave  out  "  there  ihall 
be  leserred  thereby  the  beat  yearly  rent  which 
Dan  reaionably  b«  obtained,  to  be,"  and  inaert 
"the  lent  ieeer\-cd  thereby  shall  be."— l*r. 
Sejlan.) 
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Questioa  proposed,  "  That  the  words 

Sroposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
lause." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IEELAND(M:r.  HoLUEs)said,  that  those 
words  were  taken  from  the  usual  form, 
and  he  did  not  see  why  the  Oommittee 
should  depart  from  them.  He  would 
ask  the  Committee  to  adhere  to  the 
words  of  the  clause  as  they  stood. 

Mb.  VILLIEE8-8TUART  said,  that 
speaking  as  an  Irish  landlord  he  bad  no 
oDJeotion  whatever  to  the  Amendment 
proposed. 

Cou>H£L  KINa-HARMAN  said,  he 
bad  no  objection  to  the  Amendment  if  a 
corresponding  alteration  were  made  later 
on. 

Mb.  sexton  said,  the  landlord  was 
perfectly  certain  to  take  care  of  bis  own 
interests ;  and  he,  therefore,  did  not  see 
why  hia  Amendment  should  not  be  aa- 
cepted. 

Amendment  ntgatiwd. 

Olause  3  (Confirmation  of  lease) 
tgrtti  to. 

Clause  4  (Compulsory  powers  of 
taking  land  for  a  term  of  years). 

Colonel  EINO-HARMAN  said,  the 
first  section  of  this  clause  ran  as  fol- 
lows : —    ■ 

"  For  the  puTDoaes  of  the  Laboorera  (Ire- 
land) Act,  1SB3,  U>e  Local  GoTamment  Board 
HUT,  by  proviiiaaal  order  coDflrmioK  any  acheme 
under  ttut  Act,  empower  a  aanitftrr  authority 
to  tftke  compnliorily  any  lands  raierred  to  in 
anch  order  for  an^  t«nn  of  ysan,  not  exceed- 
ing ninety-nine  years,  at  a  rent  to  be  deter- 
mined in  case  at  difference  in  the  manner  pro- 
vided bj  this  Act." 

He  wished  to  move  to  leave  out  the 
word  "  compulsorily,"  in  line  8,  He 
must  say,  in  the  first  place,  that  the 
idea  of  the  compulsory  lease  was  an 
entirely  novel  idea,  for  in  English  law 
or  any  other  law  it  was  an  entirely  new 
idea.  The  power  of  taking  land  by 
purchase  was  given  in  the  interests  of 
the  State,  and  they  bad  very  often  to 
fight  that  power  and  to  protest  against 
it.  There  were  many  cases  in  which 
the  landlords  would  be  very  glad  indeed 
to  give  up  their  lands  for  the  purposes 
of  this  Bill ;  and  when  the  measure  had 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  lost 
year,  he,  for  one,  had  been  very  anxious 
to  make  the  Act  of  IS83  work  as 
smoothly  as  poBsible.  Among  other 
things  be  had  considered  was  the  ex- 


pense that  the  Sanitary  Dody  would  be 
put  to  in  the  case  of  land  being  taken 
for  labourers'  cottages  either  compul- 
sorily or  otherwise.  If  the  landlord 
had  to  give  his  land  they  eliminated  a 
great  protection — that  was  that  the  land- 
lord bad  to  prove  hia  title,  the  expense 
of  doing  which  was  as  great,  although 
the  piece  of  land  in  question  might  be 
two  or  thi'ee  arres,  as  it  would  be  to 
prove  a  full  title  to  a  whole  estate. 
Therefore,  the  landlord  to  save  expense, 
and  to  save  friction,  and  to  enable  the 
limited  owner  to  give  a,  lease  for  a  longer 
time  than  the  power  of  settlement  would 
allow,  was  enabled  to  give  a  lease  for 
99  years.  He  would  not  say  it  had  not 
been  proposed  that  the  lease  should  he 
made  oomputsory,  because  he  had  under- 
stood that  the  hon.  and  learned  M«mber 
for  Uonaghan  (Ur.  Healy]  in  his  ab- 
sence had  stated  that  he  hoped  that  a 
oompulsory  lease  would  be  (pTen ;  but 
the  idea  of  a  compulsory  lease  was  one 
which  had,  practically,  never  entered 
into  the  minds  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
Committee.  It  was  an  entirely  new  idea. 
It  had  been  maintained  that  it  was  per- 
fectly dear  that  the  Committee  intended 
that  this  power  of  compulsory  leasing 
should  be  giving,  because  the  Land 
Commission  would  he  brought  in  to 
adjust  the  rent.  It  appeared  to  him  to 
be  an  extraordinary  thing  that  a  land- 
lord should  be  obliged  to  give  a  compul- 
sory lease  of  land  for  the  purpose  of 
labourers'  cottages.  He  could  under- 
stand oompulsory  sale ;  but  he  ventured 
to  remind  the  Committee  that  compul- 
sory leases  were  entirely  contrary  to  the 
legislation  of  the  present  Oovernment. 
They  were  bringing  in  Bills  and  making 
every  possible  arrangement  to  buy  out 
the  landlords,  and  now  they  proposed 
in  this  Bill  to  compel  landlords  to  create 
tenants— squat  tenants  of  half  an  acre 
of  land  for  99  years.  It  might  come 
about  that  a  landlord  would  sell  his 
property  to  hia  tenants  and  go  else- 
where. What  would  be  the  result  then  ? 
Why,  he  would  sell  all  his  property  ex- 
cept this  small  patch  which  they  had 
compelled  him  to  leave  to  the  Sanitary 
Authority,  who  in  their  turn  bad  leased 
it  to  the  labourer,  who  in  his  turn  would 
probably  pay  no  rent  at  all  for  it,  and 
who  would  certainly  not  keep  it  in  a 
proper  state  of  repair  or  cultivation. 
He  hod  no  idea  that  there  was  any  no- 
tion of  compulsory  leasing  until  he  took 
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up  the  Bill  and  looked  at  it  closely. 
There  he  saw  the  word  "compulsorily;" 
bat  eves  then  he  could  not  really  be- 
liere  it,  and  thought  it  muet  he  au  error 
in  the  drafting  of  the  measure.  It  in- 
volved an  entirely  new  principle,  and 
would  work  extreme  harm.  It  was  a 
very  dangerous  principle,  and  if  they 
once  entertained  it  they  would  never 
know  when  they  were  going  to  stop.  If 
they  introduced  the  principle  for  the 

finrpose  of  enabling  the  building  of 
abourere'  cottaess,  tnere  was  no  reanon 
why  they  should  not  introduce  it  for 
other  purposes,  and  he  warned  the  Com- 
mitteo  against  the  dangers  of  any  such 
scheme.  He  would  not  detain  the  Com- 
mittee any  longer,  but  he^ed  to  more 
to  leave  oat  the  word  "compulsorily." 

Amendment  proposed,  in  p^e  2,  linn 
B,  to  leave  out  the  word  "oompulsorily," 
— (  Colontl  KingSarmmt.') 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

The  ATTOENET  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holues)  said,  that  as 
he  knew  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
(Colonel  King- Harmon),  and  others 
with  him,  felt  very  strongly  on  this 
matter,  he  trusted  the  Committee  would 
pardon  him  for  a  few  moments  while  ho 
explained  this  word  "compulsorily," 
and  stated  why  the  Qovemment  could 
not  accept  the  Amendment.  The  La- 
bourers Act  of  1883,  as  it  passed  the 
House  without  any  objection,  was  an 
exceptional  piece  of  legislation.    It  gave 

fower  to  puichose  land  for  labourers' 
wellinga  compulsorily,  and  it  also 
gave  power  to  take  leases  of  land 
for  the  same  purpose ;  but  that  was  not 
compulsory.  It  was  found,  however, 
that  the  expenses  of  title  were  so  great, 
that  the  Boards  of  Guardians  could  not 
purchase  the  land,  and  after  an  expe- 
rience of  12  months  it  was  found  that 
the  Act  was  a  dead  letter ;  and  as  the 
Irish  Administration  were  anxious  that 
it  should  not  be  a  dead  letter,  they  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
matter.  That  Committee  took  a  vast 
amount  of  evidence,  and  it  was  suggested 
before  them  that  inasmuch  as  this  was 
an  Act  of  an  exceptional  character,  and 
the  amount  of  land  taken  was  small,  it 
would  be  desirable  that  a  compulsary 
form  of  lease  for  99  years  should  he 
given.  He  might  point  out  that  the 
CoUmel  Kittg-Harman 


vety  best  security  for  the  rent  was 
given,  as  it  was  charged  on  the  Union 
rates.  The  tenant  the  landlord  had 
was  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  they 
were  just  as  responsible  as  any  other 
tenant.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the  prin- 
cipal object  of  this  Bill  was  to  give 
this  power  of  compulsory  leasing,  the 
other  provisions  being  wholly  sub- 
sidiary to  it;  and  the  proposal  of  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  (Colonel 
Xing-Harman)  now  was  to  strike  out  of 
the  Bill  that  which  was  the  most  essen- 
tial part  of  it.  As  he  thought,  there- 
fore, that  this  provision  was  a  very  de- 
sirable one,  and  the  only  one  that  could 
make  it  a  workable  measure,  he  was 
obliged  to  refuse  to  strike  it  out,  and 
therefore  the  Amendment  could  not  be 
accepted. 

CoLOMEL  KING-HAItMAN  said,  he 
would  like  to  point  out  to  the  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  General  that  his  argu- 
ment that  the  Bill  of  1883  passed 
through  without  opposition  was  one 
which  he  would  not  have  used  if  he  had 
been  in  the  House  at  the  time.  It  was 
brought  in  late  in  the  Session,  and  was 
not  opposed,  because  they  believed  that 
the  statement  that  the  labourers  re- 
quited cottages  to  be  built  was  per- 
fectly sound.  They  said,  however,  that 
they  would  move  Amendments  in  Com- 
mittee ;  but  the  Committee  was  taken  at 
about  3  o'clock  one  morning,  and  it  was 
impossible  for  the  one  or  two  Members 
who  were  present  on  that  oocasion  to 
discuss  the  matter  at  such  an  hour,  there- 
fore it  was  passed  through  without 
serious  opposition.  He  maintained  that 
the  real  state  of  the  case  was  this.  This 
clause  had  been  put  in  to  prevent  the 
Treasury  from  having  to  apply  for  an 
extension  of  time  for  the  repayment, 
and  the  whole  thing  was  to  be  done  at 
the  expense  of  the  unfortunate  land- 
lord. 

Mr.  TOTTENHAM  said,  he  entirely 
agreed  with  all  that  had  fallen  from  his 
hon.  and  gallant  Friend  who  had  Juit 
spoken.  ]_Ironieal  eheeri  from  tht  frith 
aeaibart.'l  He  congratulated  the  Go- 
vernment on  the  cheers  they  had  been 
able  to  obtain  from  the  hon.  Members 
opposite.  There  was  no  necessity  what- 
ever for  this  Bill,  which  appeared  to  him 
to  be  a  further  nibbling  at  the  interests 
of  the  Irish  landlords,  i^ch,  bethought, 
had  been  done  already  to  a  sufficient 
extent  during  the  last  few  years. 
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Mb.  sexton  said,  thekon.  and  gal- 
lant Qentleman  did  not  oppose  thii  Bill 
on  principle ;  but  he  would  point  out  that 
if  this  provision  were  struck  out  the 
Labourers  Act  would  become  a  mere 
OTpher,  as  the  Boards  of  Guardiaua 
vould  not  go  on,  as  they  had  been  doing 
under  the  old  Act,  in  the  costly  way  that 
they  had.  Was  the  convenience  of  a 
few  landlords  who  wished  to  sell  their 
estates  and  abandon  their  country  to 
stand  in  the  way  in  such  a  question  as 
tltis? 

Amendment  ntgalivtd. 

Ub.  sexton  moved  to  leaveout&om 
the  word  "  Act,"  in  line  27,  to  the  end  of 
the  sub-section.  Thewordavhichhepro- 
posed  to  get  rid  of  provided  that  the 
order  of  the  Court  should  be  subject  to 
the  same  stamp  duty  as  if  it  were  a  lease, 
and  that  a  duplicate  should  be  supplied 
at  the  expense  of  the  Sanitary  Authority. 
He  oould  not  sa«  why  an  order  or  lease 
of  this  sort,  which  was  given  as  a  matter 
of  public  poli<7,  should  of  necessity  have 
a  stamp  at  all.  He  did  not  think  it 
should  have  a  stamp.  They  ought  to 
exercise  economy  as  much  as  possible. 
Another  thing.  He  did  not  see  why  the 
Sanitary  Authority  should  be  put  to  the 
expense  of  making  a  copy  of  their 
agreement. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line 
27,  to  leave  out  m>m  "Act,"  to  end  of 
Sub-section  (3).— ( Jfr.  Stxion.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

The  attorney  GENEEAL  fob 
IKELANB  (Ur.  Holubs)  aeid,  it  had 
always  been  a  rule  that  stamps  should 
be  insisted  upon  in  these  matters,  and 
he  thought  it  would  be  very  bad  to 
make  an  exception  in  this  particular 
iuetance.  He  was  obliged  to  retain  the 
clause  as  it  stood. 

Me.  T.  p.  O'OONNOE  said,  this  was 
a  matter  in  which  the  Irish  Members 
ttAi  inclined  to  persevere.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Member  had  himself  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  which  had  sat 
to  inquire  into  the  working  of  the  Act 
of  1883 ;  and  he  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor) 
found  that  that  Committee  reported  that 
the  amount  of  rent  that  could  be  got 
from  the  Irish  labourers  would  be  very 
small  indeed,  and  every  witness  ap- 
peared to  agree  in  the  opinion  that  they 


should  minimize  the  expenses  under  this 
Bill  to  the  very  finest  point — to  the  very 

last  penny.  Therefore,  he  would  appeal 
to  the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  Michael 
Hicks-Beach).  They  were  dealing  with 
an  exceptional  case,  with  a  very  hard 
case  of  distress,  and  he  hoped  the  Gio- 
vernment  would  see  their  way  to  accept 
the  Amendment. 

The  ATIOENET  GENERAL  roa 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holues)  said,  he  would 
consent  to  accept  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Sligo  in  a  modified 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  ha  thought 
the  Government  had  done  just  the  op- 
posite to  what  most  people  would  have 
done.  If  an  order  in  Court  were  made 
under  the  Act,  there  would  be  no  neces- 
sity for  drawing  up  the  lease— it  would 
be  sufficient  to  do  away  with  the  lease, 
and  therefore  there  would  be  no  neces- 
sity for  drawing  up  a  lease.  The  accept- 
ance of  the  Amendment,  therefore, 
would  really  mean  a  State  subvention, 
however  small  to  the  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians. If  the  landlord  refused  to  grant 
a  lease,  the  order  of  the  Court  would 
come  in  and  the  lease  would  escape  the 
ordinary  stamp  duty.  He  thought  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  should  rise  and  explain  how 
it     was     that    the     Government     pro- 

E>Bed  to  make  this  gift  or  bonus  to  the 
oards  of  Quordians.     The  Treasury 
appeared  to  be  giving  away  what  was 

Eart  of  the  Revenue  of  the  country,  and 
e  was  obliged  to  say  that  the  proposal 
struck  him  with  extreme  surpnse- 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  said,  he  did 
not  know  whether  the  hon.  Member  for 
Liskeard  had  a  copy  of  the  Bill ;  bnt  he 
thought  it  would  be  found  that  there 
would  be  a  stamp  on  the  order.  The 
clause  did  not  substitute  the  order  for 
the  lease. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  he  could  not 
assent  to  that  for  one  moment.  The 
Court  might,  if  they  thought  fit, 
require  a  lease  to  be  prepared  and  exe- 
cuted ;  but  the  drawing  up  of  the  lease 
depended  on  the  discretion  of  the  Court. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Stigo  (Mr.  Sexton) 
did  not  seem  to  understand  the  point. 
If  a  landlord  refused  to  give  a  lease, 
then  this  clause  operated  and  made  a 
lease  compulsory ;  an  order  of  the  Court 
would  be  made  which  would  operate 
as  a  lease.    The  sub-section  preceding 
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gave  the  Court  power  to  requira  tbe 
authorities  to  renew  the  lease  depended 
on  the  discretion  of  the  Court,  and 
therefore  nothing  turned  on  that  point. 
It  was  assumed  that  the  order  was  not 
a  lease,  whereas  the  order  declared  that 
it  should  operate  aa  if  it  were  a  lease, 
and  that  beiog  so  it  ought  to  be  subject 
to  stamp  duty.  If  the  lease  were  exe< 
cuted  in  two  parts,  by  the  landlord  and 
the  authorities,  then  there  was  no  need 
of  a  stamp.  He  called  on  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, to  eay  why  the  stamp  was  giren 
up. 

Mb.  HOEACE  DATET  said,  he 
should  have  thought  that  anyone 
quaiuted  with  the  class  of  Acts,  of  which 
this  was  one,  would  know  that  the  order 
of  the  Court  should  bear  a  stamp, 
was  under  such  Acts  necasaary  to  apply 
to  the  Court  to  matie  what  was  called  a 
vesting  order.  The  words  meant  that  the 
order  of  the  Court  was  to  operate  in  the 
same  manner,  and  have  the  same  effect, 
aa  if  it  were  a  lease.  The  previous  part 
of  the  sub-section  exactly  defined  what 
were  the  rights,  conditions,  and  so  forth, 
BO  that  the  meaning  was  that  the  order 
of  the  Court  would  vest  in  the  lessee  the 
same  interest  which  he  would  take  if  a 
lease  had  been  executed.  It  was  tbe 
more  common  form  to  provide  that  the 
order  should  hear  a  stamp  ;  and  if  the 
Government  proposed  to  give  up  that, 
all  he  could  say  was  that  it  would  be  an 
absolute  innovation  in  Bills  of  this 
kind. 

Mb.  INGE  said,  with  reference  to  the 
suggestion  of  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ir^and  [Mr.  Holmes)  as  to  the  parties 
being  required  to  show  their  title,  he 
could  conceive  of  nothing  that  would  ho 
better  than  the  order  of  the  Court.  They 
would  have  tbe  best  possible  title  in  the 
order  itself,  which  would  be  on  tbe 
records  of  the  Court ;  and  if  they  wanted 
anything  to  show  they  could  have  an 
of&cial  copy  of  the  order,  and  the  lessee 
would  have  the  best  secondary  evidence 
of  showing  the  document  under  which 
be  held. 

The  SECRETAET  to  the  TEEA- 
StXKT  (Sir  Henbt  Hou,aitd)  said,  this 
was  the  first  time  his  attention  had  been 
called  to  the  point  raised  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Liskeard.  He  could  not 
consent  to  the  country  losing  the  amount 
of  stamp  duty,  and  the  order  of  the 
Court  should  bear  the  stamp;  hut  he 
proposed  that  with  a  view  to  saving  ox- 
Mr.  Ceitrtnty 


Amendment  proposed,  in  line  26,  to 
leave  out  from  "Provided"  to  the 
end  of  the  suh-seotion." — {Sir  Stnrj/ 
Holland.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 

Eroposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
lauee." 

Ma.  CALLAN  aaid,  he  hoped  at  that 
hour  the  hon.  Member  for  Liskeard 
(Mr.  Courtney)  and  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Christchurch  (Mr.  Horace 
Davey)  would  not  throw  any  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  tbe  Treasury  Bench. 

Ma.  SEXTON  said,  he  accepted  the 
saving  and  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Baronet ;  hut  the  proposal  did  not  com- 
mend itself  to  his  economic  conscience, 
for  the  saving  would  have  to  be  secured 
out  of  the  poor  rates. 

Me.  TOTTENHAM  eaid,  he  should 
like  to  know  why  a  landlord  should 
not  have  bis  own  record  of  what  had 
taken  place  ?  Why  should  he  have  to 
procure  a  copy  of  the  record  at  con- 
siderable expense  to  himself? 

CoLovxi.  NOLAN  said,  it  was  to  the 
interest  of  the  landlord  that  these  leases 
should  not  be  drawn,  because  otherwise 
the  landlord  would  have  to  pay  a  good 
deal  to  the  poor  rates.  The  solicitors 
would  probably  make  £5  or  £10  out  of 
each  operation.  For  his  own  part,  he 
would  much  rather  pay  the  stamp  duty 
and  have  done  with  the  matter.  He 
dreaded  the  making  out  of  these  legal 
forms.  He  bad  known  a  case  where 
£300  was  paid  over  land  worth  £360. 
He  had  a  great  fear  of  all  these  Fro- 
visos. 

Amendment  agrud  Co. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Clause,  as  amended,  stand 
part  of  the  Bill." 

CoLONBL  EING-HARUAN  said,  it 
was  perfectly  absurd  to  give  a  compul- 
sory lease  for  half  an  acre  of  land.  Some 
of  the  most  eminent  lawyers  in  the 
House  had  shown  the  absurdity  of  the 
olause,  and  he  should  therefore  divide 
the  Committee  against  it. 

Question  put. 

The  Comuiittee  dicidtd  : — Ayes  87  ; 
Noes  7  :  Majority  80.  —  (Div.  List, 
No.  267.) 

Clansea  5  to  7,  inclusive,  i^rotd  tv. 


,C,oog\c 


993         Lahourtrt  {TreUnS)  {AtreusrS,  1885} 

ClaTise  8  (CompensBtion  for  loss  b7 
compnlsory  taking  of  land). 

Hb.  sexton  moved  the  omtudoa 
of  the  clauae,  on  the  ground  that  it 
would  tend  to  make  tbo  Bill  onvork- 
able.  The  Local  GoTemment  Board 
Inspeotor  had  unlimited  power  ;  and, 
therefore,  he  (Mr.  Sezton)  did  not  see 
that  say  case  for  compensation  would 
arise. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  to 
leave  out  Clause  8. — {Mr.  Staton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Clause 
stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Tbe  attorney  GENEBAL  for 
IRELAND  (Ur.  Holices)  said,  he 
thought  it  would  be  well  to  allow  the 
clause  to  stand.  Aa  a  general  rule  no 
compensation  wonld  be  awarded;  it 
would  only  be  given  in  exoeptional  cases. 
Both  in  the  interest  of  the  landlord  and 
also  of  the  occupying  tenant,  it  was 
advisable  there  should  be  some  clause 
of  this  kind. 

Mk.  gray  asked,  what  case  could 
arise  which  could  not  be  met  by  the 
adjustment  of  the  rent? 

The  attorney  GENERAL  tob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  said,  the  hon. 
Gentleman  would  notice  that  it  was  not 
only  the  owner  but  the  occupier  of  the 
land  taken  who  might  he  compensated 
for  any  loss,  injury,  or  damage  occa- 
sioned by  the  taking  of  the  land.  It 
was  possible  that  it  the  rent  were  in- 
creased an  injustice  would  be  done  to 
the  occupier. 

Mr.  sexton  said,  the  powers  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  Inspect 
enabled  him  to  take  care  that  there  wi 
no  eevenmce.  The  tenant  was  amply 
protected  already.  He  thought  that,  at 
any  rate,  the  Government  ought  to  put 
in  words  indicating  the  exoeptional 
cases. 

Thb  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Sir  William  HartDt^)  said 
that  should  be  done. 

CoLOKEL  KING-HABMAN  said,  i1 
was  quite  true  that  the  Local  Oovem- 
ment  Board  Inspector  could  order  a 
cottage  to  be  erected  where  he  pleased ; 
bnt  there  was  much  more  to  be  taken 
into  consideration  than  that.  If  half 
an  acre  was  taken  out  of  the  farm  and 
banded  over  to  a  labourer  a  certain 
amount  of  injury  would  be  done  which 
would  be  injury  to  the  occupier  as  well 
as  to  the  owner.    There  should  be  com- 
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pensation  in  such  a  case ;  especially  as 
the  compulsory  takiag  of  land  was 
always  compensated  for. 

Ma.  P.  X  POWER  remarked,  that 
the  Local  Government  Board  Inspector 
would  assuredly  take  care  that  no  injury 
was  done. 

Mb.  sexton  asked  if  the  Govern- 
ment would  introduce  words  on  Report? 

The  attorney  GENEBAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  HoLifE8)said,  he  would 
suggest,  on  Report,  to  insert,  after 
"award,"  "if  theciroumst^ces  of  the 

ise  so  require." 

Mb.  COURTNEY  agreed  so  far  with 
hon.  Gentlemen  below  the  Gangway 
that  be  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  this 
clause.  Injury  to  the  occupier  was  pro- 
vided for  in  the  matter  of  rent,  as  well 
as  injury  to  the  owner ;  but  it  would  be 
observed  tliat  by  this  clause  compen- 
sation was  to  be  given  for  loss  and 
damage — 

"Not  compenwted  for  by  the  rent  pajaWo 
to  inch  owner,  or  by  tho  apportionmant  ot  (ha 
rentpajftbleby  fluchoceupier." 
Clearly,  under  the  lease  to  bo  granted, 
the  rental  to  be  paid  would  be  reduced 
pro  tanto.  The  whole  matter  might  be 
compensated  for  by  a  reduction  of  rent. 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  said,  the 
matter  was  thrashed  out  in  the  Com- 
mittee Room.  Amongst  other  things, 
it  waa  pointed  out  that  injury  might  be 
done  by  goats  and  fowls. 

Mb.  gray  thought  the  remarks  of 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  made 
it  very  necessary  that  the  Committos 
should  consider  the  propriety  of  putting 
in  stronger  words  than  those  suggested 
by  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man. The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man considered  that  the  owner  should 
be  compensated  for  any  injuries  done 
by  goats  or  fowls. 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  protested 
against  this  attempt  to  hoodwink  the 
Committee.  It  was  absurd  to  say  that 
he  was  in  favour  of  the  owner  being 
compensated  for  injury  done  by  this 
trespass. 

8iB  JOSEPH  M'KENNA  considered 
the  law  against  trespass  waa  strong 
enough  to  leave  the  tenant  to  seek  re- 
dress for  himself. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  thought  the 
obserrations  of  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  (Colonel  Eing-Harman) 
constituted  a  strong  argument  against 
the  retention  ot  this  clause.  The  hoq. 
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and  (rallant  OenUeman  considered  that 
fow]s  would  injure  the  property  of  the 
occupying  tenant.  They  mig'ht  osBume 
that  most  of  the  labourers  would  keep 
fowls;  and,  therefore,  according  to  the 
argnment  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Oen- 
tleman,  every  property  would  be  in- 
jured, and  there  would  be  a  case  for 
compensation.  In  other  words,  tbehon. 
and  gallant  Qentleman  thought  there 
would  be  oompensatioQ  over  and  above 
the  rent  in  every  single  case  where  land 
was  oompolsprily  taken  and  a  labourer's 
cottage  was  erected.  That  was  just 
the  reason  why  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Hember  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  objected 
to  this  clauee.  The  hon.  Oentleman  ob* 
jected  to  the  olauae,  because  it  would 
give  an  opportunity  for  vexatious  and 
bogus  claimafor  compensation,  and  thus 
be  an  impediment  to  the  operation  of 
the  Act.  If  the  hour  were  not  so  ad- 
vanced (2.£0),  he  would  advise  his  hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  Sexton)  to  persevere  with 
his  objection  to  this  clause,  because  if 
he  did  he  would  find  a  large  amonnt 
of  support.  At  all  events,  his  hon. 
Friend  ought  to  prosecute  his  objection 
so  far  as  to  obtain  an  assurance  from 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  that 
the  words  introduced  should  be  such  as 
to  exclude  the  interpretation  which  the 
hon^  and  gallant  Gentleman  (Colonel 
King-Hannan)  sought  to   put  on  the 

The  attorney  GENEEAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holhbs)  said,  he  had 
already  stated  vhat  words  he  was  pre- 
pared to  introduce  on  Beport.  The 
clause  would  only  apply  to  exceptional 
cases,  and  on  Beport  he  would  be  able 
to.  insert  three  or  four  words  which 
would  make  that  clear. 

Hh.  sexton  oontanded  that  the 
very  existence  of  the  clause  in  the  Act 
would  enoonrage  every  fractions  land- 
lord in  the  country  to  make  bogus 
claims.  Therefore,  unless  the  clause 
was  to  be  atrnck  out,  the  words  ought 
to  be  veiy  ntronff  indeed — "The court 
in  any  exceptional  case  in  which  it  may 
see  cause  may  award,"  or  some  such 
words.  It  ought  to  he  made  clear  that 
if  landlorda  made  hogoa  claims  they 
would  suffer. 

OoMHKL  KINa-HABMAN  said,  the 
bon.  Qentleman  had  spoken  about 
fractious  landlords.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man knew  perfectly  well  that  one  of 
the  great  reasons  why  the  present  Act 
Mr.  T.  i*.  OConim 


had  not  worked  was  that  it  was  opposed 
by  the  oocopying  tenants.  [Mr.  Skxtok  : 
I  do  not  believe  it.J  His  experience 
justified  him  in  saying  so.  What  the 
occupying  tenants  dreaded  was  that  cot- 
tages would  be  put  up  in  places  where 
they  would  be  an  annoyance  to  them.  The 
Act  would  work  much  more  smoothly  if 
it  was  made  apparent  to  the  ocoupiei- 
that  if  he  was  injuriously  affected  there 
was  a  reasonable  chance  of  his  being 
compensated. 

Mb.  MOLLOY  thought  it  would  be 
much  better  that  when  any  land  was 
taken  from  an  occupier  his  rent  should 
be  reduced  by  the  amount  which  the 
Guardians  paid  to  the  landlord. 

Amendment  n»galh»d. 

Clauses  9  to  11,  inclusive,  agrui  U. 
Provitional  Ordtri. 

Clause  12  (Provisional  Order  may  be 
confirmed  by  the  Privy  Gonndl). 

Colonel  KING-HABMAN  proposed 
the  insertion  of  "or  occupier,"  after 
"  owner,"  in  line  14. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  9,  line 
14,  after  the  word  "owner,"  to  insert 
the  words  "or  occupier."  —  (Colontl 
King' Harm  an. ) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mb.  sexton  said,  there  was  very 
serious  objection  to  the  Amendment, 
and  he  hoped  the  Government  hod 
no  idea  of  accepting  it:  This  was  a 
case  where  a  I^visional  Order  had 
been  granted  by  the  Local  Government 
Board.  If  there  was  no  opposition  the 
Provisional  Order  took  effect;  but  if 
there  was  opposition  all  the  costs  of  an 
appearance  in  Court  would  be  incurred. 
That  would  make  all  the  difference  be- 
tween a  cheap  scheme  and  a  dear  one. 
There  were  some  landlords  in  Ireland 
who  were  reokleee,  and  others  who  were 
canning.  A  cunning  landlord  would  put 
some  mean  sneak  in  as  occupier.  There- 
fore, if  the  word  "  occupier  "  were  in* 
serted  here,  there  was  hardly  a  scheme 
which  would  not  be  opposed  by  the  oc- 
cupier, actbgnot  for  himself,  but  for  the 
landlord. 

Colonel  KING-HAHMAN  said,  that 
if  an  acre  or  two  were  taken  out  of  a 
holding  of  30  or  40  acres  it  would  not 
matter  much ;  but  a  cose  occurred  in 
Westmeath  lately  where  on  oocupier  of 
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fire  aone  was  pounced  npcHi  b^  the 
Sanitary  Authority  for  aomo  reason  best 
known  to  tbem,  and  half  an  acre  of  his 
best  land  taken  from  him  for  a  labourer. 
The  oooupier  did  not  want  a  labourer. 
If  he  had  had  doable  the  acreage  he 
would  have  been  able  to  till  it.  Was 
that  unfortunate  man,  or  were  men  in  a 
similar  position,  not  to  be  allowed  to 
petition  r 

Ub.  sexton  said,  the  Local  Qo- 
Temment  Board  luspeotor  told  the 
Select  Committoe  that  thej  never  al- 
lowed a  cottage  to  be  put  on  a  farm  of 
less  than  30  or  25  acres. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'OONNOH  said,  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  (Colonel  £ing- 
Harman)  had  taken  up  two  very  an- 
tagonistic positions.  A  few  moments 
ago  he  said  the  great  obstacle  to  the 
working  of  the  Labourers'  Act  was  the 
unwillingness  of  the  occupiers  to  have 
labourers  on  their  farms.  [Colonel 
Kiro-Habmak  :  No  ;  I  did  aot.j  He 
certainly  understood  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman  to  say  that  of  the  two, 
landlords  and  tenants,  the  tenants  were 
the  greater  obstacles.  Havingmadethat 
statement,  he  now  proposed  td  give  every 
occupier  the  power  of  imposing  a  reiy 
serious  and  costly  litigation  upon  any 
Board  of  Guardians  who  proposed  to 
erect  labourers' cottages.  If  the  Amend- 
ment ware  accepted  the  Bill  might  as 
well  be  torn  into  pieces. 

Thb  ATTOBNET  general  fob 
IBELAND  (Mr.  Holmkb)  saw  no  objec- 
tion at  aU  to  the  Amendment.  It  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  the  tenant  had 
quite  as  great  an  interest  in  the  matter 
as  the  landlord,  and  therefore  it  would 
be  unreasonable  to  deprive  him  of  the 
same  right  of  appeal  as  the  landlord. 
The  Amendment  seemed  to  him  to  be 
in  accordance  with  the  principles  of 
justioe. 

Sir  JOSEPH  M'EENNA  said,  he 
hoped  the  Goverumeat  would  not  agree 
to  the  Amendment,  on  the  oroand  that 
it  would  increase  the  couniot  between 
classes  in  Ireland. 

Mh.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  asked  the  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland  if  a  whole 
scheme  would  be  destroyed  by  the  ob- 
jection of  one  landlord  applied  to  one 
cottage  on  a  particular  farm  ?  Now,  the 
point  brought  before  the  Labourers' 
Committee  was  this,  that  the  whole  of 
an  impottant  scheme  extending  over  70 
or  80  cottages  might  be  destroyed  by 
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the  objection  of  one  landlord  applied  to 
only  one  oottage.  A  case  of  that  kind 
had  occurred. 

CoLoiTKL  KING-HARMAN :  Where 
did  that  ease  occur? 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  said,  ha  be- 
lieved it  was  on  the  estate  of  Lord 
Dunally  at  Nenagh.  Lord  Dunally 
objected  to  one  or  two  cottf^s  In  the 
whole  scheme  of  the  Nenagh  Board  of 
Guardians,  and  that  scheme  fell  through 
because  of    his    Lordship's    ohjeotiou. 

E Colonel  Kimq-Habuak  :  No,  no.]  He 
oped  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
would  hear  bim  out.  One  of  the  ques- 
tions the  Committee  had  directed  its  at- 
tention to  was  the  making  of  such  im- 
provements in  the  Act  that  the  whole  of 
the  scheme  should  not  depend  upon  the 
fate  of  8  small  portion  of  it.  Here  they 
might  have  thatobjectiouable  feature  on 
an  extended  scale.  The  whole  sohcme 
extending  over  70  or  SO  cottages  might 
fail  because  the  oooupier  of  one  half  an 
acre  which  it  was  soaght  to  take  for  a 
single  cottage  might  raise  an  objection. 
The  clause  dealt  with  by  the  Amend' 
ment  was  a  capital  point  of  the  Bill ; 
they  were  all  agreed,  and  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  would  bear  him  out, 
that  if  the  process  of  raising  these  cot- 
teges  were  not  minimized  in  the  matter 
of  expense  the  Bill  would  be  a  dead 
letter.  Here,  after  both  Administrators, 
acting  on  the  Report  of  the  Committee, 
had  endeavoured  to  minimize  the  ex- 
penditure by  doing  away  with  the  ap- 
peal to  Parliament,  and  substituting 
appeal  to  the  Privy  CounoO,  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  came  down  and  pro- 
posed  an  Amendment  which  would  prac- 
tically make  every  case  contentious.  It 
was  really  monstrous  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  to  accept  a  proposal  like 
that  which  would  mAe  every  cose  con- 
tentious. 

Thk  attorney  general  fob 
IBELANI)  (Mr.  HautEs)  said,  the  hon. 
Member  was  under  a  great  mistake  if 
ha  thought  that  the  objection  of  a  single 
owner  would  cause  the  whole  scheme  to 
be  disallowed. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR :  I  said  every 
case  would  be  made  contentious — I  did 
not  say  disallowed. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  :  The  Privy 
Council  has  power  to  award  costs  against 
any  person  who  presents  a  patitioa 
which  ought  uot  to  be  presented,  and 
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vbioh  would  be  considered  frivolona. 
Ab  all  petitioning  ocoupiers  will  be 
liable  to  tbe  danger  of  having  to  pay 
costs,  they  would  be  oaieful  not  to  bnng 
frivolous  objections. 

Mr.  sexton  said,  tbe  occupiers  of 
five-acre  boldings,  if  tbeycbose  to  ob- 
ject to  tbe  scheme,  would  bave  power 
to  compel  tbe  Guardians  to  go  to  Dublin 
before  tbe  Privy  Council.  Tbat  would 
make  the  whole  scheme  far  more  expen- 
sive— the  whole  scheme,  it  might  be  of 
100  cottages,  more  costly.  What  would 
happen  if  tbe  Amendment  were  agreed 
to  would  be  this — that  tbe  landlord 
would  get  one  of  bis  bailiffs  on  one  of 
bis  farms  to  object.  All  be  would  have 
to  do  would  be  to  get  one  of  bis  bailiffs 
or  understrappeiB  to  object ;  and  in  that 
manner  kill  the  scheme  or  obstruct  it. 
He  (Mr.  Sexton)  warned  the  Committee 
that  the  Bill  would  be  destroyed  by  tbe 
insertion  of  this  Amendment. 

Colonel  KINQ-HAEMAN  asked  the 
Committee  to  form  its  own  opinion  of 
tbe  argnmeut  of  tbe  bon.  Gentleman 
and  hia  Oolleaguee.  He  made  the  reck- 
less charge  that  the  landlords — who  were 
as  hoDOurable  a  set  of  men  aa  any  in  the 
Three  Kingdoms— were  so  discreditable 
that  when  one  heard  of  a  scheme  of 
which  be  disapproved  be  would  get  hia 
bailiffs  or  understrappers  to  object,  vritb 
the  intention  of  getting  rid  of  tbe  whole 
scheme.  Such  a  suggestion  waa  not 
worth  a  moment's  consideration.  In  tbe 
case  of  Lord  Dunally  and  the  Mullin- 
gar  Guardians,  an  appeal  was  made  in 
regard  to  certain  parts  of  a  scheme,  and 
though  tboae  particular  cottages  were 
thrown  out  the  scheme  did  not  fall 
through — the  remainder  of  it  was  passed. 
A  man — an  unfortunate  man  with  only 
five  aores  of  land,  it  might  be — if  he  ob- 
jected, oonld  relieve  himself  from  having 
a  cottage  placed  on  bis  holding ;  but  the 
remainder  of  the  cottages  in  tiiB  scheme 
might  be  built.  Was  it  not  right  that 
tbe  Guardians  should  be  at  liberty  to 
coneider  the  case  of  the  man  with  five 
aores,  and  give  him  aa  muoh  oonaidera- 
tion  as  though  he  were  a  large  landed 
proprietor  ? 

Sib  JOSEPH  M'K£NNA  asked  whe- 
ther they  could  not  fairly  leave  the  pro- 
tection of  tbe  tenant  to  the  landlord?  If 
the  tenant  went  to  the  landlord  and  ob- 
jected, if  the  landlord  was  a  good  one, 
could  it  not  be  left  to  bim  to  defend  his 
tenant  ?  If  the  farm  was  a  small  one, 
J7'e  Allomey  Otneralfor  frelani 


or  if  it  was  inconvenient  to  have  a 
cottage  built,  could  it  not  be  left  to 
bis  moral  courage  to  go  to  tbe  Privy 
Council  ?      

Colonel  KING  -  HAEMAN :  The 
owner  may  be  a  minor  or  an  absentee. 

Me.  p.  J.  POWER  aaid,  tbat  if  the 
Amendment  were  adopted,  it  might  not 
have  tbe  effect  of  killing  an  improve- 
ment scheme,  but  it  wonid  have  the 
effect  of  retarding  it  and  greatly  in- 
creasing its  cost.  Perhaps  tbe  right 
bon.  and  learned  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  could  frame  some  Amendment 
to  give  the  tenant  the  right  to  apply  to 
tbe  Local  Government  Board  or  to  the 
Privy  Council  to  have  his  case  re- 
considered. Could  it  not  be  done  in 
such  'a  way  tbat  the  effect  of  hia  re* 
quiring  to  have  bis  ease  looked  into 
would  not  necessarily  retard  tbe  sohemef 

Mb.  MOLLOY  said,  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  had  aaid  that 
the  whole  question  was  a  queetioa 
of  extra  costs,  and  that  the  oosts  were 
in  the  discretion  of  the  Oonrt.  That 
was  fallacious,  because  the  right  bon. 
and  learned  Gentlecnan  knew  as  well  as 
he  (Mr.  Molloy)  did  that  even  if  the 
slightest  case  was  shown  by  the  tenant 
the  costs  would  not  be  thrown  on  him. 
Therefore,  he  thought  a  statement  of 
that  kind  was  not  to  be  defended. 

Amendment  agretd  tc. 

Mb.  SEXTON  said,  tbat,  aa  the  Bill 
at  present  stood,  three  ratepayers  would 
be  able  to  bring  a  case  before  the 
Privy  Council,  and  the  oost,  under  any 
circumstances,  would  not,  be  should 
think,  exceed  \d.  or  2d.  in  the  pound. 
The  Amendment  he  offered  was  that  it 
should  require  as  many  ratepayers  to 
brinK  the  Sanitary  Authorities  before 
the  Privy  Council  as  it  did  to  launch 
an  arbitration,  which  was  12. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  5, 
line  17,  to  leave  out  tbe  word  "three," 
and  insert  tbe  word   "  twelve." — {Mr. 

SfxtOH.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  tbe  word 
'  three '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

The  chief  SECBETARY  (Sir 
William  Habt  Dyee]  said,  be  saw  no- 
thing magical  in  the  word  three. 

Colonel  KINQ-HARMAN  hoped  the 
Amendment  would  not  be  accepted.  If 
they  made  it  1 2,  why  not  24  ?  He  eon- 
sidered  that  three  were  quito  as  mtmj 
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as  should  bo  required  to  object  and  to 
ask  tbat  a  case  should  be  thorongbty 
inreatigated  by  a  Local  Oovemment 
Inepootor. 

Queation  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Me.  sexton  eaid,  that  the  BUI  pro- 
vided that  PetitionB  against  the  taking 
of  land  should  be  heard  by  the  Privy 
Council.  Well,  he  had  had  a  close  ac- 
quaintance with  the  proceedings  of  the 
Select  Committee,  whose  every  meeting 
be  bad  attended,  and  whose  every  wit- 
ness he  had  soen,  and  he  was,  therefore, 
in  a  position  to  say  that  the  general 
tendency  of  the  evidence  was  not  to  re- 
commend the  Privy  Council,  but  the 
Land  Commission.  The  Privy  Council 
was  little  know  in  Ireland,  and  was  less 
trusted  than  it  waa  known.  It  was 
composed  of  Judges  and  other  eminent 

Eersone;  but  it  sat  fitfully  in  I>ublin, 
e  believed,  and  an  appearance  before 
it  was  a  costly  thing.  Hie  proposal  in 
the  Amendment  on  the  Paper  was  that 
the  Land  Commission  should  be  the 
tribunal  to  hear  these  oases.  The  Com- 
mission was  now  composed  of  three 
members ;  but  it  was  proposed  in  a  Bill 
now  before  Parliament  to  appoint  two 
others.  That  was  a  Court  which  could 
go  to  the  suitors,  instead  of  requiring 
the  suitors  to  come  up  to  I>ublin  ;  and 
B  a  Court,  which  was  better  known 


to  the  people— though  they  had  any- 
thing but  perfect  confidence  in  it.  It 
VDuId,  however,  inspire  greater  confi- 


dence than  the  proposal  in  the  BilL 

Amendment  proposed, 

Id  psKe  fi,  lino  26,  to  leave  out  the  ^ords 
"  Lord  Liontenaiit,  acting  with  the  advice  of 
the  Privy  Coancil  in  IreUDd,"  and  insert  the 
wordi  "  the  Court." — (Jfr.  Stxloa.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  ont  stand  port  of  the 
Clause." 

Thb  attorney  general  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holhbs)  said,  it  seemed 
to  him  that  the  Amendment  proposed 
by  the  hon.  Member  waa  one  the  Go- 
vernment could  not  accept.  One  of  the 
reoommeudations  of  the  Committee  had 
been  that  the  Privy  Council  should  be 
substituted  for  Parliament. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  No;  the  proposal 
was  that  the  authority  should  be  either 
the  Privy  Council  or  the  Land  Gommie- 
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The  attorney  GENERAL  fos 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holues)  said,  that, 
after  carefully  considering  the  matter, 
they  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  best  tribunal  would  be  the  Privy 
Council.  It  had  on  many  occasions  acted 
in  a  similar  manner — for  instance,  under 
the  Tramways  Act.  Aa  to  the  composi- 
tion of  the  Privy  Council,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  almost  all  the  dis- 
tinguished Judges  in  Ireland  were  Mem- 
bers of  it,  aud  that  these  cases  were 
heard  by  a  Judicial  Committee  of  the 
Council.  These  matters  were  heard  in 
full  Court ;  they  were  fully  discussed  ; 
andnobodyin  the  whole  of  Ireland  would 
be  better  able  to  deal  with  such  matters. 

Ma.  T.  P.  O'CONNOR  aaid,  he  faUed 
to  see  the  cogency  of  the  argument  of 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman. 
Here  waa  a  question  dealing  with  the 
valuation  of  land;  they  had  a  tribunal 
in  the  Land  Oommission  whose  duty  it 
was  to  oonsidsr  this  aubject — which  waa 
dsily  employed  in  dealing  with  it.  They 
had,  therefore,  a  Commission  which  waa 
daily  engaged  in  the  very  work  to  which 
this  Bill  had  reference.  The  Privy 
Council,  on  the  other  hand,  waa  a  Body 
which  waa  never  called  upon  to  deal 
with  questions  of  the  valuation  of  land. 
It  was  called  on  to  deal  with  questions 
of  policy,  but  not  to  deal  with  questions 
affecting  fair  rents  and  other  matters 
which  were  daily  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Land  Commission.  Then, 
as  an  hon.  Friend  behind  him  suggested, 
the  attendance  at  this  Privy  Council 
Court  would  be  the  attendance  of  the 
Judges  of  the  land,  who  had  other  work 
to  do.  Their  attendance  was  accidental 
and  irregiUar.  They  dropped  in  "  pro- 
miscuous-like," to  use  the  phrase  of 
Dickens.  They  were  not  regularly  em- 
ployed, and  they  sat  in  Dublin ;  whereas 
the  other  tribunal  was  of  a  perambu- 
lating character. 

Colonel  COLTHURST  quite  agreed 
in  the  contention  that  the  Land  Com- 
mission would  be  the  better  autho- 
rity, and  hoped  the  Government  would 
consider  the  proposal. 

Mr.  LEA  said,  that  some  of  them 
in  the  North  of  Ireland  felt  very  strongly 
that  the  power  which  was  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Privy  Council  had  crushed 
the  Tramways  Act,  and  be  hoped  it 
would  be  done  away  with  in  this  matter 
rather  than  it  should  be  allowed  to 
crush  this  Act.     He   would  certainly 
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support  the  hon.  Members  below  the 
Gangway. 

Thb  chief  8ECEETAEY  (Sir 
WiLLiAU  Habt  Dtee)  said,  the  Bill 
bad  been  prepared  by  the  late  CtoTem- 
nent,  and  they  bad  inserted  the  Privy 
Counoil.  He  could  not  accept  the 
Amendment. 

Mb.  MOLLOT  pointed  out  that  the 
Privy  Council  knev  nothing  of  theae 
matters,  and  they  would  have  to  con- 
sult the  Land  Commissioners  and  take 
their  opinion,  although  they  would  not 
do  so  officially. 

Amendment  ntgtttvti. 

Clause,  as  amended,  tgrud  to. 

Clause  13  (Amendment  of  Proneional 
Orders  made  before  this  Act). 

Mb.  SEXTON'  wished  to  move  an 
Amendment  to  this  clause,  in  paae  7, 
line  2,. to  leave  out  the  word  "less,"  and 
insert  "more."  The  clause  provided 
that  an  amended  Provisional  Order 
should  become  absolute  within  not  less 
than  one  month ;  but  what  he  wanted  to 
provide  was  that  the  landowner  could 
object  to  such  amended  Provisional 
Order,  provided   he  did  so  in  such  a 

r'od  of  not  more  than  a  month.  What 
thought  was  that  too  much  time 
should  not  be  allowed,  and  the  landlord 
onght  not  to  be  given  more  than  one 
month.  If  he  could  not  make  up  his  mind 
in  a  month  then  the  Order  shoiud  become 
absolute,  because  it  was  essential  that 
these  people  should  not  he  kept  in  their 
wretched  habitations  longer  than  was 
absolutely  necessary. 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  did  not 
see  what  the  hon.  Member  meant,  and 
considered  that  the  clause  was  very 
much  better  as  it  stood  than  it  would  be 
if  amended  as  suggested. 

Question,  "That  the  word  'less' 
stand  part  of  the  Question,"  put  and 
lugativid. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mb.  sexton  moved,  in  page  7,  after 
line  7,  to  insert — "  An  amending  Pro- 
Tisional  Order  may  alter  eitee  and  other- 
wise vary  the  original  Order." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  roa 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holuzs)  thought  there 
waa  no  objection  to  that  Amendment. 

Amendment  i^etd  to. 

Olanse,  as  amended,  agritd  to. 
Jfr.Z*» 


Jldditionsl  Poureri  of  Sanitary 
Authoritiet. 

Clause  14  (Amendments  in  schemes). 

Mb.  sexton  moved,  in  page  7,  line 
14,  to  leave  out  all  the  words  bom 
"necessary"  to  the  end  of  the  para- 
graph. The  effect  of  this  was  to  strike 
out  the  word  which  precluded  the  Sani- 
tary Authority  from  amending  their 
eohemes  so  as  to  alter  the  proposed  area 
of  charge  before  the  Froviaional  Order 
was  made. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  7,  line 
14,  to  leave  out  from  "  necessary,"  to 
end  of  Clause. — {Mr.  Stxton.) 

Amendment  agreid  to. 

Colonel  XING-HARMAK  moved, 
in  page  7,  line  34,  to  leave  out  "  if  necee> 
sary," and  insert  "if  applied  to."  The 
object  of  this  was  to  provide  that  when 
a  local  inquiry  into  the  propoeed  amend- 
ments of  a  scheme  waa  desirable,  there 
should  he  a  demand  for  it  from  the  plaoe 
interested. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  7,  line 
34,  toleave  out  tbe  words  "  if  necessary," 
and  insert  "if  applied  to." — {Colonel 
Eitig'Harman . ) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 

gropoaed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
lause." 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Sir 
WiLLiAU  Hakt  Dtke)  said,  he  would 
accept  the  Amendment,  but  would  pro- 
pose to  add  after  the  words  "if  applied 
to, "the  words  "by  the  owner  or  occupier 
of  the  land  proposed  to  be  acquired." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  tor 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holkeb)  thought  it 
would  perhaps  be  better  if  tbe  words 


Because  there  might  be  some  other 
grounds  for  an  inquiry  apart  altogether 
from  the  owner  aud  occupier. 

Thk  CHIEF  SECHETABY  (Sir 
WiLLUM  Habt  Dtke)  thought  the 
clause  would  run  very  well "  if  applied 
to  by  the  owner,"  Ac. 

Question  put,  and  ntgatieti. 

Question,   "That  the  words  'if  ap- 

{ilied  to  by  the  owner  or  oooupier  of  the 
and  proposed  to  be  acquired '  be  here 
insert«d,"  put,  and  agrttd  to. 
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Ms.  SEXTON  proposed,  in  line  37, 
to  leave  out  from  the  word  "  efTeot  "  to 
the  end  of  the  paragraph.  The  vorde 
vhioli  vonld  thns  be  left  out  were  the 
toUoving 

''The  Locftl  Go»«min«nt  Boud  Bhall  not 
adopt  an;  imaiidiiieDtB  ia  a  ■chema  if  luch 
anendmants  would,  in  their  opinion,  matariaUf 
•ddto  the  eitiamtnl  coat  of  the  Boheme." 

Such  amendments  as  those  mentioned 
this  prtyrision  might  be  found  absolutely 
essential  to  the  success  of  the  scheme. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  7,  line 
S7,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  "  effect " 
to  end  of  paragraph.— (J/r.  Stxton.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
CUai      " 

Hb.  COURTNEY  asked  whether  this 
provision  was  not  intended  to  give  a  safe- 
guard to  the  persons  affected  locally?  It 
waa  a  matter  which  not  only  affected  the 
Sanitary  Authority  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  but  the  people  in  the  locality 
themselves.  . 

Mb.  sexton  pointed  out  tbat  there 
would  be  a  local  inquiry  into  the  amend- 
ments, which  could  not  be  made  except 
by  the  Local  Authority,  who  would  have 
to  pay  the  money. 

Amendment  agrttd  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agrtid  to. 

Clause  15  (Powers  of  the  Sanitary  Au- 
thority  relative  to  purchase  existing  cot- 
tages,  and  allot  loud  to  existing  cot- 

Colonel  KING-HARM  AN  moved,  in 
page  8,  line  13,  to  leave  out  all  the  words 
from  "cottage,"  to  the  word  "repair," 
inline  13.  He  waa  not  quite  dear  as 
to  the  bearing  of  these  words. 

Amendment  proposed, 


{Ctinul  Kinf-Sarmaa.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
Uie  Clause." 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holues)  said,  they 
were  more  or  less  immaterial  words, 
and  he  had  no  objection  to  their  being 
out  out. 

CoLONuL  KING-HARMAN  did  not 
think  they  were  immaterial  at  all.  They 
would  certainly  prevent  anyone  build- 
ing labourers'  cottages  in  future. 
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The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  pob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Hulmus)  said  he  bad 
accepted  the  Amendment. 

Mb.  sexton  pointed  out  that  it 
seemed  extremely  hard  to  please  the 
bon.  and  gallant  Gentleman. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mb.  TILLIERS-STUART  moved,  in 
page  8,  line  19,  after  "labourer,"  to 
insert — 

"  Or  may,  without  havinii;  or  parchannginT 
cottage,  purchase  tracts  of  land  to  b«  pareellM 
out  in  allohnents  to  be  let  to  kd.j  agriCDltaral 
Ia1>oureri  living  in  any  neighbooring  village 

The  object  of  the  Amendment  was  to 
extend  to  the  labourers  living  in  vil- 
lages or  towns  the  advantages  of  allot- 
ments. He  need  not  say  more  on  the 
subject ;  but  he  did  hope  that  the  Go- 
vernment would  see  their  way  to  accept- 
ing the  Amendment,  because,  if  they 
did  not,  they  would  exclude  from  the 
benefits  of  the  Bill  a  very  large  number 
of  those  whom  it  was  really  intended  to 
benefit. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  B,  line  19,  after  ths  word  "1»- 
bonrer,"  to  insert  "  or  may,  without  having  or 
puichadng  any  cottage,  pnrchase  tracia  of 
land  to  be  paroslled  out  in  allotments  to  be  let 
to  any  agricultural  labourers  living  io  any 
neighbouring  village  ortown." — {Mr.  Villitrt- 
SluarL) 

Question  proposed,  "Thatthosewords 
be  there  inserted." 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Sir 
Welluu  Habt  Dyke)  was  afraid  that 
this  Amendment  interfered  with  the 
whole  principle  of  the  Bill,  and  also  of 
that  of  18tJ3,  which  kept  the  ownership 
of  the  cott^e  and  land  identical. 

Colonel  NOLAN  thought  that  this 
would  be  a  most  valuable  provision,  and 
could  not  be  of  a  very  revolutionary 
character,  seeing  that  it  was  proposed 
by  one  of  the  very  largest  landowners 
in  Ireland. 

Mb.  CALLAN  sud,  he  thought  the 
proposal  a  fair  one.  There  were  no 
Guardians  to  be  taxed  in  this  matter. 
Why  should  labourers  in  villages  occu- 
pying cottages  without  land  be  deprived 
of  tho  benefit  of  having  new  cottages 
built  in  another  placer  He  did  not 
think  the  Lon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
Dublin  County  (Colonel  Kiog-Harman) 
would  object  to  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  Member  fur  Waterlocd  (Mr.  VUliers- 
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Stuart).  Seeing  tbat  euch  a  proposal 
was  made  by  a  landlord,  lie  thought  he 
ought  to  accept  the  suggestion. 

Colonel  KING-HAliMAN  said,  he 
should  have  no  objection  vhatever  to 
agree  to  the  Amendment,  if  certain 
words  were  inserted  in  it.  He  did  not 
think  it  right  to  make  it  compulsory  on 
the  landland  to  sell  the  best  portions  of 
hie  land  for  the  purpose  of  the  Bill. 
He  was  willing  to  accept  the  Amend- 
ment, with  the  addition  of  the  words 
"by  agreement." 

Mb.  sexton  said,  he  hoped  the 
mind  of  the  CFovemment  remained  open 
on  this  subject.  The  object  was  to  save 
expense.  It  was  absurd  that  because  a 
labourer  lived  in  a  bad  bouse  the  pub- 
lic purse  was  to  be  used  in  bnying  for 
his  benefit  a  house  and  land,  while  the 
man  who  had  a  good  house  was  to  get 
nothing.  It  was  simply  a  question  of  a 
good  or  bad  dwelling ;  and  he  could  not 
understand  what  the  intention  of  the 
Government  was  with  regard  to  it. 

Mb.  GBAY  said,  this  was  probably 
the  most  important  point  in  connection 
with  the  whole  Bill.  The  proposal  of 
the  hon.  Member,  if  adopted,  would  con- 
fer an  enormous  benedt,  and  he  trusted 
that  the  Qovemment  would  consider 
it  favourably.  It  was  the  one  Amend- 
ment put  down  to  the  Bill  which  bad  a 
consensus  of  opinion  in  its  favour.  It 
was  agreed  on  all  bands  that  the  clause 
would  be  most  useful ;  and  he  thought 
that  the  argument  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  in  its  favour 
was  very  strong — that  was  to  say, 
that  if  a  man  had  a  bad  cottage,  be 
was  to  get  the  benefit  of  the  Bill,  and 
that  if  be  had  a  good  one  he  was  not 
to  have  it.  The  Amendment,  if  made, 
would  revolutionize  the  condition  of 
labourers  in  Ireland,  and  would,  on  the 
whole,  be  of  immense  boneliC. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  said,  in  its 
present  form,  the  Government  certainly 
could  not  accept  the  proposal.  It  would 
constitute  too  great  an  alteration  of  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  VILLIER8.8TUART  said,  he 
was  ready  to  accept  an  Amendment 
from  the  bon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
Dublin  County  (Colonel  King-Harman) 
in  the  direction  he  had  indicated. 

Mr  O'KELLT  said,  he  hoped  the 
Government  would  see  their  way  to 
accept  the  Amendment  suggested  by 
Jfr.  Callan 
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the  hnn.  and  gallant  Member  for  Dub- 
lin County— namely,  to  add  the  words 
"by  agreement,"  after  "purchase." 
He  could  see  no  objection  whatever  to 
that;  they  were  simply  seeking  to  extend 
tbe  advantages  of  the  Bill  to  labourers 
living  in  villages  and  small  towns. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  ro« 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holsies)  said,  ha  wm 
willing  to  agree  to  the  Amendment  sug- 
gested by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mqmber 
for  Dublin  County  (Colonel  King-Har- 
man) ;  but  as  he  was  not  prepared  to 
accepi  the  words  of  the  bon.  Member 
for  Waterford  as  they  stood  on  the 
Paper,  he  suggested  that  the  matter 
should  stand  over  until  the  Report. 

Ma.  T.  P.  O'CONNOR  said,  it  wooJd 
be  a  very  easy  thing  for  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  to  agree  to  insert 
the  words  "  by  agreement,"  which 
would  remove  all  difficulty  in  tbe 
matter. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  said  pro- 
posed Amendment,  to  insert,  after  the 
word  "purchase,"  in  line  2,  tbe  words 
"  by  agreement." — (J/r.  T.  t.  0' Conner.) 

Amendment  agrnd  to. 

Original  Amendment,  as  amended, 
agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agretd  to. 

Clause  16  (Closing  of  dwellings  unfit 
for  habitation]. 

Mr.  SEXTON  said,  this  clause  cast 
on  tbe  Inspector  of  the  Local  Qovem- 
ment Board  the  duty  of  prosecnting  the 
owner  of  any  bouse  which  might  be 
unfit  for  habitation,  and  in  the  result 
the  house  might  be  ordered  to  be  de- 
molished. It  would  be  seen,  however, 
that  the  demolition  might  be  postponed 
until  the  house  was  empty,  which  would 
have  the  efi'ect  of  defeating  the  object 
they  had  in  \-iew.  He,  therefore,  pro- 
posed to  leave  out  the  words  "may,  if 
they  think  fit,"  in  order  that  the  word 
"  shall  "  be  inserted. 

Amendment  proposed, 

la  page  9,  line  30,  to  leavs  out  the  wnrdi 
"may,  i(  th«y  think  fit,"  and  inwrt  tha  wonl 
"  BhalL"— (Jfr.  Srxlon.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  worda 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause," 

Mr.  GRAY  said,  he  was  of  opinion 
that  it  would  be  better  to  omit  thisdanM 
altogether.  There  was  already  a  duty 
cast  upon  the  Sanitary  Aatboritiee  with 
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regard  to  habitations  unSt  fur  occupa- 
tion by  a  long  and  complex  Oode.  It 
vaa  the  duty  of  the  SaDitar;  Authori- 
ties to  find  out  houees  unfit  for  habita- 
tion, under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  and 
it  vas  the  duty  of  the  Guardians  to  pro- 
ceed againxt  the  owner  nf  the  house 
and  compel  it  to  be  closed,  and  then  it 
vas  the  duty  of  the  Local  Qoyemment 
Board  to  see  that  the  Sanitary  Authority 
did  its  duty  and  had  the  house  closed. 
The  proposal  now  made  was  to  release 
the  Sanitary  Authority  of  the  duty  cast 
upoa  it  by  another  Act  of  Parliament. 
He  asked  the  Attorney  Qenerol  for 
Ireland  to  bear  with  him  for  a  few 
moments.  The  Act  imposed  a  apeoifio 
duty  OQ  the  Sanitary  Authority  in  the 
case  of  any  house  unfit  for  habitation. 
Snppoea  tlie  local  Inspector  certified 
that  a  house  was  unfit  for  habitation, 
and  suppose  the  Sanitary  Authority 
availed  itself  of  its  right  under  this 
Act,  it  would  be  necessary  to  get  an  in- 
junction to  compel  it  to  do  its  duty. 
This  Bill  contradicted  the  Public  Health 
Acts ;  and,  therefore,  be  thought  it 
would  he  better  to  strike  out  the  whole 
aeotion.  If  it  was  to  be  maintained  at 
all,  it  ought  to  be  made  a  working  sec- 
tion by  imposing  on  the  Authorities  the 
duty  of  providing  a  good  house,  if  once 
the  house  in  which  the  man  was  living 
was  proved  to  be  unfit  for  habitation. 
But  the  Qovemment  shrank  from  doing 
that,  and  the  result  was  that  they  pro- 
posed what  was  a  contradiction  of  the 
existing  law,  because  by  the  existing 
law  a  certain  duty  waa  imposed  on  the 
Sanitary  Authority,  and  by  this  olause 
it  was  exempted  from  performio 
Amendment  ogretd  to, 

Mr.  GRAY:  I  propose  to  leave  out 
the  clause  altogether. 

The  CHAI£MAN  :  The  hon.  Mem 
her  can  vote  against  the  clause  when  it 
is  put. 

Mr.  CALLAN:  I  propose  to  leave 
out  Sub- section  4, 

Toe  CHAIEMAN  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber proposes  to  leave  out  a  section 
whioh  the  Committee  have  already 
agreed  to  amend. 

Mr.  CALLAN  said,  the  last  Amend' 
ment  was  to  omit  the  words  "  may,  if 
they  think  fit,"  and  insert  "  shall."  His 
proposal  was  to  omit  the  sub-section. 

The  CHAIRMAN :  The  hon.  Member 
cannot  go  back  to  the  words  "  Sanitary 


Authorities,"  and  propose  to  leave  them 
out  because  an  Amendment  has  been 
made  subsequent  to  that. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holues]  said,  he  bad 
listened  to  what  had  been  etated  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Carlow  (Mr.  Gray) ; 
but,  according  to  his  recollection,  there 
was  no  inoonaistency  between  the  oUuse 
and  the  existing  law.  However,  the 
matter  should  be  considered  before  the 
Report. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agrt»d  to. 

Mitetllaneout. 
Clause  17  (Miscellaneous  Amendments 
of  Actofl883). 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Sexton,  the  follow- 
ing Amendment  made: — Page  9,  line 
39,  leave  out  from  "  one,"  inclusive,  to 
end  of  line  41,  and  insert  "  any  time." 
Clause,  as  amended,  agrttd  to. 
Clause  18  (Definitions). 
Mb,  sexton  proposed  the  omission 
of  the  word  "  principal,"  in  line  29,  and 
urged  upon  the  Govemment  the  vital 
importance  of  accepting  the  Amend- 
ment. The  definition  of  an  agricultural 
labourer  had  been  found  to  be  the 
greatest  impediment  in  the  application 
of  the  present  Act.  In  some  cases  the 
schemes  of  Boards  of  Guardians  had 
fallen  through  altogether,  because  the 
Inspector  of  the  Local  Government 
BoE^  could  not  be  satisfied  that  the 
principal  occupation  of  the  labourers 
was  that  of  agricultural  labour.  There 
were  many  places  in  Ireland  where  the 
labourer  could  only  get  work  on  farms 
during  the  spring  operations,  in  the 
hervest-time,  and  when  the  potatoes 
were  being  put  in— in  all  about  16 
weeks'  work.  It  waa  not  the  fault  of 
those  poor  men  that  they  could  not  get 
agricultural  labour  through  the  year. 
When  agricultural  labour  failed,  they 
mended  the  roads  or  drove  care — and, 
indeed,' anything  they  could  get  to  do. 
Why  ehould  those  men  be  deprived  of 
the  benefit  of  the  Act?  Hha  town 
labourer  was  provided  for  by  law ;  why 
should  not  the  labourer  be  provided  for 
who  did  as  much  agricultural  work  as 
as  he  could  get?  Tlie  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr. 
Parnell)  proposed,  and  be  (Mr.  Sexton) 
1  moved  the  Amendment  in  his  hon. 
I  Friend's  name,  that  an  agricultural 
labourer — 


>y  Google 


Lahour»ri  ( Ireland)  \  OOMMONU  ( 


(JV'o.  3)  SiU.  1013 


"  SIuUl  mean  a  per«os  vfioae  occupation 
doring  anv  part  of  the  year  is  the  doing  of 
■gncaltnnl  work." 

By  "  any  part  of  the  year "  was  meant 
tlie  agricultural  eeaeou.  The  Qovem- 
ment  were  not  spending  their  own 
money  \  the  local  rates  n'ould  have  to 
Bnpply  every  \d.  qwut  on  the  operation 
of  the  Act.  From  an  Im[>erial  point  of 
view,  from  the  point  of  view  of  states- 
men desirins  to  put  an  end  to  discon- 
tent in  Ireland,  he  conld  not  under- 
stand how  anyone  could  refuse  the  de- 
finition of  an  agricultural  labourer  which 
he  now  snggeeted.  It  was  clear  to  him 
that  unless  Parliament  accepted  in  a 
bold  spirit  the  state  of  Ireland  as  it  was, 
they  would  leave  such  a  condition  of 
things  behind  as  would  create  the  neces- 
sity for  another  amending  Bill  next 
year,  or  the  year  after. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  10, 
line  29,  to  leave  out  the  word  "  princi- 
pal. "^Jfr.  S»xton.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  principal '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

Kb.  QSAT  said,  there  was  abso- 
lutely no  reason  for  the  retention  of  the 
definition  of  an  agricultural  labourer 
found  in  the  clause.  The  object  of  this 
Bill  should  be  to  extend  the  benefit  of 
the  Artisans'  Dwellings  Act  to  the 
inhabitants  of  rural  districts  who  had 
not  the  benefit  of  the  legislation,  and 
who  ought  not  to  be  shut  off  from  it  by 
any  artificial  restrictions.  He  trusted 
the  QoTemmsnt  would  accept  the  Amend- 
ment of  his  hoD.  Friend,  as  it  would  re- 
move a  great  grievance,  and  one  which 
was  a  source  of  much  heartbnraing. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  said,  the 
Amendment  was  one  of  a  very  serious 
character.  He  did  not  think  there  would 
be  any  difficulty  in  ascertaining  what 
men  could  be  properly  described  as 
^;ricultural  labourers.  To  fulfil  the 
conditions,  it  was  not  necessary  that  a 
man  should  do  agricnltursl  work  every 
day  in  the  week.  He  could  not  accept 
the  Amendment,  because  it  seemed  to 
him  that  its  introduction  would  bring  in 
an  entirely  different  class  of  men  to  that 
contemplated  by  the  Bill. 

U:r.  O'SHEA  asked  whether  the  Go- 
vernment would,  under  the  circum- 
BtancB,  put  words  in  the  Bill  to  show 
clearly  what  was  an  agricultural  la- 
bourer. The  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
Jfr.  Stxtett 


land  had  said  it  was  not  necessary 
for  a  man  to  labour  every  day  in 
the  week.  He  (Ur.  O'Sheaj  had 
considerable  experienoe  in  various  parts 
o£  the  West  of  Ireland;  and  he  could 
not  help  thinking  that  unless  soma 
Amendment  of  this  kind  were  accepted 
the  Bill  would  benefit  very  few  men. 
It  might  possibly  be  that  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Glentleman  (Mr.  Sex- 
ton) went  too  far;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  it  was  perfectly  evident  that  the 
clause,  as  it  now  stood,  did  not  go  far 
enough.  Could  not  the  Qovamment 
propose  something  as  a  go-between  T 

Twx  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  Hmtnv  Hoiiiwn)  said,  that 
this  Bill  went  further  in  the  direction 
hon.  Members  desired  than  the  Act  47 
Vitt.  c.  60.  In  that  Act  the  words  were 


"  A  person  wboea  principal  ooeapatioa  is  tlie 
doing  of  agricultoral  work." 
There  was  a  great  difference  between 
the  two  sets  of  words.  Ho  did  not  anti- 
ticipate  the  slightest  difficulty  in  ascer- 
taining who  was,  and  who  was  not,  an 
agricultural  labourer.  This  Bill  cer- 
taioly  went  further  than  the  Act  of  1863. 

Mb.  SEXTON  asked  if  the  Qovem- 
ment  would  say — 

"  A  penoa  whose  principal  occapatioD  daring 
the  chief  or  regular  season*  of  aEncuUnnl  vork 
is  the  doing  of  agncultnral  wo^  F " 
If  the  definition  was  not  wide  enough  to 
cover  men  who  at  times  could  not  get 
agricultural  work,  thousands  of  men 
would  be  shut  out  from  the  benefit  of 
the  Act. 

Coi-onelCOLTHURST  said,  that  per- 
haps the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
would  consider  the  point  between  this 
and  Report.  The  present  definition 
would  exclude  the  many  labourers  in 
County  Cork  who  could  only  get  ^ri- 
cultural  labour  during  certain  periods  of 
the  year. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAN1>  (Mr.  Holms)  said,  he  had 
no  objection  to  consider  the  matter  by 
Report;  but  he  doubted  still  whether 
he  could  find  words  which  would  aptly 
express  the  object  they  had  in  view. 

Me.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  said,  that  if 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  would 
read  the  evidence  given  before  the  Select 
Committee  by  the  Inspectors  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  be  would  find  that 
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those  officials  had  been  compelled  to 
exclude  a  vaet  number  of  labourers 
from  the  operation  of  the  present  Act, 
because,  dnriDg  a  portion  of  the  year, 
they  did  other  than  agricultural  work. 
The  words  of  the  present  Act,  which 
the  Seoretar;  to  theTreasury  (Sir  Henry 
Holland)  had  read,  were  the  result  of  a 
compromise  which  was  hurriedly  arrived 
at.  He  did  not,  therefore,  attach  very 
mnoh  importance  to  the  words,  though 
b»  beliered  he  himself  Buggested  them. 
Anyhow,  he  assured  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  and  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  that  a  large  number  of  men 
who  really  were  agricultural  labourers 
had  been  excluded  from  the  benefit  of 
the  present  Act  by  the  definition  which 
was  adt^ted.  It  was  a  well-known  fact 
that  in  Ireland  men  could  only  get  agri- 
eultural  labour  during  certain  portions 
of  the  jrear,  and  that  at  other  times  they 
£shed,  or  broke  stones,  or  drore  oars. 
Surely  there  was  no  valid  reason  why 
those  poor  creatures  should  be  deprived 
of  any  benefit  which  the  Act  conferred. 
Amendment  negatived. 
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Hb.  sexton  proposed  to  insert, 
after  "herdsman,"  in  line  31,  "and 
a  widow  who  does  farm  work."  Any- 
on«  who  knew  Ireland  knew  that  very 
often  when  a  man  died  a  widow  con- 
tinued to  work  the  farm.  He  supposed 
there  was  no  intention  in  any  quarter  to 
deprive  women  of  the  advant^es  of  the 
Act.  It  was  well  the  matter  should  be 
made  clear,  and,  therefore,  he  proposed 
this  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  10, 
line  SI,  after  the  word  "  herdsman,"  to 
insert  the  words  "and  a  widow  who 
does  farm  work." — {Mr.  StxloH.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  said,  he  bad 
no  objection  to  make  it  clear  that 
"a^icultoral  labourer"  should  include 
women ;  but  be  did  not  think  this 
Amendment  would  serve  that  purpose, 
for  it  was  certainly  very  ambiguous. 
"Words  might  be  introduced  on  Beport. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mb.  BEXTON  proposed  to  insert  the 
words  "whoUyorpartly," after  "not,"  in 
line  32,  so  that  the  clause  would  read — 


"  The  term  does  not  inclnde  vtj  penos  who 
u  not  wboUf  or  partly  pud  for  his  labour  by 

In  many  parts  of  Ireland  labourers  were 
paid  partly  by  wages  and  partly  in 
kind.  It  was  as  well  the  point  should 
bo  made  clear. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  10, 
line  32,  after  the  word  "not,"  to  insert 
the  words  "wholly  or  partly." — (Jfr. 
Setilon.) 

Amendment  agreed  U. 

Colonel  KING-HAEMAN:  Sir  Ar- 
thur Otway,  I  desired  to  speak  upon  the 
Amendment. 

The  OHAIRMAN  :  I  am  veiy  8on7 
I  did  not  notice  the  bon.  and  gallant 
Qontleman  rise;  but  he  cannot  now 
speak  upon  the  Amendment. 

Colonel  KING-HAEMAN:  I  bow 
to  your  decision.  Sir;  but  I  rose  befbre 
you  put  the  Question. 

The  CHAIRMAN :  I  have  no  donbt 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gontleman  is  quite 
correct ;  bnt  I  did  not  notice  him, 

OoLOHKL  EING-HARMAN :  I  beg  to 
move  that  you  do  report  Progress. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "That 
the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and 
ask^ leave  to  sit  again," — {Calotul King- 
Barman,) — put,  and  negatived. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  19  to  21,  inclusive,  agreed  to. 

Mk.  sexton  proposed,  after  Clause 

13,  to  insert  the  following  new  Clause: — 
(OrdfiTconfimied before  thspauingof  thuAct 
may  be  auperseded  by  new  Order.) 
"'Wheno  nnitaryanthoritrhas  not  obtained 
and  applied  a  Jn^raty  loan  in  pnraaance  ot  a 
Provimonal  Order  made  and  confirmed  by  Par- 
liament before  the  pawing  of  this  Act,  saoh 
Order  may  be  aUowed  to  lapse,  and  luch  sani- 
tary authority  may  aratl  itaelf  of  theproTirions 
of  this  Act  in  applying  for  a  new  I^vinonal 
Order,  and  may  proseed  in  all  respeote  a«  it 
riffinal  Order  had  not  been  made  and  oon* 
firmed. 

He  thought  this  clause  would  recom- 
mend itself  to  the  Qovemment.  It  was 
an  attempt  to  meet  the  case  of  Sanitary 
Authorities  who  had  already  obtained 
power.  Those  AutboritieB  had  to  pur- 
chase  land  or  would  purchase  land,  and 
it  might  be  a  very  expensive  operation. 
As  this  Act  would  enable  Sanitary  Autho- 
rities to  lease  land  as  well  as  buy  it,  he 
proposed  that  the  old  power  should 
lapse  and  the  Authorities  be  permitted 
to  proceed  by  the  cheaper  method. 
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New  Cla«8P,— (J/r.  S'xton).—broiii;!,( 
up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

UotioD  made,  and  Question  proposeu, 
"That  the  Clauee  be  tead  a  Bocond 
time." 

Thb  ATTOENET  general  tor 
IRELAND  (Mr,  Holmes)  was  under- 
stood to  Bay  he  would  consider  the  ques- 
tion involTed  in  the  clause  by  Heport. 

Claase,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

The  chairman  eaid,  that  the  new 
clauae,  "  Appaintment  of  inspectors  of 
labourers'  dwellings,"  standing  in  the 
name  of  the  hon.  tieutleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Waterford  (Mr.  Villiers- Stuart), 
could  not  be  put,  because  it  voted  public 
money;  and  that  the  olauBe,  "Repayment 
of  loans,"  standing  in  the  name  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr. 
Famell),  could  not  be  put  for  the  same 
reason. 

Mb.  sexton  asked  if  the  Oovem- 
ment  would  make  an  announcement  on 
the  aubjeot  of  the  repayment  of  loans? 
Perhaps  it  would  be  well  that  he  should 
move  to  report  Progress,  in  order  to 
afford  the  GoTemment  an  opportunity 
of  stating  their  intentions. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  foe  IRE- 
LAND (Sir  WiLUAM  Hast  Dyke)  said, 
he  did  not  know  whether  he  would  be 
in  Order  in  making  an  explanation. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  I  move  to  report 
Progress,  on  the  ground  that  ve  cannot 
well  proceed  without  knowing  what  the 
QoTemment  propose. 

Tbe  CHAIRMAN:  Probably  the 
Committee  will  allow  the  right  hon. 
Qentleman  to  make  a  short  explana- 

The  chief  SECEBTART  (Sir 
WnxiAU  Ha&t  Dtke)  was  understood 
to  say  that  it  was  proposed  to  extend  the 
time  of  repayment,  and  that,  in  future, 
loans  to  be  repaid  in  40  years  would  be 
advanced  at  the  rate  of  3^  per  cent  per 
annum,  and  those  to  bo  repaid  in  more 
than  40  years  at  Z^  per  cent  per  annum. 

Mb.  sexton  said,  he  did  not  wish 
to  make  any  observation  on  that  state- 
ment. 

The  CHAIRMAN :  I  am  calling  on 
the  hon.  Member  to  move  the  latter 
part  of  his  next  Amendment— the  first 
part  of  it  cannot  be  put. 

Mb.  sexton  said,  he  begged  to 
move  the  new  clause — "  Allowances  to 
Saoitaiy   Authority  out  of  a  general 
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rate" — standing  in  the  name  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  City  of 
Cork  (Mr.  Pamell),  The  great  impedi- 
ment in  the  way  of  the  working  of  this 
Act  would  be  the  desire  on  the  part  of 
Boards  of  Oaardians  for  the  saving  of 
expense;  and  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
City  of  Cork  and  his  Friends  had  oon- 
aidered  the  matter,  and  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  would  bridge  over  the 
difficulty  if  they  arranged  that  the  Sani- 
tary Authority  should  be  allowed,  out 
of  a  rate  to  be  anually  levied  for  the 
purpose,  one-third,  payable  annually  by 
such  Sanitary  Authority  in  respeotof  each 
house  and  plot  provided  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Labourers'  Act,  1683,  or  of 
the  present  Bill.  The  rate  would  be  levied 
on  tiie  Poor  Lav  Valuation,  and  it  was 
provided  in  the  clause  that  the  rate  so 
levied  should  not  exceed  Id.  in  the 
pound.  He  thought  public  opinion  in 
Ireland  would  cheerfully  accede  to  such 
a  rate  as  that  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
viding comfortable  houses  for  poor 
labourers.  He  did  not  believe  that  the 
sum  required  would  reach  \d.  in  the 
pound.  A  penny  on  the  Poor  Law 
Valuation  of  Ireland  would  pay  for 
40, 000  bouses,  whereas  the  total  number 
it  was  proposed  to  erect  at  the  time  the 
Committee  sat  was  only  3,000.  So  that 
the  Committee  would  see  that  in  the 
five  years  in  which  it  was  proposed  to 
carry  out  this  work  the  sum  which  would 
he  required  would  not  amount  to  \d.  in 
the  pound.  The  allowance  to  the  Board 
of  Guardians  would  be  £1  5<.  fitf.,  and 
the  labourers  would  pay  £2  12t.,  which 
would  leave  only  a  emcdl  balance  to  be 
imposed  as  a  burden  on  tbe  local  rates. 
It  was  where  tbe  Act  was  needed  most 
that,  under  existing  circumstances,  there 
was  the  least  chance  of  its  being  put  in 
force.  If  the  Committee  would  allow 
this  clause  to  be  put  into  tbe  Bill  he  was 
sure  they  would  he  removing  an  impedi- 
ment in  the  way  of  the  working  of  the 
Act  which  in  a  very  short  time  would 
put  an  end  to  tbe  discontent  of  the  la- 
bourers. Ho  begged  to  move  the  inser- 
tion of  the  following  new  Clause : — 

New  Clause : — 

(Allowance!  to  Mnitary  sathority  oot  of  k 
gmsisl  rate.) 

"Each  CRnitary  authority  which  beoomei 
liahla  for  repayment  of  loaot  under  '  The  La- 
bouren  (Ireland)  Act,  IB83,'  or  Uiie  Act,  shall 
be  allowed,  out  of  a  rate  to  be  annually  levied 
for  the  pnriHjM  on  the  Poor  Law  Taloation  of 
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Ireland,  one-third  of  tlio  amoiiDt  pufftble  annn- 
»lly  by  such  nnitaiy  anthorily  in  respect  of 
each  house  and  plot  provided  in  virtue  of  the 
provirion*  of  'Tba  LabouTen'  ( Ireland)  Act, 
ISB3,'  or  of  this  Act:  Provided,  That  inch  rate 
ta  be  (0  levied  shall  not  exceed  one  penny  in 
the'ponnd:  Provided  alao,  That  notacli  altaw- 
ftnce  shall  exceed  in  any  oaae  the  annoal  tarn  of 
ona  pound  Are  abiUiDga  and  sixpence  in  respect 
of  each  inch  houM  and  plot  of  land," — [Jfr. 
Stxtan,) 

— irauffM  tif,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the   daase  be  read  a  second 


The  attorney  QENEEAL  tor 
IBELAND  (Mr.  Houas)  said,  this 
olaOBB  was  a  Ter;  serious  one,  and  he 
did  not  think  it  would  be  possible  for 
the  Qoremment  to  accept  it.  This  rate 
would  be  strnok  on  towns  as  well  as  on 
CO  untiy  districts,  and  be  did  not  see  how 
they  could  well  tax  urban  residents  in 
order  to  build  cottajcss  for  agricultural 
labourers.  Suoh  a  thing  woi^d  neither 
be  fair  nor  just ;  and,  having  reference 
to  the  fiict  that  towns  in  Ireland  had 
already  enough  to  do  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  poor,  be  thought  it  would 
be  very  unfair  to  ask  them  to  paj  any 
part  of  this  rate.  Besides  that,  there 
might  be  many  distnots  in  Ireland 
where,  throngb  the  industry  and  thrift 
of  the  inhabitants,  the  labouring  classes 
were  well-housed.  Why  should  they 
contribute  towards  the  ezjpense  of  pro- 
viding labourers'  cottages  for  other  parts 
of  the  country  ? 

Hb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  said,  he  should 
]ike  to  point  out  that  this  proposal  was 
made  on  the  Labourers'  Committee.  It 
was  discussed  there,  and  there  was  no 
very  great  objection  raised  to  it  on  the 
part  of  the  English  Members.  The  hon. 
and  gallant  G«ntleman  (Colonel  King- 
Harman)  had  objected ;  but  the  hostility 
on  the  part  of  the  English  Uembers 
was  that  the  proposal  was  brought  for- 
ward just  as  the  Committee  was  about 
to  conclude  its  labours.  He  did  not 
know  whether  the  Committee  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  abortive  legislation  of 
the  late  Chief  Secretary  as  to  National 
teachers  in  Ireland.  In  that  Bill  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  proposed  a 
National  rate  for  the  benefit  of  the 
teachers.  That  seemed  to  him  (Mr. 
T.  P.  O'Connor)  a  precedent  upon  which 
they  oould  rely,  because  the  right  hon. 
.  Oeatleman  belonged  to  the  same  eco- 


3,1885}  {^0.2)  Bin.  lOlB 

nomic  school  aa  the  hon.  Member  for 
Liskeard  (Mr.  Courtney),  who  was  bear- 
ing present  legislation  with  greater 
patience  than  they  could  have  expected, 
and  was  confining  his  atteotioa  to  the 
Stamp  Duty  in  the  Imperial  taxes.  If 
the  Representatives  of  the  people  who 
would  have  to  pay  this  rate  were  willing 
to  support  it  before  the  Committee  the 
sign  was  a  good  one,  and  the  Committee 
should  have  no  difficulty  in  acceding  to 
the  present  demand.  This  question  of 
labourers'  dwellings  in  Ireland  was 
really  a  National  question.  It  was  a 
question  which  affected  the  whole  eonn- 
try.  The  country  consisted  of  districts 
of  vaiying  prosperity,  and  the  Irish 
Members  thought  it  was  only  right  that 
the  tax  should  be  equalized  in  the  diffe- 
rent districts  by  a  National  rate.  He 
thought  if  the  Irish  Members  were  will- 
ing to  pledge  themselves  to  this  proposal, 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  should 
make  no  objection,  but  should  leave 
them  to  make  their  peace  with  their 
constitnents. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  that  an  ex- 
pression had  just  now  fallen  from  the 
hon.  Member  for  Galway  (Mr.  T.  P. 
O'Connor)  which  brought  out  a  point 
he  (Mr.  Courtney)  wished  to  submit  to 
the  Chairman.  The  hon.  Member's 
statement  was  that  this  was  a  proposal 
to  tax  the  whole  of  Ireland,  and  that 
the  Irish  Members  agreed  to  it.  He 
(Mr.  Courtney)  wished  to  know  whether 
it  was  in  Order  for  a  private  Member  to 
propose  to  tax  the  whole  of  Ireland,  and 
whether  it  was  not  a  fact  that  suoh  a 
proposal  could  not  be  made  except  on 
the  authority  of  a  Minister  of  the  Crown? 

Thb  CHAIRMAN :  This  is  a  question 
of  rating,  and  I  understand  that  suoh  a 
question  can  be  dealt  with  by  the  Com- 
mittee.    This  is  not  a  tax. 

Me.  COURTNEY  said,  he  would  sub- 
mit to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether 
the  present  clause  was  in  Order,  seeing 
that  it  was  not  applied  to  a  certain  area, 
but  to  the  whole  of  Ireland  for  the  pur- 
pose of  Isvying  a  tax  ? 

Thb  CHAIRMAN :  It  is  evident  that 
a  rate  might  be  imposed  by  the  Local 
Authority,  and  in  that  sense  I  under- 
stand that  it  can  come  within  the  provinee 
of  the  Committee  to  deal  with  it. 

CoLOsBi,  KING-HAEMAN  said,  he 
submitted  that  the  argument  used  in 
favour  of  this  clause  cut  entirely  against 
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it ;  because  tbe  object  of  tbe  Bill  was  to 
put  agricultural  labourers  ioto  liouBes 
where  there  was  no  labour  for  them, 
and,  therefore,  no  means  for  them  to 
obtain  support.  The  object  of  hon. 
Members  who  moved  this  clause  was  to 
take  a  number  of  men  who  subsisted  by 
labour,  to  call  them  labourers,  and  to 
put  them  in  bouses  to  which  they  bad 
Qo  sort  of  title  at  the  expense  of  the 
community. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  dwid»d:  —  Ayes  IS; 
Noes  56 :  Majority  38.  —  (Div.   List, 


No.: 


s.) 


Mb.  sexton  said,  he  now  begged 
to  more  the  next  Amendment  on  the 
Paper,  which  was  slao  in  the  name  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork 
(Mr.  Parnell).  At  present,  the  Local 
OoTemment  Board  in  Dublin  had  power 
to  say  what  the  area  charged  should  be  ; 
and  hitherto  they  had  exercised  it  in  a 
most  embarrassing  manner,  saying  that 
it  should  be  put  upon  tjie  eleotoral 
division  containing,  at  times,  no  more 
than  half-a-dosen  houses.  To  make  the 
area  the  electoral  division,  as  now  pro- 
posed, would  be  to  make  it  impossible  to 
work  the  Act.  If  the  Act  was  to  work 
at  all  this  Amendment  should  be  ao- 
eepted.  He  would  urge  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Qentleman  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  to  give  this  matter 
his  favourable  consideration.  The  clause 
was  carried  by  a  large  majority  in  the 
Committee.  It  would  have  the  effect  of 
equalizing  the  rate  and  of  preventing 
very  small  bodies  of  occupiers  from  being 
seriously  embarrassed  by  the  pressure 
of  the  rate  upon  them.  He  would  ask 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
whether,  in  deference  to  the  opinion  of 
the  Irish  Members,  he  could  not  see  his 
way  to  accepting  this  clause  in  order  to 
enable  the  Act  to  weak  ?  The  clause  was 
in  these  terms — 

"  The  uea  apon  vhicli  imy  nte  thaU  be  lentd 
by  a  ■anitar]'  anthority  lor  ths  diMharge  of  any 
liability  iooaired  for  the  porpoaes  of  *  The  La- 
bourets  (Ireland)  Aot,  1B83,'  or  of  thii  Aot, 
■hall  he  the  onion  at  large. " 

New  Clause  (Area  of  chai^  for  rate 
levied  by  sanitary  authority,)  —  {Mr. 
StxUm,) — brot^ktt^,  and  read  the  first 
time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause  be   read  a  second 

Cohtul  Kin^Sarman 
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Thb  chief  SEORETAET  (Sir 
WnxLur  Habt  DTKjes)  said,  that  this 
question  of  area  was  a  very  large  one, 
and  he  did  not  think  the  Committoe 
oould  accept  the  clause. 

Mb.  GBAY  said,  that  hon.  Members 
who  represented  Ireland  were  far  more 
unanimous  on  this  question  in  proportion 
to  their  number  than  were  EngUah 
Members,  who  changed  the  fate  of  Far- 
ties  in  this  House.  An  enormous  nnm- 
ber  of  Irish  Members  were,  and  bad 
been  for  years,  in  favour  of  Union  rating. 
They  were  only  proposing  to  apply  in 
one  special  case  in  Ireland  a  rate  they 
had  insisted  on  having  in  England  for 
a  number  of  years.  The  rate  the 
English  Members  had  themselves  they 
would  not  give  to  Ireland.  He  be- 
lieved this  Amendment  to  be  absolutely 
vital  to  tbe  Bill.  It  would  be  impos- 
sible to  put  the  Bill  in  operation  if 
taxation  was  to  be  put  upon  small 
areas,  usually  the  poorest  and  least  able 
to  bear  them  in  the  Union.  He  would 
really  ask  the  Government  whether, 
seeing  that  this  clause  had  been  sup- 
portM  by  a  large  majority  in  the  Com- 
mittee, and  seeing  the  principle  waa 
adopted  in  England  a  long  time  ago, 
they  could  not  adopt  it,  for  he  waa  snro 
it  would  have  a  satiijaotory  effect  in 
remedying  the  evils  they  were  suffering 
from  in  Ireland  F  He  hoped  that  Iri^ 
Members  would  press  this  upon  the 
Government  very  strongly,  as  he  was 
sure  that  without  this  new  clause  the 
Bill  would  not  work  at  all.  If  they  had 
in  Ireland  a  Local  Government  Board 
which  really  had  the  interest  of  the 
country  at  heart,  and  did  not  oppose 
themselves  to  the  requirements  of  the 
districts,  they  would  make  areas  which 
would  somewhat  relieve  the  pressure  of 
taxation  on  the  poorer  districts.  But, 
on  the  contrary,  the  Local  Qovemment 
Board  always  tried  to  restrict  the  areas 
and  make  them  smaller  than  the  Guar- 
dians themsolvee.  He  (Mr.  Gray)  was 
convinced  that  the  labours  of  the  Com- 
mittee that  night  would  be  thrown 
away  if  they  did  not  adopt  this  clause, 
because  in  districts  where  they  wanted 
the  Bill  most  the  taxation  would  press 
with  such  severity  on  small  areas  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  carry  out  the  in- 
tentions of  the  Aot. 

Colonel  COLTHUHST  said,  he  hoped 
the  Government  would  favourably  con- 
sider this  Amendment.    There  could  b9 
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no  doubt  it  was  rital  to  the  sucoess  of 
the  Bill,  and  he  could  not  oonoeiTO  upon 
what  pTuicipla  it  could  bo  reaistod.  For 
20  7«arB  they  bad  had  Union  rating  in 
England.  Ae  he  had  ventured  to  men- 
tion before,  the  whole  weight  of  official 
evidence  in  Ireland  was  in  favour  of  it. 
The  present  Vice  President  of  the  Local 
Oovemment  Board  had  declared  himself 
for  Union  rating  on*  all  but  one  point, 
and  almost  every  offioial  in  Ireland  con- 
nected with  the  Poor  Law  was  in  favour 
of  it.  He  trusted  that  Her  Majesty's 
Oovemment  would  consider  this  matter 
between  now  and  the  Report. 

Sia  JOSEPH  M'KENNA  said,  he 
hoped  Her  Majesty's  Government  would 
see  their  way  to  accepting  the  principle 
of  this  clause,  because  if  these  charges 
were  thrown  upon  the  narrow  areas  of 
the  electoral  divisions,  irrespective  of 
what  the  population  was,  it  would  lead 
in  many  oases  to  an  enormous  increase 
of  taxation.  If,  however,  the  same 
principle  was  carried  out  which  existed 
in  England,  that  grievance  would  be  re- 
moved. A  grievance  in  this  matter  had 
existed  to  an  enormous  extent  in  Ireland. 

Ma.  SEXTON  said,  he  was  very  sorry 
that  the  Qovemment  seemed  to  raise 
opposition  to  the  abstract  principle  of 
this  clause,  and  had  seen  &t  to  discard 
theopinionof  the  Select  Committee.  He 
should  like  to  ask  whether  the  mind  of 
the  Oovemment  was  made  up  ?  Were 
they  open  to  any  further  argument, 
beoaase  be  wanted  to  save  time?  If 
they  wore  not,  he  had  one  more  sugges- 
tion to  make,  which  was  that  the  area 
on  which  this  rate  should  be  levied 
■hould  bo  fixed  by  the  Sanitary  Autho- 
rity. That  was  a  compromise — would 
the  Qovemment  accept  it  ? 

The  ATTOENEY  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  :  That  is  a 
proposition  of  a  very  different  kind  from 
the  others,  and  we  will  consider  it. 

Mh.  sexton  !  What  are  we  to  hope 
for  ?  Does  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  see  any  objection  to  the  pro- 
posal— is  he  ready  to  accept  it? 

Tub  ATTOENEY  GENERAL  von 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holkes)  :  I  cannot 
say.  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of 
considering  the  matter,  or  of  aaoertain- 
ing  the  feeling  in  the  various  parts  of 
Ireland. 

Mb.  sexton  :  At  any  rate,  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  sees  no 
objection  to  it  at  present  ? 


The  CHAIRMAN:  Does  the  hon. 
Member  propose  to  withdraw  tho 
clause  ? 

Mb.  sexton  :  Yes ;  I  withdraw  it 

for  the  present. 
Clause,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mb.  sexton   begged  to  move  the 
following  new  Clause  : — 
(Compulaoiy  powers  to  purcbaM  land  wiUiont 
inveatigatiOD  of  title.) 

"For  the  parpoiea  of  'Ths  Labouran (Ira- 
land)  Act,  1883,'  the  Local  QoTpmmeat  BiMzd 
may,  by  Froviaional  Order  confirming  uiy 
Bcbeme  under  that  Act,  empower  a  aanitaiy 
authority  to  purchase  compullorily  any  lands 
referred  to  in  said  Order,  and  if  do  valicl  peti- 
tion is  lodged  aavnat  the  aaid  Order,  or  if, 
after  lodgment  of  a  petition,  the  Order  ia  con- 
firmed, uie  Court  aball  make  a  Testing  order 
traDSfemag  the  intmeat  of  the  owner  to  the 
sanitary  authority  upon  such  consideration  aa 
the  Court  may  fix,  and  the  title  conferred  by 
inch  reatiiig  order  shall  be  Talid  agaiiut  ths 
person  from  whom  the  land  is  purcbased,  and 
againat  all  persona  entitlad  to  any  incnmbraQoe, 
estate,  or  iatareet  in  the  land  either  paiamount 
or  sabseqnent  to  the  estate  or  intereat  of  auoh 

He  did  not  see  why,  is  cases  where  the 
landlord  was  so  well  known  and  the 
matter  was  only  a  small  one  of  a  few 
acres,  they  should  have  to  go  to  the 
expense  and  trouble  of  investigating  the 
tide. 

New  Clause, — (Mr.  Stxlm,)— brought 
up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  tor 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Houieb)  said,  he  had 
looked  carefully  into  this  clause.  Test- 
ing orders  woidd  not  be  necessary,  and 
he  did  not  see  his  way  to  accepting  the 
proposal  of  the  hon.  Member. 

Mb.  sexton  asked  whether  the 
right  hon.  and  leamed  Gentleman  would 
consider  it  in  the  same  friendly  spirit 
that  he  bad  promised  to  consider  the 
other  matter? 

The  ATTOENEY  GENERAL  tor 
lEELAND  (Mr.  HoutEs):  I  do  not 
think  so. 

Clause,  by  leave,  wilhdraion, 

Mb.  sexton  begged  to  move  the 
following  new  Clause:— 

(!S  t  U  Tiot.  c.  83, 1.  3,  not  to  apply  to 
holding*  onder  thii  Act.) 

"  Notwithstanding  the  proTiaion  conluned  io 
the  twenty-filth   and   twenty-aixUt   Viotoria, 
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chapter  eighty-time,  wctioD  two,  vitli  reqimt 
to  out-door  ralisf,  it  ihall  be  lawful  for  any 
board  of  guardiOQ)  to  give  out-door  relief  to 
any  psrsoDB  occnppng  a  hoiue  erected  by  them 
in  punuance  of  '  The  Laboursra  (Ireland)  Act, 
1883.'  or  thi»  Act." 

New  Olauee, — (Mr.  Stxton,) — iraught 
up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Queation  propoeed, 
"That  the  Glanse  be  read  a  eeoond 
time." 

The  attorney  QKNEEAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Houibb)  said,  lis  did 
not  think  that  this  Aot  would  impose 
the  burdens  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 
contemplated,  and  he  could,  therefore, 
sea  no  reason  for  the  proposed  change 
in  the  law. 

Clause,  hy  leave,  teitAdrawn. 

Mk.  sexton  said,  he  hoped,  at  all 
events,  that  his  last  clause  would  be 
aooepted,  which  was  as  follows  : — 

(POB 

"  Any  eontnctor  or  other  penon  engaged  in 
bttildiog  hooaea  for  a  aanitvy  authority,  in 
parsotnoe  of  "The  Labourera  (Irehmd)  Aet, 
18S3.'  or  this  Act,  ahall  be  entiUed  to  take  and 
me  for  such  purpose  itcnee,  eand,  or  any  ma- 
terial raquidte  for  building,  from  qouriM  and 
other  places  from  which  guch  materials  are 
ordinarily  supplied,  paying  for  the  same  the 
price   current  for  loch   materials  in  the  dis- 

He  was  desirous  that  the  contractors 
building  houses  under  this  Bill  shoald 
hare  the  same  power  to  take  building 
materials  as  the;  had  under  the  Orand 
Juries,  otherwise  there  would  probably 
b«  great  impediments  pat  in  their  way. 

New  Clause, — (ifr.  S»xton,) — brottght 
up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holues)  said,  it  ap- 
peared to  him  that  if  a  man  would  pay 
a  fair  price  he  could  get  what  he  wanted. 
He  thought  the  acceptance  of  this  clause 
would  be  introducing  a  veir  curious 
provision,  and  he  did  not  think  the  Go- 
vernment could  consent  to  insert  it. 

Mk.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  thought  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  was 
inaccurate  in  stating  that  they  were  in- 
troducing a  novel  provision,  for  in  pre- 
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viouB  Acts  it  had  been  provided  that 
contractors  should  have  the  right  of 
going  in  and  buying  materials  at  the 
current  market  price.  He  thought  it 
was  a  very  small  matter,  and  he  oould 
not  understand  why  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  opposed  it.  The 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  opposite 
(Colonel  King-Harman)  did  not  oppose 
the  Amendment.  [An  hon.  Meubeb  ; 
Ke  will.]  He  would  be  very  much  sur- 
prised if  even  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  opposed  it.  They  really  ought 
to  give  the  contractor  the  same  power 
in  a  case  such  as  this  as  they  did  under 
the  Grand  Jaries. 

Mb.  TOTTENHAM  said,  the  hon. 
Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  was 
mistaken.  The  contractor,  under  the 
Grand  Jury,  had  the  power  of  ob- 
taining materials  for  road-making  or 
road-mending,  but  not  for  ordinary 
work  such  BB  was  contemplated  in  thu 
instance. 

Mb.  CALLAN  was  surprised  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  spoken, 
being  an  old  Grand  Juror  of  ezperienoe 
himaeU,  should  have  made  such  a  great 
mistake.  He  wished  to  point  out  to  the 
Committee  that  the  hon.  GenUeman, 
through  his  agents,  had  made  use  of 
these  powers  to  obtain  these  materials  ; 
and,  therefore,  he  could  not  understand 
him  objecting  to  the  same  powers  being 
inserted  in  this  Bill. 

Mr.  TOTTENHAM  ezphuned  that 
what  he  had  said  was  that  they  bad  no 
power  to  take  materials  for  building, 
although  they  had  for  road  repairing. 

Mr.  sexton  said,  he  understood 
that  that  waa  so.  All  he  wanted  was 
that  oontractora,  under  this  Bill,  should 
have  the  same  facilities  for  obtaining 
materials  as  they  had  under  the  Grand 
Juries. 

Thb  attorney  general  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Hol>£es)  said,  that  the 
class  of  materials  wanted  was  entirely 
different  in  these  two  cases.  They 
wanted  sand  and  stone  for  building, 
which  they  did  not  for  road-making. 
He  could  not  accept  the  Amendment. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  oould  not  see 
why  they  should  not  have  the  same  ad- 
vantages For  building  these  houses  under 
this  Bill  as  they  had  for  other  public 
work  under  the  Grand  Juiy  system. 

Question  put,  and  n^alined. 
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Colonel  EINO-HABHAN  begged 
leave  to  move  the  following  ijev 
Clatue  :— 

(OatdooT  relief  to  tarmiiute  teiianc]'.) 

"  Tbo  •anitary  authority  shall  not  permit  aor 
penoD  who  may  be  in  receipt  of  outdoor  r«Uel, 
other  than  medical  relief,  to  remain  in  oocupa- 
tion  of  any  housee  which  may  be  built  or  ac- 
quired by  the  saoiUry  authority  under  any  of 
the  proviaioDB  ol  thii  Aot." 

New  Clause — {Colonel  King-Barman,) 
— brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Tns  ATTOENET  GENERAL  for 
IBBLANI)  (]Ur.  Holues)  aaid,  that  the 
existing  law  entirely  met  the  case  whioh 
this  clause  was  intended  to  deal  with. 

Glaose,  by  leare,  withdrawn. 

Bill  rtporttd;  as  amended,  to  be  oon- 
sidered  le-morrou. 

INFANTS  BILL  [!;«■*].-[ Bili.  147,] 

(Ur.  Sryu.) 

BKCOITD  AEASIHa. 

Order  for  Seoond  Keading  read. 

Mb.  BBYOE  said,  this  Bill  was  sub- 
stantially the  same  measure  which  was 
debated  at  such  great  length  last  Session. 
It  then  went  to  the  House  of  Lords ; 
but  their  Lordships  said  the;  had  not 
sufficient  time  to  conaider  it,  and  oon- 
sequently  it  had  to  be  dropped  for  the 
year.  It  was,  however,  introduced  afresh 
into  the  House  of  Lords  at  the  beginning 
of  the  present  Session,  referred  to,  and 
considered  by,  a  very  strong  Select  Com- 
mittee, which  included  Lord  Selbome, 
the  late  Lord  Cairns,  Lord  FitzOerald, 
and  Lord  Bramwell,  and  subsequently 
debated  fully  in  the  full  House.  It  now 
oame  before  the  Houae  as  the  result  of 
much  time  and  thought  in  both  Houses 
— for  the  changes  made  in  the  House  of 
Lords  had  not  substantially  affected  it; 
and  under  those  circumstances,  and  aon- 
sidering  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  he  did 
not  think  the  House  would  wish  him  to 
go  into  the  details  of  the  measure. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  seoond 
time." — {Mr.  Bryee.) 

Mb.  ONSLOW  said,  he  had  bloohed 
this  Bill  right  through,  and  it  was  only 
through  inadTerteucethathe  had  allowed 
his  block  to  lapse.    He  most  strongly 
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opposed  it,  because  he  thought  it  was  n 
very  wrong  principle  to  give  a  wife  the 
power  of  appointing  guardians  over  her 
children  during  the  lifetime  of  her  hus- 
band, and  for  that  reason  he  had  done 
all  in  his  power  to  prevent  the  passage 
of  the  Bill.  He  objected  to  a  matter  of 
such  importance  being  brought  on  at  so 
late  an  hour  aleo.  He  hoped  the  House 
irould  not  accept  the  second  reading; 
and,  therefore,  no  moved  that  the  de- 
bate  be  now  adjourned. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put, 
"That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." 
— (Jfr.  OnMiowl) 

The  House  divided: — Ayes  17;  Noes 
54  :  Majority  37.— (Div.  List,  No.  269.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  To-tnorrotv. 


HOUSE     OF     L0ED8, 

Tvetday,  4th  Augwt,  1885. 


MTN  UTES.]—  PtPBiicBii-is— Stamd  Sfadinn— 
Expiring  Laws  Continoanco'  (220);  Parlia- 
mmtary  Election!  (Retoraii^  OfGceis)  * 
(231);  Crown  Lands*  (224);  Telegraph 
Acta  Amendment  (230). 

Sttond  Reading — Committee  negativti — Third 
Seading  —  Regietratibn  Appeals  (Ireland)* 
(236),  a.-Di  patted. 

^/por(— Burgh  Police  and  Health  (Scotland)  " 
(190) ;  Eridenco  by  Commieeion  *  (228). 

Third  ii<«fi>w— Pluralities ■   (213);    Customi 
and  Inland  Revenue  (No.  2) "  (220)  ;  Lonaof    ■ 
Acta  Amendment  '  (331),  and  patted. 

TELEGRAPH  ACTS  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

I^Tht  Lord  Motmt-TtmpU.) 

(no.  280.)      SECOND  KEADINO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Seoond  Bead- 
ing read. 

LoBD  MOUNT-TEMPLE,  in  moving 
that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time, 
said,  that  it  would  enable  persons  dis< 
posed  to  be  laconic  to  communicate  by 
telegraph  at  half  the  present  cost.  It 
would,  therefore,  confer  a  very  consider- 
able boon  upon  those  persons  who  were 
now  obliged  to  pay  for  20  words  when 
their  messages  contained  lesa  than  10 
words.    It  was  calculated  that  if  thq 
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Bill  paseed  there  would  be  a  large  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  meeaageB  sent ; 
and  there  was  no  doubt  that  the  meaeure 
vonld  be  a  very  great  advantage  to  the 
publio  at  large.  The  prOTisions  of  the 
Bill  were  very  simple,  biit  would  be 
important  to  all  classes  of  the  oom- 
miinity. 

Kmei,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2>." 
~{Tht  Lord  Mount-TtmpU.) 

The  Easl  of  MILLTOWN  said,  be 
could  not  quite  underetand  how  the  Bill 
came  to  be  in  charge  of  the  noble  Lord 
opposite  (Lord  Uount  -  Temple).  He 
would  like  to  know  from  that  whether 
the  Oovemment  assented  to  the  Bill; 
and  also  whether  the  lat  eeotion  meant 
that  the  name  and  address  of  the  sender 
must  be  upon  the  message,  as  the  name 
and  address  were  now  to  be  counted  aa 

Siarta  of  the  12  words  allowed  to  be  sent 
or  erf.  ? 

Thb  JTR8T  LOED  of  thb  TEEA- 
SUEY  (The  Earl  of  Iddeslbioh)  said, 
that  the  Bill  was  introduced  into  the 
Commons  by  the  late  Postmaster  Oene- 
ral  (Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre).  When  it  came 
on  for  dieouBsion,  his  (the  Earl  of  Iddes- 
Leigh's)  noble  Friend  the  present  Foat- 
master  Qeneral  (Lord  John  Uanners) 
proposed  that  it  should  be  carried  with 
an  Amendment  respecting  free  addresses 
of  which  he  had  given  Notice.  Hie 
noble  Friend  was  defeated  upon  that, 
and  thereupon  left  his  FredecesBor  to 
take  charge  of  the  Bill.  So  far  aa  the 
Government  were  concerned,  they  looked 
upon  the  Bill  as  one  for  which  the  late 
GoTemment  were  responsible. 

LokdMOTINT-TEMFLE  said,  he  was 
not  like  the  noble  Earl  who  asked  the 
queetiou  (the  Earl  of  Uilltown),  and  who 
had  pounced  upon  the  Medical  Eelief 
Disqualification  Eemoval  Bill  against  the 
■wish  of  the  promoters  of  theBill — he  had 
been  requested  by  the  late  Postmaster 
General  (Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre)  to  take 
charge  of  the  Bill,  and  he  had  done  so. 
Under  its  provisions  the  snm  of  6rf.  was 
to  be  paid  for  any  number  of  words  not 
exoeading  12  ;  and  the  aeuder  might  put 
them  either  in  the  address  or  in  the 
message,  sending  as  many  or  few  as  he 
desired  in  either. 

The  Eakl  of  MILLTOWN  siud,  that 
in  Committee  he  would  more  an  Amend- 
ment in  order  to  make  the  Bill  more 
clear  on  the  point  raised  by  his  quea- 

Lord  Jiounl-TtmpU 


Motion  agreed  to;  Bill  read  2*  accord- 
ingly, and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  To-morrow. 

CENTKAL  ASU-HUS8IA  AND  AFGHAN- 
ISTAN—DELIMITATION   OF  THE 
FRONTIER. 
QUESTION.     OBSEBTATIOirS. 

The  Duke  of  MAELBOEOUGH,  in 
rising  to  mk  the  Prime  Minister  a  Ques- 
tion as  to  the  progress  of  the  negotia- 
tions with  the  Eusalan  Government  re- 
Jarding  the  delimitation  of  the  Afghan 
tontier,  and  especially  as  to  the  matter 
of  the  ZulfikarFass  and  the  position  of 
Maruchak  and  Fenjdeh  ;  also,  what  are 
the  terms  of  the  agreement  concluded 
between  the  Viceroy  of  India  and  the 
Ameer  of  Afghanistan  at  the  Durbar  at 
EawuIPindi;  whether  those  terms  have 
been  subjected  to  any  modification  or 
amendment  by  Her  Majesty's  present 
Government ;  and,  whether  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
to  ououpy  the  Pishin  Valley  or  any  other 
strategical  positions  within  thedominious 
of  the  Ameer  with  a  force  of  observation 
this  autumn  ?  said,  be  would  not  enter 
into  any  detailed  remarks  on  that  ooca- 
eion,  neither  did  he  wish  to  press  for 
any  statement  with  regard  to  &s  nego- 
tiations which  might  in  any  way  ten(f  to 
complicate  the  situation,  or  be  inconve- 
nient as  regards  the  interests  of  the 
public.  But  the  Session  was  drawing  to 
a  close,  and  very  great  interest  was  felt 
throughout  the  country  in  the  state  of 
these  negotiations.  Some  short  time 
ago  the  noble  Marquess  opposite  (the 
Marquess  of  Salisbury)  made  a  state- 
ment in  the  House,  and  it  was  clear  as 
far  as  it  went.  Aa  he  (the  Duke  of 
Marlborough)  understood  it,  the  noble 
Marquess  was  not  prepared  to  recom- 
mend any  novel  course.  They  had  been 
informed  that  there  was  to  be  an  arbi- 
tration, and  that  something  was  to  be 
referred  to  somebody ;  but  nothing  was 
stated  in  a  definite  form,  and  now  they 
were  given  to  understand  that  that  waa 
to  lapse,  and  that  the  only  question  was 
a  delimitation  of  Frontier,  which  in- 
volved only  a  few  miles  of  territory  500 
miles  from  their  Indian  Poasessiona. 
The  only  queetian  left  in  abeyanoe, 
which  neither  the  late  Government  nor 
the  present  Government  had  communi- 
cated their  opinion  upon,  was  the  moat 
important  of  all — jt  was  what  was  the 
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agreement  which  was  snired  at  between 
the  Vioerof  of  India  and  tlie  Ameer  as 
to  the  defence  of  Afghanistsa  ?  These 
qnestioQB  in  regard  to  the  Frontier  were 
of  great  importance,  and  the  trade  of 
the  oountr^  was  more  or  lesH  inflnenced 
b;  the  prolonged  tension  at  which  the 
public  mind  was  being  kept  with  respect 
to  them ;  and  he  hoped  the  noble  Mar- 
qneas  wonid  be  able  to  make  some  state ■ 
meat  which  would  tend  to  Telieve  the 
public  anxiety.  In  his  opinion,  it  waa 
perfectly  useless  for  this  country  to  enter 
into  negotiations  with  the  GoTemmeut 
of  Husaia  with  regard  to  territory  which 
was  500  miles  from  their  Indian  Frontier 
unless  they  were  prepared  to  come  to  an 
agreement  with  the  Ameer  as  to  the 
means  they  were  to  have  of  overlooking 
and  watching  that  Frontier.  It  had  been 
stated  that  iha  subsidy  to  the  Ameer  bad 
been  increased  to  £250,000  annually. 
If  they  were  to  give  so  lai^e  a  subsidy, 
there  should  be  some  cleat  understand- 
ing of  what  were  to  be  their  relaliTe 
reeponsibilities.  If  there  was  to  be  a 
recurrence  of  disturbances  on  the  delimi- 
tation of  Frontier  like  those  which  had 
already  occurred  at  Fanjdeh,  they  could 
never  tell  at  what  moment  this  aauntry 
might  be  drawn  into  European  difficul- 
ties without  having  anyone  but  them- 
selves to  blame  in  Uie  matter. 

Thb  MAHQUBsa  OP  SALISBUKT :  I 
will  take  the  various  heads  of  the  noble 
Duke's  Question  in  turn,  and  will  give 
to  them  such  answer  as  I  can.  In  the 
first  place,  the  noble  Duke  asks  me — 

"  Af  to  the  progTMs  of  the  negotistioai  with 
the  BuMiMi  GoTetnoieDt  regSTding  the  delimi- 
tstion  of  the  Afjchon  Frontier,  snd  elpecislly  at 
to  the  matter  of  the  Zulfikkr  Fau  and  the 
poeition  of  Maruchak  and  Fsndjeh  P  *' 
Uoruohak  remains  with  Afghanistan, 
Bud  Fenjdeh  remains  with  Busaia.  8o 
much  was  agreed  to  by  the  late  Oovem- 
ment,  and  nothine  has  been  suggested 
on  either  side  to  disturb  that  agreement 
since.  With  respect  to  the  Zulfikar 
Pass,  I  cannot  eay  that  matters  are  in 
a  very  different  position  from  what  they 
were  when  the  present  (^vemment  took 
Office.  Our  contention,  as  the  noble 
Duke  is  aware,  is  that  the  Zulfikar  Pass 
was  promised  to  Afghanistan,  and  that, 
on  the  strength  of  that  promise,  the 
Viceroy  of  India  promised  the  Ameer 
should  have  it.  We  held  ourselves 
bound  by  that  promise,  and  we  hold 
Buasia  bound  by  that  promise  also.    I 
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can  state  exactly  what  our  contention  is, 
and  have  done  so ;  but  I  do  not  feel  it 
would  bo  equally  proper  for  me  to  state 
what  the  contention  of  Bussia  is  in  the 
matter ;  for,  though  it  is  easy  to  repre- 
sent your  own  views  in  your  own  words, 
when  you  attempt  to  represent  the  con- 
tention of  other  persons,  of  the  party 
with  whom  you  are  in  controversy,  it  is 
possible  that  some  words  you  may  use 
may  not  represent  as  accurately  as  they 
would  wish  it  to  be  represented  the 
precise  views  that  they  take.  I  will 
only  say,  therefore,  that  they  do  not 
admit  our  contention  in  the  matter.  I 
do  not  know  howsoon  I  shall  be  able  to 
lay  Papers  on  the  Table.  I  am  very 
anxious  to  do  so  as  soon  as  possible,  be- 
cause it  will  dissipate  all  misunderstand- 
ing, and  make  the  position  of  the  Go- 
vernment very  much  more  satisfactory. 
But,  of  course,  it  is  impossible  to  do  so 
as  long  as  by  doing  so  we  might  in  any 
way  compromise  the  success  of  the  ne- 
gotiation. I  may  Eay  that  the  delay  at 
present  is  ohiedy  due  to  the  desire  of 
the  Buseian  Qovernment  to  obtain  more 
information  with  respect  to  the  matter 
on  which  the  controversy  turns.  The 
noble  Duke  asks  me,  in  the  next  place, 
what  are  the  terms  of  the  agreement 
oonoluded  between  the  Yiceroy  of  India 
and  the  Ameer  of  Afghanistan  at  the 
Durbar  at  Eawul  Pindi  ?  I  do  not  think 
it  would  be  desirable  to  publish  the 
whole  account  of  that  interview,  because 
foreign  Potentates,  and  especially  Poten- 
tates like  the  Ameer  of  Afghanistan,  do 
not  understand  our  Parliamentary  ways, 
and  might  resent  that  that  should  be 
given  to  the  world  which  they  bad 
spoken  imagining  it  to  be  in  perfect 
confidence.  At  the  same  time  I  can  tell 
the  noble  Duke,  what  I  have  said  before, 
that  we  distinctly  agreed  that  the  Ameer 
should  have  the  ZulSkar  Pass  as  a  por- 
tion of  the  Afghan  Frontier.  The  noble 
Duke  proceeds  to  ask  whether  those 
terms  have  been  subjected  to  any  modi- 
fication or  amendmeutby  Her  Majesty's 
presentGovernment?  Tothatmyanawer 
18  easy.  They  have  been  subjected  to 
no  modification  or  amendment  what- 
ever.   The  noble  Duke  also  asks — 

"Whether  it  is  the  iatentioQ  of  Her  Hs- 
ieaty's  Qovemmeat  to  occQpj  the  Pishia 
VaUey  or  aaf  other  rtrategical  poaitioDB  within 
the  dominioiiB  of  the  Ameer  vith  a  force  ol 
ohaervatioD  this  autumn  7  " 

a  Question  which  it  is 
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rather  difficult  to  answer  direotly,  ba- 
cause  it  contoius  some  miaapprehensions. 
We  are  already  in  occupation  of  the 
Pishin  Valley,  which  is  not  a  poBition 
within  the  Dominion  of  the  Ameer,  bat 
belongs  to  the  Crown  of  England.  The 
Fishin  Talley,  as  I  have  said,  is  occu- 
pied, and  I  dare  say  probably  vill  be 
occupied,  in  greater  force  aa  time  goes 
on.  The  noble  Duke  is  well  aware  of 
the  policy  which  was  stated  in  the  course 
of  the  somewhat  remarkable  debate 
which  was  started  at  the  instance  of  the 
noble  Duke  opposite  (the  Duke  of 
^^K7'l)  some  months  ago,  in  which  there 
was  substantial  agreement  between  both 
sides  of  the  House  as  to  the  imperative 
necessity  of  strengthening  our  Indian 
Frontier.  That  policy,  I  believe,  as 
the  late  Government  understood  it, 
as  far  as  I  know,  we  are  pursuing  as 
rapidly  and  as  vigorously  as  we  oan. 
No  ephemeral  alteration  in  the  diplo- 
matio  situation  will  induce  us  in  any 
degree  to  relax  or  alter  a  policy  which 
does  not  depend  upon  the  transitory 
conditions  of  our  relations  with  this  or 
that  Power,  and  which  is  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  security  of  our  Indian 
Empire,  without  reference  to  what  other 
nations  may  be  doing.  We  have  no 
intention  to  occupy  any  strategic  posi- 
tion in  the  Dominions  of  the  Ameer 
with  a  force  of  observation  during  the 
present  autumn.  The  Ameer  is  an  inde- 
pendent Potentate,  and  of  course  we 
could  not  do  such  a  thing  without  his 
permission  ;  bnt,  apart  from  that,  there 
IB  no  desire  to  do  it  at  present.  What 
might  happen  under  certain  oontingen- 
cies  in  the  future  I  will  not  say ;  I  only 
can  speak  for  the  present,  and  there  is  no 
project  of  the  kind  in  contemplation  by 
the  Indian  Government. 

EGYPT  (THE  SODDAN)— THE 
FRIENDLY  TRIBES. 


The  Eaw,  or  WEMT8S  asked.  Who- 
ther,  before  Parliament  separated,  the 
noble  Marquess  would  make  a  statement 
with  reference  to  the  Soudan,  and  par- 
ticularly as  to  any  steps  to  be  taken  for 
the  protection  of  the  tribes  that  had 
been  friendly  to  ns  ?  The  Question  he 
had  asked  bad  reference  to  the  Procla- 
mation which  had  been  issued  by  Gene- 
ral Gordon  promising  protection  to  the 
friendlies. 

T^  MarjMM  of  Saliihurt/ 
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The  Makqcess  of  SAtlSBTTRT:  I 
am  afraid,  to  use  a  well-known  phrase 
that  "many  things  have  happened" 
since  General  Gordon  wrote  those  words- 
Whether  there  are  any  "&iendlies" 
now  in  existence  for  us  to  protect  is  a 
matter  on  which  I  should  not  like  to 
give  any  hasty  assurance.  I  know  that 
a  great  many  friendlies  were  killed ;  and 
I  mink  it  probable  that  suoh  as  were 
not  killed  have  ceased  to  be  friendly. 
However  that  may  be,  no  appeal  has 
reached  me  from  any  tribes  described 
as  friendly  who  are  now  suffering  dan- 
ger in  consequence  of  their  conduct  to- 
wards ns.  I  quite  recognize  the  re- 
sponsibility which  rests  on  this  country 
with  respect  to  vast  masses  of  the  popn- 
lation  in  consequence  of  what  we  did  in 
the  Soudan ;  but  I  am  not  aware  that  at 
present  there  is  any  call  on  Her  If  a- 
jesty's  Government  to  take  any  steps  for 
the  protection  of  any  peoples  of  that 
kind.  I  am  a&aid  the  time  has  passed 
when  such  protection  could  be  given  to 
anyone  by  England.  With  respect  to 
the  qnestion  of  the  Soudan  generally,  I 
will  only  say  that  it  is  a  matter  very 
specially  belonging  to  the  Hissioc  oa 
which  my  rig^ht  hon.  Friend  Sir  Dmm- 
mond  Wolff  nas  started.  It  would  not 
for  the  public  service  or  consistent 
with  usage  that  I  should  state  the  re- 
oommendatious  which  we  shall  have  to 
make  to  the  Sultan  and  others  on  thia 
subject.     But  my  noble  Friend  may  ba 

ill  assured  that,  after  the  immediate 
needs  of  Egyptian  Snance  are  hapinly 
disposed  of,  there  is  no  subject  whiim 
claims  a  more  earnest  attention  on  the 
part  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  than 
that  of  the  regions  to  which  he  referred. 

THE  NEW  PUBLIC  OFFIOES-DESIGNS 

FOE  THE  NEW  WAR  OFFICE   AND 

ADMIRALTY.— QUESTION. 

In  reply  to  the  Earl  of  Weictss, 

Thb  FIE8T  LOED  of  the  TEEA- 

STTRT  (The  Ear!  of  iDDBaLEiOH)  said, 

that  he  would  communicate  with  the  First 

Commissioner  of  Works,  in  order  to  see 

whether  some  arrangement  could  not  be 

made  for  placing  the  models  of  the  new 

War  and  Admiralty  Officos,  now  being 

exhibited  in  the  Yictona  Gallery,    in 

some  place  where  they  eould  be  inspected 

by  arohiteets  and  others  interested  in 

the  matter. 
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Stfoiid    Stading  —  Luid    Purchase    (Ireland) 

Cfmmittte  —  Report  —  Federal  Coundl  of  Aub- 

tral»«a  [166] ;  Soctelarv  tor  Scotland  [242] ; 

Saa  Fisheriea  (ScotluiilJ   Amendment  [2G0- 

!68]. 
Ctiwidtrtd  at  aiiuniferf— Elementorj   Education 

ProvUioiial  Order  Conflrmstion   (Londoo)" 

£233] ;  East  India  (Army  Fenuons  De- 
ciency)"[22fi]. 
Ctntidirid  iH  ammdid — Ee-comm. — Commitln — 
Siport  —  Contidtred  at  amaided  —  Third 
JiMliii;— Labourers  (IreUnd)  (No.  2)  [68], 
and  jiwMdl 
Tkird  Stading—'^AtMota  of  Mar  Reatitution  ' 
[396];    Pablio  Works  Louis-    [1!G4],   and 


PRIVATE  BUSINESS. 


SUNDEBLAND  COBPOBATION  BILL 

{by  Ordtr). 
COMBIDBKATIOIT    OP    LOBSS'  UiCEIfDUENTS. 

Lorda'  Ameodments  contidtred. 

Me.  AETHUR  ARNOLD  said,  he 
had  an  Amendment  to  more  which  he 
did  not  believe  would  be  oppoBed. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  danse  36a,  leava  oat  from  "penon,"  in 
the  fint  line  of  the  Clause,  to  the  end  of  the 
CSause,  in  order  to  insert  the  following  words, 
'*  except  with  the  consent  of  the  Corporation  to 
ersot  or  build,  or  to  begin  to  erect  or  build,  any 
new  building  abutting  upon  sdv  new  street  or 
part  of  &  new  street  unless  tlie  Corporation 
■hall  havn  previouelj  approved  of  the  level  and 
available  width  of  each  new  street  or  part  of  a 
new  street,  nor  until  the  oarrtage-way  and  foot- 
way of  tucb  new  street  or  part  of  a  new  street 
■hidl  bsTe  been  formed  to  each  a  leiol  and  of 
such  a  width  and  constructs  and  sewered  to 
tbe  satisfactioQ  of  tbe  Corporation,  in  accord- 
Mice  with  section  one  handred  and  fifty  of 
'  The  FubUo  Health  Act,  1 87fi ; '  and  any  per- 
son ofiendinff  against  this  enactment  shall  be 
liable  for  each  offence  to  a  penalty  not  exceed- 
ing twenty  pounds. "—[JTr.  Arthur  Arnold.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

TDK  CHAIRMAN  op  COMMIT- 
TEES (Sir  Abtupe  Otway)  said,  he  had 
no  objection  to  the  Amendment. 

Question  put,  and  agretd  to. 


Lords'  Amendments,  as  amended, 
agretd  to. 

RAU8DEN  ESTATE   BILL  [Zardt] 

[by  Order). 

THIRD  READINO  SEPERSKD. 

Order  for  Third  Beading  read. 
The  CHAIRMAN  of  COMMIT- 
TEES said,  be  wished  to  make  an 
appeal  to  hia  bon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Salford  (Mr.  Arthur  Arnold),  who 
had  given  Notice  of  hia  intention  to 
more  the  re-committal  of  the  Bill  with 
respect  to  Clause  5,  to  state  his  objec- 
tions to  the  clause  at  once,  rather  than 
defer  the  third  reading  until  another 
day.  Hs  made  the  appeal  on  account 
of  the  short  time  now  left  for  the  dis- 
posal of  Private  Bills.  He  was  quite 
Erepared  to  answer  any  objection  his 
on.  Friend  might  make. 
Me.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD  said,  he 
should  be  most  happy  to  adopt  the  sug- 
gestion of  his  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Churman  of  Ways  and  Means;  and  he 
would  at  once,  in  a  rery  few  words,  ez- 

Elain  the  reasons  which  had  induced 
im  to  place  an  Amendment  on  the 
Paper.  It  would  be  in  the  recollection 
of  hon.  Membere  that  last  year  the 
House,  on  hia  Motion,  unanimously 
adopted  a  Standing  Order  with  regard 
to  Estate  Bills,  which  provided  that  the 
Committee  should  specially  report  to  the 
House  any  case  in  whioQ  a  Bill  oon- 
tained  a  provision  extendiug  tbe  term 
or  area  of  land  in  settlement.  It  fur- 
ther provided  that  such  Report  should 
be  printed  and  circulated  with  the  Votes. 
The  Committee  on  the  Ramsden  Estate 
Bill  had,  in  pursuance  of  that  Standing 
Order,  made  a  Report  to  the  House,  and 
he  was  obliged  to  call  attention  for  a 
moment  to  the  nature  of  that  Report, 
because  the  Committee  over  which  his 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Chairman  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  presided  had 
done  their  best  in  the  interests  of  tbe 
passing  of  the  Bill  to  attenuate  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Standing  Order. 
Under  a  Private  Act  of  1867,  the  Trus- 
tees of  tbe  Ramsden  Settled  Estates  ob- 
tained power  to  expend  £50,000  in  the 
purchase  of  hereditaments  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  tbe  family  estates  at  Byram 
in  Yorkshire.  It  was  proposed  by  the 
Bill  now  before  the  House  to  vary  that 
power  of  settlement,  and  to  ask  die 
sanction  of  the  House  to  ospend  the  sum 
of  £50,000 — the  same  sum  authorized 
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in  1867  tobeexpendeiiinlandatByram 
— upoa  property  iu  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  town  of  Huddersfield.  Although 
his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chairman  of 
Ways  and  Means,  in  reporting  on  the 
Bill,  colled  attention  to  that  fact,  he  eug- 
geBted  that  although,  under  Ihe  Stand- 
ing Order,  a  Report  had  been  rendered 
necesBarj,  still  there  would  notbe,  under 
the  provinioDB  ol  the  Bill,  any  real  es- 
teneion  of  the  area  of  settled  land,  be- 
oause  the  price  of  land  was  higher  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  HuddersGeld  than 
it  was  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Byram  ; 
and,  therefore,  £50,000  expended  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Hudderefield  would 
purchase  lees  land  than  at  Byram,  and 
consequently  there  would  be  no  exten- 
sion of  the  area  of  settled  land.  He 
thought  he  could  dispose  of  that  con- 
tention by  simply  pointing  out  that  the 
Ohairman  of  Ways  and  Means  had  folt 
it  his  duty,  and  the  House  was  certainly 
indebted  to  him  for  it,  to  report  the  Bill 
to  the  House,  as  coming  within  the 
Standing  Order.  The  plain  matter  of 
fact  was  this— that  the  House  of  Com- 
nons  was  asked,  at  that  moment,  to 
flanotion  the  expenditure  of  a  sum  of 
£50,000  in  the  purchase  of  property  to 
be  added  to  the  settled  land  of  the 
Bamsden  estates— that  was  to  say,  that 
land,  now  free  land,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  town  of  Huddere&eld  was 
to  be  purchased  in  order  to  be  converted 
into  settled  land.  He  was  glad  that  he 
had  nothing  of  a  personal  character  to 
Bay  in  regard  to  the  Bill,  except  that  he 
had  every  reason  to  believe  that  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  the  Eastern  Di- 
vision of  the  Weet  Biding  of  Torhshire 
(Sir  John  Samsden),  to  whom  the  Bill 
specially  referred,  was  an  excellent  land- 
lord, as  he  was  certainly  a  valuable 
Member  of  Parliament.  But  if  there 
was  any  case  in  which  the  House  would 
be  disposed  to  object  to  the  settlement 
of  land,  it  was  in  the  neigbbonrbood  of 
Hudderdfield,  because  there  was  no  town 
in  the  Kingdom  more  close  in  regard  to 
settled  land  than  that  borough.  Ho 
believed  that  the  Itamsden  estate  ex- 
tended over  the  whole,  or  practically  the 
whole,  of  that  town.  In  euch  a  atate  of 
things,  ha  did  not  think  it  was  desirable, 
in  the  interests  of  the  people  of  this 
country  generally,  that  the  system  should 
he  extended,  and  he  hoped  that  every 
hen.  Memberwho  was  interested  in  laud 
reform  would  oppose  the  Bill. 
Mr.  Artiur  Anuld 


Me.  WARTON  asked  why  the  sys- 
tem of  settling  land  should  not  be  ex- 
tended ? 

Mr.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD  said,  his 
reason  for  objecting  to  the  extension  of 
the  system  was  that  it  was  opposed  to 
the  interests  of  the  people  ;  and  it  was 
for  that  reason  that  he  proposed  to  ask 
the  House  to  consent  to  the  re-committal 
of  the  Bill,  in  order  that  Clause  5  might 
be  struck  out.  In  doing  so.  he  could 
not  refrain  from  renewing  the  expres- 
sion of  his  gratitude  to  the  House  for 
having  passed  the  Standing  Order,  nor 
could  he  refrain  from  reminding  the 
House  that  this  was  probably  the  first 
occasion  in  the  history  of  Parliament  in 
which  the  practice  of  settling  land  had 
been  brought  up  at  the  Bar  of  the 
House  of  Commons  by  the  responsible 
officials  of  the  Honae  as  a  practioe 
which  was  contrary  to  the  public  inte- 
rests. He  was  delighted  that  that  occa- 
sion should  have  occurred ;  and,  as  he 
had  already  said,  he  hoped  that  all  those 
who  took  any  interest  in  land  reform, 
in  regard  to  which  this  question  of  settle- 
ment formed  the  key-stone,  would  give 
him  their  support  in  resisting  the  pro- 
vision of  the  present  Bill,  and  in  asking 
the  House  to  re-commit  the  measure  in 
order  that  Clause  5  might  be  atruck 
out. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  re-committed  in  re- 
spect to  Clause  5."  —  {Mr.  Arthur 
Arnold.) 

The  CHAIRMAK  of  COMMITTEES 
rose  to  address  the  House,  when 

Mr.  speaker  interposed.  He  said 
that  the  action  taken  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Salford(Mr.  Arthur  Arnold)  was 
in  the  nature  of  oppo»ition,  and  there- 
fore the  Bill  must  stand  over  until  to- 


Me.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD  said,  his 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Chairman  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  appealed  to  him 
to  go  on. 

Ma.  SPEAKEU  :  The  hon.  Member 
bos  made  a  hostile  Modon  to  the  Bill, 
and  it  is  therefore  necessary  that  tha 
discussion  should  stand  over  until  to- 


Mr.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD  :    I  cer- 
tainly sannot  withdraw  the  Motion. 
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QUESTIONS. 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT— LONDON 
BOARD  SCHOODS-ANNUAL  COST 

PER  SCHOLAR. 
Lord  ALGEENON  PEROT  asked 
tho  Yice  Fresident  of  the  Cammittee 
of  Oauncil,  What  has  been  the  cost  per 
scholar  in  the  London  Board  Schools 
during  the  past  three  years,  and  what  ie 
the  estimated  coat  per  scholar  for  the 
comiag  financial  year  ? 

Thb  vice  PEESIDENl  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  :  Sir, 
the  Clerk  of  the  London  School  Board 
sends  me  the  follovingf  figures  in  reply 
to  my  noble  Friend's  Question: — The 
ezpenditnre  per  scholar  in  average  at- 
tendance In  the  London  Board  Schools 
was,  for  the  year  ending  August  13, 
1682,  £2  16*.  b\d. ;  for  1883,  £2  15«.  ^d.•, 
for  16S4,  £2  I4».  61^.  But  the  estimated 
expenditure  for  the  year  ending  March 
25,  1885,  is  £2  11*.  Id.,  and  for  that 
ending  March  2fi,  1886,  £3  U.  U.; 
sbowing  an  increase  in  the  three  years 
of  4*.  l^d.  per  scholar.  These  figures 
oorroborate  tbe  statement  made  by  my 
noble  Friend  in  the  recent  debate  on  the 
Education  Estimates. 

POOR  LAW  (IRELAND)— LUEGAN 
DNION— DR.  JOHN  SCOTT. 

Mfi.  BIGOAB  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lientenant  of  Ireland, 
If  ne  ie  avare  that  a  Doctor  Hcott  acta 
as  elected  guardian  of  Lurgan  Union, 
and  also  dispensary  doctor  for  a  district 
Tithin  the  Union ;  and,  whether  such 
conduct  is  regular ;  and,  if  not,  will  he 
have  it  remedied  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETAET  (Sir 
WiLLUU  Hart  Dtkb)  :  I  think  there 
must  be  some  mieunderstanding  in  this 
matter.  It  appears  there  is  a  Doctor 
John  Scott  who  is  an  elected  Guardian 
of  this  Union,  and  a  Doctor  Francis 
Scott,  who  is  medical  officer  of  one  of 
the  dispensing  districts  of  the  Union. 
The  former  is  not  acting  as  a  medical 
officer  in  ttie  Union. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (IRELAND) -PETTY 
SESSIONS  CLERK,  MULLAOHROE 
PETIY  SESSIONS  DISTRICT, 
CO.  SLIGO. 
Mr.  sexton  asked  the  Chief  {Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
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With  reference  to  a  memorial  addreesed 
to  his  predecessor,  pointing  out  the  great 
incoavenience  caused  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Mullaghroe  (county  Sligo)  Petty 
Sessions  District  by  the  fact  that  the 
petty  sesBions  clerk  lives  sixteen  miles 
away  from  some  parts  of  the  district,  at 
Boyle,  in  another  county,  whether  the 
Qovemment  are  aware  that  the  official 
in  question  holds  the  clerkships  of  five 
petty  sessions  districts;  and,  whether, 
in  compliance  with  the  desire  oonreyed 
in  the  memorial,  they  will  cause  to  be 
appointed  to  the  clerkship  of  Mullaghroe 

person  resident  in  the  district  ? 

Tbb  chief  SEORETABY  (Sir 
WiLiJAM  Habt  Dyke)  :  The  subject 
of  this  Memorial  has  been  very  carefully 
considered,  and  the  QoTemment  are 
satisfied  that  no  sufficient  cause  has 
been  shown  for  making  any  change  at 
present  in  the  existing  arrangement. 

ROYAL  IRISH  CONSTABULARY- PRO- 
TECTION POST  AT  BUNDUFF, 
CO.  LEITRIM. 

Mb.  sexton  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  the  police  protection  poet  at 
Bunduff,  county  l^ligo,  is  in  the  house  of 
an  evicted  tenant,  and  what  rent  ie  paid 
by  the  Government  for  the  house  to  the 
landlord.  Captain  Barton  ;  whether  there 
ore  five  constabulary  barracks  withia  a 
radius  of  three  miles  from  this  proteo- 
tiou  post;  and,  whether  tbe  district  is 
quits  orderly  and  entirely  free  from 
crime ;  and,  if  so,  whether  the  post  will 
b^  discontinued  ?  . 

The  chief  SECEETAET  (Sir 
William  Habt  Dyke)  :  Hitherto  for 
Bome  time  past  there  has  been  a  tem- 
porary protection  post  at  Bundufi' — 
which  is  in  the  county  of  Leitrim,  and 
not  Sligo — in  a  house  belonging  to 
Captain  Barton,  for  which  no  rent  has 
been  paid.  It  has  now,  however,  been 
decided  to  re-arrange  the  police  districts 
of  the  locality,  and  to  make  Bunduff  aa 
ordinary  permanent  station.  There  are 
only  two  other  stations  within  a  radius  of 
three  miles,  and  one  of  these  is  in  the  next 
county.  The  force  at  the  protection  post 
has  not  been  charged  to  the  locality. 

THE  IRISH  ADMINISTRATION- MK. 

E.  G.  JENKINSON. 
Mr.  sexton  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  there  la  any  intention  on  the 
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part  of  the  GoTernmont  to  appoint  Mr. 
E.  Q.  JenkinBon  to  the  poet  of  Assistant 
Under  Secretary  to  the  Iiord  Lieutenant, 
or  in  any  way  to  continue,  or  renew,  the 
connection  of  that  official  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  Ireland  ? 

The  chief  SECBETAET  (Sir 
William  Habt  Dyke)  :  Mr.  Jenkinson 
still  holde  the  poet  to  which  the  hon. 
Member  BBks  il  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  appoint  him.  I  am  not 
in  a  position  to  say  what  his  tenure  of 
the  office  will  be ;  but  it  ie  distinctly  tem- 
porary. 

LOOAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (IRE- 
LAND) —  THE  CLEEK  TO  THE 
BANGOR  TOWN  COMMISSIONERS. 
Mb.  BIGGAB  aeked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Did  the  Local  Oovemment  Board  write 
to  the  Bangor  Town  Commissioners, 
about  the  beginning  of  June  last,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  advisability 
of  removing  the  town  clerk;  did  the 
Oommiasioners,  in  consequence,  reply 
that  the  clerk  bad  been  called  upon  to 
resign ;  has  the  same  person  been  rein- 
stated as  clerk  ;  and,  can  he  be  retained 
in  face  of  the  recent  disclosures  concern- 
ing him  made  by  several  of  tlio  Com- 
missioners before  Mr.  Justice  O'Brien  at 
the  Belfast  Assizes  ? 

The  chief  SECEETAET  (Sir 
WiLLiAU  Hart  Dtke)  :  It  appears 
that,  at  the  instance  of  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board,  the  Bangor  Town  Oom- 
miasioners recently  called  on  their  clerk 
to  resign,  and  that  subsequently  they  de- 
clined to  accept  his  resignation.  I  am 
informed  that  they  took  this  course  in 
consequence  of  the  recei[>t  of  a  Me- 
morial signed  by  the  principal  rate- 
payors  asking  them  to  retain  the  clerk. 
The  Local  Oovemment  Board  have  no 
power  to  appoint  or  remove  a  Town 
Clerk. 

MARRIAGE  LAW— ATTENDANCE  OF 

REGISTRARS. 
Ma.  ATKINSON  asked  Mr.  Attorney 
General,  If  he  will  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
dispense  with  the  personal  attendance 
of  Begistrars  at  marriages  celebrated  ia 
places  of  public  worship  licensed  for  the 
due  solemnization  of  such  marriages, 
care  being  taken  to  provide,  under  penal- 
ties, for  their  proper  registration  ? 

The  ATTORNEY   GENERAL  (Sir 
EiCHAKD  Webstbb)  :    Sir,  according  to 
3fr.  Sfxton 


the  existing  law  the  personal  attendance 
of  the  Registrar  makes  the  registration 
sufficient  evidenoe  of  the  contract  of 
marriage,  assuming  the  requirements  of 
the  Acts  have  been  observed.  It  is 
most  important  that  proper  evidence  of 
marriages  should  be  preserved  in  as 
simple  a  form  as  possible;  but,  although 
I  cannot  pledge  myself  to  bring  in  a  Bill, 
I  am  quite  willing  to  consult  the  proper 
authorities  as  to  whether,  assuming  a 
valid  registration  can  be  secured  without 
the  presence  of  the  Registrar,  his  at- 
tendance might  be  dispensed  with. 

EGYPT    (TEE    SOUDAN)— THE    LATE 

EXPEDITION  UNDER  HICKS  PASHA 

—CASE   OF  THE  LATE  E.  B.  EVANS. 

INTERPRETER. 

Mb.  CALLAN  (for  Mr.  Maretu)  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  bis  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  case  of  the  late  Edward 
Baldwin  Evans,  Interpreter  to  the  Ex- 
pedition under  Hicks  Pasha,  and  who 
was  killed  therein  together  with  that 
General  officer;  whether,  having  lived 
for  many  years  in  Alezandna,  Cairo, 
and  Hedjaz,  and  carried  Despatches 
from  the  Consul  there  to  Suez,  he  (E. 
B.  Evans)  found  the  Indian  Cuntingent 
on  its  way  to  the  front,  and  was  engaged 
in  the  Intelligence  Department  with  the 
honorary  rank  of  Captain  and  pay  at  the 
rate  of  £400  per  annum ;  that  ne  was  at 
Tel-el-Kebir,  and  afterwards  was  em- 
ployed as  Interpreter  for  Ur.  Broadly  in 
the  Egyptian  State  Trials ;  that  he  re- 
ceived his  Commission  from  the  Khe- 
dive ;  that,  after  the  Battle  of  Marabia, 
his  rank  was  raised  to  that  of  Major 
with  pay  of  £500 ;  that  for  his  valuable 
services  he  was  promised  by  the  Egyp- 
tian Government  a  gratuity  of  six 
mouths'  pay ;  whether,  notwithstanding 
no  such  gratuity  has  been  paid  to  bis 
sisters,  who  were  dependent  on  Iiim  for 
support,  and  who  are  now  in  straitened 
circumstdnces,  there  is  still  outstanding 
an  arrear  of  two  mouths'  pay  that 
accrued  due  before  the  fate  of  the  Ex- 
pedition; and,  whether  the  Govern- 
ment will  use  its  influence  to  see  right 
done? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Bourke)  :  There  is  no  in- 
formation in  the  Foreign  Office  regarding 
this  case ;  but  inquiry  will  be  made  aa 
to  what  are  the  facte. 
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ARMY— SMALL  ARM  AMMUNITION— 
THE  BOXER  CARTBIDGB. 

Me.  LABOUCHEHE  asked  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  War,  Whether  it  is 
a  fact  that  the  ammunitioa  for  the  Mar- 
tini-Henry rifle  was  not  adopted  until 
npwardeof  a  year  afterOeneral  Boxer  bad 
retired  from  the  Service,  and  that  he  is  in 
no  way  responsible  or  to  blame  for  any 
defects  in  the  oonstruction  of  the  cart- 
ridge vhich  may  have  been  the  cause  of 
failure  with  respect  to  strength -resist- 
anoe  to  wet  and  damp,  aod  easy  extrac- 
tion under  severe  service  conditions : 
and,  whether  it  is  a  fact  that  the  cart- 
ridge for  the  Snider  rifle,  for  the  con- 
struction of  which  General  Boxer  it 
wholly  responsible,  has  BucoeBsfully  stood 
the  unerring  teat  of  nearly  twenty  years' 
experience,  in  peace  and  in  war,  and 
that,  too,  under  conditions  as  unfavour- 
able to  its  proper  action  as  those  under 
which  failures  are  reported  to  have  oc- 
curred with  the  Martini-Henry  ammu- 
nition ? 

TnB  SECEETABT  of  STATE  tMr. 
W.  H.  Suith)  :  The  facts  as  to  the  in- 
troduction of  the  Martini-Henry  rifle 
cartridge  ore,  eubetontially,  as  stated  by 
the  hon.  Member.  As  regards  com- 
parison between  the  Martini- Henry  and 
the  Snider  cartridge,  I  mast  decline  to 
be  led  into  any  discussion  aa  to  their 
respective  merits. 

POST  OFFICE  (lEELAND)— TAMPBHIHG 
WITH  LETTERS. 
Mr.  CALLAN  (for  Mr.  Mabum)  asked 
the  Postmaster  General,  Whether  his 
attention  has  been  directed  to  an  alleged 
irregularity  in  the  transit,  through  the 

eistal  officials,  of  two  letters  posted  in 
ublin  on  the  10th  of  June  last,  and 
addressed  to  John  Lowry,  Esq.,  Post 
Office,  Ballybrophy,  in  the  Queen's 
County,  Ireland,  wherein  those  letters 
have  been  tampered  with,  and  that  the 
writer  of  the  letters  in  question  has  pro- 
posed to  the  postal  authorities  in  Dub- 
fin  to  prove  on  oath  the  alleged  tamper- 
ing with  the  dccuments  furnished  to 
them ;  and,  whether  he  will  cause  an 
inquiry  to  be  instituted  under  which  the 
writer  may  be  enabled  to  make  good 
the  above  cbarKe  f 

thb    postmaster    general 

(Lord    John  Manners):  My    attention 
has  been  called  to  the  case  alluded  to 


by  the  hon.  Member.  Very  careful  in- 
quiry has  abeady  been  made,  and  I 
see  no  reason  whatever  for  coming  to 
any  other  oonclueion  than  that  already 
stated  to  Mr.  Lowry — namely,  that  the 
letters  were  not  tampered  with  while  in 
the  hands  of  the  Post  Office.  I,  there- 
fore, see  no  reason  to  hold  the  inquiry 
suggested. 

ENDOWED  SCHOOIS— THE  CHARITY 

COMMISSIONERS— TONBBIDGB 

SCHOOL. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  asked  the 
Yice  President  of  the  Committee  of 
Council,  Whether  the  Charity  Coromis* 
sioners,  in  their  draft  scheme  for  Ton- 
bridge  School,  proposed  that  a  second 
or  middle  school  should  be  established 
in  or  near  the  town  of  Tonbridge  ;  whe- 
ther the  Skinners'  Company  provided 
an  endowment  fund  of  £20,000  for  tho 
purpose  of  establishing  such  school ; 
whether  the  Charity  Commissioners, 
after  obtaining  possession  of  this  money, 
insisted  that  the  promised  new  school 
should  be  placed  at  Tunbridge  Wells, 
a  town  five  miles  distant  from  Ton- 
bridge  ;  whether  this  proceeding  on  the 
part  of  the  Charity  Commiseioners  is 
in  violation  of  their  statutory  powers  ; 
and,  whether,  pending  the  inquiry  to 
be  made  by  the  Select  Committee  into 
the  working  of  the  Endowed  Schools 
Act,  the  Charity  Commissioners  will 
postpone  the  expenditure  of  the  said 
endowment  fund,  in  order  that  the 
grave  charges  brought  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Tonbridge  against  the  action 
of  the  Commissioners  in  respect  to  this 
school  might  be  inquired  into  ? 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  of  thk 
COUNCIL  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  :  In  the 
year  1875  the  Charity  CommiseionerB 
published  a  draft  scheme  for  Sir  An- 
drew Judd's  School  at  Tonbridge,  pro- 
viding, among  other  things,  for  the  in- 
vestment of  the  residuary  income  of 
that  endowment  as  a  fund  for  the  ulti- 
mate establishment  of  a  middle  school 
"in  or  near  the  town  of  Tonbridge." 
In  the  year  1878  a  freeh  droit  scheme 
was  published  for  Sir  Andrew  Judd's 
School,  from  which  the  former  provision 
for  the  establishment  of  a  middle 
school  "in  or  near  the  town  of  Ton- 
bridge"  was  omitted.  At  the  same 
time  another  draft  scheme  was  pub- 
lished for  the  application  of  a  sum  of 
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££0,000,  to  be  provided  from  soureeB 
independent  of  Sir  Andrew  Judd's 
School  bj  the  Skinner's  Company,  and 
wholly  unconnected  vitb  Tonbridge,  for 
a  middle  Bcbool  to  be  maintained  "in 
or  near  the  parish  of  Tonbridge,"  leav- 
ing open  the  position  of  the  school,  at 
the  exprese  desire  of  the  Skinners'  Com- 
pan;.  The  scheme  for  the  middle 
school  in  the  form  agreed  to  b,7  the 
Skinners'  Company  having,  in  due 
course,  been  approved  by  Her  Majesty, 
the  Charity  Commissioners  received 
repretentationa  both  from  Tonbridge 
and  from  Tunbridge  Wells,  in  both  of 
which  towns  sites  for  the  new  school 
were  offered.  After  inquiry  and  full 
eonsideration  of  the  circumstances,  the 
Charity  Commissioners  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  that,  however  desirable  it 
might  be  that  a  second  or  lower  school 
should  be  established  in  the  town  of 
Tonbridge,  the  reasons  in  favour  of 
placing  the  middle  school  at  Tunbridge 
Wdls  preponderated.  The  approval  of 
the  eite  for  the  school  was  eipressly 
reserred  to  the  Charity  Commissioners 
in  the  scheme  as  approved  by  Her 
Majesty,  and  a  suitable  site  for  the 
school  at  Tunbridge  Wells  has  now 
been  secured  by  voluntary  gift  from  the 
inhabitants. 

INLAND  NAVIGATION  AND  DfiAINAQE 

(IBELAND)-THE  KILKEE 

DSAINAQE. 

The  O'QOHMAN  MAHON  asked 
the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
Whether  the  Irish  Government  are 
aware  that  great  damage  has  been  and 
is  being  caused  by  the  overflow  of 
Bwamps,  and  the  con  sequent  flooding  of 
agrioiiltural  and  pastoral  lands  in  the 
district  of  Kilkee,  County  Clare ;  and, 
whether  the  Government  will  imme- 
diately cause  the  Board  of  Works  to 
institute  a  competent  inq'uiry,  with  a 
view  to  ascertain  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  damage,  and  to  decide  whether 
the  State  can  aid  the  occupiers  of  the 
district  in  executing  drainage  opera- 
tions? 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
STIET  (Sir  Henby  HotLiifD)  said,  h( 
must  ask  that  the  Question  should  b( 
postponed  until  Thursday.  He  had  not 
yet  received  a  communication  in  refer- 
ence to  it  in  answer  to  hie  inquiries. 
Jfr.  E.  Stanhope 


FARLIAMESTARY    ELECTIONS— USE 

OF  NATIONAL  ELEUENTABT 

SCHOOL  BOOMS. 

Mb.  JESSE  COLLINGS  asked  the 
Yice  President  of  the  Committee  of 
Council,  If,  in  view  of  the  coming  elec- 
tions, he  will  address  a  Memorandum 
to  the  managers  of  National  Elementary 
Schools,  especially  to  those  in  rural 
districts,  pointing  out  that,  in  all  cases 
here  the  use  of  the  public  school  rooms 
.  granted  for  political  and  other  public 
purposes,  there  should  be  no  preference 
given  to  any  one  political  section  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  district  ? 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (tit.  E.  Stanhope)  :  Al- 
though, personally,  I  am  of  opinion 
that,  as  a  rule,  it  is  desirable  in  these 
cases  that  both  political  Parties  should 
be  treated  on  an  equality,  it  is  impos- 
eible  to  say  that  it  is  of  universal  appli- 
cation, and  I  cannot  undertake  to  in- 
terfere with  the  discretion  of  the  school 
managers  in  the  manner  suggested  by 
the  hon.  Member. 

ALLOTMENTS  EXTENSION  AOT,  1881- 
LADT  ISABELLA  DODD'S  CHARITY, 

ELLESBOROUGH,  BUCKS. 
Mr.  JESSE  COUilNGS  asked  the 
Vice  President  of  the  Committee  of 
Council,  Whether  the  Charity  Commis- 
sioners prepared  and  circulated,  in 
Angnat  IB64,  a  draft  scheme  relating  to 
Lady  Isabella  Dodd's  Charity,  in  Elles- 
borough,  Bucks.,  which  omitted  pro- 
visions for  allotments,  and  whether  the 
Charity  CoDunissioners  have  since  in- 
serted provisions  for  allotments  therein 
in  accordance  with  section  fourteen  of 
"  The  Allotmonta  Extension  Act,  1882;" 
whether  the  Charity  Commissioners 
have  inserted  provisions  for  allot- 
ments, as  required  by  section  fourteen 
of  "The  Allotments  Estension  Ant, 
1882,"  in  all  schemes  made  by  them 
after  the  passing  of  that  Act  in  relation 
to  any  Charity,  part  of  the  endowment 
of  which  consisted  of  land  (other  than 
buildings  and  the  appurtenances  of 
buildings) ;  whether,  if  mey  have  omitted 
to  insert  such  prorisions  in  any  such 
schemes,  they  will  repair  the  omission 
by  issuing  amended  sohciaes  which  will 
contain  provisions  for  allotments  accord- 
ing to  the  intention  of  the  Act;  and, 
whe^er  the  Charity  Commissioners  will 
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puMiah  a  list  of  the  schemes  macle  by ' 
them  since  the  passing  of  the  said  Act 
in  which  such  provieions  are  inserted, 
and  a  list  of  those  which  contain  no  auoh 
provisions  ? 

Thb  vice  PEESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  :  To  the 
first  part  of  the  Question  of  the  hon. 
Memher  I  have  to  say  that  the  facts  are 
correctly  stated.  To  the  second,  the 
Charity  Commissioners  inform  me  that 
these  provisions  have  in  some  cases 
been  omitted,  partly  from  inadvertence 
(chiedy  in  tbe  case  of  schemes  drafted 
previoasly  to  and  established  shortly 
after  the  passing  of  the  Allotments  Act, 
1882),  and  partly  because  it  was  for 
some  time  doubted  whether  these  pro- 
visions should  not  be  inserted  only  in 
schemes  in  which  provision  is  made  for 
the  management  of  the  lands  of  tbe 
charity.  They  are  now  alwaysinserted 
in  such  cases.  To  the  third  part,  tbe 
answer  is  that  schemes  can  be  made 
only  on  application  to  the  Commis- 
sioners,  who  have  no  power  to  act  on 
their  own  motion.  They  authorize  me 
to  say  that  if  application  is  made  in  any 
of  these  cases  they  will  be  quite  readj 
to  insert  these  provisions.  For  this 
reaeon,  and  because  the  Betum  would 
be  costly  and  practically  useless,  I  have 
to  answer  the  hon.  Member's  fourth 
paragraph  in  the  negative. 

POST    OFFICE   {CONTHACTS)-THB 
AMERICAN  MAIL  SERVICE. 

Mb.  GILES  asked  the  Postmaster 
Oenorol,  In  what  direction  the  exten- 
sion of  the  American  Mail  Service  will 
take  place,  seeing  that  an  increase  of 
£25,775  has  been  made  in  the  Estimates; 
and,  whether  any  provision  has  been 
made  for  despatching  a  Thursday's  mail 
to  America  by  the  eipress  steamers  of 
the  North  Qerroan  Lloyd  from  Houth- 
ampton  ? 

The  postmaster  GENERAL 
(Lord  John  Mankkrs):  The  increase 
referred  to  by  my  hon.  Friend  is  due 
mainly  to  the  nomtal  growth  annually  of 
the  correspondence  sent  from  this  coun- 
try to  the  United  States.  An  increase 
of  the  correspondence  does  not  neces- 
sarily call  lor  an  extension  of  the  Ameri- 
can mail  service  ;  and  I  may  state  that, 
until  the  whole  question  has  been  fully 
considered,  it  is  not  intended  to  make 
any  provision,  beyond  that  which  now 
exists  in  the  shape  of  ship  letter  mails. 


for  sending  the  Thursday's  mails  to 
America  by  the  steamers  of  the  North 
German  Lloyd  Irom  Southampton. 

WESTERN   PACIFIC-NEW   GUINEA- 
FORM   OF   GOVERNMENT  FOR 
THE  ENGLISH  PORTION. 
ViscouMT   LTMINGTON  asked  the 
Secretary  of   State  for  the   Colonies, 
Whether   Her    Majesty's    Government 
have  decided  upon  the  form  of  Govern- 
ment under  which  the  English  portion 
of  New  Guinea  is  to  be  administered  ; 
upon  the  proportion  of  the  expense  of 

f>Temment  to  be  home  by  the  Imperial 
xchequer ;  and  upon  efficient  means  of 
permanently  securing  the  yearly  con- 
tributionB  of  the  Colonial  Parliaments  7 

THESECRETARToF8TATE(Colonel 
Stanley),  in  reply,  said,  he  was  not  in 
a  position  to  make  any  definite  state- 
ment. The  proceedings  which  bad  taken 
place  between  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment and  the  Colonial  authorities  in 
respect  of  New  Guinea  had  been  some- 
what intflmipted  by  the  change  of  Go- 
vernment. Tbe  various  arrangements 
were  not  yet  concluded. 

Mr.  BRYCE:  WiU  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  be  able  to  do  so 
within  the  next  few  days? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE :  I  am 
afraid  not. 

THAMWAT  COMPANIES  (METROPOLIS) 
-EMPLOYES  HOURS  OF  LABOUR. 
Mb.  SAMUEL  SMITH  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, If  the  attention  of  tbe  Govern- 
ment has  been  called  to  the  condition 
of  labour  imposed  on  the  London  tram 
men ;  if  he  is  aware  that  they  are  com- 
pelled to  work  sixteen  hours  a-day,  in- 
cluding Sundays;  and,  whether  he  will 
grant  an  inquiry  into  the  subject  ? 

The  SECRETARY  or  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AssHETOif  Citos.s) :  Yes,  Sir ;  I  have 
made  inquiries,  and  I  believe  these  men 
very  often  have  to  work  16  hours  a-day. 
It  seems  to  me  enormous  labour,  as  the 
House  can  understand,  for  we  ate  our- 
selves working  16  hoars  a-day.  We 
were  so  yesterday. 

THE   CORRUPT   PRACTICRS  ACT-THE 

SUFFOLK   CONSERVATIVE 

ASSOCIATION. 

Mb.  JESSE  OOLLINGS  asked  Mr. 

Attorney  Qeneral,  Whether  his  attsntion 
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bas  been  called  to  a  Circular  issued  and 
signed  by  the  Marquis  of  Bristol  as 
Chairman  of  the  Ezeoutive  Committee 
of  the  Stowmarket  Division  of  the 
Suffolk  GonserTative  Association,  in 
which  Circular  the  following  paragraph 
appears : — 

"  Am  under  the  Corrupt  Prscticea  Act  the 
candidate  is  allowed  to  spend  only  ■  limited 
«nio  of  money  upon  eleotion  eipensea,  tha  A«- 
eociatiou  will  be  put  to  eome  eipenss  in  hold- 
ing meetings,  publishing  pamphlets,  &c.  with  t 
view  to  asBut  the  return  of  a  ConsorvatiTo  t( 
represent  the  Dividou  in  Parliament,  this  As- 
Bociation  will  also  require  funds  for  its  own 


and,  whether  the  expenditure  by  an 
Association  "  vith  a  view  to  assist  the 
return  of  a  candidate,"  beyond  the  sum 
authorised  by  the  Corrupt  Practices  Act, 
is  legal  within  the  provisions  of  that 
Act? 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sit 
RiCHAKD  Wkbstbr)  :  Sir,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  answer  the  Question  of  the  hon. 
Member  in  the  terms  in  which  it  is 
framed.  The  provisions  of  the  Oonupt 
Practices  Act  do  not  interfere  with  band 
fidt  oi^anizations  or  expenses  honA  fide 
incurred  by  political  associations  for  the 
promotion  of  particular  political  views 
in  any  constituency  without  reference  to 
the  election  of  any  particular  individual. 
Whether  or  not  the  expenditure  of  an 
association  is  illegal  is  a  question  of  fact, 
and  can  only  be  finally  determined  by 
the  Election  Court  after  the  investiga- 
tion of  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
cose. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  [IRELAND)-DEDUO- 
TI0N3  FROM  ROAD  CONTRACTORS' 
ACCOUNTS— MR.  F.  MOKRIS,  SECRE- 
TARY  TO  GRAND  JURY,  CO.  CLARE. 
Mr.  O'BEIEN  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary  to  the  Lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  Francis  Morris,  Secretary  of 
the  Grand  Jury  of  the  county  Clare,  has 
been  for  a  number  of  years  in  the  habit 
of  charging  road  contractors  a  foe  of 
2».  Crf.  each  for  form  of  tender  when 
applyinpr  for  contracts  for  public  works, 
and  a  fee  of  4i.  for  what  he  terms 
"  accounting "  on  getting  their  half- 
yearly  payments  of  account ;  whether 
be  has  admitted,  when  questioned  by 
Mr.  Anthony  O'Dwyer,  a  ceespayer,  at 
the  Presentment  Sessions  held  at  Mul- 
towQ  Mulbuiy  in  May  last,  that  these 
charges  were  illegal,  and  ought  not  to 


have  been  made ;  whether  he,  notwith- 
standing, extracted  the  foes  as  usual 
from  contractors  when  settling  their 
accounts  after  the  last  assizes;  and, 
whether  any  proceedings  will  be  insti- 
tuted against  Morris  ? 

The  chief  8ECBETAHT  (Sir 
William  Hart  Dtee)  :  I  have  alrrady 
explained  that  the  Secretary  of  a  Grand 
Jury  is  not  an  officer  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  that,  therefore,  the  question  of 
charges  by  him  is  not  a  matter  for  Par- 
liamentary interference. 

LAW  AND  POLICE-ILLEGAL  FISHING 

IN  KILDARE-1N8ANITAHT  HOUSES 

AT  KILL. 

Mb.  O'BRIEN  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  the  constabuUry  at  Kill, 
county  £lldare,  have  reported  that 
Lord  Mayo,  and  members  of  hie  family 
and  servants,  have  repeatedly  dragged 
the  canal  with  large  nets  for  fish,  which 
when  taken  are  oonveyed  to  fish  ponds 
in  Lord  Mayo's  demesne  in  Palmerston, 
and  whether  a  prosecution  will  be  insti- 
tuted; and,  whether  the  houses  in  the 
village  of  Kill,  on  Lord  Mayo's  property, 
were  two  years  ago  condemned  as  unfit 
for  human  habitation  by  the  late  medical 
officer.  Dr.  Hayes;  and,  if  so,  who  ia 
responsible  for  the  failure  to  enforce  the 
law? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Sir 
William  Hakt  Dtkb),  in  reply,  said,  the 
police  had  not  made  any  Report  on  this 
matter,  nor  were  they  aware  that  such  a 
thing  had  taken  place.  He  was  informed 
that,  at  Kill,  houses  held  under  leases 
were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation,  and  the  sanitary  officer 
stated  that  action  was  duly  taken  in  the 
matter. 

ROYAL   IRISH   CONSTABULARY-PRO- 

MOTION  OF  HEAD  CONSTABLES. 

Ma.  BERESFOED  asked  the  Chief 

Seoretory   to  the  Lord  Lieutenant    of 

Ireland,  Whether  the  giving  of  merely 

one    appointment,    after    a    period    of 

nearly  three  years,  is  expected  to  satisfy 

the  aspirations  of  the  Head  Constables 

of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  to  their 

fair  share  of  promotion  to  District  In- 

cctorships ;  and,  if  not,  will  they  get 

proportion  of  vacancies   which  they 

claim  as  due  to  them  without  further 

delay  ? 
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The  chief  SECEETAET  (Sir 
WiLLiAJt  Habt  Dyke)  :  I  recently  ei- 
plaiued  that  the  regulated  proportion  of 
appointmenta  of  head  conatables  to  Dis- 
trict Inepectorships  has  been  and  will 
he  Btrictly  kept  up,  and  that  the  one 
appointment  now  about  to  be  made  is 
really  in  anticipation  of  what  the  head 
constables  are  entitled  to.  This  conces- 
sion has  been  made  in  consideration  &f 
the  fact  that,  owing  to  unusual  and  un- 
avoidable ciroumstonces,  10  head  con- 
stables were  promoted  in  1662,  and  that, 
consequently,  a  long  time  has  elapsed 
since  a  promotion  irom  that  rank  has 
taken  place.  Two  further  appointments 
will  be  given  to  head  constaDles  in  due 
course. 

PARKS  (METBOPOLIS)— THE  BEOENTS 
PAKE— BE-ENCLOSURE  OF  LANn, 
Mk.  DANIEL  GRANT  asked  the 
First  Commissioner  of  Works,  Whs- 
tber  his  attention  has  been  drawn  to  e 
statement  in  The  Echo  of  Saturday  last, 
that  a  portion  of  the  land  in  Begent'i 
Park,  lately  restored  to  the  public,  has 
been  again  enclosed  ;  and,  whether  snob 
statement  is  correct ;  and,  if  bo,  what 
steps  he,  proposes  to  take  in  the  mat- 
ter? 

Tub  first  COMMISSIONER  (Mr. 
FLtntKBT)  asked  that  the  Question 
should  be  again  put  ia  a  day  or  two, 
when  he  would  be  in  a  position  to  an- 
swer it. 

BAILWATS  {ENGLAND  AND  WALES)- 
TEBUINAL  CHAROEH. 

Mr.  NORWOOD  asked  the  Secretary 
to  the  Board  of  Trade,  Whether  the 
attention  of  his  Department  has  been 
directed  to  the  deoision  of  the  DiviBJonal 
Court  in  the  case  of  Hall  v.  London, 
Brighton,  and  South  Coast  Railway, 
practically  reversing  the  decisions  for 
several  years  past  of  the  Railway 
Commissioners  in  reference  to  terminal 
oharges;  and,  whether,  in  view  of  the 
great  importance  of  this  decision  to  the 
trading  community,  the  QoTemment 
will,  during  the  Recess,  prepare  a  com- 
prehensive measure  dealing  with  the 
question  ? 

The  8E0HETAHY  to  the  BOARD 
(Baron  Hbnky  De  Worms):  Yes,  Sir; 
the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Trade  has 
been  directed  to  tbe  deoision   of  the 
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Qaeen's  Bench  Division  of  tbe  High 
Court  of  Justice  in  the  case  of  Hall  r. 
the  London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast 
Railway  Company  with  reference  to  ter- 
minal charges ;  but  I  am  not  at  the 
present  moment  in  a  position  to  give 
any  pledge  as  to  what  course  the  Oo- 
vemment  may  take  with  regard  to  rail- 
way legislation.  The  question  is  one 
of  very  great  importance,  and  will  re- 
ceive ^e  earnest  attention  of  the  Board 
of  Trade. 


TRADE  AND  NAVIGATION  ACCOUNTS 

— IMPOBTATION  OF  CATTLE,  Ac. 
FBOM  IBELAND. 

Mr.  DTTOKHAM  asked  the  Secretary 
to  the  Board  of  Trade,  Whether  he  will 
for  tbe  future  add  to  tbe  Monthly  Trade 
and  Navigation  Accounts  a  Return  of 
the  numbers  of  cattle,  sheep,  and  swine 
received  from  Ireland,  similar  to  the 
Return  of  importations  of  those  animals 
from  Foreign  Countries ;  and,  whether 
he  will  add  a  Return  of  the  dead  meat 
of  all  kinds  received  from  Ireland  1 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  BOARD 
[Baron  Heket  De  Works)  :  The  ac- 
couDte  of  the  cattle  exports  from  Ireland 
to  Great  Britain  ore  obtained  by  the 
Teterinary  Department  of  the  Privy 
Council  for  Ireland,  and  are  published 
weekly  in  Tk»  DvbHtt  OatttU,  and  also 
yearly  in  the  Veterinair  Report  of  the 
Privy  Council  Office,  London.  Meat 
exports  from  Ireland  are  not  so  regis- 
tered, and  are,  therefore,  only  treated  as 
part  of  the  coasting  trade  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  which  is  not  registered  with 
tbe  same  formalities  as  the  foreign 
trade.  The  monthly  trade  accounts  have 
reference  only  to  foreign  and  Colonial 
trade,  and  not  to  trade  between  separate 
divisions  of  the  United  Kingdom ;  hut  in 
view  of  the  importance  of  information  as 
to  trade  with  Ireland  the  question  will 
be  carefully  oonsidered,  with  a  view  of 
including  in  such  accounts  a  supple- 
mentary statement  of  trade  with  Ire- 
land. 

Ms.  NEWDEGATE  asked,  whether, 
in  any  future  arrangement,  the  importa- 
tion from  Ireland  would  be  kept  sepa- 
rate trom  the  importation  of  foreign  and 
Colonial  cattle  ? 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  BOARD : 
I  propose  in  future  that  a  supplementary 
accountdoaling  exclusively  with  Ireland  t 
shall  be  kept.  vr* 
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REQISTEATION  OF  VOTERS -RETURN 

OF  OCCUPIERS-ENaLAND  AND 

WALES. 

Mb.  WOODALL  asked  the  Under 
SecretaiT  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, When  the  Beturn  of  Male  and 
FemaleOccupiers in  England andWalea. 
presented  on  the  I5th  of-  June,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  on  the  9th  of  Julj, 
will  be  distributed  among  Uembers  of 
the  House  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Stuabt-Wobtlet)  :  The 
Return  has  been  irith  the  printer  since 
ths  order  for  printing  was  made.  The 
proofs  have  been  received  in  the  Home 
Office  this  morning,  and  the  Return  viU 
no  doubt  be  ready  for  distribution  in 
the  course  of  a  few  days. 

CONSTirUTION  OF  THE  ADMIRALTT 
—A  FINANCE  LORD. 
Sib  JOHN  HAT  (for  Lord  Henbt 
LEinroz)  asked  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  Whether  he  has  further  con* 
sidered  the  advisabilitj  of  appointing  a 
Finance  Lord  of  the  Board  of  Admi- 
ralty; whether  he  can  explain  the  pre- 
cise method  of  controlling  expenditure 
which  actually  exist?  at  the  Admiralty 
at  the  present  time ;  and,  if  it  be  true, 
as  recently  stated  in  evidence  by  the 
Accountant  General  of  the  Navy  before 
tho  Committee  now  sitting  on  Admiralty 
Accounts,  that  there  is  now  no  perma- 
nent official  at  the  Admiralty  who  is  re- 
sponsible for  the  control  of  the  entire 
expenditure,  but  that  each  head  of  a 
department  controls  the  expenditure  of 
that  Department  f 

The  first  LORD  (Lord  Geoboe 
Hamilton)  :  I  have  nothing  to  add  to 
the  objections  I  stated  the  other  day  to 
the  appointment  of  a  Finance  Lord  at 
the  Board  of  Admiralty,  and  to  them  I 
still  adhere.  The  method  of  controlling 
the  expenditure  at  the  Admiralty  is  the 
same  as  it  has  been  for  some  years  past. 
The  ultimate  control  of  the  Naval  Votes 
rests  entirely  with  the  Board  of  Admi- 
ralty, the  Parliamentary  Secretary  being 
specially  charged  with  this  duty.  The 
officers  responsible  to  the  Board  for  the 
expenditure  out  of  these  Votes  are  the 
heads  of  the  spending  Departments, 
who  send  in  their  statements  of  expendi- 
tb  ture  incurred  to  the  Accountant  Oeneral, 
cha  who  forwards  their  reports  to  the  Secre- 
'ary  and  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty. 
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I  have  not  read  the  evidence  of  ths 
Accountant  General  of  the  Navy  before 
the  Select  Committee  referred  to ;  but 
he  informs  me  that  he  gave  the  evidence 
with  the  object  of  making  clear  the 
different  position  which  he,  as  Account- 
ant General  of  the  Navy,  occupiod  to 
that  of  the  Accountant  General  at  the 
War  Office,  where  that  officer  has 
authority  to  investigate  proposed  expen- 
diture before  it  is  incurred.  At  the 
Admiralty,  the  practice  is  to  report  to 
him  the  expenditure  after  it  has  been 
incurred.  I  have  always  assumed  that 
the  object  for  which  the  two  offices 
were  made  was  identical,  and  that  as 
the  War  Office  system  has  worked 
well  we  should  endeavour,  as  f^r  as 
possible,  to  assimilate  to  it  the  Admiralty 
system. 

Mb.  gray  :  Will  the  noble  Lord  be 
prepared  to  give  the  House  any  aosur- 
anoe  that  no  permanent  change  involv- 
ing additional  expense  will  be  made 
pending  the  consideration  by  the  House 
of  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee 
on  Admiralty  Accounts  ? 

The  first  LORD :  It  is  competent 
to  the  hon.  Member  to  discuss  the 
Report  of  the  Committee;  but,  in  the 
present  condition  of  Public  Business,  it 
would  be  impossible  for  the  Government 
to  initiate  any  such  discussion.  I  cannot 
give  the  promise  asked  for  by  the  hon. 
Member,  as  it  will  be  our  duty  to  take 
action  upon  that  Report,  subject  to  any 
opinion  which  the  House  may  express 
on  the  Report ;  but  if  it  be  necessary  to 
strengthen  the  financial  control  at  the 
Admiralty  by  appointing  any  additional 
officers,  of  course  it  will  be  our  dn^  to 
undertake  this  on  our  own  responsibifity. 

NAVY— AOOOUNTANT  GEKERAL  OF 

THE  NAVY. 
Sib  JOHN  HAY  (for  Lord  Hbbbt 
Lgkrox)  asked  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  On  what  facts  he  based  his 
statement  to  the  effect  that  the  Acoonnt- 
ant  General  of  the  Navy  is  at  the 
present  time  the  only  permanent  official 
charged  with  the  dnty  of  checking  and 
controlling  the  expenditure;  and,  whe* 
ther  it  is  intended  to  ask  the  Accountant 
General  of  the  Navy  (who  has  but 
recently  returned  from  taking  ao  im- 
portant part  in  the  Financial  Control  of 
Egypt)  to  undertake  the  absolute  aod 
entire  Financial  Control  of  the  whole 
expenditure  of  the  Navy  ? 
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the  meani  best  oalcol&ted  to  advance  the 
object  which  we  fdl  have  at  heart. 


The  FntST  LORD  (Lord  Oeorob 
Hamiltok)  :  I  made  tbe  statement  in 
qaeBtiou  becaueo  I  believed  it  to  be 
correct,  and  nothing  has  since  oociured 
to  contradict  tbe  opinion  I  then  ei- 
preaaed.  The  Beport  of  the  Committee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  tbe  recent 
«xoees  of  expenditure  haa  not  ^et  been 
circulated ;  and  until  I  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  reading  and  ooneidariDg 
it  I  cannot  state  the  nature  or  scope  of 
the  alterations  we  may  make,  though 
one  of  them  will  be  tbe  strengthening 
of  the  authority  and  controlling  power 
of  the  Accountant  Oenoral. 

EDUCATION  DEPAETMENT-INSTRUC- 
TION  OF  DEAF-MUTE  CHILDEEN. 
Me.  WOODALL  asked  the  Vice  Pre- 
sident of  the  Council,  If  he  ie  aware 
that,  of  the  large  number  of  deaf-mute 
children  in  the  United  Kingdom,  less 
than  one-half  are  under  suitable  in- 
struotion ;  that,  while  State  aid  is  given 
towards  the  education  of  tbe  children  of 
the  criminal  claesee  as  well  as  of  the 
general  population,  no  Oovernment  help 
ia  afforded  to  the  deaf  and  dumb  ;  and, 
whether  the  Government  will  arrange 
for  an  inquiry  into  the  sabject  by  Boyol 
Oommiaaion,  as  has  been  done  in  rela- 
tion to  the  blind,  and  in  acooidance  with 
what  is  understood  to  have  been  the  in- 
tention of  the  late  Oovemment,  as  inti- 
mated in  the  reply  of  the  late  Yice  Pre- 
sident to  the  question  addresaed  to  him 
on  the  18th  of  May  last  ? 

The  VICK  PBESLDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  :  To 
ascertain  the  number  of  deaf-mute  chil- 
dren not  under  suitable  instruction  is 
one  of  tbe  objects  of  tbe  inquiry  which, 
as  I  stated  the  other  day,  we  desired  to 
institute.  There  is  at  present  no  re- 
liable information  on  this  point.  It  is 
true  that  no  Ootemment  aid  ie  at  pre- 
sent given  towards  the  instruction  of 
the  deaf  and  dumb ;  but  I  cannot  say 
whether  England  stands  alone  among 
civilized  countries  in  this  respect.  What 
tbe  intention  of  the  late  Oovernment 
may  have  been  we  have  no  means  of 
knowing ;  hut  there  is  no  trace  of  any 
resolution  to  extend  to  the  deaf  and 
dumb  the  inquiries  of  the  Boyal  Com- 
mission on  the  condition  of  the  blind. 
After  carefully  considering  the  matter,  I 
am  still  of  opinion  that  tbe  inquiry 
already  proposed  affords,  upon  the  whole, 


EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT  — LONDON 
SCHOOL  BOARD  EXPENDITUHE. 

Mb.  J.  G.  TALBOT  asked  the  Vice 
President  of  tbe  Committee  of  Council, 
Whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  Beport  of  the  Finance  Committee 
of  tbe  London  School  Board,  from  which 
it  appears  that  the  current  account  of 
that  Board  was,  at  the  present  moment, 
overdrawn  to  the  amount  of  £130,000, 
and  further  that,  after  the  receipt  of  all 
the  precepts  due  at  Michaelmas  next, 
the  account  would  still  be  overdrawn 
about  £38,000  ;  whether  he  could  state 
to  tbe  House  the  causes  which  have  led 
to  this  result ;  and,  whether  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Qovernment  intend  to  take  any 
steps  to  prevent  the  reonrrence  of  snob 
a  breach  of  duty  ? 

Tub  TICE  PRESIDENT  of  thb 
COUNCIL  (Mr.  E.  Stanhopb)  ;  I  have 
asked  the  London  School  Board  to  fur- 
nish me  with  a  reply  to  the  Question  of 
tbe  boo.  Member,  and  I  have  received 
from  them  the  following  :— At  the  date 
of  the  Report  of  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee (July  28)  the  current  account — in- 
clading  cheques  to  be  drawn  on  the  30th 
of  July — was  overdrawn  to  the  amount 
of  £159,941.  The  Board  would  have  to 
borrow  this  amount  for  a  short  time 
from  their  balance  on  capital  account, 
which  on  the  30th  of  July  amounted  to 
£230,884.  The  current  account  would 
not  hare  been  overdrawn  but  for  the 
fact  that  precepts  to  the  amount  of 
£319,196  which  were  due  on  the  24th 
of  June  previous  had  not  up  to  tbe  30th 
of  July  been  paid  by  the  vestries  and 
district  hoards.  The  statement  that, 
after  the  receipt  of  all  the  precepts  due 
at  Michaelmas  next,  the  current  account 
would  still  be  overdrawn  by  about 
£38,000,  is  due  to  a  misapprehension. 
The  statement  should  have  been  that  on 
the  eth  of  October  next  the  eorrent 
account  would  still  be  overdrawn  to  the 
extent  of  £38,000,  or  perhaps  £40,000, 
supposing  all  the  precepts  due  at  Mid- 
summer last  to  have  been  then  paid. 
But  at  Michaelmas  next  precepts  to  the 
amount  of  £201,341  will  become  due, 
and  payments  will  at  once  begin  to  be 
made  to  tbe  Board.  This  statement  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  extremely  unsatisfac- 
tory. The  School  Board  appear  to  be 
applying  money  which  they  have  bor- 
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rowed  from  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works  for  a  spacifio  purpose  to  balance 
a  deficit  on  the  current  aooount.  But  the 
Gh)vemment  have  no  power  to  interfere 
in  any  way. 


SieWALTEE  B.  BARTTELOT  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Whether 
any  Despatch  was  reoeired  from  Sir 
Herbert  Stewart,  giving  an  account  of 
the  Battle  af  Abu  Klea,  and  the  con- 
duct of  the  Troops  aubsequent  to  the 
Despatch  from  Abu  Klea  of  the  13th  of 
January;  and,  if  there  be  such  a  De- 
spatch, whether  he  will  lay  it  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House  ? 

The  8ECEETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith)  :  I  assume  that  the  date 
in  the  hon.  and  gallant  Baronet's  Ques- 
tion is  a  misprint  for  the  16th  of 
Januaiy,  the  date  of  the  despatch  re- 
ferred to  in  my  reply  of  yesterday.  So 
far  as  I  am  aware  there  was  no  later 
despatch  from  Sir  Herbert  Stewart,  who 
received  his  fatal  wound  early  on  the 
following  day. 

EEQiaTRATION  OP  VOTERS  (IRELAND) 
ACT— PUBLICATION  OF  LISTS  OF 
VOTERS  IN  NORTH  ANTRIM. 

Mr.  sexton  asked  Mr.  Attorney 
Qeneral  for  Ireland,  in  view  of  the  facts 
that  tbs  list  of  voters  required  by  law  to 
be  published  by  the  22nd  nit.  did  not 
reacn  the  clerks  of  unions  in  North 
Antrim  until  the  29th ;  that  the  lists 
had  not  been  published  in  the  Grange 
District  (county  Sligo)  on  the  1st  iuit. ; 
that  complaints  of  similar  failures  of 
duty  on  the  part  of  officials  are  made 
from  different  parte  of  Ireland ;  and  that 
the  period  limited  by  statute  for  lodg- 
ment of  claims  expires  to-day,  What  steps 
will  be  taken  to  impose  upon  officials 
responsible  for  Tiolation  of  the  duly  cast 
upon  them  by  law  the  penalties  they 
have  incurred  ;  and,  as  voters  and  claim- 
ants have  been  deprived  of  the  facilities 
contemplated  by  uiw  for  inspection  of 
the  lists,  whether  the  provision  in  the 
Irish  Registration  Act  is  to  be  under- 
stood as  applying  to  the  lodgment  of 
claims  to  be  placed  upon  the  register, 
and  for  what  period  beyond  the  present 
date  claims  may  be  lodged  aocoraingly? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Sir 
William  Habt  Dyke)  :  I  have  not  been 
^r.  K  Stanhope 
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able  to  ascertain  whether  the  dates  men- 
tioned in  the  Question  are  correct ;  but 
I  am  aware  in  some  places  in  Ireland 
the  lists  of  voters  were  not  published 
till  after  the  time  appointed  by  the 
statute.  In  any  instances  of  the  kind 
that  have  hitherto  come  to  the  notice 
of  the  Irish  Oovemment,  it  has,  I  think, 
been  ascertained  that  this  has  not  arisen 
from  any  failure  of  duty  on  the  part  of 
the  officials,  bat  from  the  impossibility 
of  having  the  necessary  printing  com- 

S'eted  in  the  short  time  at  their  disposal, 
nder  such  circnmstances  it  would  b6 
unjust  to  seek  to  enforce  penalties. 
There  is  no  power  to  extend  the  time  for 
lodging  claims  beyond  the  4th  August. 

CHIU  AND  PERU— THE  PERUVIAN 
BONDHOLDERS. 

Mh  .  WILLIAMSON  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Whether  the  proposed  action  of  Her 
Majesty's  Oovemment,  in  concert  with 
other  Powers,  referred  to  in  the  letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  dated  the  28th  July,  addressed 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Peruvian  Bond- 
holders, has  originated  with  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Oovemment,  or  has  been  first 
suggested  by  any  of  these  Powers ;  whe- 
ther, in  the  Note  of  the  Chilian  Oovem- 
ment of  the  5th  June  1884,  therein  re- 
ferred to,  that  Oovemment  clearly  indi- 
cated that  the  investigation  of  any  claims 
arising  from  the  acquisition  by  Chili  of 
the  Desert  of  Tarapaga  should  be,  in  the 
first  instance,  before  the  tribunals  of 
Chili,  in  the  form  prescribed  by  Law ; 
and,  whether,  seeing  that  there  are 
several  groups  of  Peruvian  creditors 
who  allege  that  they  have  claims  against 
the  guano  deposits,  and  who  have  not 
united  in  submitting  these  claims  to  the 
Oovemment  of  Cbili  since  the  5th  June 
1884,  nor  have  taken  any  steps  to  have 
the  alleged  hypothecation  of  territory, 
or  of  guano  deposits  thereon,  investi- 
gated by  the  only  competent  tribunals, 
namely,  those  of  Ohili,  Her  Majesty's 
Government  will  consider  whether  it  is 
not  premature,  at  present,  to  press  the 
alleged  claims  of  anyone  section  of  these 
oreiOtors,  in  view  of  our  friendly  rela- 
tions with  the  Chilian  Government  f 

The  UNDER  8E0RETABT  op 
STATE  (Mr.  Bodrke)  :  I  cannot  reply 
at  such  short  notice  to  the  various 
points  raised  by  the  hon.  Member,  some 
of  which  involve  questions  of  law  and 
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matters  of  opinion.  But  it  maj  anffioe 
to  state  that  Her  Uajeety's  OoTemment 
have  united  witb  the  other  OoTeraments 
interested  In  a  representation  to  the 
Chilian  Government,  urging  them  to 
cany  out  their  promise  to  enter  into  an 
equitable  understanding  vith  tlie  cre- 
ditors of  Peru,  who  may  have  rights 
irhich  merit  consideration,  and  which 
have  originated  in  acts  and  contracts 
legally  established. 

Mk.  LABOUCHERE:  I  wish  to 
Icnoff  whether,  in  Tiew  of  the  trouble 
we  have  got  into  by  meddling  with  the 
bondholders  of  Egypt,  we  are  going, 
directly  or  indirectly,  to  meddle  with  the 
bondholders  of  Peru?  I  hope  we  shall 
have  a  clear  answer  to  that  Question. 

Tot  OTtDER  SBCEETARY  or 
^ATE :  The  answer  to  the  Question 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  St.  Andrews 
has  reference  to  what  bas  been  done,  not 
to  what  we  are  going  to  do ;  but  if  the 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton  wishes 
to  know  anything  on  the  subject,  I  shall 
be  happy  to  give  an  answer  if  a  Ques- 
tion is  put  on  the  Paper. 

Mb.  WILLIAMSON :  My  Question 
was  with  reference  to  what  you  are 
going  to  do. 

The  under  8E0EETART  of 
STATE :  No,  Sir. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON :  I  shaU  repeat 
.   the  Question  on  Friday. 

EXPLOSIVES  ACT-APPOINTMENT  OF 
MR.  JAMES  MAKTIN.  INSPECTOR  FOB 
BHAWNET  AND  ATHLONE. 
Ma.  JUSTIN  HUNTLT  M'CARTHY 
aaked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Depattmeut,  Whether  it  is  a 
fact  that  Mr.  James  Martin,  clerk  of 
Petty  Sessions  for  Brawneyand  Athlone, 
was  appointed  inspector  under  the  Ex- 
plosives Act  at  a  salary  of  £25  per  year ; 
whether  the  appointment  was  made  in 
the  usual  manner,  by  ^ubHo  notice  ; 
whether  the  duties  were  confined  to  the 
inspection  of  three  or  four  bouses  of  the 
urban  portion  of  the  district  in  which 
some  gunpowder  was  sold  ;  whether  the 
Town  Oommissioners  of  Athlone  were 
appointed  the  local  authority  under  the 
fia\,  for  the  urban  district  in  1884 ;  whe- 
ther, there  being  no  duties  to  perform 
in  the  rural  district,  the  Home  Secretary 
would  direct  the  attention  of  the  Jus- 
tices to  the  impropriety  of  retaining  the 
services  of  Mr.  Martin,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, at  the  Board  of  Qaardians' 
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expense,  espeoially  when  the  services  of 
the  Oonstabulary  are  available  free  of 
expense  ;  and,  whether  he  would  obtain, 
for  the  Quardians' information,  a  Eetum 
showing  the  names  of  the  persons 
licensed  ;  the  fees  paid ;  the  detailed 
expenses  incurred  for  printing,  books, 
and  postage;  and  the  orders  of  the  Jus- 
tices directinf?  the  manner  in  which  the 
fees  were  to  be  applied  ? 

Tbe  secretary  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AssHEToM  Caosa)  said,  in  reply,  that 
the  gentleman  referred  to  had  been 
appointed  for  some  years,  and  they  had 
no  information  at  the  Home  Office  as  to 
the  salary  paid,  that  being  a  matter 
entirely  relegated  to  the  Local  Authority. 
They  were  not  aware  whether  pubUo 
notice  was  given  of  the  appointment  in 
this  particular  case  ;  there  was  hardly 
anything  for  the  officer  to  do.  There 
were  only  five  cases  registered  in  the 
distriot,  and  there  were  none  outside. 
So  far  OS  the  police  were  concerned,  a 
Circular  was  issued  by  the  Home  OfEioe 
in  October,  1884,  to  which  the  Irish  Go- 
vernment assented,  stating  that  they 
might  be  nominated  as  explosive  officers; 
but  the  Town  Commissioners  had  not 
taken  advantage  of  it. 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  (ANIMALS) 
ACTS  —  PLEURO.PNEDMONIA  IN 
IRELAND. 
Mr.  ALBERT  GREY  asked  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster, 
Whether  there  has  been  for  some  time 
past  widespread  prevalence  of  pleuro- 
pneumonia in  Ireland,  and  whether  every 
recent  outbreak  of  pi  euro -pneumonia  in 
England  is  directly  traceable  to  the  im- 
portation of  Irish  store  cattle  ;  whether 
the  present  practice  of  giving  less  than 
the  full  value  as  compensation  for  the 
slaughter  of  the  diseased  animal  encou- 
rages tbe  farmer  to  conceal  the  fact  of 
disease,  and  to  eell  tbe  diseased  animal ; 
whether  an  ^idemic  of  pleuro-pneu- 
monia  in  tbe  State  of  Illinois  last  year 
was  promptly  and  effectually  suppressed 
by  the  system  of  purchase  at  full  price 
and  slaughter ;  whether  British  graziers 
are  allowed  to  import  Irish  lean  stock 
notwithstanding  the  widespread  preva- 
lence of  pleuro- pneumonia  in  Ireland, 
but  are  not  allowed  to  import  lean  stock 
from  Western  America,  notwithstanding 
the  immunity  from  every  form  of  cattle 
disease  in  that  country ;  and,  whether 
the  Privy  Council  will  make  use. of  tbe 
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powers  conferred  upon  them  by  the 
third  section  oEthe  Contagious  Diseases 
(Animals)  Act,  18B4,  to  permit  the  im- 
portation Id  to  this  country  of  store 
cattle  from  such  specified  parts  of  the 
United  States  as  may  be  preyed  h 
free  and  exempt  from  all  disease  ? 

Colonel  NOLAN  said,  that  before 
the  Question  vaa  put,  he  wished  also 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  .Whether  it 
was  not  the  fact  that  cattle  in  Ireland, 
vith  the  single  exception  of  the  county  of 
Dublin,  bad  been  singularly  free  from 
disease  for  a  considerable  period  ? 

The  CHANCELLOE  of  the  DUCHY 
(Mr.  Chaplik)  :  In  reply  to  the  two  first 

5 arts  of  the  Question  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
er  (Mr.  Albert  (itrey),  it  is  not  the  case 
— and  this  perhaps  will  be  an  answer 
also  to  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
Galway  County  (Colonel  Nolan) — it  is 
not  the  case  that  there  is  a  widespread 

Erevalence  of  pleura-pneumonia  in  Ire- 
tnd.  The  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Albert 
Orey)  is  also  mistaken  in  supposing  that 
every  recent  outbreak  of  the  disease  in 
England  is  directly  traceable  to  the  im- 
portation of  store  cattle  into  England 
from  Ireland.  According  to  the  latest 
official  Botums,  it  will  be  found  that  the 
disease  is  confined  to  the  Province  of 
Leinster,  and  principally  to  Dublin  and 
the  neighbourhood ;  and  I  find  from 
last  week's  Eetum  that  there  were  not 
more  than  five  fresh  cases  of  outbreak 
and  no  more  than  H  animals  attacked  in 
the  vrhole  country.  In  reply  to  the  thi»l 
paragraph  of  the  Question,  it  must  be 
to  some  extent  a  matter  of  opinion  whe- 
ther the  present  scale  of  oompensation 
encourages  farmers  to  oonoeu  the  fact 
of  the  existence  of  disease.  We  have 
no  evidence  of  the  fact  to  lead  us  to  be- 
lieve that  it  does ;  but,  in  any  case,  the 
scale  is  prescribed  by  law,  and  the  Frivy 
Council  have  no  power  to  increase  it. 
Fourthly,  I  have  to  say  that,  according 
to  the  latest  Beturns  we  have  received, 
the  disease  still  existed  in  Illinois  and 
other  Western  States  in  the  spring  of 
the  present  year,  and  I  am  very  scep- 
tical, therefore,  as  to  the  epidemic  of 
which  the  hon.  Member  speaks  having 
been  effeotually  suppressed  during  last 
year.  Under  theee  ciraumstanoes,  we  are 
not  prepared  to  admit  cattle  from  those 
States,  except  subject  to  slaughter  and 
quarantine. 

Me.  DUOKHAM  asked,  Whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  could  inform  the 
Mr.  Alhrt  Grey 


Bouse  whether  it  was  not  a  fact  that  the 
Canadian  Government  deemed  it  requi- 
site to  prohibit  the  removal  of  cUtle 
through  Canada  from  the  Weeteni 
States  of  America  in  consequence  of 
disease  existing  in  those  States  ? 

Thb  OHANCELLOK  OETHE  DUCHT, 
in  reply,  said,  there  was  no  donbt  that 
that  was  the  fact. 

DOMINION  OP  CANADA-THE  MILI- 
TARY   OPERATIONS. 

Mr.  ALBEBT  obey  asked  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  War,  Whether  the 
GFovernment  has  received  General  Mid- 
dieton'a  Despatch  describing  the  recent 
Military  operations  in  Canada;  and, 
whether  he  will  cause  such  Despatch  to 
be  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  ? 

The  SECBETABY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith)  :  Yes.  Sir.  General  Mid- 
dleton's  despatch  has  been  received  by 
Her  Majesty's  Government.  It  is,  I  be- 
lieve, the  intention  of  my  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Friend  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  to  publish  it  in 
7^e  London  Oatelte. 

LOSS  OF  LIFE  AT  SEA— THE  EOYAL 
COMMISSION— THE  EVIDENCE. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  asked  the  Fai-lU- 
mentary  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  If  he  will  lay  upon  the  Table 
Copy  of  any  Communications  which  may 
have  been  received  at  the  Board  of 
Trade,  from  Shipping  or  other  Asso- 
ciations, protesting  against  the  proposed 
issue  of  evidence  given  on  behalf  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  before  the  Boyal  Com- 
mission on  Loss  of  Life  at  Sea,  until  the 
evidence  on  the  other  side  of  the  ques- 
tion be  also  fully  taken  ? 

The  SECBETABY  to  thk  BOARD 
(Baron  Henrt  De  Wobms)  :  In  answer 
to  the  Question  of  the  hon.  Member,  I 
have  to  say  that  communications  have 
been  received  from  the  General  Ship- 
owners' Society  and  the  Hall  Incorpo- 
rated Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Ship- 
ping, protesting 

"Against  the  publication  of  the  bJ  iHltrim 
Beportof  Evidence  taken  beforvtha  Royal  Com- 
miuion  on  Shippiog  oo  the  ^ronnd  of  iti  ti 
parU  character  —  the  Board  of  Trad*  caM 
having  been  preaantod,  and  bat  a  atnall  portion 
of  the   shipownera'  reply  having  been  aa  yat 

The  Central  Executive  of  Shipowners  of 
the  United  Kingdom  have  forwarded  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  copies  of  two  letters 
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which  thev  have  addreued  to  the  Chair- 
maa  of  the  Royal  OommisBion  on  the 
subject.  Without  expteesiog  an  opinion 
as  to  the  expediency  of  such  partial  pub- 
lication, I  would  point  out  to  the  aon. 
Uember  that  the  matter  reste  entirely 
with  the  Commission,  and  that  the 
Board  of  Trade  have  no  power  whatever 
to  prevent  or  poetpone  the  publication 
of  the  Report,  or  of  any  portion  of  it.  I 
have  no  objeotioa  to  lay  on  the  Table 
copies  of  the  two  letters  referred  to  in 
the  first  part  of  my  answer. 

POOR  LAW  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES)- 
HTINGERFORD    BOARD    OF   GUAR- 
DIANS-APPOINTMENT OF  MASTER 
AND    MATEON  FOR  THE   WORK- 
HOUSE. 
Uk.  BROADHUBST  aeked  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
Whether  he  has  seen,   in   Tha    MarU 
horottgk  Timet  of  23th  July,  an  advertise- 
ment of  the  Hungerford  Union  Board 
of  Quardians  for  a  master  and  matron 
for  the  workhouse,  which  advertisement 
states  that  they  must   be   members  of 
the  Church  of  England ;  and,  irhether 
the  Quardians  are  legally  entitled  to 
impose  such  an  ecclesiastical  test  as  a 
qualification  for  these  offices;  and,  if 
not,  what  steps  will  be  taken  to  secure 
the  withdrawal  of  the  advertisement? 

The  president  of  the  BOAED 
(Ur.  A.  J.  Balfoub)  :  There  has  been 
no  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardiane 
since  Notice  of  the  Question  was  given  ; 
but  I  am  informed  by  the  Olerk  of  the 
Union  that  he  prepared  the  advertise- 
ment in  the  same  form  as  one  which 
was  issued  some  years  sinoe,  and  that 
the  Quardians  had  made  no  specific 
order  as  to  candidates  being  members  of 
the  Church  of  England.  If,  however, 
the  Quardians  had  given  directions  in 
this  matter,  the  Local  Oovemment  Board 
would  have  no  authority  to  interfere,  as 
the  Quardians  could,  if  they  thought 
fit,  determine  to  elect  candidates  who 
are  members  of  the  Church  of  England. 
On  the  occasion  of  the  last  visit  of  our 
Inspector,  there  were  133  inmates  of 
the  workhouse,  of  whom  two  only  were 
returned  as  Dissenters. 

RETURNS  OP  GROUND  RENT- 
HOLDERS  AND   OWNERS  OF   MINING 
ROYALTIES. 
Me.BKOADHURST  asked  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  1-lzchequcT,  Whether  his 


attention  has  been  directed  to  the  two 
Returns,  given  Notice  of  for  Thursday 
next,  relating  to  Oround  Bents  and 
Royalties  on  Ifines;  and,  whether  he 
will,  on  behalf  of  the  Qovernment, 
undertake  that  these  Returns  shall  be 
furnished  to  the  extent  which  it  may  be 
found  possible  to  give  them  by  the  re- 
spective departments  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHEi- 
QUER,  in  reply,  said,  that  he  had  made 
inquiries  of  the  Departments  concerned ; 
but  he  found  that  it  was  quite  impossi- 
ble for  them  to  furnish  the-  information 
desired  by  the  hon.  Hember,  even  if  the 
House  saw  fit  to  order  the  Returns  which 
he  propossd  to  move  for.  The  Return  of 
1874  was  based  on  the  valuation  list  and 
the  rate  books,  and  on  information  sup- 
plied by  the  Clerks  of  Boards  of  Qnar- 
dians  and  other  local  officers;  but  he 
was  informed  that  the  valuation  list  did 
not  usually  give  the  amount  of  ground 
rents,  nor  were  the  royalties  on  mining 
property  ever  stated. 

HIGH  COURT  OF  JUSTICE-REPORT  OP 
COMMITTEE  OP  ISaUIEY. 

Mb.  INCE  asked  Mr.  Attorney  Qene- 
ral,  Whether  the  Committee  of  Inquiry 
into  the  practice  and  procedure  of  the 
High  Court  of  Justice,  presided  over  by 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  hod  made  their 
Report;  if  not,  whether  he  can  state 
when  such  Report  is  expected  to  be 
made ;  and,  whether  a  Copy  will  be 
placed  upon  the  Table? 

The  attorney  QENERAL  (Sir 
EicHABD  Websteb),  in  reply,  said,  that 
the  Report  in  question  had  not  yet  been 
received,  and  until  it  had  been  presented 
it  was  impossible  to  say  whether  it  would 
be  laid  on  the  Table  or  not. 

PARLIAMENT-BUSINESS  OF  THE 
HOUSE. 

The  Marquess  of  HARTINQTON 
asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, What  Business  the  Government 
proposed  to  take  on  Wednesday  and 
Thursday  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  op  the  EXCHE- 
QUER, in  reply,  said,  that  the  first 
Order  for  to-morrow  was  the  third  read- 
ing of  the  Appropriation  Bill,  and  he 
hoped  after  that  they  would  be  able  to 
proceed  with  the  Report  on  the  Criminal 
Law  Amendment  Bill.  On  Thursday 
the  Indian  Budget  would  be  taken.   , 
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Thb  Masquess  of  HAHTINGTON 
asked  whether  any  Businesa  was  fixed 
to  come  on  after  the  Indian  BudRet  ? 

The  0HANCELTX>R  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER said,  that  that  muet  depend  upon 
the  progress  they  made  that  night  and 
to-morrov.  He  coold  hardly  answer 
the  Question  then. 

Mr.  a.  E.  D.  ELLIOTT  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, whether  it  was  intended  to  go  on 
with  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  Bill 
that  night ;  and,  if  so,  after  what  hour 
it  wonld  not  be  taken  ? 

The  SECRETABT  of  STATE  (Si_ 
B.  AssEtFTON  Crobb)  :  It  is  intended  to 
take  the  Bill  to-night ;  but  it  is  impossible 
to  name  an  honr. 


of  the  Souse. 
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Mb.  sexton  asked  Mr.  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland,  What  course  theOo- 
vemment  mean  to  take  on  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  Lords  inthe?oorLawQuar- 
dians  (Ireland)  Bill,  maintaining  the  vote 
by  proxy  at  Poor  Law  Elections  in  Ire- 
land, and  on  the  Amendment  maintaining 
the  strength  of  ex-officio  members  on 
each  Board  of  Guardians  at  one-half 
the  total  number  of  the  Board  instead 
of  one-third,  Uie  proportion  adopted  by 
this  House  ? 

The  ATTOENEY  GENERAL  for 
IBELAND  (Mr.  HouiBs) :  I  am  afraid 
I  am  not  in  a  position  to  give  a  very 
definite  answer  to  the  hon.  Member, 
^e  Amendments  are  very  important, 
and  wonld  gire  rise  to  considerable  dis- 
cussion. On  Thursday  I  will  give  a 
more  definite  answer. 

Mb.  SEXTON :  I  beg  to  give  Notice 
that,  in  the  event  of  tJae  Government 
maintaining  the  Amendments  of  the 
Lords,  which  render  the  Bill  worse 
than  useless,  I  will  move,  on  going  into 
Committee,  that  the  Order  be  dis- 
charged. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 
BILL. 

Ma.  GRAY  asked,  When  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  for  the  Housing  of 
the  Working  Classes  would  he  taken  P 

The  CHANCELLOE  of  the  EXOHE- 
QUEE,  in  reply,  said,  it  was  hardly 
likely  that  they  would  be  able  to  take 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  before 
IVid*^. 


Mr.  BROADHITRST  asked  that  the 
modifications  proposed  to  Clause  l>t 
should  be  made  known  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, observing  that  it  was  almost  the 
only  clause  proposing  new  and  valuable 
legislation,  and  he  hoped  it  would  not 
be  cut  out. 

The  8EURBTAEY  of  STATE  for 
TnE  HOME  DEPAETMENT  {Sir  E. 
Abbhexdn  Cross)  said,  he  would  make 
known  the  Amendments  as  soon  as  the 
Forma  of  the  House  wonld  permit. 

EGYPT    (THE    SOUDAN)  —  HEPOHTED 

DEATH  OF  OSMAN  DIGNA. 

In  answer  to  Sir  Walter  B.  Bart- 

TELOT, 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Sunn)  said,  that  a  telegram  had 
been  received  to  the  efiect  that  Osman 
Bigna  was  believed  to  have  been  killed, 
but  a  subsequent  telegram  stated  that 
the  report  of  his  death  was  untrue. 

EGYPT— THE  MILITARY  EXPEDITION 
TO  THB  SOUDAN— LORD  WOI^ELEY'S 
EEPOKT. 
Mb.  M'COAN  asked  the  Seoretaiy 
of  State  for  War,  Whether  Lord  WoIbb- 
ley  has  made  any  Eaport  on  the  late 
Expedition  to  the  Soudan ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  it  will  be  laid  before  Parliament 
before  the  end  of  this  Session  ? 

The  SECEBTAEY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Swth)  :  Lord  Wolsele;  has  re- 
ported on  hie  operations  from  time  to 
time,  and  his  Reports  have  been  laid 
'  '  re  Parliament.  There  are  a  few 
Papers  subaequent  in  date  to  those  in 
the  collection,  called  Egypt  No.  13, 
which  I  will  take  steps  to  have  pre- 
sented. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (METROPOLIS) -CON- 

TAMmATlON  OF  THE  RIVER  LEA. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Johit  Holus, 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT  BOAED  (Mr.  A.  J. 

Baijoub)  said,  that  the  Local  Authority 

of  Tottenham  had  decided  to  construct 

'age  works,  with  the  view  of  remov- 

_  the  sewage  of  the  district  from  the 

Eiver  Lea ;  and  the  Local  Government 

Board  had  sanctioned  the  requisite  loan. 

PARLIAMENT— BUSINESS  OF  THE 

HOUSE. 
Mb.  west  said,  in  view  of  the  Busi- 
ness of  the  Session,  it  would  be  conve* 
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nient  to  kuoir  which  of  the  remaining^ 
OoTernmcnt  Orders  they  intended  to 
proceed  with? 

The  CHANCELLOR  OFTHE  EXCHE- 
QUER :  We  hope  the  House  will  pro- 
ceed with  all  of  them. 

ORDERS  OF  TEE  DA  Y. 


L.\ND  PDRCBA6E  (IRELAND)  BILL. 

[LorA.)— [Bill  246.] 

{rSe  Chi,/ Sicritwg far  Inland.) 

SECOND  BBADIKO, 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  foe  IRE- 
LAND (Sir  William  Habt  Dyke):  In 
rising  to  move  that  this  Bill  be  now 
read  a  second  time,  I  will  be  as  brief  as 
dranmetances  will  permit.  I  am  per- 
fectljr  aware  that  I  am  dealing  witli 
no  new  subject;  and,  while  I  explain 
some  of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  I 
must  claim  some  indulgence  when  I  ea; 
that,  to  me,  this  is  a  perfectly  new  sub- 
ject, and  that  I  am  addressing  large 
numbers  on  both  sides  of  tho  House  who 
are,  so  to  speak,  experts  on  the  question 
of  land  in  Ireland.  At  this  period  of 
the  Session  I  am  quite  certain  of  this — 
that  I  should  not  only  be  doing  an  in- 
jury to  the  prospects  of  this  meaauro  by 
making  a  long  statement,  but  that  I 
should  weary  the  House  by  reoapitu- 
lating  the  difTerent  stages  of  legislation 
with  regard  to  land  in  Ireland.  Still 
more  do  I  think  that  I  ought  to  avoid 
as  much  as  possible  oontroversial  topics ; 
and  although  many  sitting  around  me 
may  from  time  to  time  have  found 
serious  objections  with  the  land  legisla- 
tion of  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  oppo- 
site (Ur.  Qladetone),  yet  I  think  this  is 
no  occasion  for  ue  to  raise  fresh  con- 
trorersies,  or  to  try  to  prove  that  the  pro- 
phecies we  made  in  bygone  days  have 
been  fulfilled.  The  House  will  ask  us 
to  be,  at  all  events,  practical,  with  the 
knowledge  that  it  is  impossible,  even  if 
we  should  wish  it,  to  put  the  legislative 
clock  back  again.    We  consider  it  it 


deavour  to  find  a  remedy  for  a  condition 
of  things  which  we  think  more  or  less 
disastrous  to  tho  best  interests  of  that 
countrj-.  Whether  this  Bill  be  a  good 
or  a  bad  one,  whether  it  passes  or  not, 
I  do  not  think  that  we  ourselves  or  the 
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House  will  rfgret  spending  some  hours 
in  endeavouring  to  promote  a  better 
state  of  things  in  Ireland,  and  create 
a  stir  in  the  land  market  of  that  coun- 
try, which  is  now  in  a  state  of  abso- 
lute stagnation,  and  the  infusion  of 
energy,  enterprizo,  and  the  outlay  of 
capital  into  its  chief  industries.  It  must 
be  admitted  that  this  particular  branch 
of  land  legislation  in  Ireland  has  been 
taken  up  in  bygone  years  by  prominent 
Members  on  both  sides  of  both  Houses 
of  Parliament,  and,  therefore,  the  utmost 
ingenuity  wonid  not  suffice  to  bring  it 
within  the  range  of  Party  politics.  It 
may  be  said  that  this  is  not  a  perfect 
Bill,  and  that  some  of  its  details  are 
capable  of  amendment ;  but  what  I 
would  urge  on  the  House  is  this— that 
if  in  its  main  provisions  it  proceeds  on 
the  linos  of  previous  proposals  put  for- 
ward from  both  sides  of  the  House,  and 
if  its  guarantees  as  regards  State  money 
are  adequate.  Her  Majesty's  Qovem- 
ment  may  fairly  claim,  not  only  that  it 
should  receive  due  attention,  but  also 
favourable  consideration  for  its  adop- 
tion by  a  majority  of  the  House.  There 
are  very  strong  reasons  indeed  why,  even 
at  this  late  period  of  the  Session,  this 
question  should  be  dealt  with.  As  re- 
gards this  matter  of  the  purchase  of  land 
in  Ireland,  it  is  true  that  for  years  there 
hasheen  an  agitation  existing;  but  I  think 
thatParliament  itself  has  been  very  much 
to  blame  as  an  agitator.  I  will  explain 
my  meaning  in  this  way.  It  is  now  15 
years  since  proposals  of  this  nature  were 
made  in  a  practical  shape  in  the  Bright 
Clauses  of  the  Land  Act  of  1870.  Since 
then  the  Sth  part  of  the  Act  of  1881  has 
further  attempted  to  deal  with  this  ques- 
tion of  land  purchase;  and,  subsequently, 
in  1BS3,  a  Resolution  was  brought  for- 
ward by  the  noble  Lord  the  present  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Lord  George 
Hamilton),  which  met  with  the  almost 
unanimous  acceptance  of  both  sides  of 
the  House.  Since  then  the  right  hon. 
0-entleman  the  Member  for  the  Border 
Burghs  (Mr.  Trevelyan),  in  a  speech  of 
remarkable  ability,  also  brought  for- 
ward a  measure  attempting  to  dealn-ith 
this  vexed  question ;  and  we  have  some- 
thing more  than  an  intimation  that,  if 
the  late  Oovemmeot  had  remained  in 
Office,  further  proposals  would  have 
been  made.  It  maybe  assumed,  there- 
fore, that  for  the  last  15  vears  abortive 
proposals  have  been  continually  made 
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on  this  subject,  and  it  is  impossible  for 
any  intereat,  and  ©apocially  for  auch  an 
interest  as  that  of  land,  which  ia  eaeilj 
vpaet  by  faleo  hopea  and  constant  abla- 
tion, to  thrive  under  auch  condiiiona, 
ftnd  not  to  be  affected  thereby.  In  hav- 
in^  brought  forward  theae  abortive  pro- 
posala,  Parliament  is  in  some  respects  a 
ainner ;  and  I  venture  to  urge  upon  the 
House  that  the  time  has  arrived  for 
something  like  decisive  action  to  be 
taken — that  the  time  liaa  arrived  to 
make  a  final  effort  in  the  right  direction, 
and  to  promote,  as  I  before  observed, 
something  like  a  movement  in  the  land 
market  in  Ireland.  In  dealing  with  a 
meaanre  of  this  kind,  the  main  thoaght 
that  will  ariae  in  the  mind  of  any  man 
aoxious  forthe  future  of  land  in  thiscoun- 
try  will  be,  in  the  first  place,  how  far  it 
is  good  for  any  community  that  a  Bill  of 
this  sort  should  be  univeraally  adopted 
—I  mean,  that  supposing  such  a  scheme 
as  we  proposed  should  meet  with  uni- 
versal adoption,  how  far  it  would  meet 
'with  the  adoption  of  the  tenant  farmers 
themselves.  I  have  always  held  with 
regard  to  the  ciuestion  of  tenant  propri- 
etors in  England  and  Ireland,  that  there 
is  some  land  far  more  suitable  for  the 
lurpose  than  that  in  other  localities. 
have  always  held  that  you  cannot 
deal  the  same  with  unfertile  land  aa 
with  fertile  land.  From  my  own  slight 
experience  as  a  farmer,  I  can  say  that 
there  is  a  vast  amount  of  land  in 
some  diatricta  in  Ireland,  auch  aa  parts 
of  Qalwaj  and  Ifayo,  where  with  a 
certain  acreage  and  a  certain  amount  of 
Btock,  a  balance  may  ho  made  in  favour 
of  the  cultivator,  yet,  if  amall  holdings 
Tvere  created  in  those  very  districts,  it 
might  produce  something  like  disaster 
to  the  proprietors.  These  are  mere 
matters  of  surmise;  but  I  would  ask 
the  House  to  believe  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  have  brought  for- 
ward this  Bill,  at  this  period  of  the 
Session,  by  reason  of  tlie  fact  that,  at 
the  present  moment,  laud  is  practically 
an  unaaleable  commodity  in  Ireland,  if, 
therefore,  a  change  for  the  better  can 
be  brought  about,  the  Qovernment  will 
oonaider  that  the  object  of  their  Bill  haa 
been  amply  obtained.  I  will  not  detain 
the  House  long  by  the  very  slight  sketch 
which  I  propose  to  give  of  the  eoheme 
of  the  Bill.  The  first  and  moat  promi- 
nent feature  of  the  preaent  measure 
vhich  strikes  the  onfinary  reader  is, 
Sir  JTiltiam  Hart  Dyh 
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that  it  is  entirfly  permissive  in  its  cha- 
racter. Transactions  in  land  under  the 
Bill,  not  aa  regards  price,  but  sale,  also, 
are  entirely  voluntary  on  the  part  of  th« 
owner.  In  the  next  place,  we  propose 
to  amend  certain  proposals  coatained  in 
the  Sth  part  of  the  Act  of  1881,  and  also 
to  further  amend  that  Act  by  extending 
some  of  its  provisions.  The  clauses 
of  tho  Act  of  1881,  with  regard  to  the 
purchase  of  holdings,  were,  no  doubt, 
accepted  at  the  time  as  likely  to  be  suc- 
cessful ;  but  we  all  know  that,  when  put 
to  the  test  of  oxporienco,  they  practically 
failed  —  indeed,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  the  Border  Burghs 
stated,  in  moving  a  similar  Bill  on  this 
subject  last  year,  as  regarded  the  Act  of 
1881  and  particular  clauses  of  the  Act 
of  1870,  that  if  their  combined  action 
had  resulted  in  enabling  one  tenant  in 
400  to  purchase,  that  would  be  the 
maximum.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
at  that  time,  by  his  Bill,  enlarged  the 
scheme  of  the  Act  of  1881  by  providing 
that  there  ahould  be  two  advances,  one 
of  a  guaranteed  and  the  other  of  an  un- 
guaranteed character.  He  proposed  that 
the  unguaranteed  sum  should  be  at  the 
rate  of  £4  10«.,  and  should  not  exceed 
three-fourths  of  the  purchase  money.  The 

fnarantee  was  to  be  of  a  local  nature.  I 
ave  heard  that  that  is  a  proposal  which, 
if  it  ever  had  been  submitted,  would  not 
have  met  with  the  acceptance  of  Parlia- 
ment. That  scheme,  however,  is  not 
the  one  before  the  House.  The  chief 
changes  that  we  propose  are  that  all 
future  loans  are  to  be  granted  for  49 
years,  at  a  charge  of  £4  per  annum  for 
every  £100;  and  that  where  the  loans 
are  guaranteed,  the  advance  ia  to  be  for 
tho  whole  of  the  purchase  money.  There 
is  a  further  prominent  feature  in  the 
Bill,  which  is  that  power  shall  be 
granted  to  the  Land  Commission  to 
convey  an  indefeasible  title  to  the  Dew 
owner  b}'  a  veating  order.  Then  there 
are  other  changes  to  this  effect,  that  the 
Land  Commission  shall  only  lend  the 
whole  of  the  purchase  money  where 
the  landlord  or  some  other  person 
shall  deposit  one-fifth  as  a  gnarantee. 
I  am  aware  that  this  question  of  guaran- 
tee is  one  which  may  lead  to  controversy. 
It  is  true  that  the  offer  ia  a  very  large 
and  considerable  one,  and  that  the  sys- 
tem of  granting  the  whole  of  the  pur- 
chase money  is  one  that  ia,  I  believe, 
comparatively  now,  being  introduoed  for 
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the  first  time  T>y  the  right  hoD.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  the  Border  Burghs, 
in  the  propoeale  which  were  made  bj 
the  I&te  Qovemment  for  legislation  of 
this  nature.  But  if  legislatioa  of  thie 
character  is  sound  in  itself,  and  if  the 
principle  has  been  adopted  again  and 
again  by  Parliament,  then  Her  Majesty's 
Qovemment  are  justified  in  proceeding 
further  on  the  same  lines  and  in  advanc- 
ing the  whole  money  on  the  ground 
already  mentioned.  It  has  been  urged, 
in  some  quarters,  that  this  is  too  large 
an  oSer  to  make,  and  that  you  are 
placing  other  tenants  In  a  disadvan- 
tageous position,  perhaps,  in  malting 
such  a  large  and  wide  proposal ;  and  it 
has  also  been  urged  that  we  are  offering 
too  much  in  the  shape  of  a  bribe— that 
Uie  result  will  be  a  rush  into  the  land 
market  of  tenants,  land-jobbers,  and 
Others,  and  that  the  soope  of  the  Bill 
will  be  extraordinarily  extended.  For 
myself,  I  am  not  afraid  of  any  such  ex- 
traordinary meh  into  the  land  market — 
neither  can  Her  Majesty's  Qovemment 
be  fairly  accused  in  these  proposals 
of  gambling  with  the  present  situation. 
The  present  stagnation  in  that  direc- 
tion is  simply  lamentable ;  and  if  the 
Government  can  produce  anything  like 
a  movement  as  regards  purchase,  then 
the  Bill  will  have  justified  itself.  Well, 
now  I  have  further  to  add,  with  reference 
to  this  advance  by  the  Land  Commission, 
that  3  per  cent  is  to  be  charged  on  the 
deposit  of  one-fifth,  and  that,  of  course, 
in  ease  of  failure,  the  Land  Commission 
are  to  make  use  of  that  deposit  in  order 
to  provide  against  loss,  and  they  are 
also  to  be  guaranteed  a  power  of  sale, 
which  shall  only  be  exercised  as  a  very 
last  resource.  Then  another  proposal  is 
—and  it  is  a  large  proposal  in  the  Bill — 
to  place  a  charge  on  the  Irish  Church 
Surplus  as  a  guarantee  to  our  scheme. 
That  may.  also  be  subjected  to  ad- 
verse criticism.  First,  considering  that 
this  measure  is  a  very  large  advance 
on  any  previous  measure  of  the  same 
kind,  and  that  it  is  more  distinctly  for 
the  benefit  of  Ireland,  I  do  not  see  why 
a  fund  exclusively  Irish  in  its  character 
should  not  be  set  apart  in  this  way, 
and  utilized  in  its  support.  But  it  must 
be  understood  that  it  must  be  regarded 
as  to  he  only  made  use  of  as  the  very 
last  resource,  and  so  that  any  loss  that 
may  bo  sustained,  will  have  to  be  made 
goud.     There  ore  other  moans,  too,  to 
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be  realized ;  for  it  will  be  the  duty  of 
the  Court  to  make  good  any  loss  by  the 
deposit,  and  to  sell  up  the  tenant,  and 
realize,  before  they  fall  back  upon  the 
fund  to  which  I  have  alluded.  Then 
there  is  another  change,  which  I  have 
already  mentioned,  and  that  is  the  vest- 
ing order  guaranteed  by  the  Land  Com- 
mission, and  which  was  also  in  the 
scheme  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  th )  Border  Burghs.  We 
propose  to  extend  that,  not  only  to  the 
holding,  but  to  the  interest  in  the  hold- 
ing also.  That  is  done  with  this  view — 
that  the  land  should  be  conveyed  by  the 
cheapest  possible  process.  We  assume 
that  any  tribunal  appointed  under  an 
Act  like  this  would  take  every  possible 
means  in  their  power  to  ascertain  the 
title  of  any  land  they  propose  to  convey, 
so  that  it  should  be  conveyed,  as  far  as 
they  were  concerned,  secure  from  any 
future  civil  or  legal  process.  I  should 
like  to  say  one  word  as  to  the  machinery 
by  which  this  Bill  is  to  be  carried  out. 
It  is  proposed,  as  hon.  Members  are 
aware,  to  add  two  fresh  Commissioners 
to  the  Land  Commission  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  out  the  Act. 

Mr.  sexton  :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  name  them  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECEETAET :  I  have 
always  noticed  in  a  Bill  of  this  kind, 
when  it  is  introduced,  that  where  a 
Commissioner  is  to  be  appointed,  the 
name  of  the  gentleman  to  be  appointed 
creates  more  excitement  and  interest 
and  discussion  than  the  whole  of  the 
other  provisions  of  the  Bill  put  together. 
I  cannot,  therefore,  I  suppose,  expect 
to  experience  any  immunity  as  regards 
that  matter.  Of  course,  the  Government 
are  anxious  to  meet  the  general  wishes  - 
of  the  House  in  this  respect;  audi  think, 
at  all  events,  the  House  will  naturally 
expect  their  names  to  be  given  before 
we  go  into  Committee  on  the  Bill.  I 
have  not  had  sufficient  experience  of 
these  vexed  questions  as  to  the  working 
of  that  Court  to  be  able  to  form  a  judg- 
ment on  the  course  we  propose.  It  is 
enough  for  me  to  mention  that  the  ques- 
tion hasbeen  most  carefully  considered  by 
tlio  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland  end  other 
Members  of  the  Government,  who  have 
given  a  vast  amount  of  attention  to  the 
question  for  many  years ;  and  I  need 
not  tell  hon.  Members  that,  if  these 
proposals  are  to  be  carried  out  succcss- 
I  fully,  there  will  bs  an  onoroious  onus 
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throiTii  on  the  tribunal,  anti  the  Govern- 
ment, therefore,  are  very  auxiouB  that 
the  Court  shall  be  aa  strong  as  possible. 
The  proposal  in  the  Bill  is  to  give  the 
Land  CommiBsion  power  to  appoint  a 
solicitor,  who  would  deal  with  the  vexed 
question  of  title.  Other  powers  will 
also  be  given,  the  aim  of  which  is  to 
strengthen  the  tribunal  under  the  Bill, 
to  which  I  need  not  now  further  allude. 
I  shall  not  detain  the  House  more  than 
a  few  minutes  longer.  The  House  is 
quite  aware  that  this  Bill,  which  is 
bristling  with  legal  technicalities,  is  not 
an  easy  question  for  a  layman  to  handle. 
I  will,  however,  give  the  House  its  main 
features  before  I  sit  down.  One  main 
feature  is,  that  in  the  case  of  any  sale, 
it  being  a  voluntary  act  between  land- 
lord anu  tenant,  one-fifth  of  the  purchase 
money  is  to  be  devoted  to  the  guarantee 
fund.  The  nest  important  change  is 
the  advance  for  a  term  of  49  years  of 
the  purchase  money  at  a  charge  of  £4 
for  every  £100.  As  to  the  working  of 
the  Bill  itself,  I  will  give  one  short 
example  before  I  sit  down.  In  the  case 
of  a  tenant  who  is  paying  £10  rent,  if 
he  buys  his  laud  at  ^0  years'  purchase, 
say,  £200,  under  the  Bill,  the  charge  of 
the  Land  Commission  to  the  purchaser 
will  be  £8  per  annum,  and  the  prnpor- 
tioQ  of  the  tenaut's  rate  will  be  some- 
thing like  12s.  ft-year.  The  purchaser 
will,  therefore,  pay  at  the  rate  of  £8  12#. 
per  year  for  49  years,  as  against  £10 ; 
and,  at  the  end  of  49  years,  the  land 
becomes  the  absolute  property  of  the  late 
tenant.  It  may  be  aaia  that  that  is  a 
very  large  offer ;  and  it  may  also  be 
noted  that  it  creates  a  great  deal  of  dis- 
crepancy between  a  purchaser  under  this 
Bill  and  other  tenants;  but  I  believe 
these  matters  will  very  much  settle  them- 
selves, if  tho  Bill  be  adopted  by  the 
House.  But  hon.  Members  must  also 
remember  that,  if  the  Bill  has  any  suc- 
cessful result  at  all,  it  will  improve  the 
demand  for  land,  and  most  likely  prevent 
anything  like  a  considerable  diminution 
of  rent.  I  have  to  thank  the  House  for 
listening  so  patiently  to  a  somewhat 
imperfect  statement,  and  for  having 
accorded  to  it  a  consideration  which 
it  has  scarcely  deserved.  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  are  most  anxious 
that  the  Bill  should  become  law  in  as 
speedy  a  time  as  possible.  Although 
this  is  a  late  period  of  the  Session,  and 
although  only  a  very  short  space  of  time 
Sir  JTiUiam  Hnrt  Dyke 


has  etnpsed  since  they  have  accpted 
Ofhce,  yet,  looking  at  the  state  of  things 
in  Ireland,  where  the  difficult  questions 
relating  to  the  land  are  of  ue  most 
vital  importance  as  affecting  all  interests 
in  that  country,  the  Government  refuse 
to  sit  with  their  hands  folded,  and  to  do 
nothing  to  promote  a  better  and  more 
prosperous  state  of  things  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  whole  community.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  concluded  by  moving 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
tima."— {The  Chief  Saeretary  for  Irehnd.) 

Mr.  walker  said,  that,  as  far  as  ha 
personally  was  concerned,  he  desired  to 
support  the  principle  of  the  Bill.  As  he 
understood  the  Bill,  it  might  be  divided 
into  three  parts.  The  first  related  to 
the  guarantee,  which  consisted  of  the 
deposit  of  one-fifth,  and  the  advance  of 
the  whole  of  the  purchase  money ;  the 
second  related  to  the  legal  madiinery 
by  which  the  Bill  was  to  be  worked ; 
and  the  third  related  to  the  use  to  be 
made  of  the  Church  Surplus  Fund.  He 
was  in  favour  of  the  first  point ;  but  so 
far  as  regarded  the  legal  machinery 
which  the  BUI  provided,  he  was  uot  in  a 
position  to  condemn  it,  inasmuch  as  that 
legal  machinery  constituted  a  portion  of. 
and  indeed  was  a  transcript  of,  the  Bill 
of  the  late  Government,  for  which  he 
(Mr.  Walker)  was  himself,  to  a  great 
extent,  responsible.  The  deposit  of 
ono-fiflh  of  the  purchase  money  was  a 
substitute  for  the  guarantee  of  the  Local 
Authority  provided  by  (he  Bill  brought 
in  by  his  right  hon.  Friend  the  late 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Trevel- 
yan) ;  but  he  (Mr.  Walker)  must  con- 
fess, however,  that  he  preferred  the 
machinery  which  the  present  Bill  pro- 
vided. But  when  he  came  to  the  pro- 
posal relating  to  the  Church  Surplus 
Fund,  he  looked  at  that  in  an  entirely 
different  manner,  and  he  could  not  quite 
agree  with  the  proposal  embodied  in  the 
Bill.  That  fund,  as  he  understood  it, 
was  set  apart  in  order  to  be  devoted  to 
great  national  objects,  such  as  Educa- 
tion and  Imperial  purposes,  and  it  was 
in  the  hands  of  the  State  still.  He 
could  not,  therefore,  understand  why 
the  State  should  guarantee  the  State  in 
the  way  proposed,  or  why  that  fund, 
whatever  itA  amount  might  bo,  but  which 
yiaa  said  lu  amgunt  to  about  £1,000,OOU, 
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ehould  be  divfrted  to  what  appeared  to 
him  to  be  an  iilegitimttte  purpose,  from 
its  otherwiss  legitimate  one — namely, 
to  aerve  one  of  two  purposes ;  either  to 
incrsaae  the  price  of  land  unduly,  or  to 
secure  the  debt  of  the  improvideat  man 
at  the  expense  of  the  provident  one. 
The  dedication  of  that  fund  for  the 
object  mentioned  seemed  to  him  to  be 
unnecessary,  and  contrary  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Act  of  Parliament.  This 
use  of  the  Church  Surplus  was  an  un- 
necessary excrescence  on  the  Bill,  and  it 
would  be  impolitic  to  apply  it  in  the 
manner  proposed.  He  wished  now  to 
advert  to  two  or  three  matters  which 
had  struck  him  in  the  reading  of  the 
Bill.  He  did  not  think  that  the  provi- 
sions by  which  it  was  proposed  that 
£5,000,000  should  be  allocated  to  the 
purchase  of  land  so  as  to  create  a  pea- 
sant proprietary  was  at  all  sufficient. 
Unless  the  Act  was  to  be  a  tentative 
measure,  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  a 
ridiculous  sum  for  euch  a  purpose.  The 
proposal  in  the  Bill  of  the  late  Chief 
Secretary  for  that  purpose  was  to  allo- 
cate £30,000,000.  He  desired,  too,  to 
see  a  few  alterations  made  in  regard  to 
the  legal  machinery.  Power  was  given 
to  the  Land  Commissioners  to  declare 
that  a  Bale  was  made  subject  to  a  mort- 
gage or  charge.  In  his  opinion,  that 
provision  was  extremely  objectionable. 
Another  matter  worthy  of  notice,  look- 
ing to  the  future  working  of  the  Bill, 
was  that  of  the  purchasers  under  the 
Act  of  1870,  excluding  glebe  tenants, 
who  would  occupy  a  peculiar  position 
under  it ;  but  the  position  of  the  pur- 
chasers under  the  Act  of  1881  was  ons 
which  would  require  serious  considera- 
tion. If  they  were  left  in  their  present 
position,  much  heart-burning  would  be 
created  wbiob  the  right  bon.  Gentleman 
who  moved  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill  would  have  to  answer  for.  There- 
fore, how  they  were  to  be  dealt  with 
was  a  matter  for  his  consideration. 
Again,  in  the  case  of  tenants  belong- 
ing to  a  villafre  or  town  which  formed 
a  portion  of  the  estate  that  was  about 
to  be  sold,  he  thought  these  tenants 
should  not  be  left  out  in  the  cold.  Pro- 
vision ought  also  tu  be  made  to  prevent 
aloBs  accrning  to  the  landlord  for  the 
investigation  of  title  and  other  legal 
formalities,  in  case  the  sale  of  the  pro- 
perty was  not  carried  out.  That  por- 
tion of  the  Bill  he  (Hr.  Walker)  pro- 


posed to  remedy  at  a  future  stage.  The 
working  of  the  Act  would  depend  upon 
the  persons  who  had  to  carry  it  into 
effect ;  and,  therefore,  before  the  Act 
could  be  criticized  fully,  it  was  necessary 
to  know  to  whom  its  admiaist ration  was 
to  be  intrusted.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  would  soon  be  able 
to  name  the  persons  by  whom  the  Bill 
was  to  be  administered.  If  it  should 
once  get  into  the  minds  of  the  Irish 
people  that  the  Act  was  passed  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  the  landlord  to  sell 
hie  land  at  an  increased  price,  it  would 
be  certain  to  be  a  dead  letter.  On  look- 
ing at  the  17th  clause,  hon.  Members 
would  see  how  important  it  was  that  the 
names  of  those  persons  should  be  known 
to  the  House;  for  it  would  be  seen  that 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  had  the  power  to 
provide  that  those  two  Commissioners 
should  specially  attend  to  the  husiness 
imposed  on  the  Land  Commission  by 
this  Act.  What  would  be  the  result  P 
This  Act  imposed  upon  the  Commission 
duties  of  a  most  important  judicial  cha* 
racter;  and  supposing,  as  he  thought 
himself  entitled  to  assume,  that  the  two 
new  Commissioners  ware  laymen,  were 
they  to  he  charged  alone  with  the  exe- 
cution of  this  judicial  business,  from 
which  the  legal  Chief  of  the  Commission 
was  excluded  ?  Then  there  was  the  im- 
portant question  of  the  value  of  incum- 
brances to  be  considered.  The  Bill  gave 
power  to  the  Commisaioners  to  appordon 
inoumbrances,  annual  charges,  and  so 
forth,  and  he  thought  it  ought  also  to 
give  them  power  to  capitalize,  commute, 
and  to  value  those  cbargss.  He  alluded 
to  these  difficulties  with  the  most  friendly 
feeling  towards  the  Bill ;  for,  however 
much  he  might  doubt  the  wisdom  of 
certain  provisions,  the  object  of  the  Bill 
had  his  moat  entire  approval. 

CoLOHEL  KLNO-HARMAN  said,  the 
reason  he  bad  blocked  the  Bill  was  not 
because  he  disapproved  of  its  principle 
—  that  of  Iho  purchase  of  land  by 
tenants — for  that  had  been  for  a  long 
time  a  great  desire  of  his  to  see  carried 
into  effect,  but  because  he  believed 
that  the  measure  was  wholly  inadequate 
for  the  purpose  proposed,  and  that, 
therefore,  it  would  be  an  abortive  one. 
He  had  been  in  great  hope,  when  ha 
understood  that  the  noble  and  teamed 
Lord  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland 
(Lord  Ashbourne)  was  going  to  bring 
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in  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  subject,  thatit 
would  be  aa  eSective  measure,  one  that 
would  be  of  great  Hervice  in  enahling' 
tenants  to  purchase  their  holdings ;  but, 
as  it  was  now  framed,  he  felt  compelled 
to  look  upon  it  with  great  disappoint- 
ment. He  hiid  searched  high  and  low 
throughout  the  Bill  to  find  one  redeem- 
ing featuru  in  it ;  hut  he  could  discover 
nothing  in  it  that  would  commend  it  to 
his  notice.  The  most  that  could  bo  pre- 
dicted in  its  favour  was  that  it  might  be 
wholly  inoperative;  but  he  was  afraid 
that,  if  it  passed,  instead  of  being  in- 
operative, it  would  be  highly  dangerous 
on  the  onehand.and,  to  an  absolute  cer- 
tainty, it  would  be  OJtoeedingly  costly 
and  espensive  on  the  other.  The  Body 
which  would  be  appointed  by  the  Bill 
to  carry  out  its  conditions,  would  be  the 
Land  Oommtsaion  ;  and  those  who  knew 
anything  about  Ireland  were  fully  cog- 
nizant of  the  working  of  the  Land  Com- 
mission to  know  that,  by  tts  working, 
the  Purchase  Clauses  of  the  Land  Act 
of  1881  had  been  rendered  nugatory.  In 
proof  of  that,  he  had  only  to  refer  to  the 
Keturn  which  had  been  called  for  by 
himself,  which  showed  the  manner  in 
which  the  Land  Act  had  been  worked. 
It  showed  where  tenants  were  anxious 
to  purchase,  and  wheru  purchasers  were 
anxious  to  give  a  fair  and  not  at  all  an 
extravagant  price  for  their  holdings, 
that  the  officers  of  the  Land  Court,  by 

{irecapt  and  by  advice  to  hold  on  a  little 
onger  and  they  would  get  the  land 
cheaper,  had  dissuaded  them  from 
carrying  their  intentions  into  effect, 
or  they  had  declined  to  advance  the 
money.  Thus,  in  one  case  in  the 
county  of  Mayo,  where  the  landlord 
and  the  tenant  had  agreed  that  the  pur- 
chase of  the  holding  should  be  carried 
into  effect  at  the  price  of  1 6  J  years'  pur- 
chase, and  the  security  was  considered 
80  good  that  the  local  bank  had  under- 
taken to  advance  the  remaiaing  one- 
fourth  of  the  purchase  money,  the  Land 
Commission  had  interferred  to  prevent 
the  landlord  from  selling  and  the  tenant 
from  purchasing  at  that  price,  and  had 
refused  to  advance  the  three-fourths  of 
the  purchase  money,  with  the  result 
that  they  themselves  ovontually  bought 
the  unfortunate  proprietor  out  at  12 
years'  purchase.  In  his  opinion,  the 
present  deadlock  in  the  Irish  land 
market  was  entirely  due  to  the  action 
of  the  Land  Commission,  to  whom  it  i 
Colott-^l  Kiiig-Mannan 


was  proposed  to  intrust  the  carrying 
into  effect  of  the  provisions  of  the  pre- 
sent Bill.  Why  did  not  the  Government 
propose  to  intrust  the  working  of  the 
Bill  to  the  Landed  Estates  Court,  which 
was  an  escellent  tribunal,  exactly  suit- 
able and  competent  for  the  purpose,  and 
which,  in  any  case,  would  have  to  be 
referred  to  in  almost  every  transaction  ? 
That  Court  had  full  power  to  carry  out 
sales ;  they  had  the  power  to  apportion, 
and  the  knowledge  how  to  apportion 
incumbrances,  and  commanded  the  con- 
Bdence  of  the  mortgagees  ?  Why  was 
that  admirable  Body  to  be  ignored,  and 
why  should  they  be  paid  for  doing  no- 
thing ?  The  proposal  in  the  present  Bill 
was  to  appoint  two  officers,  and  that  two 
fresh  offices  were  to  be  created,  and 
more  public  money  was  to  be^spentun- 
necessarily.  Those  two  officers  bad  not 
been  named ;  and  he  contended  that, 
inasmuch  as  their  appointment  would 
cause  an  expenditure  of  public  money, 
that  hon.  Members  should  be  informed 
as  to  whom  the  Government  intended 
appointing.  But  it  appeared  that  the 
Government  were  going  to  bring  in 
two  officers,  about  whom  the  House  had 
no  knowledge  whatever  at  present,  to 
carry  out  the  most  important,  compli- 
cated, and  difficult  duties  that  had  ever 
been  intrusted  to  any  gentlemen  in  con- 
nection with  the  Irish  Land  Question. 
Those  officers  would  have  power  over 
the  sale  of  about  one-half  of  the  entire 
land  of  Ireland.  They  proposed  paying 
them  £2,000  per  annum.  They  could 
not  get  good  professional  men  —  they 
could  not  got  men  worth  their  salt  and 
in  decent  practice— who  would  accept 
the  position  for  so  small  a  remuneration. 
The  Government  proposed  to  put  a 
couple  of  men  in  an  inferior  position 
amongst  others  at  a  salary  not  exceed- 
ing two-thirds  of  that  of  the  gentlemen 
among  whom  they  would  have  to  sic 
according  to  tlio  proposed  constitution 
of  the  Court.  If  the  work  was  to  bo 
done  in  that  way  at  all,  it  would  be  in- 
finitely better  done  by  appointing  one 
thoroughly  good  man  who  should  he 
well  and  adequately  remunerated  for 
his  services.  If  the  Government  got 
the  Landed  Estates  Court  to  do  the 
drudgery,  he  believed  there  would  be 
plenty  of  really  competent  men  to  he 
obtained  who  would  do  the  work  pro- 
posed to  he  given  to  the  two  Commis- 
sioners gratis;  but  it  would  not  bo  |Kis- 
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Bible  to  K&t  men  to  uiiilertalfe  the  duties 
of  the  office  if  it  were  to  be  in  any  way 
associated  with  the  Land  Commiseion 
unless  they  vere  paid  adequately  for 
their  servicoB.  He  wanted  to  know  why 
it  was  that  the  names  of  the  proposed 
OommissioneTS  had  been  kept  secret? 
He  should  have  thought  that  if  the  Go- 
vernment had  been  able  to  secure  the 
serriRee  of  really  good  men  to  work  the 
meaBuie,  inetead  of  being  sBhamed  of 
their  names,  they  would  have  been  only 
two  anxious  to  make  them  public.  The 
success  of  a  measure  of  the  kind  de- 
pended upon  the  character  and  stability 
of  the  men  by  whom  it  was  administered. 
He  spoke  the  views  of  moderate  men  on 
both  sides  of  the  House,  when  be  com- 
plained that  the  names  of  the  proposed 
CommisBiuners  were  not  given,  bo  that 
hon.  Members  might  criticize  them  at 
that  BtBge.  It  had  been  said  that  the 
namee  of  the  Commissioners  under  the 
Land  Act  had  not  been  made  known 
until  just  before  the  measure  had  reached 
the  Committee  stage  in  that  House ; 
but  it  must  be  recollected  that  that 
Bill  had  been  introduced  in  that  House, 
whereas  the  proBent  measure  had  been 
introduced  in  the  House  of  Lords.  There 
iras  a  great  deal  in  this  Bill  that  sa- 
voured of  sham  to  his  mind.  It  was 
going  to  be  a  sham  Court.  If,  as  he 
bad  Baid,  the  proposed  Commissioners 
were  good  men,  the  Government  would 
not  be  ashamed  to  name  them.  The 
sum  of  £5,000,000  put  down  for  expen- 
diture under  the  measure  was  a  sham, 
because  nothing  under  £20,000,000 
would  enable  the  measure  to  be  suc- 
cessfully carried  out,  end  the  proposal 
to  reserve  one-fifth  of  the  purchase 
money  was  even  a  greater  eham  still. 
Under  a  reasonable  Act,  he  believed  a 
great  deal  might  be  done  with  the  sum 
of  £20,000,000,  as  proposed  by  the  rij^ht 
bon.  Gentleman  the  late  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland.  They  were  told  that  this 
was  a  noble  and  generous  measure,  and 
that  the  tenant  was  to  have  the  whole 
of  the  purchase  money.  Well,  he  sup- 
posed that  if  the  tenant  who  bought  the 
land  was,  for  that  purpose,  to  receive 
the  whole  of  the  purchase  money,  the 
person  who  Bold  the  land  ebould  also 
raceive  from  that  tenant  the  whole  of 
the  purchase  money.  But  it  was  to  be 
otherwise.  Whilst  the  whole  of  the 
purchase  money  would  be  advanced  to 
the  tenant,  the  vendor  would  only  re- 


ceive four-fifths  of  the  amount,  the  other 
fifth  being  absorbed  by  the  State  in  the 
event  of  the  tenant  not  paying  his  in- 
stalments. That  was  equivalent  to  the 
State  promi8ing£l  and  paying  16«.  The 
probability  was  that  the  provisions  of 
the  measure  would  be  taken  advantage 
of  only  by  men  who  were  utterly  broken 
down  in  resources  and  in  credit,  and 
who  were  Bo  hard  pressed  by  their  credi- 
tors that  they  would  accept  anything. 
He  did  not  believe  that  the  provisions 
of  the  Bill  would  be  taken  advantage  of 
at  all,  because  another  sham  connected 
with  the  meaaure  was — and  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  who  introduced  the 
Bill  knew  it  perfectly  well — that  the 
tenants  had  not  the  slightest  intention 
of  availing  themselves  of  the  provisions 
of  the  Bill.  They  did  not  mean  to  buy 
their  holdings.  They  were  imbued  with 
the  idea  that  they  were  going  to  get  the 
fee  simple  of  the  land  without  paying 
for  it  at  all,  and  he  believed  they  had 
been  very  much  encouraged  in  this  be- 
lief by  the  action  of  the  Land  Commis- 
sioners. In  Ireland  at  the  present  mo- 
ment there  were  those  who  regularly 
bought  the  interest  in  their  holdings; 
but  that  was  a  very  different  matter 
from  purchasing  the  holdings.  When 
a  tenant  was  willing  to  give  16  or  18 
years'  purchase,  agitators  stepped  in 
and  said — "Hold  on  and  you  will  get 
your  holding  without  doing  that;  "  and 
it  was  not  likely  that  tenants,  because 
of  that  or  any  other  Bill,  would  imme- 
diately spring  up  and  give  a  fancy  price 
for  their  farms.  They  knew  very  well 
what  was  thought  by  a  certain  class  in 
the  North  of  Ireland  on  this  measure. 
They  knew  what  was  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Michael  Davitt,  and  those  who  were  as- 
sociated with  that  gentleman,  upon  it. 
He  had  spoken  very  strongly  at  public 
meetings,  and  had  called  it  a  "  Bill  for 
the  Belief  of  Pauper  Landlords,"  He 
advised,  and  in  very  clever  and  very 
strong  language  he  bad  almost  ordered, 
the  tenants  not  to  purchase  their  hold- 
ings; and  he  (Colonel  King-Harman) 
had  very  good  reason  to  believe  that 
that  advice  would  be  acted  upon.  It 
might  be  that  there  would  be  found  a 
man  here  and  there  more  enterprizing 
than  his  neighbours  who  would  be  will- 
ing to  purchase ;  but  the  Bill  would  not 
be  taken  advantage  of  generally.  A 
landlord  might  get  offers  to  purchaso  a 
farm  here  and  a  farm  there :  but  that 
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would  introduce  a  system  of  having 
small  farms  dotted  indiecrimioatelj  over 
an  estate,  which  would  be  objected  to 
by  the  landlords,  who  were  opposed  to 
anything  but  a  continuity  of  holdings. 
The  un Willi Dgnese  of  tenants  to  avail 
themselves  of  powers  of  the  sort  was 
shown  hy  the  fact  that  last  year  only 
241  applications  to  purchase  came  be- 
fore the  Land  Commission,  and  out  of 
those  241  cases  there  were  144  where 
single  tenants  would  hare  purchased 
their  holdings,  and  there  were  nearly 
100  where  tenants  in  twos  and  threes 
wished  also  to  do  so,  and  the  landlords 
would  not  agree  to  that.  Btiyond  that, 
a  great  many  of  those  were  refused  by 
the  Commission  because  the  tenant  and 
landlord  had  agreed  upon  what  the 
Commission  considered  was  too  high  a 
price.  In  most  oases  the  Land  Commis- 
sion would  not  give  16  years'  purchase, 
though  in  two  cases  they  had  allowed 
26  years  and  28  years.  But  it  so  hap- 
pened that  in  the  former  case  the  land- 
lord was  a  Member  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment, and  in  the  latter  case  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  late  Goverament.  Ha  did  not 
mean  to  impute  any  motives  to  the 
Teudors  in  those  cases ;  hut  the  circum- 
itancee  were  somewhat  suspicious.  He 
would  tell  the  House  that  although  some 
landlords  would  not  sell,  they  would  do 
what  they  could  to  assist  in  the  forma- 
tion of  a  peasant  proprietary.  They 
would  give  leasee  in  perpetuity,  fee 
farm  grants,  &c.  He  would  ask  whe- 
ther the  Government  would  try  to  make 
this  a  good  and  useful  Bill  by  granting 
some  powers  for  the  granting  of  per- 
petuity leases  and  fining  down  rents  ?  If 
the  Government  were  really  anxious  to  do 
a  great  amount  of  good  with  the  mea- 
sure, that  would  be  really  the  very  best 
thing  which  they  could  do.  If  they 
would  advance  the  whole  of  the  money 
for  the  purpose  of  fining  down  rents,  it 
would  do  a  vast  amount  of  good  to  both 
landlords  and  tenants.  He  objected  to 
the  measure  as  it  stood,  because  it 
seemed  to  have  been  brought  in  in 
much  the  same  way  in  which  railways 
were  made  abroad  in  Russia.  The  Czar 
took  a  map  and  a  ruler  and  drew  a  lino 
from  one  place  to  another,  and  said — 
"  We  are  going  to  make  a  railway  be- 
tween those  two  places,"  irrespective 
of  the  difficulties  which  existed  in  the 
physical  conformation  of  the  districts 
over  which  they  were  to  pass.  Just  in 
Colonel  King-Hai'man 
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the  same  headlong  way  the  Government 
said — "We  are  going  to  give  you  a 
Purchase  Bill."  In  his  opinion,  the 
Government  had  had  the  opportunity — 
indeed,  they  had  it  still— of  working 
out  this  matter  in  a  statesmanlike  man- 
ner, but  bad  not  taken  advantage  of  it. 
They  ought  to  look  the  matter  Iwldly  in 
the  face,  and  not  to  run  away  from  it. 
If  the  Government  had  consulted  men  of 
experience  who  lived  in  Ireland,  with- 
out confining  the  matter  within  the 
narrow  limits  in  which  it  had  been 
kept,  they  would  have  found  oat  what 
would  have  been  best  for  the  country. 
He  hoped,  however,  they  would  ev»u 
yet  bring  forward  a  measure  which 
would  be  acceptable  to  those  for  whom 
it  was  intended,  and  which  would  realize 
the  result  which  was  desired. 

Colonel  NULAN  said,  he  desired  to 
speak  entirely  for  himself,  and  not — as 
he  had  been  unable  to  consult  with 
them — on  behalf  of  those  hon.  Members 
with  whom  he  had  been  usually  asso- 
ciated in  matters  of  this  kind  during 
the  past  couple  of  years.  He  was  weU 
acquainted  with  the  views  of  both  land- 
lords and  tenants  in  the  West  of  Ire- 
land, and  believed  that  they  would  be 
favourable  to  the  measure.  He  was 
very  much  struck  with  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Dublin 
County  (Colonel  £ing-Hanuan) ;  but 
he  (Colonel  Nolan)  believed  that 
£5,000,000  was  amply  sufficient,  for  he 
believed  there  certainly  would  not  be 
£a,000,0O0  worth  of  land  sold  before  the 
new  Parliament  met ;  and  even  if  there 
was,  and  more  money  were  needed,  it 
conld  be  applied  for.  He  thought  that 
there  were  many  little  faults  in  the  Kll 
which  might  be  taken  exception  to;  for 
he  believed  that  the  lawyers,  in  drafting 
measures  of  the  kind,  adhered  too  much 
to  the  old  system  of  feudal  tenure.  The 
best  way  would  be  to  destroy  the  whole 
entail  and  feudal  system.  He  believed 
that  its  machinery  was  a  distinct  im- 
provement on  that  of  the  Land  Act, 
although,  as  far  as  it  went,  the  ma- 
chinery of  that  Act  was  good  and 
proper.  In  the  case  of  this  Bill,  how- 
ever, he  did  not  think  the  guarantes 
was  at  all  necessary ;  for  it  appeared  to 
him  that  the  most  important  point  in 
the  Bill  had  escaped  the  notiGe  of  the 
previous  speakers,  and  had  only  been 
mentioned  incidentally.  That  was  the 
reduction  of  the  rate  of  interust  ftoiu  i 
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per  cent  to  4  per  cent.  Now,  he  re- 
garded that  as  the  most  important  part 
of  the  Bill.  B7  that  it  would  be  possible 
for  the  tenant  to  purchase  his  land  by 
the  payment  of  a  rent  not  exceeding  the 
amount  he  was  now  paying.  Therefore, 
he  supported  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill  1  and,  on  the  whole,  he  would  like 
to  see  it  pass  very  much,  especially 
as  it  proposed  to  enable  the  tenants  to 
purchase  under  terms  that  would  insure 
the  whole  of  the  advance  at  4  per  cent. 
It  would  afford  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
whether  they  were  willing  to  purchase 
on  the  terms  offered  to  them.  There 
was,  however,  one  important  blot  which 
might  be  easily  got  over  in  Oommittee, 
and  that  was  that  there  was  no  provision 
for  increasing  the  holding  of  the  tenant. 
He  though,t  it  would  be  quite  possible 
to  introduce  a  clause  which  would  enable 
a  tenant  not  only  to  purchase  his  own 
holding  on  the  tenns  mentioned  in  the 
Bill  but  also  a  few  adjoining  acres  of  a 
grass  farm  with  the  consent  of  the 
owner.  There  were  many  tenants  who 
would  be  very  desirous  to  obtain  a  email 
piece  of  grass  land ;  and  there  were,  in 
many  places,  vast  tracts  of  land  which, 
under  the  strict  rules  of  economy,  should 
not  be  all  under  grass  at  all.  If  some 
provision  were  introduced  into  the  Bill 
which  would  enable  tenants  to  acquire 
■mall  portions  of  such  grass  land  near 
their  holdings,  he  believed  that  it  would 
meet  with  very  great  favour  in  both 
Hayo  and  Galway.  It  would  give  the 
Bill  a  great  impetus,  and  with  such  a 
clause  he  believed  that  the  Bill  might 
be  a  considerable  success.  He  should, 
therefore,  at  the  proper  time,  move 
the  insertion  of  a  clause  of  the  na> 
tore  he  had  sketched.  It  would, 
doubtless,  be  a  salutary  provision, 
and  he  hoped  the  Government  would 
see  their  way  to  agreeing  to  it. 
Of  course,  there  was  much  to  be  said 
against  the  Bill,  aud  certain  political 
difficulties  bad  to  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration ;  but  he  believed  that  if  they 
were,  at  that  stage  of  the  Session,  to 
enter  into  any  such  matters,  and  to 
re-open  the  whole  agrarian  question  in 
Ireland,  the  Bill  would  not  have  the 
slightest  chance  of  becoming  law. 

Mb.  LEWIS  said,  he  hoped  sincerely 
that  the  suggestion  of  the  non.  and  gal- 
lant Member  opposite  (Colonel  Nolan) 
would  not  be  taken  up  by  the  Govern- 
ment.   The  idea  that  a  tenant  should 
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be  able  to  insist  upon  obtaining  portion 
of  a  neighbouring  property 

CoLoiTEL  NOLAN:  No.  no.  I  did 
not  say  they  should  insist  at  all. 

Mr.  lewis,  resuming,  said,  he  be- 
lieved that  there  would  be  no  difficulty 
in  making  a  purchase  under  the  present 
law,  in  a  case  where  both  parties  were 
agreed.  Ho  thought  that  tbey  could 
understand  the  introduction  of  the  cloven 
font  in  any  other  case  of  that  sort.  He 
was  sure  that  they  all  hoped  to  see  a 
settlement  of  the  differeaoea  between 
landlords  and  tenants  in  Ireland.  He 
did  not  think,  however,  although  he 
should  be  heartily  glad  to  see  the  re- 
verse, that  it  was  very  likely  that  the 
Bill  would  be  very  largely  taken  advan- 
tage of.  Unfortunately,  besides  other 
strong  reasons,  property  in  Ireland 
was  BO  much  subject  to  mortgage  that 
it  would  be  very  difficult  to  arrange 
matters  respecting  sales  in  auch  a  way 
as  to  satisfy  the  claims  of  mortgagor, 
mortgagee,  and  purchaser.  It  was, 
also,  from  that  cause,  almost  impossible 
to  acquire  a  good,  clear  title  to  small 
portions  of  land  under  the  existing  legal 
provisions.  As  to  the  remarks  with  re- 
gard to  the  Church  Surplus,  it  did  not 
seem  to  him  that  the  Bill  was  open  to 
objection  on  that  account.  Indeed,  he 
could  not  understand  why  so  many  re- 
ferences had  been  made  to  that  fund. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  hon.  Members  had 
forgotten  that  Parliament  bad  long  since 
given  up  the  idea  of  restricting  it  to  the 
purposes  originally  intended.  No  doubt, 
when  the  Irish  Church  Act  was  passed, 
there  was  a  solemn  pledge  given  by 
Parliament  as  to  the  objects  to  which 
that  Surplus  was  to  be  applied.  But  no 
sooner  was  that  pledge  given  than  there 
was  the  greatest  eagerness  on  both  sides 
of  the  House  to  get  rid  of  it ;  and  when 
his  hon.  and  learned  Eriend  opposite 
(Mr.  Walker)  objected  to  this  fund 
being  pledged  under  the  Bill,  he  ought 
to  remember  that  it  was  also  pledged 
under  the  Arrears  of  I£ent  (Ireland) 
Act  of  his  own  Oovernment  in  1882.  In 
fact,  he  (Mr.  Lewis)  had  been  under  the 
impression  that  Parliament  was  solemnly 
pledged  to  use  it  only  for  certain  pur- 
poses; but  that  pledge  was  no  longer 
recognized  on  either  side  of  the  House. 
Then  be  (Mr.  Lewis)  was  of  the  opinion 
that  £5,000,000  was  quite  enough  to 
provide  in  the  first  instance  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Bill.    Looking  to  their  ex- 
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perience  of  the  Bright  Olauses  of  the 
Act  of  1 870,  no  one  could  be  so  sanguine 
as  to  suppose  that  even  under  this,  as  it 
had  been  termed,  most  generous  mea- 
sare,  £5,000,000  would  not  he  sufficient 
to  meet  any  demands  that  were  likely  to 
arise  before  the  next  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment. He  also  thought  the  Goremment 
were  quite  right  to  make  it  a  tentative 
measure.  They  might,  after  it  had  been 
tried,  enlarge  the  amount,  and  introduce 
such  amendments  and  alterations  as  eX' 
perience  would  point  out  in  the  way  of 
extension.  Then,  as  to  the  Bill  itself, 
it  proceeded  on  the  lines  of  old  mea- 
sures, for  the  House  would  recollect  that 
by  the  Churob  Ant  of  1 869,  three-fourths 
of  the  purchase  money  was  to  he  ad- 
vanced at  4  per  cent,  repayable  in  32 
years,  but  not  by  way  of  annuity,  but 
by  way  of  advance  of  three-fourths  of 
the  purchase  money  at  4  per  cent, 
the  capital  being  repayable  in  64  equal 
half-yearly  instalments.  That  was 
rather  an  onerous  bargain.  In  1870 
the  first  Irish  Land  Act  passed,  and 
then  two-thirds  of  the  purchase  money 
was  to  be  advanced,  repayable  by  way 
of  annuity  at  5  per  cent — that  waa  to 
say,  4  per  cent  for  interest,  and  1  per  cent 
for  sinking  fund.  Then  came  the  Land 
Act  of  IB61.  Under  that  there  waa  the 
same  term  of  35  years  for  the  annuity, 
and  three- fourths  of  the  purchase  money 
was  to  bo  advanced  at  5  per  cent.  What 
was  the  Bill  now  before  them  ?  Surely 
they  must  all  be  impressad  by  the  unfor- 
tunate relations  which  existed  between 
landlords  and  tenants  in  Ireland,  and  by 
the  great  puplic  interest  which  were  in- 
volved in  these  circumstances,  and  they 
must,  therefore,  all  desire  the  Bill  to 
succeed,  even  if  they  did  not  think  that 
it  would.  Did  it  then,  he  would  ask, 
present  features  of  an  attractive  cha- 
racter? He  thought  it  did.  First,  the 
rate  of  interest  was  only  4  per  cent — 
that  was  3^  for  interest  and  £l  per  cent 
for  Jsinking  fund.  That  was,  it  seemed 
to  him,  a  most  generous  and  liberal  offer 
from  the  State.  Where  he  thought  the 
BiU  waa  onerous  and  would  require 
alteration  was  in  regard  to  the  deposit 
of  one-fifth  of  the  purchase  money.  He 
maintained  that  if  they  were  to  regard 
the  tenantry  of  Ireland  as  an  honest  re- 
spectable set  of  men  this  deposit  was 
not  necessary.  Let  it  he  remembered 
that  the  security  which  the  State  would 
hold  gainst  its  advance  wuh  not  only 
Mr.  Ltuis 


the  landlord's  interest  in  the  property, 
but  also  the  tenant's,  which  in  many  in- 
stances in  the  North  of  Ireland  waa 
worth  more  than  the  landlord's.  The 
tenant's  interest  would  be  included  ia 
the  mortgage  just  as  well  as  the  land- 
lord's, and  thus  they  would  have  a 
double  security  for  the  purohase  money. 
He  believedthat  thereat  mode  of  settling 
the  Irish  Land  Question  originally  would 
have  been  by  the  institution  of  a  liberal 
and  generous  system  of  land  purchase. 
Half  the  misery  and  the  public  scandal 
produced  by  agrarian  disputes  in  Ireland 
or  by  the  unpleasant  relations  between 
landlord  and  tenant  would  have  heea 
avoided  if  the  Bright  Clauses  had  been 
made  the  primary  instead  of  the  subsi- 
diary portion  of  the  Land  Act  of  1881 ; 
and  his  great  fear  was  that  this  ret«n- 
tion  of  one-fifth  of  the  purchase  money 
would  he  a  great  impediment  to  the  suc- 
cess of  this  measure.  But  as  regarded 
the  deposit,  he  must  point  out  to  his  hon. 
and  gallant  Friend  the  Member  for 
Dublin  County  (Colonel  King-Harman) 
that  the  deposit  would  not  necessarily 
come  out  of  the  landlord's  pocket.  If  a 
tenant  was  anxious  to  buy  he  might 
agree  to  make  the  deposit  himself.  He 
must  say  that  he  far  preferred  ths 
mode  of  guarantee  which  the  late  Go- 
vernment proposed  to  adopt  in  their  last 
Bill.  His  belief  was  that  that  was  a 
matter  of  vast  importance  to  the  safety 
of  society,  to  the  goodness  of  the  debt, 
to  the  validity  of  the  change,  in  making 
a  guarantee  of  the  district  of  the  Poor 
Law  Union  binding  the  whole  popula- 
tion to  see  that  no  defaulters  were  in 
their  midst — he  thought  that  morally 
that  was  one  of  the  most  valuable  fea- 
tures in  the  Bill  of  the  late  Government, 
and  one  which  would  have  carried  them, 
over  difficulties  of  a  financial  character. 
It  would  have  tended  to  promote,  in  the 
most  powerful  manner,  the  peace,  good 
order,  credit,  and  safely  of  the  State. 
However,  that  was  gone  by,  and  it  could 
not  be  denied  that  the  security  under 
which  they  were  now  asked  to  sanction 
an  advance  of  public  money  was  most 
ample.  He  nest  came  to  a  most  im- 
portant and  serious  point  which  he 
thought  the  House  should  consider. 
There  were  a  few  purchasers  under  the 
Bright  Clauses  of  the  Act  of  1870,  who 
were  now  paying  5  per  cent  annuities 
for  .15  years.  In  what  position  would 
they  stand  after  tiie  passing  of  the  Bill  ? 
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They  -would  Datarallj  Bay — "  What  fools 
we  were  when  we  took  adr&Dtage  of  the 
prorisioDB  ofthe  Act  of  18T0,  when  we 
might  have  had  better  terms  by  waiting  ; 
now  we  are  left  in  tho  lurch  with  an 
annuity  which  involves  4  per  cent, 
whereas  those  purchasers  who  have  do- 
layad  until  the  present  time  will  have 
the  full  amount  of  the  purchase  money 
advanced  to  them,"  It  was,  of  course, 
possible  to  rectify  the  poaitionof  matters 
with  reference  to  the  small  numbers  of 
persons  who  had  so  purchased,  and  it 
would  be  only  fair  to  do  so.  If  it  was 
not  done  a  good  deal  of  soreness  would 
be  left  behind  which  might  be  the  source 
of  future  controversies  and  disputes. 
He  asked  the  House  also  to  consider  the 
poeitioQ  of  those  persons  who  had  pur- 
chased under  the  Irish  Church  Act  of 
1B69,  and  whose  position  was  still  worse, 
for  they  had  purchased  on  the  basisof  the 
then  ezistingrents,  which  had  since  been 
reduced  under  the  operation  of  the  Irish 
Land  Act  of  1881  from  20 to  25  percent. 
Nor  was  that  all,  for  the  purchasers 
under  the  Church  Act  paid  a  higher  rate 
of  interest,  with  a  shorter  term  of  repay- 
ment, than  under  this  Bill.  These  men 
ought  to  be  placed  in  such  a  position 
that  they  would  suffer  no  disadvantage 
from  having  bought  before  the  Land 
Act  of  1881.  The  present  Bill  should  pro- 
vide for  all  the  points  he  had  mentioned ; 
and  in  that  case  it  would  be,  even  more 
than  at  present,  a  measure  worthy  the 
support  and  sanction  of  the  House,  and 
one  that  ought  to  be  supported  in  a 
generous  and  thorough  spirit,  with  no 
desire  to  carp  at  ororiticize,  but  with  an 
earnest  wish  that  it  might  prove  to  be 
one  tending  to  settle  mauy  of  those  prob- 
lems with  which  the  Irish  Land  Ques- 
tion was  surrounded.  That  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill  taken  aa  a  whole  in 
practical  detail  were  generous,  liberal, 
and  fair  to  the  landlords  and  tenants, 
while  they  were  perfectly  safe  to  the 
State,  he  ventured  to  afBrm  ;  and  while 
he  must  press,  without  aa  he  trusted  any 
danger  to  the  State,  for  a  relaxation  of 
the  provisions  with  regard  to  the  reten- 
tion by  the  State  of  one-fifth  ofthe  pur* 
chase  money  as  a  guarantee,  he  did  most 
earnestly  press  on  the  House  not  to  pass 
by  the  ^ievous  cases  of  hardship  which 
the  purchasers  from  the  Irish  Church 
Commissioners  and  those  who  had  re- 
ceived advances  under  the  Acts  of  1870 
and  1881  would  suffer,  if  they  were  held 
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to  the  terms  of  purchase  laid  down  in 
those  Acts,  which  compared  so  unfavour- 
ably with  those  embodied  in  the  present 
measure.  Let  the  House  not  falter  in 
doing  an  act  of  fair  play  and  justice  to 
a  body  of  men  not  connected  with  any 
particular  Party  or  belon^ng  to  any  par- 
ticular class  of  society.  The  Bill  was 
capable  of  being  made  a  useful  meaenre, 
and  he  hoped  it  would  receive  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  House. 

Mk.  SHAW  LEFEVEE  said,  as  the 
subject-matter  of  the  Bill  was  one  in  . 
which  he  had  taken  much  interest  for 
some  years  past,  and  had  had  a  part  in 
previous  legislation,  he  would  claim  the 
attention  of  the  House  for  some  oom- 
ments  on  it.  It  was  when  the  present 
Government  were  last  in  Ofhoe  in  1878, 
that  he  moved  for,  and  presided  over,  an 
important  Committee  for  inquiry  into  the 
working  of  the  Bright  Clauses  of  the 
Land  Act  of  1870  with  a  view  to  ascer- 
tain the  best  means  of  facilitating  the 
acquisition  of  their  holdings  by  ten- 
ants in  Ireland ;  and,  after  that  Com* 
mittee  had  been  appointed,  he  subse- 
quently carried  a  Eesolution  in  that 
House  against  the  opposition  of  the  then 
Covernment,  calling  upon  them  to  give 
effect  to  the  recommendations  of  that 
Committee,  and  to  legislate  on  the  sub- 
ject. It  had  always  bean  his  belief  that 
if  they  had  then  acted  in  a  generous 
spirit  on  that  Itesolution  and  the  Beport 
of  that  Committee,  much  that  had  since 
occurred  in  Ireland  might  have  been 
avoided.  Popular  opinion  in  Ireland 
was  at  that  time  in  favour  of  the  tenants 
becoming  owners  of  their  holdings.  The 
best  evidence  of  that  was  to  be  found  in 
the  fact  that  three-fourths  of  the  glebe 
holders  of  that  time  became  owners  of 
their  holdings  under  terma  very  far  less 
advantageous  than  those  now  offered. 
The  opportunity  was  lost  on  that  occa- 
sion— no  action  was  taken.  Then  fol- 
lowed the  land  agitation  in  Ireland; 
and,  later,  the  Land  Act  of  1881.  He 
had  no  desire,  however,  to  rake  up  past 
controversies  ;  but  he  desired  to  refer  to 
the  Beport  of  that  Committee,  as  it 
laid  down  certain  principles  within  which 
the  State  might  safely  lend  its  aid  to 
such  a  proposal,  which  he  still  himself 
adhered  to.  The  fact  was,  that  in  the 
turn  of  the  wheel  of  events  the  position 
of  Parties  seemed  to  have  become  re- 
versed on  this  question.  At  the  time 
he  spoke  of,  it  was  the  tenants  of  Ireland 
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who  were  BDXtoas  for  the  opportanity 
of  parchasing  their  holdings,  and  vho 
desired  an  amendment  of  the  Land 
Laws  in  Ireland  in  order  to  obtain  full 
security,  and  the  landlords  were  some- 
what supine.  As  far  as  fae  coald  see, 
it  was  nov  the  landlords  of  Ireland  who 
came  forward,  and  were  urging  the 
State  to  offer  inducements  to  tenants  to 
purchase  their  holdings,  and  who  were 
offering  splendid  bribes  with  that  ob- 
ject, while  the  tenants  were  supine  upon 
the  point.  Ho  was  afraid  that,  even 
when  this  generous  Bill  was  passed,  in 
the  present  state  of  Ireland  it  would  not 
have  much  effect.  The  real  fact  was 
that,  at  the  time  he  spoke  of,  there  ap- 
peared no  prospect  of  obt^ning  any 
considerable  amendment  of  the  land 
tenure  of  Ireland;  and  it  waa  vastly 
more  important  than  it  now  waa  to 
move  in  the  direction  of  full  ownership. 
In  18S1  the  Land  Act  was  passed,  and 
that  completely  changed  the  position  of 
the  Irish  tenants.  It  gave  thorn  a  se- 
curity of  tenure,  and  a  security  of  the 
improvements  which  they  themselves 
effected  in  their  holdings  far  beyond 
what  was  expected  in  1878.  The  Land 
Act  of  1881  was  one  of  the  greatest  land 
reforms  that  was  ever  effected  in  any 
country,  and  one  which  might  be  de- 
fended on  its  merits  upon  economical 
grounds  and  upon  grounds  of  justice; 
but  since  then  it  seemed  to  him  that  the 
Irish  tenants  had  been  far  less  eager 
and  anxious  toavail  themselves  of  facili- 
ties for  purchase  of  their  holdings.  The 
same  Act  embodied  all  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Committee  of  1878,  and  the 
terms  then  offered  by  the  State  were 
extremely  liberal.  It  was  his  belief  that, 
in  any  ordinary  times,  the  amended 
Bright  Clauses  would  have  produced 
very  considerable  effect;  but  the  times 
had  not  been  ordinary,  and,  in  fact,  it 
must  be  admitted  they  had  not  had 
much  effect.  That  had  been  doe  to 
several  causes.  Onepoint  waathatwhich 
be  had  already  alluded  to— namely,  that 
the  Tenure  Clauses  of  the  Act  of  1881  had 
given  such  complete  security  that  there 
was  no  longer  the  same  motive  or 
atixiety  for  becoming  full  owners  as  be- 
fore. The  second  was  that  there  was  still 
so  much  uncertainty  as  to  the  future— 
when  expectations,  referred  to  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Londonderry  (Mr.  Lewis) 
and  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
Dublin  County  (Colonel  King-Harman), 
Mr.  Shaw  Ltferre 
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were  being  held  oat  by  a  political  Party 
so  powerful  in  Ireland  as  that  repre- 
sented and  led  below  the  Gangway  that 
further  great  amendments  would  be 
made  in  the  Land  Act  and  land  tenure, 
leading  possibly  to  a  further  redaction 
of  rent — it  waa  not  to  be  expected  that 
tenants  would  be  very  anxious  to  enter 
into  bai^ains  with  their  landlords  for 
the  purchase  of  their  holdings  upon 
terms  based  on  the  present  rents. 

CoLo^L  KING-HAKMAN:  I  beg 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  pardon.  I 
never  suggested  anythinir  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVBE  said,  he  did 
not  put  the  words  in  the  month  of  the 
hon.  andgallant  Gentleman,  but  alluded 
to  the  feeling  entertained  by  the  tenants 
in  Ireland. 

CoLONKi,  KING-HAEMAN:  I  said 
they  thought  they  would  get  the  land 
for  nothing. 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  sud,  that 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  now 
went  farther  than  he  (Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre] 
had  suggested.  Personalty,  he  did  not 
believe  the  Irish  tenants  expected  to  get 
the  land  for  nothing.  On  the  contrary, 
they  must  expect  them  to  wait  and  see 
the  result  of  the  General  Election,  and 
the  views  which  the  next  Parliament 
might  have  upon  this  subject.  It  waa 
his  belief  that  that  feeling  would  re- 
main, and  that,  until  all  expectations  of 
further  great  changes  or  reductions  of 
rent  were  removed ,  no  considerable  effect 
would  be  given  to  any  proposals  for 
facilitating  the  purchase  of  holdings, 
even  if  the  present  Bill  were  passed  with 
the  most  liberal  offers.  He  knew  that 
of  late  years  many  landlords  had  made 
most  liberal  offers  to  their  tenants  under 
the  Actof  1881,  proposing  to  leave  the  re- 
maining one-fourth  of  the  purchase  mon  ey 
on  second  mortgage  upon  such  terms  that 
the  tenants  would  pay  less  in  the  future 
in  the  shap^  of  interest  and  instalments 
of  the  capital  than  their  previous  rent, 
and  had  met  with  no  response  to  them. 
The  offers  had  been  ioTariably  refused 
in  the  spirit  to  which  he  had  alluded. 
The  uncertainty  as  to  the  future  had 
equally  operated  to  prevent  the  sale  of 
the  landlord's  property  in  the  Landed 
Estates  Court.  In  the  uncertainty  as  to 
the  future,  the  possibility  of  further  agi- 
tation to  reduce  rents,  it  was  not  to  be 
wondered  at  that  purchasers  should  be 
unwilling  to  invest  in  land  in  Ireland. 
He  was  aware  that  Bome  high  author!- 
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ties,  such  as  the  Duke  of  Argyll  and,  he 
thought,  the  right  han.  QenUenan  the 
Member  for  Westminster  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith),  had  attributed  the  block  in  the 
Ijanded  Estates  Court  and  the  unsale- 
ability  of  land  to  the  fact  that  thej^ad, 
by  the  Land  Act,  created  a  dual  owner- 
ship of  land,  and  that  ao  long  as  pro- 
perty in  land  was  not  absolute  that  un- 
salesbility  would  continae.  He  thought 
that  was  an  error.  It  was  a  misconcep- 
tion of  the  effect  and  meaning  of  the  Act 
of  IttSl  in  relation  to  what  existed  be- 
fore. In  fact,  before  the  Act  of  1881, 
in  a  great  part  of  Ireland,  and  certainly 
in  Ulster,  and  on  all  well-managed  es- 
tates elsewhere,  a  dual  ownership  of  land 
had  praotically  existed.  By  the  custom 
of  Ulster  the  tenant's  interest  was  prac- 
tically secure,  and  no  landlord  could 
deal  with  his  land  in  the  same  absolute 
manner  as  in  England.  The  Act  of 
1881  only  gave  full  legal  effect  to  that 
custom,  and  extended  it  over  the  whole 
of  Ireland ;  but  the  existence  of  the 
preTiouB  cuBtom  and  the  practical  dual 
ownership  of  land  in  Ulster  did  not  pre- 
vent land  being  bought  and  sold  for 
very  fair  prices,  and,  indeed,  at  a 
higher  rate  than  in  other  parts  of  Ire- 
land, where  there  was  no  such  complet« 
custom  protecting  the  tenant'e  interest. 
It  was  his  (Ur.  8haw  Lefevre's)  confi- 
dent belief  that  the  nnsaleability  of  land 
at  the  present  moment  waa  dne  not  to 
the  dual  ownership  of  land,  but  to  the 
uncertainty  as  to  the  future — to  the 
fear  of  further  changes  in  the  Act. 
They  must  recollect  that  purely  agricul- 
tural land  in  England  was  now  almost 
as  unsaleable  as  it  was  in  Ireland.  Al- 
though they  had  had  no  Land  Act  here, 
there  had  been  great  reductions  of  rent 
— quite  as  great  as  in  Ireland — and 
there  was  as  much  uncertainty  here, 
not  of  a  political  character,  but  of  an 
economic  character,  as  to  the  future 
prices  of  agricultural  produce,  that  land 
was  almost  unsaleable.  Now,  the  Bill 
before  ihem  was  mainly  promoted  in  the 
intereat  of  landlords.  It  was  their 
hope  that  by  its  means  they  would  be 
able  to  remove  the  block  in  the  Landed 
Estates  Uourt,  to  restore  to  land  its  sale- 
able quality,  by  inducing  the  tenants  to 
buy,  and  by  using  the  State  credit  for 
the  purpose.  In  fact,  the  terms  offered 
in  it  formed,  in  bis  opinion,  the  moet 
splendid  bribe  which  had  ever  been  held 
out  in  that  direction.      It  propoaod  to 
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reduce  the  rate  of  interest  at  which  the 
State  was  to  lend  money  from  3}  to 
3  per  cent;  to  extend  the  time  of  re- 
payment  from  35  to  49  years ;  and  to 
advance  the  whole  of  the  pnicfaase 
money  without  any  local  guarantee. 
There  was,  indeed,  a  provision  that  one- 
fifth  of  the  purchase  money  was  to  be 
retained  by  the  State  until  that  propor- 
tion of  the  purchase  money  was  repaid 
by  the  annual  instalments— that  was, 
for  15  years.  He  could  not,  however, 
regard  this  provision  as  of  any  real  im- 
portance or  any  real  security  to  the 
State,  for  the  real  danger  to  the  State 
was  not  the  default  of  an  individual,  but 
a  general  movement  in  Ireland  directed 
against  the  State  for  the  reduction  of 
the  intereat.  The  State,  through  the 
Land  Commission,  would  be  iu  direct 
relation  to  the  occupying  purchaser, 
and  would  be  responsible  for  the  col- 
lection of  the  whole  of  the  interest. 
The  retention  of  one-fifth  of  the  pur- 
chase money  was  no  security  as  between 
the  State  and  the  new  purchaser;  it 
would,  however,  be  very  inconvenient  to 
the  owner  of  the  property  who  sold  by 
keeping  him  outof  his  money  for  along 
period,  and  it  was  of  the  nature  of  those 
provisions  which  would  be  knocked 
away,  either  in  Committee  or  in  the 
future.  He  would  venture  to  suggest, 
therefore,  that  the  Government  would 
do  wisely  to  abandon  it.  Setting  aside 
that  provision,  let  him  look  at  the  effect 
of  the  operation,  and  let  him  illustrate 
it  by  a  oaee.  Suppose  a  holding  of  £S0 
a-year,  and  let  them  presume  that  20 
yeare'  purchase  was  agreed  upon  be- 
tween the  tenant  and  the  owner.  The 
purchase  money  would  be  £1,000,  the 
whole  of  which  the  State  would  advance, 
retaining,  however,  one-fifth  of  it  for 
15  yeare.  By  reducing  the  interest  to 
3  per  cent  and  spreading  the  repayment 
over  so  long  a  period  as  49  years,  the 
annual  sum  payable  by  the  tenant  pur- 
chaser would  be  only  £40  a-year ;  of 
that,  however,  £10  a-year  was  priic- 
tically  an  annual  investment  by  the 
tenant  purchaser  in  redemption  of  the 
fee,  and  adding,  therefore,  to  hia  interest 
every  year.  It  was  only  the  interest  of 
£30  which  would  compare  with  his  pre- 
vious rent  of  £50.  Even  with  the  in- 
stalment of  the  principal,  and  even  if 
they  added  his  ehare  of  local  taxes  now 
paid  by  the  landlord,  the  tenant  pur- 
chaser'e  payment  would  be  much  less 
2  N 
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than  his  previous  rent,  and  he  would 
beooms  owner  witliouC  any  exertion 
whatsTsr  of  his  own.     Now,  let  him 

Kini  out  the  effect  of  this,  if  it  should 
largely  adopted  in  Ireland.  Sup- 
pose any  landlord,  for  the  purpose  of 
relianng  his  property  of  incumhraoces, 
were  to  sell  to  one-half  of  his  tensnta 
upon  those  terms.  The  effect  would  be 
that  one-half  of  his  tenants  would  be 
paying  rent  for  ever,  and  the  other  half 
would  be  paying  considerably  less  than 
their  rent  for  a  term  of  years ;  in  fact, 
the  real  outgoing  would  be  only  three- 
fifths  of  their  previous  rent.  What 
would  be  the  views  of  those  who  would 
be  paying  rent  for  ever  ?  Would  they 
not  oomplatn  greatly  of  their  position  i 
It  appeared  to  him  that  the  terms  of  the 
Bill  were  so  generous,  that  if  they  were 
adopted  to  any  large  extent,  and  any 
considerable  proportion  of  tenants  were 
to  become  owners  on  euch  terms,  it 
would  be  a  considerable  source  of  danger 
in  the  future.  It  would  give  rise  to 
great  discontent  among  those  who  were 
not  favoured  in  that  way,  and  they 
would  either  see  an  agitation  to  make 
the  terms  universal  andoompuleory,  and 
for  the  general  expropriation  of  land- 
lords, or  they  would  have  a  fresh  agi- 
tation for  a  further  reduction  of  rent 
on  the  part  of  those  who  remained 
tenants.  He  would  also  point  out  that 
there  was  another  possible  danger. 
Supposing  these  terms  were  largely  ac- 
cepted and  a  great  number  of  tenants 
became  owners  of  their  holdings,  and 
the  State  received  their  rents  and  prac- 
tically was  in  the  position  of  landlord, 
having  advanced  the  whole  purchase 
money,  and  being  responsible  through 
the  I^d  Commission  for  the  collection 
of  the  whole  of  the  rent  and  of  the  whole 
instalments  for  a  period  of  49  years, 
there  would  be  danger — unless  there 
was  some  intervening  local  authority  to 
aot  as  a  buffer.  His  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  the  Border  Burghs  (Mr. 
Trevelyan),  in  his  Bill  of  last  year,  made 
provision  far  such  local  authority  by 
requiring  that  there  should  be  a  loo^ 
guarantee  for  the  interest.  That,  how- 
ever, did  not  give  satisfaction,  and  in  the 
absence  of  good  local  government  in 
Ireland  it  was  impossible  to  provide  for 
any  such  security.  He  oould  nut  but 
hope,  however,  that  in  the  new  Parlia- 
ment, with  a  greater  extension  of  local 
self-government  in  its  truer  sense,  some 
Mr.  Shaw  Lefnre 


{COMMONS}  {Ireland)  BiU.  1092 

such  provision  might  be  passed  which 
would  provide  a  guarantee  against  the 
possible  danger  to  the  State  to  which  he 
alluded.  He  looked  upon  the  measure 
as  tentative,  and  he  ventured  to  hope 
that  if  any  extension  was  to  be  made 
beyond  the  very  moderate  total  con* 
tempi ated  by  this  Bill — namely,  of 
£.5,000,000— it  would,  in  his  opinion, 
bo  desirable  that  the  operation  should 
be  effected,  not  directly  through  the 
Imperial  Exchequer,  but  throagh  the 
Local  Authorities,  who  would  be  respon- 
sible for  the  collection  of  interest.  But 
for  the  reasons  he  had  stated,  that  ontil 
the  Irish  people  saw  what  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  new  Parliament  would  ha 
upon  the  point,  he  did  not  think  there 
would  be  any  great  application  of  this 
measure.  Whenever  the  Irish  people 
knew  that  no  further  extension  would  be 
made  of  the  principle  of  the  Irish  Land 
Act,  he  had  no  doubt  that  a  great  num- 
ber of  applications  under  the  Bill  would 
take  place.  For  the  reasons  he  had 
stated,  he  believed  that  the  Qovemment 
had  acted  wisely  in  limiting  the  scope  of 
the  BiU  to  £5,000,000,  leaving  to  future 
consideration  the  terms  on  which  the 
measure  might  be  extended,  if,  here- 
after, it  should  be  found  desirable  to  do 
BO.  There  was  one  other  point  which 
he  wished  to  mention,  and  that  was 
with  regard  to  the  purchasers  of  the 
glebe  land  of  the  Disestablished  Chun^ 
of  Ireland.  He  could  not  but  think 
that  a  very  strong  case  had  been  mads 
out  by  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Lewis)  in 
favour  of  the  inclusion  of  these  pur- 
chasers in  the  more  liberal  terms  granted 
by  the  present  Bill.  It  should  be  re- 
membered that  when  the  purchases 
under  the  Disestablishment  Act  were 
made  the  price  of  land  was  at  its 
maximum,  and  that  these  persons  gave 
24  or  25  years'  purchase  upon  their 
rents.  They  had  not  benefited  by  the 
Land  Act  of  1681,  and  their  rent  had 
been  taken  at  an  amount  &om  which  it 
might  have  been  reduced  if  they  had 
remained  in  their  condition  of  tenants. 
He  believed  that  many  of  the  purchasers 
of  glebe  land  bad  gone  through  much 
suffering  and  hardship  in  the  endeavour 
honestly  to  pay  their  yearly  instalments 
to  the  State.  Looking  at  the  whole 
position,  and  the  fact  that  when  these 
purchases  were  effected  the  price  of  land 
in  Ireland  was  at  its  highest,  he  thought 
that  these  persons  were  entitled  to  great 
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coDsideratioD  from  tbe  preaent  Ooveni' 
meat.  So  ha  thought,  olao,  were  the 
purohasen  under  the  Land  Act  of  1870, 
though  not  the  purohasers  under  the  Act 
of  1881.  The  latter  had  not  ao  strong 
a  case;  for  they  boaght  auhject  to  the 
poBubility  of  their  rents  being  reduced 
by  the  Land  Oommiieion.  On  ^e  vhole, 
looking  at  it  merely  aa  a  tentative  mea- 
sure he  should  give  the  Bill  his  sup- 
port, thon^h,  recognizing  that  it  had 
danger  iu  it  as  regarded  tbe  future,  he 
should  reaerre  to  himself  the  liberty  of 
making  any  conditions  which  might  be 
thought  desirable  with  regard  to  any 
future  extension  of  tbe  scheme. 

The  first  COMMISSIONEE  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  Plukkbt)  said,  that  had 
it  not  been  tor  the  concluding  words 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
(Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre)  he  (Mr.  Plunket) 
should  not  bavB  known  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  intended  to  support  the 
present  Bill.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's speech  was  partly  philosophical 
and  partly  hiatorioar;  and  it  was  con- 
demnatory generally  of  everybody  and 
everything  excepting  his  own  earlier 
share  in  the  discussion  of  the  question  ; 
in  all  other  respects  it  was  aa  hostile  a 
speech  against  the  Bill  as  could  possibly 
be  made.  Every  warning  that  could  be 
given  to  the  House  and  publio  had  been 
urged  by  the  ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman.  He 
urged  every  objection  as  strongly  as  he 
possibly  could,  while  every  objection 
that  he  made  would  apply  equally,  and 
some  more  strongly,  to  the  Sill  of  last 
year,  for  which  the  late  Government 
was  responsible,  than  to  this  measure. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  admitted 
that  the  scheme  proposed  by  the  Bill  of 
last  year,  requiring  that  there  should  be 
a  local  guarautee  for  the  payment  of 
interest,  was  utterly  unworkable.  The 
present  Bill  offered  a  different  and  much 
more  valuable  guerautee ;  but  against  it 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  urged  the 
dangers  that  would  arise  to  England 
and  the  Treasury  from  that  provision, 
forgetting  that  the  same  objections 
would  apply  even  more  strongly  to  the 
Bill  introduced  by  his  own  Government 
— in  fact,  a  more  effective  speech  could 
not  be  made  against  the  principle  of 
any  and  every  acheme  for  facilitating 
the  growth  of  a  peasant  proprietary  in 
Ireland,  in  its  practical  aspect,  and  of  the 
necessityof  State- aid,  than  that  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  who  prided  him' 


self  upon  being  the  original  apoetle  and 
tbe  present  champion  of  the  principle, 
had  just  made.  It  was  quite  tme  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  as  Chairman 
of  a  Committee  of  which  he  (Mr.  Flun- 
ket)  was  also  a  Member,  made  certain 
proposals  with  tbe  view  to  creating  a 
leaaant  proprietary  in  Ireland,  and  that 
le  (Mr.  Plunket)  felt  it  his  duty  to  op- 
pose such  proposals.  He  was  in  favour 
if  creating  a  solvent  peasant  proprietary 
n  Ireland,  if  possible ;  but  he  waa  free 
to  admit  that  if  he  had  known  at  that 
time  what  waa  coming  in  future  years 
be  should  have  been  less  careful  of 
small  dangers,  and  more  willing  to 
accept  conaiderable  riska,  than  he  was 
at  the  time.  He  did  not,  however,  wish 
to  make  any  comparison  unfavourable 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  had 
just  aat  down.  He  folly  admitted  that 
the  viewB  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
were  then,  no  doubt,  ooneiderably  in 
advance  of  bis  (Mr.  Plunket's)  own 
views  with  regard  to  a  peasant  pro- 
prietary. But  the  proposals  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  then  made,  if  carried 
out,  would  have  proved  utterly  in- 
adequate, as  well  as  those  would 
which  he  (Mr.  Plunket)  was  prepared 
to  make  at  that  time.  As  to  the  other 
contentious  part  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  speech— the  historical— he 
must  just  say  one  word.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  could  not,  if  he  tried,  have 
more  saccesafully  thrown  on  the  floor  of 
the  Honso  a  larger  namher  of  conten- 
tious questions,  nor  have  offered  stronger 
inducements  to  the  Irish  people  to  re- 
fuse these  terms,  in  tbe  hope  of  getting 
something  more  given  them,  than  bad 
been  done  in  the  speech  which  ha  had 
just  delivered.  If  they  were  to  approach 
the  Bill  in  such  a  spirit  as  that,  they 
might  aa  well  not  be  wasting  the  precious 
ebbing  hours  of  the  present  Session 
upon  it.  In  all  the  other  speeches  the 
question  was  approached  in  a  spirit  of 
friendliness,  with  the  single  exception 
of  his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Dublin  County  (Colonel  King- 
Harman),  who  had  strong  feelings  upon 
it,  and  who  had,  he  (Mr.  Plunket)  must 
confess,  stru^led  manfully  against  the 
bad  times  which  the  landlords  of  Ire- 
land liad  endured.  He  would  not  at- 
tempt to  answer  his  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend's  criticisms  of  the  Bill.  They 
were  founded  mainly  on  his  distrust 
of  ihe   tribunal   which  was   to    have 
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IB81  was  passed,  it  iras  sdmtttod  on 
all  baods  by  its  antbon  that  the 
laadlorda  of  Ireland  bad  been  called 
upon  to  make  great  personal  sacrifices 
for  the  public  good ;  bnt  thsy  were  told, 
by  way  of  consolation,  that  thoogfa  they 
might  be  called  upon  to  make  such  sacri- 
fices,  they  would  get  in  exchange  greater 
Bociuity  and  truer  value  in  that  which 
remained.  He  would  put  it  to  the 
House,  had  that  promise  been  kept? 
Was  it  true,  or  was  it  not  trae,  that  the 
interest  of  the  landlord  in  Ireland  was 
at  this  day  absolutely  nnsaleable  ?  It 
was  not  only  unsaleable;  but  it  seemed 
to  him  that  whatever  small  valae  it  still 
possessed  was  being  rapidly  taken  away. 
This  had  been  called  a  Landlords' 
Belief  BUI.  Suppose  there  were  nothing 
to  be  said,  but  that  it  was  a  Landlords' 
Belief  Bill,  would  not  there  be  some 
arguments  in  justice  and  equity  for 
some  anch  proposition  as  this?  Was 
not  the  nation  bound  in  equity  and 
honour  to  fulfil  the  pledges  on  which 
the  Land  Act  was  pasaed?  He  did 
not  wish  to  argue  the  Bill  as  a  mea- 
sure in  the  interests  of  any  class,  and 
more  especially  for  the  relief  of  tlie 
landlords.  He  put  it  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  be  a  great  advantage 
to  the  State,  and  a  great  advantage 
to  all  classes  in  Ireland,  if  the  quealion 
could  be  brought  to  a  happy  and  suooess- 
ful  conclueion ;  a  great  advantage  through 
them  for  this  country  too,  which  was 
asked  at  present  to  take  a  large  share  of 
the  risk  necessarily  attendant  upon  such 
a  measure.  In  support  of  his  contention 
he  claimed  the  authority  of  the  late 
Prime  Minister,  the  senior  Member  for 
Birmingham  (Mr.  John  Bright),  and  he 
also  claimed  ^e  authority  of  the  noble 
Marquess  opposite  (the  Marquess  of 
Hartiogton],  and  every  great  statesman 
who  had  legislated  upon  the  Irish  Ques- 
tion during  recent  years.  Under  those 
circumstances,  he  ventured  to  ask  the 
House  to  take  a  friendly  and  ftank  view 
of  the  question;  for  if  every  person  were 
to  stand  out  on  his  own  individual 
crotchet,  and  oppo^tion  was  offered  to  it, 
the  Bill  could  never  pass.  There  must 
be  some  mutual  concession.  Thie  was 
admitted  to  be  a  tentative  measure  ;  but 
now  at  this  time,  when  there  seemed  to 
be  a  oessatioQ  of  violence  and  animo- 
sities in  Ireland,  he  called  upon  and  ap- 
pealed to  the  House  to  take  advanlwe 
of  it ;  and  if  he  might  be  allowed,  a» 


the  working  of  the  measure.  He  was 
sorry  he  couJd  not  give  the  House  any 
idea  as  to  who  the  new  Commissioners 
would  be,  although  he  had  no  doubt 
that  those  who  had  framed  the  Bill  in 
this  large  and  generous  spirit  would  be 
guided  Dy  the  same  spirit  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  Oommissionere.  He 
believed  that  the  names  of  the  Oommis- 
sioners  would  be  declared  before  the 
next  stage  of  the  Bill ;  and  then,  if  hon. 
Members,  like  his  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend,  were  not  satisfied  with  those 
Commissioners,  tbey  might  take  such 
steps  in  the  matter  as  they  might  think 
fit.  The  right  hon.  and  learned  Qentle- 
man  the  late  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land (Mr.  Walker)  had  spoken  gene- 
rally of  this  Bill  with  praise.  There  were 
one  or  two  matters  with  which  he  ex- 
pressed dissent,  the  first  of  which  was 
that  he  did  not  Aink  the  Church  Surplus 
should  be  applied  to  the  purpose  of  the 
Bill.  That  was  a  very  fair  and  clear 
objeclion  for  liim  to  raise ;  but  it  should 
be  remembered  that  any  deficit  arising 
by  means  of  the  Bill  must  be  pud  out  of 
some  public  fond.  And,  if  a  public 
fund,  why  not  an  Irish  fund?  Then 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
objected  that  £5,000,000  was  not  enough 
to  allow  for  the  purposes  of  the  BiQ; 
but  it  mnst  he  borne  in  mind  thatitwas 
only  an  experiment.  If  the  experiments 
were  successful,  he  did  not  believe  that 
Parliament  would  hesitate  to  enlarge 
the  scope  of  the  BiU ;  but  if  the  Bill 
was  not  to  succeed,  no  question  could 
arise  as  to  whether  the  sum  would  be 
sufficient,  and  nothing  more  than  the 
money  provided  by  the  Bill  could  be 
spent,  and  nothing  more  could  be 
wanted.  He  did  not  wish  to  go  through 
the  olauRes  of  the  Bill,  because  they 
all  knew  it  was  very  thoroughly  threshed 
out  in  "another  place;"  but  there 
seemed  to  be  a  feeling  amongst  some 

E»reons  on  one  point  onwhioh  he  would 
ke  to  say  a  word — namely,  that  this 
was  a  Landlords'  Belief  Bill.  He  would 

Eoint  out  that  the  positioo  taken  up  by 
is  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  behind  him 
(Colonel  King-Harman)  did  not  make 
it  appear  as  if  the  Bill  were,  in  his  hon. 
and  gallant  Friend's  opinion,  a  very 
large  measure  of  landlord  relief.  But 
even  he  were  to  concede  that  it  was,  to 
some  extent,  a  Landlords'  Belief  Bill, 
let  the  House  ooosider  the  real  state 
of  the  esse.  When  the  Land  Act  of 
Mr.  Phnht 
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would  Bpeak  in  words  not  only  of  en- 
treaty, but  in  words  of  warning,  to 
hon.  Membera  of  the  landlord  class, 
who  might  not  like  all  that  was  in  the 
Bill;  he  would  speak,  and  in  words 
of  earnest  appeal,  to  every  Irishman 
who  loTed  his  country  and  desired  the 
union  of  all  classes  iu  that  coantry, 
to  lend  their  aid  on  this  occasion 
to  the  Government  which  had  under- 
taken to  do  that  of  which  the  greatest 
and  the  severest  criticism  that  oould  be 
uttered  was  that,  for  once,  at  all  events, 
the  Bnglish  Government  had  been  too 
generous  in  dealing  with  an  Irish  ques- 
tion. 

Mb.  T.  a.  DIOESON  said,  he  moat 
earnestly  congratulated  the  Qovemment 
upon  the  introduction  of  the  Bill.  He 
would  point  out  to  hon.  Uembers  that 
on  the  15th  of  May  tho  late  Prime  Mi< 
nieter  announced  that  his  Government 
had  determined  to  abandon  the  Land 
Furohaae  Bill,  and  to  renew  the  Preven- 
tion of  Grime  Aet  in  some  shape  or  form ; 
but  he  (Hr.  T.  A.  Dickson),  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  told  the  electors  of  County 
Antrim  that  that  Session  a  Land  Pur- 
chase Bill  would  be  passed,  and  that 
there  would  be  no  renewal  of  the  Pre- 
vention of  Crime  Act.  Ae  an  Irish 
Liberal  Member,  he  was  extremely  glad 
that  his  prophecy  had  been  fulfilled. 
'  He  was  not  as  sanguine  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Sir  WiUiam  Hart  Dyke)  as  to 
the  character  of  the  measure.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  said  this  was  a  final 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to 
settle  the  Land  Question ;  but  he  (Mr. 
T.  A.  Dickson)  only  regarded  tt  as  an 
experiment.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  County  Dublin 
(Colonel  King-Harman)  was  not  able  to 
oee  any  redeeming  feature  in  the  Bill. 
He  (Mr.  T.  A.  Dtckeon)  thought  there 
were  three  redeeming  points  in  the  mea- 
sure which,  if  they  had  stood  alone,  were 
sufficient,  in  his  opinion,  to  have  justi- 
fied its  introduction.  Those  points  were 
— in  the  first  place,  the  Bill  provided  for 
the  advance  of  the  whole  of  the  purchase 
money ;  in  the  secend  place,  the  pur- 
chase money  was  to  be  advanced  at  a 
reduced  rate  of  interest;  and,  in  the 
third  place,  the  period  of  repayment  was 
to  be  extended  from  1)5  to  49  years.  He 
oonfessed,  however,  that  he  was  a  little 
disappointed  witli  the  Bill  in  some  re- 
epects,  and  chiefly  that  no  I'oference  was 
made  to  the  case  of  the  glebe  tenants,  of 
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whom  there  were  5,000  or  6,000.  There 
ivas  no  class  of  tenants  in  Ireland  who 
had  a  stronger  claim  upon  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House.  They  bought  their 
land,  in  1 869,  at  an  extreme  price-  They 
had  no  option  ;  because,  if  they  refused 
to  buy,  they  knew  the  land  would  be 
sold  to  land  speculators.  Mr.  O'Brien, 
who  valued  the  land  for  the  Central 
Commission,  valued  the  land  as  he  found 
it.  Indeed,  he  admitted,  before  a  Select 
Committee  of  the  House,  that  in  his 
valuation  he  included  the  tenant's  own 
improvements.  Furthermore,  the  neces- 
sity was  imposed  upon  the  glebe  tenants 
of  finding  one-third  of  the  purchase 
money ;  and  that  they  could  only  acquire 
from  money  lenders,  at  an  enormous 
sacrifice.  Be  (Mr.  T.  A.  Dickson),  there- 
fore, maintained  that  the  glebe  tenants 
had  every  right  to  be  generously  and 
favourably  con»dered  inconnectioawith 
this  Bill.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man opposite  (Colonel  King-Harman) 
objected  to  the  Bill  because  tne  working 
of  it  was  not  to  be  entrusted  to  the 
Landed  Estatee  Court.  He  (Mr.  T.  A. 
Dickson)  was  glad  that  the  Landed 
Estates  Court  was  not  charged  with  the 
duty  of  putting  the  Act  in  force,  because 
it  was  a  Court  in  which  the  people  bad 
no  confidence ;  and ,  therefore,  he  thought 
that  any  such  provision  would  be  fatal 
to  the  Bill.  He  quite  agreed  with  the 
creation  of  new  machinery  to  deal  solely 
with  land  purchase.  The  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman  had  also  suggested  that 
there  should  be  a  fining  down  of  the 
rente ;  but  the  adoption  of  the  sugges- 
tion would  certainly  not  be  satisfactory 
to  the  tenants,  who  were  determined  to 
be  either  tenants  or  owners.  He  (Hr. 
T.  A.  Dickson)  quite  approved  of  the 
proposal  to  vest  the  Land  Commission 
with  discretion  as  to  whether  the  whole 
or  part  of  the  purchase  money  should 
be  advanced,  and  would  point  out  that, 
in  some  cases  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  it 
would  be  safer  to  advance  the  whole  of 
the  money  than  to  advance  half  of  it. 
In  other  districts  he,  too,  was  of  opinion 
that  the  Bill  would  not  be  largely  availed 
of  by  the  tenants  for  some  time  to  oome ; 
but  he  nevertheless  thought  it  right,  and 
the  duty  of  the  Government,  to  create 
proper  machinery  for  bringing  the  land- 
lord and  tenant  together. 

Caitain  AYLMEK  said,  that  he  had 
put  an  Amendment  on  the  Paper,  with 
a  view  to  move  the  rejection  of  the  Bill, 
for  the  reasons  given  by  the  right  hon. 
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Oentloman  the  Member  for  Beading  tarfercd  directly  with  the  land,  but 
(Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre),  wjtli  whom  hu  should  have  endeavoured  to  have  dealt 
agreed  upon  the  subject.  He  would  not,  with  the  question  through  the  Land  Act. 
however,  press  the  Amendment.  At  the  ^  Sir  THOMAS  M'CLURE  said,  be 
same  time,  he  believed  there  were  great  cordiallj  supported  the  Bill  as  a  well- 
dangers  in  this  Bill.  The  right  hon.  .meant  effort  to  remedy  the  present  dead- 
Baronet  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  I  lock  in  the  land  market.  Ic  was  niost 
(Sir  William  Hart  Dyke)  stated  that  desirable  to  pass  &  measure  to  facilitate 
the  Bill  had  been  brought  in  because  .  the  purchase  of  their  holdings  by  oocu- 
the  measures  of  the  last  1>5  years  had  piers,  which  had  been  so  long  promised, 
proved  abortive.  Now,  he  (Captain  i  He  would  remind  the  House  that  great 
Aylmer)  considerod  that  the  measure  of  .  expectations  had  been  founded  in  Ire* 
1881  was  fully  as  liberal  as  any  Parlia- j  land  concerning  thia  measure,  and  it 
ment  ought  to  grant.  The  failure  of  i  would  be  impossible  to  estimate  the  dis* 
the  Bills  of  the  last  15  years  was  awing  |  appointment  that  would  follow  its  rejec- 
to  two  ciroumetances.    In  the  first  place, .  tion  by  Parliament.    The  Bill  was  ex- 


there  was  an  extraordinary  distnclina- 
tioD  on  the  part  of  Irish  tenants  for 
.  some  years  back  to  become  purchasers 
of  land.  He  had  made  many  inquiries, 
and  be  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
they  had  no  desire  to  become  purchasers. 
The  other  reason  for  the  failuro  was  be- 
e  the  system  of  officialism  and  red- 


tremely  liberal  in  its  provisions, 
afforded  an  easy  means  of  enabling  the 
landlord  to  sell  who  wished  to  do  so, 
and  the  tenant  to  buy  bis  property ; 
while  it  brought  to  bear  no  oompuleton 
on  either  party.  He  tberofore  trusted 
the  Bill  would  not  meet  with  serious 
opposition  from  any  part  of  the  House. 


tapeiem  which  prevailed  in  Dublin  pre-  [  Its  principles  had  been  advocated  in 
vented  purchases  being  carried  out  in  i  Ulster  by  gentlemen  representing  both 
any  reasonable  time.  They  had  been  j  political  Parties,  not  only  on  local 
told  that  this  Bill  had  been  brought  for-    grounds,  but  for  high  Imperial  t< 


ward   to   relieve    the    landlords.      The  [  He 

Duke   of   Argyll,  in  "another  pli 

said  that,  as  land  hod  been  made  un- '  Committee ;    but  he  would  exi 

saleable  in  Ireland,  it  was  only  just  to  j  hope  that  the  action  of  hon.  Members 


there  were  various  Amendments 
moved  when   the  Bill  got  into 


.pres 
Men 


le  Amendments  stood 


bring  in  a  Bill  which  would  make  it 

saleable.  He  (Captain  Aylmer)  himself  would  not  be  allowed  to  delay 
was  of  opinion  that  the  Bill  would  moke  danger  the  Bill, 
land  stiU  more  unsaleable  than  ever.  Mr.  MACABTNEY  said,  be  did  not 
He  had  the  greatest  wish  to  see  peasant  I  entertain  any  very  sanguine  expectations 
proprietors  established  in  Ireland  ;  but  I  of  the  success  of  the  measure ;  but  he 
wheu  they  were  going  to  make  them  { believed  it  to  be  an  honest  endeavour  to 
artificially  the  effect  would  be  quite  the  '  meet  a  difficulty,  and  he  hoped  it  might 
reverse  of  what  was  desired.  A  tenant !  succeed.  He  thought  the  sum  of  money 
who  had  to  pay  £100  a-year  ront  for  I  proposed  to  be  allocated  to  the  purpose 
land  would,  under  the  Bill,  have  to  pay  I  was  sufficient.  It  was  an  experiment, 
only  £75  a.ycar  for  a  given  time.  '.  and  if  it  succeeded  Parliament  would  be 
He  was  satisfied  that  when  that  was  |  willingtoincreasethesum.  Heobjectcd 
found  to  be  the  case  the  Land  Courts  I  to  its  beinp;  supposed  that  this  was  a 
would  be  unable  to  fix  a  rent  of  £100  i  landlords'  Bill.  For  the  first  time,  he 
a-year  for  that  land.  The  effect  of  that  believed,  in  the  legislation  of  this  coun- 
would  bo  to  reduce  its  value.  He  be-  try,  it  was  suggested  that  the  seller 
lieved  the  Bill  was  a  very  dangerous  ,  sliould  become  security  for  the  payment 
Bill,  and  that  it  was  full  of  pitfalls.  To  ,  of  the  purchase  money  by  the  buyer, 
make  the  Government  the  sols  landlord  ,  ["No,  no!"]  Well,  he  knew  of  no 
of  Ireland  would  be  dangerous  and  i  Act  in  which  that  principle  was  already 
anomalous,  and  put  them  into  a  position  I  embodied.  Was  it  to  be  supposed  that 
they  would  be  sorry  for.  But  as  he  felt '  the  tenant,  who  was  purchasing  a  farm 
assured  that,  at  that  late  period  of  the  for  £^00,  would  provide  the  fifth  part  of 
Session,  he  would  not  be  followed  into  '  the  money,  which  was  to  remain  in 
the  Lobby  by  more  than  two  or  three  the  hands  of  the  Land  Commissioners 
Members,  he  would  not  put  the  House  for  10  or  15  years?  Could  anyone  be- 
to  the  trouble  of  a  division.  He  thought  lieve  that  the  tenant  would  provide  the 
the  Government  should  not  have  inter-  I  £40?  Or  was  it  to  be  supposed  that  a 
Captain  Aylmer 
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third  party  would  come  in  between 
landlord  and  tenant  and  advance  the 
money  ?  Therefore,  the  security  must 
eome  from  the  landlord.  If  it  did  not 
oome  horn  him,  then  from  whom  else 
ooold  it  come  ?  And  if  the  security  was 
to  be  given  by  the  landlords,  what 
chance  was  there  of  the  I3ill  bein^ 
largely  availed  of?  He  was  not  at  all 
anrprised  that  those  who  held  property 
in  Ireland  and  England  should  be  de- 
sirous to  get  rid  of  the  Irish  property. 
Parliament  had  recently  inaugurated 
such  le^slation  towards  landed  property 
in  Ireland,  and  so  great  a  depreciation 
in  its  value  had  resulted  in  consequence, 
that  those  landowners  could  not  but 
think  that  at  some  future  time  Parlia- 
ment would  go  still  further.  The  land- 
lords of  Ireland  might  be  divided  into 
three  classes.  One  class  was  nearly 
hopelessly  insolvent,  and  the  Bill  could 
do  no  good  to  them.  There  was  a  second 
dasB,  who  were  mortgaged  heavily,  but 
not  too  deeply.  But  they  were  mort- 
gaged suffloiently  deeply  as,  with  the 
asaietance  of  the  late  legislation,  to  put 
them  in  a  very  precarious  pot>ition,  and 
leave  them  a  very  small  margin  to  live 
upon.     TTnlesa  these  men  got  a  fair 

Jrice  for  their  land  they  could  not  live, 
be  third  claes,  who  would  avail  them, 
selves  of  the  Bill,  would  be  compara- 
tively small  in  number.  The  position  of 
Irish  landlords  for  many  years  past  had 
been  anything  but  agreeable.  They 
had  been  deprived  of  t£eir  former  posi- 
tloD,  and  now  they  saw  Parliament  year 
by  year  reducing  the  amount  of  their 
rent.  It  had  been  said  that  it  was 
difficult  to  explain  why  land  was  un- 
saleable in  Ireland,  To  htm  the  expla- 
nation was  veryeimpla.  It  was  because 
of  the  constant,  persistent,  and  deter- 
mined agitation  kept  np  by  hon.  Qentle- 
meu  opposite  below  the  Opposition 
Gangway.  No  matter  what  Act  was 
passed  embodying  coDcessions,  they  im- 
mediately began  agitating  for  a  further 
one.  They  were  now  apparently  sitting 
in  a  moat  demure,  Iamb-like  attitude ; 
but  when  this  Bill  was  passed  they 
would  shortly  disperse  themselves  over 
Ireland  and  use  language  not  at  all 
suited  to  the  very  quiet  position  they  now 
assumed  ngainet  those  robbers,  rascals, 
and  murderers,  the  landowners.  They 
would,  no  doubt,  be  yet  heard  to  say  to 
those  who  came  to  hear  them—"'  What 
do  you  think  Parliament  has  done? 
Parliament  has  given  the  landlords  the 
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full  value  of  their  land.  Will  you 
stand  that?"  Of  course,  the  answer 
would  be  "  No,  no !  "  And  they  would 
also  be  asked  not  to  be  such  fools  as  to 
give  any  money  to  the  landlords,  when 
uiey  might  get  all  they  wanted  and 
reach  their  desired  end  by  following  the 
lead  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of 
Cork  [Mr.  Pamell).  They  would  be 
asked,  why  put  money  in  the  hands  of 
those  rascally  landlords  ?  Now,  what 
was  this  proposal  ?  He  would  examine 
it  briefly.  It  was,  he  believed,  in  effect, 
that,  by  purchasing  under  the  Act, 
every  tenant  should  not  only  get  his  own 
holding,  but  also  a  slice  of  somebody 
else's  grass  land.  The  House  must 
know  that  on  many  estates  in  Ireland 
there  were  tenants  who  had  large  farms, 
chiefly  gross  lands,  and  these  were  to  be 
found  in  Meath,  Mayo,  and  Galway. 
These  large  tenants,  as  he  understood 
it,  would,  under  the  operation  of  the 
Act,  be  ousted,  and  slices  of  these  large 
holdings  would  be  given  to  the  small 
tenants.  If  the  House  of  Commons 
sanctioned  anything  like  that,  he  could 
assure  them  that  there  would  be  much 
indignation  in  Ireland.  He  should  be 
extremely  glad  to  see  the  Bill  suooeed ; 
but  he  hoped  that  what  had  been  said 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Londonderry 
(Mr.  Lewis)  and  other  hon.  Members 
would  be  considered  by  the  Government, 
and  that  was  to  afford  eome  relief  to 
those  glebe  tenants  who  came  in  and 
purchased  under  the  Actof  1869.  Those 
tenants  purohosed  at  an  extremely  high 
rate — 24  or  25  years'  purchase — those 
terms  having  been  made  by  the  officials 
of  the  Church  Commissioners,  who  went 
round  and  valued,  and  made  the  tenants 
pay  through  the  nose  for  it.  These 
glebe  tenants  were  bound  under  very 
strict  terms,  and  if  they  failed  at  the  end 
of  a  half-year  to  pay  their  instalments 
they  received  notice  that  legal  proceed- 
ings would  be  taken  against  them.  He 
believed  that  many  of  them  bad  bor- 
rowed, not  only  the  fourth  part  of  the 
purchase  money  which  they  originally 
paid  down,  but  had  also  been  obliged  to 
borrow  since  to  pay  nj)  their  instal- 
ments. They  were,  therefore,  heavily 
charged  with  debt,  and  the  future  in 
store  for  them  was  a  very  gloomy  one 
indeed.  The  position  of  those  tenants 
would  bo  a  most  anomnloua  one  if  they 
were  not  included  in  the  Bill,  for  they 
would  bo  shut  out  from  the  benefits  of 
recent  legislation  and  become  so  many 
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pariahs,  so  fo  say.  Later  on  in  Com- 
mittee he  [Mr.  ifacartue}],  if  mu  onu 
else  did,  would  make  a  proposal  respect- 
ing these  tenaots,  which  he  hoped  the 
Government  would  accept,  as  it  would 
bring  these  t;lebe  tenants  under  the  Bill. 
Mb.  PARNELL  :  I  am  veiy  glad  to  see 
tli&t  the  opposition  of  the  Irish  landlords, 
as  represented  by  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  lor  the  County  Dublin  (Colonel 
Xiug-Harman)  and  the  hon.  and  gallant 
MomberforMaid8tone(CBptainAylmer), 
is  not  a  real  or  ainoero  one,  sod  that  it 
has  come  to  an  end ;  because  I  think  it 
would  hare  been  a  misfortune  if  this 
Bill,  subject  to  some  Amendments,  were 
not  to  be  passed  into  law  this  Session. 
There  seems  to  be  a  dispute  as  to  whe- 
ther the  Bill  is  more  in  favour  of  the 
landlords  or  of  the  tenants ;  and  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  the  action  of  hou. 
Gentlemen  who  put  down  Amendments 
to  the  Bill,  and  then  retreat  from  those 
Amendments,  shows  that,  in  their  opi- 
nion, they  consider  the  measure  is 
likely  to  be  more  in  favour  of  the  land- 
lords than  of  the  tenants.  However,  I 
do  not  propose  myself  to  express  auy 
opinion  upon  that  point,  and  will  only 
say  that  the  Bill  appears  to  me  to  offer 
faoilities  to  the  landlord  who  is  not  able 
to  sell  his  land  and  who  desires  to  do 
so,  to  find  a  purchaser  for  it ;  and  it  also 
appears  to  me  to  offer  facilities  to  a 
tenant  who  is  desirous  of  buying  his 
land  to  purchase  it  if  he  wishos  to  do 
so.  For  the  rest  I  will  only  say  that, 
judging  by  public  indications  and  ap- 

f>earances,  the  Irish  landowners  are 
ooking,  more  than  the  Irish  tenants, 
for  help  from  a  measure  of  this  kind  ; 
and  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  their 
attitude  is  a  wise  one,  end  that  if  tliey 
had  adopted  this  attitude  some  years 
ago,  however  much  worse  it  might  have 
been  for  the  tenants,  it  certainly  would 
not  have  been  any  the  worse  for  Item- 
selves.  Taking  the  whole  case  as  it 
stands,  looking  at  the  Bill  merely  sh  cs- 
perimental,  involving  only  the  e.tpendi- 
ture  of  a  comparatively  smaU  sum  of 
money— £5,000,000  sterling— I  cannot 
see  that  very  much  mischief  can  be 
done,  either  to  Irish  landlords  or  to 
Irish  tenants,  by  its  passage  ;  whereas, 
on  the  other  hand,  some  knowledge  may 
come  to  us,  from  the  experience  derived 
in  its  working,  which  may  tempt  all 
parties  interested  in  the  question — the 
tenants,  the  Government,  and  the  land- 
Mr.  Maearifuy 
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-to  go  further  in  the  future,  and 
perhaps  to  arrive  at  a  tinal  solution  of 
this  very  important  and  difficult  Land 
Question  in  Ireland.  With  regard  to 
the  details  of  the  Bill  to  which  I  object, 
I  would  simply  say  this — that  I  cannot 
understand  why  the  Government  desire 
to  take  from  ns  the  only  public  fund  we 
have  left  in  Ireland,  the  only  money  that 
we  have  left  for  any  purpose  whatever, 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  an  addi* 
tional  security  to  those  securities  which 
already  exist  in  abundance.  If  you  give 
tlie  Land  Commission,  the  body  wtiich 
is  to  be  entrusted,  practically  speaking, 
with  lending  the  money  to  those  desirous 
of  purchasing,  and,  therefore,  practically 
apeaking,  entrusted  with  the  duty  of 
preventing  too  high  a  priee  from  being 
given ;  if  you  give  to  them  the  Church 
Fund  to  fall  back  upon  as  an  eztra  secu- 
rity, the  inevitable  tendency  will  be  to 
allow  higher  prices  to  be  paid  for  farms 
than  prudence  would  dictate— the  Land 
Commission  will,  under  those  circum- 
stances, look  less  closely  into  the  secu- 
rity and  into  its  nature.  They  will  say 
that,  as  regards  that  portion  of  the  pur- 
chase money,  they  have  an  absolutely 
unimpeachable  security  to  fall  back 
upon ;  and  the  necessary  consequence 
will  be  that  the  Land  Commission  will 
be  inclined  to  give  a  higher  price,  or, 
rather,  allow  a  higher  price  to  be  given 
to  the  landowner  than  the  cironmstances 
of  the  time  and  other  matters  would 
prudently  permit.  The  same  thing  ap- 
plies to  the  retention  of  one-fifth  of  the 
purchase  money.  If  that  provision  be 
left  iu  the  Bill,  it  will  inevitably  form  a 
bone  of  contention  between  the  tenant 
and  the  landlord.  There  will  be  a 
tendency,  undoubtedly,  upon  the  part 
of  the  tenants  to  look  upon  that  one- 
fifth  us  a  portion  which  ought  to  be  dis- 
charged by  the  landlord  and  not  by  the 
tenaut ;  there  will  be  the  tendency  on 
their  part  to  borrow  on  the  land  more 
tlian  it  ia  entitled  to  by  tliat  operation, 
and  lo  turn  over  to  the  landowner  the 
loss  involved  to  that  extent.  I  think  it 
would  be  far  better  for  the  Government 
to  place  the  Land  Commission  in  the 
position  of  having  to  scrutinize  narrowly 
the  security  that  may  be  offered  them, 
and  the  price  that  will  have  to  be  paid, 
with  the  understanding,  on  the  part  of 
the  tenants,  that  the  price  they  now  say 
they  are  wilting  to  give  for  their  hold- 
ings, and  the  annual  instalmosta  neces- 
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utated   bj  that  price,  will    be  strictly  I  landlords    and    the  Iriah    tenants  vbn 


demanded  from  them  iu  the  future. 
The  hoD.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Tyrone  (Mr.  Uacartoe;;,  who  last  spoke, 
said  that  man;  of  us  do  not  desire  the 
landowners  to  set  anything  at  all  for 
their  land.  [Mr.  MxcABTifBY:  Hear, 
hear !]  I  will  tell  the  hon.  Gentleman 
what  I  desire  in  reference  to  this  matter. 
I  desire  that  the  tenants  should  not  pay 
anything  more  than  they  are  perfectly 
oertain  to  be  able  to  continue  the  pay- 
ment of  to  the  ijtate  as  annual  instal- 
ments hereafter;  and  I  think  that 
tenants  purchasing  in  these  times,  when 
there  is  so  great  a  depreciation  in  the 
price  of  agricultural  produce,  that  the 
only  remaining  articles  of  produce, 
batter  and  cattle,  have  fallen  in  value 
SO  per  cent  within  the  last  12  months, 
when  we  see  that  the  bottom  of  the  fall 
has  not  apparently  been  reached,  and 
that  the  downward  process  is  still  con- 
tinuing— I  say,  in  the  interests  of  public 
honour  and  morality,  in  the  interests  of 
the  State  and  of  the  taxpayers  of  this 
country,  as  well  as  iu  the  interests  of 
the  tenants  themselves,  we  should  warn 
them  not  to  incur  liabilities  which  they 
may  be  unable  hereafter  to  fulfil.  Let 
them  pay,  by  all  means,  a  fair  price  for 
their  holdings ;  but  let  them  not  be 
tempted  to  undertake  annual  payments 
which,  from  the    depreciation   in    the 

{irice  of  farm  produce,  it  may  he  abao- 
ntely  impossible  for  them  to  pay.  That 
is  the  view  that  I  take  of  this  question 
of  purchase.  I  have  always  held,  since 
making  my  entry  into  public  life,  that  it 
is  eminently  desirable  that  the  Irish 
I^nd  Question  should  be  settled  per- 
manently upon  the  basis  of  an  occupying 
ownership.  My  mind  has  not  at  all 
been  altered  by  the  passage  of  the  Land 
Act  of  1861.  I  do  not  think  that  the 
Irish  tenants  are  to  be  blamed  for  failing 
to  purchase  their  holdings.  Up  to  the 
present  moment  they  have  been  occupied 
m  getting  their  rents  fL'ced  in  the  Land 


have  to  face  this  question  of  agricultural 
depression ;  and  if  you  leave  in  the  Bill 
inducements,  such  as  the  security  of  the 
Church  Funds,  or  the  retention  of  one- 
fifth,  you  inevitably  offer  inducements 
to  all  parties  to  agree  to  the  paying  of 
too  high  a  figure  for  the  land;  and  if 
the  holdings  are  purchased  at  too  high 
a  price  the  difiioulties  of  the  tenant  will 
be  proportionately  increased,  and  that 
may  he  the  result  of  offering  the  further 
guarantee.  As  this  is  to  be  an  experi- 
mental measure  only  tentatively  dealing 
with  the  question,  and  as  possibly  larger, 
much  larger,  measures  may  hereafter 
spring  out  of  it,  if  it  succeeds,  I  am 
obliged  to  feel  the  greatest  anxiety  that, 
whatever  is  done  under  this  Bill,  if  it 
become  an  Act,  should  be  done  well, 
and  that  no  loss  should  result  to  the 
pubUo  from  the  expenditure  of  these 
miilions  of  money.  It  is  evident,  if  the 
Land  Question  is  to  be  settled  on  the 
basis  of  purchase,  the  advance  by  the 
State  will  have  to  be  very  large ;  and  it 
would  be  a  very  poor  encouragement  for 
the  jBnglish  taxpayers  and  Irish  farmers 
if  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  were, 
under  the  surrounding  oircumstances  in 
Ireland,  to  tempt  the  latter  to  pay  an 
impossible  price  for  their  holdings,  a 
price  at  which  they  would  not  be  able 
to  keep  up  the  annual  instalments  here- 
after ;  and  I  hope,  therefore,  there  will 
be  no  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Land 
Judges  to  bolster  up  the  value  of  land 
artificially,  or  to  refuse  fair  and  reason* 
able  offers  from  the  tenants  of  those 
encumbered  estates  in  Ireland  with 
regard  to  the  purchase  of  their  holdings. 
I  think  the  Irish  tenants  should  be 
treated,  at  least,  as  reasonably  in  this 
matter  as  the  land  jobbers  were  in 
the  bad  times  of  1817  and  1846. 
There  was  then  no  attempt  on  the  part 
of  the  Land  Judges  artificially  to  bolster 
up  the  price  of  land,  and  estates  were  put 
the  open  market,  and  knocked  down 


ind  immediately  after  the  rents    to  the  highest  bidder.      I  think  that 


have  been  fixed  has  come  this  great 
depression  in  the  prices  of  agricultural 
produce,  which  will  undoubtedly  make 
it  exceedingly  difficult  for  many  of  the 
tenants,  if  the  depression  remains  per- 
manent, to  pay  the  judicial  rents.  Tliere- 
fore  there  is  further  need  of  caution  and 
deliberation  on  their  part  before  they 
purchase  and  involve  the  State  in  their 
misfortunes.     At  present  it  is  the  Irish 
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ihould  be  to  some  extent  the  case  on 
the  present  occasion.  If  that  principle 
be  adopted  now,  and  tenants  are  tempted 
to  come  forward,  I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  deadlock  in  the  land  market  will 
soon  be  terminated,  and  such  prices  will 
be  given  by  the  tenants  for  their  hold- 
ings as  will  be  fair,  and  as  will  render 
it  possible  that  they  will  have  a  reason- 
able hope  of  being  able  to  pay  hereoEtei 
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tlie  inatalments  fixed  upon.  Another 
matter  vas  mentioned  in  :he  course  of 
this  discuaeion  which.  I  should  like  to 
allude  to.  It  is  the  important  question 
of  the  ^lebe  tenants.  Appeals  have  been 
made  bj  hon.  Gentlemen  on  both  aides 
of  the  House  that  the  purchasers  under 
the  Church  Act,  who  bought  their  hold- 
ings at  a  much  higher  rate  than  those 
contemplated  by  this  Bill,  should  be  put 
in  the  same  position  as  purchasers  under 
this  Bill.  Now,  these  puiohasera  were 
divided  into  two  olasses — there  were  per- 
■onswho  came  forward  and  bought  land 
over  the  heads  of  the  tenants  in  the 
Open  markat,  and  who  were  aasiated  by 
the  funds  of  the  State  to  do  so,  and 
there  were  those  bond  fidt  tenants  who 
purchased  their  own  holdings.  In  re- 
spect of  the  first  class  of  persons,  I  do 
not  see  how  you  can  fairly  ask  that  a 
Bill,  which  is  intended  to  enable  tenants 
to  become  the  owners  of  their  holdings 
on  more  reasonable  terma,  should  be  bo 
stretched  in  its  proTisiona  so  aa  to  en- 
able land  speculators,  admittedly  men 
who  bought  land  in  the  open  market  aa 
an  investment  and  speculation,  to  obtain 
better  terms  than  those  bargained  for. 
On  the  other  hand,  I  admit  I  should  he 
very  glad  if  the  Qovernineat  could  see 
their  way  to  give  honA  fide  occupying 
tenants  who  purohaaed  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Irish  Ohuroh  Act  the  same 
terms  that  this  Bill  proposes  to  give. 
These  tenants  undoubtedly  bought  at  a 
very  high  price  —  occupying  tenants 
bought,  I  think,  at  an  average  of.  two 
years'  higher  purchase  than  the  ordinary 

fiurchaaer  gave  for  the  same  class  of 
and  at  the  time.  I  think  that  ordinary 
purchasers  who  were  not  tenants  bought 
on  an  average  of  22  or  2'2J  years'  pur- 
chase, and  I  think  the  occupying  ten- 
ants were  obliged  to  pay  23}  or  24 
years'  purchase.  In  that  way  they  paid 
a  higher  price,  and  their  annual  instal- 
ments were  higher.  However,  I  would 
certainly  not  reduce  in  any  way  the 
terma  they  have  oovenanted  to  give ; 
but  I  would  give  them  the  advantages 
of  this  Bill,  so  far  as  the  terms  of  repay- 
ment go  and  the  interest.  In  this  way 
you  oould  gradually  lighten  the  Tery 
heavy  burden  which  they  are  suffering 
from.  From  24  and  23}  years'- purchase 
a  lower  price  has  ensued,  which  has 
gone  down  to  20  yeats'  purchase.  I  do 
not  think,  therefore,  you  ought  to  re- 
duce the  amount  of  purchase  money 
3£r.  Parnfll 


which  they  consented  to  give,  because 
the  fund  that  you  gave  it  to  is  a  public 
one.  But  neither  the  Imperial  Exche- 
quer nor  the  Church  Fund  need  suffer 

the  slightest  degree  by  the  interest 
the  purchase  money  being  reduced, 
as  it  may  be,  by  an  arrangement  be- 
tween the  Treasury  and  the  Chnroh 
Commissioners,  to  enable  the  Chnrch 
Commissioners  to  borrow  at  the  lower 
rate  provided  for  in  this  Bill,  I  am 
glad  that  there  has  been  no  political 
acrimony  eicited  by  the  introduction  of 
the  measure.  I  am  also  glad  to  see 
that  the  Conservative  Party  have  so 
far  been  educated  on  the  iknd  Ques- 
tion as — I  will  not  say  to  settle  it  on 
the  lines  of  the  Land  League,  because 
his  very  small  measure  of  £5,000,000 
iterling  cannot  be  conaidered  in  any 
sense  as  even  an  attempt  to  settle  the 
Land  Question — I  would,  however,  re- 
mind the  House  that  the  much-abased 
Land  League  was  formed  first  to  do 
away  with  rack  rents  and  prevent  land- 
lord oppression  and  eviction  ;  and, 
secondly,  to  enable  every  occupying 
tenant  to  become  the  owner  of  his  hold- 

g  upon  fair  terma,  objects  for  which 
no  abuse  or  ridicule  was  thought  to  be 
too  strong  at  the  time,  but  which,  I  am 
glad  to  say.  now  appear  to  be  becoming 
rapidly  absorbed  into  the  political  creed 
of  the  Conservative  Party.  I  trust  that 
this  Bill,  so  far  as  it  goes  and  when 
amended,  may  enable  the  tenants  to  be- 
come the  owners  of  their  holdings. 

Mb.  CliABE  HEAD  said,  that,  as  an 
English  county  Member,  he  must  excuse 
himself  for  speaking  on  the  subject  of 
the  Bill,  upon  the  ground  that  for  15 
years  he  had  not  uttered  a  word 
in  that  House  on  the  Irish  Land 
Question.  When  the  Land  Bill  of 
1870  was  introduced,  he  endeavoured 
to  prove  that,  instead  of  extending 
the  Ulster  tenant  right  to  the  whole 
of  Ireland,  they  ought  to  go  in  at  once 
for  State-aided  peasant  proprietorship. 
That  he  was  right  at  that  time  was  evi- 
dent from  thofact  that  after  experiencing 
the  working  of  the  Acts  of  1870  and 
1881,  they  bad  found  it  would  be  much 
better  that  there  should  be  a  solid  landed 
proprietorship,  and  that  those  who  culti- 
vated ahould  own  the  land,  rather  than 
there  should  be  a  sort  of  bastard  owner- 
ship which  had  existed  during  the  lost  t.'i 
years.  At  the  same  time,  unleea  those 
who  purchased  their  hotdinga  ahuw«d  a 
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greater  amount  of  assiduity  and  hard 
work  thou  he  thought  was  generally 
practised  bj'someof  the  small  tenants  of 
Ireland,  he  feared  that  they  would  not 
Bucoeed  as  well  as  the  House  desired. 
There  could  not  be  a  worse  system  than 
prerailed  in  Ireland  at  present,  as  far  as 
conoemed  the  interests  of  both  landlord 
and  tenant.  Irish  tenants,  vith  the  ex- 
ception of  those  who  first  acquired  tbe 
tenant  right,  were  really  under  two 
renU;  for  tbe  interest  of  the  money 
locked  up  in  tbe  purchase  of  the  tenant 
right  was  a  second  rent  paid  by  the  ten- 
ant from  which  he  could  not  escape,  and 
the  liability  passed  from  one  occupier  to 
another.  The  hon.  Member  for  Tyrone 
(Mr.  Macartney)  had  told  them  that,  in 
some  instances,  the  tenant  right  was 
worth  more  than  the  fee  simple.  There 
were  three  interests  involved  in  the  cul- 
tiration  of  land,  although  they  might  all 
exist,  in  some  instances,  ia  the  same  per- 
son. There  tras  the  man  who  supplied 
the  dead  eapital,  the  man  who  supplied 
the  working  capital,  and  the  man  who 
did  the  labour.  All  three  might  be 
rolled  into  one— the  peasant  proprietor 
— but  etill  they  must  co-eiiat.  How- 
ever well  he  might  cultivate  the  land, 
the  only  way  in  which  a  small  farmer, 
whether  owner  or  occupier,  could  suc- 
ceed, was  to  do  the  work  of  two  agricul- 
tural labourers  and  live  at  the  expense 
of  one.  In  that  case,  if  tbe  Irish  peasant 
could  ful6l  those  conditions,  the  Bill 
might  be  a  sucoess.  Th^e  was  much 
point  in  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Pamell) 
with  respect  to  a  probable  fall  in  prices. 
The  hon.  Member  had  said  that,  in  the 
last  few  few  months,  stock  had  fallen  50 
per  cent.  He  (Mr.  Clare  Read)  was  not 
aware  of  any  such  fall  in  England, 
though  prices  had  undoubtedly  gone 
down.  But  in  this  there  lay  a  great 
danger,  and  in  a  few  years  the  pur- 
obasing  tenants  might  find  themselves 
as  owners  iu  a  much  worse  condition 
than  their  tenant  neighbours.  He  be- 
lieved the  Bill  was  the  only  possible 
corollary  to  the  two  Irish  Land  Acta ; 
bat  he  could  not  endorse  its  principle, 
nor  could  he  give  it  support  upon  any 
ground  of  political  economy ;  but  as 
to  its  expediency  there  could  be  no 
doubt.  Therefore,  under  the  present 
oiraumstances,  he  hoped  it  would  become 
law  as  speedily  as  possible,  although  it 
would  add  another  page  to  our  history. 


hereby  the  State  would  become,  in  a 
lore  real  sense  than-ever,  the  father  of 
the  people. 

Mr.  TH0MA8S0X  said,  that  he 
shared  in  the  anxiety  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell) 
lest  tenants  under  this  Bill  should  en- 
gage to  pay  too  high  rents  for  the  next  49 
years.  Even  if  the  freehold  were  bought 
at  20  years'  purchase,  the  tenant  would 
pay  less  than  his  present  rent  by  way  of 
instalments,  and  in  about  10  years  the 
State  would  lose  the  security  of  one- 
Gfth  the  price  deposited  at  the  time  of 
the  purchase.  Then,  about  the  same 
period,  would  come  the  revision  of  rente, 
as  the  15  years'  term  of  judicial  rent 
would  then  be  on  the  point  of  expira- 
tion. If  rents  should  tJien  be  still  fur- 
ther reduced,  serious  discontent  would 
arise  among  the  purchasers  under  tbe 
present  Bill,  for  the  tenants  who  took 
advantage  of  it,  and  bound  themselves 
for  49  years  to  pay  a  certain  rent  to  the 
State,  might  find  themselves  in  a  very 
much  worse  position  than  those  of  their 
neighbours  who  might  have  their  rents 
considerably  reduced.  That  being  the 
case,  there  would  be  great  danger  that 
the  State  would  not  receive  the  rents 
agreed  upon,  so  that  the  loss  would  fall 
upon  tbe  British  taxpayers.  ["  Oh,  oh ! "} 
As  an  EngUsh  Member,  he  was  entitled 
to  take  into  consideration  tbe  possible 
effect  of  the  Bill  upon  the  British  tax- 
payers. The  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
ObancelloroftheExchequer(tJir  Michael 
Hicks-Beach)  had  hinted  at  the  possi- 
bility of  an  increase  of  the  duty  on  tea  ; 
and  it  was  possible  that  every  house- 
bolder  in  the  town  be  (Mr.  Thomasson) 
represented,  and  in  the  Xingdom  also, 
might  hereafter  find  that  he  had  to  pay 
an  increased  duty  upon  that  article  in 
order  to  make  up  the  loss  to  the  Eache- 
quer  from  tbe  failure  of  Irish  tenants  to 
perform  their  contracts.  Many  of  these 
householders  wore  women,  who  were 
unrepresented,  but  whose  interests  the 
House  ought  not  the  less  to  consider. 
The  State  was  running  a  great  risk  in 
this  Bill.  It  was  buying  a  rent  chat^e 
I  of  3V  per  cent,  while  running  tbe  risk 
I  that  iu  lOyears'  time  the  rents  on  which 
it  was  based  would  not  be  paid.  He  was 
afraid  that  the  worst  of  such  a  state  of 
things  would  be  that  the  idle  and  thrift- 
less among  the  tenants  would  be  bene- 
fited at  tbe  expense  of  tbe  more  industri- 
ous and  of  the  English  taxpayer,  and  that 
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the  measure  would  produce  di'content  |  relitlionswere  established  betweenlaud- 
'nlreland.     He  would  much  raiher  that  i  lords  aud  teuaots  in  Irelanil.     Indeed, 


the  rents  of  the  industrioua  teoants  who 
bad  invested  their  money  in  their  formB 
should  be  reduced  bj  a  revision  of  the 
Healy  Clause  of  the  Land  Act  than  that 
the  question  should  he  dealt  with  as  was 
proposed  under  this  Bill.  It  had  been 
frequently  remarked  that  the  Bill  was 
merely  an  experimental,  and  not  a  final 
one ;  but,  in  his  opinion,  there  had  been 
more  than  enough  of  experiments  of  this 
nature,  and  he  was  afraid  that  consider- 
able danger  might  result  from  the  mea- 
sure. For  instance,  if  it  were  largely 
taken  advantage  of,  the  State  would  be- 
come the  landlord  of  a  lai^  part  of 
Ireland,  which  was  a  most  undesirable 
position  for  the  6tate  to  be  in,  as  it 
would  have  to  exact  the  rents  to  the 
uttermost  farthing  in  justice  to  the  Bri- 
tish taxpayer,  which  would  increase  the 
difficulties,  already  great,  of  governing 
the  country.  It  would,  In  his  opinion, 
be  wiser  not  to  try  any  further  experi* 
ments  in  this  direction,  but  to  have  post- 
poned the  consideration  of  a  measure 
aealing  with  euoh  targe,  importaat,  aud 
complicated  interests,  leaving  the  ques- 
tion to  be  dealt  with  by  the  new  Par- 
liament if  it  was  considered  that  the 
present  Parliament  had  not  solved  it 
satisfactorily. 

8iK  HEEVET  BEUCE  said,  he  rose 
to  express  a  hope  that  whoever  con- 
cluded the  debate  ou  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment would  give  the  House  some 
asBuranoe  that  those  landowners  who 
purchased  their  land  for  residential  and 
not  for  speculative  purposes  under  the 
provisionsof  the  Act  of  1870,  and  also  the 
purchasers  of  glebe  lands,  would  be 
favourably  considered  under  the  Bill. 
He  thought,  however,  that,  ia  respect  to 
those  persons,  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Farnell)  was  quite 
right  in  drawing  a  line  of  distinction 
between  those  who  bought  land  for 
speculation  and  tenants  who  bond  fidt 
purchased  their  holdingx.  The  latter, 
it  seemed  to  him  (Sir  Hervey  Bruce), 
deserved  the  same  treatment  as  if  they 
bad  purchased  now.  He  was  glad  that 
the  Bill  bad  been  introduced  by  the  pro- 


be thought  that  if  the  sentiments  and 
opinions  contained  in  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  were 
carried  out  the  Bill  might  be  the  be- 
ginning of  better  days  for  Ireland,  by 
doing  much  to  place  die  Land  Question 
in  that  country  upon  a  more  satisfactory 
footing. 

Ma.  FINDLATER  said,  he  moat 
heartily  approved  of  the  Bill,  which,  in 
his  opinion,  would  confer  a  great  boon 
upon  the  people  of  Ireland.  Its  pro- 
visions were  good,  and  with  some  slight 
but  necessary  Amendments  it  might  be 
made  a  good  workioe  measure.  In  the 
belief  that  it  would  De  a  boon  to  both 
parties,  he  desired  to  see  it  pass  as  soon 
as  possible;  and,  so  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerned, he  would  aid  its  paes^e  by 
making  it  as  perfect  as  posaibte.  With 
that  object  he  should  make  several  sug- 
gestions to  the  tioyemment  when  the 
Bill  reached  the  Committee  stage. 

Mr.  OBEOOHY  said,  he  hoped  that 
before  the  debate  closed  Her  Majesty's 
Qovemment  would  announce  their  in- 
tention of  standing  by  their  proposal  to 
reserve  one-fifth  of  the  purchase  money. 
After  the  best  consideration  he  could 
give  to  the  subject,  he  did  not  think  the 
Uovernment  would  be  justified,  consider- 
ing their  duty  to  the  country,  in  giving 
up  the  security  constituted  hy  the  re- 
tention of  that  money.  It  must  be  re- 
membered that  the  terms  ofiered  by  the 
Government  in  this  Bill  were  of  per- 
fectly unexampled  liberality.  No  com- 
pany or  association  of  capitalists  in  the 
City  of  London  would  advance  money 
on  such  terms.  By  the  Bill  money  was 
lo  be  advanced  for  the  purchasers  under 
it  at  4  per  cent,  which  was  not  merely 
interest,  but  sinking  fund ;  whereas  he 
ventured  to  assert,  with  great  confidence, 
that  no  one  would  lend  moneyon  an  Irish 
eocurily  under  h  pet  cent  for  interest 
alone.  That  being  so,  the  Qovemment 
were  entitled  to  have  every  possible  secu- 
rity for  the  repayment  of  their  advances ; 
nay,  more,  they  were  bound  to  demand 
it,  for  they  were  Trustees  of  the  public, 
whose  interest  they  were  bound  to  pro- 


sent  Government ;  for,  although  he  did  |  teet.     Their  duty  involved  the  exaction 


not  think  it  by  any  means  a  perfect 
or  one  which  would  at  once  solve  the 
problem  of  the  Irish  Land  Question, 
still  it  was  the  thin  edge  of  tlie  wedge, 
which  might  be  driven  home  until  better 
Mr.  ThainaHon 


proper  guarantee  for  their  advances. 
AVhat,  then,  was  the  guarantee  which 
the  Bill  provided  ?  It  was  simply  the 
retention  of  a  certain  amount  of  the  pur- 
chase money.     During  the  10  years  the 
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had  given  tbe  OoTemment  some  aseist* 
ance  in  oarrjio^  out  their  Bill.  It  was 
not  his  ioteation  to  enter  into  the  de- 
tails ;  but  he  wished  to  state  vhat  would 
be  probably  the  views  entertained  by 
theGoTernmentof  the  sugg^stioDS  which 
had  been  made.    The  Bill  dealt  with  the 

3uestion  from  two  points  of  view.  It 
ealt  first  with  the  machinery  by  which 
it  was  expected  that  tbe  tenant  mirht 
be  able  to  seoure  the  fee  simple  of  his 
holding ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  with 
the  means  by  which  he  could  procure 
the  purchase  money.  As  to  tiie  first 
point — tbe  machinery — that  was  to  say, 
the  tribunal  to  which  tbe  carrying  out 
of  the  measure  was  to  be  entrusted — he 
oould  not  agree  with  his  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Friend  the  Member  for  Dublin 
County  (Oolonel  Eing-Harman)  that  it 
would  be  wise  to  place  the  duty  on  the 
old  Landed  Estates  Court.  He  admitted 
that  it  was  a  Court  fully  competent  to 
deal  with  this  question ;  but  without,  in 
any  way,  speaking  to  its  disparagement, 
he  oould  not  help  feeling  that  the  mea- 
sure would  not  be  carried  out  as  well,  if 
left  to  that  Court,  as  if  it  were  entrusted 
to  the  Special  Commissioners  who  would 
be  appointed  under  the  Bill.  Tbe  Judges 
and  officers  of  tbe  Landed  Estates  Court 
were  in  tbe  hnbit  of  trying  large  oases ; 
and  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  they, 
who  were  mainly  engaged  in  dealing 
with  large  estates,  would  be  able  to  de- 
scend and  adjudioate  upon  matters  con- 
nected with  the  transfer  of  the  small 
holdings  between  landlords  and  tenants. 
Then,  if  the  Government  left  it  in  the 
hands  of  the  Land  Oommissioners  in 
Ireland,  he  did  not  think  the  Bill  would 
be  carried  out  very  vigorously ;  because 
they  had  already  in  hand  more  work 
than  they  would  be  able  to  do  in  an 
effective  way  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
their  duties.  They  were  appointed  ori- 
ginally to  fix  the  rent  of  land  between 
the  landlord  and  the  tenant ;  and  they 
had  large  arrears  of  work  on  hand, 
which  they  were  not  likely  to  get  rid  of 
for  a  long  time  to  oome.  IJnder  all 
those  circumstances,  the  Government 
thought  it  best  to  appoint  two  Commis- 
sioners, to  form  a  special  tribunal  for 
carrying  out  this  measnre.  Objection 
had  been  taken  because  their  names  had 
not  been  published  to  tbe  House.  Be- 
fore tbe  second  reading  of  a  Bill  was 
surely  not  the  time  to  announce  the 
names  of  the  gentlemen  whose  appoint- 
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portion  of  the  purchase  money  thus  re* 
tained  oould  be  assigned,  charged,  or 
otherwise  made  available  as  a  security 
by  the  person  to  whom  it  belonged.  He 
did  not  think  that  an  unfair  arrange- 
ment; and,  in  the  interest  of  the  tax- 
payer, he  thought  it  ought  to  be  main- 
tained. He  would  again  repeat  the 
hope  that  before  the  debate  closed  they 
would  have  some  assurance  from  the 
Government,  and  it  would  be  main- 
tained. Then  as  to  mortgages,  which 
were  one  of  the  difficulties  he  saw  in  the 
working  of  the  measnre,  the  Govern- 
ment might  desire  to  purchase  certain 
portions  of  a  mortgaged  estate.  If  they 
paid  the  money  to  tbe  landlord,  the 
estate  would  not  thereby  be  discharged 
from  the  mortgage.  The  Government 
would  have  to  consider  how  that  was  to 
be  met,  and  he  thought  they  would  bare 
to  place  themselves  in  such  coses  in  the 
position  of  the  mortgagee,  by  paying  off 
the  mortgage  and  taking  an  assignment 
of  it.  He  wished  every  success  to  the 
measure ;  but  be  was  not  very  sanguine 
as  to  the  results  that  would  flow  from  it. 
He  hoped  it  would  lead  to  a  settlement 
of  tbe  Land  Question  in  Ireland  ;  but  he 
was  afraid  that  it  would  only  increase 
the  demands  of  the  tenants,  to  whom  so 
much  had  been  given.  Ten  years  hence, 
when  rents  were  revised,  as  they  were 
to  be  under  the  Land  Aot  of  the  late 
Government,  they  might  be  reduced; 
and  then  the  tenants  who  bad  purchased 
under  that  Bill  on  the  basijs  of  the  ex- 
isting rente  might  think  that  they  had 
made  a  bad  bargain,  and  had  paid  too 
much,  and  is  that  case  there  might  be 
a  revival  of  irritation  and  discontent. 
That,  however,  to  a  great  extent,  was  a 
matter  of  speculation,  and,  at  all  events, 
of  opinion.  What  he  confessed  did 
seem  to  him  certain  was  that  the  Oo- 
Temment were  bound  by  their  duty  to 
the  taxpayer  of  this  country  to  take 
every  precaution  that  no  loss  to  him 
should  accrue  from  the  present  measure. 
The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Hr.  Holhbb)  said,  he 
thought  the  Qovemment  might  feel 
satisfied  with  the  almost  unanimous  ap- 
proval with  which  tbe  Bill  had  been  re- 
ceived by  Irish  Members  on  both  sides 
of  the  House  ;  and,  so  far  as  the  criticism 
which  hod  been  passed  upon  it  was  con- 
cerned, it  would  encourage  them  to  press 
the  Bill  on  with  as  much  expedition  as 
possible.      He  thought  tbe  discussion 
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inent  depended  eolely  upoa  tbe  pBesin; 
of  that  Bill.  Before  a  poeition  of  tbis 
kind  could  be  accepted  by  a  gentleman 
with  credit  to  bimaelf,  he  must  have  an 
assurance  tbat  tbe  OoTernment  were  in 
earneet  and  would  pass  tbe  Bill.  TlDder 
the  Land  Actof  1S81,  tbe  names  of  the 
Commiasionera  were  not  announced  until 
after  a  later  stage  than  that  at  which  he 
hoped  to  mention  the  names  of  the  two 
gentlemen  who  would  be  selected  under 
the  Bill.  As  the  GoTcmment  were 
anxious  that  the  Bill  should  be  effi- 
ciently carried  out,  tbe  House  could  rest 
assured 'that  tbey  would  only  appoint 
gentlemen  who  were  fully  qualifieil  to 
disobarge  their  duties  zealously  and  with 
ability,  and  who  would  receire  and  re- 
tain the  confidence  of  the  publio  and  of 
the  Executive.  There  was  a  provision 
of  the  Bill  which  had  not  been  referred 
to,  and  which  be  considered  a  very  valu- 
able one.  The  Executive  had  taken 
power  to  transfer  some  of  the  officers 
from  the  Landed  Estates  Court  to  the 
Land  Commission,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  out  the  investigation  of  titles. 
These  officials  would  bring  a  large 
amount  of  accumulated  knowledge  to 
the  work.  As  to  the  provision  which 
the  Bill  made  for  enabling  the  tenant  to 
purchase,  refer«ice  had  been  made  to 
the  guarantee  as  a  condition  precedent 
to  the  purchase  money  being  advanced. 
It  was  obvious  tbat  the  State  ought  to 
be  in  a  position,  when  enabling  tenants 
to  purchase  their  holdings,  to  take  care 
tbat  it  should  be  protected  from  loss, 
especially' when  it  was  advancing  so 
much  as  £5,000,000.  It  would  be  a 
rash  and  imprudent  thing  to  ask  that 
the  advance  should  be  made,  unless 
there  was  some  guarantee  that  the  State 
should  not  suffer.  They  had  made  two 
provisions  in  tbis  regard ;  one  was  that 
tbe  vendor  should  allow  a  part  of  the 
money  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  the 
Commissioners.  But  this  would  only 
remain  till  such  time  as  the  purchaser 
had  paid  instalments  equal  to  the  amount 
left  by  tbe  vendor.  The  tenant's  interest 
would  then  become  the  guarantee.  When 
the;  asked  that  this  one-fifth  was  to  be 
retained,  they  did  not  ask  that  it  should 
be  retained  without  making  some  return 
to  tbe  landlord  or  the  vendor.  He 
would  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  3  per  cent, 
and  at  the  same  time  he  would  not  be 
entirely  deprived  of  the  use  of  his  capi- 
tal ;  for  if  the  country  was  prosperous, 
Tilt  Attornei/  Gttieratfar  Ireland 
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and  the  tenant  paid  up  his  instalments 
punctually,  the  landlord  could  raise 
money  on  the  security  of  that  fifth, 
which  had  been  retained  ;  bo  that,  while 
it  was  being  retained  by  the  Stat«  as  a 
security,  he  would  be  receiving  an  ad- 
vantage from  it,  and  would  he  enjoying 
it.  With  reference  to  the  next  guaran- 
tee, the  Church  Surplus  Fund,  there 
had  been  some  adverse  criticism.  The 
sum  now  vested  in  the  Cburoh  Tempo- 
ralities Commission  amounted  to  some- 
thing between  £600,000  and  £700,000. 
He  hoped  it  would  not  be  necessary 
to  resort  to  that  at  all,  and  that  this 
fund  would  still  remain  for  such  Na- 
tional purposes  as  Parliament  might 
be  disposed  to  apply  it  to.  Should  it, 
unfortunately,  be  necessary  to  use  it,  it 
seemed  to  him,  and  to  the  Oovemment 
as  well,  that  it  was  a  most  natural  thing 
to  apply  this  National  Irish  Fund  to  an. 
Irish  object  when  required.  Advene 
criticism  came  principally  from  his  hon. 
and  gallant  Friend  the  Member  for 
Dublin  County,  who  had  declared  that 
tbe  Bill  was  likely  to  be  abortive,  or  a 
"sham,"  as  he  described  it;  but  there 
was  one  answer  to  his  criticism  about 
tbe  £S,000,000.  They  must  remember 
that  they  were  now  at  the  and  of  a 
Parliament,  and  on  the  eve  of  a  Oener&l 
Election,  and  they  would  shortly  have  a 
Parliament  elected  by  different  constitu- 
encies to  those  which  had  hitherto 
elected  Members,  and  it  would  not  be 
desirable  to  apply  a  larger  amount  of 
State  funds  than  was  likely  to  be  ab- 
sorbed in  the  interim.  If  tbe  Bill  was 
a  success,  he  believed  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  getting  further  funds,  fie 
wished  to  make  one  other  remark,  and 
that  had  reference  to  the  tenants  who 
bad  already  purchased  under  the  Acts 
of  1870  and  1661,  also  tbe  glebe  tenants 
who  purchased  under  the  Church  Actof 
1869.  He  assured  hon.  Members  that 
tbis  matter  had  received  tbe  considera- 
tion of  tbe  Government ;  but  the  more 
they  considered  it  the  greater  were  the 
difficulties  which  oon^nted  them.  It 
would  always  be  an  argument  against 
doing  anything  to  say  that  there  was  a 
certain  number  of  others  who  bad  pur- 
chased in  antecedent  years  under  other 
circumstances.  The  tenants  who  pur- 
chased under  the  Acts  be  had  referred 
to  paid  their  purchase  money  under  the 
law  as  it  existed.  It  would  be  wholly 
impoBsihle  for  the  Government  to  reduce 
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the  amountB  paid  by  those  tenants,  and 
lie  thought  there  would  be  the  ^eatest 
difficulty  in  reducing  the  iaterest.  No 
doubt,  howeTer,  eomethicg  might  be 
done,  and  it  was  a  matter  whioh  would 
coDtinue  to  receive  the  earueet  attention 
of  the  Qovernment.  It  had  been  said 
by  some  that  this  was  a  landlords'  Bill, 
and  by  others  that  it  was  a  tenants'  Bill. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  the  great  re- 
commendation of  the  Bill  was  that  it 
was  neither  a  landlords'  Bill  nor  a 
tenants'  Bill,  but  that  it  was  a  Bill  from 
which  both  landlords  and  tenanta  might 
deriTe  oertain  advantages  if  they  availed 
themselves  of  it.  He  wished  to  point 
out,  what  had  been  already  pointed  out 
by  the  hou.  Members  for  County  Lon- 
donderry (Ur.  Lewis)  and  for  Mouaghao 
(Mr.  Findlater),  that  although  this  Bill 
might  not  be  perfect  in  every  part,  yet 
if  the  House  approved  the  principle  the 
best  way  to  euIow  the  principle  to  be 
carried  out  was  to  permit  the  Bill  to 
pass  a  second  reading,  and  to  make  such 
Amendments  as  were  necessary  in  Com- 
mittee. A  Bill  might  be  killed  either 
by  active  opposition  or  by  protracted 
discnsaion ;  but  he  hoped  that  bon. 
Uembers  would  see  in  this  Bill  the 
germ  of  an  earuest  effort  to  do  some- 
thing for  Ireland,  and  would  therefore 
withdraw  their  opposition  in  order  that 
ita  merits  might  bo  tested,  and  that, 
therefore,  they  would  permit  the  Bill  to 
pass.  Aa  he  had  been  permitted  to  say 
■o  much,  he  might,  perhaps,  add  a  hope 
that  as  the  House  had  now  spent  a  very 
oonsiderable  ticae  in  dtscusBiog  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  measure,  and  aa  the  Ot>vem- 
ment  intended  to  put  down  the  next 
stage  for  an  early  day,  hon.  Mombera 
would  now  allow  the  discussioa  to  cease, 
and  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  to  be 
taken. 

Mk. SAMUEL  SMITH:  Iwishtocon- 
gratnlate  the  House  on  the  introduction 
of  this  Bill,  and  I  do  so  as  representing  a 
constituency  having  a  large  Irish  popu- 
lation, in  whom  I  take  a  very  keen 
interest.  The  Bill  is  a  genoroua  Bill, 
and  in  that  respect  it  is  politio,  for  all 
legislation  dealing  with  Ireland,  in  order 
to  be  politic,  ought  to  be  generous.  The 
Bill,  in  my  opinion,  also  contains  within 
itself  the  seeds  of  something  like  a  final 
settlemeat  of  the  Irish  difficulty  as  re- 
gards the  Land  Question.  I  especially 
congratulate  the  House  upon  the  very 
friendly  way  in  which  the  Bill  has  been 


received  by  all  sections  of  opinion,  and 
especially  by  the  section  which  is  led  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork 
(Mr.  Pamall).  I  do  not  think  we  can 
too  highly  congratulate,  both  ourselves 
and  the  country  at  large,  upon  the  great 
change  in  the  tone  of  Irish  opioion  in  this 
House.  Itisamatterforverybeartycon- 
gratulation  that  we  have  at  last  reached 
a  method  of  speakiug  about  Irish  ques- 
tions whioh  is  a  great  deal  more  rational 
than  what  has  been  the  custom  for  many 
years  past.  I  believe,  myself,  that  if 
this  Bill  is  heartily  accepted  by  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Party  who  follow  Uie  lead 
of  the  hou.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork, 
it  will  pave  the  way,  at  no  distant  date, 
for  a  very  wide  extension  of  its  terms. 
It,  no  doubt,  is  an  experiment ;  but  that 
experiment  may  be  developed  to  a  very 
large  degree,  and  may  become  the 
means  of  settling  the  controversy  about 
the  land  in  Ireland.  I  wish  to  say  how 
entirely  I  approve  of  the  measure,  and 
how  heartily,  speaking  from  the  Liberal 
side  of  the  House,  I  wish  it  God-speed. 
I  think  it  is  a  thoroughly  wise  measure. 
It  has  already  produced  excellent  effects 
on  public  opinion,  and  I  join  with  all 
who  have  discussed  this  subject  in 
hoping  and  trusting  that  it  will  tarn  out 
to  be  a  solution  of  one  of  the  greateet— 
if  not  the  very  greatest— of  Irish  diffi- 
culties. 

Mr.  BIGGAB  said,  that  if  the  Bill 
were  intended  to  be  thebeginningof  the 
general  purchase  of  their  holdmgB  by 
tenants,  it  was  unreasonable  to  suppose 
that  the  Church  Surplus  would  offer  any 
security  for  the  payment.  It  might  be 
a  valuable  security  if  the  purchases  were 
not  to  exceed  £5,000,000  ;  but  it  would 
be  of  no  value  if  the  Bill  were  extended 
beyond  that.  He  considered  the  Bill 
carried  out  the  principles  of  the  National 
League,  therefore  be  was  very  anxious 
that  it  should  succeed ;  but  its  success 
depended  not  so  much  upon  what  was  in 
the  Bill  as  upon  its  administration.  He 
also  thought  that  what  the  Qovemment 
ought  to  do  was  to  regard  the  measure 
aa  an  experiment,  a  commencement  with 
the  question  of  Land  Purchase,  and 
should  give  the  Commissioners  inatruo- 
tiona  that  they  must,  if  possible,  conduct 
the  business  in  such  a  way  aa  to  deal 
with  the  whole  of  this  £5,000,000  of 
property  within  the  next  three  months 
after  the  Bill  had  become  law.  If  the 
Commissioners  waited  till  the  landlords 
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rould  aerow  an  extravagant  price  from 
thoir  tenants  no  businese  would  be  done. 
He  believed  that  manj  tenants  wished 
to  buy  their  holdings ;  but  they  wanted 
to  buy  aa  eliaap  aa  they  comd.  He 
thought  that  the  first  transactions  ought 
to  take  place  at  the  present  price,  and  a 
beginning  might  be  made  by  the  new 
Conuniasionere  buying  properties  which 
had  been  some  time  ia  the  Landed 
Kstates  Court. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  eommilted 
tor  Friday. 

FEDERAL  COUNCIL  OF  AUSTRALASIA 

BILL  [Lordt]. 

{Sienlary  Vtlotul  Stanlty.) 

[bill   165. t      COUMITTEB. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair," — (Steretary  Colontt  Stanley.) 

Bib  OEOROE  CAMPBELL  said,  that 
he  was  very  much  inclined  to  think  that 
the  people  who  called  themselves  the 
Colonists  were  but  a  very  small  number 
of  persons  at  either  end  of  the  telegraph 
^rire  leading  to  Australia,  and  he  had 
seen  papers  which  led  him  very  greatly 
to  doubt  if  the  Australian  Colonists  really 
wanted  this  Bill.  If  the  Auatralias 
Colonies  saw  their  way  to  any  complete 
scheme  of  federation  he  wished  them 
God-speed.  He  knew,  however,  that 
New  South  Wales  and  New  Zealand 
had  both  declared  their  dislike  to  the 
Bill  and  their  intention  not  to  accept  it ; 
and  it  was,  therefore,  very  doubtful 
whether  it  was  worth  while  for  Her 
Majesty's  Qovernment  to  proceed  with 
the  measure.  It  was  for  that  reason 
that  he  had  blocked  it.  Personally,  he 
did  not  object  to  the  Bill,  with  one  im- 
portant exception,  and  he  should  be  glad 
to  see  the  Australian  Colonies  and  Her 
Majesty's  Government  settle  the  matter 
between  them.  But  he  decidedly  ob-. 
jected  to  that  clause  in  the  Bill  which 
enabled  the  Australasian  Colonies  to  deal 
with  what  was  called  the  relations  of 
Australia  to  the  Islands  of  ihe  Pacific. 
He  did  not  know  what  was  meant  by 
that  eicpression  ;  but  he  had  very  grave 
doubts  irhether  it  was  prudent  to  put 
such  a  provision  in  the  Bill.  Dealing 
with  the  question  of  New  Guinea  and 
the  disputes  which  had  occurred  with 
Jtr.  higgar 


regard  to  the  Islands  of  the  Pacific,  he 
must  be  allowed  to  express  the  opinion 
that  it  wonld  be  imprudent  to  give  to 
Australia,  so  long  as  it  remained  under 
the  British  flag,  the  power  to  assume 
protection  over  the  Natives  of  the  Islands 
of  the  Pacific.  The  alienation  between 
this  country  and  Germany  took  place 
with  reference  to  the  excessive  preten- 
sions of  Queensland  to  deal  with  one  of 
the  Pacific  Islands.  He  believed  that 
the  Australians  would  be  much  better 
off  if  they  followed  the  example  of  the 
American  Colonies,  and  developed  their 
own  territories,  and  did  all  that  it  waa 
poBiiblefor  them  to  do  in  that  direction, 
without  seeking  foreign  possessions,  and 
endeavouring  to  entangle  themselves  in 
forsign  oomplications. 

Mb.  BRYCE  said,  he  much  regretted 
that  a  Bill  of  that  importance  should 
have  been  brought  before  the  notice  of 
the  House  on  such  scanty  information, 
and  when  hon.  Membeia  were  In  pos- 
session of  so  little  information  Be  to  the 
aentimenta  of  the  Colonies  themselves. 
It  was  true  that  a  certain  number  of  Par- 
liamentary Papers  had  been  presented ; 
but  the  information  which  they  contained 
was,  he  thought,  hardly  sufficient  to 
enable  the  House  to  appreciate  the  whole 
bearings  of  thg  question,  and  to  under- 
stand what  were  the  feelings  with  which 
the  proposals  had  been  received  in  the 
Colonies  during  the  last  few  months. 
He  thought  it  would  have  been  "valuable 
to  the  House  if  the  Colonial  Office  bad 
prepared  a  sort  of  explanatory  Memo- 
randum giving  a  view  of  the  whole 
matter  and  ajustification  of  the  whole 
Bill.  When  theHouseofCommonswas 
asked  to  undertake  a  function  so  large  as 
that  of  drawing  up  a  Constitution  for 
communities  already  great,  and  which 
were  likely  to  become  infinitely  greater 
in  the  future,  it  ought  to  approach 
a  task  of  that  kind  with  a  due  sense 
of  responsibility  and  on  accurate  in- 
formation and  knowledge.  He  thought 
also  there  was  no  evidence  to  show  that 
this  Bill,  or  draft  Constitution,  had 
really  been  satisfactorily  discussed  and 
considered  in  the  Colonies  themselves. 
It  appeared  to  have  emanated  in  the 
first  instance  from  a  smalt  coterie  or  con- 
clave of  Prime  Ministers,  sndthe  House 
bad  nothing  to  show  them  that  the  best 
minds  of  our  Colonies  had  been  properly 
brought  to  bear  in  the  consideration  of 
the  subject.    The  Bill  would  have  come 
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before  the  House  with  greater  authori^ 
if  it  had  Teason  to  believe  that  proper 
pains  had  been  beatowed  upon  it,  and 
that  proper  efforts  had  been  made  to 
obtain  full  publioity  and  discassion  for 
it  iu  the  Australian  Colonies  themselves. 
He  thought  that  the  ciioamstancea  he 
had  mentioned  made  the  position  of  the 
Imperial  Parliament  not  quite  a  satis- 
factory ono  in  dealing  iriUk  this  mat- 
ter. In  oonaidering  the  oharacter  of 
the  Bill,  and  its  liability  to  a  certain 
line  of  criticism,  he  said  it  was  clear 
that  it  vas  a  very  scanty,  fragmentary, 
and  imperfect  sketch  of  a  Federal  Con- 
stitution. Looking  oven  at  that  im- 
portaot  clause  nhioh  provided  that  any 
one  Colony  could  withdraw  from  the 
federation,  he  said  if  the  House  vere 
free  to  debate  the  subjeot  at  length  a 
great  deal  of  time  might  be  spent  over 
the  consideration  of  this  clause  alone ; 
because  a  federation,  which  offered  to 
any  meuiber  of  it  the  right  to  withdraw 
as  soon  as  its  wishes  were  not  gratified, 
was  clearly  a  federation  of  the  feeblest 
and  most  transitory  kind.  He  was  oon- 
tent,  however,  that  they  should  pass  the 
Bill  iu  the  form  iu  which  the  Colonial 
authorities  had  asked  us  to  do  so,  and 
as  a  matter  of  favour  to  them ;  but  the 
responsibility  for  its  formation  would 
substantially  rest  more  with  them  than 
with  us.  He  looked  with  more  hope 
to  the  establishment  of  closer  rela- 
tions between  the  Executive  authority 
here  and  the  Colonies  than  to  a  federa- 
tion among  the  Colonies  themselves. 
The  real  value  of  this  Constitution 
seemed  to  him  to  lie  in  the  provision 
which  it  made  for  the  introduction  of 
uniform  legislation  among  the  different 
Colonies,  and  particularly  for  the  intro- 
duction of  a  uniform  eyatem  of  legal 
process  and  of  private  law  in  those  mat- 
ters in  which  the  inhabitants  of  different 
Colonies  were  most  likely  to  come  iuto 
relation  with  one  another.  The  expe- 
rience of  the  United  States,  which  was 
the  great  source  of  experience  in  these 
matters,  showed  how  much  advantage 
there  was  in  having — how  much  might 
be  lost  hy  not  having — a  uniform  system 
of  legislation  on  certain  subjects  of  com- 
mon interest.  It  would  be,  for  instance, 
of  immense  advantage  for  the  United 
States  to  have  a  uniform  Law  of  Mar- 
riage and  Divorce.  It  was  one  of  the 
great  difficulties  which  legal  reformers 
had  to  deal  with  in  America;  and  he 
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was  glad  to  see  that  the  Federal 
Countal,  under  this  Bill,  had  power  to 
legislate  on  these  subjects,  on  quaran- 
tine, on  bills  of  exchange,  and  other 
such  matters.  As  regarded  the  utility 
of  the  Federal  Legislature,  if  he  might 
so  call  it,  for  the  purpose  of  introducing 
a  uniform  system  of  private  law,  he 
thought  it  would  be  very  desirable  to 
increase  the  size  of  the  Council,  for  be 
thought,  as  at  present  devised,  it  was 
too  small  for  the  adequate  discussion  of 
the  subjects  with  which  it  would  have 
to  deal.  But  in  that,  as  in  other  re- 
spects, he  looked  upon  the  Bill  more  as 
a  first  sketch  than  as  a  complete  Con< 
stitution  ;  and  he  could  not  help  believ- 
ing that  further  legislation  would  be  re- 
quired, and  that  the  outline  contained  in 
that  measure  would  have  hereafter  to  be 
filled  up  and  developed  in  various  par- 
ticulars. 

Question  put,  and  agrted  to. 

Bill  eomidtred  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Clauses  1  to  14,  inclusive,  agretd  to. 

Clause  15  (Matters  subject  to  legisla- 
tive authority  of  Council). 

Mb.  BBTC£  said,  he  wished,  after 
the  word  "copyright,"  in  line  41,  to 
have  the  word  •'  bankruptcy  "  inserted. 
It  was  true  that  unless  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Centleman  (Colonel  Stanley) 
were  favourable  to  this  Amendment  it 
would  not  be  of  use  for  him  to  propose 
it ;  but  he  wished  to  point  out  that  bank- 
ruptuy  was  a,  subject  upon  which,  of  all 
others,  it  was  desirable  that  there  should 
be  uniformity  of  legislation  as  between 
the  different  States.  If  therighthon,  and 
gallant  Gentleman  did  not  object  to  thia 
proposal,  he  would  suggest  to  him  that 
the  word  "  bankruptcy  "  might  be  pro- 
perly included  in  the  clause. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3, 
line  41,  after  the  word  "  copyright,"  to 
insert  the  word  "bankruptcy."  — (Jfr. 
Jirj/ce.) 

QrUeation  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
'bankruptcy'  be  there  inserted." 

The  secretary  of  STATE  Foa 
THE  COLONIES  (Colonel  Stanley)  said, 
he  thought  he  could  undertake  that  the 
attention  of  the  Federal  Council  should 
be  directed  to  the  question  raised  by 
tho  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
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the  Tower  Hamlets  (Mr.  Brroe) ;  but  he 
would  venture  to  aak  the  hou.  Member 
not  to  press  the  Amendment.  If  the 
hen.  Member  would  look  to  ClausA  4  he 
would  find  that  there  was  power  to  refer 
to  the  Oouncil  any  matter  of  |;eneral  in- 
teraat,  and  that,  therefore,  the  subjeot 
of  the  Amendment  was  already  within 
the  scope  of  the  Bill. 

Mk.  SRYCE  said,  he  admitted  that 
it  was  within  the  scope  of  the  Bill.  He 
thought  it  desirable,  however,  to  empha- 
size the  particular  subject  of  bankruptcy 
for  the  reason  he  had  given  ;  hut  after 
the  expression  of  opinion  on  the  part  of 
the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Oentleman, 
he  had  no  objection,  with  the  permission 
of  the  Committee,  to  withdraw  his 
Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withirawn, 

Olauae  agrttd  to, 

Olanses  16  and  17  t^ttd  to. 

Clause  18  (Power  to  Her  Majesty  to 
disallow  Act  to  which  Oovernor  has 
assented  in  Her  Majesty's  name). 

Mb.  BBYOE  said,  he  had  placed  on 
the  Paper  an  Amendment  which  was 
intended  to  make  the  clause  clearer  in 
respect  of  acta  done  between  the  date  of 
assent  and  the  time  of  annulment.  He 
apprehended  that  upon  a  strict  legal 
construction  of  the  clause  a  Oourt  of  Law 
would  hold  that  an  act  done  between 
the  date  of  ^ving  assent  and  the  date 
of  annulment  would  be  protected.    Sub- 

i'oot  to  the  opinion  of  the  hon.  and 
earned  Solicitor  General  he  thought 
that  would  be  ao ;  but  he  alao  thought 
it  would  be  worth  while  to  make  the 
matter  quite  clear,  ao  that  acts  done 
after  assent  given  by  the  Colonial  Go- 
vernment would  be  certain  of  being  pro- 
tected. If  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  did  not  ohject,  he  should 
like  to  have  the  words  of  his  Amendment 
introduced  into  the  clause. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  4,  at  sod,  add—*'  Bat  without  pT«- 
judica  to  MIT  act  done  or  right  acquired  betveen 
the  date  of  such  asseDt  and  the  day  <^  auch 
■tgnificatioD  ot  annulment." — (Mr.  Brf/ee.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
he  there  added." 

The  8ECRETAEY  of  STATE  (Colonel 

Stahlet)  said,  he  regretted  very  much 

to  have  to  aak  the  hon.  Member  (Mr. 

Bryce)  not  to  press  this  Amendment.  He 

Colimfl  Stanley 


thoi^ht  it  would  be  premature  to  deal 
with  the  question;  end  he  was  afraid,  if 
these  worda  were  to  be  put  into  the  Act, 
that  it  might  lead  to  the  presumption 
that  the  rnle  hitherto  exiating  had  been 
disturbed.  He  understood  that  the 
Amendment  might  draw  a  distinction 
between  the  oustom  prevailing  in  one 
Colony  and  the  ouatoma  prevailing  in 
others.  For  that  reason,  and  becaoae 
he  thought  the  Acta  in  question  would 
be  protected  by  the  clause  as  it  stood, 
he  asked  the  hon.  Member  not  to  press 
the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  wtthdrmen. 

Clause  agrMd  to. 

Clauses  19  to  2B,  inclusive,  ogrtei  to. 

Clause  29  (Power  to  determine  opera- 
tion of  Act  in  any  Colony). 

The  SEOBETAEY  op  8TATE{Colonel 
St^nlet)  said,  he  regretted  that  the 
Amendment  he  was  Eibout  to  aak  the 
Committee  to  assent  to  was  not  upon  the 
Notice  Paper.  He  understood  that  his 
Fredaoeasor  in  Of&ce  bad  given  a  pro- 
mise that  the  worda  after  "  Council "  to 
the  end  of  the  clause  should  he  omitted, 
and  othera  aubatituted  relating  to  the 
repeal  of  certain  Aots.  It  had  been  held 
that  it  would  be  distinctly  productive  of 
harm  if  a  law,  passed  by  the  assent  of 
the  Colonies  united  in  Conncil,  ahould 
be  repealed  by  a  particular  Colony, 
which  might  be  the  Colony  in  respect 
of  which  Aiat  law  was  originally  passed 
by  the  Federal  Counoil.  In  moving  this 
Ajnendment,  he  pointed  out  that  power 
was  taken  providing  that  no  assent 
would  be  given  to  any  Act  which  did 
not  contain  proper  aafeguarda  for  all 
that  might  take  place  nnder  the  provi> 
sions  of  this  clause. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  fl,  to  omit  all  the  vords  after 
"  Council"  to  the  end  of  the  Clauao,  in  order 
to  inaart  "  unleaa  altered  or  repealed  by  the 
Council."— (OglmW  Slanlty.) 

Amendment  agrtei  to. 

Preamble. 

Mb.  W.  E.  FORSTER  said,  he  had 
no  wish  to  delay  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  Bill ;  but  he  might  be  allowed 
to  remark  that  this  was  a  very  tentative 
measure.  He  was  not  sure,  however, 
that  it  would  be  less  likel}  to  succeed  on 
that  acoount.  He  thought  he  should  be 
expressing  the  general  feeling  of  the 
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Committee  by  expressing  regret  tJiat  the 
moat  important  of  the  AuBtralaeian  Co- 
loniea  —  New  South  Wales  and  New 
Zealand — were  not  included  in  the  Bill, 
because  be  thought  that  nothing  like  a 
complete  federation  policy  could  be  ob- 
tained without  those  two  Coloniea  giving 
their  adhesion  to  it.  He  thought,  how- 
ever, that  their  unioa  with  the  Colonies 
could  not  be  injured  or  damaged  by  the 
confederation  of  the  Colonies  amongBt 
themselves,  end  that  the  tentative  way 
in  which  the  Bill  had  been  passed  would 
conduce  to  all  the  Colooies  joining  in 
the  movement  hereafter,  which  would 
be  lasting,  and  for  the  good  of  the 
whole. 

Preamble  agrttd  to. 


SECBETAET  FOR  SCOTLAND  BILL 

[ii.ni..]-[Biu.  2*2.] 

[Stertlary  Sir  S.  Aiiheten  Cnn.) 

coKMrrrEE.     IProgreu  3rd  Auffwt.^ 

Bill  cmuidtred  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  3  (Secretary  may  sit  in  Parlia- 
ment). 

8m  GEOBftE  CAMPBELL  said,  the 
Amendment  be  rose  to  move,  although 
verbal,  was  one  of  considerable  import- 
ance. It  had  been  admitted,  in  a  former 
discussion  on  the  Bill,  that  the  words 
"if  not  a  Member  of  the  House  of 
Lords"  weremerely  permissive,  though  if 
they  meant  anything  at  all  they  pointed 
to  the  new  Secretary  being  a  Member  of 
the  House  of  Lords ;  but  if  they  meant 
nothing,  then  he  said  that  they  might 
as  well  be  omitted.  He  accepted  the 
declaration  which  the  bon.  Member  for 
Buteebire(Mr.DaIrymple)made  ongoing 
into  Committee,  that  it  was  not  intended 
to  allocate  this  Office  either  to  the  House 
of  Lords  or  to  the  House  of  Commons. 
Therefore,  be  might  assume  that  the 
words  were  not  intended  to  imply  that 
this  officer  should  be  a  Member  of  the 
House  of  Lords ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
the  putting  in  of  the  words  pointed  to 
the  probability  of  his  being  sometimes 
a  Member  of  Uie  other  House  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  therefore  he  thought  they 
were  dangerous,  and  ought  to  be  omitted 
from  the  Bill-    He  admitted  that  the 


circumstances  in  which  the  former  Bill 
was  introduced  bad  given  some  excuse 
for  the  introduction  of  the  words,  inas- 
much as  there  was  a  very  eminent 
Scotchman  thoroughly  versed  in  and 
able  to  manage  Scotch  affairs,  and  more 
popular  in  Scotland  than  any  other— he 
meant  the  Earl  of  Bosebery — who  had 
the  misfortune  to  be  a  Member  of  the 
House  of  Lords;  therefore,  he  said  that 
the  circumstances  were  peculiar.  But  if 
the  new  Secretary  were  to  be  a  Member 
of  the  House  of  Lords  the  arrangement 
would  be  attended  with  the  utmost  in- 
convenience. Let  bon.  Members  imagine 
what  the  state  of  things  would  be  if  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  instead  of  being  a  Member 
of  that  House  in  which  be  was  present 
every  day  to  answer  Questions,  were  a 
Member  of  the  House  of  Lords.  Why, 
Irish  Members  would  not  be  able  to 
get  their  Questions  answered ;  and  be 
said  that  if  they  were  to  constitute  a 
Secretary  for  Scotland,  Scotch  Members 
would  want  to  get  at  him  every  d^ 
and  have  their  Questions  answered.  It 
seemed  to  him  only  reasonable,  then,  Uiat 
the  new  officer  should  be  a  Member  of 
that  House,  and  not  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  so  that  be  might  always  be 
present  to  give  information  upon  the 
various  subjects  connected  with  Scotland. 
Again,  all  the  present  Ministers  who 
sat  in  the  House  of  Lords  had  Secre- 
taries in  the  House  of  Commons ;  but  in 
this  Bill  there  was  no  provision  for  any- 
thing of  the  kind.  There  was  a  pro- 
vision for  a  certain  staff  of  secretaries 
and  clerks,  but  there  was  no  provision 
for  any  one  of  them  having  a  seat  in 
that  House;  and,  therefore,  if  the  new 
of&cer  were  to  be  a  Member  of  the  other 
House  of  Parliament  be  would  be 
utterly  unrepresented  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  Then  to  say  that  the  Lord 
Advocate  could  give  answers  with  regard 
to  a  Department  not  bis  own  would  be 
humiliating  to  the  Lord  Advocate,  who, 
in  that  case,  would  not  express  his  own 
opinions,  but  be  merely  the  moutb- 
pie(«  of  another  person,  with  whom  he 
had  no  official  connection.  Having 
shown  the  great  inconvenience  that 
would  arise  from  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land being  a  Member  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  he  wanted  to  make  the  Bill  state 
dearly  one  way  or  the  other  what  was 
intended ;    and,    therefore,   bearing  in 
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miad  the  statement  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Bute  (Mr.  Dalrymple)  thattbe  words 
"if  not  a  Member  of  the  House  of 
Lords  "  did  not  carry  the  meaning  that 
the  new  officer  was  to  be  a  Member  of 
either  House  in  preference  to  the  other, 
in  the  interest  of  statesmanship,  gram- 
mar, and  good  drafting,  he  begged  to 
move  that  they  be  straok  out  of  the 
clause. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  1,  lins  18,  to  Imtb  out  the  wi 
"  it  Dot  a  Uember  ot  the  Houii  of  Lords. 

{Sir  Owrgt  CampMl.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause," 

Mr.  3.  B.  BALFOUE  said,  his  reool 
leotion  did  not  entirely  agree  with  that 
of  his  boa.  Friend  who  had  just  spoken. 
According  to  his  recollection,  when  the 
former  Bill  was  before  the  House  two 
years  ago,  his  hon.  Friend  made  almost 
the  same  speech  against  these  words  as 
he  had  made  that  night,  and  he  (Mr.  J. 
B.  Balfour)  had  the  honour  of  answer- 
ing it.  He  thought  it  was  the  feeling 
of  the  House  at  the  time  that  there 
should  not  be  a  restriction  in  the  Bill 
upon  the  selection  of  the  Crown  of  a  fit 
of&cer  who  might  be  found  in  either 
House.  It  would  seem  that  his  hon. 
Friend  had  rather  shifted  his  ground, 
because  he  had  now  hinted  that  there 
should  be  something  like  a  plain  intima- 
tion in  the  Bill  tt^t,  so  to  speak,  the 
Other  House  of  Legislature  should  be 
excluded.  Ha  submitted  that  the  Com- 
mittee should  adhere  to  the  decision 
arrived  at  two  years  ago  after  some 
hosrs'  discussion. 

Me.  BUCHANAN  said,  he  thought 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  late  Lord  Advocate  had  omitted  two 
points  in  connection  with  this  subject. 
It  was  true  that  an  Amendment  of  this 
kind  was  brought  forward  two  years  ago, 
but  it  was  brouffht  forward  by  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Portsmouth  (Sir  H. 
Dmmmond  Wolff),  and  it  was  supported 
byScotchMembersnowonthoHeBonches. 
But  it  would  seem  from  the  silence  of 
right  hon.  Oentlemen  opposite  that  it 
was  not  considered  worth  while  now  to 
disouBB  asAmendment  of  this  character. 
This  clause  was  taken  almost  verbatim 
f^m  the  Local  Government  Board  (Eog- 
land)Aotof  1871;  but  the  clause  in  that 
jStV  Oearfft  Campbtll 


Act  whioh  corresponded  to  the  clause  ia 
this  Bill  did  not  contain  these  words.  He 
asked  why  were  these  words  introduced 
into  the  present  Bill,  unless  there  waa 
some  intention  of  a  Member  of  the  House 
of  Lordsbeiag  generally  appointed  to  this 
Office  ?  If  the  words  meant  nothing  ha 
could  not  see  what  objection  there  could 
be  to  removing  them;  if  they  meant 
anything  they  could  only  have  the 
meaning  he  had  applied  to  them.  There- 
fore, he  thought  they  ought  to  have  a 
distinct  statement  from  Her  Majesty's 
Government  as  to  what  was  meant  by 
putting  them  into  the  Bill. 

The  8ECEETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  R. 
AssBEToir  Cboss)  said,  he  could  assure 
hon.  Members  that,  as  far  as  the  pre- 
sent Government  were  concerned,  there 
was  no  thought  of  giving  preference  to 
one  House  or  the  other ;  nor  did  he 
believe  there  was  any  such  intention  on 
the  part  of  the  late  Government, 
although,  of  course,  ho  knew  nothing 
whatever  about  that.  Her  Majesty's 
Government  only  wanted  to  appoint  Uie 
most  fitting  person  to  the  Office.  But 
the  words  being  in  the  clause  he  should 
be  extremely  aony  if  they  were  struck 
out,  because  it  would  seem  as  if  thej 
meant  to  give  the  preference  to  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Commons. 

Amendment  negativtd. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  B.  Asshetoh  Okosb, 
the  following  Amendments  made  :— 
Page  1,  line  23,  leave  out  "and;"  line 
24,  at  end,  add — 

•'  And  in  Put  Fint  of  tha  Bchadnle  of  "Ilu 
Promtsiory  OaUu  Aot,  1SB8,'  m  reguds  Eag- 

Glause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  4  (Seal,  s^Ie,  and  acts  of  Se- 
cretary) agreed  to. 

Clause  5  (Transfer  of  powers  of — Se- 
cretary of  State  :  Privy  Council :  Local 
Government  Board  and  Treasury). 

Mr.  a.  B.  D.  ELLIOT  s«d,  he  had 
put  on  the  Paper  an  Amendment  to 
Sub-sectioa  (2),  the  object  of  which  was 
to  insert  after  the  word  "Schedule" 
the  words — 

<■  And  g«o(MiU^  all  powan  and  dntiM  of 
tlia  Scotch  Education  Dspartmaot  a*  dofinad  hj 
"Th*  Edocation  (Scotland)  Act,  1872,'  in  raU- 
ion  to  education  in  Scotland." 
He  might  mention  that,  besides  his  own 
Amendment,  there  was  another  Amead- 
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ment  standing  on  the  Paper  in  the  name 
of  his  tion.  Friend  the  Member  for  Fife 
(Mr.  Preston  Bruce),  which  went  a  very 
long  way  in  the  same  direction  as  hie 
own,  the  object  of  both  being  to  insure, 
as  for  as  thej  could,  that  the  transfer  of 
the  powers  and  duties  with  regard  to 
education  in  Scotland  from  the  Educa- 
tion Department  to  the  new  Minister  for 
Scotland  should  be  thorough  and  real. 
At  tbia  point  he  should  like  to  say,  with 
regard  to  certain  objections  which  had 
been  made  to  their  contention  that  the 
Minister  for  Scotland  should  be  a  real 
personage,  that  he  woa  sure  that  there 
was  no  part  of  Scotland,  where  there  was 
any  wish  to  go  in  the  direction  of 
what  was  called  Home  Rule.  He  moved 
that  these  powers  should  be  transferred 
to  theMinister  for  Scotland,  because  they 
irished  him  to  hare  as  many  important 
powers  as  they  could  give  him ;  but, 
coming  from  Scotland,  hs  could  speak 
with  some  authority  in  saying  that  he 
did  not  believe  that  with  any  true  and 
thorough  Sootohman,  from  one  end  of 
the  country  to  another,  there  was  any 
wish  to  go  in  the  direction  of  Home 
Bule.  He,  for  one,  looked  upon  that 
in  reference  to  Ireland,  Scotland,  and 
Wales  aa  an  idle  dream.  If  there  were 
anything  which  would  make  Scotchmen 
unwilling  to  approach  the  question  of 
the  repeal  of  the  Union,  it  would  he  the 
ideathatSootlandwasbeingmadeastalk- 
ing  horse  in  this  matter  of  Home  Bule. 
But  he  did  not  wish  to  pursue  that  subject 
any  farther.  And  while  they  objected 
to  Home  Rule  for  Scotland,  they  dis- 
liked the  idea  of  English  Home  Bule  in 
England ;  and  they  looked  forward  with 
increased  hope  to  the  future,  when  Scot- 
land, having  one-aixlh  more  than  the  pre- 
sent number  of  its  Members,  would  speak 
with  a  louder  voice  than  hitherto,  not 
only  in  the  affairs  of  Scotland,  but  with 
regard  to  the  affairs  of  the  Empire.  They 
wished  to  improve  the  administrative 
machinery  under  which  Scotland  was 
governed.  They  had  their  Scotch  Boards, 
and  other  Scotch  Departments,  and  in 
many  respects  they  were  a  self-govern- 
ing community ;  and  they  wished  that 
the  educational  institutions  of  the  coun- 
try, which  were  not  leas  national  than 
other  institutions,  should  bu  in  the  hands 
of  a  Scotch  l^linister.  The  Bill  had 
Msumnd  its  present  shape,  if  he  might 
■ay  so,  nlmost  unawares ;  it  had  passed 
through  a  certain  ordeal  of  discussion  in 
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"  another  place ;"  but,  so  far  as  the  sub- 
ject of  education  was  concerned,  tt  was 
a  Bill  entirely  different  from  that  which 
was  introduced  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
The  shape  in  which  it  was  introduced  in 
the  other  House  of  Parliament  was  the 
shape  to  which  he  desired  to  restore  it 
by  the  words  of  his  Amendment.  When 
the  Bill  was  before  the  other  House  in 
that  shape  an  Amendment  was  printed 
and  circulated  among  noble  Lords  to  the 
effect  that  it  was  proposed  to  omit  all 
mention  of  the  Education  Act,  and  to 
substitute  the  words  "President  of  the 
Council "  in  the  clause,  by  which  the 
new  Minister  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Bill  would  not  hare  ^  the  powers  of 
the  Education  Act  conferred  upon  him, 
but  would  be  simply  President  of  the 
Council  by  virtue  of  the  Bill.  That 
Amendment,  which  was  put  on  the 
Paper  and  circulated,  was  never  tho- 
roughly discussed  in  the  House  of 
Lords ;  and  when,  next  day,  the  Bill 
was  printed  it  was  found  that  other  words 
had  been  inserted.  It  was  in  that  way 
that  the  Bill  came  into  its  present  shape. 
He  had  been  gratified  to  hear  some 
remarks  made  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  late  Home  Secretary  (Sir 
William  Harcourt)  on  the  previous 
evening,  from  which  he  gathered  that 
they  would  have  his  powerful  support 
tor  the  Bill  as  presented  to  the  other 
House  of  Parliament.  The  Scotch  Edu- 
cation Department,  whose  powers  he 
wished  to  see  transferred  to  thenewMini- 
ster,  was  a  Body  called  ioto  szistenoe  by 
theSootch  Education  ActoflST2.  That 
lawfully  constituted  Body,  which  ought 
to  be  supreme  in  educational  matters  in 
Scotland,  was  not  supreme,  because  they 
were,  unhappily,  in  the  hands  of  the 
Yice  President  of  the  Council.  If  any 
hon.  Member  looked  into  the  Statutes 
he  would  find  that  there  was  a  consti- 
tuted authority  for  the  management  of 
Scotch  educational  affairs,  andhe would 
find  in  the  Scotch  Education  Act  of  1872 
no  reference  whatever  to  the  Vice  Pre- 
sident of  the  C-ouncil,  The  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council  obtained  his  autho- 
rity under  the  Act  of  1856  ;  but. 
inasmuch  as  this  system  was  started  in 
1872,  it  would  appear  to  be  meant  by 
the  Statute  of  that  year  that  the  Board 
of  Education  should  be  supreme  in  edu- 
cational matters.  Well,  that  Body,  con- 
stituted as  he  had  shown,  practically 
never  met  at  all.    [Mr,  lItFHi)£LL&  dis- 
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Hflnted,]  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Sheffield  (Mr.  Mun- 
della)  shook  his  head;  but  he  had 
been  told  that  it  had  been  characterized 
by  the  Earl  of  Eosebery,  who  kuew  the 
state  of  aSairs  in  Scotland  very  well,  as 
a  "  phantom  Board."  He  had  been 
informed  that,  even  in  the  important 
annual  work  of  the  Department  for  the 
purpose  of  introducing;  the  annual  Code, 
it  had  not  been  the  practice  to  aummon 
the  Council  together.  Hia  right  hou. 
Friend  might  eay  that  the  Government 
were  about  to  inaugurate  a  different  state 
of  things.  But  they  were  now  regulating 
matters  by  Act  of  Parliament ;  and  he 
ehouldliketoknow,  and  have  it  stated  on 
the  face  of  this  Act,  who  was  really  to 
be  their  authority  in  future  over  Scotch 
educatioa  matters  7  If  there  was  one 
point  which  more  than  another  had  cha- 
racterized Scotch  education,  it  was  the 
thoroughly  local  character  of  that  edu- 
cation. In  England  it  was  the  Frivy 
Council  on  which  the  whole  system  of 
education  depended.  It  was  entirely 
different  with  regard  to  Scotland.  They 
had  long  had  in  Scotland  a  national  and 
local  system  of  education ;  and  he  said 
that  those  who  told  them  that  educa- 
tional interests  in  Scotland  could  not  bo 
looked  after  without  the  aid  of  the  Edu- 
cation Department  of  the  Privy  Council 
were  putting  aside  all  the  teachings  of 
history.  And  when  it  was  attempted  to 
be  pointed  out,  as  it  was  last  nii^t  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  the  University  of  Edinburgh  (Sir 
Lyon  Plajfair),  that  it  was  duo  to  that 
Department  that  Scotch  education  had 
BO  progressed,  he  replied  that  the  pro- 
gress of  Scotch  education  had  been 
mainly  due  to  the  old  laws  of  Scotland. 
under  which  there  was  no  Central  De- 
partment whatever.  It  was  those  laws, 
tlie  local  energies  of  the  Scotch  people, 
their  parochial  efforts,  and  their  love  of 
education,  which  they  had  to  thank  for 
education  in  Scotland  being  now  so  far 
advanced.  As  in  the  past  so  it  would 
be  in  the  future.  He  said  that  the  main 
basis  of  the  educational  system  of  Scot- 
land was  to  trust  to  the  local  bodies  and 
school  boards,  and  not  to  the  Central 
Government  in  England  or  elsewhere. 
He  did  not  think  that  in  every  case  the 
Education  Department  had  done  every- 
thing it  might  have  done  to  assist  local 
efforts  ;  and  that,  he  maintained,  was  its 
principal  duty.  He  knew  it  would  be 
i/r.  A.  M.  D.  Elliot 
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to  get  from  the  late  Vice 
President  of  the  Council  anything  like  a 
sympathetio  opinion  on  that  point ;  but 
they  must  not  be  governed  in  these 
matters  by  Departmental  considerations. 
They  had  to  look  at  the  question  Irom 
the  general  point  of  view  of  the  people 
of  Scotland.  They  had  had  last  night 
an  eloquent  speech  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Univer- 
sity  of  Edinburgh  (Sir.  Lyon  Playfair) 
against  tiie  Bill ;  but  he  would  ask  if 
he  meant  to  tell  them  that  Scotch  edu- 
cation would  have  been  in  a  worse  posi- 
tion if  it  had  been  his  busiaosa,  from  a 
sympathetic  point  of  view,  to  superin- 
tend the  administration  of  education  in 
Scotland  ?  He  spoke  of  no  secondary 
interest,  and  not  merely  of  the  interest 
of  a  small  country  attached  to  a  larger 
one ;  but  if  this  had  been  the  main 
business  of  some  distinguished  Scotch- 
man —  that  to  which  he  looked  to 
make  his  credit  and  fame — then  he  said 
that  Scotland  would  have  been  much 
bettor  off  in  the  matter  of  education 
than  it  was  to-day.  He  would  not 
trespass  longer  on  the  time  of  the  Com- 
mittee, further  than  to  say  that  he  did 
not  wish  to  differ  from  the  hon.  Member 
for  Fife  (Mr.  Preston  Bruce).  His  owa 
Amendment,  however,  aeemed  to  be  the 
more  thorough- going,  and  he  preferred 
it  for  the  reason  that  it  made  the  matter 
perfectly  clear,  and  therefore  he  asked 
the  Committee  to  accept  it.  Finally,  ha 
thought  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  should  explain  to  the  Com- 
mittee clearly  what  line  Her  Majesty's 
Goverament  meant  to  take  up  with  re- 
gard to  this  matter,  and  whether  they 
intended  to  make  the  educational  trans- 
fer as  thorough  as  he  and  his  hon. 
Friends  desired  it  to  be.  He  helieved 
there  was  strong  feeling  amongst  Scotch 
Members  in  favour  of  making  that 
transfer  real  and  substantial. 

Amendment  proposed, 

la  pago  2,  line  IS,  after  the  word  Stheduli^, 
to  insert  the  words  "and  eeaerally  all  power* 
and  dutisB  of  the  Scotch  EducaUon  Depart- 
ment, an  defined  by  '  The  Education  (Scotbuid) 
Act.  1S72,'  in  ration  to  cdocation  in  Seot- 
land."-(J/r.  A.  S.  D.  EUiel.) 


Sib  JOHN  LUBBOCK  submitted  to 
the  Committee  that  this  was  not 
merely  a  Scotch  queetioD;  it  wks  also 
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one  in  which  England  was  very  much 
intereflted,  because  if  they  separated 
Sootch  education  from  English  they 
equally  separated  English  education 
from  Scottish.  This  Sad  been  repre- 
Bentod  as  a  matter  of  Scottish  self-go- 
Temment,  and,  no  doubt,  self-govern- 
Tuent  was  a  matter  that  was  extremely 
desirable ;  but  it  would  not  be  pio- 
moted  by  this  Bill.  Ke  deprecated 
the  clause  as  it  stood,  and  was  in 
fBTonr  of  the  adoption  of  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  ri^t  bon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  the  University  of 
Edinburgh  (Sir  Lyon  Hayfair).  The 
Bill  did  not  give  the  people  of  Mid 
Lothian  or  Perthshire,  or  Edinburgh 
or  Qlasgow,  any  additional  powers  over 
their  own  educational  affairs ;  but  it 
merely  placed  the  administration  under 
one  Minister  of  the  Crown  instead  of 
under  another.  It  did  not  transfer  the 
administration  even  to  Edinburgh,  but 
left  it,  aa  it  was  now,  in  London.  The 
object  at  which  they  should  aim  was  to 
eeoure,  aa  far  as  possible,  the  same  laws 
for  the  Three  Kingdoms,  and,  remember- 
ing that  union  was  strength,  to  main- 
tain firmly  the  unity  of  the  Empire. 
Bnt  the  tendency  of  the  olause  was  very 
different.  It  did  not  give  any  additional 
powers  of  local  aelf-govemment ;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  tended  to  intro- 
duce differences  between  Scotland  and 
England.  The  tendency  even  of  tbe 
same  system  administered  by  different 
persons  was  to  introdaoe  different  treat- 
ment, and  no  one  who  had  had  the 
honour  of  sitting  on  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee  of  that  House  could  fail  to 
have  observed  how  the  same  Acts  were 
interpreted  in  a  totally  different  manner 
by  different  Departments.  The  House  of 
Commons  had  for  many  years  been 
gradually  assimilating  the  laws  of  Eng- 
Und  and  Scotland,  to  the  great  ad- 
vantage of  both  Kingdoms,  and  this  un- 
fortunate and  mischievous  Bill  was  a 
step  backwards.  They  had  all  coo- 
demned  the  incongruous  arrangement 
which  placed  nnder  one  Minister  the 
responsibility  for  education  and  for 
cattle  disease.  But  it  was  now  proposed, 
BofarasScotland  was  concerned,  to  aggra- 
vate this  anomaly  tenfold,  and  impose  on 
one  Minister  a  number  of  incongruous 
duties,  to  perform  the  majority  of  which 
he  must  necessarily  be  unsiiited.  The 
question  before  the  Committee  was, 
in  truth,  whether  Ministers  should  bo 


allocated  to  subjects  or  to  localities.  If 
the  olause  under  discussion  passed  they 
could  not  stop  there.  The  real  ques- 
tion appeared  to  him  to  be  whether 
tbev  should  have  in  ^ture  one  Minister 
for  Education,  another  for  the  Local  Oo- 
vemment  Board,  another  presiding  over 
the  Home  Office,  and  so  on ;  or  whether 
they  should  have  separate  Ministers  for 
different  localities — Ministers  for  Scot- 
land,for  England,  for  Wales,  and  soon; 
because  if  IJiey  once  took  a  step  in  that 
direction  they  could  not  refrain  irom 
going  farther.  Surely  it  would  he 
wiser  to  have  their  Ministers  accord- 
ing to  the  subject  with  which  they  had 
to  deal  rather  than  according  to  tbe 
localities.  Which  was  the  most  natural 
division  of  duties,  by  subjects  or  by  loca- 
lities ?  His  hon.  Friend  who  had  jnet 
sat  down  stated  that  no  one  who  had 
been  present  last  night  could  have 
failed  to  mark  the  want  of  credit  which 
was  given  to  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
which  sat  last  year.  He  respectfully 
differed  altogether  from  the  views  of 
the  hon.  Member.  No  doubt,  the  Com- 
mittee had  reported  in  opposition  to  the 
viewa  of  the  hon.  Member  and  those 
who  agreed  with  him ;  but  he  thought 
that  Members  generally  would  concur 
with  him  (Sir  John  Lubbock)  that  the 
Committee  was  considered  at  the  time 
a  vei7  strong  Committee.  An  assertion 
had  been  made  that  the  Committee  de- 
clined to  hear  Scotch  witnesses ;  but  ho 
believed  that  was  entirely  a  mistake. 
None  of  the  Members  of  the  Committee 
to  whom  he  had  been  aUe  to  speak 
remembered  any  circumstance  of  the 
kind.  The  Committee  had  examined  the 
Heads  of  the  Department,  both  of  whom 
were  Scotchmen.  Aa  to  the  opinion  of 
Scotland  on  this  question,  his  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  the  University 
of  Edinburgh  (Sir  Lyon  Playfair)  showed 
them  last  night  that  the  opinion  of  the 
educationalists  of  Scotland  was  mainly 
against  the  proposals  in  the  Bill.  His 
hon.  Friend  who  bad  just  eat  down 
had  referred  to  the  views  of  the  Paisley 
Town  Council  and  others  who  were  in 
favour  of  the  clause;  but  although  the 
Town  Council  of  Paisley  had  petitioned 
in  favour  of  it,  tbe  school  board  of  thst 
town  had  petitioned  in  an  opposite  sense. 
In  fact,  the  most  important  school  boerda 
were  opposed  to  the  clause  in  the  Bill. 
So  far  as  he  could  learn,  there  bad  only 
been  one  meeting  ui>on  the  subject  held 
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in  Scotland,  and  that  vas  of  the  Educa- 
tional Congresa  at  Ayr,  whore  a  resolu- 
tion was  submitted  upon  the  queetion, 
and  tha  decision  arrived  at  was  unani- 
mousiy  in  favour  of  the  appointment  of 
a  Minister  of  Education  for  the  whole 
Kingidom.  One  momber  of  the  Con- 
gress, who  moved  an  amendment  in  the 
sense  of  the  clause,  got  no  support  what- 
ever, and  did  not  press  it  to  a  division. 
This  was  not  only  a  Scotch  question, 
but  he  maintained  that  English  opinion 
ehould  also  be  taken  into  consideration. 
Now,  in  England  he  believed  there  was 
no  one  who  was  interested  in  education 
who  would  not  lament  a  separation,  bo 
far  aa  education  was  eoncomed,  between 
England  and  Scotland.  They  now  se- 
lected for  the  Vice  Presidency  of  the  Coun- 
cil some  statesman  whose  attention  had 
been  particularly  directed  to  the  im- 
portant question  of  education,  and  who 
could  give  to  it,  he  would  not  say 
his  sole  attention,  but,  at  any  rate,  the 
beet  of  his  energies.  Having  decided 
the  questions  which  came  before  him, 
the  whole  of  Qreat  Britain  had  the 
benefit  of  his  esperience.  But  what 
would  happen  nnder  the  clause  ?  The 
Minister  for  Scotland  would  not  be 
ohosen  specially  from  an  educational 
point  of  view.  In  the  first  place,  he 
must  generally  be  a  Scotchman.  He 
would  have  to  deal  with  a  great  variety 
of  subjects  which  must  more  or  less  be 
taken  into  account.  But  even  suppose 
that  they  got  a  man  ae  good,  from  an 
educational  point  of  view,  as  they  did 
now,  still  he  would  not  practically  be  so 
efficient.  His  time  and  thoughts,  in- 
stead of  being  in  the  main  concentrated 
on  education,  would  be  distracted  by 
problems  connected  with  the  other 
duties  which  the  Bill  proposed  to  throw 
upon  him.  He  doubted  whether  among 
English  schooliuas  tore  onecould  be  fouud 
in  favour  of  the  proposed  cbanere.  The 
National  L'nioo  of  Elementary  Teachers, 
at  their  annual  Conference,  passed  a 
resolution  to  the  effect  that  a  Minister 
of  Education  should  be  immediately  ap- 
pointed, who  should  have  chaise  of 
elementary  and  secondary  education  in 
the  Unite^I  Kingdom  of  Qreat  Britain 
and  Ireland  ;  and  subsequently  the  exe- 
cutive of  the  Association  resolved  that 
every  assistance  be  given  to  the  educa- 
tional institutions  of  Scotland  in  their  op' 
position  to  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
Bill.  There  was  very  general  opposition 
Sir  John  Lubbock 


in  England  to  any  proposal  io  separate 
England  fromScotlandin  the  workof  edu- 
cation, and  there  was  a  nearly  unanimous 
opinion  that  education  would  he  greatly 
benefited  by  maintaining  the  connection. 
National  education  must  be  ooneidered 
from  a  national  point  of  view,  and 
not  merely  from  the  point  of  view 
of  any  ono  locality,  however  impor- 
tant ;  because  the  result  of  separation 
would  not  be  decentralization,  out  die- 
integration.  If  they  substituted  local 
authority  in  this  case  they  would  find 
themselves  unable  to  stop  there.  They 
had  already  seen  what  the  tendency 
was,  because  when  the  Bill  was  first 
drafted,  two  or  three  years  ago,  it  did 
not  include  education.  Education  was 
now  included  in  it,  and  there  was  still 
every  danger  of  allocating  fresh  eubjecta 
to  the  Minister  for  Scotland.  In  fact, 
the  whole  tendency  was  to  separate  the 
administration  of  the  two  countnee 
from  each  other.  Of  course,  if  that  were 
done  in  regard  to  Scotland,  it  was  clear 
that  it  woi^d  render  it  still  more  difficult 
to  resist  the  desire  for  Home  Bule  on  the 
part  of  Ireland.  The  bon.  Member 
stated  that  be  had  no  desire  to  establish 
anything  in  the  shape  of  Home  Bule ; 
but  it  did  not  matter  what  the  desire  of 
his  hon.  Friend  was  if  the  adoption  of  a 
priuoiple  of  this  kind  tended  directly  to 
encourage  such  a  measure.  It  would 
certainly  be  still  more  difficult  to  resist 
Home  Bule  in  Ireland ;  and  then  there 
would  probably  be  a  similar  demand  on 
the  part  of  Wales.  Indeed,  it  was  im- 
possible to  say  where  it  would  stop. 
No  doubt  hon.  Gentlemen  who  sup- 
ported the  clause  did  not  concur 
with  him  in  that  opinion.  He  hoped 
that  they  might  be  right,  and  that 
he  might  be  wrong.  Again,  there 
was  a  very  etiong,  he  might  al- 
most say  a  unanimous,  desire  On  the 
part  of  those  interested  in  education 
that  there  should  be  a  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation, and  that  he  should  have  a  seat 
in  the  Cabinet.  Evidently,  however, 
the  Bill  would  tend  to  defeat  thatobject. 
Scotch  Members  seemed  to  regard  this 
as  a  small  matter;  but  in  Scotland  itself 
the  Bill  was  regarded  as  of  much  im- 

Sortance.  It  was  stated  by  some  hon. 
entlemen  that  it  was  simply  a  matter 
of  administration  ;  but  it  seemed  to  him 
to  have  a  much  wider  bearing ;  and  he 
confessed  that  he  could  not  help  looking 
upon  the  proposal  with  a  coiuidsntbl« 
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amount  of  apprehension.  For  hia  part 
he  opposed  the  clause,  because  he  feared 
it  mi^ht  prove  "  the  little  reft  in  the 
lute"  which  would  introduce  discord, 
and  destroy  the  harmoDy  between  dif- 
ferent portions  of  the  Empire  which 
they  ought,  by  every  means  in  their 
power,  to  promote.  He,  therefore,  ez- 
preased  a  sincere  hope  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Qovemment  would  not  adopt  the 
Amendment  which  had  been  proposed, 
but  would,  on  the  Contrary,  support 
that  Tof  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  the 
Member  for  Uie  University  of  Edin- 
bn^h. 

Db.  CAMERON  wished  to  make  an 
explanation  with  regard  to  the  state- 
ment of  hia  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
the  University  of  London  (Sir  John 
Lubbock),  that  some  Members  of  the 
Ohilders'  Committee  were  not  aware  that 
Sootflh  evidence  had  been  tendered  to 
the  Committee  and  refused.  As  he  (Dr. 
Cameron)  was  responsible  for  that  state- 
ment he  would  give  his  authority.  The 
Secretary  to  the  Scotch  Board  of  Educa- 
tion (Dr.  Taylor)  wrote  as  follows  : — 

"  I  wrote  to  Sir  Lyon  Playlair  eameatly  ro- 
oommendiDg  that  the  Chninnan,  and,  at  leaat, 
ODB  mBin'ber  of  the  lata  Board  ol  GducatioQ, 
should  ba  iniitad  to  give  evidanoe,  and  he  paid 
no  attention  to  mj  suggeatian." 

8iB  LyON  PLAYFAIE:  1  never 
heard  of  that  suggestion  until  this  mo- 
ment. 

Mb.  ASHER  remarked,  that  if  his 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  the  Uni- 
versity of  London  (Sir  John  Lubbock) 
had  been  in  the  House  last  night  he 
would  have  discovered  that  the  al- 
most unanimous  opinion  of  the  House 
was  contrary  to  the  views  he  had  ex- 
pressed. 

Sib  JOHN  LUBBOCK  said,  there 
bad  been  a  mistake  about  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill.  He,  and  others, 
had  been  given  to  understand  that  it 
would  not  be  taken,  or  they  would  have 
been  in  their  places. 

Mb.  ASHER  said,  he  rather  thought 
that  the  proceedings  of  last  ni^ht  had 
conclusively  established  that,  by  the 
general  assent  of  the  House,  Scotch 
education  was  to  be  transferred  from  the 
Vice  President  of  the  Council  to  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland ;  and,  as  far  as 
be  could  gather,  tho  speech  of  bis  hon. 
Friend  was  directed  against  the  prin- 
ciple of  tbe  BiU,  and  against  the  estab- 


lishment of  any  Minister  at  all  for  the 
administration  of  Scotch  affairs.  He 
did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  repljring 
to  the  speech  of  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  the  University  of  London 
(Sir  John  Lubbock),  but  for  the  purpose 
of  making  some  remarks  on  the  Amend- 
ment of  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Roxburghshire  (Mr.  A.  Elliot),  because 
he  fully  realised  tbe  great  importance  of 
that  Amendment.  It  seemed  to  bim 
that  it  very  fairly  raised  the  question  aa 
to  what  ought  to  be  the  official  status 
and  tbe  position  of  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  in  regard  to  the  administra- 
tion of  Scotch  education.  Upen  the 
decision  of  that  question  it  would 
very  largely  depend  whether  the  trans- 
fer of  Scotch  education  from  the  Vice 
President  of  the  Council  to  tbe  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  was  to  be  a  step  ad- 
vantageous or  the  reverse.  The  pro- 
Eriety  of  that  transfer,  he  thought, 
ad  been  generally  regarded  as  in- 
volving questions  of  great  delicacy 
and  difficulty ;  and  he  did  not  at- 
tempt to  conceal  that  ha  bad  regarded 
it  from  that  point  of  view.  But  after 
the  beet  consideration  he  had  been  able 
to  give  to  the  subject  he  bad  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  advantages  re- 
sulting from  the  transfer  would  out- 
weigh the  possible  disadvantages  which 
were  anticipated  by  some.  But,  at  the 
same  time,  he  thought  the  realization  of 
the  advantages  depended  very  largely 
on  what  might  be  the  official  status  and 
position  of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
in  regard  to  the  administration  of 
Scotch  education.  He  was,  therefore, 
anxious  to  make  some  remarks  on  tbe 
Amendment  of  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Roxburghshire  (Mr.  A. 
Elliot),  because  he  was  in  this  position 
— that  be  sympathized  very  largely  with 
tbe  views  expressed  by  hia  hon.  Friend  ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  he  was  unable  to 
agree  with  the  Amendment  he  had  pro- 
posed. He  understood  that  it  was  the 
desire  of  bis  hon.  Friend  in  moving  tho 
Amendment  to  aggrandize,  as  far  as  he 
could,  the  position  of  tho  Secretary 
who  would  be  charged  with  tbe  ad- 
ministration of  Scotch  education,  and 
in  that  desire  his  bon.  Friend  had  his 
entire  sympathy ;  but  he  asked  his  ban. 
Friend's  attention  to  the  fact  that  if  the 
Amendment  he  had  proposed  were  car- 
ried the  result  would  be  to  extinguish 
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the  Scotch  Education  Department ;  and 
while  be  vished  to  see  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  oconpTing  aa  prominent  and 
leading  a  position  as  possible  in  connec- 
tion with  that  Department,  he  doubted 
very  much  the  expediency  of  extinguish- 
ing the  Department,  and  vesting  the 
whole  powers  at  present  belonging  to  it 
exclneirely  in  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land.  He  asked  his  hoo.  Friend  to 
consider  whether  he  was  not  going 
a  little  beyond  the  point  he  him- 
self aimed  at  in  pressiag  the  Amend- 
ment ;  and  whether  the  result  he  desired 
to  secure  would  not  be  more  effectually 
obtained  if  he  were  to  withdraw  the 
Amendment  and  support  the  Amend- 
ment of  bis  bon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Fifesbire  (Mr.  Preaton  Bruce),  who  pro- 
posed to  substitute  for  "  Yice  President  " 
the  word  "President."  On  the  ques- 
tion what  was  to  be  the  position  of 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  in  refer- 
ence to  Scotch  education,  there  ap- 
peared to  be  three  propositions  before 
the  Committee.  There  was  the  proposal 
in  the  Bill  to  make  the  Secretary  a  Vice 
President ;  there  was  the  proposal  of  his 
right  bon.  Friend  the  Member  for  the 
■University  of  Edinburgh  (Sir  Lyon 
Playfair)  that  the  Secretary  should  be 
an  tm  offieio  Member  of  the  Department. 
There  was  also  the  proposal  of  the  hen. 
Member  for  Fifeshire  (Mr.  Preston 
Bruce)  to  make  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land President  of  the  Education  Depart- 
ment. He  had  no  hesitation  In  saying 
that  he  was  in  favour  of  the  view  sug- 
gested by  his  bon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Fifeshire  (Mr.  Preston  Bruce).  "' 
appeared  to  him  that  there  could 
no  greater  danger  to  Scotch  education 
than  to  place  it  under  the  charge  of  a 
Minister  who  woiUd  not  be  a  Scotch 
Education  Minister  in  fact,  but  merely 
in  name.  He  doubted  very  much,  if 
the  Scotch  Secretary  were  merely  Vice 
President  of  the  Council,  or  merely  a 
Member  ix  officio  of  the  Council,  whether 
hewould  be  anything  more  thanaSi/oteh 
Minister  of  Education  in  name.  The 
effect  of  the  Bill  in  that  case  would  be  to 
detach  Scotch  education  from  the  care 
of  the  present  Vice  President  of  the 
Council,  and,  therefore,  to  lose  the 
benefit  of  his  attention  and  administra- 
tion, and  to  hand  it  over 
who,  in  his  (Mr.  Asher's)  opii 


enable  bim  properly  to  discharge  his 
duties  to  Sootland  in  the  matter.  There 
could  be  no  doubt  of  the  importance  of 
everything  connected  with  education  to 
the  people  of  Scotland.  Tbere  was,  pro- 
bably, no  subject  in  which  the  whole  mass 
of  the  people  of  Scotland  were  more 
directly  interested  than  in  that  of  edu- 
cation. To  the  facilities  of  education  they 
had  hitherto  enjoyed  they  owed  more 
than  anything  else  the  position  they  had 
occupied  in  the  battle  of  life.  After  this 
Bill  passed  the  Scotch  people  would  look 
to  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  and  hold 
bim  responsible  for  the  proper  adminis- 
tration of  education.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  that  was  a  responsibility  which  it 
would  not  be  legitimate  or  fair  to  put 
upon  any  Minister,  unless  they  gave  to 
bim,  at  the  same  time,  power  to  deal 
with  it  according  to  bis  own  judgment. 
It  he  were  merely  to  be  a  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council,  or  an  «x  o^itit  Mem- 
ber of  the  Council,  he  would  not  have 
the  opportunity  of  exercising  that  power 
and  that  independent  judgment  which 
was  essential  to  the  proper  administra- 
tion of  bis  Office.  He  would  be  liable 
to  be  frustrated  by  a  possible  difiference 
of  opinion  between  the  Lord  President 
of  the  Council  and  himself,  on  the  one 
hand,  and  on  the  other,  through  want 
of  sufficient  authority  in  himself,  to  be 
controlled,  to  a  large  extent,  by  the  per- 
manent Department  over  which  he  would 
preside,  lie  (Mr.  Asher)  did  not  mean 
by  that  to  depreciate  the  great  advan- 
tage it  must  be  for  a  Minister  to  have 
the  assistance  of  a  permanent  Depart- 
ment ;  but  there  could  not  be  any  doubt 
that,  as  between  the  Minister  and  the 
permanent  Department,  the  influence 
of  the  Ministor  would  lately  de- 
pend upon  whether  he  was  inde- 
pendent or  subordinate.  He  thought 
that  it  would  bo  highly  disadvantage- 
ous to  the  interests  of  Scotch  education 
if  the  Secretory  for  Sootland,  whom  he 
assumed  it  waa  now  decided  to  charge 
witbthu  administratioQ  of  Scotch  edu- 
cation, were  not  a  person  with  control- 
ling power  in  the  matter ;  and  he  humbly 
thought  that  the  best  way  of  effecting 
that  object  waa  to  accept  the  Amend- 
ment of  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Fifeshire  (Mr.  Preston  Bruce),  and  not 
Minister  j  that  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Boxburgb- 
1,  would    shire  (Mr.  Elliot),  which  took  no  step 


not  have  the  power  that  was  essential  to    to  strengthen  the  hands  of    the    Mi- 

Mr.  Athir 
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nister,  but  to  deprive  liim  of  the  able 
advice  he  would  obtain  from  a  tScotoh 
Education  Department.  He  vished 
to  see  the  Uiniater  in  the  position  of 
a  person  rather  having  to  take  than  to 

five  adTice.  If  ho  were  a  Vice  Presi- 
ent  be  would  give  advice ;'  if  he  were 
President  he  would  receive  advice,  and 
act  according  to  his  own  judgment. 

Sia  LYON  PLAYFAIR  said,  he 
would  remind  the  Committee  that  it 
would  be  impossible  ever  to  get  through 
their  work  if  endlees  speeches  rangiog 
over  all  the  Amondmeuta  on  the  Paper 
wereto  be  delivered.  He  would,  therefore. 
confine  himself  to  the  Amendment  of 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Hox- 
burgbshire  (Mr.  Elliot).  Sis  hon.  Friend 
seemed  to  have  forgotten  the  speech  of 
the  Earl  of  Bosebery  in  the  other  House 
when  he  introduced  hia  Bill.  The  noble 
Earl  said  be  was  desirous  to  transfer 
education  whollj  to  the  Scotch  Minister ; 
but  upon  examining  it  he  found  he 
would  have  to  pull  up  all  the  education 
of  Scotland,  root  and  branch,  from  the 
present  system,  and  he  said  it  was  im- 
possible to  do  that  on  the  tines  of  the 
Department  aa  it  now  existed.  It  was 
for  that  reason  that  the  noble  Earl 
altered  the  Bill,  and  made  the  Scotch 
Secretary  Yice  President  of  the  Educa- 
tion Department.  Ho  did  not  propose 
to  discuss  that  question  now,  because  it 
would  come  on  afterwards ;  but  he 
entreated  the  Committee  not  to  agree  to 
the  Amendment  of  bis  boa.  Friend, 
which  was  really  pulling  up  the  whole 
root  of  the  education  of  Scotland  with- 
out repealing  the  Acts  upon  which  it 
had  been  grounded,  or  introducing  any 
other  measure  by  which  education  could 
be  carried  on.  The  Bill  at  present  ran 
on  the  lines  of  the  Education  Depart- 
ment ;  but  tbo  Amendment  proposed  by 
bis  hon.  Friend  was  a  complete  upheaval 
of  the  whole  system,  without  substi- 
tuting anything  else  that  was  reasonable. 
He  therefore  opposed  the  Amendment 
of  his  hon.  Friend.  I 

Ma.  SAMSAY  said,  he  did  not  un- 
derstand the  Amendment  of  hie  hon. 
Friend  in  the  way  in  which  the  right 
hon.  Oentleman  understood  it.  The 
Amendment  proposed  to  confer  on 
the  new  Minister  all  the  powers  and 
duties  of  the  Scotch  Education  De- 
partment as  defined  by  "The  Edu- 
cation    (Scotland)    Act,    1872."      Ho 


Eaw  no  reason  why  the  conferrinp-  of 
those  powers  on  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land should  do  away  with  the  Scotch 
Education  Department.  There  was  no 
reason  for  apprehending  any  such  con- 
sequence, and  there  was  no  provision  of 
the  kind  contained  in  the  Amendment. 
The  Amendment  simply  proposed  to 
continue  in  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
all  the  power  and  privileges  of  the 
Scotch  Education  Department,  and  the 
power  and  privileges  of  the  Scotch  Edu- 
cation Department  were  defined  in  the 
Act  of  1872,  and  other  Acts  relating  to 
education,  which  would  hereafter  have 
to  be  dealt  with.  He  thought  it  would  be 
a  great  mistake,  and  be  quite  concurred 
with  bis  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the 
Member  for  Elgin  (Mr.  Asher)  in 
thinking  that  there  would  be  ad- 
vantage in  having  the  Secretary  for 
Scotlemd  Minister  of  the  Scotch  Edu- 
cation Department  rather  than  that 
■  second  President  of  the  GouDcil 
should  be  established.  But  be  thought 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  was 
forgetting  that  the  Education  De- 
partment up  to  this  time,  as  far  as 
counsel  and  advice  had  gone,  had  never 
been  anything  more  than  a  name.  "What 
had  they  done?  [^Laugliler.~\  Hon. Mem- 
bers laughed,  he  presumed,  at  the  idea 
of  his  putting  such  a  query,  seeing  that 
the  Scotch  Education  Department  never 
met.  He  had  certainly  never  heard  of 
a  meeting  of  the  Scotch  Education  De- 
partment—  that  was  to  say,  that  the 
Members  of  the  Department,  who  were 
Privy  Counoillors,  bad  never  been  called 
together  on  any  occasion  except  in  re- 
gard to  the  Bill  now  under  discus- 
sion, and  called  the  "  Heriot's  Endow- 
ment Bill." 

Tub  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour)  thought  that  the  Committee 
were  wasting  time  in  this  preliminary 
discussion.  Tbe  point  the  Committee 
bad  to  decide  and  what  the  Oovernment 
wanted  to  know  was  whether  the  Scotch 
people  wanted  to  hand  over  Scotch 
educational  affairs  to  a  President,  a  Vice 
PreBident,|or  an  »a  officio  Member  of  the 
Privy  Council.  Those  were  tbe  threo 
proposilions  which  were  before  the  Com- 
mittee. He  did  not  wish  to  discuss  any 
of  the  three  alterqatives ;  but  he  would 
ask  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Boxburghshire  (Mr.  Elliot)  whether  he 
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did  not  thialt  it  a  more  convenient 
course  to  withdraw  hia  Amendment, 
and  discuss  tbe  subject  on  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  Fife  (Mr. 
Preston  Bruce)  ?  He  thought  that  would 
be  far  the  most  convenient  oourse  for 
the  Committee  to  take,  and  he  would 
recommend  it  in  the  interest  of  pto- 


not  withdraw  the  Amendment  at  pre- 
aent.  Ke  should  like,  in  the  first  place, 
to  know  more  distinctly  what  the  Qo- 
rerament  proposed  to  do  in  the  matter, 
andwbether  hiehon.and  learned  Friend 
the  Member  for  Elgin  (Mr.  Aeher)  re- 
presented the  views  of  the  Front  Uppo- 
sition  Bench?  He  would  remind  the 
Committee  that  in  moving  the  Amend- 
tnent  he  had  beg^n  his  statement  hj 
pointinf^  out  that  there  was  no  an- 
tagonism between  his  Amendment  and 
that  of  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Fife  (Mr.  Preston  Bruce).  He  thought, 
however,  that  the  whole  question  would 
be  better  considered  in  one  discussion 
rather  than  in  two  or  three,  and  he 
would  like  that  one  •discussion  to  be 
taken  now. 

Mb.  A8HEE,  in  reply  to  a  question 
from  the  hon.  Member  for  Roxburgh- 
shire (Mr.  A.  Elliot),  said,  that  in  the 
remarks  be  had  made  he  had  only  ex- 
pressed his  own  personal  opinions. 

Ms.  PEESTON  BRUCE  said,  the 
present  difficulty  of  the  position  was  a 
good  deal  owing  to  extreme  uncertainty 
as  to  what  tlie  Oovemment  intended  to 
do.  Ae  far  as  he  could  determine,  the 
Bill  of  the  Government  placed  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  in  exactly  the  same 
relation  to  the  Lord  President  ae  the 
Vice  President  now  occupied,  and,  con- 
sequently, it  left  the  question  of  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  Scotch  Education  Depart- 
ment in  the  hands  of  the  Lord  President ; 
secondly,  it  probably  left  the  Scotch 
official  staff  along  with  the  English 
official  staff ;  and,  in  the  third  place, 
he  supposed  it  implied  that  in  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Scotiih  Committee  of  the 
Privy  Council  the  Lord  President  would 
preside  if  he  were  present.  It  was  some- 
thing to  know  that  that  was  the  mean- 
ing of  the  clause  as  it  stood  ;  but  it  was 
an  arrangement  which,  ho  thought,  was 
much  to  be  deprecated;  and,  personalty, 
be  would  rather  take  the  direct  Amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfuii 


Eosburghshire  (Mr.  A.  Elliot),  yet 
he  believed  that  his  (Mr.  Brnce's) 
Amendment  would  substantially  have 
the  same  effect.  If  he  had  any  indica- 
tion from  the  Government  that  they 
would  accept  it,  he  believed  (he  hon. 
Member  for  Roxbui^hshire  (Mr.  Elliot) 
would  withdraw  his  Amendment. 

The  president  {Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four) said,  that  the  Oovemment  thought 
that,  on  the  whole,  the  Bill  as  it  now 
etood  represented  the  general  bias  of 
Scotch  sentiment.  He  admitted  that 
they  had  had  some  difficulty  in  arriving 
at  that  opinion.  They  did  not  think 
that  the  various  Amendments  were  very 
profound  or  very  substantial ;  and,  on 
the  whole,  they  were  of  opinion  that  the 
scheme  embodied  in  the  Bill  was  the 
beat  scheme  thai  could  be  adopted,  and 
they  desired  to  take  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee  on  that  question.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down  had 
asked  a  series  of  questions  as  to  the 
precise  position  which,  under  the  Bill, 
the  Minister  for  Scotland  would  occupy. 
The  Government  thought  the  Minister 
for  Scotland  should  occupy,  as  regarded 
Scotch  education,  precisely  the  aame 
position  as  that  which  was  occupied  ia 
regard  to  English  education  by  the  Vice 
President  of  the  Council — not  a  higher 
and  not  a  lower  position.  The  Amend- 
ment of  the  bon.  Gentleman  would,  as 
he  understood  the  matter,  put  him  in  a 
higher  position  than  was  occupied  by 
his  right  bon.  Friend  near  him  (Ut.  E. 
Stanhope)  in  regard  to  England.  He 
did  not  think  that  that  would  effect  any 
improvement  in  the  matter.  To  give  to 
Scotland  everything  that  England  had 
appeared  to  the  Qovemment  to  be  ade- 
quate and  sufficient.  Therefore,  the  Bill 
as  it  stood  was  a  sufficient  and  reasonable 
compromise  between  the  extreme  views 
expressed  by  the  bon.  Member  for  Fife 
(Mr.  Preston  Bruce)  on  the  one  hand, 
and  those  of  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Edinburgh  University  (Sir  Lyon  Play- 
fair)  on  the  other.  The  Government 
were  satisded,  on  the  whole,  that  tho 
opinion  of  Scotland  was  in  favonr  of  the 
Bill. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN  said,  that  at  last 
they  bad  arrived  at  the  deliverance  of 
the  Qovemment  Bench  ;  but  it  certainly 
was  not  in  accordance  with  the  opinion 
expressed  by  the  right  hon.  GeoUemfln 
last  night.    As  far  as  ho  understood  the 
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right  hon.  Qeatleman'e  statement  last 
night,  it  VEU  that  his  opinion  was  that 
the  Scotch  Secretary  should  bo  made — 
he  thought  the  ^ord  used  by  the  right 
hoQ,  Gentleman  was  "Chairman"  of 
the  Education  Board. 

The  president  (Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
P0I7R)  said,  that  he  had  never  said  any- 
thing of  the  kind.  What  he  had  said 
was  that  the  effect  of  tho  Amendment  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  would 
he  to  make  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
Chairman ;  but  he  had  nerer  said  that 
he  thought  he  should  he  so. 

Ma.  BUCHANAN  begged  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  pardon;  but  many 
hon.  members  had  been  under  a  similar 
misapprehenBion,  and  had  regarded  the 
statement  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
in  that  way.  But  in  regard  to  what  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  now  said, 
there  could  be  no  question  that  the  Go- 
Temment  did  not  intend  to  give  the 
Scotch  Secretary  effective  charge  of 
education.  There  could  do  longer  be 
any  doubt  about  that.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  j^o  Uni- 
versity of  Edinburgh  (Sir  Lyon  Play- 
fair]  had  pointed  it  out  with  perfect 
clearness  last  night;  and  there  was 
one  part  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's speech  in  which  he  (Mr.  Bu- 
chanan) entirely  concurred  —  namely, 
where  he  pointed  out  that  the  Scotch 
Secretary,  as  Tice  President  in  regard 
to  Scotch  education,  instead  of  being 
practically  patamonnt,  as  in  England, 
would  virtually  have  no  control  over 
education.  The  nod  which  the  Home 
Secretary  gave  just  now  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Fife  (Mr.  Preston  Bruoo) 
folly  confirmed  his  (Mr.  Buchanan's) 
intorpretatioa  as  to  the  result  of  what 
the  QoTemment  proposed  to  do.  His 
hon.  Friend  had  asked  if  this  Bill 
would  leave  all  the  patronage  in  the 
hands  of  the  Lord  President,  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  nodded  "Yes." 
And  when  his  hon.  Friend  further 
asked  if  it  would  not  also  leave  the 
staff  for  the  Scotch  educational  work  in 
the  English  Department,  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  ap> 
proved.  Now,  that  was  contrary  to 
what  the  Home  Secretary  had  told  them 
last  night  in  regard  to  Clause  2.  ICritt 
of  "  No !  "]  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
waa  asked  whether  the  Amendment  |iro- 
posed  by  him  to  be  introduced  into 
Clause  2  would  enable  the  officials  of 
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the  Department  charged  with  Scotch 
education  to  be  transferred  to  the  new 
Secretary's  Office,  and  he  answered  yes; 
but  they  now  discovered  that,  although 
it  would  enable  them  to  be  transferred 
to  the  new  Office,  it  was  not  the  intention 
of  the  Government  that  they  should 
be  so  transferred.  [Criii  of  "No!"] 
Well,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did 
not  deny  it;  and  now  they  had  a 
declaration  from  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  President  of  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board,  speaking  on  behalf  of 
the  Government,  that  it  was  not  the  in- 
tention to  work  the  Scotch  Education 
Department  from  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland's  Of&ce.  He,  therefore,  main- 
tained that  the  Government  did  not 
intend  to  give  the  Scotch-  Secretary 
effective  charge  of  Scotch  education 
under  this  Bill.  His  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh (Sir  Lyon  Playfair)  had  quoted 
the  Earl  of  Bosebery,  but  had  omitted 
to  say  what  the  nature  of  the  discussion 
was  which  took  place  in  the  House  of 
Lords.  The  BiU,  as  it  now  stood,  was 
not  in  the  shape  in  which  the  Amend- 
ment had  been  submitted  by  the  Earl 
of  Bosebery;  and  what  the  Earl  of 
Bosebery  said  in  regard  to  the  purport 
of  the  Bill  as  it  stood  was  that  it  was 
not  taking  Scotch  education  out  of  the 
Education  Office,  nor  was  it  putting 
education  under  the  control  of  the 
Scotch  Board. 

The  PRESIDENT  (Mr.  A.  J.  Bai- 
Foxm)  :  Who  said  that  ? 

Mk.  BUCHANAN  said,  he  was  quot- 
ing a  speech  of  the  Earl  of  Bosebery  in 
the  House  of  Lords  on  the  third  read- 
ing of  the  Bill.  The  Marquess  of 
Lothian,  on  the  same  occasion,  asked  if 
it  was  intended  that  the  Scotch  Educa- 
tion Department  was  to  be  wholly  dis- 
tinct and  separate  from  the  English 
Education  Department,  and  the  control 
vested  in  a  Scotch  Minister  upon  the 
Committee  of  Council.  [_Crut  of  "Or- 
der! "J  He  fully  appreciated  the 
generosity  of  the  Committee  in  allow- 
ing him  to  transgress  the  Butes  of  the 
Committee  by  quoting  a  debate  in 
"  another  place."  But  they  had  the 
evidence  of  the  Earl  of  Bosebery  him- 
self in  the  House  of  Lords  and  the 
statement  of  a  supporter  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  House  of  Lords  that  the 
Bill  would  not  give,  in  any  effective 
way,  the  charge  of  Scotch  education  to 
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the  Secretary  lor  Scotland.  And  now 
the  Government  told  them  that  it  had 
never  been  inteaded,  in  any  effective 
way,  to  confer  the  chai^  of  Scotch 
education  npon  tho  Secretary  for 
Scotland.  Therefore,  in  order  to  test 
the  sincerity  of  the  QoTemment  on 
the  subject,  be  hoped  they  would  have 
a  distinct  division  —  he  did  not  care 
whether  it  was  taken  upon  the  pre- 
sent Amendment  or  that  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Fife  (Mr.  Preston  Bruce) — 
OS  to  whether  they  were  to  give 
effective  control — yes  or  no — of  Scotch 
education  to  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land. 

The  9ECHETAHT  op  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  {Sir  E. 
AssHETON  Gross)  said,  the  hon.  Member 
was  mistaken  in  regard  to  what  bad 
fallen  from  bis  right  hon.  Friend  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  either  last  night  or  to-niftht.  He 
was  not  aware  that  hie  right  hon. 
Friend  had  ever  changed  his  mind  at 
all ;  and  the  Government  were  reapon- 
eible  for  this  part  of  the  Bill  loDg  before 
it  came  down  from  the  House  of  Jjords. 
He  thoughtthe  hon.  Member  was  wrong 
in  saying  that  the  Gbvemment  did  not 
wiah  that  the  Scotch  people  should  have 
a  proper  voice  in  their  own  educational 
matters.  If  the  general  feeling  of  all  the 
Scotch  Members  had  been  clearly  one 
on  this  matter,  the  Uovernment,  what- 
ever their  own  views  were,  would  have 
felt  bound  by  their  opinions;  bnt,  unfor- 
tunately, the  opinion  of  the  Scotch  Mem- 
bers was  very  muchdivided.  There  were, 
as  thePresident  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  had  stated,  three  different  and 
distinct  views  on  the  subject.  One  was 
that  the  whole  of  the  work  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Scotch  Education  Depart- 
ment should  absolutely  and  completely 
pass  over  to  the  Scotch  Office  under  the 
charge  of  a  President,  and,  although 
nominally  in  London,  it  should  be  abso- 
lutely separate  from  the  Education  De- 
partment. That  was  one  view  of  the 
matter.  Another  view  was  that  the 
Secretary  tor  Scotland  should  eimply  be 
an  tx  officio  Member  of  the  Scotch  Edu- 
cation Board,  which  went  entirely  the 
other  way.  A  great  number  of  people 
in  Scotland  took  one  viewof  the  matter; 
bat  there  was  also  a  conuderable  num- 
ber of  persons  who  would  be  quite  con- 
tent with  a  mean  between  the  two  ex- 
tremes, and  that  mean  had  been  found 
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in  the  present  Bill.  As  there  was  no- 
thing like  unanimity  in  Scotland  fu  to 
either  of  the  extremes,  he  thonght  it 
would  be  wise  to  remain  by  the  Bill  *a 
it  stood.  The  hon.  Member  who  last 
spoke  might  not  have  known  that  there 
was  an  Amendment  on  the  Paper  in  the 
of  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  the  University  of  Glasgow  (ilr. 
J.  A.  Campbell),  to  the  effect  that  the 
Scotch  Education  Board  should  have  a 
distinct  permanent  Secretary  to  attend 
to  the  business  of  Scotch  education.  To 
that  Amendment  be  attached  consi- 
derable importance.  They  considered 
that  if  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  was 
to  be  Vice  President  of  the  Education 
Board  for  Scotland,  it  was  quite  right 
that  be  should  have  a  permanent  Secre- 
tary with  an  adequate  staff.  So  far  as 
the  Government  were  concerned,  they 
had  a  real  desire  to  know  what  the 
voice  of  the  people  of  Scotland  was  in 
the  matter ;  but,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, he  thought  it  would  be  better 
to  abide  by  the  Bill  as  it  stood  in  the 
absence  of  any  strong  feeling  in  favonr 
of  one  or  other  of  the  three  alternatives 
proposed,  and  he  hoped  they  would  now 
go  to  a  diviwon,  so  that  they  might  sea 
bow  Scotch  opinion  was  running  on  the 
point.  That  could  scarcely  be  done  by 
first  having  one  speech  on  one  side  and 
then  one  on  the  other. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  said,  he  ho^ 
the  Committee  had  now  really  done  with 
the  Amendment.  He  confessed  that  he 
was  unable  to  read  the  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Boxburghshlre 
(Mr.  A.  E.  D.  Elliot)  without  looking 
at  the  other  Amendment  in  the  name  of 
the  same  hon.  Member  in  which  they 
were  asked  to  leave  out  Clause  6,  which 
would  be  perfectly  destructive  of  educa- 
tion in  Scotland.  The  Committee  were 
placed  in  a  sort  of  quandary  betwean 
making  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  either 
President,  or  Vice  President,  or  an 
IX  officio  Member.  He  sympathized  with 
the  idea  of  making  the  new  Mioiater  an 
ta  officio  Member  of  the  Department 
only ;  but  he  thought  the  Oovemmeat 
had  acted  wisely  in  choosing  the  middle 
course  of  making  him  Vice  President 

Me.  a.  E.  D.  ELLIOT  said,  he  rasa 
to  say  that,  in  consequence  of  the  t»* 
marks  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Elgin  (Mr.  Asber),  he  would  with- 
draw hie  Amendment,  so  that  the  divi- 
sion might  be  taken  upon  that  of  hta 
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hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Fife  (Mr. 
Presto D  Bruce). 

AmendmeDt,  b;  leave,  wUhdraten. 

The  chairman  asked  if  the  bon. 
Member  for  Edinburgh  (Mr.  BuchaDao) 
withdreir  hie  Amendment? 

Mb.  BUCHANAN  said,  he  did  not 
propose  to  take  that  coarse  at  present ; 
and  aa  he  wished  to  say  a  few  words 
upon  the  Amendment,  he  would  move 
to  insert,  after  the  word  "  Schedule,"  in 
line  12— 

"And  all  righta  ot  patronage  relatinK  to 
AducatioD&l  office*  and  appoiDtmenta  in  Sco&nd 
TMted  in  tbe  Lord  FrMidnit  ot  the  Council  or 
the  Scotch  Edocation  Dapartment." 
If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  look 
at  tbe  Amendment,  he  would  see  that  if 
the  Amendment  of  his  hon.  Friend  below 
him  (Mr.  Elliot),  or  of  hie  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Fife  (Mr.  Preston 
Bruoe),  had  been  accepted  by  the  Oo- 
▼emment,  he  would  nerer  have  thonght 
of  moving  his  own ;  but,  ou  the  under- 
standing  that  the  Qovemment  were  dis- 
inclined to  accept  either  of  the  Amend- 
ments of  his  hon.  Friends,  he  main- 
tained that  his  would,  to  a  certain 
degree,  extend  the  functions  of  the  Vice 
President  created  by  the  Bill,  and  would 
give  him  a  more  effective  charge  over 
Scotch  education  than  be  would  other- 
wise have.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Bradford  (Mr.  W.  E.  < 
Forster),  in  his  evidence  before  the  Cbil- 
ders'  Committee,  had  expressed  a  strong 
opinion  on  the  subject  in  support  of  the 
idea  that  the  Vice  President  or  Minister 
in  charge  of  education  should  also  have 
the  charge  of  the  patronage  connected 
with  education.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Sheffield  (Mr. 
Mundella)had  been  equally  strong  upon 
the  subject — that  for  the  effective  ma- 
nagement of  education  the  Minister  in 
eharge  should  also  have  the  choice  of 
those  who  were  to  work  out  the  details 
of  the  Department.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  bad  carried  his  views  in  that 
direction,  to  some  extent,  during  his 
tenure  of  Office  as  Tice  President  of  the 
Council,  and  had  succeeded  in  vesting  a 
considerable  part  of  the  patronage  in 
the  Tice  President  which  had  previouBlj 
been  exercised  by  the  Lord  President. 
He  (Mr.  Buchanan),  therefore,  thought 
there  was  distinct  value  to  be  attached 
to  his  Amendment,  supposing  that  the 
Government  were  unwilling  to  oocept 
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the  other  two  Amendments-  As  had  been 
pointed  out  by  his  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Edinburgh  TIniveraity  (Sir 
Lyon  Playfair),  the  Tice  President, 
under  the  Bill,  would  not  really  have 
charge  of  Scotch  education,  and  would 
not  have  any  control  over  the  appoint- 
ments of  those  who  were  to  carry  out 
the  work  of  the  Education  Department. 
His  Amendment  remedied  one  of  those 
defects  by  transferring  the  patronage  of 
the  Department  to  the  new  Minister. 
He  also  thought  that  in  support  of  that 
Amendment  he  might  quote  the  opinion 
of  tbe  President  of  the  Council  himself, 
because  when  the  Bill  was  before  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  the  Lord  President 
was  asked  a  question  as  to  patronage, 
be  stated  that  it  would  remain  in  the 
hands  of  the  Lord  President,  in  whom 
it  had  been  vested  by  statute,  and  that 
it  could  not  be  removed  except  by 
statute.  Therefore,  he  maintained  that 
his  Amendment  would  simply  cany  out 
the  view  of  tbe  President  of  the  Council 
himself,  who  had  stated  that  be  accepted 
the  Amendment  of  the  Earl  of  Bosebery 
in  substance,  and  that  he  wished  to  vest 
the  patronage  connected  with  the  Scotch 
Education  Department  in  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  3,  line  12,  after  tha  word  "Sche- 
dule," add  "and  all  rights  of  patronage  re- 
lating to  educational  officei  and  appointmanta 
in  Scotland  veiled  in  the  Ijord  Preaident  of  the 


Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

The  PEESIDENT  (Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
poca)  said,  he  admitted  that  it  would  be 
a  very  important  thing  if  the  Lord  Pre- 
eident  were  to  exercise  the  rights  of 
patronage  without  consulting  tbe  Vice 
President ;  but  was  there  the  least 
shadow  of  ground  for  supposing  that  be 
would  do  ao  f 

Mb.  BUCHANAN  said,  that  it  had 

The  PEESIDENT  (Mr.  A.  J.  Bai- 
fottk)  said,  the  hon.  Gentleman  forgot 
that  Scotch  education  was  at  present 
managed  by  the  Tice  President  of  the 
Council.  No  doubt,  there  was  over  that 
Council  a  President,  and  ha  was  nomi- 
nally vested  with  the  patronage. 

Me.  BUCHANAN :  Not  only  nomi- 
nally, but  really. 
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The  president  (Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four) said,  the  same  thing  applied  in 
the  case  of  England  ;  and  could  anybody 
suppose  that  education  in  England  was 
vitiated  bj  such  an  arrangement  ?  Of 
course,  in  all  educational  matters  tho 
Lord  President  consulted  tlie  Vice  Pre- 
sident ;  and  aa  he  consulted  the  Vice 
President  in  England,  he  would  un- 
doubtedly consult  the  Vice  President  iu 
Scotland,  if  the  Secretary  foT  Scotland 
were  constituted  Tioe  President  by  the 
Bill.  He  did  not  think  that  any  diffi. 
oulty  could  arise,  and  no  danger  would 
exist  in  regard  to  Scotch  education 
which  had  not  existed  in  reference  to 
English  education  ever  since  the  Edu- 
cation Act  passed.  He  would  go  further, 
and  appeal  to  hon.  Qentlemen  opposite, 
who  looked  forward  to  the  time  when 
there  would  be  one  Education  Minister 
for  the  United  Kingdom.  He  would  not 
presume  to  say  how  far  an  Education 
Minister  for  the  whole  of  the  Kingdom 
was  necessary;  but  it  was  perfectly  dear 
that  by  establishine  two  Vice  Presi- 
dents, one  for  Scotland  and  one  for 
England,  and  having  over  them  a  Presi- 
dent, they  left  the  door  open  for  any 
future  politicians  who  might  so  desire 
to  establish  a  general  Education  Minis- 
ter for  the  whole  Kingdom  without 
seriously  disarranging  the  mechanism 
which  this  Bill  proposed  to  constitute. 
Therefore,  neither  on  the  ground  of  ex- 
isting practical  inconvenience  nor  on 
the  ground  of  future  inconvenience 
could  any  difficulty  arise ;  consequently, 
he  was  unable  to  accept  the  Amendment 
ofthebon.  Gentleman.  At  all  events, 
it  was  clear  that  no  weight  or  burden 
would  be  imposed  upon  Scotch  educa- 
tion by  this  Bill,  which  did  not  exist  at 
the  present  moment  in  connection  with 
English  education ;  and,  as  hon.  Members 
well  knew,  the  work  of  English  education 
was  very  ably  and  effectively  managed 
by  the  Vice  President  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  J.  B.  BALFOTJE  thought  it 
would  be  unfortunate  if  hie  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Edinburgh  (Mr.  Bn- 
ohanan)  were  to  press  tbia  Amendment, 
and  for  this  reason— that  a  good  many 
hon.  Members  would  be  constrained  to 
vote  against  it  who  still  wished  to  give 
the  Minister  for  Scotland  a  real  and 
effective  control  over  Scotch  education. 
If  they  divided  upon  this  Amendment 
they  would  be  voting  upon  afalee  issue. 
He  thought  tho  division  ought  to  be 
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taken  upon  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Fife  (Mr.  Preston  Bruce] 
He  took  it  that  if  this  official  were  made 
the  President  of  the  Education  Board, 
as  he  hoped  to  see  bim,  thie  patronage 
would  follow  from  hia  status  and  posi' 
tion.  But  if  his  hon.  Friend  insisted 
upon  going  to  a,  division  upon  his 
Amendment  hon.  Members  who  wished 
to  see  the  same  object  brought  about — 
but  who  desired  to  see  it  brought  about 
in  a  different  way — would  be  compelled 
to  vote  against  bim,  and  their  vote 
would  he  liable  to  misapprehension. 
The  proper  time  for  considering  the 
question  was  when  they  came  to  deal 
with  the  Amendment  of  hie  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Fife  (Mr.  Preston 
Bruce],  and  a  declaration  about  patron- 
age  in  the  present  clause  would  be 
superfluous  and  inconvenient.  He, 
therefore,  hoped  that  his  hon.  Friend 
would  follow  the  course  which  had  been 
taken  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Box- 
burgbshire  (Mr.  EUiot],  and  would 
withdraw  the  Amendment,  leaving  the 
Committee  to  divide  upon  that  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Fife  (Mr.  Preston 
Bruce). 

Mr.  MABJOBIBANES  also  hoped 
the  hon.  Member  for  Edinburgh  (Mr. 
Buchanan)  would  not  press  his  Amend- 
ment, which  he  thought  would  come  ■ 
great  deal  better  after  they  had  decided 
whether  the  Miaister  was  to  be  Presi- 
dent or  Tice  President.  When  they 
came  to  discuss  the  question  of  patron- 
age, that  was  a  matter  upon  which  he 
might  have  a  good  deal  to  say  ;  aud  if 
there  were  any  danger  of  the  patronage 
not  being  exercised  by  the  Soorotaiy  of 
State,  then  the  Amendment  of  his  hon. 
Friend  might  be  usefully  brought  up  on 
the  Beport. 

Sib  GEOEGE  CAMPBELL  thought 
the  advice  of  the  late  Lord  Advocate 
(Mr.  J.  B.  Balfour]  was  very  good  ad- 
vice, aud  he  hoped  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Edinburgh  (Mr.  Buchanan) 
would  take  that  view  of  the  matter- 
Personally,  he  was  inclined  to  enter  into 
a  compromise  which  would  make  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  Vice  President 
and  retain  the  connection  with  England. 
He  thought  that  would  be  the  best  ar- 
rangement, and  with  that  view  he 
thought  the  Amendment  bad  better  be 
brought  forward  on  Clause  fi.  One  great 
defect  in  the  present  English  system  was 
that  whereas   one  man   did  the  work 
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another  man  had  the  patronage.  He 
thought  the  Vice  Freaident  of  the 
Council  ought  to  be  the  real  Minister 
of  Education,  and  that  he  should  have 
all  the  patronage.  It  would  be  a  very 
bad  thing  for  eduoation  in  Scotland,  if 
one  Minister  were  to  do  all  the  work 
of  the  Department,  and  another  were  to 
exeroiee  all  the  patronage.  He  trusted 
his  hon.  Friend  would  persevere  with 
his  Amendment,  but  not  upon  the  pre- 
sent olause.  He  thought  there  ought 
to  bo  in  Scotland  one  man  with  definite 
ideas  in  regard  to  the  administration  of 
education,  who  should  also  mako  all  the 
appointments. 

Mk.  BUCHANAN  said,  that  although 
he  was  inclined  to  agree  with  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Kirkcaldy  (Sir 
George  Campbell)  aa  to  the  propriety  of 
with^awing  the  Amendment,  he  was 
a&aid  he  could  not  do  it  on  the  ground 
which  hie  hon.  Friend  had  aasigneid.  He 
wished  to  point  out  to  the  late  Lord 
Advocate — his  right  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  the  Member  for  Clackmannan 
(Hr.  J.  B.  Balfour)— that  he  appeared 
to  ba  a  little  timorous  with  regard  to 
the  Totas  that  were  given  in  that  House. 
He  would  only  point  out  that  if  the 
Committeewere  to  carry  his  Amendment, 
the  Vice  President,  who,  as  far  as  they 
knew,  was  going  to  be  appointed  nnder 
the  Bill,  would  find  hie  hands  consider- 
ably strengthened,  and  strengthened  in 
a  direction  in  which  they  all  desired  to 
see  them  strengthened.  And  if  hie 
Amendment  were  carried,  the  Committee 
would  still  be  able  to  vote  for  the 
Amendment  of  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Fife  (Mr.  Preston  Bruce), 
which  he  admitted  to  be  a  still  more 
valuable  Amendment.  But  in  view  of 
the  arguments  which  had  been  used  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Berwickshire  (Mr. 
Marj or i banks),  rather  than  put  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  trouble  of  a  division,  he 
was  perfectly  willing  to  withdraw  the 


Amendment,  by  leave,  mlhdrawn. 

Sib  OEOKOE  CAMPBELL  moved 
the  following  sub-section  to  Clause  5 : — 

"  (4.)  All  rights  of  patronage  ralating  to 
offices  and  appoiiitiaeiiU  in  Scotland  Tested  in 
one  of  Her  Majesty's  Prinoipal  Becretatios  of 
Slate." 

The  previous  Amendments  down  to 
Clause  6  were  not  of  the  first  importance ; 
but  this  Amendment  was  a  very  import- 
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ant  ons,  and  could  not  be  treated  in  the 
same  way,  seeing;  that  it  was  the  out- 
come of  the  wisdom  of  "  another  place  " 
— that  was  to  say,  of  the  House  of  Lords 
— when  the  Bill  waa  brought  into  that 
House  last  year.  On  that  occasion  it 
had  been  threshed  out  more  thoroughly 
than  the  Bill  of  the  present  year.  It 
was  not  treated  as  a  Party  question,  but 
as  a  question  in  regard  to  which  different 
Parties  could  put  their  beads  together 
and  make  the  best  BUI  they  could  for 
the  country.  He  waa  not  one  of  those 
who  desired  to  depreciate  the  House  of 
Lords.  On  the  oontrary.  be  admitted 
that  there  was  a  considerable  amount  of 
wisdom  in  that  Assembly,  and  the  out- 
come of  their  wisdom  on  this  subject 
last  year  was  the  olause  he  bad  copied 
from  the  Bill  of  last  Session— a  clause 
which,  somehow  or  other,  had  dropped 
out  of  the  Bill  of  the  present  year.  One 
of  the  disadvantages  which  Scotch  Mem- 
bers bad  to  contend  with  was  that 
Scotch  Business  was  generally  hurried 
over.  One  great  complaint  made  by  the 
Earl  of  Rosebery  in  the  other  House  waa 
that  he  found  it  impossible  to  get  thia 
Scotch  Bill  sufficiently  disouesed.  The 
Members  of  the  House  of  Lorde  were 
too  frequently  exhausted  by  their  at^ 
duous  labours  up  to  half-past  8,  wheo 
the  dinner  hour  arrived.  As  that  was 
generally  the  time  a  Sootcti  Bill  waa 
reached  it  was  necessarily  discussed  in  a 
very  small  House.  So  far  as  he  could 
gather  from  the  newspaper  reports 
there  had  been  no  proper  discussion  of 
this  clause  at  all  in  the  House  of  Lords ; 
but  that  waa  no  reason  why  it  should 
be  dropped  from  the  Bill.  If  the  Go- 
vernment would  not  consent  to  replace 
it,  seeing  that  it  waa  in  the  Bill  of  last 
year,  he  hoped  they  would  tell  the  Com- 
mittee the  reason  why.  It  was  a  very 
important  provision,  and  would  vest  in 
the  new  Minister  the  rights  of  patronage 
at  present  vested  in  one  of  Her  Majesty's 
Secretaries  of  State.  He  had  had  a 
good  deal  of  official  experience,  and  he 
would  impress  upon  the  Committee  that 
the  man  who  bad  the  patronage  had 
the  power,  and  that  if  they  did  not  give 
the  Scotch  Minister  the  patronage  they 
would  emasculate  him.  He  wanted  to 
know  why  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
should  not  have  the  patronage  always 
attached  to  the  Minister  who  performed 
the  duties  of  a  Secretary  of  State  ?  He 
thought  it  was  only  reasonable  to  give 
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tha  Scotch  Minister  suflSoient  power  and 
digoitf  to  induoe  the  people  to  lespeot 
the  Office.  He  would  not  go  further  into 
the  matter  at  the  present  moment,  but 
he  would  await  an  explanation  of  the 
views  of  the  Ooremment.  He  begeed 
to  move  the  Amendment  which  BtoodiD 
his  name. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  psgs  2,  aftu  lies  IB,  to  iiuert  the  falloW' 
ing  sob-aeotion ; — "  (i')  All  rights  of  patronaga 
Tsbtiu^  t«  offica*  and  appointments  in  SeotUnd 
VMted  m  ODS  of  Her  Majesty'*  Principal  SscrS' 
tariei  of  8tata."— ($ir  Ottrff*  C»mpbtU.) 

Queetion  proposed, "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted. " 

Thb  SEOEEa^ABT  as  STATE  (Bir 
B.  AfiBHSTOH  Okosb)  eatd,  he  did  not 
nnderetand  the  observation  of  the  hon. 
Usmber  that  a  number  of  the  Amend- 
ments whioh  originally  appeared  on  the 
Paper  had  been  "pooh-poohed."  No 
Amendment  had  been  "pooh-poohed" 
by  the  Govemmont.  All  they  desired 
wae  to  aeaertain  the  opinion  of  the 
Scotch  KepresentatiTes  on  the  matter, 
and  he  hoped  there  would  be  no  further 
waste  of  time  over  collateral  matters. 
In  regard  to  the  present  Amendment, 
one  reason  why  he  objected  to  it  was 
that  he  did  not  find  it  in  the  Bill.  The 
hon.  Member  had  stated  that  the  House 
was  sometimes  very  wise,  and  that  they 
had  shown  their  wisdom  last  year  by 
sending  down  the  Bill  with  this  provi- 
sion in  it.  But  if  first  thoughts  were 
the  wisest,  second  thoughts  were  the 
beet ;  and  when  the  present  Bill  came 
down  from  the  House  of  Lords,  in  their 
maturer  wisdom  of  the  present  year, 
they  had  not  inoluded  the  subject  of  the 
Amendment  in  the  Bill.  But  a  much 
better  reason  for  objecting  to  the 
Amendment  was  that  tiie  Secretary  for 
Scotland  would  have  a  great  deal  to  do, 
no  doubt,  with  the  question  of  Scotoh 
education,  but  this  patronage  principally 
V^elated  to  the  administration  of  the  law. 
^^£  last  clause   of  the  Bill  provided 

'(>.  \.wflm  tbl"  -^^^  contained  ahall  pre- 
^"w!  '*  taJ?li'^**rMted  in  or  impond  on  tha 
*<»rf.?^«-^"'*'9  Wrtttool  any  Act  of  Parlis- 

^lor     ^°'n.'-  ^'  for   3  was  one  of  the  great 

^o^^Mv^  ^^  "'"'<"  Sootland,  aJid  he 

°''»ht  ,  "'  8t^^^  "P^-  *°^  >*  ^*8  not  in- 

^ded  u   ^Oia-     fl®  To*'?ion  of  the  Secretary 

**'"ficn.r'*4e!Il*  •'tho  d»  way  to  interfere  with 
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the  legitimate  faoctions  of  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate. The  Lord  Advocate  waa  the 
head  of  the  law  in  Scotland,  and  was 
practically  the  adviser  of  the  Secretarr 
of  State,  and  no  appointment  was  ever 
mode  by  the  Secretary  of  State  wbioh 
was  not  recommended  by  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate. He  stood,  practically,  as  for  as 
Sootch  legal  patronage  was  ooncamed, 
precisely  on  the  same  footing  as  tha 
Lord  Chancellor  in  England.     The  ap- 

E ointments  were  nominally  made  by  the 
ecretary  of  State,  but  really  by  the 
Lord  Advocate,  who  knew  the  persons 
best  fitted  for  them,  whereas  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  really  could  know  nothing 
about  them  without  consulting  the  Lord 
Advocate.  He  oonsidered  that  he  bad 
given  a  sufficient  reason  why  this  patron* 
age  should  remain  vested  in  die  Lord 
Advocate  and  should  not  be  transferrod 
to  the  Secretary  for  Scotland. 

Mb.  PBEBTON  BRUOB  said,  hft 
could  not  recommend  hie  hon.  Friend 
to  go  to  a  division  on  this  Amendment, 
not  because  he  did  not  think  it  an  im- 
portant one,  but  because  he  thought  it 
BO  very  important  that  it  was  imposaible 
to  expect  that  it  would  be  accepted  at 
this  stage.  He  could  not  help  feelinf;, 
however,  that  the  Scotch  Secretary,  as 
appointed  under  the  Bill,  might,  after 
all,  turn  out  to  be  not  so  effective  a  Mi- 
nister as  the  people  of  Scotland  gene- 
rally expected.  If  that  was  the  oaae,  it 
would  be  on  aooount  of  the  absence  of  a 
clause  of  this  kind,  and  the  very  dis- 
tinct saving  there  was  of  all  the  ri^ta 
of  the  Lord  Advocate,  because  the  etfeet 
of  that  was  to  leave  the  Lord  Advooate 
in  relation  with  the  Home  Secretary 
and  not  with  the  Secretary  for  Soot- 
land.  So  long  as  that  was  the  case,  he 
was  a&aid  that  in  questions  of  great 
importance  the  Scotch  Secretary  would 
not  be  able  to  stand  against  the  oom- 
bined  inSuenoe  of  the  Lord  Advocate 
and  the  Home  Secretory.  However,  he 
thought  this  was  much  too  large  a  qnea- 
tion  to  be  raised  at  this  stage ;  and  he 
thought,  if  the  Bill  was  to  go  through 
at  all,  it  must  be  accepted,  substantial^, 
in  the  form  in  whioh  it  had  been  pre- 
sented. 

Sib  OEOBQE  CAMPBELL  said,  he 
was  inclined  to  think  that  the  advice  of 
his  hon.  Friend  tendered  in  so  friendly 
a  spirit  was  judidous  advice.  He  con- 
fessed that  he  entertained  the  fears  of 
hie  hon.  Friend,  and  waa  a&oid  that  the 
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pnTUeffOB  of  the  new  Sooratary  of  State 
might  he  too  muoh  lopped  off,  and  that 
it  might  turn  out  that  he  was  merely  an 
odd  man  to  do  a  few  odd  jobs.  He 
would  not  stand  further  in  the  way,  but 
would  withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  mthiraiDn, 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  ClauBe  stand  part  of  the 
Bill" 

Ub.  C.  S.  FABKEB  said,  that  before 
parting  with  the  clause  be  wished  to  put 
a  question  to  the  QoTsmment.  The 
policy  of  the  clause  was  to  vest  in  the 
sew  Secretary  for  Scotland  the  powers 
set  forth  in  the  First  Schedule.  Had  it 
been  considered  if  there  were  any  powers 
and  duties  of  an  administrative  kind  be- 
longing to  SberiCfs  that  ought  to  be 
bvnaferred  under  the  Bill,  particularly 
with  reference  to  the  supervision  of 
bye-laws  submitted  under  the  Hoads 
and  Bridges  Aet  and  the  Locomotives 
Begnlation  Act?  If  they  would  refer 
to  the  Locomotives  Act,  they  would  find 
that  the  bye-laws  were  made  by  the 
Local  Authority,  and  had  to  be  con- 
firmed by  the  Seoretary  of  State  %  but  if 
they  would  look  to  the  Beads  and 
Bridges  Act,  they  would  find  that  the 
bye-laws  ware  confirmed  by  the  Sheriff 
of  the  county.  He  saw  no  good  reason, 
when  they  were  appointi'ng  a  new  OfBcer, 
why  they  should  not  give  him  the  gene- 
ral supervision  of  the  bye-laws  made  by 
the  Boad  Authorities  as  well  as  of  those 
affecting  locomotives.  There  was  one 
point  which  had  attracted  a  good  deal 
of  public  attention  lately — namely,  the 
bye-IawB  for  the  regulation.of  bicycles 
and  tricycles.  It  waa  inconvenient  to 
havelooal  bye-laws  differing  in  different 
counties.  In  some  counties,  the  Sheriff 
had  revised  the  bye-laws  in  e.  way  to 
give  eatie&ction  to  the  persons  con- 
cerned. In  other  oases,  bye-laws  bad 
been  issued  which  had  created  a  good 
deal  of  dissatisfaction.  In  England 
there  was  but  one  Kevising  Authority— 
the  Local  Government  Board.  Why 
should  not  the  Scotch  Beoretan'  have 
aimilar  authority  for  all  Scotland?  He 
bad  no  wish  to  press  the  matter  unduly, 
but  he  would  like  to  have  eome  aasur- 
ance  that  the  matter  would  be  oon- 
■idered. 

Ub.  MABJORIBANES  said,  he 
would  like  to  ask  a  question  in  regard 
to  a  similar  point  in  connection  with  the 
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Board  of  Trade.  The  Board  of  Trade 
had  certain  powers  in  regard  to  fore- 
shores. Would  it  not  be  right  that  those 
powers  should  be  exercised  by  the  new 
Minister  for  Scotland  instead  of  by  the 
Board  of  Trade? 

The  SEORETAEY  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AasHXTON  Gboss)  said,  that  in  reply 
to  the  question  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Perth  (Mr.  Parker),  the  right  of  making 
bye-Inws  was  always  vested  in  the  Lociu 
Authority.  It  had  never  struck  him 
that  the  powers  of  inferior  officers  should 
be  transferred  to  a  superior  Office  ^uoh 
as  waste  be  formed  under  this  Bill.  He 
would,  however,  look  into  the  matter; 
but  he  could  hold  out  no  hope  of  any 
oonceasion  in  regard  to  the  point. 

Me.  C.  8.  PAEKEB  asked  if  there 
was  any  reason  for  putting  hye-Iaws  for 
locomotives  under  one  authority,  and 
bye-laws  for  general  traffic  under  an- 
other? 

Thk  SEOEETABT  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AssEBTos  Gross}  said,  he  thought 
there  might  be.  In  the  discussion  upon 
the  Boade  and  Bridges  Bill  that  had 
been  clearly  shown.  With  regard  to 
the  Board  of  Trade,  he  would  ask  his 
hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  to  the  Board 
to  answer  the  question. 

The  8ECRETABT  to  the  BOARD 
OF  TBAPE  (Baron  Hbhky  De  Wobms) 
said,  the  Board  of  Trade  held  the  powers 
as  to  foreshores  under  the  Crown  Lands 
Act  of  1B53,  and  it  would  he  impossible 
to  transfer  them  without  repealing  that 
Act. 

Ma.  BRYO£  remarked,  that  the 
powers  in  regard  to  foreshores  bad 
been  managed  in  a  much  more  liberal 
spirit  by  the  Board  of  Trade  than  by 
the  Commissioners  of  Woods  and  Forests ; 
and  he  hoped  the  Qovemment  would 
not  make  any  alteration. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN  asked  whether 
the  duties  of  the  Board  of  Trade  with 
regard  to  the  Commissioners  of  Northern 
Lights  should  not  be  transferred  to  tho 
new  Secretary  ? 

[No  reply.] 

Question  put,  and  agrt»d  to. 

Clause  6  (Secretary  to  be  Yioe  Pre- 
sident of  Scotch  Education  Department). 

Me.    PEE3T0N    BRUCE   said,  he 

would  not  detain  the  Committee   for 

more  than  two    or   three  minutes  in 

moving  his  Amendment  to  leave  out  the 
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worda  "Vice  Preddent,"  ia  order  to 
insert  "  Freeident."  He  would  aimplj 
explain  briefly  what  the  effect  of  the 
AmeDdment  would  be.  As  he  under- 
stood the  Bill,  it  reallj'  made  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  a  Tioe  fteaidentof  the 
Ooanoil,  and  placed  him  in  preoiaely 
the  same  relation  to  the  Lord  Ardent 
as  the  Vice  President  of  the  Council 
the  rifiht  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Lincoln 
(Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  was  in  now.  That 
was  a  position  in  some  degree  subordi- 
nate to  the  Lord  President.  The  object 
of  his  Amendment,  to  substitute  "  Presi- 
dent "  for  "  Vice  President,"  was  to  re- 
move ,  that  position  of  aubordination, 
and  to  make  the  Scotch  Secretary  an 
independent  responsible  Minister  for 
Education  in  Scotland,  exercising  all 
the  patronage,  presiding  over  his  own 
Department,  and  haring  an  official 
stuF  in  his  own  Office,  ^e  wished  to 
remind  hon.  If  embers  that  the  Childers 
Committee  particularly  condemned  th< 
present  management  of  education  in  thii 
respect,  on  account  of  the  divided  re- 
sponsibility ;  but  by  this  Bill  they  were 
again  setting  up  a  divided  responsibility 
as  regarded  eduoation  in  Scotland.  They 
would,  at  the  same  time,  only  partially 
transfer  the  education  of  Scotland  to  the 
new  Scotch  Department.  That  was  a 
very  important  matter,  because  be  ad- 
mitted that  there  might  be  certain 
dangers  connected  with  the  separation 
of  Scottish  eduoation ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  there  were  certain  advantage 
which  he  hoped  would  follow  from 
the  separation.  He  was  afraid  that  a 
partial  separation  might  result  In  their 
failing  to  get  those  advantages  which 
they  anticipated  from  the  change.  He 
did  not  understand,  from  the  remarks  of 
the  Home  Secretary,  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  going  to  reject  this 
Amendment  on  uie  ground  of  the 
impossibility,  suggested  in  "another 
place,"  of  there  being  two  Fresidents 
of  the  Council.  It  was  well  known 
that  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  had  been  created  an  inde- 
pendent official  by  an  Order  in  Council. 
As  an  Order  in  Oounoil  created  a  Com- 
mittee of  Council  for  Trade,  with  an  in- 
dependent President,  he  did  not  think 
there  wonid  be  any  difficulty  in  pro- 
viding that  the  Secretary  for  Bootlaud 
should  be  President  of  the  Scotch  Edu- 
cation Department,  as  was  suggested  by 
the  Amendment.  He  therefore  begged 
J/r.  Prnton  Bruce 


{COMMONS} 


Scotland  BiU. 


1160 


to  move  the  Amendment  which  stood  in 
his  name. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  pare  2,  liofl  31,  to  leave  out  tbe  words 
"  Vice  Preddeat,"  and  inieit  the  vord  "  Pre- 
sideut."— (Ifr.  FratoH  Brua.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  worda 
'  Vice  President '  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

Mb.  MAEJ0HIBANK8  desired  to 
say  a  few  words  in  support  of  the  Amend- 
ment of  his  hon.  Friend.  The  right 
hon.  Qentlemau  the  Home  Secretary 
had  said  just  now  that  there  were  three 
parties  in  Scotland  in  regard  to  this 
matter — one  par^  who  desired  that 
Scotch  education  should  remain  in  the 
hands  of  the  Vice  President  of  the 
Council,  as  was  suggested  by  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  the  University  of 
Edinburgh  (Sir  Lyon  Playfair} ;  another 
party  who  went  the  whole  way  with  the 
hon.  Member  for  Fife  (Mr.  Preston 
Bruce) ;  and  a  third  party  who  went  in 
for  the  mean  between  the  two  extremea 
adopted  by  the  Bill  as  it  at  present 
stood  —  namely,  that  the  new  Minister 
should  be  Vice  President  of  the  Sootoh 
Council  of  Education.  He  quite  ad- 
mitted that  there  might  be  a  party 
in  Scotland  who  thought  with  the  right 
hon.  G-entleman  the  Member  for  the 
University  of  Edinburgh  (Sir  Lyon 
Playfair)  that  Scotch  education  should 
be  left,  as  at  present,  in  the  bands  of 
the  Vice  President  of  the  Council,  and  a 
large  party  who  desired  to  seethe  whole 
of  education  given  to  the  new  Minis- 
ter; but  there  was  no  party  prepared 
to  adopt  the  mean  of  giving  the  Bcotoh 
Secretary  merely  a  limited  control  over 
education  as  this  Bill  proposed.  He 
felt  sure  that  if  the  Government  did  not 
give  the  new  Minister  sufficient  control 
over  Sootoh  eduoation,  they  would  find 
that  the  bottom  would  be  knocked  out 
of  the  tub  altogether,  and  they  would 
fall  through.  The  people  of  Scotland 
were  determined  to  have  a  Minister  who 
would  have  full  and  complete  control  of 
Scotch  education  ;  and  if  they  only  got 
small  portion  of  what  they  desired 
under  the  Bill,  there  would  very  soon 
be  an  agitation  for  oonfernng  increased 
powers  upon  the  new  Scotch  Minister. 
The  opposition  to  giving  complete  con- 
trol over  Scotch  education  to  the  new 
Scotch  Minister  came  only  from  two 
quarters.     One  was  the  Departments, 
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He  beliered  he  was  rifcht  in  saying  that 
the  Home  Office  did  not,  on  the  whole, 
regard  the  Bill  with  very  great  favour; 
and  be  certainly  knew  that  the  Educa- 
tion Department  objected  atronglj  to 
this  part  of  the  Bill.  ["No!"]  Well, 
the  late  Education  Departmeat  had 
done  BO.  It  was  like  a  master  of  fox- 
hounds, who,  when  he  once  got  hold  of 
a  large  tract  of  country — whether  he 
sould  hunt  it  or  not  he  did  not  care  a 
bit ;  but  nothing  would  induce  him  to 
give  it  up.  That  waa  very  much  the 
case  here.  The  Education  Department 
had  oharge  of  Sootoh  Education,  and 
they  intended  to  keep  it,  in  order  to 
aggrandize  and  make  strong  their  own 
Department.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  If  ember  for  the  Univeraity  of  Edin- 
burgh (Sir  Lyon  Flayfaii)  let  the  oat 
out  of  the  bag  last  night.  It  was  really 
a  fight  between  those  who  desired  to  see 
a  strong  Scotch  Minister  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Shef- 
field (Mr.  Mundella),  who  was  lately  at 
the  head  of  the  Education  Department. 
There  were  certain  persons  who  thought 
that  if  Scotch  education  were  taken 
away,  the  Minister  who  it  was  proposed 
should  Bucceed  to  the  functions  of  Yice 
President  of  the  Council  would  not  get 
Cabinet  rank.  That  was  the  moving 
spirit  of  the  matter,  as  was  apparent 
from  the  eridenoe  before  the  Com- 
mittee in  regard  to  Scotland.  If  any- 
one would  take  the  trouble  to  go 
through  the  evidence  in  regard  to 
Scotland,  he  would  find  that  there 
were  great  and  important  differences 
between  English  and  Scotch  education. 
Indeed,  Sir  Francis  Sandford  went  so 
far  as  to  say  that  it  was  impossible  to 
carry  out  the  system  of  Scotch  education 
at  all  unless  there  were  a  separate  set 
of  Scotch  officials  to  do  the  work.  The 
right  hoc.  Member  for  Bradford  (Mr. 
W.  E.  Forster),  in  a  speech  which  he 
delivered  in  1879,  said  much  the  same 
thing.  The  right  hon.  Qentleman  ad- 
mitted that  Scotch  education  was  far 
ahead  of  English  education;  and  he  said, 
further,  that  the  education  imparted  in 
the  three  countries  was  totally  different, 
and  that  a  similar  system  could  not  by 
any  possible  means  be  suitable  for  the 
Three  Kingdoms.  They  had  a  system 
of  education  in  Scotland  of  which  they 
were  very  proud.  It  had  a  history  which 
extended  as  far  back  as  the  1 2th  century. 
Since  1646  they  had  had  a  national  sys- 


tem of  education,  and  what  they  wanted 
to  do  was  to  keep  that  national  system 
of  education.  What  they  felt  was  that 
Sootland  had  been  "cabined,  cribbed, 
and  confined "  by  being  tied  up  with 
England  since  1872.  They  had  been 
like  a  long-Ie^ed  man  tied  up  with  a 
short-legged  man  in  a  trowser  race. 
They  had  been  kept  back ;  and  if  Eng- 
land had  improved  her  position  with 
regard  to  education  in  comparison  with 
Sootland,  it  had  been  because  Soot- 
land had  been  kept  back  more  than 
England  had.  England  had  got  on 
simply  tbroagh  the  advantage  she  had 
enjoyed  of  being  tied  up  with  Sootland. 
Sir  LYON  FLAYFAIB  pointed  out 
that  the  whole  structure  of  me  Bill  was 
to  create  an  Education  Department  for 
Scotland.  If  this  Amendment  were 
adopted,  the  effect  would  be  that  the 
Vice  President  of  the  Council  became 
Vice  President  for  England  alone. 
But  he  had  far  more  important  duties 
to  perform  than  the  Yice  President  for 
Sootland,  because  the  Tioe  President  for 
England  had  ohaige  of  the  Science  and 
Alt  of  the  country,  and  he  most  send 
Inspectors  down  to  Sootland  to  examine 
every  sohool  in  Scotland  for  Art,  and  he 
hoped  also  for  Science.  Therefore,  the 
Vice  President  for  England  had  much 
laiger  powers  than  the  Vice  President 
for  Scotland  proposed  to  be  created  by 
this  Bill.  And  yet  they  were  asked,  in 
carrying  out  a  system  of  this  kind,  to 
make  one  Officer  President  of  the  Scotch 
Education  Department,  and  the  other 
only  Vice  President  of  the  CouncO,  with 
much  more  important  and  larger  duties 
in  oonneotion  with  eduoation.  That  was 
impossible,  unless  they  altered  the  whole 
structure  of  the  Bill.  There  was  one 
thing  which  he  wished  the  right  hon. 
Qentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  to  con- 
sider. Personally,  he  was  placed  in  a 
very  awkward  position,  because  he  must 
rote  for  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Hember  for  Fife  (Mr.  Preston  Bntoe). 
If  he  did  not,  the  whole  question  would 
be  determined.  The  retention  of  the 
words  "Vice  President"  would  deter- 
mine the  whole  question,  and,  therefore, 
he  must  vote  for  the  Amendment,  in 
order  to  strike  out  the  words  "Vice 
President ; "  but  he  should  oppose  his 
hon.  Friend  most  vehemently  when  he 
afterwards  came  to  propose  the  inser- 
tion of  the  word  "President."  That 
was  an  awkward  position,  because  h& 
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held   one  word  to  bo  aa  bed  as  the 
other. 

Mr.  RAMSAY  said,  he  was  not  sur- 
prised to  bear  his  rtg^l^  hon.  Friend  ob- 
ject to  this  Amendment.  The  Amend- 
ment itself  woe  a  very  important  one. 
Hia  right  hon.  Friend  said  that  It  would 
place  the  President  of  the  Scotch  Edu- 
cation Department  in  a  higher  position 
than  the  Vice  President  of  the  English 
Department.  No  doubt,  it  would  do  bo  ; 
and  that  was  what  the  Scotch  Members 
intended  and  desired.  Thej  desired  that 
the  Scotch  Education  Department  should 
lie  entirely  separate  and  distinct  from 
England,  and  that  it  should  have  a  Pre- 
sident, with  full  power  and  control  and 
all  the  patronage  belonging  to  it.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of 
the  Zjocal  Oovemment  Board  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfonr)  had  said  that  it  was  desirable 
to  postpone  the  real  disousaion  until  the 
Committee  came  to  this  Amendment. 
His  hon.  Friend  had  now  submitted  it, 
■nd  he  (Mr.  Eamsay)  supported  it,  be- 
oauee  he  felt  that  if  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  were  made  the  President  of  the 
Scotch  Education  Department,  he  would 
have  the  patronage.  He  should  cer- 
tainly vote  witli  bis  hon.  Friend,  if,  aa 
he  hoped,  his  bon.  Friend  took  a  divi- 
sion. 

The  president  (Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
pour)  said,  the  Government  preferred 
the  Bill  as  it  at  present  stood.  They 
preferred  that  the  Scotch  Minister  in 
sharge  of  education  should  be  a  Tice 
President  rather  than  a  President ;  but 
if  that  was  objected  to,  they  preferred 
that  he  should  be  a  President  in  charge 
of  education  rather  than  an  ax  officio 
member.  If,  therefore,  "Vice  Presi- 
dent" was  struck  out  of  the  Bill,  the 
Government  would  support  the  insertion 
of  "President"  as  against  "tzoffieio 
member." 

Sib  ALEXANDER  GORDON  said. 
that  if  this  Amendment  were  carried,  and 
the  Officer  was  desigaatod  "  President," 
the  result  would  be  that  the  Office  of  the 
President  of  the  Scotch  Education  De- 
partment would  be  held  in  Edinburgh ; 
there  would  be  no  sense  in  having  an 
entirely  separate  Department,  with  pa- 
tronage and  everything  else  connected 
with  it  carried  out  in  London,  and  not  in 
Edinburgh.  He  believed  there  would 
he  ereat  inoonvenieace  in  the  practical 
administration  of  the  Office  if  this 
Amendment  were  adopted. 
Sir  Lj/on  PUgfair 
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Mr.  J.  B.  BALFOUR  pointed  out  that 
his  bon.  and  gallant  Friend  (Sir  Alex- 
ander Gordon)  was  under  a  complete 
misapprehension ;  there  was  no  inten- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  late  Government 
to  transfer  to  Edinbui^h  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Department.  The  Officer, 
whatever  he  might  be  designated,  would 
remain  in  London.  In  regard  to  the 
effect  that  this  Amendment,  if  carried, 
would  have  upon  the  general  scheme  of 
the  Bill,  it  was  right,  perhaps,  to  dis- 
tinguish between  the  position  in  which 
the  Bill  was  now,  and  the  position  which 
it  occupied  >n  the  beginning,  and  in  the 
later  st^e,  in  which,  rightly,  he  thought, 
an  Amendment  was  introduced  concern- 
ing the  Department  as  distinguished 
from  the  individual.  The  intention, 
when  the  Bill  was  introduced,  was  to 
make  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  the 
Educational  Minister  for  Scotland ;  and 
there  was  not  then  any  purpose  to  create 
a  separate  Department  for  him.  It  waa 
pointed  out  in  the  House  of  Lords — 
and  here  he  must  say  the  Bill  had 
been  improved — that  it  would  be  de- 
sirable that  the  Scotch  Secretary,  in 
his  capacity  of  Eduoational  Minister  for 
Scotland,  should  have  associated  with 
him  a  Department — ready  made,  so  to 
say.  The  Earl  of  Boeebery  accepted 
that  suggestion ;  hut  he  thought  he  was 
right  in  Baying  that  the  noble  Earl  had 
no  idea  or  intention  of  suggesting  that 
the  Scotch  Secretary  should  be  a  Vice 
President,  because  be  brought  down  an 
Amendment  designating  him  "Presi- 
dent." It  was  when  the  nohle  Earl 
brought  down  that  Amendment  that 
the  Lord  President  of  the  Council  sug- 
gested that  the  word  "  Tice  "  ehould  be 
introduced.  Explanations  were  asked 
by  the  Karl  of  Rosebery  as  to  what  would 
take  place  by  this  change,  and  the  im- 
pression was  left  on  many  minds  that 
although  the  new  Minister  was  to  be 
designated  "  Vice  President,"  he  should 
bo,  in  fact,  Plenipotentiary  ad  hoc.  On 
the  third  reading  of  the  Bill  in  the  other 
House  there  was  certainly'great  reticence 
on  the  part  of  the  President  of  the  Coun- 
cil as  to  how  much  power  the  Vice  Pre- 
sident would  have,  and  the  net  result 
of  the  discussion  there  was  to  show  that 
if  he  were  a  Vice  President  he  would  be 
the  Bubordinate  in  Sootch  educational 
matters  of  the  Lord  President.  That 
was  certainly  not  the  intention  of  a  great 
many  others  who  desired  to  see  the  t^ 
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eretarj'  for  Scotland,  hj  whatever  nam 
he  was  designated,  the  EducatioaaL  M 
niater  for  Scotland,  and  the  sole  Edaoa- 1 
tional  Minister  for  Scotland.  The  pre-  < 
Tailing  opinion  was  that  Scotch  eduoa- 
tional  matters  should  be  managed  hy  a 
Freeident  of  their  own  Department.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Fife  (Mr.  Preston 
Bruce)  had  pointed  to  the  analogy  of  the 
Board  of  Trade ;  but  he  (Mr.  J.  B.  Bal- 
four) submitted  that  the  proper  course 
was  to  return  to  whatwaa  intended  when 
the  Amendment  was  introduced  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  to  make  this  Officer 
in  name,  as  it  was  intended  he  should 
b«  in  Bubstanoe,  the  Educational  Minister 
for  Scotland. 

The  SECEETAKT  of  STATE  {Sir 
B.  AssHBiOK  Gbosb)  said,  the  Scotch 
people  wanted  to  hare,  practically  speak- 
ing, a  Committee  of  Scotoh  Education. 
The  Goremmeut  had  never  concealed 
their  wish  to  meet  the  desires  of  the 
Scotch  people;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
he  was  bound  to  sa;  the  GoTemment 
very  much  preferred  that  the  nev 
Minister  should  be  Vice  President  rather 
than  he  should  take  the  somewhat 
anomalous  position  of  FresideDt  of  the 
Oonnoil,  which  would  make  two  Presi- 
dents. Now,  as  to  the  peculiar  position 
in  whidhthe  Committee  were  at  present 
placed.  It  was  just  as  well  they  should 
TindsTstand  exactly  how  they  were  going 
to  vote.  A  difficulty  had  arisen  as  to 
how  they  could  really  obtain  the  sense 
of  the  Oommittee.  The  Motion  before 
the  Oommittee  was,  "That  the  words 
'  the  Vice  President '  stand  part  of  the 
Olause."  Those  who  were  faTOorable 
to  the  insertion  of  the  words  "tx  officio  1 
member  "  would  have  to  vote  against  i 
the  words  "  Vice  President "  standing  i 
part  of  the  clause,  and  those  who  wished  I 
to  insert  "  President "  would  have  to  do  | 
the  same;  therefore,  if  they  did  not  take  | 
care,  they  would  not  arrive  at  what  was  \ 
the  opinion  of  Scotch  Members.  Pro-  ' 
bably  the  best  plan  would  be  to  take  the 
sense  of  the  Committee  as  between  the 
words  "Vice  President"  and  "  Presi- 
dent," because  itwas  clear  that  those  who 
objected  to  the  designation  "the  Presi- 
dent," and  pief erred"  *ii  officio  memb^i" 
or  "Vice  President,"  would  hare  to  vote 
in  favour  of  the  Motion, ' '  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

Mb.  J.  B.  BALFOUR  observed,  that 
this  would  combine  the  two  eectiona 
against  the  one. 


The  SECEETAEY  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AssBETos  Gross)  remarked,  that  that 
was  the  only  way  in  which  a  proper  d«- 
cieion  might  be  arrived  at. 

Sm  LYON  PLAYFAIR  said,  that  as 
he  raised  the  difficulty,  and  it  was  a 
serious  one,  he  thought  it  right  to  say 
that  he  should  vote  that  the  words 
"Vice  President"  stand  part  of  the 
clause,  and  that  when  the  clause  itself 
was  put,  he  would  take  a  division  in 
order  to  show  the  sense  of  the  Oom- 
mittee. 

Thb  CTHAIRMAN  :  If  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber (Mr.  Preston  Bruce)  were  to  with- 
draw his  Amendment,  and  move  to  omit 
the  word  "Vice,"  it  would  simplify 
matters  between  the  three  propositions. 

Ms.  BAMSAY  said,  it  did  not  ap- 

§ear  to  him  that  if  the  Minister  were 
esignated  "PreHdent,"  any  difficulty 
would  arise.  The  Lord  President  of  the 
Oouncil  would  hold  one  OfBce,  and  the 
President  of  the  Scotch  Education  De- 
partment another  Office. 

Mb.  PBESTON  BRUCE  said,  he 
would  be  glad  to  adopt  the  suggestion 
of  the  Chairman,  and  asked  leave  to 
withdraw  the  Amendment. 

TnE  OHAIR&TAN:  And  then' the 
hon.  Gentleman  will  move  to  omit  the 
word  "Vice." 

Me.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNEHMAN 
thought  that  then  the  same  confusion 
would  arise.  If  the  question  were  that 
the  word  "Vice"  stood  part  of  the 
clause,  those  who  were  in  favour  of 
"President"  and  those  in  favour  of 
"  tx  officio  member  "  would  vote  against 
it,  BO  that  in  the  end  precisely  the  same 
difficulty  would  arise. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Does  the  hon. 
Member  withdraw  his  Amendment? 

Ma.  PRESTON  BKUCE:  It  ap- 
pears there  would  be  no  advantage  in 
my  doing  so.  In  that  cose,  I  think  I 
had  better  adhere  to  the  Amendment  as 
it  stands. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divid»d: — Ayes  73; 
Noes  26:  Majority  47.— (Div.  List, 
No.  270.) 

Mb.  3.  A.  CAMPBELL  proposed  to 
insert,  after  "Scotland,"  in  line  34 — 


The  permanent  official  was  not  to  be 
Secretary  to  the  Secretary  for  Scotland, 
but  an  officer  added  to  the  Scotch  Edu- 
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cation  Department.  Whatever  view 
bon.  Members  mi g^ht  have  formed  of  the 
proper  position  of  the  Scotch  Secretary 
with  relation  to  education,  this  A.mend- 
inent  muet  commend  itself  to  them. 

The  PEESTDENT  (Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
TOub)  asked  if  it  was  in  Order  for  the 
hon.  Uember  to  move  an  Amendment 
imposing  a  charffe  without  the  monej 
having  been  voted  for  that  charge  ? 

The  OHAIRUAN  said,  the  HouBe 
had  resolved — 

"  That  it  i«  expedient  U>  antboriM  the  p»y- 
meot,  ont  of  roonayB  to  bo  provided  by  Parlia- 
nent,  of  the  nluy  of  a  Secretaiy  for  Scotland 
and  of  any  offimala  who  may  be  appointed 
under  the  provJaioDS  of  any  Act  of  the  preient 
Seiaion  for  appointing  the  Secretarj'  for  Seot- 
laod  aod  of  any  office  eipeoeeg  which  may  be 
iDCQiTsd  thereby." 

Therefore,  the  AmeodmeDt  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  was  perfectlj  in  Order. 

Mr.  J.  A.  CAMPBELL  said,  that  his 
Amendment  was  in  accordance  with  the 
recommendations  of  the  Committee  to 
which  reference  had  been  made.  It 
was  remarkable,  however,  how  dif- 
ferentl;  those  recommendations  were  at 
times  regarded.  Sometimes  they  were 
not  ooneidered  worthy  of  attention,  and 
at  other  times  they  were  regarded  by 
the  tame  hon.  Members  as  conclusive 
npon  the  particular  matter  in  hand. 
^e  recommendation  of  the  Committee 
was  that  the  Officer  who  was  in  charge 
of  education  should  be  the  real  as  well 
as  nominal  Minister,  and  that  he 
should  have  the  patronage  in  his  hands. 
The  same  Committee  recommended  that 
there  should  be  a  distinct  permanent 
Secretary  appointed  for  the  purpose  of 
attending  to  Scotch  education.  He 
thought  that  as  hon.  Members  had  now 
approved  of  the  proposal  of  the  Bill  that 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  should  be 
Vice  President  of  the  Scotch  Education 
Department,  there  should  bo  provided  a 
permanent  Secretary.  He  bogged  to 
move  the  Amendment  which  stood  in  his 


Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  2,  lino  34,  after  the  word  "Scot- 
land," to  insert  the  words  "  with  a  distinct 
permanent  Secratary  to  attend  te  the  business 
of  Scotch  Education."— (*r.  J.  A.  Campiill.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
1)0  there  inserted." 

The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  {Sir 
R.  AasHETON  Gboss)  said,  he  did  not 
dispute  for  a  moment  that  the  Secretary 
Jfr.  /.  A.  Campbell 
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for  Scotland  ithonld  have  a  permanent 
Secretary ;  but  he  did  not  think  it  would 
he  right  to  insert  such  a  Proviso  here. 
By  the  2nd  clause  of  the  Bill,  which 
had  already  been  passed,  it  was  provided 
that  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  might 
appoint  what  officers  he  deemed  re- 
quisite. The  appointment  of  a  perma- 
nent Secretary,  therefore,  should  be 
made  nnder  the  2nd  olanae  of  the 
BiU. 

Mb.  BAUSAY  said,  there  was  good 
reason  for  refusing  to  accept  his  hon. 
Friend's  Amendment.  The  appoint- 
ment of  a  permanent  Secretary  was  re- 
commended by  a  Committee  which  bad 
no  regard  for  the  feehngs  or  opinions 
of  the  people  of  Scotland,  The  Com- 
mittee did  not  examine  a  single  witness; 
and  therefore  he  was  surprised  that  his 
hon.  Friend  should  seek  to  impose  on 
the  face  of  this  Bill  the  provision  that 
there  should  be  a  distinct  permanent 
Secretary,  independent,  apparently,  of 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland.  He  (Mr. 
Ramsay)  hoped  the  Committee  would 
not  accept  the  Ameadment. 

Sib  LYON  PLAYFAIE  said,  the 
Scotch  Members  would  lose  the  advan- 
tage of  a  distinct  Scotch  Education 
Department  if  they  did  not  have  a 
permanent  Secretary  of  that  Depart^ 
ment.  There  might  he  a  Secretary  ap- 
pointed to  the  Scotch  Secretary;  but 
this  Amendment  provided  for  ^e  ap- 
pointment of  a  Secretary  to  the  Scotch 
Education  Department,  who  would  make 
it  his  special  duty  to  attend  to  the  buai- 
nesB  of  the  Department.  Without  such 
a  Secretary  the  work  might  be  done  in- 
side the  Eoglish  Education  Department. 
He  thought  the  Scotch  Members  would 
lose  the  whole  substance  of  what  they 
were  contending  for  if  they  declined  to 
accept  the  Amendment. 

The  CH  ANOELLOEof  tot  EXCHE- 
QUER  believed  it  was  a  fact  that 
the  English  Education  Department  had 
not  a  permament  Secretary  appointed 
by  Statute.  That  being  so,  he  could  not 
understand  why  the  appointment  of  a 
permanent  Secretary  to  the  Scotch  Edu- 
cation Deportment  should  be  made  a 
statutory  obligation.  The  Committee 
had  decided  that  the  Minister  should  be 
Vice  President,  and  therefore  it  was 
rather  too  much  to  propose  that  there 
should  be  a  statutory  obligation  to  ap- 
point a  permanent  Secretary.  If  the 
necessity  arose  for  such  an  offioar  he 
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would  be  appointed  under  the  2Qd 
elauie  of  the  Bill. 

Mh.  a.  fi.  D.  ELLIOT  agreed  very 
much  with  what  had  been  said  by  his 
right  hon.  Friend  (Sir  Lyon  Playfair) 
upon  this  m&ttar.  They  must  in  these 
matters  take  the  best  they  oould  get, 
and  it  seemed  to  him  that  by  appointing 
a  permanent  Secretary  something  would 
be  done  towards  obtaining  a  distinct  ad- 
nuuistration  of  Scotch  eduoational  mat- 
ters. He  took  this  as  a  test  of  the  hotta 
fid**  of  the  Government,  though  he  was 
sure  the;  would  act  in  good  nith.  Ha 
would  like  to  know  whether  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  Qovernment  to  appoint 
a  permanent  Secretary,  because,  il  so, 
they  might  be  left  to  make  the  appoint- 
ment?   

Tm  CHANCELLOR  ofthb  EXCHE- 
QUER said,  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Government  that  what  he  took  to  be  the 
principle  of  the  Bill — namely,  thatScotcb 
education  should  be  presided  over  by  a 
Scotch  Minister,  should  be  carried  out. 
The  arrangements  necessary  to  insure 
that  would  form  matter  for  future  con- 
sideration. 

Db.  OA&LEBON  thought  the  inten- 
tions of  the  Government  were  very 
clearly  stated  by  the  Home  Secretat; 
(Sir  B.  Assheton  Cross).  Beferriog  to 
a  previous  Amendment,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  stated  that  the  Mover  of  that 
Amendment  evidently  had  not  seen  the 
Amendment  to  be  proposed  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Glasgow 
University  (Mr.  J.  A.  Campbell).  The 
Government,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said,  intended  to  accept  the  Amendment. 
Of  course,  difficulties  had  arisen ;  but  he 
tiiought  it  was  evident  from  what  the 
right  boD.  Gentleman  had  said  that  it 
was  intended  to  have  a  permanent  Se- 
cretary to  attend  to  the  business  of 
Scotch  education. 

Amendment  n*galw»d. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'  That  the  Clause  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Sib  LYON  PLATFAIE  said,  he  was 
nnwilling  at  that  lale  hour  of  the  night 
to  divide  the  Committee  on  the  clause; 
but  before  they  left  the  subject  alto- 
gether he  must  say  that,  in  hie  opi- 
nion, the  Government  had  got  the  House 
into  most  embarrassing  circumstances. 
They  had  appointed  a  Scotch  iSecretary, 
who  was  an  independent  Officer  j  they 
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had  given  him  a  position  as  Vice  Pre- 
sident of  the  Committee  on  Scotch  Edu- 
cation, under  the  Lord  President  as  the 
superintendent  Officer,  and  the  way  in 
which  it  was  done  appeared  to  him  to 
create  a  great  absurdity  in  the  matter  of 
administration.  However,  he  did  not 
suppose  it  would  be  of  any  use  dividing 
the  Committe^it  would  only  waste 
time. 

Question  pat,  and  agrtid  to. 

Sib  JOHN  LUBBOCK :  I  chaUenged 
the  clause.  , 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  I  understood  that 
the  hon.  Baronet  and  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Tower  Hamlets  (Mr.  Bryce)  both 
challenged  the  clause  when  I  put  it  the 
first  and  the  second  times,  but  that  after- 
wards they  agreed.  The  clause  is  now 
agreed  to. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN  said,  he  had  a 
new  clause  to  move  touching  the  Ge- 
neral Register  House  in  the  following 

"  Ths  Saoretary  shall  hive  tho  control  of  the 
Genaral  B«i:i*t«i  Houw  io  Edinburgh,  and 
of  all  the  oiGees  sad  Deputmenla  eontained 
theraio." 

This  matter  was  one  of  considerable  in- 
terest in  Scotland ;  and  as  there  were 
several  Offices  concerned  in  addition  to 
some  of  those  which  were  under  regular 
control,  he  thought  it  advisable  that 
they  should  have  some  specific  manage- 
ment. There  was  the  Office  of  the 
Signet,  the  Great  Seal  Office,  Lord 
Ljon,  and  other  Offices  connected  with 
various  other  Departments.  He  believed 
it  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  the 
work  of  those  Departments  which  were 
under  the  Treasury  if  they  were  all 
put  under  ths  new  Official.  As  that  Se- 
cretary woB  to  have  control  of  Hcotch 
matters,  he  thought  it  would  be  desirable 
that  these  Offices  should  be  under  his 
supervision ;  therefore,  without  detaining 
the  Committee  any  longer,  he  would 
move  the  clause  in  his  name. 

New  Clause :  — 

(Gensral  Hegistei  Uouae.) 

"Tho  SecretATy  shall  have  the  control  of  the 
General   Register   House   in  Edinburgh,   find 
of  all  the  offices  and  Departments  contained 
therein ," 
— brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 
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The  secretary  of  STATE  (Sir 
B..  Abshetok  Cboss)  said,  he  hoped  the 
hon.  Member  wonld  not  press  the 
Amendment.  So  far  as  the  Gegiater 
Offlce  vas  ooDoemed,  as  the  hon.  Member 
knew  well  enoagh,  that  was  in  the  Sche- 
dule, although  the  General  Begiater 
Eoose  in  Edinburgh  was  not;  but  later 
on  he  intended  to  more  to  substitute  it, 
and  from  the  circnmstaDces  of  the  case 
he  did  not  thinlc  it  desirable  that  all  Uie 
Departments  contained  therein  should 
be  included.  That  was  his  (Sir  B. 
Aasheton  Cross's)  opinion,  and  he 
trusted  the  Committee  wonld  agree 
with  it.  However,  if  the  matter  were 
put  to  a  division^  he  should  go  against 
It. 

Mb.  J.  B.  BALFOUB  also  opposed 
the  clause. 

Question  put,  and  Mgalivtd. 

Mr.  FBESTON  BRUCE  said,  he  de- 
ured,  in  the  Schedule,  Part  I.,  page  4, 
between  lines  43  and  44,  to  insert  "  In- 
dustrial Schools,  29  &  30  Vic.  c.  118, 
35  &  36  Vic.  c.  62,"  and  he  hoped  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary 
would  aocept  the  Amendment.  Surely 
the  duty  of  looking  after  the  Industrie 
Schools  in  Scotland  should  fall  within 
the  duties  of  this  new  Office,  more 
especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
Royal  Commission  on  Industrial  Schools 
had  recommended  that  the  subject  of 
education  in  those  schools  should  be 
brought  under  the  Education  Depart- 
ment. Surely  It  would  be  a  very  strange 
anomaly  if  the  Secretary  for  Scotland, 
who  had  principally  Home  Office  duties 
to  discharge,  and  who  had  to  do  with 
Snotch  education,  should  have  nothing 
to  do  with  those  schools.  He  had  not 
included  Reformatory  Schools  ;  hut,  of 
couTse,;if  this  Amendment  were  accepted, 
he  should  be  prepared  to  do  so. 

Amendment  proposed.  Schedule,  Part 
I.,  page  4,  between  lines  43  and  44,  in- 
sert "  Industrial  Schools,  29  &  30  Vic. 
c.  118,  35  &  36  Vic.  c.  63."— (Jfr. 
PruUm  Brute.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AssHETOif  OnoBs)  said,  he  did  not 
tbinh  that  these  Industrial  Schools 
ought  to  be  transferred  to  the  new 
Secretary ;  but  before  giving  a  decided 
answer  to  the  proposal  he  should  pie> 


fer  to  have  a  correspondence  with  tha 
Lord  Advocate  on  the  subject. 

Ma.  J.  B.  BALFOUR  said,[that  this 
matter  had  been  oarefally  considered 
by  the  late  Government,  and  a  con- 
clusion had  been  arrived  at  similar  to 
that  to  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  (Sir  B.Assheton  Cross)  seemed 
to  have  almost  corns  to.  One  of  tha 
main  considerations  had  been,  in  r^ard 
to  the  important  function  of  clerking. 

Amendment  ntgatked. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN  said,  he  wished  to 
have  an  explanation  with  regard  to 
Amendments  on  the  Paper  !n  the  name 
of  the  right  bon.  Gentleman  opposite 
(Sir  R.  Assheton  Cross)  —  namely, 
Schedule,  Part  III.,  page  5,  between 
lines  11  and  12,  insert, — "Assessor of 
Railways  and  Canals,  17  &18Vic.o.91, 
8.  29."  Schedule,  Part  III.,  page  5, 
line  16,leaveout  "  Register  Office,' 'and 
insert  "  General  Register  House  in 
Edinburgh."  Schedule,  Part  lU.,  paga 
5,  line  16,  after  "  emoluments,"  insert 
' '  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Secretary, 
to  regulate  establiahment."  This  ap- 
peared to  be  the  part  of  the  Schedule 
which  transferred  the  Register  House 
to  the  new  Seoretary.  It  appeared  to 
him,  BO  far  as  he  could  understand  it, 
that  they  were  rather  restriotiug  the 
control  given  to  the  Secretary  under 
the  Bill.  Of  course,  the  Treasury  could 
reserve  to  itself  the  right  to  say  what 
salaries  were  to  he  paid  in  every  De- 
partment. He  understood  that  the  re- 
sult of  the  Amendments  of  the  Home 
Secretary  would  be  that  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland,  instead  of  being  the  first 
motive  power  in  regulating  the  estab- 
lishments, would  only  have  a  consul- 
tative voice  in  the  matter.  The  power 
of  the  new  Secretary  over  the  estab- 
lishments by  these  Amendments  would 
be  lessened.  He  should  like  to  have 
some  explanation  on  the  point. 

The  SEORETARY  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AsaHETON  Gboss)  tendered  an  expla- 
nation. 

Ma.  J.  B.  BALFOUR  said,  he  quite 
agreed  that  when  they  came  to  deal 
with  a  purely  Treasury  matter  like  the 
salaries  whii^  should  be  paid  the  matter 
should  be  dealt  with  in  the  Bill  as  they 
had  framed  it.  But  if  by  the  wori^ 
"to  regulate  establishment "  was  meant 
thatthe  Treasury  was  to  retain  the  power 
ol  saying  how  many  officers  were  to  ba 
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appointed,  or  of  pointing  out  the  duties 
they  were  to  discliarge,  tie  should  think 
it  wnuld  be  a  miatake.  It  would  be  a 
mistake,  beoause  be  knew  that  there  had 
been  a  ^eat  deal  of  difTeience  of  opinion 
upon  this  question.  It  had  been  thought 
t(>o  muoh  power  had  been  conferred  on 
the  Treasury  bj  the  Lord  Olerk  Register 
Act  of  1679.  Many  people  thought  that 
too  much  power  had  been  given  to  the 
Treasury,  and  would  be  averse  to  see 
their  power  extend  beyond  the  question 
of  regulating  the  salaries. 

Tub  SEOTtETAEY  ot  STATE  (Sir 
H.  AasHBTOK  Gkobs)  :  I  will  not  pro- 
ceed with  the  Amendments  now,  bat 
Till  postpone  them  until  Report.  In 
the  meantime,  I  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  consulting  with  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate. 

Tub  CHAIEMAN:  Does  the  right 
hon.  Geutleman  withdraw  his  Amend- 
ments now  ? 

The  SECEETAET  of  STATE  (Sir 
B .  AssHZTos  Grosb)  :  Yes. 

The  OHAIBMAN  :  Is  it  the  pleasure 
of  the  Oommittee  that  the  Amendments 
he  withdrawn  ? 

Amendments,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Bill  r$porUd:  as  amended,  to  be  con- 
sidered T*-morrato. 

8£A  FISHERIES    {SCOTLAND)   AMEHD- 

MBNT  BILL  [Lonfi.] 

{Bart*  Hinry  ie  Wormt,  Sterttary  to  tht  Beard 

of  Trait.) 

ooianrrsB.      \Progr»t*  39fA</u^.] 

Bill  Mntidertd  in  Oommittee. 
(In  the  Coounittee.) 

Clause  2  (Application). 

&£b.  WILLIAU80N  said,  he  begged 
to  move  the  Amendment  standing  on  the 
Paper  in  bis  name,  in  page  l.IiQe  10,  to 
leave  out  from  "Scotland  "  to  end  of 
Olause. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
10,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  "  Scot- 
land "  to  end  of  Clause. — (ilr.  jniham- 
ton.) 

Queation  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

The  SECEETART  to  the  BOARD 
ov  TRADE  (Baron  Henkt  De  Wobms) 
■aid,  he  oould  not  accept  the  Amend- 
ment, and  pointed  out  that  thia  part  of 
the  Bill  was  according  to  the  Act  of 
1S83. 


Mk.  WILLIAUSON  said,  that  the 
Act  in  question  applied  to  the  lettering 
of  veasela,  and  also  with  reference  to 
the  Penal  Clauses  of  the  Fisheries  Act. 
He  had  not  thought  it  necessary  to  ex- 
plain what  he  meant. 

Me.  J.  B.  BALFOUR  said,  he  under- 
stood the  proposal  of  the  hon.  Oentlsman 
was  to  leave  out  the  words  which  dealt 
with  the  exclusive  limits  of  the  British 
Islands  and  which  defined  the  scope  of 
the  Act.  No  doubt,  there  were  some 
parts  which  should  not  be  excluded  for 
certain  purposes — that  was  to  say,  there 
were  some  parts  of  the  Act  which  should 
apply  outside  the  three-mile  limit,  in 
matters  connected  with  trawling  for  in- 
stance. But  the  Amendment  affected 
the  whole  scope  of  the  Bill.  He  saw 
that  the  hon.  Of  ember  opposite  (Baron 
Henry  De  Worms)  had  an  Amendment 
to  a  aimilar  effect  on  the  Paper. 

Thb  SECEETAET  to  the  BOAED 
(Baron  Henby  De  Wobub)  :  No ;  my 
Amendment  is  in  line  11,  and  not  in 
line  10. 

Mb.  J.  B.  BALFOUE :  Then  I  agree 
with  the  hon.  Member. 

Amendment  ntgattved. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
U,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  "Soot- 
land"  toendof  Clause.— (2i^  Sitrttarj/, 
Baron  Benry  Bt  Wormt.) 

Amendment  agrefd  to. 

Genebal  Sib  GEOEGE  BALFOUR 
said,  he  had  a  Notice  on  the  Paper  to 
move  to  add  to  the  Clause,  after  line  12, 
the  following  words  :— 

"  Frovidsd  alvaj'i.  That  damagM  doD«  to 
nets,  lines,  gear,  or  boats  by  any  mode  of  fiih- 
ing  in  any  part  of  the  sea  beyond  the  Bzcluave 
fishery  limits  of  the  British  islands,  maf  bo 
prosecuted  by  order  of  the  Fiihery  lioard  iu 
aach  Sheriff  Court  a^  may  be  moil  conrenient 
for  the  trial." 

He  had  been  told,  however,  that  the 
Fisheries  Act  of  1883  provided  for 
damage  of  this  kind ;  and,  on  that  under- 
standmg,  he  should  not  press  his  pro- 
posal on  the  Committee. 

Olause,  as  amended,  agrttd  It. 

Clause  3  a^retd  to. 

Clause  4  (Fishery  Board  may  make 
bye-laws  prohibiting  or  regulating  trawl- 
ing within  defined  areas). 

Me.  WILLIAMSON  said,  he  desired 
to  move,  in  line  18,  to  leave  out  the  fol- 
lowing  words : — 

DKlz=,l:>yCOOglC 
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He  knew  this  was  going  outeide  the 
scope  of  the  Bill ;  but  they  also  knew 
that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  conflict 
between  trawlers  and  line  fishermen  out- 
Bide  the  territorial  waters,  and  if  they 
regulated  these  matters  within  the  limits, 
seeing  that  conflicts  might  as  readily 
occnr  outside,  he  did  not  see  why  their 
regulations  should  not  extend  beyond 
those  limits.  He  was  perfectly  satisfied 
that  the  clause  as  it  stood  would  not 
satisfy  the  line  fishermen  who  were 
liable  to  hare  their  business  interfered 
with  by  the  trawlers.  As  to  the  diffi- 
culty of  dealing  with  the  fishermen  out- 
ude  their  territorial  waters,  he  would 
point  out  that  the  law  of  this  country 
could  follow  a  British  ship  all  over  the 
world  and  say  she  should  not  do  damage 
to  her  noighbours.  This  was  a  question 
affeoting  the  destruction  of  fishermen's 
gear.  He  would  not  take  up  auj  fur- 
ther time  in  eiplaining  the  Amendment, 
but  would  merely  express  his  sincere 
hope  that  it  would  be  accepted. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  I,  line 
18,  to  IcKTe  out  the  words  "  and  within 
the  exclutive  fishery  limits  of  the  Bri- 
tish Islands." — (Jfr.  WilUamton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Olause." 

The  8E0RETAEY  to  the  BOABD 
(Baron  Hekry  De  Wowis)  said,  he  was 
afraid  heoould  not  agree  to  the  Amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
and  he  thought  the  hon.  Member  him- 
self had  giren  sufficient  grounds  why  it 
could  not  be  accepted  when  he  declared 
that  it  was  not  within  the  scope  of  the 
Bill.  It  would  bo  absurd  to  go  beyond 
the  three- mile  limit. 

Ha.  MABJOBIBANKS  said,  he 
should  like  to  say  a  word  upon  this 
Amendment  of  bis  hon.  Friend,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  appeal  to  other  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  had  Amendments  to  the 
clause  duwu  on  the  Paper.  He  (Mr. 
Matjoribanks)  had  been  a  Member  of 
the  Royal  Commission  on  whose  recom- 
mendations this  Bill  had  been  framed. 
They  had  oonsidered  this  question  most 
oarefully,  and  had  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  utmost  to  which  they  could 
fi  was  to  recommend  that  the  Scotch 
ishery  Board  should  hare  power  to  pio- 
Mr.  Wiliiamttn 


hibit  trawling  within   the    three-mile 

Sir  ALEXANDER  GOEDON  said, 
he  objected  to  the  hon.  Member  antici- 
pating Amendments  that  were  to  coma 
on  afterwards. 

Mb.  MARJOBIBANKS  said,  he 
begged  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber's pardon;  but,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  point  was  raised  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  St.  Andrew's  District 
(Mr.  AVilliamson),  who  proposed  to 
strike  out  from  this  olause  all  re- 
ference to  territorial  waters,  and  to 
leave  the  Aot  to  apply  to  trawling,  not 
only  about  their  own  shores,  but  in  the 
North  Sea  and  in  the  Atlantic.  The 
Commission  had  considered  the  matter 
very  carefully,  and  had  thought  it  ab- 
solutely ueoessary  to  give  the  Scotch 
Fishery  Board  power  and  option  to  put 
a  stop  to  trawling  where  they  thought 
proper  within  territorial  waters.  That 
was  a  power  which  the  Irish  Fishery 
Inspectors  had  at  present,  and  one 
which  was  exercised  in  a  similar  way  in 
other  countries.  In  France,  for  in- 
stanoe,  trawling  was  prohibited  within 
the  three-mile  limit  unless  a  licence  were 
given  to  the  contrary.  In  parts  of  Ger- 
many there  was  a  similar  law  ;  also  in 
Denmark.  Norway  and  Spain  had  no 
regulation  of  the  sort.  He  thought 
they  had  better  adhere  to  the  clause  as 
it  stood  in  the  Bill,  and  not  attempt  to 
go  further. 

Mb.  ASHER  thought  the  exact  mean- 
ing of  this  Amendment  was  somewhat 
overlooked.  He  desired  to  explain  the 
position  he  took  in  regard  to  the  Amend- 
ment, because  be  quite  agreed  with  the 
Amendments  which  had  been  put  down 
for  exoluding  these  words  from  several 
other  clauses.  There  seemed  to  be  one 
fatal  objection  to  the  exclusion  of  these 
words  from  this  clause,  and  that  was 
that  they  would  be  legislating  upon  a 
matter  as  to  which  the  British  Legisla- 
ture had  DO  power.  This  was  not  a 
clause  deaUng  with  the  destruction  of 
fishing  gear,  but  it  was  a  clause  limited 
to  the  prohibition  by  the  Scotoh  Fishery 
Board  of  trawling  or  other  destructive 
modes  of  fishing.  It  was  perfeotiy  cer- 
tain that  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board 
could  not  exercise  that  power  except 
within  the  territorial  waters.  If  the 
words  were  struck  out,  as  proposed  by 
his  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Williamson),  the 
clause  would  be  made  applicable  to  the 
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The  SEOEBTAET  to  the  BOARD 
(Baron  HEtrnT  Ite  Woems)  said,  he 
oould  not  accept  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman.  The  Com- 
mission was  not  directed  against  any 
particular  kind  of  fishing,  but  was  ap> 
pointed  to  inquire  into  ths  g;eneral  effects 
of  fishing  or  trawling.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  if  thej  were  to  agree  to  the 
Amendment  proposed,  they  would  go 
directly  against  the  ptinoipal  object  of 
the  BiU. 


sea  outside  the  territorial  waters  in  re- 
gard to  which  the  Legislatore  of  this 
country  had  not  ezcluBiTe  power. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  asked  leave  to 
withdraw  the  Amendment.  He  had 
thought  it  right  to  propose  it,  as  he  had 
a  fishing  constituency. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  ieilhdrmen. 


Sir  ALEXANDER  GORDON  m. 
to  omit  "  fishing^"  in  line  26,  and  insert 
"trawling."  Be  did  so,  because  the 
powers  which  it  was  proposed  to  give  . . 
the  Fishery  Board  by  this  clause  were 
very  sxtensive,  and  werd  believed  by 
fishermen  to  be  very  arbitrary.  The 
men  were  afraid  of  the  extent  to  which 
the  powers  might  be  exercised.  The 
object  of  all  this  legislation  was  the 
protection  of  fishermen  within  the  three- 
mile  limit,  or,  in  other  words,  within 
the  territorial  waters.  The  fishermen 
had  complained  of  the  damage  done  by 
trawlers,  and  the  complaints  had  reached 
such  a  point  that  the  late  Government 
appointed  a  Oommissiou  to  inquire  into 
them.  The  Commissioners  took  a  great 
deal  of  trouble,  sitting  for  two  years, 
and  they  presented  a  Report,  and  the 
result  of  that  Report  was  this  Bill.  But 
the  fishermen  felt  that  by  giving  the 
Board  this  power  they  would  have  the 
power  of  stopping  fishing  on  every 
ground  in  any  area  they  thought  pro- 
per. Now,  if  they  restricted  the  fishing 
within  a  certain  area,  say,  of  20  or  30 
miles,  they  took  away  at  once  the  whole 
means  of  Hvelihood  of  oil  the  fishermen 
within  that  area.  There  was  no  provi- 
sion for  any  compensation  to  the  fisher- 
men who  might  be  deprived  of  their 
means  of  livelihood ;  and,  therefore, 
what  he  proposed  to  do  was  to  alter  the 
word"fi8hing"  to  that  of  "trawling." 
That  would  enable  the  Board  to  stop 
trawling  wherever  they  thought  proper 
under  the  powers  of  the  Act ;  but  it 
wonld  not  give  them  power  to  stop  fish- 
>D([i  ^7  which  so  many  men  obtained 
their  livelihood.-  This  Amendment  was 
so  obviously  just  that  be  hoped  it  would 
be  aooepted  by  the  Committee. 

Amendment  proi>osHd,  in  page  l,line 
26,  to  leave  out  the  word  "  fishing,"  and 
insert  the  word  "  trawling." — (Sir  AUx- 
andir  Gordon.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
■  fishing '  stand  part  of  the  Olaose." 


Sib  ALEXANDER  GORDON  re- 
marked, that  the  prinoipal  object  of  the 
Bill  was  to  protect  the  in-shore  fisher- 
men  against  trawlers.  That  was  the 
sole  object  of  this  legislation,  and  the 
fishermen  would  be  very  much  disap- 
pointed if  some  such  Amendment  as 
this  were  not  aooepted.  No  fisherman 
could  be  injured  if  the  power  were  taken 
from  the  Board  to  atopfisbing.  Hewas 
sorry  the  hon.  Gentleman  could  not 
agree  to  the  proposal. 

Amendment  negativtd. 

Sib  ALEXANDER  GORDON  said, 
the  next  Amendment  was  a  very  impor- 
tant one,  and  one  which  he  hoped  the 
hon.  Gentleman  would  be  able  to  u^e 
It  was  to  the  effect  that  the  bye- 
laws  which  the  Fishery  Board  were  em- 
powered to  make  by  this  Bill  should  not 
allow  trawling  by  any  trawler  with  a 
beam  of  greater  Iene;ui  than  12  feet. 
It  was  trawlers  wltE  huge  beams  of 
from  30  to  40  and  SO  feet  long  which 
did  all  the  damage ;  and,  therefore,  it 
the  prohibition  he  suggested  were  made, 
the  fishermen  round  the  coast  would 
have  secured  all  they  wanted.  The  hon. 
Uember  for  Ross-shire  (Mr.  Munro- 
Ferguson)  had  an  Amendment  to  the 
same  effect.  The  hon.  Member  was 
largely  interested  in  fishermen,  the 
same  as  he  (Sir  Alexander  Gordon)  was. 
Between  them  they  had  more  fishermen 
under  their  observation  than  any  other 
two  Members  in  that  House.  Now, 
what  the  fishermen  asked  to  be  pro- 
tected from  were  the  huge  maohmes 
which  came  sweeping  the  whole  floor  of 
the  sea,  and  did  thereby  so  much 
damage.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Berwickshire  (Mr.  Mar- 
joribanka),  addressing  his  constitaentfl 

Saturday  last,  saicT— 

As  regard*  ths  exbanetion  of  Sthinc 
gToundi  by  tnvlera  lh«f  hiA  tbe  oleaiert 
evidenco,  sod  he  did  net  think  there  could  be 
it  doabt  that  in  tbe  Fiith  of  Forth  the 
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tiambtr  of  flih  bad  btcn  dsoidtdl^  Kad  oonilder- 
abl]'  r«dae«d  hj  ths  aotion  of  tnvlsn  in  in- 
Aon  viten.  There  had  been  a  marlied  dimi- 
nution of  flab,  and  the  Cammiuioners  i«com- 
mended  io  regud  to  that  that  the  Scotch 
Fiahety  Board  should  have  th*  power  Bntirelr 
Xo  prohibit  trawling  in  ths  tBnitoTial  watna  in 
th»  United  Kingdom." 

All  he  (Sir  Alexander  Qordon)  asked 
was  tliat  tbat  Houta  aboald  do  them- 
aeWea  what  thev  empowered  the  Fishery 
Board  to  do,  because  if  they  did  it 
here  it  would  be  done.  The  Fishery 
Board  voald  find  great  difficulty  in 
giving  any  order  to  that  effect,  owing 
to  the  powerful  influenoo  the  trawlers 
posBeesed.  The  trawlers  were  a  wealthy 
body,  the  fishermen  were  poor;  the 
trawlers  were  to  be  found  in  towns,  and 
the  fishermeQ  all  round  the  coast,  the 
latter  having  few  people  to  speak  for 
them.  He  Mked  the  Oommittee  to  do 
what  he  suggested,  as  an  effectual 
means  of  protecting  the  fishermen  from 
injury. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  I,  line  S8,  aftar  lecond  "bjs-Iawi," 
to  add—"  PiDTidsd,  That  laoh  bya-lawi  ahall 
not  tanetioo  any  fiihing,  within  the  excloctTa 
flahory  limit*  ol  Sootland,  with  a  trawl  having 
a  beam  of  a  greater  length  than  twelve  feet, 
and   all    trawling,   within  the   above   named 
limila,  with  a  trawl  having  a  beam  of  a  grea' 
length  than  twelve  feet  ia  barebj*  declared 
be  illegal  after  the  Snt  daj  of  January,  < 
thouiand  eight   hundred   and   eight;-nz." 
{Sir  AliKand*r  Qtritn.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

The  8E0EETART  to  the  BOAED 
(Baron  Henbt  Da  Wokiis)  said,  it  was 
quite  impossible  to  agree  to  this  Amend- 
ment. While  by  his  proposal  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Qentleman  would  do  justice 
to  a  certain  class  of  fishermen,  he  would 
do  great  injustice  to  others.  The  object 
of  tiie  Bill  was  not,  as  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  stated,  to  do  away 
with  trawling,  but  to  ascertain  what 
kinds  of  fishing  were  injurious.  They 
were  not  sure  of  the  amount  of  damage 
done  by  trawling,  and  therefore  it  was 
not  right  they  should  limit  the  length  of 
beam. 

Mk.  ASHKR  said,  this  Amendment 
raised  the  yery  important  question  whe- 
ther trawling  should  or  should  not  be 
abolished  within  the  territorial  limits. 
There  was  no  donbt  that  it  was  withi 
the  power  of  the  Legislature  of  this 
country  to  entirely  prohibit  trawling 
Sir  AUtawkr  Oorihn 


within  the  territoriat  waters.  He  bad 
said  outside  the  House,  and  he  derired 
to  repeat  inside  the  House,  that,  in  his 
opinion,  it  would  have  been  a  more 
satisfactory  settlement  of  this  matter  if 
the  Trawling  Commission  had  dealt  with 
this  question  in  a  bolder  form,  and  had 
recommended  the  abolition  of  trawling 
altogether  within  the  territorial  waters. 
He  had  a  very  strong  belief  that  that 
proMhidon  would  not  in  any  way  inter- 
fere with  the  successful  pmsecution  of 
trawling,  and  the  adequate  supply  of 
fish,  through  the  means  of  trawung,  to 
the  markets  of  the  country ;  and ,  on  the 
other  hand,  he  had  a  strong  belief  that 
it  would  have  prevented  great  injustice 
and  injury,  which  it  was  desirable  to 
obviate,  as  regarded  line  fishing  in 
many  estuaries  and  bays  &om  which  be 
thought  trawlers  should  be  altogether 
excluded.  But  whilst  these  were  his 
views  on  the  question,  he  was  bound  to 
look  at  this  matter  from  a  practical 
point  of  view.  At  this  period  of  the 
Session  they  were  practically  in  this  posi- 
tion— that  they  must  accept  the  Bill  sub- 
stantially as  it  stood,  or  make  up  their 
minds  not  to  have  it  at  all.  Looking  to 
the  terms  in  which  the  Eoyal  Oommis- 
sioD  on  Trawling  reported,  he  could  not 
say  he  entertained  any  hope  of  being 
able  to  carry  his  views  about  the  pro- 
hibition of  trawling  within  the  terri- 
torial waters  to  any  successful  issue  ; 
and,  therefore,  regarding  the  Bill,  as  he 
did,  as  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and 
believing  that  it  was  calculated  to  be 
beneficial  in  its  results,  he  did  not  pro- 
pose to  press  his  views,  but  to  accept 
the  clause  as  it  stood.  But  there  was 
one  matter  which  he  thought  it  was  right 
to  bring  forward.  This  clause  proposed 
to  impose  a  very  onerous  and  diSioult 
duty  upon  the  Scotch  Fisbory  Board — 
namely,  that  of  investigating  and  de- 
ciding within  what  portions  of  the  sea 
within  the  territorial  waters  trawling  or 
other  injurious  methods  of  fishing  ought 
to  be  prohibited.  It  was  quite  evident 
that  that  was  a  matter  which  could  not 
be  decided  by  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board 
without  elaborate  investigation ;  and,  in 
his  opinion,  a  serious  objection  to  the 
Bill  was  that  it  contained  no  provision 
for  supplying  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board 
with  the  neoessary  funds  for  enabling 
them  to  disohaive  this  duty  imposed 
upon  them  by  CTanse  4.  He  was  quite 
aware  it  was  not  within  the  oompetency 
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of  s  private  Member  to  propose  thi 
introduotiDn  of  a  clauae  to  rectifj  thii 
defect;  but  be  alluded  to  the  matter 
now  in  order  to  point  out  to  the  Oovem- 
ment  tbe  neoeBsity  of  keeping  tbia  fact  in 
view.  He  boped  the  QoTenuneut  would, 
by  arrangement  with  tbe  Treasury,  aee 
their  way  to  authorize  the  Scotch  Fishery 
Soard  to  undertake  the  inyestigations 
nsceesary  usdor  this  clause,  and  to  pro- 
Tide  tbe  Board  with  tbe  neoeasary  funds 
for  tbe  purpose.  He  trusted  that  before 
this  clause  passed  the  Committee  would 
receive  au  assurance  from  some  Member 
of  tbe  QoTcmment  that  tbe  point  to 
irbicb  be  had  referred  would  not  be  lost 
eight  of. 

Amendment  ntgativid. 

Ms.  WILLIAMSON  proposed,  in 
line  28,  aftereeoond  "  bye-laws"  to  in- 
sert— 

"  It  «b*U  also  ba  in  ths  powar  at  tbs  Fishery 
Board,  anlijact  to  ooofirmatioQ  as  hereiiuit«r 
mBDtioDed,  to  prohibit  ataara  trawlera  from 
trawling  at  night,  betvaan  saiiaat-'aiid  nmriae, 


■hing;  rrannda  or  hank*  largalj  frequented 
by  line  or  drift 
tuna  or  luoh  pai 
conaider  eipedient. 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  8E0HETART  to  tsk  BOABD 
(Baron  Hekbt  Be  Wobub)  said,  he 
oould  not  ftgree  to  tbe  Amendment. 

Amendment  iugativ»i. 

The  6E0BBTART  to  the  BOASD 
(Baron  Hbvkt  De  Worhs)  proposed  to 
insert,  in  page  3,  after  line  7 — 

"  The  8ecretar7  of  State  shall  allow  anj 
person  to  make  a  repreaeDtation  for  hia  intarset 
againat  the  conflrmalJoD  of  anjr  bfe-Uw,  on  a 
notice  of  objection  being  given  b;  auoh  peraon 
to  tbo  Fiiherj'  Board  within  the  laid  period  of 
onrroanth,  and  maj,  if  ha  sea  tit,  allow  parties 
to  h«  heard  thereon." 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Gekeeai.  Bra  GEOEQE  BALFOUB 
considered  that  by  this  Amendment  tbe 
bon.  Qentleman  was  striking  a  great 
blow  at  the  authority  oE  tbe  Fishery 
Board. 

Mb.  WILLIAKSOH  said,  that,  nn. 
donbtedly,  very  oneious  atid  delicate 
duties  were  imposed  on  the  Fishery 
Board  by  this  Bill.  He  was  obliged  to 
the  hon.  and  learned  Mraaber  for  Elgin 
(Mr.  Asher)  for  having  brought  those 
duties  before  tbe  notice  of  the  Oommit- 


tee;  and  all  be  could  say  was  that  the 
Fishery  Board  would  do  their  beet  to 
discharge  them  faithfully  and  well.  He 
did  not  see  that  any  reasonable  objection 
could  be  raised  to  this  Amendment. 

Amendment  agrttii  io. 

On  Motion  of  tbe  Sbobetabt  to  tbe 
Board  (Baron  Henry  De  Worms),  tbe 
following  Amendment  made  : — Fage  2, 
lino  22,  to  leave  out  "  by  any  officer  of 
the  Fisbary  Board." 

Olanse,  as  amended,  ogriti  io. 

Clause  5  (Steam  trawlers  fishing  off 
Scotland  to  have  letters  and  numbers 
painted  on  the  quarter). 

Me.  WILLIAMSON  proposed  to  omit 
from  line  28,  "  and  iritlun  the  excluBive 
fishery  limits  of  the  British  Islands." 
Tbe  hon.  Gentleman  explained  that  this 
Amendment  referred  to  tbe  painting  of 
letters  on  ressela. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  3,  Una  SB,  to  leave  out  the  words 
*■  and  within  tho  eicliuive  Qahery  limit*  of  the 
British  Islands."— (}fr.  ITiHianuiin.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

Mb.  MAItJOBIBANES  hoped  the 
GoTemment  would  consent  to  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment  offrtid  Io. 

Mr.  MABJOGIBANES  proposed  to 
insert,  after  "  ground,"  in  hue  84,  "  on 
the  funnel  twelve  inobes  from  the  top, 
and."  He  said,  that  the  rule  with  re< 
gard  to  sailingveseels  was  that  they  had 
to  paint  numbers  and  letters  on  tbe  bow 
and  also  on  the  sails.  There  was  no 
doubt  that  the  numbers  being  marked 
on  tbo  sails  were  very  distinctive  em- 
blems seen  at  a  considerable  distance. 
The  steam  trawlers  bad  no  sails,  there- 
fore he  thought  tbs  numbers  should  be 
painted  on  the  funnels.  It  would  be  a 
great  advantage  to  fishermen,  inasmuch 
as  it  would  help  them  to  identify  vessels 
which  did  them  damage. 

Amendment  proposed, 


inches  from  the  top,  and." — {Mr.  Marjaribamit.) 

Amendment  agretd  to. 

Mb.  WILLIAMSON  proposed  to  in- 
sert, after  "  officers,"  in  page  3,  line  5, 
"  or  officers  of  the  Fishery  Board." 
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Amendment    proposed, 
line  5,  after  the   vord 
insert  the  words    "  or  officers  of   the 
Fisher;  Board." — {Mr.  Williamton.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  SEOEETARY  to  the  BOARD 
(Baron  Hkhbt  Be  Works)  opposed  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment  ntgatived. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause,  ee  amended,  stand 
part  of  the  Bill." 

Mb.  WILLIAMSON  said,  he  must 
insist  that  the  point  he  had  just  raised 
should  be  considered  ;  if  it  was  not,  he 
would  move  that  the  clause  be  rejected. 
He  would  like  to  know  whether  the 
Board  of  Trade  meant  to  put  the  Sea 
Fishery  officers  under  the  orders  of  the 
Ftshety  Board,  because  at  present  they 
were  not?  The  men  who  attended  to 
the  numbering  and  lettering  on  the  Coast 
of  Sootland  were  the  Fishery  Board 
officers.  If  the  Board  of  Trade  would 
omit  the  section,  all  would  be  right. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  BOARD 
(Baron  Henbt  De  Woems)  said,  he 
would  be  Teiy  happy  to  consider  the 
matter  by  Report. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clausa  6  (Fishery  Board  may  require 
statistics  of  sea  fisheries). 

Sib  ALEXANDER  GORDON  pro- 
posed to  leave  out  "fishermen,"  in 
page  3,  line  6,  and  insert  "  fiah  salesmen. " 
He  wished  to  impress  upon  the  Com- 
mittee the  tact  that  very  great  labour 
was  entailed  on  the  fishermen  by  the 
keeping  acoount  oi  all  the  fish  they 
caught.  A  Tery  large  meeting  of  fisher- 
men was  held  recently  at  Storooway, 
and,  amongst  Beveral  objections  to  this 
Bill,  this  was  partionlarly  mentioned. 
It  was  pointed  out  that,  after  having 
been  one  or  two  nights  out,  the  men 
oame  in  very  tired ;  but,  before  they 
could  seek  rest,  they  had  to  take  an 
account  of  the  fish  they  had  caught. 
The  duty  was  very  irksome  to  them. 
He  would  like  the  hon.  Gentleman 
(Baron  Henry  De  Worms)  to  explain 
whether  he  intended  an  account  to  be 
kept  of  the  fish  caught  in  territorial 
water  or  in  off-shore  water,  or  whether 
saparats  accounts  were  to  be  kept  of 
fish  caught  in  territorial  water  and  of 


that  caught  in  off-shore  water  ?  He  bad 
never  heard  that  the  Returns  now  pre- 
sentad  to  Parliament  &om  time  to  time 
were  incorrect  or  insufficient;  but  he 
thought  that,  if  any  more  were  wasted, 
they  ought  to  be  got  from  the  persons 
who  cured  the  fish  or  &om  those  who 
sold  it. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3* 
line  6,  to  leave  out  the  word  "  fisher- 
men," and  insert  the  words  "  fish  sales- 
men."— {Sir  AUxandtr  Gordon.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
■  fishermen  >  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

The  SECRETARY  to  tob  BOARD 
(Baron  Hsnbt  De  Wobus)  said,  the 
Amendment  would  defeat  one  of  the 
prinoipal  objects  of  the  Bill,  and,  there- 
fore, he  could  not  accept  it. 

Me.  E.  W.  DDFF  hoped  his  bon. 
and  gallant  Friend  (Sir  Alexander  Gor- 
don) wouldnotpiessthe  Amendment.  At 
the  Conferences  at  the  Fisheries  Exhibi- 
tion, it  was  universally  admitted  that,  in 
statistical  information,  we  were  behind 
other  nations.  The  Scotch  Fishery 
Board  had  succeeded  in  getting  much 
better  statistics  concerning  fisheries  than 
were  got  in  any  other  part  of  the  King- 
dom, and  this  clause  would  assist  them 
in  getting  still  better  statistics. 

Sib  ALEXANDER  GORDON  said, 
the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  R.  W.  Doff) 
talked  about  fishing;  but  he  did  not 
know  much  about  it.  By  this  clause 
they  imposed  a  very  irksome  duty  upon 
Soot«h  fishenuen,  a  duty  which  vaa  not 
imposed  on  English  fishermen.  The 
fishermen  of  Scotland  asked  veiy  earn- 
estly that  Farliament  would  not  pas* 
this  clause ;  therefore,  he  could  not 
withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Question  put,  and  agrt*d  to. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Asheb,  the  fol* 
lowing  Amendments  made: — Page  3, 
after  line  7,  insert  "  and  other  person 
belonging  to  British  eea  fishing  boats, 
and  aU; "  line  8,  leave  out  "  and  other 
person." 

Geiterai.  Sib  GEORGE  BALFOTJB 
moved,  in  page  3,  line  17,  after  the 
word  "  returns,"  to  insert  "  or  oompila- 
tion  thereof  as  may  be  agreed  upon 
with  the  Board  of  Trade."  He  hoped 
the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
would  assent  to  the  Amendment,  as 
a  compilation  prepared  by  competent 
authorities  would  be  vei^  useful. 
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Amendmeot  proposed,  in  page  3, 
line  17,  after  the  word  "returns,"  to 
insert  the  words ' '  or  compilation  thereof 
as  may  be  agreed  upon  with  the  Board 
of  Trade."— (ffawro/  Sir  Qtorgt  BaU 
four.) 


The  SECEETAEY  to  the  BOARD 
(Baron  Henrt  De  Wouis)  thought  it 
would  be  perfectly  ueeleBs  to  do  what 
was  suggested. 

General  Sik  GEOBGE  BALFOUR : 
Can  you  tell  me  what  use  they  make  of 
them  at  present  ? 

The  SECEETART  to  the  BOARD 

garon  Henby  De  Wobms)  :  I  do  not 
ow. 

General  Sir  GEORGE  BALFOUR : 
You  could  get  Reports  from  50  places. 

Sir  ALEXANDER  GORDON  wished 
to  know  whether  the  hon.  Gentleman 
oonid  not  promise  to  let  them  have  these 
Returns  published  by  the  Board  of 
Trade  during  the  herring  fishery  season  ? 
If  Returns  were  to  be  made  at  all,  they 
raight  as  well  be  mode  use  of ;  and  it 
would  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  fish 
ourers  if  the  Board  of  Trade  would  once 
a  week,  during  the  fishery  season,  pub- 
lish the  Returns  which  their  officers 
made.  It  would  be  of  very  great  use  to 
the  fish  curers,  who  could  arrange  their 
sales  accordingly.  He  would  be  glad  if 
the  bon.  Gentleman  would  bear  this 
in  mind  at  the  next  herring  fishery 
season. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  BOARD 
(Baron  Heitrt  De  Wobub)  said,  he 
would  be  yBij  glad  to  see  what  could 
be  done  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  WILLUMSON  said,  it  would 
be  quite  impossible  to  get  the  Returns 
from  the  Fishery  Board  erery  week,  or 
even  every  month.  What  the  Fishery 
Board  did  was  to  prepare  the  Returns 
annually. 

Sir  ALEXANDER  GORDON  said, 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  whatever. 
He  knew  the  Fishery  Board  could  not 
publish  them  ;  but  they  could  return 
them  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  who  could 
publish  tbem  without  any  difficulty. 

Gbhbral  8ih  GEORGE  BALFOUR 
was  willing  to  withdraw  his  Amend- 

Amendment,  by  leave,  witMrawn.- 
Clause,  as  amended,  agrted  to. 
TOL.   CCC.    [third  series.] 


CHanse  7  (8ea  fishery  officer  may  award 
compensation  under  ten  pounds). 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  BOARD 
(Baron  Hekrt  De  Worus)  moved,  in 
page  3,  at  beginning  of  clause,  to  insert — 

"  Every  cau  nndsr  the  Sea  FisheriM  Acts 
may  ba  prosecuted  in  any  sbeiiS'  court  whioli 
the  Fiahery  Board  ma;  daclare,  bj'  a  notice 
under  the  hand  of  the  Secretar7  to  the  Board 
to  the  Procurator  Fiscal  of  sadi  eheriff  court, 
to  be  the  court  nCKreit  to  Uia  spot  where  the 
offence  wai  committed,  or  otherwiae  the  most 
conTenient  for  the  trial  of  the  case." 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Sib  ALEXANDER  GORDON  wished 
to  have  the  closing  words  of  the  Amend* 
ment  made  clear.  Did  "most  ooDve- 
nient"  bear  reference  to  the  convenience 
of  the  prosecutor,  or  the  convenience  of 
the  person  accused?  The  convenienoa 
of  the  person  accused  ought  to  be  more 
considered  than  the  convenience  of  any- 
body elee  ? 

Mr.  J.  B.  BALFOUR  said,  there 
must  be  a  balance  of  convenience. 

Sib  ALEXANDER  GORDON  asked 
whether  it  was  not  the  custom  that  all 
these  crimes  were  tried  at  the  nearest 
Court? 

Mb.  MARJORIBANKS  said,  the  or- 
dinary practice  was  that  all  these  coses 
were  tried  at  the  nearest  possible  place 
to  the  place  where  the  offence  was  com- 
mitted. 

Amendment  agried  to. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Asrbr  the  fol- 
lowing Amendment  made  : — Page  3, 
line  23,  after  "person,"  insert  "belong- 
ing to  a  British  sea  fi^ng  boat." 

Mr.  ASHER  moved,  in  page  S.line  M, 
to  leave  out  "  and  within  the  exclusive 
fishery  limits  of  the  British  Islands." 
He  pointed  out  that,  although  it  was 
necessary  to  prevent  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill  &om  coming  in  oonflict  with  the 
International  Convention,  the  section 
would  not  answer  the  purpose  it  was 
intended  to  serve,  unless  it  was  made 
applicable  to  cases  of  damage  to  fishing 
gear  whioh  occurred  outside  their  terri- 
torial waters. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3, 
line  24,  to  leave  out  the  words  "and 
within  the  exclnsive  fishery  limits  of  the 
British  Islands." — {Mr.  A»htr.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  oe  left  ont  stand  part  of  the 
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The  secretary  to  the  BOARD 
(Baron  Henbt  De  Wosus)  said,  it  was 
impossible  to  accept  this  Amendment, 
for,  by  accepting  it,  the;  would  b« 
doing  that  which  was  contraiy  to  the 
Act  of  1883.  Foreigners  could  only  be 
dealt  with  when  they  oame  within  our 
three-mile  limit.  If  this  Amendment 
were  made  the  effect  would  be  to  extend 
the  opsTBtion  of  the  clause  beyond  the 
three-mile  limit. 

Mb.  ASEER  said,  his  first  Amend- 
ment, which  had  been  accepted,  limited 
the  clause  to  the  case  of  a  person  be- 
longing to  the  British  sea  fishing  trade. 
The  effect  of  both  Amendmeata,  taken 
together,  would  be  that  where  damage 
was  done  to  fishing  gear,  either  within 
or  withoat  the  three-mile  limit,  by  anj- 
bodybelonging  tothe  homefiahing  trade, 
then  the  fishery  officer  could  award  the 
compensation.  No  doubt,  if  the  section 
applied  to  foreign  boats  it  would  be 
against  the  Convention  and  beyond  the 
power  of  the  Legislatore ;  but  we  had 
jnrisdiotion  over  our  own  fishing  boats 
outside  the  territorial  waters  just  as  well 
as  within  them. 

Amendment  nyatwed. 

MB.ASH£RmoTed,inpage  3,  line  30, 
after  the  word  "  writing,"  »"  >' 
words — 


'  to  insort  the 


{00MU0N8}  AmndmentBm.  11B8 

as  drawn  by  the  late  Lord  Advocate,  and 
as  introduced  into  the  House  of  Lords, 
carrying  out  one  of  the  etrongsst  recom- 
mendations of  the  Report  of  the  Royal 
Commission  that  British  sea  fishery 
officers  should  be  made  a  sort  of  ffoating 
magistracy.  The  men  whom  the  Select 
Committee  had  in  their  eye  were  those 
commanders  of  Her  Majesty's  aruisera 
who  were  detailed  for  fishery  purposes, 
and  the  recommendation  was  made  with 
the  object  of  securing  to  the  injured 
fishermen  as  brief  and  easy  a  remedy, 
both  for  himself  and  the  party  charged 
with  injuring  him,  as  could  possibly  be 
obtained.  The  easiest  way  of  doing 
that  was  to  give  to  the  British  sea 
fishery  oflicere  power  to  deal  with  the 
cases  summarily  where  only  a  email 
amount  of  damage  was  concerned. 
Those  officers  had  now  very  considerable 
powers,  of  search,  of  examination  upon 
oath,  and  in  many  other  respects.  They 
hadeven  now  powersto  arbitrate,  and  de- 
cide those  cases  where  the  parties  on  both 
sides  consented,  and  the  Amendment 
would  not  give  them  any  very  great  addi- 
tion to  their  powers.  It  would  he  of  the 
greatest  advantage  in  keeping  order  be- 
tween the  different  classes  of  fishermen 
on  their  coasts. 


t  mqoiry  ii 


He  said  these  were  merely  formal  words 
in  order  to  make  the  language  of  the 
clause  more  distinct. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  v*g*  3.  lin«  30,  after  the  word  "  writing," 
to  iniert  the  words  "  to  make  saoh  cxsmiDation 
or  inquiry  into  the  said  complaint  u  he  deems 
neoeaauy,  snd." — {Mr.  Aihtr.) 

Amendment  agrtti  to. 

Ub.  MARJ0BIBANK8  moved,  in 
page  3,  line  31,  after  the  word  "heard," 
to  insert — 

"  To  awud  dsmagM  to  the  oomplsinsr  to  an 
amoimt  not  exceeding  ten  poondi,  and  to  iune 
a  certificate  to  that  ^ect,  and  luoh  certificate 
•hall  be  final,  and  bIuiII  entltl*  the  comptainer 
to  obtain,  by  actioD  in  the  Bmall  Debt  Court, 
a  decree  for  the  mm  specified  therein;  but 
when  ths  amount  of  damage  so  inquired  into 
shall  exceed  ten  pounds,  it  shall  be  lairfu]  for 
the  sea  fishery  omcer." 

He  thought  this  Amendment  was  one  of 
very. great  importance.  It  would  mabea 
m  caught.  v^i<>h  was  included  in  the  Bill 


Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  3,  line  31,  after  the  word  "  heard," 
to  insert,  the  words  "  to  avrard  damages  to  the 
oompUioer  to  aa  amount  not  exceeding  ten 
pounds,  and  to  issue  a  certificate  to  Qtat  effect, 
and  such  certiflcate  shall  be  final,  and  shall 
entitle  the  complainer  to  obtain,  hj' action  in  the 
Small  Debt  Court,  a  decree  for  the  sum  speoified 
therein :  but  when  the  amount  of  damage  so 
iuquired  into  shall  exceed  ten  pounds,  it  shsll 
be  lawful  for  the  sea  fishery  officer." — (Jfr, 
Maiyoriiaiikt. ) 

QueatioQ  proposed, ' '  That  those  wordt 
be  there  inserted." 

Mb.  ASHER  hoped  the  Oovemment 
would  accept  the  Amendment.  It  would 
be  of  oonsiderable  importance  in  deal- 
ing with  one  of  the  greatest  grievances 
which  the  line  fishermen  ezperienoed  at 
the  hands  of  the  trawlers.  There  were 
a  number  of  oases  where  the  men  would 
ither  suffer  damage  than  incur  the  ex- 
pense of  prosecution,  and  the  Amend- 
ment would  provide  a  short,  summary 
method  of  recovering  the  damage  where 
it  had  been  sustained.  The  fishery  offi- 
cers were  well  qualified  to  assess  the 
damage  in  such  oases.  He  regarded 
the  proposal  as  one  of  the  most  impor- 
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tant  proTiaiona  in  the  whole  Bill,  and  ha 
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hoped  it  would  be  accepted. 

Sib  ALEXANDER  GOBDON  also 
hoped  tha  Qovemment  would  accept  the 
Amendment. 

IJoED  ELCHO  alao  Bupportod  the 
Amendment,  as  he  believed  the  fiaher- 
mea  felt  \^yj  keenly  about  it. 

Mjt.  PEESTON  BRUCE  aupported 
the  Amendment,  which  would  only  put 
the  Bill  back  into  the  form  in  which  it 
was  orig^ally  drawn,  and  satisfy  one  of 
the  recommendations  of  the  Select  Gom- 
mittee. 

The  SECEETAET  to  the  BOAED 

t Baron  HKifRY  De  Wobub)  was  sorry 
la  could  not  awtept  the  Amendment. 
The  proposal  was  struck  out  after  dia- 
ousiion  in  the  House  of  Lords.  If  it 
were  re-inserted  it  would  restore  the 
Bill  to  its  original  position ;  and,  in 
point  of  fact,  it  would  make  the  fishery 
officer  a  judge.  He  was  astonished  to 
hear  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  the 
late  Solicitor  Qeneral  for  Scotland  (If  r. 
Asher)  adTocatins  such  a  very  serious 
departure  from  the  ordinary  adminis- 
tration of  the  law.  It  was  impossible 
for  the  Government  to  accept  the  pro- 
posal. 

Mb.  B.  W.  buff  wished  to  know 
whether  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Baron 
Heniy  De  Worms)  would  consider  what 
the  meaning  of  "sea  fishery  officer" 
was  under  the  Bill,  for  there  waa  some 
coufuaion  about  that  ?  There  seemed  to 
be  some  impression  that  the  "sea  fishery 
officer"  would  be  an  officer  under  the 
Fishery  Board;  but  under  the  Bill  he 
would  be  an  officer  belonging  to  the 
Coastguard.  Some  confusion  arose  on 
this  point  in  "another  place,"  and  that 
was  the  reason  why  the  proposal  was 
not  aooepted  there. 

Ur.  MARJOBIBANKS  said,  that 
under  the  Act  of  1 88S  "  aea  fiahery  offi- 
cers" were  divisional  officers  of  the 
Coastguard,  commanders  of  Her  Ua- 
jesty's  cruisers  fur  .deep  sea  fishery  pnr- 

E)seB,  and  officers  appointed  by  the 
oard  of  Trade. 

Thk  SEORETAET  to  thk  BOAED 
(Baron  Henby  Db  Wobus)  could  not 
depart  from  the  opinion  he  had  ex- 
pressed. He  did  not  think  these  officers 
were  legally  qualified  to  act  as  judges. 

Mb.  MUrrRO-FERGDSON  hoped 
the  Amendment  would  be  accepted.  It 
was  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
fishermen  that  they  should  hare  some 


such  simple  and  easy  and  ezpedittous 
method  of  recovering  slight  damages. 

Mb.  WILLIAMSON  said,  the  officers 
might  be  looked  upon  as  arbiters  in  dis- 
pute—not judges. 

Question  pnt. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  15; 
Noes  39  ;  Majority  24.  —  [Div.  List, 
No.  271.) 

On  Motion  of  the  Siobetaby  to  the 
Board  (Baron  Henry  De  Worme),  the 
following  verbal  Amendments  made : — 
Page  3,  line  27,  leave  out  the  word 
"  said  sea ; "  line  37,  leave  out  the  word 
"  officer ;  "  line  87,  after  "  fishery,"  in- 
sert "Board;"  page  4,  line  1,  after 
" evidence,"  insert  "on  the  question  of 
the  damage." 

The  SECRETASY  to  the  BOARD 
(Baron  Hei^rt  De  Worms)  moved,  in 
page  4,  line  2,  after  the  word  "  cause," 
ta  insert  the  words — 

"  And  in  soy  coaa  in  irbioh  the  dunage,  m 
found  by  the  iheriff  before  whom  the  case  comei 
for  trial,  ihall  exceed  tvelra  poimdi,  appeal 
■hall  be  competent  aa  in  ordinary  caaaei  Irafoie 
tha  •heriffooort."        ■ 

Amendment  agrttd  U, 

Clause,  as  amended,  ajrud  to. 

Clauses  8  and  9  agreed  to. 

Clause  10  ^Transfer  of  powers  of 
Board  of  Trade). 

Mb.  WILLIAMSON  moved,  in  page 
4,  line  21,  to  insert  the  following  sub- 
sectiou: — 

"(d.)  The  Boud  of  Trade  is  abo  heraby 
anlhoriied  to  delegate  to  the  Fiaher;  Boara, 
for  such  time  ai  it  may  aae  fit,  povera  to  allo- 
oate,  let,  and  manage  the  foreahorea  belonging 
to  the  Crown,  or  any  portions  of  the  aame,  for 
tba  special  purpoae  of  improving  and  extending 
oyster  and  muaael  flaheries  and  bait  beda,  any 
renta  collected  to  be  accounted  (or  to  the  Board 
of  Trade,  and  tha  powers  delegated  to  be  exer- 
cised lubject  to  the  confirmation  and  approval 
of  the  said  Board." 

He  said  this  was  merely  a  civil  request 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  to  allow  the 
Fishery  Board  to  do  part  of  their  work. 

Question  proposed, ' '  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Tbb  SEORETAET  to  the  BOARD 
(Baron  Hehby  De  Wobub)  :  I  cannot 
accept  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON :  then  I  with- 
draw it. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  mthiraten. 

Clause  agreed  to. 
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The  8E0RETABT  to  thb  BOARD 
(Baron  Hemey  Ite  Woaus)  movad,  after 
Claase  7,  toiseert  the  following  clause: — 

(Pioceduiewhen  person  mjiiT«d  olaims 
damsgnt.) 
"Snb-«ctioo  (I)  of  Clnun  fifteen  of  '  The 
Sea  Fiiheriei  Act,  1883,'  ie  hereby  repealed. 

■'  Where  any  offence  is  committed,  aa  aet 
forth  in  Olause  seven  hereof,  it  shall  be  oompa- 
tent  (or  the  person  whose  property  has  been  in- 
jured to  g;ive  notice  in  writing;  to  Che  penon 
committing  >ach  offence,  and  to  the  sheriff 
clerk,  that  at  the  triU  of  esid  offence  the  sheriff 
will  be  called  upon  to  consider  sod  dispoaa  of 
the  qnestion  of  damages,  and,  in  such  case,  the 
BTidence  led  at  said  trial  shall  be  evidenco  for 
the  consideration  of  the  iheriS'  on  the  question 
of  datnagee,  and  the  sheriff,  at  the  oonolusion  of 
the  said  trial,  shall  proceed  according  to  the 
provisions  of  Claase  seven  hereof,  and  shall,  if 
oral  evidence  is  to  be  token  on  the  quettion  of 
damases,  allow  the  aocoeed  penoa  to  be  exa- 
minad  as  a  witneas  on  the  question  of  damages." 

New  Glaaee  brought  up,  and  read  the 
&.nt  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Ouestioii  proposed, 
"That  the  Olauae  he  read  a  second 
time." 

Kk.  ASHEG  sai'd,  there  vera  three 
clauses  ^rhJch  had  beea  placed  upon 
the  Paper  upon  this  sabjeot,  and  the 
diffecenoe  between  them  was  Terj  much 
a  matter  of  drafting.     He  himself  had 

fiut  down  a  clause ;  but  after  oare- 
qU;  oonsidering  that  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman he  should  not  press  his  own. 
However,  there  might  be  serious  diffl- 
culties  in  the  way  of  working  the  clause 
now  proposed  if  its  exact  words  were 
retained,  because  he  doubted  very  much 
whether  it  contained  the  neoessary  en- 
acting words  to  enable  the  SherifF  to  do 
the  work  imposed  upon  him.  His  (Mr. 
Asher'sJ  elause  had  been  framed  so  as  to 
include  what  was  necessary  to  produce 
the  effect  which  was  clearly  intended. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  said,  he  also 
had  a  clause  on  the  Paper  on  the  same 
subjeot.  If  the  clause  proposed  by  the 
OoTomment  were  accepted  it  would 
have  to  be  remedied  in  one  respect.  In 
the  second  line  were  the  words,  "the 
person  whose  property  has  been  in- 
jured." ThePisheries  Act  referred  to 
the  person  as  well  as  the  property ;  and 
he  would  suggest  that  the  words  should 
be,  "  the  person  who  has  suffered  in- 
jury,"  whicli  would  cover  both  the  pro- 
perty and  the  person. 

The  SECRETAET  to  the  BOAED 
(Baron  Henry  De  Wobus^  said,  he  had 
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oontemplated  making  that  change ;  and 
he  proposed  to  substitute  the  words, 
"  who  has  been  injured,"  and  also  pro- 
posed to  add,  at  the  end  of  the  clause — 

"  And  shall  proceed,  after  hearing  the  parties, 

give  decree  aa  in  an  ordinary  case  bafora  Oie 
sheriff  conrt." 

Perhaps  those  changes  would  meet  the 
'ewB  which  had  been  expressed. 

Me.  A8HEE  wished  to  call  attention 
to  that  part  of  the  clause  which  diiaoted 
the  Sheriff  to  proceed  according  to  the 
proTisions  of  Clause  7.  Now,  Clause  7 
simply  regulated  the  duty  of  the  fishery 
ofBcer.  "Was  the  Sheriff  to  convert  him- 
self into  a  fishery  officer,  and  proceed 
to  do  a  fishery  officer's  duties?  The 
words  were  unintelligible. 

The  aECSETABY  to  the  BOABD 
(Baron  Heney  Db  Wobms)  said,  that 
if  the  clause  were  adopted  he  would 
oonsider  it  on  Report,  with  the  view  of 
making  any  necessary  alteration. 

On  Motion  of  the  Secbetaky  to  the 
BoABD  (Baron  Henry  De  Worms), 
Clause  amended  by  striking  oat  the 
words  "  whose  property  has  been  in- 
jured," and  inserting  "who  has  beoi 
injured,"  and  by  adding  at  the  end  the 
words — 


d  shall  proceed,  after  hearing  the  partiea, 
decree,  as  in  an  ordinary  case  belora  the 


"Andsl  . 
to  give  decree,  a 
(heriS  court." 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to,  and 
ttdd*d  to  the  Bill. 

Preamble  agrud  to. 

Bill  rtporUd;  aa  amended,  to  be  oon- 
sidered  upouT'Atn-Kfdy,  and  to  be  printai. 
[BUt  2587] 

LABOURERS  (IRELAND)  (No.  !)  BILL. 

{Mr.  CampMl-Baanermm,  Mr.  Selieiltr 

Geniralfir  Irtltnd.) 

[bUX   6S.]      OOSSIDEBATtOS. 

Bill,  as  amended,  eontidtr*d. 

Clause  12  (Provisional  Order  may  be 
confirmed  by  the  Privy  Council). 

Mb.  sexton  said,  he  had  an  altera- 
tion to  propose  in  the  clause  in  order 
to  make  it  oorrespond  with  the  Sod 
clause  of  the  Bill,  as  amended  in  Com- 
mittee. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  5,  line 
22,  to  leave  out  the  word  "  lees,"  and 
insert  the  word  "  more." — {ifr.  S«r- 
ton.) 
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The  word  "four"  interted. 
Clause,  as  amended,  agrttd  to. 


Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
*  leas '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

Colonel  KING-HAEMAN  said,  he 
oould  not  asaenl  to  the  alteration  pro- 
posed hj  the  hon.  Member  for  Sligo. 
He  considered  that  the  word  "less" 
ought  to  stand  part  of  the  clause,  be- 
cause the  change  agreed  to  last  night  in 
Committee  related  to  a  different  matter 
altogether. 

The  •  ATTORNEY  GENEBAL  fok 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Hdlues)  said,  be  had 
considered  this  Amendment,  and  found 
it  to  be  exactly  the  same  in  character  as 
that  agreed  to  in  Committee. 

Amendment  agrttd  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agrttd  to. 

Olaose  17  (Miscellaneous  amendments 
of  Act  of  1683). 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  psee  10,  linm  10  and  11,  to  laave  oa 
tliB  words  "peaCB of  tha  connt7,"  kud  inser 
tbfl  word  "  UiiioE."— {Jfr.  J.  J.  Pmctr.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  wordL 
Moposed  to  Ds  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
OlauBe." 

Colonel  KINGHAEMAN  said,  he 
objected  to  the  principle  of  this  Amend- 
ment. The  Amendment,  besides,  would 
not  agree  with  the  wording  of  the 
clause.  There  were  many  TTnions  in 
the  TariouB  counties. 

Ub.  SEXTON  said,  it  was  quite 
clear  that  the  wording  was  right,  be- 
cause no  eoheme  could  extend  beyond 
the  Union. 

CoLoHBL  KING-HARMAH  said,  there 
was  a  Clerk  of  the  Peace  or  TTnion ;  but 
there  was  no  such  thing  as  a  Union  of 
a  county. 

Mb.  sexton  assured  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  Dublin  Couotj  that 
u  he  examined  the  clause  carefally  he 
would  see  that  the  term  was  correct. 

Amendment  agrttd  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  re-committed  in  re- 
spect of  two  New  Clansea." — {ifr.  At- 
toriujf  fftntrelfor  Irtland.) 

CoLOHSL  KING-HARMAN  proposed 
to  amend  the  Motion  by  leaving  out 
"two,"  and  inserting  "four." 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
the  word  "two,"  and  insert  the  word 
"four," — (Colontl  King-Harman,) — in- 
stead thereof. 

Question,  "  That  tho  word  'two'  stand 
part  of  the  Bill,"  put,  and  ntgaliutd. 


Bill  rt-eommitttd  in  respeot  of  four 
NewOlanses:  M»wid»rerf  in  Committee. 

New  Clause  (Closing  of  dwellings 
unfit  for  habitation,) — brnught  up,  and 
read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  addtd 
to  the  Bill. 

New  Clause  (Area  of  charge  for  rate 
levied  by  Sanitary  Authority,)— irexifW 
up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  sexton  said,  that  this  clause 
was  discussed  in  Committee,  and,  he 
thought,  generally  recognized  that  the 
Local  Authorities,  who  were  responsible 
to  the  ratepayers,  were  the  best  judges 
of  the  obarge. 

The  AMOENET  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  said,  it  w<juld 
be  within  the  recollection  of  the  House 
that  it  had  been  suggested  that  the 
rating  should  be  made  upon  the 
Union  instead  of  upon  the  electoral 
division.  After  some  discussion  upon 
the  point,  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  suggested 
that  the  matter  should  be  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Sanitary  Authority. 
He  (the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland) 
had  made  inquiries,  and  had  been  in- 
formed by  the  Local  Government  Board 
that  at  the  present  time  the  matter  was 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  within  the 
control  of  the  Sanitary  Authorities. 
That  being  so,  there  could  be  no  objec- 
tion to  this  clause. 

Question  put,  and  agrttd  to. 

Clause  addtd  to  the  BiU, 

The  CHAIRMAN :  Where  are  the 
other  clauses  ? 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN :  I  do  not 
move  them. 

Bill  rtporltd;  as  amended,  eoiuidtrtd. 
Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  pasud. 

land    purchase    (lRELUn>)    [sALABIEs]. 

Contidtrtd  in  Committee. 

(In  the  CommittM.) 

Riwlrtd,  That  it  i>  expedient  to  authorise  the 
payment,  out  of  monej*  to  be  pTOTid«d  by  Par- 
liament, of  ths  tjalarita  at  adtSUonal  Members 
of  the  Iriah  Land  Commiuion,  and  Lf  any 
UlEcers  whg  mny  be  up  pointed  under  the  pro- 
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Expiring  Lawt  {COMMONS}  Cmtimianre  Bill. 

s  of  any  Act  of  the  present  SesBion  for  I  who  have  tho  utme  qualificaKon  n 


providing  greatur  facilitio  for  the  bbIo  of  Land 
to  occupying  tenaoU  in  Ireland. 
Beiolution  to  bo  report«d  Ts-i 


HOUSE     OF     L0ED8, 
Wediieiday,  bth  Auguti,  IBSdu 


MINDTES.]— Public  BiLLS-JVr.r  Reading— 
Public  Works  Loans  *  (231) ;  lAboanra 
(Ireland]  (No.  3)  •  (235). 

Bttead  Studinff  —  Gmmilltt  tufalivid —  Third 
SfrndiHg—Revinag  BarrisUn*    (126),    and 

Ctmmitttt — SepoH — Telegraph  Acta  Araend- 
tnent*  (330]  ;  Expiring  Uiw»  Continuance 
(229). 

EXPIRING  LAWS  CONTINUANCE  BILL. 

(,Tki  Earl  of  IdinUigh.) 
(no.  229.)      COMMITTEE. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order). 

ClauseB  1  and  2  severally  agrui  to. 

LoBD  DENMAN,  after  preeenting  a 
Petition  from  ladies  in  Eensineton  in 
favour  of  extending  the  franohiee  to 
women,  mored  to  insert  in  the  Ballot 
Act  an  Amendment  declaring  that  all 
Tomen  not  legally  disqualified,  and  who 
had  the  eame  qitalifioation  as  the  present, 
electors,  should  have  the  right  to  vote 
at  Parliamentary  elections.  With  refer- 
ence to  the  statement  made  by  the  noble 
Earl  the  Chairman  of  Committees  (the 
Earl  of  Redeedale)  on  a  previous  occa- 
sion, when  a  similar  Amendment  had 
been  moved,  he  declared  that  it  was  a 
dangerous  thing  to  lay  down  the  prin- 
ciple that  no  alteration  could  be  made 
in  any  of  the  Aots  included  in  the  Ex- 
piring Laws  Continuance  Bill.  He  sub- 
mitted that  if  his  Amendment  were 
accepted  it  would  set  a  difficult  question 
at  rest  for  ever.  Both  sides  of  the 
House,  he  thought,  were  agreed  as  to 
the  jus^ce  of  his  demand,  and  he  hoped 
to  see  women  on  the  Parliamentary  Ile- 
gister  either  this  year  or  noxC. 

Amendment  movtd,  after  Clause  2  add 
the  following  clause: — 

"  Froiided  that  the  Act  35  t  36  Vict.  c.  33. 
IS  atoreaaid,  shall  be  herebr  extwided 

is  to  admit  all  womsn  not  leglly  dieqaaliSod 


the  present 
electors  for  counties  and  boroughs  to  vote  for 
the  election  of  Jlembers  of  Parliament  for 
couodes  and  borougha." — {Tht  Lwd  Denman.) 

Ameudment  negatived. 

Bemaining  Glauses  agrttd  to. 


The  CHAIEMAN  op  COMMITTEES 
(The  Earl  of  Bedesdale)  repeated  that 
it  was  against  every  rule  and  practice 
to  attempt  to  amend  an  Act  in  the  Ex- 
piring Laws  Continuance  Bill.  It  would 
be  extremely  injurious  to  legislation  if 
anyone  could  get  up  and  move  extrnva- 
gant  Amendments  to  existing  meaaores. 
It  would  be  adding  new  legislation  to 
continued  legislation ;  and  if  the  prin- 
ciple were  adopted  it  would  lead  to  a 
great  many  hurried  and  faulty  Acts 
being  passed. 

Lord  DENMAN  said,  he  looked  upon 
the  principle  laid  down  by  the  ooble 
Earl  as  most  tyrannical,  as  if  every  cod- 
tinued  Act  were  stereotyped,  so  a  hun- 
dred bad  measures  might  alt  be  grouped, 
as  was  attempted  in  the  Bankruptcy 
Bill  of  1B32.  The  new  legislation  of  a 
retiring  pension  of  £6,000  a-year  might 
be  carried,  as  was  attempted  by  Lord 
Brougham,  in  a  Bill  for  Bankruptcy, 
which  had  passed  the  House  of  Lords. 
As  it  was,  however,  the  country  had  come 
round  to  his  views  on  nearly  every 
question  upon  which  they  had  differed 
hitherto.  Hewasnow  an  old  man,  being 

years  of  age,  and  he  desired  to  see 
this  measure  of  justice  to  females  aimed 
at  by  the  Amendment  passed  before  he 

Hoose  adjourned  at  half  past  Two 

o'clock,  till  To-mormw, 

Foot  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Wedneidatf,  5fA  Augml,   1885, 


Ctiiiidired    an  Bmeiided^TMtd  Stadin) — Uan- 
chest«r  Ship  Causl,*  and  paaed. 
L'Buc  Bills — Seamd  Shading  —  ItegiatnitioD 
Appeals  (Ireland)  •  [2fi9]. 
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{AtacsT  5,  1885}  EdaU  BUI. 


Gnnmitttt—VoMtA   Enfranchitwnent  Eileniion  I 

{2\9\  dfbatt  adjourned. 
Cemidirtd  ai  amtndid — Third  Reading — Fedaral 

Council  of  Auatralaeift  '  [165]  ;  Secretaiy  for 

Sootland  *  \'H2\,  and  patttd. 
Third  Rtaditij—'Eiemeaiaij  Education  Provi- 

BJonal  Order  ConSrmation  (Londou)  *  [233]  ; 

Coniolidatod    Fond    (Appiopriation) ;    East 

India  (Army  PeiuionsDefluiencv)*  [325]. 
9'i(A A-dwn  —  Uoivemtiaa  (Scotland)*   [IIS]; 

Faotorr  Act<  (Biteuiim  to  Shop*}  '  [23]. 

PRIVATE  BUSINESS. 

RAUSDEN  EUTATE  BILL  [Lorii]  (V  Ordtr.) 
THIRD  BSASINQ. 

Order  for  Third  Beading  read. 

MotioD  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Sill  be  now  read  the  third 
time." — {Sir  Charhi  FortUr.) 

Mb.  ABTHUB  ABNOLD  »aid,  he 
lose  to  move  that  the  Bill  be  re-com- 
mitted in  respect  of  Claose  5,  whieh 
authoriEed  the  espenditure  of  a  sum  of 
£50,000  in  the  purohase  of  land  near 
Huddersfield,  to  be  settled  as  part  of 
the  Bamsden  Estates.  He  had  called 
the  attention  of  the  Honse  to  this  matter 
yesterday;  and,  therefore,  it  was  not 
necessary  that  he  should  trouble  it  with 
more  than  a  few  words  upon  the  subject 
now.  Hon.  Members  would  be  aware 
that  last  year  the  House  unanimously 
adopted  a  Standing  Order,  on  his  Ifo- 
tioD,  which  provided  that  the  Chairman 
of  Ways  and  Means  should,  in  the  case 
of  a  Private  Estate  Bill  being  brought 
before  Parliament,  which  involved  any 
eztensioD  of  the  area  of  settled  land, 
make  such  Bill  the  subject  of  a  special 
Beport.  In  regard  to  this  Bill,  the 
Ohainoan  of  Ways  and  Ueans  had 
thought  proper  to  make  such  a  Beport 
to  the  House;  and,  therefore,  having 
regard  to  that  Beport,  he  (Mr.  Arthur 
Arnold)  felt  it  his  duty  to  raise  an  ob- 
jection to  the  measure,  because  be  con- 
ceived that  although  the  terms  of  the 
Beport  were  somewhat  vague,  it  was 
clear,  from  the  fact  that  a  Beport  had 
been  submitted,  that  it  was  considered 
by  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means 
to  come  within  the  Standing  Order.  By 
Olause  S  of  the  Bill  power  was  given, 
under  the  authority  of  Parliament,  to 
extend  the  area  of  land  under  settle- 
ment. There  could  he  no  question 
about  that,  or  the  Chairman  of  Ways 
and  Means  would  not  have  felr  it  his 
duty  to  make  a  Beport.  Some  hon. 
Members  might  not  agree  with  the  opi- 
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nions  be  held  on  the  subject;  but,  to 
his  mind,  any  facilities  that  were 
afforded  for  the  settlement  of  land  were 
highly  objectionable,  and  an  evil  which 
ought  to  be  resisted  in  the  interests  of 
the  people  at  large.  He  therefore  pro- 
posed to  take  a  division  on  the  Motion 
now  made,  in  order  that  he  might  em- 

Ehasize,  by  all  the  means  in  his  power, 
is  ohjeotion  to  the  settlement  of  land  ; 
and  he  trusted  that  he  would  receive 
the  support  of  all  who  wwe  in  favour  of 
land  reform. 

Mb.  SFEAKEB  :  Does  the  hon. 
Member  move  to  re-commit  the  Bill  f 

Mb.  ABTHUB  ABNOLD:  Tea. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
the  words  "  now  read  the  third  time," 
in  order  to  add  the  words  "  re-committed 
in  respect  of  Clause  6," — {3£t.  Arthur 
Arnold,) — instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
'now  read  the  third  time'  stand  part 
of  the  Question." 

TheOHAIEMAN  07  COMMITTEES 
(Sir  Arthub  Otway)  said,  he  was  not 
surprised  that  his  hon.  Friend  should 
have  taken  the  steps  he  had  taken  in 
regard  to  this  Estate  Bill,  when  it  was 
remembered  that  it  was  at  the  instance 
of  his  hon.  Friend  that  the  Standing 
Order  was  passed  last  year,  and  that 
this  was  the  first  occasion  on  which 
that  Standing  Ordsr  had  been  put  iu 
force.  He  was  not  surprised,  therefore, 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  should  have 
taken  the  opportunity  of  calling  atten- 
tion to  this  provision  of  the  BiU.  But 
he  hoped  to  be  able  in  a  very  few  words 
to  dissipate  all  the  apprehensions  of 
his  hon.  Friend,  and  to  show  the  House 
that  there  was  no  reason  whatever  why 
they  should  adopt  the  Motion  of  his 
hon.  Friend,  and  re-commit  the  Bill.  It 
was  perfectly  true,  as  his  hon.  Friend 
said,  that  the  Bill  proposed  to  tie  np 
some  land  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Huddersfield,  which  at  present  was  not 
in  the  position  of  settled  land ;  but  bis 
hon.  Friend  had  omitted  to  state  that  in 
this  instance  the  principle  in  regard  to 
the  settlement  of  land,  to  which  his 
hon.  Friend  had  so  often  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  House,  was  not  in  any 
way  violated  by  the  provisions  of  the 
present  Bill.  The  trustees  of  the 
Bamsden  Estates  had  power  at  present 
to  entail  and  settle  certain  lands,  and 
to  purchase  and  settle  other  land  in  tha 
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neighbourhond  if  ttie  family  eetates, 
the  parieh  oi  Byram,  And  what  was 
simply  proposed  to  be  dons  by  this  Bill 
TBB  thie.  A  sum  of  £50,000  bad  been 
authorized  to  be  raised  under  an  Act  of 
1867,  and  with  that  money  were  em- 
powered to  purchase  land  in  connection 
with  the  Bjram  Estates.  The  Bill  now 
before  the  House  simply  provided  that 
this  sum  of  £60,000  might  be  expended 
in  the  purchase  of  land  in  connection 
with  the  Huddersfield,  instead  of  the 
Byram  Estates.  The  land  at  Hudders- 
field did  not  exceed  in  any  way  in  area 
the  land  which  would  have  been  pur- 
chased in  connection  with  the  Byram 
property.  On  the  contrary,  it  was 
somewhat  lees,  and  therefore  the  area 
of  land  tied  up  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill  would  not  in  reality  be  so  large 
as  the  trustees  of  the  Bamsden  Estates 
were  already  empowered  to  purchase  at 
Byram.  He  sympathized  very  much 
with  the  object  of  the  hon.  Member  in 
regard  to  the  settlement  of  land;  but 
there  was  one  argument  used  by  his 
hon.  Friend,  when  the  Bill  was  before 
the  House  yesterday,  which,  in  bis  (Sir 
ArthurOtway's)  opinion,  was  altogether 
bad.  His  hon.  Friend  alleged  that  as 
land  at  Huddersfield  was  of  greater 
value  than  land  at  Byram  for  building 
purposes  there  was  a  very  strong  ob- 
jection to  such  land  being  tied  up.  His 
answer  to  that  objection  was  that  his 
hon.  Frieod  was  labouring  under  a  de- 
lusion, and  that  the  Act  already  passed 
authorized  the  purohase  by  the  trustees 
of  the  Bamsden  Estates  of  a  certain 
amount  of  land  to  be  placed  in  settle- 
ment. The  Bill  was  a  Lords  Bill,  and 
had  come  down  to  him  as  a  Lorde  Bill, 
which  had  not  only  been  passed  by  a 
Committee  of  that  House  after  careful 
examination,  but  had  also  been 
mined  by  the  Judges.  When  it  came 
before  him,  be  required  evideDce  as  to 
the  examination  it  had  received,  and  he 
was  told  that  the  Bill  had  been  tho- 
roughly investigated  before  it  received 
the  approval  of  the  Lorde'  Committee. 
Therefore,  looking  at  the  fact  that  it 
involved  no  extension  of  area  whatever, 
that  it  simply  enabled  a  certain  sum  of 
money  to  be  expended  in  connection  with 
one  part  of  Sir  JohirKamsden's  estate, 
instead  of  another,  and  that  it  bad  re- 
ceived the  approval  of  a  Committee  of 
the  Houee  of  Lords,  and  also  of  the 
Judges  of  the  land,  he  asked  the  House 
Sir  Arthur  Ottcay 


I  not  to  accept  fbe  jiropossl  of  his  hon. 
"  riend,  but  to  read  the  Bill  a  third  time. 

Ma.  LABOUCHERK  said,  the  point 

IS  simply  this.  The  House  was  nsked 
to  agree  to  the  settlement  of  land  cod- 
trary  to  the  view  entertained  last  year, 
when  the  Standing  Order  was  passed  at 
the  instance  of  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Salford  (Mr.  Arthur  Arnold). 
It  was,  no  doubt,  the  fact  that  the  Honss 
some  years  ago  allowed  the  trustees  of 
Sir  John  Bamsden's  estates  to  buy  a 
certain  amount  of  land  in  Yorkshire, 
with  a  view  of  bringing  it  into  eettl&> 
ment ;  bnt  that  was  before  the  Hoose 
had  fully  considered  the  matter,  and 
before  the  Standing  Order  on  the  sub- 
ject was  passed.  The  House  was  now 
asked  to  give  to  the  tnuteee  of  the 
Ramsden  Estatee  the  power  of  buying 
land  and  settling  it  at  Huddenfield. 
That  was  a  matter  altogether  different, 
and  he  would  certainly  vote  against  th« 
proposal. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided: — Ayes  48;  Noea 
25  :  Majority  23.— ;Div.  List,  No.  272.) 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  pa—ti, 
without  Amendment. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DA  Y, 


CONSOLIDATED  FUND  (APPR0PRL4. 

TION)  BILL. 

(5ir  ArtXur  Otmus,  Mr.   ClianaUar  a/  H4  Ei- 

eh4juer,  Sir  Smry  StOatiJ.) 

THISD   READINO. 

Order  for  Third  Beading  read. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  thitd 

time." 

EOTPT  (FiXAKCE,  4C.) — POLICT  OF   HxS 

M-uestt's  Qovzrsmkxt. 
Mr.  LABOTJCHERE,  in  moving— 
"  That  this  Bitl  thoald  not  ba  prooMded  witli 
until  tbe  GoverDment  bu  expUined  tn  the 
HouM  the  policy  of  thu  Govemmnjt  witli 
rvgiird  to  Egypt,  and  tha  condition  oDdtr 
which  the  recent  giunml«ed  lofm  wu  inaed." 
said,  that  although  he  had  not  been  a 
very  staunch  supporter  of  the  late  Qo- 
vernment  with  regard  to  their  Egyptian 
policy  he  bad  a  general  confidence  in 
their  adminietralion  of  afi'aira,  and 
thought  it  would  compare  favourably 
with  that  of  the  present  Government. 
The  views  of  the  late  fiovemmeot  in 
respect  to  Egypt  were  set  fbith  ia  2)tf 

I  .Coot^lc 
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forlnigh'lj  Hevieic,  he  thought  in  the 
year  1878,  b;  the  right  hon.  Oeutleman 
the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  Olad- 
etone),  and  thej  practically  amonnted  to 
this— that  we  ehould  have  nothing  to  do 
with  Egypt.  The  House  had  since  then 
been  perpetually  told  that  the  Egyptian 
policy  of  the  late  Government  was  one 
of  evacuation,  that  they  were  to  leave 
Egypt  as  soon  as  possible,  but  there  had 
always  arisen  something  to  prevent  their 
leaving.  At  one  time  it  was  the  risiiig 
under  Arabi,  at  another  it  was  some 
particular  business  in  the  Soudan,  and 
BO  on ;  but  the  practical  outcome  of  it 
all  was  that  at  the  end  of  four  years 
they  were  still  in  Egypt  and  had  a 
larger  army  there  than  when  the  late 
Government  took  Office.  There  were 
two  pleas  put  forward  for  that.  The 
first  was  that  the  previous  Qoverament 
had  entered  into  pledges  to  support  the 
Khedive  on  the  Throne ;  but  he  did  not 
think  they  were  bound  to  supportTewfik 
against  thewiil  of  his  own  subjects.  The 
second  plea  was  that,  being  in  Egypt, 
they  ought  to  establish  a  sound  Ad- 
ministration there  and  do  something  for 
the  Egyptians.  Now,  it  would,  he 
believed,  be  admitted  that  the  Adminis- 
tration of  Egypt  was  not  a  whit  better 
than  when  they  went  there ;  it  was  as 
rotten  and  corrupt  as  ever  it  was.  All 
that  they  could  say  was  that  they  had 
in  some  way  improved  the  priBons — 
that  they  had,  in  fact,  whitewashed  the 
prisons ;  but  that  was  hardly  a  enffloient 
reason  for  interfering  with  the  rights  of 
the  Egyptians  to  rule  themselves  and  to 
establish  the  form  of  Government  which 
they  preferred.  They  talked  of  having 
■et  up  a  Eepreeentative  Assembly  in 
Egypt ;  but  be  was  unable  to  discover 
whether  there  really  was  any  such  body 
at  all.  Certainly  the  Chamber  of  Notables 
seemed  not  to  do  anything,  nor  was  its 
advice  ever  asked  for.  There  now  existed 
in  Egypt  a  special  Oriental  despotism 
tempered  by  a  number  of  European 
officials,  who  did  good  if  they  could  to 
Egypt,  but  who  certainly  did  good  to 
themselves  by  taking  large  salaries. 
Just  before  they  resigned  Office,  the  late 
Government  entered  into  a  Convention 
with  the  European  Powers  for  guaran- 
teeing a  losn  of  £9,000,000  to  enable 
Egypt  to  pay  the  bondholders  and 
loan- mongers.  He  did  not  gee  why 
we  should  give  a  guarantee  in  order 
that    the     loan-mongers    should    not 


suffer.  The  present  Government,  how- 
ever, when  they  took  Office,  found  that 
the  Convention  had  been  concluded,  and 
no  doubt  the  situation  was  a  difficult 
one  for  them.  They  had  determined  to 
send  out  to  Egypt  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Portsmouth  (Sir  H.  Drummond 
Wolff).  A  Notice  of  Motion  objecting 
to  that  proceeding  had  been  given  by  an 
hon.  Member.  Uthat  Motion  had  been 
made,  hefaimself  should  not  have  voted  for 
it.  The  Government  bad  a  perfect  right 
to  send  out  someone  to  see  what  was 
going  on  in  Egypt  and  to  give  them  ad- 
vice ;  and  he  did  not  think  they  could 
have  chosen  a  better  man  than  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Portsmouth,  who  had 
been  brought  up  in  the  Diplomatic  Ser- 
vice, and  had  distinguished  himself  in 
various  ways  in  it.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  acted  in  Bulgaria  with 
great  independence  of  judgment  and  not 
as  a  Party  man,  and  was  as  good  a  man 
as  could  be  sent  out.  But  before  Par- 
liament broke  up,  the  House  ought  to 
know  what  the  intentions  of  the  Govern^ 
ment  were  with  regard  to  his  Mission, 
and  what  were  his  instructions.  Was 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Portsmouth 
going  to  give  advice  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  and  to  tell  them  what  their 
policy  in  respect  to  Egypt  ought  to  be ; 
or  was  he  going  to  carry  out  any  policy 
for  them  ?  For  himself,  he  desired  that 
the  situation  should  not  be  oompromised 
in  any  way,  and  that  no  fresh  pledges 
should  be  entered  into  until  the  new 
Parliament  met.  He  did  not  anticipate 
that  they  wotdd  withdraw  from  Egypt 
before  the  next  Parliament  assembled  ; 
but  the  House  ought  to  have  some 
assurance  that  the  intention  was  to  with- 
draw, to  put  Egypt  under  some  sort  of 
European  guarantee,  and  to  neutralize 
the  country.  That  appeared  to  have 
been  the  intention  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment, although  their  intentions  might 
have  been  carried  out  in  rather  an  extra- 
ordinary way.  Another  point  to  which 
he  wished  to  refer  was  the  issue  of  the 
loan.  A  few  days  ago  he  had  asked  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the 
House  whether,  on  assuming  Office,  he 
had  learnt  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  late  Government  to  bring  the  loan 
out  by  tender.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man replied  that  that  was  the  intention 
of  the  lats  Government,  but  that  the 
present  Government  had  altered  that 
and  had  brought  it  out  at  a  specific  price. 

.oogic 
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besides  incidental  espenses,  of  ]  per 
c6Dt,  or  £22,000  on  the  whole  loan.  Tha 
house  of  Rothschilds  gave  ^  per  cent 
brokerag'e  to  anj  broker  who  obtained 
applications frombisclients;  acdheoould 
not  understand  on  what  grounds  t,  broker, 
simpij  for  sending  in  applications  &om 
his  client,  was  to  receive  ^  per  oeot, 
unlasa  it  was  felt  that  no  loan  eould  be 
brought  out  in  this  country  when  a  Con- 
servative Ooverament  wasin  power  with* 
out  giving  the  Stock  Exchange  aome 
little  aop  in  order  to  keep  them  sweet  for 
the  eleotiouB.  No  wander,  under  all  the 
circumstanoes,  this  loan,  as  announced 
bj  the  ConserratiTe  organs,  was  a  great 
success.  The  origin  and  source  of  our 
trouble  in  Egypt  was  loan-mongering, 
which  had  now  reached  a  state  of  things 
which,  in  his  opinion,  oonstitated  a 
public  scandal.  He  contended  that  the 
Qovemment  was  bound  in  honour  to  do 
for  Egypt  precisely  as  they  would  have 
done  for  any  other  Dependency.  What 
would  be  said  in  India  if  a  loan  ■wet9 
brought  out  in  this  country  for  India 
3  or  4  per  cent  below  the  price  of  Con- 
sols, and  the  market  price  immediately 
went  up  to  Consols,  all  the  premiuma 
being  distributed  among  a  large  number 
of  City  people  ?  Any  Oovemment  would 
be  denounced  if  tbey  did  such  a  thing; 
but,  simply  because  the  cost  was  thrown 
on  the  wretched  fellahs  of  Egypt,  it  wu 
considered  reasonable  that  City  gentle- 
men should  get  as  much  out  of  them  as 
they  could.  The  hon.  Qentleman  oon- 
clnded  by  moving  the  Bosolution  of 
which  he  had  given  Notice. 
Amendment  proposed, 
To  leave  out  from  the  word  "That"  to  th* 
end  of  ths  QnMtioo,  in  order  to  add  the  word* 
"  this  Bill  ihoDld  not  be  proceeded  with  notil 
tlie  QoverDQient  bas  explained  to  tho  Hodw  the 
policy  oltbe  Government  with  regard  to  EgTpt, 
and  tho  conditions  under  vhich  the  recent 
G:uannteGd  loan  was    iaaaed,"— (Jfr.   Laho»- 
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He  supposed  the  roason  of  that  altera- 
tion was  that  Prince  Bismarck  objected 
to  ths  loan  being  broughtout  by  tender, 
and  he  did  not  deny  that  there  were, 
perhaps,  reasons  why  the  Government 
should  yield  on  that  point.  It  was 
stated  in  the  Correspondence  that  Lord 
Bothsehild  informed  the  Oovemment 
that  applications  by  tender  forloanswere 
notknownontheContinent.  He  thought 
he  had  a  right  to  ask  why  the  price  at 
which  the  loan  was  issued  was  so  low  ? 
'  He  did  not  blame  Lord  Bothscbild  in 
the  least ;  he  was  perfectly  right  to  make 
as  good  a  bargain  as  he  could ;  but  it 
was  somewhat  curious  that  it  appeared 
from  the  Oorrespondenos  that  Lord 
Bothsohild  and  Mr.  Doniell,  who,  they 
were  told,  were  consulted  as  to  the 
price,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  95^ 
was  the  price  at  which  the  loan  should 
be  issued.  Why  was  that  not  done? 
Why  was  it  afterwards  brought  out  at 
94}  ?  When  the  loan  was  brought  out, 
it  immediately  went  to  3  premiiuu,  and 
on  a  loan  of  £9,000,000  that  meant  no 
less  a  sum  than  £370,000.  It  was  dear 
that  if  a  loan  brought  out  at  94j,  with 
the  guarantee  of  the  English  Qovem- 
men^  at  onoa  went  to  3  premium,  in  the 
opinion  of  investors  and  bankers  it  was 
brought  out  too  low.  The  House,  there- 
fore, nad  aright  to  complain'  that  this 
money  was  taken  from  the  Egyptians 
and  given  to  othar  persons.  A  portion 
of  it  went  to  Germany  and  France,  and 
a  portion — a  much  larger  portion — of  it 
was  distributed  in  the  City  of  London. 
The  profit  on  the  issue  of  the  loan  was 
large  and  immediate,  and  the  House 
ought  to  know  into  whose  pocket  it 
went.  They  all  knew  theCity  of  Londoa 
was  a  thorough  CoDservative  nest,  and 
it  appeared  to  him  that  one  of  the  ob- 
jects of  bringing  out  the  loan  so  low  was 
not  only  that  Evince  Bismarck  and  bis 
banker,  Mr.  Bleiobroeder,  might  hare 
their  share  of  the  plunder,  but  also  that 
the  Conservative  nest  in  the  City  of 
London  might  have  their  share.  The 
right  hon.  Uentleman  ths  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  said  that  Lord 
Bothschild  only  received  £500  per 
£1,000,000  as  commission  for  negotiat- 
ingtheloan.  |^The  Chaitcellor  of  the 
Exchequer  :  Aad  reasonable  incidental 
expenses,]  He  had  at  once  asked  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  broker- 
•Bge  was  included  in  that  sum,  and  it 
turned  ont  that  there  was  a  brokerage, 
Mr.  Zahouchfrt 


■',) 

— instead  thereof. 
Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 

S^tposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
uestiou." 

Sib  GEOBGE  CAUPBELL  aaid,  ha 
agreed  with  the  observations  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton  with  regard 
to  the  Egyptian  Loan,  and  hoped  that 
some  explanation  would  be  fortncaaiing 
from  the  Chanoellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
When  people  in  England  first  heard  of 
the  Mission  of  Sir  Hanry  Wolff  to  Egjrp* 
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they  Baid — "Oood  heavens!  how  can 
the'  Government  vaat  more  informa- 
tion ?  "  Bnt  he  must  say  that,  under  the 
present  circamstances,  he  was  inolined 
to  agreed  with  his  hon.  Friend  that  they 
oould  not  denounce  the  QoTemment  for 
Modin^  out  a  man  like  Sir  Henry  Wolff 
to  get  more  information,  for  hon.  Mem- 
bers had  for  some  time  been  astounded 
at  replies  given  to  their  Questions  about 
Egyptian  afTairs.  The  Foreign  Office, 
indeed,  eeemed  at  the  present  time  to  hi 
a  blank  in  reirard  to  what  was  going  on 
in  Egypt.  He  had  asked  the  Undei 
Secretary  as  to  the  autonomous  institu- 
tions of  Egypt,  and  as  to  whether,  in 
regard  to  the  loan,  the  requirements  of 
the  Egyptian  law  had  been  complied 
vith,  whether  the  Legislative  Council 
had  been  called  together  ae  required, 
and  as  to  whether  the  elected  Members 
had  really  been  elected  according  to 
law ;  and  the  answer  of  the  Under  Secre- 
tary for  Foreign  Afiairs  was  that  he 
knew  nothing  about  these  matters.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Waterford  (Mr.  Vil- 
liers  Stuart)  inquired  whether  the  abuses 
vith  which  the  late  Oovemment  pro- 
mised to  deal  were  still  in  esistenoe ; 
and  the  reply  was  that  the  Foreign  Office 
had  no  information  whatever  on  the 
subject.  This  was  astoanding.  What 
were  we  paying  our  agents  in  Egypt 
f5.000  or  £6,(KI0  a-year  for  if  they 
gave  the  Foreign  Office  no  information 
on  BQch  important  points  as  these?  He 
hoped  that  the  Government  would  insist 
on  obtaining  substantial  information 
■with  regard  to  what  was  going  on  in 
Egypt.  It  was  certainly  very  desirable 
that  before  the  House  separated  Her 
Majesty's  Government  should  give  some 
inkltag  of  what  their  policy  in  Egypt 
was  to  be.  He  admitted  that  a  fully 
developed  policy  in  all  its  details  could 
nnt  at  the  present  moment  be  expected. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
explained  that  Sir  Henry  Wolff  was  not 
going  direct  to  Egypt,  but  would  pro- 
ceed first  to  Constantinople ;  and  he 
added  that  Sir  Henry  WoUTs  object  in 
going  to  Constantinople  had  something 
to  do  with  the  defence  of  Egypt.  It 
eeemed  as  if  Her  Majesty's  Government 
had  Bome  idea  of  calling  in  the  aid  of 
the  Sultan  for  the  defence  of  Egypt. 
That  seemed  to  be  an  intelligible  polioy  ; 
whetheritwas  a  practicable  one  might  be 
open  to  doubt.  If  that  was  the  policy  of 
the  Government,  he  hoped  they  would 
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take  care  that  it  was  carried  out  in  a  way 
which  would  not  work  evil.  The  eitua- 
tion  was  really  so  bad  that  it  could  not 
be  worse ;  it  was  a  situation  injurious 
to  the  country ;  and  he,  for  one,  would 
welcome  almost  any  plan  that  would 
extricate  us  from  our  difficulties.  Long  ' 
ago,  when  we  first  went  to  Egypt,  he 
had  said  that  the  effect  of  our  going 
there  would  be  that  we  should  be  the 
best-hated  people  in  Europe  by  the 
Egyptians.  And  that  had  oome  to  pass. 
We  had  piled  up  loan  on  loan,  and  had 
made  no  substantial  reforms  for  the 
benefit  of  the  country.  He  should  be 
prepared  to  entertain  even  the  plan  of 
bringing  in  the  Turks,  though  the  moral 
sense  of  Europe  would  revolt  against 
that  being  done  without  adequate  safe- 
guards for  the  autonomous  institutions 
of  Egypt.  He  did  not  object  to  the 
Turks  as  a  people ;  he  thought  the 
Turks  were  an  excellent  people,  and 
none  the  worse  for  being  Mahomedans ; 
bnt  the  Turkish  Gkivemment  was  exe- 
crable. If  antonomous  institutions  were 
given  to  the  Turkish  Provinces,  it  might 
be  possible  to  give  similar  inetitntions  to 
Egypt,  and  make  that  country  an  effec- 
tive part  of  the  Turkish  Empire,  employ- 
ing Turkish  troops  for  the  defence  of 
Egypt.  But  before  anything  was  done 
in  the  direction  of  calling  in  the  Turk 
the  autonomoas  institutiona  of  Egypt 
muet  be  made  a  reality,  to  that  Turkey 
might  not  be  able  to  treat  Egypt  as  it 
had  treated  Turkish  Provinces  hitherto. 
He  hoped  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment would  not  adopt  the  noneenstoal 
view  of  the  Sultan's  power  as  Caliph 
and  head  of  the  Mahomedan  religion 
throughout  the  world.  It  might  as  well 
be  said  that  the  Emperor  of  Russia  was 
the  head  of  the  Christian  religion.  The 
present  Sultan  was  inclined  to  exagge- 
rate his  semi-religious  personal  power, 
and  this  was  the  worst  feature  of  the 
present  Turkish  Government.  If  Her 
Majesty's  Government  resolved  to  make 
use  of  the  Sultan  in  Egypt,  he  should  be 
treated,  not  as  Caliph,  but  as  head  of  a 
great  political  State  and  of  a  fine  people. 
The  condition  of  things  in  Egypt  was  so 
bad  that  almost  any  change  must  be  for 
the  better.  He  would  not  condemn  by 
anticipation  anything  Her  Majesty's 
Government  might  do  ;  he  believed  they 
were  deeiroue  to  do  their  best ;  they 
had  eucceeded  to  a  most  arduous  task, 
and  he,  for  one,  wished  tham  welL 
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SiK  WILFRID  LAWSON  eaid,  that 
this  was  probably  the  last  ojipottuuity 
they  would  have  of  diecuastnfi;  these 
Egyptiaa  matters ;  and  as  this  year 
would  be  known  as  the  £100,000,000 
Budget  year,  it  was  due  to  the  House 
and  the  oountry  that  it  should  be  fully 
conndered  whether  the  Expenditure  had 
been  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  this 
oountry  or  of  any  other  country.  The 
Kreat  bulk  of  the  additional  Expenditure 
had  been  incurred  for  slaughter  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  world,  or  in  prepara- 
tions for  slanghter.  Some  of  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  present  Parliament  would 
feel  that  they  could  not  look  back  upon 
it«  proceedings  with  any  great  satisfac- 
tion. Wben  the  Liberal  Farty  came 
into  power  it  was  understood  that  one  of 
its  great  doctrines  was  that  henceforth 
we  were  to  respect  the  rights  of  nations, 
and  that  the  weak  nations  were  to  be  put 
on  the  tame  footing  as  the  strong.  Yet 
never  had  so  many  annexations  been 
made  as  during  the  last  five  years,  nor 
had  there  ever  been  a  series  of  more  un- 
just, wicked,  cruel,  contemptible  wars. 
Whatever  might  have  been  the  domestio 
policy  of  the  late  Government,  their 
foreign  policy  seemed  to  have  been  no- 
thing less  than  odious  and  revolting. 

Mk.  SPEAKEK  said,  he  must  recall 
attention  to  the  fact  that  there  was  a 
spectfio  Amendment  before  the  House, 
which  dealt  exclusively  with  the  policy 
of  the  Government  in  Egypt  and  the 
conditions  of  the  loan.  The  remarks  of 
the  hon.  Member  were  more  appropriate 
to  the  general  question  of  the  turd  read- 
ing of  the  Bill. 

8iB  WILFRID  LAWSON  said,  he 
was  obliged  to  the  Speaker  for  calling 
him  back  to  the  right  path  ;  but  he  ob- 
jected to  the  whole  policy  that  had  given 

rise  to  the  loan.     ■'^'^'-' '*•-  -■■"-* 

of  that  policy  ? 

uphold  the  Government  of  one  of  the 

most  contemptible  despots  who  bad  ever  |  QUEB :  Of  course,  it  is  not  at  all  my 
appeared  even  in  the  East.  We  bad  intention  to  go  back  upon  the  question 
brought  all  this  evil  upon  ourselves  hy  which  was  partly  raised  by  the  hon-  Ba- 
preventing  people  abroad  from  making  I  ronet  the  Member  for  Carlisle  (Sir  Wil- 
efforts  to  be  as  free  as  we  were.  If  the  I  frid  Lawson),  although  I  think  I  may 
people  of  this  country  desired  such  a  ,  express,  on  behalf  of  the  Qoverament, 
policy,  he  did  not  at  aW  object  to  their  i  my  thanks  to  the  hon.  Baronet  for  the 
paying  £100,000,000  or  £200,000,000  |  anticipation  he  has  formed  that  our 
a-year  for  it.  He  trusted  the  present  ,  action  in  Egypt  will  not  be  worse  than 
Government  would  not  follow  in  the  ;  that  of  the  Government  he  has  sup* 
steps  of  their  Predecessors.  He  would  I  ported.  [Sir  Wilfbid  Liwsoy :  It  can- 
not say  that  he  hoped  they  would  not  j  not  ba  worse.]  It  would  not  be  at  all 
do  worse,  because  that  would  be  impos-    desirable  that  we  should  on  this 
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Bible:  but  he  hoped  they  would  not  be 
equallybad.  In  hisopiniuntheGovem- 
ment  ought,  before  the  House  brake  up, 
to  state  what  was  the  object  of  the  Mis- 
sion of  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff-  It 
was  said  that  he  was  going  to  confeT 
with  the  Sultan.  Weil,  no  good  could 
come  of  that,  or  of  any  intrigue  to  prop 
up  his  power.  Then  Sir  H.  Drununond 
Wolff  was  going  to  the  Khedive.  That 
was  to  go  from  bad  to  worse;  and  he 
could  not  have  two  worse  connaeUora. 
If  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  went  out 
with  a  definite  purpose  to  do  good  to  the 
people  of  Egypt  his  Mission  would  not 
be  objected  to.  Arabi  was  the  man  who 
had  the  support  of  public  opinion  in 
Egypt,  and  by  his  restoration  we  should 
do  more  good  to  Egypt  than  had  been 
done  by  ail  the  battles,  and  loans,  and 
manoeuvres  of  the  last  few  years. 

Sir  JOHN  HAT  said,  be  would  like 
to  know  whether  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  Government  that  some  portion  of 
the  £4,000,000  of  the  loan  that  wna  to 
be  of  immediate  application  would  be 
given  to  those  who  had  suffered  from 
the  cruel  burning  of  AJexandria?  It 
must  be  remembered  that  the  destruc- 
tion of  life  and  property  in  Alexan- 
dria was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  late 
Government  neglected  to  land  troops 
immediately  after  the  bombardment. 
No  time  should  be  lost  in  re-imburaing 
those  unfortunate  persons  who  had  been 
ruined  by  the  action  of  the  Qovem- 
ment. 

Ma.  LABOUGHEBE  said,  he  wished 
to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchoqner 
whether  Messrs.  Rothschild  might  not 
be  able  to  obtain  the  £1,200,000  they 
had  advanced  out  of  the  loan  at  the  price 
of  issue  instead  of  in  cash  ?  because,  if 
.  that  was  the  case,  they  would  be  able  to 
What  was  the  object  |  make  a  clear  profit  of  £45,000,  besides 
Lpposed  it  was  to  '■  any  previous  commission. 
TiiECHANCELLORoFTnEEXCHE- 
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enter  into  any  diMitisriou  of  the  paet  iu 
£g7pt.  What  I  think  the  Houee  has  a 
fair  right  to  aak  for  is  some  general  state- 
ment such  as  I  am  about  to  make  of  our 
views  vith  regard  to  the  future,  and 
especially  with  regard  to  the  Mission  of 
Sir  H.  iWmmona  Wolff,  and  some  ex- 
planation of  the  oircumstances  of  the 
ueue  of  the  Egyptian  Loan.  With  regard 
to  the  Hiseion  of  Sir  H.  Drummond 
Wolff,  I  was  glad  to  hear  the  expressions 
of  satisfaction,  so  far  as  the  personal 
nature  of  that  appointment  is  concerned, 
vhioh  hare  fallen  from  several  hoD. 
Members.  I  may  venture  to  say,  on 
behalf  of  the  Oovemment,  I  think  there 
is  no  one  in  the  country  to  vbom  we 
could  look  with  greater  hope  for  good 
service  in  this  matter,  having  regard  to 
the  diplomatic  abilities  which  he  has  dis- 
played, to  tbeexperiencehepossesses,  and 
to  thegreat  successwhioh  hehas  achieved 
in  a  similar  undertaking  in  £astem 
Boumelia.  The  House  will  recollect 
the  duty  which  he  undertook  in  that 
Province ;  and  anyone  who  has  fol- 
lowed its  history  will  he  able  to  reahze 
how  well  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  per- 
formed a  very  difficult  and  delicate  task, 
and  what  great  benefits  he  conferred 
upon  the  inhabitants  of  that  country. 
We  may  look  with  great  hope,  indeed,  to 
the  service*  which  my  right  hon.  Friend 
may  be  able  to  render  in  negotiations 
with  other  Powers  which  are  not  less 
concerned  than  we  are  in  the  welfare  of 
Egypt.  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  will 
be  aocredited  as  a  Special  Envoy  to  the 
Sultan.  I  hope  the  House  will  recog- 
nize what  I  and  other  Members  of  Her 
Majesty's  Oovemment  have  irequently 
stated  in  the  past — that  we  fully  admit, 
in  the  first  place,  that  we  have  certain 
obligations  with  reference  to  Egypt, 
which  have  been  increasing  almost 
weekly  with  every  step  which  has  been 
taken  by  this  country  during  the  past 
6ve  years  in  that  port  of  the  world,  and 
which  entail  upon  us  duties  that  cannot 
be  neglected  in  the  way  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Northampton  (Mr.  Labouchere) 
would  wish  them  to  be.  Well,  in  the 
second  place,  we  also  recognize  the  fact 
that  we  do  not  stand  alone  in  Egypt, 
but  that  other  Powers  besides  ourselves 
have  rights  and  interests  there,  and  that 
it  is  not  only  our  duty,  hut  an  absolute 
necessity,  for  us  to  endeavour  to  act  in 
concert  with  them.  Now,  there  ia  one 
Power  which  has  especial  rights  there 
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— that  is,  the  Porte,  which  is  recognized 
by  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  in  which  all  the 
European  Powers  concurred,  as  having 
sovereign  rights  over  E^pt.  There- 
fore it  is  that  we  think  it  esaential 
to  do  what  we  can  to  secure  that 
which  I  am  afraid  has  been  rather 
neglected  in  the  past,  the  goodwill  of 
the  Porte  in  dealing  with  these  affairs. 
Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  will,  therefore, 
in  the  first  place,  go  to  Constantinople, 
and,  being  accredited  as  our  Specif 
Envoy  in  matters  of  this  importance  and 
delicacy,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  state 
to  the  House  the  precise  instructions 
with  which  he  will  be  provided.  But  I 
may  venture  to  say  that  the  object  of 
Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff's  Mission  and 
of  our  policy  in  Egypt  is  this — to  put 
the*  Egyptian  Government  upon  a  foot- 
ing, with  respect  to  the  external  defence 
of  the  country,  to  its  finance,  and  to  its 
internal  administration,  anch  as  will 
gradually  give  aecnrity  and  freedom  to 
its  independent  action  in  the  future, 
'fhat  is  a  pohcv  which  I  hope  may 
recommend  itself  to  this  House.  I  will 
say  nothing  about  the  evacuation  of 
Egypt.  I  think  nothing  could  he  mora 
fatal  to  the  success  ot  our  endeavours 
than  to  makeany  promises  or  references 
of  that  bind.  We  have  a  great  taak  to 
perform,  and  we  must  endeavour,  aotiug 
m  the  spirit  I  have  described,  to  do  that 
duty  to  the  best  of  our  power.  Let  me 
say  one  word  as  to  the  defence  of  Egypt. 
The  House  will,  I  think,  be  of  opinion 
that  nothing  more  unsatisfactory  than 
the  present  conditions  under  which  we 
have  undertaken  the  defence  of  part  of 
the  Sultan's  Dominions  in  that  part  of 
the  world — namely,  the  port  of  Suakin, 
can  well  be  conceived.  Ia  it  possible 
for  us  to  enter  into  any  arrangement 
with  the  Turkish  Power  by  which,  re- 
taining to  ourselves  all  necessary  con- 
trol, we  may  make  such  arrangements 
for  the  future  as  may  be  eveutu^y  more 
satisfactory  to  the  country,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  more  in  accordance  with  the 
rights  of  the  Sovereign  of  that  part  of 
the  world  than  those  which  exist  at  pre* 
sent?  I  throw  that  out  as  one  of  the 
points  with  whioh  Sir  Drummond  Wolff 
wilt  have  to  deal.  Then  with  regard  to 
matters  of  internal  administration,  in 
which,  as  we  know,  the  hon.  Member 
for  Waterford  has  taken  a  great  and 
philanthropic  interest.  We  are  as 
anxious   as  onr  Predecessors  wers  to 
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refonn  the  intemftt  adminiBtrtttioii  of 
^gyp^  AO'l  to  make  suoh  changes  as 
may  be  coaduoive  to  the  real  interests 
of  the  country.  But  we  feel  that  this 
must  be  a  work  of  time,  and  oan  onlj  bi 
done  gradually,  though  I  think  it  might 
be  done  rather  more  ijuickljr  than  the 
progrees  already  made  would  seem  to 
indicate.  The  only  way  in  which  any 
progress  can  be  made  in  this  important 
work  is  to  make  it  thoroughly  well 
knowu  to  the  world  that  we  intend  to 
remain  in  Egypt  in  order  to  perform  it, 
and  not  to  talk  aliout  im.mediate  or  early 
evacuation.  Now,  Sir,  I  think  it  will  be 
admitted  by  all  who  hare  studied  thia 
question  that  the  financial  condition 
of  Egypt  is  the  key  to  the  whole  situa- 
tion. How  shall  we  deal  with  that 
matter?  When  we  oome  into  Office  we 
found  this  country  bound  by  the  Con- 
vention which  was  practioally  ratified  by 
the  House  in  the  Spring,  That  Conven- 
tion provided  for  a  loan  of  £9,000,000, 
to  be  raised  on  the  security  of  an  In- 
ternational Ouarantee,  for  the  present 
settlement,  at  any  rate,  of  the  finances 
of  Egypt.  That  Convention  was  an  in- 
heritance irom  our  Predecessors.  We 
expressed  our  opinion  aa  to  the  policy  of 
it  freely  at  the  time.  I  do  not  wish  to 
go  hack  to  past  debates ;  but  I  see  no 
reason  to  recede  from  the  poution  we 
then  took  up.  But  when  we  assumed 
Office  it  had  bean  accepted  by  Farlla^ 
ment,  and  this  oountiy  was  bound  by 
it,  and  our  duty  was  to  do  our  best  to 
carry  it  out.  What  was  the  poution  in 
which  we  found  this  matter  ?  We  found 
that,  although  the  Act  authorizing  the 
English  guarantee  was  passed  in  the 
early  spring,  weeks  and  even  months 
had  passed,  and  no  practical  step  had 
been  taken  towards  issuing  the  loan. 
That  was  a  serious  state  of  affairs.  The 
Government  of  Egypt  was  stated  by  the 
late  Prime  Minister,  when  pressing  this 
Convention  upon  the  oonsideration  of  the 
House,  to  beiu  the  most  imminent  danger 
of  bankruptcy.  Before  Easter  we  were 
even  refnied  a  few  days'  delay  for  the 
proper  consideration  of  the  subject  on 
account  of  the  imminence  of  that  danger. 
The  Egyptian  QoTernment  was  only 
saved  from  bankruptcy  by  monthly  ad- 
Tances  of  a  few  hundred  thousandsmade 
by  Messrs.  Bothschild  on  no  legal  se- 
curity whatever,  but  simply  on  the  faith 
of  a  private  notis  from  the  late  Foreign 
Secretary.  That  was  not  all.  The  pto- 
TA*  Ckane*lhr  ttf  tht  Exch*qii*r 
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visions  of  the  Convention  for  taxing 
the  Coupons  and  suspending  the  Sink- 
ing  Fund  could  not  ne  carried  out  so 
long  as  the  loan  was  not  issued.  The 
indemnities  to  which  my  right  hon. 
Friend  referred  could  not  be  paid.  There 
was  great  distress  suffered  by  those  to 
whom  these  indemnities  were  owing, 
andoonstant  pressure  was  being  brought 
to  bear  on  the  Egyptian  Qovemment  in 
order  that  these  indemnities  should  be 
paid.  I  do  not  think  anyone  can 
doubt  that  the  greatest  dangers  and 
difficultiea  must  have  occurred  if  the 
issue  of  this  loan  had  been  longer 
delayed.  Why  was  it  delayed  so  long  ? 
I  am  sony  that  hon.  Members  are 
hardly  yet  in  possession  of  the  Corre- 
spondence issued  by  the  Foreign  GfBce 
on  this  subject.  But  they  will  find  in 
No.  81  a  despatch  from  Lord  Granville 
to  Sit  Edward  Malet,  dated  the  Hth 
May,  which  shows  the  last  offer  made 
by  Her  Majesty's  late  Government  to  the 
German  Government  with  reference  to 
the  issue  of  the  loan.  The  question  had 
arisen  as  to  the  mode  in  which  the  loan 
should  be  issued — whether  it  should  be 
issued,  as  was  probably  originally  in- 
tended, only  in  London,  or  whether  it 
should  not  also  be  issued  in  Berlin  and 
Paris ;  and  this  is  the  last  proposal 
made  to  the  German  Qovemment  on  the 
subject^ 

"I  h&ya  to  inform  you  that  Her UajAtty'i 
OoTanuDent  are  aoiiooi  to  meat  the  wiafaes  of 
Princs  Biaznarcb,  u  far  aa  pouible,  regarding- 

the  mode  of  iuue  of  the  new  Egyptian  Loan, 
and  are  prepared  to  propose  the  toUowiug  plan 
to  the  guaranteeing  Powere  :— (I.)  To  ofiec  Uie 
whole  loan  to  be  tendersd  for  simultaneously  in 
Parii,  Berlin,  and  London  in  pounds  eterling,  it 
being  notified  that  the  highest  tenders,  wherevet 
they  may  he  made,  would  be  auceptad  to  the 
extent  of  the  required  amount,  not  oiceediDg 
£9,000,000.  (2.)  The  tenders  to  bo  accompanied 
by  a  deposit,  whioh  vould  eitbar  be  returned  in 
the  errait  of  the  tendsr  not  being  accepted,  or 
retained  in  part  payment  of  the  first  instal- 
(3.)  The  tenders  to  be  opened 


taneously  at  the  three  capitals,  and  the  liat  of 
the  applieations  received  at  Purls  and  Berlin 
wonld  be  sent  by  the  banks  a 


aathoiiied  to  r«o*iTe  tendeie  to  the  Bank  o_ 

England,  the  London  list  being  similarly  sent 
to  Uie  Paris  and  Berlin  bankers ;  the  Bank  of 
England  then  to  allot  the  loan  to  the  highest 
tenderers  irreapeotdve  of  nationaUty,  or  t^ 
city  at  which  the  tenders  were  reoeiTed.  (1.) 
The  Uovemmtmts  of  France  and  Germany  to 
indicate  without  delay  the  bank  at  whiuh  they 
would  wish  that  tanderssbould  be  received  [one 
at  each  capital),  and  the  Bank  of  England  to 
be  infracted  to  communicate  with  them  aa  to 
detuila.     1  have  to  requeit  your  J^xcellency  tu 
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submit  this  plan  to  FiioM  Bitmank,  nooffi- 

ci«ll;,ia  th»nr«t;^a,for  hia  coQEurreiice.  In 
tke  event  ol  hi*  accepting  it.  Her  Majesty's  (io- 
Temmeot  will  communicate  it  ofGuially  to  all 
the  PowQTS." 

I  qnlte  agree  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
Northampton  (iii.  Labouchera)  that  it 
would  have  been  an  advantage  to  the 
Egyptian  Oovemment  if  this  loan  could 
have  been  ieeued  b;  tender  rather 
than  at  a  fixed  price ;  and  had  it 
been  poseible  for  the  loan  to  have  been 
isaned  in  the  Londoa  market  alone  under 
Buoh  conditions  as  the  late  GoTernment 
eu^ested  to  the  German  QoTemmeDt, 
undoubted);  the  i«eue  ought  to  have 
been  by  tender.  But  what  wag  the  reply 
of  the  German  Oovemment  to  that  pro- 
poaition?  It  is  oontained  in  No.  98  of 
the  Papers  just  issued,  and  is  a  despatch, 
dated  May  27,  from  Sir  Edward  Malet 
to  Earl  Granville — 

"  Uount  Hatzfeldt  Ipohs  to  me  yesterday 


tained  ia  your  Lordahip'a  despatci  of  the  14th 
instant.  He  iaid  that  Prince  Bismarck  had 
taken  advice  on  the  matter,  and  that  it  appeared 
that  the  method  piopoaed  of  offering  tne  loan 
for  tender  was  one  unknown  in  Uermany,  and 
the  result  would  not  be  that  which  he  desired 
— that  ie  to  eay,  that  b  portion  of  the  loan 
dtonld  be  eabembed  for  in  Oermany.  Tbe 
Chancellor  was  anxious  on  the  sabject,  because 
ha  believed  that  the  Reichstag  wonld  not  autho- 
rize the  guarantee  of  the  loon  unless  Qermany 
bad  the  opportnnity  of  talcing  part  in  tha  sub- 
Kription,  and  the  proposal  which  he  had  put 
forward  was  made  in  the  interest  of  the  Con- 
vention. Count  Hatifoldt  remarked  that  yoar 
Iiordship'a  ofTar  in  no  way  met  the  wish  that 
Berlin  ihould  be  added  to  Paris  and  London  for 


t  a4ded  that  it  would  be  ui 
praaant  the  matter  to  the  Reichstag  in  its  pre- 
•ant  fOTiD,  and  that  the  Chancellor  was  only 
•caking  a  means  to  make  it  acceptable." 

What  did  that  reply  really  amount  to  ? 
When  the  Convention  had  been  agreed 
to  by  the  Powers,  to  all  appearances 
Germany  was  unwilling  to  be  bound  by 
it,  and  desired  to  re-open  the  whole 
queation.  What  were  we  to  do  ?  We 
vere  face  to  face  with  the  great  dan- 
gers to  which  I  have  alluded.  We  felt 
that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that 
the  loan  should  be  issued  at  the  earUeat 
moment,  and  therefore  we  proposed  to 
the  other  Powers  that  it  should  be 
issued  at  a  fixed  price  in  London,  Paris, 
and  Berlin,  in  anticipation  of  ratifi- 
cation by  the  Parliaments  which  had 
not  ratified  it,   and  that  a  statement 
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should  be  made  on  behalf  of  those 
Powers  whose  Parliaments  had  not  rati- 
fied it  that  the  measure  for  procuring 
its  ratification  should  be  submitted  to 
them  on  their  re-aseembling  at  the  ear- 
liest possible  moment.  That  proposition 
was  accepted  and  the  loan  was  issued. 
I  do  not  think  I  need  dwell,  after  what 
I  have  read  to  the  Hoaae,  upon  the 
suggestion  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Northampton,  that  the  loan  should  have 
been  issued  by  tender.  But  the  hon. 
Member  also  fonnd  fault  with  the  price 
fixed  for  the  issue  of  the  loan.  Of 
course,  it  is  a  very  difficult  matter 
indeed  to  settle  the  price  of  issue  of  a 
loan  of  this  character.  Any  rumour  of 
foreign  difSculties  might  have  momen- 
tarilv  disturbed  the  market,  and  led  to 
the  loan  being  received  in  a  manner 
very  different  from  the  manner  in  which 
it  was  received.  What  appeared  to  us 
of  great  importance  was  that  there 
should  be  no  risk  of  the  loan  being  a 
failure.  It  was  not  only  all-important  to 
meet  the  financial  difficultiea  to  which  I 
have  referred,  but  also  to  re-ostablish 
credit  and  freedom  of  enterprize  in 
Egypt  itself.  Therefore  we  preferred 
to  err,  perhaps,  on  the  safe  side,  rather 
than  run  the  risk  of  failure.  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  if  circurastances 
had  permitted  emission  by  tender  a 
higher  price  might  have  been  obtained 
by  the  Egyptian  Government.  But  I  do 
not  think  we  should  have  been  justified, 
after  consulting  the  high  authoritieB 
named  in  these  Papers,  in  fixing  a  higher 
price  than  SSJ.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  this  loan  is  really  depreciated  rather 
than  increase  in  value  by  the  foreign 
guarantee.  It  cannot  be  conddered  in 
the  same  light  as  the  English  Funds  or 
tha  Stocks  of  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works.  It  ia  a  loan  of  small  amount. 
It  is  a  loan  in  which,  being  issued  in 
bonds  payable  to  bearer,  trustees  cannot 
invest;  and  all  these  oirounutances  to- 
gether make  it  unreasonable  to  expect 
that  it  would  command  the  same  price 
in  the  market  as  our  own  funds.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton  has 
made  some  allusions  to  the  gain  which 
he  seems  to  suppose  Messrs.  Boths- 
child  may  derive  from  the  issue  of 
this  loan.  Of  course,  reasonable  profits 
must  be  made  by  a  house  which  under- 
takes the  issue  of  a  loan  involving,  no 
doubt,  some  risk  to  themselvee.  ]^Ur. 
luBoucuERs :  What  risk  ?  j     Surely  the 


cviz^,i;,CoOt;^lc 


1215         Contolidatti  Fund 


{COMMONS^        {Apprepriatim)  BiQ.        121S 


issue  of  a  loon  does  involve  some  nsfe. 
The  £g7ptiaa  Loan  was  entrusted  to 
Messrs.  Botbsehild  on  commission  on 
the  same  terms  as  it  would  have  been 
entrusted  to  tlie  Bank  of  England.  It 
was  impossible  for  them  to  repay  the 
advance  of  £1,300,000  which  the;  had 
made  to  the  f^ptian  Oovemment  by 
taking  an  equivalent  amount  of  Stock 
finn  at  95},  ae  by  the  terms  of  the  Con- 
vention of  March  18  the  first  pro- 
ceeds of  the  loan  were  to  be  devoted 
to  the  payment  of  the  Alexandria  in- 
demnities ;  nor  was  there  ever  any 
suggestion  of  such  an  arrangement. 
Then  the  hon.  Member  suggested  that 
the  Messrs.  Bothschild  might  make 
money  by  reserving  a  large  part  of  this 
loan  for  themselves ;  but  the  applica- 
tions for  that  portion  of  the  loan  re- 
served by  agreement  for  the  London 
market  were  on  euoh  a  scale  that,  in 
order  to  make  an  allotment  to  the  pub- 
lic on  principles  similar  to  those  wnich 
Messrs.  Bothschild  have  always  adopted, 
and  wbioh,  so  far  as  I  know,  have  given 
general  satisfaction,  they  will  be  abso- 
lutely unable  to  retain  any  large  amonnt 
of  the  loan,  if  any  at  all. 

Mb.  LABOUCHBRE  asked  whether 
Messrs.  Bothschild  had  a  right  to  re- 
tain their  advances  out  of  the  loan  at 
the  price  of  95 1 

ThbCHANOELLOEofthbEXOHE- 
QUEE:  No;  they  could  not.  Four  mil- 
lions were  to  go  to  the  payment  of  these 
indemnities.  I  really  do  not  wish  to 
trouble  the  House  with  the  different  de- 
tails ;  but  we  found  it  to  be  necessary, 
in  the  circumstances  I  have  stated  to 
the  Houee,  that  this  loah  should  be 
issued  by  a  house  closely  allied  with 
the  two  foreign  capitals  in  which 
two-thirds  of  the  loan  were  to  be 
raised.  We  made  arrangements  with 
that  house  to  issue  this  loan  on  the 
terms  stated  in  the  Papers.  We  made 
the  beet  arrangements  in  our  power 
with  the  best  advice  at  our  command. 
It  may  very  likely  be  that,  both  with 
regard  to  the  price  of  the  loan  and  the 
sum  paid  for  the  issue  of  the  loan, 
Egypt  may  be  worse  off  than  if  we  had 
had  a  perfectly  free  hand  in  the  matter. 
But,  bound  as  we  were  by  the  adoption 
of  the  principle  of  an  International  G-ua- 
rantee  to  agree  that  the  Foreign  Powers 
should  have  a  share  of  the  loan,  we  were 
obliged  to  ado])t  the  only  arrangement 
by  which  this  could  have  been  carried 
■^/i*  Chancellor  of  the  Exth*juer 


into  effect.  The  loan  would  not  have  beea 
issued  if  we  had  merely  adhered  to  the 
position  taken  up  by  our  Predeeeseora, 
and  the  result  would  have  been,  even- 
tually, a  greater  loss  to  Egypt  than  ftoy> 
thing  which  can  possibly  occur  frooL 
the  arrangements  which  we  have  made. 
I  must  apologize  to  the  House  for  the 
length  of  my  statement.  I  have  endea- 
voured to  eiplain  the  reasons  for  our 
financial  action.  All  I  would  add  is  this 
— that  in  our  policy  for  the  future  wa 
shall  be  guided  by  the  principles  which 
I  have  stated,  in  the  hope  that  before 
long  we  may  effect  some  real  and  im- 
portant improvement  in  Egypt,  now  that 
this  financial  question  has  at  last  been 
settled  to  the  benefit  not  only  of  the 
creditors  of  Egypt,  to  whom  the  hon. 
Member  alluded,  but.  what  isof  infinitely 
greater  importance,  to  the  advantage  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  oountry. 

Mr.  VILLIEB8  STUABT  said,  he 
thought  the  Government  had  obtained 
ex(!6edingly  good  terms  in  the  matter 
of  the  loan.  Three  weeks  ago  British 
Consols  bad  touohed  91},  another  war 
scare  would  send  them  down  to  the  same 
figure  again.  The  contractors,  there- 
fore, in  bringing  them  out,  the  Guaran- 
teed Loan  at  95  had  incurred  a  realrisk; 
and  we.  in  the  present  position  of  foreign 
affairs,  had  reollr  obtained  a  better  bar- 
gain than  could  have  been  expected. 
Turning  to  thegeneral  question  of  E^ypt, 
he  conM  observe  that  this  was  now  a 
dying  Parliament;  it  was  upon  its 
death-bed,  and  he  thoughtitwas  appro- 
priate that  in  its  last  hours  its  con- 
science should  be  haunted  by  at  least 
oue  ghost,  one  subject  of  bit^r  remorse, 
and  that  was  the  fate  of  E^pt.  How 
splendid  had  been  the  opportunity  we 
obtained  there  three  years  ago  by  tiie 
battle  of  Tel-el-Eebir !  It  was  in  our 
power  to  secure  the  most  commanding 
position  in  the  world  from  a  politioal 
and  military  and  a  oommercial  point  of 
view,  a  position  coveted  by  some  of  the 
greatest  nations  ancient  and  modem.  It 
was  in  our  power  to  show  to  the  world 
the  apeotaclsof  good  government,  liberty, 
and  prosperity  conferred  by  ns  upon  ■ 
country  which  had  been  misgoverned, 
ground  down,  and  plundered  for  ages. 
Such  a  result  would  have  justified  our  in- 
terference there  and  vindioated  our  cha- 
racter before  the  whole  civilized  vorld  as 
the  champions  of  liberty,  enlightenment, 
and  progress.    Instead  of  that  we  bod 
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bound  additional  hardens  npon  the 
Egyptian  people,  and  their  last  state  vas 
irorae  than  their  fint.  He  had  not  the 
heart  to  paint  the  picture  of  the  actual 
condition  to  which  we  had  reduced  that 
unhappy  country  within  three  short 
years.  As  he  had  said,  this  Parliament 
was  on  its  death-bed.  It  could  not 
undo  the  past,  but  it  could  insist  upon 
pledges  as  to  the  future — pledges  from 
the  present  Qovemment  that  they  would 
do  their  very  utmost  to  make  what 
amends  remained  possible,  and  to  use 
their  power  to  reform  abuses  and  estab- 
lish good  government.  It  was  not  even 
now  too  late.  We  had  been  constantly 
told  that  the  bankrupt  condition  of 
Egypt  was  the  reason  why  certain  im- 
portant reforms  could  not  be  proceeded 
with.  That  obstacle  was  now  removed, 
and  he  had  hoped  that  now  at  last  exist- 
ing abuses  would  be  redressed;  but  he 
was  bitterly  disappointed  at  the  reply 
to  his  Question  on  Monday.  He  had 
hoped  that  advantage  would  have  been 
taken  of  it  to  declare  an  earnest  inten- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Government  to 
grapple  with  the  Egyptian  difficulty 
with  the  steadfast  purpose  of  solving  it. 
It  was  due  to  this  Parliament,  if  Her 
Idajesty's  Government  had  such  a  pur- 
pose, to  give  it  the  consolation  of  this 
parting  assurance ;  but  they  had  had 
instead  a  reply  of  which  no  one  could 
make  head  or  tail.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen who  now  occupied  the  Treasury 
Bench  had  again  and  again,  while  in  Op- 
position, twitted  the  late  Administration 
with  concealing  their  purpose ;  but  their 
ntterances  on  the  subject  of  Egypt  were 
luminous  as  compared  with  those  to 
which  wa  were  now  treated.  We  wore 
told  that  no  Papers  had  been  found  in 
the  Foreign  Office  beariug  upon  the 
abases  which  it  bad  been  our  business 
to  remedy,  and  which  the  honour  and 
good  name  of  England  were  concerned 
m  reforming.  There  existed,  at  all 
events,  the  able  Report  of  Lord  Dufferin 
on  those  abuses,  and  suggestions  for 
their  remedy.  Last  Session  be  ques- 
tioned the  noble  Lord  the  Under  Secre- 
tary for  Foreign  Affairs  as  to  whether 
any  step  had  been  taken  to  deal  with 
the  abuses  of  the  forced  labour  system, 
and  was  told  in  reply  that  reform  of 
those  abases  must  wait  till  the  financial 
difficulty  was  removed.  Well,  now  it 
was  removed  ;  but  on  appealing  for  in- 
formation as  to  the  intentions  of  the 
VOL.    CCC.     frniRp  sf.rtes.] 
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present  Cabinet  on  that  and  similar 
subjects  they  were  mocked  with  vain 
woi>ls.  It  would  be  impossible  to 
travel  over  the  whole  field  of  misgo- 
vemment  and  mismanagement  of  the 
resources  of  Egypt ;  but  he  would  like 
to  point  out  with  regard  to  that  parti- 
cular one  of  forced  labour  that  it  was 
not  a  mere  question  of  the  personal 
sufferings  of  the  victims.  It  affected 
the  productiveness  and  prosperity  of  all 
Egypt.  The  cruel  waste  of  life  and 
labour  involved  in  requiring  the  victims 
to  work  without  tools,  or  food,  or  shelter 
was  a  loss,  and  a  very  serious  loss,  to 
the  country.  With  tools  and  food  the 
woric  could  be  done  by  one-fourth  the 
number  of  men,  and  the  remaining 
three-fourths  could  be  left  to  attend  to 
their  farms.  No  one  who  had  not  per- 
sonally visited  the  farms  of  those  Fella- 
heen who  were  absent  on  forced  labour 
duty  could  have  any  idea  of  the  loss  in 
production  caused  by  compulsory  neglect 
of  irrigation.  The  yellow  blasted  look 
of  the  crops  spoke  for  themselves.  But 
he  must  not  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House,  and  he  could  do  no  more  tban 
glance  at  this  one  item  of  misgovern- 
ment.  But  he  appealed  most  earnestly 
to  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  to  give 
now  the  assurance  which  they  evaded 
giving  the  other  day.  If  they  did  not 
intend  to  establish  good  government  in 
Egypt,  then  it  would  be  better  to  with- 
draw ;  but  if  we  were  now  to  march  out 
of  Egypt  and  leave  it  in  its  present 
lamentable  condition  we  should  deser^-e 
the  scorn  and  contempt  of  the  whole 
civilized  world. 

TuE  Marouess  of  HAETINGTON: 
I  have  no  desire  to  speak  at  any  length 
npon  thesuhjeots  that  have  been  brought 
foiward  in  this  debate,  or  to  criticize  in 
detail  the  statements  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.  I  will  only  say  of 
the  statements  that  have  been  made  by 
the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Kirk- 
caldy (Sir  George  Campbell)  and  by  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Carlisle 
(Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson),  although  they  are 
very  severe  as  a  criticism  of  the  late  Go- 
vernment, yet  tbey  are  of  so  vague  and 
indefinite  a  character  that  it  would  be 
simply  a  waste  of  the  time  of  the  House 
to  go  into  them.  It  is  said  that  the 
condition  of  Egypt  conid  not  be  worse. 
That  is  a  statement  which  it  is  extremely 
easy  to  make,  but  it  is  not  substantiated 
by  any  detailed  argument.    It  ma^  be 
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also  admits  that  other  Pov«r8  have  re- 
iponsibilitieB  and  rigbta  in  Egypt.  Theaa 
are  Btatdmeots  which  have  been  fre- 
queatly  mads  by  the  late  QoTommeat; 
but  they  were  found  to  be  extremely  un- 
natisfactoTy,  and  wanting  in  precision. 
I  do  not  knovin  what  respect  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  or  any  Member  of  the 
present  Oovernment  has  in  the  slightest 
degree  assumed  a.  more  deSnite  attitude 
than  the  attitude  for  which  the  late  Go-' 
vernraent  was  so  much  attacked  and 
complained  of.  I  have  no  objection  to 
the  Mission  of  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff, 
provided  its  character  and  scope  are  ac- 
curately understood  and  defined.  I 
agree  with  all  that  has  been  aatd  as 
to  hia  personal  fitness.  I  believe  he 
has  great  knowledge  of  Eastern  politics, 
and  the  result  of  his  former  Mission  to 
Eastern  Houmelia  was  greatly  to  the 
credit  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  But 
I  would  remind  the  House  that  with 
regard  to  Egyptian  politics  Sir  H. 
Drummond  Wolff  ocoupies  a  somewhat 
peculiar  position.  He  is  not  only  a  per* 
eon  possessing  great  information,  bnt 
he  ia  also  known  aa  a  Member  of  this 
House  who  has  taken  a  definite  and 
strong  line  in  regard  to  Egyptian  policy. 
He  has  made  attaoka  somewhat  exceed- 
ing the  usual  licence  of  debate,  and  he 
has  associated  himself  with  those  who 
have  not  only  attacked  the  policy  of 
the  present  Khedive,  but  have  also 
brought  eevereand  grave  charges  against 
him.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  sayg 
that  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wol£f  is  going 
to  inquire  and  report  and  to  advise  Her 
Majesty's  Uoverumeut  in  their  endea- 
vour to  bring  about  a  more  satisfactory 
state  of  things  in  regard  to  both  the 
external  defence  and  the  internal  admi- 
nistration of  Egypt.  But  an  important 
part  of  tbe  internal  administration  is 
the  position  of  the  Khedive  himeelf.  It 
ia  not  desirable  to  have  it  supposed  that 
Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  has  been  se- 
lected for  this  Mission  on  account  of  the 
attitude  he  has  taken  up  towards  tite 
Kbedive,  [The  Crahoellob  of  the  Ex- 
□HEauEa  :  That  ia  not  ao.]  I  am  glad 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  sajs  it  is  not 
so ;  but  I  think  the  House  will  aee  that 
something  more  than  silence  on  thia 
matter  is  required.  Sir  H.  Drummond 
Wolff  is  known  in  former  times  to  have 
been  a  very  bitter  enemy  and  a  personal 
opponent  of  the  administration  of  the 
Khedive.    The  Mission  of  Sir  H.  Drum- 


admitted  that  the  condition  of  Egypt  ia 
not  so  satisfactory  as  coutd  be  wished  in 
many  respects ;  but  I  absolutely  deny  it 
is  so  bad  that  it  could  not  be  worse  under 
any  circumstances.  It  might,  on  the 
contrary,  be  a  great  deal  worse.  What 
is  the  condition  of  Egypt?  I  am  not 
aware  that  the  position  of  Europeans  in 
Egypt  is  in  the  slightest  degree  insecure ; 
their  property  ia  safe,  and  they  are  pur- 
suing their  trades  and  avocations  in 
safety.  Their  condition  might  be  much 
loss  secure,  and  they  might  be  far  less 
certain  of  reaping  tbe  fruits  of  their  in- 
dustry. As  to  the  condition  of  the  psople 
of  Egypt,  I  cannot  admit  the  conten- 
tions of  my  hon.  Friends.  Do  hon. 
Uembera  suppose  there  is  heavier  taxa- 
tion or  more  misgovemment  than  be- 
fore? Somebon.  Members mnyassume 
that  Arabi  was  an  Egyptian  patriot, 
possessing  the  confidenceof  the  Egyptian 
people,  and  animated  by  nothing  but 
the  nighest  and  most  patriotic  motives. 
It  is  quite  competent  to  them  to  hold 
that  opinion,  and  to  believe  that  if 
bad  allowed  Arabi  to  become  master  of 
Egypt  a  better  state  of  things  would 
have  been  established.  But  iu  the  opi- 
nion of  the  late  Government  he  was  no- 
thing but  a  military  adventurer,  and  hia 
dominion  would  have  meant  insecurity 
for  the  life  and  property  of  Europeans 
and  of  Natives  in  Egypt.  I  say  that  if 
Arabi  had  been  allowed  to  pursue  hia 
career  unchecked  a  condition  of  things 
might  have  been  brought  about  which 
would  hare  been  infinitely  worse  than 
anything  which  can  be  said  of  Egypt 
now.  It  is  useless  to  attempt  to  discues 
in  detail  charges  of  such  a  vague  cha- 
racter which  no  attempt  is  made  to  sub- 
stantiate in  detail.  I  have  no  desire 
to  follow  in  detail  tbe  statement  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  I  have 
no  complaint  to  make  of  the  general 
statement  of  policy  which  he  has  made 
with  regard  to  Egypt.  I  will  only  say 
that  this  statement  does  not  appear  to 
me  to  be  much  more  precise,  or  to  con- 
vey much  more  information  to  the  House 
or  to  tbe  country,  than  those  statements 
of  policy  of  the  late  Government  which 
were  so  frequently  and  ao  severely  criti- 
cized on  this  aide  of  the  House  as  wantr 
ing  in  accuracy,  precision,  and  deSni- 
tiveness.  I  notice  that  tbe  right  hon. 
Gentleman  haa  said  that  the  present 
Government  recognize  that  we  havo  in- 
curred great  obligations  in  Egypt.  He 
Ti'(  JfarpiM  ofHarfingUn 
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mood  Wolff,  without  an  explanation  of 
his  present  position,  is  calculated  to  givs 
risa  to  that  which  has  always  been  one 
source  of  the  difficulty  of  administration 
in  Egypt — namely,  political  intrigue. 
There  are  intrigues  in  Constantinople, 
where  he  is  going,  and  in  Egypt,  and  in 
other  parts  of  the  East,  the  object  of 
n'hichis  to  upset  the  Khedive  and  to  bring 
about  some  other  form  of  goTernment. 
The  Mission  of  Sir  H.  DrummondWolff. 
without  explanation,  Is  calculated,  in  my 
opinion,  to  gire  encouragement  and  as- 
sistance to  all  those  persons  who  desire, 
for  personal  reasons,  to  upset  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  present  Khedive.  I 
believe  Lord  Salisbury  has  stated  in 
"another  place"  the  intention  of  the 
QoTerument  to  support  the  Khedive  as 
be  has  been  supported  by  us.  It  would 
have  been  desirable,  on  the  present 
occasion,  when  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
undertook  to  give  us  an  outline  of  the 
tharaiter  of  the  Mission  of  Sir  H. 
Drummond  Wolff,  when  he  stated  that 
that  Mission  had  relation  to  the  internal 
administration  of  Egypt,  that  he  should 
have  said  it  nras  no  part  of  the  intention 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  upset 
the  Ooveinment  existing  in  Egypt,  or 
to  take  any  action  against  it.  It  is  not 
for  me  now  to  defend  the  Khedive ;  it 
may  be  tbat  events  have  taken  place 
under  his  Government  which  have  weak- 
ened the  position  he  occupies  and  have 
rendered  him  an  unstable  Governor.  I 
do  not  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  that  is 
the  case ;  but,  if  it  was,  it  would  be  the 
duty  of  the  Government  to  moke  up 
tbeir  minds  on  the  subject,  and  openly 
to  announce  to  the  Khedive  and  to 
Europe  that  his  Government  was  no 
longer  a  stable  one,  and  there  was  no 
reason  why  it  should  be  any  longer  sup- 
ported. If  that  is  not  the  case  ;  if  it  is 
the  opinion  of  the  Government  that,  in 
present  circumetaDces,  no  better  Buler 
than  the  Khedive  can  be  found,  if  it  ' 
their  opinion  we  are  bound  to  hi 
honourable  ohligati 
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the  loan.  The  Government  have  been 
in  this  matter  guided  by  the  best  mo* 
tives.  It  may  be  that  in  other  citcum' 
stances  better  terms  might  have  been 
obtained  for  the  Egyptian  Government ; 
but  I  believe  that  we,  in  this  House, 
have  the  most  perfect  and  implicit  con- 
fidence tbat  questions  of  stock -jobbing, 
or  of  undue  favour  to  any  individuu, 
never  enter  into  transactions  of  this 
kind,  to  whatever  Party  the  Government 
may  belong.  It  is  possible  that  in  other 
circumstances  better  terms  might  have 
been  obtained  ;  but  I  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  the  Government 
have  done  the  best  they  could,  and  that 
nothing  has  been  further  from  their  in- 
tention than  to  favour  any  party  what- 

Mb.  W.  E.  FOESTEE  said,  ho 
thought  tbe  explanation  which  bad  been 
asked  by  the  noble  Lord  with  reference 
to  the  Mission  of  Sir  H.  Drummond 
Wolff  was  one  which  the  Government 
ought  to  give,  and  which  he  could  not 
but  suppose  tliey  would  be  glad  of  the 
opportunity  of  giving.  Ho  did  not  wish 
to  go  into  the  past.  The  resources  of 
bad  gorernment  in  Oriental  countries 
were  very  great,  and  it  was  possible 
things  might  have  been  worse.  But 
there  was  one  matter  in  which  this 
country  felt  great  interest,  and  it  would 
be  difficult  for  its  position  to  be  worse. 
He  referred  to  the  question  of  slavery 
and  the  Slave  Trade.  Undoubtedly 
what  had  happened  in  the  Soudan  had 
caused  a  great  number  of  slaves  to  be 
takes,  and  the  slave  market  bad  been 
glutted  by  prisoners  captured  from  the 
tribes  which  had  been  friendly  to  us. 
In  addition  to  that  there  was  every 
reason  to  believe,  and  he  believed  the 
Foreign  Office  were  in  possession  of 
proof  of  the  fact,  that  the  Slave  Trade 
and  slavery  were  connived  at  by  men  of 
high  position  in  Egypt  itself,  fie  could 
not  give  proofs  of  this,  because,  as  the 
by  <  right  hon.  Qentleman  the  Under  Secre- 
tary for  Foreign  Affairs  was  well  aware. 


they  should  have  availed  themselves  of  !  it  would  be  impossible  to  produce  th< 


this  opportunity  to  show  that  the  Mission 
of  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  has  no  re- 
lation whatever  to  those  former  opinions 
which  he  has  expressed  respecting  the 
Khedive,  and  that  it  is  not  their  inten- 
tion to  countenance  or  give  support  to 
any  underhand  intrigues  against  the 
Government  of  Egypt.  I  will  not  enter 
into  any  discussion  upon  the  subject  of 


proof  publicly  without  greatly  endanger- 
ing those  who  had  furnished  it.  He  did 
not,  however,  doubt  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  would,  through  their  Spe- 
cial Commissioner,  see  tbat  fbis  matter 
was  carefully  looked  into.  What  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  stated 
as  to  the  earnestness  of  tne  Government 
to  secure  that  the  influence  of  this  coun- 
?Ii  ^ 
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try  in  Egypt  should  hnve  Boms  good 
effect  and  that  reforms  should  be  un- 
dertakea  was,  on  the  whole,  aatisfaotory. 
The  reason  why  he  thought  it  satisfac- 
tory was  that  the  present  Government 
seemed  to  he  aware  that  itwaa  of  no  use 
pressing  for  roForma  and  immediately 
afterwards,  or  at  the  same  time,  saying 
that  they  intended  to  get  out  of  Egypt. 
What  did  reforms  mean,  eBiiecially  in 
Oriental  countries?  They  must  mean 
very  considerable  personal  i  noon  leni- 
ence, if  not  injury,  to  those  who  had 
thriven  on  abuses,  and  they  would  get 
no  one  to  effect  reforms  and  carry  them 
out  in  anything  like  an  effective  or 
honest  manner  if  he  wae  under  the  be- 
lief that  in  a  year  or  two  he  would  be 
left  to  the  mercy  and  revenge  of  those 
whom  he  had  enraged  by  preventing 
them  carrying  on  abuses.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  it  was  utterly  impossible  that 
they  could  expect  to  get  reforms  on  sncb 
conditions  as  these.  Therefore  he  was 
glad  to  hear  the  Ohancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer state  that  the  Government  con- 
sidered that  if  they  were  to  do  any  good 
in  Egypt  there  must  be  a  clear  under- 
standing that  they  would  see  it  actually 
done  before  they  left.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  also  spoke  of  negotia- 
tions with  the  Turkish  Government  with 
regard  to  Suakin.  The  difficulties  there 
were  no  doubt  immense.  No  one  denied 
that  i  but  he  did  trust  that  we  should  not 
add  to  our  other  disasters  in  Egypt  the 
disaster  of  replacing  the  country,  either 
Suakin  or  Egypt  itself,  under  Turkish 
rale.  He  did  hope  there  was  no  such 
intention  as  that,  for  he  believed  that  it 
would  be  better  for  us  to  clear  out  of 
the  Soudan  altogether  than  to  introduce 
under  our  sanction  and  responsibility 
the  Turks  as  governors.  He  did  not 
deny  that  the  question  was  beset  with 
difficulties ;  but  he  hoped  the  House 
would  excuse  him  for  having  stated  from 
his  present  knowledge  what  really  ap- 
peared to  be  true. 

The  under  SECRETAKT  op 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIER  (Mr. 
Bourkb)  said,  the  noble  Lord  opposite 
bad  expressed  surprise  at  the  fact  that 
hierighthon.  Friend  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  made  no  definite 
statement  with  regard  to  the  support  of 
the  Khedive.  The  only  reason  why  his 
right  hon.  Friend  made  no  such  state- 
ment was  that  he  thought  it  was  en- 
tirely unncceseary.    The  most  definite 

Mr.  ;r.  M  FtrtUr        . 


had  been  given  by  hia  noble 
Friend  Lord  Salisbury  with  regard  to 
the  support  which  it  was  the  intentioii 
of  the  Government  to  give  to  the  Khe- 
dive. There  was  no  intention  whatever 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  with- 
hold that  support  from  the  KhediT* 
which  he  had  always  had  from  the 
British  Government.  There  waa  one 
remark  which  he  thought  he  might 
make  with  regard  to  the  Mission  of  his 
right  hon.  Friend  Sir  H.  Drummond 
Wolff,  and  that  was  that  he  was  the  one 
person  in  this  Parliament  whohadfrom 
time  to  time  pressed  upon  the  late  Go- 
vernment the  importance  of  giving  Par- 
liamentaty  institutions  to  Egypt,  and 
hia  desire  to  do  so  was  recognized  by 
the  Prime  Minister  in  the  House.  AJI 
ho  could  say,  ia  addition,  was  that  th« 
Government  had  every  reason  to  believe 
that  Sir  M.  Drummond  WoUt  would  be 
welcomed  by  the  Khedive  in  the  most 
cordial  manner ;  and  with  regard  to  His 
Majesty  the  Sultan,  he  had  the  highest 
authority  for  saying  that  the  Sultan  and 
the  Porte  were  of  opinion  that  the  Mis- 
sion of  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  could 
not  but  facilitate  the  bringing  about  of  a 
better  state  of  things  in  Egypt,  and  the 
Sultan  was  ready,  be  believed,  to  give  to 
hie  right  hon.  Friend  that  welcome  which 
might  be  expected.  He  wished  now  to 
make  one  or  two  remarks  with  respect  to 
the  observations  of  the  hon.  Hemb«ra  for 
Eirkcaldv  (Sir  George  Campbell),  and 
Waterford  (Mr.  Villiers  Stuart).  With 
regard  to  the  remarks  of  the  former, 
according  to  the  Organic  Law  of  Egypt, 
there  wore  three  Bodies  to  be  brought 
into  existence  —  namely,  Provincial 
Councils,  the  Legislative  Assembly,  and 
the  General  Assembly.  Of  these  three 
Bodies  the  only  one  that  had  come  into 
being  waa  the  Legislative  Assembly; 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  Kirkcaldy  (Sir 
George  Campbell)  contended  that  it  had 
been  illegally  constituted,  because  it 
was  to  be  partly  made  up  of  delegates 
from  the  Provincial  Councils,  which  had 
no  existence.  All  he  could  say  on  the 
subject  was  that  the  circumstances 
which  gave  rise  to  the  question  occurred 
two  years  ago,  and  Her  Majesty's  pre- 
sent Government  were  in  no  way  re- 
sponsible for  what  took  place  two  years 
ago.  He  was  told,  however,  that  al- 
though the  Provinces  had  not  bem 
regularly  represented  in  the  LegisIatiTe 
Assembly,  yet,  at  the  same  time,  thejp 
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ideration  wliun  they  Hilvispd  ihe  aljan- 
donment  of  the  Suudan.  With  regard 
to  the  loao,  he  did  not  thick  it  neces- 
sary  to  add  anvthin^  to  the  explanation 
given  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer; but  ho  might  malte  two  obBerva- 
tioDS,  llie  Four  per  Cent  Guaranteed 
Loan  of  1855  was  now  at  £10<  per  cent, 
which  was  eijual  to  £78  per  cent  for  a 

per  cent  loan  eiich  as  tiiat  now  being 
issued.  The  price  of  £tf5t  per  cent 
could  not,  therefore,  be  deemed  inade- 
quate. It  would  have  been  perfectly 
'.mpoaaible  for  the  loan  to  have  been 
Issued  under  the  conditions  proposed, 
very  properly  and  very  justly,  by  the 
late  Uoverument,  for  the  result  would 
have  been  that  three  different  scrips  of 
this  loan  would  have  been  floating  about 
the  vorld,  issued  at  different  prices. 

Mr.  M'COAN  said,  that  when  he  first 
heard  the  announcoment  of  the  intended 
Mission  of  t^ir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  he 
hailed  it  with  hope  as  the  sign  of  a  new 
departure  in  our  policy  towards  Egypt. 
He  was  well  aware  not  only  of  the  ex- 
tensive knowledge  of  Egyptian  politicn 
posseaaod  by  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff, 
but  of  hia  views  as  to  what  was  a  sound 
and  just  policy  in  relation  to  that  coun- 
try ;  and  he  ventured,  therefore,  to  hope 
that  any  policy  of  which  Sir  H.  Drum- 
mond Wolff  iras  the  active  exponent 
would  differ  very  widely  and  salutarily 
from  the  vacillating  no-policy  pursued 
by  the  late  Government  in  Egypt.  Not- 
withstanding the  observation  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  that  the  selec- 
tion of  tho  right  bon.  Member  for  Ports- 
month  as  our  Envoy  to  Cairo  did  not 
import  any  departure  from  the  policy 
of  the  late  Gt>vernment  towards  the 
KhediveTewfik  personally,  he  still  clung 
to  the  hope  that  this  new  Mission  had 
a  weighty  and  a  valuable  meaning  from 
which  they  might  augur  the  best  results. 
He  must  express  his  liveliest  satisfaction 
that  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  had  been 
aperially  chosen  for  that  work.  On 
neither  side  of  the  House  could  so  com- 
petent an  agent  have  been  selected  for 
it.  He  would  go  with  a  reputation. 
already  made  in  the  East ;  he  was  a 
pertana  grata  to  the  great  mtyority  of  the 
Native  population  of  Egypt,  and  to 
neai'ly  the  whole  of  tho  Europeans  tbero  ; 
and,  whatever  might  bo  the  personal 
feelings  of  the  Kbc-dive  towards  hiui, 
he  would  be  welcomed  by  nil  classes  in 
I  Egypt.     For  himself,  he  odhered  to^^b^,^ 
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had  sometimes  sent  Represontatives. 
There  was  no  information  at  the  Fo- 
reign Office  on  the  subject,  and  there- 
fore he  could  not  go  into  it  further  on 
the  present  occasion.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Waterford  {Mr.  Villiers  Stuart) 
seemed  to  be  disappointed  with  the  an- 
swer he  had  given  him  as  to  the  ques- 
tion of  forced  labour.  He  agreed  with 
the  right  bou.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Bradford  (Mr,  W.  E.  Forster)  that 
these  were  questions  which,  no  doubt, 
involved  a  complete  change  in  the 
whole  system  of  Egypt ;  and  there  was 
no  use  in  giving  expression  to  tho  as- 
pirations and  hopes  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  upon  them  unless  they 
were  prepared  to  do  their  best  to  inter- 
vene by  the  suppression  of  such  prac- 
tioes  as  were  now  prevalent  in  that  coun- 
try, and  to  stand  by  the  persons  who 
might  help  to  put  them  down.  As  to  the 
use  of  the  kourbash,  the  late  Government 
had  often  been  interrogated  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  they  said  they  had  reason  to 
believe  that  its  use  had  very  much  di- 
minished in  Egypt.  Bo  long  as  he  him- 
self held  bis  present  position,  he  should 
endeavour  to  avoid  any  answer  that 
would  mislead  the  House.  If  he  had 
given  an  answer  of  the  sort  he  had 
cited,  it  might  very  naturally  have  been 
said  that  the  kourbash  was  not  used. 
He  was  sorry  to  say  that  he  could  not. 
He  had  no  doubt  that  the  kourbash  was 
abolished  by  law  in  Egypt ;  and  al- 
though the  late  Government  were  right 
in  saying  that  it  was  not  used  so  much, 
yet  be  was  quite  certain  that  in  out-of- 
tbe-way  Provinces  and  in  places  where 
the  present  Administration  could  not 
reach  the  kourbash  was  used.  He  was 
not  in  a  position  to  say  that  it  was  pos- 
sible to  abolish  its  use  ;  they  must  first 
find  out  whether  they  could  do  so  or  not 
before  making  a  statement  to  the  House 
with  respect  to  it.  Then,  as  to  the  Slave 
Trade,  when  the  present  Government 
were  in  Office  before  they  made  very 
great  strides  towards  its  abolition  ;  but 
they  would  have  to  begin  that  work  all 
overa(;ain,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that 
the  difficulties  they  would  have  to 
tend  with  now  would  be  far  greater 
than  they  were  at  that  time ;  for  it  had 
been  acknowledged  by  the  late  Govern- 
meat  and  by  General  Gordon  that  the 
abandonment  of  the  Soudan  must  ne- 
cessarily givo  an  enormous  impetus  to 
the  Slave  Trade.  He  had  no  doubt  the 
late  Government  took  all  that  into  con- 
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nntion  that  there  were  only  two  policies  .  held 
which  were  praoiically  possible  for  tliis  ■  Per! 
country  in  Egypt,  although  probably 
neither  of  them  was  now  popular.  Tlic 
first  and  beet  of  them  would  be  the 
policy  of  establishing  our  direct  Protec- 
torate over  that  country.  Wo  had  in- 
terests, rights,  and  claims  in  Egypt  that 
were  equalled  by  those  of  no  other 
Power  in  Europe ;  and  he  thought  that 
these  rights  and  interests  could  be  up- 
held and  maintained  only  by  our  hav- 
ing absolute  and  paramount  authority 
in  that  country.  To  this,  ho  believed, 
the  only  alternative  was  the  restoration 
bf  the  late  Khedive.  Of  all  the  Gover- 
nors who  had  arisen  in  the  East  during 
the  present  century  Ismail  was  by  far 
the  ablest  and  the  etroDgest.  His  ad- 
'  ministration  had  admittedly  been  marred 
by  grave  defects ;  he  had  made  great 
mistakes  in  regard  to  finance,  and  had 
allowed  himself  to  be  led  away  by  loan- 
mongers  and  others,  who  had  reaped 
fortunes  out  of  those  mistakes,  llut 
during  hisKeign  a  traveller  might  have 
journeyed  with  his  pocketa  full  of  dia- 
monds from  Alexandria  to  Khartoum 
without  an  Arab  spear  being  raised 
againethim.  Under  bim  the  Soudanese 
Chiefs,  who  had  baffled  the  skill  of  Eng- 
lish diplomatists  and  defied  the  power 
of  English  Generals,  had  beoa  effectually 
managed  and  controlled  ;  and  from  the 
Mediterranean  to  Xliartoum  peace  and 
relative  prosperity  had  everywhere  pre- 
vailed, the  Slave  Trade  was  being 
gradually  checked,  and  Egypt,  on  the 
whole,  waa  never  better  governed  than 
it  waa  during  his  17  years'  Heign.  He 
had  been  essentially  a  strong  Governor, 
and  strength  in  the  East  was  the  first 
necessary  quality  in  a  Ruler.  Therefore, 
he  said  that  if  the  fir^^t  and  best  soluliou 
— namely,  either  the  annexation  of  Egypt 
or  the  establishment  of  a  direct  Protec- 
torate over  it  — wne  not  a'^copted,  the  se- 
cond was  well  on  the  cards,  and  that  be- 
fore many  months  were  over  they  would 
?robably  see  the  restoration  of  Ismail 
asha  brought  within  the  sphere  of  prac- 
tical politics.  Turning  to  thi 
the  immediate  subject  of  the  Amend- 
ment before  the  House,  he  thought  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  made 
a  complete  answer  to  the  objections  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton  (Mr. 
Labouchere),  The  new  Government  had 
inherited  that  loan  as  a  part  of  the  legacy 
left  by  their  Predecessors  ;  and  he  could 
not  see  how  they  could  well  have  done 
Jfr.  Jf  Coort 
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r  than  they  had  done  in  the  matter. 
nps  a  rather  better  price  might  have 
been  obtained;  but  that  was  a  point  on 
which  he  could  not  speak  with  any 
confidence.  Anyhow,  he  thought  they 
had  acted  in  a  way  that  deserved  the 
recognition  of  the  House ;  and,  there- 
fore, he  was  not  disposed  to  support  the 
Amendment. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  again  proposed. 

The  Papal  See— Diplou.^tic  CojiMuyi- 

CATION  WiTH  TUE  VatICAK — SlR 

Geohoe  Errinqto^t. 
Mr.  O'BRIEN  said,  he  would  like  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  Hojee  aa 
shortly  as  possible  to  a  matter  which 
had  e.Tcited  a  great  deal  of  interest  in 
Ireland,  and  he  believed  it  hod  also  at- 
tracted considerable  attention  ia  Eng- 
land and  Rome — he  referred  to  the  pub- 
licatioQ  of  a  letter  purporting  to  be,  and 
aa  he  thought  he  could  show  actually 
was,  a  secret  communication  between  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Longford 
(Sir  George  Errington)  and  Lord  Qran- 
with  respect  to  the  hon.  Baronet's 
mysterious  Mission  to  the  Vatican.    His 

ds  and  himself  were  at  first 
anxious  to  put  a  Question  directly  to  the 
hon.  Baronet,  as  to  whether  he  was  or 
was  not  the  author  of  this  communioa- 
tion.  Theywere  prevented  by  the  Forme 
of  the  House  from  doing  so,  becauee, 
although  it  was  now  perfectly  certain  that 
the  hoD.  Baronet  was  acting  in  Roma  as 
the  Agent  of  the  English  Government, 
and  although,  in  point  of  fact,  the  late 
Government  gave  bim  his  Baronetcy 
because  of  his  services  in  that  capacity, 
the  Irish  Members  were  unable  to  ques- 
tion him  in  the  capacity.  Thoy  all  knew 
that  the  late  Government,  though  they 
appointed  the  hon.  Baronet  to  that  posi- 
tion, found  it  necessary,  for  reasons  of 
their  oirn.  upon  nil  occasions  to  disown 
him,  at  least  publicly,  in  that  capacity. 
in  dcfertnee  to  Engliah  opinion.  As 
they  could  not  put  a  Question  directly  to 
lunn,  ;  the  hon.  Baronet,  ihey  did  the  next  best 
thing  in  order  to  clear  up  the  question 
of  the  genuiuene.ts  of  this  document. 
On  Friday  night  ho  (Mr.  O'Brien)  sent 
a  written  Notice  to  the  hon.  Baronet 
that  upon  Monday,  on  the  Motion  for 
going  into  Committee  of  Hupply  on  the 
Appropriation  Bill,  he  meant  to  bring 
this  matter  before  the  House,  so  that  he 
might  have  a  full  opportunity  to  either 
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friend  of  the  hon.  BnronRl's  who  wit-hixl 
to  Terify  the  ha n<iw riling.  In  TAt  I'uily 
JVew*,  as  he  had  stated,  a  statement  ap- 
peared to  the  effect  that — 

"Sir  OsoTge  ETrington  had  no  recollection 
nf  hanDg  written  Buch  a  letter." 

And  then  TA*  I>ailg  Newt  went  on  to 
make  soma  ridiculous  speculations  aa  to 
the  Eaanner  in  which  the  lotter  bad  heen 
obtained.  He  would,  however,  leave 
the  hnn.  Baronet  to  sottle  the  matter 
with  Th»  Vaih  Ntw».  There  had  been, 
however,  a  change  in  the  tone  of  Tka 
Daily  J\W«  from  day  to  day  after  it  was 
announced  that  the  Irish  Members  had 
evidence  of  the  handwriting  in  their 
possession.  As  to  the  letter  itself,  ho 
need  hardly  say  that  he  was  not  going 
to  make  the  smallest  apology  in  the 
world  for  giving  it  to  the  public.  Diplo- 
matists who  went  in  for  mean,  dirty 
tricks  like  this  ought  to  expect  no  mercy 
from  the  Irish  Members.  The  idea  of 
everything  that  was  vital  to  the  religion 
and  liberties  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland 
being  trafficked  in  and  bargained  for  in 
this  miserable  way  at  Bome  was  most 
repulsive  to  all  Catholics,  and  even  to 
every  decent  Protestant  in  England.  At 
all  events,  every  effort  had  been  made  to 
smother  up  the  truth  concerning  this  Gen- 
tleman's doings  at  fiome.  Every  docu- 
ment was  refused  them  and  kepi  under 
lock  and  key ;  and  he  really  regarded  it 
as  a  dispensation  of  Providence  which 
had  enabled  tbem  toclearupthemystery. 
There  was,  he  believed,  no  room  for  con- 
jecture in  this  matter,  for,  aa  far  as  he 
was  himself  concerned,  he  was  satisfied, 
beyond  any  reasonable  doubt,  of  the 
authenticity  of  the  letter  before  pub- 
lishing it.  He  bad  submitted  the  letter 
to  several  hon.  Members  who  were  ac- 
quainted with  the  hon.  Baronet's  hand- 
writing, and  they  at  once  recognized  it 
aa  his.  There  had  sinco  come  into  his 
possession  another  communication  in 
the  undoubted  handwriting  of  the  boo. 
Baronet,  addressed  to  an  hon.  Member 
of  that  House;  and  he  did  not  think 
that  there  would  be  one  moment's  hesi- 
tation in  saying  that  both  letters  were 
iu  one  and  the  same  handwriting.  This 
was  the  letter  which  he  had  felt  per- 
fectly secure  would  be  maintained  a 
perfect  secret — 

"  Hou9«  of  Commona.  KriilAv,  I  Jth  ^\&y. 

•■DrarUrU  (iranTiltc-Thr'nnblin   Aruh- 

iiiehoprick  (I'V)   iK'iog  Htill  UD<Ircidod,  I  munt 

cuutiuuu  to  kueji  thu  A'atiiua  lu  guud  bumuur 
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disclaim  or  avow  the  letter— if  he  did 
avow  it,  that  be  might  he  able  to  give  i 
the  House  any  explanation  in  his  power 
aa  to  its  contents.  On  Monday  night ' 
tJie  hon.  Baronet  did  not  put  in  an  ap- 1 
pearance ;  hut  he  (Mr.  O'Brien)  was ! 
glad  to  perceive  that  to-day  the  hon.  I 
Baronet  had  changed  his  mind,  and  was 
now  in  a  position  to  hear  bim,  and  speak  ' 
himself  on  tho  subject.  He  could  not ' 
help  remarking  that  the  hon.  Baronet's 
course  of  conduct  since  the  publication 
of  this  letter  was,  to  say  the  least,  sin-  | 
gularly  unsatisfactory,  if  not  of  a  sua-  : 
picious  character.  If  the  hon.  Baronet  \ 
never  wrote  a  letter  of  that  description  ' 
nothing  would  be  easier  than  for  faim  | 
to  say  so  over  his  own  name.  Instead  I 
of  that  there  appeared  on  Friday  a  com-  ' 
mimique  in  The  Daili/  Netei.  They  all 
knew  that  was  the  ofhcial  organ  of  the  i 
late  Government  which  employed  the 
hon.  Baronet,  and  it  was  the  paper 
which  generally  spoke  with  some  autbo- 
rity;  and  he  did  not  think  it  was  too 
much  to  assume  that  though  the  voice 
was  the  voice  of  ITu  Daily  New;  the  in- 
spiration was  the  inspiration  of  the  bon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Longford.  On 
Friday  there  appeared  in  The  Daily  Neat 
this  very  confident  and  precise  announce- 
ment— 

"  Sir  George  Errington  has  no  knowledge  of 
the  tetter  puLlislied  in  Cuittd  Inland  purport- 
ing to  have  been  written  by  the  hon.  Baronet 
to  Earl  OnmTille  on  the  mbjeet  of  the  Vatican 
and  of  the  election  of  an  Arcbbiebop  of  Dub- 
lin." 

That  beyond  all  doubt  was  a  point-blank 
denial  that  any  such  letter  was  ever 
written  by  the  hon.  Baronet,  and  a  point- 
blank  statement  that  the  letter  was  a 
b(^8  document.  But  upon  the  follow- 
ing day  there  appeared  in  The  Daily 
2i*v>»  a  paragraph  of  a  very  hesitating 
and  timid  character.  It  was  not  his 
business  to  account  for  the  change  of 
tone  in  the  two  declarations  in  Th»]>aily 
Ntice.  He  merely  mentioned  the  fact 
that  in  the  meantime  his  bon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Galwoy  (Mr.  T.  P. 
O'Connor)  had  given  Notice  in  the 
House  of  his  intention  to  question  the 
hon.  Baronet  and  sift  the  matter,  and  in 
the  meantime  the  paper  in  which  the 
document  had  appeared  had  como  to 
hand,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  they — 
United  Irtland^hai  the  original  letter 
in  their  possession,  and  ihnt  they  were 
perfectly  ready  to  submit    it    to  any 
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about  you  und  keep  up  ccimmunii^Htioa  Arilh  ' 
them  (tenerally  as  much  sa  possiLile.  I  am 
tilmoat  nshHnied  to  trouble  you  apam  wben  yuu 
are  bo  busy  ;  but  perhaps  on  ifondny  you  vfouU 
allow  me  to  ehow  you  tbe  letter  I  propose  to 
write.  This pramature  reportabout  Dr.  Moran 
will  cause  increaaed  pressure  to  bo  put  on  the 
Pope  and  creata  many  fresb  diSicultiee.  The 
mattermuBt therefore  bemostcarcfullywattbod, 
BO  that  the  atroDK  preaaure  I  can  still  uooimand 
may  bo  used  nt  thn  right  moment,  and  not  too 
soon  or  unncceaaarily  (for  too  much  prosoure  is 
quite  BS  diinfrorouB  an  too  little).  To  effeot  this 
constant  com muai cation  irith  Homo  is  oeccs- 

"  I  am,  doar  Lord  OraDviUo, 
"  Faithfully  yours, 

"Geobob  Ebbwoton." 
He  could  understand  the  hon.  Baronet 
denying  having  written  that  letter;  but 
hov  any  man  could  forget  the  writing 
of  that  letter  certaialy  oscoeded  the 
bounds  of  belief  and  credulity.  The 
only  fact  with  reference  to  the  commu- 
nication which  made  him  duubt  its 
genuineness  was  the  extraordinary  uu- 
guardedness.  levity,  and  cynicism  with 
vbich  it  was  written.  The  bon. Baronet 
was,  ho  thought,  usually  regarded  by 
his  admirers  as  a  model  of  Catholic 
piety.  Tet  here  they  had,  in  bis  own 
handwriting,  a  deliberate  insult  to  His 
Holiness  the  Pope.  It  was  almost  in- 
conceivable that  a  Borious  diplomatist, 
engaged  in  what  were  considered  as 
delicate  negotiations,  should  write  eucb 
a  letter.  Upon  second  thoughts,  bow- 
ever,  be  bad  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
this  was  an  additional  proof  of  the 
genuineness  of  the  letter.  The  secrecy 
upon  the  matter  which  was  maintained 
by  the  late  Government  gave  tbe  hon. 
Baronet  a  most  perfect  sense  of  false 
eecurit/.  It  might,  at  least,  have  been 
justly  supposed  by  liim  that  whatever 
he  might  write  would  nevor  have  been 

ferused  by  the  Popo  or  tbe  people  of 
roland.  The  consequence  was  that 
they  liad  tho  hon.  Baronet,  from  this 
sense  of  srtHirity,  blurting  out  Ina  mind 
in  a  muuner  that  cM-taiuly,  be  thought, 
vroiild  not  induce  him  to  boast  of  bis 
sltill  as  a  diplomatist  in  liome.  He 
would  not  try  to  iiiuke  a  point  of  tbe 
hon.  Baronet's  denial,  that  ho  did  not 
recollect  ever  baviuff  writlen  such  a 
letter.  He  would,  however,  say  that 
be  did  not  manifest  much  skill  as  a 
diplomatist  in  writing  such  a  letter. 
There  was  one  thing  which  might  be 
said  in  its  favour.  There  was  no  mis- 
take as  to  tbe  meaning  of  it.  Tbe 
Mr.  O'Brien 
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;ofitwasthis.  The  hon.  Baronet 
to  inveigle  the  Pope  into  ap- 
pointing the  nominee  of  tbe  late  Go- 
vernment to  the  Archbishopric  of  Dublin. 
The  bon.  Baronet  was  empowered  by  the 
late  Oovernment  to  bold  out  certain 
promises,  certain  considerations  to  tke 
Court  of  Borne ;  and  what  was  worae 
was  that  tbese  consideration  a  and  pro- 
mises had  evidently  not  been  intended 
to  be  performed.  Until  the  Dublin 
Archbishopric  was  decided  he  must  con- 
tinue at  the  Vatican — that  was  to  aaj, 
that  the  Pope  was  to  be  amused,  duped, 
and  kept  in  good  humour,  and  cheated 
with  what  he  would  not  hesitate  to  call 
dishonest  hints,  that  Lord  OranTille 
mightopen  diplomatic  relations  with  the 
Vatican  favouring  Catholicity  in  India 
and  Malta.  When  the  case  with  regard 
to  the  Archbishopric  was  decided  there 
would  bo  very  little  further  care  taken 
as  to  the  humour  which  tbe  Pope 
would  be  in.  Ha  did  not  like  to 
trust  himself  to  express  his  opinion 
about  this  miserable,  unworthy  intrigue 
on  the  part  of  an  English  Minister,  and 
still  more  on  the  part  of  an  English 
Catholic  diplomatist.  One  thing  they 
might  congratulate  themselves  upon, 
and  that  was  that  tbe  diplomacy  broke 
down.  Tbe  whole  thing  seemed  to  be 
similar  to  that  kind  of  brilliant  snocesa 
which  bad  characterized  the  diplomacy 
of  the  late  O-ovemment  in  other  matters. 
The  plot  bad  utterly  failed.  Lord  Oran- 
villa  appeared  to  be  the  only  person  who 
was  in  tbe  least  imposed  upon  by  tbe 
diplomacy  of  the  hon.  BaroDet.  Tbe 
bon.  Baronet,  at  all  events,  got  his 
Baronetcy,  but  Dr.  Moran  did  not  get 
his  Archbishopric.  He  congratidated 
the  bun.  Baronet  upon  having  kept  Lord 
(jranvillo  in  good  humour;  but  tbe  Pope, 
whom  he  sneered  at  in  private  conferencf 
witli  Lord  OranvJIle,  seemed  to  bare 
taken  the  measure  of  the  hon.  Baronet 
in  the  whole  trnusaclion  pretty  trulv. 
He  did  not  know  how  tliis  matter  was 
regarded  by  Engh'sh  public  opiniun  ;  but 
he  rather  suspected,  from  tbe  pains  taken 
by  the  late  Oovernment  to  keep  it  from 
the  public  eye,  that  they  had  an  uneasy 
feeling  that  it  would  not  tend  much  to 
their  credit  among  the  constitueociee  at 
the  next  General  Election.  As  far  ai 
tbe  Irish  people  were  concerned,  they 
regarded  it  as  a  vile  insult  to  the  Papacy. 
as  woU  as  an  i>utrage  upon^thelr  own 
liberty  and  independem 


People,  Iw 

;,Coot;^lc 
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thoiiglit,  must  res-ir*!  witli  liumiliatioa 
and  disgust  the  Bpectaole  iif  the  Eaglish 
admirera  of  Cavour  and  Mazzini  sneak- 
ing over  to  the  Vatican  and  endeavour- 
ing to  get  privileges  in  a  miserable  and 
Maohiavelliaa  manner.  They  would 
appreciate  the  attempt  to  invoke  the 
temporal  power  of  the  Pope  a^^ainst  the 
liberties  nod  nationah'ty  of  the  Iriah 
people.  Ho  ventured  to  Bay  that  after 
the  hon.  Baronet  had  been  heard  the 
House  would  hare  to  admit  that  the 
document  lie  had  read  was  a  perfectly 
genuine  one,  and  that  the  meaning  waa 
perfectly  clear  on  the  face  of  it.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  the  present  Govern- 
ment had  no  course  open  to  them  now 
except  to  publish  every  sprap  of  writing 
which  waa  in  the  Foreign  Office  on  this 
eubject.  If  it  was  possible  to  disprove 
the  disgraceful  inferences  which  must 
be  drawn  from  this  letter,  it  could  only 
be  done  by  the  publication  of  all  the 
Minutes  concerning  the  Miesion  of  the 
hon.  Baronet.  Then,  at  all  events,  the 
English  and  Irish  public  would  be  able 
to  appreciate  both  the  religious  profes- 
sions of  the  hon.  Baronet  and  the  mo- 
rality— the  delicate  political  morality — 
of  the  late  Qovernment,  who  were  so 
horror-stricken  at  the  imaeinary  com- 
pact with  the  Eepreseotativea  of  Ireland, 
and  who  were  now  detected  in  an  attempt 
to  establish  a  secret,  and,  what  was 
worse,  a  dishonest  compact  with  the 
Pope. 

Sra  GEOEGE  EREINGTON :  Be- 
fore I  say  the  few  words  I  have  to  say — 
and  they  will  be  much  more  in  the  form 
of  an  explanation  than  any  contribution 
to  the  debate— I  wished  at  first  to  ast  a 
little  further  information  as  to  how  the 
document  or  letter  that  has  been  alluded 
to  got  into  the  possession  of  the  hoii. 
Member  for  Mallow.  On  second  ihoughfe, 
I  think  any  such  inquiry  would  be  super- 
fluous. One  of  two  things  must  be  ab- 
solutely cortsin.  Either  this  document 
ia  not  genuine— in  that  case  it  must 
have  been  forged — or,  if  it  is  genuine, 
it  can  only  have  been  obtained  by  a 
most  gross  breach  of  the  most  elemen- 
tary laws  of  honesty  and  of  honour.  In 
fact,  Sir,  it  must  have  been  stolen.  I 
refrain  from  charging  the  hon.  Member 
for  Mallow  with  any  direot  complicity 
in  either  one  or  other  of  these  two  alter- 
native transactions.  It  is  enough  for 
me  to  know  this— that  he  is  in  pusst^s- 
sion  of  a  document  so  obtained,   and 


12:14 

that  ho  is  endeavouring  to  use  it  in 
this  House  so  as  to  make  it  impossible 
for  me  to  give  a uy  explanation  whatever 
with  regard  to  it.  I  received  a  few  days 
ago  from  the  hon.  Member  the  following 
note: — 

"  Sir,- 1  beg  lo  fjive  you  notice  that  as  tho 
Farms  of  the  Uousa  prevent  me  from  asking 
you  whather  you  are  the  writer  of  the  letti<r  tu 
I^rd  ('ranville,  published  iu  this  week's  I'liitid 
li-iiand,  I  mean  to  brini;  ths  letter  before  tho 
House  on  the  Appropriation  Bill  on  Manduy, 
so  that  yon  vill  then  have  nn  opportunity  of 
avowing  or  denviog  the  suthonty  of  the 
letter." 

I  must  say  that  on  receiving  this  letter, 
even  from  ths  writer  of  it,  such  a  cita- 
tion as  this  appeared  to  me  quite  pre- 
posterous. My  first  impression  was 
that  not  only  I  should  not  be  called 
upon,  but  should  not  even  have  been 
justified  in  taking  any  notice  whatever 
of  it,  or  incoming  down  herti.  I  thought 
it  should  be  treated,  as  I  always  treat 
such  attacks  coming  from  such  quarters, 
with  the  indifference  and  contempt  they 
deserve.  On  consideration,  however,  1 
felt  if  I  were  absent  I  might  appear 
wanting  in  that  courtesy  and  deference 
which  is  due  to  you,  Sir,  and  the  House 
in  general;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  I 
felt  this — that  there  was  no  place  where 
I  could  more  effectively  appeal  to  the 
best  principles  of  honesty,  honour,  and 
self-respect  than  in  this  House,  and  no 
place  where  any  infraction  of  those 
principles  would  be  more  thoroughly 
condemned.  I  owe  no  duty  to  make 
any  answer  or  affoi-d  any  information 
whatever  to  any  inquirer  or  inquiry  of 
this  sort. 

Mr.  C.iLLAN :  You  owe  it  to  the 
Pope. 

Mr.  8PE.\KEE:  Order,  order! 

Sia  GEORGE  ERRINGTON :  If  I 
were  to  answer  to  the  extent  of  one 
word,  I  should  be  assisting  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mallow  in  the  ultimate  ob- 
ject which  he  has  in  view.  I  should  be 
'n  entering  \ 


a  relftt 


I  to 


the  full  1 


sponsibility  of  which  I  1 
bear  to  all  who  have  the  slightest  claim 
to  call  me  to  account.  Therefore,  taking 
this  view  of  my  posilion  and  responsi- 
bility, I  jirefpr  leaving  such  a  weapon 
as  the  hon.  Member  for  Mallow  says  he 
has  obtained,  and  seeks  to  use,  unheeded 
in  his  hands. 

Mh.  BIGQAK  said,  he  wished  to  call 
attention  to  the  inability  of  the  hoti. 

)Ogle 
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idem  them  capable  of  descending  to 
such  measures  aa  this.  They  bad  all  a 
TecolloctJon  of  the  pamphlets  written  hy 
the  Leader  of  the  late  Government,  who 
had  in  a  moment  of  exceptional  candonr 
condemned  the  Vatican.  What,  there- 
fore, were  they  to  think  of  the  action  of 
the  GoTerameot  in  this  matter?  Ho 
certainly  hoped  that  the  present  GoTsra- 
uld  disclose  the  whole  of  theee 
ne^otiatioas  which  the  document  which 
had  been  read  disclosed.  Se  also  hoped 
that  the  Vatican  and  the  hierarchy  would 
learn  from  this  a  lesson  as  to  the  value 
to  be  attached  to  any  commuaication 
from  a  Whig  Administration.  Certainly 
the  Irish  people  would  not  easily  foi^t 
the  class  of  men  with  whom  they  had 
had  to  deal  in  the  case  of  the  so-called 
Liberal  Administration. 

Royal  Commission  os  the  Dkpbsssion 
OF  Trade  axd  Isdcstet, 

Mr.  AKTHUR  ARNOLD  aaid.  he 
wished  to  put  a  question  to  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  with  regard  to 
the  recent  appointment  of  a  Boyal  Com- 
mission to  inquire  into  the  depression  of 
trade  and  agriculture. 

Sm  PATRICK  O'BRIKN  interposed, 
aod,  reminding  the  Speaker  that  the 
hon.  Member  was  entering  ni>on  a  new 
subject,  asked  whether  it  would  not  be 
for  the  convenience  of  the  House  that 
the  discussion  upon  the  last  topic  should 
be  finished  ? 

Mr.  SPEAK&R  said,  that  the  hoo. 
Member  for  Salford  was  perfectly  in 
Order. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  ARXOLD,  resuming, 
said,  he  desired  to  know  what  were  the 
instructions  which  bad  been  given  to 
the  Commission  ?  There  was  connder- 
abte  doubt  as  to  the  policy  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  as  regarded  the  great 
question  of  free  importation  as  affecting 
the  supply  of  cheap  food  for  the  people. 
Certain  Members  ofthe  Government  had 
taken  part  in  a  movement  that  would 
lead  to  dear  bread,  while  others  were  in 
favour  of  restriclions  upon  the  importa- 
tion of  live  cattle  from  Germany,  which 
would  lead  to  dear  meat.  It  was  most 
unfortunate  that  the  two  Departments 
of  Trade  and  Agriculture  were  in  the 
hands  of  the  two  most  re-actionary  Mem- 
bers of  the  Government — namely,  the 
Duke  of  Richmond  and  the  Chanoellor 
of  tho  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  Uiough  ha 
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Baronet  to  deny  the  specific  cbarfres 
which  had  been  broug'ht  nptiiist  him  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Mallow.  There 
wua  a  literal  document  put  forward  which 
he  had  not  the  manliness  either  to  ac- 
knowledge or  disprove.  Ho  had  no  rea- 
sonable explanation  to  make  for  conduct 
which  was  utterly  indefensible.  His 
whole  action  in  regard  to  tbe  Vatican 
was  of  the  most  reprehensible  character. 
He  had  deliberately  attempted  to  mis- 
lead the  Pope  or  the  advisers  of  tho 
Pope  ;  but  he  was  quite  certain  that  they 
wjuld  not  listen  to  him  for  one  moment. 
He  had  endeavoured  to  influence  parties 
whom  he  believed  might  indirectly  com- 
municate with  the  Pope.  He,  as  a  Ca- 
tholic, certainly  held  that  anyone  who 
would  act  asr  the  hon.  Member  for  Long- 
ford did  acted  moat  improperly  by  that 
Church.  He  contended  that  the  Parlia- 
ment in  this  country,  having  refused  to 
authorize  the  Government  to  send  a 
properly  accredited  Representative  of 
Groat  Britain  to  the  Holy  See,  it  was 
onlytbe  Catholic  Cardinals,  Archbishops, 
and  Bishops  of  England  and  Ireland 
who  had  a  right  to  communicate  with 
the  Vatican  in  reference  to  purely  spiritual 
matters.  He  regarded  the  intriguing  and 
under-handed  action  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment with  the  Holy  See  as  disgraceful, 
and  as  opposed  to  general  English  feel- 
ing; and  he  trusted  that  the  result  of 
the  conduct  of  the  Whig  Party  in  this 
matter  would  be  to  place  them  i 
nority  at  the  next  Genera!  Election.  He 
thought  that  the  present  Government 
were  bound  to  publish,  in  the  form  of 
Blue  Book,  all  the  Correspondence  that 
had  passed  in  relation  to  this  matter  be- 
tween Earl  Granville  and  the  hon.  Ba- 
ronet. 

Mn.  P.  J.  POWER  said,  that  the 
hon.  Baronet  had  virtually  ackuow. 
lodged  having  written  the  document  in 
question  ;  and  it  was  iaturestiug  to  com- 
pare that  circumstance  with  some  of  tbe 
explanations  and  speeches  of  the  late 
Prime  Minister,  wherein  he  conveyed  to 
the  House  that  his  Government  knew 
nothing  of  any  communications  carried 
on  with  the  Vatican.  He  was  not  sur- 
prised, however,  at  now  learning  of  the 
underhand  way  in  which  they  bad  con- 
ducted negotiations  at  Rome.  He  re- 
garded the  action  of  the  Government  in 
this  matter  aa  thoroughly  dishonest. 
l!he  Irish  Members,  much  as  they  con- 
demned the  Whig  Govornmont,  did  not 
Mr.  Biggar 
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did  not  say  timt  sinca  cnminp  into  OfficP 
the  Jfttter  right  li<ni.  Gentloraan  had 
failed  to  carr;  out  the  Beeolution  of  the 
House  on  this  question.  He  was  not 
Burprieed  that  the  Party  at  present  in 
place,  but  not  in  power,  should  seek  to 
refer  the  investigation  of  these  questions 
to  Bojral  CommissionB,  who  were  not 
answerable  to  that  House.  Some  years 
Bgo  a  Boyal  Commission  was  appointed 
by  the  Oovcrament  of  Lord  BeaconS' 
field  to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  agri- 
cultural depression,  and  tliat  Commis- 
aion  cost  the  country  £40,000.  If  it 
irere  intended  to  pursue  the  sameoo 
now,  the  iuvestigation  would  cost  ao 
equal  amount  of  money.  Could  anyone 
say  that  the  Boyal  Commission  on  Agri- 
culture had  attained  one  of  the  main 
purposes  for  which  it  was  appointed! 
It  had  utterly  failed  to  promote  the  in- 
terests  committed  to  its  care ;  and  from 
begianing  to  end  of  the  Report  there  was 
not  one  word  of  reference  to  the  use  of 
the  remarkable  dJEcovery  of  ensilage 
for  the  feeding  of  cattle.  He  had  pressed 
for  the  names  of  the  Gentlemen  to  whom 
this  very  important  inquiry  was  to  be 
trusted,  because,  when  it  was  known  who 
were  to  be  Members  of  the  Commission, 
bon.  Gentlemen  would  be  able  to  form 
a  judgment  as  to  whether  it  was  a  body 
which  was  likely  to  command  the  con- 
fidence of  the  country.  He  was  very 
much  disposed  to  regard  the  issue  of 
this  Boyal  Commission  as  a  quack  re- 
medy. Lately  the  newspapers  had  been 
full  of  announcements  that  persons, 
more  or  less  distinguished,  had  posi* 
tively  declined  to  take  seats  on  this  Com- 
mission ;  and  be  assumed  that  the  re- 
fusals must  have  arisen  from  a  feeling 
in  the  minds  of  those  persons  that  they 
bad  no  adequate  assurance  of  the  policy 
which  Her  Majesty's  Government  in- 
tended to  follow.  Hi;  would  like  to  re- 
mind Her  Majesty's  Government  of  what 
bad  been  said  by  the  two  journal.^  most 
capable  of  expressing  an  opinion  on  the 
Biil'ject  of  the  Commission— namely,  The 
Timet  and  TAe  Eeeiinmiit.  The  Timet  had 
given  it  the  title  of  a  Commission  pou' 
Tire,  while  The  Ecenomitt  remarks — 
'■We  predicted  that  tho  Commission 
would  be  a  failure;  it  is  now  a  fi iieo 
us  well."  L^rd  Iddesloigh  bad  him- 
self expressed  sympathy  with  the  Free 
Trade  policy  of  the  country  ;  but 
in  one  of  bis  speeches  he  admitted 
that— 
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tliiit  there  are  men  in  the 
Conspn-Hlivo  Patty  who,  with  very  great  enargy. 
anil,  1  must  say,  with  very  great  ability  and 
considerable  courage,  hare  argued  the  queation 
from  the  Proteetioniat  point  o(  view," 
although  his  Lordship  added  Ihat — 

"  I  am  not  aware  that  nnyone  haa  put  for- 
ward the  doctrine  of  Protection  otherwise  than 
ae  H  pions  opinion." 

Butnhatever  might  be  the  opinion  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite,  he  was  persuaded 
that  the  great  majority  of  the  people 
regarded  free  imports  as  the  best  secu- 
rity for  the  supply  of  cheap  food ;  and 
the  question  now  was  whether  cheap 
meat  and  cheap  bread  were  to  be  treated 
with  respect  by  the  present  Government  ? 
That  question  would  have  to  be  faced  by 
the  Coaservative  Party  at  tho  approach- 
ing General  Election.  Referring  to 
the  Copyhold  Enfranchisement  Bill, 
which  contained  nothing  of  a  revolu- 
tionary character,  the  bon.  Member  re- 
gretted the  action  of  the  Peers  with  re- 
gard to  it,  and  mentioned  the  circum- 
stance that  Mr.  Nicholson,  who  was 
Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  Middlesex,  and 
also  the  Marquess  of  lr>alisbury's  pri- 
vate solicitor,  sent  out  a  Circular  to  all 
stewards  of  manors  throughout  the 
Kingdom  with  the  view  of  bringing 
about  the  rejection  of  that  important 
measure  by  the  House  of  Lords.  It 
was  impossible,  he  thought,  that  Mr. 
Nicholson  could  have  issued  this  Cir- 
cular unless  he  knew  he  was  acting  in 
a  way  which  would  give  pleasure  to 
the  Prime  Minister.  He  was  very 
much  shocked  the  other  day  to  see 
evidence  of  an  extraordinary  internal 
dissension  in  the  Conservative  Party, 
especially  with  reference  to  the  noble 
Lord  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India. 
[Mr.  W,\UTo:f  r  Oh,  oh!]  Notloogago 
the  noble  Lord,  when  addressing  a  meet- 
ing in  Lancashire,  suggested  tbut  a  tax 
should  be  levied  upon  all  foreign  im- 
ports, and  8aid  that  it  would  be  an  easy 
thins  in  that  way  to  raise  £2o;000.00b 
sterling,  which,  he  proposed,  should  bo 
levoted  to  the  relief  of  the  agricultural 
burdens.  Many  people  in  Lancashire, 
they  read  those  words,  were  of 
opinion  that  the  noble  Lord  had  no  idea 
worthy  of  a  statesman,  because  tbey  saw 
tliat  if  taxation  were  imposed  to  the 
extent  of  £-20,000,000  ou  foreign  im- 
ports that  large  sum  couhl  not  be  raised 
except  by  enormous  taxation  on  the  food 
of  the  people.    The  hon.  and  learned 
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Mpmbor  wi>poaito  cxciaiiiicfl  "  Oli !  " 
^licii  be  prupuseJ  to  allude  ia  passing 
to  the  interaal  disseDsions  of  tlio  Oon- 
(ler native  Party,  He  had  observed 
those  di3sen»ona  with  astoDisIiDient,  for 
the  noble  Lord  appeared  to  be  a  Momber 
of  that  House  who  was  of  a  frank  and 
disiugeuuous  character.  He  remem- 
bered an  expression  used  by  the  lata 
Iiord  Beaconsfield  that  Conservative 
Government  was  organized  hypocrisy 
There  was,  however,  no  Member  on 
the  otiier  side  of  the  House  who  was 
leas  open  to  a  oharge  of  hypocrisy  than 
the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Wood- 
stock. Tho  uoble  Lord  had  given  an 
expIanatioD  with  reference  to  the  Irish 
policy  of  the  Oovernmoot ;  but  an  expla- 
nation was  reallynot  retjuiredfrom  him. 
but  from  the  Lord  Chancellorof  Ireland 
and  from  the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works.  He  should  like  to  know  how 
it  was  possible  for  them,  without  being 
guilty  of  the  charge  of  hypocrisy,  to  join 
a  Uttvernmciit  which  had  come  to  a  dis- 
tinct resolution  on  an  important  point  of 
Irish  policy  before  they  had  had  ao  op- 
portunity of  examining  the  offimal  docu- 
menta  relating  to  the  subject?  Gentle- 
men  opposite  had  profited  by  the  political 
nimbleuesa  of  the  noble  Lord,  and  it 
showed  the  greatest  ingratitude  on  them 
to  turn  round  upon  him.  He 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  smile.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man recently  assured  the  House  that  the 
Government  were  not  going  into  a  line 
of  anbounde<)  gambling. 

The  CHIEF  8E0EETAKY  (Sir 
William  Habt  Dyke),  interposing, 
said,  he  had  never  used  such  an  expres- 

Mr.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD,  while  sc 
cepting  the  repudiation  of  ihe  word^, 
said,  his  ears  must  have  deceived  him  if 
he  did  not  recently  hear  the  right  lion. 
Gentleman  apologise  for  gambliug  ;  but, 
however  that  might  be,  it  was  certain 
that  politicfll  gambling  was  tho  policy 
of  Her  JIajesly's  Government,  and  the 
mass  of  the  people  had  some  fear  of 
^hat  might  happen  during  the  Recess, 
when  there  would  be  no  control  eser- 
ciseable  over  t!io  vagaries  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's present  Advisers. 

Mh.  ELTON  said,  he  desired  to  ex- 
press hia  regret  that  tho  House  of  Lords 
should  not  have  found  time  to  pass 
the  Copyhold  Eaf ranch  isement  Bill, 
which  he  considered,  on  the  whole,  a 
Mr.  Aythui  Arnold 
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good,  sound,  working  r 
regard  to  Mr.  NichoUon, 
had  been  introduced  in  the  discussion, 
night  remark  that  that  gentleman 
had  been  almost  the  only  official  oppo- 
nent of  the  measure  during  the  fonr 
years  it  had  been  before  the  countrj-. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR:  I  am  rather 
surprised  no  Member  of  Her  Majesty's 
late  Government  has  got  up  to  take  part 
in  thedebate raised  bvmyhon. Friend  the 
MemberforMalli)w(Mr.O'Brien).  They 
the  persona  whose  conduct  ia  chiefiy 
called  into  account.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Lon  gf ord  ( 8i  r  George  Errin  gton  )  pi  ays 
in  this  as  insignificant  a  part  as  in  the 
other  affairs  of  political  life.  The  real 
point  at  issue  is  the  attitude  of  Her  Ma- 
JMty's  late  Government  to  the  Court  of 
Rome,  and  to  the  appointments  in  the 
Oathf>lio  Church  in  Ireland.  The  hon. 
Member  for  the  County  of  Longford  was 
sent  to  Eorae  in  order  to  bring  tho  pres- 
sure of  the  Vatican  to  bear  upon  the 
priesthood  of  Ireland.  The  hon.  Ba- 
ronet had  no  ufEcinl  position,  and  yet  be 
was  the  Representative  of  the  late  Go- 
vernment at  the  Vatican.  I  wish  to 
know  whether  the  late  Qovernmeiit  bad 
a  right  to  employ  an  agent,  and,  while 
so  employing  him.  had  a  right  to  deny 
all  responsibility  for  his  actions,  and  to 
give  misleading  answers  in  that  House 
in  reply  to  Uueslions  having  reference 
to  the  connection  that  existed  between 
him  and  them.  Now,  this  Errington 
Mission  dates  from  a  period  long  an- 
terior to  that  from  which  my  hon.  ^iend 
the  Member  for  Mallow  baa  started. 
It  dates  from  the  Chief  Secretaryship 
of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Bradford 
(Mr.  W.  E.  Forster).  As  the  House  is 
aware,  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Brad- 
ford had  a  large  number  of  men  in  pri- 
son without  trial.  He  boasted  himself 
that  be  had  all  the  murderers  in  Ireland 
under  lock  and  key  at  the  very  moment 
when  a  murderous  conspiracy  was  under 
hia  very  feet  and  seeking  his  own  life. 
But  he  found  that  the  more  men  were 
put  in  gaol  the  more  crimes  were  oom- 
mittod;  and  then,  with  characteristiu 
cleverness,  he  arrived  at  this  idea — that 
it  was  the  priesthood  of  Ireland  who 
were  responsible  for  the  crime  of  Ire- 
land. Now,  bo  did  not  think  be  could 
venture  to  imprison  many  of  the  priests 
of  Ireland—he  hod  imprisoned  one,  and 
hi-  shrank  before  the  storm  thus  creattnl. 
Unable  to  exercise  influence  ovi-r  the 
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pricsta  himself,  he  cooceived  the  idea 
tliat  he  voiild  bring  the  prPBsiire  upon 
thorn  of  their  ecctcBi  astir b1  Eiiperiora, 
thus  he  came  to  send  Mr.  Erriugton  to 
Kome.  Now,  Sir,  I  wish  to  make  two 
observations  oa  this  Mission.  First-^ 
I  congratulate  the  hon.  Member  for 
Longford  on  his  acceptance  of  the 
theory  of  the  man  who  sent  him— that 
the  priests  of  Ii-eland  were  the  men 
who  preached  and  incited  to  assassina- 
tion ;  and,  secondly,  I  want  to  ask  what 
is  the  position  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, that  took  the  position  of  calling 
in  the  Pope  to  assist  them  in  ruling  a 
British  Dependency?  I  do  not  desire  to 
make  any  UQcomplimentory  allusion  to 
the  share  of  the  late  Prime  Minister 
(Mr.  Gladstone)  in  this  transaction,  as 
he  is  absent. 

Mr.  CALLAN:  Ha  said  ho  knew 
nothing  about  it. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR :  And,  as  he 
said,  he  had  nothing  1o  do  with  it.  But 
the  muse  of  history  must  have  smiled 
as  ho  recorded  the  fact  that  the  author 
of  Vaticanism  and  the  other  pamphlets 
was  the  very  man  to  appeal  to  the  Vati- 
can to  help  him  in  doing  his  own  work 
of  governing  Ireland.  What  was  the 
main  thesis  of  these  pamphlets.  'W'hat 
was  the  principal  argument  of  these 
brilliant  writings  against  the  Pope  if  it 
were  not  that  he  wns  a  foreign  poten- 
tate interfering  in  the  internal  affairs  of 
other  countries;  and  yet  here  is  the 
author  of  these  same  pamphlets  calling 
on  that  same  potentato  to  intervene  in 
the  relations  between  England  and  Ire- 
land. With  regard  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Longford,  1  join  my  hon.  Friend 
the  hon.  Member  for  Mallow  in  con- 
gratulating him  on  the  success  with 
which  he  has  got  his  part  of  the  bar- 
gain. Ho  has  his  Baronetcy.  I  con- 
fess, Mr.  Speaker,  that  I  am  as  unable 
to  understand  the  type  of  man  who 
yearns  for  a  Baronetcy,  as  I  am  to  un- 
derstand the  type  of  a  man  who  wears 
stays ;  but  as  I  have  credible  informa- 
tion that  there  are  men  who  wear  stays, 
I  accept  the  fact  that  there  are  men  who 
desire  Baronetcies.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
then  has  got  his  Baronetcy  ;  but  if  he  be 
as  zealous  a  supporter  of  the  Catholic 
Church  OS  he  professes  to  be,  I  think  he 
ought  to  have  some  qualms  of  con- 
science as  to  the  price  he  paid  for  it. 
"What  did  ha  represent  himself  to  be  to 
the  Pope?    A  Eepresentatjve  of  Irish 


opinion.  Why,  Sir,  if  he  so  represented 
himself,  did  he  takecavo  to  add  that  the 
last  time  that  he  visited  his  constituency 
he  had  to  run  away  through  the  back- 
door of  bis  hotel?  So  exuberant  and 
excessive  was  the  ODtbusiasm  of  his  con- 
stituents that  he  did  not  dare  to  trust 
bimeelf  to  it  lest  he  should  be  OTer- 
whelmed.  Does  he  not  know  how  that 
while  he  posed  at  Rome  as  a  Representa- 
tive of  Irish  opinion  he  could  not  give 
an  account  of  liia  Mission  on  any  plat- 
form in  the  County  Longford,  with 
which  I  have  some  acquaintance,  with- 
out requiring  a  large  protective  force  ? 
And  what  was  Ma  attitude  to  the  vacant 
Archbisliopric?  One  man  was  pointed 
out  by  the  universal  voice  of  Ireland  for 
his  great  abihlies,  his  spotless  character, 
his  profound  learning,  and,  above  all, 
by  his  known  and  undisguised  sym- 
pathy with  the  national  aspirations  of 
his  own  country  and  his  own  people. 
Suppose  the  hon.  Member  for  Longford 
had  succeeded  in  his  purposes;  suppose 
hft  had  succeeded  in  getting  some  no- 
minee of  his  and  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment appointed;  and  suppose,  further, 
that  this  letter  read  by  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Mallov  had  been  pub- 
lished after  the  appointment,  what  would 
have  been  the  result  ?  Suppose,  after 
the  appointment  of  the  nominee  of  Eng- 
land instead  of  the  nominee  of  Ireland 
this  letter  had  been  published,  showing 
that  the  Holy  See  had  been  cheated, 
cajoled,  humoured,  and  subjected  to 
pressure  from  a  Protestant  Government, 
what  would  have  been  the  result  among 
the  Irish  people  ?  This,  that  they  would 
be  convinced  that  the  foremost  See  in 
their  Church  and  in  their  country  was 
not  the  reward  of  eminent  piety  and 
learning  and  character;    but  was   the 

Erice  of  as  corrupt  a  bargain  as  the 
>west  ward  politician  was  ever  respon- 
sible for.  I  leave  the  hon.  Member  for 
Longford  to  strike  the  nice  balance 
between  his  Baronetcy  and  the  injury 
he  thus  sought  to  inflict  on  a  cause  he 
profecses  to  hold  sacred.  With  regard 
to  the  late  Administration,  I  challenge 
thorn  to  give  some  explanation  of  this 
proceeding.  I  am  not  foobsh  enough, 
however,  to  suppose  they  will  take  up 
the  challenge.  The  other  night  their 
reactionary  Leader  (the  Marquess  of 
Haitington)  gave  to  the  Liberal  Party 
their  try  for  tbe  coming  appeal  to  the 
English  and  Scotch  constituencies.  That 
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cry  was  hatred  and  injustice  to  Ireland 
and  the  Irish  people.  If  the  nohle  Lord 
were  not  a  Whi^,  and  thus  acoustonied 
to  rapid  and  violent  changes  of  opinion, 
and  to  the  treacherous  treatment  of  Ire- 
land, he  might  have  thought  that  the 
Liberal  Party  was  going  in  I880  to  the 
country  on  the  same  anti-Irish  cry  aa 
the  Party  of  Lord  Beacons 6 eld  in  1880. 
I  wonder  the  Liberal  Party  does  not 
adopt  a  "No  Popery"  cry  also.  The 
reason  must  be  that  they  feel  con- 
scious of  the  use  they,  representing  a 
Uiniatry  of  eminent  Protestants,  had 
attempted  to  make  of  the  Pope  and  the 
religious  feelings  of  the  Irish  people. 

Mk.  BOOBD  said,  he  desired  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  case  of 
the  widow  of  the  late  Sergeant  Eance, 
who  had  been  killed  by  the  explosion 
of  a  live  shell  which  was  being  tested 
with  a  peculiarly  sensitive  fuse  at  Sboe- 
buryneas  in  February  last.  The  widow 
had  been  awarded  a  pension  of  only 
£10  13«.  6d.  per  annum,  and  a  gratuity 
of  £41  in  respect  of  her  sis  children. 
He  was  well  aware  that  the  Qovernment 
were  tied  by  hard  and  fast  rules;  but  it 
was  quite  competent  for  them  to  unmake 
the  rules  and  replace  them  by  others. 
About  10  years  ago,  when  a  similar 
explosion  occurred,  the  attention  of  the 
Government  was  called  to  the  rules,  and 
some  relaxation  was  promised  ;  but  no- 
thing had  been  done.  He  would  re- 
mind Her  Majesty's  Oovemmeot  that 
by  the  Treasury  IJinute  the  widow  of 
Sergeant  Hance  was  entitled  to  ten- 
sixtieths  of  her  husband's  pay.  His  pay 
was  3i».  a-week,  and  ten-sixtieths  of  that 
would  be  more  than  tlie  amount  which 
bad  been  granted  her.  He  hoped  that 
the  Qoveinment  would  relax  these  rules, 
and  make  special  provision  for  the  case 
of  men  who  were  engaged  in  excep- 
tionally dangerous  employment.  It 
seemed  absurd  to  award  a  sum  of  3«.  lOrf. 
a-week  to  a  widow  whose  husband  was 
killed  in  the  service  of  the  State. 

Mr.  MOLLOY  said,  he  wished  to 
join  in  the  appeal  which  had  been 
already  made  to  the  Oovernment  to  ap- 
point a  Royal  Commission  to  inquire 
into  the  present  condition  of  interme- 
diate education  in  this  country.  In  Lis 
opinion  the  pledges  which  were  given 
by  a  Liberal  Ministry  at  the  passing  of 
the  Education  Act  with  regard  to  volun- 
tary schools  had  not  liet>u  kppt.  On 
aeverul  occasions  ihe  late  Prime  Minister 


Mr.T.P,  O'Connor 


had  expressed  his  sense  of  the  great 
value  of  voluntary  schools,  and  had 
promised  that  increased  support  shoold 
be  given  to  them.  Not  one  of  the 
pledges  given  on  this  subject  by  a 
Liberal  Government  had  been  kept,  and 
board  schools  supported  from  the  rates 
w^re  now  sharing  in  the  grant  givea 
for  the  purpose  of  voluntary  echools. 
He  submitted  that  the  present  system 
of  education  in  this  country  waa  most 
unfair  and  unjust.  The  board  schools, 
he  might  be  told,  were  open  to  aU. 
That  was  true  in  one  sense  ;  but  it  must 
be  remembered  that  children  in  enter- 
ing those  schools  had  to  give  up  their 
religion,  or,  at  any  rate,  had  to  give  up 
combining  secular  education  with  reli- 
gious education.  Then  he  wished  to 
point  out  that  expenditure  on  education 
was  increasing  enormously.  This  was  a 
matter  which  ought  to  receive  imme- 
diate attention.  With  regard  to  the 
proposition  of  Miss  Helen  Taylor  that 
school  pence  should  be  dispensed  with, 
he  might  remark  that  it  meant  the 
pauperization  of  the  whole  system  of 
public  education  in  this  country,  "ftlie- 
thor  that  was  a  good  thing  or  not  it  was 
for  Parliament  to  consider.  In  his 
opinion  the  proposal  introduced  a  prin- 
ciple of  a  very  dangerous  character. 
Looking  at  the  general  position  of  pnblio 
education  in  this  country  he  thought  he 
was  perfectly  justified  in  asking  that  a 
Soyal  Commission  should  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  it. 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  o?  the 
COUNCIL  (Mr.  E.  Stashope)  said,  that 
the  hon.  Member  had  supported  an  ap- 
peal which  had  been  made  on  the 
Ministerial  side  of  the  House  to  the  Qo- 
vernment to  appoint  a  Royal  Commis- 
sion to  inquire  into  the  working  of  the 
Education  Act.  He  could  not  disguise 
from  himself  the  fact  that  this  question 
was  regarded  with  great  interest  in  the 
countrj' ;  and  he  might  say  that  the  Go- 
vernment had  the  greatest  possible  sym- 
pathy with  the  hon.  Member,  and  with 
the  object  he  had  at  heart.  Although 
he  could  not  say  that  the  Government 
saw  the  necessity  of  appointing  a  Royal 
Commission  to  inquire  into  that  qaes- 
tion,  yet  the  subject  in  all  its  aspects 
would  receive  their  most  careful  and 
fairest  attention  ;  and  if  they  found  that 
their  information  in  regard  to  it  was  in- 
sufRcient,  they  would  not  strupln  to  take 
the  ordinary  uourse  which  ought  to  Im 
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taken  la  those  caaea,  and  to  ask  for  the 
asBietanceof  a  Commission. 

Mr.  M'OOAX  aaiJ,  he  rose  to  com- 
plain of  the  manner  in  which  the  Attor- 
ney General  for  Ireland  and  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  had 
answered  (Questions  which  he  had  re 
cently  put  in  the  House  in  regard  to  thi 
non-execution  of  a  warrant  to  enforce 
payment  of  the  fine  of  £500  inflicted  by 
the  Irish  Court  of  Queen's  Sench  upon 
the  hon.  Member  for  Mallow  (Mr. 
O'Brien). 

Mr.  BIQGAR  rose  to  Order,  and  ob- 
served that  thehon.  Memberfor  Wicklow 
had  already  spoken  in  that  debate. 

Mr.  speaker  pointed  out  that 
the  hon.  Member  for  Wicklow'e  pre- 
vious speech  was  made  on  the  Amend- 

Mr,  M'OOAN,  continuing,  remarked 
that  while  he  quite  recognized  the  fact 
that  if  a  Minister  of  the  Crown  thought 
that  to  answer  a  particular  Question  put 
to  bim  would  prejudice  the  public  in- 
terests he  might,  in  the  exercise  of  his 
discretion,  refuse  to  reply  to  it,  yet  he 
held  that  it  was  duo  both  to  the  whole 
Houee  and  to  anv  independent  Member 
of  it  who  asked!  a  Question  that  he 
should  be  treated  with  some  respect. 
He  was  not  there  to  whitewash  the 
Members  of  the  late  Government ;  but 
if  the  e:i-Attomey  General  for  Ireland 
or  the  ex-Ciuef  Secretary  had  failed  to 
do  their  duty  in  respect  to  the  execution 
of  that  warrant,  that  was  no  reason  why 
their  successors  should  also  neglect 
theirs.     He  absolutely  disclaimed  all 

Eersonal  animus  in  this  matter ;  but  he 
eld  that  the  editor  of  an  influential 
Nationalist  journal  ought  not  to  have 
been  suffered  to  soap  his  finears  at  the 
law,  either  by  the  late  or  the  present 
Government,  and  that  such  warrants  as 
that  against  the  hon.  Member  for  Mallow 
Aould  be  executed  without  favour  or 
affection,  or  regard  to  Party  considera- 
tions of  any  kind.  Instead,  however, 
of  receiving  a  civil  answer  to  his  Ques- 
tions on  the  subject,  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary had  presumed  to  reply  with  a  snub, 
which,  however,  being  undeserved,  re- 
coiled on  the  head  of  the  Minister  who 
had  so  far  forgotten  his  duty   to   the 

Mr.NEWDEGATE  said,  ha  desired" 
to  express  his  gratitude  to  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  for  appointing  » 
Commission  to  inquire  into  the  depres- 
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long  series  of  years  since  an  impartial 
inquiry  had  been  made  into  the  condi- 
tion of  the  trade  and  agriculture  of  the 
country;  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
Salford  (Mr.  Arnold)  seemed  to  have 
pointed  him  (Mr.  Newdegate)  out  as 
one  who  desired  an  inquiry  into  the 
state  of  agriculture,  and  not  that  of 
trade.  Now,  seeing  that  he  had  not 
taken  part  in  the  debate  on  the  subject, 
that  seemed  lo  be  rather  an  unfair  at- 
tack. He  was  under  a  deep  impression 
that  the  system  of  free  imports,  to  which 
this  country  had  so  strictly  adhered,  had 
placed  her  in  such  a  poeition  tlint  other 
countries  found  that  we  had  nothing  to 
exchange  for  any  advantages  which 
they  might  offer.  That  was  the  case 
alike  with  Germany,  France,  and  the 
United  States  of  America.  Well,  he 
humbly  conceived  that  that  was  a 
foolish  position  for  any  great  commer* 
cial  country  to  occupy.  We  were  in- 
capable of  dealing  with  other  nations, 
because  we  had  nothing  to  offer  them. 
We  were  precluded  from  doing  so  by 
our  own  action  ;  and  he  trusted  that  the 
Conunission  would  be  composed  of  un- 
prejudiced and  impartial  men,  who 
would  look  upon  this  great  national 
question  in  a  spirit  of  perfect  impar- 
tiality. He  confessed  that  he  was  sur- 
prised at  the  bon.  Memberfor  Salford 
overlooking  the  question  of  the  state  of 
trade  entirely.  The  hon.  Member  was 
the  Sepresontative  of  a  large  manufac- 
turing town  ;  and  he  (Mr.  Newdegate) 
represented  a  large  and  populous 
manufacturing  and  agricultural  county, 
where,duringtholaet  seven  or  eig  bt  years, 
the  depression  was  almost  unexampled. 
He  held,  therefore,  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  were  right  in  using  the 
power  of  the  Crown  to  inquire  into  the 
circumstances  which  had  characterized 
that  depression.  That  opinion  he  had 
long  entertained ;  and  he  could  not 
forget  that,  throughout  the  whole  agi- 
tation in  favour  of  establishing  the  sys- 
tem of  free  imports,  its  advocates  had 
maintained  that  our  example  would 
lead  to  reciprocity  on  the  part  of  foreign 
nations.  That  prediction  had  not  been 
fulfilled ;  and  he  thought  it  time  that 
the  Government  of  this  country  should 
now  take  measures  to  inquire  why  the 
trade  and  agriculture  of  the  country 
should  Iiave  been  for  so  long  a  period 
state  of  depression. 
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Sir  PATRICK  O'BEIEN :  I  think  I  j  to  the  many  things  he  haa  done  in  Eng- 
am  entitled  to  eay  a  word  or  ttro  upon  land  to  render  himself  diRtingnisbed  by 
the  ]'>rington  Mission,  on  the  ground  apeaking.  I  forget  the  esact  time — it 
that  since  any  relative  of  mine  has  been  was.  I  think,  some  30  or  40  years  ago — 
bnowu  in  Ireland  they  were  either  Pagan  thatLordEgliotonpreventedadiplomatic 
or  Catholic.  During  the  present  debate  arrangemout  with  the  Holy  See  when 
we  have  heard  several  Gentlemen  who  the  question  was  presented  to  the  Legio- 
ought  to  be  in  white  sheets,  with  candles  lature,  although  it  occurred  to  me  at 
before  them,  repenting  their  past  life,  the  time  that  such  an  arrangement 
instead  of  teaching  men  of  their  persua-  would  conduce  to  the  interests  of  peace 
eion  the  lives  they  ought  to  pursue.  I  — a  course  I  was  surprised  at,  seeing 
speak  of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  that  Independents,  Baptists,  and  other 
for  Longford,  because,  coming  Election  Nonconformists  outnumbered  Koman 
or  no  Election,  the  man  is  not  worth  his  .  Catholics  in  the  House — and  know- 
salt  that  does  not  stand  up  for  bis  friend  ing  the  High  Church  tendencies  of  the 
when  his  friend  is  subjected  to  bitter  cH-  Conservative  Party  I  did  not  expect 
ticism.  May  I,  as  an  older  Member  than  j  such  a  proceeding  from  Lord  Eglinton, 
he,  offer  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  |  who  was  one  of  their  number.  But  at  the 
Longford  my  opinion  that  he  would  have 
done  better  if,  instead  of  making  as  be 
had  a  neat  speech,  he  had  contented  him- 
self with  saying  two  things — "If  this 
letter  is  a  forgery,  e<Edet  queilio.  If  it  is 
a  robbery,  in  the  House  of  Oummons 
I  decline  to  notice  it."  Hon.  Qentle- 
men  have  made  statements  here  as  to 
what  they  owe  to  the  Whigs,  and  what 
they  have  lest  for  them,  and  what  they 
owe  to  hon.  Gentlemen  to  whom  they  are 
at  present  allied.  Should  I  he  out  of 
Order  in  asking  whether  two  of  the 
persons  that  supported,  at  the  Court  of 
Home,  the  appointment  of  the  learned. 
able,  honest,  and  pious  ecclesiastic,  re- 
vered by  the  Irish  people,  were  not  the 
right  hon.  Members  for  Chelsea  and 
Birmingham  ?  Were  I  bom  in  the  days 
years  ago,  when  the  great  question  of 
veto  was  presented  to  the  Irish  people, 
I  would  be  here,  like  O'Coonell  of  that 
day,  the  antagonist  of  that  veto.  But 
what  are  hon.  Gentlemen  of  the  Irish 
Party  to  do  with  their  new  faith  newly 
created,  which  was  created  from  Pro- 
testantism or  from  Agnosticism,  and  tbe 
newspapers  connected  with  it,  making 
it  necessary  here,  as  a  political  arrange- 
ment, to  drag  through  the  mud  a  great 
faith,  that  will  live  when  they  are  dead, 

and  when,  Ood  knows,  they  will  be  for- 1  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
gotten.  Sir,  I  see  a  noble  Lord  here  I  General  for  Ireland,  and  kissed  upon 
to-day  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill],  and  \  both  cheeks,  and  asked  to  assault  those 
before  this  debate  closes  it  may  be  well  damned  Whigs.  [  Criet  of  "  Order !  " 
that  one  who  properly  is  looked  upon  as  ■  of*d  ''  Withdraw!"]  Very  well,  I  will 
the  Leader  of  a  great  Party,  because  he  ,  withhold  that  observation  in  considera- 
has  asserted  himself,  and  sat  upon  those  tion  of  tho  feelings  of  hon.  Gentlemen. 
who  are  nominally  believed  to  be  the  Mr.  SPEAKER,  interrupting,  said. 
Conservative  Party — this  thorough  De-  \  that  the  hon.  Member  was  transgressing 
mocrat— it  may  be  well  for  I)im  to  add  '  the  latitude  of  speech  aUowed  even  ou 


present  time  we  may  hope  that  the  noble 
Lord  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill)  may 
reverse  the  action  pursued  by  Lord 
Eglinton.  He,  a  member  of  a  ducal 
family  who,  in  former  days,  were  rather 
doubtful  in  their  politics!  To-day  they 
were  followers  of  William,  the  day  be- 
fore they  were  followers  of  James.  They 
have  pursued  their  way  not  alone  by 
means  of  the  men  of  their  families. 
They  had  a  man  who  could  conquer  on 
the  Continent,  and  whoso  name  was  a 
song  to  frighten  children  in  the  arms 
of  their  nursemaids;  but  then  there  woe 
in  England  a  woman  who  was  of  service. 
The  Sarah  of  former  days  has  passed 
away ;  but  may  there  not  be  in  the  pre- 
sent time  a  great  feminine  desdendant 
of  the  great  dukedom  of  Marlborougb, 
competent  to  occupy  Sarah's  vacant 
Throne?  I  am  speaking  in  this 
way  of  one  who  js  endeared  to  bis 
friends.  Why,  I  can  see  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary  with  an 
affectionate  look  upon  his  face  such  as  I 
have  never  seen  upon  it  before.  There 
is  not  a  man  who  has  an  eye  in  his  head 
who  does  not  know  that  tbe  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  represents  United  Ireland  end 
tbe  town  of  Mallow  in  this  House  has 
been  caught  hold  of  by  the  right  hon. 
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the  Approprifllion  Bill.  He  muat  ask 
him  to  confine  his  obserratioDa  to  the 
Question  before  the  House. 

SiE  PATRICK  O'BEIEN:  In  de- 
ference to  the  ruling  of  the  Chair,  I 
Till  content  rnvself  with  aajing  that  I 
think  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Longford  Tvould  be  warranted  in  sajing 
that,  before  he  answered  any  attack 
made  upon  him  with  reference  to  docu- 
ments which  have  appeared  i a  the  Press, 
the  waj  in  which  those  papers  got  into 
the  hands  of  those  who  have  used  them 
should  be  es plained. 

Colonel  NOLAN  said,  he  visbed  to 
call  attention  to  the  necessity  of  ad- 
vancing more  public  money  for  harbour 
purposes,  and  to  the  sources  from  which 
£60,000  or  £70,000  could  be  obtained. 
He  would  suggest  that  the  £8,000  a- 
jear  given  to  Irish  harbours  which  was 
discontinued  since  the  passing  of  the 
Piers  and  Harbours  Act,  should  be  again 
given  for  that  purpose. 

Ub.  J.  Q.  TALBOT  said,  be  wished 
to  emphasize  what  had  been  said  by  the 
hoD.  Member  for  King's  Count;  (Mr. 
Molloy)  in  his  interesting  speech  upon 
the  condition  of  the  voluntary  schools 
of  the  country.  He  rejoiced  at  the  en- 
couragement already  given  to  the  sup- 
firters  of  those  schools  by  his  right  hon. 
riend  the  Vice  President  of  the  Coun- 
cil. But  he  hoped  he  would  go  a  little 
further.  Voluntary  schools  carried  on 
their  work  without  expense  to  the  rate- 
payers, and  he  thought  that  there  was 
excellent  ground  for  the  suggested  in- 
quiry. The  School  Board  had  been 
reckless  in  its  expenditure ;  there  was 
more  than  a  suspicion  of  over-pressure 
upon  teachers  and  scholars;  and  be 
would,  therefore,  once  more  urge  upon 
the  Government  the  neoessity  of  con- 
sidering the  whole  question,  and,  if  need 
be,  appointing  a  Boyal  Commission.  He 
was  sure  that  if  bis  right  hon.  Friend 
could  see  his  way  to  appoint  a  Boyal 
Commission,  much  good  would  come 
of  it. 

Mb.  LTULPH  STANLEY  wished 
to  tell  the  Tice  President  of  the  Council, 
as  he  had  introduced  that  question,  that 
it  would  not  be  wise  for  the  friends  of 
the  denominational  system  to  re-open 
the  compromise.  If  they  did  rO'Open 
the  matter,  he  could  promise  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  they  were  in  danger 
of  losing  the  support  of  the  friends  of 
sectarian  education  which  they  now  en-  | 
VOL.   CCC.      [Trinti:   aEniEs.] 
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joyed,  and  further  demands  would  be 
made  in  the  direiition  of  popular  and 
elective  control.  It  was  not  fit  that  aa 
avowedly  stop-gap  Government  should 
go  to  the  expense  of  appointing  a  Koyal 
Commission,  when  they  would  have  to 
go  hat  in  hand  all  over  the  country  to 
get  decent  men  to  compose  it,  or  that 
they  should  prejudge  great  and  im- 
portant questions  of  this  kind  as  tliey 
had  done —questions  which  would  have 
to  be  decided  by  the  great  masses  now 
enfranchised. 

Mr.  morgan  LLOYD  said,  he 
hoped  that  before  Parliament  was  pro- 
rogued the  Government  would  say  what 
they  intended  to  do  with  regard  to 
Aberystwiih  College. 

Ma.  CALLAN  said,  that  he  had  in- 
tended to  refor  at  some  length  to  a 
matter  of  considerable  importance  ;  but 
he  thought  that  at  that  hour  (5.35  p.u.) 
it  would  better  suit  the  convenience  of 
the  House  if  he  postponed  bis  romarka 
until  another  occasion,  as  he  had  no 
desire  to  prevent  the  Appropriation  Bill 
being  read  a  tfaird  time. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  aaipaaed. 

UNIVERSITIES  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

ITAi   Lord    Adioeate,    Sicrelory    Sir    William 

SarcouTt,  Mr.  Solicitor  Getural  for  Seotland.) 

[bill    11.5.]        SECOSD    BEADIXO. 

BILL  WITH  DBA  W!(. 

The  SECHETAHY  of  STATE  eoA 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  {Sir  E. 
AssiiETON  Cboss],  in  moving  that  the 
Order  for  the  second  readingoftheBill be 
diacba^ed,  said,  be  regretted  very  much 
that  a  Bill  which  he  believed  would  have 
been  of  great  use,  and  which  was  very 
much  wanted  in  Scotland,  should  not 
have  been  allowed  to  pass.  So  far  as  he 
could  learn,  public  opinion  in  Scotland 
was  very  much  in  favour  of  this  Bill, 
and  the  persons  who  were  opposed  to  it 
were  small  in  number,  and  were  be- 
coming smaller  and  smaller.  He,  there- 
fore, regretted  that  hon.  Membersoppo- 
site  had  pushed  their  objections  to  the 
Bill  in  the  way  they  had.  At  that 
time  of  the  Session,  it  was  quite  impos- 
sible that  they  could  force  the  Bill 
through,  an^  on  the  shoulders  of  those 
hon.  Members  who  opposed  it  must 
fall  the  responsibility  for  its  abandon- 
ment. 

i  S  I .,  Cookie 
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Jfotion  made,  and  Question,  "That 
the  Order  for  the  Second  Readinf;  be 
read  and  discharged," — {Sir  B.  Ati/uton 
OoM,)— put,  and  offrted  to. 

Bill  withdraun. 

POLICE  ENFBAKCEISEUENT  EXTEN- 
SION BILL.— [Bill  219.] 
(Mr.  CoUridgt  Semard,  Sir  ffenrg  StttciH. 
Jthttmn,  Sir  Btnry  Sruiamend  Wolf,  Mr. 
Cowen,  Lard  Claud  John  EamiUen,  Mr.  Reberi 
FmvUr,  Mr.  Stid,  Mr.  Soiildiicarlh,  Mr. 
Oiorgt  Elliot.) 

COMUITTBE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  Mr.  Speaker  do  notr  leave  the 
Chair." 

Mr.  morgan  LLOYD  eaid,  _. 
begged  to  move  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate,  on  the  ground  that  the  Bill 
could  not  be  fairly  discussed  at  that 
period  of  the  Session. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." 
— {Mr.  Morgan  Lloyd.) 

Sib  henry  JAMES  said,  be  was 
unwilling  to  talk  the  Bill  out.  But  as 
the  Motion  for  Adjournment  had  been 
made,  and  only  one  minute  of  time 
remaining,  it  was  useless  to  take  a 
division.  He  must,  however,  remind 
the  House  that  when  this  matter  was 
under  discussion  on  a  former  occasion, 
it  was  felt  that  the  police,  in  times 
of  excitement,  ought  not  to  have  poli- 
tical power,  and  the  Houas  resolved 
unanimously  that  they  should  not  have 
it.  On  that  ground  alone  be  thought 
that  an  opportunity  for  discussing  the 
Bill  should  be  given. 

It  being  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before 
Sii  of  the  clock,  the  Debate  stood  ad- 
journed till  To-morrow. 


HOUSE     OF     LORDS, 
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Telegraph  Cables  [48  k  49  Fitt.  c.  49]; 
Medical  Relief  DisqaoiiGcation  Bemoval  [48 
&  49  Viet.  c.  46]  ;  Bankruptcy  (Office  Ac- 
commodation) [48  &  49  Vifl.  c.  47] ;  Public 
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«(No.  2) 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PHO- 

YTSIONAL  ORDERS  BILL.— (No.  170.) 

(TAt  Xarjufi  of  Watrrjord.) 

COUIUTTEB. 

House  in  Committee    faccordiniF  to 

Order). 

LoBD  ELPHINSTONE,  in  rising  to 
move  an  Amendment,  to  the  effect  that 
the  smaller  towns  which  the  Dublin  Oat- 
poration  "Waterworks  supplied  should 
receive  a  supply  of  25  gallons  per  head 
of  the  population  per  day,  instead  of  SO 

Sallons  as  at  present,  said,  that,  before 
oing  so,  be  wished  to  explain  why  he, 
as  Chairman  of  the  Select  Committee  to 
which  the  Bill  was  referred,  should  ask 
their  Lordships  to  accept  an  Amendment 
which  that  Committee  threw  out.  The 
facts  were  these.  The  Dublin  Corpora- 
tion Waterworks  supplied  several  smaller 
towns  situated  between  that  City  and  the 
sources  of  the  supply.  The  smaller  towns 
were  supplied  under  separate  and  Local 
Acts,  all  of  which  were  similar  in  cha- 
racter. Thoy  enacted  that  each  centre 
of  population  should  be  supplied  with 
20  gallons  of  water  per  head  per  day; 
and  that  if  any  additional  quantity  were 
supplied  a  rate  should  be  levied  on  th« 
rateable  value  of  the  several  towns. 
Some  of  these  towns  were  favonrita 
watering  places.  All  of  them  were  b»- 
coming,  year  by  year,  places  of  greatw 
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resort,  and  their  popuUtioD  wu  amiiiaUj 
increaaing.  The  Dublin  Corporation 
stated  they  had  difficultyin  ascertaining 
the  extent  to  which  the  population  in- 
creased, and  what  additional  quantity 
of  water  was  required,  and  this  Provi- 
viaional  Orders  Bill  was  intended  to 
obviate  that  difficulty.  It  was  shown  to 
the  Oommittee  that  while  the  supply  to 
the  smaller  towns  was  limited  to  30 
gallons  per  head  daily,  the  consumption 
of  water  by  the  population  of  Dublin 
was  3S  gallons.  It  was  true  that  the 
smaller  towns  might  obtain  additional 
water  ;  but  all  in  exoess  of  the  20  gal- 
lons was  charged  for  as  aaaessed  water. 
Thore  was  no  question  as  to  the  amount 
of  water  available,  for  the  supply  was 
greater  than  the  demand.  At  any  rate, 
for  the  greater  portion  of  the  year  the 
water  ran  to  waste  to  the  extent  of 
2,000,000  gallons  daily.  It  was  also 
shown  to  the  Committee  that  there  was 
every  reason  to  hope  that  the  Corpora- 
tion debt  would  be  paid  off  early  in  the 
next  century,  and  when  the  witness  who 
used  the  expression  was  questioned 
about  it,  he  said  the  debt  would  be 
cleared  off  within  20  or  25  years.  The 
Committee  sat  for  five  hours  one  day, 
and  seven  hours  the  next  day.  They 
list«ned  to  every  argument  advanced  by 
counsel  and  against  the  Bill.  Very  few 
Committees  had  paid  more  attention  to 
a  Bill  dion  was  paid  to  this.  The  Com- 
mittoe  decided  unanimously  to  pass  the 
Bill  as  it  stood,  and  to  insert  a  clause  to 
provide  that  the  supply  of  water  to  the 
smaller  towns  should  be  25  gallons  per 
head  per  day,  instead  of  20  gallons,  as 
heretofore.  It  was  only  fair  to  say  that 
one  noble  Lord,  a  Member  of  the  Com- 
mittee, had  demurred  ;  but  he  had  not 
objected  to  the  granting  of  the  excess 
water.    He  was  prepared  to  grant  25 

S;allons  in  lieu  of  20  gallons ;  but  be 
aresaw  certain  difBcuIties  in  giving 
effect  to  the  Besolution  of  the  Commit- 
tee. However,  the  noble  Lord  had  not 
pressed  his  objection,  and  the  Commit- 
tee came  to  the  conclusion  stated  unani- 
mously. The  effect  of  that  decision 
would  have  been  that  Dublin  would 
have  obtained  what  it  asked  for — that 
was  to  say,  tbev  would  have  been  able 
to  estiinato  the  population  of  the  small 
towns;  whilst  the  position  of  the  small 
towns  would  have  been  improved,  as  they 
would  get  what  they  desired — a  larger 
aUowanco  of    water.     The  Committee 


felt  that  it  was  a  compromise — indeed, 

they  bad  every  reason  to  believe  it  was 
a  compromise — whiuh  might  be,  and 
they  thought  would  have  been,  gladly 
accepted  by  all  parties.  It  injured  no 
one.  There  was  no  want  of  water,  and, 
as  he  had  said,  within  a  measurable  dis- 
tance of  time  there  was  every  reason  to 
hope  that  the  Corporation  debt  would 
be  paid  off.  The  Committee,  therefore, 
instructed  counsel  to  draw  up  a  clause 
giving  effect  to  these  decisions.  After 
the  clause  was  drawn  up,  not  one  could 
be  prepared  which  seemed  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  opposing  parties.  Three- 
quarters  of  an  hour  was  spent  in  a  vain 
endeavour  to  draw  up  a  clause,  and  the 
Committee  then  had  to  clear  the  Com- 
mittee Room.  The  noble  Lord  (Lord 
Carlingford),  who  was  now  abroad,  but 
who  had  been  a  Member  of  the  Com- 
mittee, had  suggested  that  the  proposed 
clause  should  not  be  inserted,  and  after 
some  consultation  the  Committee  di- 
vided, with  the  result  that  the  noblo 
Duke  (the  Duke  of  Marlborough)  and 
himself  (Lord  Etpbinstone)  were  left 
in  a  minority  of  two  to  three.  The  Bill 
was  therefore  left  in  the  same  position 
in  which  it  had  come  before  the  Com- 
mittee. Since  then  he  had  received  a 
communication  from  the  noble  Lord  (Lord 
TruroJ,  saying  he  was  quite  prepared  to 
restore  the  clause  as  the  Committee  ori- 
ginally proposed  it ;  and  he  had  also  re- 
ceived a  eimilar  assent  from  another 
noble  Lord  who  was  a  Member  of  the 
Committee.  Under  those  circumstances, 
he  came  before  the  House  hacked  by 
the  originally  unanimous  decision  of  the 
Committee,  and  by  the  fact  that  four 
noble  Lords  had  expressed  their  wish 
that  the  clause  might  bo  restored.  The 
noble  Lord  to  whom  he  had  referred  as 
having  any  doubt  in  tho  matter  had  not 
been  unfavourable  to  the  increased  grant 
of  water,  and  therefore  he  (Lord  Elpbin- 
stone)  had  tho  honour  to  move  the  fol- 
lowing clause  of  which  he  had  given 
Notice,  and  which  he  hoped  their  Lord- 
ships would  accept. 

Moved,  after  Clause  2,  to  insert  the 
following  Clause : — 

"For  the  purposes  of  the  eighth  saction  of 
the  Dublin  Corporation  Waterworks  and  Firs 
flrigado  Provisional  Order,  3674,  and  of  tie 
Orders  hereby  coaQrmed,  the  statntable  or  coa> 
tract  nllowajice  of  water  U>  the  townships  men- 
tioned in  that  section  shall  be  deemed  to  ba 
twenty-live  gallons  per  head  per  day,  instead 
of  twuiity  (piUuus  pel  head  per  day,  as  [iruvidud 
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'by  the  Acts  in  that  section  mentiooed  relatine 
to  those  towndiips  raspectisely,  and  the  eiiid 
Orders  and  Acts  shall  be  read  and  have  effeot 
accordingly."— (rA«  Lord  Elphinttone.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  said 
Clause  be  there  inserted." 

The  MiEauEsa  of  WATERFOED 
soid,  he  wae  informed  that  the  Local 
OoTernment  Board  could  not  agree  to 
the  Amendment  which  hie  noble  Friend 
FLord  Elphinstone)  had  jiiet  now  moved. 
He  (the  Marquess  of  Waterford)  had 
been  astonished  to  hear  the  statement 
the  noble  Lord  had  made,  because  the 
noble  Lord  had  led  their  Lordships  to 
understand  that  the  Committee  had 
unanimDusly  placed  in  the  Bill  a  clause 
giving  So  ^loDS  a-daj'  per  head  to  the 
townships.  But  exactly  the  reverse  was 
the  case.  The  Committee  had  thrown 
out  the  clause— they  would  not  adopt  it. 
It  was  ao  stated  on  the  Minutes.  They 
had  now,  according  to  the  noble  Lord, 
thought  better  of  that  action ;  but  cer- 
tainly the  Bill  had  been  reported  to  their 
Lordships  without  Amendment.  There 
was  no  Amendment  of  the  eort  appear- 
ing in  the  Bill ;  and,  in  addition  to  that, 
in  the  Minutes  passed  by  the  Committee 
there  was  a.  remark  by  the  noble  Chair- 
man (Lord  Elphinstone)  himself,  in 
which  ha  said  that  some  of  the  Commit- 
tee had  been  anxious  to  put  the  five  gal- 
lons extra  per  head  per  day  for  the  town- 
ships in  the  Bill,  but  that,  as  it  was 
contested,  they  could  not  do  so.  There 
were  several  objections  in  the  way,  and, 
therefore,  they  could  not  carry  it  out. 
The  proposal  now  renewed  bad  bean 
several  times  inquired  into.  It  had  been, 
in  the  first  place,  very  carefully  consi- 
dered by  the  Irish  Local  Government 
Board,  who  had  heard  an  immense 
amount  of  evidence  upon  it.  It  was 
then  fought  in  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench  in  Dublin,  which  decided  in 
favour  of  the  Corporation,  allowing  the 
Provisional  Order  to  stand.  The  matter 
then  went  up  to  the  Court  of  Appeal  in 
Ireland,  and  upon  that  occasion  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  be  (the  Marquess  of  Water- 
ford)  was  informed,  spoke  very  strongly 
upon  it  in  favour  of  the  Provisional 
Order.  That  Order  was  a  most  ample 
one  and  a  moat  fair  one,  and  he  asked 
their  Lordships  not  to  accept  the  Amend- 
ment. In  the  original  Act  the  water 
supply  was  limited  in  all  the  towns  that 
had  been  referred  to  to  20  gallons  per 
head  per  day  ;  ond  it  was  arranged  that 


any  increased  quantity  should  depend 
upon  the  increase  of  the  population.  It 
was  found  difficult  to  estimate  the  popu- 
lation ;  and  the  Corporation  went  to  the 
Local  Oovemment  Board  to  get  a  Pro- 
visional Order  which  should  help  them 
on  this  point,  The  arrangement  come 
to  was  that  they  should  take  the  Census 
of  1681,  and  add  for  each  subsequeot 
year  one-tenth  of  the  increase  that  took 
place  between  the  years  1671  and  1881. 
If  now  the  House  accepted  the  Amend- 
ment, they  would  upset  every  Local  Act 
which  these  townships  had  obtained. 
They  entered  into  a  bargain  to  pay  Ai. 
in  the  pound  for  a  supply  of  20  gallons 
of  water  in  the  day.  And,  now,  when 
the  Corporation  asked  that  the  popula- 
tion should  be  defined,  the  townships 
put  in  a  claim  of  five  gallons  per  head 
per  day  more.  There  were  nine  town- 
ships, of  which  four  only  opposed  this 
Provisional  Order  —  Kingstown,  Bray, 
Blackrock,  and  Clontarf.  In  Dublin, 
the  water  rate  wae  U.  Zi.  in  the  pound. 
In  the  townships,  for  20  gallons  a-day,  it 
waa  4i. ;  and  now  the  townships  wished 
to  continue  to  pay  4rf.,  but  to  receive  25 
gallons.  That  would  be  to  repeal  the 
Local  Acts,  without  any  notice  whatever 
having  been  given  of  such  an  intention. 
The  passing  of  the  Amendment  would 
occasion  the  Dublin  Corporation  enor- 
mous expenditure  in  order  to  enlarge 
their  works.  The  noble  Lord  had  pointed 
out  that  the  population  was  increasing 
in  the  towns.  He  wan  sure  their  Lord- 
ships would  be  pleased  to  hear  it;  but 
that  fact  was  all  iu  favour  of  the  town- 
ships, and  was  no  reason  why  they 
should  have  more  water  per  head  for 
the  present  price.  They  could  have  as 
much  more  as  they  liked  on  the  aaeeas- 
ment  of  2^d.  per  1,000  gallons.  He 
hoped  their  Lordships  would  not  accept 
this  Amendment,  which  had  been  sprung 
upon  the  Corporation  at  the  last  mo- 
ment. 

The  Duke  of  MARLBOEOUGH 
said,  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  this 
question  was  one  of  considerable  import- 
ance. He  had  not  had  much  experience 
of  Committees  in  this  House;  but  ha 
had  been  a  Member  of  the  Committee 
which  had  sat  to  consider  the  question. 
They  had  come  unanimously  to  a  certain 
decision- namely,  that  the  supply  of 
water  should  be  increased  to  25  gallons 
per  head,  and  that  that  should  be  a 
condition  on  which  the  Provisional  Order 
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should  l>e  passed.  That  having  been 
tbe  dedsioQ  of  the  Committee,  it  bo- 
came  a  queatioD  as  to  bow  tbat  decieion 
should  be  embodied.  Some  UCembers 
of  the  Committee  thought  it  would  not 
be  practicable  for  them  to  draw  it  up 
tbomBelrea ;  and,  inasmiicli  as  the  oouu' 
sel  were  not  able  to  af^ree  to  it,  the 
room  was  cleared  for  the  purpose  of 
oonsultinf;  as  to  what  form  the  Provision 
should  take.  One  Member  of  the  Com- 
mittee (Lord  Carlingford)  thought  it 
would  be  impossible  to  draw  it  up  with- 
out clashing  with  existing  legislation, 
and  divided  the  Committee  on  the  point ; 
hut  he  (the  I>uko  of  Marlborough)  sub- 
mitted that  tbe  real  decision  of  the  Com- 
mittee was  come  to  when  the  Chainnan 
announced  to  counsel  on  both  sides  the 
decision  to  allow  tbe  increased  quantity 
of  water  to  the  townships.  The  matter, 
he  held,  was  decided  by  that  decision, 
and  the  conclusion  arrived  at  ultimately 
was  not  in  form.  Whether  or  not  that 
Tiew  would  meet  the  approval  of  their 
Lordships,  he  would  not  presume  to  say. 
The  case  of  the  townships,  he  asserted, 
was  one  of  considerable  hardship,  the 
Provisional  Order  of  1874,  as  it  stood, 
being  an  unworkable  Order.  The  word 
"  population,"  there  defined,  was  no  cri- 
terion as  to  how  population  should  be 
adjudged,  and  it  was  therefore  neces- 
sary for  the  Corporation  to  get  a  new 
Provisional  Order  in  which  the  word 
"  population  "  was  properly  defined.  In 
the  present  Order,  therefore,  that  matter 
was  clearly  defined  on  the  principle  of 
the  Census,  which,  by  the  decision  of 
the  Law  Courts  in  Dublin,  was  not  ac- 
cepted as  the  criterion  of  population 
when  the  suit  came  on  between  the 
Kingstown  and  Dublin  Corporations. 
He  ventured  to  think  tbat  when  the 
Dublin  Corporation  came  to  Parliament 
and  asked  for  an  enabling  Order,  that 
was  the  only  opportunity  those  growing 
minor  townships  bad  of  getting  better 
terms  from  this  large  and  growing  Cor- 
poration ;  and  he  therefore  also  thought 
it  right  tbat  they  should  endeavour  to 
acquire  for  them  selves  advantages  which 
they  could  not  hope  to  obtain  under 
other  circumstances.  It  was  not  the 
same  thing  as  if  they  wore  dealing  with  ' 
a  private  Water  Company,  which  ri; 
quired  an  Order  for  its  protection  ii 
the  enjoyment  of  its  rights.  The  nobh 
Marquess  (the  Marquess  of  Waterford 


had  said  that  llie  Lotal  Oovemment 
Board  (Ireland)  did  not  approve  the 
Amendment;  but  that  would  not  pre- 
vent their  Lordships  from  accepting^it. 
The  proposal  would  not  affect  the  Pri- 
vate Acts  of  the  smaller  towns.  The 
Amendment  only  provided  that,  where 
those  Acts  spoke  of  20  gallons,  hence- 
forth 25  gallons  should  be  understood. 
Then  it  was  said  the  Corporation  would 
bare  to  go  to  great  expense  for  new 
works;  but  it  wasclearly shown  in  Com- 
mittee that  the  water  was  running  to 
waste,  and  that  there  was  no  difBcultj 
in  increasing  the  supply.  On  all  those 
grounds,  he  thought  the  case  of  the 
minor  towns  was  very  strong.  The  Com- 
mittee having  once  come  to  a  decision, 
that  decision  should  be  upheld,  for  the 
after  proceedings  of  the  Committee  were 
quite  irregular.  He  therefore  supported 
the  Amendment. 

The  LOHD  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
HALasuBT)  said,  the  question  raised  in 
this  case,  in  regard  to  procedure,  was 
exactly  the  reverse  of  that  raised  the 
other  day  in  regard  to  the  Tramways 
Bill.  In  this  case,  as  he  understood, 
the  Committee  was  desirous  of  increas- 
ing the  supply  of  water  if  they  could  ; 
but  they  found  that  they  could  not  do 
so,  because  of  existing  bonds  and  pre- 
vious Acts  of  Parliament.  If  their  Lord- 
ships now  passed  the  clause,  it  would  be 
equivalent  to  saying  that  the  Committee 
was  wrong,  and  that  the  additional  sup- 
ply should  he  given  in  spite  of  bargains 
and  previous  legislation.  One  of  the 
chief  causes  of  the  difficulties  that  arose 
in  connection  with  the  construction  of 
Acts  of  Parliament  was  due  to  clauses 
being  introduced  in  this  way  without 
sufficient  consideration  of  the  effect  that 
they  might  have  on  existing  Acts  of 
Parliament.  If  tbe  Committee  had  ab- 
stained from  doing  what  they  desired  to 
do  because  of  the  difficulty  of  dealing 
with  the  matter  in  this  Bill,  their  Lord- 
ships would  do  well  to  reject  the  Amend- 
ment. At  all  events,  he  trusted  they 
would  not  agree  to  the  clause  without 
inquiring  into  its  effect. 

TiiK  Dtke  of  MARLBOROUGH 
'aid,  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  upon 
the  Woolsack  was  under  a  misapprebeu- 
nion  as  to  tbe  decision  of  the  Committee. 
They  decided  that  a  certain  clause  should 
be  inserted  as  tbe  condition  on  which 
they  granted  the  Order. 


I  .y  Google 


1259 


River  Thames 


{LORDS} 


{m.  2)  jiiii. 


LoED  FITZGERALD  j=aid.  he  hopft-I 
the  Amendment  would  be  agreed  to,  for 
the  matter  naa  one  of  the  fiist  import- 
ance aa  a  sanitary  question.  Twenty 
years  ago  the  Corporation  of  Dublin  ob- 
tained power  to  appropriate  the  waters  of 
the  Vartry  River.  That  power  was  given 
to  them  as  Trustees,  and  they  were  bound 
to  supply  the  township  with  20  gallons 
per  head  per  day.  That  was  now  recog- 
nized as  a  clearly  insufficient  supply, 
for  the  average  supply  of  moat  of  the 
London  Water  Companies  averaged  from 
23  to  30  gallons  per  head  per  day.  The 
Committee  had  reported  that  30  gallons 
bad  been  asked  for  simply  as  a  compro- 
mise. Nothing  was  proposed  to  be  taken 
from  the  Dublin  Corporation.  They  did 
not  require  half  the  water,  and  the  con- 
sequence was  that  a  large  quantity  was 
daily  allowed  to  run  to  waste.  The 
Corporation,  however,  stood  on  its  rights, 
and  said  it  would  give  nothing  beyond 
the  20  gallous.  The  Committee  took 
the  view  that  the  townships  were  en- 
titled to  an  additional  supply,  and  they 
recommended  that  a  clause  to  that  effect 
should  be  added  to  the  Bill.  It  was  a 
mistake  to  suppose  that  there  had,  in 
this  case,  been  any  inquiry  made  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  (Ireland),  or 
that  there  had  been  any  Report.  If  it 
went  to  the  Local  Government  Board, 
they  would  report  in  favour  of  30  gallons 
instead  of  25.  If  they  passed  the  clause 
they  would  not  he  violating  any  con- 
tract, but  would  only  be  substituting 
right  for  wrong.  Instead  of  allowing 
2,000,000  or  3,000,000  gallous  of  water 
to  run  to  waste  daily,  they  would  be 
giving  a  portion  of  it  to  the  towuships. 
He  ho[)ed  their  Lordships  would  pass 
the  clause. 


advantage  of  the  Bill  to  a^kfur  25  gallons 
per  head  per  day  at  the  present  price  of 
20  gallons.  As  he  had  said,  he  was 
most  anxious  to  assist  the  townships  to 
obtain  sufficient  water;  but  having  lis- 
tened with  the  very  greatest  attention 
to  the  arguments  that  bad  been  brouf^ht 
forward,  he  had  come  to  the  condnaioa 
that  the  proposal  was  a  very  unreason- 

On    Question?    Their  Lordships   rfi- 

ptrfifrf .-—Contents  19;  Not-Contents  20  : 
Majority  I. 

Se'olved  in  tho  negatire. 

Amendment  made. 

The  Report  of  the  Amendment  to  ha 
received  To-morrow;  and  Standing  Ch^er 
No.  XXXV.  to  be  considered  in  order 
to  its  being  dispensed  with. 

POOR  LAW  UNIONS'   OFFICEES  (HIE- 

LAND}  BILL. 

(Thi  Margaeii  of  Weitrfori.) 

(no.  214.)      TBIKD  BEADISO. 

Bill  read  3'  (according  to  Order), 
On  Motion, "  That  the  Bill  do  pua  ?  " 
The  Marquess  of  WATERFORD 
said,  the  Bill  had  been  introduced  under 
the  impression  that  it  afforded  dis- 
tinct advantages  to  medical  officers  con> 
nected  with  Unions.  It  seemed,  how- 
ever, that  the  medical  officers  had  taken 
alarm,  and  were  afraid  that  some  of 
their  rights  were  going  to  be  taken 
away.  The  Council  of  the  Irish  Medical 
Society  had  communicated  with  him, 
and  pressed  him  to  introduce  an  Amend- 
ment to  remove  that  impression.  Ha 
warned  them  that  the  effect  might  be  to 
endanger  the  Rill ;  but  as  they  thouKht 
-  d^ 


„       T,  i,.TTT'nrMirxT         1     D   the  matter  important,  and  were  willius 

The  E.VKL  or  MILLTOWN  said,    ifu„  „,„  ,,,„  ^-^    ,,3  ;„„  proposed  the 


th,s  were  a  proposal  to  g.ve  the  outlying  i  insertion  of  a  clause  for  that  purpose, 
townships  an  additional  supply  of  water        .  , 

on  condition  that  they  gave  a  fair  price       Amendment  agreed  to. 
ioT  it,  no  one  could  object  to  it.     With  !      Bill  patted,  and  sent  to  the  Commons 
every  disposition   to  give  them  help  in  ■  find  to  be  printed,  as  amended.     (No. 
obtaining  what  they   sought,  what  ho '237.) 
objected  to  was  the  contention  tliat  a  I 
Bill  of  this  kind,  which  had  nothing  to  I 
do  with  the  supply  of  water,  but  only  | 
the     ascertaining    of    the    population,  ' 
ehould  be  considered  a  fair  opportunity 
to  compel  the   Dublin  Corporation  lo 
give  them  better  terms  than  those  al- 
ready agreed  upon  as  regarded  the  sup- 1 
ply  of  water.   That  was  to  say,  they  took  ' 


RIVER  TILVMES  {No.  %)  BILL. 

(The  Lord  Moimt-Ttrnple.) 
(so.    218.)      THIRB   READTXa. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Third  Read- 

Motfd.  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  3-." 
-( The  Lord  MowU-TempU.) 


>y  Google 


1261 


r  Thanif, 


iAuGUSr  6,  1885f  {No.  2)  BilL 


Lord  BEAMWELL  said,  !f  tlie  men- 
eure  passed  ia  its  present  shape,  it 
vould  ruin  some  of  tbe  most  beautiful 
Tesidencea  on  the  beautiiul  Thames. 
Althougli  he  had  promised  not  to  inter- 
fere any  further  with  the  progress  of  the 
Bill,  he  had  just  received  such  a  piteous 
letter  from  an  old  friend,  that  he  felt 
bound  to  lay  it  before  their  Lordships, 
and  take  their  opinion  upon  tho  Bill. 
Tbe  gentleman  to  whom  he  referred, 
and  who  signed  himaelf  "  Your  Af- 
flicted Old  Friend,"  begged  him  to  im- 
plore the  House  not  to  pass  tho  Bill, 
which,  by  permitting  the  mooring  of 
house-boats  for  so  long  a  period  as  4S 
hours  in  one  spot,  would  absolutely  ruin 
his  "pretty  waterside  place,"  and  de- 
stroy all  the  pleasure  to  be  derived  from 
his  lawn  which  fronted  the  river.  If 
a  river  was  navigable,  people  had  the 
incidental  rights  which  attached  to  that 
navigation ;  and  he  quite  agreed  that,  if 
a  vessel  sprang  a  leak,  or  wanted  to 
hoist  a  sail,  those  on  board  would  have 
a  right  to  remain  anywhere  in  the  river 
while  they  were  doing  what  was  neces- 
sary for  them  to  enjoy  the  right  of  navi- 
gation whioh  the  law  gave  them;  but 
uiat  was  all  the  right  they  had.  It  was 
said  that,  if  they  moored  opposite  a  gen- 
tleman's house  or  pleasure  ground,  tbe 
riparian  proprietor  bad  no  remedy.  He 
maintained,  on  the  contrary,  that  the 
riparian  proprietor  had  two  remedies. 
He  might  unmoor  tbe  vessel  and  turn  it 
adrift,  just  the  same  as  anyone  had  a 
right  to  turn  a  carriage  out  of  hie  gar- 
den ;  or  he  might  bring  an  action  at 
Common  Law  for  damages  against  the 
owner.  Consequently,  there  was  no 
necessity  for  the  Bill.  The  Bill  would 
legalize  the  mooring  of  these  boats  for 
a  period  of  48  hours,  and  he  very  much 
deprecated  the  rights  of  riparian  owners 
being  thus  sacrificed.  It  would  give  a 
right  which  no  gentleman  or  decent  per- 
son would  exercise.  In  conclusion,  ho 
asked  their  Lordships  not  to  allow  the 
Bill  to  pass,  as,  in  his  judgment,  it  was 
absolutely  indefensible. 

THBlfABaoESSOF  SALISBUET  said, 
tbe  appeal  made  by  so  great  an  authority 
as  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  opposite 
(Lord  Bramwell)  was  so  striking  an  ap- 
peal, that  it  produced  in  his  mind  coit- 
siderablo  doubt  as  to  whether  thr  Bill 
ought  X<y  be  proceeded  ivilh.  He  had 
not  voted  against  the  Bill,  because  ho 


1262 

had  hitherto  believed  that  a  largo  ma- 
jority of  the  riparian  proprietors  wished 
it  to  pass  in  its  present  form ;  but  be 
confessed  that  what  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  had  said,  and  what  be  had 
recently  heard,  led  him  to  doubt  very 
much  whether  that  was  the  case.  The 
noble  and  learned  Lord  had  earnestly 
appealed  to  their  Lordships  upon  tbe  ' 
legality  of  the  measure,  and  he  (tlie 
Marquess  of  Salisbury)  would  suggest 
whether  it  would  not  he  better  to  leave 
the  structure  of  the  Bill  as  it  now  ap- 
peared, and  to  insert  a  Proviso  to  the 
effect  that  nothing  in  tbe  Bill  should  he 
so  construed  as  to  deprive  the  riparian 
owners  of  any  legal  rights  which  thoy 
might  now  jjossess.  That  might  he  done 
by  the  omission  of  certain  words.  Whe- 
ther in  that  form,  or  any  other,  tbe  Bill 
was  passed  eventually,  the  language  of 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  made  him 
think  it  would  fae  far  better  to  pause  for 
a  day  or  two  before  finally  disposing  of 
tbe  measure,  in  order  that  his  arguments 
might  be  fully  considered. 

Lord  MOUNT-TEMPLE  said,  that, 
however  sound  tbe  view  e^ressed  by 
tho  noble  and  learned  Lord  (Lord  Bram- 
well) might  be  as  a  matter  of  law  on  a 
certain  state  of  facts,  the  facts  on  which 
he  founded  that  view  were  certainly 
wrong.  In  the  Select  Committee  upon 
this  subject  tbe  noble  and  learned  Lord 
opposite  (Lord  Ashbourne),  when  in  the 
other  House,  knowing  the  real  facte, 
came  to  an  entirely  different  conclusion 
from  that  arrived  at  by  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  in  ignorance  of  those  facts. 
To  pass  a  law  that  boats  should  not 
remain  at  all  opposite  to  the  residences 
of  riparian  owners  would  be  to  deprive 
Londoners  of  one  of  their  most  agree- 
able sources  of  recreation,  without  secur- 
ing to  the  riparian  owners  any  corre- 
sponding benefit.  He  thought  their 
Lordships  ought  to  pay  some  attention 
to  the  recommendations  of  tbe  House  of 
Commons  Select  Committee  of  which 
Lord  Ashbourne  and  Sir  Michael  Hicks- 
Beach  were  active  Members.  Those  re- 
I  commendations  were  embodied  inthepre- 
I  sent  Bill.  There  was  so  great  a  difficulty 
iu  taking  advantage  of  the  existing  law, 
that  he  had  not  heard  of  any  riparian 
owner  whohad  attempted  to  put  it  in  force. 
The  riparian  owners  had  sent  represen- 
tatives who  had  laid  their  case  before 
tho  Committee.    If  the  law  were  etfec- 
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tire  in  the  direction  sugfrosted  by  the  rea'ling  of  the  Bill  appeared  to  allo- 
nobIeaDdIearDedLordbehindhim(Lord  getLer  mistake  tbe  question  at  tsaae. 
Bramwelt),  it  would  cause  serious  incoa-  |  'X'teir  Lordships  were  dealing,  cot  ^th 
Tsuience  to  hundreds  and  thousands  of  |  the  hundreds  and  thousands  of  people 
persons  who  now  spent  a  week  or  a  who  amused  themselves  on  the  rtver, 
month  on  the  river  in  a  house  boat.  |  but  with  the  comparativelj  limited  num- 
ladeed,  he  had  beard  tho  Bill  objected  |  ber  of  persons  who  thought- fit  to  loiter 
to  on.  the  ground  that  it  interfered  too  ;  opposite  the  houses  of  riparian  owners 
much  with  the  rights  of  the  public.  The  !  for,  perhaps,  three  months  at  a  time, 
main  purpose  of  the  Bill  wes  the  regu- ;  Nobody  could  pretend  that  this  was  done 
lation  of  tbe  trafEc,  and,  in  order  to  ;  in  the  exercise  of  the  ordinary  rights  of 
carry  out  the  object,  it  proposed  to  in-  ■  navigation  on  the  river.  In  thpse  ctr- 
croase  the  powers  now  possessed  by  the  |  cumstances,  he  begged  to  inovf  that  the 
Thames  Conservancy.  Another  object '  debate  be  adjourned  until  Mocday  next, 
of  the  Bill  was  to  prevent  shooting  on  .  in  order  to  give  those  noble  Lords  who 
the  river.  At  this  time  of  the  year  i  were  opposed  to  the  measure  an  oppor- 
crowds  of  people  went  upon  the  river  ituoity  of  attending  and  stating  their 
with  guns  and  pistols  for  tie  purpose  of  objections  to  it. 

destroying  the  wild  fowl,  and  frequently  j  Montd,  "ThattheDebatebeadjoomed 
the  young  swans.  Such  a  practice  was  ,  toMondaynext."— (rAeZorrfCAwifW^.) 
most  dangerous.  T^o  other  provisions  j  y^^;^^  ^  ^^  ,^  ^^^^  ^  ^  ^_ 
of  the  measure  were  intended  to  enable  ,  -^^^^^^  ^  ^^^^      ^^^^    ^^^  BiH      ^ 

the  police  and  the   magistrates  to  act,:^ ■,  j »„/„    r,' .   ,«■_  n«Q  > 

with  promptitude  and  lith  efficiency.  JP""'"''"'^*'"^«^°°^«P'»''- (N°-2»8-. 
Thus,  every  boat  would  be  required  to,  LABOURERS  (IRELAND  (No.  2)  BILL, 
have  a  number  or  badge  marked  upon  „.    „  ,  ■„      ,    . 

it.  by  which  itcould  be  identified  and,  {Th,  Marq,^,.  of  mi^/^ri.) 

in  case  of  necessity,  stopped  at  the  locks.  (^«-  235.)     skcond  hkahiso. 

He  trusted  that  the  noble  and  learned  i      Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
Lord  would  not  intervene  at  that  moment   ing  read, 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  pass- 1      The   MARarEsa   of   WATEEFORD, 


measure  which  had  been  framed 
for  the  mutual  interests  of  the  public 
and  of  the  riparian  owners. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Halsbuky)  said,  he  would  point  out 
that  the  Bill  created  new  rights,  and 
deprived  riparian  owners  of  rights  they 
undoubtedly   already   possessed.      He 


moving  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time,  said,  be  would  explain  its 
provisions  to-morrow,  on  moving  that 
their  Lordahipa  go  into  Committee 
upon  it. 

3fovtd.  "ThattheBillbe  now  ready." 
—{Th«  Marqutit  of  Wattrfori.) 


fully  concurred  in  the  view  expressed  by  i  The  £abl  of  COURTOWN  aaid,  be 
bis  noMe  and  learned  Friend  (Lord  I  did  not  at  all  object  to  the  second  read- 
Bramwell)  as  to  the  legal  aspect  of  ing  of  the  Bill — in  fact,  be  hoped  it 
tbe  question.  He  had  originally  been  would  be  read  a  second  time;  but  be 
assured  that  all  the  riparian  owners  was  of  opinion  that  it  would  require  a 
were  in  favour  of  the  Biii ;  but  now  he  good  deal  of  attention  in  Committee. 
understood  that  there  were  many  against  However  much  some  might  object  to 
it.  The  noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord  State  interference,  ha  did  not  believe 
Mount-Temple)  had  spoken  somewhat  that  even  his  noble  Friend  on  the  Crow 
lightly  of  the  legal  opinion  of  the  noble  '  Benches  (the  Earl  of  Weniyss)  would 
and  learned  Lord  behind  him  (Lord  ,  deny  that  it  was  essential  that  agricul- 
Bramwelt) ;  but  all  he  (the  Lord  Chan-  tural  laboui'ers  in  Ireland  ahould  re- 
cellor)  could  say  was  that  there  was  no  ceive  assistance  from  the  State  by  being 
lawyer  in  this  country  who  would  not  |  provided  with  dwellings.  He  (tho  Earl 
assume  that  opinion  to  be  accurate  until ,  of  Courtown)  was  aware  that  in  Eag- 
the  contrary  was  shown.  Therefore.  |  land  it  was  considemd  to  be  the  duty  of 
the  opinion  of  the  noble  and  learned  '  landlords  to  provide  dwellings  for  la- 
Lord  waa  not  to  be  cast  aside  in  the  j  bourers ;  but  he  would  remind  their 
manner  the  noble  Lord  proposed.  The  |  Lordships  that  the  Land  Act  had  thrown 
noble  Lord  who  had  moved  the  third  considerablo  difficulliea  in  the  way  of 
Lord  Mount  Tmifie 
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Irish  landlorila  doing  so.  He  was  well 
aware  that  in  some  localities  ia  that 
country  the  law  had  been  abuaed  by 
Boards  of  Guardians  for  purposes  of 
politioal  Teugeanco ;  but  be  was  glad  to 
be  able  to  say,  from,  his  own  experi- 
euoe,  that  it  had  been  productive  of  at 
least  indirect  good.  Ho  thought  it  of 
importaoce  that  public  attention  should 
be  continually  fixed  on  the  housing  of 
labourers.  In  some  cases,  on  the  at- 
tention of  landlords  being  called  to  the 
want  of  cottages,  they  bad  undertaken 
to  erect  them;  in  other  cases,  where 
fanners  bad  cabins  on  their  lands  which 
had  been  declared  ueinhabitable,  they 
had  improved  them.  The  principal  de- 
fects in  the  present  law  which  were 
songbt  to  be  remedied  by  the  Bill  had 
relation  to  its  cost.  Thus,  instead  of 
Boards  of  Guardians  being  obliged  to 

Eiurchase  land,  they  could  take  it  an 
ease  ;  and,  instead  of  an  extensive  ap- 
peal to  Parliament,  a  cheaper  appeal 
was  given  to  the  Lord  Iiieutenaat  in 
Council.  Ue  believed  that  good  would 
be  done  to  the  labouring  classes  by  the 
improvement  of  the  law ;  and,  therefore, 
he  hoped  the  Bill  would  be  passed. 

LoBD  VENTBY  said,  he  agreed  witb 
most  of  what  bad  been  said  by  the  noble 
Earl  who  had  just  sat  down.  He  de- 
sired to  see  this  new  legislation  work 
smoothly,  and  with  that  object  be  pro- 
posed to  give  Notice  of  Amendments 
which  he  would  move  in  Committee  de- 
signed to  prevent  unnecessary  friction 
in  the  workinc  of  the  measure.  He 
desired  as  much  as  anyone  to  see  Irish 
labourers  supplied  with  better  cottages ; 
but  their  experience  of  the  Act  of  1883 
might  tell  them  what  the  effect  of  this 
measure  would  probably  be  if  passed  in 
its  present  shape.  At  the  same  time,  he 
thought  the  Bill  would  do  a  greet  deal 
of  good  if  properly  amended. 

The  Eabl  of  MILLTOWN  said,  he 
only  rose  to  point  out  to  their  Lordships 
that  they  wero  now  asked  to  follow  an  QUESTIONS. 

unusual  course  of  procedure  in  asking 
their  Lordships  to  confirm  the  principle 
u[  an  important  Bill  of  23  clauses  with- 
out having  had  one  word  of  explanation 
of  its  objects  from  his  noble  Friend  who 
was  "in  chargu  of  it  (the  Marquess  of 
Watorford). 

Motiou  agreed  to  :  Bill  read  2'  accord- 
ingly, and  commitleit  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  To-morrow. 
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EXPIRING  LAWS  CONTINUANCE  BILL. 

(The  Bort  «f  IddttUigh.) 

(no.  229.)      THIBD  BEADING. 

Bill  read  3"  (according  to  Order). 

On  Motion,  -'ThattheBill  do  pass?" 

Lord  DENMAN  moved  to  introduce 
a  clause  for  the  purpose  of  conferring 
the  franchise  upon  women. 

Amendment  moved, 


cootinued  aa  aforesaid,  shall  be  hcrabv  extended 
10  as  to  admit  all  women  not  legally  ^sqiialified 
who  have  the  same  qualificatioo  oa  the  preaent 
electors  far  counties  and  boroughs  to  vote  for 
the  election  of  Slombera  of  Parliament  for  coun. 
tiM  and  boroughs."— (  T/it  lord  Dtnman.) 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
H.usbubt)  said,  that  they  were  engaged 
at  present  on  an  Expiring  Laws  Con- 
tinuance Bill ;  and  how  could  they,  in 
connection  with  such  a  measure,  enter 
upon  new  legislation  ?  What  the  noble 
Lord  proposed  was  new  legislation. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Bill  patted. 

House  tuljaiiraed  at  half  past  Six  o'clock, 

till  To-morrovp,  a  quarter  past 

Fonr  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    commons, 
Thursday,  6tk  Augutt,    1885. 


MINUTES.]  -  Re^olitiun  in  Committeb  — 

East  India  (Itevenue  Accounts). 
Pt'RLtc  'ZnA.—Cainidertd ae  amended — Criminal 

Law  Amendment  [^57], 


POST  OFFICE  (lUELAND)-A  RURAL 
LETTER  CARRIER,  CO.  CAVAN. 
Mb.  BIOaAR  asked  the  Postmaster 
Geueral,  Whether  Andrew  Norris,  rural 
letter  carrier  fur  the  Sborcock  and 
Knappa  District  of  county  Cavan,  ab- 
sented himself  from  his  duties  on  the 
13tb  July ;  and,  if  so,  did  he  have  leave 
of  absence  from  his  poBtmaater  ? 


.Google 
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The  POSTMASTKK    GKNEKAL 

(Lord  Juiis  Mansehs")  :  I  am  informed 
that  on  tho  13thof  July  the  letter  carrier 
in  question  was  absent  on  leave. 


Emjhmd). 
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CENTRAL  ASIA— RUSSIA  AND  AFGHAK- 
I6TAN— THE  "  PEN JDEH  INCIDENT. " 

Sib  GEOBGE  CAMPBELL  asked 
Mr.  Ohancellar  of  the  Exchequer,  Whe- 
ther, beforf!  Farliament  e«paratf9,  Her 
Majesty's  Gorernnient  can,  without  in- 
jury to  tho  jmblic  interests,  give  tho 
House  any  information  regarding  the 
arbitration  in  respect  of  the  collision 
naar  Fenjdeh,  and  say  whether  tbe  ar- 
bitration is  Ko>»K  OD,  or  whether  it  is 
postponed  till  tbe  boundary  is  settled, 
OF  for  any  other  reason ;  who  is  the  ar- 
bitrator ;  and,  wbother  tbe  terms  of 
reference  have  been  settled  ? 

Thb  chancellor  ofthe  EXCHE- 
QUER  :  I  am  afraid  I  am  not  in  a  posi- 
tion to  give  the  hon.  Member  any  infor- 
mation on  this  subject,  and  it  is  nol 
likely  that  I  can  before  Parliament 
separates.  Some  delay  has  taken  place 
in  bringing  together  the  facts  necessary 
for  drawing  up  the  reference ;  and  at 
the  present  time  it  would  not  be  possible 
to  carry  tho  matter  further. 

SiK  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  prasumed 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  bad  not 
departed  from  the  policy  of  the  late  Go- 
vernment in  regard  to  the  proposal  for 
arbitration.     ["Order!"] 

EGyPT-THE  SOUDAK-TliE  EXPEDI 
TIONS  TO  SUAKIN. 
Sir  henry  TYLER  asked  the  Se 
cretary  of  State  for  "War,  Whether  hi 
can  state,  in  round  numbers,  what  has 
been  the  coat  to  the  Country  in  money 
of  the  various  Military  expeditions  tc 
Suakin,  especiallyof  the  first  and  eecond 
expeditions  of  General  Sir  Gerald  Gra^ 
ham  ;  and,  also,  what  total  expenditure 
has  been  incurred  on  account  of  tbe 
Suakin-Berber  Railway,  dividing  that 
expenditure  between  cost  of  permanent 
way  ;  cost  of  equipment,  including  roll- 
in;;  stock ;  cost  of  other  materials  or 
filant ;  cost  of  superintendence  and 
abour;  payments  to  agents  or  con- 
tractors ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith)  :  Some  time  must  elapse 
before  all  the  accounts,  especially  those 
relating  to  the  Indian  troops,  are  re- 
ceived at  the  War  Offiue.     At  present, 


therefore,  1  am  not  in  a  position  to  make 
a  statement  of  the  cost  incurred  conse- 
quent on  the  Suakin  Expeditions.  For 
the  same  reason  I  cannot  give  the  in- 
formation desired  by  my  hon.  Friend 
regard  to  the  Suakin-Berber  Bail- 
way. 

AGRICULTURAL  HOLDINGS  (ENGLAND) 
— THE  BETHELL  CHARITY  TRUSTEES 
OK  NEWARK  AND  ilB  R.  ROBINSON, 
Mb.  WABTON  (for  Mr.  Cojittos 
Lawr.ikce)  asked  the  Vice  President  of 
the  Committee  of  Council,  Whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  case  of 
Mr.  Richard  Bobinson,  a  tenant  under 
the  Bethell  Charity  Trustees  of  Newark, 
of  a  farm  at  Laughton,  near  Falking- 
ham  Lines,  under  a  lease  of  21  yean 
from  April,  1BT9,  at  £160  per  nnDum; 
whether  he  is  aware  that,  upon  an  ap- 
plication made  to  the  Trustees  for  a 
reduction  of  rent,  the  matter  was  refer- 
red to  the  Charity  Commissioners,  and 
a  valuer  was  sent  over  at  the  expense  of 
Mr.  Robinson,  upon  the  understand- 
ing that  he  was  to  abide  by  tbe  valua- 
tion ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  the  rent- 
able value  of  the  farm  was  estimated 
at  £90  per  annum,  and  that  the  valuer 
expressed  a  doubt  whether  a  new  tenant 
could  be  found  to  give  more  than  Jt6J 
per  annum  for  the  remainder  of  the 
lease;  wbother  be  is  aware  that,  not- 
withstanding such  report,  the  Charity 
Commisuoners  bare  refused  to  adopt  it ; 
and,  whether  Mr.  B.  Bobinson  has  any 
remedy  ? 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  or  the 
COUNCIL  (Mr.  E.  Stakhopb)  :  Mr. 
Robinson,  who  is  a  tenant  under  lease 
of  tbe  Bethell  Charity  Trustees,  applied 
for  a  reduction  of  rent  at  the  rate  of 
2o  per  cont.  The  application  having 
been  referred  to  the  Charity  Commis- 
sion, they  required,  in  accordance  with 
the  usual  practice,  the  Report  of  a  sur- 
veyor upon  the  proposal,  Mr.  Bobinson 
bearing  the  cost.  But  they  gave  nn 
pledge  as  to  the  course  they  would  adopt 
on  receiving  the  Report.  The  surveyor, 
besides  considering  the  matter  referred 
to  him,  proceeded  to  express  an  opinion 
on  the  Trtlue  of  the  farm.  After  receiv- 
ing the  Report  tbe  Commiseioilera  ac- 
ceded to  Mr.  liubinson's  request  for  a 
reduction  of  rent,  but  for  one  year  only, 
adding  that  they  would  consider  futurfl 
proposals  as  they  arose.  The  dealings 
of  the  Commission  have  not  been  with 
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tAx.  Rofainsun,  hut  n-ith  tho  Trustees  of 
the  Charity,  as  in  all  eimil&r  cases.  Mr. 
IZobinaon's  only  remedy  vould  appear 
to  be  that  to  which  all  tenants  under 
lease  may  ordinarily  have  recourse  in 
Buob  oases. 

POST  OFFICE-MAILS  TO  THE 
WESTERN  ISLANDS. 

LoKD  COLIN  CAMPBELL  asked  tho 
Seoretary  to  the  Treasury.  Whether  it 
has  been  decided  to  give  additional 
grants  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the 
cost  of  new  arrani^ements  for  accele- 
rating the  Mails  to  the  Western  Islands ; 
and,  if  BO,  whether  the  Treasury  will 
authorise  the  Postmaster  General  to 
make  such  arrangements  without  de- 
lay ? 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  Hekbt  Hollamd):  It  has 
been  decided  to  make  a  very  consider- 
able addition  to  the  present  cost  of  the 
Mail  Service  to  the  Southern  Hebrides ; 
and  a  letter  goes  this  day  from  the 
Treasury  to  the  Postmaster  General, 
which  should  tnahle  him  to  settle  the 
matter  at  an  early  date. 

EGYPT-THE  ALEXANDRIA  INDEM- 
NITY AWARDS. 

Mk.  GOUKLEY  asked  the  Under  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  If 
he  will  be  good  enough  to  inform  the 
House  what  steps  he  intends  adopting 
for  the  immediate  distribution  of  the 
Alexandria  Indemnity  Awards? 

Thb  under  secretary  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Bourke)  :  Thepejonent  of 
the  Indemnity  Awards  will  be  made  in 
accordance  with  Article  X.  of  the  Con- 
Tentlon  of  March  18  last,  and  Article 
IX.  of  the  Kfaedivial  Decree  of  the  2Tth 
tiltimo.  The  Commissioners  of  the  Debt, 
who  are  charged  under  the  Convention 
and  Decree  with  the  payment  of  the 
Indemnities,  have  informed  the  Egyptian 
Government  that  they  propose  to  pro- 
ceed to  Alexandria  for  the  purpose  of 
distributing  the  awards,  and  in  order  to 
be  in  direct  communication  with  the 
Consuls  of  the  different  Powers,  as  soon 
as  they  are  in  possession  of  the  necessary 
funds.  It  is  proposed  that  the  subjects 
of  each  Power  be  paid  separately,  an 
of&cial  of  the  Consulate  being  present. 
The  Commissioners  further  proposo  to 
publish  at  Alexandria  the  date  and 
place  of  payment. 


NAVY— THE  EVOLUTIONARY 
SQUADRON. 

Mil.  GOURLEY  asked  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty,  If  it  be  correct  that, 
BS  a  result  of  the  recent  manoeuvres  of 
the  Evolutionary  Squadron,  three  of  tho 
largest  coastguard  reserve  ships  have 
been  condemned  as  unfit  for  further  sea 
service ;  if  to,  for  what  employment  he 
intends  sdnpting  them  ? 

TiiK  FIRST  LORD  (Lord  Gbobob 
IIamiltonI  ;  It  is  not  correct  that  as  a 
result  of  the  recent  manceuvres  of  the 
Evolutionary  Squadron  three  of  the 
largest  Coastguard  reservo  ships  have 
been  condemned  as  unfit  for  further  sea 
service.  It  has.  however,  been  arranged 
to  pay  off  four  of  the  ships  which  have 
hitherto  performed  the  duties  of  Coast- 
guard reserve  ships — namely,  the  Lord 
fTardin,  Vaiiitnt,  Repulu,  and  Dtftnee, 
and  their  officers  and  crews  will  be 
turned  over  to  more  powerful  irou-clade. 
The  above-mentioned  four  ships  will 
probably  be  employed  to  replace  harbour 
ships,  and  will  not  be  considered  as 
"  '  going  iron-clads. 


REGISTRATION  OF  VOTERS  (IRELAND) 
—REVISION  COURTS,  CO.  CAVAN. 

Me.  BIGGAR  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 
Is  he  aware  that  there  is  no  place  fixed 
for  holding  a  Revision  Court  in  county 
Cavan  further  north  than  Ballyconnell, 
which  is  twenty-four  miles  distant  from 
some  parts  of  the  district ;  and,  whether 
he  will  arrange  for  an  additional  Re- 
vision Court  to  accommodate  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  coimty  f 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Sir 
WiLLiAU  Habt  Dyke)  :  This  matter  is 
under  consideration,  and  I  think  I  can 
promise  the  hon.  Member  that  a  Re- 
vision Court  will  be  appointed  at  some 
convenient  place  in  the  Northern  part  of 
West  Cavan,  probably  at  Swanlinbar  or 
Blacklion. 

LUNATICS  (IRELAND)- ARJLAUH 
LUNATIC  ASYLUM. 
Mr.  BIGOAR  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  tho  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
What  is  the  number  of  patients  in 
Armagh  Lunatic  Asylum  ;  how  many  of 
these  are  Catholic,  how  many  Protestant, 
and  how  many  Presbyterian;  what  ia 
the  number  of  governors  who  constitute 
the  Board  of  the  Armagh  Asylum ;  how 

■ogle 
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many  of  thftsc  are  Catholic,  how  many 
Protoatant,  and  how  many  Presbyterian ; 
how  many  Catholic  and  how  many  Pros- 
byterian  clergymen  are  members  of  the 
Board  ;  what  are  the  preeeDt  salaries  of 
the  Catholic,  Protestant,  and  Presby- 
terian ohaplains  respectively;  what  were 
their  reapootivo  aalaries  before  April 
1885  ;  and,  why  were  the  salaries  Ihea 
changed  ? 

The  chief  8ECEETAKY  (Sir 
WliiiAM  IlAitT  Dike)  :  The  number  of 
patients  in  this  Asylum  is  264.  Of  these, 
79  are  Protestants,  SH  Presbyterians, 
138  Roman  Catholics,  and  eight  of  other 
persuasions.  The  Board  consists  of  IT 
Protestants,  four  Presbyterians,  thre 
Boman  Catholics,  one  member  of  the 
Society  of  Friends,  and  ouo  Methodist. 
There  are  two  Presbyterian  clergymen 
QoTemors,  and  I  believe  the  Uoman 
Catholic  Archbishop  is  also  &  Governor. 
Each  of  the  chaplains  receives  a  salary 
of  £30.  Tbpse  salaries  wore  not  changed 
in  April  last,  but  a  proposal  to  increase 
them  is  at  present  before  the  Oovem- 
meot. 

FISHEKIES  (IEELAN1))-TUE  FOYLE 
AND  THE  BANN. 
Mr.  BIGGAE  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Have  the  Fishery  Inspectors  investi- 
gated the  complaints  made  by  the 
fishermen  off  toe  Rivers  Foyle  and 
Baon ;  have  the  Inspectors  made  any 
Report  on  the  inquiries  made  in  the 
spring  of  this  year  at  Moville,  and  in 
the  winter  at  Portrush ;  and,  if  so,  bas 
any  decision  been  made  thereon,  or  will 
any  decision  be  made,  so  as  to  protect 
the  poor  fishermen  in  their  lawful  avoca- 
tions from  such  depredations  as  the 
.steamer  causes  by  sailing  among  the 
fleet  of  fishing  boats,  and  destroying 
their  nets;  whether,  considering  the 
inability  of  these  people  to  pay  for  Law, 
he  will  direct  the  captains  and  owners 
of  the  steamer,  and  all  the  parties  con- 
cerned, to  be  prosecuted  for  thus 
obstructing  fishermen,  and  also  to  re- 
cover damages  for  the  losses  already 
sustained  by  the  fishermen;  and,  will 
he  give  Copy  of  Inspectors'  Report? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Sir 
WiLLiAU  Habt  DteeI  ;  The  Inspectors 
have  held  two  inquiries  into  this  matter. 
Their  Report  and  two  volumes  of  e^'i- 
dence  reached  me  yesterday.  I  have 
only  bad  tipie  to  observe  that  seme  of 
Mr.  Big  jar 


the  complaints  of  the  fishormen  were 
proved,  and  that  many  of  them  were 
fonnd  to  be  groundless  ;  and  also  that 
the  Inspectors  are  not  unanimous  in  all 
their  recommendations.  The  matter 
requires  careful  consideration,  and  I 
can  only  promise  the  hon.  Member  tha^ 
it  shall  receive  it. 

REtilSTBATION  OFVOTERS  (IRELAND) 
—PUBLICATION  OF  LISTS,  CO.  SLIOO. 
Mr.  sexton  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
with  regard  to  the  fact  that  the  lists  of 
voters,  which  should  have  been  pub- 
lished, as  by  Law  required,  on  the  22nd 
ult.,  had  not  been  published  in  the 
Grange  District  (county  Sligo),  on  the 
1st  inst.,  Whether  it  is  the  fact  that 
Major  Wynne,  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace 
for  county  Sligo,  was  at  the  late  assizes 
fined  by  Chief  Justice  Morris  £20  for 
absence  from  Court  when  duty  required 
him  there,  and  £20  additional  for  every 
two  hours  during  which  bis  absence 
might  continue;  what  was  the  total  to 
which  the  fine  amounted;  has  it  been 
levied ;  if  not,  for  what  reason ;  whe- 
ther the  delay  in  publishing  the  lists  of 
voters  has  arisen  from  Major  Wynne's 
neglect  of  hie  duties  and  absence  from 
bis  office ;  and,  if  so,  why  he  has  been 
constantly  absent  from  hie  office;  whe- 
ther be  will  be  visited  with  the  pre- 
scribed penalties ;  and,  will  the  Govern- 
ment cause  him  to  be  informed  that  his 
retention  of  his  office  will  depend  upon 
his  personal  attention  to  his  duties,  and 
that  such  attention  is  indispensable 
during  the  period  of  preparation  for  the 
work  of  the  Revision  Court? 

Thb  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Sir 
William  Haht  Dyke):  The  Clerk  of 
the  Peace  telegraphed  to  the  Under 
Secretary  on  the  21st  of  last  March  to 
say  that  the  printer  could  not  &niah  the 
lists  by  the  23nd,  although  they  had 
been  given  to  him  in  good  time.  We 
have  asked  for  further  explanations  of 
this  matter.  I  understand  it  is  the  fact 
that  this  Clerk  of  the  Peace  was  fined  as 
stated  in  the  Question ;  bnt  I  am  also 
informed  that  subsequently  during  the 
Assites  the  learned  Judge  voluntarily 
remitted  the  fine. 

POST  OFFICE-CONTRACTS— THE 

IRISH  MAILS. 

Mr.  sexton  asked  the  Postmaster 

General,  Whether  he  has  arranged  with 
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the  Midland  Railway  Company  of  Ire- 
land for  the  service  of  mails  at  forty 
miles  an  honra  between  Dublin  and-the 
Weat  of  Ireland,  as  deaired  by  the 
Memorial  of  Members  of  the  House  of 
CommoDB.  presented  to  his  Predecessor 
on  the  1  dth  of  December  ]ast  ? 

The  postmaster  GENERAL 
(Ixtrd  JoHx  Mansers^  :  In  answer  to  a 
former  Question  of  the  hoD,  Member 
I  stated  that  the  payment  of  It.  6d.  per 
mile  askad  by  the  Midland  and  Great 
Western  Railway  Company  was  too 
high  for  the  Post  OfBce  to  grant.  I  am 
now  happy  to  say  the  Company  Jiave 
made  a  sensible  abatement  in  their  de- 
mand ;  and  their  new  proposal  for  an 
improved  service  at  the  speed  mentioned 
in  tho  Question  between  Dublin  and  the 
West  of  Ireland,  including  Westport 
and  Ballina,  is  now  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Government. 

REGISTRATION  OF  VOTERS  (IRELAND) 

—REVISION   COURTS,  TYRONE  AND 

DONEGAL. 

Me.  sexton  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether,  for  the  convenience  and  at 
the  wish  of  large  bodies  of  claimants 
and  voters  in  Tyrone,  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment will  arrange  that  Castlederg  and 
Strabaoe  be  mode  additional  Revision 
Courts  for  North  Tyrone,  and  Pomeroy 
an  additional  Court  for  East  Tyrone, 
and  that,  for  the  acconiaiodatiou  of 
the  baronv  of  Lower  Strabane,  left 
without  a  Court  by  the  existing  arrange- 
ment, Gortin  be  selected  for  the  sitting 
of  the  Court  instead  of  Sismilecross ; 
and,  whether,  in  order  to  moderate  the 
hardship  of  the  arrangement  by  which 
Courts  for  South  Donegal  are  to  be  held 
only  at  Donegal  and  Ballyshaunon,  im- 
posing a  journey  of  about  fifty  miles 
on  voters  and  claimants  in  the  moun- 
tainous districts  of  the  Division,  the 
Government  will  arrange  that  a  Court 
shall  be  held  in  Killybegs  or  Carrick  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Sir 
William  Hakt  Dyke)  :  Strabane  is  al- 
ready a  Revision  Court  for  North  Ty- 
rone, and  Castlederg  will  be  made  one. 
Cookstown  has  been  made  the  Court  for 
East  Tyrone.  Pomeroy  is  within  a  few 
miles  of  Dungannon,  with  which  it  ie 
connected  by  rail,  and  the  district  is 
itself  too  small  for  a  separate  Court. 
The  question  of  substituting  Gortin  for 
Kixmilecross,  and  of  making  Killybegs 


an  additional  Court  for  South  Donegal 
will  be  favourably  considered. 

POST  OFFICE— SUPERINTENDENTS  OF 
SORTING  OFFICES. 

Mr.  SEXTON  (for  Mr.  Dwtee 
Gbat),  asked  the  noble  Ijord  the 
Postmaster  General,  AVhether  it  is 
the  fact  that  the  maximum  salaries  of 
Superintendents  of  Sorting  and  Tele- 
graph Branches  are  similar  in  all 
English  cities  and  towns  where  such 
officials  are  on  the  establishment,  whilst 
the  salaries  of  the  Superintendents  of  the 
Sorting  Offices  in  Edinburgh  and  Dub- 
lin are  fixed  at  £200  per  annum  more 
than  those  of  the  Superintendents  of  the 
Telegraph  Department  at  these  offices, 
notwithstanding  that  the  latter  are  re- 
sponsible for  the  administration  of  their 
respective  offices  throughout  the  entire 
twenty-four  hours,  whilst  the  former  are 
only  responsible  for  their  period  of  duty, 
which  generally  consists  of  five  hours 
per  day,  and  that  the  Telegraph  Super- 
intendents have  much  larger  staffs  of 
subordinates  to  control  and  supervise 
than  those  of  the  Sorting  Branches; 
whether  it  is  a  fact  that  superintendence 
of  the  Sorting  Office  in  Dublin  is  per- 
formed by  two  officials  with  maximum 
salaries  of  £S00  each  per  annum,  whilst 
the  superintending  work  of  the  Tele- 
graph Department  in  that  office  must  be 
performed  by  one  man,  whose  maximum 
salary  is  only  £300  per  annum,  and 
who,  in  addition  to  an  ability  to  ad- 
minister the  ordinary  routine  of  official 
work  (the  only  essential  requisite  for 
superintending  the  Sorting  Office)  must 
have  a  large  knowledge  of  electrical 
science,  which  knowledge  can  only  be 
obtained  by  a  long-eon  tinned  course  of 
private  study ;  whether  it  is  a  fact  that 
the  sorting  office  "  clerks  "  enjoy  maxi- 
mum salaries  considerably  in  excess  of 
the  "  clerks  "  of  the  Telegraph  Depart- 
ment in  both  Edinburgh  and  Dublin, 
although  the  latter  perform  eight  hours 
duty  per  week  more  than  the  former ; 
and,  whether  he  will  investigate  these 
matters  with  a  view  to  having  the  two 
departments  placed  on  a  footing  of 
equality  in  both  Dublin  and  Bldin- 
burgh?  Hishon.  Friend  had  asked  bim 
to  say  that  the  figures  should  be  £150, 
instead  of  £200,  and  £450,  instead  of 
£500. 

The  postmaster  GENERAL 
(Lord  .Jons  MAN.VEBi*; :    While  admit- 
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ting  that  the  etatemente  of  the  hon. 
Member  relating  to  the  rates  of  aaiaty 
are  correct,  I  should  hardly  be  jua^ified 
in  taking  up  the  time  of  the  House  with 
the  full  ez^anation  which  an  answer  to 
all  the  suggestiooa  and  inferences  of  the 
hon.  Member  would  require.  I  may, 
however,  «ay  that  the  ciroumstaQcea  to 
which  he  refers  shall  receive  attention. 

ARMY— THE  2kd  EAST  SURREY 
REGIStENT. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  BUXTON  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Whether  it 
is  the  case  that  the  2ud  East  Surrey 
Regiment  (late  70th),  was  quartered  in 
India  from  1871  until  September  1884, 
and  in  that  period  took  part  in  active 
service  in  Afghanistan  ;  that  it  was  or- 
dered to  Egypt  for  active  service  on  leav- 
ing India  in  1884,  and  has  been  there 
ever  siaos;  that  it  has  now  received 
orders  for  a  further  campaign  on  the  Nile 
during  this  Autumn,  although  hopes 
have  been  held  out  to  the  men  that  they 
should  return  home  immediately ;  whe- 
ther, during  this  period  of  fourteen 
years,  the  Officers  or  the  men  have  been 
allowed  to  return  home  on  leave  ;  and, 
when  the  reeiment  will  return  home? 

Tbb  8ECEETABY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith)  :  With  regard  to  the  past 
service  of  this  battalion  in  India  and 
Egypt  the  facts  are  as  stated  in  the 
Question  ;  but,  as  regards  the  future, 
the  battalion  certainly  has  not  received 
orders  for  a  further  campaign  on  the 
Nile.  During  its  absence  from  homo 
ofEcers  and  men  have  had  the  usual 
leave;  but  I  may  remark  Uiat  men 
serving  in  India  do  not  come  home  on 
furlough,  and  it  should  be  added  that 
though  the  battalion  has  been  14  years 
abroad  the  very  latgit  majority  of  the 
men  have,  under  the  system  of  short 
service,  been  out  but  a  few  years.  As  I 
stated  on  the  3rd  instant,  the  battalion 
will  be  among  the  first  to  come  home  as 
soon  as  the  garrison  of  Egypt  can  be 
reduced. 

EGYPT  (THE  SOUDAN) -8 DPPLIES  FOB 
THE  TROOPS  AT  6UAKIU. 
OoLoxEL  KINO-HAEMAN  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Whether 
any  steps  can  be  taken  to  ensure  a  better 
supply  of  milk  and  vegetables  to  the 
regimental  bazaars  of  the  Sikh  and 
Bengal  Regiments  now  serving  at 
Suakiu  ? 

Lord  John  Miwnfn 


Thb  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Suith)  :  No  Report  has  been 
received  to  the  effect  that  the  Indian 
regimental  bazaar  arrangements  are  un- 
satisfactory ;  but  the  question  is  neces- 
sarily a  local  ono,  and  the  Oensral  Ofiicer 
commanding  at  Suakin,  who  is  an  espe- 
rienced  Indian  officer,  has  full  authority 
to  make  any  arrangements  he  may  oon- 
sider  requisite. 

CHCRCH  OP  ENGLAND-EXCOMMUNI- 
CATION AT  SAHAM  TONEY. 

Mb.  PIGTON  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  Whe- 
ther it  ia  a  fact  that,  as  reported  in 
Th»  Tktiford  Timet,  and  several  London 
papers  of  later  date,  the  Reverend  Coker 
Adams,  Rector  of  Saham  Toney,  did,  on 
Sunday  July  2Gth,  pronounce  in  his 
parish  church  a  sentence  of  excommu- 
nication against  Mr.  Joseph  Payne,  a 
parishioner,  aged  82 ;  whether  the  reo- 
son  alleged  by  the  Reverend  Coker 
Adams  for  the  sentence  of  excommuni- 
cation was  Mr.  Payne's  "  persistent  neg- 
lect of  the  Church's  ordinances  and  re> 
fusal  of  her  ministrations ; "  whether 
the  Reverend  Coker  Adams  was  acting 
in  this  case  by  the  instruction  of  any 
higher  ecclesiastical  authority ;  or,  rt 
not.  whether  he  was  acting  ultra  vires ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  any  notice  will  be 
taken  of  his  illegal  action  ;  whether  the 
sentence  of  excommunication  carries  with 
it  any  secular  consequences,  and  wbetber 
every  one  who  declines  to  att«nd  his 
pariah  church  is  legally  liable  to  have  a 
sentence  of  excommunication  publicly 
pronounced  against  him ;  and,  whether 
the  action  of  the  Reverend  Coker  Adams 
has  the  approval  of  bis  bishop? 

The  SECRETARY  of  S-TATE  (Sir 
B.  AssiiETox  Cross)  :  I  can  only  say  that  I 
saw  this  announcement  with  the  deepest 
surprise  and  regret.  I  know  nothing  of 
the  facts ;  hut  I  thought  it  right  that 
the  sentence  should  be  sent  to  the  Bishop, 
who,  I  have  no  doubt,  will  make  inquiry 
into  the  matter. 

POST  OFFICE  (SCOTLAND)— TELE- 
GEAPU  OFFICE  CLERKS. 

Ha.  BiaOAR  asked  the  Foatmastar 
General,  If  it  be  a  fact  that  in  English 
and  Scotch  telegraph  offices  all  clerks 
performing  night  duty  are  allowed  three 
weeks  holida3'3  in  the  year,  while  over 
forty  telegraph  clerks  in  Belfast,  some 
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having  15  yeora'  service,  vho  perfurm 
exactly  the  same  duty  aa  ttose  in  Eng- 
lieh  and  Scotch  offices,  are  allowed  only 
two  weeka  ;  is  it  not  acknowledged  aa  a 
rule  ia  the  service  that  clerks  who  per- 
furm night  work  (which  is  reckoned  un- 
healthy duty)  should  have  unmpensatin^ 
holidays,  and  that  the  clerka  in  Ediu- 
buivh,  Glasgow,  Liverpool,  Leeds,  New- 
caetle-on-Tyne,  Cork,  Birmingham,  Bris- 
tol, Hull,  Leicester,  Sheffield,  &c.  are 
on  this  account  allowed  three  weeks 
holidays  annually,  while  the  night  ope- 
rators in  Belfast  are  given  but  two 
weeks ;  and,  if  the  facts  be  as  stated, 
will  be  cause  the  grievances  of  the  Bel- 
fast clerks  to  be  removed,  by  ordering 
that  the  same  allowances  in  this  and 
other  respects  be  given  in  Belfast  as  are 
g^iven  in  offices  vhere  like  work  is  per- 
formed ? 

thb  postmastee  general 

(Lord  John  Makners)  :  In  reply  to  the 
uon.  Uember,  I  have  to  state  that,  in 
the  matter  of  leave  of  absence,  the  tele- 
graphists at  Belfast  are  treated  in 
exactly  the  same  manner  as  those  at 
other  Offioes.  There  is  but  one  rule 
applicable  to  all. 

LAW  AND  POLICE  (IRE LAND j-EXTEA 
POLICE,  LIMERICK, 
Ma.  LEWIS  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  the  Limerick  Corporation  is 
Btill  a  heavy  debtor  to  the  TreaBury  ia 
respect  of  chains  for  extra  police ;  whe- 
ther other  Corporations  have  not  re- 
cently refused  to  pay  for  extra  police 
until  the  liability  is  equally  and  impar- 
tially enforced  ;  and,  what  steps  the  Qo- 
vernment  proposes  to  take  impartially 
to  recover  the  money  due  to  the  Govem- 

The  chief  SEORETAET  {Sir 
WiUJAM  Habt  Dyke)  :  A  charge  ex> 
tending  over  three  years  is  due  tor  extra 
police  by  the  Limerick  Corporation,  No 
other  Corporations  have  refused  to  pay 
for  extra  police.  The  matter  ia  at  pre- 
sent engaging  the  attention  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant. 

ARMY-QUARTERJU8TERS  AND 

RIDIKU      MASTERS  -  PROMOTION. 

Mb.  OAUSTON  asked  the  Secretary 

of  State  for  War,  If  he  will  take  into 

consideration,    at   an    early   date,  the 

claims  of  the  Army  Quartermasters  and 


Hiding  Masters  for  a  reduction  in  the 
period  (ten  j'ears)  those  Officera  are  now 
obliged  to  serve  as  Commissioned  Officers 
before  they  can  obtain  the  honorary  and 
relative  rank  of  Captain,  taking  into  ac- 
count their  previous  long  service  in  the 
ranka,  tbeir  age  when  Commissioned, 
which,  with  very  few  exceptions,  debars 
them  from  anyad  vantage  under  Article  6 
of  the  Koyal'Warrant  of  1884,  and  the 
tact  that  the  average  service  of  the 
Senior  Lieutenants  of  Regiments,  with 
whom  they  rank,  is  less  than  seven 
years? 

The  SECRETAHT  of  STATE  (Mr. 
W.  H,  Smith)  :  I  would  remind  the 
hon.  Member  that  considerable  privi- 
leges were  conceded  in  the  way  of  rank 
to  this  class  of  officera  so  recently  as 
1881,  and  that  their  case  was  fully  con- 
sidered by  my  Predecessor,  who  decided 
that  more  could  not  be  done  for  them. 
I  am  not  prepared  to  depart  from  that 
decision.  As  regards  Article  6  of  the 
Royal  Warrant,  promotion  to  the  rank 
of  Lieutenant  would  be  a  doubtful  ad- 
vantage  to  a  Quartermaster  unless  he 
had  attained  that  rank  much  earlier  than 
is  usually  the  case.  I  may  remark  that 
the  average  service  of  the  senior  Lieu- 
tenants is  nearer  nine  years  than  seven, 
aa  stated  in  the  Question; 

AltltY  (AUXILIARY  FORCES)  — THE 
NORTHAMPTON    VOLUNTEERS. 

Lord  BURGHLEY  asked  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War,  Whether  he 
would  permit  the  formalion  of  a  com- 
pany of  Volunteers  at  Oundle,  in  North- 
amptonshire, considering  that  eighty- 
eight  men  camo  forward  and  put  down 
their  names,  £380  was  collected,  officers 
nominated,  and  the  other  requirements 
of  the  War  Office  complied  with  as  tar 
back  as  the  winter  of  1884  ? 

Sir  ARTHUR  HAYTEE  said,  as 
this  Question  reflected  upon  him  as  the 
adviser  of  the  late  Secretary  of  State, 
he  wished  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man whether  be  was  aware  that  the 
establishment  of  the  Northamptonshire 
Rifles  was  1,808;  that  they  were  214 
abort  of  their  establishment;  ^d  that 
only  894  were  present  at  inspection ; 
and  whether,  under  these  circumstances, 
he  would  sanction  the  regiment  having 
13  companies,  a  most  inconvenient  num- 
ber, the  present  number  being  12  ? 

The  SP:CEETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
W.  H.  SuiTii),  in  reply,  said,  he  bad 
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Oommisaionprs  woiild  aanction  the  use  oi 
£10,000,  port  of  HuiLt  and  Attwell  loan 
trust  funds,  for  the  purpose,  which  were 
not  required  for  loans)  a  sum  of  £10,000 
ont  of  their  own  moneys  ;  whether  such 
two  sums  of  £10,000,  making  a  total  of 
£20,000,  were  accepted  on  the  abovs 
term*  by  the  Commissionere,  and  made 
the  capital  of  the  new  middle  school  for 
the  town  of  Tonbridge ;  whether  the 
word  parish  waa  substituted  for  town 
in  the  published  scheme,  and  not  ob- 
jected to  by  the  Company,  for  reuona 
stated  in  a  letter  sent  hj  the  Company 
to  the  Commissioners  in  December  1877, 
viz.  because  the  Company  thought  that 
if  the  position  of  the  school  was  not 
rigidly  fixed  in  the  scheme  they  would 
be  able  to  make  better  terms  in  acquir- 
ing a  Bite  ;  whether  it  is  not  well  known 
that  the  Skinnets'  Company  have  all 
along  wished  to  benefit  the  town  of  Ton- 
bridge  by  the  establiahment  of  the  new 
middle  school  there ;  and  also,  that  the 
inhabitants  of  Tonbridge,  who  wished 
to  secure  privileges  (when  tbe  scheme 
for  Sir  Andrew  Judd's  School  was  under 
coDsideration),  abstained  from  interfer- 
ing because  they  were  informed  that  the 
Skinners'  Company  had  arranged  with 
the  Oommiasionars  (in  1677)  to  found  a 
new  middle  school  at  or  near  the  town 
of  Tonbridge ;  and,  whether  the  Skin- 
ners' Company  has  been  compelled  by 
the  Charity  Commissioners,  against  its 
wish  repeatedly  expressed,  to  accept  a 
site  at  Tunbridge  Wells  inferior  to  one 
offered  by  the  inhabitants  of  Tonbridge, 
and  approved  by  the  Charity  Commis- 
sioners as  suitable? 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Mr.  E.  Stinhopb)  :  The 
Charity  Commissioners  were  not  con- 
cerned with  tbe  question  of  a  scheme  for 
Sir  Andrew  Judd'a  School  until  after  the 
passing  of  the  Endowed  Schools  Act, 
1874.  Their  draft  scheme  of  lb75  pro- 
posed  to  provide  for  the  ultimate  estab- 
lishment of  a  middle  school  "  in  or  near 
the  town  of  Tonbridge."  Tbe  offer  of 
£20,000 — in  all— from  the  Skinners' 
Company  was  accepted  by  tie  Charity 
Commission  era  on  the  terms  of  a  draft 
scheme  which  was  communicated  to  the 
Skinners'  Company  on  the  19th  July, 
1S77,  when  the  Commissioners,  referring 
to  the  words  "  in  or  near  the  parish  of 
Tonbridge,"  stated  as  follows : — 

"  On  Clausp  8  of  this  scheme  nrises  tbe  im- 
|iorliiDt  qiieKtion  whPre  the  npw  school  ia  to  W 


not  been  favoured  by  the  hon.  Baronet 
with  the  information  in  his  Question, 
and  he  was  not  able  to  reply  in  detail ; 
but  probably  the  answer  he  was  about  to 
girewould  boeutficient.  The  Ist North- 
amptonshire Bifle  Volunteers,  to  which 
the  proposed  company  at  Uundle  would 
belong,  was  already  an  unusually  large 
corps ;  and  strong  reason  would  have  to 
be  shown  for  adding  to  it.  The  estab- 
lishments for  1B69-6  were  fixed  ;  but  if 
it  was  still  desired  to  raise  this  company 
for  1886-7,  application  should  be  made 
in  September  through  the  military  autbo- 
rttiee  of  the  district. 

ARJIY  {ORDNANCE  DEPARTMENTS- 
WOOLWICH  ARSENAL. 
Mb.  BOORD  asked  the  Surveyor  Ge- 
neral of  Ordnance.  Whether  he  will 
state  the  number  of  hands  trnployed  at 
the  Royal  Arsenal,  Woolwich,  and  the 
number  of  Medical  Officers  appointed  to 
the  charge  of  them;  whether  it  Is  true 
that  patioDta  frequently  have  to  wait 
many  hours  at  the  Dispensary  before 
they  can  be  seen  by  the  doctor;  and,  if 
he  can  say  how  many  cases  on  an  aver- 
age each  Medical  Officer  has  to  attend 
to  daily? 

The  StTRVEYOR  GENERAL  (Mr. 
GcY  Dawxay)  :  The  number  of  hands 
employed  in  the  Royal  Arsenal,  Wool- 
wich, is  at  present  11,200.  Three  medical 
officers  have  charge  of  them,  the  third 
having  been  recently  added.  It  is  not 
the  case  that  patients  have  to  wait  many 
hours  before  they  can  be  seen.  New 
cases  are  attended  to  immediately ;  hut 
chronic  cases  on  the  sick  list  have  to  take 
their  turn.  Their  time  of  waiting  rarely 
exceeds  an  hour.  The  daily  oases  to  be 
attended  to  average  380,  of  which  about 
50  are  aeon  by  private  practitioners, 
leaving  110  for  each  Army  medical 
officer  at  the  Arsenal. 

ENDOWED    SCHOOLS— THE   CHARITY 
COMMISSIONERS  —  SIR    ANDREW 
JUDD'S  SCHOOL,  TONBRIDGE. 
Ma.  OAUSTON  asked  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  Committee  of  Council,  Whe- 
ther the  Charity  Commissioners,  after 
inquiry    in    18(19    about     Sir    Andrew 
Judd's  School,  suggested  that  a  second 
grade  or  middle  school  should  be  estab- 
Ushed  at  the  town  of  Tonbridge  ;  whe- 
ther, in  consequence  of  that  suggeMton, 
the  .'-'kinners'  Company  oll'i'red  (if  Ih" 
3lr.   }r.  If.  Smith 
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bridg*  Wells,  Southborough,  or  sliewhere.  The 
Commiuiooan  think  thft  Mheme  ought  lisfors 
poblioatioD  to  be  made  leM  ragoe  oa  thi*  point 


In  repl;,  on  the  2Ut  December,  1377, 
the  Company  stated  that — 


posed  hf  tha  CommUaiDDeni  Jor  the  foUoviiig 
reaionB.  They  would,  ia  »11  probability,  be 
able  to  mslce  better  tarmi  in  the  ponhaee  of  a 
lite  if  ita  potltion  ii  not  rigidly  Siad.  They 
are  not  at  pnaent  decided  vhetbei  it  wonld  be 
deiimble  that  the  ichool  ibould  be  at  Ton- 
bridge,  at  Tunbridge  Welle,  or  elaewhare,  and 
do  not  feel  that  they  are  likely  to  come  to  a  cod- 
cloiion  withont  taking  into  account  the  relstive 
eligibility  ol  sites  wbiob  may  be  offered,  and 
other  queatione.  .  .  .  They,  therefore,  eipreaa 
an  eameat  hops  that  the  poailion  of  the  ecbool 
may  he  left  (or  further  conaideration,  and  for 
■atUementuaderClaoMODf  tba  aoheme  whenit 
comes  into  operation." 

In  Tiew  of  the  foregoing  statementa  on 
the  part  of  the  Skinners'  Compan;  the 
CommiBsioners  are  not  able  to  accept  the 
allegationa  contained  in  the  fifth  para- 
^aph  of  the  Question.  Acting  under 
the  powen  of  the  scheme,  the  Charity 
Oommia^onets  declined  to  approve  a 
site  proposed  b;  the  Company  at  Ton- 
bndge,  but  have  approved  one  since 
proposed  at  Tunbridge  Wella.  In  ar- 
riving at  this  decision  the  Oommia- 
eioners  have  acted  upon  the  vider  con- 
aideration  of  the  requirements  of  the 
reapective  localities,  and  not  upon  the 
comparative  merits  of  the  several  sites 
proposed. 

Mr.  CAUSTON  :  I  hope  I  may  be 
allowed  to  tell  the  House  that  last 
week,  during  the  annual  visit  to  Ton- 
bridge  of  the  Governors  to  the  school, 
they  disapproved  of  the  site  they  were 
forced  to  take  from  the  Charity  Com- 
missioners. 

Mb.  JESSK  COLUNGS  asked  whe- 
ther, seeing  that  there  was  a  greatcause 
of  grievance  on  the  part  of  mo  inhabi- 
tants of  Tonbridge,  and  that  they  had 
petitioned  the  House  on  the  subject,  the 
right  hoD.  Gentleman  would  consent  to 
delay  the  application  of  the  endowment 
until  an  inquiry  had  been  made  ? 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  said,  that 
as  the  Charity  Commissioners  had  ar- 
rived at  their  decision  after  careful  in- 
quiry, and  after  hearing  all  the  parties 
concerned,  he  could  not  undertake  fur- 
ther to  delay  this  scheme. 

VOL.  CCC     [tbibd  series."! 


PUBLIC  HEALTH- THE  EIVER 
THAMES-PURIFICATION  OF  SEWAGE. 

Mr.  BORLASE  asked  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  Whe- 
ther he  can  give  the  Houee  any  infor- 
mation relative  to  the  success  or  other- 

iee  of  the  experiments  which  have  now 

for  some  considerable  time  been  carried 

at  coDsiderablo  cost  at  Crossness  with 

a  view  to  the  purification  of  the  sewage 

of  the  Thames  ? 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  A.  3. 
Balfour),  in  reply,  said  that  he  had  no 
informalion  to  give  on  the  subject ;  but 
the  Question  might  be  repeated  by  the 
boD.  Member. 

SOUTH  AFRICA— THE  BOERS- 
ATTACK  ON  MR.  J.  DONALDSON. 
Sir  FREDERICK  MILNER,  who 
had  the  following  Question  on  the 
Paper : — To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies,  If  bis  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  brutal  treatment  by 
the  Boers  of  Mr.  James  Donaldson, 
agent  of  the  Transvaal  Syndicate, 
Limited,  an  English  subject,  at  Farm 
California,  who  was  set  upon  by  five 
Boers,  viz.  Mr.  Viljom  and  two  sons, 
Messrs.  U.  E.  Breitenback,  and  S.  P. 
Schultze,  and  most  brutally  beaten,  for 
attempting  to  eater  a  hut  belonging  to 
the  Company,  of  which  he  was  in  pos- 
session ;  if  be  will  cause  inquiries 
to  be  institated,  and  reparation  to  he 
made;  and,  if  he  is  aware  that  this 
is  only  one  of  many  outrages  that 
have  been  perpetrated  by  the  Boera 
on  British  subjects  in  the  Transvaal  ? 
said,  he  had  received  a  communication 
that  the  matter  would  be  inquired  into, 
and  therefore  he  should  not  put  the 
Question. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH— THE  CHOLERA. 

Sir  WALTER  B.  B  ARTTELOT  asked 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  What  steps  he  has  taken  to  call 
the  serious  attention  of  the  local  autho- 
rities in  the  various  seaports  and  towns 
of  the  Country  to  the  terrible  outbreak 
of  cholera,  not  only  in  Spain  but  also  in 
France;  whether  the  local  authorities  as 
well  as  the  Local  Government  Board  are 
taking  efficient  means  to  prevent  ita  in- 
troduction into  this  Country  ;  and,  whe- 
ther any  steps  can  be  taken  to  improve 
2  T 
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the  die^acetul  state  of  OoTent  Garden 
Market  1* 

The  president  op  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfotjr):  Theoctionof  the  Board  ma; 
be  ehortly  Bummarized.  We  have  urged 
upon  the  esveral  Local  Authorities  in 
Iki^land  and  Wales  the  importance  of 
their  taking  such  meaauree  of  precaution 
against  cholera  as  the  sanitary  condition 
of  their  district  may  demand,  and  VfO 
have  supplied  them  with  a  Memorandum 
by  the  Medical  Offioer  of  the  Board  on 
the  subject.  We  have  prohibited  the 
importation  of  raga  from  Spain ;  and  if 
there  is  any  serious  spread  of  cholera  in 
France,  an  Order  will  also  be  issued  as 
regards  rags  from  that  country.  The 
BegnlatioDS  in  force  laatyear  during  the 
prevalence  of  cholera  in  France  and 
Italy,  for  dealing  with  cases  of  cholera 
which  may  reach  our  ports,  are  still  in 
force.  We  have  strengthened  tempo- 
rarily the  staff  of  Medical  Inspectors  for 
the  purpose  of  inquiring  aa  to  the  sani- 
tEU7  oondiiion  of  the  ports  and  other 
districts  whioh  there  is  reason  to  aup- 
pose  would  be  moat  likely  to  suffer  from 
cholera  in  the  event  of  its  introduction 
to  England ;  and  I  am  advised  that,  on 
the  whole,  there  is  reason  for  satidao- 
tion  with  the  action  in  preparation  for 
cholera  by  the  various  Sanitary  Autho- 
rities on  the  coast.  The  Managers  of 
the  Metropolitan  Asylum  District  have 
obtained  the  services  of  a  medical  man, 
who  has  had  large  experience  as  a  Medi- 
cal Officer  of  Health  in  the  Metropolis, 
with  the  view  of  his  assisting  them  in 
maturing  the  arrangements  as  to  a  £rst 
line  of  defence,  in  the  way  of  hospital 
provision,  which  would  be  necessary  in 
London  in  the  event  of  an  outbreak  of 
cholera.  It  must,  however,  be  recol- 
lected that  while  I  am  anxious  to  do 
everything  in  my  power  to  aid  the  Local 
Authorities  in  fulfilling  their  duties,  the 
responsibility  for  providing  against  the 
advent  of  cholera  and  of  dealing  with  it, 
should  it  reach  our  shores,  rests,  and 
must  rest,  with  them. 

Ma.  BBODEICK :  Might  I  aak  my 
right  hen.  Friend,  vith  reference  to 
Oovent  Garden  whether  he  will  make  a 
personal  inspection  of  the  market  at  the 
time  when  it  is  most  offensive — namely, 
between  5  and  6  o'clock  in  the  morn- 


[No  reply.] 

Sir  Walttr  B.  BartteM 


of  the  Some. 


1284 


MEDICAL  RELIEF  DISQUALIFICATION 

EBMOVAL  BILL— THE  SUPPLE- 

MEKTART  LISTS. 

Mr.  XESSE  COLLINGS  asked  the 
President  of  the  Local  Govern  meat 
Board,  MTiether  he  will  issue  instruc- 
tions to  the  overseers  respecting  the 
preparation  of  the  supplementary  list  of 
voters,  as  required  by  the  Medical  Be- 
lief Disqualification  Removal  Bill  ? 

The  PRESIDENT  op  the  LOOAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour]  :  It  is  not  our  intention  to 
issue  instructions  to  overseers  respecting 
the  preparation  of  the  supplements 
lists  required  by  the  Medical  Relief 
Disqualification  Removal  Bill.  This 
Bill,  which  now  awaits  the  Royal  As- 
sent, provides  that  the  Clerks  of  the 
Peace  and  Town  Clerks  shall  forthwith, 
after  the  passing  of  the  Act,  issue  pro- 
cepts  to  tho  overseers  informing  uem 
of  their  duties  under  it ;  and  I  under- 
stand that  the  Home  OfBce  will,  as  soon 
as  the  Bill  has  passed,  communicate 
with  the  Clerks  of  the  Peace  and  Town 
Clerks  on  the  subject. 


PAELIAMENT  - 

HOUSE— LAND  PURCHASE 

(IRELAND)  BILL. 

Mb.  BBODBICE  asked.  Whether  the 

Land  Purchase  (Ireland)  Bill  would  be 

Sroceeded  with  to-morrow ;  and  if  the 
hancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  aid 
him  in  obtaining  the  sense  of  the  House 
on  the  Motion  for  going  into  Committee 
on  the  Police  Enfranchisement  Bill  ? 

TnB  CHANCELLOR  or  the  EXCHE- 
QUER, in  reply,  said,  heehouldbe  very 
glad  if  the  sense  of  the  Hoase  could  be 
espressed  upon  the  Polioe  Enfranchise- 
ment Bill.  The  Government  would 
endeavour  to  afford  facilities  in  that 
direction  if  possible.  The  Committee  on 
the  Land  Furohaee  (Ireland)  Bill  would 
follow  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  (England)  Bill,  which  stood  fbr 
second  reading  after  the  Criminal  Law 
Amendment  Bill,  Report.  If  those  were 
disposed  of,  then  the  Committee  on  the 
Land  Bill  would  stand  first  for  to- 
morrow. 

M».  Sebjbaht  SIMON :  If  the  Ori- 
minal  Law  Amendment  Bill  is  not  taken 
to-night,  will  it  be  the  first  Order  to- 
morrow ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER ;    Of  course,  what  I  aaid  vm 
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under  tlie  impresBion  that  tlia  Orimin&l 
Law  Amendment  Bill  would  be  finiehed 
to-night. 

Mb.  Se&jeakt  SIMON :  Suppose  it  is 
not  finished  T 

Thb  CHANOELLOB  OF  TBE  EXOHE- 
QUEB :  I  hope  there  will  be  no  difS- 
culty. 

THE  BOTAL  COMMISSION  ON  THE 

DEPRESSION  OP  TRADE  AND 

INDnSTRY. 

Kb.  BBOADHUBST  asVad  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Whether 
he  could  gire  the  House  the  names  of 
the  labour  Bepresentatives  on  the  Bojal 
Commission  on  the  Depression  in  Trade, 
or,  at  least,  the  proportion  they  would 
bear  to  the  BepresentatiTea  of  capital  1 

The  oh  ANOELLOE  ofthe  EXOHE- 
QDEB :  No,  Sir ;  I  am  not  able  to  an- 
swer that  Question.  Perhaps,  however, 
it  may  be  convenient  to  the  House  that 
I  should  state  that  my  noble  Friend 
(the  Earl  of  Iddesletgh),  who  has  charge 
of  the  matter,  will  make  a  statement  on 
Monday  or  Taeaday  in  "  another  place  " 
on  the  subject. 

FAHLIAMEMT-BUBINESS  OF  THE 
HOUSE. 

Uk.  LABOTTCHEBE  said,  it  would 
be  a  great  oonTenience  to  the  House  if 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would 
state  on  what  day  he  would  take  non- 
contentious  matter. 

TheOHANOELLORoftheEXCHE- 
QUEB :  I  am  afraid  I  am  not  able  to 
answer  that  Question. 

Mb.  a.  B.  D.  ELLIOT  asked  what 
course  the  GoTernment  intended  to  take 
in  regard  to  the  Burgh  Police  and 
Health  (Scotland)  Bill  ?  It  had  already 
passed  the  House  of  Lords. 

Thb  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXOHE- 
GUEB :  I  have  not  heard  of  the  Bill 
before  ;  and  therefore  I  do  not  know 
anything  of  its  prospects. 

Thb  SECBETAEY  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AssBBPO^  Oboss)  :  Perhaps  I  may  be 
allowed  to  answer  the  Question.  This 
Bill  which  my  right  hon.  Friend  has  not 
heard  of — and  it  is  not  in  the  least  to  be 
wondered  at— ia  a  Bill  of  very  great 
importance ;  but  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
A.  B.  D.  Elliot)  is  perfectly  right ;  the 
Bill  is  so  long  and  complicated  that  it 
iTOu!d  he  absolutely  impossible  to  pro* 
ceod  with  it  this  Sessioo. 


INDIA— EAST    INDIA    (HEVENDE    AC- 
COUNTS)-THE  .UJNUAI.  FINAN- 
CIAL STATEMENT. 
COHUITTEE. 

EisT  Incu  (Bevbioib  Aocouyrs)  eon- 
lidtred  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

The  SECBETABY  of  STATE  fob 
INDIA  (Ijord  Bandolfh  Chobohill),  in 
rising  to  move  the  following  Beso- 
lution ; — 

"  Tbst  it  sppesri,  by  th«  AccouDta  laid  be- 
fore thii  House,  that  the  Total  Revenue  of 
India  for  the  ;ear  ending  the  Slst  day  of 
March  1881  vaa  £71.727,121,  includiDg 
£13,240,607  reenvcd  from  I>roduotive  Public 
Worka;  that  Uie  Total  Expenditure  in  India 
and  in  England  was  £70,339,925,  including 
£)2,032,7fi4  spent  on  FroductiTO  Public  Worka 
(Revenue  Account] :  that  thsre  waa  an  eiceaa  of 
Keveniie  over  Expenditure  in  that  year  of 
£1,387,496  i  and  that  the  Ca^iital  Expenditor* 
on  Productive  Public  Works  m  the  same  year 
was  £3,992,029,  includicg  a  Charge  of  £566,261 
incurred  in  the  redemption  of  previously  exist- 
ing liabilities." 

said :  Sir  Arthur  Otway,  it  has  been 
thought  more  convenient  by  the  autho- 
rities of  the  House  that  we  should  this 
year  revert  to  the  practice  which  had 
always  beon  maintained  for  many  years 
up  to  1870  —  namely,  of  making  the 
Indian  Financial  Statement  when  the 
House  is  in  Committee.  That  practice 
was  departed  from  on  account  of  the 
custom  which  grew  up  amone  hon. 
Members  interested  in  Indian  affairs,  of 
putting  down  Motions  relating  to  India, 
which  deferred  the  Statement  of  the 
Minister  sometimes  to  a  very  late  hour. 
But,  no  Amendments  having  been  put 
down  on  the  present  occasion  owing  to 
the  forbearance  of  hon.  Members,  I 
have  gone  back  to  what  is  the  more 
ancient,  and,  I  think,  the  more  Consti- 
tutional custom. 

In  making  the  Statement  which  it  is 
my  duty  to  make,  and  which  will  he  of 
some  length,  I  appeal  to  the  indulgence 
of  the  Committee,  because,  as  the  Com- 
mittee well  knows,  the  questioi)  of  Indian 
finance  is  a  very  large  one,  a  very  com- 
plicated, and  a  very  difficult  one.  To 
understand  it  thoroughly  would  require 
the  assiduous  attention  of  many  years, 
and  the  Committee  is  aware  that  I  have 
not  bad  more  than  about  six  weeks,  at 
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the  outside,  in  which  to  acquaint  myself 
with  the  financial  circumBtanoes  of  the 
year,  and  that  during  those  six  weeks 
my  attention  has  had  to  he  given  to 
other  questions  besides  those  of  Indian 
finance.  Therefore,  on  that  ground,  I 
would  ask  for  the  indulgence  of  the 
Committee.  But,  Sir,  there  is  another 
ground  on  which  even  a  Minister  of 
large  experience  might  make  a  special 
request  of  that  character  to-night.  In 
ordinary  times,  the  Secretary  of  State, 
80  far  as  he  confines  hie  remarks  to 
finance,  merely  re-eohoes,  and,  more  or 
less,  repeats  mechanically,  the  State- 
ment which  has  been  made  in  the  previous 
mouth  of  March  by  the  Finance  Minister 
in  India.  But  on  the  present  occasion 
lam  unable  to  take  that  course,  and,  in 
many  respects,  what  I  have  to  put  before 
the  Oommittee  is  practioally  a  new  and 
hitherto  an  untold  etory  of  Indian 
finance.  I  have  to-day  placed  in  the 
Tote  Office,  for  the  convenience  of  hou. 
Members,  a  Paper  which  will  assist 
bon.  Members  in  following  the  figures 
with  which  I  have  now  to  trouble  the 
Committee. 

Sir  Arthnr  Otway,  the  Financial 
Statement  usually  laid  before  the  House 
of  OommoDB  embraces,  as  the  Committee 
is  aware,  the  figures  for  a  period  of 
three  years.  It  generally  deals  with 
the  dosed  Accounts  of  two  years  ago, 
with  the  Bevised  Eetimatea  of  the  pre- 
ceding year,  and  with  the  Budget  Esti- 
mate of  the  current  year.  I  propose  to 
follow  that  practice  in  the  remarks  which 
I  now  make,  and  to  refer  to  the  closed 
Accounts  of  1 8S3-4,  to  the  Bevised  Esti- 
mates for  1B84-S,  and  to  the  Budget 
Estimate  for  1885-6. 

On  the  olosed  Aocoants  of  the  year 
1883-4  the  formal  Estimate  which  I 
submit  to  the  Oommittee  is  moved.  The 
Committee  will  find  that  the  Accounts 
for  1883-4,  which  have  now  been  finally 
olosed,  show  a  Bevenue  of  £71,727,000, 
and  an  Expenditure  of  £70,340,000.  In 
other  woras,  they  show  a  surplus  of 
Bevenueover  Expenditure  of  £  1 ,3ti7, 000. 

The  Bevised  Estimatesfor  1664'&  show 
a  Bevenue  of  £69,992,000,  and  an  Ex- 
penditure' of  £70,702,000  ;  in  other 
words,  a  deficit  of  £710,000,  in  place  of 
the  surplus  of  £319,000  which  was  esti- 
mated in  the  Budget  of  that  year.  The 
result,  therefore,  of  the  Bevised  Esti- 
mate for  1884-5  is  worse  than  the 
Budget  Estimate  by  £1,029,000,  the 
£ord  Jlandolph  ChureMll 
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Expenditure  being  greater  by  £461,000, 
and  the  Bevonue  less  by  £568,000. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  chief 
cause  of  that  falling-oS  has  been  the 
great  depression  in  trade,  which  has 
afi'ectod  India  as  well  as  the  other 
countries  of  the  world,  and  especially  the 
low  price  of  wheat  and  the  diminished 
rice  trade  from  British  Burmah,  which 
alone  produced  a  falling  off  in  the  Cos- 
tome  Duties  to  the  extent  of  £260,000. 
The  general  depression  of  trade,  and  the 
low  price  of  wheat,  also  affected  the 
railway  receipts  very  materially ;  there 
had  been  a  falling-oS  in  that  matter 
from  the  Badget  Estimates  of  no  less 
than  £755,000.  There  was  also  a  tem- 
porary falling-off  in  the  Land  Bevenue 
of  £342,000.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
improved  price  of  the  Excise  was  better 
by  £217,000  ;  the  irrigation  receipts  im- 
proved upon  the  Budget  Estimate  by 
£116,000  ;  and  other  sources  of  revenue 
not  anticipated  in  the  Budget  Estimate 
of  the  year  produced  £200,000.  As  to 
the  Expenditure  of  the  year,  I  may  point 
out  that  the  opium  crop  was,  on  the 
whole,  disadvantageous  as  a  matter  of 
finance ;  the  produce  was  abnormally 
large ;  and,  therefore,  the  payments  and 
the  cost  of  manufacture  exceeded  the 
Budget  Estimate  by  the  very  large  sum 
of  £593,000.  The  political  chains  of 
the  year  were  increased  by  £167,000, 
mainly  owing  to  the  expenses  of  the 
Boundary  Commission ;  the  interest 
on  Debt  increased  by  £242,000,  in- 
cluding £184,000  for  discount  on  the 
£3,000,000  Loan  at  3  per  cent  raised 
in  London  last  year.  I  will  oak  the 
Committee  tobaar  that  figure  in  mind^ 
£184,000  for  discount  on  the  Loan  of 
£3,000,000  3  per  cent  Stock.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Army  chains  were  re- 
duced by  £126,000;  the  charges  for 
exchange  were  less  by  £289,000,  and 
the  working  expenses  of  railways  were 
£139,000  less. 

Now  I  come  to  the  Budget  of  the 
current  year  as  presented  by  the  Qovem- 
ment  of  India  in  March  last.  I  put  this 
before  the  Committee  to  make  my  State- 
ment complete,  though  I  do  not  think  it 
will  be  of  material  value  in  tliie  diseus- 
sion.  In  March  last  Sir  Auckland 
Colvin  estimated  the  Bevenue  for  1885-6 
at  £72,090,000,  and  the  Expenditure  at 
£71,582.000.  In  other'words,  be  anti- 
cipated a  surplus  of  £508,000.  He 
placed  the  Bevenue  higher   than  tho 
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Estimate  for  1684-«  by  £2,098,000. 
That  is  to  say,  going  into  details,  he 
placed  the  Lcuid  Bevenue  at  £788,000 
higher,  and  the  railways  £929,000 
higher.  The  opium  receipts,  owing  to 
the  large  crop  of  the  preceding  year,  he 
estimated  at  £176,000  higher  than  the 
year  hefore.  He  also  estimated  that 
the  improvement  of  the  rice  trade 
in  British  Burmah  vould  increase 
the  Customs  receipts  by  £HS,0QO ; 
"while  the  improved  trade  in  salt,  aided 
by  an  improvement  in  Stamps,  Excise, 
provincial  rates,  and  forest  duties,  would 
cause  an  increase  of  £304,000.  The  re- 
ceipts under  the  head  of  irrigation  were 
placed  at  £167,000  less.  Turning  to  the 
expenditure,  we  find  that  it  was  £880,000 
higher  than  the  Estimate  for  1884-5. 
That  was,  in  some  degree,  owing  to  the 
TOrking  expenses  and  interest  on  rail- 
ways  having  been  placed  at  £598,000 
higher  than  the  previous  year,  besides 
£169,000  more  than  in  the  previous 
year  being  taken  out  of  Revenue  for  the 
construction  of  railways,  in  addition  to 
the  money  which  might  be  borrowed  for 
that  purpose.  There  was  also  an  in- 
crease in  the  estimated  charge  for  Law 
and  Justice,  which  was  higher  by 
£146,000  than  the  Estimate  for  1884-5, 
owing  to  the  extension  of  the  Judicial 
Staff  in  several  Provinces.  Education 
was  £81,000  in  excess  of  the  previous 
year;  collection  of  Land  Bevenue  higher 
by  £98,000,  and  the  charge  for  military 
works  higher  by  £116,000,  which  is 
chiefly  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  ex- 
penditure which  became  neoessary  for 
the  defence  of  Aden  and  Bombay.  There 
was  also  provision  in  the  Budget  for  a 
charge  for  payment  to  the  Commission 
for  Eeduction  of  Debt  of  £360,000  in 
excess  of  the  previous  year.  The  loss  by 
exchange  upon  the  loan  of  £3,000,000 
was  fixed  by  Sir  Auckland  Colvin  at 
£321,000  higher,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  rupee  was  taken  at  the  value  of 
li.  7d.,  instead  of  U.  Tid.,  the  rate  of 
exchange  taken  in  the  previous  year. 
But,  on  the  other  hand.  Sir  Auckland 

Colvin's  Estimate  placed  the  interest 

ordinary  Debt,  excluding  the  charge  for 
public  works,  at  £451,000  less  than  in 
the  previous  year,  the  opium  charges  at 
£456,000  less,  and  the  Army  expendi- 
ture at  £238,000  less  than  in  the  pre- 
vious year.  The  Budget  has,  however, 
been  completely  knocked  on  the  head, 
and  smashed  by  peculiar  oircumstancee 
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-I  allude  to  the  advance  of  the  Bussisn 
troops  in  Central  Asia,  and  the  failure 
of  the  BuBsian  Qovemment  to  carry  out 
what  we  imagined  were  their  engage- 
ments as  to  the  sending  of  a  Commission 
to  meet  our  Boundary  Commission  for 
the  purpose  of  delimitating  the  Frontier 
of  Afghanistan.  The  advance  of  Qene- 
ral  Komaroff  compelled  even  the  late 
Government  to  make  considerable  pre- 
parations for  war.  In  this  country  there 
was  a  Tote  of  Credit  of  £11,000,000. 
In  India  the  Yioeroy  and  his  Council, 
acting  under  the  sanotiou  of  the  Govern- 
ment at  home,  prepared  two  Army 
Gprps,  necessitating  an  expenditure  on 
transport,  rations,  forage,  and  clothing 
of  no  less  than  £2,600,000.  On  that 
item  I  will  merely  remark  that  a  veiy 
large  amount  of  that  sum — perhaps  I 
may  put  it  at  almost  one-half — together 
with  a  considerable  loss  of  life,  and  an 
amount  of  hardship  and  suftering  toman 
and  beast  which  it  is  impossible  to  esti- 
mate, would  have  been  saved  if  the  Go- 
vernment of  India  had  been  in  a  posi- 
tion to  avail  itself  of  the  Quetta  Boilway, 
which  the  late  Government  in  1880 
ordered  to  be  abandoned.  It  was  also 
necessary  to  order  from  England  ord- 
nance at  a  cost  of  £450,000.  There  was 
also  an  extra  subsidy  to  the  Ameer  of 
£260,000,  and  for  the  increased  rapidity 
of  construction,  which  became  absolutely 
necessary,  of  the  Scinde-Fisbin  line, 
storage  of  railway  material,  and  con- 
struction of  temporary  line  from  Quetta 
to  the  heed  of  the  Bolan  Paaa,  an  ex- 
penditure of  £1,180,000,  of  which 
£700,000  was,  I  regret  to  say,  drawn 
from  borrowed  money  intended  for  other 
works  of  great  importance  and  value, 
thus,  bowovor,  reducing  the  additional 
charge  on  theyear  to  £480,000.  The  total 
increase  of  expenditure  which  the  late 
Government  considered  to  be  absolutely 
and  vitally  essential  on  account  of  mili- 
tary necessities,  unforeseen  and  unpro- 
vided for  in  the  Budget  of  March,  thus 
amounted  to  £3,710,000.  There  is  also 
other  additional  expenditure  which  Sir 
Auckland  Colvin  places  in  respect  of 
opium  oharges,  owing  to  the  opium  crop 
having  proved  unexpectedly  as  abnor- 
mally bountiful  as  last  year,  which 
throws  an  additional  sum  of  £600,000 
on  the  Bevenue;  the  discount  on  the 
£3,000,000  loan  recently  raised  in  Eng- 
land the  other  day,  amounted  to 
£508,000,  and  there  was  also  a  charge 
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of  £75,000  in  respect  of  the  telegraph 
cable  in  the  Fereian  OulC  The  total 
expenditure  not  provided  for  in  Sir 
Auckland  Colvin'a  Budget  of  last  Afarch 
thus  reached  the  sum  of  £4,963,000. 

Before  taking  the  Committee  further 
into  the  figures  of  the  Budget  this 
year,  I  irould  bo  glad  if  they  would 
compare  the  real  financial  condition  of 
India,  in  the  paet  three  years.  Follow- 
ing the  precedent  of  previous  years,  in 
order  to  show  the  present  condition  and 
future  prOBpects  of  Indian  finance,  I  ask 
the  Committee  to  review  with  me  the 
closed  Accounts  of  1883-4  ;  the  Beviaed 
EetimateB  of  1684-5.  and  the  Budget 
Estimate  of  1885-6.  The  Committee  will 
remember  that  I  stated  that  according 
to  the  closed  Accounts  for  1883-4  there 
waa  a  surplus  of  £1,387,000.  Thissur- 
plus  was,  however,  more  apparent  than 
real.  From  this  surplus,  if  the  Com- 
mittee wish  to  arrive  at  the  real  financial 
results  of  the  year  I88!i-4,  we  must 
deduct  £569,000,  the  amount  of  Land 
Bovenue  collected  in  1883-4  under 
special  circumstances  in  Burmah,  Ma- 
dras, and  Bombay,  which  would  ordi- 
narily have  been  collected  in  arrear  in 
1884-5,  and  which  would  probably,  and 
indeed  actually,  have  fallen  into  the  Ac- 
counts of  that  year.  This  reduced  the 
proper  or  adjusted  surplus  for  1883-4  to 
£818,000.  Turning  to  the  Bevised  Esti- 
mates for  1884-5  we  find  that  the  esti- 
mated deficit  was  £710,000;  but  from 
this  deficit  we  must  deduct  the  Land 
Seven ue  of  £569,000  collected  in  1883-4, 
but  which  would  naturally  have  fallen 
into  the  year  1884-5.  This  reduces  the 
deficit  to  £141,000  for  that  year.  But 
even  that  deficit  is  only  apparent.  There 
is  a  further  allowance  to  be  made  in  re- 
spect of  Land  Hevenue  postponed  to 
1885-6,  owing  to  floods  and  drought, 
amounting  to  £344,000  ;  so  that,  if  we 
take  that  amount  from  the  deficit  of 
£141,000,  the  apparent  deficit  for  1884-5 
is  turned  into  a  surplus  of  £203,000. 
But  in  the  accounts  for  1883-4,  now  being 
made  up,  as  telegraphed  home  to  us, 
there  are  improvements  in  the  Bevised 
Estimate  to  the  credit  of  tho  Imperial 
oocountof  £796,000,  making  the  real  and 
adjusted  surplus  for  18B4-5  £999,000, 
or  close  upon  £1,000,000.  If  we  apply 
to  the  Budget  of  March  lost  this  method 
of  asoerCaining  the  real  financial  posi- 
tion of  India,  which,  I  think,  is  a  fair 
one,  we  shall  find  from  the  Budget  Eeti- 
Zord  Sando^h  Churchill 
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mate,  as  calculated  by  Sir  Auckland 
Colvin,  that  the  surplus  was  estimated 
at  £508,000,  from  which  the  Land 
Revenue  of  £344,000,  belonging  to 
1884-5,  but  to  be  collected  in  1S8S-6, 
must  be  deducted,  and  that  leaves  the 
adjusted  surplus  for  1885-6  at  £164,000. 
The  surplus,  no  doubt,  is  rather  a  low 
one,  when  compared  with  1883-4  and 
1SS4-&  ;  but  the  Committee  will  remem- 
ber tliat  the  three  years  taken  together 
show  an  average  surplus  of  £660,000, 
and  it  must  be  remembered  that  it  is 
the  practice  of  Indian  Finance  Ministers 
to  estimate  their  Bevenue  very  low  and 
veiy  cautiously.  It  is  not  improbable 
that  the  Berised  Estimate  for  1885-6, 
apart  &om  all  abnormal  expenditure, 
will  show  a  real  and  adjusted  surplus  of 
£300.000  or  £400,000.  I  have  made 
this  digression  in  order  that  the  Com- 
mittee may  not  suppose  that  the  finan- 
cial position  of  India  is  so  fluctuating  as 
the  figures  for  the  three  years  might 
lead  a  chance  observer  to  imagine ;  for 
these,  taken  alone,  show  a  surplus  of 
£1,387,000  in  1883-4,  a  deficit  of 
£710,000  in  1884-5,  and  a  surplus  of 
£508,000  in  1885-6.  This  might  lead 
people  to  suppose  that  the  Indian 
Bovenue  is  extremely  spasmodic  and 
jerky,  or  that  the  Indian  Finance  Minis- 
ters are  extremely  careless  and  inac- 
curate in  their  calculations. 

I  now  have  to  ask  the  Committee  to 
consider  tho  Estimate  of  Expenditure 
for  the  current  year.  The  Clommittee 
will  remember  that  I  stated  that  the 
deficit  for  the  year  unprovided  for  in 
Sir  Auckland  Coir in's  Budget  amounted 
to  £4,963,000.  I  now  wish  to  put  the 
Committee  In  possesaion  of  the  contem- 
plated Ways  aud  Means  ol  the  year,  as 
tbey  have  been  altered  from  the  Budget 
Statement  made  by  Sir  Auckland  Colvin 
in  March.  The  Government  of  India, 
when  they  were  brought  face  to  face 
with  this  large  extea  expenditure,  de- 
cided, and  I  think  very  wisely,  that  any 
attempt  to  impose  fresh  taxation  in  the 
course  of  the  current  year  would  be 
most  undesirable ;  that  it  would  throw 
all  their  aocounts,  and  all  their  Bevenue 
arrangements,  into  the  utmost  confusion. 
It  was  therefore  determined  to  meet 
this  extra  and  unprovided  for  expendi- 
ture in  two  ways — first,  by  economies  in 
charge ;  and,  secondly,  by  drawing  on 
the  balances.  The  Government  of  India, 
I  am  sure  the  Committee  will  recognize, 
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hare  made  admirable  exertioDS  in  the 
vay  of  reducing  any  expenditure  whicb 
might,  by  any  kind  of  argument  what- 
ever, be  called  unneceBsary,  and  they 
have  succeeded  in  effecting  a  saving  in 
charge  on  the  Revenue  of  the  year  of  no 
leflB  than  £1,797,000.  Of  that  sum, 
however,  £700,000  is  in  reality  capital 
expenditure,  which  would  have  been 
expended  on  railways  and  irrigation 
worke  in  other  parte  of  India,  and  would 
have  been  met  with  borrowed  money,  and 
ftlsofrom  that  considerable  eoonfimymust 
be  deducted  to  some  extent  £643,000, 
which  is  the  effect  of  the  economies 
made  by  the  Provincial  Oovemments, 
who  are  entitled  under  the  present  Fro* 
vincial  contracts  to  have  any  sum  so 
saved  placed  to  their  credit,  under  the 
head  of  what  is  called  "  Provincial  sur- 
pluses," and  which  sums  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  are  supposed,  at  some 
future  day,  to  be  bound  to  make  good. 
These  two  reductions  of  £700,000  drawn 


Oovemments,  leave  an  actual  saving  on 
expenditure  by  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment of  £454,000.  In  addition  to  that, 
the  Government  have  telegraphed  that 
the  estimated  railway  receipts  were 
taken  too  low  in  the  Budget  by  no  less 
a  sum  than  £500,000.  The  drawings 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  India  have 
been,  on  the  demand  of  the  Indian  Go- 
vernment, reduced  to  such  an  extent 
that  the  loss  by  exchange,  falling  on  the 
iterenuee  of  India  this  year,  will  be 
lower  than  was  calculated  in  March  by 
£400,000;  and  those  sums,  taken  to- 
gether, make  a  total  improvement  of 
Eevenue  and  Expenditure  of  £1,354,000. 
If  the  Committee  will  add  that  sum  to 
the  Budget  surplus  of  £508,000,  the 
amount  of  the  charge  unprovided  for  in 
Sir  Auckland  Colvin's  Budget  is  reduced 
to  £3,101,000. 

Of  course,  the  question  arises  how 
this  very  considerable  sum  is  to  be 
met.  I  told  the  Committee,  and  they 
appeared  to  agree  with  me,  that  freih 
taxation  iu  the  course  of  the  current 
year  was  most  undesirable,  and  would 
be  most  confusing.  A  loan  in  India  to 
that  amount  was  hardly  possible,  and, 
perhaps,  equally  undesirable.  Both 
these  expediente  have,  therefore,  been 
put  aside,  and  the  Government  of  India 
determined  to  increase  the  loan  needed 
for  irrigation  and  railways — the  contem- 
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plated  amount  of  which  in  the  Budget 
had  been  estimated  at  £2,225,000— to 
£3,500,000  Stock,  producing  about 
£2,992,000  of  money,giving  an  mcreased 
receipt  to  the  resources  of  the  year  of 
£767,000.  The  balances  in  India  on 
March  31,  1B66,  were  estimated  by  the 
Budget  iu  March  last  to  be  £10,205,000. 
These  balances  would  have  been  weak- 
ened by  the  increased  expenditure  to 
the  extent  of  £3,430,000 ;  but  they  will 
now  be  strengthened  by  the  improve- 
ment of  railway  receipts  to  the  amount 
of  £600,000,  by  economieato  the  amount 
of  £1,097,000,  and  by  the  reduction  of 
the  drawings  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  the  amount  of  £2,000,000,  leaving  a 
net  increase  of  balance  over  what  was 
estimated  in  the  Budget  of  March  last 
of  £167,000. 

I  turn  now  to  the  Home  Treasury. 
The  balances  in  England  were  esti- 
mated by  the  Budget  of  March  last 
as  likely  to  be,  on  the  31st  of  March, 
1886,  £2,696.000.  These  balances  will 
be  reduced  by  the  extra  expenditure 
incurred  in  England  to  the  amount 
of  £1,025,000.  They  will  be  further 
reduced  by  the  diminished  drawings  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  amount 
of  £1,600,000,  and  these  reduations 
wonld  only  have  left  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  a  balance  on  the  Slot  of  March, 
1B86,  of  £71,000.  To  this  amount  must 
be  added  an  increase  of  the  loan  which 
I  have  spoken  of  to  the  amount  of 
£767,000,  and  further  receipts  of  capital 
from  the  Southern  Mahratta  Boilway  to 
the  amount  of  £380.000,  giving  a  ba- 
lance on  the  31st  of  March,  1886,  as 
now  estimated,  of  £1,218,000  instead  of 
£2,696,000.  The  original  unprovided 
charge  of  £3,101,000  has  in  reality  been 
only  partly  provided  for  to  the  extent  of 
£1,478,000  drawn  from  the  balances  in 
India;  and  although  these  will  still 
leave  a  balance  at  home  of  £1,218,000, 
it  is  obvious  that  the  balance  is  none  too 
large.  Indeed,  it  is  rather  too  small  to 
provide  for  the  current  expenditure  of 
the  year ;  and,  therefore,  not  only  ia  it 
more  convenient,  but  I  think  more 
honest  and  accurate,  to  say  that  about 
£1,500,000  of  the  original  deficit  is 
really  carried  forward  to  next  year,  un- 
provided for  either  by  temporary  or  per- 
manent loans.  I  think  the  Committee 
will  agree  with  me  that  this  is  a  more 
accurate  and  fair  view  of  the  matter, 
when  I  state  that  the  average  bolanees  in 
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India  on  the  Slat  of  Uarcli  for  ths  last 
10  years  amounted  to  £U,0()0,0[)0,  and 
in  England  the  average  is  £2,500,000. 
The  average  in  both  countries  during 
the  10  years  ia  £16,500,000  ;  thia  year 
in  India  tlis  balance  is  £10,000,000  ) 
in  England  the  balance  is  about 
£1,500,000 — and  taking:  the  twooonn- 
tries  together  £11,500,000. 

The  Committee  is  no  doubt  aware  that 
the  Oorernmeut  of  India  since  1 B8 1  has 
provided  for,  or  rather  has  professed  to 
provide  for,  £2,000,000  more  than  the 
oatimated  Expenditure  of  the  year — that 
is  to  say,  it  has  endeavoured  to  provide 
a  surplus  of  £500,000  every  ysar,  and 
haa  also  endeavoured  to  provide 
£1,500,000  for  what  is  called  the 
Famine  Insurance  Eund.  Ths  Oomtnit- 
tee  is  also  aware  that  that  £1,500,000— 
a  provision  which  dates  from  1881 — is 
usually  applied  in  three  ways.  It  is 
usually  ap[ilied  first  in  direct  famine  re- 
lief; but  the  amount  under  this  head 
since  1881  has  been  extremely  small.  It 
is  also  applied  for  the  purpose  of  making 
railways  and  irrigation  works  as  protec- 
tion against  famine  generally  to  the 
amount  of  £750,000,  and  tho  remain- 
ing £750,000  has  been  taken  for  the  re- 
duction of  the  ordinary  Debt.  This 
year  Sir  Auckland  Golvin  proposed,  in 
hie  Budget,  to  allot  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Famine  Insurance  Fund  £33,000 
under  the  head  of  direct  famine  relief. 
He  proposed,  also,  to  take  £287,000 
from  the  Fund  for  the  protective  irriga- 
ttoD  works.  It  was  also  proposed  to 
spend  on  protective  railways.  State  rail- 
ways, and  on  Frontier  railways  an 
amount  equal  to  £1,398,000  of  Ilevenuo, 
and  to  this  sum  was  allotted  from  the 
Famine  Insurance  Fund  £500,000.  Ths 
railways  provided  for  under  that  head 
were  two  railways  in  tho  Madras  Presi- 
dency— the  Cuddapore-Nellore  and  Bel- 
lary-Kistna,  and  in  Baj  poo  tana  the 
Bewari-Ferozepore ;  in  Oude,  the  Luck- 
now-Sitapur  line  was  to  be  constructed 
from  Provincial  funds.  But,  Sit,  tbi 
£700,000  which  the  Oovemment  of 
India  has,  in  its  emergency,  provided 
for  their  expenditure  has  ooviously 
been  withdrawn  from  some  of  these 
works,  and  also  the  £680,000  from 
the  Famine  Insurance  Fund,  which 
would  have  gone  to  the  reduction  of  tho 
Debt,  is  really  left  in  balances  to  meet 
general  expenditure ;  and,  though  to  this 
extent  the  amount  which  viU  have  to 
LordSando^h  Churchill 


bo  borrowed  next  year  will  bo  undoubt- 
edly reduced,  it  is,  perhaps,  more  honest 
and  straightforward  and  correct  to  say 
that,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  the 
Famine  Insurance  Fund  has  been  swal- 
lowed up  by  the  peculiar  demands  of 
"eyear. 

I  think  the  Committee  will  agree  that 
this  Financial  Statement  is  not  a  very 
exhilarating  anticipation,  and  also  that 
it  is  rather  "Lard  lines"  upon  the  Mi- 
nister coming  into  Office  so  recently  to 
have  to  make  his  Financial  Statement 
under  otroumetances  which  are  certainly 
more  or  less  depressing. 

The  Statement  which  I  have  made 
shows  an  unprovided  charge  of 
£1,500,000,  and  the  celebrated  Famine 
InsuranceFund  practically  eaten  up.  But 
I  am  sorry  to  say  that  is  not  all.  There  is 
more  which  I  shall  have  to  tell  the  Com- 
miltee.  Ths  whole  condition  of  India, 
political  and  financial,  has  been  suddenly 
changed,  and  the  change  has  not  been 
for  the  better,  I  say  suddenly  changed; 
but  the  change  ought  not  to  have  been 
sudden  ;  it  ought  to  have  been  foreseen 
and  provided  for;  but  the  change  has 
been  sudden,  and  for  the  suddenness  of 
that  change  neither  the  Government  of 
Lord  Dufferin  in  India,  nor  the  Govern- 
ment of  Lord  Salisbury  at  home,  can  in 
any  way  be  held  responsible.  Then,  Sir, 
not  only  for  the  purpose  of  clearing  the 
present  Qovernment  of  alt  responsibility 
tor  this  peculiar  financial  condition  of 
affairs,  but  also  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
abling the  Committee  and  the  country 
to  realize  the  real  natiire  of  the  change 
which  has  come  over  India,  I  would  ask 
the  Committee  to  take  a  brief  glance 
with  me  into  the  finances  of  the  next 
year,  1886-7.  Sir,  in  order  that  the 
Committee  may  understand  what  it 
really  means  in  pounds,  shillings,  and 

fience,  that  India  has  ceased  to  be  iso- 
ated  from  all  contact  with  any  European 
Power  except  ourselves,  I  may  remind 
the  Committee  that  last  year  a  loan  of 
£3,000,000  at  3  per  cent  was  issued  by 
the  Indian  Government  in  London  at 
an  average  rate  of  94,  and  this  year  a 
loan  for  the  same  amount,  and  at  the 
same  rate  of  interest,  has  been  issued 
at  an  average  rate  of  85^.  Well,  I 
think  the  Committee  will  agree  that  a 
change  of  position,  political  and  finan- 
cial, which  can  cause  Indian  credit  to 
fall  in  London  by  so  much  as  8  or  9 
per  cent  in  issue  price  ia  a  obang*  of 
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great  magnitude  and  of  eerious  impoif 
ance. 

Sir,  I  have  told  the  Committee  the 
Bmount  of  extia  military  charge  imposed 
on  the  Beveuue  of  the  ouneot  year  on 
account  of  the  ill-Buccess  of  the  uegotia- 
tioQS  in  reference  to  the  Afghan  Frontier, 
and  I  place  that  extra  charfre  at  about 
£1,500,000.  If  that  were  all,  if  it  were 
an  abnormal  charge — a  charge  not  likely 
to  recur — the  Finance  Minister  might 
deplore  it,  but  he  need  not  be  anxious 
or  over-concerned.  But,  unfortunately, 
a  targe  part  of  it  cannot  be  treated  now 
as  abnormal.  I  put  aside  the  question 
of  Frontier  railways,  for  which,  aa 
the  Committee  is  aware,  under  the  East 
India  Loan  Bill  a  sum  of  £S,000,000 
has  been  proTided.  I  put  aside  for  the 
moment  the  question  of  the  fortification 
of  the  frontier,  and  the  additional  rail- 
ways necessary  for  the  connection  of 
these  fortifications  and  for  their  proper 
defence,  the  additional  charge  for  which 
may  be  taken,  roughly,  at  something  like 
£3,000,000.  The  Committee  will  recollect 
that  that  sum  will  not  include  the  arma- 
ment of  the  fortifications ;  and  here  I  may 
mention  that,  in  connection  with  these 
fortifications,  the  GoTernment  of  India 
have  just  sent  home  a  very  elaborate 
and  oonslderable  plan  for  carrying  into 
effect  the  policy  which  has  been  resolved 
upon  in  India  and  at  home,  and  which 
has  been  unanimously  approved  by  all 
Parties  for  strengthening,  as  far  as 
human  ingenuity  can  do  it,  the  North- 
western ll'rontier  of  India. 

But  what  the  Committee  ought  to 
look  to  now  is  the  permanent  increased 
military  charge,  which  may  amount  to 
something  like  £2,000,000  a-year,  and 
which  can  hardly  be  reduced  below 
£1,SOO,000.  Perhaps  the  Committee 
will  be  interested  if  I  venture  to  go  into 
details  on  this  point.  In  the  first  place. 
Sir,  the  Indian  Government  have,  with 
the  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
provided  for  what  I  am  astonished  that 
the  Government  of  Lord  Bipon  did  not 
provide  for  before— tho  formation  of  a 
Beserre  for  the  Indian  Native  Army. 
That  will  add,  when  the  scheme  is  fully 
in  operation,  250  long-service  men  to 
the  strength  of  each  regiment  called  out 
in  times  of  emergency  ;  and  it  will  add 
to  the  strength  of  the  Indian  Army 
when  called  out  for  service  in  the  field  a 
total  number  of  26,700  men.  This 
formation  of  a  Natire  Beserre  will  coat 
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the  BeTsnuesof  India  about  15  lakhs 
a-year.  The  second  military  measure 
which  the  times  hare  rendered  necessary 

an  increase  of  the  Native  Cavalry. 
It  has  been  thought  impossible  to  make 
any  efi'ectual  Reserve  of  the  Cavalry 
men,  and  it  has  therefore  been  thought 
neoesBary  to  keep  your  Caralty  arm  up 
to  its  full  strength — the  strength  which 
would  be  required  should  hostilities 
break  out.  Acting  upon  that  opinion, 
the  Government  of  India  have,  with  the 
sanction  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  deter- 
mined to  increase  the  Bengal  and  Bom- 
bay Cavalry  regiments  from  the  strength 
of  550  sabres  in  three  squadrons  to  the 
strength  of  650  sabres  in  four  squad- 
rons, and  to  give  one  additional  British 
officer  to  each.  It  has  also  been  deter- 
mined to  create  three  new  Cavalry  regi- 
ments— two  in  Bengal  and  one  in  Bom- 
bay—of the  increased  new  strength,  and 
that  will  give  a  total  increase  of  strength 
to  the  Indian  Native  Cavalry  of  3,900, 
and  the  total  additional  cost  to  the  Be- 
venne  of  India  will  be  25  lakhs.  It  has 
also  bees  determined  to  add  to  the  five 
existing  Ooorkha  regiments  a  separate 
battalion  for  each.  The  Durbar  of  Ne- 
paul,  with  the  utmost  loyalty  and  gene- 
rosity, has  removed  all  restrictions  which 
interfered  with  our  recruiting  for  the 
Goorkha  regiments,  and  we  have  deter- 
mined to  take  advantage  of  the  attitude 
— of  the  praiseworthy  attitude — of  the  ■ 
Nepaul  Durbar,  to  increase  the  Ooorkha 
regiments  in  the  way  I  have  mentioned. 
That  will  give  us  an  increase  of  Infantry 
soldiers  in  that  branch  of  4,550  men, 
forming  the  finest  fighting  material  to 
be  found  in  the  East,  and  possibly  as 
fine  ae  any  that  exists  anywhere  in  the 
world.  That  will  cost  the  Indian  Go- 
vernment an  additional  outlay  of  II 
lakhs. 

Now,  Sir,  it  has  also  been  determined 
to  arm  the  Native  troops  with  the  Mar- 
tini-Henry riHe.  Of  course,  that  is  an 
arrangement  which  cannot  be  carried 
out  all  at  once.  It  can  only  be  done 
gradually,  and  its  rapidity  must  depend, 
in  a  groat  degree,  upon  whether  or  not  a 
newrifloisprovidedfortheBritishArmy, 
If  the  British  soldier  is  supplied  with  a 
new  rifle,  that  would,  of  course,  release 
for  the  Indian  Army  the  Martini- 
Henry's  now  in  the  possession  of  our 
troops  at  home.  But  for  thisyearthere 
will  be  a  certain  number  of  Martini- 
Henry's— I  think  about  4O,00&— pro- 
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vided  for  the  Indiaa  Army,  which  will 
cost  the  Indian  Oovernment  £144,000. 
The  total  ooat  of  re-anuing  the  whole 
Army  in  this  way  I  cannot  now  give. 

In  addition  to  all  this  there  will  also 
oome  on  the  Indian  Bevenues  heavy 
charges  for  torpedoes  and  gan-boats  for 
harbour  and  coast  defence.  The  first 
outlay  for  this — ^I  am  only  giving  a 
rough  estimate— will  be  from  £200,000 
to  £250,000,  and  in  addition  to  that  you 
will  have  to  calculate  on  a  charge  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  crewa  and  equip- 
ment. I  think  I  shall  not  be  far  wrong 
if  I  place  the  total  extra  cost  imposed 
upon  the  Bevenues  of  India  under  this 
head  at  about  £1,000,000  sterling, 
roughly  speaking. 

Well,  Sir,  wemust  not  conceal  from  our- 
selves, and  uo  one  of  experience  would 
deny,  that  this  very  important  increase 
of  the  Native  Arm^  will  prob  ably  neces- 
Bitate  an  increase  in  the  number  of  Bri- 
tish troops  in  India,  and,  although  that 
matter  has  not  yet  been  decided  upon, 
so  far  as  the  amount  of  the  increase  is 
concerned,  by  the  Government  of  India, 
I  think  I  may  say  that  the  principle  has 
been  decided  upon ;  and  the  Committee 
will  not  go  ver^  Un  wrong  if,  taking 
all  these  additions  together  —  and  I 
doubt  whether  any  Member  of  the 
Oommittee  will  question  the  necessity 
of  taking  them  all  together — the  addi- 
tions for  fortifications,  railways,  and 
other  miscellaneons  items — and  adding 
them  all  up,  they  may  prepare  them- 
selves for  an  additional  charge  upon 
the  Bevenues  of  India  of  cIobo  upon 
£2,000,000  a-year,  extending  over  an 
indefinite  length  of  time.  How  we  are 
to  meet  this  charge  it  is  not  for  me  to 
say ;  but  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  it 
wUl  tax  to  the  utmost  the  skill  and  in- 
genuity of  Lord  Dufferin  and  his  finan- 
cial Advisers.  The  situation  is  full  of 
difficulties.  The  extra  available  re- 
sources— financial  resources — are  nar- 
row. Perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to  in- 
dicate their  nature,  merely  premising 
that  there  are  objections  to  the  use  of 
nearly  all,  and  very  strong  objections 
to  the  use  of  some.  In  the  first  place, 
we  might  attempt  to  meet  the  additional 
expenditure  by  loan  ;  but  that  is  a  pro- 
ceeding which  should  only  be  resorted  to 
with  ^eat  caution.  In  the  second  place, 
ve  might  attempt  to  meet  it  by  capitaliz- 
ing a  portion  of  the  Famine  Fund ;  but 
much  the  same  thing  may  be  said  of  that, 
""    ■'Jiaiidolpk  Chwehiil 


and  there  would  be  considerable  objec- 
tions to  that  course.  In  the  third  pl&ce, 
the  Qovemment  of  India  might  resort 
to  taxation ;  and  under  the  head  of 
taxation  they  have,  I  think,  three 
courses  open  to  them.  They  might  re- 
cast, re-arrange,  and  extend  tbe  licence 
tax ;  and  to  that  course  I  think  there  ia 
no  objection  at  all — on  the  contrarj, 
there  are  reasons  for  performing  that 
operation.  Or  they  might  re-impose 
the  Income  Tax ;  but  to  that  there 
might  be  considerable  objection.  Or 
they  might  raise  the  Salt  Tax ;  and  to 
that  course,  I  imagine,  there  would  be 
enormous  objection.  The  Committee 
will  remember  that  no  indirect  taxation 
of  great  importance  is  any  longer  avail- 
able. Anything  in  the  direstion  of 
Customs'  taxation  of  any  financial  Talae 
has  been  swept  away,  and  there  are 
insuperable  objections  to  its  re-impo- 
sition BO  long  as  you  keep  on  in  Uiia 
country  your  present  fiscal  arrange- 
ments. Then  there  is  a  fourth  means 
of  getting  money  for  the  Government 
of  India.  I  do  not  imagine,  however, 
that  the  sum  gained  would  be  very 
large,  and  there  might  be  an  immense 
objection  to  its  adoption.  I  mean  the 
abrogation  or  revision  of  what  are  called 
"  Froviucial  contracts."  I  do  not  think 
it  is,  at  present,  my  duty  to  give  any 
opinion  on  these  four  methods  of  getting 
money ;  but  there  is  a  method  of  getting 
money  on  which  I  would  express  a  very 
strong  opinion,  and  I  hope  the  Com- 
mittee will  agree  with  me  upon  it,-  be- 
cause it  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
that  Indian  opinion  in  England  should 
exert  pressure  upon  Engli^  opinion  in 
India.  That  method  is,  that  due  re- 
gard should  be  paid  to  economy.  It 
seems  almost  a  truism  to  say  so  in  this 
country;  but  it  is  not  a  truism  with 
respect  to  Indian  finance.  The  expen- 
diture under  the  Government  of  Lord 
Eipon  has  increased  by  no  less  a  sum 
than  £1,200,000  on  Civil  buildings  and 
roads,  thus  bringing  that  charge  up  to 
something  like  £3,800,000;  and  that, 
surely,  in  times  of  emergency,  might  be 
made  to  bear  a  very  considerable  reduc- 
tion. Then,  I  would  ask,  has  not  tbe  time 
arrived  when  the  expenditure  from 
Bevenue  on  railways  and  irrigation 
might  he  considerably  reduced  f  In 
1883-4  the  Government  of  India  sp(?nt 
£619,000  out  of  Bevenue  on  these 
works:  in  1 B64-5  they  epent  £1,498,000 ; 
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aud  last  year  they  spent   £1,695,000, 

S'viag  an  average  expenditure  out  of 
erenne  on  railvays  and  irrigation  for 
the  last  three  yeare  of  £1,370,000.  It 
does  BBBm  to  me  that  if  you  are  to  have 
an  expenditure  which  is  absolutely  ne- 
cessary and  vital  to  the  interests  of  India 
and  its  security,  and  if  that  expenditare 
is  increased  to  the  extent  which  I  have 
named,  and  if  you  find  that  a  very  large 
expenditure  is  going  on  upon  Civil 
buildings  and  roads,  and  irrigation 
and  rauwayB,  out  of  Bevenue,  the  in- 
ference is  obvious  and  irresistible  that, 
if  yoQ  have  to  choose  between  extra 
taxation  on  the  one  hand,  which  must 
press  hardly  upon  populations  which 
cannot  he  wealthy,  and  economies  on 
the  other  hand,  and  a  large  cutting 
down  of  your  Revenue  expenditure 
upon  public  works,  you  are  Dound  to 
choose  the  latter  course,  and  you  have 
no  right  to  resort  to  the  former  until 
you  have  obtained  from  your  enforced 
economies  all  the  money  which  can 
reasonably  and  safely  be  realized  bom 
them  in  order  to  be  expended  upon  such 
public  works. 

Sir,  Z  do  not  dwell  upon  all  these 
matters  in  order,  in  any  way,  to  alarm 
the  Committee  or  the  country.  There 
is  nothing  whatever,  to  my  mind — and 
I  speak  the  opinions  of  others  of  great 
auUiority  —  there  is  nothing  whatever 
of  a  nature  calculated  to  cause  alarm  as 
regards  the  financial  condition  of  India. 
It  is  a  condition  of  difficulty  and,  per- 
haps, of  anxiety,  but  not  of  alarm.  My 
reasons  for  placing  all  this  before  tbe 
Committee  are  widely  different.  My 
first  reason  is  to  fix  the  responsibility 
for  the  present  state  of  things  on  the 
right  shoulders;  and,  secondly,  to  in- 
terest public  opinion,  and  bring  home 
to  the  minds  of  the  electors  the  real 
nature  and  character  of  the  care  and 
anxiety  which  must  be  borne  by  the 
Indian  Viceroy.  I  wish  to  lay  down,  in 
the  first  place,  that  the  greatest  and, 
perhaps,  the  most  unpardonable  crime 
of  wtuch  a  Governor  General  of  India 
can  be  guilty,  is  tiiat  he  should  not  look 
ahead,  and  should  not  make  provision 
for  tbe  future.  The  Oovernment  of 
England  cannot,  from  its  very  nature, 
look  very  far  head.  Its  policy  is  always 
policy  rather  from  month  to  month  and 
trom  week  to  week — sometimes  from 
day  to  day.  It  is  always  more  or  less  a 
policy  from  hand  to  month,  and  the  rea- 


son is  that  your  Government  here  de- 
pends on  a  Parliamentary  majority, 
which  is  violently  assailed  and  swayed 
by  an  enligbtened,  but,  at  tbe  same 
time,  a  capricious  public  opinion.  Sir, 
the  Government  of  England  has  to 
think,  in  framing  its  policy,  of  tbe 
state  of  Europe,  of  our  Colonies,  of 
Ireland,  of  the  state  of  Parties  in  Eng- 
land, of  the  elections,  and  last,  but  not 
least,  of  the  state -of  Business  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  It  has  to  think 
of  all  these  subjects  besides  India,  and 
all  these  questions  have  to  take  their 
turn,  and  have  all,  more  or  less,  their 
chance  of  modifying  and  colouring  the 
policy  of  the  Government.  The  result 
is  that,  although  in  England  we  possess 
an  unrivalled  Constitution  and  unex- 
ampled freedom,  yet  we  have  purchased 
that  freedom  at  the  price  of  little  sta- 
bility and  little  continuity  in  ourGovem- 
ment,  at  the  price  of  hardly  any  fore- 
thought as  regards  economy  in  our  con- 
duct of  afi'airs.  Of  course  the  Committee 
will  understand  that  these  remarks  of 
mine  are  intended  to  be  perfectly  general, 
and  if  there  is  any  exception  to  be  made 
to  them  it  would  be  in  the  case  of  Her 
Majesty's  present  Government.  But — 
and  this  is  what  I  am  leading  to—the 
Government  of  India  is  exempt  from 
all  these  disadvantages.  It  is  a  Qovem- 
ment  in  its  nature  purely  irresponsible 
and  despotic ;  but  perhaps  it  is  a  des- 
potism of  tbe  beat  kind,  because  it  is 
not  hereditary.  AVe  do  our  best  in  this  . 
country  to  supply  India  from  time  to 
time  with  a  statesman  who  shall  exer- 
cise the  tremondouB  powers  of  Govern- 
ment, and  who  shall,  as  well  as  being 
courageous,  at  the  same  time  be  wise 
and  experienced,  and  moral  and  hu- 
mane. In  India  it  is  not  as  it  is  in 
England.  In  India  you  have  no  public 
opinion  to  apeak  of— you  have  no  power 
of  the  Press.  You  have  hardly  any 
imela  upon  the  Oovernment  of  any 
sort  or  kind ;  and  it  is  for  that  rea- 
son I  say  that,  if  the  Governor  Gene- 
ral of  India,  in  formfng  and  fram- 
ing his  own  policy,  does  not  look 
ahead  and  provide  for  the  future,  he 
not  only  commits  a.  blunder,  but  he  is 
guilty  of  a  crime.  I  am  content  to  ap- 
ply this  general  statement  to  the  Go- 
vernment of  Lord  Ittpun,  and  I  will  tell 
tbe  Committee  why  I  do  so,  and  how 
I  have  arrived  at  that  unfortunate  con- 
viction.   Lord  Bipon  went  out  to  India 
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fall  of  knowledge  of  the  stato  of  affaire 
in  Europe.  He  knew  all  tlie  erenta 
vrhioh  had  occurred,  of  the  Busao -Turkish 
War  which  led  to  the  Treaty  of  San 
Stefano,  and  to  the  Congress  at  Berlin — 
he  knew  that  all  these  erents  had  neces- 
sitated great  preparationa  by  Hussia  for 
warin  &dia.  He  also  had  great  know- 
ledge— he  mnst  have  had  great  know- 
ledge— of  the  gradual,  but  sure,  oxten- 
nion  of  the  Uussiati  Empire  in  that 
direction.  Now,  Sir,  I  do  not  eay  that 
there  was  any  necessity  why  Lord  Bipon 
ahoold  have  been  nervous,  or  fussy,  or 
excited,  or  quarrelsome,  or  predatory. 
Nothing  of  the  sort.  But  I  want  to  ask 
whether  the  oommoneat  prudence  and 
most  ordinary  common  sense  would  not 
hare  dictated  that  all  these  great  his- 
torical facts  should  have  been  bome  in 
mind,  should  have  influenced  his  whols 
Bcheme  of  government,  and  had  an  im- 
portant bearing'  on  his  financial  arrange- 
ments ?  Well,  Sir,  what  was  the  fact  ? 
I  say  nothing  of  the  abandonment  of 
Oandahar,orof  the  "scientificFrontier." 
I  say  not  much  about  the  discontinuance 
and  destruction  of  the  Quotta  Bailway. 
I  come  rather  to  the  acts  of  Lord  Bipon'i 
Government  which  affected  the  finance 
of  those  years,  and  which  are  seriously 
affecting  the  finance  of  this  year.  Sir, 
Lord  Bipon  had  prosperous  times  to  deal 
with.  He  bad  to  deal  with  an  increasing 
Bevenue.  The  sky  overhead,  to  an  ordi- 
nary and  careless  observer,  seemed  very 
blue.  Danger  apparently  bad  passed 
■  away,  so  far  as  foreign  affairs  were 
ooncemed,  and  so  far  as  they  had  any 
bearing  whatever  on  Indian  finances, 
and  Lord  Bipon  and  his  oounsellots  laid 
themselves  down  and  slept.  All  indirect 
taxation  of  any  value  was  remitted, 
Customs  Duties  were  almost  totally  abo- 
lished, the  Salt  Duty  was  lowered  very 
largely — admirable  arrangements.  Sir, 
in  themselves,  but  defective,  somewhat, 
in  this — that  no  provision  was  made,  and 
no  forethought  was  taken,  for  the  future. 
Sir,  in  1882-3  the  Native  Army  of  India 
was  reduced  by  five  Cavalry  regiments 
and  16  Infantry  regiments.  TbeBritiah 
Army,  under  the  care  of  the  noble  Mar- 
quess opposite(  the  Marquess  of  Harting- 
ton),  and  in  conjunction  with  the  Vice- 
roy, Lord  Bipon,  was  allowed  to  fall  by 
10,000  men  below  its  proper  strength : 
and  to  bring  it  up  to  its  full  strength, 
which  is  now  very  nearly  reached,  has 
cost  the  Indian  Oovemmsnt  something 
Ztrd  RanMjih  Churchill 


like  £100,000.  No  Frontier  railways 
were  commenced — I  do  not  kuow  that 
were  even  planned — no  Frontier 
roads  were  made,  no  preparations  of  any 
sort  or  kind  were>set  on  foot  for  the  de- 
fence of  that  long  and  difficult  Frontier, 
which  surely  in  prosperous  times  a  wise 
man  would  haveprovided  for,  in  the  event 
of  a  rainy  day,  and  the  provision,  being 
required.  But  no,  Sir — iu  all  these 
matters  Lord  Bipou  slept,  lulled  by  the 
langour  of  the  land  of  the  lotus.  Yet 
there  was  mucb  which  ought  to  have 
aroused  him.  In  1882  the  Bussian  Qo- 
vemment  themselves,  with  the  utmost 
possible  frankness  and  candour,  called 
your  attention  to  their  proceedings  in 
Central  Asia,  and  invited  you,  at  that 
time,  to  delimit  the  Frontier  of  Afghan- 
istan, the  territory  of  your  Afghan  Ally, 
and  they  only  received  a  dull  and  sullen 
reply  as  from  a  man  under  the  influence 
of  a  narcotic.  You  have  had  constant 
warnings,  and  it  is  curious  to  observe, 
in  certain  letters  from  the  Ameerto  Lord 
Duiferin,  and  in  the  accounts  of  his  in- 
terview with  him  at  Eawul  Pindi,  how 
constantly  you  come  across  the  old  fami- 
liar observation — "ItoldyouBo."  Well, 
Sir,  all  the  time  Lord  Bipon  was  there 
the  cloud  grew  bigger,  the  distant  dark- 
ness came  nearer  and  grew  blacker,  and 
the  great  military  Power  loomed  larger 
and  more  distinct  upon  your  Borders. 
Lord  Bipon  and  his  counsellors  slum- 
bered and  slept,  never  dreaming  that 
any  foreigu  danger  could  by  an;  pos- 
sibility come  nigh  those  Dominions  which 
had  been  entrusted  to  their  watchful 
care,  taking  no  thought  for  the  morrow, 
heedless  or  ignorant  of  the  future,  which 
was  shaping  itself  with  the  utmost  clear- 
ness under  their  eyes.  Then,  Sir,  there 
came  a  sharp  and  loud  awakening.  The 
BuBsion  hosts  absorbed  the  territory  of 
Merv,  and  rapidly  filled  up  the  vacuum 
to  the  South  which  you  hod  so  in- 
cautiously and  blindly  left,  and  Lord 
Bipon  and  his  counsellors  were  found, 
like  the  foolish  virgins,  with  no  oil  in 
their  lamps.  Then  followed  the  fruit- 
less Frontier  negotiations,  and  Lord 
Bipon  came  home,  and  Lord  Dufferin 
went  out,  not  one  hour  too  soon  for  the 
safety  of  India,  and  for  the  tranquillity 
of  our  Indian  Empire.  Next  we  see  the 
lonely  and  unsupported  British  Commis- 
sioner endeavouring  to  stop  the  advance 
of  the  Bussian  troops — troops  flushed 
with   Bucoess,    and   animated   by  the 
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higheat  hopes  of  glory  and  of  booty. 
Then  came  the  incident  of  Penjdob,  and, 
following  that,  the  Vote  of  Credit  of 
£11.000,000.  Nert  came  the  haatyand 
hurried  recommencement  of  the  Quetta 
fiailnay,  which  had  been  too  foolishly 
abandoned.  Then  came  the  announoe- 
nent  of  the  Frontier  railways  and  roads, 
which  had  been  too  fatally  postponed. 
And  then  came  your  additional  military 
expenditure  in  India  of  from  £3,000,000 
to  £4,000,000;  and  th«  reault  of  it  all  ia 
now  before  the  Committee,  in  the  deficit 
on  the  Indian  Accounts  for  the  year  of 
£1,500,000  sterling,  and  in  the  perma- 
nent extra  military  charge  on  the  Beve- 
nne  of  India  of  no  less  than  £2,000,000 
sterling.  Now,  Sir,  the  good  times  are 
gone.  The  available  financial  resources 
have  ^t  very  narrow,  and  those  that  you 
bad  in  Lord  Sipon's  time  have  been 
wantonly  thrown  away.  No  economy  of 
any  sort  or  kind  was  practised  by  Lord 
lUpon's  Qovemmeut.  The  expenditure 
on  Civil  buildings,  aa  I  have  already  said, 
was  allowed  to  be  increased  by  over 
£1,000,000  &-year.  Your  Famine  In- 
Buranoe  Fund,  of  which  you  made  so 
much,  has  been  proved  to  be  in  time  of 
trial  Ulnsory.  I  look  back  on  that  Tice- 
Toyalty,  and  I  declare  that,  although  I 
andeavoured  to  contemplate  the  action 
of  the  late  Government  of  India  without 
any  Party  passion  at  all,  I  am  unable  to 
find  in  it  one  redeeming  feature.  I  see 
the  great  and  noble  and  necessary  policy 
of  admitting  the  Natives  to  a  large  and 
gradnally  inoreasing  share  in  the  Qo- 
vernment  of  India,  so  clumsily,  so  stu- 

Eidly  handled  that  it  has  been  thrown 
ack  possibly  for  a  generation.  I  see 
reoklessnesa  and  carelessness  in  the 
managementof  home  and  foreign  afiairs : 
and  as  Secretary  of  State,  having  to  place 
these  results  before  the  House  of  Com- 
mons in  the  practical  matter-  of-f  act  form 
of  figures  and  facts,  I  disown  and  repu- 
diate, on  behalf  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment, responsibility  of  any  sort  or  kind 
for  that  policy,  and  I  hold  up  that  Tice- 
royalty  and  the  Government  which  was 
responsible  for  it,  and  the  Government 
which  sanctioned  it,  and  the  Government 
which  adopted  it  and  introduced  it,  to 
the  censure  and  the  condemnation  of  the 
British  and  Indian  peoplt 

Sir,  I  have  thought  it  right,  hi  justice 
to  the  present  Government,  and  in  the 
interest  of  India,  to  place  the  situation 
before  the  Committee  in   a  somewhat 
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dark  and  gloomy  light ;  but  I  have  done 
BO  in  order  that  the  enormoue  change 
which  has  como  over  the  condition  of 
the  Government  of  India  maybe  realized. 
But  the  Committee  and  the  public  would 
altogether  misconstrue  and  misinterpret 
my  remarks,  and  also  misinte^rst  the 
situation,  if  they  imagined  that  it  was  in 
any  way  of  a  desperate  character,  or  that 
there  was  anything  in  it  wMcb  could 
not  be  dealt  with  by  the  tact,  skiU,  and 
experience  of  Lord  Dufferin,  or  that 
Indian  finance,  at  the  present  moment, 
was  not  perfectly  capaole  of  adapting 
itself  to  the  circumstances,  and  enduring 
even  heavier  charges  than  those  I  hare 
indicated  to  the  Committee  as  necessary. 
I  shall,  therefore,  be  glad  to  show  the 
Committee,  by  facts  and  figures,  that 
the  Indian  Bevenue  is  elastic  and  grow- 
ing, and  that  it  would  be  the  greatest 
possible  mistake  to  suppose  that  there 
is  not  in  reality  a  very  large  margin 
of  reserve  on  which  the  Indian  Go- 
vernment,  in  time  of  difficulty,  might 
come.  It  is  of  the  last  importance  that 
Indian  credit  should  stand  as  high  as  it 
deserves  to  stand,  and  that  it  ought  not 
to  be  regarded  as  in  the  least  degree 
shaken  by  anything  which  may  have 
ooourred  lately.  It  is  for  that  reason  that 

I  will  ask  the  Committee  to  look  at  the 
statistics  of  Indian  finance  as  exempli- 
fied by  a  period  of  10  years.  I  will  take 
the  decade  which  has  just  elapsed — 
1874-5  to  1884-5 — and  I  will  compare 
the  figures  of  1874-5  with  the  figures  of 
18S4-S.  That  is  an  interesting  period, 
for  during  that  time  two  Governments 
have  held  Office  in  England,  and  three 
Viceroys  held  Office  in  India.  In 
1874  the  total  net  Bevenue  from  the 

II  principal  sources,  including  Land, 
Opium,  Salt,  Stamps,  Excise,  and  Cus- 
toms, was  £40,39:^,000.  In  1B84  the 
total  net  Bevenue  from  the  same  sources 
was  £43,393,000,  showing  an  increase 
of  Bevenue  of  nearly  £2,000,000  in  10 
years.  I  will  take.  Sir,  the  principal 
heads  of  that  Bevenue,  the  heads  which 
are  generally  assumed  to  show  the  finan- 
cial position  of  the  taxpayers  —  Salt', 
Stamps,  and  Eioiee.  I  find  that  in 
1674  the  Salt  Tax  yielded  to  the  Go- 
vernment of  India  £5,736,000,  and  that, 
although  since  that  time  the  duty  on 
salt  has  been  remitted  to  the  extent  of 
28  per  cent,  the  Salt  Tax  in  1884 
yielded  £5,803,000,  showing  an  in- 
orease    of    Bevenue   in    10   years   of 
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£126,000,  in  epite  of  the 
taxation.  I  find  that  in  1874  Stamps 
yielded  £2,597,000  ;  and  m  1S84 
£3,407,000— an  increaBe  of  £810,000, 
of  whioh  only  £120,000  vas  increased 
taxation.  The  Excise  in  1874  yielded 
to  the  Governmeat  of  India  £2,231,000, 
and  in  1884  £3,887,000,  shoving  an  in- 
crease of  £1,636,000,  of  which  only 
£56,000  was  increased  taxation.  Cus- 
toms in  1874  brought  in  £2,422,000, 
and  in  1884  only  £861,000;  but  this 
decrease  is  most  satisfactorily  accounted 
for  by  the  remission  of  the  Customs 
Duties  in  1863,  by  Sir  Evelyn  Baring, 
to  tlie  amount  of  £1,929,000.  In  a 
word,  while  you  find  an  increase  of  Be- 
Tenue  in  the  10  years  amounting  to 
£2,000,000,  you  find  that  in  that  period 
there  has  been  a  net  remission  of^  taxa- 
tion, after  allowing  for  the  increase  of 
Frovinoial  rates  and  assessed  taxes, 
amounting  to  £2,424,000.  Well,  now, 
if  to  this  you  add  your  profits  or  your 
charges  inourred  by  proauctive  public 
works,  you  will  arrive  at  a  still  more 
Batiafaotoiy  result.  In  1874  the  pro- 
ductive public  works  were  a  charge 
upon  the  Bevenue  of  India  to  the  extent 
of  £1,436,000  ;  but  in  1684  they  brought 
in  a  net  profit  of  £566,000,  showing  an 
improved  position  under  this  head,  in 
10  years,  to  the  extent  of  £2,002,000. 
The  interest  on  ordinary  Debt  and  obli- 
gations in  1874  was  £4,289,000  ;  but  in 
1884  it  had  fallen  to  £3,704.000,  ehow- 
ing  a  decrease  of  charge,  by  way  of 
interest,  of  £565,000  ;  or,  in  other 
words,  a  reduction  of  capital  Debt  to 
the  amount  of  £14,000,000.  Further, 
in  these  10  years  you  have  had  to  meet 
an  increased  charge  for  Civil  Qovem- 
meut  to  the  extent  of  £2,000,000,  as 
compared  with  1B74  ;  an  increased 
charge  for  non-productive  public  works 
of  £783,000,  as  compared  with  1674; 
an  increased  charge  for  Army  expendi- 
ture of  £718,000,  BS  compared  with 
1874;  and  an  increased  loss  by  exchange 
of  no  lees  than  £2,467,000,  because  the 
loss  by  exchange  in  1674  was  only 
£786,000,  while  in  1884  it  reached  the 
tremendous  figure  of  £3,253,000.  In 
the  10  years  the  expenditure  on  famine 
relief  was  £I0,SG4,000 ;  and  in  the  same 

iieriod  India  has  hod  to  meet  charges 
or  the  Afghan  War  amounting  to 
£11,840,000.  The  net  general  ex- 
penditure in  these  10  years,  under  the 
nine  principal  heads  of  Interest,  Post 
Zwrf  Rnndolph  Churchill 
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Office,  Civil  Departments,  Miacellaneons 
Charges,  Famine  Belief,  Non-produc- 
tive Public  Works,  Army,  Exchange, 
and  Prorincial  Contracts,  has  increased 
from  £37,739,000  in  1874to  £42,343,000 
in  1684— an  increase  of  £4,604,000;  yet 
during  all  that  time  your  India  Bevenue 
has  been  steadily  growing — so  elastio 
and  so  rebounding,  under  all  these  in- 
creasing and  fresh  liabilities,  that  the 
Indian  Government  has  been  able  to 
make  a  net  reduction  of  taxation  to  the 
extent  of  nearly  £2,500,000,  and  still 
finds  itself,  under  ordinary  circum- 
stanoes,  apart  from  abnormal  chaises, 
able  to  show  a  clear  actual  surplus  of 
Bevenue  over  Expenditure. 

Whether  it  was  wise  in  1883-4  to 
make  that  large  remission  of  taxation 
is  another  question.  I  have  already  said 
that  I  think,  if  the  foreign  policy  of  the 
late  Government  had  been  more  prudent 
and  more  far-sighted,  that  large  remis- 
sion of  taxation  would  not  have  been 
made ;  or,  at  any  rate,  it  would  have 
been  made  more  gradually  and  mors 
carefully.  Whether  it  was  wise  to  allow 
your  Civil  Expenditure  and  Bevenue 
Expenditure  on  public  works  to  grow 
so  rapidly  and  so  largely,  while  you,  at 
the  same  time,  remitted  taxation  so 
liberally,  is  another  matter  on  which 
I  venture  to  detain  the  Committee  for  a 
few  moments.  I  have  given  these  figures 
in  order  that  the  public  at  home  may 
see  for  themselves  that  the  Indian  finan- 
cial resources  still  possess  an  immense 
amount  of  vitality,  and  that  there  is  no 
reason  at  all  why  Indian  credit  should 
not  stand  as  high  as,  or  perhaj)s  even 
higher  than,  it  has  ever  done  smoe  the 
connection  between  Great  Britain  and 
India  began. 

8it,  if  the  financial  situation  of  India 
may  be  fairly  considered  as  being  of  an 
enduring  character,  to  whom  ought  that 
credit  to  be  attributed  V  I  have  said  a 
word  about  the  Viceroyalty  of  Lord 
Bipon,  and  I  will  now  eay  a  word  about 
another  Ticeroyolty  which  has  had  very 
scant  justice  done  to  it.  I  allude  to  the 
Viceroyalty  of  Lord  Lytlon.  The  closing 
years  of  Lord  Lytton's  Viceroyalty  were 
darkened  by  the  Afghan  War,  and  that 
most  untoward  event  excited  in  this 
country  the  fiercest  Party  passions,  and 
all  that  was  good  and  sound  and  wise  in 
the  Administration  of  Lord  Lytton  was 
for  the  time  lost  eight  of ;  but.  Sir,  this 
is  an  undoubted  fact,  and  a  fact  which 
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ottglit  DOW  to  ba  brought  to  light,  that, 
if  you  have  now  in  India  economioal, 
liealthf,  and  decentralized  finance,  it  is 
entirely  the  work  of  Lord  Ljtton — 
rSir  Geobob  Campbell  :  Ob,  oh !] — who, 
I  assert,  with  all  due  deference  to  the 
ton.  Member  for  Kirkcaldy,  carried 
into  effeot  Lord  Mayo'e  policy  of  giving 
the  FroTincial  Governments  that  control 
over,  and  that  interest  in,  their  own 
financial  prosperity  which  is  essential  to 
frugal  administration.  If  you  hare  com- 
plete Free  Trade  in  India,  again  I  say 
it  is  the  work  of  Lord  Lytton,  who, 
differing  from  and  resisting  and  over- 
ruling his  Council,  carried  out  the  policy 
of  Lord  Salisbury,  which  waa  greatly 
opposed  by  Lord  Nortbbrook,  and,  by 
BDolishing  the  duties  on  certain  classes  of 
coarser  cotton  goods,  enabled  Sir  Evelyn 
Baring,  in  1883,  to  free  the  remaining 
cotton  imports  from  duty.  If  you  have 
in  India  at  the  present  moment  the 
Salt  Tax  equalized  and  reduced,  so  that 
it  does  not  press  heavily  on  the  masses 
of  the  people,  that,  again,  is  entirely 
the  work  of  Lord  Lytton,  who,  witu 
immense  patience  and  immense  labour, 
succeeded  in  abolishing  2,500  miles  of 
Inland  Customs  line  through  the  heart 
of  India,  and  in  concluding  Salt  Treaties 
with  no  lees  than  36  Native  States.  All 
these  preliminary  and  difficult  operations 
made  it  very  easy  indeed  for  Sir  Evelyn 
Baring,  in  1883,  to  lower  the  Salt  Tax 
in  India.  Sir,  I  say  these  are  deeds 
which  are  a  good  mark  in  favour  of  any 
Administration.  They  were  obscured, 
even  denied  and  lost  sight  of,  by  what 
was,  perhaps,  one  of  the  most  wild 
storms  of  Farty  passion  that  ever  swept 
across  and  devastated  Indian  politics  at 
the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  the  Afghan 
War.     But  now  that  that  storm  has 

Saesed  away  those  are  deeds  that  can 
e  brought  to  light  and  demonstrated, 
because  they  were  deeds  which  were 
difficult  in  their  conception,  which  were 
large  in  their  operation,  and  which 
were  permanent  in  their  beneficial 
effects;  and  they  were  deeds  which 
merit,  and  which  will,  I  am  sure,  receive 
at  the  proper  time  tbe  recognition  and 
commendation  of  an  enlightened  and 
instruoted  and  impartial  public. 

Sir,  I  pass  from  all  these  matters, 
which  I  thought  it  was  essential  I  should 
dwell  upon,  but  which  I  admit  are,  to 
some  large  extent,  matters  of  contro- 
versy, and  I  proceed  rapidly  to  subjects 


of  more  general  interest  and  agree- 
ment. It  has  been  usual  for  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  in  his  Annual  Statement 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  to  glance  at 
the  condition  and  progress  of  India  in 
other  branches  than  those  purely  finan* 
oial.  Time,  however,  prevents  me.  I 
think  I  have  almost  exceeded  the  limit 
of  indulgence  of  the  Committee,  and  I 
am,  moreover,  not  particularly  anxious 
to  lead  the  Committee  into  a  string  of 
other  questions  now,  because  I  am  so 
anxious  that  its  attention  should  be  con- 
centrated on  the  peculiar  circumstances 
of  tbe  year,  and  on  the  transformation 
of  the  political  and  financial  position 
and  prospects  affected  in  India  by  the 
close  proximity  to  her  Borders  of  a  great 
European  Power  which  is  sustained  and 
defended  by  an  adventurous  and  ad- 
vancing army. 

But  perhaps  the  Conmiittee  will  allow 
me. to  draw  their  attention  rapidly  to 
four  circumatanoes.  In  the  first  place, 
I  would  ask  attention  to  the  new  opium 
arrangement  with  China.  On  this  subject 
Papers  will  be  at  once  presented  to  Par- 
liament, if  they  havonot  already  been  pre- 
sented; andl  will  only  say  it  is  estimated 
that,  under  this  arrangement,  China  will 
gain  an  addition  to  her  Revenue  of  over 
£1,000,000  a-year,  and  that  India  may 
lose  about  £250,000  a-year.  But  the 
arrangement  has,  or  ought  to  have,  at 
any  rate,  the  most  excellent  effect  of 
bringing  into  aotive  operation  much  of 
the  ChSoo  Convention  which  hitherto 
has  been  a  dead  letter;  and  it  has,  or 
ought  to  have,  the  effect  of  being  a 
settlement  perfectly  agreeable  and  ad- 
vantageous to  tbe  powerful  and  en- 
lightened Governmentof  China,  of  griev- 
ances and  causes  of  complaint  which 
have  for  many  years  been  a  source  of 
great  difficulty  and  anxiety.  I  am  quite 
willing  to  concede  whatever  merit  is 
due  in  this  matter  arising  from  the  de- 
termination of  these  long  negotiations 
to  Lord  Qranville  and  Lord  Kjmberley, 
who  had  charge  of  them. 

The  second  subject  on  which  I  would 
lite  to  draw  tbe  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee, but,  as  it  is  rather  late,  I  will 
pass  it  by,  is  that  of  the  principles  of 
the  re-settlement  of  land  by  the  Govern- 
ment, which  have  undergone  very  con- 
siderable modifications,  modificationa 
effected  by  long  correspondence  between 
the  Secretary  of  State  and  tbe  Viceroy 
of  India,  but  wbioh  modifioatioDs  are, 
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propose  tbomselves,  or  support,  alfotioii 
for  an  inquiry  ioto  the  system  of  gorem- 
mentinladia.  Twenty- eevea y oars  have 
now  elapsed  since  the  QoTemment  of 
India  was  taken  orer  by  the  Crown, 
and  inquiries  into  special  suhjecta  during 
that  time  have  been  made,  such  as  Indian 
finance  and  Indian  railways;  but  there 
has  been  do  general  inquiry  into  the 
operation  of  tho  various  Acts  establiah- 
ing  the  present  system  and  machiDery  of 
government  in  India ;  and  it  ie  into  the 
system  and  the  maohinery  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  India  in  all  its  parts  that 
inquiry,  aa  far  as  the  present  Govern- 
ment are  concerned,  will  be  strictly  and 
closely  made.  Sir,  there  ara  many  rea- 
sons in  favour  of  such  an  inquiry.  There 
is,  in  the  first  plaae,  the  general  value 
of  Farliamentary  inquiries.  Nothing  is 
ever  made  worse,  but  everything  may 
probably  be  made  better  than  it  is,  by 
a  thorough  reviewing  and  overhauling 
by  Parliament.  In  the  second  place, 
the  reason  why  I  support  the  idea  of 
holding  an  inquiry  is  that  the  arrangA- 
ment  under  which  the  old  East  India 
Company  ruled  India  provided  for  a 
Parliamentary  review  of  their  system 
every  20  years.  Every  20  years  they 
had  to  come  to  Parliament  for  a  renewal 
of  their  Charter,  and  every  review  of 
their  system  was  attended  with  most 
valuable  results  to  the  Empire  gene- 
rally. There  is  a  third  reason  wluch  I 
think  should  invite  Parliament  to  that 
inquiiy,  and  that  is  one  which  I  have 
alluded  to  already  in  the  course  of  my 
remarks — namely,  the  altered  circum- 
staoces  under  which  the  Government  of 
India  will  have  to  be  carried  on  in  the 
future.  In  the  fourth  place,  you  have, 
by  the  system  of  education  you  have 
carried  on  for  many  years  in  India,  by 
your  free  Press,  by  the  inSuenee  of 
Western  civiliEation,  produced  a  la^e 
body  of  most  intelligent  Native  opinion, 
which,  perhaps,  has  not  yet,  for  eome 
cause  or  other,  been  allowed  to  exercise 
that  amount  of  influence  upon  the  Go- 
vernment of  India  which  may  at  the 
present  time  be  regarded  as  reaaonahle, 
as  healthy,  and  as  safe.  I  know  of 
my  own  personal  knowledge  many  Na- 
tives of  different  classes,  difibrent  reli- 
gions, end  different  races,  of  great  in- 
telligence, and  of  the  most  undoubted 
loyalty,  who  are  strongly  of  opinion  that 
they  have  perceived  defects  in  our  ma- 
chinery, by  no  moans,  up  to  the  present 
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undoubtedly,  in  the  interest  of  the  culti- 
vators of  the  country. 

Sir,  the  third  subject  on  which  I  de- 
sire to  say  a  few  words  is  that  of  the 
conservation  of  the  Indian  forests.  On 
that  point  I  may  say  that,  since  1858, 
48,000  square  miles  of  forests  have  been 
preserved  under  systematic  conservation, 
and  to  those  48,000  square  miles  hare 
been  added  another  30,000  square  miles 
of  village  or  district  forests,  which  are, 
as  it  were,  protected  by  Government. 
In  1869  the  net  Bevenue  to  the  Govom- 
ment  of  India  from  forests  was  £  150,000, 
and  in  1883  it  was  £370,000.  No  doubt, 
in  some  parts  the  forest  laws  have  been 
necessanly  veir  stringent,  and  have 
produced  compUints  from  the  people, 
and  have  inflicted  hardship.  I  have 
ascertained  that  these  complaints  and 
this  hardship  are  principally  in  the  Pre- 
sidency of  Bombay  ;  but  I  am  happy  to 
say  His  Excellency,  Lord  Reay,  has  with 
great  propriety  and  wisdom  appointed 
a  Commission  to  investigate  that  hard- 
ship, and,  if  possible,  to  disclose  a 
remedy.  But  the  Committee  will  under- 
stand that  it  is  a  question  of  very  consi- 
derable difficulty  how  you  are,  on  the 
one  hand,  to  obtain  the  most  desirable 
objeot  of  preserving  and  renewing  your 
forests,  without,  on  the  other  hand,  en- 
tailing hardship  on  the  people  by  de- 
priving them  f<f  privileges  of  which  they 
have  bad  valuable  and  longeojoyment. 

The  fourth  subject  to  which  I  will 
briefly  direct  attention  is  that  of  Indian 
railways.  There  is  now  opened  to  traffic 
a  total  length  of  12,000  miles,  of  which 
1,218  have  been  added  in  1884-5.  Al- 
though 1S84-5,  was  undoubtedly  an  ex- 
tremely dull  year  for  trade,  and  although, 
aa  evidence  of  thatdulneas,  the  trade  fell 
off  to  the  extent  of  500,000  tons,  still 
the  net  receipts  show  a  payment  of  in- 
''terest  on  capital  to  the  extent  of  £5  U.  9rf. 
per  cent,  as  compared  with  £5  13«.  Gd. 
per  cent  in  1883-4.  I  am  sure  the  Com- 
mittee will  think  that  is  a  satisfactory 
and  encouraging  circumstance. 

Well,  Sir,  the  Committee  will  be  de- 
lighted to  know  I  have  very  nearly 
brought  my  remarks  to  a  close ;  but 
there  is  one  Other  matter  in  which  I 
take  the  greatest  possible  interest,  and 
to  which  I  will  for  a  moment  refer.  Her 
Majesty'sGovemmenthave  decided  that, 
if  they  are  in  Office  next  year,  or  if  by 
■ome  unforeseen  circumstance  they  ere 
in  Opposition  next  year,  tbey  will  either 
Lord  Sandolph  ChurehiSl 
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moment,  of  a  esrious  nature,  but  defeota 
vhich  fair  inquiry  and  careful  consi- 
deration vould  probably  remedy  and 
remove.  Whether  the  vieira  of  these 
gentlemen  be  right  or  wronf;  I  do  not 
say  ;  but  I  hold  it  to  be  in  the  highest 
sense  politic  and  advisable  that  Farlia- 
meat  should  hear  and  consider  their 
opinions,  as  well  as  the  opinions  of  ex- 
perienced Anglo-Indian  authorities.  I 
think  that  such  action  by  the  Imperial 
Parliament  will  go  far  to  bridge  over 
that  gap  which  still,  to  some  extent,  I 
regret  to  say,  exists  between  the  rule  of 
the  European  aod  the  sympathy  of  the 
Hindoo  ;  and  it  will  be  a  forcible  indi- 
cation to  the  Native  mind  that  their 
interests,  their  prosperity,  and  their  se- 
curity are  closely  and  carefully  watched 
over  by  their  British  and  their  Irish 
fellow- subjects  at  home.  ^Zatiyhler.~\  I 
cannot  see  anything  ia  what  I  have 
said  to  laugh  at.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Kirkcaldy  seems  to  think  it  a  subject  of 
ridicule  that  Irishmen  should  take  an 
interest  in  India.  All  I  can  tell  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  for  his  information,  is 
that,  if  there  has  been,  as  undoubtedly 
there  has  been,  a  great  improvement  in 
the  management  of  the  ItidiaQ  gaols, 
and  if  more  humane  methods  have  been 
introduced,  it  is  entirely  oning  to  the 
repetition  of  Questions  oontinually  put 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Dungarvan 
(Mr.  O'Donnell).  That  is  only  one  in- 
stance; but  I  could  cite  others;  and  I 
own  I  am  surprised  that  it  should  be  a 
matter  of  ridicule  that  I  referred  to  our 
Irish  fellow- Bubjetts. 

Sib  GEORGE  CAMPBELL :  I  hope 
I  may  be  allowed  to  explain.  It  was 
the  newness  of  the  phrase  which  excited 
my  amusement. 

The  SEOEETARY  of  STATE  (Lord 
ItANDoLPH  Churobill)  :  Well,  the  word 
British  only  applies  to  England  and 
Scotland.  It  does  not  include  the  Irish 
at  present,  and  therefore  I  designedly 
ueed  it.  I  cannot,  myself,  detect  any 
appreciable  danger-~if,  indeed,  there 
conld  be  any  danger — which  can  arise 
fVom  such  an  inquiry.  If  there  be  any 
Bucb  danger,  I  am  convinced  it  will  be 
far  outweighed  and  overborne  by  the 
advantages  ol  many  kinds  which  ought 
to  result  from  an  inquiry  wisely  and 
cautiously  conducted.  On  this  particular 
subject  I  will  say  no  more  at  present, 
except  that  the  exact  nature  of  the  Re- 
ference, the  scope  of  the  inquiry,  and 

VOL.   CCC.      [ruIE»SEBlE.S.] 


the  constitution  of  the  Committee,  will, 
during  the  Recess,  receive  the  closest 
and  most  anxious  consideration  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  and  of  myself, 
nssiatedby  my  Council. 

I  am  extremely  grateful  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  having  ^owed  me  to  take  up 
their  time  at  such  great  length ;  and, 
in  conclusion,  before  moving  the  formal 
Resolution,  I  will  express  a  hope — an 
lest  hope — which  I  trust  the  bon. 
Member  for  Kirkcaldy  may  share,  that 
the  new  Parliament  which  is  to  be 
elected  by  the  new  conetituencies  may 
manifest  a  more  eager  and  a  more  sus- 
tained interest  in  Indian  affairs  than  has 
hitherto  been  manifested  by  Parliament, 
This  Parliament,  Sir  Arthur  Otway,  has 
done  little  or  nothing  for  India.  Beyond 
a  dole  of  £5,000,000,  and  a  Committee 
on  Railways,  India  has  remained  outside 
the  scope  of  the  attention  of  this  Par- 
liament, except,  perhaps,  when  it  has 
been  necessary  to  give  a  mechanical 
approval  to  a  course  of  policy  which 
events  have  proved  to  be  so  disastrous. 
It  would  really  appear  as  if  Members  of 
Parliament  of  the  present  generation 
consider  Indian  affairs  to  be  either  be- 
neath their  attention  or  above  their 
comprehension;  and  India  is,  appa- 
rently, loft  to  pursue  its  destiny  alone, 
and  some  mi^t  even  tbink  uncared 
for,  as  far  as  Parliament  is  concerned. 
That  was  not  always  the  case.  In  the 
laet  century,  when  our  Indian  Empire 
was  forming,  the  greatest  men — Mr. 
Pitt,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Fox— did  not  dis- 
dain to  apply  their  minds,  and  led  their 
respective  Parties  into  a  most  careful 
examination  and  exposition  of  the  most 
difficult  and  complicated  Indian  ques- 
tions, and  with  great  advantage  to  the 
Empire.  I  do  not  think  that  at  the 
present  time,  when  everything  round  is 
changing  so  fast,  and  when  nothing 
seemssecure  or  firm,  orfree  from  assault 
and  danger,  as  far  as  India  is  concerned, 
I  do  not  think  that  we  shall  act  unwisely 
if  we  revert  to  the  more  patriotic  prac- 
tice of  earlier  days.  I  would  ask  those 
who  have  been  ao  kind  as  to  listen  to 
me,  and  those  who  possibly  may  not 
have  agreed  in  many  remarks  I  have 
made,  at  any  rate  to  agree  in  this — to 
join  with  me  in  what  I  would  call  an 
appeal,  or  even  almost  a  command,  to 
those  who  will  be  our  Successors,  in  the 
hope  that  some  faint  echo  of  that  appeal 
may  posnibly  linger  around  these  walls 
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lie  bos  taken  the  Committee.  On  this 
occasion  I  must  venture  earoeBtlj  to 
protest  against  the  new  kind  of  action 
the  noble  Lord  has  brought  to  bear 
upon  the  Annual  Statement  of  Indian 
Finance  which  ve  have  had  in  times 
gone  by.  This  is  the  first  occasion 
within  mj  recollection,  as  I  believe  it  is 
the  first  within  the  recollection  of  any 
Member  of  the  Committee,  when,  under 
cover  of  a  Financial  Statement,  a  wild 
partisan  attack  has  been  made  upon  the 
government  of  a  late  Yiceroj,  and  that, 
too,  when  neither  he  nor  anybody  else 
knew  anything  at  all  about  the  attack 
which  was  about  to  be  made,  when  nobody 
had  a  chance  of  looking  into  the  qnea- 
tions  that  wero  to  be  submitted  to  the 
Committee,  and  no  opportunity  waa 
afforded  for  examining  them,  as  they 
ought  to  be  examined,  so  Uiat  bon. 
Members  on  this  side  of  the  House 
might  be  prepared  to  make  such  answer 
as  might  be  called  for.  The  charges 
which  the  noble  Lord  brings  against  the 
administration  of  the  Marquess  of  Bipou 
are  that  he  was  totally  careless  about 
defence,  and  that  he  was  altogether 
wrong  in  the  method  he  adopted  for  the 
administration  of  the  affairs  of  India, 
and  especially  in  regard  to  the  way  in 
which  he  approached  the  very  grave 
question  of  the   treatment  of  matters 


and  influence  the  new  Parliament  so 
shortly  to  meet  here — to  shake  them- 
selves free  from  the  materifllism,  the 
lassitude,  the  carelessness,  and  the 
'  apathy,  which  have  too  long  charac- 
terized the  attitude  of  Parliament  to- 
wards the  Dependency  of  India.  I 
would  appeal  to  them  to  watch  with  the 
most  sedulous  attention,  to  develop 
with  the  most  anxious  care,  to  guard 
with  the  most  united  and  undying  reso- 
lution, the  land  and  the  people  of  Hiu- 
dostan  —  that   most    truly  bright  and 

Srocious  gem  in  the  Crown  of  the 
ueen — the  possession  of  which,  more 
than  that  of  eJl  yourCoIonial  Dominions, 
has  raised  in  power,  in  resource,  in 
wealth,  and  in  authority,  this  small 
Island  of  ours  far  above  the  level  of 
the  majority  of  nations  and  of  States, 
and  has  placed  it  on  an  equality  with, 
— perhaps  even  in  a  position  of  supe- 
riority over  —  every  other  Empire  of 
ancient  or  of  modern  times.  The  noble 
Lord  concluded  by  formally  moving  the 
Resolution. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  itftppeare.iby  the  Accounts  laid betore 
tbij  Uouaa,  tliat  the  totnl  ReveuuG  of  India  for 
the  year  ending  tho  Slut  day  of  March  IB81 
waB£Tl,r27,*21,iacludinK  £13, 240,607  received 
from  Productive  Public  Works  ;  that  the  Total 
[iditure  in  India  and  in  £ng;land  wai 
36,925,  includiog  £12,032,T£4  spent  on 
ProdoctivB  Public  Woclu  (HavenuB  Account) ; 
that  there  was  an  eiceu  of  Revenue  over  Ex- 
penditore  in  that  year  of  £1,387,496  :  and  that 
the  Capital  Expenditure  on  Productive  Public 
Worki  in  the  aame  year  waa  £3.992,029,  in- 
cluding a  Charge  of  £663,261  incurred  in  the 
redemption  of  previonsly  SKisting  liabilities. " — 
{lord Sandolp/t  Churn&ill.) 

Mb.  J.  K.  0E088 :  I  am  sure,  Sir 
Arthur  Otway,  that,  after  you  have  read 
the  Resolution  which  we  have  met  to- 
gether to  consider,  it  will  not  be  neces- 
sary for  me  to  draw  down  the  Com- 
mittee from  the  extraordinary  altitude 
in  which  the  noble  Lord  has  soared 
to  the  lower  level  of  the  finances  of  the 
Indian  Empire,  which  is  the  subject  the 
Committee  have  to  consider.  I  can  only 
say  that  it  would  have  been  more  cour- 
teous if  the  noble  Lord  had  given  some 
intimation  of  the  kind  of  attack  he  was 
about  to  make  on  the  policy  of  the 
Marquess  of  Bipon;  because,  if  the 
noble  Lord  had  done  so,  some  Members 
of  the  Opposition  might  have  been  pre- 
pared to  follow  him  through  some  of 
the  luminous  Eastern  mists  into  which 
Zerd  Bnndolph  ChurehiU 


said  that  we  onght  b 
foreseen,  several  years  before  the  events, 
things  which  have  just  taken  place. 
Well,  but  if  we  are  to  go  a  long  way 
into  the  past,  let  me  ask  why  did  not 
the  former  Conservative  Government 
foresee  the  action  with  which  Russia 
threatened  us  in  1678-97  Why  did  not 
they,  long  before  the  murder  of  Sir 
Louis  Oavagnari  at  Cabul,  benn  to  con* 
struct  the  Northern  Frontier  Railways, 
and  complete  the  communication  be- 
tween Ouetta  and  the  Indus,  when  our 
troops  were  interned,  370  miles  away, 
without  any  means  of  communication, 
except  by  waterless  desert  and  trackless 
mountain  ?  The  noble  Lord  might  have 
some  reason  to  say  that  then  we  did,  to 
some  extent,  neglect  our  duties  in  not 
criticizing  the  action  or  inaction  of  the 
Government.  But  it  was  not  until  after 
the  murder  of  Sir  Louis  Cavagaari,  in 
1879,  that  it  ever  occurred  to  the  Con- 
servative Government  that  it  was  de- 
sirable to  improve  our  means  of  com- 
munication to  the  North,  and  extend  it 
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from  the  Valley  of  the  Indus  to  Qaetta ; 
and  it  therefore  ill-becomes  the  noble 
Lord  to  make  an  attack  like  this,  and 
especiall;  without  Notice.  It  is  quite 
unnecessary  to  go  further  into  the 
matter  than  to  make  an  eamost  pro- 
test against  it,  and  to  aay  that,  if  auoh 
attacks  are  to  be  made  in  future  under 
cover  of  an  Indian  Bevenue  Statement, 
it  must  lead  to  a  change  in  the  line  of 
action  between  the  two  Parties  in  this 
House  on  Indian  aubjeots.  The  late  Go- 
vernment, when  thej  came  into  power 
in  1880,  migbt  have  gone  far  back  and 
hare  alluded  to  the  deficiencies  in  the 
Indian  finances  caused  by  the  Afghan 
War,  which  the  noble  Lord  appears  now 
to  glory  in,  but  of  which,  at  the  time, 
the  whole  country  was  heartily  ashamed, 
and  of  which  we  are  now  reaping  some 
of  the  conseqaences.  The  noble  Lord 
spoke  of  the  financial  arrangements 
under  the  Marquess  of  Eipon,  As  far 
as  I  am  concerned,  I  have  had  the 
honour  of  making  two  Financial  State- 
ments, and  I  will  lay  before  the  Com- 
mittee the  anticipations  which  wore 
farmed  of  a  surplus  of  Indian  Revenue, 
and  the  way  in  which  those  anticipa- 
tions have  been  realized.  In  1682  I 
anticipated  a  surplua  of  £224,000 ;  the 
surplus  realized  was  £707,000.  In  1683 
the  estimated  surplus  was£368,000 ;  but 
there  was  actually  realized  £1,387,000, 
as  it  appears  in  the  Accounts.  In  1 884-5 
the  surplus,  according  to  the  Statement 
of  the  noble  Lord,  would  be  nearly 
£900,000,  or,  if  reduced  by  the 
£340,000  which,  as  the  noble  Lord 
rightly  says,  ought  to  be  credited  to 
the  previous  year,  it  would  be  some- 
thing near  £600.000.  Thus,  in  these 
three  years  1882-3,  1883-4,  and  1884-5, 
a  surplus  was  realized  of  £2,600,000, 
gainst  an  anticipated  surplus  of 
£700,000.  And  this  is  the  finance  of 
the  lifarqueea  of  Eipon's  (jlovernment, 
which  the  noble  Lord  positively  comes 
down  here  and  stamps  upon  so  fiercely. 
It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  follow  the 
noble  Lord  into  the  careful  calculation 
he  has  made  with  regard  to  the  finance 
of  the  last  two  years.  I  have  nothing 
to  Bay  against  the  line  the  noble  Lord 
has  taken  in  making  that  Statement  of 
Bevenue  and  Expenditure,  vhich  I  am 
bound  to  aay  he  has  very  fairly  put  be- 
fore the  Committee.  But  with  regard 
to  what  is  to  be  done  in  the  future,  I 
am  not,  however,  sure  that  I  can  follow 
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the  noble  Lord  so  clearly.  The  noble 
Lord  seems  to  think  it  impossible 
to  obtain  anything  like  a  considerable 
increase  &om  taxation  in  India.  He 
has  pointed  out  that  the  Salt  Tax  is  now 
producing  muoh  more  than  it  did  under 
the  Government  of  the  Earl  of  North- 
brook  ;  but  that  at  the  same  time  the 
rate  of  the  tax  has  been  reduced  by  28 
per  cent.  The  noble  Lord  seemed  to 
bemoan  the  reduction  of  the  Salt  Tax 
with  one  breath  and  to  approve  of  it 
with  another.  I  did  not,  at  first,  gather 
from  the  noble  Lord's  speech  whether 
he  intended  to  propose  any  increase  of 
that  tax.  At  the  end,  however,  of  the 
noble  Lord's  Statement  he  said  nothing 
could  be  further  from  his  intention  than 
to  increase  the  tax,  and  he  hoped  that 
no  such  proposition  would  be  made. 

The  SEOEETAEY  op  STATE  {Lord 
Haheolph  Churchill)  :  I  said  that 
there  were  immense  objectiona  to  it. 

Mr.  J.  K.  CROSS  :  I  agree  with  the 
noble  Lord  that  there  are  considerable 
objections  to  it;  hut  as  the  tax  was  re- 
duced by  the  amount  of  23  per  cent 
only  four  years  ago,  and  as  the  noble 
Lord  seems  to  wish  that  we  should  go 
back  to  the  financial  arrangements  of 
four  years  ago,  it  was  the  logical  outcome 
of  his  argument  to  aay  that  it  might  be 
desirable  to  increase  the  Salt  Tax,  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  there  are  very  few  taxes 
in  India  which  can  he  increased.  The 
Land  Bevenue  is  a  fixture.  The  re- 
ceipts which  are  derived  from  other 
taxes  amount  to  IS  crores  of  rupees  a- 
year ;  and  if  we  deduct  the  Provincial 
rates,  for  the  Provincial  rates  are  not 
really  Imperial  taxation  at  all,  the  re- 
sult is  that  there  are  only  about  I4f 
crores  of  rupees  on  which  financial  in- 
genuity can  he  exercised.  I  am  quite 
willing  to  admit  that  that  is  a  very  small 
amount.  The  noble  Lord  saya  there 
ought  to  be  a  considerable  reduction  in 
Civil  buildiugs,  roads,  bndges,  rail- 
ways, and  similar  items.  Let  us  note 
for  a  moment  what  is  the  expenditure 
which  comes  under  the  head  of  Civil 
buildings,  roads,  bridges,  and  other  ser- 
vices. I  am  quite  willing  lo  allow  that 
possible,  if  the  expenditure  on 
means  of  communtcatioD  is  to  he 
checked,  and  all  building  is  to  stop,  to 
reduce  expenditure  by  no  less  than 
£I,&00,000.  But  in  that  case  no  more 
Post  OflSces  and  no  more  Bevenue 
buildings  must  be  built,  and  no  mote 
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money  spent  on  1)iiilding;e  for  residences 

for  GoTsmoTB,    Lieutenant  OoTemors, 

Secretariats,  and  other  offioial   bodies. 

But  still  officials  must  be  provided  with 

tolerably  comfortable  offices  and  houses. 

It  is  in  the  last  few  years   when   the 

Revenue  exceeded  the  Expenditure,  and 

there  were  good,  haodsome  surpluses, 

that  the  Qovetnmeat  of  India  have  con- 
sidered it  possible  to  increase  the  ex- 
penditure an  buildings  of  this  nature. 

Then  there  has  been  considerable  ex- 
penditure on  K^ols,  which  the  noble  Lord 

approves.      My  noble  Friend  who  three 

years  ago  was  Secretary  of  State  for 

India  (the  Marquess  of  Hartington)  has 

recognized  the  good  ssrrice  rendered  in 

respect  of   Indian    gaols    by  the  bon. 

Member  for  DuDgarraa  (Mr.  O'Don- 

nell).    But  if  you  are  going  on  with 

expenditure  of  that  nature  you  will  not 

tneetthe  noble  Lord's  wishes.   Then  the 

question  arises — are  we  to  reduce  the 

expenditure  on  the  making  and  repair  of 
roads,  the  repair  of  public  buildings,  and 

on  the  building  and  repair  of  bridges  ? 

All  of  those  things  have  to  come  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Oovemment  of 
India;  and  when  the  Ooremment  of 
India  find  that  they  cannot  spend  the 
amount  of  money  which  has  been  cus- 
tomary during  the  last  two  or  three  years 
on  these  works,  no  doubt  it  will  be  their 
duly,  and  I  should  also  hope  their  wish, 
to  reduce  the  expenditure  in  this  direc- 
tion as  much  as  they  possibly  can.  The 
noble  Lord  also  spoke  of  a  reduction  of 
expenditure  on  railways  out  of  Bevenue. 
During  the  last  six  years  there  has  been 
considerable  expenditure  on  railways 
and  irrigation  works,  amounting  to  no 
less  than  £9,000,000.  He  spoke  of  the 
enormous  expenditure  on  Exchange,  and 
seems  to  think  that  it  is  a  very  great  evil. 
Theloss  caused  by  Exchange  is  one  which 
may  very  well  exercise  the  noble  Lord's 
patience.  It  is  a  very  serious  evil  in- 
deed, and  it  would  be  very  well  if  the 
noble  Lord  would  go  carefully  into  the 
oonsideration  of  the  question.  Of  course, 
he  has  not  yet  been  long  at  the  India 
Office ;  but  I  would  venture  to  suggest 
to  him  that  if  during  the  Becess  he 
will  take  into  consideration  the  whole  of 
the  circumstances  whioh  bear  upon  the 
question  of  Exchange  he  may  be  able 
to  place  before  the  House  of  Commons 
some  proposition  which  may,  psrhaps,  i 

save  us  from  having  to  contemplate  so   would  be  one  of  the  subjects  of  in- 
enormous  a  loss  on  the  Exchange  as ,  quiry. 


that  which  threatens  to  come  npon  na  if 
the  expenditure  of  India  in  this  country 
continues  at  its  present  rate,  and  if  the 
interest  on  the  loans  which  have  to  be 
issued  in  this  country  has  to  bo  remittad 
from  India.  This  item  of  expenditure  is 
governed  to  a  great  extent  by  the  flow  of 
capital  from  England  to  India,  and  from 
India  to  England.  It  is  affected  also  by 
lowprices.  Anotheritemintheconsidera- 
tion  of  the  matter  is  the  amount  of  the 
annual  outgoings  from  India ;  and  the 
third  item  is  the  price  of  silver.  Before 
I  left  Office  I  endeavoured  to  obtain  as 
much  information  as  I  could  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  I  hope  that  this  information 
will  be  placed  before  the  House  in  the 
form  of  a  Return,  showing,  among  other 
things,  the  flow  of  bullion  from  England 
to  India,  and  from  India  to  England. 
It  is  an  important  consideration  to  take 
into  account,  whether  the  merchants 
are  at  the  present  time  increasing  their 
investments  in  India  or  withdrawing 
capital  from  there.  There  is  one  thing 
which  I  very  much  desire  the  noble 
Lord  to  remember,  and  it  is  that  every 
£1,000,000  sterling  borrowed  in  Eng- 
land coats  the  Qovemmeut  of  India  no 
less  a  sum  than  £35,000  annually. 
That  sum  comes  home  in  produce  in 
payment  of  the  interest  that  is  due.  No 
coin  passes;  and,  therefore,  it  is  incum- 
bent on  the  Indian  Government  to  see 
that^  whenever  £1,000,000  is  borrowed 
for  public  works,  India  is  made  thereby 
the  richer  to  the  extent  of  at  least  £35,000 
a-year.  If  not,  you  must  suffer  con- 
siderable financiid  loss;  and,  conse- 
quently, it  is  absolutely  necessary,  in 
borrowing  money  in  England  for  the 
development  of  Uie  resources  of  India, 
to  take  care  that  you  do  not  barrow 
unless  you  are  certain  that  a  full 
and  proper  reeult  will  be  achieved. 
I  am  not  quite  sure  whether  the  noble 
Lord  told  us  what  the  arrangements 
are  that  have  been  made  with  the  new 
Bailway  Company  —  the  Indian  Mid- 
land. I  invite  him,  if  he  has  an  oppor- 
tunity of  speaking  again,  to  make  a  state- 
ment in  reference  to  the  arrangements 
whioh  have  been  made  with  that  Com- 

gsny.  The  noble  Lord  spoke  of  a 
ommission  of  Inquiry  to  examine  into 
the  system  of  Government  in  India.  I 
do  not  think  that  he  indicated  whether 
the  constitution  of  the  Indian  Council 
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The  secretary  of  STATE  (Lord 
Easdolph  Cinmcniix) :  Tho  inquiry 
will  embrace  the  whole  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  GoTemroent  of  India. 

Mr.  J.  K.  CROSS :  I  cannot  offer  any 
objection  to  audi  a  proposal.  Ereryone 
would  be  much  iaterested  in  such  an 
inquiry ;  and  I  bare  no  doubt  that  it 
would  result  in  great  good.  I  trust 
that  it  will  also  include  an  inquiry 
into  the  status  and  position  of  the 
local  Armies  iu  India.  That  is  an  in- 
quiry which  I  should  like  to  see  carried 
out  as  fully  aa  possible.  There  was  a 
Commiiwion  of  Inquiry  a  short  time  ago 
at  Simla,  and  it  reported  in  favour  of 
considerable  obanges,  which  changes 
were  coneidered  in  this  country;  but  it 
was  decided  that  it  va&  not  desirable 
at  the  time  to  go  into  them.  It  was 
decided,  in  fact,  that  no  considerable 
change  should  then  be  made.  I  am  my- 
self of  opinion  that  when  the  state  of  our 
Indian  Army  comes  to  be  inquired  into 
thoroughly,  it  will  be  found  that  some 
branches  are  not  so  efficient  as  we  could 
wish,  and  on  that  ground  I  welcome  the 
statement  of  the  noble  Lord  that  the 
inquiry  will  be  general. 

The  SECEETART  op  STATE  (Lord 
S.ufDOLFH  Chqbchill)  :  It  will  include 
the  Army. 

Mb.  J.  K.  CROSS :  I  hope  it  will  in- 
clude an  inquiry  into  the  status  and 
position  of  the  three  local  Armies  of 
ludia.  The  noble  Lord  has  intimated 
that  considerable  expense  was  incurred 
by  us  in  not  going  on  with  the  Frontier 
Railway  as  rapidly  as  we  might  have 
done.  He  tolls  us  that  among  the  al- 
terations made  since  the  Budget  is 
one  which  involves  an  expenditure  of 
£1,160,000  for  increased  rapidity  of 
construction  of  the  Scinde-Pishiu  Line, 
storage  of  railway  material,  and  con- 
struction of  temporary  lino  to  the  head 
of  the  Bolan  Pass.  I  think  that  th6 
noble  Lord,  only  a  few  days  ago,  in 
reply  to  a  Question,  said  that  a  eonsider- 
able  amouut  of  material  was  now  being 
stored  at  Quetta  for  the  purpose,  under 
certain  conditions,  of  continuing  the 
railway  to  Candahar.  I  hope  it  will 
not  be  necessary  to  lay  down  that  line, 
although  it  may,  to  a  certain  extent, 
have  bei^n  sanctioned  during  the  tenure 
of  Office  of  the  late  Gtoverameut ;  but 
if  we  strengthen  our  position  at  Quelta 
—if  we  make  communications  direct  to 
Quetta,  and  complete  the  line  of  Fron- 


tier commuuication  which  I  ventured  to 
describe  to  the  House  on  the  23rd  of 
March  last,  and  strengthen  ourselves 
along  the  whole  of  the  Indue  Yalley  line 
of  defence — it  appears  to  me  that  that 
is  the  best  way  in  which  we  con  meet 
any  possible  advance  that  may  he  made 
against  us.  This  is  the  true  line  of  de- 
fence for  the  Oovemment  of  India 
against  any  complications  which  may 
arise.  Our  line  of  Frontier  defence  will 
then  extend  from  PeshawurtoKurrachee, 
with  a  covering  line  fcom  the  Indus  to 
Quetta ;  and  if  that  line  of  defence 
were  made  impregnable,  it  appears  to 
me  that  it  wotud  be  a  better  line  than 
any  of  those  proposed  by  the  former 
Conservative  Oovemment.  Although 
the  noble  Lord  has  spohen  with  regret 
of  the  abaudonment  of  the  scientific 
Frontier  by  the  late  Government  when 
they  took  Office,  I  may  say  that  it  is  not 
correct  to  say  that  it  was  abandoned  by 
us,  but  that  it  was  practically  demolished 
when  Sir  Louis  Cavagnari  was  murdered 
at  Cabul.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is 
necessary  to  go  further  into  the  state- 
ments which  have  been  made  by  the 
noble  Lord.  In  the  efforts  which  he 
wishes  to  see  made  for  economy  I 
entirely  and  heartily  concur.  With  the 
protests  he  has  made  against  the  policy 
of  the  Marquess  of  Ripon  in  regard  to 
the  reduction  of  taxation  I  cannot  in 
the  least  agree,  because,  considering  the 
surpluses  of  which  he  has  spoken,  I  am 
certain  that  no  Qovemor  General  having 
those  surpluses  in  hand  would  have 
thought  of  puttiug  them  by  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  a  fund  for  meeting 
any  future  military  measures.  In  India 
we  are,  as  the  noble  Lord  has  observed, 
in  a  very  grave  and  serious  position, 
although  it  is  bard  to  say  whether  the 
noble  Lord  regards  it  as  very  serious  or 
very  dangerous.  From  the  banning  of 
his  speech  it  might  have  been  thought 
clear  that  the  noble  Lord  was  impressed 
with  the  difficulties  of  the  position ;  but 
towards  the  end  of  the  exceedingly 
bitter  Party  attack  which  he  made  upon 
the  late  Government  he  seemed  to  veer 
completely  round,  and  to  give  in  his 
adhesion  to  the  present  financial  state  of 
India  as  being  perfectly  sound  and 
solid.  No  doubt,  we  have  grave  respon- 
sibilities with  regard  to  India.  The  De- 
pendency is  one  which,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, must  tax  the  euergiea  and 
ability  of  any  statesman  at  thelielm  of 
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the  State.  lu  that  couotry,  \ipon  the 
remDaats  of  acivilizatioo  old  and  etrange 
and  well-nigh  passed  away,  but  not 
forgotten,  we  are  striving  to  plant  the 
customs  and  culturo  of  the  Weet.  In 
that  country  new  thoughts  are  entering 
the  minds  of  men  who  for  ages  have 
only  sought  how  they  might  earn  their 
bread  from  day  to  day.  These  men  as 
yet  are  dumh.  They  have  no  repre- 
seutation  here ;  but  everybody  can  see 
that  in  a  future,  not  remote,  they  must 
atid  will  be  heard.  Oa  this  point  the 
noble  Lord  has  spoken  very  eloquently ; 
and  I  can  only  say  that  I  hope  his 
anticipations  may  be  realized.  I  thank 
the  Committee  for  having  listened  to 
these  few  and  imperfect  remarks.  In 
conclusion,  I  wish  again  to  enter  my  pro- 
test against  the  extraordinaTj  method 
the  noble  Lord  has  taken  of  bringing 
forward,  under  cover  of  an  Indian 
Financial  Statement,  a  bitter  partizan 
attack  upon  his  Predecessors  in  the 
Indian  Qovemment.  I  will  only  ex- 
press a  hope  that  in  the  future  we  may 
revert  to  a  policy  which  would  be  better 
for  England  and  better  for  India. 

GiHEaAi,  SiB  GEOEGE  BALFOUR : 
Sir  Arthur  Otway,  when  you  and  I  lis- 
tened to  the  gloomy  description  by  the 
noble  Lord  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  of  the  state  of  the  finance  of  India, 
our  thoughts  unavoidably  turned  to  the 
years  1839  and  1860,  when  the  bank- 
ruptcy of  India  was  fully  expected  owing 
to  the  vast  expenditure  caused  by  the 
Mutiny  of  the  Bengal  Army  and  to  the 
loss  of  Hevenue  from  the  disturbed  state 
of  the  country.  But  India  recovered 
&om  its  then  financial  embarrassmente 
after  incurring  a  Debt  by  the  Uutiny  of 
about  £35,000,000.  In  1862  the  Ac- 
counts showed  a  surplus  of  Income  over 
Expenditure.  Since  then  the  surpluses 
and  deficiencies  of  the  ordinary  Accounts 
may  be  said  to  have  balanced  each  other ; 
and  I  hope  that  with  careful  control 
over  the  outgoings  we  may  look  for- 
ward to  a  future  surplus,  instead  of  to 
the  large  deficiency  prognosticated  by 
the  noble  Lord.  But,  in  spite  of  the 
anxious  and  desponding  forebodinge  we 
have  heard  to-night,  I  was  delighted  to 
bear  that  the  noble  Lord  spoke  in  hope- 
ful terms  of  the  possibility  of  carrying 
on  the  Qovemmentwithoutthe  necessity 
of  resorting  to  increased  taxation,  I 
was  delighted  to  hear  the  assurance,  for 
if  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Ork- 
Mr.  J.  E.  Croti 
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ney  (Ur.  Laing)  was  in  his  place,  be 
would  be  able  to  tell  the  Commitlee  of 
the  strong  feeling  entertained  by  Lord 
Canning  against  adding  to  the  burdens 
of  the  people  of  India.  'I?obothmy  hoa. 
Friend  (Mr.  Laing)  and  myself  Lord 
Canning  repeatedly  asserted  that  he 
would  prefer  risking  danger  from  havings 
a  small  but  less  costly  Army,  than  face 
the  great  danger  which  would  be  gene- 
ral t^oughout  India  from  heavy  taxa- 
tion. To  this  view  I  give  my  adherence. 
I  believe  that  our  rule  is  in  greater 
danger  from  financial  causes  than  from 
internal  or  external  disturbances. 
Amongst  the  several  openings  for  addi- 
tional sources  of  income,  the  noble  Lord 
spoke  of  the  Salt  Tax ;  this  was  on  the 
idea  that  within  the  last  few  years  this 
tax  had  been  eo  lightened  as  to  lower 
the  price  of  salt  to  the  people  of  India 
by  28  per  cent ;  and  though  from  the 
noble  Lord's  words  I  understood  him  to 
imply  that  this  Salt  Tax  would  not  be 
raised,  yet  I  feel  called  upon  to  urge  not 
only  to  abstain  from  raising  the  price  of 
an  article  consumed  by  the  poorest 
classes,  but,  if  possible,  to  try  and  still 
further  reduce  the  present  rate  of  two 
rupees  a  maund  of  82  pounds  weight,  or 
54  rupees  a  ton.  I  submit  this  claim 
the  more  confidently,  because  the  as> 
Bumed  reduction  in  price  of  28  per  cant  is 
applicable  only  to  Bengal ;  there  the 
price  was  lowered,  but  the  cost  was 
largely  increased  in  Madras  and  Bom- 
bay. There,  the  gross  income  derived 
from  salt  is  stated  at  £2,755,346  ;  whilst 
in  the  rest  of  India  the  amount  is  only 
£3,422,4-13~that  is,  the  population  of  the 
two  Presidencies being47, 000, 000,  whilst 
that  of  the  rest  of  India  is  153,000,000, 
shows  a  great  inequality  in  the  inci- 
dence of  this  tax,  and  against  the 
people  of  Madras  and  Bombay.  But  it 
is  not  alone  the  Salt  Tax  which  bears 
heavily  on  the  people  of  Madras  and 
Bombay;  but  generally  all  the  eight  im- 
portant heads  of  Revenue  yield  more 
ratably  from  the  two  divisions  than  &om 
the  seven  other  divisions  of  India.  The 
tabular  statement  in  the  Finance  Ac- 
counts of  1862-3  show  that  in  ratio  to 
1,000  of  the  population  the  two  divi- 
sions yield  £284,  and  to  every  1,000 
square  miles  £.51,096,  whereas  in  the 
seven  other  divisions  the  ratio  is  £161 
to  1,000  population,  and  of  only  £40,348 
to  1,01)0  square  miles.  I  may  also  add 
that  dear  salt  is  more  haanly  felt  in 
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Madras  and  Bombay,  because  of  ttte 
people's  food  needing  this  article  more 
tban  in  other  parts  of  India.  I  vould, 
then,  earneBtlj  remind  the  noble  Lard 
that  besides  this  excessive  ratio  of  gene- 
ral taxation  the  people  of  the  two  Presi- 
dencies are  deaerring  of  liberal  treat- 
ment, because  at  one  period  of  our  rule 
thisSalt  Tax  did  not  exist  in  Madras  and 
Bombay ;  and  it  was  only  put  on  because 
Bengal,  then  a  lightly  taxed  part  of 
India,  had  borne  it.  In  the  present 
state  of  the  finances,  I  cannot  expect 
my  years  of  advocacy  of  free  salt  to  be 
now  accepted.  But  even  in  this  dark  era 
of  finance  I  continue  to  urge  that  exemp- 
tion. I  believe  that  a  sacrifice  of  the 
£6,500,000  which  the  Salt  Tax  yields 
would  be  a  measure  both  politically  and 
financially  sound.  The  people  might  then 
justly  say  that  they  eat  the  salt  of  the 
great  Ooremment  free  of  price  and  in 
abundance.  The  oonsomption  of  salt 
which  would  result  from  people  and 
cattle  uaiog  it  in  abundance  would  create 
a  vast  trafiic  throughout  India ;  there  is 
no  other  article  which  would  be  so 
generally  transported  as  salt.  Indeed, 
the  great  sources  from  whence  salt  would 
be  obtained— J  mean  Bombay,  Madras, 
Bengal,  Samberlake  in  Central  India, 
and  the  salt  mines  of  the  Punjab,  are  all 
centres  from  which  salt  would  be  sent 
to  all  the  nooks  and  comers  of  India. 
I  urge  cheapness,  by  freedom  from  taxa- 
tion, because  salt  would  be  sent  in  vast 
quantities  beyond  our  Frontiers.  Then 
the  savage  and  wild  tribes  would  be 
conciliated  to  our  rule  ;  intercourse  and 
with  it  trade  would  expand,  so  that 
peace  within  and  friendly  feelings  abroad 
would  be  created.  In  this  recommenda- 
tion I  may  add  that  I  specially  refer  to 
Afghanistan  and  to  the  Russian  Frontier, 
where  the  salt  lakes  previously  supply- 
ing the  Afghans  with  salt  are  noi^  mono- 
polized by  Kuasia;  and  by  this  possession 
a  serious  pressure  may  bo  expected  to 
be  applied  by  Hussia  on  the  neighbour- 
ing people  of  Afghans  and  Turcomans. 
I  must  add  that  there  is  no  measure 
more  useful  for  a  powerful  influence  on 
Bussian  aggression  than  that  of  counter- 
acting their  desire  for  trade.  The 
history  of  Bussian  military  progress  is 
that  of  progress  in  trade,  only  the  trade 
precedes  the  advance  of  the  troops.  It 
is  the  traders  who  epur  on  the  advance 
of  soldiers,  and  I  must  allow  that  the 
Buseians  are  moat  porseToring.  In  1842, 
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when  occupying  Shanghai,  the  artillery- 
men fouud  good  Bussian  blue  cloth  in 
the  shops  for  a  military  jacket;  and  when 
I  opened  Shanghai  for  trade  in  1843, 
the  Bussian  cloth  was  then  on  sale,  but 
necessarily  withdrawn  when  our  cheaper 
cloths  came  in  competition.  I  earnestly 
urge  that  our  salt  and  our  rail  way  charts 
be  lessened,  so  as  to  counteract  Bussian 
trade.  I  am  not  quite  satisfied  with  the 
way  the  noble  Ix)rd  spoke  of  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Sea  Customs  Duties.  By  men- 
tioning the  net  amount  now  credited  to 
the  Income,  the  loss  by  the  abolition  of 
these  duties  is  made  to  appear  very 
large ;  whereas,  by  curtailing  the  gross 
reoeipts  now  and  formerly,  the  differ- 
ence is  not  BO  great.  The  discrepancy 
is  caused  by  the  charges  for  collecting 
the  Sea  Customs  not  being  levied  in 
ratio  with  the  duties  taken  off.  This  is 
a  defect  which  ought  to  have  been  re- 
medied by  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
his  Council.  But  I  may  plead  in  favour 
of  the  wise  measure  of  nearly  making 
India  a  Iree  port  that,  consequent  on  the 
removal  of  duties  from  nearly  all  articles 
of  trade,  the  bulk  of  trade  and  its  value 
have  greatly  extended,  and  are  yearly 
extending,  so  that  India  is  now  better 
able  to  meet  the  annually  increasing 
payments  at  home.  From  this  view 
there  is  good  causa  for  congratulation, 
and  with  well-deserved  praise  to  the 
Marquess  of  Ripon  and  Sir  Brelyn 
Baring,  who  carried  into  full  effect  me 
measures  which  were  commenced  by 
Lord  Lytton  and  Sir  John  Strachey. 
The  part  of  the  noble  Lord's  speech  in 
which  I  am  naturally  deeply  interested 
is  in  regard  to  the  roads,  railways,  and 
fortifications  for  the  defence  of  our  Fron- 
tier. With  regard  to  the  lines  of  com- 
munication, I  am  in  favour  of  their 
being  multiplied  to  all  reasonable  ex- 
tent, and  so  laid  out  as  to  lead  along  the 
Afghan  Frontier,  with  branches  to  the 
mouths  of  the  Passes.  I  believe  these 
Passes  to  be  many  in  number,  and  as 
yet  all  are  not  known.  The  nature  of 
the  defensive  works  I  am  anxious  about. 
At  present  the  idea  is  conveyed  from 
India  that  large  forts  needing  the  occu- 
pation of  bodies  of  troops  are  intended. 
Besides  distrusting  the  soundness  of 
plans  for  such  extensive  works,  I  chal- 
lenge the  policy  of  standing  on  the  de- 
fensive. I  draw  a  distinction  between 
great  fortified  places  and  smell  redoubts. 
The  latter  should  be  many  in  number  to 
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bo  held  by  smnH  bodiea  of  troops,  and  of 
such  a  size  as  to  store  ammuaition  and 
other  stores  for  the  curreot  use  of  the 
troops  immediately  dependent  on  the 
depots.  I  wish,  however,  to  rsiise  my 
voice  against  locking  up  large  bodies  of 
troops  in  big  forts.  I  beg  of  the  noble 
Lord  to  recall  to  his  mind  the  progress 
of  troops  in  Asia.  The  many  nations — 
Greeks,  Itomans,  Bassians — have  seldom 
stood  on  the  defensive.  History  tells 
us  that  when  the  advance  ceased  the 
downfall  began.  Our  military  history 
of  India,  as  wellas  that  of  Russia,  teaches 
that  the  best  means  of  defence  are  offen- 
sive movements.  I  may  mention  our  at- 
tack on  Delhi  during  the  Mutiny  as  a 
remarkable  instance  of  the  advantage  of 
offensive  warfare.  The  bold  measure 
of  attacking  Delhi  with  wholly  insuffi- 
cient means,  as  compared  vith  the  force 
inside  Delhi,  was  our  safety.  It  gave 
time  for  more  troops  to  assemble  before 
Delhi,  80  that,  whilst  inspiriting  the 
people  of  the  Punjab  and  dispiriting 
the  mutineers  inside  Delhi,  we  were 
able  by  this  daring  attaok  to  break  the 
neck  of  the  Mutiny  before  reinforce- 
ments arrived  from  home.  I  do  not 
raise  objections  to  the  proposal  of  the 
noble  Lord  for  the  formation  of  an  in- 
trenched camp  in  the.  Fishin  Valley, 
provided  the  place  is  healthy.  I  hold 
this  opinion  as  being  in  some  re- 
spect conditional  on  the  works  being 
such  as  a  small  body  of  troops  could 
defend,  and  thus  set  free  the  mass  of 
the  Army  for  offensive  operations.  Our 
oampa  in  India  have  hitherto  become 
great  cantonments,  into  which  large 
numbers  of  Katives  have  flocked,  no 
doubt  with  benefit  to  ourselves ;  but  this 
advantage  has  been  injurious  by  lessen- 
ing the  mobility  of  the  force  in  camp. 
I  advocate  the  extension  of  our  camp  as 
close  to  the  frontier  of  Candahar  as  may 
be  possible.  It  is  very  desiiable  to  be 
able  to  move  on  Herat  with  promptness ; 
and  with  the  improvements  now  in  pro- 
gress at  that  fortress  I  have  no  doubt — 
from  what  Eldred  Fottinger,  who  suc- 
cessfully defended  Herat  for  10  months 
did  against  a  Kussian  attack— but  that 
the  troops  of  the  Ameer  toiild  easily  hold 
the  fort  till  our  Army  reached  it  in  suc- 
cour. The  most  important  part  of  the 
speech  of  the  noble  Lord,  in  a  military 
point  of  view,  was  that  relating  to  the 
Army.  The  improvements  proposed  are 
a  Beeerve,  an  increase  of  one  squadron 
Qmtral  Sir  Otorgt  Balfovr 


to  eai'h  of  the  regiments  of  Native  Ca- 
valry of  Bengal  and  Bombay,  and  to 
raise  three  additional  regiments  in  Ben- 
gal and  Bombay ;  also  to  raise  five  addi- 
tional battalions  of  Ooorkhas.  The  coble 
Lord  also  referred  to  the  necessity  of 
adding  to  our  Enropean  Force,  and  com- 
plained of  this  portion  of  our  Army 
naving  been  kept  incomplete  to  the  ex- 
tent of  10,000,  and  that  £100,000  had 
been  paid  by  India  to  induce  the  Euro- 
pean soldiers  entitled  to  discharge  to 
volunteer  to  continue  to  serve  in  India. 
As  regardsthispayment,  I  protest  against 
India  being  charged.  The  baT|;ain  with 
the  Home  Oovernment  is  to  keep  the 
Indian  garrison  complete  and  effective- 
This  '  guarantee  has  repeatedly  been 
broken.  This  failure  is  not  special  to 
one  Party,  hut  ta  all  tbeOovemmentsof 
£higland.  The  European  troops  in  India 
have  repeatedly  fallen  below  their  fixed 
strength,  and  at  the  present  time  there 
are  2,000  European  Infantry  wanting  to 
complete.  India  made  a  great  mistake 
when  it  confided  to  the  War  Office  and 
Exchequer  of  England  the  sole  duty  of 
keeping  up  the  Force  required  for  the 
Indian  garrison.  It  would  be  a  prudent 
precaution  to  resume  from  the  War 
OfBce  the  charge  of  the  depots  and 
troops  needed  to  be  kept  at  home  for  the 
maintenanoe  of  the  garrison.  India 
could  then  add,  at  a  small  cost,  such  ad- 
ditional strength  as  may  provide  for  the 
efficiency  of  the  Forces  required  for  the 
defence  of  India.  As  regards  additional 
European  troops,  I  advise,  in  preference, 
an  improvement  in  the  present  Establish- 
ment. The  Artillery  batteries  should  be 
raised  to  eight  guns,  the  same  as  those 
of  Pussia;  the  nine  Cavalry  regiments 
can  easily  beformed  into  three  squadronti, 
each  of  150  effective  troopers ;  and  the 
SO  battalions  of  Infantry  into  six  com- 
panies each,  with  123  effective  privates 
in  a  company.  The  squadrons,  batteries, 
and  companiiis  would  then  he  much  more 
effective  in  of&cers,  non  -  commissioned 
officers,  corporals,  and  lance  oorporats. 
Past  experience  has  shown  that  in  war- 
fare in  Asia  the  completeness  of  com- 
panies and  squadrons  is  of  vital  import- 
ance. In  the  event  of  an  increase  of 
European  troops.  I  suggest  that  inde- 
pendent bodies  of  Infantry  and  Cavalry 
should  be  formed.  I  mean  that  separate 
companies  of  Infantry  and  squadrons  of 
Cavalry,  each  of  160  effective  privates, 
be  formed,  with  aufKoient  ofluen  ud 


;,Coot;^lc 


India— £a»t  India       {AtiacsT  6,  1885}  Reeenue  AeeounU. 


1329 

other  laolcs,  to  enable  them  to  act  in- 
depBudentlj.  Beg;iinenta  of  Cavalry  and 
battalions  of  Infantry,  fay  tbeir  organiza- 
tioQ  are  ill- adapted  for  detachment  duty. 
I  well  remember  Lord  Clyde's  laet  words 
to  me  in  1660,  ^rben  I  parted  with  him 
on  his  retam  home ;  be  epeciallj  desired 
me  to  remind  Lord  Canning  of  the  im- 
portance of  diecipltue  by  ealliof;  in  the 
then  many  detaohed  European  com- 
panies, to  give  them  headquartera,  and 
thereby  maintain  efficiency.  With  regard 
to  the  Native  troops  being  increased,  I 
much  regret  the  omission  of  the  Madras 
Army.  But  if  Ijir  Frederiok  Boberts 
has  failed,  I  cannot  expect  my  words  to 
have  influence  in  correcting  this  unfair- 
ness. I  do  not  gainsay  the  numetical 
increase  of  the  Qoorkbas ;  but  I  would 
have  wished  to  have  beard  of  the  exist- 
ing battalions  being  improved.  I  be- 
lieve in  the  necessity  for  more  Bnropean 
officers ;  on  them  must  rest  the  efficiency 
of  the  Native  tioopa  in  action.  The  late 
failure  of  the  ITth  Foorbeahs  at  Sua- 
kio  may  be  attributed  to  deficiency  of 
European  officors.  So  also  in  other 
instances  ;  but  by  making  this  increase 
the  organization  of  the  Native  corps 
would  be  BO  improved  as  that  their 
duties  in  India  should  be  diminished 
and  their  training  greatly  bettered. 
There  is  one  change  which  I  trust  will 
be  made,  and  that  is  a  considerable  ad- 
dition to  tho  pay  of  the  ranks  of  the 
Native  troops.  My  hon.  Friend  the 
Memberfor  Kirkcaldy  (Sir  George  Camp- 
bell) stated  last  year  that  for  100  years 
the  pay  of  the  Native  Army  had  not 
been  changed.  But  though  iu  the  main 
correct,  be  might  have  said  that  the  pay 
of  some  ranks  bad  within  the  100  years 
been  lessened ;  and  if  the  noble  Lord 
will  refer  to  the  Accounts  of  178G  in  the 
Library  of  the  House  he  will  find  that 
the  rates  of  pay  of  the  Native  ranks  of 
the  Bengal  Army  were  in  sevoral  in- 
stances much  higher  than  the  current 
rate.  I  do  not  for  the  first  time  express 
this  opinion,  because  after  the  Mutiny 
I  entertained  and  made  known  the  like 
opinion  to  Lord  Canning.  I  did  not  do 
BO  in  writing,  because  I  felt  that  it  would 
be  advisable  not  to  give  hopes  which 
might  not  be  realized.  My  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Orkney  (Mr.  I^ing), 
then  Fiuance  Minister,  approved  of  the 
increase.  Some  improvements  were 
made  after  I  left  India,  but  not  suffi- 
cient in  my  opinion.  Since  then  greater 
need  exists  for  this  improvement,  coa- 
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sidering  the  additions  made  during  the 
past  25  years  to  tho  pay  of  the  European 
soldier.  X  may  add  that  the  great  in- 
crease of  trade  has  cut  off  from  the  Army 
many  classes  who  made  war  a  profes- 
sion. I  would  also  wish  to  see  greater 
encouragement  given  to  induce  Euro- 
pean officers  to  acquire  the  Frontier 
languages  as  well  as  those  of  India,  the 
knowledge  that  several  hundred  officers 
had  a  speaking  and  perhaps  a  writing 
acquaintance  with  the  Turcoman  and 
Afghan  languages  would  have  a  bene- 
ficial effect  on  the  Bussiau  Government. 
An  acquaintance  with  the  topography  as 
well  as  the  geography  of  the  Frontier  of 
Afghanistan  and  Eussia  must  show  that 
if  necessary  our  officers  could  in  case  of 
need  be  as  aggressive  as  the  Russians 
have  been  and  will  be.  I  do  not  hesi- 
tate to  state  that  the  only  influence 
that  can  be  successfully  applied  to 
keep  the  Bussians  within  bounds  is 
a  knowledge  of  our  power  to  act 
offensively.  The  Germans  know  well 
that  it  is  their  great  Army  on  the  Bus- 
siau Frontier  which  deters  Bussian  offi- 
cers from  disturbing  the  Frontier  be- 
tween the  two  countries.  I  have  fol- 
lowed with  attention  the  financial  details 
of  the  noble  Lord ;  and  though  I  cannot 
agree  to  the  extreme  views  of  our  Ex- 
penditure, I  yet  consider  the  statement 
sufficiently  alarming  to  justify  anxiety, 
and  to  need  all  the  possible  economies 
mentioned  by  the  noble  Lord.  I  par- 
ticularize the  Civil  Expenditure  as  worthy 
of  control.  I  have  repeatedly  pointed 
out  the  extravagance,  yearly  on  the  in- 
crease, in  this  branch.  From  all  that 
has  been  said,  I  understand  that  our 
preparations  will  require  an  expendi- 
ture of  capital  of  about  £10,000,000 
for  roads,  railways,  redoubts,  small 
arms,  guns,  and  stores;  but,  these 
once  laid  iu,  then  the  sum  of 
£2,000,000  for  the  Army  will  maintain 
our  troops  in  a  state  of  great  efficiency. 
Now,  whilst  warning  the  noble  Lord 
against  extravagant  outlay  on  stores,  I 
think  I  am  justified  in  saying  that  the 
proposed  outlay  is  not  so  large  as  to 
frighten  us— at  all  events,  as  the  noble 
Lord  is  young,  I  am  confident  that  he 
will  not  become  faint  of  heart. 

SiK  QEOBGE  CAMPBELL  said,  the 
noble  Lord  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  had  proved  that  be  was  a  Bupert 
of  Debate,  and  he  would  have  shown 
himself  a  great  power  in  regard  to 
financial  matters  if  he  had  confined  him- 
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Belf  to  a  Financial  Statoment,  and  to  thi 
eloquent  appeal  ho  bad  made  on  behalf 
of  India  for  the  sympathetio  interi'st  of 
Englishmea  in  Indian  affairs.  If  the 
noble  Lord  had  confined  himself  to  the 
obaervations  he  had  made  upon  those 
points,  he  (Sir  George  Campbell)  would 
hare  had  nothing  but  praise  and  coiucl- 
denoe  of  opinion  ta  express.  But  he  must 
Mr  it  did  seem  to  him  to  be  a  pity  that 
the  noble  Lord  should  hare  employed  bis 
genius  with  such  brilliancy,  and,  he 
might  almost  say,  nith  such  effect,  in  a 
b^  cause.  It  was  much  to  be  regretted 
that  the  noble  Lord  had  attacked  the 
Marquess  of  Ripon  as  he  had  done. 
The  comparison  he  had  drawn  between 
Lord  Lytton  and  the  Marquess  of  Bipon 
was  a  rery  unhappy  one,  for  whatever 
the  faults  of  the  Marquess  of  Ripen 
were — and  erery  man  bad  his  fatJts — 
and  although  he  might  hare  been  im- 
prudent in  parting  too  hastily  with  the 
resources  of  the  country,  whatever  fault 
might  be  found  with  him  for  the  sacri- 
fice he  had  made  of  the  finances  of  India, 
and  in  not  making  adequate  provision 
for  the  protection  of  the  Xorth-West 
Frontier,  the  Marquess  of  Eipon  was  by 
no  means  a  sleepy  man.  If  he  bad  been 
sleepy  in  regard  to  the  Nortb-Weat 
Frontier,  and  in  some  other  respects,  his 
policy  was  infinitely  preferable  to  that  of 
Lord  Lytton,  who  had  involved  them  in 
an  expcnsire  war  that  cost  £20,000,000, 
and  had  probably  brought  about  thoir 
presentcomplicationewith  Russia.  Those 
complications  were  due,  in  a  great 
measure,  to  their  attacks  upon  Af- 
ghanistan, and  to  the  hatred  which  had 
been  engendered  against  them  among 
the  Afghan  tribes  in  oonsequenoe.  He 
thought  that  Lord  Lytton  had  been 
most  unfortunate  and  unwise  in  bring- 
ing about  that  Campaign.  He  would 
always  maintain  the  opinion  that 
that  war  was  wrong  and  unjustifiable. 
Therefore,  if  the  noble  Lord  objected  to 
the  policy  of  the  Marquess  of  Ripou  in 
oonnectiou  with  the  North- West  Fron- 
tier, that  could  hardly  be  regarded  as 
an  nnmitigated  evil,  and  the  Marquess 
of  Ripen  had  undoubtedly  turned  Lord 
Lytton's  constant  deficits  into  surpluses ; 
be  had  materially  developed  the  re- 
sources of  India,  and  had  succeeded  in 
securing  the  goodwill  of  the  people  of 
that  country.  He  (Sir  George  Camp- 
bell) maintained  that  it  was  much  better 
to  pursue  a  policy  of  that  kind  in  em- 
Sir  George  Campbfll 
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ploying  the  finances  of  India,  than  in 
guardiug  against  dangers  which  had 
not  yet  arrived.  There  was  another 
point  in  which  the  Secretary  of  State 
seemed  to  contradict  himself.  He  had 
taunted  the  Marquees  of  Ripon  with 
having  rashly  abandoned  the  resources 
of  the  country,  whereas  he  claimed  credit 
to  Lord  Lytton  for  having  so  dealt 
with  the  Customs  Duties  of  India  that 
the  first  of  Lord  Lytton's  SucceaBora 
was  compelled  to  abandon  them  alto- 
gether. He  could  not  understand  how 
it  was  that  the  noble  Lord  looked  upon 
a  policy  of  that  kind  as  a  matter  in 
which  Lord  Lytton  deserved  praiae, 
while,  at  the  same  time,  he  censured 
the  Marquess  of  Ripon  for  getting  rid 
of  the  Customs  Revenue  of  India.  He 
(Sir  Qeoi^  Campbell)  was  inclined  to 
think  that  the  policy  of  the  Marquess  of 
Ripon,  even  in  regard  to  the  North- 
West  Frontier,  was  for  preferable  to  the 
KingStorkpolioyof hisPredecessoT.  He 
was  afraid  that  some  day  or  other  Part; 
politics  in  this  country  would  exercise  a 
dangerous  iniiueace  in  India.  The  noble 
Lord  wound  up  his  speech  by  expressing 
ccnfidcnce  in  the  resources  of  India ;  but 
the  noble  Lord's  statement  in  regard  to 
Indian  finance  was  an  extremely  gloomy 
one.  He  had  told  the  Committee  that 
there  was  not  only  a  large  deficit  at 
the  present  time,  but  that  they  must 
expect  to  hare  deficits  for  the  future. 
He  was  afraid  that  the  noble  Lord  was 
right  in  that  assertion;  and  although 
he  did  not  blame  the  noble  Lord, 
who  had  only  been  six  weeks  in  Office, 
for  not  grappling  with  this  great  and 
difficult  problem,  it  was  certainly  con- 
trary to  all  sound  financial  principles  to 
make  no  provision  for  the  present  deficit, 
but  merely  to  carry  it  forward  to  next 
year.  No  doubt  the  noble  Lord  had  not 
yet  had  time  to  consider  the  matter 
fully ;  but  he  hoped  that  when  be  had 
had  time  to  apply  his  mind  to  the  sub- 
ject he  would  come  to  the  conclusion, 
next  year,  that  it  was  not  right  to  hand 
over  a  deficit  from  one  year  to  another 
without  asy  attempt  to  provide  for  it. 
He  was  glad  to  hear  the  noble  Lord  ex- 
press a  strong  opinion  that  there  should 
be  a  Parliamentary  inquiry  into  the 
atfairs  of  India.  He  (Sir  George  Camp- 
bell) certainly  thought  there  ought  to 
be  a  full  and  thorough  inquiry,  and  he 
endorsed  the  arguments  of  the  noble 
Lord  in  favour  of  inquiry.     His  only 
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doubt  was  vfasther  it  should  be  a 
strictly  Parliamentary  ioq^ulry,  of  whe- 
ther it  should  not  be  an  inquirj'  by  Boyal 
GommisBion  on  which  they  tiiif{ht  be  able 
to  appoint  some  of  the  best  aad  strongest 
men  in  the  country.  He  {Sir  George 
Campbell)  strongly  deprecated  any  policy 
which  would  inTolve  the  conversion  ol 
the  difficulties  of  India  into  Party  ques- 
tions; and  he  certainly  thought  that  if 
the  Secretary  of  State  in  future  was  to 
follow  the  example  of  the  noble  Lord 
and  make  such  a  bitter  attack  upon 
former  Viooroys  very  serious  diffioulties 
and  dangers  might  result.  He  was  sorry 
that  he  had  incited  the  indignation  of 
the  noble  Lord,  because  he  had  hap- 
pened to  laugh  when  the  noble  Lord 
used  the  somewhat  novel  phrase  of 
"  Britain  and  Ireland."  He  wished  to 
say  at  once  that  he  had  no  intention  of 
deriding  the  influence  of  Irishmen  in 
Indian  affairs.  On  the  contrary,  he 
agreed  with  the  noble  Lord  in  thinking 
that  India  had  derived  very  great  benefit 
from  the  services  of  Iribhmeu ;  be  would 
be  most  ungrateful  if  he  were  not  to  admit 
that  India  owed  very  much  to  Irishmen. 
He  himself,  in  the  work  he  had  been 
able  to  do  in  India,  owed  very  much  to 
the  assistance  he  bad  received  from  Irish- 
men ;  and  it  had  often  struck  him  that 
there  was  something  connected  with  the 
tenure  of  land  in  Ireland  which  made 
Irishmen  peculiarly  useful  in  India. 
There  had  bean  no  Viceroy  in  whose 
labours  he  had  had  greater  sympathy, 
and  who  had  administered  the  Qovem- 
ment  of  India  to  greater  advantage  to 
the  country,  than  the  Karl  of  Mayo, 
under  whom  he  had  served  a  good  many 
years  ago.  He  believed  that  the  Yice- 
royalty  of  the  Earl  of  Mayo  in  India 
was  one  of  the  best  Administrations  that 
had  ever  existed  in  that  country.  The 
Earl  of  Mayo  was  an  Irishman,  and  at 
that  moment  there  was  a  very  large  pro- 
portion of  Irishmen  in  the  Indian  Ser- 
vice. Many  of  the  great  reforms  which 
had  been  carried  out  in  the  Province  of 
Bengal  had  been  mainly  due  to  Irish- 
men, and  they  were  at  that  moment 
assisting  the  present  Lieutenant  Qo- 
vernor  of  Bengal  in  a  most  excellent  and 
admirable  manner.  He  hoped  that  after 
those  remarks  the  noble  Lord  would 
acquit  him  of  ingratitude  towards  Irieb- 
men  for  their  services  in  India.  He 
thoroughly  acknowledged  the  justice  of 
what  the  noble  Lord  had  said,  that  if 


1334 

there  was  to  be  a  Parliamentary  inquiry 
into  the  machinery  of  Government  in 
India  and  the  administration  of  affairs 
in  that  country,  note  must  be  taken  of 
the  opinion  of  tjie  educated  Nalive  men 
to  whom  the  noble  Lord  had  referred. 
They  were  persons  whose  opinions  ought 
to  be  fully  understood,  and  who  were 
entitled  to  be  listened  t«.  Indeed,  too 
great  weight  could  not  be  attached  to 
the  representation  of  the  vie#s  of  the 
Native  population  of  India.  He  trusted 
that  all  classes  of  the  people  of  India 
would  be  represented  in  the  coming  in- 
quiry, and  that  they  would  be  fully  and 
fairly  heard.  As  regarded  the  imme- 
diate question  of  Indian  finance,  he  con-  ' 
feesed  that  he  had  always  been  some- 
tiling  of  a  pessimist,  and  he  had  often 
expressed  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of 
the  fair-weather  policy  which  had  been 
pursued.  He  was  of  opinion  that  they 
had  not  sufficiently  provided  for  a  time 
of  great  difficulty  and  disturbance.  A 
time  of  disturbance  had  now  arrived, 
and  he  could  not  say  that  he  had  been 
altogether  unprepared  for  the  gloomy 
view  which  the  noble  Lord  took  of  Indian 
affairs.  He  had  always  thought  that 
too  much  had  been  made  of  the  Bussian 
scare ;  but  a  period  of  difficulty  had  now 
come  upon  them,  and  already  the  coun- 
try had  been  put  to  an  enormous  expense 
in  that  direction.  It  was  better  for  the 
country  to  be  called  upon  to  spend  money 
now  rather  than  to  have  spent  it  pre- 
maturely some  years  ago.  The  position 
of  Afghanistan  waa  a  very  large  and 
difficult  question,  and  he  would  not 
attempt  to  discuss  it  at  the  present 
moment.  He  would  only  say  that,  as  a 
matter  of  history,  it  was  a  hazardous 
policy  to  attempt  to  set  up  Afghanistan 
as  a  Kingdom.  There  would  always  be 
a  great  danger  in  having  a  country  like 
that  between  our  territory  and  that  of  a 
powerful  European  nation ;  with  one  side 
turned  towards  us,  and  the  other  to- 
wards Bussia.  In  this  matter  England, 
he  said,  bad  shown  that  she  was  sensi- 
tive, and  Russia  had  taken  advantage 
of  it.  He  entirely  agreed  with  the  noble 
Lord  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
that  it  was  desirable  that  they  should 
now  strengthen  their  Indiau  Frontier ; 
but  he  hoped  the  noble  Lord  would  bear 
in  mind  the  warnings  of  Indian  military 
officers  ou  that  subject,  and  he  also  hoped 
that  the  experience  which  Members  of 
the  present  Government  had  bad  with 
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mspect  to  Afghanislan  would  connBel 
them  to  free  the  country  as  much  as  pos- 
sible from  the  difficulties  which  would 
result  from  having  to  do  with  that 
nest  of  hornets.  He  agreed  with  the 
noble  Lord  that  the  Indian  Army  must 
be  permanently  strengthened.  He  had 
always  said  that  the  Indian  Army 
was  very  small  for  the  vast  Dominion, 
population,  and  interests  which  it  had 
to  protect  and  control ;  and  now  that 
their  Indian  Empire  was  almost  in  con- 
tact with  that  of  Buesia  he  said  it  was 
absolutely  indispensable  that  the  Indian 
Army  should  be  increased.  He  would 
not,  however,  detain  the  Committee  on 
that  question,  with  which  he  did  not 
feel  himself  fully  competent  to  deal. 
But  he  did  say  that  it  was  a  right  move 
to  establish  a  Native  Anny  Eeserve  in 
India.  He  had  always  found  and  urged 
that  the  old  Native  soldiers  and  pen- 
sioners were  very  trustworthy  ana  re- 
liable men,  and  ho  beliered  that  thoy 
would  be  their  best  aid  in  time  of  difli- 
culty  in  the  country,  and  constitute  a 
sonrce  of  strength  there ;  and,  there- 
fore, as  far  as  he  could  judge,  the  pro- 
posal seemed  to  be  a  wise  and  proper 
one  BO  far  as  the  Infantry  were  oon- 
cemed.  With  regard  to  the  Cavalry, 
he  was  not  quite  so  sure — indeed,  he  had 
always  thought  that  the  Cavalry  in 
India  were  a  very  expensive  and  not 
very  valuable  force.  He  was  rather 
inclined  to  think  that  the  proper  thing 
to  he  done  was  to  mobilize  the  Infantry 
and  keep  up  a  force  so  equipped  that 
they  would  be  easily  movable  in  time  of 
need.  But  then  there  was  the  question 
of  money.  An  increase  of  men  meant,  of 
course,  an  increased  expenditure,  and 
he  agreed  with  the  remarks  of  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  (General  Sir 
Cteorge  Balfour)  who  had  just  spoken 
in  saying  that  the  pay  of  the  Native 
soldiers  was  insufficient.  There  could 
be  no  doubt  tJiat  a  very  large  additional 
expenditure  of  money  would  be  ne- 
cessary, and  the  question  was,  how  was 
that  expenditure  to  be  provided  for. 
The  noble  Lord  had  laid  great  stress  on 
reduction  and  economy.  No  one  more 
than  himself  desired  to  see  that  there 
should  be  both  reduction  and  economy; 
but  it  was  always  to  be  remembered 
that  however  they  reduced  expenditure 
on  the  one  side  there  ware  always  fresh 
demands  to  meet  the  growing  expenses 
on  the  other.  But  the  noble  Lord  had 
i'l'r  Gfornf  Campbell 
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'  spoken  of  a  reduction  on  account  of 
Public  Works  paid  for  out  of  Revenue. 
He  did  not  agree  with  the  noble  Lord 
in  the  views  he  had  expressed  with  re* 
gard  to  that  subject,  which  was  one  con- 
cerning which  be  bad,  in  Ms  opinion, 
made  an  entirely  false  comparison  be- 
tween the  administration  of  Lord  Lytton 
and  the  administration  of  the  Marquess 
of  Eipon.  What  Lord  Lytton  had  done 
was  to  stop  during  the  Afghan  War  all 
the  useful  public  works  that  were  going 
forward  in  India.  They  knew  that  that 
could  only  be  the  source  of  temporary 
reduction,  and  Lord  Lytton  had  stopped 
those  great  works  in  the  most  unfortu- 
nate way ;  because,  in  order  to  carry 
them  out,  large  establishments  hsd 
been  created  and  maintained  ;  and  Lord 
Lytton,  by  stopping  them  suddenly,  had 
those  large  establishments  thrown  upon 
his  hands.  When  the  reduction  took 
place  an  enormous  increase  of  expendi- 
ture was  incurred  for  pensions  and  gra- 
tuities and  other  matters  inseparable 
from  operations  of  the  kind;  and  in  the 
»nd,  wnen  after  two  or  three  years  the 
India  Government  was  obliged  to  carry 
on  the  public  works,  the  establishment 
had  to  be  again  increased  at  an  addi- 
tional cost.  Therefore,  it  seemed  to  him 
that  to  stop  the  carrying  out  of  public 
works  was  a  thoughtless,  uneconomical, 
and  wrong  manner  of  proceeding.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  in  the  carrying  oat 
of  large  publin  works  they  ought,  so  to 
speak,  to  cut  the  coat  according  to  the 
cloth,  and  that  if  they  desired  to  carry 
them  on  at  all  they  should  do  so  at  a  uni- 
form rate  with  a  uniform  establishment, 
and  not  indulge  in  a  policy  of  see-saw — 
that  was  to  say,  a  policy  of  reducing 
them  at  one  time  and  increasing  them 
at  another,  as  was  the  case  under  the 
administration  of  Lord  Lytton  before 
that  of  the  Marquess  of  Bipon  began. 
KoadH,  bridges,  irrigation  works,  and 
works  of  that  kind  were  things  that  if 
they  were  started  to-day  must  be  carried 
on  to-morrow ;  and,  therefore,  he  did 
not  agree  with  the  policy  indicated  by 
the  noble  Lord.  He  was  also  of  opinion 
that  the  policy  of  cutting  down  the  Pro- 
vincial Budgets  was  a  most  disastrous 
policy,  because  by  so  doing  he  believed 
they  could  not  have  efficiency  and  jus- 
tice to  those  Departments.  When  he  was 
in  Bengal  he,  being  inclined  to  economy 
and  prudence,  had  saved  a  good  deal  of 
money  against  a  Tiuoj  day;  but  when 
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the  famine  oame  the  whole  of  the  Bavings 
■were  s^ept  away.  What  was  the  re- 
sult? His  Successor  spent  every  far- 
thing of  Beveaue,  and  there  was  nothing 
saved  at  all.  He  agreed  in  tbinliing 
that  the  statement  of  the  noble  Lord, 
and  the  statement  of  Sir  Auckland  Col- 
vin,  Finance  Minister,  were  very  gloomy 
indeed,  notwithstanding  the  hopeful  ex- 
preaaions  with  which  the  noble  Lord 
had  concluded  bis  speech.  He  had  read 
the  statement  of  Sir  Aucklaud  Golvin, 
and  he  found  that,  while  it  alluded  to 
the  reduction  of  Bevenue,  it  did  not 
make  any  reference  to  increased  tasa- 
tioD.  But  he  thought  they  would  be 
obliged  to  resort  to  that.  But  he  (Sic 
George  Campbell)  said  that  if  the  Licence 
Tax  was  extended,  they  would  have, 
honestly,  to  make  it  an  Income  Tax,  be- 
cause that  was  a  tax  which  would  bit  the 
rich  as  well  as  the  poor,  even  if  they 
did  not  go  the  length  of  having  a  gra- 
duated Income  Tax,  under  which  the 
rich  out  of  their  possessions  should  pay 
more  than  the  poor  in  their  poverty. 
Be  had  often  commented  on  the  policy 
which  abolished  the  Import  Duties  on 
Manchester  goods ;  and  as  long  as  the 
Bioe  Duty  remained  as  it  was,  he,  for 
one,  would  not  have  sacrificed  those 
duties.  With  regard  to  the  Salt  Tax, 
he  considered  that  it  was  impossible  to 
increase  that;  he  said  it  was  a  delusion 
to  speak  of  that  tax  aa  having  been  very 
much  reduced.  TheSaltTax,  asa  whole, 
had  not  been  reduced,  but  equalized,  and 
was  very  heavy  still.  If  they  com- 
pared the  Revenue  from  that  source 
with  what  it  waa  a  few  years  ego,  it 
would  be  seen  that,  while  in  one  part 
of  India  it  had  been  largely  increased, 
in  another  part  it  had  been  correspond- 
ingly diminished.  The  noble  Lord,  in 
meting  a  comparison  of  the  present  Be- 
venne  of  India  with  what  it  was  10 
years  ago,  had  spoken  of  the  elasticity 
of  the  Indian  Revenue.  He  (Sir  George 
Campbell)  had  heard  a  good  deal  about 
that  before;  but  when  he  came  to  the 
figures  that  had  been  laid  before  tbem 
that  day,  be  could  not  help  remarking 
that  the  whole  increase  of  £2,000,000 
found  to  have  arisen  in  10  years  was 
due  to  the  increase  in  Public  Works 
alone.  The  net  increase  on  those  works 
was  £2,000,000. 

Thb  SEOEETARY  of  STATE  (Lord 
Randolph  Ohuboiiill)  :  The  amount 
charged  as  increase  of  Revenue  on  Pub- 


lic Works  is  £566,000.    The  two  must 
be  taken  together. 

SiEGEORaECAMPBEIJ.:  Exactly; 
and  the  result  was  that  there  was  no  in< 
crease  of  Bevonue  at  all,  except  from  thie 
source.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  Ac- 
counts. The  noble  Lord's  speech  had 
been  devoted  to  high  finance  and  politics; 
but  he  must  aak  the  Committee  to  come 
down  a  little  and  consider  the  Accounts. 
He  wished  to  express  the  opinion  that 
he  had  expressed  many  times  before, 
that  the  Accounts  were  presented  to  the 
House  in  far  too  complicated  a  form.  It 
was  almost  impossible  for  Membere  of 
Parliament,  save  those  who  took  an  ac- 
tive interest  in  Indian  affairs,  to  under- 
stand them.  In  these  Accounts  every- 
thing was  stated  in  gross;  items  were 
included  under  the  head  of  Revenue 
which  wore  not  Revenue  at  all,  bat 
sourcee  of  Expenditure,  and  they  also 
mixed  up  Imperial  with  Provincial 
finance  in  a  manner  which  bad  led  to 
a  great  deal  of  confusion.  He  would 
illustrate  bis  remarks  by  referring  to 
one  item — namely,  the  Public  Works. 
There  was  the  statement  that  under 
that  head  there  waa  an  estimated 
surplus  of  £566,000 ;  but  when  they 
came  to  look  into  the  matter  they  found 
that  the  whole  surplus  disappeared  and 
became  a  deficit,  because  there  was  the 
loss  on  Exchange,  which  for  18S4-5  was 
£1,673,000,  and  for  1885-6  £1,900,000. 
Those  things  were  stated  in  the  Ac- 
counts in  a  manner  so  misleading  as  to 
suegest  a  eurpluB,  while  a  deficit  really 
existed.  He  did  not  say  that  there  was  a 
real  loss,  but  they  must  not  run  away  with 
the  belief  that  there  was  a  surplus  in 
hard  cash.  Then  there  was  the  subject  of 
railways,  to  which  the  noble  Lord  bad 
devoted  a  short  portion  of  his  epeecb. 
He  (Sic  Qeorge  Campbell)  bad  always 
been  in  favour  of  a  hberal  extension  of 
railways  in  India ;  be  thought  that 
where  there  were  no  proper  roads,  and 
where  road-making  was  expensive,  the 
railways  might  with  great  advantage  be 
extended  considerably.  But  he  looked 
with  alarm  on  the  prosent  programme 
with  regard  to  railways  put  forward  by 
the  Indian  Works  Department.  The 
gentleman  who  was  responsible  for  that 
had  set  hie  teeth  on  the  conetmction  of 
certain  railways  in  India;  and  great  care 
was,  in  his  opinion,  necessary  in  order 
to  insure  that  bis  scheme  should  not  he 
sanctioned  en  hioe.    He  fonnd,  b^  the 
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FinBDce  MinUtet'a  Statement,  that  he 
expected  to  spend  in  lSe5-6  upwards  of 
£6,000,000  on  railways  upon  State  re- 
eponslbilitj,  apart  from  those  railways 
which  were  constructed  by  private  enter- 

f>rize.  That  seemed  to  him  to  be  a  very 
arge  sum;  it  greatly  exceeded  the 
amount  which  the  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  contemplated  would 
be  so  expended,  and  he  thought  that 
the  proposal  must  be  regarded  with 
concern  by  all.  Ha  admitted  that  the 
policy  of  the  Earl  of  Dalhouaie,  who 
mapped  out  an  extensive  scheme  of  State 
Guaranteed  Bailways,  had  been  in  the 
main  a  success.  The  State  had  paid 
Tery  dearly  for  it,  however;  but,  al- 
though the  railways  bad  probably  coat 
double  what  they  might  hare  cost, 
be  considered  they  were  worth  the 
money  spent  upon  tbem.  But  dov 
that  they  had  gained  so  much  ex- 
perience in  those  matters,  and  had 
an  enormous  establishment  capable  of 
making  railways,  with  men  experienced 
in  their  construction,  he  doubted  very 
much  that  it  was  the  true  policy  to  em- 
ploy those  guaranteed  contractors  in  the 
work.  The  Government  ought  especially 
to  have  control  over  the  railway  rates. 
He  was  one  of  those  who  thought  that 
the  rates  charged  by  the  Railway  Com- 
panies in  India  were  net  nearly  cheap 
enough.  He  contended  that  they  would 
not  do  justice  to  the  trade  and  resources 
of  India  until  tbey  had  a  system  under 
which  they  could  reduce  the  railway 
charges  to  a  miuimum.  His  experience 
was  that  railways  must  always  be  to  a 
great  extent  monopolies;  and  if  they 
were  to  have  the  present  system  and  not 
trust  to  private  enterprize — if  the  Gi 
vernment  were  to  guarantee  interest  and 
debt,  it  would  be  much  better  that  they 
should  have  complete  control,  so  that 
there  might  not  tte  undue  competition 
on  one  side,  and  monopoly  on  the  other. 
He  was  not  certain  that  they  had  gained 
the  desired  object  by  submitting  them- 
selves to  the  conditions  which  the  pro- 
moters of  certain  guaranteed  lines  had 
imposed  on  them.  They  might  be  very 
good  and  able  men ;  but  when  a  pro- 
moter was  disposing  of  other  people's 
money  he  was  not  always  as  careful  as 
he  ought  to  be.  He  did  not  like  pro- 
moters to  handle  Govemment  money, 
and,  as  he  hod  said,  he  preferred  that 
the  system  should  bo  laid  down  by  the 
Government.  There  was  between  Cal- 
Sir  George  Camphcli 
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cutta  and  Madras  a  part  of  India  still 
unexplored,  and  which  was  to  that  day 
in  the  possession  of  the  Aborigines.  He 
thought  it  would  be  right  for  the  Stat« 
— cautiously,  of  course — to  develop  a 
railway  in  that  district,  but  not  too 
fast.  He  hoped  that  would  not  be 
lost  sight  of  by  the  noble  Lord.  It 
was  only  the  other  day  that  he  put  a 
Question  iu  the  House  with  reference 
to  another  line  of  railway ;  but  the  only 
answer  he  received  was  that  the  noble 
Lord  traversed  all  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances— there  was  no  reply  to  his  Ques- 
tion. He  asked  whether,  in  view  of  the 
depressed  condition  of  Indian  trade,  and 
in  view  of  the  great  difficulties  of  Indian 
finance,  the  Government  were  going  to 
guarantee  lines  which  would  compete 
with  the  Government  lines  already  estab- 
lished? He  thought  the  new  line  would 
come  into  direct  opposition  with  the  East 
India  Railway  on  uie  one  side,  and  with 
other  railways  on  the  other  side.  It 
would  interfere  with  tbeir  through  traffic, 
and  seriously  injure  the  other  lines.  He 
did  not  know  whether  the  noble  Lord  had 
applied  hie  acute  mind  to  the  subject  of 
railways  in  America;  but  if  be  had  be 
would  see  that  the  through  lines  had  of 
late  years  been  cutting  each  other's 
throats  in  consequence  of  this  competi- 
tion for  traffic — he  referred  to  the  hues 
runoiog  from  the  coast  to  the  centre  of 
the  country.  No  doubt  the  public  got 
the  benefit,  but  it  certainly  seemed  to 
be  a  suicidal  policy  so  far  as  the  railways 
themselves  were  concerned.  He  hoped 
that  state  of  things  would  not  be  re- 
peated in  India,  and  that  tho  noble  Lord 
would  take  care  that  he  did  not  yield  too 
much  to  the  promoters  of  those  liues. 
As  those  railways  were  a  very  important 
subject,  he  thought  it  right  to  say  as 
much  as  this  with  regard  to  them  ;  but 
there  were  a  lot  of  other  matters  of 
importance  iu  connection  with  Indian 
finance,  the  details  of  which  he  would 
not  attempt  to  go  into.  He  would  only 
say  this— that  if  the  noble  Lord  ware  in 
Office  another  year,  and  he  hoped  that 
he  would  not  be  in  Office  unless  be 
joined  the  Badicals,  and  be  had  some 
hopes  of  that,  he  trusted  he  would  apply 
his  genius  to  the  subject  of  Indian 
finance.  If  be  did,  no  doubt  great  bene- 
fit would  result;  but  he  also  felt  that  the 
task  was  one  of  enormous  difficulty.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  the  noble  Lord  in 
hia  speech  that  night  had  made  out  the 
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diffioultiea  and  dangers  of  Indian  finance 
a  good  deal  more  etrikingly  than  he  had 
made  out  the  bright  Eide  of  the  caee. 
If  ho  were  in  Office  next  year,  it  would 
not  do  for  him  to  tide  over  his  djf&calties 
bj  balances  and  loans ;  but  he  would  find 
it  necessary  to  have  to  resort  in  some 
shape  or  other  to  increased  taxation  or 
to  Bevenne.  to  meet  the  deficit  which 
would  exist.  At  any  rate,  he  (Sir 
Qeorge  Campbell)  felt  that  this  question 
was  a  Tery  difficult  and  gloomy  one, 
and  he  hoped  that  whoever  was  in  Office 
he  would  attempt  to  grapple  with  the 
question. 

Captaik  ATLUKR  said,  he  desired 
to  say  a  few  words  with  reference  to  the 
new  Frontier  railways  designed  in  India. 
Hon.  Uembera  had  recently  had  a  map 
of  the  approved  new  Frontier  lines 
placed  io  their  hands  by  the  Qovern- 
ment;  and  he  begged  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India,  or  his  Bepresontative  at 
the  present  moment  in  the  House,  to 
two  lines,  and  matters  connected  with 
them  which  he  considered  of  vital  im- 
portance. There  ware  two  distinct  lines, 
one  running  South  from  Bawul  Findi 
and  Kobat  to  Dehra  Ismael  Khan  on 
the  Indus,  and  the  other  running  North 
from  Mooltan  to  near  the  Indus  nearly 
opposite  Dehra  Ismael  Khan.  There 
was  no  conneotion  between  those  lines. 
They  ran  parallel  with  their  Frontier, 
and,  therefore,  were  probably  the  most 
difficult  lines  to  defend.  It  was  abso- 
lutely necessary,  where  a  line  of  rail- 
way ran  parallel  with  a  Frontier,  that 
the  access  to  both  extremes  should  be 
perfectly  easy,  because  if  the  line  was 
cut  by  an  enemy  at  the  North,  and 
access  to  the  South  was  rendered  im- 
possible by  reason  of  a  rirer  intervening, 
the  line,  instead  of  being  ueefiil,  was 
absolutely  a  danger.  A  bridge,  there- 
fore, over  the  Indus,  connecting  the  line 
at  Dehra  Ismael  Khan  with  the  line 
opposite,  was  absolutely  necoasaiy.  He 
also,  having  carefully  studied  the  ques- 
tion, wished  to  call  particular  attention 
to  another  railway  proposed  by  the  Qo- 
vemment — namely,  the  Uaetta  Kail- 
way,  through  the  Pishin  Valley.  That 
line,  begun  in  1879  and  1880  by  the 
Government  of  the  late  Earl  of  Beacons- 
field,  was  stopped  when  the  late  Govern- 
ment came  into  power.  In  October, 
1883,  they,  however,  had  given  orders 
that  it  should  be  commenced  again,  and 


the  coolness  with  which  tbey  looked 
upon  the  line  in  1880  turned  to  red  heat 
in  January,  1884.  In  euchhot  haste  did 
they  recommence  the  line  that  at  one  time 
from  15,000  to  20,000  men  were  em- 
ployed upon  it,  and  during  the  whole  of 
188-1  something  like  17,000  men  were 
employed  upon  it,  and  now  they  were 
told  by  the  noble  Lord  that  the  line 
could  not  be  completed  till  1886.  The 
noble  Lord  had  made  that  statement 
the  other  day  in  answer  to  a  Question 
addressed  to  him.  If  an  ordinary  amount 
of  attention  had  been  paid  to  it,  and  an 
ordinary  amount  of  strength  had  been 
put  upon  it  during  those  years,  it  would 
have  been  completed  by  this ;  but  he 
(Captain  Aylmer)  was  now  informed  by 
those  who  were  constructing  it  that 
there  was  no  possibility  of  its  being 
completed  so  soon  in  consequence  of  the 
unheal thinesB  of  the  working  men 
being  unable  to  do  anything  on  the 
lower  end  in  the  summer,  or  anything 
on  the  upper  end  in  the  winter.  Turn- 
ing from  that,  however,  he  wished  to  ask 
Her  Majes^'s  Government  to  condder 
one  point — namely,  that,  instead  of  atop- 
ping  at  Shibo  as  it  was  proposed  to  do 
at  present,  they  should  go  20  miles  fur- 
ther to  the  top  of  the  Kojak  Bange. 
The  distance,  as  he  said,  was  only  about 
20  miles ;  but  it  was  a  difficult  piece  of 
railway  work,  and  if  it  were  left  until 
war  actually  broke  out  it  would  be  al- 
most impossible  to  construct  it.  But 
from  the  top  of  the  Kojak  Pass  to  Gan- 
dahar  would  be  a  very  simple  piece  of 
work — the  gradient  was  an  easy  one. 
He  would  strongly  recommend  that  to 
Her  Majesty's  Government.  There  was 
a  more  important  point  still  to  be  dealt 
with  The  line  from  Quetta  oame  down 
-to  the  Indus  to  join  ths  Mooltan  line ; 
but  it  did  not  join  it,  because  a  bridge 
was  required.  That  bridge  had  been 
contemplated,  and  plans  had  been  pre- 
pared. It  had  been  designed.  The  en- 
gineer whose  work  it  was  seemed  to 
have  been  desirous  of  having  in  it  the 
greatest  span  of  any  bridge  in  the 
world.  The  piers  had  all  been  laid, 
and,  at  the  present  moment,  they  were 
unable  to  find  a  contractor  who  would 
undertake  the  making  of  the  bridge. 
The  necessity  for  that  bridge  was  very 
great.     During  the  grain  season,  when 

S reduce   was  coming    down  from    ths 
orth-West  Provinces,  at  the  present 
moment,  owing  to  the  yraat  of  continu- 
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ous  railway  comma nic&tion,  it  had  to 
be  taken  across  the  Indus  in  barges  and 
then  placed  again  on  tberailway  for  tran- 
sit to  Kurrachee,  and  this  could  only  be 
accompliahed  b;  using  the  electric  light. 
He  would  urge  upon  the  Government 
the  deairabilit;  of  attempting  to  modify 
the  modol  of  the  bridge,  as  no  con- 
tractor would  undertake  ita  construction 
in  its  present  form.  Now  he  came  to 
even  a  more  important  point  than  either 
of  those  two  which  he  had  already 
touched  npon — namely,  the  necessity  of 
at  once  building  a  bridge  over  the  Indus 
from  Sukkur  to  Bohree.  Without  it 
the  Lahore  and  Delhi  railways  would 
be  entirely  cut  off  from  the  railways  on 
the  Afghan  side  of  the  Indus.  Without 
that  bridge  there  conld  be  no  possible 
connection  in  any  way,  by  railway  or 
otherwise,  between  the  Bombay  or 
Madras  Presidencies  and  the  railways 
on  the  Afghanistan  aide.  Any  Army 
operating  on  the  FroAtier  would  simply 
be  protecting  one-half  of  India,  leaving 
the  other  half  in  the  cold ;  and  it  would 
be  evident  that  the  ditBcultiea  of  tran- 
shipment and  carrying  it  Irom  one  aide 
of  the  river  to  the  other  would  be  very 
ffreat.  Finally,  when  the  Sukkur  and 
Bohree  Bridge  was  completed  it  would 
he  necessary  to  make  from  the  Indian 
end  of  the  bridge  a  line  to  Ahmatebad 
on  the  Bajpootana  Bailway,  ae  without 
it  the  Bombay  and  Madras  Army  would 
be  entirely  cut  off  from  operating  in 
Afghanistan.  With  that  railway  a  Bom- 
bay or  Madras  Army  wonld  be  equally 
serriceable  on  the  Frontier  ae  a  Bengal 
Army.  He  only  wished  to  call  attention 
to  those  matters,  and  he  was  sura  that, 
baring  done  eo,  the  noble  Lord  would 
bear  them  in  mind. 

The  MAHaOEsa  of  HABTINGTON  : 
Although  the  appearance  of  the  Com- 
mittee is  not  rery  encouraging  for  the 
purpose — that  is,  to  induce  one  to  make 
many  lengthened  observatione— I  am 
unwilling  that  the  debate  should  close 
without  entering  somewhat  a  protest 
against  the  unuaual  course  that  has  been 
adopted  by  the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  India  in  making  hie  State- 
ment on  Indian  Finance.  The  noble 
Lord,  in  the  course  of  his  epeeoh,  the 
ability  of  wbioh  I  fully  recognize,  took 
the  opportunity  of  interpolating  some 
remarks  which  X  am  of  opinion  onght 
not  to  hare  found  a  place  in  a  Financial 
Statement,  and  which  were  rather  nuch 
Ciifitain  Ayhiifr 
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as  should  hare  been  made  in  a  speedi 
supporting  a  Tote  of  Censure  on  the 
late  Viceroy  and  the  late  AdDoinistra- 
tion  of  India.  I  think  It  is  an 
extremely  inconrenient  and  an  ex- 
tremely unfortunate  course  that  obser- 
ratione  of  that  sort,  and  an  attack  such 
as  was  made  by  the  noble  Lord,  ehould 
hare  been  introduced  into,  an  Indian 
Financial  Statement.  It  has  been  the 
endeavour  hitherto  of  those  who  are 
responsible  for  the  Government  of  India 
in  this  House  to  aroid,  on  this  occaaion, 
at  all  events  ae  much  as  possible,  the 
introduction  of  controversial  and  Party 
politios.  The  occasion  has  been  one 
upon  which  we  have  all  endearonred  to 
elucidate,  as  far  as  possible,  the  facta  of 
Indian  finance;  and  it  has  been  an  occa- 
sion  upon  which  various  more  or  less 
valuable  suggestions  have  been  made  by 
those  who  have  had  experience  in  In- 
dian affairs,  and  the  debate  on  the  Indian 
Financial  Statement  has  not  generally 
shown  any  tendency  whatever  to  dege- 
nerate into  Party  controversy.  WeU, 
Sir,  I  ehould  think  it  very  unfortunate 
if  the  practice  were  permanently  de- 
parted from ;  and  I  think  it  would  be 
very  unfortunate  indeed  if  the  attention 
of  the  Committee  were  to  be  hereafter 
diverted  fromthe  facts  and  considerations 
bearing  upon  Indian  finance  to  topics 
which,  however  interesting,  are  not,  in 
my  opinion,  greatly  calculated  to  con- 
duce to  the  elucidation  of  this  subject. 
But  if  topics  of  this  sort  are  to  be  intro- 
duced, I  think  the  Committee  will  under- 
stand that  it  would  only  be  fair  that  they 
should  be  introduced  after  some  fair 
warning  and  some  fair  notioe  given  to 
those  who  are  concerned  in  their  dis- 
cussion. When  a  Vote  of  Censure  is 
proposed  upon  the  conduct  of  any  branoh 
of  the  Administration — when  a  Qovem- 
meut  is  attacked  in  respect  of  any  port 
of  its  policy,  that  Qorernment  has  at 
hand  all  the  resources  of  official  infor- 
mation ;  it  has  all  the  resources  of  its 
Offices  behind  it,  and  it  ia  always  more 
or  less  prepared  to  reply  to  any  attai^ 
that  can  be  made  upon  it.  No  Tote  of 
Censure,  according  to  my  reoollectioD, 
is  ever  proposed,  and  no  attack  is  erer 
mode  upon  a  Government  Department 
without  previous  Notice  being  given  in 
this  House,  and  to  those  against  whom 
the  attack  is  directed,  in  order  to  aObrd 
them  an  opportunity  of  preparing  a  de- 
fence to  that  attack.    Well,  Sir,  that 
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Gourae  has  not  been  followed  upon  this 
occasion.  Neither  in  publio  nor  in 
private  has  the  noble  Lord  thought  fit 
to  give  the  slightest  istimatioD,  as  far  as 
I  am  aware,  either  to  the  MarqueBS  of 
Bipon,  or  to  the  late  Seoretarjof  State  for 
India  (the  Earl  of  Eimberlej'),  or  the 
late  Under  Secretary  {TSt.  J.  K.  Cross), 
or  to  myaelf,  who  have  been  partially 
responsible  for  Indian  adminiHtration, 
of  his  intention  to  arraign  on  this  un- 
itsoal  oooasion  a  great  part  of  the  polioy 
of  the  Indian  GoTemment  during  the 
last  five  years.  That  seems  to  n^e  to  be 
a  course  of  which  I  and  my  Friends 
have  a  right  to  complain.  I  do  not, 
however,  complain  of  it  very  much  on 
personal  grounds,  because  the  Marquees 
of  Bipon  and  the  Earl  of  Kimberley, 
and  other  officials  whose  conduct  has 
been  attaoked  to-night,  will  have  other 
opportunities,  if  they  think  it  necessary 
to  take  advantage  of  them,  which  they  can 
create  for  themselves  to  vindicate  their 
reputation,  and  to  reply  in  detail  to  the 
criticisms  that  have  been  passed  upon 
them  which  I  protest  agaiust.  The 
reason  why  I  think  it  necessary  to  pro- 
test against  the  course  taken  this  even- 
ing concerns  the  public  interest.  I 
think  that  if  attacks  of  this  kind  are  to 
be  made  on  such  occasions  as  this  it  will 
be  an  inconvenient  and  unfortunate  de- 
viation from  the  ordinary  practice.  It 
would  be  far  more  oonaistent  with  the 
publio  interest  that  these  attacks  should 
be  made  after  such  Notice  as  would 
enable  a  reply  to  be  given  at  the  same 
time  as  the  attack,  bo  that  the  House 
and  the  country  might  judge  without 
delay  between  those  who  attack  and 
those  who  are  placed  on  the  defensive. 
I  certainly  do  not  intend  to  attempt  to 
enter  into  a  fall  vindication  of  that  part 
of  the  policy  of  the  Marquess  of  Hipon 
which  has  been  arraigned  by  the  noble 
Ijord  to-night.  I  hare  not  the  materials 
by  me  which  would  enable  me  to  do  so, 
and  I  have  not  had  the  opportunity  of 
consulting  receutly  with  either  theUar- 
quess  of  Bipon  or  the  Earl  of  Kimberley 
on  these  subjects ;  and  I  do  not  desire 
to  enter  upon  what  at  the  very  best 
would  be  but  a  partial  reply  to  the 
noble  Lord.  There  are,  however,  one 
or  two  topics  which  the  noble  Iiord  has 
touched  upon  with  regard  to  which  it 
might  be  well  that  I  should  make  one 
or  two  brief  observations.  The  noble 
Ijord  entirely  diaapjiroved,  as  we  were 
yOL,  CCC.     [thikd  series.] 


already  aware  that  he  did,  the  policy  of 
the  late  Government  in  withdrawing 
from  Candahar  and  in  not  completing 
the  railway.  Well,  Sir,  as  to  that,  it 
might  be  sufficient  for  me  to  say  that 
whatever  may  be  the  merits  of  our  policy 
in  that  respect,  we  are  not  alone  respon- 
sible for  that.  The  subject  was  fully 
brought  before  the  attention  of  Parlia- 
ment, and,  after  a  long  debate,  Parlia- 
ment approved  our  conduct  and  made 
itself  responsible  for  our  policy. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Lord 
Bandolfh  Chubchill)  :  That  policy  was 
not  before  the  House. 

The  Marquess  of  HARTINGTON  : 
All  the  facts  were  known  to  Parliament 
at  the  time  of  the  withdrawal  from 
Oandahar.  But  I  do  not  rest  my  case 
entirely  upon  the  sanction  given  to  our 
policy  by  Parliament.  I  believe  now, 
as  fully  as  I  did  at  the  time  of  the  de- 
bate, ^at  the  policy  followed  by  us  was 
the  right  one,  and  I  feel  the  strongest 
conviction  that  we  should  not  be  in  the 
slightest  degree  in  a  better  position  to 
defend  ourselves  against  any  aggressive 
steps  on  the  part  of  Uussia  towards 
India  if  that  policy  had  not  been  fol- 
lowed. The  noble  Lord  said  that  we 
are  likely  to  be  called  upon  to  make  in 
the  present  and  succeeding  years  very 
great  exertions,  and  to  be  involved  in 
considerable  pecuniary  sacrifices.  That 
is  extremely  probable  and  likely.  I  do 
not  in  the  least  deny  it;  but  the  fact 
that  we  are  likely  to  have  to  make  such  ■ 
exertions  does  not  in  the  least  prove  that 
we  should  have  been  in  a  better  position 
to  make  those  exertions  or  incur  these 
pecuniary  sacrifices  if  we  had  spent  two 

three  previous  years  in  wastingmoney 
upon  useless  and  unprofitable  enterprizes. 
We  believe  that  the  continued  occupa- 
tion of  Condahar  would  not  only  not 
have  strengthened  our  position  against 
any  aggressionon  the  part^of  Russia,  but 
would  have  actually  weakened  our  means 
of  defence  against  such  aggression. 
Whatever  value  may  be  attached  to  our 
alliance  with  Afghanistan — and  I  quite 
admit  we  could  not  base  the  safety  of 
India  entirely  on  the  friendship  of  the 
Afghans— we  held  in  ItlSl,  and  we  hold 
still,  that  the  love  of  the  Afghans  of  in- 
dependence, and  the  resistance  which 
they  are  sure  to  offer  to  any  attack  from 
Russia  upon  that  independence,  are 
amongst  the  most  important  factors  at 
disposal  for  resisting  any  aggressive 
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KnHsian  designs  against  India,  and  ire 
believe  now,  as  we  believed  ia  1881, 
that  the  possesBion  and  retention  of  Can- 
dahar,  the  annexation  of  Candahar,  the 
paring  away  from,  the  Afghan  territory 
of  one  of  the  richest  parts  of  it,  vould 
have  inevitably  and  unalterably  and 
permanently  alienated  all  chance  of  the 
friendship  of  the  Afghans  from  us.  It 
was  not  within  our  power  to  undo  all 
the  mischief  which  had  been  done  by  the 
Qorernments  of  Lord  Lytton  and  Tis- 
count  Cranbrook.  It  was  not  in  oui 
power  to  undo  all  the  coneequencei  of 
the  war  which,  in  our  opinion,  was  un- 
necessarily waged  by  the  Oovemment  of 
Lord  Ljtton  on  the  people  of  Afghan- 
istan. We  are  not  in  the  slightest  de- 
f^ree  surprised  to  find  even  now  the 
Afghan  people,  to  a  certain  extent,  bub- 
pioious,  unfriendly,  and  jealous,  and  not 
disinidined  to  believe  that  we  may  har- 
bour intentions  towards  them  quite  as 
hostile  as  any  vhich  the  Russian  Qo- 
vemment  may  itself  harbour.  But  that 
is  not  the  consequence  of  the  policy  we 
have  pursued.  It  is  the  consequence  of 
the  war  that  was  waged  by  Lord  Lytton 
— a  policy  which  the  noble  Lord  has 
thought  fit  to  praise  to-night.  We  did 
what  we  could  to  undo  the  effects  of  that 
unfortunate  policy,  and  we  believe  the 
most  important  part  of  our  action  was 
retiring  from  Candahar  to  prove  to  the 
Afghans  that  we  had  no  aggressive  in- 
tentions against  them.  The  noble  Lord 
-  says  that  for  five  years  we  have  seen 
Bussia  advancing  in  the  direction  of 
India,  and  that  the  Indian  Government 
has  talceu  no  notice  of  that  advance.  He 
says  that  during  this  time  theMarqness 
of  Bipon  and  the  .Indian  Qoverument 
have  been  wrapped  in  slumber.  What- 
ever may  have  been  the  defects  of  the 
policy  of  the  Uarquesa  of  Bipon  and  his 
advisers,  does  the  noble  Lord  or  the 
Committee  think  that  we  should  be  in  a 
better  position  to  resist  Bussian  aggres- 
sion if  we  had  wasted  the  resources  of 
India  and  of  this  country  during  the 
last  four  years  in  a  series  of  unprofitable 
wars  with  Afghanistan?  And  what  gua- 
rantee will  the  noble  Lord  give  us  that 
if  this  policy  of  retaining  possession  of 
Candahar  had  been  adopted  we  should 
not  have  been  engaged  in  these  wars  ? 
The  noble  Lord  says  it  was  a  mistake  to 
retire  from  Candahar. 

The  8ECBETAEY  of  STATE  (Lord 
BikimoLPn  Cuitrghill)  :  I  particularly 
The  Marquess  of  Sartingtm 
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siud  I  would  not  on  this  occasion  raise 
any  question  as  to  the  policy  of  the  aban- 
donment of  Candahar. 

Tub  Marquess  of  HABTINQTON  : 
The  noble  Lord  said  he  would  not  raise 
the  question  ;  but  I  heard  the  observa- 
tions he  made,  and,  in  my  opinion,  thej 
did  raise  the  question  of  tbe  mistake 
which  he  held  bad  been  committed  in 
our  retiremeut  from  Candahar.  I  say 
that  that  policy  was  right.  We  did  not 
in  the  first  instance  retire  from  Candahar; 
we  found  ourselves  committed  to  soma 
extent  to  certain  engagements  which 
had  been  made  by  our  Fredeoessors. 
Wedid  notretire  from  these  engagements 
until  the  circumstances  had  changed. 
But  the  retention  of  a  Force  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Candahar  by  the  late  Qo- 
vemment  led  to  a  renewal  of  conflicts 
between  the  Afghans  and  the  British 
Forces — between  Ayoob  Khan  and  our- 
selves. It  is  impossible  for  the  noble 
Lord  or  his  Frieude  to  deny  that  if  the 
policy  we  adopted  in  1881  in  withdraw- 
ing from  Candahar  had  not  been  adopted 
we  might  have  found  ourselves  engeiged 
in  a  succession  of  these  wars  and  in  a 
succession  of  hostilities  with  the  Af- 
ghan people.  Well,  Sir,  therefore  we 
consider  tliat  the  policy  we  adopted  in 
that  respect  is  one  which  certainly  would 
not  diminish  our  power  of  self-defence 
against  Bussian  aggression,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  would  greatly  inerease  it.  The 
noble  Lord  has  said  that  the  suspenaion 
of  railway  communication  with  Quetta 
was  bad  policy.  Kow,  the  temporary 
suspension  of  that  railway — for,  as  my 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  J.  K.  Cross)  the  other 
day  showed,  the  railway  was,  all  but  a 
small  portion  of  it,  again  taken  up — was 
a  part  of  the  same  policy  and  was  dic- 
tated by  those  considerations  which  in- 
duced us  to  abandon  Candahar ;  and, 
notwithstanding  the  oontradiotion  of  the 
noble  Lord  just  now,  we  say  that  that 
was  a  policy  which  was  before  the 
House  when  the  whole  question  was 
debated.  We  felt  at  that  time,  rightly 
or  wrongly,  that  the  onnounoemant  that 
the  Indian  Oovemment  had  determined 
permanently  to  retain  the  district  of 
Pishin  would  have  an  effect  on  the  mind 
and  temper  of  the  Afghan  people  similar 
to  the  retention  of  Candahar — of  the 
same  character,  though  not,  perhaps,  so 
pronounced.  We  believed,  from  the  beet 
information  obtainable  at  the  time,  that 
the  f  ishin  district  formed  a  part  of  Af- 
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g:hanistan,  and  we  believed  that  the 
reteation  ot  permanent  ocoupadon  of 
that  district  would  be  coneidered  by  the 
Afghan  people  as  a  plain  ^ga  and  indi- 
cation of  our  intention  to  make  further 
a^gressioD  on  Afghan  territory,  and  to 
establish  a  footing  in  Afghanistan  which 
could  be  further  advanced  if  occaeion 
served.  Therefore,  while  not  insisting 
peremptorily  on  withdrawal,  aa  in  the 
caso  of  Oandahar,  we  intimated  to  the 
Indian  Qovernment  that  in  our  opinion 
it  would  not  be  desirable  to  announce 
any  intention  of  framing  their  policy 
upon  the  permanent  retention  of  the 
district  of  Fishin.  But  a  large  discre- 
tion was  given  to  the  Indian  Oovern- 
meut  as  to  the  time  when  the  withdrawal 
from  Fishin  should  take  place.  The 
Indian  Gtevemmont  urged  reasons  why 
that  withdrawal  should  not  be  a  hasty 
or  preoLpitats  one.  No  pressure  was 
placed  on  the  Indian  Government,  and 
the  retirement  from  Fishia  was  post- 
poned ;  but  it  was  found  in  practice  that 
the  occupation  of  that  district  was  quietly 
acquiesced  in  by  the  Afghan  people  and 
the  Afghan  Buler.  The  Home  Govern- 
ment did  not  put  any  pressure  on  the 
Indian  Government  to  retire,  and  so  the 
occupation  has  practically  continued  to 
the  present  time.  As  long  as  there  was 
any  doubt  whether  the  district  of  Fishin 
should  be  permanently  retained  or  not 
it  would  have  been  unwise  to  have  pro- 
ceeded with  the  railway.  The  comple- 
tion of  the  railway  was  suspended  pend- 
ing the  decision  whether  the  district 
was  to  be  permanently  occupied  or  not ; 
but  no  final  decision  as  to  the  abandon- 
ment of  that  railway  was  ever  announced, 
and  it  was  open  to  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment, whenever  it  thought  fit.  to  renew 
the  proposal  for  the  construction  of  that 
railway.  When  the  time  arrived  that 
it  was  thought  necessary  for  the  safety 
of  India  that  the  railway  should  be  fur- 
ther extended,  that  proposal  was  made 
by  the  Indian  Government ;  no  opposi- 
tion was  given  to  it  by  the  Goreroment 
at  home,  and  the  extension  of  the  Fishin 
Boilway  waa  undertaken.  But  it  does 
not  appear  to  ma  to  be  at  all  clear,  if 
the  railway  had  been  pushed  on  earlier, 
that  it  would  not  have  been  taken  by 
the  Afghans  aa  an  indication  of  aggres- 
sive intentions  on  our  part,  and  would 
not  have  led  to  a  renewal  of  those  mis- 
chiefs and  misfortunes  which  had  been 
caused  by  the  attack  on  Afghanistan, 
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and  whiob  had  only  been  partly  re- 
moved by  our  retirement  from  Candahar. 
Then  the  noble  Lord  says  that,  notwith- 
standing the  continued  advance  of  the 
KuBsiaos,  and  the  dangers  that  were 
threatening  India  duriog  the  whole  of 
his  administration,  the  Uarquess  of 
Bipon  reduced  the  Native  Army.  I 
would  like  to  ask  the  noble  Lord  whe- 
ther he  read  the  Beport  of  the  important 
Commission  on  the  Indian  Army,  of 
which  Sir  Frederick  Boberts,  Sir  John 
Strachey,  and  others  of  high  authority 
were  prominent  members  ?  I  believe, 
though  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity 
of  referring  to  the  Beport  of  that  Com- 
mission during  this  discussion,  that 
that  Commission,  at  the  instance  of  Sir 
Frederick  Boberts,  proposed  a  much 
larger  diminution  of  the  Indian  Army 
than  was  adopted  by  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment or  sanctioned  at  home.  And  when 
the  noble  Lord  makes  the  reduction  of 
the  Indian  Army  a  subject  of  charge 
against  the  Marquess  of  Bipon,  I  would 
ask  him  whether  he  has  obtained  the 
authority  of  any  Indian  military  expert 
for  the  assumption  that  tbe  efficiency  of 
the  Indian  Army  has  been  impaired  by 
this  reduction  ?  On  the  contrary,  1  be- 
lieve it  is  held  that  the  reductions  have 
been  made  in  the  less  efficient  and  less 
warlike  portions  of  the  Native  Army, 
and  that  the  efficiency  of  the  more  valu- 
able and  more  fighting  portions  of  that 
Army  has  been  increased  by  the  mea- 
sures taken  by  the  Uarquese  of  Bipon's 
Government.  And  I  should  like  to  sug- 
gest for  the  consideration  of  the  noble 
Lord  that,  while  he  is  increasing  the 
strength  of  the  Native  Cavalry  and  the 
Qhoorka  regiments,  and  taking  other 
measures  whioh  I  do  not  desire  to  call 
in  question,  and  when  he  is  considering 
the  additional  expense  thrown  on  the 
Indian  resources  by  these  measures,  I 
would  like  to  suggest  to  him  that  it  is 
desirable  again  to  recur  to  the  reoom- 
mendationa  of  that  Commission,  and  see 
whether  a  portion  of  the  additional  ex- 
pense that  will  be  incurred  by  these 
measures  might  not  be  met  by  some  re- 
ductions of  the  less  efficient  and  less 
valuable  portions  of  the  Native  Army. 
Then  the  noble  Lord  says  that  the  Mar- 
quess of  Bipon  and  the  Government  at 
home  allowed  a  deficiency  of  10.000  men 
to  exist  in  the  British  garrisons  in  India. 
The  noble  Lord  must  be  perfectly  aware 
that  the  existence  of  that  deficiency  was 
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no  part  of  the  Marqueu  of  Sipon's 
policy.  The  Uarqueu  of  Kipoa  and  the 
Indian  Oovenunent  constantly  remon- 
strated against  it.  The  deficiency  was 
caused,  as  every  militaiy  Member  of  the 
House  is  aware,  by  the  changes  which 
took  place  in  the  administration  of  the 
Army  at  home,  and  by  a  misoalculation 
made  as  to  the  establishment  necessary 
to  provide  proper  reliefs  for  the  Army 
in  India.  The  very  first  thing  I  did 
when  I  assumed  the  administration  of 
the  War  Office,  finding  that  there  was  a 
very  considerable  deficiency  in  the  Army 
in  ^dia,  was  to  take  measures,  in  con- 
cert with  the  Government  of  India,  for 
repairing  that  deficiency  —  measures 
which  have  been  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent successful,  and  which  it  may  be 
reasonably  hoped  will  in  a  short  time 
fill  up  the  deficiency.  Therefore,  I  say, 
it  is  extremely  unfair  to  charge  the 
Marquess  of  Bipon  with  a  deliberate 
failure  of  his  duties  in  regard  to  the  de- 
ficiency in  the  British  garrison,  which 
it  must  be  admitted  for  a  time  oocnrred. 
Now,  the  noble  Lord  has  also  attacked 
the  financial  policy  of  the  Marquess  of 
BipoD.  He  has  said  that,  notwiUietand- 
ing  the  threatening  symptoms  to  which 
he  adverted,  the  Marquess  of  Bipon's 
Oovemment  did  not  sufficiently  insist 
upon  economy,  and  that  it  made  unwise 
remissions  of  taxation.  The  noble  Lord 
will  not  be  able  to  find  any  want  of  at- 
tention to  economy  so  far  as  the  Indian 
Oovemment  could  effect  it.  What  I 
suppose  the  noble  Lord  refers  to  is  that 
on  the  return  of  peace  and  prosperity 
and  increase  of  Bevenne  the  arrange- 
ments which  were  made  with  the  I^ro- 
vincial  Oovemments  were  reverted  to, 
and,  in  some  oases,  the  original  agree- 
ments with  the  Provincial  Governments 
were  revised  upon  more  liberal  terms. 
In  fact,  the  pohcy  that  had  been  insti- 
tuted by  the  Earl  of  Mayo,  and  which 
received  the  oomplete  approval  of  Lord 
Lytton  and  Sir  John  Stroobey,  was  re- 
verted to,  and  a  considerable  sum  was 
placed  by  the  Government  of  India  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Local  Governments 
for  the  improvement  of  their  adminis- 
tration and  the  development  of  the  re- 
sources of  the  Provinces.  Sir,  I  believe 
that  that  was  a  wise  measure.  I  be- 
lieve that  a  niggardly  policy  in  India 
will  never  be  a  prosperous  or  perma- 
nently economical  policy.  I  believe  that 
what  we  have  to  rely  upon,  to  a  great 
•■queu  of  Harlingtan 


extent,  for  the  future  finances  of  Lidis, 
is  the  development  of  the  reeonrces  of 
the  Local  Administrations ,  and  that  if 
the  Local  Administrations  were  too  much 
starred  in  the  expenditure  of  the  funds 
they  consider  necessary  for  the  develop- 
ment of  the  Froviocee,  it  would  ba  in 
vain  to  hope  for  an  elaslio  or  an  increas- 
ing Bevenue.  Well,  then.  Sir,  as  to  the 
remission  of  taxation,  the  noble  Lord 
says  that  we  rednced  to  an  unwise  ex- 
tent the  Customs  Duty.  That  subject 
was  one  that  was  fully  discussed  in  this 
House,  and  the  policy  was  deliberately 
adopted  by  the  Indian  Government 
after  full  consideration.  I  believe  that 
no  wiser  policy  could  have  been  adopted. 
It  was  a  policy  that  Sir  John  Strachey, 
under  Lord  Lytton,  had  advocated.  If 
there  is  anything  satisfactory  in  Indian 
finance  it  is  the  gradual  reduction  which 
has  taken  place  during  a  very  consider- 
able number  of  years  in  the  charge 
which  falls  upon  the  Indian  Bevenne  ia 
respect  of  the  intereet  of  capital  ex- 
pended on  public  works.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  E.  Staa^ 
hope)  is  perfectly  well  acquainted  with 
the  burdens  upon  Indian  finances.  Bnt 
what  has  produced  this  great  change, 
this  great  reduction  of  the  burdens  upon 
India?  It  has  been  the  increased  re- 
ceipts irom  Indian  railways,  owing  to 
the  development  of  the  resources  of  th« 
countiy — owing  to  the  increase  of  in- 
dustry and  trade  in  India.  I  maintain 
that  it  was  a  wise  policy  when  the  Go- 
vernment found  itself  in  possession  of  a 
disposable  surplus  to  relieve  still  further 
the  strings  of  Indian  industry,  and  to  do 
that  which  must  inevitably  have  the 
e£Fect  of  increasing  the  trade  of  India, 
and  thereby  of  increasing  that  Bevenue 
which  is  derived  from  the  receipts  from 
railways  constructed  by  the  Government 
That  was  the  foundation  of  the  policy 
of  1882-3.  I  believe  that  it  was  a  wise 
policy ;  and  I  should  like  to  know  whe- 
ther the  noble  Lord  and  his  Colleagues 
think  that  policy,  which  was  always 
advocated  by  the  Marquess  of  Salisbniy 
and  Lord  Lytton  and  by  Sir  John 
Strachey,  ought  not  to  have  been 
adopted  when  the  Government  of  India 
found  itself  in  possession  of  means  to 
adopt  it;  or  whether  he  considers  that 
we  ought  to  have  continued,  during  a 
period  of  prosperity,  to  leeort  to  the  old 
methods  of  taxation — methods  which 
had  been  condemned  by  eveiy  Indian 
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tha  concluBiou  of  hia  Tioeroyalty  were 
ooiiBidered,  I  believe,  to  be  the  most  re- 
markable demoDBtratione  of  Indian  pub- 
lie  opinion  which,  have  been  known 
within  onr  recollection.  I  doubt  verr 
much  the  assertion  of  the  noble  Lord, 
and  contend  that  there  is  no  large  body 
of  public  opinion  which  considers  that 
the  measures  taken  were  injudioioue  in 
themselTes,  or  were  oarried  out  in  an 
iu judicious  manner.  Now,  I  hare  not 
attempted,  nor  do  I  intend,  to  make  any 
complete  reply  to  the  attack  which  baa 
been  made  by  the  noble  Lord  this  even- 
ing. The  tactics  pursued  by  the  noble 
Lord  on  this  oocBaion  have  made  any 
complete  reply  impossible.  If  it  should 
be  thought  necessary,  however,  by  those 
whose  conduct  has  been  impu(ped,  an 
opportunity  will,  no  doubt,  be  found  on 
some  future  occasion.  That  which  I 
prinoipally  desire  to  do  upon  the  present 
occasion  is  to  enter  my  protest — first, 
against  the  introduction  of  matter  whioh 
I  have  described  into  the  Indian  Finan- 
cial Statement ;  and,  seoondly,  against 
the  course  pursued  by  the  noble  Lord 
in  not  giving  either  publicly,  or,  at  all 
events,  privately,  to  those  whose  busi- 
ness it  would  have  been  to  defend  their 
Indian  Administration,  an  opportnni^ 
of  replying  to  statemente  which  they 
could  not  have  expected  would  have 
benn  brought  forward. 

The  TlOE  PfiESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope):  The 
noble  ICarquess,  in  the  speech  which  he 
has  just  delivered,  and  in  which  the  ad- 
missions were  at  least  as  remarkable  as 
the  contradictions,  has  scolded  my  noble 
Friend  very  severely  for  the  course  he 
has  thought  fit  to  pursue  on  this  occa- 
sion. And  the  reason  ia  thia— that  in 
making  hia  Indian  Financial  Statement 
he  has  attacked  the  late  Government  for 
its  Indian  finance,  and  the  Marquess  of 
Bipon  as  their  Executive  ofScer.  Well, 
Sir,  I  am  one  of  those  who  have  always 
felt  that  it  is  exceeding  desirable  that 
whenever  possible  Indian  affairs  ahonld 
be  kept  out  of  Party  oontroveray.  But 
I  should  like  to  ask  when  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  ever  spared  Lord 
Ly  tton  or  hia  policy  ? 

The  MAttQtTEss  of  HARTINGTON  : 
Perhaps  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
allow  me  to  reply  to  that?  I  should 
like  to  aay  that  we  have  had  plenty  of 
opportunity  of  attacking  Lord  Lytton'a 
Government ;  but  I  carefully  abstained 
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financier  of  eminence  ?  The  noble  lord 
also  introduced  into  his  speech  a  sub- 
ject whiob  I  cannot  conceive  had  any 
relation  to  the  Indian  financial  question. 
The  noble  Lord  aaid  that  the  policy  of 
giving  to  Natives  of  India  a  larger  share 
in  the  administration,  and  a  more  effec- 
tive control  of  their  own  affairs,  was  a 
wise  and  intelligent  policy ;  but  he  ob- 
jected to  the  policy  pursued  by  the 
Marquess  of  Bipon,  because  he  said  it 
was  a  stupid  policy.  It  ia  quite  impoa- 
uble  to  argue  against  adjectives  such  ae 
thoae  employed  by  the  noble  Lord.  The 
question  was  brought  forward  and  dis- 
cussed in  the  House,  and  I  believe  that 
the  policy  of  the  Marquees  of  Bipon, 
and  the  mode  in  which  it  was  adopted, 
haa  received  the  assent  of  the  House, 
and  of  the  vast  majority  of  the  people 
outside  this  House.  W ill  the  noble  Lord 
undertake  to  say  that  any  considerable 
advauoe  in  the  direction  of  carrying  out 
that  which  he  himself  described  aa  a 
viae  and  intelligent  policy  without 
raising  a  very  atroug  and  determined 
opposition  from  a  very  large  section  of 
Europeans  in  India — 

The  SECBETABT  of  STATE  (Lord 
Bandolph  Chubcbill)  :  Will  the  noble 
Marquess  permit  me  to  say  that,  with 
regard  to  the  adjectives  he  has  referred 
to,  I  only  used  words  identical  with  what 
ia  the  universal  opinion  among  Nativea 
and  Europeans  in  India. 

The  MAnQUEse  of  HAETINGTON  : 
That  ia  a  very  wide  and  very  sweeping 
atatoment.  I  do  not  deny  that  there 
was  a  very  strong  and  bitter  and  a  very 
nnwise  and  unscrupulous  resistance  from 
a  large  proportion  of  the  Europeans, 
both  official  aad  non-official,  in  India, 
ahd  I  do  not  deny  that  there  may  have 
been  a  certain  number  of  Native  Indians 
with  whom  the  noble  Lord  was  thrown 
in  contact,  moving  in  Anglo  -  Indian 
aociety,  who  shared  very  much  their  im- 
pressions and  opiniona.  But,  in  my  opi- 
nion, if  the  noble  Lord  had  inquired 
further  aa  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
Marquess  of  Bipon's  policy  had  been 
received  by  the  vast  mass  of  the  people 
he  would  have  arrived  at  a  different 
ooncluaion.  I  believe  there  are  many 
men  of  large  Indian  experience  who 
have  been  atruok  by  the  enthusiasm  by 
which  the  policy  of  the  Marquesa  of 
Bipon  was  received  by  large  masses  of 
Indian  people.  The  demonstration  a 
which  have  been  made  in  his  honour  at 
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in  the  first  statemeat  I  made,  nben  the 
late  Ooveniment  came  into  Office,  from 
entering  into  any  controTersial  Bub- 
jecte. 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  (Mr.  E. 
Stanhope)  ;  1  quite  agree  with  the  noble 
Marquees;  he  did  not  oa  the  occasion 
lie  refers  to  make  any  attack  on  Lord 
Ljtton,  and  I  can  veil  understand  vby 
ba  did  not.  It  was  because  there  were 
plenty  of  ua  present  who  were  perfectly 
ready  to  defend  Lord  Lytton  if  any  sncfa 
statement  bad  been  made;  and  I  can 
■ay  with  perfect  confidence,  and  in  the 
hearing  of  tbe  Members  of  this  House, 
that  there  was  no  occasion  possible,  with 
tbe  exception  of  that  to  which  tbe  noble 
Marquess  has  referred,  when  right  hon. 
Oenttemen  did  not  think  fit  to  drag  Lord 
Lytton  into  a  oontroTersy,  and  to  attack 
him  upon  everything  be  had  done,  whi 
tber  in  bis  financial  administration  or  i 
any  other  part  of  his  goyemment.  But 
I  think  I  may  go  a  good  deal  further, 
and  I  may  point  out  that  there  is  a  pre- 
oedent  for  the  course  taken  to-night — a 
precedent  of  a  very  remarkable  cba- 
racter.  I  remember  very  well,  if  the 
noble  Marquess  does  not,  the  debate 
which  we  had  upon  tbe  English  Budget 
in  1883.  I  remember  rery  well  how&ie 
Obancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  instead  of 
coming  down  to  make  tbe  Statement 
which  we  ordinarily  expect,  instead  of 
simply  telling  ns  tbe  financial  position 
of  this  country  and  tbo  changes  he  pro- 
posed to  introduce,  devoted  half-an-hour 
of  tbe  time  of  tbe  House  to  a  most  elabo- 
rate attack  upon  the  financial  adminis- 
tration of  tbe  preceding  Government,  I 
do  not  think  that  he  gave  any  Notice  that 
he  intended  to  make  that  attack.  There 
never  was  a  more  bitter  and  personal  at- 
tack than  that  which  the  late  Chancelloi" 
of  the  Exchequer  then  made,  andlcannot 
for  the  life  of  me  understand  why,  for  him 
to  make  such  an  attack  upon  his  political 
opponents  was  justifiable,  and  it  is  so 
wicked  for  &  Conservative  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  to  ventureto  say  anything 
Tith  regard  to  the  financial  proposals  of 
his  FredecessoTS.  But  I  might  go  still 
further  than  that,  and  point  out  tu  the 
Committee  that  the  circumstances  were 
vrholly  different.  My  noble  Friend  has 
had  to  take  tbe  cbarge  of  the  financial 
affairs  of  India  at  a  time  of  unparalleled 
difficulty.  He  has  had  left  to  him  a 
deficit  for  which  he  and  the  Qovemment 
are  not  responsible;  and,  much  more,  he 
l^e  Marqutu  ofSartingUm 
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'  has  had  banded  over  to  him  a  charge 
which  will,  he  says',  remain  a  charge 
upon  tbe  finances  of  India  for  many 
years  to  come,  possibly  for  ever.  Under 
these  circumstances,  it  is  not  at  nil  snr- 

Eirising  that  he  should  endeavour  to 
Dok  back  and  examine  tbe  cause  of 
this  charge,  and  endeavour  to  point 
out  to  the  House  why  this  accumulation, 
of  financial  difficulties  has  arisen,  and 
what  had  been  done  by  his  Predoces- 
SOTS  to  produce  it.  My  noble  Friend 
put  it  into  one  sentence.  He  said  that 
in  spite  of  every  warning  tbe  Marqnees 
of  £ipon  made  no  provision  for  meeting 
that  which  everybody  knew  must  happen 
in  tbe  process  of  time.  That  is  tbe 
charge.  And  what  answer  bos  been 
given  to-night  F  We  have  not  heard 
any  answer  given  either  by  tbe  noble 
Marquess  or  by  tbe  hon.  Gentleman  the 
late  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
(Mr.  J.  K.  Cross).  They  have  men- 
tioned no  preparations  that  tbe  Mar- 
quess of  Bipon  made  in  India  for  the 
condition  that  was  undoubtedly  coming 
upon  us.  They  havo  told  us  of  no  pre- 
paration that  he  initiated ;  tbey  have 
suggested  no  policy  that  he  deliberately 
adopted  in  the  view  of  wbat  was  certain 
to  come.  Tbe  late  Under  Secretary,  feel- 
ing the  difficulty  of  making  any  state- 
ment of  that  character,  resorted  to  a  <k 
q«oqu».  He  said — "Well,  after  all,  wbat 
did  you  do?"  I  might  point  out  that 
there  was  an  essential  difference  be- 
tween the  position  when  we  were  in 
Office  before  and  the  position  of  tbe  late 
Government.  I  might  point  out  that 
when  we  were  in  Office  tbe  advancing 
Forces  of  Bussia  were  at  that  time  a 
long  way  from  the  Indian  Frontier ;  but 
during  the  last  five  years  they  have  been 
creeping  on  step  by  step,  until  now  tbe 
Russian  Frontier  is  conterminous  with 
that  of  Afghanistan.  Everybody  knew 
that  that  was  coming  vn^^n  us.  Every- 
body warned  you.  The  Ameer— tbe 
person  principally  concerried — told  you 
over  and  over  again  that  it  was  the  cer- 
tain consequence  of  the  Bussian  ad- 
vance. And  any  statesman  who  was 
responsible  for  the  safety  of  India  ought, 
undoubtedly,  in  the  view  of  the  advance 
that  everybody  knew  was  taking  place, 
to  have  adopted  some  far-seeing  policy 
based  upon  a  determination  to  meet  the 
difficulties  which  were  likely  to  occur,  at 
any  rate,  within  the  next  few  years. 
We  may  say  for  ourselves  that  we  fore- 


India— Eiut  India         {AnocaT  6,  1885}  Revenue  Aceountt. 


1357 

saw  it.  We  told  the  House  over  and 
oyer  again  during  the  time  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  Lord  Beaconsfield  what 
was  coming  upon  us.  Well,  what  did 
we  do?  We  occupied  Quetta  amid  at- 
tacks from  the  Liberal  Party,  which  I 
have  no  doubt  are  well  in  the  recollection 
of  the  Members  of  this  House.  We  or- 
ganized the  system  of  Frontier  railways, 
which  we  believed  to  be  essential  to  the 
protection  of  India.  When  the  noble 
Marquess  speaks  of  useless  and  tmpro- 
fitable  entsrprizes,  I  wonder  whether  he 
means  to  refer  to  that  Frontier  railway. 
He  told  us  it  was  not  in  the  power  of 
the  late  Qovernment  to  undo  all  that 
Lord  Lytton  had  done.  But  they  did  all 
they  could.  They  abandoned  the  system 
of  Frontier  railways ;  they  allowed  a 
savage  tribe  to  pull  up  all  tnat  they  had 
dons  of  this  railway  beyond  8ibi ;  they  al- 
lowed the  whole  subject  tosleep  until  the 
foTceof  public  opinion,  after  aninterval  of 
three  or  four  years, compelled  action tobe 
taken.  The  noble  Marquees  speaks  of 
Candahar.  It  is  a  remarkable  story.  I 
do  not  know  whether  the  Committee 
foUyrealizeBhowremarkableitia.  When 
the  late  Goreroment  came  into  Office  one 
of  the  first  steps  they  took  was  to  order 
the  abandonment  of  e  veryposition  we  then 
held  on  the  old  Indian  Frontier.  They 
began  by  gradually  yielding  to  the  pres- 
snre  of  their  advisers.  Whatever  we  may 
say  of, the  Marqnesa  of  Bipon,  this,  at 
least,  we  may  eay  to  his  credit.  He  reso- 
lutely opposed  the  policy  the  late  Go- 
vernment adopted.  He  was  altogether 
opposed  to  their  policy  of  abandonment. 
It  was  entirely  due  to  the  pressure  put 
upon  the  late  Government  by  the  Mar- 
quess of  Kipon  and  his  advisers,  that 
toe  Qovernment  consented  to  a  step  they 
had  resolutely  opposed,  and  they  said 
that  although  they  had  abandoned  Can- 
dahar they  must  hold  Pisbin.  They  kept 
that  as  quiet  as  they  could.  There  were 
many  Badiral  supporters  behind  them 
who  were  opposed  to  the  holding  of 
Pishin,  and  were  ansious  that  they 
should  retire  from  a  great  many  other 
points.  ["No,  no!*']  WeU,  there 
were ;  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  it.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton  (Mr. 
Laboucbere)  kept  asking  theGfovernment 
when  they  were  going  to  retire  from  all 
their  positions.  Fortunately  for  this 
country  they  abandoned  that  policy, 
and  they  continued  to  occupy  Pishin. 
But  that  unfortunate  railway  was  sus- 
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pended — as  the  noble  Marquess  said  to- 
night, temporarily  suependod — and  was 
not  again  proceeded  with  until  last  year, 
when  the  pressure  put  upon  the  Govern- 
ment made  it  obvious  that  the  public  opi- 
nion of  this  country  and  of  India  would 
compel  them  to  continue  the  work.  Then 
it  has  been  said  that  the  noble  Marques 
the  late  Viceroy  of  India  (the  Marquess 
of  Bipon)  might,  at  least,  if  he  did  not 
desire  to  take  any  other  step  for  the 
protection  of  the  Indian  Frontier,  have 
husbanded  the  resources  of  India.  He 
might  have  endeavoured  to  practice 
some  economy.  The  noble  Marquess 
has  spoken  to-Digbt,  in  somewhat  eon- 
temptuous  terms,  of  that  demand,  and 
he  has  referred  to  what  was  done  with 
the  Native  Army.  My  complaint  is  this, 
that,  although  a  Boyal  Commission  on 
this  railway  in  India  bad  reported  that 
there  were  many  important  steps  that 
might  be  taken  for  increasing  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  Army  in  India  and  re- 
ducing the  cost,  the  only  step  the  late 
Government  thought  fit  to  take  was  to 
reduce  the  Native  Army,  while  every 
other  proposal  of  that  Oommiesion  was 
absolutely  rejected.  I  should  like  to 
remind  the  Committee  that  I  have  en- 
deavoured in  season  and  out  of  season  to 
Ever  since  it 
make  a  speech 
announcing  the  economies  which  Lord 
Lytton's  Government  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  effect  in  India  to  meet  the  difS- 
culties  then  existing,  I  have  been  tho- 
roughly convinced  not  only  of  the  neoes- 
sity,  but  also  of  the  possibility,  of  the 
reduction  of  Expenditure  in  India.  In 
1883  it  was  my  good  fortune  to  carry 
a  Besolution  pledging  the  House  to  a 
reduction  of  Expenditure  in  India.  The 
House  generally  was  favourable  to  the 
Besolution;  but  the  noble  Marquess 
and  hon.  Members  opposite  were  hostile 
to  it,  and  they  endeavoured  to  cut  it 
down  and  minimize  it  as  much  as  pos- 
sible. I  regret  even  at  this  moment 
that  the  late  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  did  not  on  that  occasion  during 
the  course  of  his  remarks  say  a  word  in 
support  of  what  I  had  said  I  believed  to 
be  essential — namely,  that  the  Expendi- 
ture must  be  overhauled.  Of  course,  the 
late  Government  were  justified  in  their 
extraordinary  Military  Expenditure  in 
preparation  for  war  on  our  frontier;  but 
I  complain  that  they  have  not  kept 
down  the  ordinary  Civil  Expenditure.  I 
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fiillj  admit  the  services,  in  the  cause  of 
economy,  of  Lord  Nortbbrook.  who  took 
every  possible  step  to  keep  down  Civil 
Expenditure  in  India,  and  his  efforts 
were  thoroughly  seconded  by  Lord 
Lytton  and  Sir  John  Strachey ;  but  I 
complain  that  ever  since  Lord  Bipon  went 
to  India  every  item  of  Civil  Expenditure 
has  steadily  and  enormously  increased. 
Might  I  detain  the  Committee 
minutes  while  I  put  before  them 
figures,  and  I  will  show  the  Committee 
that  year  after  year  the  Civil  expenses 
have  grown  to  an  extent  which  is  moat 
eerious  for  the  welfare  of  India.  I  will 
oompare  the  net  Expenditure  of  India 
in  certain  items  in  1880-1  with  what  it 
is  now.  General  Administrati 
risen  by  £35,000,  Law  and  Justice  by 
£280,000,  Police  by  £260,000,  Educa- 
tion by  £260,000,  Ecclesiastical  Estab- 
lishments by  £12,000,  Medical  Estab- 
lishments by  £90,000,  Political  Eatab- 
lishmeats  by  £120,000,  and  the  Scien- 
tific and  other  minor  Departments  by 
£90,000.  I  do  not  think  that  in  the 
case  of  any  single  one  of  these  items  the 
increase  can  be  justified.  It  appeared 
to  me  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  late 
Under  Secretary  made  a  naive  confes- 
aion  just  now,  for  he  remarked  that 
owing  to  certain  circumstances  on  the 
Frontier  of  India,  the  Qovernment 
thought  they  might  spend  rather  more 
money  than  they  did  before.  Well, 
Sir,  all  I  can  say  is  it  was  not  the  in- 
tention of  Parliament  they  should  do  so. 
Parliament  had  voted  that  early  steps 
should  be  taken  to  reduce  Expenditure 
in  India  ;  and  yet,  in  spite  of  the  Eesolu- 
tion  of  this  House,  they  thought  they 
might  spend  rather  more  than  they  did 
before.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  my 
noble  Friend  is  justified  in  the  appeal  he 
has  made  to  the  new  Parliament  to  deal 
with  Indian  finance ;  and  certainly,  if  I 
have  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  it,  I  will  ad- 
vocate that  the  ordinary  Expenditure  of 
India  shall  have  the  careful  attention  of 
the  House.  I  think  my  noble  Friendcould 
not  have  rendered  a  greater  service  to  this 
House  than  in  pointing  out  the  necessity 
tor  this  reduction,  and  in  endeavouring 
to  impress  upon  us  the  great  change  in 
the  position  of  India.  For  my  part,  I 
do  not  desire  to  eay  a  word  which  would 
aggravate  or  accentuate  the  difficulties 
which  have  existed  between  this  country 
and  Bussia ;  but  this,  at  least,  I  think 
may  be  said  without  o£Fence  and  with 
Mr.  Z.  Stanhcpt 
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absolute  truth— that  the  contact  of  the 
two  countries  in  Central  Asia  has  re- 
volutionized the  finances  of  India,  and 
altered  the  whole  position  we  ocoupy  in 
that  country  ;  and  we  may  congratulate 
ourselves  that  at  this  time  of  crisis  we 
have  in  the  Viceroy  an  adviser  eo  far- 
sighted,  BO  courageous,  and  so  prudent 
as  my  noble  Friend  (Lord  Dufferin)  who 
now  occupies  that  position. 

SiK  ALEXANDEBGOEDON  wished 
to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  a  point 
which  had  been  approached  that  night 
—  namely,  the  Frontier  defences  of 
India.  He  was  afraid  that  the  noble 
Lord  had  seemed  to  encourage  the 
policy  of  going  forward  and  meeting 
Bussia.  He  was  sorry  to  hear  his  hon. 
and  gallant  Friend  the  Member  tor 
Kincardineshire  (Sir  George  Balfour) 
speak  of  the  necessity  of  their  occupying 
Herat  for  the  defence  of  India. 

Gekebal  Sir  GEORGE  BALFOUE 
said,  he  bad  said  nothing  of  the  kind ; 
he  had  never  spoken  of  the  occupation 
of  Herat. 

Sib  ALEXANDER  GOEDON  said, 
he  was  glad  that  he  had  misunderstood 
his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend.  He  wished 
to  disabuse  the  minds  of  hon.  Membera 
of  that  idea.  He  bad  been  recently  look- 
ing at  the  history  of  Afghanistan,  and 
found  that  50  years  ago,  in  the  time  of 
Sir  John  Malcolm,  one  of  the  ablest  of 
Indian  Administrators,  the  Kingdom  of 
Afghanistan  did  not  include  Herat ;  the 
whole  country  about  Herat  belonged  at 
that  time  to  Persia,  and  the  Frontier  of 
Afghanistan  was  somewhere  to  the  East 
of  Herat.  Therefore,  to  talk  of  Herat  as 
belonging  to  Afghanistan  and  necessary 
for  the  defence  of  India  was  a  great 
mistake.  He  should  like  to  get  some 
icformatiun  from  the  noble  Lord  as  to 
the  expenditure  incurred  for  the  railway 
iQ  the  Pishin  Valley,  and  whether  that 
railway  was  to  be  made  with  a  militaty 
object — for  the  formation  of  a  great 
camp,  because  if  it  was  to  be  made  with 
that  object.  Her  Majesty's  Government 
might  be  sure  that  it  would  be  taken  ae 
a  menace  to  Bussia.  He  pointed  out 
that  Bussia  was  waiting  till  we  advanced 
before  she  advanced  herself.  She  con- 
sidered that  she  had  just  as  much  right 
to  advance  towards  the  South  as  we  had 
towards  the  Korth  outside  our  own 
natural  Frontier.  It  had  been  pointed 
out  by  the  Government  of  Russia,  as  far 
backj  he  believed,  as  the  7ear  1 S79,  that 
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they  objected  toour  advaooe  into  Arghan- 
istan,  unless  they  also  advanced  in  a 
corresponding  mannor  to  the  South  ;  and 
he  hoped  Her  Majesty's  Qovernment 
would  consider  the  advico  that  had  been 
given  them  by  nearly  all  the  great  Indian 
etatesmen  who  had  studied  the  subject 
of  the  defence  of  India  for  the  last  20 
or  30  years,  that  our  proper  Frontier 
MM  the  Suleiman  range.  That,  he  said, 
was  our  proper  Frontier,  and  the  more 
\re  depended  on  it  the  better,  because 
in  proportion  as  we  advanced  outside 
that  range  our  military  position  was 
'weakened.  The  noble  Marquess  the  late 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  had  just  now 
said  that  their  retention  of  Gandahar 
under  the  former  Conservative  Govern- 
ment was  a  source  of  weakness,  and  not 
a  source  of  etrength,  and  that,  there- 
fore, the  leas  they  had  to  do  with  Caa- 
dahar,  or  any  purt  of  the  Afghanistan 
territory,  the  better.  ["No,  no!"l  He 
(Sir  Alexander  Gordon)  repeated  that  it 
was  a  source  of  weakness,  and  he  would 
add,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  late  Go- 
vernment had  shown  gre&t  courage  in 
abandoning  it,  in  spite  of  the  ridicule  of 
the  Conservative  Party,  for  the  best 
military  Frontier.  There  was  one  more 
point  he  wished  to  refer  to  before  con- 
cluding. The  noble  Lord  had  referred 
to  arming  the  Native  troops  with  the 
Wartini-Henry  rifle.  He  thought  that 
such  a  policy  would  be  a  very  bad  one, 
because,  if  an  arin  discarded  in  the 
English  Army  were  given  to  Native 
troops,  the  proceeding  would  stamp  them 
at  once  with  inferiority  as  being  unfit  to 
use  the  same  weapon  as  that  used  by 
the  English  troops.  [An  bon.  Meubeb  ; 
It  is  a  good  arm.]  An  hon.  Member 
said  it  was  a  good  arm.  That  was  true ; 
but  it  had  been  discarded  in  the  English 
Army.  The  English  and  Native  troops 
were  always  brigaded  together,  and  if, 
when  the  enemy  were  advancing,  tbey 
knew  that  the  English  regiments  had  a 
better  weapon  to  defend  themselves  with 
than  they  were  armed  with,  tbey  could 
not  but  feel  that  they  were  in  a  position 
of  disadvantage  in  the  attack.  When 
be  was  in  India  the  question  as  to  arm- 
ing the  Native  troops  was  raised,  and 
he  then  gave  the  opinion  that  they 
ought  to  be  armed  in  the  same  way  as 
the  Tiritish  troops.  He  hoped  the  noble 
Lord  would  consider  this  matter,  and 
not  allow  the  Native  troops  to  have  the 
discarded  arms  of  the  European  troops. 
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He  wished  to  make  one  remark  about 
the  Frontier  of  India.  It  had  been 
pointed  out  that  other  countries  in 
Europe  had  their  Frontiers  conterminous 
with  the  Bussian ;  and  he  was  unablo  to 
see  why,  in  Asia,  Itussia  and  England 
should  not  be  conterminous,  as  Itnssia 
and  Germany  and  Kussia  and  Austria 
were  in  Europe.  It  seemed  to  bim  that 
Busaia  and  England  must  come  together 
in  Asia;  and  he  thought  that  the  policy 
that  did  not  recognize  the  fact  that  two 
civilized  countries  could  be  conterminous 
in  one  part  of  the  world  as  well  as  an- 
other was  one  that  would  lead  them  into 
a  great  deal  of  expense  and  into  a 
great  deal  of  difficulty.  He  hoped  the 
noble  Lord  would  take  into  considera- 
tion the  remarks  which  be  had  felt 
it  his  duty  to  make. 

Mb.  CBOPFEB  eoid,  he  had  a  tew 
remarks  to  make  upon  three  points  con- 
nected with  the  Budget  now  before  the 
Committee;  and  he  oould  promise  hon. 
Members  that  be  should  be  very  brief 
in  making  them.  But,  before  coming 
to  those  points,  he  wished  to  be  allowed 
to  congratulate  the  noble  Lord  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India  upon  the  debate 
which  had  taken  place.  He  rejoiced 
that  it  had  not  been  again  the  case 
that  it  had  taken  place  in  an  empty 
House,  and,  as  was  too  often  the  case, 
at  a  time  when  it  could  not  bo  fully  re- 
ported in  the  Press.  He  was  glad,  also, 
that  the  debate  had  been  of  a  very  in- 
teresting character,  ;  and,  perhaps,  he 
might  be  allowed  to  thank  the  noble 
Lord  for  the  explicit  statement  on  Indian 
affairs  which  was  made  in  the  Papers 
laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House — a  state- 
ment which,  he  believed,  everyone  could 
understand,  and  which  brought  before 
the  Committee  the  whole  subject  in  a 
very  plain  and  intelligible  manner.  He 
had  no  doubt  whatever  that  what  ap- 
peared in  the  newspapers  would  give 
the  people  of  Euglnnd  and  India  a  better 
understandieg  of  the  Indian  Budget  than 
had  been  sometimes  the  cose.  As  he 
had  said,  he  wished  to  refer  to  three 
points  in  connection  with  the  Budget. 
In  the  first  place,  the  noble  Lord  had 
referrod  to  the  Salt  Tax  in  India.  It 
had  been  reduced,  he  believed,  in  one 
part  of  India  by  28  per  cent;  but  be 
must  say  that  the  extreme  severity  with 
which  the  officials  of  the  Bevsnue  De- 
partment prevented  anything  like  a 
breach  of  the  law  in  obtaining  salt  hud 


>y  Google 


1363         I«3ia—Ea»i  Tndin  ICOMMONSJ 

done  away  with  a  great  part  of  the  ad- 
vantage to  the  Natives.  Ho  knew  that 
in  Madras  hundreds  of  people  wero 
taken  to  the  Police  Oourts,  and  had  to 
defend  themeeWesfor  having  put  a  little 
earth  into  their  water,  so  that  they 
might  be  able  to  drink  a  little  brine. 
He  believed  that  the  noble  Lord  would 
earn  the  thanks  of  everyone  who  loved 
India  if  be  would  continue  to  endeavour 
to  reduce  the  Salt  Tax,  in  the  hope  that 
by  80  reducing  it  the  trade  would  be  in- 
oreaaed,  and  prove,  as  had  often  been 
proved  before,  that  reduction  of  duty 
was  not  necessarily  reduction  of  income. 
He  believed  that  the  extension  of  trade 
which  had  occurred  before  would  occur 
again  if  the  noble  Lord  would  venture 
still  further  to  reduce  the  duty  on  salt. 
Men  in  England  could  not  understand 
that  salt  which  was  bought  for  two 
annas  should  have  a  tax  of  30  annas 
upon  it.  The  Salt  Tax  seemed  to  be  a 
most  unsuitable  way  of  rtueing  Revenue. 
Then,  with  regud  to  the  subject  of 
opium.  He  had  taken  great  interest  in 
the  question  of  the  opium  trade  in 
China.  He  had  deplored  the  state  of 
things  whioh  had  existed  since  the 
Ohinese  War,  and  he  rejoiced  that  tbe 
Chefoo  Convention  was  to  be  carried 
out ;  that  CMna  was  allowod  to  see  that 
she  was  now  put  upon  equal  terms  with 
other  nations.  We  bad  allowed  her 
Ambassadors  to  draft  the  terms  on 
which  opium  should  be  introduced  into 
China;  and,  although  he  thought  we 
should  lose  more  than  the  amount  which 
the  noble  Lord  stated  would  be  lost  on 
opium,  yet  he  thought  we  should  gain 
in  fiiendliness  with  the  Ohinese,  and  in 
the  consciences  of  the  English  people, 
who  would  not  feel  always  condemned 
when  they  were  taunted  by  other  nations 
with  taking  part  in  an  injurious  trade 
which  they  had  forced  on  the  people  of 
China  against  the  will  of  the  Oovem- 
ment.  He  had  some  reason  to  believe 
that  the  trade  in  opiiun  with  China 
would  diminish.  He  would  not  regret 
it  if  it  did  so,  and  if  ita  place  could  be 
taken  by  other  sources  of  Bevenue;  hon. 
Members  on  that  aide,  at  any  rate, 
would  rejoice  when  it  disappeared  alto- 
gether. The  trade  in  opium  in  China 
was  more  developed  than  it  used  to  be 
from  their  own  native  sources ;  and  he 
thought  the  noble  Lord  might  consider 
that  the  income  from  opium  would  not 
increase,  and  that  the  trade  with  China 
Jli:    Crtpptr 


Sevenue  Account*.  1364 

would  pass  away  from  India  and  he 
taken  up  by  Native  growers.  There 
was  another  subject  which  had  been 
alluded  to  in  former  years  by  the  bon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Chatham  (Mr. 
Gorst)  and  others,  and  which  was  looked 
upou  by  Indians,  and  especially  referred 
to  by  the  Indian  Press,  aa  a  great  in- 
juBtice — that  was  to  say,  the  prolonged 
absence  of  the  Court  from  Calcutta  at 
the  Hills.  A  vast  number  of  officials 
spent  a  large  portion  of  their  time 
year  after  year  away  &om  the  seat  of 
Government.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Chatham,  on  many  pre- 
vious occasions,  had  addressed  the 
Houso  on  that  subject,  and  the  views 
he  had  expressed  were  fully  borne 
out  by  English  feeling,  and  also  by 
the  newspapers  in  India.  He  be- 
lieved that  anyone  who  could  check  the 
growing  departure  for  the  Hills,  not 
only  of  Government  officials,  but  of 
persons  from  the  Telegraph  and  Kail- 
way  Departments,  would  do  a  great 
service  to  India,  by  keeping  down  a 
source  of  expenditure  and  removing 
discontent  from  the  minds  of  the  Na- 
tives. He  commended  that  point,  there- 
fore, to  the  consideration  of  the  noble 
Lord.  Ho  must  say  that,  while  he  con- 
gratulate the  noble  Lord  on  the  debate 
iha,t  had  taken  place,  ho  joined  with 
those  who  had  spoken  before  him  in  de- 
ploring his  remarks  upon  the  Marquess 
of  Bipon's  administration.  He  hoped 
that  would  be  the  last  time  that  the  de- 
bate on  the  Indian  Budget  would  be  made 
the  occasion  for  Party  attack.  Indian 
Natives  by  thousands  had  expressed 
their  deep  respect  and  regard  for  that 
Nobleman ;  and  he  not  only  expressed 
his  own  feeling,  but  that  of  others,  in 
saying  that  the  Marquess  of  Bipon's 
rule  in  India  had  secured  them  more 
than  any  other  from  the  danger,  if  there 
was  such  danger,  of  invauon  from  Russia 
— an  invasion  which  might  possibly 
have  secured  the  sympathy  of  tbe  people 
of  India  had  they  been  under  a  less 
popular  and  less  beloved  Govemnor. 
He  believed  that  the  Marquess  of  Kipon 
made  their  government  mora  beloved 
in  India  than  any  of  his  Fredeoessors 
had  done,  and  he  hoped  that  the  aim  of 
his  rule  would  be  followed  by  his  Suc- 
cessors. 

SiE  FREDERICK  FITZ-WYGRAM 
said,  the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  had  apoken  of  the  pro- 
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bable  necesBit;  of  increasine  the  num- 
ber of  European  troops  in  India.  For 
bia  own  part,  be  believed  the  number 
of  European  troope  in  India  was  fully 
BufiEicient  for  ordinary  aervice.  But 
a  war  with  Bossia  woiud  render  it  na- 
oesaary  to  increase  their  Foroes  in  India, 
and  it  was  deeirable  that  the  Secretary 
of  State  ehonid  have  those  troops  ex- 
ctusirety  under  the  command  of  the 
Indian  Government.  If  that  inorease 
were  made,  he  hoped  it  would  be  treated 
OS  a  Beserve  and  kept  at  home,  because 
a.  British  soldier  in  India  cost  at  least 
balf  as  much  again  as  he  would  cost  in 
England,  while  at  the  same  time  he  de- 
teriorated in  health  and  vigour  by  rea- 
son of  the  climate.  On  the  other  hand, 
be  increased  in  health  and  strength 
every  year  he  remained  in  England ; 
and  therefore  he  thought  that  eveiyone 
who  wiehed  to  see  the  Indian  Establish- 
ment maintained  at  a  less  cost  would 
desire  that  this  reserve  of  men  should 
be  kept  in  England.  He  was  aware 
that  in  years  gone  by  it  took  five  or  six 
months  to  send  troops  to  India  round 
the  Cape  of  O^od  Hope ;  but  those  con- 
ditions were  totally  changed,  and  troops 
could  be  shipped  now  and  lauded  at  the 
furthest  Frontier  of  India  in  30  days, 
and  that  was  an  additional  reason  for 
keeping  them  aa  long  as  possible  at 
home  and  not  sending  them  to  a  hot 
climate.  As  he  had  said,  he  believed 
their  Force  in  India  was  amply  sufficient 
for  ordinary  purposes ;  but  be  had  a 
strong  conviction  that  they  did  not  make 
all  the  use  they  ought  of  their  Native 
troops.  They  offered  them  no  military 
prizes.  His  own  idea  was  that  all  officers 
under  those  in  supreme  command  should 
be  Natives.  There  should  be  a  British 
Officer  in  supreme  command,  and  he 
would  give  him  tht^e  assistant  officers 
not  in  command  of  wings,  but  as  Assist- 
ant Commandants.     One  of  these  would 


the  regiment.  All  under  the  rank  of 
Commandant  or  Assistant  Commandant 
should  be  Natives.  He  believed  it 
would  be  found  that,  under  that 
system,  they  would  have  a  class  of 
Native  officers  who  would  lead  the 
troops  in  the  best  manner  possible. 
Moreover,  they  would  be  able  to  main- 
tain the  Army  at  much  less  cost  than  at 
present,  and  that  would  enable  them  to 
pay  their  Native  soldiers  well.    Thus, 
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there  were  two  points  to  which  he  de- 
sired to  draw  the  attention  of  the  noble 
Lord  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
— namely,  the  question  as  to  whether 
the  Beserve  of  the  European  Army  in 
India  should  not  be  be  kept  at  home ; 
and,  secondly,  whether  they  ought  not 
to  offer  the  prizes  of  military  ambition  to 
Native  genUemen,  and  thereby  attraot  to 
the  standard  a  class  of  officers  ready  to 
lay  down  their  lives  in  defence  of  the 
Empire. 

Sir  EOBEET  FOWLEB  (Lord 
Mator)  said,  he  had,  in  the  first  place, 
to  thank  the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  India  for  the  statesmanlike 
speech  with  which  he  had  introduced  the 
Indian  Budget.  He  should  not  go  into 
any  matters  of  controversy,  though  he 
agreed  with  all  the  noble  Lord  had  said, 
but  simply  allude  to  one  point  introduced 
by  the  noble  Lord  at  the  conclusion  of 
his  speech.  The  noble  Lord  said  that 
it  was  his  intention  during  the  next 
Session  of  Parliament  to  move  for  a 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs.  Whatever 
might  be  the  opinion  of  the  present  occu- 
pants of  the  Benches  opposite,  he  was 
sure  that  that  statement  would  be  hailed 
with  the  greatest  satisfaction.  Some 
years  ago  he  bad  the  satisfaction  of 
eeoonding  a  Hotion  to  that  effect  made 
in  the  House  of  Commons  by  his  hon- 
oured Friend  the  late  Mr.  Fawcett. 
The  Motion  was  not  accepted  by  the 
Oovemment  of  the  day  in  ite  entirety  ; 
but  they  gave  a  Committee  in  a  modified 
form — they  gave  him  a  Committee  on 
the  Finances  of  India,  which  he  believed 
now  bore  his  name.  Mr.  Fawcett 
brought  forward  the  argument,  whieh 
he  was  glad  to  hear  repeated  by  the 
noble  Lord,  that  under  the  old  Constitu- 
tion of  India,  when,  at  the  end  of  every 
20  years,  the  Charter  of  the  East  India 
Company  came  to  be  renewed,  a  Com- 
mittee, composed  of  the  most  eminent 
Members  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
was  appointed  to  consider  the  wholo 
(j^uestion  of  the  administration  of  India, 
and  everything  connected  with  it.  He 
was  very  glad  that  the  noble  Lord  was 
determined  to  revive  that  practice,  and 
he  thought  the  course  he  had  taken 
with  regard  to  it  on  that  occasion  would 
be  attended  with  tho  very  greatest  ad- 
vantage to  the  people  of  India  generally. 
He  thought  also  that  it  would  be  very 
advantageous  that  the  Committee  should 
be  appomted  at  the  commenccmeat  of 
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the  new  Parliament.  They  must  bear 
in  miod  that  the  Committee  would  be 
composed  of  some  of  the  most  emiseut 
Members  of  the  Houae,  and  that  it 
would  be  almost  impossible  that  the; 
could  go  fully  into  Uiie  great  eubject, 
and  reach  the  end  of  their  inresti- 
gations,  in  less  than  two  or  three  Ses- 
sions. He  had,  together  with  at  least 
one  bon.  Qentleman  at  that  moment  pre- 
sent, been  a  Member  of  Mr.  Fawcett's 
Committee ;  and  he  would  remind 
hoD.  Members  that  that  Committee  came 
to  a  premature  end  owing  to  the  dissolu- 
tion of  Farliameut.  It  was  therefore 
obviouelj'  important  that  the  Committoe 
should  tit  at  the  commencement  of  the 
next  Session.  He  trusted  the  noble  Lord 
would  bear  that  in  mind  in  relation  to  the 
step  he  intended  to  take ;  and  with  regard 
to  which  he  would  say,  whether  or  not 
the  noble  Lord  continued  in  the  Office 
which  he  now  adorned,  that  he  be- 
lieved it  would  ba  impossible  for  any- 
one to  resist  the  appeal  be  would 
make  for  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  system  of 
gOTemment  in  India.  He  should  like 
for  a  moment  to  refer  to  the  important 
subject  alluded  to  by  the  bon.  and  gal- 
lant Member  for  South  Hants  (Sir 
Frederick  Fitz-Wygram).  That  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  spoke  with  great 
authority  on  military  subjects,  and  all 
must  feel  with  him  Uiat  the  question  as 
to  the  Army  in  India  was  one  which  most 
vitally  affected  the  interests  of  the  Na- 
tive population  in  India.  One  of  the 
things  foreseen  in  connection  with  the 
future  of  India  was  that,  if  they  were 
to  avoid  the  difficulties  to  which  the 
noble  Lord  had  alluded,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  strengthen  the  Native  Army 
and  also  the  European  Army  of  India, 
Then  there  were  soma  important  quGs- 
tions  bearing  on  the  subject  which  they 
were  more  immediately  considering 
that  evening— the  Revenues  of  India. 
Those  Bevenues  very  much  depended  on 
three  sources.  First,  there  was  the  Land 
Berenue,  and  it  seemed  to  him  to  be  so 
high  already  that  it  could  not  possibly 
be  raised.  He  should  be  glad  if  the 
noble  Lord,  at  a  future  time,  found  him- 
self in  a  position  to  make  some  reduction 
in  that  respect.  Next,  there  was  the 
Opium  Beveune,  with  regard  to  which 
he  hoped  the  noble  Lord's  attention 
would  ne  directed  to  the  opinions  urged 
apon  the  Oovenunent  of  India  by  Sir 
Sir  Rohtrt  FeteUr 
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William  Mulr,  and  which  would  be 
found  in  a  Minute  written  when  he  was 
Governor  of  the  North-West  Provinces. 
Ho  bad  not  heard  that  Sir  William  Muiz 
had  at  all  changed  his  view,  and  con- 
sequently he  might  in  this  matter  appeal 
to  the  authority  oftbat  very  eminent  and 
distinguished  man— a  man  who  had  not 
only  been  a  Governor  of  the  North- West 
Provinces,  but  a  Finance  Minister  of 
India,  and  also  for  many  years  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  Indian  Couooil  in  this  conn- 
tiy.  He  hoped  the  noble  Lord  would 
give  hie  earnest  consideration  to  the 

iuestion.  Of  course,  he  knew  the  noble 
ord  had  to  be  very  careful  how  he 
treated  the  finances  of  India;  but  he 
was  satisfied  that  a  proposal  to  get  the 
Ko venue  derived  from  opium  through 
some  other  means  would  meet  with  very 
great  favour  in  this  country.  There 
was  a  strong  feeling  that  by  turning 
themselves  into  the  manufacturers  of 
opium  they  were  placing  themselves  on 
a  footing  with  the  distillers  of  alcoholio 
drinks  in  this  country,  and  were  thereby 
incurring  great  responsibility  and  even 
culpability.  Again,  he  bad  a  real  ob- 
jection to  the  Salt  Tax,  because  by  it  a 
very  heavy  impost  waa  placed  upon  the 
very  poorest  of  the  people.  He  should 
be  glad  if  the  Government  could  see 
their  way,  if  not  to  repeal  the  tax  en- 
tirely, to  reduce  in  considerably.  The 
noble  Lord  had  referred  to  the  Income 
Tax.  He  (Sir  Eobert  Fowler)  regretted 
the  course  which  bad  been  adopted  in 
regard  to  the  Income  Tax,  because  it 
seemed  to  him  that  levying  a  tax 
upon  the  incomes  of  the  people  was  a 
much  more  legitimate  way  of  raising 
Beveuue  than  levying  a  tax  upon 
such  a  great  necessary  of  life  as  salt. 
He  thanked  the  Committee  for  permit- 
ting him  to  make  these  observations, 
and  he  thanked  the  noble  Lord  for  the 
su^eetion — which  he  hopod  the  noble 
Lord  would  be  able  to  carry  out  in  the 
next  Parliament — that  an  inquiry  should 
be  held  into  the  whole  system  of  govern- 
ment in  India.  There  was  one  other 
part  of  the  speech  of  the  noble  Lord  to 
which  he  listened  with  great  satisfac- 
tion. The  noble  Lord  referred  to  the 
fact  that  this  Parliament  was  near  its 
close,  and  he  said,  in  very  forcible  and 
eloquent  language,  that  this  Parliament 
had  done  nothing  for  the  people  of 
India.  He  (Sir  Bobert  Fomer)  sup- 
posed that  a  truer  statement  was  never 
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made  in  the  Honu  of  Gommons.  What- 
ever views  hou.  Members  or  people  out- 
side tbeHouae  might  entertain  of  the  pre- 
ientParliament.itwasirapoBBibieiorany- 
one  to  dispute  that  this  Parliament  had 
grossly  neglected  the  intereeCa  of  the 

Kople  of  India.  He  joined  the  noble 
rd  in  most  earnestly  hoping  that  the 
Parliament  which  would  assemble  next 
February  would  have  a  much  greater 
desire  to  do  its  duty  by  the  people  of 
India  than  the  Parliament  which  was 
about  to  separate  had  had.  He  agreed 
with  the  late  Profeseot  Fawcett  that 
every  Member  of  the  House  of  Com- 
moos  ought  to  feel  that  there  was  no 
respODBibility  which  weighed  heavier 
upon  him  as  a  Member  of  Parliament 
than  the  responsibility  be  owed  to  the 
people  of  India. 

8ia  HARET  VEHNEY  said,  he  was 
very  much  struck  by  the  large  amount 
of  information  upon  Indian  matters 
which  the  noble  Lord  [Lord  Handolph 
Ghurohill)  had  been  able  to  obtain  dur- 
ing the  short  time  he  had  held  his  pre- 
sent position.  Much  had  been  said  that 
night  by  the  noble  Lord  on  the  subject 
of  the  Army  of  India,  and  be  (Sir  Harry 
Vemey)  would  take  the  liberty  to  make 
a  suggestion  which,  if  the  noble  Lord 
thought  well,  he  might  adopt.  They 
did  not  admit  officers  to  their  European 
Army  anless  they  were  well  informed 
is  two  European  languages.  Now,  they 
had  a  great  Eastern  Empire,  and,  there- 
fore, their  officers  ought  to  have  some 
aoqaaintanoe  with  Oriental  languages. 
He  thought  it  was  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance that  the  noble  Lord  should  make 
it  a  matt«r  of  examination  that  officers 
in  India  should  be  well  acquainted  with 
at  least  some  one  Oriental  language. 
It  was  well  known  that  they  could  not 
govern  any  people  properly  unless  they 
were  able  to  speak  their  language.  He 
had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  had 
many  of  their  officers  spoken  Arabic 
they  would  have  got  on  better  in  Egypt 
and  the  Soudan.  It  ought  to  be  a  strictly 
observed  rule  that  no  officer  should  be 
appointed  to  an  important  position  in  the 
Indian  Staff  Corps,  or  elsewhere,  unless 
he  oould  speak,  colloquially,  at  least,  two 
languages  or  dialects.  To  be  able  to  do 
so  ought  to  give  on  officer  advantage 
in  obtaining  an  office.  If  the  noble 
Lord  would  make  it  a  tint  qu&  non  that 
officers  in  India  should  be  acquainted 
with  Hindustani  and  some  other  Oriental 
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language,  he  would  confer  great  benefit 
on  the  Army  and  also  upon  the  Natives 
of  Indie.  Moreover,  he  thought  the 
noble  Lord  should  make  it  a  point  to 
bring  to  this  country  some  of  the  best  of 
their  Indian  soldiers.  A  few  years  ago 
so  some  of  thelndian  soldiers  who  fougnt 
gallantly  with  us  elsewhere  were  brought 
here,  and  the  esperionce  they  gained 
here  was  certainly  beneficial  to  them,  and 
calculated  to  promote  our  interests  in 
India.  It  would  be  wise  for  the  noble 
Lord  to  bring  over  here  some  of  the  best 
men  of  the  Indian  Army,  send  them  to 
Aldershot,  and  if  they  proved  efficient 
soldiers  obtain  for  them  commissions  in 
their  English  Army.  He  very  much  re- 
gretted that  on  this  the  first  ocoasion  on 
which  the  noble  Lord  had  introduced 
the  Indian  Budget  he  had  thought  it 
right  to  make  an  attack  upon  the  Mar- 
quess of  Hipon's  administration  in  India. 
No  Viceroy  ever  did  so  much  for  the 
well-being  of  India  as  the  Marquess  of 
Bipon,  and  no  Viceroy  ever  proved  so 
popular  with  the  people  of  India  as  that 
Nobleman.  All  classes  of  their  Indian 
fellow-subjects  were  more  attached  to 
them  now  than  they  ever  were  before ; 
and  that  fact  was  entirely  owing  to  the 
Marquess  of  Eipon  having  on  eveiy  oc- 
casion done  all  he  oould  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  the  people  be  was  sent  out  to 
govern.  The  Marquess  of  Eipon  made 
it  a  rule  that  whatever  oould  be  made 
by  the  Natives  of  India  should  be  made 
by  them  ;  that,  in  fact,  they  should  have 
every  advantage.  English  firms  who 
had  formerly  supplied  these  things, 
parliea  interested  in  India  and  in  Eng- 
land, also  shipowners  interested  in  their 
carriage,  all  cried  out  against  Lord 
Bipon,  for  he  ruled  India  for  the 
Natives,  not  for  the  English ;  and 
the  consequence  was  that  the  Native 
races  were  deeply  attached  to  him,  and 
gave  him  every  proof  of  affection  that  it 
was  in  their  power  to  give.  He  (Sir 
Harry  Vemey)  wished  the  noble  Lord 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  every 
success  in  the  task  he  bad  set  himself. 

Mb.  ONSLOW  said.the  right  bon.  Ba- 
ronet (Sir  Harry  Vemey),  whom  they  all 
knew  bad takenagreat interest  inlndian 
affairs  for  a  veiy  long  time,  bad  pointed 
out  to  the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  the  propriety  of  only  ap- 
pointing and  promoting  officers  in  India 
who  bad  passed  through  a  particular  ex- 
amination. That  was  exactly  the  caae  at 
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the  present  time.  No  one  oould  join  the 
Indian  Staff  Uorps  unlees  he  had  passed 
certain  es  ami  a  at  ions.  There  were  many 
officers  in  India  now  who  had  passed  the 
Btandard  in  Persian,  Arabic,  Hindustani, 
and  other  Oriental  languages,  and  it 
was  to  those  men  they  should  have  to 
look  in  the  future.  No  oGHoar  could  hope 
to  obtain  any  advancement  in  the  Indian 
Army  unless  he  had  passed  one  of  those 
examinationa.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Kendal  (Mr.  Cropper)  had 
referred  to  the  question  of  the  Govern- 
ment  of  India  going  to  the  Hills.  He 
(Mr.  Onslow)  was  one  of  those  who 
maintained  that  it  was  quite  right  and 
proper  that  the  Qovernment  should  go 
to  the  Hills  in  the  hot  weather.  It  wai 
all  very  well  formerly  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  remain  in  the  plains,  when  the 
work  of  the  Viceroy  and  his  Oounoil 
was  comparatively  light ;  but,  consider- 
ing the  enormous  amount  of  work  which 
was  now  entailed  on  the  Viceroy  and 
his  Council,  it  appeared  to  him  (Mr. 
Onslow)  that  the  Government  could  not 
possibly  keep  their  health,  or  do  their 
wort,  if  they  were  to  remain  in  the 
plains  during  the  whole  of  the  year.  He 
was  in  India  when  the  subject  was  much 
discussed  ;  he  was  for  many  years  con- 
nected with  the  Government  of  India, 
and  he  had  been  for  some  years  at  Simla. 
The  originator  of  the  idea  of  removing 
the  Government  to  the  Hills  in  the  hot 
season  was  Lord  I/awrence.  As  they  all 
knew.  Lord  Lawrence  had  been  moat  of 
his  life  in  the  plains  of  India ;  but  daring 
hie  Viceroyalty  he  found  the  work  of 
government  so  hard  that  it  was  almost 
impossible  to  conduct  it  at  Calcutta,  and 
he  suggested  a  migration  to  Simla.  He 
{Mr.  Ocslow)  was  not  aware  of  any  mis- 
carriage of  government  by  the  removal 
to  Simla  in  the  hot  months  of  the  year. 
He  knew  that  some  of  the  Native  papers, 
and  indeed  many  of  the  Eoglish  papers 
in  India,  deprecated  the  idea  very  much; 
but  his  opinion  was  that  the  opposition 
against  the  Government  going  to  the 
Hills  had  been  got  up  chiefly  by  those 
connected  with  the  trade  of  Calcutta  and 
Madras.  He  held  a  very  strong  impres- 
sion indeed  that  the  government  of 
India  could  not  be  conducted  now-a-daya 
in  a  fair  and  proper  way  if  all  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Government  were  to  remain 
in  the  plains.  Hon.  Members  ought  not 
to  allow  themselves  to  be  deluded  by 
the  idea  that  there  was  any  harm  to  the 
2I>'-  Onihw 
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Government  of  India,  or  to  the  people  of 
India,  by  the  Viceroy  and  his  Council 
going  up  to  the  Hills.  He  was  perfectly 
satisfied  that  the  Viceroys  oould  not  work 
anything  like  as  hard  as  they  were  re- 
quired to  if  they  remained  in  the  plains 
during  the  whole  of  the  summer  months, 
and  he  did  not  know  one  single  instance 
of  any  dereliction  of  duty  by  the  supreme 
Government  on  account  of  this  annual 
migration.  Hie  hon.  Friend  the  Lord 
Mayor  (Sir  Robert  Fowler)  had  told 
the  Committee  that  he  disapproved  of 
the  imposition  of  the  Salt  Duty.  J'rimd 
fafit  they  all  deprecated  the  tax ;  it 
was  a  tax  upon  the  poorest  class  of 
the  pe^le.  But  Indian  finance  was 
very  different  to  Eogltsh  finance.  They 
oould  not  impart  the  principles  of 
English  finance  into  Indian  finance.  la 
India  the  money  must  be  raised;  and 
the  question  was  which  was  the  beet  way 
to  raise  it.  He  tbought  that,  after 
all,  the  Salt  Duty  was  felt  very  little  in- 
deed by  the  people  of  India.  Of  course, 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  had  high  notiona 
of  philanthrophy  might  say  it  was 
a  very  wrong  tax.  But  if  they  were  to 
do  away  with  the  Salt  and  Opium  Be- 
venne,  and  to  mitigate  the  Land  Tax, 
OS  had  been  suggested,  he  asked  Gen- 
tlemen  of  common  sense  bow  would  it 
be  possible  to  get  the  money  to  carry  on 
the  government  of  the  oountty?  The 
hon.  Baronet  (Sir  Bobert  Fowler)  pre- 
ferred an  Income  Tax  to  the  Salt  Tax. 
He  (Mr.  Onslow)  had  bad  some  experi- 
ence of  the  Income  Tax  in  India,  and  it 
appeared  to  him  it  was  utterly  impos- 
sible to  have  an  Income  Tax  there  simi- 
lar to  that  in  this  country,  and  for  the 
very  reason  that  they  could  not  trust 
the  Indian  officials  to  collect  it.  When 
there  was  an  Income  Tax  in  India  the 
Natives,  it  was  well  known,  tried  to 
assess  persons  above  or  below  the  proper 
amount ;  indeed,  it  was  quite  dear  that 
in  India  an  Income  Tax  was  a  failure. 
He  was  amongst  those  who  did  not  look 
very  hopefully  upon  the  finance  of  India. 
A  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
suggested  last  year  that  there  should 
be  an  increase  in  the  amount  paid  for 
the  annual  construction  of  railways  in 
India.  That  was  all  very  good  in 
times  of  peace ;  but,  so  for  as  India 
oonoemed,  the  present  were  not 
peace  times.  Russia  had  advanced  to 
an  enormous  extent,  and  it  was  neces- 
sary to  protect  the  frontier.    The  ^ues- 
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tioDvas  bo vmoney  should  bo  expended 
in  order  that  the  country  might  be  pro- 
tected. Everyone  was  agreed  that  every 
\d,  that  was  available  ought  to  be  spent 
in  perfeotiDg  the  defences  of  the  coun- 
try. The  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  had  pointed  out  the  ne- 
oessity  of  iacrcasing  the  Army — Native 
and  European.  What  did  that  mean  ? 
It  meant  an  enormous  addition  to  taia- 
tion  in  India;  and  how  was  that  addi- 
tion to  be  met?  Hon.  Members  might 
Bay — "Oh,  practice  economy."  It  was 
all  very  well  to  say  that.  Over  and  over 
again  he  Jiad  heard  it  said — "  Let  us 
have  economy."  He  had  seen  many 
despatches  in  which  economy  was  advo- 
cated. He  had  seen  Viceroy  after  Vice- 
roy trying  to  do  all  he  possibly  could  to 
impress  upon  those  with  whom  he  was 
associated  the  desirability  of  practising 
economy.  That  was  all  very  right  ana 
proper;  but,  after  all,  how  much  could 
they  save  by  economy  ?  They  had  now 
to  increase  the  Native  Army  and  the 
European  Army  by  some  thousands  of 
men ;  they  had  to  spend  an  enormous 
sum  of  money  on  fortiSoations  and  other 
defences ;  and  the  cost  of  doing  those 
things  would  be  some  millions.  Do 
what  they  could  in  India  by  way  of 
economy,  they  could  only  save  a  few 
thousands  of  pounds.  It  was  impossible 
to  meet  this  increased  expenditure  by 
economy  in  other  direotions.  The  Ex- 
penditure of  India  must  go  on  increas* 
ing  year  by  year,  and  it  was  for  the 
Vioeroy  to  consider  how  the  Expendi- 
ture was  to  bo  met.  He  (Mr.  Onslow) 
hoped  the  noble  Lord  would  not  go  on 
year  after  year,  if  he  continued  to  hold 
his  present  Office — and,  judging  from 
the  abiUtj  with  which  he  had  made 
the  Financial  Statement,  they  must  all 
wish  he  would— borrowing  money  to 
meet  the  Expenditure  of  India.  It  was 
a  most  vicious  system  of  finance  and 
ought  no  longer  to  be  practised.  What- 
ever Expenditure  it  was  necessary  to 
inoni  in  India  for  the  ordinary  govern- 
ment of  the  country,  India  ought  to  find 
the  Ways  and  Meane.  He  had  had  some 
experience  in  the  House,  and  as  hon. 
Gentlemen  knew,  he  took  a  deep  interest 
in  everything  connected  with  India. 
Never,  he  hoped,  would  he  say  one 
word  in  a  Party  way  regarding  the 
management  of  Indian  finance,  or 
regarding  India  generally.  Whaterer 
his  views  might  be  of  the  late  Yice- 
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royalty  of  India,  he  did  not  want  to  say 
publicly  one  word  against  the  Uarquess 
of  Bipon.  But  he  wished  to  vemind  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  what  they  had  said 
about  Lord  Lytton.  What  depreoatioQ 
was  not  levelled  at  Lord  Lytton  for  the 
way  in  which  he  conducted  the  govern- 
ment of  India?  Bearing  in  mind  the 
course  hon.  Gentlemen  took  in  regard  to 
Lord  Lytton,  he  was  surprised  they 
should  say,  u  propo*  of  soma  strong 
remarks  that  bad  been  made  about  the 
Marquess  of  Kipon,  that  this  was  the 
first  time  in  which  Party  spirit  had 
entered  into  their  discussion  respecting 
the  conduct  of  the  Viceroy  of  India.  [Sir 
Hknhy  Jaues  :  On  the  Indian  Budget.] 
He  did  not  see  that  it  mattered  whether 
it  was  on  the  Budget  or  on  any  other 
matter  connected  with  the  policy  of  the 
government  of  India.  He  asserted  that 
no  words  were  too  strong  for  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite  to  use  against  Ijord 
Lytton's  Yiceroyalty;  therefore  it  was 
rather  hard  for  them  to  come  forward 
now  and  say  this  was  the  first  time 
strong  words  had  been  used  in  the 
House  of  Commons  concerningan  Indian 
Viceroyalty.  Well,  the  noble  Lord  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  had  alluded 
to  a  Committee  he  hoped  to  appoint 
next  year  to  inquire  into  the  system  of 
government  in  India.  He  (Ur.  Onslow) 
believed  that  an  inquiry  would  be  very 
useful  indeed ;  at  the  present  time  it 
was  greatly  required.  It  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that  the  Act  for  the  better  go- 
vernment of  India  was  passed  in  18S8, 
somewhat  in  a  panic.  The  days  of 
1858  were,  he  hoped,  past  and  gone, 
and  that  they  would  not  hear  again 
of  an  Indian  Mutiny.  That  Act  was 
passed  under  many  adverse  eircum- 
stances,  and  it  appeared  to  him  that  it 
now  required  revision.  It  might  be  a 
matter  of  doubt  whether  the  Act  should 
be  revised,  and  whether  the  whole 
system  of  government  in  India  should 
be  inquired  into  by  a  Committee  or  by 
a  'RoytH.  Commission.  For  hie  part,  be 
thought  the  inquiry  ought  to  be  made 
by  a  Boyal  Commission  empowered  to 
take  evidence  in  India.  At  the  same 
time,  he  was  quite  convinced  that  an 
inquiry  by  a  strong  Committee  of  the 
House  would  be  extremely  useful.  He 
trusted  that,  whatever  was  done,  hon. 
Members  of  the  future  would  not  ceaee 
to  take  the  deepest  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  India,  because,  unless  the  House  of 
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Commons  did  take  an  ioterest  in  India, 
and  thoroughly  aifted  for  themeelvea 
eTSTythtng  coonpcted  with  the  govera- 
ment  of  that  countrj,  he  was  afraid  that 
that  gorernment  might  devolve  upon  a 
few,  and  all  Parliamentary  control  lapse. 
In  his  opinion,  it  would  be  a  very  bad 
day  for  India  if  euch  a  state  of  things 
came  topaea. 

Me.  BUCHANAN  said,  that  con- 
sidering the  late  hour  (11.0),  and  the 
fact  that  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Kandolph 
Churchill)  had  by  his  extraordinary 
speech  taken  away  from  the  House  the 
opportunity  of  quietly  and  peaceably 
debating  Indian  subjecte,  he  should 
make  his  remarks  very  brief.  He,  like 
many  others,  came  down  to  the  House 
to  listen  to,  and  possibly  to  join  in,  a 
discussion  on  Indian  afTairs  and  Indian 
financial  questiona.  He  admired,  as 
others  must  have  done,  th«  ability  with 
vbich  the  noble  Lord  described  the 
financial  position  of  India ;  but  be  de- 
plored more  than  he  could  express  the 
turn — and  he  desired  as  a  private  Mem- 
ber of  the  House  to  protest  as  stronzly 
as  he  could  agaiaat  it — which  tbe  noble 
Lord  gave  to  his  speech,  converting  the 
Indian  Finandal  Statement  of  the  year 
into  a  Party  election  speech.  In  the 
peroration  of  his  speech  the  noble  Lord 
called  Heaven  to  witness  that  he  hoped 
that  in  the  new  Parliament  more  at- 
tention would  be  given  in  that  House 
to  the  affairs  ot'  India.  If  the 
noble  Lord'a  was  the  sort  of  atten- 
tion the  affairs  of  India  were  to  get 
the  less  attention  they  got  the  better. 
Amongst  the  comments  upon  the  noble 
Lord's  accession  to  OfBce  he  observed 
an  extract  from  a  Native  Indian  news- 
paper, in  which  some  of  the  noble 
Ix>rd's  characteristics  were  described. 
Th»  Jndian  Echo  wrote  of  the  noble 
Lord — 

"  His  bellicontj  ia  notoriouB,  he  it  Mt  out 
and  out  flie-eat«r,  and  he  does  not  beliave  in 

He  (Mr.  Buchanan)  thought  that  the 
extraordinary  speech  they  had  that 
night  heard  from  the  noble  Lord  fully 
justified  the  sentiments  which  that 
Native  newspaper  expressed.  The  noble 
Lord  had,  no  doubt,  displayed  consider- 
able enei^  in  everything  he  undertook, 
and  it  would  have  been  well  if  he  had 
devoted  his  energy  in  his  Office  to  se- 
curing reforms  for  the  better  admi- 
nistration of  India.     Ue  thought  that, 


'  by  hia  conduct  to-night,  the  noble 
Lord  belied  the  force  of  his  own 
words  in  his  speech  at  the  Tower  Ham- 
lets, when  he  stated  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  ought  never  to  be  made  a 
Party  question  in  that  House.  It  was 
quite  impossible,  after  the  speenh  the 
.  noble  Lord  had  delivered,  for  Indian 
subjects  to  remain  other  than  Party 
questions  so  long  as  the  noble  Lord  re- 
mained in  his  preaent  Office.  What 
had  the  noble  Lord  done?  Why,  he 
had  taken  advantage  of  an  opportunity 
which  presented  itself  to  him  as  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  make  an  unprovoked, 
an  unwarranted,  and  an  uncalled-for 
attack  upon  the  Marquess  of  Bipon  and 
the  late  Oovemment.  He  had,  in  fact, 
turned  bit  Ministerial  Statement  on  the 
finances  of  India  into  an  election  ad- 
dress. What  was  it  the  noble  Lord 
accused  the  Marquess  ot  Bipon  of  doing  ? 
He  (Hr.  Buchanan)  bad  token  down  the 
noble  Lord's  very  words.  In  a  kind  of 
parody  of  the  poet  Swinburne,  the 
noble  Lord  had  stated  that  the  Mar- 
quess of  Kipon  had  been  "lulled  by  the 
langour  of  the  lotus  land,"  and  that  no 
economy  had  ever  been  practised  by 
htm  during  all  the  years  of  his  adminis- 
tration. Well,  an  answer  to  that  charge 
had  already  been  made  by  hoo.  and 
right  faon.  Gentlemen  who  had  spoken 
before  him  (Mr.  Buchanan)  from  the 
Liberal  Benches.  But  if  he  wanted  to 
give  a  further  answer  to  the  charge, 
they  had  it  here  in  the  statement  Uie 
noble  Lord  had  circulated  and  the 
speech  he  himself  had  made  that  night. 
He  gave  them  in  this  statement,  and  he 
had  declared  to  them  that  night,  that  the 
average  surplus  during  the  last  three 
years  had  been  £660,000,  and  that  the 
Marquess  of  Hipon'a  Government  had 
expended  on  the  Famine  Insurance 
Fund  the  sum  of  £l, 500,000  during  the 
last  three  years.  TheMarqueasofPipon, 
then,  had  spent  £1,500,000  on  Famine 
Insurance,  and,  besides,  had  had  an  aver 
age  annual  surplus  of  £660,000.  That 
was  the  test  of  the  Marqnesa  of  BJpon's 
economy ;  whereas  they  might  take  as  a 
test  of  the  extravagance  of  the  noble 
Lord's  Oovemment,  that  he  was  going  to 
swallow  up  that  surplus,  to  suspend  pay- 
ments to  the  FaminelnsuranceFund,  and 
King  to  add  milliona  to  the  burdens  of 
dia.  The  noble  Lord  had  charged  the 
Marquess  of  Bipon  with  having  spent  the 
money  on  productive  works,  instead  of  on 
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frontier  railwaya  and  other  projects  for 
military  defence;  but  he  (Mr.  Buchanan) 
would  put  it  to  the  Committee  whether 
it  was  not  more  for  the  permanent  wel- 
fare of  India  and  its  inhabitanta  to  spend 
monej  in  developing  the  country,  on 
roads  and  public  works,  which  would 
tend  to  the  ultimate  prosperity  and 
wealth  of  the  country,  rather  than  to 
waste  it  on  useless  military  works  and 
railways  for  military  purposes.  Then 
the  noble  Lord  had  accused  the  noble 
Marquess  of  having;  lowered  the  Salt 
Duty  and  reduced  the  Native  Army. 
Well,  the  answer  to  that  had  been  sug- 
gested by  the  noble  Lord  himself,  be- 
cause, after  having  accused  the  Mar- 
quess of  Bipon  of  having  lowered  the 
Salt  Duty,  he  had,  in  a  subsequent  part 
of  the  same  speech,  thanked  him  for 
having  done  the  same  thing;  and  ho 
(Mr.  Buchanan)  was  bound  to  say  that 
it  was  to  the  credit  of  the  Marquess  of 
Bipon,  and  it  would  be  to  the  credit  of 
the  noble  Lord  himself,  if  during  his 
ad minist ration  he  could  do  anything  to 
reduce  the  taxation  which  pressed  so 
heavily  on  the  poorest  classes  in  India. 
Then  the  noble  Lord  had  attacked  the 
Marquess  of  Bipon  for  admitting  the 
Natives  to  a  certain  degree  of  political 
power,  and  had  found  fault  with  him 
for  having  advanced  education  and 
fVeed  the  Press ;  and  it  had  been  a  mat- 
ter of  great  BBtonishment  to  him  (Mr. 
Buchanan)  when  he  had  heard  the  Vice 
President  of  the  Council  (Mr.  E.  Stan- 
hope) justifying  the  noble  Lord's  accu- 
sation against  the  Marquess  of  Bipon. 
It  was  an  astoniahiog  thing  that  the 
right  hon.  Oeutlemau — himself  a  Mi- 
nister of  Education  in  that  House — 
should  think  it  a  matter  of  reproach  to 
the  Marquess  of  Bipon  that  he  had, 
during  his  Viceroyalty,  largely  increased 
the espenditureou education  inlndin.  He 
(Mr.  Buchanan)  knew,  of  course,  that  the 
noble  Lord  had  no  liking  for  the  deve- 
lopment of  a  free  Press  in  India.  He 
knew  he  had  no  liking  for  the  growth 
of  political  inSuence  among  the  Natives 
of  India,  because  he  had  himself  de- 
'  nounced  those  two  kinds  of  development 
of  recent  years  in  India  as  two  of  the 
greatest  dangers  to  their  Empire. 

Tre  SECEETAEY  of  STATE  (Lord 
Bahdolph  Chtjrchill)  :  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman is  entirely  incorrect.  I  disclaim 
ever  having  made  any  statement  to  jus- 
tify that  ohservation. 
VOL.  CCC.      [xniRp 
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Ma.  BUCHANAN:  I  have  the  noble 
Lord's  speech  with  me. 

An  Hon.  Meuber  :  Bead  it. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN :  It  would  bo  out 
of  Order  to  read  it ;  the  speech  was  de- 
livered on  the  4th  of  May  of  the  present 
year.  It  was  a  speech  in  which  the 
noble  Lord  gave  the  results  of  his  In- 
dian tour.  He  said  that,  though  it 
might  be  premature  in  him  to  express 
any  opinion  as  to  the  results  of  his  In- 
dian experiences,  still  there  were  four 
things  that  he  thought  it  was  necessary 
and  right  that  he  should  bring  before 
his  audience  as  dangers  to  the  stability 
of  our  rule;  and  of  those  four  ^ings 
two  were  the  discontent  in  the  Indian 
Army  of  a  most  serious  kind  and  the 
grievances,  some  of  which  he  said  were 
well  founded,  between  the  Indian  Princes 
and  the  Calcutta  Crovemment. 

The  SECBETARY  of  STATE  (Lord 
BAJfDOLFH  Churchill):  What  are  yon 
quoting  from  ? 

Me.  BUCHANAN :  From  Tht  Ttmei 
newspaperof  thedthof  May.  The  noble 
Lordsaidthatthero  was  discontent  of  the 
most  serious  kind  in  the  Indian  Army. 

TiiE  OHAIBMAN:  Tho  hon.  Gen- 
tleman will  not  be  in  Order  in  quoting 
a  speech  made  this  Session. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said,  that  he  should 
pass  the  Beport  to  which  hs  referred 
over  to  the  noble  Lord,  if  he  desired  to 
look  at  it.  At  any  rate,  the  noble 
Lord  had  given  those  four  points  as, 
in  hie  opinion,  salient  features  of  the 
condition  of  things  in  India,  the  con- 
sideration of  which  had  been  forced 
upon  him  duriug  his  tour  in  that 
country.  The  four  points  were — dis- 
content in  the  Native  Army  ;  grievances 
which  were  found  to  exist  between  Na- 
tive Princes  and  the  Calcutta  Govern- 
ment ;  the  great  development  and  free 
comments  of  the  Native  Press ;  and  the 
growth  of  political  iutelligeuce  among 
the  Natives.  The  noble  Lord  had 
summed  up  by  saying  that  those  four 
elements  were  among  the  dangers  to 
which  our  rule  was  exposed  in  India.  He 
(Mr.  Buchanan)  thought  he  could  re- 
fresh the  memory  of  some  Members  of 
the  Committee,  without  quoting  the 
noble  Lord's  speech,  simply  by  inform- 
ing them  that  it  was  the  speech  in  which 
the  noble  Lord  denounced  the  probable 
conclusion  of  peace  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment withBussia  as  "terrible  news." 
["  No,  no  ! "]   Yes;  the  noble  Lord  had 
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of  all  the  people  of  India.  ["  No,  no ! "] 
Yes;  be  maintained  that  that  was  tbe 
case,  end,  in  the  third  place,  it  was  the 
only  just  and  prudent  policy  vhicb  this 
country  coutd  pursue.  And  more  than 
that,  if  the  noble  Lord  attempted,  or 
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denounced  the  action  of  tbe  late  Qo- 

vernment  in  tbat  respect  in  tbeae  words, 

and    be    had    denounced    it,    too,    in 

ths    same    epeeuh    as    "a    hase    and 

cowardly  Burrender."     Well,  if  he  (Mr. 

Bucbaaan)  might  be  allowed  for  once  to 

stoop  to  use  the  language  of  the  noble  j  wished  to  attempt,  by  this  Commission 

Lord  he  should  say  that  his  speecb  that   or  Committee  which  he  was  going  to 

night  was  a  base  and  cowardly  attack  |  appoint,  to  arraign  the  policy  of  the 

upon  tbe  Marquess  of  Bipon.  .  Marquess  of  Bipon  towards  tbe  Natives, 

The  CH&IBMAN:  The  hon.   Gen- |  be  would  be  really  arraigning  the  policy 

tlemanis  not  entitled  to  use  language  |  of  the  Queen'e  Proclamation  of  1859,  on 

of  that  kind.  which  all  the  liberties  of  Her  Majesty's 

Mb.    BUCHANAN:  If   in  quoting   Native  eubjects  depended.    Hehadfelt 

the  language  of  the  noble  Lord  I  find  extremely  astonished  when  he  had  beard 
the  noble  Lord  say  that  he  had  the  full 
consent  of  his  Colleagues  in  the  ap> 
pointment  of  this  Committee  or  Com- 
mission. He  bad  felt  particularly  as- 
tonished to  hear  that  he  bad  the  assent 
of  tbe  right  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Lin- 
colnshire (Mr.  E.  Stanhope).  That  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  Undersecretary  for 
India  at  the  time  when  a  Motion  was 
brought  forward  towards  tbe  close  of  the 
last  Parliament  on  this  subject  by  tbe  late 
Mr.  Fawcett,  inthespringof  1879.  The 
Motion  was  opposed  by  tbe  Government 
then,  and  all  hon.  Members  on  the 
Front  Ministerial  Bench  had  voted 
against  it,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Vice  President  of  tbe  Council  (Mt. 
E.  Stanhope}  included;  and  therefore  it 
appeared  tnat  the  noble  Lord  bad  enc- 
oeeded  in  turning  over  all  hie  Col- 
leagues to  his  own  view  on  ^is  subject 
to  such  an  extent  that  they  were  now 
prepared  to  adopt  a  policy  which  a  few 
years  ago  they  condemned.  The  noble  ■ 
Lord  had  stated— and  so  far  as  he  (Mr. 
Buchanan)  remembered  he  bad  stated 
it  in  public  before — that  the  justification 
for  inaugurating  a  Committee  of  In- 
quiij  into  the  affairs  of  India  was  that 
the  Indian  was  a  despotic  Government, 
and  that  it  would  be  better  to  have  the 
free  air  of  an  inquiry  in  the  House  of 
Commons  upon  it.  Tbe  Government  of 
India  no  doubt  waa  a  despotism ;  but 
it  Was  a  despotism  defined  and  restricted 
by  law,  and  he  thought  that  a  control 
over  the  affairs  of  the  Natives  such  as 
they  exercised  in  India  was  not  likely 
to  be  beneficially  modified  and  im- 
proved by  inquiries  from  time  to  time 
by  Parliament  or  some  political  autho- 
rity. He  thought  they  should  rather  take 
care  that  their  despotism  and  their  Go- 
Ternment  in  India  was  striotly  guarded 
its  execution  by  definite,  well-con- 
sidered,  and  prudent  laws,  and   that 


myaelf  using  un -Parliamentary  phrasee 
I  withdraw. 

The  CHAIBMAN  :  If  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman repeats  such  language  I  shall  iu' 
sist  upon  his  resuming  bis  seat. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN  said,  he  withdrew 
tbe  expression.  He  would  only  quote 
one  other  statement  of  the  noble  Lord, 
and  that  be  was  entitled  to  quote,  aa  the 
noble  Lord  had  made  it  that  night.  He 
had  summed  up  his  attack  upon  tbe 
Marquess  of  Bipon  by  saying  that  be 
disowned  and  repudiated  the  policy  of 
the  late  Viceroy.  Those  were  the  iden- 
tical words  the  noble  Lord  used  tbe 
other  night  in  regard  to  Earl  Spencer- 
he  had  disowned  and  repudiated  his 
Slipy.  So  they  fonnd  that  one  of  the 
Ldtng  principles  of  Conservative  policy 
at  that  moment  waa  ingratitude  in  dis- 
owning public  servants  who  bad  dis- 
charged their  public  duty  faithfully  ao- 
oording  to  the  commissions  which  had 
been  given  to  tbem.  The  noble  Lard 
in  the  course  of  bis  speech — and  he 
{Mr.  Buchanan)  hardly  thought  it  worth 
while  to  detain  the  Committee,  however, 
by  going  into  it  at  that  hour — bad  gone 
on  to  propose,  at  the  end  of  his  speech, 
that  they  should  have  a  Commission  of 
Inquiry  into  the  condition  of  tbe  Go- 
vernment of  India.  But  the  noble  Lord 
forebore  to  tell  them  what  the  scope  of 
that  inquiry  was  to  be.  He  should 
like  to  ask  the  noble  Lord  whether  part 
of  the  scope  of  that  inquiry  was  to  bo 
an  examination  into,  and  arraignment 
of,  the  Marquess  of  Bipon's  Native 
policy.  He  was  sure  the  noble  Lord 
did  not  wish  to  examine  into  that;  but 
if  he  did,  he  would  put  it  to  him  that 
aa  be  himself  bad  been  in  India  since 
that  policy  was  begun  he  must  know  very 
well  that,  in  the  first  place,  it  had  been 
successful,  and  that,  in  the  second  place, 
it  bad  won  tbe  enthusiastio  approval 
Mr.  Buehanan 
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tbey  also  ought  to  tabe  care  'that  those 
Tvbo  were  oharged  with  the  adminiB- 
tration  of  that  Bystem  were  carefully 
choseo  and  selected,  and  h&dtoloolc  for 
the  succesa  of  their  career  to  the  pros- 
perity and  welfare  of  the  people  com- 
mitted to  their  charge.  Of  course,  they 
all  knew  perfectly  well  that  complainta 
bad  often  been  made  against  the  Qo- 
Ternment  of  India;  the  noble  Lord  had 
in  other  places  told  them  something 
about  those  complaints.  The  noble 
Ijord  had  told  them  that  the  Govern- 
ment  of  India  was  an  enormous  legis- 
latire  machine;  that  it  had  too  great 
rigidity,  and  a  want  of  sympathy  with 
the  people  oflndia;  and  inagreat  mea- 
sure, undoubtedly,  that  was  the  case. 
£ut  it  seemed  to  bim  that  if  they  were 
to  endeavour  in  any  way  to  remedy  that 
stats  of  things — ha  did  not  say  they 
could  wlioUy  do  so,  becauae  be  believed 
that  BOms  rigidity  and  want  of  sympathy 
was  indispensable  to  anything  lihe  the 
government  they  now  exercised  over 
India  —  but  if  they  were  to  attempt 
to  remedy  it,  he  believed  it  would  be 
much  better  for  them  to  do  it  by 
careful  legislation  for  India,  and  by 
careful  administration  there  than  by 
Betting  np  in  the  House  of  Commons 
Committees  or  Commissions  to  inquire 
intoagreatvarietyofsiibjeotB.  There waa 
just  one  word  more  he  should  like  to  say 
apon  this  subject.  There  was,  no  doubt, 
a  tendency  in  a  Oovernmeat  such  as 
that  of  India,  composed,  as  Lord 
Lytton  bad  estimated  it,  of  1,000,000 
officials — there  was,  no  doubt,  a  ten- 
dency among  so  many  officials  of  lower 
grade  to  exercise  petty  tyranny  over  those 
who  were  subj  ected  to  them,  and  no  doubt 
it  was  difficult  to  have  perfect  articulation 
to  the  extremities  of  such  an  elaborate 
machine.  But  he  did  not  see  bow  a 
Houaeof  Commons' Committee  or  a  Com- 
mission could  remedy  a  grievance  of  that 
kind.  If  the  Committee  was,  as  he 
suspected  it  would  be,  a  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  it  would  have 
to  sit  in  this  country,  and  in  such  an 
event  it  would  be  useless  for  the  purpose 
the  noble  Lord  appointed  it.  If^  on  the 
other  hand,  the  noble  Lord  proposed 
sending  out.  a  Commission,  it  seemed  to 
him  that  that  work  would  be  practically 
interminable.  There  was  one  direction 
in  which  he  should  have  thought  that 
the  noble  Lord  might  have  exorcised 
his   energies  before  proceeding  to  ap- 
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point  another  Commission.  He  should 
have  thought  the  noble  Lord  might 
have  devoted  his  attention  to  the  work 
of  seeing  that  the  recommendations  of 
Committees  and  Commissions  already  ap- 
pointed were  carried  out.  For  instance, 
there  had  been  a  Committee  which  had 
sat  on  Indian  finance  for  a  number  of 
years,  there  had  been  a  Committee  on 
Public  Works,  there  had  been  a  Com- 
mission such  as  that  the  noble  Lord  had 
wanted  to  institute — namely,  a  Famine 
Commission,  which  had  inquired  into  the 
social  and  ecooomicsl  condition  of  India. 
The  recommendations  of  the  Finance 
Committee  bad  not  been  carried  out,  and 
far  from  all  of  those  of  the  Famine  Com- 
mission bad  been  carried  out.  And  then 
there  had  been  another  of  those  Commis- 
sions, therecommendationa  of  which  were 
now  lying  still-born  in  the  India  Office — 
namely,  the  Simla  Army  Commission, 
whiifh  had  been  alluded  to  that  night. 
The  noble  Lord  had  spoken  of  economy 
in  regard  to  the  Indian  Array ;  but  he 
(Mr.  Buchanan)  would  point  out  that 
the  Simla  Army  Commission  did  not 
merely  recommend  the  reduction  of  the 
Forces  of  India,  but  several  reforms 
which  would  tend  to  economy  and  effi- 
ciency. Those  recommendations,  bow- 
ever,  bad  never  been  carried  out.  He 
could  have  enlarged  further  upon  those 
points  had  it  not  been  for  the  cause  he 
had  already  referred  to,  and  just  before 
sitting  down  be  would  repeat  once  more 
his  deep  regret  at  what  had  taken  place 
that  night,  and  his  belief  that  very 
disastrous  consequences  would  ensue 
from  the  present  conduct  of  Indian 
affairs  in  that  House. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Lord 
Banuolfh  Ckurchill),  in  reply,  said, 
he  hoped  that  when  the  defence  of 
the  Marquess  of  Ripon's  policy  iu 
India,  which  they  had  that  night  been 
given  to  understand  would  shortly  be 
Ibrtboomicg,  was  attempted,  it  would 
be  undertaken  in  a  more  coherent 
and  mors  impressive  manner  than  that 
which  bad  been  exhibited  by  the  hon. 
Oenlleman  who  had  just  sat  down.  A 
greater  farrago  of  inaccurate  assertion, 
inaccurate  quotations,  and  inaccurate 
representations  of  other  people's  opi- 
nions than  that  in  the  bon.  Member's 
speech,  it  had  never  been  his  misfortune 
to  hear;  and,  for  bis  part,  he  entirely 
declined  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  at  that  late  hour  of  the 
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evening,  in  attemptinfi;  what  he  knew 
beforehand  would  be  the  utterly  impoB- 
aible  task  of  malciDg  the  hoa.  Gentleman 
understand  the  real  opinions  which  he 
(Lord  Bandolph  Churchill)  had  ex- 
pressed, and  the  factfl  oonoeming  Indian 
afiTairs  which  he  had  placed  before  the 
Oommittee.  Turning  from  the  ohserva- 
tiona  of  the  boo. Member  to  the  remarks 
of  other  hon.  Membera  who,  differing 
from  the  hon.  Member  for  Edinburgh, 
had  confined  their  remarks  to  the  ques- 
tion before  the  Committee,  he  would 
express  to  them  his  sincere  acknowledg- 
ments for  the  manner  in  which  they  had 
reoeired  the  Statement  he  had  been  al- 
lowed to  make.  He  could  assure  them, 
wbetlier  as  regarded  their  criticisms  of 
those  parts  of  his  Statement  with  which 
they  disagreed,  or  their  suggestions  of 
what  they  would  wish  to  see  carried  out 
in  India  or  embodied  in  Indian  polioy, 
that  they  should  have  his  most  earnest 
attention.  He  could  assure  those  bon. 
Members  that  he  received  their  criti- 
cisms and  suggestions  in  a  most  respect- 
ful manner.  Before  allowing  the  debate 
to  come  to  a  close,  he  would  wish  to 
make  one  remark  in  answer  to  the  ob- 
servations which  had  fallen  from  the 
noble  Marquess  the  late  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  (the  Marquess  of  Har- 
tington).  The  noble  Marquesa  had 
charged  him  with  having  adopted  an 
unusual  oourse  in  making  a  Party  attack 
upon  the  late  Viceroy  of  India  on  thi 
Indian  Budget.  That  was,  to  some  ex- 
tent, a  misrepresentation  of  the  course 
he  had  pursued.  No  doubt,  he  had 
adopted  an  unusual  course  in  criticizing 
as  he  had  done  thepolioyof  the  late  Go- 
reinment;  but  the  Committee  must  re- 
member that  he  had  to  deal  with  un- 
usual times.  It  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary, in  dealing  with  unusual  times,  that 
he  should  to  some  extent  depart  from 
the  usual  course  which  had  been  adopted 
on  former  oceasions ;  and  nothing  could 
show  that  more  clearly  than  the  speech 
which  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  Member 
who  had  just  eat  down.  It  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  he  should  show  the 
Oommittee  and  the  public  who  were  the 
authors  of  the  heary  expenditure  and 
the  heavy  do6cit  he  had  referred  to,  and 
which  they  had  to  meet.  He  thought  it 
was  most  fortunatethat  he  had  been  able 
to  do  that,  because  they  had  had  an  ad- 
mirable specimen  of  the  line  adopted  by 
Badical  Members  in  the  accusation  made 
Iml  Bandolph  Churchill 
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against  him  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Edinburgh  of  being  responsible  for  a 
deficit  of  £15,000,000  in  thelndiauKeve- 
uue,  and  for  adding  to  the  Indian  Army 
an  additional  expenditure  of  £2,000,000 
a-year.  It  was  inordertofree  the  pre- 
sent Government  from  such  charges  that 
he  knew  would  be  recklessly  and  widely 
made  that  he  had  deliberately  adopted 
the  course  he  did.  He  once  warned  the 
Partyopposite  that  the  doctrine  of  legacy 
might  be  used  with  fatal  efifeote  against 
themsQlvee.  Nothing  was  hurled  over 
and  over  again  more  virulently  against 
the  Tory  Party  than  the  charge  that  all 
the  difficulties  and  perplexities  that  the 
late  Government  hau  had  to  encounter, 
and  which  compassed  them  about,  were  a 
legacy  from  their  Predecessors.  As  far 
as  the  present  Government  was  con- 
cerned with  regard  to  India,  he  had  been 
determined  that  on  this  question  it 
should  be  impossible  for  hon.  Membera 
to  say  that  the  present  financial  im- 
broglio was  not  a  legacy  from  the  late 
Tories  to  the  Liberate,  for,  as  a  matter 
of  foot,  it  was  exactly  the  reverse.  There 
was  only  one  other  point  in  the  speech 
of  the  noble  Marquess  on  which  he  would 
attempt  to  make  any  remark.  The  noble 
Marquess  had  complained  that  he  had 
given  him  no  notice  of  the  remarks  that 
he  intended  to  make.  He  was  not  aware 
that  when  a  Minister  was  going  to  make 
his  Statement — his  annuu  Statement — 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  it  was  in  ac- 
cordance with  precedents  that  he  should 
give  his  opponents,  or  anybody  else, 
notice  of  the  exact  line  of  observation  he 
intended  to  pursue.  He  had  never 
beard  of  such  a  course  being  adopted. 
The  Doble  Marquess  must  know  the  cir- 
cumstances of  Indian  finance,  and  be 
must  have  known,  before  he  left  Office, 
that  those  circumstances  were  of  so  pecu- 
liar a  kind  that  they  would  attract 
the  most  direct,  and  probably  severe 
criticism  possible— the  severe  criticism 
of  anyone  who  commented  upon  them 
from  an  opponent's  point  of  view.  The 
noble  Marquess  said  he  was  not  pre- 
pared for  such  an  attack.  The  noble 
Marquess  had  only  shown  in  his  conduct 
of  the  debate  that  night  the  extraor- 
dinary amount  of  un preparedness  which 
was  one  of  the  mam  features  of  the 
policy  of  the  late  Government.  He 
could  not  understand  how  anyone,  know- 
ing thecharacterof  the  financeaof  India 
fur  the  year,  could  suppose  it  would  be 
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possible  for  him  to  e.tplain  tbat  finnncial 
position  to  the  House  of  Commons  with- 
out going  on  to  explain  what  he  cod- 
aidered  to  be  the  cause  of  that  financial 
position.  On  examination  he  did  not 
think  that  tho  noble  Marquess  would 
pereist  in  hie  charge  against  him  of 
having  been  guilty  ot  a  breach  of  House 
of  Commons'  decorum  in  taking  the 
course  be  had  done.  He  did  not  think 
the  charge  tbat  he  had  acted  unusualljr 
and  indecorously  would,  on  examination, 
be  found  a  serious  charge.  With  regard 
to  the  finaaoial  policy  of  the  Marquess 
of  Ripon  he  did  not  wish  to  enter  into 
it  again,  but  would  only  say  that,  if  it 
WGTo  so  successful  and  so  admirable  a 
policy,  how  was  it  it  happened  that  in 
1884-5  the  Revised  Estimates  showed  a 
deficit  of  £710,000?  How  was  it  that 
since  the  days  of  the  Earl  of  Mayo  no 
single  year's  account  showed  a  deficit  of 
Indian  finance  except  deficits  attribut- 
able either  to  war  or  famine,  while  the 
Marquess  of  Ripon,  after  being  Viceroy 
of  India  for  four  years,  during  which 
time  there  was  no  war  and  no  famine  to 
deal  with,  enjoyed  the  proud  diBtinction 
of  being  the  first  Viceroy  who  had  pro- 
duced a  most  remarkable  deficit  which 
he  was  totally  unable  to  attribute  to  any 
other  oause  except  his  own  financial 
policy  ?  He  would  leave  that  point  to 
be  dealt  with  by  the  Marquess  of  Ripon 
and  his  friends  when  they  made  their 
defence.  At  that  hour  of  the  night, 
and  knowing  that  there  was  much  im- 
portant Business  to  occupy  the  attention 
of  thu  House,  he  would  not  trouble  the 
Committee  further,  but  would  thank 
them,  generally,  for  the  manner  in 
which  they  had  allowed  him  to  make  his 
Statement,  and  for  the  generous  way  in 
which  they  had  commented  upon  it. 
Question  put,  and  agriei  to. 


le  ot  India  for  the  year  ending  the  31rt  day 
of  March  1884  vm  £71,737,421.  iocluding 
£13,240,607  reteived  from  Productive  Public 
Works  ;  that  the  Total  Expcndituro  in  India 
■nd  in  England  was  £70,339,926,  including 
£1B,032,7fil  spent  on  Productive  Public  Works 
(Revenue  Account) ;  tbat  there  w*i  an  excosi  of 
Bevcnne  over  Expenditure  in  that  year  of 
£1,387,4%;  and  that  tbo  Capital  Kxpendituro 
on  Produrtivo  Public  Works  in  the  same  year 
iraa  £3.693,029,  includingaChargn of  £o6l>, 201 
iDcurred  in  the  redamptioa  of  ptevioosly  exist- 
ing liabilities. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  To-moriuw. 
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CUI5IISAL  LAW  AMENDMENT  BILL 

[iorrf.].-[Biu.  S67.] 

{Snnlary  Sir  B.  Atalutim  Crtii.) 


Bill,  as  amended,  eerutdered. 

The  .secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  E. 
AssnETo:4  Cross}  moved,  after  Clause  7, 
to  insert  the  following  Clause  :— 
{DDlnwful  detentiOD  with  intent  to  have  eamal 
knoirledge.) 

"  Any  person  who  detain*  any  woman  or  girl 
against  her  will — 

(1)  In  or  upon  any  premisM  with  intent 
that  she  may  be  unlawfully  and  carnally 
knonn  by  any  man,  whether  any  par- 
ticular man  or  generally,  or 

(2)  In  any  brothel, 

abitll  bo  guilty  of  a  misdemeanour,  and.  being 
convicted  thereof,  ahall  be  liable  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  court  to  be  impriaoned  for  any  term 
not  exceeding  two  yoan,  with  or  without  hard 
lahour. 

"  Where  a  woman  or  girl  is  in  or  upon  any 

Sromisea,  or  in  any  brouiel,  a  person  ahall  be 
SKmed  to  detain  such  woman  or  girl  in  or  upon 
auch  premiaes  or  in  such  brothel  if  with  intent 
to  compel  or  induce  her  to  remaio  in  or  upon 
auch  premises  or  in  such  brothel,  such  person 
withholds  from  such  woman  or  girl  any  wear, 
ing  apparel  or  other  property  belonging;  to  her, 
or  where  wearing  apparel  hoi  been  lent  or  other- 
wise supplied  to  such  woman  or  girl  by  or  by 
tho  direction  of  such  parson,  threatens  auch 
woman  or  girl  with  legal  proceedings  if  she 
takes  away  with  her  tha  wearing  apparel  so  lent 


r  girl  for  taldug  away  ( 
aaion  of  any  audi  wearin 


bring  found  in  possession  of  any  such  wearing 
apparel  as  was  necessary  to  ooabla  her  to  leave 
such  premises  or  brothel," 

New  Clause  brought  up,  and  read  the 
first  and  second  time." 

Mr.  WARTON  begged  to  move  an 
Amendment  to  the  clause  to  insert  after 
the  word  "premises,"  in  line  9,  the 
words  "for  Uio  purpose  of  having  any 
unlawful  carnal  connection."  He  pointed 
out  tbat  as  the  clause  was  drawn  it  was 
possible  that  a  private  master  or  mistress 
might  bo  brought  within  its  scope.  No- 
thing could  be  wider  than  the  words 
"any  promiseH."  He  was  quite  sure 
that,  however  rigorously  and  harshly  a 
master  or  mistress  might  behave  in  re- 
gard to  a  servant,  they  would  not  wish 
to  bring  them  in  guilty  as  they  would 
the  keepers  of  brothels. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  line  9,  after  the  word  "  premises,"  to  in- 
sert the  words  ' '  for  the  purpose  of  having  any 
unlawful  tarual  connucliun."— (Jf/'.  U'ariaii.) 


C-ooglc 


Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inaerted." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
EiCHARD  WfiBaTER)  thought,  with  the 
bon.  and  learned  Member  for  Bridport 
(Mr.  Warton),  that  some  other  -words 
might  be  introduced  here.  Aa  the  clause 
was  now  drawn,  it  might  be  taken  to 
mean  other  premises  than  a  brothel.  He 
thought  it  was  better  that  the  words 
suggested  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber should  be  put  in. 

Mh,  Sehjeant  SIMON  asked  whether 
this  matter  was  sot  controlled  by  the 
Ist  fiub-section  of  the  clause,  wMoh 
said — 

"  Any  petBon  who  detaius  any  woman  or  girl 
against  her  will  in  or  upon  anj  premiaes  with 
intent  that  aha  may  ba  unlawfully  and  camoll; 
known  bj  any  man,  whether  any  particular 
man  or  gener^j." 

Mk.  warton  -.  No. 

Mr.  morgan  LLOYD  said,  be  pre- 
ferred the  simpler  plan  of  adding  the 
words  "  as  aforesaid." 

Mr.  STANSFELD  thought  that  the 
bon.  and  learned  O-enttemaa  the  Attor- 
ney Qeneral  on  reflection  would  not  be 
ablo  to  accept  these  words. 

Me.  STAVELEY  HILL  aaid,  what 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Stans- 
feld)  eaid  was  quite  right ;  but  the 
whole  clause  was  such  nonsense  that 
the  more  nonsensical  it  was  made  the 
better.  The  Oovemment  did  nut  seem 
to  know  at  all  what  they  were  going  to 
do  with  the  Bill. 

Thb  secretary  of  state  (Sir 
R.  AssHETOx  Cross)  :  I  beg  your  par- 
don. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
BiOHABD  Webstek]  said,  that  if  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  would  agree  to 
accept  these  words — 

"  Any  person  who  dstains  any  woman  or  girl 
against  her  will  for  the  purpoaea  herein  men- 
tioned," &c. 
be  thought  he  might  accept  them. 

Mr.  AVARTON  was  not  prepared  to 
withdraw  bis  own  Amendment. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Weuster)  said,  he  would  ap- 
peal to  the  bon.  and  learned  Member  to 
accept  bis  words. 

Sir  FABRER  HERSCHELL  pointed 
out  that  the  Amendment  would  defeat 
its  own  end,  for  in  the  second  part  of 
the  paragraph  they  would  simply  be 
re-enacting  the  first  paiagrapb  of  the 
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clause.     He  thought  the  being  in  or 
upon  the  premises  was  to  be  primd  /deit 


Mr.  "WARTON :  I  must  insist  upon 
my  Amendment. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided .—Aye^  SI  ;  Noea 
59:  Majority  22.— (Div.  List,  No.  278.) 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Wabtos,  the  fol- 
lowing Amendment  made  : — Line  9, 
after  "or,"  insert  "is." 

Mr.  WARTON  moved,  in  line  IS, 
after  "such  person,"  to  insert  "such 
person."  The  reason  he  desired  the 
Amendment  was  because  there  waa  audi 
a  very  large  interval  between  the  ex< 
pression  and  the  definition  of  "euch 
person," 

Amendment  proposed,  in  line  15, 
after  ."  such  person,"  to  insert  '*  soch 
person." — (Mr.  WertoH.) 

Question  proposed,  "That 'such  per- 
son '  be  there  inserted." 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  Ass BETOiT  Cross)  :  It  is  so  absolutely 
immaterial. 

Amendment  agrwd  to. 

Mr.  WARTON  moved,  in  line  18,  to 
insert  the  word  "  No  "  at  the  beginning 
of  the  paragraph.  His  object  was  to 
strike  out  the  word  "  not "  later  on,  ao 
as  to  make  the  paragraph  read  "  no 
legal  proceedings  shall  be  taken,"  &c., 
instead  of  "  legal  proceedings  shall  not 
be  taken." 

Amendment    proposed,    in    line    18, 

fit  ace  "  No"  at   the  beginning  of  the 
ine.— (ATr.  Warton.) 


Thb  SECRETARY  op  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AsaiiETON  Cross)  had  no  objection 
to  the  Amendment ;  but  he  preferred  the 
words  "shall  not." 

Mr.  WARTON  did  not  qnite  under- 
stand. He  desired  to  know  what  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  proposed  befon 
he  gave  up  his  position  ? 

TiiE  SECRETARY  of  STATE  {Sir 
R.  Absheton  Cross)  said,  he  agreed  to 
the  sense  of  the  Amendment,  bnt  not  to 
the  actual  words. 

SirWILUAM  HAECOURT  thought 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  End- 
port  (Mr.  Warton)  was  right,   u  tbe 
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clausa  would  be  bad  ^ammar  other- 
wise, 

Mb.  8TAVELET  HILL  eure«B'«^ 
tbat  it  really  was  desirable  to  put  a  little 
oommon  sense  in  an  Act  of  Parliament. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

On  Alotion  of  Mr.  Wabtok,  the  fol- 
lowing Amendment  made: — Line  18, 
leave  ont "  not." 

IfR.  STAVELET  HILL  proposed  an 
Amendment,  in  line  1 9,  to  leave  out  the 
word  "  Buch "  in  order  to  insert  the 
word  "necessaiy,"  bo  that  the  words 
should  run,  "  being  found  in  possession 
of  any  necessary  wearing  apparel,"  in- 
stead of  "  such  wearing  apparel  as  was 
necessary  to  enable  her  to  leave  such 
premises  or  brothel."  The  clause,  as  it 
stood,  seemed  to  him  to  be  an  amplifi- 
cation of  words  without  giving  any 
meaning. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  line  19,  by 
leaving  out  the  word  "such,"  and  in- 
serting the  word  "  necessary," —  {Mr. 
Stavetty  Mill,) — instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
'  such '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

The  ATTOENET  GENERAL  (Sir 
RiOHAKD  Wzbbteb)  desired  to  point  oat 
to  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  that 
tile  words  in  line  20  which  he  proposed 
to  leave  out  were  intended  to  prevent 
the  girl  taking  away  anything  which  was 
not  absolutely  necessary.  If  they  said 
"  necessary  wearing  apparel"  it  would 
leave  the  girl  a  discretion  to  take  away 
whatever  she  might  think  was  nscea- 
aary. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Clause,  as  amended,  be  added 
to  the  BUI." 

Mr.  morgan  LLOYD  pointed  out 
that  with  the  Amendment  which  had 
been  added  the  clause  in  line  9  re- 
cited— 

"Where  KUj  woman  or  ^rl  is  in  <a  upon 
any  premiMS  for  the  Durpoee  of  bsving  any 
nolawfol  canial  onuiection." 
There  might  be  many  cases  in  which 
the  girl  was  not  there  for  the  actual 
purpose,  although  efforts  were  being 
made  to  induce  her  to  have  carnal 
connection. 

Mb.  SPEAKER  said,  they  had  gone 
through  the  clause  now.     It  was,  there- 
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fore,  too  late  to  make  any  further 
Amendment  on  the  clause. 

Mr.  MORGAN  LLOYD  did  not  pro- 
pose to  make  any  alteration  in  those 
words ;  but  he  wanted  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Attorney  General  to  the  mat* 
ter,  and  to  ask  him  whether  he  would 
not  make  some  addition  to  the  clause 
at  the  end  ? 

Mr.  speaker  said,  it  was  impos- 
sible to  make  any  Amendment  now.  The 
Question  was  whether  the  clause,  as 
amended,  sbonld  stand  part  of  the 
Bill. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  SMITH  said,  he  had 
Itiven  Notice  of  the  following  new 
clause ; — 


"  Whea  a  girl,  in  respect  of  sn  offence 
aeBinlt  whom  a  charffe  ii  brought  under  tfai* 
ClanBe.  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  court  jutticet 
ot  magiBtrates,  too  young  to  nndentuid  the 
n&tnreof  on  oath,  sach  girl  shall  be  oompstent 
to  give  evidence  without  oath  :  Provided,  'iliat 
no  person  shall  be  liable  to  be  convicted  of  the 
ofienca  unleia  the  testimony  of  auch  girl,  im- 
plicating the  accused,  siiall  be  corrobOTated  bv 
some  other  materiitl  evidence  in  support  thereof. 
And  the  court  may,  for  the  same  purpose,  allow 
a  similar  atatement  mado  by  her  before  the 
ooromittiDg  justice  or  magiBtrBte,  and  taken 
down  in  writing  at  the  time,  to  be  used  for  the 
same  purpose  at  the  trial. 

The  House  would  see  that  the  clause 
was  divided  into  two  parts,   the  later 

f>art  being  contained  in  the  last  three 
ines,  which  allowed  a  statement  made  by 
the  girl  before  the  committing  justice  or 
magistrate  to  be  used  as  evidence  at  the 
tri^.  With  regard  to  the  major  por- 
tion of  the  clause,  he  found  that  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  late 
Attorney  General  (Sir  Henry  James) 
had  a  similar  proposal  to  make  later  on ; 
and  therefore  he  was  agreeable  to  with- 
draw the  lirst  part  in  favour  of  that  ot 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman. 
He  would  than  ask  to  add  the  last  three 
lines  of  his  clause  to  the  end  of  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's 
clause. 

Mr.  speaker  pointed  out  that  the 
proper  course  would  be  for  the  hon. 
Member  to  withdraw  his  clause,  and 
then  to  bring  up  his  words  as  an  Amend- 
ment to  the  later  clause. 

Mb.  SAMUEL  SMITH  then  asked 
leave  to  withdraw  bis  clause. 
Clause,  by  leave,  withdraKH. 


I  .y  Google 
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Mb.  STAVEIiET   HILL  begged   to    pose  of  improving  her  mind  aod  teacb- 


e  the  follonring  olauae  :  — 
"  Upon  the  conviction  oi  any  prisoner  under 
■ub- section  one  of  section  live,  th«  judge  ahiill 
inquire  of  thn  jury  whether  they  find  that  tho 
act  of  which  tho  prisoner  haa  been  convicted  was 
done  vith  the  cocaent  of  the  girt,  and,  if  tKe 
jury  shall  find  thatsho  did  so  consent,  tho  judge 
■hall  order  her  to  be  gent  to  a  reformatory 
■chool  for  a  period  not  exceeding  two  years." 

Ho  ventured  to  oall  the  attention  of  the 
late  Home  Seoretarjr  (Sir  William  Har- 
court)  to  this  matter  In  reference  to 
what  he  had  said  the  other  night.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  auggested 
that  it  would  be  a  very  unfortanate 
thing  indeed  if  they  proceeded  to  fill 
their  gaols  with  boys  and  with  men 
against  whom  there  could  be  no  real 
offence  oharged.  Now,  let  them  con- 
sider what  they  were  doing.  What 
they  were  doing  was  this.  When  a  lad 
of  15  or  16  was  having  connection 
with  a  girl  under  15,  with  full  con- 
sent, in  any  place  where  they  might 
be  found  by  a  policeman,  he  might 
be  dragged  oS  to  gaol  at  onoe. 
He  wouldput  it  to  the  House  was  it,  or 
was  it  not,  a  wrong  thing  that  was  being 
done  by  the  persons  guilty  of  that  at 
which  the  Bill  was  aimed  ;  and  was  it. 
or  was  it  not,  intended  that  they  should 
be  punished?  What  was  the  punish- 
ment for  7  Was  it  because  an  offence 
was  committed,  or  merely  because  the 
girl  was  under  the  age  of  16  at  the  time 
it  was  committed  ?  What  was  the  real 
state  of  the  case  ?  In  this  country  a 
girl  was  supposed  to  have  reached  the 
age  of  puberty  when  she  was  between 
12  and  13,  There  was  no  period  in  a 
girl's  life,  especially  where  sbe  had  not 
been  properly  brought  up,  or  cared  for 
by  her  parents  and  guardians,  at  which 
she  was  more  likely  to  be  led  astray 
than  when  between  the  ages  of  15  and 
16  years.  He  thought  that  in  that 
statement  he  should  carry  the  concur- 
rence of  any  person  who  had  studied 
the  question.  Well,  that  being  so,  what 
was  it  tho  House  was  doing?  They 
were  saying,  as  the  Bill  stood  at  pre- 
sent, that  where  a  girl  was  in  this  con- 
dition, and  induced  a  boy  or  a  young 
man  to  commit  an  offence,  the  boy  was 
to  be  punished  and  the  girl  was  to  go 
Boot  free,  not  only  with  regard  to 
punishment  for  her  share  in  the  offence, 
but  in  regard,  also,  to  any  education 
she  might  obtain  in  a  reformatory  to 
which  ^e  might  be  sent  for  the  pur- 


Bgber  better  habitft.  Now,  he  asked  the 
House,  was  that  fair  ?  Let  them  con- 
sider the  question  for  a  moment.  Let 
them  take  the  case  of  two  children — a 
hoy  and  girl,  both  under  the  age  of  16. 
Those  two  young  persons  might  be  found 
by  a  policeman  committing  an  offence 
under  this  Bill,  and  in  the  result  the 
boy  was  to  be  the  only  party  puoiahed- 
He  did  not  know  whether  the  ooy  would 
be  Sogged  or  not;  but  he  would  be  im- 
prisoned, and,  under  certain  circum- 
Btancea,  he  would  be  liable  also  to 
undergo  a  flogging.  It  might  happen 
that  a  few  yards  further  on  the  police- 
man might  come  upon  two  persons — a 
man  and  a  woman,  of  the  age  of  35, 
committing  the  same  offence.  The  ques- 
tion naturally  arose,  was  that  wrong  on 
the  part  of  the  two  who  were  under  16 
which  was  right  in  the  case  of  those  of 
25  ;  and  was  it  intended  to  reverse  the 
principle  of  the  law,  and  say  they  would 
punish  the  younger  offenders  and  ezcose 
the  elder  ones?  If  that  were  so,  on 
what  principle  was  the  boy  to  be 
punished  and  the  girl  to  be  allowed  to 
go  scot  free  ?  He  submitted  that  the 
House  ought  to  adopt  the  words  he  had 
inserted  in  his  clause ;  and,  if  it  would 
allow  him,  he  would  read  them,  as  they 
were  very  brief.  They  wero  as  fol- 
lows : — 
"C 


done  with  the  cement  of  the  ^rl,  and,  if 
tho  jury  shall  find  that  she  did  so  consent,  tha 
Judge  thai!  order  her  to  be  sent  to  ■  nfomu- 
tory  school  for  a  period  not  •xcet4iiig  two 

What,  he  asked,  would  be  the  result  of 
adopting  this  clause?  They  would  find 
that  cases  would  not  be  so  likely  to  b« 
trumped  up,  and  where  a  girl  under  the 
age  of  16  had  tempted  a  boy  to  the  com- 
mission of  an  offence  she  would  not 
bring  a  charge  against  him.  They  wonU 
not  have  such  cases  as  bad  been  alluded 
to  by  thn  right  hon.  Qentlemaa  the 
Member  for  Derby  (Sir  WilUam  Hat- 
court]  ;  but  due  caution  would  be  exo^ 
cised.  He  (Mr.  Staveley  Hill]  entreftted 
the  House,  if  they  would  dojostice  be- 
tween the  two  sexes  and  prevent  cbMgee 
under  this  Bill  being  used  as  ameassof 
extortion  by  policemen  and  girls  against 
boys  in  a  better  or  worse  poaitioa,  not 
to  omit  to  punish  the  girl  as  well  aa  ifce 
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boy ;  but,  where  a  cbarg;e  of  this  sort 
was  made,  to  atlun- the  Judge,  vboa  he 
thought  he  could  fairly  do  eo,  to  put  it 
to  the  jury  whether  the  girl  was  a  con- 
eeating  party,  and  if  the  jury  found  that 
she  was,  then  to  give  the  Judge  the 
power  to  afford  her  the  opportunity  of  a 
proper  mode  of  reformation  by  sending 
ber  to  a  reformatory  for  a  period  of  two 
jeara. 

New  Qause  (0-irl  to  be  sent  to  refor- 
matory if  act  was  committed  with  her 
consent,)— (Wr.  Staetlty  Eill,)^brought 
up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  said  Clause  be  now  read  a 
second  time." 

Thb  secretary  or  STATE  (Sir 
E.  AssHETON  Choss)  r  I  fully  appreciate 
the  motives  that  have  induced  my  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  to  bring  forward 
this  clause,  as  there  is  no  one  in  this 
House  who  has  a  stronger  desire  than 
myself  to  prevent  anything  in  regard  to 
legislation  of  this  kind  that  would  aSord 
the  slightest  facilities  for  extortion.  At 
the  same  time,  I  cannot  consent  to  the 
insertion  of  this  clause.  I  would  ask 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  who 
bos  moved  it  this  question — What  crime 
has  the  girl  committed?  because  we 
could  not  confine  a  girl  in  a  reformatory, 
as  he  proposes,  for  a  period  of  two  years, 
unless  she  has  committed  some  crime. 
A  reformatory  scfaool  is  essentially  a 
criminal  institution,  and  you  could  not 
send  a  girl  to  such  a  place  unless  you 
eau  show  that  she  is  a  criminal. 

Mr.  HOPWOOU  said,  he  did  not 
wish  to  follow  the  argument  of  the 
right  hon.  Oentloman  the  Home  Secre- 
tary at  auT  length  ;  but  he  would  reply 
to  it  very  briefly.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  intimated  Uiat  tbe  girl 
could  not  be  cousidored  guilty  of  any 
offence.  Now,  ho  (Mr.  Hopwood)  as- 
sorted   that   she    had   committed    an 

The 'secretary  of  STATE  (Sir 
E.  As3nET<iN  Cross):  I  said  "crime." 

Mr.  HOPWOOD  aaid,  he  would 
adopt  the  word  mentioned  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  aud  would  say  that  tbe 
girl  bad  committed  a  crime.  The  Bill 
made  the  act  done  a  crime  on  the  part 
of  the  man,  and  it  was  quite  clear  that 
he  could  not  commit  the  crime  without 
the  girl.  The  girl  was  held  to  be 
bound  to  know  the  law,  and,  therefore. 
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the  act  being  a  crime  on  the  part  of  the 
mau,  she  was  accessory  to  that  crime. 
He  would  mako  bold  to  say  that  they 
might  have  some  very  nice  questions 
raised  on  this  point  with  regard  to  the 
girl's  being  an  accomplice,  whose  evi- 
dence could  not  be  received  without 
considerable  suspicion  ;  and  he  only 
hoped  the  House  would  find  that  they 
had  landed  themselves  in  some  of  these 
complications  by  attempting  to  make 
that  a  crims  which  Nature  never  meant 
to  be  so  interpreted.  He  could  not  say 
that  the  clause,  as  it  stood,  was  alto- 
gether what  he  should  have  made  it  if 
he  bad  had  the  drawing  of  it,  because 
he  saw  some  difficulty  in  the  way  in 
which  it  might  operate.  There  were 
many  hon.  Gentlemen  near  him  who 
felt  that  the  law  should  be  made  the 
same  for  both  sexes.  What  they  con- 
tended was  this — that  cases,  as  his 
learned  Friends  would  admit,  constantly 
occurred  in  which  girls  under  16  were  a 
hundred  times  more  culpable  than  the 
youths  whom,  in  reality,  they  seduoed — 
cases  where  the  girls  were  more  ad- 
vanced and  matured,  both  in  body  and 
mind;  and  yet,  as  the  Bill  stood,  the 
act  done  was  to  be  a  crime  on  the  part 
of  the  boy,  and  none  at  all  on  the  part 
of  the  girl.  That  appeared  to  bim  so 
utterly  preposterous  that  be  could  not 
understand  ho^  the  House  could  pos- 
sibly legislate  in  such  a  direction.  He 
put  it  to  those  who  were  responsible  for 
the  measure,  how  could  they  defend  so 
monstrous  a  proposition?  If  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  who  had  moved 
this  clause  went  to  a  division  he  (Mr. 
Hopwood)  should  vote  for  it. 

SiE  WILLIAM  HAECOURT  said, 
he  ttiought  tboro  was  a  very  simple 
answer  to  the  argument  of  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  opposite  (Mr.  Staveley 
Hill).  The  sasumption  of  the  Bill  was 
that  a  girl  under  16  could  never  be  a 
consenting  parly;  that  a  girl  of  that 
age  would  bo  in  exactly  the  same  posi- 
tion as  a  girl  under  13  was  placed  in 
by  the  existing  law.  Therefore,  the 
ai^uments  employed  by  his  hon.  Friends 
who  supported  the  clause  applied  equally 
to  the  state  of  things  under  the  pre- 
sent law.  Whether  it  was  right  or 
wrong  to  raise  the  a^e  to  1 6  was  a  ques- 
tion that  bad  already  Iirpu  determined 
by  the  House.  As  tho  Bill  now  stood,  the 
age  of  consent  had  been  raisedfrom  13 
to  16,  and  the  assumption  was  that  a 
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g'irl  Wis  not  to  be  conBidered  capable  of  f  that  a  girl  brought  herself  ander  thi 


giving  consent  until  ehe  was  IG.  His 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Hali- 
fax (Mr.  Stansfeld)  and  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Hackney  (Mr.  Stuart) 
would  seem  to  place  those  under  16  on 
an  equality,  in  this  respect,  with  those 
shove  that  age. 

Mb.  (JHEGOEY  did  not  think  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Stockport 
(Mr.  Hopwood)  would  have  made  some 
of  the  observationa  be  had  addressed  to 
the  House  on  this  subject  if  he  had  had 
the  experience  which  had  fallen  to  his 
(Mr.  Gregory's)  lot  in  regard  to  the 
description  of  crime  with  which  it  was 
proposed  to  deal.  In  numerous  bases 
that  were  brought  to  his  knowledge  the 
girls  were  the  daughters  of  very  respect- 
able persons,  and  had  been  sent  to  ser- 
vice at  a  very  early  age,  whereby  they 
were  often  exposed  to  all  sorts  of  temp- 
tations, such,  for  instance,  as  they  were 
subjected  to  in  public-houses  or  lodging 
bonses.  Those  girls  required  every  pro- 
tection, and  he  did  not  think  it  would  be 
right,  in  cases  where  they  might  have 
yielded  to  temptation,  to  send  them  to 
reformatories,  and  thus  to  stigmatize 
them  as  criminals  before  the  world.  He 
certainly  protested  against  any  such  pro- 
posal. 

Me.  STAN8FELD  said,  he  rose  to 
protest  against  the  interpretation  put 
by  his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Darby  (Sir  William  Harcourt)  on 
the  position  taken  by  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Hackney  (Mr.  Stuart) 
and  himself.  They  believed  in  the 
equality  of  men  and  women ;  but  they 
had  never  believed  in  the  equality  of 
children  with  them.  The  existing  law 
was,  as  the  right  bon.  Qentleman  had 
said,  for  the  protection  of  female  chil- 
dren below  the  age  at  which  they  had 
hitherto  been  supposed  capable  of  giving 
consent ;  and  they  knew  that  under  the 
age  given  in  this  Bill  they  were  not 
capable  of  giving  consent.  Therefore, 
they  were  not  on  an  equality  with  men 
and  women. 

Mb.  J.  G.  TALBOT  thought  it  would 
be  desirable  to  alter  the  framing  of  the 
clause  under  discussion  by  substituting 
for  the  words  "reformatoir  school" 
the  words  "industrial  school,  and  that, 
instead  of  the  matter  being  left  to  the 
jury,  it  should  be  left  at  the  discretion 
of  ^a  Judge  to  take  the  action  required. 
He  did  not  think itconld  be  mtiintoined 
Sir  William  Sarceurt 


category  of  those  for  whom  reformatory 
schools  were  designed— namely,  those 
who  had  been  convicted  of  crime — even 
when  she  was  a  consenting  party ;  but 
there  could  be  no  doubt  that  she  took 
part  in  an  act  of  great  indecency,  and 
might  very  properly  be  made  the  inmate 
of  an  induBtrial  school.  He,  therefore, 
suggested  that  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  should  amend  the  clause  in  the 
manner  proposed. 

Mr.  «TAVELEY  HILL  said,  he 
should  be  happy  to  adopt  the  sugges- 
tion of  his  hou.  Friend  the  Member  for 
the  Hnivereity  of  Oiford  (Mr.  Talbot). 

Mr.  cavendish  BENTINOK 
thought  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
did  well  to  accept  the  Amendment  jnst 
proposed. 

Mr.  WAETON  concurred  very  much 
with  what  had  fallen  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  late  Home  Secre- 
tary (Sir  William  Harcourt),  as  it  was 
quite  clear  that  the  Bill  was  drawn  on 
the  asaumptJon  that  a  girl  under  16  was 
incapable  of  giving  consent;  and,  that 
being  so,  he  put  it  to  the  House  why 
should  that  fact  not  be  expressed  in  ths 
clause  ?  In  Chapter  4o  of  the  Act  3  &  4 
Fid.,  it  was  expressly  stated  that  con- 
sent was  no  dt'fence  where  the  girl  was 
under  the  age  of  13  ;  and  if  were  not  so 
stated  here  it  might  he  held  that  the 
girl  could  consent.  He  quite  agreed 
with  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Stockport  (Mr.  Hopwood)  that  a  great 
many  girls  under  the  age  of  16  knew 
quite  as  much  as  the  boys,  and  often  a 
great  deal  more. 

Un.  PIOTON  thought  the  clause 
would  introduce  a  very  dangerous  prin- 
ciple into  their  law,  as  it  would  consti- 
tute about  the  only  case  in  which  a  per- 
son might  bo  committed  to  a  period  of 
confinement  without  being  first  tried. 
The  clause  would  enable  the  Judge,  on 
the  conviction  of  any  prisoner  charged 
with  an  offence  against  a  girl  under 
the  age  of  15,  to  inquire  of  the  juiy 
whether  they  found  that  the  act  was 
done  with  the  consent  of  the  girl ;  and 
without  the  girl  having  been  called 
npou  to  plead,  but  on  a  mere  side  issue 
like  this  as  to  the  impression  in  the 
minds  of  the  jnry,  the  girl  might  be 
deprived  of  her  liberty  for  two  years. 
He  thought  that  to  adopt  this  clause 
would  be  to  introduce  a  very  bad  and  a 
very  dangerous  precedent.    The  object 
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of  this  part  of  the  Bill  vae  to  treat 
'  young  gtrla  as  not  liaviog  the  right  to 
consent ;  and  he  hoped  tha  House  would 
not  come  to  a  contrary  conclusion  by 
raising  the  assumption  of  consent. 

Me.  W.  8.  ALLEN  eaid,  the  effect  of 
adopting  the  clause  proposed  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  (Ur. 
Staveley  Hill)  would  be  to  render  that 
part  ol  the  Bill  absolutely  nugatory, 
because  parents  would  never  corns  for- 
ward to  prosecute  where  they  saw  there 
was  a  chance  of  having  their  own  chil- 
dren punished.  He  could  hardly  ima- 
gine any  clause  that  would  work  more 
cruelly  or  unjustly. 

Question  put,  and  fugattwd. 

Me.  LABOTJCHERE  said,  he  rose 
to  move  a  clause  he  had  put  upon  the 
Paper 

Mr.  WAETON  rose  to  Order.  He 
wished  to  ask  whether  the  clause  about 
to  be  moved  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Northampton,  and  which  dealt  with  a 
totally  different  class  of  offence  to  that 
against  which  the  Bill  was  directed,  was 
within  the  scope  of  the  Bill  ? 

SIR.SPEAKEII:  At  this  stage  of  the 
Bill  anything  con  be  introduced  into  it 
by  leave  of  the  House. 

Me.  LABOTJCHERE  said,  his  Amend- 
ment was  as  follows: — After  Clause  9, 
to  insert  the  following  clause  : — 

"  Adj  male  peraon  n-ho,  ia  public  or  private, 


procures  or  attempts  to  procure  the 
by  any  male  person  of,  anf  act  of  srou  indecency 
with  another  male  Derson,  «hall  hb  guilty  of  a 
tnisdemeuioar,  and,  being  convicted  thereof, 
■hall  be  liable,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Court, 
to  be  impriaoned  for  any  term  not  exceeding 
one  year  with  or  vithout  hard  labour." 
That  was  his  Amendment,  and  the 
meaning  of  It  was  that  at  present  any 
person  on  whom  an  assault  of  the  kind 
here  dealt  with  was  committed  must  be 
under  the  age  of  13,  and  the  object  with 
which  ha  had  brought  forward  this 
clause  was  to  make  tbe  law  applicable 
to  any  person,  whether  under  the  age 
of  13  or  over  that  age.  He  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  discuss  the  pro- 
posal at  any  length,  as  ho  understood 
Her  Majesty's  Government  were  willing 
to  accept  it.  He,  therefore, deft  it  for  tbe 
House  and  the  Oovernment  to  deal  with 
as  might  be  thought  best. 

New  Clause  (Outrages  on  public  de> 
cency,) — {Mr.  Zaiouehtre,)— brought  up, 
and  read  the  tirst  and  second  time. 
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Me.  HOPWOOD  said,  he  did  not 
wish  to  say  anything  against  the  clause  ; 
but  he  would  point  out  that  under  the 
law  OB  it  stood  at  tbe  present  moment 
the  kind  of  offence  indicated  could  not 
be  an  offence  in  the  case  of  any  person 
above  the  age  of  13,  and  in  the  case  of 
any  person  under  the  age  of  13  there 
could  be  no  consent. 

SiK  HENEY  JAMEa  said,  the  olanse 
proposed  to  restrict  the  punishment  for 
the  offence  dealt  with  to  one  year's  im- 
prisonment, with  orwithouthard  labour. 
He  would  move  to  amend  the  clause  by 
omitting  the  word  "one,"  in  the  last 
line  of  the  clause,  and  substituting  the 
word  "  two." 

Me.  LABOUCHERE  had  no  objec- 
tion to  the  Amendment. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to,  and 
addtd  to  the  Bill. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE  said,  he  did  not 
know  how  the  next  clause,  put  down  in 
his  name,  as  to  the  cessation  of  parental 
authority,  bad  got  upon  the  Paper.  He 
supposed  it  was  by  some  accident ;  but 
as  he  did  not  intend  to  more  it,  he 
would,  with  the  permission  of  the  House, 
move  the  clause  following  it — namely — 

"  In  cases  where  it  ia  proved  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Court  that  the  seduction  or  prostitu- 
tion of  a  girl  under  the  ago  of  sixteen  has  been 
encouraged,  facilitated,  or  favoured  by  her 
father,  mother,  guurdian,  master,  or  mistress, 
it  ahall  he  in  the  power  of  the  Court  to  direst 
such  father,  mother,  guardian,  master,  or  mis- 
trans,  of  all  authority  over  her,  and  to  appoint 
any  person  or  persoos  witling  to  take  oharge  of 
such  girl  to  be  her  guardian  until  she  has 
attained  the  age  of  tvenly-one,  or  any  age 
below  this  as  the  Court  may  direct." 

He  would  esplain  the  object  of  this 
clause  as  briefly  as  he  could.  Let  the 
House  suppose  the  case  of  a  girl  of,  say, 
13  years  of  age,  whom  someone  had 
been  prosecuted  for  outraging,  and 
that,  in  the  course  of  the  proceedings, 
it  had  been  shown  that  the  parents  had 
favoured  and  facilitated  the  seduction 
or  prostitution  of  the  girl,  it  seemed  to 
bim  a  most  monstrous  thing  that  that 
girl  should  be  sent  back  to  the  care  and 
custody  of  her  parents.  When  tbe  Bill 
was  in  Committee  he  had  brought  for- 
ward a.  clause  somewhat  to  the  effect  of 
the  present  proposal;  but  it  contained 
tbe  provision  that  the  girl  should  be 
sent  to  a  reformatory,  and,  no  doubt, 
there  were  certain  objections  to  that 
course — objections  which  had  heen 
urged  just  now  to  the  clause  proposed 
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bj  the  hoD.  and  learned  Gentleman  op- 
poaito  (Mr.  Staveley  HiU).  It  would  be 
Been  that  hy  the  present  ciause  it  was 
proposed  that  the  Court  nhould  bo 
allowed — 

"  To  appoint  any  person  or  persons  willing 
to  talis  clurgo  of  auch  girl  to  be  her  guar- 

That  provUion  would  allow  the  Court  to 
send  the  f^irl  to  one  of  tlie  homee  which 
were  being  kopt  up  for  purposes  of 
charity,  if  such  home  were  willing  to 
receive  her.  Ho  had  received  a  letter 
from  Miss  "Webb,  the  I-ady  Superinten- 
dent of  the  Cliatham  Lu«k  Hoapital,  in 
which  that  lady  said  she  wiabed  to  state 
a  fact  in  regard  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Stockport's  (Mr.  Hopwood's) 
opposition  to  the  proposal  that  the  cus- 
tody of  any  girl  under  16  being  placed 
in  any  other  hands  than  those  of  her 
parents.  A  few  years  ago  a  girl  under 
16  and  her  mother  were  in  Mies  Webb's 
hospital  at  the  same  time.  The  mother 
iras  dischai^ed  first,  and  the  girl  asked 
Miss  Webb  to  put  her  in  a  home  un- 
known to  her  mother.  This  was  done, 
and  the  mother  wont  to  Miss  Webb  and 
abused  her,  and  afterwards  applied  to 
the  magistrates  in  order  tbat  she  might 
recover  the  child  for  purposes  of  prosti- 
tution. The  mother  took  the  girl  out  of 
the  houBO,  and  she  was  soon  on  the 
streets  again,  and  was  now 
of  the  worst  brothels  in  Chatham. 

New  Clause  (Custody  of  girls  under 
sixteen,) — (J/r.  Lahouehere,) — brought  up, 
and  read  the  first  and  second  time. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
BioiiARD  Webstek)  said,  he  was  sorry  he 
was  unable  to  approve  of  the  insertion 
ot  the  clause  as  it  appeared  on  the  Paper- 
He  must  remind  the  hon.  Member  for 
Northampton  (Mr.  Labouchere)  that  it 
was  open  to  the  objection  pointed  out  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Derby  (Sir  William  Harcourt)  in  the 
discussion  that  had  taken  place  on  an- 
other clause,  inasmuch  as  it  dealt  with 
the  position  of  the  parents,  and  would 
override  the  obligation  of  the  father 
and  mother,  which  was  a  matter  with 
which  the  Bill  did  not  deal,  and  was  not 
intended  to  deal.  He  could  not  think  it 
would  be  a  wise  thing  to  attempt  to  deal 
with  this  question  in  the  manner  pro- 
posed by  the  clauso. 

Mr.  GREGORY  said,  there  was  a 
good  deal  to  bo  said  in  favour  of  this 
Mr.  Labouchere 


clause  which,  in  the  event  of  it  being 
shown  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Court 
that  the  parents  or  persons  having  con- 
trol of  tho  girl  were,  for  the  reasons 
stated,  morally  unfit  to  have  such  con- 
trol any  longer,  enabled  the  Court  to 
divest  them  of  such  control  and  to  ap- 
point as  guardian  any  other  person  or 
persons  willing  to  take  charge  of  her. 
Well,  he  thought  that  was  not  an  unrea- 
sonable proposal,  because  there  were 
many  persons  and  many  institutions 
which,  under  the  unfortunate  circnm- 
atances  described  in  the  clause,  would 
be  willing  to  provide  for  a  girl  at  the 
period  of  life  named.  It  wau  simply 
to  give  those  persons  or  institutions  the 
power  of  guardianship  over  the  child 
—to  give  them  that  legal  authority 
which,  as  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton (Mr.  Labouchere)  had  pointed 
out,  they  would  not  have  if  the  Amend- 
ment were  not  adopted.  On  the  whole, 
ho  was  inclined  to  support  the  clause. 

Mit.  HOPWOOD  said,  he  thought  there 
was  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  in  the  way 
of  accepting  the  clause  as  it  stood.  No 
procedure,  no  forms  were  provided.  The 
jurisdiction  of  the  Court  was  not  deGned. 
He  hardly  thought  that  either  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton  (Mr.  Labon- 
chere)or  the  hon.  Memberfor  East  Sussex 
(Mr.  Gregory)  had  considered  that  point. 
It  would  appear  that  somebody  had  to 
get  up  and  ask  the  Judge  to  let  them 
have  the  body  of  the  child ;  but  there 
was  no  means  provided  which  would 
allow  the  Court  to  form  its  mind  in  the 
matter.  What  was  it  that  the  ban. 
Member  proposed  to  put  on  the  Court 
to  deal  with?  He  had  formulated  no 
procedure  for  the  Court  to  be  guided  by, 
and  he  (Mr.  Hopwood)  said  therefore 
that  the  clause  was  a  mere  irutum  fulmen, 
and  that  they  would  be  stultifying  them- 
selves if  they  inserted  in  the  Bill  these 
benevolent  but  crudely  expressed  in- 
tentions. 

SiH  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  said, 
he  was  very  much  in  favour  of  this 
clause,  although  he  could  not  see  exactly 
how  it  would  work.  It  was  true  enough, 
as  his  hon.  Friend  said,  that  the  persons 
referred  to  in  the  clause  ought  not  to  be 
guardians  of  the  child  under  the  circum- 
stances. No  one  doubted  that;  but  it 
would  require  a  great  deal  of  considera- 
tion before  the  clause  could  be  properly 
elaborated.  Suppose  the  Court  deprived 
the  parents  of  the  guardianship,  and 
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BuppoBO  it  was  given  to  a  persoQ  whom 
they  would  BBsume  to  be  an  excellent 
pei'soa — what  if  that  perecn  died  in  the 
following  week?  That  was  an  important 
consideration.  Then,  again,  a  appose 
that,  the  now  guardian  being  ap- 
pointed, the  child  were  to  run  away, 
the  new  guardian  would  have  no  power 
to  compel  the  child  to  go  baok  again, 
and  the  parents,  he  presumed,  would 
return  to  their  obligation  to  support  the 
child. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AssnEToN  Citoss)  eaid.  the  parunts, 
at  all  events,  would  be  liable  for  the 
support  of  the  child  under  the  existing 
law ;  if  children  were  taken  into  the 
workhouse  the  parents  were  liable  for 
their  keep.  But  if  this  clause  became 
law,  and  if  the  parents  were  as  bad  as 
they  were  supposed,  they  might  not  be 
unwilling  to  facilitate  e^il  practices, 
when  they  knew  that  they  could  get  rid 
of  their  reeponsibUity. 

Mb.  M'LAEEN  pointed  out  that  this 
difficulty  would  vanish  if  there  were 
power  given  to  anyone  to  take  out  a 
summons  to  make  the  child  a  ward  of 
Court. 

Hr.  ELTON  eaid,  he  should  support 
the  proposal  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Nortliamptou  (Mr.  Labouchere).  He 
wished  to  point  out  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Stockport  (Mr. 
Hopwood)  had  in  the  course  of  his  ob- 
servations departed  from  the  obvious 
meaning  of  the  olause  by  reading  it  as 
if  the  Court  might  deolaro  a  fit  person 
CO  take  chaise  of  the  child ;  whereas  the 
olause  distinctly  stated  that  it  was  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Court  to 
appoint  4  gudrdiau.  That  was  perfectly 
legal  language.  The  matter  turned  on 
the  old  question,  "  what  was  a  guardian 
and  what  was  not?"  With  regard  to 
the  question  as  to  what  was  to  become 
of  the  child  if  the  guardian  appointed 
by  the  Court  were  to  die — why,  then  the 
Court  could  appoint  another.  [Sir 
Henbt  James:  No.}  He  thought  the 
Court  could  do  so.  Finally,  as  to  the 
feeding  the  child.  Of  course,  the  parents' 
obligation  to  do  that  would  remam,  whe- 
ther there  was  a  guardian  appointed  or 
not.  For  those  reasons  he  should  vote 
for  the  clause. 

Ma.  DILLWTN  said,  he  hoped  the 
House  would  agree  to  the  proposal  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton  (Mr. 
Labouohero).   He  believed  that  the  only 


chance  of  rescuing  girls  in  the  position 
described  was  to  take  them  away  from 
their  natural  guardians  who  had  vio- 
lated their  trust.  He  hoped  his  hon. 
Friend  would  divide  the  House  on  his 
Motion,  in  which  case  he  should  feel  it 
hia  duty  to  support  him. 

Mr.  THOROLD  EOGERS  said,  he 
was  always  alarmed  when  the  occupants 
of  the  two  Front  Benches  united  in  say- 
ing that  a  clause  which  was  sound  in 
principle  was  unworkable  in  practice. 
He  maintained  that  it  n'as  the  duty  of 
the  Government  for  the  time  being, 
when  a  clause  was  accepted  in  principle, 
to  find  out  means  by  which  it  could  be 
made  to  work.  A  case  had  been 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Momber  for 
Northampton  (Mr.  Labouchere)  to  which 
the  proposed  clause  would  very  pro- 
perly apply.  But  he  (Mr.  Rogers)  re- 
membered a  case  more  fitting  than  that. 
It  was  a  case  of  a  man  eonvicted  of  a 
crioiinal  assault  on  his  two  children. 
Although  the  man  had  a  severe  eentence 
passed  upon  him  his  parental  rights 
survived,  and  the  Guardians  of  the  Poor 
had  to  get  the  consent  of  this  very  man 
— this  abominable  villain — to  send  the 
two  children  out  of  tho  country.  Ap- 
plication was  made  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  on  behalf  of  the  children 
of  this  wretch;  and  the  Local  Qovom- 
msnt  Board  informed  the  Guardians  that 
they— the  Guardians — could  not  find  the 
means  for  allowing  the  children  to  emi- 
grate. But  the  Guardians,  he  might 
say,  broke  the  law.  and  he  thought 
rightly.  They  sent  the  children  away. 
He  wanted  to  know  what  was  to  be  the 
remedy  in  cases  of  abomination  like 
that?  It  was  a  far  stronger  case  than 
that  which  had  been  brought  forward 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton. 
His  experience  was  that  parental  rights 
should  cease  when  they  were  neglected 
or  violated  in  the  manner  described  in 
the  clause.  This  was  a  single  case,  and 
the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton  had 
touched  on  one  of  a  similar  <maracter. 
It  was  perfectly  well  known  that  there 
were  a  number  of  wretohes  in  the  coun- 
try who  would  commit  outrages  on  their 
own  children,  and  then  insist  on  their 
parental  rights. 

Mb.  a.  M'ARTHTIR  said,  he  hoped 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton 
would  press  the  clause  on  the  House. 
Unfortunately,  there  existed  a  number 
of   dissipated  parents  who  sent   their 
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children  into  the  attests,  and  encouraged 
them  to  become  proatitutea.  Id  the  in- 
tereeta  of  children  this  clause  waa,  in 
his  opinioD,  one  that  ought  to  be  ac- 
cepted, in  order  that  they  should  not  he 
left  under  the  control  of  such  parents — 
human  beings  only  in  name. 

Sib  HEXRY  JAMES  said,  he  thought 
it  would  meet  the  desire  of  the  House 
if  Eome  such  clause  aa  that  propoaed  by 
tbe  hon.  Member  for  Northampton  could 
be  accepted.  With  that  object,  he  be- 
lieved, if  they  put  their  hands  to  the 
work,  they  would  be  able  to  frame  a 
clause  that  would  probably  receive  the 
approval  of  the  House.  He  therefore 
suggested  that  one  way  of  dealing  with 
the  objections  raised  to  the  clause  would 
be  to  insert  these  words — 

"  And  the  High  Court  of  Chancorj'  shall 
have  power  from  time  to  time  to  rescind  or  vary 
such  order  or  appoint  aoy  other  p«r>OD  or  per- 
■on*  aa  guftrdiaOB." 

It  was,  he  thought,  advisable  that  those 
words  should  be  introduced.  He  sup- 
posed the  case  of  a  good  father  and  had 
mother;  if  the  father  died,  the  question 
would  arise  whether  tbe  child  should  go 
back  to  the  mother. 

Mr.  LTULPH  STANLEY  Said,  it 
appeared  to  him  that  the  clause  was 
right  in  principle,  and  that  it  might  he 
worked  on  tbe  lines  of  the  present  law, 
which  allowed  any  girl  who  waa  an  in- 
mate of  a  brothel,  and  under  14  years 
of  age,  to  be  aent  to  an  induatrial 
school.  There  was,  in  his  opinion,  no 
moral  difference  between  keeping  a  girl 
in  a  brothel  and  a  parent  making  a 
profit  by  putting  his  child  in  the  way  of 
vice;  and  therefore  be  thought  that  the 
machinery  of  the  industrial  schools 
might  be  very  properly  used  in  thiacase, 
although  he  could  quite  understand  the 
feeling  of  some  hon.  Members  in  not 
wishing  to  bring  the  industrial  achools 
under  the  provisions  of  the  proposed 
clause.  It  could,  however,  be  done 
with  safety,  aubject  to  certain  restric- 
tions. There  waa,  of  course,  a  distinc- 
tion to  be  drawn  in  the  case  of  a  girl 
whose  father  or  mother  were  not  fit  to 
be  entrusted  with  her  guardianship. 
He  thought  that  this  suggestion  would 
meet  one  of  the  difficulties  that  had 
been  referred  to  in  the  course  of  this 
discussion,  because  when  a  child  was 
sent  to  an  industrial  school  an  order 
could  be  made  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  child,  and  therefore  the  parents 
Mr,  A.  Jf'Arihur 


would  not  get  rid  of  their  obligation  to 
contribute  to  its  support.  It  would, 
hoirever,  be  necessary  to  provide  that 
the  parents'  right  of  custody  should 
cease  in  the  case  of  children  sent  to 
industrial  schools,  because  it  was  a  well- 
known  fact  that  parents  who  were  very 
worthless  came  to  the  doors  of  the 
schools  in  order  to  get  possession  of 
children  the  moment  they  reached  the 
age  of  16.  and  return  them  to  the  paths 
of  vice.  He  thought  that  the  machinery 
of  the  industrial  schools  would  be  the 
best  that  could  bo  used  in  respect  of  the 
custody  of  the  children  in  question. 

Ma.  WAHTON  said,  he  thought  hon. 
Members  were  by  degrees  coming  to 
something  like  an  agreement  on  this 
aubject.  The  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton (Mr.  Labouchere)  had,  however, 
uaed  singularly  infelicitous  words  in 
speaking  of  "seduction  and  prostitu- 
tion." He  thought  it  would  be  more 
correct  if  the  clause  ran — 

"  In  ctuei  vhere  it  ia  proved  to  the  miialae. 
tion  of  the  Court  thnt  the  abduction  of  the 
girl  nnder  the  age  of  liiteen  has  been  en- 
conwged,  facilitated,  or  fnToured  by  the  father, 
mother,  guardian,  &a." 

but  then,  again,  the  word  prostitution 
was  used  improperly.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  the  cases  contemplated  by  the  4th 
and  5tb  olauaes  of  the  Bill  were  not 
cases  of  seduction  or  prostitution ;  and 
he  ventured  to  suggest  most  respectfully 
that  it  would  be  better  to  alter  soma 
other  clause  of  the  Bill,  and  say  "  whea 
on  trial  under  the  4th  and  Sth  sections 
of  the  Act."  That  would  get  rid  of  the 
incongruity  of  words. 

Me.  DAVENPORT  said,  it  appeared 
to  him  that  the  difficulty  with  regard  to 
the  question  of  guardians  bad  been  dis- 
posed of  by  the  discussion  which  had 
taken  place.  Although  he  agreed  with 
the  hon.  Member  for  Oldham  (Mr. 
Lyulph  Stanley^  that  the  provisions  of 
the  Industrial  Schools  Act  should  be 
applied  under  this  clause  as  far  as  em- 
powering the  Court  to  compel  the 
parents  to  contribute  to  the  maintan- 
anoe  of  a  child  under  the  care  of  a 
guardiau,  he  protested  against  those 
children  being  sent  to  induatrial  schools. 
He  thought  they  might  be  sent  to  re- 
formatories, but  not  to  these  schools ; 
and  he  said  that  in  the  interest  of  the 
children  in  tbe  sohools,  some  of  whom 
were  thieves,  but  who,  for  the  most  part, 
had  not  committed  any  offence  against 
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the  lav,  but  ^impl;  broken  away  from 
the  control  of  the  parenta.  He  thought 
it  would  work  most  injuriously  to  them  to 
introduce  a  number  of  girls  of  the  cha- 
racter  posaCBeed  by  those  dealt  with  in 
the  clause.  If  the  clause  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton  were  read  a 
second  time,  he  hoped  the  Amendment 
suggestod  by  the  late  Attorney  General 
( Sir  Henry  Jamea]  would  he  introduced ; 
and  he  would  also  amcod  the  clause  by 
giving;  power  to  the  Court  to  make  an 
order  on  the  parents  for  the  payment  of 
each  sums  and  on  such  conditions  as  the 
Court  might  think  fit. 

Question,  "That  the  Clause  he  read  a 
second  time,"  put,  and  agreti  to. 

Amendment  propoBod, 

In  line  1,  to  Igstd  out  tlia  n-ords  "  In  caaea 
■where,"  ftnd  ioBert  the  wonJ«  "  Where  on  the 
trial  of  in;  person  for  an  offence  under  this 
Act." — {^i>  Smn/  Janut.) 

Amendment  agretdto. 

Kb.  J.  G.  TALBOT  suggested  that 
instead  of  the  words  "seduction  and 
prostitution"  the  word  "defilement" 
should  be  substituted. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HAECOUBT  said, 
the  alteration  would  be  unnecessary, 
because  they  had  agreed  to  insert  the 
words — "  Where  on  the  trial  of  any  per- 
son for  an  offense  imder  this  Act." 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  line  3,  aft«r  the  word  "gnardian,"  to  in- 
■ert  Uie  voids  "  by  uty  person  hsfing  the  Uw. 
ful  charge  or  authority  over  such  gitl." — [Mr, 
J.  G.  TalM.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  attorney  QENEEAL  (Sir 
KiCHARD  Webster)  said,  he  thought 
that  "father  and  mother"  ought  cer- 
tainly to  stand  in.  Whether  it  was 
necessary  to  insert  the  words  proposed 
hy  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Uniyersity 
of  Oxford  (Mr.  J.  0.  Talbot]  it  was  for 
the  House  to  consider;  but,  certainly, 
he  did  not  think  it  would  be  right  to 
leave  out  father  or  mother  or  guardian. 

Mb.  8TAVELEY  HILL  thought  it 
would  be  euf&cient  if  they  said  "  father, 
mother,  guardian,  master,  or  mistress." 
He  did  not  think  "  step-father  or  step- 
mother "  was  at  all  necessary. 

Mr.  LABOUCIIEEE  said,  he  would 
explain  the  way  in  which  this  clause 
had  been  drafted.  He  had  had  some 
doubts  on  the  matter,  and  he  had  taken 


it  to  one  legal  gentleman  who  drew  it 
up.  Thenhehad takenittoanotherlegat 
gentleman,  who  had  said,  "  Oh,  he's  a 
fool,"  and  had  drawn  up  another  clause. 
If  he  had  taken  it  to  20  other  legal  gen- 
tlemen he  had  no  doubt  he  woiud  have 
had  20  different  opinions. 

Question  put,  and  negativti. 

Mk.  davenport  then  proposed, 
at  the  end  of  the  clause,  to  add  the 
words— 

"  And  tho  Court  maj'  mako  an  order  upon 
the  parent  for  the  payment  towards  the  expansa 
of  the  maiatenance  of  the  girl  of  such  sum,  and 
under  such  conditions,  tu  to  the  Court  may  seem 
right." 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  said, 
the  hon.  Member  must  give  the  power 
under  the  Industrial  Schools  Act.  They 
must  have  some  maohineiy. 

Mb.  BROADHURST  said,  he  would 
like  to  know  who  the  money  was  to  be 
paid  to  ? 

Mr.  DAYENPORT  ssid,  that  was  to 
be  left  within  the  discretion  of  the 
Court. 

Mr.  ONSLOW  thought  it  would  be 
hardly  enough  to  say  "the  parent,"  for 
the  child  might  not  have  a  parent.  It 
should  run  "parent,  guardian,  master, 
or  mistress." 

Sir  WILUAM  HAECOURT  was 
afraid  that  was  a  fatal  objection,  as 
it  would  be  impossible  to  enforce  the 
penalty  against  anyone  but  the  father 
or  the  mother. 

Mr.  BRYGE  pointed  out  that  this 
was  an  order  that  might  be  made  be- 
hind the  back  of  the  father ;  and,  there- 
fore, they  must  put  in  some  provision  to 
enable  htm  to  apply  to  have  such  an 
order  rescinded. 

Mr.  DAVENPORT  said,  he  was  will- 
ig  to  withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdratcn. 

Sir  henry  JAMES  proposed  to 
add,  at  the  end  of  the  clause,  these 
words — 

KuA  the  Court  shall  have  the  povrer  from 
to  time  to  reaoind  or  vary  aach  order  by 
the  appoiDtmeDt  of  such  Kuardiau  or  in  other 

He  had  not  much  faith  in  olausee  drawn 
n  this  hurried  manner ;  but  he  had 
done  his  best  to  meet  the  views  of  the 
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Question,  "  That  those  words  bo  there 
iDBSTted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Tub  attorney  GENEBAL  (Sir 
ItiCHABD  Webster)  said,  he  would  not 
divide  the  House  on  the  clause ;  but  be 
would  repeat  what  his  right  bon.  and 
learned  Friend  opposite  (Sir  Henry 
James)  had  said.  It  was  not  a  practi- 
cable clause,  and  it  was  a  mistake  to  in- 
snrt  it  in  the  Bill. 

Clause,  &a  amended,  add»d. 

Ms.  STAVELEY  HILL  begged  to 
move  the  following  new  clause : — 

"Every  ponon  aellia^,  circulating,  or  dii- 
tributing,  ot  writiDj;,  priating;,  or  publishiDg, 
with  a  Tiew  to  lucb  aals,  circulation,  or  dia- 
tribution.  Bay  matter  or  thing  calcul&ted  or 
tendiDg  to  debauch,  ahull  be  guilty  of  a  mia- 
dBmeanonr,  and,  being  convicted  thereof,  ahall 
ba  liable  to  be  impriaoned  for  a  period  of  not 
moro  Uutn  two  yeara.  and  to  tw  fined  a.  aum  not 
exceeding  two  himdrcd  pounde,  nnd  all  auch 
writing,  prints,  or  publications  (hall  be  KJiod 
and  deatroyad." 

Tbe  offence  which  this  clause  aimed  at 
should,  in  bis  opinion,  be  punishable 
with  two  years'  imprisonment  and  tbe 
imposition  of  a  fins  not  exceeding  £300. 
Such  a  clause  as  that  was  necessaty  at 
this  time,  whivh  during  tbe  tenure  of 
Office  by  the  present  Home  Secretary 
had  become  the  Augustan  era  of  obscene 
literature.  Just  rscently  a  newspaper, 
failing  in  its  circulation,  and  having  a 
very  great  difficulty  to  maintain  its  own 
in  tbe  world,  thought  by  a  very  sensa- 
tional report  to  regain  its  circulation 

Mr.  BEYCK  asked  whether  the  re- 
marks the  bon.  and  learned  Qontleman 
was  making  were  relevant  to  tbe  issue 
be  was  puttinji  before  the  House  ? 

Me.  SPEAKER  said,  that  as  far  as 
tbe  bon.  and  learned  Qentleman  had 
gone  his  remarks  were  certainly  rele- 
vant. 

Mb.  STAVELEY  HILL  said,  this 
journal  had  invented  for  that  purpose 
new  fables  and  stories  which,  they  might 
depend  upon  it,  as  every  day  went  by, 
would  be  shown  to  be  entirely  false  and 
groundless,  by  which  there  bad  been 
brought  about  a  state  of  things  which, 
he  would  venture  to  suggest,  bad  done 
more  than  anything  with  respect  to  that 
which  it  bad  been  said  it  was  intended  to 
prevent,  towards  debauching  the  minds 
of  young  people.  It  was  no  secret  that 
not  only  in  the  streets,  but  in  the  moat 
private  room  of  almost  every  houBehold 
in  the  country,  this  filthy  literature  had  i 


permeated  without  any  attempt  to  con- 
trol its  circulation.  "JV'on  oUf"  said 
the  smug  proprietor  of  this  journal,  as 
he  shovelled  tens  of  thousands  of  pounds 
into  bis  pocket.  "  Xon  okt"  he  re- 
peated, as  he  galvanized  into  lifa  this 
wretched  journal  that  was  falling  to 
pieces,  and,  by  means  of  its  circulation, 
produced  an  amount  of  prurient  inquiry 
among  those  who  otherwise  would  never 
have  touched  this  matteratoll,  andwbo, 
but  for  this  journal,  never  would  have 
known  it  in  any  shape  or  way.  Well, 
whatwasthsstateof  things  that  existed? 
He  said  if  this  journ^  could  not  be 
punished  it  ought  to  be  punished.  If 
there  was  a  state  of  things  brought  about 
tending  to  corrupt  the  mind,  as  stories 
of  this  kind  must  tend  to  by  exciting 
the  curiosity  of  young  people,  was  there 
no  law  to  prevent  it  ?  While  they  were 
now  placing  on  the  Statute  Book  a  mea- 
sure to  purify  the  bodiesof  young  people 
it  was  necessary,  at  tbe  same  time,  that 
they  should  endeavour  to  purify  their 
minds.  He  had  hoped  the  law  was  such 
as  to  cause  the  journal  in  question  to  be 
prosecuted.  He  remembered  a  case  of 
a  very  similar  nature,  where  a  book 
bearing  the  title  The  Co»fiiiional  Vn- 
tnatked,  and  published  by  a  Protestant 
Body,  professed  to  expose  the  errors  of 
the  Church  of  Borne.  On  its  title  page 
it  stated  that  the  practices  described 
within  would  convert  our  Eden  into  a 
Sodom.  The  book  was  seized,  its 
circulation  was  prohibited,  and  a  pro- 
secution was  instituted,  a  course  which 
should  have  been  followed  in  the  cose 
of  the  journal  in  question.  He  would 
have  thought  that  the  fact  of  that  pub- 
lication having  been  prosecuted  with 
success  would  have  been  enough  to  have 
induced  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown 
to  consider  that  it  would  have  been 
possible  to  have  prosecuted  in  this  case. 
He  would  read  part  of  the  Judgment 
of  Lord  Chief  Justice  Cockburn,  who 
tried  the  case  which  he  had  mentioned. 
Kie  Lordship  said — 

It  ia  aaid  that  the  Teapondent'i  porpoae  waa 
to  deprave  the  public  mind.  Ba  it  ao:  but 
then  the  question  proaonta  itself  in  thia  simple 
form.  Mayyou  commit  an  ofieuce  againat  the 
lawa  in  order  thereby  yon  may  effect  aome 
ulterior  object  which  you  have  in  view,  which 
may  ba  an  honest  aod  even  a  laudable  object  ? 
My  answer  is  emphatically  —  '  No  \ '  It  Steatl 
to  me.  to  adopt  the  afBrmatioD  of  that  view 
would  be  to  uphold  something  which,  in  my 
\o\w  of  what  is  ri.Eht  and  wrong,  would  bo  must 
!|ircbonaible.    Thia  book,  we  an  told,  ia  cir* 
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culated  It   the   ooTneia  of  straeta   and  in  all 

direction!;  tod,  of  ooune,  it  falla  into  the 
baods  of  all  classes— jroung  and  old — and  the 
minds  of  those  hitherto  purs  are  eiposod  to  the 
dtuiger  of  contaminatioD  and  pollution  from  the 
impurity  it  oontaing.  I  think  the  old  sound 
and  hooeat  maiiin,  that  jou  shall  not  do  evil 
that  good  rooy  como  of  it,  ia  applicable  in  law 
as  veil  as  in  morals." 

Well,  now,  be  oould  not  but  think  that 
it  was  a  great  pity  that  a  step  was  not 
taken  to  stop  the  circiilation  of  this 
paper,  which  had  done  an  infinity  of 
mischief.  He  knew  these  publications 
took  plaos  when  there  waa  practically  no 
permanent  Law  Officer  in  the  Qoyern- 
ment.  The  person  who  now  occupied 
the  Lord  Cbanoellor's  Office  was  in  a 
condition  of  transit  from  one  Office  to 
another,  and  the  present  Attorney  Gene- 
ral had  Boarcelj  assumed  Office.  But, 
he  sai^,  the  Home  Secretary,  with  his 
knowledge  of  the  evil  that  would  come 
of  it,  ought  to  have  stopped  the  cir- 
culation ot  this  filthy  paper.  But  the 
Home  Secretary  did  not  do  ao.  He  was 
bonnd,  therefore,  to  assume  that  he  did 
not  believe  the  law  was  sufficient  for  the 

Surpose ;  and,  therefore,  what  he  had  to 
0  was  to  furnish  in  this  clause  the 
power  of  dealing  with  such  matters  in 
the  future.  He  believed  that  under 
Lord  Oampbell's  Act  he  conld  only  seize 
and  destroy  the  journal  and  not  punish 
the  offender.  Now,  what  he  intended 
by  this  clause  was  that  the  offender 
should  be  punished.  TA4  Pall  Ifall 
OaattU,  as  a  friend  had  pointed  out 
to  him,  had,  in  one  of  its  latest  num- 
bers, moralized  in  this  manner — "Let 
us  not  too  suddenly  do  away  with 
prostitution,  because  by  that  means  you 
would  be  taking  away  oread  from  those 
poor  girls,  and  you  would  have  to  supply 
their  means  of  living  from  Imperial 
funds."  That  was  the  view  taken  by  a 
journal  professing  to  be  shocked  at  im- 
morality. He  could  only  suppose  the 
Home  Secretary  had  not  prosecuted  this 
journal  because  he  thought  the  laiv  was 
not  sufficient.  Under  these  ciroum- 
Btanoes,  he  entreated  the  House  to  pass 
this  clause.  He  had  seen  a  letter 
from  a  father  of  a  family  in  Ger- 
many, who  told  him  that  this  disgust- 
ing literature  was  largely  circulated 
there,  and  among  those  who  believed 
that  the  revelations  truly  represented 
the  general  state  of  things  in  England, 
snd  naming  distinguished  ttutesmen 
^vlio  wei-e  commonly  said  to  be  guilty 
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of  these  crimes ;  and  it  was  alleged  that 
this  was  the  reason  that  Tit  jpall  MaU 
Gaielte  had  not  been  prosecuted.  Then, 
he  said,  let  them  improve  tho  law  |  let 
them  see  what  was  done  in  other  coun- 
tries. He  found  that  in  America  tbej 
inflicted  a  fine  of  from  £20  to  £100, 
English  money,  with  from  one  to  five 
years'  imprisonment,  for  selling  obscene 
publications.  Woll,  if  that  was  the  law 
in  America,  let  it  be  the  law  in  England 
also.  Where  there  was  printing,  or  pub- 
lishing, or  selling,  ordietributiuKanymat- 
terortbingcalculated  to  debauch,  let  it  bo 
a  misdemeaoour.  He  was  sure  the  House 
would  not  think  he  was  too  severe  in 
suggestingthat  a  person  convicted  of  such 
a  crime  should  be  liable  to  imprisonment 
for  two  years,  and  to  a  fine  of  £200,  and 
that  the  publication  should  be  seized 
and  destroyed.  When  a  roan,  under  the 
pretence  of  public  duty,  did  this  kind  of 
thing  in  order  to  put  tens  of  thousands 
of  pounds  into  his  pocket,  and  when 
he  did  it  out  of  the  pockets  of  poor 
people  who  were  templed  to  believe 
such  stuff,  and  to  the  detriment  of  the 
pure-mindedness  of  the  young,  he 
thought  it  was  high  time  to  interfere 
and  to  punish  him  as  he  desen'ed,  and 
if  the  "cat"  were  added  it  would  be 
an  improvement. 

New  Clauso  (Sale  of  matter  tending  to 
debauch  amisdemeanour,) — {ilr.Stavelit/ 
Hill,)  —  brought  up,  and  read  the  first 
time. 

Motion  made,  and  Onestion  proposed, 
"That  the  said  Clause  be  now  read  a 
second  time." 

The  ATTOENEY  GENEEAL  (Sir 
RxcBABD  Wbbsteb)  said,  that  after  the 
somewhat  impassioned  speech  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  who  bad  just 
eat  down  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  say 
a  few  words.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  read  the  Law  Officers  of 
the  Crown  a  lecture  on  the  law  ;  but  he 
could  assure  him  it  was  altogether  un- 
necessary in  this  case,  as  they  were  per- 
fectly well  acquainted  with  the  law  on 
this  subject,  and  with  the  only  authority 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had 
quoted.  He  took  the  responsibility  of 
advising  the  Homo  Secretary  in  this 
matter.  The  whole  case  was  most  care- 
fully considered  by  the  Law  Officers  of 
the  Crown  and  by  still  higher  authori- 
ties, and  the  opinion  they  formed  was 
formed  upon  the  merits  of  the  case,  and 
2  y-  rri     I     C~.OO^Ic 
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with  a  perfect  acquaiotance  vith  the 
lair,  and  tti^y  came  to  the  coDctusion 
that  it  would  not  be  a  wise  or  prudent 
thing  to  proaecute  The  Pali  Mali  Gazettt 
newspaper,  and,  as  the  Home  Secretary 
had  Btaied  a  few  nights  ago,  they  never 
deviated  from  that  opinion.  A  prosecu- 
tion of  this  sort  had  to  ha  vary  carefully 
handled,  AS  itvery  frequently  aggravated 
the  mischief.  While  ha  did  not  justify 
tho  tone  and  language  of  that  paper, 
contended  that  in  such  a  case  as  this 
one  who  was  responsible  would  consider 
it  a  desirable  thing  to  prosecute.     £ 

Srosecutions  took  a  very  long  time,  and 
id  more  to  spread  the  mischief  than 
anything  else,  \_A  laugh.~\  His  hon. 
Friend  might  laugh  ;  but  he  contended 
that  there  were  oircumstances  in  this 
case  which  would  not  render  it  desirable 
to  proaecute.  The  law  as  it  stood  was 
quite  strong  enough,  and  did  not  re. 
quire  amendment;  but  he  would  like  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  what 
the  hon.  and  learned  Qentlemaa  pro- 
poaed.  What  did  he  propose?  That 
anyone — 

"  CircuIatiDg  snythin);  calculated  or  tandlng 
to  debsuch,  ahull  bo  g:uilty  of  a  misdeineanour, 
and,  being-  convicted  thereof,  ilmll  be  li&bla  to 
be  impriBoned  for  a  period  of  not  mora  than  two 

J9an,  and  to  ba  fined  a  luoi  not  eioeeding  tvo 
andred  pound*,  and  all  (aoh  writing,  prints, 
or  pnblicatiani  shall  b«  Miied  and  deetrojed. 

Well,  for  his  part,  he  did  not  think  that 
there  was  anything  did  more  harm  to 
the  minds  of  young  people  than  French 
novels.  Did  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman propose  that  the  sale  of  French 
novels  should  be  a  misdemeanour  F 
t"Oh,  oh!"J  Well,  all  he  could  aay 
was  that  he  ooneidered  that  these  cheap 
French  novels  were  as  calculated  to  de- 
bauch the  minds  of  young  people  as 
anything  else.  He  said  that  no  amend- 
ment of  the  law  was  required  ;  and  cer- 
tainly this  was  t)ot  the  time  to  deal  with 
suoh  a  matter,  or  with  any  other  matter 
unless  it  was  such  a  matter  as  was  dealt 
with  generally  by  the  BUI,  and,  in  any 
ease,  the  Amendment  would  not  be  an 
amendment  of  the  law,  nor  would  it 
meet  tbe  case  of  the  placing  before  the 
public  matters  that  were  obscene. 

Mr.  GEORGE  EU8SELL  said,  be 
bad  no  objection  to  this  clause  ;  but  he 
took  leave  to  enter  bis  very  strongest 
protest  against  the  personal  attacks 
which  had  been  made  upon  tbe  editor 
of  a  particular  journal.  He  held  no 
Tlie  Altonity  General 


brief  for  that  newspaper.  He  had 
frequently  had  to  differ  from  it  on 
political  matters;  but  from  a  personal 
knowledge  of  the  editor,  whom  he  sup- 
posed  to  be  the  person  aimed  at,  and  who 
after  all  was  responsible  for  this  ex- 
posure, he  felt  bound  to  record  hia  pro- 
test against  the  statement  that  he  waa 
actuated  by  any  catch-penny  motives,  or 
bythemere  desire  of  promoting  the  circu- 
lation of  his  paper.  His  primary  idea  waa 
to  carry  out  a  great  and  much-needed 
moral  reform  which  he  saw  waa  neces- 
sary, and  it  was  a  work  which  it  was 
impossible  to  conduct  without  a  certain 
departure  from  joumalistio  rule  and  style 
of  language  usuallyadopted  in  newspaper 
literature.  For  his  own  part,  he  be- 
lieved that  departure,  though  it  might 
cause  some  evil,  had  been  productive  of 
an  amoujit  of  good  far  in  excess  of  the 
evil.  As  to  the  question  of  profit,  he 
believed  if  the  hon.  and  learned  Uem- 
ber  would  examine  the  statement  tho- 
roughly he  would  aee  that,  considering 
the  great  ezpeuee  incurred,  there  could 
not  have  been  the  profit  he  imagined. 
Aa  to  the  policy  of  the  editor  of  Tm  PaU 
Mall  Oa%«tt«,  he  ventured  to  say  that  hia 
policy  had  been  abundantly  justified  by 
its  result  in  that  House.  He  believed, 
most  firmly  that  the  measure  was  at  one 
time  in  imminent  peril ;  and  when  it  waa 
talked  out  by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
with  ill-concealed  satisfaotion,  the  fact 
being  gloated  over  by  certain  news- 
papers the  next  day  as  a  proper  dis- 
missal of  a  mawkish  measure,  its  chances 
of  pasiiing  at  the  fag-end  of  the  Session 
were  inbnitely  Hmall.  He  believed 
tbe  enterprize  of  the  editor  of  Tha  Pall 
Mall  OautU  had  been  the  chief  means 
by  which  the  result  arrived  at  that  night 
had  been  obtained. 

Ub.  U'GOAN  said,  he  was  sorry  the 
hou.  and  learned  Member  opposite  (Mr. 
Staveley  Hill)  who  brought  forward  the 
clause  had  weakened  its  strength  by 
pointing  the  moral  of  it  at  Th«  Fall  Mall 
OatttU.  It  waa  evident  there  waa  a 
great  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the 
action  and  motives  of  that  paper,  and 
as  to  the  moral  results  of  ita  recent 
revelations ; "  but  he  thought  he  might 
have  found  justification  enough  for  hia 
clause  in  the  class  of  obscene  literature 
which  had  been  thriving  and  oirculatiDg 
in  London  for  many  months  before  H^ 
Pall  Mail  GatttU  had  entered  upon  its 
crusade.    He  was  aorry  to  hear  from 
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the  Attorney  Qeneral  that  the  lav  aa  it 
etood  was  sufficient  to  deal  with  the 
circulation  and  disaemi nation  of  such 
literatare,  because,  if  that  were  so,  the 
late  QoTernment  had  incurred  a  grave 
reeponsibility  in  not  putting  it  down, 
and  that  responsibility  now  devolTed 
upon  the  present  Home  Secretary  for 
permittiug;  the  circulation  of  the  vile 
trash  they  daily  met  with  in  most  of  their 
great  London  thorough farsa.  Every- 
one who  saw  the  vile  publications  which 
«rere  placed  under  the  eyes  of  young 
men  and  boys  who  walked  down  the 
Strand  must  have  been  struck  by  the 
impunity  with  which  they  were  allowed 
to  be  circulated.  And  yet  the  Attorney 
General  told  them  the  present  law  was 
Buffioient  to  put  a  stop  to  it.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Member  who  had  moved 
the  clause  did  not  allude  to  that — his 
motive,  apparently,  being  a  personal  one 
against  TAt  Fall  Mall  GaitUi.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  feel  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Home  Secretary  to  take 
action,  not  aRainst  Th»Fall  Mall  GazHU, 
but  against  these  atrocious  publioationa 
which  were  sold  openly  in  the  streets. 

Mk.  ONSLOW  said,  he  cordially  sup- 
ported the  clause  of  hie  hon.  and  learned 
Friend.  He  was  no  lawyer,  and,  there- 
fore, did  not  understand  whether  it  was 
drawn  up  in  legal  phraseology  or  not. 
He  had  felt  some  surprise  at  hearing 
from  the  Attorney  General,  when  he  ad- 
dressed the  House  that  night,  that  the 
existing  law  was  sufficient  to  put  down 
immoral  publications.  That  might  be 
so;  but  he  believed  that  the  duty  of 
prosecuting  devolved  upon  no  particular 
individual.  As  the  law  stood  now,  any- 
one could  prosecute  a  newspaper  pro- 
prietor or  publisher  for  printing  and 
circulating  any  obscene  and  vile  litera- 
ture; but  surely,  when  Her  Majesty's 
Government  knew  that  these  publica- 
tions, and  others  worse  even,  were  being 
■old  broadcast  in  the  streets,  it  appeared 
to  him  the  duty  devolved  on  the  Govern- 
ment of  putting  a  stop  to  them.  But  it 
was  not  unly  this  vile  letterpress  which 
had  been  shocking  and  horrifying  the 
country  recently.  That  wae  bad  enough ; 
but  hon.  Gentlemen  who  walked  the 
streets  saw  this  Pali  Mali  OasHU  litera- 
ture reprinted  and  illustrated  with  filthy 
woodcuts.  He  would  venture  to  say 
that  in  no  country  in  the  world  had 
such  indecency  been  seen  as  had  dis- 
tinguished the  strefts  of  London  during 


the  past  few  weeks.  Moreover,  be  would 
inform  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Attorney  General  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary  that  not 
only  was  it  tn  London  that  this  vile 
literature  was  sold,  but  that  in  many 
places  of  ordinary  legitimate  pleasure  it 
was  now  purchasable  by  every  country 
boy  OF  gir!  who  wished  to  possess  it. 
He  would  ask  the  Home  Secretary  how 
loDgthisaortof  thing  was  to  be  allowed 
to  go  on  ?  It  was  idl  very  well  to  say 
that  he  or  any  other  gentleman  could 
prosecute;  but  who  would  take  the 
trouble — who  would  go  to  the  expense 
to  do  it  ?  The  duty  must  devolve  upon 
the  Government.  His  friends  had  told 
him  that  Th  Pall  Slall  Gatette  had  de- 
clared that  the  whole  cost  of  the  prose- 
cution of  this  investigation  only  cost 
£30D.  It  was  absurd  to  say  that  this 
journal  had  put  itself  to  any  great  ex- 
pense. The  Pall  Malt  OatetU,  in  the 
course  of  this  wretched  business,  had 
had  the  countenance  of  gentlemen  who 
ought  to  have  known  better.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  the  senior  Member  for  Bristol 
(Mr.  S.  Morley)  was  one  of  those  gentle- 
men who  ought  to  have  known  better- 
he  was  one  who  ought  not  to  have  tent 
his  countenance  to  the  circulation  of 
this  paper  by  sitting  on  its  Committee 
in  concert  with  others.  His  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  [Mr.  Staveley  Hill)  had 
said  that  great  mischief  bad  ensued 
from  this  publication,  and  he  (Mr. 
Onslow]  was  quite  sure  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  was  right.  The 
obscene  articles  in  The  Pall  Mall  Gatelit 
had  contained  exactly  that  information 
which  many  young  girls  wanted  to 
know.  The  very  things  they  wished  to 
know  were  in  it,  so  that  these  papers, 
when  they  got  into  their  |ussession, 
would  be  handed  from  one  child  to 
another.  How  much  longer  was  this 
thing  to  be  allowed  to  go  on  ?  How 
long  were  they  to  have  the  streets 
of  this  City  sullied  with  the  filth  and 
indecency  of  the  Pall  Mall  Gatette  and 
jfttwn  Tli/i— the  streets  of  a  City  said  to 
be  in  the  highest  state  of  civilization  of 
any  in  the  world  ?  If  it  were  the  faot 
that  this  clause,  if  carried,  would  prove 
unworkable,  he  would  press  on  the 
House  the  necessity  of  having  some 
new  clause  framed  to  carry  out  the 
object  in  view.  It  was  all  nonsense 
to  say  that  good  would  result  from 
these  publications — it  was  all  nonsense 
■1  Z  2  H'glc 
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to  say  that  this  indecency  had  been  pnb- 
liahed  from  a  good  motiTe.  [Sir  Bobert 
Fowler  (Lord  Uayor) :  No,  no !]  The 
Lord  Mayor  behind  him  had  peculiar 
views  on  many  aubjects.  Hia  (Mr. 
Onalow's)  opinion  waa  that  this  thing 
had  not  been  done  from  a  good  motive, 
but  that  it  had  been  done  for  pecuniary 
reasons,  and  that  the  editor  of  Tha 
Pall  Mali  Oaullt  was  not  the  only  per* 
son  to  blame.  Other  gentlemen  who 
were  anxious  for  a  certain  notoriety  had 
.embarked  in  it,  and  were  equally  to 
blame.  One  gentleman,  who  waa  spoken 
of  as  a  very  religioua  person,  had  a 
graat  deal  to  acoaunt  for.  He  was  en- 
dearouriDg  to  make  a  great  deal  of 
money 

Me.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member 
ia  wandering  from  the  aubject  before 
the  Houae,  which  ia  whether  the  law 
ought  or  ought  not  to  be  altered  by  the 
adoption  of  thia  new  clause. 

Mb.  ONSLOW  aaid,  it  had  been  con- 
tended that  the  circulation  of  the  litera- 
ture of  which  he  had  been  speaking 
would  do  more  good  than  harm  ;  but  he 
did  not  believe  it.  Hia  opinion,  which 
he  held  most  strongly,  was  thia — that  if 
there  were  some  clause  such  as  the  hon. 
and  learned  O-entleman  desired  put  in 
the  Bill,  they  would  do  more  to  prevent 
prostitution  than  they  were  likely  to  do 
by  all  the  rest  of  the  Bill.  Bo  not  let 
girla  of  13  or  14  know  more  than  they 
Beard  or  aaw  in  their  own  homea — do 
not  allow  their  minds  to  be  polluted  by 
this  vile  literature.  He  held  thia  opi- 
nion moat  strongly,  and,  if  the  clause 
were  not  put  in  here,  he  hoped  it  would 
be  put  in  in  the  Jiouse  of  Lords. 

SiE  WILLIAM  HAROOURT  said,  it 
was  getting  very  late,  and  ha  did  not 
think  they  would  be  able  to  succeed  in 
determining  whether  these  publications 
had  done  more  harm  than  good,  or  more 

5ood  than  harm,  however  long  the  de- 
ate  waa  continued.  The  question  was 
whether  thia  clause  should  be  put  in  the 
Bill.  For  hia  own  part,  be  did  not 
think  it  was  wanted.  He  believed 
the  law  as  it  exieted  was  amply  suffi- 
cient. Some  observations  had  been 
made  as  to  whether  or  not  the  Qovera- 
ment  should  undertake  prosecutions  of 
this  kindi  but  he  believed  that  a  Oo- 
vemment  Presa  prosecution  was  about 
the  most  likely  to  fail  of  any  in  the 
world.    If  a  prosecution  was  to  be  un- 


I  should  undertake  it  than  the  Oorem- 
ment.  He  himself  had  been,  at  one 
time,  pressed  to  undertake  such  a  prose- 
cution— a  prosecution  which  was  nnder- 
taksn  in  the  end  against  Tk*  Frttihinier. 
From  his  esperienoe  in  connection  with 
that  case,  he  was  sure  that  prosecutions 
of  that  kind  undertaken  by  a  Qovent- 
ment  were  most  likely  to  fail ;  therefore, 
he  did  not  think  the  new  clause  was 
wanted. 

Sir  ROBERT  FOWLER  (Lord 
Mayor)  said,  that  after  the  referenoa 
which  had  been  made  to  him  by  the 
hon.  Oentleman  below  him  (Mr.  Onslow), 
he  felt  bound  to  say  a  word  or  two.  It 
was  all  very  well  for  the  hon.  Gentleman 
to  denounce  these  special  articles  in  7%4 
Pall  Mali  OatttCe:  but  he  had  no  doubt 
about  it  that  the  result  of  these  articles 
had  been  to  pass  this  Bill.  The  Bill  had 
come  down  &om  the  House  of  Lords. 
It  was  brought  into  this  House  on  a 
Momiug  Sitting,  and  talked  out ;  and  ho 
apprehended  that  if  T^  Pall  Malt  Gatttta 
had  not  drawn  attention  to  the  matter, 
there  the  Bill  would  have  stood.  There 
waa  then  a  change  of  Government,  and 
the  force  of  public  opinion  pressed  the 
subject  on  the  attention  of  the  House. 
Therefore,  whatever  might  be  said  about 
The  Pall  Mall  Qauite,  though  h*  agreed 
with  some  of  the  observations  of  the 
hon. Member  for  Guildford  (Mr.Onslowl, 
he  could  not  but  feel  glad  that  public 
attention  had  been  drawn  to  the  matter. 

Thb  SEOEETABr  of  STATE  (SirR. 
AssHETON  Cross)  said,  the  Government 
had  taken  this  Bill  in  hand  because  of 
the  publication  of  the  articles  in  Th*  Pall 
Mall  Gatttte,  and  had  been  determined 
to  pass  it  into  law.  There  had  been 
quite  sufBcient  evidence  taken  to  satisfy 
the  House  of  Lords  and  this  House  that 
something  of  the  kind  was  wanted. 
When  be  had  been  asked  about  TA* 
Pail  Mall  GautU,  he  had  stated  that  the 
wiser  course  by  far  would  have  been,  if 
the  information  was  in  the  hands  of  Tka 
Pall  Mall  Oa%»Ue,  to  have  brought  it  to 
the  notice  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  so 
that  he  might  have  brought  it  before 
the  House.  It  would  then  have  had  no 
effect  on  the  people  who  heard  it — it 
would  not  have  had  the  effect  of  demo- 
ralizing the  public.  No  one  could  re- 
gret more  than  he  did  that  the  pub- 
lication had  taken  place.  As  to  the 
noa-prosecution  of  the  journal  in  qnes- 


dertaken,   it  waa    better   that   anyone   tion,  he  did  not  wish  to  shirk  rasponai- 
3£r.  Onthw 
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bility  in  the  matter.  He  bad  stated 
openly  in  the  House  that  the  beat  legal 
Mvice  bad  been  taken — not  from  the 
Law  Officers  elooe,  but  from  the  Lord 
Chancellor.  [Sir  Henby  Jaues  :  He  is 
a  Law  Officer.]  Technically,  but  not 
practically.  Acting  on  their  advice,  the 
GoTemment  had  come  to  the  concluxion 
that  it  would  not  be  wise  to  prosecute  in 
this  case.  From  that  determination  they 
had  never  swerred.  There  were  rea- 
sons, nbicb  be  did  not  think  he  was 
bound  to  go  into,  why  aucb  a  prosecu- 
tion could  not  be  undertaken.  In  the 
first  place,  there  was  no  reasonable  cer- 
tainty of  a  conviction ;  then  it  might 
have  involved  waiting  a  long  time,  and 
have  necessitated  a  long  trial. 

An  hon.  Meubbb  :  How  could  it  have 
done  barm  F 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Sir 
E.  AssHETox  Ckoss)  :  What  would  bon. 
Members  have  said  to  a  long  trial,  going 
over  10  days  or  a  fortnight,  and  bU  the 
details  being  published  in  the  papers, 
and  hawked  about  the  Bireete,  without 
anyone  being  able  to  prevent  it  ?  Thus, 
the  increased  publicity  which  the  trial 
would  have  given  to  the  obnoxious  mat- 
ter bad  also  to  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion. 

Me.  STAVELEY  HILL  said,  it  had 
been  decided,  in  the  case  of  Brennan  and 
Steele,  that  Uie  republication  of  indecent 
matter  repeated  in  Court  was  in  itself  a 
misdemeanour. 

The  SECKETAKY  of  STATE  (Sir 
H.  AsaHBXoy  Cross)  said,  that  in  this 
case,  at  any  rate,  there  would  have  been 
no  right  to  punish  anyone  for  this  re- 
publication. So  far  as  the  propoaed 
clause  was  concerned  he  did  not  think 
it  would  do  any  good,  because  he  be- 
lieved the  existing  law  was  strong  enough 
to  put  down  objectionable  pubiicationa. 
If  the  bon.  and  learned  Qentleman  went 
to  a  division,  he  should  have  to  vote 
against  bim. 

Mb.  THOEOLD  EOGESS  said,  he 
should  like  to  say  a  very  few  words  on 
this  subject.  He  very  much  agreed 
with  bis  hon.  Friend  opposite  (Mr. 
Staveley  Hill)  in  what  be  said  about 
tbe  publication  of  tbis  paper.  There 
were  two  ways  of  treating  tbe  subject 
dealt  with  by  The  Pall  Mall  Oatettt 
— one  was  the  language  of  the  Old 
Testament,  and  the  other  was  the  lan- 
guage of  M.  Zola ;  and  he  left  the 
Houtie  to  determine  in  which  method  it 
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was  desirable  to  touch  upon  aucb  a 
subject,  ot  in  which  matter  the  editor  of 
Th»  Fall  Mall  OatetU  had  treated  it. 
The  question  might  arise  whether  it 
was  not  at  times  necessary  to  violate 
public  modesty  in  the  interests  of  public 
morality — whether  it  was  not  necessary 
to  speak  out  plainly  in  order  to  make 
the  Oovemment  act  rigorously.  How 
far  it  was  the  fact  that  in  these  matters, 
if  the  existing  law  had  been  put  into 
operation,  the  greater  part  of  tbe  diffi- 
culty before  them  would  have  been  met, 
he  would  leave  those  whose  duty  it  was 
to  put  tbe  law  into  motion  to  determine. 
It  was  clear  that  a  great  deal  of  injury 
had  been  done  to  the  public  morals 
latterly ;  but  he  felt  convinced  that  if 
they  did  not  act  as  they  were  trying  to 
act  now  a  great  deal  more  harm  would 
bo  done.  He  was  convinced,  from  hta 
experience  of  London,  that  there  had 
never  been  a  single  feeling  in  it  more 

Erofoundly  startled  than  its  moral  sense 
ad  been  by  the  recent  exposure  of 
vice.  Tbe  exposure  had  to  be  made. 
He  did  not  object  to  Tin  Pall  Mall  Gauttt 
making  it,  although  he  bad  not  read 
that  pajier  for  a  long  time,  regarding  it 
as  an  odious  journal  in  consequence  of  its 
habit  of  going  in  for  vulgar  and  sensa- 
tional articles.  He  had  not  read  a  word 
of  it  lately,  and  be  wished  a  great  many 
other  people  bad  not.  If  there  was  not 
a  proper  administration  of  the  law  as  it 
at  present  stood,  all  he  could  say  was  that 
the  Government  were  responsible  for  tbe 
detestable  task  of  inviting  the  attention 
of  the  atrocities  which  went  on  in  tbe 
Metropolis  being  undertaken  by  a  public 
journal.  There  was  another  hateful 
paper  called  Toien  Talk,  edited  by  some- 
one who,  if  he  rightly  remembered,  had 
been  convicted  and  sentenced  to  two 
years'  imprisonment  for  some  previous 
indecency.  He  regretted  that  those 
concemed  in  the  publication  of  this 
paper  had  not  been  taken  in  hand  and 
punished.  He  had  no  doubt  that  the 
right  bon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Secre- 
tary (Sir  S.  Aeabeton  Cross)  was  dis- 
creet in  his  dealing  with  these  matters. 
No  doubt,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  adopt  what  he  thought  the  best 
means  to  put  down  that  which  be 
believed  to  be  atrocious  and  criminal 
vice.  He  (Mr.  Eogers)  believed,  how- 
ever, that  the  existing  law,  although  the 
administrators  of  it  had  failed  to  put  it 
into  operation,  was  quite  sufficient  to 
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repress  this  snrt  of  thing,  and  he  should 
be  very  sorry  to  see  express  le^jislntiou 
passed  for  the  purpose  of  proaecutiug 
this  or  that  journal.  He  should  not 
have  said  what  he  had  if  be  had  not 
iotendod  to  add  that  though  The  Pail 
Mall  Gazatit  might  have  thought  it  its 
duty  to  take  the  course  it  had  taken,  it 
had  done  it  in  the  worst  possible 
manner.  It  bad  spoken  of  the  vices  of 
England  iu  the  most  prurieot  language. 
It  was  a  disgrace  to  the  English  Press, 
and,  whatever  indirect  benefits  might 
arise  from  it,  be  did  not  tbink  any  honest 
man  oould  sit  in  the  House  whilst  these 
matters  were  being  discussed  without 
denouncing  the  paper. 

Hfi.  A.  M'ABXHUB  said,  the  bon. 
Uember  for  Guildford  (Mr.  Oaslow]— 
who,  he  was  sorry  to  see,  bad  left  the 
House — bad  spoken  harshly  of  the  hon. 
Qentlem&n  the  Uember  for  Bristol  (Mr. 
8.  Morley)  and  others  in  league  with 
him,  for  their  conduct  on  the  Committee 
which  investigated  Th»  Pall  Mall  Ga%etti 
charges,  and  the  bon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman who  had  moved  the  Amendment 
had  stated  that  the  whole  story  was  false 
andfrivolous.  Now,  the  bon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  bad  sat  here  when  the  Bill 
was  last  before  the  House,  and  must 
faaveheard  the  bon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Bristol  say  that,  so  far  from  these 
accusations  being  false  and  groundless, 
the  state  of  things  was  much  worse  than 
bad  been  described.  The  hoa.  and 
learned  Geatleman  had  said  that  thou- 
sands of  pounds  had  been  put  into  the 
pockets  of  the  proprietors  of  Tb*  Pall 
Mall  OnHU.  Well,  he  (Mr.  M'Atthur) 
was  not  there  to  defend  the  editor  of  The 
Fall  Jfail  OaxHU.  Ho  had  not  the  ploa- 
Bure  of  knoirisg  him ;  but  from  what  be 
bad  heard  of  bim,  and  from  what  he  bad 
beard  in  connection  with  this  case,  he 
believed,  notwithstanding  sll  that  had 
been  said  to  the  contrary,  that  that  gen- 
tleman had  acted  from  the  purest  mo- 
tives and  with  the  highest  object,  and 
that  what  he  had  done  bad  bad  a  great 
deal  to  do  with  the  successful  progress 
of  the  Bill.  It  was  perf  ettiv  true,  as  the 
Home  Secretary  had  pointed  out,  that 
this  Bill  bad  been  prepared  two  or  three 
years ;  but  ho  was  convinced  that  if  it 
bad  not  been  for  The  Pail  Mail  G,,zdte, 
another  year,  at  least,  would  have  been 
allowed  to  elapse  without  its  being 
passed.  He  hadnodoubt  that  consider- 
able injury  bad  been  done  by  The  Fall 
Mr.  ThonU  Sogeri 


Mall  Ga%ette  by  the  ptiblicatinii  of  these 
aiticles;  but  ho  believiid  that  the  arousing 
of  the  people  of  the  country  to  these 
abominations  and  terrible  crimes  would 
more  than  counterbalance  any  amount 
ot  evil  that  bad  been  done. 

Mb.  STAVELEY  HII.L  said,  that 
after  the  complete  repudiation  they  bad 
heard  of  the  course  taken  by  Th»  Pail 
2{all  Gazette,  be  would  not  put  the 
House  to  the  trouble  of  a  division. 


Me.  SAMUEL  SMITH  said,  be 
be^ed  to  propose  the  following  new 
Glauae : — 

"(1.)  Every  man  who,  in  au)^  thorouglif»« 
or  publio  pUc*  vithin  the  limit*  of  the  Ms- 
tropolitan  Police  District,  habitually  or  per- 
liatantlir  solicits  women  or  prla  for  immoral 
purposes,  eh&tl  be  deemftd  to  commit  an  offeOCS 
under  section  fifty-four  of  the  Act  of  the  Sm- 
sion  of  the  second  and  third  years  of  the  reign 
of  Her  present  ^tlnjeety,  ohipter  forty-seven, 
intituled  '  An  Act  for  further  impraviag  the 
Police  in  and  near  the  Metropolis.' 

"  (2.)  Es-ory  man  who,  in  any  street  within 
any  town  or  district  wherein  section  twenty- 
eight  of  •  The  Town  Police  Clauses  Act,  1847,' 
is  in  force,  habitually  or  pereistantly  impor- 
tnnes  or  solicits  women  or  girls  tor  immoral 
purpmee,  shall  be  deemed  to  commit  an  oSenca 
under  the  same  soction." 

This  clause  was  one  which  he  thought 
was  rendered  absolutely  necessary  by 
the  intolerable  practice  of  ineultinggirls 
which  had  grown  in  this  Metropolis  b> 
frightful  dimensions.  There  were  few 
subjects  which  excited  the  people  out- 
of-doors  more  than  the  manner  in  which 
these  girls  were  dealt  with.  With  the 
permission  of  the  House  he  would  call 
attention  to  a  few  remarks  which  were 
made  on  this  subject  in  the  House  of 
Lords  last  year  by  the  Earl  of  Shaftes- 
bury. It  would  put  the  whole  case 
before  the  House  as  clearly  and  in  much 
better  language  than  he  oould,  and 
would  enable  them  to  corns  to  a  right 
judgment  on  the  subject;  moreover,  it 
was  very  brief.     The  noble  Earl  said — 

"  Hundreds— indeed,  tbousaads— of  women 
and  girls  irere  employed  in  the  factories,  work- 
shops, and  groat  boitacs  ot  business  far  away 
from  their  homes.  They  retnrood  home  at  aU 
timesof  the  night— some  very  late.  Their  Lord- 
ships should  recollect  that  the  many  relaxations 
ot  the  Workshops  Act,  granted  hy  succcasiTo 
Secretaries  of  State,  had  greatly  increaaad  the 
mischief.  Those  employed  at  reataiuanta  and 
railway  refieahioent  room*  neceMuily  BO.  Thtdr 
Lordships  should  hear  the  slstement*  of  tlteae 
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girl*;  they  were  beset  on  issuing-  from  their 
pi&Qea  of  work  by  vile  and  ilcsigniDg  mtn, 
singly  or  collectively,  who  were  on  the  watch 
for  them,  and  who  were  there  fur  no  other  pur- 
poH  than  t«  work  their  deatructioa.  Many 
employer*  stated  the  ume.  and  added  that  they 

5 aye  protection  as  far  ag  they  could.  Thaw 
efeocelees  girls  wore  fairly  safe  as  long  as 
they  could  keep  together ;  but  when  obliged 
to  aeparate,  they  were  exposed  to  the  most 
leriona  annoyance.  But  now  womeo  were  to 
be  subjected  to  for  more  fearful  trouble.  The 
law  deSning  solicitation  wag  to  be  altered,  a.xii 
the  offence  was  to  be  determined  by  the  judg- 
ment of  the  police  constable.  If  a  woman  were 
seen  speaking  to  a  man,  or  being  spekne  to  by 
a  man,  a  constable  could  at  once  arrest  the 
woman.  Thus,  a  poor,  innocent  girl — timid, 
ignorant,  defencelels— might  be  brought  into  a 
Court  of  Justice  and  mined  for  life.     Men  were 


in  all  parts  of  London,  and  many  of  them  were 
well  Imown  to  the  Agencies  with  which  he  (the 
Earl  of  Sbafteebnr)-)  was  connocLed.  He  had 
it  on  the  authority  of  officers  of  the  London 
City  Uisaion  that  they  were  known  and  da- 
■i^nated  as  'night  walkers,'  and,  frequently, 
nuseiooaries  and  others  hod  interfered  lo  save 
the  girls  from  brntal  assaults.  Uia  proposition 
was  very  simple  and  very  just ;  it  was  no  more 
than  to  place  the  men  on  an  equality  with  the 
womeD,  and  to  say  that  any  man  soliciting 
liabitually  or  perustently  should  ba  aubject  to 
the  same  penalties  as  those  wretched  women." 
— (3ifo«flrrf,  [)88]  410-11.) 

Those  words,  he  (Mr.  H.  Smilh)  thought, 
placed  before  the  House  very  fully  the 
nature  of  hia  clauee  and  the  necessity 
for  it.  So  for  as  he  understood  the  law, 
at  present  there  was  nothing  ta  prevent 
a  man  from  insisling  on  walking  home 
night  after  night  with  a  young,  inno- 
cent girl — iusistiogon  talkiug  lo  her  all 
the  way  erea  in  an  iusulting  manner, 
and  unless  he  made  an  attack  nn  her  it 
was  impossible  for  her  to  have  legal 
protection.  Cases  had  come  before  his 
notice  of  most  cruel  hatdebip  in  this 
way,  and  he  felt  it  was  an  absolute 
necessity  that  the  House  should  deal 
with  the  question,  and  that  men  should 
be  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  women 
in  regard  to  those  dastardly  offences. 
He  should  not  now  do  more  than  move 
the  clause. 

Xew  Clause  (Habitual  solicitation.) — 
{Mr.  Samuel  Siatlh,) — brought  up,  and 
read  the  first  time. 

Ifotion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  said  Clause  be  now  read  a 
second  lime." 

The  8E0EETAEY  of  STATE  (Sir 
K.  AsfiUiicmi  Caoba;  said,  there  was  a 
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(treat  deal  to  be  said  for  the  view  the 
hon.  Oentleman  the  Member  for  Liver- 
pool had  taken ;  but  the  House  wotild 
remember  that  when  they  were  in  Com- 
mittee on  this  matter  it  was  agreed  on 
all  sides  that  the  "  Street  Clauses,"  as 
they  were  called,  were  not  to  ba  entered 
upon  in  this  Bill.  That  was  tbe  clear 
understanding,  and  when  Clause  9  was 
struck  out  by  both  sides  of  the  House 
without  a  division — by  common  consent 
— it  was  understood  that  they  should 
not  enter  on  the  Street  Clauses  at  all.  If 
they  were  now  to  proceed  with  them,  he 
should  look  on  it  as  a  distinct  breach  oj 
the  understanding  entered  into  with 
those  hon.  Gentlemen  who  were  not  now 
in  the  House  that  they  should  not  deal 
with  the  matter.  He  had  had  com- 
munication by  letter  with  the  £arl  of 
Shaftesbury  on  this  matter,  and  the 
noble  Earl,  no  doubt,  feeling  convinced 
that  it  would  imperil  the  Dill  to  deal 
with  these  clauses  at  this  period  of  the 
Session,  had  given  him  his  full  sanction 
to  withdraw  them.  The  clause  would 
open  up  the  whole  subject-matter  that 
the  Committee  refused  to  enter  upon, 
therefore  he  apposed  the  Amendment. 

Sia  WILLIAM  HAECOUET  quite 
agreed  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department.  He  was  absent  from  the 
House  when  Clause  9  was  dropped,  and 
if  he  had  been  in  the  House  he  should 
have  had  something  to  say  with  regard 
to  the  dropping  of  it.  It  was  disgrace- 
ful to  witness  the  state  of  the  streets, 
and  be  was  extremely  sorry  that  some- 
thing could  not  have  been  done  by 
Clause  0  to  have  remedied  the  existing 
state  of  things.  However,  it  was  only 
a  small  part  of  the  Bill,  and  anything 
that  would  tend  to  jeopardize  the  mea- 
sure as  a  whole,  he,  for  one,  was 
not  prepared  to  support.  Therefore,  he 
was  reluctantly  compelled  to  acquiesce 
in  it. 

Mb.  BROADHUEST  wished  to  know 
whether  the  present  law  was  not  auffi- 
ciently  strong  to  deal  with  the  ques- 
tion ?  He  remembered  a  case  a  short 
time  ago  in  which  the  police  arrested  a 
man,  and  he  was  sent  to  prison  for  two 
months  for  annoyingsome young  women. 
There  was  another  case  also  of  a  County 
Justice  who  had  been  bound  over  in 
very  heavy  penalties  to  keep  the  peace 
towards  a  lady.  It  would  be  well  if  the 
Law  Oificois  of  the  Crown  uould  give 
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the  House  eome  ioformation  on  thi 
point. 

Question  put,  and  negativsi. 

Mb.  CALLAN  begged  to  move  the 
following  Clause ; — 

"  Anjr  f&ilurs  on  the  part  of  ui  official  of 
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State, 

&  comptsiut  with  rcfereacc  to  kcepi  „ 
ordorly  house,  or  nny  ofTenco  against  this 
made  to  hiai  by  aoy  of  his  subordiDstes,  shall 
be  a  miademeanor,  and  that,  it  any  offiuer  of 
police  ia  censured  by  his  Ruperiors  for  making 
a  charge  or  report  against  any  house  of  being 
a  '  disorderly  house  '  within  the  meaning  of  this 
Act,  directed  against  the  keeping  of  brotheta, 
the  said  officer  so  censured  shall,  on  demand 
being  made  by  him,  be  entitled  to  a  public  in- 
quiry into  the  truth  of  his  charge  or  report  for 
which  be  may  baTe  been  censured." 
On  the  previous  da;  he  had  intended  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
misconduct  of — thank  God ! — the  late 
Home  Secretaiy,  in  reitard  to  such 
offeoces  as  it  was  intended  should  be 
dealt  vith  in  this  Bill.  ^Vllen  the  facts 
of  the  caes  became  known  there  would 
be  a  feeling  of  thaukBgiving  throughout 
England  that  he  was  no  longer  in  bis 
late  position.  What  was  this  case  of 
Mrs.  JefTreys  f  She  was  charged  with 
keeping  a  brothel  by  an  Inspector 
named  Minahan — with  keeping  a  brothel 
for  the  aristocracy ;  but  that  was  to 
some  extent  a  mistake,  because,  from  the 
evidence  adduced,  he  was  able  to  say 
that  it  was  largely  supported  by  what 
he  misht  call  the  wealthy  Members  of 
the  Radical  Party.  He  contended  that 
the  foreign  traffic  in  young  girls  went 
on  while  the  Home  Office  was  under  the 
management  of  the  late  Home  Secre- 
tary, and  the  facts  were  fully  reported 
in  a  papercalled  The  Sintinel.  He  com- 
plained that  Inspector  Minahan  bad 
been  dismiesed  from  the  Police  for 
reporting  the  character  of  the  houses 
Mrs.  Jeffreys  kept,  and  tbat  cast  the 
greatest  reflection  upon  the  Home  Office, 
because  they  knew  the  Home  Office  was 
responsible  for  the  conduct  of  the  police. 
He  had  risen  that  night  merely  to  bring 
forirard  the  manner  in  which  this  In- 
spector Minahan  had  been  treated  by 
the  Home  Office,  and  he  would  point  out 
that  the  case  of  Minahan  and  the  Home 
Office  and  the  case  of  Mrs.  Jeffreys 
were  mixed  up  in  a  most  extraordinary 
manner.  Minahan  was  substantially 
dismiseed  for  proceeding  in  the  Jeffries 
case.  He  found  that  in  the  month  of 
May  the  bon.  Member  for  Hackney 
Mr.  Broadhurtt 


(Mr.  J.  Stuart)  acked  the  then  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Sir 
William  Harcourt)  whether  it  would  be 
right  to  lay  upon  the  Table  of  that 
House  the  shorthand  notes  of  the  case, 
and  whether  he  would  allow  an  inquiry 
by  that  House  into  the  matter,  and  also 
into  the  ease  of  Minahan?  The  then 
Home  Secretary  smd  that  he  would  lay 
the  depositions  on  the  Table,  but  he 
had  not  done  so.  Then  the  right  boo. 
Gentleman  had  said  that  this  was  the 
matter  which  he  wished  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  — [that  the 
case  of  Minahan  had  been  brought 
before  him  a  year  ago,  and  he  was 
satisfied  with  the  Superintendent's  Be* 
port.  But  he  would  point  out  that  these 
werethe  vary  parties  who  were  interested 
in  the  Minahan  case  ;  they  were  the  very 
people  who,  if  Minahan  was  right,  they 
were  wrong.  Minahan  had  stated  that 
he  was  practically  dismissed  for  report- 
ing tbat  Mrs.  Jeffreys'  houses  were  kept 
as  brothels  for  the  aristocracy,  and  had 
demanded  an  inquiry.  Now,  he  (Mr. 
Callan)  reiterated  that  charge.  He 
charged  the  police  with  having  connived 
at— and  having  connived  at  with  the 
late  Home  Secretary — hushing  up  the 
case  of  Mrs.  Jeffreys.  Now,  that  was  a 
specific  charge,  and  if  an  inquiry  were 
granted  he  would  be  prepared  to  sustain 
it.  It  was  a  ehame  that  the  Home  Office 
had  not  taken  up  the  case.  On  the  3rd 
of  August  he  had  asked  the  Home  Se- 
cretary B  Question  as  to  the  way  in 
which  the  case  had  been  dealt  with  by 
Mr.  Ediin,  and  he  might  say  that  the 
Home  Secretary  avoided  that  Question. 
In  his  reply  on  that  occasion  the  Home 
{secretary  said  that  be  (Mr.  Callan)  had 
stated  that  the  case  was  disgraoefally 
conducted.  He  had  said  nothing  of  the 
sort.  Then  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
went  on  to  point  out  that  the  case  was 
conducted  by  the  Chelsea  Vestry.  Well, 
that  was  a  matter  which  ha  would  refer 
t?  in  a  few  moments.  Now,  what  was 
the  Jeffreys  case  and  what  was  the  con- 
duct of  the  magistrates,  what  was  the 
conduct  of  the  police,  and  what  was  the 
conduct  of  this  immaculate  Chelsea 
Testry.  In  October,  1884,  informations 
were  sworn  to  and  laid  before  Mr.  Part- 
ridge, at  the  Westminster  Police  Court, 
charging  this  woman  Jeffi:«ys  with  the 
e  offence  now  charged,  and  made  by 
same  parties  who  had  eventually 
prosecuted.    After  24  hours'  consideraT 
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tioQ  Ur.  Partridge  refused  to  issne  a 
-warrant  for  her  arrest.  "  Leave  the 
information  with  me  "  said  tbis  immacu- 
late magistrate.  The  Vestry — this  im- 
maculate Vestrj — for  which  the  Home 
Secretary  entertained  such  a  high 
reapeut  that  he  brought  them  forward 
in  that  House  as  an  answer  in  regard  to 
the  case  of  poor  Mr.  Alinahan,  did  not 
take  the  matter  up.  Neither  did  the 
police  take  it  up,  nor  did  the  Home 
Office ;  nor  did  the  Home  Office  instruot 
the  Public  Prosecutor  to  take  it  up. 
He  might  ask  did  this  information  reach 
the  vigilant  and  acute  Home  Secretary  ? 
If  it  did  not  reach  him,  then  the  police 
failed  in  their  duty ;  but  if,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  did  reach  him,  then  he 
>aid  that  he  had  deliberately  failed  in 
his  duty  and  had  been  a  discredit  to  the 
Office  over  which  he  had  unfortunately 
presided.  ["Divide!  divide!  "]  Itwas 
no  use  to  call  "  Divide ! "  He  did  sot 
wish  to  be  interrupted,  because  if  he  was 
he  might  say  something  unpleasant  per- 
sonally. Well,  the  woman  was  prose- 
cuted, and  the  evidence — but  he  would 
not  refer  to  the  nature  of  the  evidence. 
It  was  sufficient  to  saj  that  she  pleaded 
guilty  under  the  advice  of  an  able 
counsel,  aud  a  more  disgraceful  scene 
than  was  enacted  at  the  time  of  her 
pleading  guilty  he  must  say  ha  had 
never  read.  She  was  tried  at  the 
Middlesex  Sessions  before  Mr.  Edlin, 
the  Assistant  Judge.  Mrs.  Jeffreys,  who 
was  elegantly  dressed,  conferred  with 
Mr.  Montagu  Williams,  and  the  latter 
thou  came  forward  and  made  a  state- 
ment. He  might  say  that  Mr.  Williams 
had  done   his  duty  very  well   to  this 

Me.  ONSLOW  rose  to  Order.  Was 
not  the  hon.  Member  becoming  too  dii»- 
oursive  ? 

Mb.  SPEAKER  said,  he  had  allowed 
the  hon.  Member  to  go  on,  but  it 
appeared  to  him  that  under  cover  of 
moving  a  new  clause  he  was  re-trying  a 
case  which  had  already  been  settled  by 
B,  Court  of  Law.  He  might  raise  the 
case  as  an  illustration  of  his  argument; 
but  to  discuss  it  at  grtiat  length  in  the 
manner  he  was  doing,  was  going  beyond 
the  limits  of  debate  and  would  be  en- 
tirely out  of  Order. 

Mil.  CALLAN  said,  he  would  com- 
press his  remarks  into  the  very  smallest 
compass  out  of  deference  to  what  had 
fallen  from  the  Chair,  and  from  bis  own 
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inclination.  He  bad  merely  quoted 
these  matters  to  show  the  necessity  for 
having  someone  responsible  to  that 
House  and  the  country  in  such  cases  as 
this.  Mr.  Williams  paEsed  on  to  a 
variety  of  matters  which  he(Mr.  Callan) 
would  not  go  into.  The  sentence 
passed  on  that  occasion  drew  the  atten- 
tion of  the  public  to  the  matter,  and  it 
was  a  matter  of  comment  at  the  time 
that  many  of  Mrs.  Jeffrey's  clients  were 
of  the  highest  order.  He  would  not 
name  the  clients,  although  he  could  do 
BO,  having  the  names  in  his  possession. 
It  was  not  considered  prudent  by  the 
authorities  to  allow  the  case  to  go  so 
far.  He  quoted  the  words  of  I%»  Eeko 
as  emphasizing  in  the  strongest  way  his 
own  feelings  in  the  matter.  That  paper 
said  that  the  authorities  made  no  com- 
plaint; that  so  far  as  the  Home  Secre- 
tary and  the  police  authorities  were  con- 
cerned Mrs.  Jeffreys  might  have  con- 
tinued to  carry  on  this  horrible  trade  as 
she  had  done  for  27  years,  and  that 
at  the  pTeliminary  examination  it  was 
shown  that  the  Inspector  who  reported 
thie  house  to  his  superiors  was  told  to 
hold  his  tongue. 

Mr.  speaker  ;  I  have  now  to  ask 
the  hon.  Qentleman  to  concentrate  his 
remarks  upon  the  new  clause.  Hiscourse 
is  quite  unusual,  and  I  nsk  the  hon. 
Gentleman  not  to  refer  to  cases  which 
have  already  been  decided. 

Mb.  callan  said,  he  contended  that 
the  law  could  bo  put  in  force,  and  that 
the  way  in  which  it  should  be  done  de- 
pended on  the  police  and  the  Local  Au- 
thorities. Mrs.  Jeffrey's  case  had  been 
brought  before  the  Local  Authorities 
by  Mr.  Rowlands,  a  member  of  the  Ves- 
try, but  without  effect. 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  I  shall  be  very 
sorry  to  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  re- 
sume his  seat  oa  the  ground  of  irrele- 
vance ;  but  if  the  hon.  Qentleman  does 
not  move  the  clause  or  speak  with  refer- 
ence to  it,  I  must  ask  the  House  lo  sup- 
port me  in  enforcing  the  ordinary  Bule 
of  Debate. 

Mk.  callan  said,  in  that  case  he 
would  refer  to  the  answer  given  the 
other  day  by  the  late  Home  Secretary  to 
a  Question  he  bad  put  to  the  right  hon. 
Oentteman — he  gave  ns  his  answer  that 
he  had  inquired  with  regard  to  the  case, 
and  found  that  on  inquiry  the  charges 
were  proved  to  be  baseless.  That  was 
why  he  (Mr.  Callan)  wanted  the  second 
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part  of  bis  clatiBe  accepted  nbich  pro- 
vided "  that  if  any  officer  of  police  were 
censured  by  bia  superiors  for  making  a 
charge  or  report  egaioBt  any  house  of 
being  a  'disorderly  house'  -within  tbe 
meaning  of  tbe  Act,  the  officer  so  cen- 
Bured  ehould  on  demand  being  mode  by 
bid  be  entitled  to  public  inquiry  into 
tbe  truth  of  the  charge  or  report  for 
which  he  may  have  been  censured. "  The 
late  Home  Secretary  bad  stated  that  tbe 
chaise  he  was  referring  to  was  a  base- 
less charge.  He  would  produce  tbe  evi- 
dence on  which  that  charge  was  made. 

Mr.  speaker  :  I  must  inform  tbe 
hon.  Gentleman  that  he  is  now  entering 
into  debate  on  a  series  of  answers  given 
in  this  House  on  a  previous  occasion 
which  have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
the  Question  before  the  House,  If  the 
bon.  Member  wishes  to  move  the  clause 
standing  in  hie  name  be  is  at  perfect 
liberty  to  do  so ;  but  I  must  warn  tbe 
bon.  Member  that  if  I  have  to  interpose 
again  it  will  be  to  request  him  to  resume 
his  seat  on  tbe  ground  of  irrelevance. 

Mb.  CALLAN  said,  he  charged  tbe 
Home  Office  with  having  a  full  know- 
ledge of  tbe  facts.  There  was  evidence 
that  since  the  trial  Mrs.  Jeffries  had 
continued  to  carry  on  these  infamous 
practices.  He  said  that  if  the  Home 
Secretary  did  not  take  action  when  he 
bad  his  attention  drawn  to  such  cases  as 
these  be  ought  to  be  held  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanour.  He  bod  evidence  that 
during  tbe  progress  of  the  trial  officials 
connected  with  the  Home  Office  visited 
Mrs.  Jeffreys'  establishment,  he  sup- 
posed, for  the  purpose  of  reporting  ou 
tbe  case,  and  he  wanted  to  know  whe- 
ther there  was  at  the  Home  Office  any 
record  of  their  Beport  ?  Ho  repeated 
that  he  charged  that  for  years  the  late 
Home  Secretary  and  the  Home  Office 
knew  that  these  houses  hod  been  carried 
on.  Mr.  Minohan  had  been  dismissed 
for  making  a  charge  that  was  aaid  to 
be  baseless.  But  the  police  had  tbem- 
selves  reported  on  the  improper  cha- 
racter of  these  bouses;  and  before  the 
late  Home  Secretary  said  that  tbe  charge 
was  without  foundation  be  should  at 
least  have  examined  the  records  in  the 
Police  Office.  There  was  a  Iteport  which 
had  been  suppressed ;  and  be  said  that 
tbe  suppression  of  Boports  of  tbe  kind 
ought  to  be  made  a  misdemeanour,  and 
that  if  tbe  Home  Office  received  it  and 
did  not  act  upon  it  their  conduct  was  bo 
2tr.  Callan 


improper  that  the  official  of  tbe  Depart- 
ment who  was  responsible  ebould  be 
held  to  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanonr. 
In  tbe  month  of  April 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  I  bare  allowed  the 
bon.  Member  tbe  fullest  latitude  in  bis 
remarks,  and  I  must  now  ask  him  to 
resume  bis  seat  on  the  ground  of  irrele- 
vance and  tedious  repetition. 

Mb.  WAiiTON  said,  that  from  ita 
title  tbe  Bill  would  seem  to  range  over 
the  whole  Criminal  Law.  But  as  that 
was  not  the  purport  of  the  Bill,  he  would 
suggest  tbat  the  words  "  Criminal  Law 
Amendmont"  be  struck  out,  and  tbe 
words  ''Women  and  Girls  Froteotion 
Act "  substituted. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  I,  lino  5,  tr>  leaTs  ont  tho  words 
"Criminat  Lair  Amendment,"  and  insert  the 
worda  "  Women  snd  Girls  Protection," — (Mr. 

— instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  Ai^SHEToN  Cross)  said,  the  point  was 
worthy  of  consideration ;  but  he  would 
propose  tbat  they  should  negative  the 
Amendment,  and  the  Government  would 
state  what  they  proposed  to  do  in  the 
matter. 

Question  put,  and  agrted  to. 

Further  Proceeding  on  Consideration 
of  Bill,  as    amended,    itferrad   till  To- 


LAND    P0RC1LASE    (mBLAXD)   [aDVAKCES], 

Caniiderid  in  Committee. 

(Id  the  Committea.) 

Sttoltti,  That  it  is  expedient  to  aathoriae 
Adeaoces  out  of  tho  Consolidated  Fund  o(  the 
United  Kingdom,  of  anj  mm  or  smna  of  monej- 
not  exceeding  £5,000,000  in  the  irholo,  to  enabis 
the  Land  Commission  in  Ireland  to  mabe  Ad- 
vances for  the  purchase  of  eststeB,  in  pnnouice 
of  the  proviaioDS  of  any  Act  of  the  present  Ses- 
sion, for  providing  greater  facilities  for  the  aale 
of  land  to  accupying  tenants  in  Ireland. 

ResolutioD  to  be  reported  Te-moma. 

House  adjourned  at  Three  o'clock. 
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HOUSE    OF    L0BD8, 
Friday,    1th  Augutf,  1885. 


MINUTES.]— Pl-blic  Bilm— f.Vii  Mittding— 
Public  Hwlth  (Metropolis)  •  (240). 

Steand  Siaditig — Commitiri  nfjo(it*.f— Metro- 
politan Police  attS  Superaimuatioii  *  (2221 : 
CoDiolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)*:  £ait 
India  Army  Peomona  Deficiency  •  (239). 

ComtniVMc— Labourers  (Ireland]  (No.  2]  (235- 
241). 

ConimUttt  —  Xepert  —  Public  WorltB  Iioana  • 
(«*)■ 

Bipart  —  Third  Reading  —  Local  Government 
(Iroland)  ProVisionnI  OTden  (170);  Crown 
Lands  ■(224),  and  paiifrf. 

Third  ii(oiiinj— Parliamentary  Election*  (Re- 
toraing  Officers)  *  (231),  audpuxif. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL  ORDERS  BILL. 

{Tht  Marquiu  of  fTatn-fori.) 
(no.  170.)      REPORT. 

AmeDdment  reporttd  (according;  to 
Order)  :  Then  Standing  Order  No. 
XXXV.  eontidered  (acoori£ng  to  Ordet), 
and  diiptiutd  tvith;  Bill  read  3',  with 
the  Amendment. 
On  Motion,  "  That  the  Bill  do  pass?" 
Lord  FITZGERALD,  in  rising  to 
move  the  insertion  of  the  new  dauee 
vhich  was  rejected  at  the  prerious  Sit- 
ting by  a  majority  of  1 — the  figures 
being,  Cantenta  19,  Not-Coatants  20 — 
said,  it  provided  that  the  supply  of  water 
fay  the  Dublin  Corporation  to  the  out- 
lying towuahips  should  be  increased 
from  20  to  25  gallons  per  head  per 
day.  When  the  arrangement  was  made, 
16  years  ago,  the  valuation  of  Bray 
■was  £17,600  ;  now  it  was  £26,000— an 
increase  of  nearly  GO  per  cent ;  so  that 
the  Corporation  was  receiving  consider- 
ably more  from  Bray  now  than  it  did 
when  the  agreement  n-as  made.  The 
population  had  only  iucreast^d  in  that 
period  30  per  ceuc;  bo  that  the  advan- 
tage was  clearly  on  the  side  of  the  Cor- 
poration, and  not  on  that  of  the  town- 
ehip.  The  case  was  similar  in  regard 
to  the  other  townships.  It  was  asked 
why  the  townships,  if  they  wanted  to 
obtain  the  increase  now  asked  for,  did 
not  seek  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  efl'eot  their 
purpose  ;  but  they  had  no  funds  to  meet 
the  expenses  of  a  Private  Bill.  There 
was  nothing   to  fall    batk    upon  but 


the  rates;  and  it  was  obvious  that  they 
could  not  contend  with  a  wealthy  Cor- 
poration like  that  of  Dublin,  whose 
power  and  wealth  were  increasing  day 
by  day.  With  the  Corporation  it  was  dif- 
feirent.  It  was  now  promoting  a.  Bill, 
tbo  cost  of  which  wotud  be  paid  out  of 
the  Borough  Fund ;  and,  a«  this  was  a 
sanitary  question,  advantage  was  taken 
of  the  opportunity  on  the  part  of  the 
townships  to,  if  possible,  induce  the  Cor- 
poration to  confer  a  great  sanitary  ad- 
vantage upon  them.  He  (Lord  Fitz- 
gerald) had  carefully  looked  into  the 
Provisional  Orders,  and  seeing  the  ad- 
vantages conferred  on  the  Corporation, 
he  considered  the  townships  were  justi- 
fied in  asking  that  the  Corporation 
should  be  compelled  to  do  that  act  of 
justice  that  many  of  its  own  members 
were  willing  to  concede.  The  question 
before  their  Lordships  really  was,  whe> 
ther  they  would  not  abide  by  the  re- 
commendation of  their  own  Select  Com- 
mittee? He  was  now  authorized  to 
state  that  it  was  the  unanimous  wish  of 
the  Peers  who  had  composed  that  Com- 
mittee, that  the  clause  he  was  now  about 
to  move  should  be  agreed  to,  increasing 
the  supply  of  water  to  the  townships  by 
25  per  cent. 

Amendment  moved,  in  page  1,  af^er 
Clause  2,  to  insert  the  following 
Clause : — 

"  For  tlie  purposes  of  tho  eighth  isction  of 
the  Dalilin  CorporatiOD  Waterworks  and  Fire 
Brigade  Provisional  Order,  1874,  and  of  the 
Orders  hereby  confirmed,  the  statutable  or  con- 
tract fillowance  of  water  to  the  townships  men- 
tioned in  that  section  shall  be  deemed  to  be 
twenty-Gvn  gaUons  per  head  per  day,  ■■  pro- 
vided by  the  Acts  in  that  section  mentioned 
relatinjt  to  those  townships  respectively,  and 
the  said  Orders  and  Acts  shall  be  read  and  have 
effect  accordingly."- ( Thi  Lord  filzOirald.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  said 
Clause  be  there  inserted." 

Lord  AltDILAUN  said,  that  if  there 
was  one  rule  which  was  impressed  upon 
their  Lordships  as  one  which  should  not 
be  broken,  it  was  the  necessity  of  sup- 
porting the  Beports  of  thoir  own  Com- 
mittees. As  regarded  tho  subject  under 
notice,  he  put  it  to  their  Lordships,  whe- 
ther they  were  not  sticking  to  the  letter 
rather  than  to  the  spirit  of  the  Eepott 
of  the  Select  Committee  ?  The  Bill  was 
now  ia  the  form  in  which  it  left  the 
Committee  no  doubt  ;  but  the  noble 
Lord  tbo  Chairman  of  the  Committee, 
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and  the  noble  Pute  (tbe  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough), and  other  noble  Lords,  Mem- 
bers of  the  Committee,  had  stated  to  the 
House,  that  the  opinion  they  had  ap- 
peared to  have  expressed  on  the  Bepoit 
was  not  the  opinion  they  had  desired  to 
f^ve.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord  (the 
LordOhanoellor]had  told  them  yesterday 
that  it  was  too  lato,  or  something  to  that 
effect,  to  alter  the  Bill ;  hut  if  that  were 
the  case,  he  (Lord  Ardilaun)  would  ask 
what  was  the  object  of  having  these 
different  atagee  of  a  Bill?  "WTiy 
should  they  have  the  first  reading,  the 
second  reading,  the  Committee  stage, 
Beport,  and  third  reading  ?  Was  it  not 
that  they  might  have  so  many  oppor- 
tunities of  oorrectiag  faults  and  errors 
tiiat  might  have  occurred  in  the  conduct 
of  the  Bill  during  those  earlier  stages  ? 
Unquestionably,  When,  therefore,  they 
found  that  the  Members  of  the  Select 
Committee  were  now  practically  unani- 
mous in  declaring  that  they  appeared 
to  have  made  a  mistake  iu  their  Ke- 
port,  and  when  it  was  remembered 
that  the  Committee  was  sitting  unttt 
7  o'clock  at  night,  and  that  great 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  passage 
of  the  olauae  had  been  raised  by  the 
patties  to  the  BUI,  he  did  not  think 
that  the  objection  that  it  was  now  too 
lata  to  alter  the  Bill  should  hold  good. 
There  had  been  insuperable  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  the  drafting  of  the  clause 
before  the  Committee ;  though,  if  the 
Chairman  himself  had  seen  his  way  to 
draft  it,  the  whole  thing  would  have 
been  at  an  end.  He  would  call  their 
Lordshipa'  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
Acta  on  which  the  present  water  supply 
was  baaed  were  passed  16  years  ago, 
during  which  long  time  the  Corpora- 
tion had  taken  no  steps  to  have  these 
Acts  altered.  One  of  the  clauses 
had  been  found  unworkable  in  the 
interests  of  the  Corporation,  so  the 
Corporation  had  come  to  Parliament  to 
get  it  altered.  Whilst  they  effected  their 
purpose,  it  was  but  right  that  the  town- 
ships should  seek  to  obtain  an  alteration 
in  the  existing  law,  which  was  found 
to  be  disadvantageous  to  them.  He 
earnestly  supported  the  Amendment. 

The  Mamubss  of  WATEEFORD 
said,  hs  was  surprised  that  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  opposite  (Lord  Fitz- 
gerald) ehonld  hare  brought  that  matter 
again  before  the  House,  after  the  deci- 
sion which  had  been  given  yesterday. 
Lord  Ardilaun 


It  was  fiAid  that  the  water  supplied  to 
the  townships  was  sought  to  be  cot 
down  by  the  Corporation  ;  but  that  was 
not  the  fact,  and  if  the  townships  had 
been  receiving  more  than  30  gallons  pet 
head  per  day,  it  was  in  excess  of  that 
to  which  they  were  entitled.  The  town- 
ships had  the  right  under  their  own 
local  Acts,  passed  16  years  ago,  to  20 
gallonsof  water  per  head  per  day.  Thej 
were  to  have  that  amount  assessed  on  the 
number  of  the  population,  and  all  that  the 
Corporation  had  done  had  been  to  de- 
sire to  assess  the  papulation  property. 
There  had  been  no  means  in  Ireland  of 
finding  out  what  the  population  was; 
and  all  they  asked  for,  in  the  preaeat 
Bill,  was  that  they  should  have  those 
means,  and  that  there  should  be  a  legal 
definition  of  the  term  "  population  "  for 
the  purposes  of  assessment.  It  ms 
admitted  that  during  the  16  years 
referred  to,  the  townships  had  re- 
ceived a  large  number  of  gallons  per 
head  per  day  more  than  they  were 
entitled  to.  The  Corporatioo,  how- 
ever, on  that  account  made  no  proposal 
to  cut  down  the  quantity  of  water  sup- 
plied. Itwould  remain  as  it  was.  The 
only  proposal  was  that  the  townships 
should  be  limited  to  what  they  them- 
selves arranged  for  16  years  ago,  and 
that  any  water  beyond  that  should  be 
paid  for  at  the  rate  of  2^.  per  1,000 
gallons.  Finding  an  opportunity  of 
getting  from  the  Corporation  what  they 
were  really  not  entitled  to — namely  to 
have  an  additional  supply  of  water  with* 
out  paying  the  2^i.  per  1,000  gallons 
chargeable  for  it  —  it  was  evident  to 
him  now  that  was  what  the  opponents 
of  the  Bill  meant.  He  would  call  their 
Lordships'  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
proposal  had  only  been  brought  befor)> 
the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Ijords  at 
the  last  moment,  and  that  it  had  never 
been  submitted  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons Committee  at  all.  He  trusted 
their  Lordships  would  not  reverse  the 
decision  they  arrived  at  yesterday,  and 
throw  out  the  Bill  at  the  last  moment. 
The  House  could  only  act  upon  what  it 
saw,  and  that  was,  in  this  case,  that 
the  Bill  was  reported  without  Amend- 
ment; and  though  now  it  was  said 
the  Committee  were  unanimous  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Amendment,  yet  they  had 
practised  an  extraordinary  method  of 
showing  their  unanimity — namely,  by 
,  neglecting  to  put  in  this  danse.    It  was 


CocH^lc 


1433        Treaty  of  BtrUn—         {Auoubt  7,  1883 

only  aa  an  afterthought  that  it  was  pro- 
posed.  It  would  be  most  unfair  to  the 
Corporation  of  Dublin  to  acrept  it. 
vould  have  the  effect  of  taking  hold  of 
the  property  of  the  Corporation,  whiuli 
was  really  tie  property  of  tho  people  of 
Dublin.  If  they  accepted  the  Amend- 
ment and  broke  doirn  the  existing  law, 
as  to  the  quantity  of  vater  to  be  sup- 
plied to  the  townships,  they  would  also 
break  down  alt  those  various  Local  Acts 
which  had  been  reported  to  have  been 
iu  esistencii  for  16  years,  for  it  propoaed 
to  allow  an  extra  hre  gallons  of  water 
per  head  without  increasing  the  charge. 
He  vould  again  say  that  he  hoped  their 
Lordships  would  not  reverse  the  decieion 
at  which  they  arrived  yesterday. 

The  Dckb  of  MAELBOEOUGH 
said,  that  their  Lordships  had  had  the 
case  most  ably  and  clearly  put  before 
them,  and  after  what  had  falkn  yester- 
day from  tho  noble  and  learned  Lord 
(Lord  Fitagerald)  and  that  day  from  the 
noble  Lord  (Lord  Ardilaun),  he  was  e 
ceedingly  surprised  at  the  attitude  tak< 
by  the  noble  Marquess  who  represented 
the  Qovemment  in  the  matter  ^the  Mar' 
quess  of  WatarfordJ.  They  were  accus- 
tomed to  see  GO  many  changes  in  the 
attitude  of  Parties  in  Parliament  that 
one  was  prepared  almost  for  anything; 
but  he  certainly  was  not  prepared  to  see 
the  noble  Marquess  give  such  an  extra- 
ordinary support  as  this  to  the  privi- 
leges of  the  Corporation  of  Dublin. 
Such  a  circumstance  seamed  to  him 
(the  Duke  of  Uarlborough)  to  be  most 
remarkable.  The  injustice  under  which 
the  minor  townships  were  labouring  had 
been  clearly  shown,  and  it  was  surely 
too  much  to  Bay  that  that  injustice 
should  not  be  removed  except  at  the 
expense  ol  a  special  Aot  of  Parliament. 
He  put  it  to  the  Government  that  tho 
unanimous  decision  of  the  Peers  who 
had  formed  the  Select  Committee  should 
be  taken  as  a  gaide  in  this  matter.  As 
that  was  the  only  occasion  of  which  the 
t«wnsbipfi  could  avail  themselves  iu 
order  to  obviate  the  injustice  he  had 
referred  to,  he  should  give  his  vote  for 
the  Amendment.  If  the  House  decided 
that  the  townships  must,  in  order  to 
obtain  what  they  sought  for,  go  through 
the  expensive  process  of  trying  to  get 
an  Act  of  Parliament  themselves,  then 
it  would  be  impossible  for  them  to  ob- 
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was  whether  they  would  take  on  them- 
selves the  responsiblity  of  inserting  the 
Amendment ;  but  they  were  absolutely 
unanimous  as  to  the  justice  of  the  pro- 
posal. 

On  Question  ?  Their  Lordships  du 
vided: — Contents  21 ;  Not-Contents  19  : 
Majority  2. 

Seiolvcd  in  the  affirmative ;  clause 
inter  fed  accordingly. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

'BiM.paMtd,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

TREATT  OF  BERLIN -ARTICLE  X.— 

THE  VARNA  AND  HU8TCHUK 

RAILWAY. 

QUESTIOX.      OBSERV.VTIOXS. 

Lord  SANDHURST,  in  rising  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minieter,  Whether  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  propose  to  take  any  ' 
steps,  and,  if  so,  what  steps,  to  insure 
compliance  by  the  State  of  Bulgaria 
with  Article  10  of  the  Treaty  of  Berlin, 
iu  so  far  as  it  refers  to  the  Yama  and 
Eustchuk  Bailway?  said,  that  several 
Questions  had  been  asked  in  the  House 
of  Commons  on  the  subject ;  hut  the 
answers  given  bad  not  been  very  re- 
assuring. The  action  of  the  Bulgarian 
Government  had  been  so  dilatory  aa  to 
be  almost  suggestive  of  bad  faith.  If  it 
were  a  private  individual  or  firm,  there 
would  be  a  method  of  dealing  with  it, 
and  he  could  not  see  how  the  code  of 
commercial  honour  of  States  differed 
from  that  of  individuals.  The  Article 
of  the  Treaty  of  Berlin  seemed  in 
danger  of  lapsing ;  and,  if  one  Article 
lapsed,  the  whole  might  do  so,  an  idea 
in  which  Her  Majesty's  Government 
were  hardly  likely  to  concur.  In  ask- 
ing the  Question,  he  was  actuated  by  no 
self-intereat — he  was  not  a  shareholder, 
a  Director — hut,  judging  from  the 
Blue  Book,  the  conduct  of  Bulgaria  was 
at  variance  with  ordinary  notions  of 
commercial  honour. 

TiiB  Marqdebb  of  SALISBURY,  in 
reply,  said,  that  the  noble  and  gallant 
Lord  opposite  (Lord  Sandhurst^  had  re- 
lied a  good  deal  upon  the  Article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Berlin  ;  but  he  (the  Marquess 
of  Salisbury)  very  much  doubted  whe- 
ther that  Article  had  precisely  the  bear- 
ing which  appeared  to  have  been  sug- 
gested to   the  mind  of  the  noble  a 


tain  a  measure  of  justice.     The  only   gallant  Lord.    He  did  not  gather  from 
point  the  Committee  bad  before  them   it  that  it  gave  any  new  rights  to  the 


glc 


H35         Lalourtrt  [Irtland) 


ILOEDS} 


(Xo.  2)  Bin. 


14M 


Company.  The  Treaty  of  Berlin  trans- 
ferred Bulgaria,  bo  far  aa  practical  go- 
vernment went,  from  the  I'orte  to  the 
Princ9  of  Bulgaria,  and  the  Prince  buc- 
ceeded  to  the  obligations  which  the 
Forte  had  assumed  in  respect  of  this 
railway.  Theiefore,  tlis  Bailway  Com- 
pany bad  precisely  the  same  rights 
against  the  Prince  that  it  had  against 
the  Porte,  neither  more  nor  less.  No 
doubt,  the  creditors  of  the  Kailway 
Company  had  been  badly  treated.  8ac- 
ceisive  OoTemmonts  in  England  bad 
done  wliat  was  in  their  power  to  bring 
about  a  satisfactory  settlement  of  the 
long-standing  claim  of  the  Company; 
but  those  efforts  had  proved  ineffectual, 
and  the  noble  and  gallant  Lord  seemed 
to  think  it  strange  they  bad  not  suc- 
ceeded. No  doubt,  as  the  noble  and 
gallant  Lord  bad  said,  in  this  country  a 
creditor  could  easily  bring  a  debtor  to 
book;  but,  among  the  inventions  of 
modem  times,  a  Bankruptcy  Court  as 
between  nations  had  not  yet  been  dis- 
covered, and,  therefore,  a  process  wbicb 
would  be  easily  applied  to  a  private 
debtor  in  this  country  could  not  be  ap- 
plied to  a  State  which  did  not  fulfil  its 
obligations.  The  noble  and  gallant  Lord 
asked  what  steps  were  to  be  taken  to 
insure  the  payment  of  the  obligations 
of  the  State  to  the  Yama  Railway. 
"  Insure  "  was  a  big  word,  and  he  did 
cot  know  whether  the  noble  and  gallant 
T<ord  attached  any  military  views  to  the 
idea,  or  whether  he  intended  to  carry 
out  the  analogy  be  had  instituted,  by 
issuing  process  against  Bulgaria,  and 
attaching  the  body  of  the  Prince  or 
those  of  the  inhabitants.  He  (the  Mar- 
quess of  Salisbury)  must  say  that  none 
of  those  material  methods  appeared  to 
be  open  to  us,  and  we  were  left  entirely 
to  such  moral  influence  as  other  nations 
of  Europe  and  ourselves  could  exercise. 
He  doubted  whether  it  was  incumbent 
upon  us  especially,  or  whether  it  was 
incumbent  upon  all  the  Signatories  to 
the  Berlin  Treaty,  to  secure  that  proper 
effect  should  be  given  to  the  Article  re- 
lied upon ;  but  he  earnestly  hoped  that, 
by  the  wisdom  of  the  nations  ot*  Europe, 
some  exhortations  might  be  addressed 
to  the  Bulgarian  Oovernment  sufficiently 
pressing  to  induce  them  to  do  more  jus- 
tice than  they  had  hitherto  done  to  these 
and  to  other  creditors.  He  should  be 
sorry  to  use  any  language  which  would 
separate  his  statement  from  those  of  his 
7X«  Margueu  o/Sa/ishiry 


Predecessor  (Earl  Qranville),  which  had 
been  described  aa  sympathetic,  but  not 
'  o  encouraging  on  the  subject.  As  to 
mself,  he  desired  to  offer  the  noble 
and  gallant  Lord  who  asked  the  Ques- 
tion all  the  sympathy  in  his  power ;  bnt, 
beyond  sympathj.he  doubted  very  much 
whether  he  could  promise  any  assistance. 
He  could  only  say  that  all  meaos  that 
were  open  to  the  Government  diplo- 
matically they  should  gladly  bring  to 
bear  so  as  to  secure  the  equitable  settle- 
ment of  these  long  outstanding  claims. 
It  was  much  to  be  regretted  that  they 
had  stood  over  so  long.  But,  at  the 
same  time,  it  was  only  fair  to  say  it  was 
probable  that  the  delay  of  the  BtUgarlan 
Qovernment  in  making  payment  was  to 
be  attributed  quite  as  much  to  financial 
embarrassment  as  t«  any  indisposition 
to  satisfy  the  demands  of  the  Company. 
He  should  be  glad  to  use  his  efforts  to 
get  the  matter  referred  to  arbitration, 
if  he  thought  that  arbitration  could  lead 
to  any  practical  results ;  but  it  did  not 
seem  likely  that  it  could  do  so.  The 
matter  should  receive  all  the  attention 
the  Government  could  give  to  it ;  bathe 
could  not  give  any  promise  to  insore 
the  satisfaction  of  the  claims  of  the 
Company. 

LABOURERS  (IRELAND)  (No.  2)  BILL. 

{Tha  Xarjueu  of  Wtttrfori.) 

(ho.  23o.)      comuitteb. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  House  to  be 
put  into  Committee  read. 

The  Maroxfess  of  WATERFORD,  in 
moving  that  the  House  do  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee,  said,  that  the  object 
of  the  Bill  was  to  render  the  Act  of  1 883 
workable  by  removing  some  of  the  diffi- 
culties that  had  been  found  to  exist  in 
that  Act.  It  was  passed  when  Parlia- 
ment wss  anxious  to  deal  in  a  comprft- 
hensive  manner  with  tho  bousing  of  the 
Irish  agricultural  labourer,  and  con- 
tained some  novel  principles,  which 
their  Lordships  always  approached  with 
great  caution,  and  would  only  adopt  in 
case  of  absolute  necessity.  He  would 
first  state  shortly  what  provisions  the 
Labourers  (Ireland)  Act,  1883,  con- 
tained. In  the  first  place,  it  arranged 
that  if  12  ratepayers,  residing  within 
a  sanitary  district,  represented  that  the 
existing  house  accommodation  for  agri- 
cultural Iftbourcrswas  deficient,  or  unfit 
for  habitation,  the  Sanitary  Authority 
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should  call  a  meeting  after  M  days' 
notice,  and,  if  aatiBfied  that  such  was 
the  case,  should  pass  a  reaolution,  and 
make  a  scheme  for  imprOToment.  The 
12  ratepayers  were  to  suggest  the  most 
suitable  positions  for  the  houses  re- 
quired. The  Sanitary  Authority,  after 
haring  publiehed  a  statement  of  the 
Echemo  in  the  months  of  September, 
October,  or  November,  and  served  notice 
OQ  the  owner  and  occupier  of  the  land 
which  they  proposeod  to  acquire,  were 
to  petition  the  Local  Qovemment  Board, 
prayinff  that  an  Order  mig^ht  be  made 
confirming  the  scheme.  With  the  Peti- 
tion were  to  be  sent  maps  and  estimates 
of  the  proposed  undertaking,  and  also  a 
statement  as  to  whether  the  owner  or 
occupier  dissented  from  the  proposal. 
The  Local  Oovemment  Board  were  then 
to  bold  a  local  inquiry,  and,  if  satisGed 
with  the  proposal,  were  empowered  to 
make  a  Provisional  Order  saDOCioning 
the  scheme ;  but  that  Proviaional  Order 
would  not  take  effect  in  case.s  where  an 
objection  was  raised  by  owners  or  occu- 
piers, or  where  three  ratepayers  had 
petitioned  within  the  specified  time 
against  the  scheme,  unless  it  was  con- 
firmed by  Act  of  Parliament.  When 
that  conSrmation  had  been  obtained,  the 
Sanitary  Authority  were  empowered  to 
purchase  the  land  conipulsorily  and 
carry  the  scheme  into  execution,  and  the 
Treasury  was  bound  to  advance  the 
money,  paying  off  the  interest  and  prin- 
cipal in  a  certain  number  of  years,  in 
oriier  to  enable  the  Sanitary  Authority 
to  carry  the  scheme  into  effect.  The 
Act  had  been  found  to  be  almost  in- 
operative, and  be  was  afraid  it  would 
be  found,  as  time  went  on,  more  inope- 
rative still.  There  were  a  number  of 
achemes  proposed;  but  so  great  were 
the  difficulties  of  carrying  them  out,  that 
very  few  houses  were  built,  and,  unless 
the  Act  were  amended,  there  would  be 
even  fewer  for  the  future.  A  Committee 
sat  upon  this  question  in  "another 
place  "  last  year,  and  obtained  a  great ' 
deal  of  valuable  and  interesting  evi- 
dence, and  upon  its  B«port  the  present 
Bill  was  mainly  framed.  The  reasons 
set  out  in  that  Report  why  the  Act  of 
1883  was  not  workable  were  shortly 
these-— that  the  expenses  attending  the 
working  of  the  Act  of  ltlB3  were  so  enor- 
mous that  th^y  discouraged  the  Sanitary 
Authorities  and  Boards  of  Quardians 
from  taking  action  in  the  matter,  for 


fear  they  ehonid  place  too  great  a  burdon 
upon  the  rates.  In  the  first  place,  the 
Sanitary  Authority  was  obliged  to  pur- 
chase the  fee-simple  of  the  land,  and 
the  cost  ofproofoftitle  and  conveyancing 
was  very  heavy,  and  entirely  dispro-  ' 
portionate  to  the  size  of  the  plot  of  land 
required,  the  cost  being  to  all  intents 
the  same  as  if  the  Sanitary  Authority 
was  purchasing  a  large  estate  instead 
of  half-au-acre.  Secondly,  the  cost  of 
Parliamentary  confirmation  which  was 
incuri'ed  in  every  ease  whore  the 
scheme  was  opposed  was  very  great. 
Thirdly,  the  rate  of  interest  charged 
by  the  Treasury  and  the  shortness 
of  the  maximum  term  allowed  for  re- 
payment made  the  money  borrowed  a 
heavy  chargH  upon  the  rates.  Then, 
ag-ain,  there  were  other  causes  which 
prevented  the  Act  being  put  into  opera- 
tion. It  obliged  the  Sanitary  Authority 
to  buy  land,  and  build  a  new  cottage 
upon  it;  but  there  was  no  provision 
made  for  repairing  existing  cottages, 
and  allotting  plots  of  land  to  them.  More- 
over, the  arrangement  which  limited  the 
service  of  notices  to  the  months  of  Sep- 
tember, October,  and  November  was 
found  not  to  be  aufficifint.  It  was  shown 
in  evidence,  that  the  cost  of  building  a 
cottage  of  a  kitchen  and  two  rooms,  with 
all  the  sanitary  arrangements  required 
by  the  Local  Government  Board,  would 
be  about  £T0,  and  the  legal  and  other 
expenses,  including  the  purchase  money, 
would  come  to  some  £35  more,  making 
in  all  £105.  The  annual  payment  to 
the  Treasury  for  35  years  for  that  sum 
would  be  something  over  £5  12>.,  a  sum 
which  it  would  be  perfectly  impossible 
to  expect  an  agricultural  labourer,  from 
the  small  wages  he  received  in  tho 
greater  part  of  Ireland,  to  pay  in  the 
shape  of  rent  for  his  cottage  and  plot  of 
land.  About  Is.  to  1*.  3d.  was  as  much 
as  an  agricultural  labourer  could  pay  in 
Ireland ;  and,  therefore,  if  that  rent 
were  put  upon  the  houses,  the  rates 
would  have  to  hear  more  than  half  the 
charge  for  35  years,  with  the  risk  that  if 
tho  house  became  untenanted,  or  the 
labourer  became  unable  to  pay  even  that 
rent,  the  rates  would  have  to  bear  it  all. 
The  Bill  got  rid  of  many  of  these  diffi- 
culties. In  the  first  place,  it  got  over 
the  difficulty  and  expense  of  purchase 
by  empowering  the  Local  Government 
Boanl,  with  the  consent  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  and  Privy  Oouncil,  to  make 
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a  Provisional  Order  to  enable  the  Sani- 
tary Authority  to  take  land  compulaorily 
upoD  leaae  for  93  years,  and  limited 
owners  were  given  power  to  grant  Buch 
leases.  There  would  be  very  little  ex- 
pense in  taking  such  a  lease  compared 
with  the  expense  of  purchaeing  the  fee- 
eimple,  and  the  rates  would  be  saved  to 
that  extent.  In  cases  of  dispute,  the 
Land  Court  was  to  fix  the  rent  which 
was  to  be  paid  by  the  Sanitary  Autho- 
rity. If  the  land  were  liable  to  quit 
tent,  Crown  rent,  or  in  the  occupation 
of  a  tenant,  the  apportionment  of  auch 
rent  was  to  be  settled  by  agreement.  If 
not  so  settled,  the  Court  was  to  appor- 
tion. The  owner,  if  aggrieved,  could 
obtain  a  re-hearing  of  his  case  by  the 
Land  Commission  under  the  44th  and 
48th  aeotions  of  the  Act  of  1881.  A 
Provisional  Order  made  by  the  Local 
Qovemment  Board  did  not  require  to  be 
confirmed  by  Act  of  Parliament,  in  caaes 
where  a  Petition  was  lodged ;  but,  in- 
stead of  going  before  Parliament,  ar- 
rangement was  made  that  the  petitioner's 
oaae  be  heard  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
and  Privy  Council,  who  then  could  con- 
firm or  r^'ect  the  Frovisional  Order. 
The  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council  vaa  to 
make  rules  for  the  procedure,  the  pay- 
ment of  fees  and  costs,  tec.  In  addition 
to  these  provisions,  the  Sanitary  Autho- 
rity could  purchane  and  put  into  repair 
any  existing  cottage,  aud  add  half-an- 
acre  of  land  to  it,  or  could  take  an  exist- 
ing cottage  ao  lease.  The  time  for 
serving  notices  of  the  improvement 
scheme,  instead  of  being  limited,  as  in 
the  Act  of  1883,  to  the  months  of  Sep- 
tember, October,  and  November,  was, 
by  the  Bill,  extended  to  the  whole  year. 
An  Inspector  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  was  to  report  if  a  house  were 
unfit  for  habitation,  and  the  Sanitary 
Authority  was  to  require  the  owner  to 
repair  it,  or  prevent  it  being  further 
used.  Anybody  disregarding  the  order 
of  the  Sanitary  Authority  in  this  respect 
was  liable  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  IOj. 
a-day.  The  definition  of  an  agricultural 
labourer  was  revised  and  enlarged,  and 
the  term  fixed  for  the  continuance  of 
the  Aot  would  be  fixed  at  seven  years 
from  1383,  instead  of  for  five  years,  the 
date  named  in  the  original  Act.  The 
Bill,  he  thought,  was  distinctly  a  step 
in  the  right  direction.  Its  object  was 
to  provide  house  accommodation  for  one 
of  ihe  most  deserving  classes  in  Ii-eland 
Tl'f  Mnrquett  o/  TFaUr/or4 
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and  it  was  hoped  that,  while  these 
classes  were  by  these  means  put  into  a 
state  of  comfort,  indirect  benefits  would 
iferred  on  all  classes  of  society. 
The  House  had  already  assented  to  the 
principle  by  passing  the  Act  of  1883, 
and  ought,  therefore,  to  pass  a  Bill 
which  would  give  the  labourers  an  Act 
which  would  really  he  workable.  In 
some  quarters  a  fear  was  felt  that  the 
measure  might  be  used  for  political  pur- 
poses ;  but  be  hoped  that  would  not  be 
the  case,  and  there  were  provisions  in 
the  Bill  that  were  intended  to  guard 
against  such  an  unfortimate  result. 
Should  that  precaution  prove  efficient, 
the  Bill  would  be  a  real  blessing  to  the 
cIqss  whom  it  was  intended  to  benefit. 
The  noble  Marquessconcluded  by  making 
the  Motion  of  which  he  had  given  No- 
tice. 

Monti,  "That  the  Honse  do  resolve 
itself  into  Committee."— (7i^«  Marqutu 
of  WaUr/ord.) 

The  Earl  of  WEITTSS  said,  he 
wished  to  know  whether  the  Bill  was  to 
enable  Sanitary  Authorities  or  others  to 
build  houses  for  the  working  classes, 
partly  out  of  the  rates  aud  partly  out  uf 
the  public  funds  ? 

The  MAsaoBss  of  WATBEFOED: 
No. 

The  Eabl  of  WEMYSS  :  Well,  out 
of  the  ratee  ? 

The  Mabquess  of  WATERFOBD: 
Tes,  out  of  the  rates. 

The  Easl  of  WEUYSS  said,  that  the 
noble  Marquess  had  spoken  of  the  Bill 
as  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  What 
was  the  terminus  of  the  road  along  which 
the  noble  Marquess  desired  to  travel? 
Was  any  limit  to  be  imposed  to  the  ad- 
vance of  money  for  such  purposes  ? 

The  Marquess  of  WATERFOED 
said,  that  he  must  remind  the  noble  Earl 
that  this  was  not  a  new  departure  in 
legislation.  He  used  the  expression  to 
indicate  that  the  object  of  the  Bill  was 
simply  to  render  operative  an  Act  the 
principle  of  which  their  Lordships  had 
accepted  in  1 863. 

LoBD  FITZQEEALIi  eaid,  ha  per- 
fectly agreed  that  the  Bill  was  a  atep  ia 
the  right  direction  with  respect  to  a  sub- 
ject of  considerable  importance  —  the 
improvement  of  the  condition  of  Irieh 
agricultural  labourers.  That  question 
had  been  a  nubject  of  controversy  for  the 
last  30  yeai-s.    A  Bill  on  the  subject 
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proposed  without  Notice,  he  ehould  b« 
glad  if  the  noble  Earl  would  move  it  on 
Beport. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee) withdrawn. 


bad  been  passed  in  1657,  but  it  failed; 
and  several  intennediate  attempts  had 
been  made  to  deal  satiefactorily  with 
tbe  qneBtion,  but  without  success.  No 
doubt,  on  large  estates,  and  especially 
on  that  of  the  noble  Marquess  himself 
(the  Marquess  of  Waterford),  sa£Bcient 
cottage  accommodation  was  already  pro- 
vided by  the  laudlords.  But  outside 
those  estates  the  condition  of  the 
Irish  laboutera  in  regard  to  resi- 
dence waa  a  reproach  to  civilization, 
and  it  was  impossible  for  any  consider- 
able advance  in  their  well-being  to  be 
made  unless  their  faomea  wera  greatly 
impraved.  He  hoped  their  Lordships 
would  pass  the  Bill,  and  thereby  give  a 
most  deserving  class  a  chance  of  ad- 
vancing in  prosperity  and  comfort. 

Motion  agrtti  to :  House  in  Committee 
accordingly. 

Clanees  I  to  11,  inclusive,  severally 
agr$«d  to. 

Provisional  Oritrt. 

Clause  12  {Provisional  order  may  be 
confirmed  by  the  Privy  Council). 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Marquess  of 
"Wateefobd,  Amendments  made  in 
pag^  5,  line  12,  after  ("than")  leave 
out  (''twelve")  and  insert  ("sii"); 
in  line  17,  after  ("not")  leave  out 
("more") and  insert  ("less");  and  in 
line  28,  after  the  word  ("  Council ' ')  to 
insert  the  words  ("  after  hearing  the 
petitioner  or  giving  him  an  opportunity 
of  being  heard.") 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  13  (Amendment  of  provisional 
orders  made  before  this  Act). 

On  tbe  Motion  of  The  Marquess  of 
Watebfobd,     Amendment     made     in 

?age  6,  after  ("  not ")  leave  out 
"  more  ")  and  insert  ("less.") 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  14  and  15  severally  agreed  to. 

Clause  16  (Powers  of  the  sanitary 
ftuthority  relative  to^  purchase  existing 
cottages,  and  allot  laud  to  existing  cot- 
tages). 

The  Eael  of  COUETOWN  moved, 
as  an  Amendment,  to  insert  words  to 
render  it  clear  that  the  purchase  should 
be  by  agreement. 

The  MARauEBs  of  WATEBFORD 
said,  that  as  this  was  a  new  Auiendment 
VOL.  ceo.     [TUiuii  aEitiEs.] 


On  the  Motion  of  The  Marquess  of 
Watjcbfors,  Amendment  made  in 
page  8,  line  22,  at  end  of  the  line,  add — 

"  Provided  also,  ttal,  eicept  in  the  caso  of  a 
tract  of  land  in  tbe  neighbourhood  of  a  I'jn'n  or 
village  as  aforesaid,  a  sanitary  authority  shall 
not  let  or  pnrmit  to  he  hold  any  land  acquired 
by  thorn  under  tho  laid  Act  aa  amended  by  this 
Act  to  or  by  any  persoD  who  is  not  also  t«nBnt 
to  tbe  sanitary  authority  of  a  dwelting-houee. ' ' 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Earl  of  Coob- 
Towif,  Amendment  made  by  omitting,  in 
the  same  page,  lines  24  and  25. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  17  (Closing  of  dwellings  unfit 
for  habitation)  agrttd  to. 

Clause  18  (Area  of  charge  for  rate 
levied  by  the  sanitary  authority). 

LoKD  VENTBY,  in  moving  an  Amend- 
ment with  the  object  of  creating  a  right 
of  approval  to  the  Local  Government 
Boant  against  unjust  assessment  by 
Sanitary  Authorities,  said,  that,  unless 
the  Amendment  were  accepted,  it  would 
be  in  tbe  power  of  Boards  of  0-uardians 
to  favour  particular  districts  at  the  ex- 
pense of  otners. 

Amendment  moved,  in  page  9,  line  36, 
after  ("  authority  ")  insert  ("  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  Local  Government 
hatiA.")— {The  Lord  Tinlry.) 

After  Bome  discussion, . 

Thb  Maequbsb  op  wateefobd 
said,  that  in  deference  to  what  appeared 
to  be  the  sense  of  the  House  he  would 
accept  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  agreed  to ;  words  imerted 
accordingly. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  19  (Miscellaneous  amendments 
of  Act  of  1883.  46  &  47  Tict.  c.  60) 
agreed  to. 

Lord  TENTBY,  in  moving  the  inser- 
tion of  a  new  clause  (Ii'a),  tbe  object  of 
which  was  to  enable  a  landowner,  from 
whom  it  was  proposed  to  take  land  com- 
pideorily,  to  offer,  as  an  alternative, 
other  land  in  lieu  of  tbat  proposed  to  be 
taken,  said,  he  believed  it  would  make 
the  Bill  work  much  more  smoothly,  and 

'•'"  I, Google 
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would  also  tend  to  prevent  its  being  uaed 
by  Sanitary  Authorities  as  an  instrument 
of  oppression. 

iIov»d,  To  add,  in   page    10,   ai 
ClauHB  19,  the  following  new  clause 
(Fowarto  owner  to  propose  alternative 


m.) 

"  When  in  execution  of  the  Labonrere  (Ire- 
land) Act,  1BB3,  after  the  completion  of  an  im- 
proTsment  scheme,  notice  of  the  compnisow 
taking  of  an;  lands  for  the  parpoKH  of  such 
aoheme,  or  any  part  thereof,  has  been  aerved 
upon  anj  owner  or  reputed  owner,  and  each 
owner  or  reputed  owner  in  his  ananer  to  luch 
notice  atsteB  that  ho  disientB  to  the  taking  of 
•uch  lands,  he  may  in  Biicb  answer  offer  to  the 
Military  authority,  initsad  of  such  lands,  other 
lande  of  which  he  is  the  owner,  and  which  lands 
he,  with  the  coneent  of  the  occupier  thereof, 
may  agree  to  be  appropriated  to  each   par- 

"  On  the  consideration  of  the  petition  foi 
the  conBimation  of  such  soheme,  and  of  the 
local  iaquiry  to  he  held  in  relation  thereto,  the 
offer  of  such  owner  and  the  propriety  of  accept- 
ing the  same  shall  be  considered,  and  if  such 
offer  shall  bo  accepted  the  lands  speoiflad  in  such 
offer  may  be  aubatitnted  for  the  lands  originally 
sought  to  be  taken  from  such  owner  compul- 
BorOf,  and  anoh  substitution  shall  not  be  deemed 
to  be  an  addition  to  the  lands  proposed  in  the 

The  MABanEss  or  WATBEFOEU 
said,  he  thought  the  proposal  a  fair  one, 
and  he  would  aocept  it. 

Olanse  agrMi  to,  and  oMed  to  the  Bill. 

Lord  VENTRT  moTod  the  insertion 
ot  a  new  clause  (19b),  the  object  of 
which  was  to  insure  a  period  of  six 
weeks'  notice  to  a  landowner  whose  land 
it  was  pToposed  to  take  eompulsorily. 

Mottd,  to  add,  in  page  10,  after 
Clause  I9a,  the  following  new  clause: — 

(Limit  of  time  for  giving  answers.) 
**  The  time  within  which  any  owner,  or  re- 
pnted  owner  and  lessee,  or  reputed  lessee,  of 
any  lands  served  with  any  notice  as  to  the  Dom- 
pidsory  taking  of  such  lands  for  an  improve- 
ment scheme  under  the  lAhouren  (Ireland) 
Act,  1883,  msj_  give  an  answer  thereto,  as  re- 
quired by  the  said  Act,  or  by  this  Act,  shall  be 
mx  (S)  weeks  after  the  service  of  such  uotice." 
— (T*»  Lord  Vmlry.) 

The  JtfABiuEss  of  WATEEFORD 
said,  that  there  was  something  fair  in 
the  proposal.  If  the  noble  Lord  would 
make  it  SI  days  he  would  accept  it. 

Lord  VENTRT  suggested  a  month. 

The  Marquess  of  WATEBFORD 
said,  be  would  accept  the  term  as  al- 
tered. 

Zorrf  Veat/y 
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Clanse  amendtd,  by  leaving  out,  in  line 
0,  the  words  ("six  (6)  weeks")  and 
inserting  instead  the  words  ("  one 
month,'') 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreti  to,  and 
aided  to  the  Bill. 


Lord  TENTEY  moved  the  insertion 
of  a  new  Clause  (19c),  with  the  view 
of  enabling  the  rents  due  for  sites  of 
cottages  to  be  set  off  against  rates  due 
by  the  landlord  in  the  electoral  diviuon 
io  which  the  cottages  were  situated. 

Moved,  to  add,  in  page  10,  after  danse 
19b,  the  following  new  Clause: — 

"  Any  person  liable  to  the  payment  of  ra.t«« 
in  any  sanitary  district,  and  en^tled  to  receive 
any  rente  from  the  sanitary  authority  of  such 
district  in  respect  of  any  lands  approprialod  to 
ipTOvement  scheme,  may  £ 
—  by  way  of  set-off  agaiol 
ir  any  part  of  su<£  rei 
the  same  had  accrued  due  previona  to  the 
striking  of  such  rates,  and  are  payable  out  of 
the  electoral  division  in  which  sach  lands  ttze 
situate."— (TA*  iord  Vtntrg.) 

The  MAsanEas  of  WATERFORD 
said,  he  thought  it  would  be  better  that 
the  rent  should  be  a  eet-o£F  for  the  ratee, 
not  in  the  electoral  division,  hut  in  the 
whole  Union.  The  noble  Lord's  pro- 
posal would,  he  feared,  lead  to  compli- 
cation. He  would  suggest  that  the 
matter  should  be  dealt  with  on  Report. 

Clause  (by  leave  of  the  Committee) 
withdrawn. 

Lord  YENTRT  moved  the  insertion 
of  a  new  clause  (19d),  giving  the  Local 
Oovernment  Board  power  to  order  an 
inquiry  npou  the  complaint  of  any  per- 
son liable  to  the  payment  of  poor  rates 
as  to  any  breach  or  non-oomplianoe  with 
the  proviwons  of  Section  13  of  the  La- 
bourers (Ireland)  Act,  1883,  by  the 
Sanitary  Authority;  and  also  giving  the 
Board  power  to  enforce  the  observancQ 
of  the  section  in  question  by  the  impo- 
sition of  a  penalty  upon  ^e  Sanitary 
Authority. 

Moetd,  to  add,  in  page  10,  after  Clause 
(c),  the  following  new  Clause : — 

When  complaint  is  mads  to  the  Local  Go- 
vemment  Board  by  any  person  liable  to  the 
payment  of  pooia  rates  m  any  sanitary  district 
of  any  bieacb  of  or  non-compliance  with  any 
of  the  provisions  of  section  thirteen  of  the  La- 
bouretB  (Ireland)  Act,  1893,  by  the  Sanitary 
Authority,  the  Local  Oovemment  Board  may- 
direct  a  local  inquiry  to  be  held,  and  if  sacb. 
breach  or  non-compliance  shall  be  proved  at 
such  local  inquiry,    the   l/ooal  Government 
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Board  mB}-  make  aach  order  with  tespoct  to 
■uctl  breach  or  naa-compIianc«  and  for  pro- 

hibiting  the  contimiance  thereof  as  to  the  said 
Board  shall  wem  fit,  and  may  aoforca  the  ob- 
•orranco  of  the  aame  by  the  iropoutioa  of  a 
penalty  upon  the  Military  authority  not  ex- 
ceeding pounds,  and  by  a  farther 
Ssnalty  aoteic«eding  ^undaforeTeiy 
ay  after  the  first  dnnng  which  such 
breach  or  non-compliance  thall  contiuae." — 
{TheLtrd  Vtnlry.) 

The  Mabqcess  ov  WATEKFOED 
said,  that  the  Local  GoTemmettt  Board 
might  be  trusted  tQ  do  its  duty  with- 
out any  provision  of  this  kind  being 
insetted.  He  could  not  accept  the 
dause. 

GlauBS  (by  leave  of  the  Comniittee) 
nilhdraien. 

Lord  YENTRY  moved  the  inaertion 
of  a  new  clause  (19e),  to  prevent  any 
person  in  receipt  of  outdoor  relief  occu- 
pying any  of  the  cottages  under  the 
Act. 

Movtd,  to  add.  in  page  10,  after 
Clause  (d),  the  following  new  Clause: — 

"  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  sanitary  au. 
thority  to  allow  any  perooD  who  may  be  in  re- 
0M|>t  of  outdoor  relief,  other  than  medical 
relief,  to  continue  in  occupation  of  any  cottage 
built  or  acquired  uuder  this  Act,  or  of  an; 
land  of  which  he  may  be  the  tenant  under 
any  of  the  proviuona  of  thii  Act," — {TAt  Lord 
rmlry.) 

The  MAEQDE88  of  WATERFOED 
said,  the  clause  was  unnecessary,  as 
the  law  as  it  stood  was  sufficient  for 
the  purpose.  He  could  not,  therefore, 
accept  it. 

Clause  (by  leave  of  the  Committee) 
tcithdrawH. 

Remaining  Clanses  agrted  to. 

Schedule  agratd  to. 

The  Report  of  the  Amendments  to  be 
received  on  Mondag  next;  and  Hill  to  be 
printtd  as  amended.    (No.  241.) 

PUBLIC     HEALTH     ( METROPOLIS) 
BILL  [H.L.] 

A  Bill  to  consolidate  with  emeDdmenls  cer. 
tain  Acts  relating  to  nuisances,  infectioua  dis- 
ease!, and  other  mattera  concerning  public 
health  in  the  Metropolis— Wa«  prttmled  by  Tb« 
Marqueaa  of  Silisbckt  ;  read  I'.    (No.  240.) 

Haute  adjourned  daring'  pleasure ; 
and  resumed  by  the  YiscounC  Hawarden. 
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CBtUDIAL  LAW  AlIENDMENT    BILL     [h.L.] 


Betumed  from  the  Commons  agtitd  ia,  with 
amendmenta ;  the  said  amendments  to  be 
printtd ;  and  to  be  considered  on  Mbadag  next. 
(No.  242.) 


a  quarter  past  Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF   COMMONS, 
Friday,  7tk  August,  1885. 


MINUTES.}— KssoLUTioM  [August  6]  rtpertii 
— East  India  (Revenue  Accounts). 

Public  'Bivi.%  — Commil  In  — Report—  Third 
Beading  —  County  Officers  and  Courts  (Ire- 
land) (Pensions)  [113J ;  BegistratioQ  Ap- 
peals (Ireland)  [259],  AitApttMd. 

CsHiidtTtdai  amendti—  Third  Rending—  Cri  minal 
Iaw  Amendment  [267];  Seii  Fisheries  (Soat- 
laod)  Amendment  [2Ii81,  and  patied. 

trifAifrairn— Tramways  Order  in  Council  (Ire- 
land) •  [243] ;  Turbary  (IwUnd) "  [1481. 

QUESTIONS. 

CRUELTY    TO    ANIMALS    ACT,  187G— 

VIVISECmoN   LICENCES-DR. 

B.  E.  KLEIN. 

Mr.  firth  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  Whe- 
therthe  Dr.  E.  E.  Klein,  whoce  name  ap- 
pears in  the  last  annual  Return  (for  the 
first  time)  as  a  licensee  and  the  holder 
of  a  certificate,  under  the  Cruelty  to 
Animals  Act,  1876,  for  experiments  on 
living  animals  without  antcathetica,  is 
the  person  of  that  name  who  was  exa- 
mined before  the  Royal  OommiBsion  of 
ie75,  and  then  stated  (Questions  3539, 
3541,  3544)  that  he  had  no  regard  at  all 
to  the  sufferings  of  animals  when  per- 
forming experiments  without  aneesthe- 
tics? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AsBHBToN  Crobb),  in  reply,  said,  that 
he  believed  the  licence  was  granted  early 
in  1884,  and  that  the  gentleman  was  the 
same  gentleman  that  was  referred  to  in 
the  Question. 

PEED  AND  CHILI-THE  PEEDVIAN 

BONDHOLDEBS. 
Me.  WILLU.M80N  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  Stats  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
3  A  2 
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'Whether  the  proposed  action  of  Her 
Majesty's  Govern  meat  on  behalf  of  Peru* 
viaa  bondlioldoTS  has  been  eugfi^eBted  to 
them  by  any  Foreign  Power ;  whether  it 
is  the  case  that,  in  commenting  on  ite 
Gontente,  ia  a  letter  to  the  chairman  of 
the  bondholders,  dated  24th  November 
18B4,  Lord  Granville  expressed  general 
eatisfactioa  n'ith  the  Note  of  the  Chilian 
Goremment  of  5th  June  1 884,  and  made 
cilatione  from  it  which  clearly  pointed 
to  the  necessity  for  first  legally  establish- 
ing  the  claims  of  creditors  in  the  tribu- 
nals of  Chili ;  whether  the  present  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  Foreign  Aifairs  has, 
in  bis  letter  of  26th  July  1 865,  assumed 
the  existence  of  a  valid  hypothecation  of 
territory  or  property  without  its  having 
been  legally  established ;  and,  whether 
Her  Majesty's  Government  will,  in  the 
circa mstaaces,  agree  to  reconsider  the 
course  they  had  proposed  to  take,  a 
to  avoid  disturbing  friendly  relations 
vith  Chili,  and  indirectly  injuring  our 
commerce  with  that  country  ? 

Sib  henry  TYLEE:  Before  my 
right  hon.  Friend  answers  this  Ques- 
tion, I  should  like  to  ask  him  whe- 
ther he  ia  aware  that  the  bon. 
Member  for  St.  Andrews  (Mr.  William- 
son) is  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
"Williamson,  Balfour,  &  Co.,  of  Tolpa- 
raiso ;  whether  he  is  aware  of  the  rela- 
tions of  that  firtn  to  the  Chilian  Qovem- 
ment  with  regard  to  contracts  and  other 
matters  and  to  the  proposed  loan  ;  and, 
whether  he  ia  aware  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  St.  Andrews  ia  familiarly  known 
as  the  bon.  Member  for  Santiago,  Obili? 

Mb.  WILLIAMSON  :  I  must  appeal 
to  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  aa  a  matter  of 
Privilege.  The  hon.  Member  for  Har- 
wich (Sir  Henry  Tyler}  put  the  same 
Question  to  me,  when  I  last  year  put  a 
Question  to  the  then  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs.  He  put 
exactly  the  same  Question,  and  in- 
dauated  that  1,  as  a  member  of  that 
firm  in  Valparaiso,  had  dealings  and 
oontroots  with  the  Ghiliao  Govemment. 
I  beg.  Sir,  to  let  you  and  the  House 
understand  that  I  am  a  partner  of  that 
firm,  and  that  we  have  never  had  any 
contracts  or  bnainess  relations  with  the 
Chilian  Govemmeot,  and  that  I  put  this 
Question  as  a  matter  of  public  interest. 

Thr    under  SEORETAEY  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Bourke}  :  It  is  not  for  me 
to  reply  to  the   Question  of  my  hon. 
Friend  behind  me  (Sir  Henry  Tyler). 
^r.  WiUiamxoJi 


Ma.  WILLIAMSON:  But,  Mr. 
Speaker,  is  there  not  an  infringemeat 
of  Privilege  on  the  part  of  the  hon. 
Member  opposite  (Sir  Henry  Tyler)? 
Because  I  answered  the  Question  last 
year,  and  he  knows  perfectly  well 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  I  think  the  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Williamson)  has  put 
himself  quite  right  with  the  House  in 
making  the  statement  he  has  made,  and 
I  do  not  think  there  ia  any  necessity  for 
any  further  notice  being  taken. 

8m  HENRYTYLER;  I  sboU  be  very 
happy  to  bring  forward  my  authority  for 
the  statement  on  which  my  Questions 
ore  founded. 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order! 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE :  As  regards  the  first  part  of  the 
Question  of  the  hon.  Member  (Mr. 
Williamson),  I  have  to  say  that  I  do 
nut  think  that  I  should  be  justified  in 
stating,  at  the  present  time,  what  diplo- 
matic communications  have  taken  place 
on  the  subject  of  the  joint  representation 
made  to  ^e  Chilian  Government.  As 
regards  the  second  part,  I  cannot  say  that 
I  assent  to  the  interpretation  placed  by 
the  hon.  Member  ou  the  letter  referred 
to.    That  letter  merely  says  that — 

"  Her  M(ye»ty'»  GoverameDt,  wlule  not  eon- 
cediog  the  BouDdness  of  all  ths  propontions  put 
foriFard  in  the  Chilian  reply,  accept  with  mtis- 
faction  the  aasiiTance  oontamed  in  it,  that  the 
positioD  of  the  creditors  oE  Peru  in  relation  to 
the  ceded  territory,  and  as  effected  by  the 
cesaion,  will  be  eqaitably  considered  by  ths 
Chilian  GoTemment." 

As  regards  the  third  part,  the  letter 
referred  to  contains  no  assumption  of 
legal  rights,  but  merely  states  facts.  As 
regards  the  laat  pert.  Her  Majesty's 
Government  are  of  opinion  that  there  ia 
nothing  in  the  course  which  they  have 
taken  calculated  to  disturb  friendly 
relations  with  Chili,  or  to  injure 
commerce  with  that  country,  and 
that  no  ciroumstanoea  have  been  ^own 
which  call  for  a  reoonsideration  of  tli« 
matter. 

Mb.  WILLIAMSON :  With  reference 
to  the  answer  which  the  right  hon.  Qen- 
tleman  has  given  ma,  I  am  perfectly 
satisfied  with  his  reply  to   the  second 

Paragraph  of  my  Question,  and  I 
ope [Criti  of  "  Order ! "] 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order! 

Mb.  WILLIAMSON  :  I  have  to  ask 

that  before  those  representationa — C-A«- 

nwpwimMo/" Order!"]— are  aent  out 

to  the  Chilian  Government — the  joint  re> 
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netit  Till  not  more  fully  coneider  this 

■whole  matter?     He  has  admitted 

\R»iute»d  erie»  of  "  Order  !  "  ] 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE :  I  have  aaid  already  that  Her 
Uajeaty's  Goversment  are  of  opinion 
that  there  is  no  need  for  any  reconsi- 
deration of  the  matter. 

TREATY    OF    BERUN— ARTICLE   X.— 

THE  VARNA-RUSTCHDK  RAILWAY 

COMPANY. 

Ub.  TOTTENHAU  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  8tate  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
If  any  stepa  have  been  taken  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Bulgarian  Qoremment 
to  the  ohligationa  imposed  on  that  coun- 
try by  the  10th  Article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Berlin,  in  her  relatJona  with  the  Varna 
Bailway  Company  ;  if  it  is  the  case  that 
the  Bdgarian  Government  is  now  in- 
debted to  this  Company  in  the  eum  of 
£980,000;  and,  whether  any  offer  haa 
been  made  to  discharge  this  debt  or  any 
portion  of  it? 

The  under  SECEETAEY  or 
STATE  (Mr.  Boubke)  :  The  attention 
of  the  Bulgarian  Government  haa  been 
repeatedly  drawn  to  the  obligations  im- 
posed on  Bulgaria  by  the  10th  Article 
oftheTreatyofBerlin.  The  Correspond- 
ones  on  the  subject  will  be  found  in  the 
Blue  Boot  No.  13,  of  1884,  where  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  amount  of  the  claim 
is  disputed  by  the  Bulgarian  Govern- 
ment. The  last  offer  made  by  Bulgaria 
has  been  rejected  by  the  Company.  Her 
Majesty's  U-ovemment  are  of  opinion 
that  the  best  coarse  would  be  to  press 
for  the  reference  to  the  Ambassadors  at 
Constantinople,  as  provided  for  in  the 
Treaty  of  Berlin,  and  which  was  agreed 
to  by  Bulgaria  in  1881.  Difficulties, 
however,  of  a  material  character  have 
hitherto  arisen  as  to  the  terms  of  refer- 
ence under  this  engagement,  and  the 
matter  is  still  in  oourse  of  arrangement 
between  the  Company,  the  Bulgarian 
Government,  and  Her  Majesty's  Gwem- 
ment. 

ARMY  (AUXILIARY   FORCES)— THE  itu 

ROYAL   IRISH   FUSILIERS  (CAVAN 

MILITIA)— MAJOR  LIONEL  BROOKE. 

Mn.  BIGGAH  askod  tho  Secretary  of 

State    for  War,  How  many  days   hfts 

Uajur  Lionel  Brooke,  of  the  ith  Royal 


Irish  Fusiliers  (Cavan  Militia),  been 
absent  with  and  without  leave  from 
headquarters,  between  the  training  of 
16B4  and  the  training  of  1885;  and,  if 
it  is  true  that  this  Officer  is  in  the  habit 
of  being  absent  without  leave  from 
Saturday  to  Tuesday  at  Brookeboro'  in 
almost  every  week,  and  whether  such 
absence  is  approved  by  the  authorities ; 
if  Corporal  Oaddin,  of  B  Company 
Cavan  Militia,  has  been  refused  re- 
enrolment  by  Major  Lionel  Brooke, 
and  on  what  grounds  and  nnder  what 
section  of  MiUtary  Law  this  Non-Com- 
missioned  Offioer  was  brought  before 
the  Bounty  Board  and  fined  2*.  6d.  at 
last  training  of  his  regiment ;  if  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  authorities  to  dispense 
with  the  services  of  Captain  Somerset 
Maxwell,  he  baring  been  absent  from 
the  training  of  his  regiment,  the  Cavan 
Militia,  during  1884  and  1885,  and  also 
absent  the  greater  part  of  1883;  under 
what  circumstances  was  Lieutenant 
Dease,  of  the  Oavan  Militia,  permitted 
to  draw  Captain's  pay  during  the  last 
training  of  his  regiment,  he  not  having 
been  at  that  time  promoted  to  be  Cap- 
tain ;  and,  whether  this  officer  left  Oavan 
without  discharging  in  full  his  lodging- 
house  account  ? 

TnB  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith)  :  Inquiries  have  been 
made  on  the  subjects  in  the  later  para- 
graphs of  the  Q^uestion;  but  sufficient 
time  has  not  elapsed  since  the  Question 
was  placed  on  the  Order  Book  for  replies 
to  have  been  received.  As  regards  the 
first  paragraph,  I  must  refer  the  hon. 
Member  to  my  reply  on  the  3rd  in- 
stant. 

Colonel  KING-HAEMAN  asked  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  not  aware 
that  Major  Brooke  was  absent  with 
leave  ? 

Thk  SECEETAEY  op  STATE  said, 
he  did  not  know ;  but  he  had  no  doubt 
Major  Brooke  had  authority  for  his  ab- 
sence, 

POOR  LAW  (IRELAND)— CHARGE  OF  IN- 
TOXICATION  AGAINST  THE  SCHOOL- 
MASTERS OP  THE  BELFAST  WORK- 
HOUSE. 

Mr.  BIGGAR  asked  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, A\'hat  steps  the  Loca}  Govern- 
ment Board  for  Ireland  have  taken 
regarding  the  report  furuished  them, 
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about  two  sohoolmasteni  of  the  Belfast 
Workhouse  named  Madden  and  M'Guin- 
neea,  who  were  aeon  in  a  hotplese  state 
of  drunkenness  in  the  streets  of  Bel- 
fast on  the  14th  July  1885  ;  is  it  true 
that,  although  Madden  waa  assisted 
some  friends  througfh  a  back  entrance 
into  the  workhouse  on  this  date,  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  head  schoolmaster 
and  other  officials  of  the  workhouse, 
well  as  several  paupers,  no  report  of 
Uadden's  condition  was  made  to  the 
Q-uardiana ;  is  it  true  that  Madden 
offered  a  written  explanation  to  the 
Guardians  of  his  misconduct,  and  that 
the  Chairman  of  the  Board  directed  hii 
to  withdraw  it,  so  that  the  document 
would  not  require  to  be  entered  on  the 
minutes  of  their  proceedings ;  is  Madden 
the  same  person  vho  was  convicted  at 
the  Belfast  Petty  Sessions  of  drunken- 
ness and  using  party  expressions ;  and, 
is  it  desirable  that  schoolmasters  of  this 
class  should  be  continued  in  office;  and, 
if  not,  what  steps  will  bo  taken  in  rela- 
tion to  these  two  teachers  f 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Sir 
William  Hart  Dyke)  :  No  such  Report 
as  that  mentioned  in  this  Question  has 
been  furnished  to  the  Looal  GoTemment 
Board.  I  understand  that  anonymous 
letters  containing  a  chaise  of  this  kind 
against  these  two  schoolmasters  have 
been  sent  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians,  and  to  the  Looal  Oorem- 
ment  Board,  who  have  both  veryproperly 
declined  to  take  notice  of  communications 
of  that  character. 
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EDUCATION   (IBELAND)-INDUSTBIAL 
SCHOOL  AT   BALLAGHADAHHEEN, 

CO.  MAYO. 
Mb.  sexton  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
If  he  will  now  issue  a  certificate  for  the 
industrial  School  for  girls  which  the 
Catholic  Bishop  of  Achonry  desires  to 
establish  at  Ballaghaderreen,  county 
Mayo? 

The  chief  SECRETAEY  (Sir 
WiLLTAM  Habt  Dyke):  No,  Sir;  the 
utmost  I  eould  do  would  be  to  promise 
that  this  case  should  be  considered  with 
others  when  next  year's  Estimates  are 
being  framed ;  but  I  feol  that  1  would 
not  be  justified  now  in  saying  anything 
which  would  encourage  the  promoters  of 
this  or  other  schools  to  incur  expense  in 
anticipation  of  the  possibility  oi  receiv- 
Jfr.  JBiggar 


ing  a  certificate.  It  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  numerous  applications  of  this 
kind  are  made  to  the  Government  by 
benevolent  persons  la  different  parts  of 
the  country,  the  majori^  of  whidi  must, 
of  necessity,  be  refused. 


LAND  PDECIIASE  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
Mb.  J.  Q.  HUBBARD  asked  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  With  re- 
ference to  the  forty-nine  years  annni^ 
of  £4,  which,  under  the  Land  Purchase 
(Ireland)  Bill,  is  to  he  the  price  paid  to 
the  State  for  £100  in  land;  and,  whe- 
ther the  annuity  in  its  entirety  is  under 
the  a  and  6  Tic.  c.  85,  s.  60,  to  be  sub- 
ject to  the  deduction  of  Income  Tax  by 
the  debtor  of  the  State,  in  which  case 
the  State  would  lose  the  amount  of  the 
Tax  on  the  whole  of  its  capital  invest«d 
in  the  land,  or  whether,  following  the 
precedent  of  16  and  17  Vic.  o.  34,  ■.  42, 
it  shall  be  made  lawful  for  any  person 
paying  such  annuity  to  deduct  and  re- 
tain thereout  the  Duty  computed  on  the 
interest  included  in  suoh  annuity,  and 
no  more  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  A  tenant  taking  advantage  of 
the  provisions  of  the  Land  Purchase 
(Ireland]  Bill  will  in  no  case  be  en- 
titled to  deduct  Income  Tax  on  the 
annuity  in  its  entirety  ;  because  such  an 
annuity  consists  not  only  of  interest,  bat 
also  of  a  repayment  of  the  principal. 
On  so  much,  however,  of  the  annuity  as 
represents  interest,  the  tenant  will  havs 
a  olaim,  if  duly  assessed,  to  deduct  In- 
come  Tax  by  analogy  to  the  16  &  17 
Viet.,  c.  34,  s.  42.  The  proportion 
which  consists  of  interest,  and  which  has 
to  be  retained,  will  have  to  be  deter- 
mined, either  by  legislation,  as  in  the 
Irish  Church  Amendment  Act,  35  &  36 
Viet.,  c.  90,  or  by  Treasury  authority, 
as  in  the  case  of  loans  under  the 
Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland)  Act,  1800. 
The  attention  of  the  Inland  Revenue 
Board  has  been  called  to  the  matter,  and 
before  any  repayments  under  the  Land 
Purchase  Bill  are  made  it  will  be  deter- 
mined in  what  way  the  point  raised 
should  be  met. 

GsMKRiL  SiB  GEORGE  BALFOUR 
asked  whether  the  same  rule  would  be 
applied  to  all  Terminable  Annuities  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  No,  Sir ;  I  can  only  andertake 
to  deal  with  this  question. 
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THE  ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON  DEPRES- 
SIGN  OF  TRADE   AND  INDUSTRY- 
MINISTERIAL  STATEMENT. 
Mb.  ARTHUB  ARNOLD,  who  had 
the  following  Question  on  the  Paper :  — 
"  To  uk  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
vliether  he  can  now  state  the  Dames  of  the 
Commissionera  in  the   Rojal  Commiasion   on 
Trade  Depression ;  and,  whether  the  Memoran- 
dum vill  be  communicated  to  the  House  before 
the  end  of  the  Sesaion  P ' ' 
uid,  he  would  postpone  the  Question 
till  Monday,  when  he  would  ask  whether 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would 
not  make  a  statement  simultaneously 
with  that  of  Lord  .Iddesleigh  to    the 
House  of  Lords  ? 

Tbs  CHANCELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER, in  reply,  said,  he  thought  it 
would  be  muoh  more  convenient  that 
hon.  Members  should  see  what  Lord 
Iddesleigh's  statement  was,  that  noble 
Lord  having  been  thronghout  in  charge 
of  this  matter;  and  then,  of  course, 
after  that  statement  was  made,  he  (the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer]  should  be 
prepared  to  anewer  any  Question  that 
might  arise  out  of  it. 

LOTTERIES  ACT— FOREIGN 
LOTTERIES. 
Me.  CLARE  READ  asked  Mr.  Attor- 
ney General,  If  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  an  advertisement  of  a  Foreign 
\oiKfirymThtEngliihLala\ir»ri'Chri)nieU, 
headed  "A  Fortune,"  in  which  the 
labourers  are  invited  to  epeoolate  on 
the  chance  of  winning  prizes ;  whether 
such  a  publication  ie  contrary  to  the 
Lotteries  Act ;  and,  whether,  upon  a 
re-appearance  of  this  or  similar  adver- 
tisements, proceedings  will  be  taken 
against  the  publishers  and  proprietors 
of  the  newspaper  ? 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  (Sir 
JoHH  Qobst)  (vho  replied)  said  :  In  re- 
ply to  my  hon.  Friend,  I  have  to  say 
that  the  lottery  in  question  is  contrary 
to  the  Lottery  Acts,  and  renders  the 
printer  and  pubhsher  liable  to  a  penalty 
of  £dO.  An  action  to  recover  the  penalty 
can  only  be  brought  with  the  sanction 
of  th«  Attorney  General  or  the  Solicitor 
General.  In  reply  to  the  second  part  of 
the  Question, myanswer  is  that  upon  the 
re-appearance  of  suoh  advertisements,  if 
the  boil.  Member  or  any  of  his  friends 
deairea  to  sue  for  these  penalties,  if  they 
put  themselves  iu  communicatiun  with 


me  I  shall  be  happy  to  allow  them  to 
use  my  name  in  the  action  on  certain 
conditions. 

POOR  LAW  GTJARDIAN8  (IRELAND) 
BILL. 

Ma.  SEXTON  asked  Mr.  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland,  What  course  the 
Government  mean  to  take  on  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  Lords  in  the  Poor  Law 
Guardians  (Ireland)  Bill,  maintaining 
the  vote  by  proxy  at  Poor  Law  Elec- 
tions in  Ireland,  and  on  the  Amendment 
maintaining  the  strength  of  ex-officio 
members  on  each  Board  of  Guardians 
at  one-half  the  total  number  of  the 
Board  instead  of  one-third,  the  propor- 
tion adopted  by  this  House? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  :  Having  re- 
gard to  the  late  period  of  the  Session, 
and  the  protracted  discussions  these 
Amendments  are  likely  to  give  rise  to, 
there  is  no  hope  of  glvingan  opportunity 
of  dealing  with  them.  Perhaps,  under 
the  circumstances,  the  hon.  Member 
having  charge  of  the  Bill  will  move  that 
the  Order  be  discharged. 

Mb.  SEXTON  said,  he  would  move 
to  discharge  the  Order,  and  wonld  give 
Notice  that  next  Session  he  would  in* 
troduce  a  Bill  to  make  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians in  Ireland  entirely  elective. 

PARLIAMENT  —  BUSINESS  OF  THE 
HOUSE  —  LAND  PURCHASE  <IEE. 
LAND)  BILL. 

Mb.  BRODBICK  said,  that  it  was 
proposed  by  the  Government  to  take  the 
Land  Purchase  (Ireland)  Bill  as  first 
Order  that  day.  How  was  it  that  it  was 
the  ninth  Order  on  the  Paper  ? 

The  CHANCELLOE  of  thb  EXCHE- 
QUER :  The  simple  reason  is  that  there 
is  no  chance  of  dealing  with  the  Bill  at 
all  to-night.  What  I  said  was  that  if 
the  Criminal  Law  Amendment  BUI  was 
not  finished  last  night  it  must  neces- 
sarily be  taken  as  first  Order  to-day, 
and  after  it  the  Housing  of  the  Work- 
ing Classes  Bill.  It  would  be  obviously 
impossible,  therefore,  to  proceed  with  the 
Land  Purchase  (Ireland)  Bill  to-night. 

C0L0I.-EL  NOLAN :  Why  not  proceed 
with  it  to-morrow  ? 

The  CHANCELLOE  ofthe  EXCHE- 
QUER :  To-morrow  will  be  Saturday, 
and  I  should  be  very  reluctant  to  ask 
the  House  to  meet  to-morrow ;  but  If 
the  Ci'imiual  Law  Amendment  Bill  la 
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finished  (o-ni'ght,  and  the  Bocond  read- 
ing of  the  Housing  of  thy  Working 
Classes  Bill  be  tnken,  the  Land  Fur- 
chaso  (Ireland)  BUI  will  be  the  first 
Order  for  Monday, 
Mr.  sexton  asked,  if  the  Housing 


Bury,  Whether  tho  Irish  (Jovemmont 
are  awaru  that  great  damage  has  been 
and  is  being  caused  by  the  overflow 
of  swamps,  and  the  consequent  flood- 
ing of  agricultural  and  pastoral  lauds 
the  district  of  Kilkeo,  tounty  Clare  ; 


of  the  Working  Classes  Bill  was  finished    and,  whether  the  Government  will  im- 
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at  a  tolerably  early  hour — aay,  by  1 
o'clock — would  the  GoTcrnment  ask  the 
House  to  go  into  Committee  on  the  Bill, 
and  name  the  two  Gentlemen  who 
to  be  the  Commisetonors  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  tubEXCHE- 
QTTEK,  in  reply,  said,  that  it  would  be 
inconvenient  for  the  House  to  leave  it 
uncertain  whether  they  would  proceed 
with  the  Land  Purchase  (Irelaad)  Bill 
or  not  that  evenine;  but  he  would  con- 
sult with  his  rightlion.  Friend  the  Chief 
Secretary. 

Mb.  SEXTON;  Will  the  Commia- 
sionera  be  named  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  thf.  EXCHE- 
QUER ;  We  have  undertaken  to  give 
the  two  names  before  we  go  into  Com- 
mittee. 

AFRICA  (EAST  COAST)-GERMAN  AN- 
NEXATION AT  ZANZIBAR. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD  said,  he 
wished  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  AiTairs  a  Question  of 
which  he  had  given  private  Notice.  He 
bad  received  a  telegram  from  the  Man- 
chester Chamber  of  Comtuerce,  express- 
ing great  anxiety  with  reference  to  the 
report  in  Tht  limti  of  that  day,  as  to 
the  annexation  by  Germany  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Zanzibar.  He  wished 
to  ask  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  any  information  to  give  to  the 
House  on  the  subject  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Boohke),  in  reply,  said, 
if  his  hon.  Friend  had  given  him  Notice 
he  would  have  endeavoured  to  answer 
the  Question.  He  had  seen  the  tele- 
gram in  The  Ttmen  ;  but  he  did  not  think 
he  was  justified  in  answering  without 
Notice.  He  had  no  information  what- 
ever with  respect  to  this  matter. 

Mk.  AETHUIi  ARNOLD  gave  No- 
tice that  he  would  put  tho  Question 
down  for  Monday. 

INLAND  NAVIGATION  AND  DEAINAGE 
(IRELAND)— FLOODS  IN  COUNTl' 

CLABE. 
The   O'GOEMAN    MAHON    asked 
the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
TAe  ChaneeUor  tift'ie  Exchequer 


mediately  cause  the  Board  of  Works  to 
institute  a  competent  inquiry,  with  a 
view  to  ascertain  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  damage,  and  to  decide  whether 
the  State  can  aid  the  occupiora  of  the 
district  in  executing  drainage  opera- 
tions? 

Thb  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (SirHENBT  HoLLAirai) :  No  com- 
plaints on  this  subject  appear  to  have 
been  received.  The  Qovemment  h&re 
no  legal  power  to  take  any  such  action 
as  is  suggested  in  the  Question  of  the 
hon.  Member  until  the  Board  of  Works 
are  put  in  motion  by  persons  locally  in- 
terested. If  that  course  is  taken  in- 
quiries will,  no  doubt,  be  instituted 
without  delay. 

ARMY-RAILWAYS   IN  WAR  TIME. 

SiB  HENRY  TYLER  asked  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  War,  Whether, 
having  reference  to  recent  experience 
in  the  Soudan,  as  well  as  to  previous 
cases  in  which  OfHcers  and  men  of  the 
British  Army  have  been  required  for  the 
purpose  of  constructinH  and  working 
Bailwaya  in  timo  of  War,  he  will  now 
take  into  consideration  the  question  of 
systematically  training  the  Oflicera  and 
men  of  the  Royal  Engineers  for  the  con- 
structioD,  working,  aod  superintendence 
of  Railwaya  in  time  of  war? 

The  SECRETARY  or  STATE  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith)  :  There  is  no  doubt  that 
recent  operations  in  the  Soudan  have 
afibrded  valuable  experience  as  to  the 
construction  and  working  of  military- 
rail  ways.  Two  strong  railway  com- 
panies have  been  already  formed  in  the 
Royal  Engineers ;  and  a  Departmental 
Cumiuitteeis  now  sitting  whict  will  con- 
ider,  together  with  other  subjects,  the 
question  of  the  employment  of  the 
Corps  of  Royal  Engineers  on  railway 
duties. 

PUBLIC  HKALTH  (METROPOLIB)— 
STATE  OF  THE  BITER  LEA. 

Mh.  DANIEL  GRANT  asked  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  Whether  his  attention  haa  beea 
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directed  to  the  present  unsanitary  con- 
dition of  the  Biver  Lea,  as  depicted  in 
the  columns  of  Tht  Standard ;  and,  bar- 
ing  regard  to  the  part  played  by  that 
river  in  one  of  the  serions  outbreaks  of 
cholera  in  the  Metropolis,  whether  it  ia 
his  intention  to  take  an;  steps  to  avert 
the  possible  recurrence  of  the  like 
danger  ? 

TuF.  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
(lUr.  A.  J.  Balfouu).  in  replj,  eaid,  that 
lie  had  already  answered  a  similar  Ques- 
tion, the  reply  being  to  the  effect  that  e 
loan  for  works  to  cure  the  insanitary 
condition  of  the  River  Lea  had  already 
been  sanctionod,  and,  pending  the  com- 
pletion of  those  works,  temporary  works 
were  in  progreas, 

BEOISTRATION  OF  VOTERS  (lEELAND) 

ACT— THE  ASSISTANT  BETISING 

BARRISTERS. 

Mr.  O'BRIEK  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Lreland, 
Whether  he  is  yet  in  a  position  to  name 
the  Aasistant  Revising  Barristers  about 
to  be  appointed  under  the  new  Registra- 
tion Act  in  Ireland  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Sir 
WtLLiui  Hart  Dyke)  :  If  the  hon. 
Member  will  put  this  Question  to  me 
on  Tuesday  next  I  shall  probably  be 
in  a  position  to  give  him  the  informa- 
tion. 

ARMY— THE  CLOTHING  DEPARTMENT 
— MIUTARY  TEUPORAEy  CLERKS. 
Mr.  Sbrjeakt  SIMON  aoked  the  Se- 
cretary of  Stale  for  War,  If,  while  the 
ordinary  established  Civil  Setrice  clerks 
in  the  Clothing  Department  receive 
about  10«.  a-day,  it  is  the  fact  that  the 
Military  temporary  clerks  receivo  only 
At.  a-day ;  and,  if  he  would  favourably 
consider  the  case  of  those  latter  with  a 
view  to  ameliorating  the  position  of 
these  old  soldiers  ? 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY, 
WAR  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  H.  S. 
Northcote)  :  Military  temporary  clerks 
receive  the  rates  of  pay  laid  down  by 
the  Royal  Warrant.  Instead  of  10«. 
a-<Iay,  the  temporary  clerks  of  the  lower 
division  employed  at  the  clothing  factory 
receive,  on  the  averago,  less  than  7«. 
a-day  ;  but  the  conditions  of  service  are 
altogether  different,  and  comparison 
cannot  be  made  justly  between  the  re- 
spective classes. 


ARUY-LIMEEICK  ARMY  CLOTHING 
FACTORY. 

Mr.  sexton  (for  Mr.  Parbell) 
asked  the  Surveyor  General  of  Ordnance, 
Whether  the  work  executed  on  contract 
for  the  Army  at  the  Limerick  Army 
Clothing  Factory  costs  leas  than  similar 
work  done  at  the  Oovemment  Clothing 
Factory  in  Fimlioo ;  whether  the  exist- 
ing contracts  now  being  executed  by  the 
Limerick  Factory  will  be  completed 
about  the  end  of  September,  and  whe- 
ther, as  a  consequence  of  this  and  of  the 
absence  of  fresh  Government  contracta, 
about  a  thousand  hands  are  likely  to  be 
thrown  out  of  employment  in  the  city  of 
Limerick,  while  the  hands  of  the  Pimlico 
Factory  will  be  maintained  in  full  work  ; 
and,  whether,  under  these  oircumetancee, 
the  Department  will  give  the  Limerick 
Factory  auffloient  work  to  keep  their 
bands  employed  during  the  winter 
monthe  on  the  same  terma  aa  in  the  Oo- 
vemment  Factory  at  Pimlico  P 

The  BUEVEYOE  GENERAL  of 
ORDNANCE  {Mr.  Guy  Dawnay)  ; 
Work  executed  at  the  Limerick  fac- 
tory uaually,  but  not  invariably,  costs 
less  than  work  executed  at  Pimlico. 
In  their  latest  contract  for  kerecy 
frocks  and  tweed  trousers,  the  Limerick 
prices  exceeded  in  a  marked  manner 
those  of  Pimlico ;  at  the  rate  of  produc- 
tion which  has  obtained  since  April,  it 
will  be  the  end  of  October  before  the 
Limerick  factory  will  have  sent  in  all 
the  clothing  for  which  they  have  con- 
tracts.  By  that  time  it  will  be  practi- 
cable to  see  to  what  extent  further  con- 
tracts can  be  given  to  Limerick ;  but,  as 
regards  reduction  of  workpeople,  a  large 
reduction  will  have  to  be  made  at  Pim- 
lico, and  Limerick  can  scarcely  hope  to 
eacape  one  also. 

Mr.  sexton  :  Are  wa  to  understand 
that,  if  the  work  can  be  done  cheaper 
than  at  Pimlico,  Limerick  will  not 
suffer? 

The  SURVEYOR  GENERAL:  Yes; 
Limerick  will  not  suffer  at  all. 


Mr.  DANIEL  GRANT  asked  the 
First  Commissioner  of  Works,  Whether 
his  attention  has  been  drawa  to  a  statu- 
ment  in  "  The  Echo"  of  Saturday  last, 
that  a  portion  of  the  land  in  Regent's 
Park,  lately  restored  to  the  public,  has 
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been  again  inclosed ;  and,  whether  auch- 
etatement  is  correct ;  und,  if  so,  what 
Bteps  he  proposes  to  take  in  the  mat- 
ter? 

The  first  COMMISSIONER  (Mr. 
Pldnket)  :  A  portion  of  the  land  ad- 
joining the  ornamental  water  in  the 
Regent's  Park  has  been  railed  off,  in 
order  to  lessen  the  risk  of  children  being 
drowned  by  going  too  near  the  edge 
at  a  place  where  the  bank  ia  rather 
atesp,  and  also  in  order  to  secure 
a  resting  place  for  the  wild  fowl.  A 
similar  course  has  been  adopted  in  other 
London  parka,  and  I  quite  approve 
of  such  precautions  being  taken  ;  how- 
ever, having  carefully  investigated  the 
matter  myself,  I  think  that  rather  more 
space  has  been  reserved  for  these  pur- 

Ftses  than  waa  absolutely  necessary,  and 
have  given  directions  that  it  should  be 
reduced,  so  as  to  leave  as  much  of  the 
grass  to  the  public  as  possible. 

POST  OFFICE— EBGISTEATION  OF 
TELEORAPBIO  ADDRESSES. 

Colonel  EINQ-HAEMA2?  asked  the 
Postmaster  General,  Whether,  under  the 
Telegraph  Acts  Amendment  Bill,  any 
alteration  would  be  made  in  tho  existing 
system  of  registration  of  addresses  for 
telegraphic  purposes? 

The  postmaster  GENERAL 
(Lord  JoBH  Maiwebs)  :  It  is  not  pro- 
posed to  make  any  alteration  in  the 
charge  or  the  system  for  the  registration 
of  addresses. 

REPRESENTATION  OF  THE  PEOPLE 
ACT,  ie84-POLICE  ENPRANCHLSE- 
MENT. 

Mr.  OOLERIDGE  KENNABD  asked , 
Why  a  Question  did  not  appear  on  tho 
Paper  that  he  had  given  Notice  of  as 
to  whether  the  late  Attorney  General 
adhered  to  his  statement  that  the  House 
was  unanimous  in  objecting  to  the  clause 
in  favour  of  police  enfranchisement  he 
(Mr,  Coleridge  Kennard)  brought  for- 
ward on  the  Representation  of  the 
People  Bill,  when  the  fact  was  that  he 
withdrew  it,  and  no  division  was  taken  ? 

Mb.  speaker  said,  he  had  the 
terms  of  the  Question  before  him,  which 
related  to  past  debates  in  the  House. 
Such  a  Question  would  be  irregular. 

Mr.  COLERIDGE  lOiNNARD,  in 
explanation,  said,  the  Quention  was  in 
allusion  to  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Mr.  Daniel  Grant 


Gentleman's  (Sir  Henry  James's)  re- 
marks on  Monday. 

8iL  HENRY  JAMES,  in  making  a 
personal  explauation  (by  leave  of  the 
Speaker),  said,  the  hon.  Member  for 
Salisbury  (Mr.  Coleridge  Kennard)  ques- 
tioned the  accuracy  of  the  statement  that 
the  House  had  unanimously  expressed 
an  opinion  against  embodying  the  prin- 
ciple of  police  enfranchisement  in  the 
Bepresentation  of  the  People  Bill.  Now, 
that  statement  he  (Sir  Henry  James) 
adhered  to  aud  emphasized.  In  Com- 
mittee on  the  Registration  (Occupation 
Toters)  Bill,  on  the  part  of  the  late  Go- 
vernment, he  had  stated  the  objections 
to  the  euEranchisement  of  the  police  ia 
answer  to  the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Salisbury  that  the  police  should 
be  en&anchised ;  apd  while  speaking 
the  signs  of  assent  in  the  Committee 
were  so  marked  that  bo  made  his  ob- 
servations very  briefly.  As  sooq  as  he 
brought  his  observations  to  an  end  two 
hon.  Members  rose  to  their  feet.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Bridport 
(Mr.  Warton)  was  anocessful  ia  bis 
claim  to  address  the  House  first,  and  he 
said  that  he  had 


3  Bvery  word  uttered  by  the  Attorney 

vienerai," 

The  hon.  Member  for  Salisbury  then 
spoke,  and  he  said  that,  after  what  had 
been  stated  in  reply  to  his  Motion ,  he 
desired  to  ask  the  leave  of  the  House  to 
withdraw  the  clause,  and  ths  Honse 
unanimously  gave  him  leave  to  do  su. 
That  appeared  to  him  (Sir  Henry  James'l 
to  represent  a  state  of  unanimity  on  the 
poiat— one  much  better  expressed  than 
by  taking  a  division,  imder  which  he 
did  not  see  that  unaaimity  could  have 
occurred ;  and,  therefore,  he  felt  justified 
in  stating  that  the  House  unanimously 
expressed  an  opinion  on  the  subject  of 
police  enfranchisement  by  rejecting  the 
Motion  of  the  hon.  Member. 

THE  SUEZ  CANAL-THE  PARIS 
CONFERENCE. 
Mr.  MONK  asked  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Afiairs,  Whe- 
ther he  will  slate  to  the  House  vehat 
decisions  were  arrived  at  by  the  .Con- 
ference held  at  Paris  in  reference  to  the 
Suez  Canal;  and,  whether  any  Papers 
on  the  subject  will  be  presented  to  Par- 
liament before  the  Prorogation  ? 
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The  under  SEORETAET 
STATE  (Mr.  Boueke)  :  It  would  not 
be  possible,  within  the  limits  of  an  au' 
swer  to  a  Parliamentary  Question,  U. 
%iv&  the  information  aabed  for  by  the 
boQ.  Member.  But  the  Papers  are  being 
prepared  vith  the  utmost  despatch,  and 
will  be  presented  before  the  Proroga- 
tion. No  definite  decision  has  yet  been 
arriTed  at  by  the  Conference. 


ORDERS    OF   TEE   DAY. 

CRIMINAL  LAW  AMENDMENT  BH-L 

[lorA].— [Bill  241.] 

{Seertiari,  Sir  S.  Aiihiton  Croii.) 

COKSIDEKATIOX.      [aDJOTIBIIED  DEBATE.] 

[SEOOKD    KIOHT.] 

Further  Frooeedingr  on  Conaideration, 
as  amended,  r«nit»«ij. 

Clause  1. 

Mb.  HOPWOOD  mored  an  Amend- 
ment, providing  that  the  Act  should 
come  into  force  on  the  let  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1886. 


Amendment  proposed. 


The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  foe 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  R. 
AasiixTOR  CboS!;)  said,  he  saw  no  reason 
why  they  should  not  begin  to  punish 
these  Crimea  as  soon  as  the  Bill  was 
paased,  instead  of  allowing  them  to  go, 
as  they  would  if  he  aucepled  the  Amend- 
ment, unpunished  all  through  the  winter. 
He,  therefore,  could  not  accept  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member's  proposal. 

Question  put,  and  tugalivtd. 

Amendments  made. 

Claused. 

Amendment  proposed. 

Id  page  1,  line  12,  bj;  Iraving  out  the  word 
"  character,"  aod  inBerting  the  word  "  reputn- 
tiOD." — {Mr.  }yarlon,) 

—instead  thereof. 

Question,  "That  the  word  'charac- 
ter' stand  part  of  the  Bill,"  put,  and 
ejrttd  to. 


1463 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  1,  line  17,  b^  iDMrting  ofttr  the 
woid  "  proetitute,"  the  words  "  or  of  known 
immoral  character." — {Mr.  TomUnion.) 

Question,  ''That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  pnt,  and  ntgativtd. 

The  secretary  op  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AssHETON  Cboss),  in  moving,  as  an 
Amendment,  in  page  1,  line  18,  to  leave 
out  from  "procure"  to  "intent,"  in 
line  23,  both  inclusive,  and  to  insert — 

"  (!)  Procarea  or  att«mpts  to  procure  any 
woman  or  girl  to  Ibbtc  thi  United  Siagdom, 
with  inteet  that  ahe  may,  tor  ^ha  puipoiea  of 
proatitution,  became  an  inmate  of  &  brothel  ebe- 
where;  at  (t)  procnrM  or  attempts  toprocare 
any  woman  or  girl  to  leave  hor  naual  place  of 
aboda  in  the  United  Kingdom  (luch  place  aot 
being  a,  brothel)  with  inteot  that  she  may,  for 
the  porpoBBa  of  proatitntioa,  become  an  inmate 
of  a  brothel  within  or  without  the  Queen's 
dominions," 

said,  it  was  the  re-casting  of  the  clause 
which  they  had  undertaken  to  effect 
when  the  Bill  was  tn  Committee. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  l,lino  IS,  bj  leaviiiK  out  from  the 
word  "procures,"  to  the  word  "intent,"  in 
line    23,   both   incluaive,    and    inaarting   the 

"  (3.)  Procures  or  attempta  to  procure  any 
woman  or  girl  to  leave  the  United  Kingdom 
with  intent  that  she  may,  for  Uis  purposes  of 
prostitution,  become  an  inmate  of  a  brothel 
elsewhere;  or 

"(4.)  Procurei  or  attempts  to  procure  any 
girl  to  leave  her  usual  place  of  abode 


I,"— (Sir  R.  Awhtton  Cnti,) 
— instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 

Ma.  WARTON  said,  he  would  pro- 
pose to  amend  the  Amendment  by  the 
omission  from  Sub-section  3  of  the  words 
"  for  the  purpose  of  prostitution."    Ko 
right-minded  KnglisEman  would  allow 
a  woman  or  girl  to  be  carried  away  even 
to  become  a  servant  in  a  brothel. 
Question  put,  and  negatived. 
Question  proposed,  "That  the  words — 
'  (3.)  Procures  or  attempts  to  procure  any 
woman  or  girl  to  leave  the  United  Kingdom 
with  intent  that  she  may,  for  the  purposes  of 
progtitntiun,  become  an   inmate  of  a   brothel 
elsewhere;  or 

(4.)  Procures  or  attempta  to  procure   any 
[Dan  or  girl  toleove  her  usual  plscs  of  abode 
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in  the  United  Kingdom  (9uch  place  Dot  'being 
a  brothel),  with  ioteut  that  ehe  may,  for  the 
pDrpoeea  of  pcoetitution,  became  an  inmate  of 
a  brothel  within  or  witboat  the  Queen's  domi- 

be  there  inserted." 

AmendrueDt  proposed  to  the  said  pro- 
posed Amendment,  in  lines  2  and  3,  leave 
out  "  for  the  purposes  of  prostitution." 
~{Mr.  Warlojt.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed -to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
said  proposed  Amendment." 

The  SECEETAKY  of  STATE  (Mir 
B.  AsSHETON  C&oss)  said,  he  was  not  at 
all  disposed  to  stand  by  the  words  which 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Brid- 
port  proposed  to  strike  out. 

Mr.  cavendish  BENTINCK  said, 
he  thought  that  the  words  ought  to  be  re- 
tained as  a  safeguard  against  the  clause 
imperilling  persons  to  whom  it  was  not 
right  that  it  should  apply. 

QrUeation  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  amended  accordingly. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  said  pro- 
posed Amendment, 

In  line  3,  by  leaving  out  the  word  "Blse- 
vhere,"  and  inserting  the  irords  "  without  the 
Quseo'B  dominiooi," — {Mr.  Warlea,) 
— instead  thereof. 

QneBtion, "  That  the  word '  elsewhere ' 
stand  part  of  the  said  proposed  Amend- 
ment," put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  said  pro- 
posed Amendment, 

In  line  *,  by  inserting,  after  the  word 
"  woman,"  the  words  "under  the  age  of  thirty- 
one  years.''— <jU'i'.  CaviTtdiih  Btathick.) 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  said  pro- 
posed Amendment,  in  line  5,  by  leaving 
out  the  words  "such  place."  —  (Mr. 
Warton.) 

Question,  "That  the  words  'such 
place '  stand  part  of  the  said  proposed 
Amendment,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Ma.  CAVENDISH  BENTINCK,  in 
moving  to  insert  in  page  1,  line  26,  after 
the  word  "  labour,  the  following  new 
paragraph: — 

"  Provided,  That  no  person  shall  1>e  convicted 
of  any  ofTonco  under  this  section  upou  the  avi- 


dence  of  one  witness,  unleej  such  tritneai  ht 
corroborated  in  some  material  particolaT," 

said,  that  in  the  class  of  offence  deth 
with  by  the  section  false  swearing  was 
extremely  probable,  and  that  the  prece- 
dent of  the  Bastardy  Acts  shomd  be 
followed  in  requiring  the  corroboration 
of  the  principal  witness  in  some  mate- 
rial particular.  When  this  sabject  was 
under  discussion  before,  his  right  boa. 
Friend  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  said  it  was  unmeoes- 
sary  to  make  such  a  prorision,  as  no 
Judge  would  allow  a  prisoner  to  be  si 
convicted.  The  right  hon.  Qentlemaa 
had  no  sooner  made  that  statement  tti»n 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Qentleman 
opposite  the  late  Attorney  General  (Sir 
HenryJame8).thehon.andlearnedMem- 
her  for  West  Staffordshire  (Mr.  Staveley 
Hill),  and  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Stockport  (Mr.  Hopwood)  got 
up  and  gave  a  totally  different  account 
of  the  action  of  the  Judges  under  the 
ciroumstanoes  supposed.  That  being 
80,  he  hoped  his  right  hon.  Friend  (Sir 
B.  Aseheton  Cross)  would  accept  his 
Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  pa^  1,  line  26,  by  iDoertinK  after  the 
after  word  "labour,"  the  words— " Pro viiied. 
That  no  person  shall  be  oonviclvd  of  any  offean 
under  this  section  upon  the  eridencs  of  oa* 
witnee*  unless  such  witness  be  corrobontted  ia 
some  material  particular."  —  (Jfr.  C^rm^ik 
Bentinek.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  woidi 
be  there  inserted." 

Siu  HENKY  JAMES  said,  he  thought 
it  would  be  well,  on  the  whole,  if  thr 
House  accepted  the  Amendment  of  th« 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  Mr. 
Oaveodish  Bentinek).  It  applied  only 
to  Sub-section  2 :  but  it  included  Dot 
only  the  doing  of  certain  acta,  but  th« 
attempt  to  do  thorn,  and  the  oBencr 
therein  might  be  committed  in  oonvem- 
tion  with  a  woman.  It  was  desirable, 
therefore,  in  order  to  2>revent  fahn 
charges  being  made,  that  there  afaonld 
be  corroboration.  If  a  person  did  an 
overt  act  the  corroboration  could  alway* 
be  supplied,  and  it  was  the  law  in  Scot- 
land. 

Mr.  ELTON  said,  he  quite  agived 
with  the  right  hon.  and  learned  (ientt»- 
man  the  late  Attorney  General  oq  th* 
point,  and  hoped  the  Amendment  would 
be  agreed  to. 
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Thb  SECRETAET  of  STATE  {Sii 
R.  AsBHETOH  Choss)  said,  the  Govern- 
ment had  considered  this  matter  fully, 
and  they  were  prepared  to  accept  thi 
AmendmeEt,  While  adopting  every 
means  to  punish  these  offences,  they 
musttakecareto  prevent  injustice  being 

Sir  HENBY  JAMES  said,  thechaige 
might  be  maliciously  made  by  an  im- 
moral woman.  He  ivould,  therefore, 
suggest  that  worda  should  be  added 
making  it  clear  that  the  corroboration 
liad  relation  to  the  charge.  He  should 
therefore  propose  to  add  to  it  the  vords 
"  by  testimony  tending  to  implicate  the 
accused."  The  corroboration  should  cer- 
tainly be  of  that  character. 

Amendment  proposed,  by  adding  at 
the  end  of  the  said  proposed  Amend- 
ment, the  words  "by  testimony  tending 
to  implicate  the  accused.  "—(5)r  Htnrif 
Jamei.) 

Queation  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

Mb.  J.  LOWTHEB  said,  he  thought 
the  words  of  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  llember  for  Taunton 
were  rather  vague,  and  suggested  that 
the  addition  should  consist  simply  of 
the  words    "by    evidence    implicating 


the  a 


ised." 


iSiR  HENET  JAMES  said,  he  would 
accept  the  Amendment  of  bis  proposed 
Amendment  as  suggested  by  Uie  right 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  J.  Lowther). 

Amendment  (Sir  Henry  Jamet)  to  the 
said  proposed  Amendment,  by  leave, 
withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed,  by  adding  at 
the  end  of  the  said  proposed  Amend- 
ment, the  words  "by  testimony  impli- 
cating the  accused." — (Mr.  J.  Loielher.) 

Queation,  "  That  those  words  be  there 
added,"  put,  and  agrnd  to. 

Amendment,  as  amended,  egrui  to. 

Clause  3. 


Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  2,  lins  2,  "by  leaving  nut  from  the 
«ord  "  toticaidation,"  to  the  words  "  any  per. 
nc,"  ID  line  6,  inulusiTe,  oad  JDUTting  the 
vords— "  pTDCorei  or  attampta  to  procure  any 
woman  or  girl  to  have  any  unlawful  carnal 
connectioo  either  within  or  without  the  Queen's 
Dominions; 

"  (!)  By  false  pretences  or  false  representa- 
tiona  procures    or   attempts   to  procure   any 
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woman  or  girl,  not  beioK  a  common  prosfitnta' 
or  of  known  immoral  character,  to  have  any 
unlawful  carnal  connection  either  within  or 
without  the  Queen's  Dominions,"  —  {Sir  S. 
Jiihttrm  Of  on.) 
— instead  thereof. 

Question,  "  That  the  words  proposed 
to  he  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Bill," 
put,  and  negatived. 

Questionproposed,  "That  the  words, — 
'  procures  or  attempts  to  procure  an}'  woman 
or  fprl  to  have  any  unlawful  or  canial  con- 
nection cither  within  or  without  the  Queen'g 
Dominions ; 

"  (2)  By  false  pretences  or  false  reptasenta- 
tiona  procures  or  attempts  to  procnre  any  woman 
or  girl,  not  being  a  common  prostitute  or  of 
known  immoral  character,  to  have  any  unlawful 
carnal  connection  either  within  or  without  the 
Queen's  Dominions,' 
be  there  inserted." 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  said  pro- 
posed Amendment,  in  line  1,  leave  out 
"attempts  to  procure." — {Sir  Eardlty 
mimot.) 

Uuestion,  "  That  the  words  proposed 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  said  pro- 
posed Amendment,     put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  said  pro- 
posed Amendment, 

In  line  1,  by  inserting,  after  the  word 
"  woman,"  the  words  "  under  the  age  of 
thirty-one  years." — {Jfr.  Cavendith  BtiUintk.) 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  said  pro- 
posed Amendment, 

In  line  S,  by  ioaerting,  after  the  word 
woman,"  the  words  "  under  the  age  of  twenty - 
le  years."— f^r.  Catendith  Btntinck.) 

Questionproposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  said  pro- 
posed Amendment,  in  line  4,  by  leaving 
out  the  worda  "  or  attempt  to  procure." 
— (Sir  Senrg  James.) 

Question,  "That  the  words  'or  at- 
tempt to  procure '  stand  part  of  the 
proposed  Amendment,"  put,  and  nega- 
tived. 

Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Mil.  STANSFELD  moved  to  amend 
the  clause  by  providing  that  it  ahould 
be  an  offence  to  administer,  or  cause  to 
be  taken  for  immoral  purposes,  by  a 
girl,   intoxicating   liquors,   aa  well   as 
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drags,  80  as  to  stupefy  or  overpower 
her.  He  would  poiat  out  that  intoxi- 
cating liquors  might  be  given  to  a  girl 
to  such  an  extent  that  she  might  be 
overpowered  by  it. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2, 
line  8,  by  inserting.  itEter  the  word  "any," 
the  word  "  liquor." — {Mr.  Staniftld,) 

Question  propoEed,  "That  the  word 
'  liquor '  be  there  inserted." 

Sir  HENBY  JAMES,  in  opposing  the 
Amendment,  said,  that  particular  point 
had  been  veir  fully  diecussed  in  Com- 
mittee, and  the  conclusion  then  arrived 
at  was  that  it  would  be  dangerous  to 
accept  the  Amendment.  What  they 
must  look  to  primarily  was  the  intent 
with  which  the  accused  person  aoted. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided: — Ayes  40;  Noes 
90  :  Majority  50.— (Div.  List,  No.  274.) 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2, 
line  9,  after  the  word  "  overpower,"  to 
insert  the  word  "  her." — {Mr.  WartoH.) 

Question,  "That  the  word  'her'  be 
there  inserted,"  put,  and  n^atived. 

Amendment  made. 

Mb.  8TAN8FELD  said,  he  had  now 
an  Amendment  to  propose  in  the  clause 
to  meet  cases  which  were  omitted  from 
the  Bill,  bat  which  he  thought  should 
be  included  in  it.  Houses  of  ill-fame 
were  recruited  by  the  importation  into 
theta  of  young  women  and  servants, 
who  did  not  know  the  real  character  of 
those  places  when  they  went  to  them. 
He,  therefore,  proposal  to  make  it  an 
offence  for  a  person  either  knowingly 
to  induce  any  woman  or  girl  to  become 
an  inmate  of  a  house  of  ill-fame,  she 
not  knowing  it  to  be  such  a  house,  or 
to  induce  any  woman  or  girl,  not  being 
a  common  prostitute,  to  enter  a  house 
of  ill-fame,  she  not  knowing  it  to  be 
such  a  house,  with  intent  that  she 
should  have  unlawful  commerce  with 
any  person. 

Amendment  proposed, 

la  page  2,  lias  10,  after  aub-section  (2),  to 
insert  the  word*— "Or  (a)  kaowiogly  inducei 
tuiy  iromsn  or  girl  to  become  on  inmate  of  a 
brothel,  she  not  knowing  the  same  to  ba  a 
brothel,  or  induces  any  woman  or  girl  not  being 
a  common  prostitute  to  enter  a  brothel,  she  not 
knowing  the  same  to  be  a  brothel,  vith  intent 
that  she  shall  hare  onlawfulc  amal  connectian 
with  any  person."— [Jfc.  Slam/eld.) 
Mr.  Slamfild 


Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOtTET  said, 
he  thought  that  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment was  either  covered  by  the  words 
"false  representation"  already  in  the 
Bill,  or  that  it  went  too  far.  Unless  a 
person  induced  a  woman  by  some  false 
representation  to  go  to  a  place  that 
would  tend  to  destroy  her  character 
that  person  ought  not  to  come  under  the 
Criminal  Law. 

Mr.  ELTON,  in  moving  to  amend  the 
proposed  Amendment  by  inserting  after 
"common  prostitute"  the  words  "or 
person  of  known  immoral  character," 
said,  that  when  a  girl  came  to  a  London 
railway  station  the  kidnapper  did  not 
tell  her  —  "I  will  find  a  respectable 
lodging  tor  you."  The  kidnapper  wonld 
be  more  artful,  and  would  say — "  I  will 
find  a  lodging  for  you,"  without  saying 
it  was  "  respectable."  It  was  desirable 
that  when  a  girl  went  to  a  situation  or 
a  lodging  she  should  go  to  it  with  her 
eyes  open. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  said  pro- 
posed Amendment, 

la  line  3,  by  inserting,  after  the  word  "  pns- 
titute,"  the  words  "  or  person  of  known  im> 
moral  character."— [«r.  MUaii.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mb.  JAMES  STUAET  said,  he  had 
the  strongest  hope  that  the  Government 
might  see  thoir  way  to  aooept  this  aub- 
section.  Many  girls,  especially  servants, 
were  taken  to  houses  not  knowing  they 
were  brothels.  The  Amendment  endea- 
voured to  put  a  stop  to  one  of  the  most 
frequented  avenues  of  procuratiun. 

Question  put,  and  agrgtd  to:  words 
imtrUd  acooraingly. 

Mb.  HOFWOOD  said,  that  sereral 
hon.  Members  professed  to  know  a  great 
deal  on  the  subject ;  but  he  should  like 
to  know  where  they  obtained  their  in- 
formation ?  The  House  was  handling 
this  matter  in  a  very  light-hearted  way, 
and  showing  great  ignorance  of  law  and 
morals.  The  words  used  would  apply 
to  persons  of  either  sex ;  and  many  of 
the  women  it  referred  to  were  often 
capable  of  acts  of  kindness  towards  each 
other  and  others  of  their  sex.  It  might, 
therefore,  be  that,  while  intending  an 
act  of  kindness  to  another  person,  they 
might  bo  brought  within  the  scope  of 
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the  clause.  He  viehed  to  know,  there- 
fore, whether  the  Ameadment  was  in- 
tended to  prevent  a  woman  of  the  clasa 
of  unfortunates  from,  takieg  to  her  houae, 
from  motives  of  compasBion,  a.  siok  girl 
or  woman  ?  No  propoBal  was  made  in 
the  case  ot  hotels ;  and  it  appeared  to 
him  that  the  House  was  legislating  in  a 
sanotimoaioue,  Pharisaical  spirit,  which 
it  would  regret  whea  its  legislation  name 
into  force. 

SiE  WILLIAM  HAECOUET  said, 
he  wished  to  point  out  that  false  acousa' 
tiona  could  readily  be  made  under  the 
proposed  eub-aection.  If  a  man  took 
a  woman  "  not  a  common  prostitute  or 
person  of  known  immoral  character  "  to 
a  brothel,  although  she  knew  where  she 
was  going,  she  might  afterwards,  for  the 
purpose  of  levying  black  mail  upon  him, 
turn  round  and  accuse  him  of  taking 
her  to  a  place  she  did  not  know  to  be 
a  brothel.  He  considered  that  nobody 
would  be  safe  imder  the  clause,  niilesa  a 
person  provided  himself  with  a  witaees 
beforehand  to  prove  that  he  did  give  the 
required  caution. 

The  8E0EETABY  of  STATE  (Sir 
E.  AssHKTON  Cross)  said,  he  was  afraid 
the  sub-section  might  be  going  too  far. 
It  might  be  made  the  means  of  false  ac- 
cusations by  turning  silence  as  to  the 
nature  of  a  house  into  a  crime,  and  such 
a  thing  as  a  penalty  on  silence  was  un- 
known to  the  law.  He  thought  it  would 
be  safer  to  confine  the  crime  to  making 
some  false  pretence,  such  as  saying  that 
the  place  was  a  respectable  and  proper 
one  for  the  woman  to  enter.  In  cases 
where  a  false  pretence  was  made  they 
could  rely  on  the  first  part  of  the  clause. 
They  had  better  content  themselves  with 
that,  and  not  go  so  far  as  waa  pro- 
posed. 

Hk.  SAUUEL  SUITH  said,  he 
strongly  supported  the  proposed  sub- 
section, whidi  he  considered  reasonable 
and  necessary. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  line  5,  by 
inserting,  after  the  word  "have,"  the 
word  "  any." — ( Mr.  Warton.) 

Question,  "  That  the  word  '  any  '  be 
there  inserted,"  put,  and  tugativid. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words, — 

'Oc   [3]  knawJDglf  induces  any  woman  or 

E'tI  to  become  an  inmata  of  a  'brolhel.  sha  not 
loving  the  same  to  be  a  brothel,  or  induces 
anj  woman  or  girl  not  being  a  common  prooti- 
Inte,  or  penon  of  Icnown  immoral  character,  to 
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enter  a  brothel,  ihe  not  kooninfl:  the  sane  to 
be  a  btothel.  with  intent  that  she  ahall  have 
unlawful  carnal  connection  with  any  person,' 

be  there  inserted." 

The  House  divided  .-—Ayes  49 ;  Noes 
71:  Majority22.— (Div.Liat,No.  275.) 

Clause  4. 

On  the  Motion  of  Sir  E.  AeanEXON 
Cross,  the  following  Amendments 
made : — In  page  2,  line  26,  after 
"labour,"  insert,  as  a  separate  para- 
graph— 


thirteen  yean  Bhall  be  guilty  of  a  miademeanour, 
and,  being  convicted  thereof,  shall  be  liable,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  court,  to  he  imprisoned  (or 
any  term  not  eicoediog  two  yews,  with  or  with- 
out hard  labour ; ' ' 

line  32,  after  "  offenders,"  insert — 

"  And  the  said  Act  ghall  apply,  so  far  at  oir- 
cumataaces  admit,  as  if  the  offender  had  been 
convicted  in  manner  in  that  Act  mentioned ; ' ' 

and  line  37,  at  end,  add — 

"  The  court  may  also  order  the  offender  to  be 
detained  in  custody  (or  a  pwiod  of  not  more 
than  Kven  days  before  he  ia  sent  to  sacb  re- 
formatory school," 

SiH  HENET  JAMES  moved  to  in- 
sert at  the  end  of  the  clause  asub-sectton 
to  the  effect  that  when  a  girl,  upon  whom 
an  offence  under  the  Act  is  charged  to 
have  been  committed,  does  not  under- 
stand the  nature  of  an  oath,  her  evi- 
dence may  be  received,  though  not  upon 
oath,  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Court  or 
Justices,  such  girl  imderstaods  the  duty 
of  speaking  the  truth,  provided  that  no 
conviction  shall  take  place  on  such  evi- 
dence unless  it  is  corroborated  by  other 
testimony. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  2,  line  37,  at  end  of  Clause  4,  to  in- 

rt  the  words — "Where  a  girl,  in  respect  of 
whom  an  oSence  under  thia  section  ia  charged 
ive  been  committed,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
court  or  justices  before  whom  the  charge  is 
heard,  does  not  understaiid  the  nature  of  an 
oath,  her  evidence  may  be  received,  though  not 
given  upon  oath,  if,  in  the  opinion  of  aach  court 
~~  justices,  such  girl  shall  be  poasessed of  suffi- 

mt  intelligence  to  justify  the  reception  of  her 
evidence  and  understands  the  duty  of  speaking 
the  truth :  Provided.  That  no  person  ^all  be 
liable  to  be  convicted  ot  such  offence  onlesa  the 


Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted," 
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Me.  WHITBEEAD  said,  he  would  i 
suggest  that  the  Amendment  should  be 
extended  to  "any  other  person  who  is 
tendered  as  a  witness"  with  the  same 
requirement  of  corroboration  of  such 
evidence.  He  contended  that  the  evi- 
dence of  a  child  ehould  also  be  admitted 
on  behalf  of  the  accused  person,  and 
had  placed  an  Amendment  on  the  Paper 
to  that  effect.  The  same  rule  should 
apply  to  all  persons  giving  evidence.  It 
could  not  be  right  to  admit  a  class  of 
evidence  on  the  accusation  and  to  reject 
it  when  tendere^d  for  the  defence. 

The  aECRETARY  of  STATE  (Sir 
It.  AssQETOK  Cbobb)  said,  that  he  had 
opposed  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman the  late  Attorney  General's 
Amendment  in  Committee  on  the  ground 
that  it  introduced  a  new  principle  into 
English  law.  But  he  had  had  the  op- 
portunity of  consulting  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Lord  Advocate  upon  the 
operation  of  the  Scotch  law,  which  ad- 
mitted Buoh  evidence  as  the  Amendment 
proposed  to  admit.  His  right  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  assured  him  that  no 
difficulty  or  risk  had  arisen  in  conse- 
quence of  the  Scotch  law,  which  was 
practically  the  same  as  that  proposed  in 
the  Amendment.  In  those  circumstances 
he  would  support  the  Amendment ;  but 
he  was  inclined  to  think  that  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  Bedford 
(Mr.  Whi thread)  was  preferable,  because, 
if  the  evidence  of  acliildwaatobetaken 
as  against  the  aecuaed,  he  saw  no  reason 
why,  in  fairness,  a  child  equally  yuung 
should  not  be  allowed  to  ho  called  as  a 
witness  for  the  accused. 

Mb.  ASHER  said,  he  also  supported 
the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Bedford  (Mr.  Whitbread).  He  had 
intended  to  vote  against  that  of  his  right 
hen.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member 
for  Taunton  (Sir  Henry  James);  and 
even  if  it  had  been  carried  he  ahoiild 
have  been  prepared  to  move  that  it 
should  not  apply  to  Scotland,  because  it 
would  undoubtedly  restrict,  rather  than 
extend,  the  effect  of  the  existing  Law  of 
Evidence  in  that  country.  He  had  had 
for  many  years  practical  experience  of 
the  working  of  the  system  in  Scotland  ; 
and  he  waa  bound  to  say,  as  the  result 
of  his  own  experience,  that  the  evidence 
of  young  children  waa  a  most  material 
and  valuable  aid  in  a  great  number  of 
cases  to  the  ascertainment  of  the  truth; 
and  that,  he  believed,  was  the  opinion 
of  lawyers  in  Scotland  generally. 


Me.  HOPWOOD  said,  he  thought  it 
would  be  better  for  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  (Sir  Henry  James) 
to  withdraw  his  Amendment,  and  let 
the  hoQ.  Member  for  Bedford's  Amend- 
ment be  moved  as  a  substantive  one. ' 

Me.  EDWARD  CLARKE  said,  he 
should  support  the  original  Amendment, 
and  oppose  the  extension  of  it  suggested 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Bedford  (Mr. 
A\Tiitbread).  He  could  not  help  think- 
ing that  to  allow  a  child  other  than  the 
complainant  to  give  evidence  otherwise 
than  upon  oath  would  be  a  source  of 
serious  danger  to  the  accused. 

Sib  henry  JAMES  said,  he  thought 
the  feeling  of  hon.  Members  was 
rather  in  favour  of  the  proposal  of  his- 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Whitbread) ;  and  he 
would  withdrawhis  sub-section  in  favour 
of  that  of  his  hon.  Friend,  which,  how- 
ever, he  should  propose  to  amend  by 
adding  a  Proviso  at  the  end. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed, 

Td  page  2,  linn  37.  at  end,  to  iniert  the  words — 
"  Where,  upon  the  hftaring  of  a  charee  unileT 
this  section,  the  girl  in  respect  of  whotD  the 
offence  is  cbBrged  to  have  been  committod.  or 
a-ay  other  penon  who  is  tendered  as  a  vitnesr, 
does  not,  in  tha  opiDiun  of  thu  court  or  juBticei. 
understand  the  nature  of  an  oath,  tlie  erideace 
of  such  girl  nr  other  peraon  may  be  recnved, 
though  not  given  upon  oath,  if,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  court  or  justices,  as  the  case  may  be,  such 
girl  or  other  person  is  possessed  of  safficient 
iDtelligonce  to  justify  the  reception  of  the  evi- 
dence."—(ifr.  Whitbrtitd.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  thei-e  inserted." 

On  the  Motion  of  Sir  Hekby  James, 
the  following  Amendment  made  to  the 
said  proposed  Amendment : — 

"Provided,  That  no  person  shall  be  liable  to 
be  convicted  of  the  offence  unless  the  testimoDj 
admitted  by  virtue  of  this  section,  and  given  on 
bohoU  of  the  prosecution,  shall  bo  oorrobomtfld 
by  some  other  material  evidence  tending  to  in- 
criminate the  Bccuaed." 

Amendment,  as  amended,  further 
amended,  and  agrted  to. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  SMITH,  in  moving 
to  add  words  at  the  end  of  the  Amend- 
ment to  enable  the  statement  of  a  child 
of  tender  years  made  by  her  heforo  the 
committing  magistrate,  and  taken  down 
in  writing  at  the  time,  to  be  used  at  the 
trial,  said,  the  reason  that  he  proposed 
this  further  Amendment  was  that  fre- 
quently a  little  child  might  lose  its 
memory  of  the  facts  before  the  trial 
came  on,  ,  ~  , 
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AmeDdment  proposed. 

At  the  end  of  the  fonigoiaK  Amendment, 

add  the  words   "and  the  court  mav,  for  the 
same  purpose,  allow  a  ■imilat'  atatemeot  made 
by  hei  before  tha  committiag  jiutico  or  magr 
trate,  and  taken  down  in  writing  at  the  tim 
to  be  nied  for  the  earns  purpoee  at  the  trial;"- 
(Mr.  Stmull  Smith.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

8™  WILLIAM  HAECOUET  said, 
he  regarded  this  further  Amendment  as 
being  most  dftniferous.  lu  the  oase  of 
a.  false  charge  being  brought,  it  would 
bo  most  unfair  to  the  accused  that  the 
statement  should  be  reoeived  without 
the  child  being  produced  and  orosS' 
examined.  In  such  a  case  no  man 
Tould  be  safe,  and  would  be  at  the 
mercy  of  any  person  who  chose  to  coach 
up  a  child  to  give  evidence  in  support  of 
a  false  charge. 

Mb.  QREQOEY  said,  he  also  thought 
that  the  Amendment  might  have  very 
dangerous  consequences.  In  consider' 
ing  the  Bill  they  had  to  guard  aa  much 
against  conspiracies  being  brought 
against  innocent  men  as  against  the 
offence  sought  to  be  a  stop  to. 

Mk.  BEO ADHUE8T  said,  ho  thought 
that  the  Amendment  should  not  be  re- 
jeeted  without  fair  consideration.  After 
a  few  months  the  facts  would  fade  away 
iram  the  child's  memory  like  a  dream, 
although,  at  first,  her  statement  might 
bear  the  impress  of  truthfulness.  Of 
course,  it  would  he  necessary  that  the 
statement  should  be  corroborated. 

Thk  8ECEETAEY  of  8TATE  (Sir 
B.  AsasETOii  Cross)  eaid,  he  had  always 
understood  that  it  was  better  that  seve- 
ral guilty  persons  should  escape  than 
that  one  innocent  person  should  be  con- 
victed ;  and  it  appeared  to  him  that,  if 
this  Amendment  were  to  be  carried,  the 
danger  of  convictiug  innocent  persona 
would  be  largely  increased.  Tho  Scotch 
law  contained  no  provision  of  this  kind. 

Sib  HENHT  JAMES  said,  that  if 
ha  had  had  any  idea  that  this  rider  was 
to  be  added  to  it  he  would  have  had 
no  hand  in  framing  the  clause.  He 
would  remind  the  hon.  Member  for 
Liverpool  (Mr.  8.  Smith)  that  the  ex- 
amination of  the  child  before  the  com- 
mitting magistrate  might  not  take  place 
until  months  after  the  charge  was 
brought. 

Mr.  EDWARD  CLARKE  said,  he 
should  vote  against  the  whole  clause 

VOL.   ceo.        [thIBD   SEBIE3.] 


if  this  fantastic  addition  were  made 
to  it. 

Question  put,  and  ntgatiptd. 

Mr.  HOPWOOD,  in  moving  an 
Amendment  to  the  effect  that  a  witness 
whose  testimony  had  been  received  with- 
out oath  should  be  liable  to  indictment 
and  punishment  for  perjury  in  all  re- 
spects as  if  he  or  she  had  been  sworn, 
pointed  out  that  an  indictment  for  per- 
jury was  the  only  Court  of  Appeal  open 
to  a  man  who  had  been  wrongfully  con- 
victed of  charges  of  this  nature. 

Amendment  proposed  to  Sir  Henry 
James's  Amendment,  as  amended,  at 
end,  add— 

"  Provided  also,  That  any  witness  ahall  bs 
liable  to  indictment  and  paniahment  for  per- 
jury in  all  respects  as  if  she  had  been  swom." 
—{Mr.  Soptmod. ) 

Question  proposed,  "Thatthosewords 

be  there  added." 

Sib  henry  JAMES  said  that,  as 
far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  should  be 
glad  to  see  the  words  added — not  that 
it  was  desired  to  punish  the  child,  bnt 
in  order  that  the  accused  should  have 
every  opportunity  of  establishing  hia 
innocence.  He  would,  however,  prefer 
to  amend  tho  Amendment,  so  as  to 
make  it  run  as  follows: — "Any  witness 
whose  evidence  has  been  admitted 
under  this  section  shall  be  liable,"  fto. 

Amendment  proposed  to  said  pro- 
posed Amendment,  in  line  1,  ijter 
"witness,"  insert  the  words  "whose 
evidence  has  been  admitted  under  this 
section." — {Sir  Henry  Jomtt.) 

Question,  "That  those  wordsbe  there' 
inserted,"  put,  oaAagrttd  to. 

Amendment,  as  amended,  agrtid  to. 

Mb.  BEOADHUEST,  in  moving  the 
following  Proviso  : — 

"  Provided  on  the  trial  of  any  person  whose 
age  does  not  exceed  sixteen  years,  if  it  is  proved 
in  evidence  that  he  has.  through  inability  to 
procure  better  acoommodatioD,  habitually  slept 
ID  tho  same  room  with  other  persons  of  both 
sexes,  the  court  before  passing  seotenee  shall 
take  such  circumstances  into  consideration," 

said,  he  wished  the  House  thoroughly 
to  understand  the  importance  of  the 
proposal  be  was  then  making,  and 
would,  therefore,  ask  hon.  Members  to 
study  it  well  while  he  was  speaking  in 
support  of  it.  If  there  was  overcrowd- 
ing in  our  large  cities,  society  and  the 

J  B  f^  \ 
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State  vere  reeposubls  for  it  to  a  larger 
extent  than  the  poor  Ttctims  of  the 
crime.  Therefore,  he  vould  appeal  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  (Sir 
E.  Asaheton  CroBs)  to  give  aa  faTOur- 
able  consideration  to  the  proviaion  aa 
pouiblo ;  for  be  could  not  imagine  that 
the  members  of  families  brought  up 
under  the  conditions  in  which  tfaonsands 
of  families  in  this  oountrj  were,  unfor- 
tunately, bom  and  brought  up  for  the 
greater  part  of  their  lives  could  reall; 
be  expected  to  posaess  as  high  a  oode  of 
morality  as  children  brought  up  in  the 
well-to-do  honses  of  well-to-do  parents. 
He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  if  the 
Bill  passed  without  some  Proviso  of  this 
kind  a  great  and  grave  injustice,  if  not 
a  crime,  would  have  been  inflicted  upon 
the  poorer  olaeses  of  society.  The  evils 
of  overcrowding  were  fresh  in  the  minds 
of  the  public,  especially  to  those  Mem- 
bers of  the  House  who  served  ou  the 
recent  Boyal  Commission ;  and  it  was 
amazing  to  him,  considering  the 
stances  in  which  the  poor  lived,  that 
morality  amongst  them  was  so  high  aa 
it  was.  The  truth  was  that  large  num- 
bers of  persons  belonged  to  a  class  of 
society  plunged  in  misery  and  pressed 
by  starvation,  and  that  they  could  not 
place  themselves  under  any  better  con- 
ditions. He  hoped  the  House  would 
assent  to  the  introduction  of  the  Amend- 
ment ;  for  though  some  Judges  might, 
without  it,  consider  these  palliating  air- 
oumstanoes,  others  might  not. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  iwn  2,  at  end  of  ClanM  1,  to  add — 
'/  Provided  on  the  trial  of  Any  person  whou 
age  doe«  oot  exceed  sixteen  j'eare,  if  it  i<  proved 
in  evidence  that  he  has,  through  inabilit}-  to 
OTOCure  better  accommodation,  habitually  slept 
In  the  same  room  with  other  personi  of  both 
■exes,  the  court  before  pauiiig  MStenoa  shall 
take  Hueh  circomatancea  mto  consideiation  *' — . 
{Mr.  Braadhurtt.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

SiB  WILLIAM  HAECODET  said, 
he  perfectly  recognized  the  feelings 
which  had  prompted  the  hon.  Member 
{Mr.  Broadhurst]  in  making  this  pro- 
posal ;  but  he  was  eony  to  say  he  could 
not  support  the  Amendment,  and  thus 
make  a  different  law  for  the  rich  and 
for  the  poor.  It  appeared  to  be  a  shal* 
low  and  popular  idea  among  many  per- 
sons out-of-doors  that  the  Bill  would 
3/r.  Broadhurtt 


chiefly  affect  the  rich  and  the  prfdigste 
seducer  of  the  poor  man's  child  ;  and  it 
was  upon  that  aasamption  that  an  agita- 
tion had  been  got  up,  and  much  inflam- 
matory language  had  been  used.  That 
was,  however,  a  mistake.  It  was  tbs 
poorer  and  humbler  olass  that  would  be 
affected  b;  the  BiU ;  and  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  for  one  case  in 
which  a  rich  man  would  be  affected 
there  would  be  thonsauds,  and,  he  might 
say,  tens  of  thousands,  of  cases  ia  wudt 
the  poorer  clasBea  would.  At  the  same 
time,  there  was  no  doubt  that  the  evil 
of  overcrowding  was  the  direct  caase  of 
many  of  the  results  they  all  deplored. 
Still,  while  sympathizing  with  the  im- 
portant observations  of  the  hon.  Man- 
ber,  they  could  not  deoido  that  the  Bill 
should  apply  to  the  rich,  and  not  to  the 
poor;  that  was  a  distinction  which  they 
could  not  draw,  and  ho  saw  no  means 
of  making  any  safeguard  of  the  kind 
su^ested.  He,  therefore,  opposed  the 
proposal  of  the  hon.  Member,  on  the 
ground  that  its  insertion  would  make  a 
distinction  between  classes,  and  this 
would  infallibly  ruin  the  neefuliteea  of 
tbe  measure.  The  greater  part  of  the 
seductions  of  poor  men's  children  took 
place  in  their  own  homes  and  in  their 
own  neighbourhood,  for  many  of  them 
were  brought  up  without  any  oonoeption 
of  putih'. 

Mb.  WHITBEEAD,  in  sapporting 
the  Amendment,  said,  he  believed  then 
could  be  no  doubt  that  the  Court  would 
take  into  consideration  oiroumstanees 
such  as  had  been  referred  to  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stoke.  He  should  be  glad 
to  see  it  inserted  in  the  Bill,  if  only  as 
a  protest  against  overcrowding,  and  as 
a  public  acknowledgment  that  so  long 
as  the  present  conditions  continued, 
under  which  the  working  classea  as 
'egarded  their  dwellings  existed,  immo- 
■aa.ty  must  ensue,  and  such  scenes  oonid 
not  be  avoided.  He  thought  it  would 
be  well  to  insert  the  clause,  as  some 
Judges  might  otherwise  not  oonsider  the 
circumstances  in  mitigation  of  poniah- 
ment. 

Mb.  SAMUEL  SMITH  said,  he 
thought  the  House  would  do  well  to 
accept  the  Amendment  of  the  h<m. 
Member  for  Stoke  (Mr.  Broadbuiot). 
One  of  the  main  causes  for  the  introdno- 
tion  of  the  BiU  was  the  deep  senseof  in- 
justice done  by  rich  debauoheea  to  Ui« 
daughters  of  the  poor. 
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Thb  8E0RETAEY  as  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AssHBTON  Cboss)  Mid,  hs  entirely 
endorsed  what  had  been  atated  by  the 
hon.  Uembei  for  Stohe  with  reference 
to  the  wretched  condition  of  the  sur- 
roundiafta  in  which  the  children  of  the 
poor  in  London  and  other  large  towns 
were  brought  up ;  and  he  hoped  that 
before  many  hours  were  over  the  House 
would  be  able  to  advance  a  Bill.whoee 
object  wai  to  take  a  small  step  in  the 
direction  of  ameliorating  this  state  of 
things.  He  also  recognized,  and  it  was 
a  matter  of  aurpriae  to  him,  in  the  course 
of  the  inquiry  held  by  the  Hoyal  Com- 
miasion  into  the  Housing  of  the  Work- 
ing Clasaea,  to  find  the  high  standard  of 
morality   which    prevailed  among  the 

Epulation  of  the  poorest  parta  of 
ndon.  Wliile  recognizing  that  there 
was  a  great  deal  of  miseir  and  the 
esistence  of  certain  moral  offences 
peculiar  to  an  overcrowded  population, 
he  did  not  see  what  could  be  done  in 
the  matter.  He  had  bad  convoTsatious 
with  the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Broadhurst) 
on  this  point,  and  it  was  a  matter  which 
he  himself  had  considered  with  great 
oare.  They  had  to  consider,  however, 
the  manner  in  which  auch  a  clause  as 
this  would  work.  Take  the  case  of  a 
boy  brought  up  by  bad  parents  amid 
the  worst  surroundings.  He  comioitted 
a  theft;  why?  Because  he  had  been 
brought  up  to  look  upon  the  oommission 
of  such  an  offence  as  an  ordinary  occur- 
rence, and  in  carrying  out  which  he 
committed  no  infraction  of  the  law.  The 
same  consideration  held  good  with  regard 
to  oEFences  of  violence,  and  the  fact  was 
that  the  sins  of  the  fathers  were  visited 
on  the  children.  They  must  begin,  as 
well  as  they  could,  by  improving  the 
education  of  the  children,  with  the  object 
of  bringing  about  an  improvement  in 
their  morals.  "While  he  would  have 
been  anxious  to  recognize  mitigating 
oircnmstances  in  the  Bill,  he  thought  it 
would  be  better  to  leave  such  matters 
to  the  Judge.  If  be  thought  there  were 
any  Judges  who  would  not  receive  evi- 
dence on  this  point,  and  would  not  con- 
sider a  condition  of  overcrowding  aa  a 
circumstance  to  be  weighed  in  passing 
sentence,  he  would  not  oppose  the 
Amendment.  Bat  he  had  had  some 
experience  as  to  the  motives  which 
weighed  with  the  Judges  of  the  land  in 
passing  sentences,  and  be  was  convinced 
that  they  would  take  into  consideration 
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all  mitigating  circumstances  which  could 
be  produced  in  evidence  regarding  the 
commission  of  these  ofTences,  and  he 
was  therefore  convinced  that  the  clause 
was  unnecessary. 

Mb.  WOODALL,  in  supporting  the 
Amendment,  trusted  that  the  last  word 
had  not  been  heard  with  regard  to  this 
proposal.  He  hoped  his  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Broadhurst]  would  take  a  division 
on  his  Amendment,  and  thus  enter  a 
protest  which  might  not  be  without 
its  effect  in  the  administration  of  the 
law. 

Me.  "WILLIS,  in  auppoiting  the  in- 
sertion of  the  Amendment,  said,  that  in 
the  case  referred  to  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  (Sir  R.  Assheton 
Cross)  the  young  lad  was  really  not 
responsible  at  all,  as  what  he  did  was 
the  result  of  the  evil  circumstances  in 
which  he  was  bom  and  in  which  he 
lived. 

Mr.  T0MLIN80X  wished  to  remind 
hon.  Members  that  the  primair  object 
of  this  Bill  was  the  protection  of  women 
and  girls,  and  that  the  clause  now  under 
consideration  dealt  with  the  punishment 
of  odious  crimes.  Parliament  was  surely 
not  going  to  stultify  itself  by  withdraw- 
ing the  protection  intended  to  be  given 
on  the  ground  of  the  unfavourable  con- 
ditions under  which  the  perpetrator  of 
the  crime  might  have  lived. 

Mr.  JAMES  STUART  said,  he  felt 
a  certain  amount  of  difficulty  in  looking 
at  an  ofTence  as  excusable  under  any 
circumstances ;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
he  recognized  that  they  were  taking  a 
step  just  now  for  the  protection  of  the 
daughters  of  the  poor,  and  he  did  not 
wish  to  shut  his  eyes  to  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  poor  lived.  He 
was  prepared,  therefore,  to  support  the 
Amendment  as  an  addendum  to  the 
clause.  There  could  be  no  doubt  that 
the  miserable  condition  of  the  housing 
of  the  poor  was  the  great  cause  of  this 
evil ;  but  he  must  say  that  the  amount 
of  guilt  was  also  very  unequal  between 
the  rich  and  the  poor  in  this  matter. 
When  a  man,  fully  educated,  well  in- 
structed, and  comfortably  brought  up, 
preyed  upon  httle  girls  of  the  poor,  he 
considered  him  an  offender  of  a  different 
character  from  the  men  who  were  indi- 
cated in  this  discussion,  and  whose 
offence  they  were  endeavouring  to  ex- 
tenuate in  some  degree  by  such  a  clause 
as  this. 
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{COMMONS} 


Amendmnt  £ 


Mr.  HOPWOOD,  in  opposing  the 
Amendment,  said,  that,  it'  adopted,  it 
would,  as  standing  bj  itself,  make  the 
Judges  think  that  the  circumstances  of 
it  were  the  oqly  ciroumatances  present 
to  the  minds  of  the  L^islature,  shutting 
ODt  all  others,  and  maKing  that  the  sole 
case  in  vhich  the  House  declared  that 
mitigating  circnmstancesshould  betaken 
into  account  by  the  Coart,  and  would 
tend  to  disturb  the  balance  of  justice  as 
between  one  class  and  another;  for  it 
would  not  apply  equally  to  the  sons  of 
rich  persona  who  were  misled,  as  well 
as  to  the  sons  of  the  poor.  He  thought 
that  in  all  oases  the  Judge  should  tidce 
into  account  whaterer  mitigating  oir- 
cnmstanoeB  might  arise  in  the  case 
before  him,  therefore  it  was  far  better 
left  to  him. 

Question  put. 

The  House  itviifi.-— Ayes  20;  Noes 
63 :  Majority  43.— (Dir.  List,  No.  276.) 

Amendment  proposed,  to  add,  at  end 
of  Clause,  the  following  Proviso : — 

"WheroMi  doobta  lutve  b««n  entortaiaed 
whsther  a  man  who  induces  a  inarried  vomui 
to  permit  him  to  have  connectioD  vith  her  by 
peraonating  her  husband  ia  or  is  not  fpiilty  of 
rap«.  it  i*  hereby  enacted  and  declared  that 
arery  Rich  offender  ahall  be  deemed  to  be  goiltj 
of  rape."  — [Jfr.  TXnMwon.) 

Ma.  HOPWOOD  said,  he  protested 
against  this  clumsy  and  haphazard  mode 
of  reforming  the  law,  which,  he  main- 
tained, was  discreditable  to  their  intelli- 
genoe. 

Thk  SECHETART  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  Abbheton  Oboss)  said,  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  offer  to  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  tf^Mi  h. 

Mb.  WABTON,  in  whose  name 
aereral  subsequent  Amendments  stood 
on  the  Paper,  said  that,  after  the  extra- 
ordinary action  of  the  Qoremment  in 
accepting  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  opposite  (Mr.  Thomasson),  with 
regard  to  a  clause  with  which  it  had 
nothing  whatever  to  do,  he  (Mr.  War- 
ton)  would  move  no  further  Amend- 
ments. 

Clause,  8B  amended,  agrttd  to. 

Clause  5. 

Amendment  proposed, 
In  page  3,  line  3,  afto-  the  word  "  labour," 
toiuiertthB   nonla—" provided,  That  in  the 


oaae  of  an  offender  whose  age  does  not  exceed 
Biiteeo  yeara,  the  court  may,  instaad  of  ten- 
teacing  him  to  any  term  of  impriKDment,  QidMr 
bim  to  ba  whipped,  as  preacribed  by  the  Act  of 
the  tneaty-fiftb  and  twenty-sixth  Victoria, 
chspter eightocc,  iatituled  an  'Act  to  amend 
the  Law  ai  to  the  whipping  of  JuTenile  and 
other  Offenders,'  and  the  said  Act  shall  apply, 
so  far  as  circumstances  admit,  as  if  the  offsoda 
had  been  conTicted  in  manner  in  the  said  Act 
mentioned ;  and  if,  having  regard  to  his  age 
and  all.tbe  circumstancM  of  the  case,  it  sfaonld 
appear  expedient,  the  court  may,  in  addition 
to  the  aontanco  of  whipping,  ordei  him  to  be 
Heot  to  a  certiSed  reformatoir  school,  and  to 
be  there  detained  for  a  period  of  not  leia  than 
two  yearn  and  not  more  than  five  years. 

"  The  court  may  also  order  the  offender  t« 
be  detained  in  cuetody  for  a  period  of  not  more 
tbao  seven  days  before  he  is  sent  to  aoch  re- 
formatory *ahool."—(5i'r  £.  A— Man  Crea.) 

Question  propoeed, "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Sib  ALEXANDEE  GOBDON  aaid, 
he  feared  that  detention  in  a  reformatory 
might  utterly  ruin  young  men  who 
chanced  to  make  a  mistake. 

Me.  HOPWOOD  said,  be  objeoted  to 
the  Amendment. 

Thb  SECBETABT  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AsBBETOx  Obosb^  Said,  that  as  the 
Amendment  was  objeoted  to  he  bad  no 
wish  to  press  it. 

Amendment,  by  leara,  withdrawn. 

Mb.  Sebjeant  SIMON,  in  moving  an 
Amendmeot  to  leave  ont  the  Proviso, 
which  stated  that  itshouldbeasuffident 
defence  if  the  person  charged  reasonably 
believed  the  girl  to  have  been  above  the 
age  of  16,  said,  that  by  such  a  Proviso 
they  were  legalizing  a  breach  of  the  law, 
and  giviog  express  encouragement  to 
immoralitv.  It  was  saying  to  a  person 
who  took  his  ahance  of  breiiking  the  law 
or  not — "We  will  protect  you  in  case  it 
should  turn  out  that  you  have  broken 
the  law."  There  was  no  instance  of  such 
a  jprovision  in  any  other  case  of  the  kind 
where  age  was  a  material  fact. 

Amendment  proposed, 


to  any  charge  under  aub-*action  one  of  this 
■action,  if  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to  the 
court  or  jury  before  whom  the  charge  shall  be 
brought,  that  the  person  so  charged  had  reason- 
able cause  to  believe  that  the  girl  was  of  orabon 
'^'  — '"'     SnytmU 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 
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It.  Asa lIETo^- Cross)  said,  heoouldnot 
assent  to  the  Amendment.  It  would  be 
most  dangerouB  to  pass  the  clause  with- 
out the  Fiovieo. 

Mb.  JA&f&S  STUABT  said,  he  was 
in  entire  agreentent  with  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Dewsbury  (Mr. 
Serjeant  Simon). 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Sir  ALEXANDER  GORDON  (foi 
Mr.  MoRQAM  Lloyd),  in  moving,  as  an 
Amendment,  in  page  3,  after  "years," 
to  ioeert — 


said,  that  the  girl  might  be  the  greater 
offender  of  the  two. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AssuETOX  CaoBa)  in  opposing  the 
Amendment,  said,  the  ground  of  the 
Bill  was  that  the  girl  was  to  be  pro- 
tected. The  House  had  raised  the  age 
from  13  to  16,  and  the  meaning  of 
that  was  that  a  girl  of  16  should  be 
protected  in  the  same  way  as  it  was 
before  proposed  to  Motect  a  girl  of  13. 

Me.  HOPWOOD  supported  the 
Amendment. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HAROOURT  said, 
that  the  House  and  the  country  would 
understand  that,  if  they  inserted  the 
age  of  16  in  the  Bill,  not  only  would 
girls  under  that  age  be  prevented  from 
pursuing  the  trade  of  prostitution,  but 
they  would  also  be  prevented  from  pur- 
suing other  trades.  No  man  who  had 
young  sons  would  ever  employ  in  his 
house  any  girl  under  16.  They  ought 
to  understand  the  bearing  and  operation 
of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  GBEOORY  said,  he  should  not 
regret  if  the  operation  of  the  Bill  had 
the  effect  indicated  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  (Sir  William  Har- 
court),  because  he  believed  that  girls 
were  sent  into  service  very  much  too 
early. 

Mb.  M'COAN  said,  that  the  object  of 
the  promoters  of  the  Bill  was  to  protect 
young  girls  who  were  chaste,  and  he 
thought  a  distinotion  should  be  drawn 
in  this  connection  between  prostitutes 
and  chaste  girls. 

Mb.  STANSFELD  said,  that  the  re- 
mark of  his  right  hon.  Friend  (Sir 
William  Haroourt)  would  apply  to  the 
age  of  li  as  much  as  to  the  age  of  16. 
It  was  not  simply  because  girls  between 


13  and  16  years  of  age  could  not,  in 
every  tase,  protect  tbemselv as,  that  they 
wanted  to  do  what  they  were  doing  to- 
day. What  they  contended  was,  that  it 
was  against  the  interests  of  morality, 
against  the  interests  of  society,  and 
against  the  interests  of  the  State,  that 
juvenile  immorality  and  prostitutiom 
should  exist.  He,  and  those  who 
thought  with  him,  were  prepared  in 
their  minds  to  go  a  step  furUier,  and 
say  that  a  girl  of  such  years  should  not 
be  entitled  to  consent. 

Mr.  TOMUNSON,  in  supporting  the 
Amendment,  said,  that  if  it  was  not 
adopted  some  provision  ought  to  be 
inserted  in  the  Bill  with  the  object  of 
olearing  the  streets  of  juvenile  prosti- 
tutes, aod  sending  such  girls  under  the 
age  of  16  to  industrial  schools  or  lefor- 
matories. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Sir 
R,  AssHETDN  Obosb)  said,  he  was  given 
to  understand  by  the  police  authorities 
that,  if  the  Contagious  Diseases  Acts 
were  properly  worked,  there  would  not 
be  a  girl  under  the  age  of  IS  on  th« 
streets. 

Mr.  JAMES  STUART,  in  obiocting 
to  the  Amendment,  said  that,  if  adopted, 
it  would  have  the  effect  of  invalidating 
the  Bill  in  one  of  its  essential  features, 
by  giving  a  legal  sanction  to  juvenile 
prostitution,  whjah  it  was  one  of  the 
objects  of  the  measure  to  repress.  In 
that  event  the  Bill  would  not  deal  with 
juvenile  prostitution  at  all.  If  the  evil 
had  been  reduced  by  the  Acts  referred 
to,  it  had  been  reduced  by  immoral 
means ;  if  it  were  checked  by  this  clause, 
it  would  be  checked  by  moral  means. 
Those  iniquitous  Acts  would  be  repealed 
by  the  wave  of  publio  opinion,  which 
insisted  on  dealing  with  the  beginning 
of  the  evil  rather  than  with  the  out- 
come of  it.  The  law  should  deprive 
these  children  of  their  means  of  living, 
and  society  should,  at  the  same  time, 
oome  to  their  rescue. 

Mr.  storey  said,  he  must  warn 
the  House  against  striking  a  serious 
blow  at  the  objects  nearly  every  hon. 
Member  had  in  view  by  passing  clauses 
which,  by  their  very  sti-ingency,  would 
make  the  measure  stink  in  the  nostrils 
of  reasonable  men.  He  believed  that 
the  danger  in  the  way  of  rendering 
legislation  of  this  kind  unsuccessful 
arose  from  the  enacting  of  too  stringent 
provisions. 
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Caftaut  AYLliIER  said,  that  the 
clauBe,  as  it  stood,  would  operate  nn- 
ei^uallf  ia  the  case  of  two  men  com- 
mitting the  same  moral  offence,  if  one 
girl  was  under  age  and  another  not. 

Mr.  PICTON  urged  that  the  Amend- 
ment was  absolutely  inconsistent  with 
tiie  main  objects  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  VILLIERS  8TUART  said,  that 
if  this  Amendment  were  acci  ^ 
would  have  the  effect  of  giving  a  kind 
of  legal  sanction  to  juvenile  prostitntion; 
and  defeat  one  of  Uie  primary  purposes 
of  the  Bill. 

Amendment  amended,  by  inserting 
the  word  "oommon,"  before  the  word 
"  prostitute." 

Question  put,  "That  the  words  'oi 
that  the  girl  was  at  the  time  of  the  com' 
mission  of  the  alleged  offence  a  common 
prostitute,'  be  there  inserted." 

The  House  divitUi : — Ayes  1 1 ;  Noes 
82:  Majori^  71.— (Diy.  List,  No.  277.) 
Mb.  HOPWOOD  moved,  as  an 
Amendment,  that  it  should  be  a  suffi- 
cient defence  to  a  charge  against  a  de- 
fendant under  18  that  the  girl  was,  in 
point  of  fact,  the  more  guilty  of  the 
two. 
Amendment  proposed, 
Id  page  3,  line  14,  at  end  of  CUusa  G,  to 
iowrt  the  vordj—"  Provided  Blio,  That  it  Bhall 
be  a  sufficient  defence  if  on  the  trinl  of  a  de- 
fendant under  the  age  of  eighteen  yeiui  it  aball 
1m  made  to  appear  to  the  court  or  jury  that  the 
girl  was,  in  point  of  fact,  the  mon  guilty  of 
the  two  in  the  commiBdon  ol  the  o^nue."— 
(Mr.  Sepwood.) 

Ths  under  SECEETAET  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT (Mr.  Stuart.Woktlkt),  in  op- 
posing the  Amendment  on  the  part  of 
the  Qoveroment,  said,  it-vae  against  the 
whole  policy  of  the  Act.  The  clause 
was  practically  one  of  tha  most  im- 
portant in  the  Bill,  and  without  it  it 
would  in  many  cases  be  a  failure. 
Question  put,  and  ntgatmtd. 
Amendment  proposed,  to  add,  at  end 
of  Clause  the  following  words : — 

"  No  proaecution  iholl  commence  for  an 
offence  under  Bub-section  ( 1 )  of  thia  clause  more 
than  three  months  after  the  oomminion  id  the 
affenoa."^(^r.  LyiUph  StOBlty.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Thb  secretary  of  state  {Sir 
B.  AssHETON  Cross)  said,  he  would 
aaoept  the  Amendment. 
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Mr.  8TANSFELD  said,  he  thought 
the  matter  ought  to  be  left  to  the  ordi- 
nary law.  He  saw  no  reason  for  an 
exceptional  provision  of  this  kind. 

Mb.  HOPWOOD  supported  the 
Amendment. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to;  words 
addtd  accordingly. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  U. 

Mb.  INCE,  in  moving  to  omit  in 
page  4,  line  32,  the  words  "in  anyplace 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  such  justice," 
said,  the  section  related  to  the  power  of 
search;andtheobjeot  of  his  Amendment, 
taken  in  connection  with  the  next  Amend- 
ment whioh  stood  in  Ids  name,  was  to 
place  the  law  with  regard  to  search  in 
the  case  of  offences  under  this  Bill  on 
the  same  footing  as  in  cases  of  ordinary 
larceny.  As  the  clause  stood  at  present, 
the  search  warrant  must  be  obtained 
from  a  Justice  who  had  jurisdiction  in 
the  place  where  the  girl  or  woman  was 
suspected  of  being  detained.  If  his  two 
Amendments  were  agreed  to,  the  search 
warrant  might  be  granted  by  any  Justise 
whatever. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  4,  line  31,  b;  leaving  ont  the  watd* 
"  in  so;  plioe  wiUun  the  juiudiction  of  inch 
jnetice."— (Jfr.  Inct.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
reposed  to  be  left  out  stand  port  of  the 
lilf" 

Sir  HENET  JAMES  said,  he  thought 
it  would  be  dangerous  to  confer  such  a 
wide  jurisdiction  upon  any  Justice  of 
the  Fence,  and,  therefore,  opposed  the 
Amendment.  It  would  practically  give 
I  Justice  of  the  Peace  jurisdiction  over 
:he  whole  of  England.  Beyond  that  it 
Dvolved  a  considerable  change  of  prin- 
ciple, and  with  Justices  of  peculiar  views 
might  be  productive  of  considerable  in- 
convenience, by  leading  to  the  searching 
of  a  great  many  houses. 

The  SKCRETAEY  of  STATE  (Sir 

,  AssHETOX  Cboss)  said,  he  was  also 
opposed  to  snob  a  sweeping  alteration 
of  the  jurisdiction  of  Justices  of  the 
Peace.    He  did  not  think  it  would  bs 

frudent  to  give  any  Justice  of  the 
'eace,  having  peculiar  views,  the  power 
to  issue  any  number  of  search  warrants 
to  search  any  number  of  places. 

Mr.  THOROLD  ROGERS  said,  he 
was  of  opinion  that,  judging  by  a  recent 
case,  great  delay  in  Ute  ezeoation  of  jna- 
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tice  might  arise  unleas  the  proposed 
power  vere  gtTea.  He  would  call  the 
attention  of  bon.  Members  to  the  oose 
of  a  Toman  who  had  applied  to  a  magis- 
trate the  other  day  for  assistanoe  to 
«&able  her  to  regain  pOBsession  of  her 
step>daughter,  idleged  to  have  been 
spirited  awsy  by  a  "vicked  Baronet," 
and  who  was  informed  b;  the  magis- 
trate that  he  had  no  jnrisdiirtion.  This 
distribution  of  jurisdictioii  was  caloolated 
to  delay  justice. 

Mk.  IIOPWOOD  pointed  out  that 
the  proposed  ohange  in  the  law  was 
not  needed,  and  could  not  be  effected 
without  breaking  down  oat  whole  ma- 

S'  iterial  system.     All  the  magistrates  in 
s  Metropolis  had  jurisdiction  through- 
out the  oounty  ;  but,  for  conreniauoe,  to 
each  was  allotted  a  distriot. 
Question  put,  and  agrted  to. 

Mb.  jambs  STUABT,  in  moring, 
as  an  Amendment,  in  page  5,  line  20, 
after  the  word  "  police,     to  insert — 

"Who  (hall  be  accompanied  by  the  parent, 
relative,  Kuudian,  or  other  pereon  maliuiK  the 
infarmatiaD,  if  such  person  so  desire,  Djolest 
the  justice  shall  othecwis*  direct," 
said,  his  motive  for  doing  eo  was  that 
he  had  no  confidence  whatever  in  the 
police  in  their  search  of  immoral  houses, 
vbere  plenty  of  money  was  going.  In 
saying  that  he  had  no  intention  of  cast- 
ing any  reflection  upon  them  as  a  body ; 
but  he  thought  they  should  not  be  ex- 
posed to  the  temptations  which  the  cir- 
cumstances would  -bring  about,  and 
which  would  be  such  that  no  reasonable 
body  of  men,  however  praiseworthy, 
could  be  expected  to  resist.  The  Bill 
was  simply  an  instalment  in  the  right 
direction ;  and  he  apprehended  that,  in 
the  course  of  a  few  years,  the  whole 
question  would  be  again  under  the 
review  of  the  House. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  6,  line  20,  all«r  "police,"  insert 
"  who  sliall  be  accompanied  b;  the  parent,  re- 
lative, or  goardian,  or  other  person  making  the 
information,  if  such  person  so  desire,  nnless  the 
justice  shall  othsrwise  direct," — {Mr.  Jamet 
Stuart.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Sir  henry  JAMES,  in  nixing  the 
Qovemment  to  accept  the  Amendment, 
said,  he  thought  it  would  be  most  useful 
that   someone    should   accompany  the 
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police  to  identify  the  person.  He  was 
very  sorry  to  heat  the  suggestion  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Hackney  (Mr.  Jamee 
Stuatt)  that  they  were  likely  soon  to 
have  this  question  again  before  them. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AssHBTON  Cboss)  Said  that,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  the  police  always  took  some 
person  with  them  to  identify  the  per< 
son  sought  for,  otherwise  there  would 
be  no  use  in  their  going  to  a  house. 
The  addition,  therefore,  made  eneh  a 
little  diffsrenoe  in  the  actual  practice 
that  he  had  no  objection  to  accept  the 
Amendment.  After  giving  the  police 
enormous  powers,  discredit  should  not 
be  thrown  on  them. 

Question  put,  and  agrud  to.-  words 
inurltd  accordingly. 

Mb.  Sbb/buit  SIMON  moved  to  add 
at  the  end  of  the  9th  olanse  the  follow- 
ing sub-section : — 

"  In  the  abssnce  of  a  jnjtice  of  the  peace,  or 
it  it  sbould  be  fooad  impossible  to  go  before  a 
jastice  of  tbe  peaoe,  a  superintendent  or  inspec- 
tor of  police,  or  other  officer  in  charge  of  a 
police  station,  shall  receive  information  on  oath 
aa  in  this  Clause  mentioned,  and  shall  take  down 
such  infonnation  in  writing,  and  shall  act  apon 
such  informstion  in  all  respects  as  if  a  warrant 
had  been  iaaned  aa  aforesaid,  and  any  parson 
making  any  talae  information  in  the  matter 
herein  mentioned  shall  be  guilty  of  peiinrj, 
and  dealt  with  and  prosecuted  accordingly. 

The  bon.  and  learned  Member  said  that 
the  object  of  the  clause  was  to  prevent 
delay  in  the  execution  of  the  war- 
rant. If  a  felony  were  committed,  a 
police  officer  would  have  the  right  to 
eater  a  house  without  a  warrant;  and 
he  proposed  to  give  him  the  same 
right  in  order  to  prevent  tbe  commis- 
sion of  a  crime  which  was  even  greater 
than  an  ordinary  felony.  It  might  be  said 
that  in  all  the  important  towns  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace  was  easily  to  be  found ;  but 
he  held  in  hie  hand  a  letter — the  autho- 
rity of  the  writer  of  which  could  not  be 
doubted — mentioning  the  fact  that  in  a 
town  with  which  he  was  connected — a 
town  containing  17,000  inhabitants,  in 
a  mining  district  where,  he  was  sorry  to 
say,  the  population  were  of  a  rough  and 
dissolute  character,  and  where  crimes 
of  this  kind  were  frequently  committed 
— there  was  not  a  single  magistrate  re- 
sident within  it.  Then,  again,  hon. 
Members  would  be  fully  aware  that  in 
many  of  the  populous  districts  of  the 
North  of  England  they  might  travel  for 


>y  Google 


H87 


Criminal  Law 


{ C0UU0N8 }  A  oifndMeHt  BiU. 


miles  through  a  succession  of  small 
towns  and  Tillages  without  being  able 
to  find  a  single  resident  magistrate.  It 
.  was  among  such  populations  as  this  that 
the  offence  vbico  tbey  desired  to  put 
down  was  committed,  and  was  likely  to 
prevail.  The  object  of  the  Amendment 
waetosecure  expedition  where  expedition 
was  of  tb«  most  vital  importance.  Wiiile 
"  the  parent  or  guardian  or  other  person 
interested  in  the  girl"  was  endeavouring 
to  find  a  magistrate,  and  was  going  froi 
one  place  to  another  in  order  to  procui  _ 
the  formality  of  a  warrant,  .tbe  mischief 
might  be  done  which  it  was  tbe  object 
of  the  Bill  to  prevent.  He  proposed 
that  in  the  absence  of  a  Justice  the 
Superintendent  or  Inspector  of  Police 
should  have  power  to  receive  a  deposi- 
tion on  oath  and  in  writing  which  would 
■abject  any  person  who  set  the  law  in 
motion,  and  whomade  a  false  deposition, 
to  the  penalties  of  perjury.  The  subject 
had  been  raised  when  the  BiU  was  in 
Committee ;  but  the  House  did  not  accept 
the  Amendment.  He  hoped  that  hon. 
Members  would  now  feel  inclined  to  te- 
oonsider  the  matter,  and  deal  with  it 
the  way  which  he  proposed.  He  believed 
that  the  clause  would  be  utterly  without 
valueunless  it  had  some  addition  of  this 
kind  to  it.  No  doubt  it  might  not  be  a 
matter  of  difficulty  to  find  a  magistrate 
in  London,  although  it  would  at  parti- 
cular times  of  the  year ;  but  it  must  be 
remembered  that  these  offences  took 
place  generally  at  nighl,  at  hours  whan 
a  police  magistrate  was  not  sitting  in 
Court,  and  was  not  easily  to  be  found. 
He  might  live  out  of  town,  and  in  other 
respects  not  easily  accessible.  Under 
tbese  circumstances,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  such  an  addition  to  the  clause  was 
absolutely  necessary  in  order  that  the 
BilLmight  be  rendered  really  effectual; 
and  he  hoped  the  House  would  allow  the 
Amendment  to  pass. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  5,  at  end,  to  add  the  vorda — "latho 
aboonce  of  a  j  ustice  of  tho  praco,  or  if  it  should 
1m  found  impoouble  to  go  bofore  a  jusljie  of 
tho  paace,  a  BuperintendeDt  oi  inspector  of 
[lotice,  or  othsr  officer  in  charge  of  a  police 
■tatioD,  ahall  receive  information  on  oath  as  iu 
this  Clause  mentioned,  and  shall  takedown  such 
information  in  writing,  and  shall  act  upon  such 
information  in  all  reepects  as  if  a  warraot  had 
b«»a  issued  as  aforesaid,  and  any  petsao  making 
any  false  infonnatioa  in  tbe  matter  herein 
mentioned  shall  be  guilty  of  perjury,  and  dealt 
with  and  proseecuted  oooordingty."  —  (JTi'. 
Strjitnt  Simon.) 

Mr.  Sfjient  Simon 


'That  those  words 


Question  proposed, 
be  there  inserted." 

The  8ECRETAKT  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AssHETOiT  Ckosb)  Said,  he  objected 
very  much  to  this  clause,  on  aocount  of 
the  enormous  powers  it  would  give  to 
tbe  police.  It  would  give  aa  Inspector 
of  Folice  the  power  to  permit  another 
person  to  break  open  the  doors  of  any 
house  in  London  at  any  hour  of  the 
night  in  order  to  make  a  search  for  some 
person  or  other  in  regard  to  whom  there 
was  a  suspicion  that  something  wrong 
was  going  on.  He  was  bound  to  say 
that  it  was  not  desirable  to  give  such  a 
power.  As  to  the  difficulty  of  finding 
magistrates,  he  had  been  in  communica- 
tion with  the  Chief  Magistrate  in  London 
since  the  Bill  was  in  Committee,  and  it 
had  been  arranged  that  the  names  and 
addresses  of  all  the  magistrates  should 
be  scheduled  and  pubushed,  so  that 
those  gentlemen  might  easily  be  found 
when  required.  Any  person  desirous  of 
obtaining  a  warrant  would  know  where 
to  find  a  magistrate,  and  would  readily 
secure  what  he  desired.  He  thought 
that  would  be  quite  eufficient,  without 
giving  these  very  large  powers  to  the 
poUce. 

M&.  FICTON  said,  that  the  real  griev- 
ance whioh  was  felt  in  regard  to  this 
subject  was  that  it  was  much  easier  to 
recover  stolen  goods  than  it  was  to  re- 
cover a  stolen  child.  If  hon.  Hembers 
learned  in  the  law  would  assure  the 
House  that  that  was  not  the  case,  but 
that  it  was  just  as  easy  to  recover  a  little 
child  seven  or  eight  years  of  age  who 
happened  to  have  been  stolen  from  her 
parents  as  it  was  to  recover  a  set  of 
silver  spoons,  uudoubtedly  a  consider- 
able amount  of  theobjectioa  entertained 
to  the  clause  in  its  present  shape  would 
be  met.  But,  certainly,  as  it  stood  ia 
the  Bill  at  the  present  moment  it  as- 
sumed that  form.  If  a  man  lost  his 
silver  spoons  he  could  get  a  warrant 
without  tbo  formality  of  going  before  a 
police  magistrate,  and  could  get  a  police 
officer  to  go  with  him  and  searob  the 
premises  where  the  stolen  property  was 
supposed  to  be  concealed.  But  if  a  man 
had  a  little  daughter  of  seven  or  eight 
years  of  age  who  had  been  etolen,  and 
was  detained  for  immoral  purposes,  the 
parent  could  do  nothing  of  tho  kind ;  and 
if  a  magistrate  did  not  happen  to  be  at 
hand  at  the  moment  it  woiud  be  impoa> 
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Bible  for  him  to  obtain  a  searoh  warrant, 
and,  in  the  meantime,  the  injury  might 
be  committed.  He  thought  that  it  waa 
only  right  for  Parliament  to  remedy  bo 
great  a  grievance,  and  with  that  view  he 
supported  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member. 

Mb.  SAMUEL  SMITH  also  sup- 
ported the  Amendment.  He  thonght 
the  Oovemmeut  were  bound  to  £nd  out 
some  other  way  to  enable  a  parent,  who 
had  a  child  stolen  at  night,  to  get  that 
child  restored  to  him  without  the  delay, 
and  possibly  the  danger,  whioh  might 
result  ttom  being  compelled,  in  the  first 
instance,  to  obtain  a  search  warrant  from 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  If  the  Qovem- 
ment  could  point  out  any  other  way  by 
which  a  child  so  t^en  away  could  be  re- 
stored his  objection  to  the  clause,  as  it 
stood,  would  be  removed ;  but  if  they 
could  not  suggest  any  easier  way  to 
secure  the  recovery  of  the  child,  he 
thought  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  ought  to  be  ac- 
cepted by  the  House  as  the  only  means 
which  hon.  Members,  not  connected  with 
the  Oovernment,  could  think  of. 

The  under  SEORETAHY  of 
STATE  FOB  THE  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT (Mr.  Stuakt-WobtleyI  denied 
that  there  were  any  greater  focilitiea  for 
recovering  stolen  goods  than  there  would 
be  to  recover  a  stolen  child  if  the  clause, 
as  it  now  stood,  were  agreed  to  without 
the  suggested  Amendment.  If  it  could 
be  shown  that  it  was  a  case  of  a  stolen 
obild,  then  there  was  a  remedy  under 
the  existing  law,  just  the  same  as  in  the 
case  of  stolen  goods.  He  believed  that 
under  the  Explosives  Act,  if  ciroum- 
stances  of  great  emergency  could  be 
shown,  the  assistance  of  the  police  could 
be  called  in  ;  and  certainly,  in  the  case 
of  a  stolen  child,  he  could  not  conceive 
that  there  would  be  any  difficulty  under 
the  clause  as  it  stood,  but  that  the 
powers  of  the  police  would  be  just  as 
urge  as  those  now  possessed  in  regard 
to  a  search  where  a  felony  had  been 
committed. 

(Question  put. 

The  House  divided: — Ayes  23;  Noes 
87  :  Majority  64.— (DIv.  List,  No.  278.) 

Ma.  SAMUEL  SMITH  moved,  in 
Clause  V,  after  the  word  "  brothel,"  to 
insert— 


The  hon.  Member  sud  that  the  Amend- 
ment was  of  very  great  importance,  and 
he  hoped  it  would  receive  the  carefnl 
consideration  of  the  House.  As  the 
clause  stood,  it  simply  dealt  with  a  place 
technically  described  as  a  "brothel,  by 
means  of  which,  as  he  understood  the 
law,  the  most  dangerous  of  all  places 
would  escape  the  operation  of  the  clause. 
It  was  very  well  known  that  the  greatest 
portion  of  the  mischief  was  often  done,  not 
in  places  that  w  ere  techn  i  cally  "  broth  els, " 
but  in  other  places  which  were  largely 
used  for  the  purposes  of  prostitution 
without  coming  under  the  description  of 
brothek.  It  was  well  known  in  the 
City  that  there  were  a  large  number  of 
places,  such  as  coffee  houses  and  re- 
staurants, frequented  by  a  certain  class 
of  people,  and  even,  he  was  afraid, 
some  shops,  where  every  facility  was 
afforded  for  the  carrying  on  of  these 
vile  practices.  It  was  into  these  places 
of  lawful  business  that  innocent  girls 
were  most  frequently  entrapped.  They 
were  brought  up  to  the  Metropolis  under 
the  pretence  that  situations  would  be 
found  for  them ;  they  were  taken  to 
these  places,  and  when  once  they  got 
there  they  found  themselves  encom- 
passed  by  temptations  and  surroundings 
that  made  escape  almost  impossible ; 
and  if  the  Bill  was  to  be  of  any  value 
whatever  it  must  include  in  its  purview 
all  places  where  prostitution  was  know- 
ingly earned  on.  He  did  not  think  that 
it  was  necessary  that  he  should  saymore 
in  support  of  the  Amendment,  and  he 
hoped  that  the  Government  would  ac- 
cept it. 

Amendment  proposed, 

Id  page  6,  line  3g,  by  inBertiog,  fitter  the 
word  "  brothel,"  tbe  words  "  or  being  the 
tenant,  leuee,  or  occupier  of  sny  premJieB  nied 
for  Uvful  busmea*  knowingly  permits  sneh 
premises  or  any  part  thBreof  to  be  used  for  pot- 
poses  of  prostitution." — {Mr.  Samuel  SmilA.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  (Sir 
John  Qokst)  opposed  the  Amendment, 
on  the  ground  that  it  would  extend  the 
operation  of  the  clause  to  cases  which 
the  hon.  Member  could  hardly  have  con- 
templated. The  proposal  of  the  hon. 
Member  went  a  very  great  deal  further 
than  the  speech  which  the  hon.  Member 
had  delivered  in  that  House.    If  it  only 
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proposed  to  give  effect  to  the  senliments 
which  the  hon.  Member  had  addressed 
to  the  House,  the  House  would  probably 
have  been  disposed  to  entertain  it ;  but 
the  words  proposed  to  be  inserted  in  the 
clause  would  certainly  make  it  a  crimi- 
nal offence  if  a  person  should  on  any 
occasion  permit  any  room  in  his  house 
to  be  used  for  an  immoral  purpose.  li 
the  law  were  made  so  stringent  that  any 
person  who  should,  on  a  single  occasion, 
allow  an  immoral  act  to  take  place  in 
his  house  be  rendered  amenable  to  a 
orimiual  charge,  it  would  be  a  change  in 
the  law  of  a  most  important  charaoter. 
He  took  it,  however,  that  such  places  as 
the  hon. Member  described  in  his  Amend- 
ment would  in  reality  be  brothels,  be- 
cause the  Amendment  extended  the  ope- 
ration of  the  clause  to  tenants,  lessees, 
or  occupiers  of  premises  used  for  lawful 
business  who  might  "  knowingly  permit 
BUch  premises  to  be  used  for  such  pur- 
poses." If  they  "  knowingly  permitted  " 
the  premises  to  be  used  for  immoral 
purposes,  he  (the  Idolioitor  Qflneral)  took 
it  that  they  would  be  held  to  be  brothels ; 
and,  therefore,  the  kind  of  places  which 
the  hon.  Member  asked  them  to  include 
wore  already  included  in  the  Bill,  and 
the  introduotioa  of  these  words  would 
not  effect  what  the  hon.  Member  de- 
sired. 

Mb.  THOBOLD  BOGEBS  said,  that 
it  would  be  in  the  memory  of  hon. 
Members  that,  when  this  qneation  was 
brought  before  the  House  in  Committee 
upon  the  Bill,  he  was  the  Mover  of  the 
Amendment ;  and  on  that  occasion  there 
was,  of  course,  as  was  constantly  the 
case  with  rogard  to  any  attempt  to  im- 
prove the  law,  a  conspiracy  between  the 
two  Front  Benches  to  defeat  the  pro- 
posal. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Home  Secretary  went  across  the  floor  of 
the  House,  and  be  heard  the  right  hon. 
(Gentleman  say— "Of  course,  you  will 
oppose  this."  He  could  not  mention  the 
name  of  the  Gentleman  to  whom  the  re- 
mark was  addressed,  because  it  would 
be  against  the  Bules  of  the  House.  He 
did  not  know  what  the  legal  definition 
of  a  place  of  this  kind  was,  and  the 
House  had  not  been  favoured  with  a 
definition.  They  had  now  to  rely  upon 
the  assertion  of  the  Solicitor  General 
that  the  Amendment  proposed  by  his 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Liverpool 
(Mr.  Samuel  Smith)  was  already  covered 
by  the  provisions  contained  in  the  Bill. 
The  Solicitor  General 
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He  (Mr.  Bogers)  had  long  distrusted 
the  assurances  that  were  given  by  Gen- 
tlemen learned  in  the  law,  and  there 
was  nothing  which  he  less  trusted  than 
an  assurance  that  a  particular  Amend- 
ment of  the  existing  law  was  already 
covered  by  the  existing  law  itself .  If  hon. 
Members  would  believe  the  Law  Officers 
of  the  Crown,  there  was  hardly  ever  sny 
necesuty  for  making  any  amendment  in 
the  law  at  all.  He  took  a  totally  dif- 
ferent view  of  the  matter.  It  woi^d  be 
a  very  serious  thing,  for  infitanoe,  if  a 
man  who  kept  a  draper's  shop,  and 
made  use  of  a  number  of  rooms  in  his 
house  for  the  purpose  of  letting  them  to 
a  woman  who  had  the  key  of  Uie  door, 
and  who  admitted  male  visitors — 'it 
would  be  very  awkward  to  charge  the 
owner  of  the  premises  with  keeping  a 
brothel.  He  did  not  believe  uat 
anyone  would  ever  attempt  to  make 
such  a  charge,  and  yet  at  present 
it  was  said  that  there  were  numerous 
premises  of  that  kind  which  were 
made  use  of  in  that  way.  Of  course, 
everybody  knew  what  a  place  was  that 
was  generally  oalled  a  "disorderly 
house  " — one  of  those  places  where  the 
churchwardens  were  called  on  to  inter* 
pose  in  order  to  prevent  immoral  prac- 
tices from  being  carried  on.  What  they 
were  now  dealing  with  was  a  much  more 
ineidiouB  evil.  He  had  received  a  letter 
from  a  clergyman  of  great  experience 
and  knowledge.  The  writer  said  that 
"  this  was  the  most  insidious  and  most 
mischievous  way  in  which  young  girls 
were  debauched."  The  Solicitor  General 
informed  them  that  this  kind  of  mis- 
chief was  already  provided  for  by  the 
existing  law ;  and  although  it  would  be 
certainly  necessary  to  take  a  division 
upon  the  Amendment,  he  presumed 
that  those  who  were  in  favour  of 
it  would  be  defeated  and  hare  to 
grin  and  bear  the  consequences.  Upon 
Uie  heads  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment those  consequences  must  rest. 
It  was  stated  that  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  severity  in  the  Bill ;  but  his  opi- 
nion was  that  it  contained  a  great  deal 
more  of  hypocrisy  in  the  way  in  which 
the  repressive  clauses  of  the  Bill  vers  ' 
proposed  to  be  carried  out. 

Me.  6TAN8FELD  said,  that  if  he 
had  followed  the  hon.  and  learned  Soli- 
oitor  General  rightly,  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  speaking  oa  behalf 
of  the  Qovemment,  appeared  to  e 
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Bympathy  with  the  object  of  the  Amend- 
ment, but  thought  that  in  its  terms  it 
vu  too  Tftgae  and  wide.  He  under- 
atood  the  boa.  and  learned  Qentleman 
also  to  express  an  opinion  that  places 
where  prostitution  was  habitually  car- 
ried on  might  be  brought  within  the 
olanse.  But  the  hon.  and  learned  Qen- 
tleman went  further,  and  asserted  that 
such  oases  were  already  eovered  hj  the 
erietiDg  law,  seeing  that  they  would  be 
regarded  aa  brothels.  Now,  he  (Mr. 
Btansfeld)  did  not  feel  satisfied  that  a 
place  of  this  description  would  teohni- 
eally  be  a  "  brothel  under  tbe  existing 
law  ;  and  he  thought  the  case  might 
easily  be  met  if,  aooording  to  the  view 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Bolioitor  Gene- 
ral, instead  of  making  this  addition  to 
the  clause,  they  added  after  the  word 
"brothel"  the  words"  for  purposes 
of  habitual  prostitution."  He  thought 
an  Amendment  of  that  kind  would 
answer  tbe  purpose  which  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Liverpool  (Mr. 
8.  Smith)  had  in  view. 

Mb.  SAMUEL  SMITH  said,  he  was 
quite  wiUing  to  withdraw  the  Amend- 
ment in  favour  of  tbe  words  suggested 
l)y  his  right  hon.  Friend,  if  the  Go- 
Terument  would  accept  them. 

The  SEORETAEY  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AssHETox  Cross)  said,  the  Goveni- 
ment  had  no  objection  to  the  words  it 
was  proposed  to  substitute. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mb.  STANSFELD  moved,  after  the 
word  "brothel,"  to  insert  the  words"or 
for  the  purposes  of  habitual  prosti- 
tution." 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  6,  lino 28,  a(t«rtha  word  "brothal," 
to  iojart  tbe  wordi  "or  for  the  purposes  of 
habitusl  proatitation." — (Jfr.  SlautftU.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Me.  HORACE  DAVEY  said,  he  had 
been  somewhat  eurprieed  to  hear  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Solicitor 
Oeneral  say  that  the  word  "  brothel  " 
was  covered  by  the  words  which  the 
hon.  Member  for  Liverpool  (Mr.  S. 
iSmith)  proposed  to  insert.  He  held  it 
to  be  very  questionable  whether  the 
word  "brothel"  would,  in  law,  cover 
premises  ostensibly  used  for  another 
purpose,  and  actually  used  for  another 
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I  purpose,  although  occasionally  used  for 
i  tbe  puniose  of  allowing  immoral  prac- 
tices to  be  carried  on.  Notwithstanding 
the  high  authority  of  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend,  he  ventured  to  doubt 
whether  the  word  "brotbel"  would 
cover,  in  an  Act  of  Parliament,  premises 
of  that  kind ;  and  he  was  afraid  that  if 
tbe  case  were  argued  out  in  Court,  the 
Court  might  decide  that  a  brothel  did 
not  mean  premises  such  as  those  which 
were  intended  to  he  struck  at  by  the 
Amendment.  At  any  rate,  the  question 
admitted  of  so  much  argument,  and  so 
much  doubt  as  to  whether  the  word 
"  brothel "  was  intended  to  include  such 
premises,  and  to  prohibit  them  under 
the  existing  law,  that  the  words  ought 
to  be  inserted  so  as  to  place  the  matter 
beyond  all  doubt. 

Thb  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  (Sir 
John  Gobst)  said,  he  did  not  think  there 
could  be  any  objection  to  the  Insertion 
of  tbe  words  proposed  by  tbe  right  boo. 
Member  for  Halifax  (Mr.  Stansfeld). 
With  regard  to  the  remarks  of  bis 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Kember 
for  Christchnrch  (Mr.  Horace  Dsvey), 
he  tbongbt  hia  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
had  omitted  to  look  at  the  2nd  sub- 
section of  the  clause  in  the  Bill,  which 
included  the  tenant,  lessee,  or  occupier 
of  premises  used  as  a  brotbel.  and  also 
any  part  of  such  premises.  He  should 
have  thought  that  if  part  of  any  pre- 
mises was  used  forlawful  purposes,  and 
another  part  of  tbe  same  premises  was 
used  as  a  brothel,  the  whole  of  the  pre- 

ises  would  he  covered  by  the  clause. 

Question  put,  and  agrud  to. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AssiiETOK  CBoaa)  moved — 

In  pages,  line  38,  after  the  word  "brothel,'' 

insertthe  words,  "  OT  (3.)  Being  the  lessor 
of  any  premises,  or  the  agent  ot  such  lessor, 
lets  tbe  same  or  any  part  tbereof  with  tbe 
knowledge  that  such  premiera  or  some  part 
thereof  are  or  is  to  be  used  as  a  brotbel." 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Sib  henry  JAMES  asked  whether 
the  word  "lessor"  would  be  sufKcient 
for  the  purpose  ?  It  might  be  the  land- 
lord of  the  premises  without  being  the 
lessor.  He  would  suggest  that  the  words 
should  be  "lessor  or  landlord  of  any 
premises,"  and  he  would  move  an 
Amendment  to  that  effect  if  the  Home 
Secretary  had  no  objection. 
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The  secretary  of  STATE  {Sii 
E.  AssnETON  Ciioss)  said,  he  was  will- 
ing to  accept  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  amend  the 
Amendment,  after  the  word  "lessor," 
in  line  1,  hy  adding  the  worda  "  oi 
landlord." — {Sir  R.  Auheton  Crott.) 

Question,  "  That  the  vords  '  or  land- 
lord '  be  there  inserted,"  put,  and 
agreed  (o. 

6iB  HENRY  JAMES  said,  it  vonld 
be  neceesary  to  add  the  same  wordi 
after  the  second  word  "  lessor." 

Amendment  proposed,  to  amend  the 
Amendment,  in  line  2,  by  adding,  after 
the  word  "  lessor,"  the  words  "  or  land- 
lord."—(Sir  Henry  Jamee.) 

Question,  "  That  the  words  '  or  land- 
lord '  be  there  inserted,"  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Mb.  TOMLINSON  pointed  out  that 
it  would  also  be  necessary  to  insert, 
after  the  word  "lets,"  the  words  "or 
let." 

Mk.  iSTOREY  said,  that  tliia  was 
the  only  snb-aection  in  tbe  Bill  which 
dealt  with  the  owner.  The  landlord 
of  any  premises,  or  the  agent  of  such 
landlord,  who  knowingly  let  tlie  pre' 
miiea,  or  any  part  of  them,  for  use  aa.a 
brothel,  wae  to  be  punished  on  convio' 
tion.  What  he  wished  to  see  was  the 
inclusion  of  the  owner,  as  well  as  the 
landlord  and  lessor.  Experience  id 
London  often  proved  that  the  greatest 
delinquent  was  a  person  who  lived  at  a 
distance  in  a  fashionable  villa,  and  con- 
ducted the  business  of  a  brothel -beeper 
through  another  person,  who  acted  as 
bis  agent.  The  Home  Secretary  would 
do  well,  he  thought,  if  he  would  pro- 
pose some  means  by  which  they  would 
get  at  the  owner ;  and  he  would  invite 
tiie  attention  both  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  the  hon.  and  learned 
Solicitor  General  to  that  point — namely, 
to  what  extent  did  they  propose  to  in- 
terfere and  punish  the  owner?  They 
proposed  to  punish  tbe  owner,  according 
to  the  Amendment  of  the  Home  Secre- 
tary, if  he  let  his  property  with  a  know- 
ledge that  the  premisoa,  or  some  part, 
were  or  was  to  be  used  as  a  brothel ; 
but  he  (Mr.  Storey)  undertook  to  say 
that  they  would  never  get  a  conviction 
in  such  a  case.  No  owner  let  bia  pro- 
perty with  a  knowledge,  such  as  could 
be  pnred,  that  it  vas  going  to  be  used 


as  a  brothel.  He  would  pve  an  illas- 
tration  of  what  had  really  happened  in 
an  important  town  in  the  Piorth  ef 
England.  A  person  occupying  the  posi- 
tion of  Alderman  of  the  borough,  and 
also  Justice  of  tbe  Peace,  had  a  house 
which  vas  let  as  a  brotheL  He  let  it 
for  a  term,  but  be  took  good  car«, 
through  his  agent,  to  collect  the  rent 
weekly.  The  rent  commenced  at  tbe 
beginning  of  the  tenancy,  and  beoause 
it  was  let  as  a  brothel  he  got  twice  the 
amount  of  rent  regularly  every  other 
Monday  morning  which  other  landlords 
were  able  to  get  for  similar  property  in 
the  same  locality.  If  they  had  brought 
that  Alderman  up,  as  they  ought  to  have 
brought  him  up,  before  his  brother  Jus- 
tices, they  would  have  to  prove  that  he 
let  the  premises  with  the  knowledge 
that  euch  premises  were  to  be  used  as  a 
brothel.  His  answer  would  be — "When 
I  let  the  premises  I  did  not  know  they 
were  going  to  be  used  as  a  brothel ; " 
and  how  much  further  could  the  case  be 
carried?  He  asked  the  Home  Secre- 
tary most  respectfully,  but  urgently,  to 
add  words  which  would  enable  the  law 
to  punish  such  an  owner  as  that.  There 
were  already  in  the  Bill,  in  the  2nd 
sub-section,  the  following  words  re- 
ferring to  tbe  tenant,  or  lessee,  or  occu- 
pier : — 

"  It  be  hnowiDgly  pormita   such  pramiae*  ot 
au]-  part  thereof  to  ba  used  a*  a  brothel." 

He  asked  the  Home  Secretary  to  extend 
these  worde  so  as  to  include  the  owner 
and  landlord  as  well  as  the  lessee  and 
tenant ;  and  in  order  to  test  whether  the 
right  hen.  Gentleman  was  prepared  to 
do  ao,  he  would  propose  to  amend  the 
Amendment  by  inserting  the  worde — 


The  sub-section  of  the  clause  would  then 
read — 

"  Or  being  Uie  lessor  or  laoiUoid  of  any  pre- 
mises, or  the  agent  ot  Buth  lessor  or  kndlOTd, 
lets  the  saiDQ,  or  onj  part  thereof,  with  the 
knowledge  tlUt  such  premises  or  some  pait 
thereof  are  or  is  to  be  nsed  as  a  tiiothel,  or 
'  Qowiogly  permits  such  premiBss  to  b«  uwd  as 
brothel." 

People  were  extremely  anxious  in  his 
part  of  the  world,  if  the  Bill  was  to  be 
passed,  that  they  should  be  able  to  get 
at  the  owner.  It  might  be  urgQd  that 
if  the  Amendment  were  passed  the 
landlord  might  re-let  the  property.  But 
the  owner  could  be  got  at  ia  two  WKf*— 
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first,  "by  providing  that  the  house  should 
only  be  let  aa  a  respectable  house,  and 
not  tamed  into  a  brothel,  or  otherwise 
that  the  tenancy  would  be  voided  at 
once,  and  the  landlord  have  power  to 
resume  pOMeBsion ;  or,  if  they  did  not 
make  that,  provieion,  the  landlord  could 
eervo  a  legal  noiice  for  the  termination 
of  the  tenancy,  and  when  the  tenancy 
was  determined,  then,  and  not  until 
then,  if  it  were  continued  to  be  oecu- 
pied  as  a  brothel,  and  the  landlord 
knowingly  permitted  it,  he  wuuld  render 
himself  liable  to  be  piinished.  He 
begged  to  move  the  addition  of  those 
words. 

Amendment  proposed,  at  the  end  of 
the  eaid  proposed  Amendment,  to  add 
the  words  "  or  knowingly  permits  such 
premises,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  be  used 
aa  a  brothel." — (ilr.  Stwey.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  added  to  the  said  proposed  Amend- 
ment." 

Tns  .SECRETAItY  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AssRETON  CitoBs)  intimated  that  he 
would  acoept  the  Amendment,  with  a 
Proviso  that  the  landlord  should  have 
power  of  determining  the  tenancy. 

Thb  SOLICITOB  GENEfiAL  (Sir 
JoHH  Gobst)  said,  he  entirely  agreed 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  Sunderland 
(til.  Storey).  The  landlord,  when  he 
let  the  premises,  might  have  no  oppor- 
tunity of  knowing  that  it  was  intended 
to  make  use  of  them  as  a  brothel ;  but 
ii  he  afterwards  learned  that  they  were 
BO  used  ha  ought  not  to  permit  it.  They 
conld  not,  however,  punish  the  land- 
lord until  he  had  bad  the  power  of  de- 
termining the  tenancy ;  and  an  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  behind  him  was  en- 
deavonring  to  draw  up  some  words 
which  would  meet  that  point — some 
words  of  this  kind — 


Mtt.  QREGOET  said,  there  would 
he  enormous  diffloultj  in  proving  what 
the  tenant  was.  Very  often  a  charge  of 
this  nature  would  fail,  and  sometimes 
the  person  who  made  it  would  render 
himself  liable  to  prosecution. 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  (Sir 
JoHK  Qoasr)  thought  the  House  had 
some  right  to  complain  that  it  was  asked 
to  treat  as  a  crime  a  state  of  ciroum- 
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stances  covered  by  an  Amend  ment  which 
had  not  been  printed  on  the  Notice 
Paper.  He  strongly  protested  against 
the  continuance  of  a  practice  of  that  kind. 
He  would,  however,  in  this  case  suggest 
words  which  seemed  to  him  to  carry  out 
all  that  the  hon.  Member  for  Sunderland 
(Mr.  Storey}  desired.  The  words  he 
would  suggest  were  these — 

"  Or  is  vtlftilly  a  party  to  tho  continusd  use 
of  Buch  preniacB,  or  aey  part  tLereof,  u  a 
brothel." 

It  would  then  he  necessary  to  prove  that 
the  landlord  was  a  party  to  the  continued 
use  of  the  premises  for  immoral  pur- 
poses, and  he  thought  that  would  meet 
everything  which  tho  hon.  Member 
dosired. 

Mr.  speaker  asked  whether  the 
hon.  Member  for  Sunderland  (Mr. 
Storey)  withdrew  his  Amendment  ? 

Mh.  HOPWOOD  said,  he  should  liko 
to  know,  before  the  Amendment  waa 
withdrawn,  what  tho  Government 
meant  ?  Did  they  mean  to  drive  out 
every  one  of  the  inhabitants  from  these 
places,  or  what  waa  their  policy  ?  Waa 
it  their  object  to  provide  more  decent 
houses  and  mors  decent  rooms  with  the 
intention  of  debauching  more  of  the 
population  ?  He  did  not  understand 
his  hon.  Fnend  to  advocate  strong  mea- 
sures. Ho  presumed  that  his  hon. 
Friend  bad  iu  his  eye  some  disorderly 
place  which  was  a  source  of  annoyance 
and  inconvenience  to  the  neighbourhood. 
Ho  wanted  to  know  from  the  Govern- 
ment what  their  policy  in  the  matter 
really  was,  or  whether  their  anxiety  to 
deal  with  these  questions  was  pure 
hypocrisy  ?  Were  tbeae  wretched  people 
to  be  driven  from  pillar  to  post,  and  to 
be  hunted  out,  rendered  fugitives,  and 
to  have  black  mail  levied  npon  them 
wherever  they  went?  Was  it  proposed 
to  imitato  the  course  which  had  been 
pursued  in  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow, 
where  the  authorities  had  no  mercy,  but 
drove  all  these  people  out  by  having 
recourse  to  the  most  eTtreme  measures ; 
sending  them  out,  in  all  their  wicked- 
ness and  sin,  upon  their  neighbours 
until  they  could  find,  in  the  course  of 
time,  some  surreptitious  mode  of  return- 
ing back  ?  He  did  hope  hon.  Members 
would  bear  in  mind  the  nature  of  the 
ease  they  were  dealing  with,  and  see 
whether  they  could  not  moderate  their 
extraordinary  rage  for  securing  an  im- 
possible virtue. 
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Mb.  BUCHANAN  said,  he  did  not 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  replying  to  the 
charge  which  hishon.  and  learned  Friend 
had  brought  against  the  authorities  of 
EdinburKh,  but  for  an  entirely  different 
purpose.  He  thought  the  QoTernment 
might  lessen  the  evil  bj  framing  the 
Amendment  in  a  different  way.  The 
hon.  Uember  for  Sunderland  (Mr. 
Storey)  desired  to  reach  the  owner  as 
well  aa  the  lessor  of  the  premises  ;  but 
in  very  few  cases  would  the  owner  or 
lessor  allow  the  premises  to  be  taken 
as  a  brothel.  As  the  clause  sow  stood 
the  first  two  sub-sections  were  practi- 
cally the  same,  and  were  directed  against 
any  person  who  kept  or  managed,  or 
acted,  or  assisted  in  the  management  of 
a  brothel,  or  who,  being  the  tenant, 
lessor,  or  occupier  of  any  premises, 
knowingly  permitted  such  premises,  or 
any  part  thereof,  to  be  used  as  a  brothel. 
These  two  sub-sections  were  practically 
taken  from  the  Edinburgh  Local  Act. 
But  the  remainder  of  the  clause  was  dif- 
ferent, and  he  would  explain  how  they 
attempted  to  deal  with  the  owner  or 
lessor.  Upon  a  £rat  conviction,  any  per- 
son against  whom  such  au  offence  was 
proved  was  liable  to  a  money  penalty, 
or,  in  the  discretion  of  the  Court,  to  im- 
priaonmeat  for  any  term  not  exceeding 
two  months,  with  or  withouthard  labour, 
with  an  increased  pecuniary  penalty  ; 
or  three  months  on  a  second  or  subse- 
quent oosTiotion.  Then,  in  case  of  a 
third  or  subsequent  conviction  the 
offender,  in  additiou  to  the  penalty  or 
imprisonment,  might  be  required  to  enter 
into  recognizances  to  the  amount  of  £30 
that  the  house  should  not  for  six  months 
be  used  for&similar  purpose  ;  and  ifhe 
failed  to  find  such  security  power  was 
given  to  the  Local  Authority  to  shut  up 
the  house  for  a  period  not  exceeding  six 
months.  In  that  way  they  secured  a 
remedy  for  the  undoubted  evil  which 
had  been  pointed  out  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Sunderland  (Mr.  Storey),  and 
were  able  to  get  eventually  at  the  owner 
or  lessor,  besides  providing  effectually 
for  the  oessatioTi  of  the  nuisance.  He 
suggested  to  the  Government  that  that 
was  a  better  way  of  dealing  with  the 
evil  tban  that  which  was  proposed  by 
the  Solicitor  Qeneral. 

Mh.  cavendish  BENTINCK  said, 
he  would  like  to  address  a  question  to 
Her  Majesty's  Qovernment.  Ha  wished 
to  ask,  as  the  hun.  and  learned  Member 
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for  Stockport  (Mr.  Hopwood)  had  asked, 
what  the  policy  of  the  Government  really 
was  ?  Was  it  intended  that  a  house 
where  a  woman  lived  by  herself  and 
received  risits  was  to  be  designated  a 
brothel,  and  that  the  owner  of  that 
house  was  to  be  subjected  to  thepenal- 
ties  proposed  by  the  clause  ?  He  had 
asked  a  similar  question  when  the  Bill 
was  passing  through  Committee  — 
namely,  why,  if  they  were  anxious  that 
all  houses  called  "  brothels"  should  be 
put  down,  they  were  also  desirous  of 
closing  houses  where  a  prostitute  hap- 
pened to  live  by  herself  and  received 
visitors?  He  was  of  opinion  that  houses 
of  that  kind  ought  not  to  be  prosecuted, 
and  ought  not  to  be  treated  as  brothels. 
He  trusted  that  some  Member  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  would  consider 
that  question  and  give  an  answer  to  it. 
Some  explanation  would  certainly  afford 
satisfaotion  to  those  who  wished  to  see 
the  question  settled  in  a  sstisfaetoiy 
manner. 

Me.  STOEEY  intimated  that  he  would 
accept  the  words  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Solicitor  General,  and  would  withdraw 
his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  uiilAdraun. 

Amendment  proposed. 

At  ttie  end  of  tbe  said  proposed  AmaDdment, 
to  add  the  words — '*  Or  u  wilfully  a  part}'  to 
tha  contiiiued  uaa  of  inch  preDiioea,  or  any  part 
thereof,  as  t.  brothel."— (ifr.  Soliiitar  Oia^al.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

Sib  HBNRT  JAMES  contended  that 
the  words  proposed  by  the  Solicitor  Qe- 
neral did  not  carry  the  matter  one  whit 
^rther  than  the  words  of  the  Amendment 
of  the  hon.  Memberfor  Sunderland  (Mr. 
Storey),  nor  could  the  landlord  be  wil- 
fully a  party  to  the  use  of  the  premises 
as  a  brothel. 

Mb.  STOBET  asked  what  was  the 
Question  before  the  House  ? 

Mr.  speaker  said,  the  Question 
was  to  insert  the  words — 

Ot  ii  wilfully  a  party  to  the  contioDoni  □■• 
of  Buch  piemises,  or  any  part  thoreof,  as  a 
brothel." 

8m  HENRY  JAMES  said,  that  any- 
one  might  write  a  letter  to  a  landlord 
and  say  that  his  premises  were  being 
used  aa  a  brothel ;  but  he  might  not  be- 
come wilfully  a  party  to  such  use  of  his 
premises,  because  he  might  not  believe 
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tiie  statement  wbicli  bad  been  made. 
Therefore,  the  words  suggested  would 
liare  no  effect,  and  no  indictment  or 
punishment  would  lie.  He  would  suggest 
these  vords — 
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"  Or  having  power  t«  det«nnine  tb«  eiitting 
tenanof  declinei  to  do  >o  after  having  become 
awATO  that  luchpremisea  are  used  OB  ahrothel." 

He  believed  that  a  provision  of  tbat  na- 
ture would  be  effectual. 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  (Sir 
JosK  Odrst)  said,  be  had  purposely 
made  bis  words  leas  strong  than  those  of 
the  right  bon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
opposite,  and  he  left  it  to  the  person  pro- 
secuting to  prove — 


He  thought  the  words  he  had  proposed 
vere  quite  adequate  fur  the  purpose. 

Mb.  LYULPS  STANLEY  objected 
to  the  proposed  Amendment,  and  hoped 
the  Government  would  adhere  to  the 
words  they  bad  placed  upon  the  Paper. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mk.  a.  R.  D.  ELtlOT  asked  what 
would  be  the  effect  of  the  penalty? 
Would  the  cases  be  triable  summarily, 
or  by  jury  ? 

Mk.  M'COAK  said,  that  after  the  ac- 
oeptanoe  of  the  Amendment  of  the  bon. 
Member  for  Liverpool  (Mr.  S.  Smith), 
he  thought  the  Government  would  have 
little  difficulty  in  acceding  to  another 
which  be  (Mr.  M'Coan)  bad  jilaced  upon 
the  Paper,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
provide  that  the  penalty  ehoidd  be  in- 
creased. They  punished  the  keeper  of 
a  brothel  who  let  his  upper  rooms  for  a 
misdemeanour ;  but  he  might  simply  be 
carrying  on  a  lawful  business  as  an  hotel 
keeper,  who  happened  to  let  a  bed-room 
to  persons  who  conducted  themselves 
reaeonably  while  on  the  premises,  and 
yet  they  scrupled  to  infliot  an  adequate 
pnnisbmgnt  on  the  worst  offender  of 
all  —  the  man  who  lived  by  this  im- 
moral traffic.  What  did  they  do  to  him 
after  having  made  it  a  punishable  offence 
to  use  a  room  in  a  coffee-bouse  for  im- 
moral purposes  ?  They  let  off  the  regular 
brotbel  keeper  with  a  penalty  of  £20. 
Why,  it  was  only  20  pence  or  20  far- 
things to  a  man  who  was  carrying  on  a 
prosperous  business.  It  was  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  public  to  give  him  two 
months'  imprisonment ;  but  the  punish- 
ment in  the  two  cases  was  altogether 


unequal,  and  was  much  less  severe  upon 
a  brothel-honee  keeper  who  employed  the 
whole  of  his  time  in  the  business,  than 
in  the  case  of  the  coffee-house  keeper 
who  quietly  lent  a  room. 

The  SOLIOITOE  GENERAL  re- 
marked, tbat  the  Amendment  to  which 
the  bon.  Member  was  addressing  his  re- 
marks had  been  withdrawn. 

Mn.  M'COAN  said,  bis  object  in  ad- 
dressing the  House  was  to  move  tbat 
the  word  "  £20,"  in  line  31  of  Clause  10, 
should  be  omitted  in  order  to  substitute 
"  £50." 

Mr.  SPEAKER :  It  is  not  competent 
for  the  bon.  Member  to  move  au  Amend- 
ment which  would  have  the  effect  of 
raising  the  penalty. 

Mb.  M'COAN  said,  be  waa  not  aware 
tbat  there  waa  any  Rule  in  existence 
which  precluded  him  from  doing  that ; 
but  the  ruling  of  the  Speaker  would 
dispose  of  two  or  three  other  similar 
Amendments  which  he  had  intended  to 
propose  on  this  clause.  \_A  Uaigh.'\  It 
was  not  so  much  a  laughing  matter  as 
some  hon.  Members  seemed  to  think. 
He  did  not  at  all  see  the  logic  of  the 
clause.  They  imposed  a  heavy  penalty 
on  the  offender  who  waa  the  least  cul- 
pable ;  and  they  dealt  very  lightly  with 
the  person  who  employed  the  whole  of 
hie  time  in  this  immoral  traffic.  They 
merely  imposed  a  twopenny-halfpenny 
penalty,  which  was  simply  ridiculous. 

Mr.  speaker  said,  there  waa  no 
Question  before  the  House.  It  was  not 
competent  for  the  bon.  Member  to  pro- 
pose an  increase  of  the  penalty,  or  to 
discuss  the  propriety  of  increasing  it. 

Ma.  M'COAN  said,  that  he  wished  to 
move  an  Amendment  upon  Clause  11. 

Me.  speaker  :  We  have  not  yet 
disposed  of  Clause  10. 

Mb.  a.  E.  D.  ELLIOT  said,  that  in 
line  33  the  punishment  was  two  months' 
imprisonment.  He  wished  to  know  if 
the  Government  had  any  special  reason 
for  making  it  two  months,  because  the 
effect  would  be  to  make  the  Bill  practi- 
cally inoperatiTe  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER pointed  out  tbat  there  was  no 
Question  before  the  House. 

Mr.  A.  R.  D.  ELLIOT  said,  tbat  he 
had  simply  asked  a  Question. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AasHEToir  Cboss)  said,  he  would  pro- 
pose his  Amendment  in  Clause  10,  to 
leave  out  from  "Nothing  in  thu  sectioo," 
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f  the  OlauM,  and 

"  The  enactnieiitB  for  encouraging  prosecu- 
tiooi  of  diBurderly  houeei  contained  in  sectiooB 
Rve,  sii,  and  bsvcd  of  the  Act  pawed  in  the 
twenty-Efth  year  of  the  reign  of  King  George 
the  Second,  chapter  thirty-six.  as  amended  by 
the  enactment  contained  in  Bection  aeven  of  the 
Aot  passed  in  the  fifty-aighth  year  of  the  reign 
of  Iving  Oeoige  the  Third,  chapter  leventv, 
shall  be  deemed  to  apply  to  prosecations  aoder 
this  section,  and  the  said  enactments  shall,  for 
the  purposes  of  this  section,  be  construed  as  if 
the  prosecution  in  such  enactments  mentioned 
included  summary  prooeedingt  nadet  this  aection 
aa  well  a*  a  pcosecutioD  on  indictment." 

Mb.  M'OOAN  said,  that  he  bad  an 
Amendment  which  took  precedenoe  of 
the  one  proposed  by  the  ri^ht  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, ana  he  was  proce^ing  to  move 
it  when  he  was  interrupted.  Hia  Amend- 
ment had  been  on  the  Paper  when  the 
Bill  was  in  Committee ;  but  he  had  been 
aocidentally  pTerented  from  moving  it. 
He  proposed  to  euppl;  a  deficiency  which 
existed  in  Glanae  11. 

SiB  HENRY  JAUE8  rose  to  a  point 
of  Order.  Thej  had  not  yet  got  nd  of 
Olauae  10.  He  had  an  Amendment 
upon  that  clause,  which  be  would  move 
in  order  to  afford  an  opportunity  for 
disoQssion.  He  proposed,  in  page  5, 
line  33,  to  strike  out  "  two,"  and  insert 
"  three,"  which  would  increase  the  term 
of  imprisonment  on  conviction  from 
"two"  to  "three"  months. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  5, 
line  33,  to  leave  out  the  word  "two," 
and  insert  the  word  "  three."  —  (Si> 
Henry  Jamei.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
'two'  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Me.  a.  R.  1>.  ELTJOT  said,  be  only 
wished  to  put  a  question  to  the  Govern- 
ment. He  wanted  to  know  whether 
there  was  any  particular  reason  for 
making  the  term  of  imprisonment  two 
monthe ;  because  if  the  penalty  waj  in- 
creased to  three  or  four  months  it  would 
give  an  opportunity  for  the  accused  per- 
son to  bo  tried  by  a  jury.  He  would 
like  to  ask  the  Government  if  they  had 
any  reason  to  suppose  that  justice  would 
not  be  done  by  a  jury ;  and  whether  the 
matter  was  improved  by  confining  the 
jurisdiction  to  the  Justices  rather  than 
by  allowing  the  cbao  to  go  to  the  Assizes 
or  the  Oourt  of  Quarter  Sessions  ? 

Thk  secretary  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AssKBTOx  Ceoss)  said,  that  no  doubt 
if  thre*!  months  were  inserted  the  person 
Sir  B.  Aithiton  Cron 


charged  would  have  the  right  to  ask  for 
a  jury.  He  was  not  responsible  for  this 
part  of  the  Bill ;  but  the  clause,  as  the 
measure  came  down  from  "  another 
place,"  filed  the  term  of  imprisonment 
at  two  months.  He  had  not  the  smallest 
objection  to  increase  it  to  three  months. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

SiB  HENRY  JAMES  said,  it  would 
now  be  necessary  to  increase  the  penalty 
for  s^bsequent  oQences.  They  had  raised 
the  punishment  in  the  case  of  the  first 
offence  from  two  to  three  months ;  and, 
therefore,  they  could  not  retain  the 
punishment  proposed  to  be  inflicted  for 
a  second  and  subsequent  offence  in  the 
2nd  Bub-section.  It  was  necessary, 
under  the  circumstances,  to  increase  the 
three  months  for  a  second  offence  either 
to  four  months  or  some  other  term  of 
imprisonment,  or  else  the  clause  would 
be  rendered  absurd.  He  would  propose, 
in  line  36,  to  omit  the  word  "  three," 
for  the  purpose  of  inserting  "  four." 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  5, 
line  3G,  to  leave  out  the  word  "  three," 
and  insert  the  word  "  four," — {Sir  Stnry 
Jamei,) — instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'three'  standpart of thcBill." 

Mb.  LABOTTCHERE  said,  there  was 
very  little  difference  between  three  and 
four  months'  imprisonment ;  and  he 
would,  therefore,  suggest  that  the  term 
should  be  six  months  for  a  second 
offence. 

Mr.  speaker  asked  if  the  hon. 
Member  proposed  to  move  "  six  ?  " 

Mb.  LABOUOHERE  :  No. 

Question  put,  and  ne^atieed. 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  four '  be  there  inserted." 

Mb.  M'OOAN  said,  he  confessed  that 
he  had  noticed  with  considerable  sur- 
prise the  course  which  the  debate  had 
taken  during  the  last  five  minutes.  He 
understood  that  by  the  ruling  of  the 
Speaker  he  was  precluded  from  moving 
to  increase  the  penalty  from  "£20"  to 
"  £50  ;  "  and  now  the  matter  had  been 
altogether  taken  out  of  his  hands  by  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Taunton  (Sir  Henry  James),  who  had 
proposed  and  carried  an  increase  in  the 
term  of  imprisonment. 

Ma.  SPEAKER  said,  that  tho  ruling 
he  had  given  had  reference  to  the  money 
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penalty  only,  but  did  not  apply  to  the 
term  of  imprisonment. 

Mb.  LABOUOHEEE  aaked  if  he 
would  be  in  Order  in  moving  "  five 
months"  instead  of  "four?" 

Mr.  SPSAEER  said,  it  would  be 
impossible  for  the  hon.  Member  to  do 
that  until  the  present  Amendment  had 
been  withdrawn.  The  Queetiou  now 
before  the  House  was  that  "four"  be 
inserted. 

Mb.  MONTAGU  SOOTT  suggested 
that  the  words  should  be  "  not  ezoeeding 
four  months." 

Question  put. 

The  Hoa%B  divided: — Ayes  80;  Noes 
29  :  Majority  51.— (Div.  List,  No.  279.) 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  Assheidn  Gboss)  moved,  in  Clause  10, 
to  omit  the  following  paragraph  : — 

"  NottuDg  io  tbia  lection  Bball  be  deemed  to 
Bzempt  any  person  from  any  psnal  or  other 
conaequeacel  to  which  he  would  haTS  beco  liable 
at  common  law  or  under  any  Act  of  FartiamGnt 
tor  keeping  or  bains  concerned  in  keeping  a 
brothel  or  di»orderly  houao,  or  for  the  naisance 
thereby  occasioned,  or  for  any  other  matter 
whataoever,  if  this  Act  had  not  paaaod :  Pro- 
vided that  a  person  shall  not  be  tried  or  punished 
twice  for  the  gams  offence," 

for  the  purpose  of  inserting — 

"The  enactmenta  for  encouragisK  prosecu. 
tions  of  disorderly  bouaes  contained  in  aecUona 
fire,  six,  and  seren  of  the  Act  passed  in  the 
twenty-flfth  year  of  the  reign  of  Kin^t  (ieorge 
the  Second,  chapter  thirty-six.  as  amended  by 
the  enactment  contained  in  section  seven  of  the 
Act  passed  in  the  fifty -eigbth  year  of  the  reign 
of  King  George  the  Third,  chapter  Bai-Bnty, 
■hall  be  deemed  to  apply  to  prosecutions  under 
this  section,  and  the  said  enactments  shall,  for 
the  purposes  of  this  section,  be  construed  as  if 
the  prosecution  in  such  enactmenta  mentioned 
included  summary  proceedings  uoder  thia  sec- 
tion 0*  well  aa  a  prosecution  on  indictment." 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  vorde 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

Me.  HOPWOOD  said,  he  could  not 
think  that  it  was  the  desire  of  the  Oo- 
TerDment  to  give  a  earU  hlanche  for  a 
prosecution  in  all  these  cases;  and  he 
thought  he  would  be  able  to  show  that 
the  clause  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
did  not  meet  the  difficulty.  The  same 
object  the  right  hon.  Oentletnan  had 
been  desirous  to  carry  out  bad  been 
equally  the  object  of  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Halifax  (Mr.  Stansfeld), 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  Hackney  (Mr. 
iJ.  Stuart)  who  were  both  desirous  to  avoid 

VOL.    CCC.      [xntED  8F,BtES.] 


placing  the  fortunes  of  these  persons  ia 
the  bands  of  the  police.  Be  dreaded 
the  corrupting  effect  which  it  might 
have  upon  the  police.  What  did  the 
Amendment  do?  It  applied  to  sum- 
mary prosecuUons  the  same  course  of 
prooedure  which  applied  to  an  indict- 
ment. The  first  process  was  that  some* 
body  gave  notice,  then  the  services  of  a 
constable  were  obtained  to  search  the 
premises,  and  if  two  inhabitants  could 
be  found  they  gave  bail  for  the  prosecu- 
tion. If  they  requested  it  the  constable 
preferred  an  indictment ;  and  if  an  in- 
dictment were  preferred  and  were  not 
successful,  the  constable  would  be  in  a 
position  to  throw  the  costs  of  the  pro- 
seculion  upon  the  county  funds  or  the 
borough  rate.  In  that  sense,  no  doubt, 
the  Amendment  would  encourage  pro- 
secutions. He  bad  no  objection  to  the 
system  if  it  were  properly  safeguarded ; 
but  what  he  wanted  was  that  somebody 
should  be  really  responsible  for  the  bona 
Jidei  of  the  prosecution — the  Crown  Ad- 
visers or  somebody  named  in  the  Act. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  egreed  io. 

Mk.  M'COAN  said,  be  proposed  to 
move  the  introduction  of  a  special  de- 
finitioa  which  was  very  much  wanted. 
He  need  not  remind  the  House  bow 
many  penalties  there  were  in  the  Bill 
atta^ing  to  brothels,  or  how  frequently 
that  term  was  used.  But,  although  it 
was  a  common  term,  be  pointed  out  that 
in  England  it  had  no  definite  meaning. 
On  the  Continent  a  definite  meaning 
could  be  given,  because  the  places  in 
question  were  under  the  supervision  of 
the  police ;  but  in  Eugland,  where  that 
was  not  the  case,  it  might  mean  one 
thing  or  another.  However,  be  said,  it 
was  necessary  to  have  some  definition  of 
the  word,  and  tbe  Amendment  be  pro- 
posed was  for  tbe  purpose  of  supplying 
such  definition.     The  words  were — 

"  The  expression  '  brothel '  means  any  house 
or  part  thereof  which  is  kept  and  used  for  the 
purpose*  of  prostitution," 

He  thought  that  definition  was  compre- 
hensive enough,  and  not  too  much  so ; 
at  tbe  same  time,  it  drew  a  complete  dis- 
tinction between  houses  kept  tor  the  ac- 
commodation of  resident  women  of  im- 
moral charaoter  and  those  of  a  different 
kind,  which  some  hon.  Members,  among 
them  the  hon.  Member  for  lAverpoM 
.1  C 
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tirel;  in  a  haze  abont  it.  The  hon. 
Member  (Mr.  M'Coas)  had  moved  an 
Amendment  which  was  intended  to  clear 
up  this  state  of  obscurity ;  and  he  was 
bound  to  say  that  they  ought  to  have  a 
definition  before  they  passed  from  the 
question.  He  thought  the  whole  state- 
ment of  the  hon.  and  learned  Solicitor 
Oeaeral  was  highly  unsatisfactory. 

Sib  HEMHY  JAMES  said,  he  did  not 
think  there  was  any  reaaon  for  treating 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Solicitor 
General  roughly.  His  own  opinion  was 
against  defining  this  word  at  all ;  but  if 
it  were  neeessaty  to  have  a  definition  at 
all,  that  of  the  hon.  Member  would  not 


Amendment  proposed, 

In  pige  6,  line  18,  br  inserting  the  worda 
"  the  expreiisiaD  '  brothel '  means  any  home  or 
part  thereof  which  is  kept  and  naad  for  the  pur- 
poses ot  proBtitution." — (Mr.  Jtf'Coon.) 

Question  propoeed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  (Sir 
Join*  Gobst)  said,  it  was  rather  incon- 
venient to  have  to  discuss  an  Amend- 
ment of  this  character  without  Notice. 
The  definition  proposed  by  the  hon. 
Member  was  of  extreme  importance,  be- 
cause it  would  have,  if  adopted,  the 
effect  of  very  greatly  extending  the 
number  of  criminal  offences  dealt  with 
in  the  Bill,  and  yet  the  hon.  Member 
proposed  to  the  House  to  insert  it  on  his 
Motion  at  that  hour  of  the  night,  with- 
out the  House  having  had  any  oppor- 
tunity of  considering  it.  As  far  as  he 
ooald  gather  from  the  words  read  by 
the  hon.  Member,  he  proposed  a  defini- 
tion BO  wide  that  it  would  include  pos- 
sibly a  room  in  which  a  lady  might  be 
temporarily  residing.  He  thought  it 
would  be  wiser  to  allow  the  term  to  be 
defined  by  the  common  sense  of  the 
Judges  and  juries  before  whom  the  cases 
might  be  brought. 

Mb.  THOROLD  ROGERS  said,  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had  op- 
posed these  words  in  the  most  elastic 
sense.  He  had  told  the  House  just  now 
that  it  would  include  places  of  the  very 
class  they  were  trying  to  get  rid  of ;  and 
then  he  said  that  the  clause  was  so  wide 
that  he  did  not  wish  to  have  this  lati- 
tude given  to  the  term.  Such  opposition 
as  that  was  hardly  intelligible,  and  it 
justified  the  belief  that  there  'was  an 
attempt  being  made  to  exclude  from  the 
operation  of  the  Act  the  worst  possible 
practices  and  the  worst  possible  places 
of  the  kind  referred  to.  He  vas  asto- 
nished that  anyone  with  the  experience 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Qentleman 
should  have  pnt  forward  such  grounds 
of  objection.  What  was  the  meaning 
of  the  expression  in  the  Bill  ?  He  had 
been  listening  with  anxiety  for  the  whole 
evening  to  learn  what  that  was ;  and  it, 
under  those  drcumstanoes,  the  House 
were  to  betoldthatwhatvrasthemeaning 
in  some  circumstances  was  not  the  mean- 
ing in  others,  he  could  only  say  that  so 
far  aa  he  was  concerned  he  was  left  en- 


suffice,  because  it  would  apply  to  any 
room  or  part  of  a  house  in  which  a  man 
was  living  with  a  concubine. 

Question  put,  and  lugatittd. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  R.  Asshxton  Cross, 
the  following  Amendment  made  : — 
Clause  14,  page  7,  line  6,  leave  out 
"  of  "  and  insert  "  or." 

Mb.  HOFWOOD  said,  ho  thought  it 
would  be  better  to  reserve  trials  for  mis- 
demeanour and  felony  under  the  Act  for 
the  Superior  Courts,  so  that  they  might 
be  tried  by  Judges  of  sapsrior  know- 
ledge. He  understood  that  the  Irish 
Representativea  were  satiefied  with  trial 
at  Quarter  Sessions,  and  therefore  he 
proposed  to  restrict  the  operation  of  his 
Amendment  to  England. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  add  at  the 
end  of  Clause  14— 

"  And  no  indictment  under  the  proTidoiu  ot 
this  Act  shatl  in  England  be  tried  in  any  Cooit 
of  Qnarter  Sessions."— (Jfr.  Sapimed.) 

Amendment  agrnd  to. 

The  secretary  aw  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AssEETON  Okoss)  :  Sir,  I  have  now 
to  ask  that,  having  completed  the  con- 
aideration  of  the  Bill  as  amended  in 
Committee,  we  may  be  allowed  to  read 
the  Bill  the  third  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Questioii  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  he  now  read  the  third 
time." — (Sir  R.  Auhtton  droit.) 

Motion  agrt4d  it. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  piutti, 
with  Amendments. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WOEKING  CLASSES 

(ENGLAND)  BILL. 

Sir  CHARLES  W.  CILKE :  I  wisk 

to  ask  the  right  hon.  OeatlemoD  the 
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Leader  ot  the  House,  whether  he  will 
take  this  Bill  as  the  first  Order  ot  the 
Day  oa  Monday  P 

TheOHANCELLOE  OF  THE  EXCHE- 
QUER :  Yes,  Sir. 


endmetii  BiU. 
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SEA    FISHERIES  (SCOTLAND)   AMEND- 

MENT  BILL.— [ZwA.]— [Bill  3fi8.] 

(Stertlary  Barm  Henry  Be  Wbrmi.) 

CONSIDEUATIOIf. 

Bill,  as  amended,  eonndered. 

Clause  i  (Fishery  Board  may  make 
bye-laws  prohibiting  or  regulating 
trawling  within  defined  arsas). 

Mk.  C.  8.  PARKER  pointed  out 
that  one  of  the  eections  provided  that  a 
bye- law  under  this  Act  should  not  be  of 
any  validity  until  it  was  confirmed  by 
one  of  Her  Majesty's  principal  Secre- 
taries of  State.  The  House  had  agreed 
to  create  a  Secretary  for  Scotland,  and 
a  great  deal  of  pains  had  been  taken  to 
find  business  to  occupy  his  time.  It 
seemed  to  him,  in  these  oiroumatances, 
rather  strange  that  after  doiug  that 
they  Aauld  be  creating  new  duties  for 
the  Secretary  of  State,  instead  of  giving 
them  to  the  new  Minister  for  Scotland. 
He  moved  to  substitute  for  "one  of  Her 
Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State" 
the  words  ''the  Secretary  for  Scotland." 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  2,  line  2,  to  lesrs  oot  the  words 
"  one  of  Uer  Mftjesty 'b  principal  Secretaries  of 
State,"  and  insert  the  words  "the  Secretary 
(or  Scotland."— {Jfr.  C.  S.  Pttrkir) 

Amendment  agreedte. 

On  Motion  of  The  Seceetaey  to  the 
Board  of  Tra.de  (Baron  Henry  De 
Worms),  the  following  Amendments 
made  : — Page  2,  line  26,  after  "  convic- 
tion," leave  outto  end  of  Clause;  Clause 
6,  page  3,  line  8,  after  "  directing," 
leave  out  "the,"  and  insert  "their;" 
page  3,  line  8,  after  "officers,"  leave 
out  "  in  their  employment." 

Mr.  ASHEB  proposed  to  omit  from 
Clause  6,  line  14,  the  words  "and  within 
the  exclusive  fishery  limits  of  the 
British  Islands."  This  clause  required 
statistics  to  be  given  of  the  fish  caught ; 
but  as  it  stood  at  present  it  was  merely 
applicable  to  the  territorial  waters 
within  three  miles  of  the  shore.  He 
thought  the  clause  would  be  altogether 
QDworkable  if  it  were  left  in  that  posi- 
tion.   It  was,  of  course,  quite  impos* 


stble  for  a  fisherman  coming  into  port 
in  charge  of  a  boat  to  say  what  propor- 
tion of  fish  he  had  caught  within  the 
three  mile  limit  and  what  proportion 
outside  that  limit.  He  thought  that 
the  clause  should  be  made  appUcabls  to 
the  catch  of  fish,  whether  made  within 
or  without  the  territorial  waters. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  Clause  6,  line  14,  to  leave  out  the  vrords 
"  and  within  the  eicluaire  Sahery  limila  of  the 
BriUsh  Islands. '■— (iff.  Athir.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  eland  part  of 
the  Clause." 

The  SECEETAET  to  the  BOARD 
(Baron  Hehbt  Db  Worjis)  assented  to 
the  Amendment. 

Question  put,  and  negalived. 

Ma.  C.  S.  PARKER  proposed  to 
omit  from  lines  IT  and  20  the  words 
"  one  of  Her  Majesty's  principal  Secre- 
taries of  State  "  and  insert  "  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland." 

Amendment  egrted  io. 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Secretary  to  the 
BoAED  (Baron  Henry  De  Worms),  the 
following  Amendments  made: — Clause?, 
page  4,  line  13,  after  "  necessary,"  leave 
out  "  ou  the  question  of  the  damage ;  " 
Clause  8,  page  4,  line  21,  after  "per- 
son," leave  out  "  whose  property,"  and 
insert  "who;"  Clause  8,  page  4,  line 
28,  after  "proceed,"  leave  out  "  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  Clause  seven 
hereof,"  and  insert — 

"  To  consider  and  dispoeo  of  the  qucatiou  ot 
compensation  to  the  injured  partj,  and  if  a 
report  of  a  aea  fishery  officer  has  been  pro- 
duced, as  set  forth  in  Clause  seven  hereof,  the 
ahoriff  shflJl  not  allowany  additional  evidence  to 

heard  unless  he  shall  consider  it  to  bo  neces- 
sary in  order  to  do  j  ustice  ID  the  case  \  and,  if  be 
shall  allow  additional  evidence,  the  accused 
person  shall  ho  allowed  to  be  eiamtiied  as  a 
witness  on  the  question  of  the  amouDt  ot 
damagea ; " 

Clause  8,  page  4,  line  31,  after  "da- 
mages," insert  "and  shall,  after  hearing 
parties,  give  decree  as  in  an  ordinary 
action  before  the  Sheriff  Court." 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'  That  Clause  8,  as  amended,  stand  part 
of  the  BiU." 

Mr.  ASHER  said  that  in  Committee 
he  proposed  an  alternative  clause  which, 

his  opinion,  carried  out  the  intention 
embodied  in  the  olause  more  effectually 
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thau  this  clanss  did.  Tbe  differencQ 
was,  hovever,  merely  a  matter  of  draft- 
ing; asd  as  it  had  baen  considered  by 
the  Gorernment  desirable  to  retain  the 
olauae  ia  its  present  shape  he  did  not 
propose  to  offer  any  opposition  to  it. 
Motion  agriid  to. 

Mr.  E.  W.  duff  said  that  before 
Beport  was  disposed  of,  he  desired  to 
ask  if  the  Qo7omment  could  give  the 
House  any  information  as  to  what  steps 
were  being  taken,  in  accordance  with 
the  recommendations  of  the  Trawling 
Commission,  for  the  protection  of  fish- 
ing vesseb?  The  vessels  at  present 
employed  on  the  coast  of  Scotland  in 
the  work  of  protection  were  qaite  obso- 
lete. He  had  raised  the  question  on 
the  Scotch  Fishery  Vote  and  on  the 
Navy  Estimates,  and  he  wished  to 
again  ask  what  was  being  done  by  the 
Admiralty  to  provide  efficient  Tessels. 
He  had  received  an  assurance  from  the 
Admiralty  that  they  intended  to  do 
something,  and  he  hoped  that  intention 
would  he  carried  out,  otherwise  the 
Bill  would  be  quite  useless. 

Tot  SEORETABT  to  the  BOARD 
(Baron  Hbnkt  De  Worms)  said,  he  had 
been  in  communication  with  the  Admi- 
ralty, and  be  hod  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  arrangements  wore  being 
made  for  the  proper  protection  of  the 
fishing  vessel. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  patted, 
with  Amendments. 

COUNTY  0FFICEB8  AND  CX)UKT8  (IRE. 

LAND)  (PENSIONS)  BILL.-[Bn,L  113.] 

(JTr.   CampMi-BtHturmoH,  Mr.  BolUitar 

Omtratfor  Irtlani.) 

COIOirTTEE. 

Bill  mntidertd  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Clauses  1  to  3,  iDclusive,  agritd  to. 

Mr.  sexton  proposed  the  following 
Clause : — 

"  On  tlie  date  of  the  pasring  of  Uiit  Act,  Geor^ 
AugQBtuB  HamiltoD  Chichester,  commonly  called 
the  Earl  of  Belfast,  shall  cesae  to  hold  the  office 
of  olerk  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Antrim 
snd,  until  the  appointment  of  his  succeisor.  the 
dnties  of  the  said  ofBce  shnll  be  dtechargad  by 
the  deputy  clerk  of  the  peace  for  the  aaid  couoty, 
and  the  new  clerk  of  the  peace  ihall  be  appointed 
BB  if  a  vacancy  hadheen  caused  in  the  said  office 
by  the  death  or  r«ig:nation  of  the  said  George 
Augustus  Hamilton  Chichester,  who  shall  be 
swarded,  out  of  the  aalary  and  emoluments  of 
Mr.  Mher 
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the  said  office,  a  pensioa  of  fifty  poondi  per 


The  hon.  Qentleman  said,  he  thought  it 
would  scarcely  be  denied  by  anyone 
that  this  gentleman  should  never  have 
been  appointed  to  the  office  he  now 
held.  Thirty-five  years  ago  it  happened 
that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  county 
of  Antrim  was  the  uncle  of  George 
Augustus  Hamilton  Chichester,  and  in 
pureuance  of  a  system  which  had  long 
obtained  in  Ireland  the  noble  Lord 
thought  he  was  quite  at  liberty  to  ap- 
point whoever  he  liked  Clerk  of  the 
Peace  of  the  county  without  any  regard 
at  all  to  the  public  interest.  Therefore 
hy  a  flagrant  att  of  jobbery  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  the  county  conferred  the 
oflice  on  the  E^rl  of  Belfast,  at  that  time 
Mr.  Chichester,  aperson  who  had  noquali- 
floatioD  whatever  for  the  office.  The  office 
of  Clerk  of  the  Peace  required  consider- 
able qualification.  The  person  holding 
the  office  sbouldhave  the  legal  qualifica- 
tion of  a  solicitor  in  order  to  discharge 
the  duties  efficiently.  Mr.  Chichester 
possessed  no  qualification  for  the  office 
at  all,  and  since  his  appointment  he  had 
not  resided  for  a  year  or  even  a  month 
in  county  Antrim,  or  any  otber  part  of 
Ireland.  But  the  job,  having  occurred 
BO  long  ago,  might  now  be  pardoned  if 
the  person  had  had  the  common  decency 
to  devote  himself  to  the  performance  of 
his  duties.  He  (Mr.  Sexton)  had  looked 
through  the  official  records,  and  he 
found  that  the  address  of  the  Clerk  of 
the  Peace  of  County  Antrim  was  Qreat 
George  Street,  Westminster,  London. 
The  Earl  of  Belfast  was  actually  without 
an  Irish  address  deputing  his  duties  as 
he  did  to  a  person  to  whom  he  paid  a 
salary  of  £200  a-year.  He  (Mr.  Sexton) 
believed  the  emoluments  of  the  office 
amounted  to  £1,600,  so  that  the  Earl 
of  Belfast  pocketed  £1,400  a-year  and 
lived  in  London.  The  Earl  of  Belfast 
appeared  to  be  one  of  the  persons  who 
thought  that  offices  paid  for  by  the 
money  of  the  people  wero  made  for  the 
purpose  of  finding  places  for  the  sons  of 
the  aristocracy.  Such  a  thing  as  duty 
never  entered  into  their  minds.  Trans- 
actions of  this  kind  might  be  suffered  in 
past  times,  but  the  days  for  tolerating 
them  weregone.  Thedutieaof  Clerkeof 
the  Peace  were  now  far  more  important 
than  formerly.  The  franchise  had  been 
extended  to  the  general  body  of  the 
people,  and  he  wfts  not  surprised  to  bear 
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bitter  complaiDta  from  County  Antrim 
with  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
duties  of  the  Olerk  of  the  Peace  had 
been  disoharged.  The  law  intended  that 
on  the  22nd  of  July  the  lists  of  voters 
and  claimants  of  votes  should  be  pub- 
lished, so  that  every  man  in  the  county 
should  have  an  opportunity  for  ISdaysof 
eiamiaing  the  lists  in  order  to  see  that 
the  names  which  ought  to  appear  there 
did  not  appear.  He  was  informed  that 
for  nine  days  after  the  time  prescribed 
by  law  there  had  not  been  published  any 
list  of  the  voters  in  North  Antrim.  Was 
it  to  be  pretended  that  this  man  who 
had  held  affloe  for  35  years,  who  had 
never  taken  the  trouble  to  live  in  Ire- 
land, but  who  had  taken  the  trouble  to 
receive  in  all  £56,000  out  of  the  public 
funds,  should  any  longer  retain  the 
ofBoe  ?  Was  it  to  be  said  that  the  Earl 
of  Belfast,  by  his  neglect  and  his 
atrocious  disregard  of  the  public  in- 
terest, ehould  be  allowed  to  deprive  the 
people  of  Antrim  of  a  right  they  were 
by  law  entitled  to — namely,  the  right  of 
1 3  days'  inspection  of  the  list  of  voters  ? 
He  assorted  that  if  the  Earl  of  Belfast 
had  not  disfranchised  a  great  many 
people  in  Antrim  he  was  practically  re- 
eponeiblefor  their  disfranchisement.  He 
might  be  told  this  was  a  patent  office, 
ana  therefore  could  not  be  disturbed. 
It  was  a  patent  fraud.  Parliament  could 
do  what  it  pleased,  and  therefore  be 
asked  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  Holmes)  to  give  him  the  aid  of  the 
Government  in  putting  an  end  to  this 
scandal,  and  securing  to  the  people  that 
due  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  office 
of  Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  the  conn^  of 
Antrim  which  they  demanded.  He 
claimed  that  the  bolder  of  this  office 
should  be  a  solicitor,  that  he  should 
live  in  the  county,  and  be  a  gentleman 
not  above  the  common  honesty  of  de- 
voting himself  every  day  to  the  duties 
of  the  office.  That  was  not  an  unreason- 
able claim.  If  the  Government  were  not 
prepared  to  assent  to  such  a  claim  he 
asked  whether  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
would  use  his  influence  to  induce  the 
Earl  of  Belfast  to  perform  the  duties  of 
his  office  or  else  resign  ?  Tho  people 
could  accept  no  other  terms.  He  bad 
made  provision  in  the  olause  for  the 
payment  of  a  pension  to  the  Earl  of 
Belfast  of  £50  a-year,  and  that  he  con- 
sidered very  ample  and  liberal  consider- 
ing that  that  nobleman  had  done  no- 


thing at  all  except  drawn  £56,000  from 
the  people. 

New  Clause  (Clerk  of  the  Peace  of 
County  Antrim  to  vacate  office,) — {ifr. 
Sexton,) — brought  up,  and  read  the  first 
time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  said  Olause  be  read  a  aeoond 
time." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holues)  said,  he  be- 
lieved the  Earl  of  Belfast  was  appointed 
to  the  office  of  Clerk  of  Feaoe  for  the 
county  of  Antrim  in  1B49,  and  that  at 
the  time  he  was  appointed  to  the  office  it 
was  in  the  gift  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  the  connty.  The  tenure  by  which  he 
had  held  the  office  and  held  it  still  was 
a  tenure  for  life.  At  the  time  he  was 
appointed  he  had  the  right  conferred  by 
statute  to  appoint  a  deputy,  and  that 
right  he  exercised.  A  deputy  had  at- 
tended to  the  duties,  and  assuming  that 
the  deputy  performed  the  duties  pro- 
perly the  terms  on  which  the  appoint- 
ment was  originally  made  were  complied 
with.  He  (the  Attorney  General  for  Ire* 
land)  was  prepared  to  admit  at  once  that 
the  tenure  of  office  was  not  a  satisfactory 
one ;  but  the  Committee  would  bear  in 
mind  that  in  the  year  1877  an  Act  of  Par- 
liament wos  passed  for  the  very  purpose 
of  meeting  the  objections  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  had  called  attention.  That 
Act  provided  that  in  future  the  duties 
of  the  office  of  Clerk  of  the  Peace  and 
Clerks  of  the  Crown  should  be  performed 
in  person,  that  the  i>ower  of  appointing 
a  deputy  should  be  abolished,  and  that 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  rid  as  quickly 
as  possible  of  Clerks  of  the  Peace  and 
Clerks  of  the  Crown  who  did  not  perform 
their  duties  favourable  terms  should'be 
given  ae  an  induaement  to  them  to  re- 
sign. In  most  of  the  counties  of  Ireland 
the  terms  which  had  been  offered  had 
been  accepted,  and  now,  in  most  in- 
stances, Clerks  of  the  Peace  and  Clerks 
oftheCrown  were  performing  their  duties 
in  person.  There  were  one  or  two  gentle- 
men who  retained  their  appointments  on 
the  old  terms,  having  appointed  deputies. 
He  did  not  think  Parliament  would  be 
disposed  to  go  further  than  they  had  gone 
by  the  Act  of  1877.  Now,  if  the  gentle- 
man who  had  been  appointed  by  the 
Earl  of  Belfast  to  perform  the  duties  of 
Olerk  of  the  Peace  in  County  Antrim 
had  not  performed  the  duties  properly, 
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uiiother  queetion,  of  course,  would  ho 
opened  up.  The  bon.  Member  (Mr. 
Sexton)  had  said  that  the  lieta  of  voterx 
in  North  Antrim  were  not  published 
within  the  time  prescribed  by  statute ; 
but  the  hon.  Gentleman  was,  no  donbt, 
aware  that  in  some  of  the  counties  of 
Ireland,  where  the  Clerks  of  the  Peace 
had  been  most  efficient,  there  had  been 
necessarily  a  delay  of  a  day  or  two  in 
the  publication  of  voters'  lists.  He  (the 
Attorney  Qoneral  for  Ireland)  did  not 
say  that  the  Earl  of  Belfast's  deputy  had 
discharged  his  duty  properly,  and  neither 
did  he  say  the  gentleman  had  discharged 
his  dut;r  improperly.  That  ought  to  be 
the  subject  of  inquiry,  but  ought  not  to 
be  a  reason  for  the  Committee  accepting 
this  clause  without  inquiry!  He  would 
undertake  to  make  the  necessary  in- 
quiries. It  might  be  shown  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Government  that  the  non- 
publication  of  the  lists  within  the  proper 
time  was  owing  to  circumstances  over 
which  the  deputy  had  no  control.  In 
that  case  he  was  sure  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  not  wish  any  penalty  to  be 
imposed.  He  asked  the  non.  Gentle- 
man, having  regard  to  the  Act  of  1877 
and  to  the  fact  that  the  change  he  de- 
sired had  in  great  measure  been  carried 
out,  not  to  press  his  clause. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNORsaid.  he  should 
ftdvisehishon.  Friend  to  go  to  a  division, 
and  he  should  not  be  aurprieod  if  Her 
Majesty's  Government  found,  as  the 
result  of  that  division,  that  the  House  of 
Commons  would  not  tolerate  any  longer 
these  absurdities.  He  would  venture  to 
say  that  if  a  report  of  this  discussion 
could  appear  in  ^e  English  newspapers 
at  any  length  to-morrow,  the  English 
people  would  be  astounded  at  the  fact 
that  in  the  present  day  there  existed  a 
man  who  could  get  £56,000  of  public 
money  without  performing  a  day's  or 
an  hour's  work  for  it — who  was  ap- 
pointed as  far  back  as  1849,  who  re- 
ceived £1,600  n-year,  and,  therefore, 
had  had  as  much  as  £36,0U0  for  doing 
nothing.  Thehon.  Gentlemanthe  Mem- 
ber for  Sligo  (Mr.  Seston)  told  thorn 
that  not  only  did  that  gentleman  do 
nothing,  but  that  he  did  not  even  make 
a  pretence  of  doing  anything,  and  did  not 
oJten  reside  in  Ireland — as  a  matter  of 
fact  had  no  address  in  the  country.  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  was  evi- 
dently guilty  on  all  the  counts  of  the 
The  Attornty  Gmtralfor  Ireland 


indictment  passed  on  him.  He  had  said 
there  was  an  Act  passed  in  1677,  and 
that  that  Act  should  have  provided  for 
the  compulsory  retirement  of  the  Earl  of 
Belfast.  Well,  if  it  did  not,  that  was  no 
argument  against  their  doing  it  now, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  was  an  argument 
in  favour  of  its  being  done  now.  With 
regard  to  the  question  of  neglect  of  duty, 
he  often  found  that  officifus  in  Ireland 
were  guilty  of  irregularities  in  a  manner 
which  would  not  be  permitted  in  any  other 
country  in  the  world.  Would  anyone 
credit  it  that  a  law  could  be  passed  en- 
franchising householders  of  countiea,  and 
that  an  official  drawing  £1,600  a-year 
without  residing  in  the  country  could  be 
allowed,  by  neglecting  his  duties  oader 
the  Act,  actually  to  diafranchian  county 
householders?  He  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor) 
took  it  that  by  this  time  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral for  Ireland  oughtto  have  made  out 
some  case  against  the  statement  of  hie 
(Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor's)  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton).  This 
was  by  no  means  the  first  time  that  the 
hon.  Member  had  made  a  complaint 
against  the  manner  in  which  the  Earl 
of  Belfast  and  his  deputy  discharged 
their  duties.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Sligo,  who  was  a  most  careful  inves- 
tigator of  facts  brought  before  his  notice, 
would  not  have  ventured  to  have  brought 
these  charges  against  the  Earl  of  Bel- 
fast if  he  had  not  known  that  they  were 
true.  What  were  these  facts?  Why, 
that  during  the  interval  between  the 
22nd  of  July  and  the  4th  of  August  per- 
sons were  to  be  put  on  the  lists  who  were 
entitled  to  be  there,  but  that  in  County 
Antrim  seven  of  the  13  days'  interval 
passed  without  the  people  knowing  whe> 
ther  they  were  on  the  fists  or  not.  That 
was  an  intolerable  state  of  things,  which 
should  certainly  not  he  alloired  to  last 
for  another  year.  He  thought  the  Com- 
mittee should  now  go  to  a  division,  and 
felt  sure  that  when  they  did  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  opposite 
would  find  that  he  was  not  generally 
supported. 

Mr.  BIGGAR  said,  he  thought  that 
if  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  would  amend  his 
clause  BO  as  to  provide  that  the  Earl  of 
Belfast  should  get  his  pension  on  the 
scale  of  the  Act  of  1877  it  would  be 
satisfactory  to  all  parties.  The  positioD 
of  the  Earl  of  B«dfaat  was  rather  peou- 
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liar.  Ho  was— as  had  been  pointed  out 
— a  g'entlsman  vho  neglected  his  duties, 
but  who  had  fieurod  a  great  deal  ia  the 
Law  Court*  in  London.  He  had  figured 
a  great  deal  in  the  Diroroe  Court,  and  as 
to  his  wifo's  portion — for  not  pajiug  his 
wife  an  allowance  he  had  undertaken  to 
pay  her.  On  those  grounds  he  was  not 
a  very  desirable  sort  of  person  to  hare 
in  an  official  position ;  but  besides  that 
his  position  was  more  satisfactory  than 
it  was  formerly,  beoause  on  the  death  of 
the  late  Lord  Donegall  he  became  en- 
titled on  reversion  to  a  considerable  pro- 
p«rty.  It  would  not,  therefore,  be  so 
mutui  a  grievanee  to  him  to  be  compelled 
to  retire  now  as  it  might  hare  been  in 
1877,  when,  so  far  as  be  (Mr.  Biggar) 
knew,  he  had  no  means  except  his  salary 
as  Clerk  of  the  Peace.  Now  he  had  a 
valuable  property  which  he  could  mort- 

fage,  and  there  was  not  the  slightest 
oubt  he  bad  mortgaged  it.  If  the  Go- 
Tsmment  would  agree  to  an  amend- 
ment of  the  olause  to  the  effect  that  the 
pension  should  be  regulated  acoordiug 
to  the  Act  of  1877,  it  would  be  satisfac- 
tory to  all  parties, 

Mb.  O'SHEA.  said,  that  what  had 
been  proposed  by  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down  (Mr.  Biggar) 
would  be  a  very  fair  solution  of  this 
difficulty.  No  doubt,  if  the  Amend- 
ments, as  proposed  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Sligo,  were  carried,  they  would  affect 
other  people.  Other  Clerks  of  the  Peace 
appointed  under  the  old  system,  who 
still  held  their  appointments,  and  per- 
formed their  duties  most  satisfactorily, 
woald  also  be  affected.  Under  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  the  suggestion 
of  the  hon.  Qentleman  the  Member  for 
Cavan  was  an  extremely  fair  one — one 
which  would  meet  the  circumstancea  of 
the  cose  of  the  Earl  of  Belfast,  without 
hitting  other  people  who  were  perform' 
ing  their  duties  satisfactorily. 

Ma.  LYULPH  STANLEY  asked 
whether  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
would  undertake  to  inquire  as  to  the 
delay  in  preparing  the  lists,  and  if  he 
found  that  it  had  been  wilful  would 
remove  the  officer  ? 

The  attorney  GENEBAL  for 
IB£LAND(Mr.  Holmes)  said,  he  would 
undertake  to  inquire  as  to  the  delay  in 
preparing  the  lists,  and  if  it  was  found 
to  be  wilful  would  take  such  steps  as  it 
was  in  the  power  of  the  Government  to 


take  to  deal  with  the  matter.  He  did 
not  know  what  steps  could  be  taken ; 
but  if  they  found  that  there  had  been 
such  wilful  neglect  of  duty  as  had 
been  described  something  would  be 
done. 

Mr.  LABOUCHEEE  asked  whether 
the  Oovemment  was  going  to  support 
the  right  of  this  gentleman  to  prey  any 
longer  on  the  public  Treasury?  He 
(Mr.  Labouchere)  had  heard  of  Belfast, 
but  he  certainly  did  not  know  that 
there  was  an  Earl  of  Belfast.  ThisEarl 
of  Belfast  might  be  a  most  respectable 
gentleman — he  might  be,  or  he  might 
not  be ;  but  even  if  he  were  the  most 
respectable  of  human  beings,  why  was 
he  to  oontinne  to  prey  in  this  manner 
upon  the  public  lYeasury  7  He  had 
received  £$6,000  already ;  he  employed 
a  person  to  do  bis  work  to  whom  he 
paid  £300  a-year  ;  he  never  went  near 
the  scene  of  his  duties ;  he  did  nothing ; 
and  now  they  were  asked  in  the  clause 
of  the  hon.  Qentleman  the  Member  for 
Sligo  to  give  him  a  small  pension  to 
enable  him  to  retire.  Though  this  was 
at  the  present  moment  the  rump  of 
Parliament,  the  Oovemment  were  pass- 
ing through  Bill  after  Bill  after  the 
Appropriation  Bill  had  been  read  a 
third  time,  quite  contrary  to  all  rule. 
Seeing  that  they  were  taking  this  course, 
however,  he  thought  they  should  accept 
the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Sligo,  which  was  a  most 
reasonable  one,  and  should  not  seek  to 
upset  it  by  their  mechanical  majority. 
^/.aughter.']  Yes,  "mechanical  ma- 
jority," for  at  that  hour  and  at  that 
period  of  the  Session  a  Government — 
Gven  a  Government  in  a  minority — 
always  bad  a  mechanical  majority  wait- 
ing upon  it.  The  Government  seemed 
disposed  to  reject  this  reasonable  pro- 
posal, and  to  force  the  House  to  pay 
thia  £!,600  to  an  absentee  Irish  land- 
lord for  doing  nothing.  Thej  had  heard 
of  an  alliance  between  the  Conservative 
Government  and  the  Irish  Party.  How 
long  would  that  last  if  these  monstrosi- 
ties continued.  Did  not  his  hon.  Friends 
the  Irish  Members  know  that  if  the 
Liberals  had  been  in  power  they  would 
have  accepted  the  clause  of  the  hon. 
Gentlemau  the  Member  for  SUgo  ?  He 
hoped  that  would  enlighten  his  hon. 
Friends,  and  that  now  they  would  know 
what  they  had  to  expect  from  a  Gonsei- 
vative  Govern  meat. 
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Sli^,  that  the  lists  of  votars  which 
fihoijd  have  been  published  on  the  22itd 
of  last  month  had  not  been  published  on 
the  1st  of  this  month.  He  did  not  knoir 
whether  they  had  been  published  yet — 
he  rather  thought  they  had  not.  The 
law  said  that  me  lists  should  be  pre- 
pared on  the  22nd  of  July,  and  13  days' 
interval  was  allowed  for  penonB  to  get 
on  the  list.  Ten  days  of  that  period 
had  elapsed  when  he  was  informed  that 
the  lists  had  not  been  posted,  so  that 
the  people  even  then  had  only  three 
days  instead  of  13  to  examine  the  lists. 
What  was  to  be  done  with  those  people  ? 
Suppose  a  man  whose  name  oug^ot  to  be 
on  the  list  found  that  it  was  not  on,  and 
pointed  out  the  error  too  late.  He 
would  not  be  able  to  make  a  claim,  and 
hs  would,  therefore,  bo  without  a  vote 
at  a  time,  from  a  Parliamentary  point 
of  view,  more  critical  than  any  other  in 
the  history  of  Ireland.  What  repara- 
tion oould  be  made  to  such  a  man  9  If, 
on  the  other  hand,  a  man's  name  was 
on  the  list  which  should  not  be  there, 
and  it  was  too  late  for  either  of  the 
political  Parties  to  get  it  struck  off, 
what  reparation  could  be  made  to  them? 
Certain  electors  had  f^oue  down  to  Sligo 
to  find  out  why  the  lists  had  not  been 
published.  They  made  inquiries,  and 
were  first  told  that  the  lists  were  pub- 
lished. The  visitors,  however,  convinced 
the  Clerks  that  that  was  not  the  case. 
Then  it  was  said  that  the  Clerks  of  the 
Unions  had  not  sent  in  the  Betnras, 
but  that  was  found  to  be  inaccurate ; 
and,  finally,  it  was  said  that  the  printers 
had  not  been  able  to  do  the  work.  But 
why  had  they  not  been  able  to  doit? 
They  had  had  as  much  time  as  anyone 
else.  No  matter  what  the  list  was  in 
Sligo  the  Nationalists  were  going  to 
win ;  but,  ho  wonid  ask,  was  this  not  a 
proper  case  for  complaint?  In  men- 
tioning the  case  of  SUgo  he  had  other 
gains  elsewhere  in  view.  He  would 
forbear  from  giving  any  further  details 
and  particulars  ;  but  he  would  ask  that 
the  oounties  should  be  relieved  of  the 
burden  of  these  officials,  and  that  Major 
Wynne  should  be  removed  from  an 
office  which  he  bad  been  proved  unfit 
to  hold. 


Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided:  —  Ayes  15; 
Noes  46:  Majority  81.  — (Div.  List, 
No.  280.) 

Mn.  SEXTON  said,  he  begged  now 
to  move  the  second  clause  on  the  Paper 
In  his  name,  which  was  in  the  following 
terms : — 

"  From  tlis  date  of  the  pauing  of  tliis  Act 
no  clerk  of  the  Crown  or  clerk  of  the  peaca  in 
iroland  shall  be  nwardad  any  peniuoD  an  quit- 
tJDK  office,  Qoleu  b«  iball  have  penonsUy  dts- 
charged  the  doties  of  hia  office,  and  resided 
within  the  conutv  for  whioh  he  wss  appointed 
to  act." 

He  should  think  that  £ailure  to  dis- 
charge duty,  or  absence  from  the  county 
for  which  a  Clerk  of  the  Grown  was 
aj^pointed  to  act  should  procure  dis- 
missal ;  hut  as  this  was  only  a  Pension 
Bill  he  would  not  propose  a  clause  of 
that  kind.  He  kept  within  the  scope  of 
the  Bill  by  proposing  that  in  case  of 
failure  to  discharge  duties  or  absence 
from  the  county  there  should  be  no 
pension  awarded.  He  was  strongly 
convinced  that  the  time  had  come  when 
a  most  strict  observance  of  duty  by  a 
oertain  class  of  servants  in  Ireland  was 
necessary.  Those  who  bad  to  deal  with 
the  franchise  would  have  to  deal  with 
much  larger  bodies  than  was  formerly 
the  case  ;  and  he  could  not  contemplate 
with  ei^uanimity  such  a  state  of  affairs 
continuing  as  that  in  which  officials 
charged  with  the  management  of  the 
franchise  were  allowed  to  leave  their 
districte  altogether.  Such  a  state  of 
affairs  was  not  to  be  tolerated,  and  he 
thought  the  House,  whatever  was  done 
this  year,  should  certainly  put  a  stop  to 
it  next  year.  In  the  case  of  Major 
"Wynne,  Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  the 
county  of  Sligo,  Chief  Justice  Morris  at 
the  Sligo  Assizes  had  found  the  books 
in  such  a  state  that  he  had  to  call  the 
Clerk  of  the  Peace  to  his  presence.  His 
Lordship  fined  the  Clerk  £20,  and  £20 
for  as  many  two  hours  as  he  was  absent. 
Ho  (Mr.  Sexton)  did  not  know  how 
mauy  hours  elapsed  before  Major 
Wynne  appeared,  but  however  long  it 
was  nothing  had  been  levied.  Irish 
officials  had  a  certain  easy,  familiar  way 
of  settling  differences  of  this  kind  ami- 
cably amongst  themselves.  There  was  b 
certain  freemasonry  between  the  Judges 
and  the  other  officials  engaged  in  the 
administration  of  the  law.  It  was 
reported  to  him  Irom  Grange,  in  County 


New  Clause  (Award  of  pension  to  de- 
pend upon  personal  discharge  of  duty,) 
— (Mr.  Srston,) — brought  up,  and  read 
the  first  time. 
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Motion  made,  and  Queation  proposed,  I 
' '  That  the  siiid  Clause  be  read  a  eecond 
time." 

Thb  attorney  general  for 
rRELAND  (Mr.  Hoijras)  aaid,  that  if 
the  hon.  Member  would  allow  him  he 
'would  refer  to  the  last  portion  nf  bis 
speech  first.  The  Clerk  of  the  Peace 
for  the  county  of  Sligo  was  a  gentle- 
man of  the  name  of  Wynne ;  but  he 
coiild  tell  the  hou.  Member  that  before 
lie  had  put  this  matter  on  the  Paper 
the  Government  had  felt  it  necessary  to 
call  upon  that  gentleman  to  explain  his 
conduct  in  regard  to  the  duties  of  hia 
office,  and  an  investigation  on  the  mat- 
ter was  proceeding.  If  it  ^as  found 
that  he  had  been  derelict  in  hia  duty  he 
would  not  eacspe  censure,  and,  if  ne> 
oeseary,  be  would  be  removed  from  his 
office.  If  it  was  found  that  be  had 
been  remiss  In  hia  duties,  he  would  be 
dealt  with  in  such  a  way  ae  to  show  that 
no  favour  was  shown  to  anyone.  In 
future  Clerks  of  the  Peace  would  not  be 
entitled  to  delegate  their  trusts  to  de- 
puties; but  he  would  remind  the  hon. 
Member  that  there  were  a  few  Clerks  in 
Ireland  who  bad  been  appointed  under 
the  old  system,  and  they  had  appointed 
deputies,  as  they  had  a  perfect  right  to 
do,  who  were  carrying  on  the  business 
with  the  greatest  efhctency.  He  thought 
it  would  be  a  hard  thing  that  a  gentle- 
roan  who  had  held  such  an  office  for 
some  time,  and  had  had  the  right  to 
appoint  a  deputy,  and  whose  deputy  had 
performed  the  work  with  efficiency— that 
he  should  have  new  burdens  put  upon 
him  by  a  clause  of  this  sort.  He  and 
his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  (Sir  'William  Hart 
Dyke)  were  opposed  to  this  method  of 
doieg  business,  and  he  could  assure  the 
hen.  Member  that  no  further  appoint- 
ments of  this  kind  would  he  made.  At 
the  same  time,  waa  it  desirable  to  inter- 
fere with  an  existing  system  under 
which  soroebodv  did  the  work  efficiently  ? 
Ms.  SEXTON  regarded  the  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
as  generally  satisfactory.  With  regard 
to  the  general  question,  he  quite  agreed 
thnt  it  waa  not  desirable  to  interfere 
with  the  discharge  of  the  duty  by  a  de- 

Suty  where  the  deputy  was  doing  bis 
uty  well.  If  they  would  not  pass  this 
cIbubs,  however,  he  wished  to  know 
whether  there  was  any  objection  to  the 
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Lord  Lieutenant  addressing  a  letter  to 


those  gentlemen,  and  to  point  out  to 
them  that  they  were  to  remain  in  their 
counties  and  perform  their  duties  per- 
sonally 7 

Tiii:  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  HouiBa)  pointed  out 
that  under  the  Act  of  1877  it  waa  ne- 
cessary that  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace 
should  attend  personally;  butit  was  not 
necessary  in  any  way  that  he  should  be 
permanently  resident  in  the  county. 

Mk.  SEXTON  remarked  that  they 
would  see  what  effect  this  discussion 
had  between  that  and  that  time  next 
year.  In  the  meantime  he  begged  leave 
to  withdraw  his  clause. 

Clause,  by  leave,  teitkdraion. 

Bill  rtporttd,  without  Amendment. 

Thb  attorney  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  :  Perhaps  the 
House  will  allow  me  to  take  the  third 
reading  of  the  Bill  now. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "That 
the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time," 
put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  pataed. 

RE0I8TRATI0N    APPEALS    (IRELAND) 

BILL  [£orrf.].— (Bill  a.)9.] 

{Mr.  Atlometj  Otntralfor  Ireland.) 

COMMITTEE. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  said,  the  ob- 
ject of  this  Bill  was  simply  to  allow  the 
Court  of  Appeal  to  sit  at  an  earlier 
time  than  it  could  now  sit  for  the  bear- 
ing of  Regislration  Appeale.  Under 
the  present  law  they  could  not  sit  until 
late  in  November,  and  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  them  to  deal  with  all  the 
business  which  the  Government  expected 
would  come  before  them  this  year  if 
they  did  not  meet  earlier  than  that. 

Bill  eoniidtrtd  in  Committee,  and  re- 
ported,  without  Amendment;  read  the 
third  time,  and  patttd. 

LAND  PURCHASE  (IRELAND)  [AD- 

VANCE8]. 

Resolution  [6th  Au^sf]  rrporCed. 

"That  it  is  expedibnt  to  aathorise  Advances 
out  ol  the  Consolidated  Fund  oE  tho  United 
Kingdom,  of  any  snin  or  sums  of  money  not 
eiceudine  £5,<KH},aOU  in  the  whole,  to  enable 
tho  Land  Commiwion  in  Ireland  tomakaAd- 
Taoces  tor  the  purchuo  of  estates,  in  pursuance 
of  the  provisions  of  any  Act  of  the  present  8««- 
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Mb.  lea  wialiad  to  aek  what  time  on 
Monday  this  Resolution  would  come  on  ? 

The  secretary  to  thb  TEEA- 
StJEY  (Mr.  Akees-Douolah)  eaid,  it 
would  be  the  setiond  Order. 

Mr.  lea  asked  whether  it  would 
oome  on  bofore  1 2  o'clock  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  foe  IRE- 
LAND {Hir  William  Habt  Dvke):  I 
hope  BO. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

POLICE   ENFRAhXHISEMEST  ESTEN- 

SIGN  BILL.— [Bu.L  219.] 
(JTr.     CcUridgt    Sennard,    Sir    BiHiy    Silwin. 

IbhiliBn,   Sir  Benry    Drummond    Wolf,    Mr. 

Ceictn,  Lerd  Claud  John  BamitHm,  Mr.  Rehirl 

FcaUr,  Mr.   Stid,    Mr.    HoaUticorth,    Mr. 

Qtorgt  SItiot.) 

COMUITTEB.       [iDJOUEtTEO  DEBATE.] 

Adjourned  Debate  on  going  into  Com- 
mittee [Stb  August]. 

Motion  mode,  and  Quostiun  proposed, 
"  That  the  Debate  be  further  adjourned 
till  Monday  next." 

Mr.  LYTLPH  STANLEY  wished  to 
say,  on  the  Question  that  tbis  Bill  be  put 
off  until  Monday,  that  it  was  not  fair 
to  continue  a  Sill  of  this  sort  on  the 
Orders  at  that  period  of  the  Session, 
when  the  Appropriation  Bill  had  been 
read  a  third  time.  There  was  a  very 
great  difference  with  regard  totfaisniea- 
sure  in  the  Houao ;  and  at  that  period 
of  the  SesBion,  when  they  bad  nuch  a 
thin  House,  it  ought  not  to  be  further 
put  off.  He  should  like  to  move  that 
the  Bill  be  taken  ou  that  day  three 
months,  or  that  the  Order  be  discharged, 
if  he  would  be  in  Order  in  doing  so. 

Mb.  SPEAKER  said,  it  waa  hardly 
usual  on  a  measure  of  this  sort  to  move 
such  a  Resolution  in  the  absence  of  the 
Member  who  was  in  cbarire  of  the 
BiU.  * 

Mr.  LYULPH  STANL1:Y  said,  he 
did  not  think  it  fair  that  the  Bill 
should  be  put  down  at  that  period  of 
the  Session.  If  he  were  in  Order  be 
wou^d  ask  that  it  be  taken  on  Monday 
veek. 

Mr.  speaker  said,  that  the  course 
proposed  by  the  hon.  Gfentleman  would 
be  very  unusual  in  the  absence  of  the 
bon.  Qentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill. 
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Mr.  LYULPH  STANLEY  said,  he 
n-ould  like  to  hear  what  the  Oovemment 
had  to  say  on  the  subject,  and  for  that 
purpose  he  would  make  an  appeal  to  the 
right  hon.  Oeotlemaii  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department.  The 
Appropriation  BiU  having  been  read  a 
third  time  and  there  having  been  a  dia- 
tisot  understanding  some  time  ago  that 
contested  matters  should  not  be  paahed 
on  at  that  stage  of  the  8es»on,  be  ap- 
pealed to  the  right  bon.  Qentleman  as  to 
whether  it  was  fair  that  this  Bill  should 
be  proceeded  with. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  E. 
AssHETO^i  Cross)  said,  the  Bill  bod  been 
approved  by  several  Members  on  both 
sides  of  the  House.  He  was  willing  to 
adjourn  the  debate  till  Monday  next. 

Debate  farther  adjourned  till  Monday 
nest. 

I'OOK    LAW  GUARDIANS  aEELAXD) 
BILL.— [Bill  313.] 

(Jfr.  Jehn  Btdmmi,  Mr.  0' BtUk,  Mr.  Grof, 

Mr.  Barrt.) 

lords'  AUE!n>»Ein-s. 

Mr.  SEXTON  rose  to  move  that  the 
consideration  of  the  Lords'  Amendments 
be  deferred  till  the  2lBt  of  August.  He 
wished  to  point  out  that  when  the  Bill 
left  that  House  lust  year  a  compromise 
had  been  arrived  at,  and  Irish  Members 
informed  the  House  that  it  was  the 
smallest  measure  tbeyoould  accept.  The 
Lords  bad  excluded  some  points  of  the 
scheme  which  he  thought  they  must  ob- 
ject to.  If  the  Giovemment  were  re- 
solved to  maintain  the  Amendments  of 
the  Lords,  he  thought  that  any  further 
time  spent  on  the  Bill  would  be  wasted, 
because  in  the  next  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment it  would  be  necessary  for  Irish 
Members  to  insist  oa  a  fuller  and  more 
adequate  measure  of  reform. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Consideration  of  the  Lords' 
Amendments  be  deferred  till  Friday  the 
21stof  August."— (Jfr.  Sexton.) 

Motion  agreed  to. 


>y  Google 


1525  ■  Arm'j~Fiild  ArtiiUry      {Auanax  10,  I8H5|         and  Small  Arm.        1526 

HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 
Monday,  IQth  Auynit,   1885. 


MINUTES.]- Public  Billb— f.i*(  Seading— 
Cotmty  OfficBT*  sod  Courts  (Ireland)  (Pen- 
■ioDl)  •  (244). 
£<P»-f  —  Labouren  (Ireland)  (No.  2)*   (341- 
2iS). 

Third  Stading—'Biint  Thames  (No.  3)  (!3S) ; 
Metropolitan  Police  Staff  Saperannnation  • 
(222) ;  Public  Works  Loans  •  23*)  ;  CoQsoli- 
dAted  Fund  (Appropriiitioii)  * ;  East  lodis 
Army    Peniioii*    Deficiency"     (239),     and 

Withirawn—^MTg^  Police  and  Health  (Scot- 
land) "  (100). 

MVER  THAMES  (No.  2)  BILL.- (No.  338. j 

[,The  Ltrd  Maunt'Ttmplt.) 
THIBD  READING.        [ADJOURNED   DEBATE.] 

Adjourned  debate  on  the  Motion  for 
the  third  reading  resumed  (according  to 
Order). 

Amendment  moved, 

In  [tage  2,  after  line  IS,  at  end,  to  add — 
"  Provided  that  nothing  in  thin  Act,  or  in  any 
bje-lav  mdde  tbereuoder,  ihall  be  coustcaed  to 
deprive  any  riparian  owner  of  any  legal  rigbU 
in  the  soil  or  bod  of  the  river  which  he  may 
now  posaeM,  or  of  any  legal  remedies  he  may 
Txow  poBseas,  for  prevention  of  anchonng,  moor- 
ing, loitering,  or  delay  of  any  boat  or  other 
veiael."— (TA*  Earl  of  Abiitgdon.) 

Lord  MOUNT-TEMPLE  eipresaed 
his  acceptance  of  the  Amendment. 

Bill  read  3*. 

On  Motion,  "  That  the  Bill  do  pass  ?  " 

The  Earl  of  WEMYSS  said,  that 
roving  men  objected  to  the  Bill  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  give  a  statutory 
■anotion  to  obstructions  which  ought  not 
to  be  legalized.  Those  who  desired  to 
Bot  up  these  obstructions  ought  to  take 
their  chance  at  Common  Law. 

Lord  MOUNT-TEMPLE  eaid,  he  felt 
confident  that  when  the  Aut  should  come 
into  operation  obstructions  would  di- 
minish instead  of  increasing. 

Motion  ajretd  to. 

BilljiiMMtf,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

ARMV-FIELD  ARTILLERY  AND 

SUALL  ARUS. 

QUESTIOIT.      OBSERVATIONS. 

The  Eahl  of  WEMYSS  asked  the 
Under  t^retarj  of  State  for  War  the 


following  Questions :  —  Whether  the 
muzzle  velocity  of  the  40-ponnder  gun 
is  1.108  feet  per  second,  equal  to  an  ex- 
treme useful  range  of  4,000  yards; 
whether  at  the  time  when  these  guns 
were  made,  about  'lb  years  ago,  the 
muzzle  velocity  of  the  12-pounder  field 
piece  was  1,170  feet  per  second,  with  an 
extreme  useful  range  of  about  3,000 
yards;  and,  whether  the  muzzle  velo- 
city of  the  9-pounder  field  piece  was 
1,057,  equal  to  an  extreme  useful  range 
of  about  ^,500  yards ;  whether  the  ex- 
treme useful  range  of  the  best  German, 
French,  and  Buseian  field  pieces  is  not 
now  about  5,000  yards;  whether  the 
range  of  the  new  British  field  pieces  is 
not  also  about  5,000  yards;  whether  it 
is  not  the  fact  that  in  the  late  Afghan 
War  the  40-pounder  gun  proved  of  Uttle 
service  for  battering  purposes  owing  to 
its  slow  velocity ;  whether,  seeing  that 
the  range  of  the  40-pounder  gun  is  in- 
ferior to  that  of  the  new  !t'oreign  and 
British  field  pieces,  he  will  consider  the 
practicability  of  increasing  its  power 
and  range ;  whether  any  steps  are  being 
taken  to  give  an  improved  bayonet,  and 
to  attach  a  repeating  arrangement  to 
the  Martini- Henry  rifle?  The  noble 
Earl  said  that  the  advance  in  scientific 
artillery  had  been  such  that  the  12- 
pounder  and  16-pounder  were  now  more 
efficient  field  guns  than  the  weightier 
40-pounder.  He  thought  that  if  the 
suggestions  contained  iu  the  Questions 
were  right,  it  was  time  to  bring  home 
the  responsibility  for  our  armaments  to 
the  proper  quarter,  and  rouse  those  en- 
trusted with  these  matters  to  a  proper 
sense  of  their  duty.  If  it  could  be  pos- 
sible to  restore  to  the  40-ponnder,  by 
some  change  in  its  construction,  greater 
relative  j>ower  as  compared  with  the 
lighter  pieces,  the  safety  of  our  shores 
would  pro  tanto  be  increased.  With  re- 
ference to  his  Question  about  bayonets, 
he  wished  to  explain  that,  in  order  to 
compensate  for  the  shortness  of  the 
Martini-Henry,  the  regulation  weapon 
was  now  three  inches  longer  than  it  was 
formerly.  On  several  occasions  in  the 
Soudan,  notably  in  the  attack  on  (jlene- 
ral  M'Neill's  zereba,  the  bayonets  bent 
and  twisted.  A  Question  had  been 
asked  in  "  another  i>lace  "  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  a  very  strange  answer  was 
given— namely,  that  the  bayonet  when 
used  for  stabbing  must  cither  twist  or 
■       ■      '"'    ■  '     ■  te  of 
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thingf,  for  bayonets  were  made  for  the 
purpose  of  stabbing  men  in  warfare. 
Why  have  such  a  bayonet 't  He  would 
remind  their  Lordships  that  some  years 
ago  a  Committee  recommended  a  eword 
bayonet  of  a  totally  different  form, 
which  was  an  admirable  cutting  weapon, 
and  one  which  also  made  a  first-rate 
bayonet  for  stabbing  purposes.  There 
was  also  the  American  trowel  bayonet, 
which  might  be  tried.  With  reference 
to  the  desirability  of  attaching  a  re- 
peatiDg  arrangement  to  the  Martini- 
Henry  rifle,  it  was  8u£Scient  to  say  that 
one  of  the  chief  improvements  in  the 
art  of  martial  destruotios  waa  the  in- 
vention of  the  repeating  arm,  which 
contained  in  the  stock  or  elsewhere  a 
certain  number  of  cartridges.  The  Swiss 
weapon,  he  believed,  contained  1 1  car- 
tridges. When  the  whole  magazine 
was  expended,  it  then  became  a  simple 
breech-loading  rifle.  If  money  waa  to 
be  spent  in  providing  superior  firearms 
for  our  Army,  it  would  be  better  to  do 
so  in  attaching  this  arrangement  to  the 
existing  arms  than  in  the  construction  of 
any  now  arm. 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES  (The 
Earl  of  Dunraten)  (who  replied)  said, 
he  regretted  that  the  noble  Lord  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Vis- 
count Bury),  who,  unavoidably,  from  a 
domeatio  cause,  the  death  of  a  near  re- 
lative, was  not  in  his  place,  not  only  on 
account  of  the  cause,  but  because  he 
would  have  given  the  noble  Earl  infor- 
mation which  it  was  not  in  his  (the  I%arl 
of  Dunraven'e)  own  power  to  give.  He 
would,  however,  give  the  noble  Earl  the 
best  answer  he  could  ;  but  it  was  not  in 
his  power  to  go  into  very  full  details. 
The  noble  £^rl  seemed  to  attribute 
most  importance  to  his  seventh  Ques- 
tion, as  to  attaching  a  repeating  arrange- 
ment to  the  Martini- lien ry  rifle.  He 
saw  the  force  of  the  noble  Earl's  obser- 
vations ;  but,  up  to  the  present,  all  the 
repeating  arrangements  were  liable  to 
the  defect  of  getting  more  quickly  out 
of  order  than  other  arms.  But  the 
whole  matter,  both  as  to  adopting  a  re- 
peating arrangement  to  the  small  arms 
as  welt  as  that  of  the  beat  form  of  bayo- 
net, had  at  present  been  referred  to  the 
Small  Arms  Committee,  ond  waa  occu- 
pying their  attention  at  present.  As  to 
the  nrst  Question,  the  noble  Earl  was 
substantially  correct.  The  muzzle  velo- 
The  Earl  of  fTimyu 


city  of  the  -lO-pounder  was  1.180  feet 
per  second,  and  its  range  at  10  degrees 
elevation  was  3,650  yards.  As  to  the 
second  Question,  the  muzsle  velocity  of 
the  12-pounder  rifled  breech-loading 
field-piece  was  1,239  feet  per  second, 
and  its  range  at  10  degrees  elevation 
was  3,350  yards.  The  muzzle  velocity 
of  the  9-pDunder  rifled  breech- loading 
field-piece  was  1,035  feet  per  second, 
and  its  range  at  10  degrees  elevation 
was  3,100  yards.  As  to  the  third  Ques- 
tion, the  ranges  of  the  present  foreign 
field-guns  at  10  degrees  varied  some- 
what ;  but  they  averaged  a  little  over 
4,000  yards.  As  to  the  fourth  Question, 
the  range  of  the  new  12-pounder  at  10 
degrees  was  about  4,380  yards;  9- 
pounder,  3,2S0 :  18-pounder,  4,280  ; 
and  IC-pounder,  about  3,650.  Fifthly, 
he  thought  the  noble  Earl  was  mistaken 
in  what  be  had  said  upon  this  point ; 
for  the  40-pounder  used  in  the  late 
Afghan  War  was  the  muzzle-loading 
gun,  and  the  Report  stated  that  so  far 
as  it  was  tried,  its  power  and  accuracy 
were  satisfactory.  Sixthly,  the  modern 
guns,  no  doubt,  showed  a  great  improve- 
ment on  those  of  25  years  ago  ;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  the  40-pounder  rifled 
breech-loading  gun  introduced  in  1859, 
so  far  from  being  obsolete,  was  still  a 
very  useful  and  accurate  weapon.  Since 
that  date  far  more  powerful  guns  had 
been  brought  into  the  Service,  and  it 
was  considered  more  satisfactory  to  use 
such  guns  where  necessary  than  to  in- 
crease the  power  of  the  old  guns,  which 
could  only  be  done  at  a  comparatively 
large  cost. 

THE  UNITED  KINGDOM  OF  GREAT 

BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 
QUESTIOK.      OBSEBVATIOKS. 

The  Eam.  of  MILLTOWN,  in  rising 
to  call  attention  to  the  systematic  mis- 
description of  this  Kingdom  in  State 
Papers,  especially  those  relating  to 
foreign  aH"airs,  in  which  it  is  given  the 
name  of  Great  Britain  instead  of  its 
proper  title  the  United  ^Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland ;  and  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minister,  Whether  he  will 
give  instructions  to  have  this  error  cor- 
rected in  the  future,  as  it  is  one  which 
is  calculated  to  lead  to  misconception  and 
wound  the  just  susceptibilities  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  ?  said,  that  nothing 
had  tended  more  to  make  the  Irish  peo- 
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pte  discontented  with  their  lot,  and 
Ureat  Britain  odious  in  their  eyes,  than 
the  thought  that  they  were  not  like 
Bngland  and  Scotland,  a  self-ruling 
Power,  but  were  ruled  by  a  foreign  and 
malignant  Power,  aa  they  called  Eng- 
land. Nothing  could  be  more  absurd 
than  such  a  nation ;  but  it  was  enter- 
tained by  the  majority  of  those  in  Ire- 
land who  had  lately  been  admitted  to 
the  franchise.  They  wore  perfectly  con- 
vinced that,  wero  it  not  for  the  malign 
in6uenca  of  England,  they  would  be 
what  they  were  firmly  persuaded  they 
ware  once — a  great,  powerful,  and  con- 
tented people.  Of  course,  their  Lord- 
ahips  all  knew  that  that  was  very  far 
from  being  correct.  So  far  from  being 
eoTerned  by  England,  the  Irish  people 
bad  absolutely  the  same  rights  and  pri- 
▼ileges  as  their  fellow- subjects  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  Tliey  were  fully  re- 
presented in  the  Imperial  Parliament, 
for  they  seat  a  somewhat  largernumber 
of  Bepresentatives  to  the  other  Chamber 
than  they  were  strictly  entitled  to.  But, 
as  long  as  they  entoitatned  their  present 
belief,  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  be 
content  with  the  Union  or  loyally  to  co- 
operate with  th(>ir  fellow -subjects  in  the 
other  Island,  and  nothing  was  more  cal- 
culated to  foster  this  dolueion  than  the 
oonstant  practice  of  ignoring  Ireland 
when  describing  this  Kingdom  and  its 
FoBBessLons.  Great  Britain  was  only  a 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  a  larger 
part  than  Ireland  oertainly,  but  still  only 
a  part ;  and  if  a  part  were  put  for  the 
whole,  the  correspondence  he  held  in  his 
hand  might  just  as  rightly  have  been 
intituled  "Correspondence  with  Ire- 
land" aa  with  "Great  Britain."  For 
himself,  he  could  not  imagin 
difficulty  there  oould  be  in  using  the 
correct  appellation  "  the  United  King- 
dom." "  Great  Britain  "  was  a  false  de- 
scription, and  for  that  reason  alone  the 
Government,  ought  to  set  the  matter 
right,  because  it  tended  to  make 
foreigners  think  that  Ireland  was  a 
kind  of  English  Poland,  instead  of  its 
being,  as  it  really  was,  on  a  footing  of 
perfect  equality  with  England,  and 
vested  with  many  privileges  which  Eng- 
land did  not  possess.  If  only  the  people 
of  Ireland  could  understand  their  true 
position  in  this  great  Empire,  which  the 
genius  of  Irish  statesmen  and  the  valour 
of  Irish  eoldiera  had  so  much  aided 
JD  creating,  Ireland  would  become  in 


heart,  as  it  had  long  been  in  right,  an 
integral  portion  of  the  United  King- 
After  some  remarks  from  Lord  Wave- 
key, 

TueMarquess  OP  SALISBURY:  This 
is  a  very  difficult  Question  to  answer, 
because  I  do  not  entertain  the  views 
hich  my  noble  Friend  (the  Earl  of 
Mi]ltown)  has  expressed  with  regard  to 
the  facility  with  which  an  alteration  in 
the  vocabulary  respecting  this  title  could 
be  carried  out.  On  the  contrary.  I  see 
very  great  dif&culties  in  it.  "  The  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland" 
is  not  a  term  which  lends  itself  to  lite- 
rary manipulation.  For  example,  if  we 
wanted  to  convert  it  into  an  adjective, 
would  the  adjective  be  constructed  by 
the  termination  "ish;"  and,  if  so,  where 
would  the  "  ish  "  come  in  ?  Should  we 
have  to  say  "  The  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Irelandish  ?  " 

The  EiRL  of  MILLTOWN  said,  he 
did  not  ask  for  an  adjectivial  alteration ; 
it  was  the  alteration  of  the  substantive 
which  he  wished  to  bring  about. 

The  MARauzss  of  SAUSBUEY  r  But 
in  constructing  sentences  you  will  al- 
ways find  one  expression  for  the  adjec- 
tive, and  another  wholly  different  for 
the  substantive ;  and  in  this  cose,  of 
course,  it  would  be  difficult  to  have  one 
expression  for  the  adjective  and  another 
for  the  substantive.  That,  however,  is 
not  a  new  difficulty.  We  had  it  many 
years  ago  with  respect  to  Scotland,  when 
we  were  forbidden  to  use  the  word 
"England"  only,  because  that  was  a 
reflection  on  that  great  country ;  but  the 
Scotch,  I  believe,  have  been  set  at  ease 
by  the  consideration  that  it  is  they  who 
annexed  England,  and  not  England  who 
annexed  Scotland,  and  that  they  have  ac- 
quired the  right  to  use  the  word  "  Eng- 
land," and  make  it  their  property.  But 
whether  Ireland  has  annexed  England 
or  not  as  yet  I  do  not  know  at  present, 
and  will  not  eay ;  but  I  believe  that  that 
annexation  has  not  yet  taken  place,  and, 
therefore,  there  is  some  difficulty  in 
consenting  to  the  alteration  proposed  by 
my  noble  Friend,  to  whom  I  would 
point  out  that  if  we  yielded  to  hia  de- 
mand and  made  the  change  be  suggests 
we  should  be  opening  the  sluices — letting 
in  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge — to  a  great 
variety  of  similar  things.  By  agreeing 
to  it  we  should  only  expose  ourselves  to 
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still  larger  demands  from  more  powerful 
populatioDB — demandB  which  it  will  be 
even  still  more  difficult  to  reaiBt.  Aiter 
all,  India,  the  Colonies,  Australia,  and 
Canada  are  all  bound  up  by  every  Act  of 
this  "  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland ; "  and  if  we  wish  to  be 
accarate  we  ought  to  include  every  one 
of  those  places  in  every  inscription  of 
that  compound  adjective.  On  the  whole, 
I  think  my  noble  Friend  ought  to  have 
addressed  hiB  Question  to  the  head  of 
the  Education  Office,  for  I  am  wholly 
incompetent  to  deal  with  the  difficulties 
it  raises.  If  that  Department  will  fur- 
nish me  with  the  necessary  Buhatantives 
and  adjectives  in  the  English  language 
which  are  suitable  for  the  expression  of 
my  noblo  Friend's  ideas  it  will  give  me 
great  pleasure  to  consider  them.  I  will 
only  say  that  if  anything  would  recon- 
cile us  to  the  literary  difficulties  which  he 
thteatens  to  introduce  and  impose  upon 
us  in  the  art  of  writing  despatches  it 
would  be  the  prospect  he  holds  out  that 
we  should,  by  making  the  change,  avoid 
injuring  the  just  eusceptihilities  of  the 
people  of  Ireland.  There  would  also  be 
the  hope  that  anything  we  can  do  in  the 
matter  would  lessen  the  difficulties  of 
government  in  Ireland,  as  to  which  there 
is  no  objeot  which  the  Government  have 
mora  at  heart ;  and  if  my  noble  Friend 
will  aid  US  with  his  linguistic  and  gram- 
matical acquirements  in  that  great  en- 
terprise he  will  deserve  the  tbaoka  of 
uaall. 

Tbe  Eahl  of  MILLTOWN  said,  that 
"  Great  Britain  "  was  wrong,  and  "  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland "  was  right,  according  to  the 
Act  of  Union.  That  was  the  form  be 
desired  should  be  used,  instead  of  tho 


ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON  THE  DEPBES- 
SION  t)F    THADE   AND   INDUSTRY— 
CONBTITUTION    OF     THE    COMMIS- 
SION.—OBSERVATIONS. 
The  FIE8T  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY  (The  Eari  of  Ibdesleioh),    in 
rising,  according  to  Notice,  to  make  a 
statement  with  regard  to  the  proposed 
Royal  Commission  for  inquiring  into  the 
eitent,  nature,  and  probable  causes  of 
the  depresBion  now  or  recently  existing 
in  varioUB  branches  of   trade  and  in- 
dustry, said :  Your  Lordships  are  aware 
that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Goveru- 
Tht  Mar^\u%i  of  Salitbury 
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ment  to  issue  a  Royal  Commission  for 
the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  ex- 
tent, the  nature,  and  the  probable 
causes  of  the  depression  now  existing, 
or  which  has  recently  existed,  in  various 
branches  of  trade  and  industry.  Al- 
though no  Questions  have  been  put  in 
yonrXordabipB'  House  on  the  subject, 
still,  no  doubt,  it  is  right  that  before 
the  close  of  the  Session  the  Govern- 
ment should  state  what  is  their  inten- 
tion in  issuing  this  Commission,  and 
what  progress  has  been  made  in  bring- 
ing it  into  existence.  I  notice  that  seve- 
ral Questions  have  been  put  in  the  House 
of  Oommona ;  but  it  has  not  yet  been 
found  thoroughly  possible  to  give  a  full 
anawer  to  them.  I  would  now  say,  in 
the  first  place,  that  your  Lordships  are 
well  aware  that  for  several  years — for 
tbe  last  12  years,  we  may  put  it — 
there  have  been  from  time  to  time  very 
heavy  and  aerious  complaints  made  from 
different  parts  of  the  country  of  the  de- 
pression of  trade ;  and  not  only  have 
these  complaints  been  made  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  country,  but  tbe  feel- 
ing haa  found  expression  in  various 
nays  in  an  authoritative  form.  More 
than  once.  Chancellors  of  the  Exche- 
quer, in  bringing  forward  their  Budgets, 
have  referred,  especially  within  the 
laat  two  or  three  years,  to  the  con- 
tinued depression  which  has  such  a  de- 
trimental effect  upon  the  Revenue  of  the 
country  ;  and  Motions  have  been  made 
upon  the  aubject  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. Under  the  circumstances,  it 
Beemed  to  the  Government  to  be  a  right 
and  proper  and  desirable  thiugthat  ania- 
quiry  should  take  place  to  get  as  far  as 
possible  at  the  real  facts  of  the  case,  and 
to  ascertain  what  this  depression  is,  and 
bow  it  is  working,  and  what  ia  the  pro- 
bable outcome  of  the  present  state  of 
things,  if  nothing  ia  done.  It  may  alao 
be  desirable  that  the  varioua  sugges- 
tions that  have  been  made  for  meeting 
and  remedying  the  depression  ahould  be 
examined  somewhat  critically  ;  and  for 
that  purpose  the  Government  thought 
it  would  be  desirable  to  appoint  a  Com- 
mission of  rather  an  extended  character. 
It  is  not  so  much  a  Commission  for  tbe 
purpose  of  deciding  or  settling  upon  a 
policy,  as  a  Commission  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  the  facts,  and  collating 
and  criticizing  and  examining  them. 
The  decision  as  to  what  policy  should  be 
pursued  is  a  matter  for  tbe  Government 
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of  tho  day  and  tor  Parliament.  What 
18  now  principally  desirod  is  to  obtain 
information  which  may  guide  any  Go- 
vernment which  may  be  in  powor  in  the 
formation  of  a  policy.  Of  course,  for 
that  purpose  it  is  im.portant  that  we 
ebould  get  the  assistance  of  men  of 
the  most  different  positions  and  dif- 
ferent views  and  opinions  in  the  coun- 
try who  might  in  any  way  assist  us  in 
obtaining  correct  and  proper  informa- 
tion. The  first  object  we  bare  in  view, 
therefore,  ia  to  diecoTer  a  suBicient 
number  of  men  who  would  be  willing 
and  able  to  give  ub  assistance  in  that 
direction.  I  may  mention  that  before 
this  Commission  was  decided  upon  a 
very  powerful  and  interesting  speech 
was  delivered  by  a  man  of  high  position 
— I  mean  Mr.  Goscben — at  Manchester. 
Mr.  Ooachen  entered,  largely  into  the 
question  and  the  condition  of  trade ; 
and  it  did  appear  to  me,  when  I  under- 
took, at  the  request  of  my  Colloagues, 
to  take  the  Chair  on  this  inquiry, 
that  it  would  be  very  much  to  our 
advantage  if  we  could  get  Mr.  Qoschen's 
assistance  on  the  Commission.  I,  there- 
fore, addressed  him,  before  anybody 
else,  for  the  purpose  of  consulting  him 
upon  the  subject.  Mr.  Gosohen,  how- 
ever, on  considering  the  matter  for  a 
short  time,  replied  that,  for  various  rea- 
sons with  which  he  need  not  trouble 
me,  he  could  not  undertake  the  duties 
of  a  Commissioner.  That  sort  of  answer 
did  not  encourage  me  to  proceed  much 
further.  I  proceeded,  however,  to  draw 
up  the  best  list  I  could  of  Gentlemen  to 
be  asked  to  serve  on  the  Commission, 
and  when  I  had  drawn  it  up  I  put  my- 
self into  communication  with  some  Mem- 
bers of  the  late  Government,  who  had 
taken  an  interest  in  questions  of  this 
character,  and  who  would,  I  thought,  be 
willing  and  able  to  give  assistance.  I 
was  particularly  anxious  to  get  the  as- 
sistance of  Mr.  Shaw  Leferre  and  Mr. 
J.  K.  Cross,  the  late  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India.  I  had  several  commu- 
nications with  Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre  and 
Mr.  J.  K.  Cross ;  but,  unfortunately,  I 
was  unable  to  persuade  these  Gentle- 
men to  join  the  Commission.  Mr.  J.  K. 
OroBB,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  besides  other 
things,  was  prevented  by  the  state  of  his 
health  from  undertaking  the  task;  and 
I  was  unable  to  persuade  Mr.  Shaw 
Lefevre  that  it  would  be  safe  and  proper 
for  him  and  some  of  bis  Friends  to  join 


in  the  inquiry.  Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre  did 
not  like  some  of  the  names  proposed ; 
he  did  not  like  the  appearance  of  the 
Commission  ;  and  be  declined,  and  other 
Members  of  the  late  Government  also 
declined,  to  join  in  the  imdertaking.  I 
very  much  regret  that  this  is  the  case  ; 
because,  wheUier  it  is  on  account  of  the 
action  of  the  Members  of  Her  Majesty's 
tate  Government,  or  for  any  other 
reason,  I  hare  certainly  failed  to  obtain 
the  co-operation  of  a  good  many  Gentle- 
men whom  I  was  earnestly  desirous  to 
enlist  in  this  cause,  and  who  I  think 
would  have  rendered  good  service.  I  do 
not  know  that  I  should  do  any  harm  in 
mentioning  the  names  of  those  to  whom 
I  have  applied,  but  who  are  unable  to 
attend.  They  are — Sir  Hussey  Vivian, 
M.F.,  who  on  account  of  other  engage- 
ments was  unable  to  serve ;  Mr.  Slagg, 
the  Member  for  Manchester;  Mr.  Hib- 
bert,  M.P. ;  Mr.  Goschen,  M.P. ;  Mr. 
W.  E.  Forater,  M.P. ;  Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre, 
M.P.;  Mr.  J.  K.  Cross,  M.P. ;  Mr. 
Courtjiey,  M.P. ;  and  Mr.  Norwood, 
M.P.  All  those  Gentlemen,  many  of 
whom  would  be  of  very  great  advantage 
to  us  in  conducting  this  inquiry,  declined 
to  serve  on  the  Commission,  and  I  am 
extremely  sorry  that  it  is  so.  However, 
we  have  gone  on  as  well  as  we  could  in 
the  difficult  circumstances  in  which  we 
were  placed ;  and  I  have  now,  I  will  not 
say  absolutely  completed  the  list,  be- 
cause there  are  still  one  or  two  from 
whom  I  have  not  yet  received  answers, 
and  it  is  not  quite  fair  to  judge  of  the 
Commission  unless  you  give  their  names 
as  a  whole.  Still,  I  think  I  should  be 
doing  right  if  I  were  to  give  the  names 
of  those  who  have  accepted.  My  noble 
Friend  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  (the  Earl  of  Dunraven)  has 
undertaken  to  serve  with  us  on  the  Com- 
mission. I  will  take  the  others  alpha- 
betically, though  they  will  come  in 
rather  a  miscellaneous  order.  First, 
there  is  Mr.  Aird,  who  is  a  partner  in 
the  firm  of  Messrs.  Lucas  and  Aird,  who 
are  large  employers  of  labour,  and  will 
have  the  means  of  obtaining  a  great 
deal  of  information.  Then  comes  Sir 
James  AlIport,'tbe  late  general  manager 
of  the  Midland  Railway,  whose  position 
naturally  gives  him  great  opportunity 
of  afFordiug  ua  information,  and  telling 
us  where  we  can  find  the  right  persona 
to  examine  out  of  the  Midland  district. 
Then  there  are  Mr.  Lionel  Cohen,  who 
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IB  a  Gentleroan  of  large  finaDcial  know- 
ledge ;  Mr.  Corry,  M.P.,  a  shipowner  of 
Belfast;  Mr.  Jackson^  tbe  Member  for 
Leeds ;  Mr.  David  Dale,  of  Darlington, 
who  was  strongly  recommended  pn  ac- 
count of  hia  connection  with  the  iron 
trade;  Mr.  Ecroyd,  M.P.  for  Preston; 
Mr.  W.  Fowler,  the  Member  for  Cam- 
bridge, who  has  had  large  banking  ex- 
perience ;  Mr-  Henry  H.  Gibbs,  whom 
we  invited  on  account  of  his  financial 
knowledge,  and  on  account  of  his  ser- 
vices being  especiallj  valuable  in  con- 
nection with  the  poseibility  of  the  mone- 
tary question  being  one  of  those  to  be 
inquired  into.  We  have,  also,  Mr. 
Houldsworth,  the  Member  for  Manches- 
ter (I  should  have  taken  the  Liberal 
Member,  Mr.  Slagg,  but  find  him  un- 
able to  accept) ;  Hr.  Jamieeon,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  ijcotcfa  Society  of  Account- 
ants, a  man  who  knows  as  much  of  Scot- 
land as  any  man,  and  who  rendered 
great  services  in  the  winding-up  of  the 
City  of  Glasgow  Bank,  has  accepted  the 
invitation ;  Mr.  Neville  Lubbook,  who 
is  connected  with  the  sugar  trade,  and  a 
brother,  I  believe,  of  Sir  John  Lubbock ; 
Hir  Louis  Mallet— I  think  I  may  men- 
tion him  as  being  likely  to  join,  although 
he  has  not  definitely  accepted;  Mr. 
Muntz,  the  Member  for  North  Warwick- 
shire i  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor,  a  Gentle- 
man of  great  ability,  as  those  who  have 
seen  him  in  the  House  of  Commons  are 
well  aware ;  Mr.  Pearce,  of  Messrs. 
Elder  and  Co.,  the  Glasgow  shipbuilders; 
Mr.  Inglis  Palgrave,  who  is,  or  was  till 
lately,  editor  of  TA»  EconomUt,  and  has 
paid  much  attention  to  financial  ques- 
tions ;  Mr.  C.  M,  Palmer,  the  Member 
for  North  Durham,  who  is  a  larg^  ship- 
owner; Professor  Bonamy  Price,  and 
Mr.  Storey,  the  Memberfor  Sunderland. 
Those  are  the  Qentlemon  who  have  con- 
sented to  serve  on  the  Commission,  and 
I  will  also  endeavour  to  get  one  or  two 
working  men  to  join  the  Commission. 
Mr.  Birtwhistle,  Secretary  to  the 
Weavers'  Association,  will,  I  believe, 
■erve,  and  I  am  endeavouring  to  get 
another.  That  is  the  position  in  which 
the  Commission  stands,  and  I  have  in- 
vited the  Gentlemen  I  have  named  to 
meet  me  at  a  preliminary  meeting  in 
the  course  of  this  week  in  order  to  con- 
sider how  we  are  going  to  work.  I 
propose  to  lay  before  them  a  Paper 
which  I  am  about  to  lay  on  the  Table — 
it  JR  a  Kfemorandum  upon  the  course  of 
The  Earl  of  mttJtigh 


the  inquiry,  tbe  objects  we  have  in  view, 
and  the  manner  in  which  that  inquiry 
can  best  be  carried  out.  It  will  depend 
upon  these  Gentlemen  how  far  it  may 
be  desirable  to  accept,  and  how  far  to 
modify,  that  programme.  1  believe,  on 
the  whole,  it  will  be  found  most  con- 
venient to  put  out  a  well-selected  body 
of  questions,  to  have  them  distributed 
as  widely  as  possible,  and  then,  having 
received  replies  to  those  questions,  and 
taken  official  evidence,  we  shall  he  much 
guided  aa  to  the  nature  of  the  rest  of 
our  inquiry.  It  seems  to  me  there  are 
large  and  important  questions  upon 
which  we  may  easily  do  good  work. 
Among  others,  it  will  be  found  that  our 
information  with  regard  to  the  horns 
trade  of  the  country  is  verr  imperfect, 
though  our  information  with  regard  to 
foreign  trade  is  tolerably  good.  I  believe 
we  shall  be  able  to  obtain  considerable 
improvement  as  to  the  mode  of  collect- 
ing information  about  our  home  trade 
by  the  labours  of  the  Commission.  I 
hope  the  Commission  will  work  in  the 
spirit  in  which  it  is  appointed.  It  is  not 
appointed  in  any  Party  spirit  to  support 
any  foregone  conclusion.  It  is  appoint«d 
for  the  purpose  of  investigating  a  state 
of  things  materially  affecting  the  people 
of  the  country,  which  has  now  continued 
long  enough  to  make  it  really  a  matter 
of  importance  that  we  should  inquire 
how  far  it  is  possible  to  guide  the  course 
of  eveots,  and  prevent  disasters  with 
which  we  are  threatened.  I  believe  we 
are  taking  tho  wisest  course  in  entering 
boldly  upon  a  formal,  but  a  lai^e  and 
comprehensive  inquiry.  There  is  a  sort 
of  disposition  in  some  quarters  to  cry 
out  that  we  are  interfering  with  the 
doctrines  of  Free  Trade.  What  the 
doctrines  of  Free  Trade  or  the  nature 
of  the  inquiry  may  be — these  are  ques- 
tions which  I  do  not  think  it  necessary 
to  go  into  now.  If  those  doctrines  are 
as  sound  as  I  believe  they  are  they 
will  be  supported,  and  will  come  well 
out  of  any  inquiry  which  may  take  place, 
and  be  strengthened  by  it.  But  I  do 
not  think  you  will  improve  the  position 
which  Free  Traders  seem  to  desire  to 
take  up  by  declining  to  go  into  an 
inquiry  lest  it  should  disclose  some  in- 
convenient results.  They  cry  "  Great  is 
Diana  of  tho  Ephesians,"  as  if  that  wore 
all  that  could  be  said,  and  as  if  we  were 
to  abstain  from  altering  or  interfering 
with  the  established  state  of  things.     4 
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hope  and  trust  that  wh&t  I  have  said 
maj  be  understood  as  intended  to  repte- 
Bent  the  spirit  in  which  we  shall  proceed ; 
and  although  we  have  not  met  with  that 
support  from  onr  FredeeeasorB  which  I 
think  we  might  reasonably  have  ex- 
pected, yet  I  hope  we  shall  receive  the 
assistance  of  all  classeB  in  this  great 
national  undertaking. 

Eahl  GEANVILLE  :  My  Lords,  be- 
lieving that  it  is  not  desirable  to  ap- 
point this  Commission,  and  that  it  will 
lead  to  no  actual  or  practical  results,  I 
entertain  the  same  objections  to  its  ap- 
pointment which  I  expressed  when  the 
noble  Earl  opposite  (the  Earl  of  Dun- 
raven),  who  was  then  sitting  on  the 
Cross  Benches,  brought  forward  the 
subject  at  considerable  length  at  an 
earlier  period  of  the  Session.  At  that 
time  I  offered  what  I  thought  was 
a  complete  and  conclusive  argument 
against  the  appointment  of  the  Com- 
mission ;  for  aU  that  part  of  my  speech 
was  almost  a  verbatim  repetition  of  what 
the  late  Earl  of  Beaconsfield  said  when 
an  exactly  similar  Motion  was  raised 
some  years  ago.  That  noble  Earl  then 
denounced  the  idea  of  such  a  Commis- 
sion, OB  the  ground  that  it  had  no  spe- 
cific object,  and  that  its  labours  weienot 
likelytolead  to  any  practical  result.  The 
noble  Earl  opposite  (the  Earl  of  Iddes- 
leigh)  has  certainly  not  given  us  any 
deGnite  object;  on  the  contrary,  he  de- 
precates its  having  any  pre-arranged 
objects,  and  says  Uiat  it  is  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  collecting  information. 
I  cannot,  however,  quite  forget  the  line 
taken  up  by  the  noble  Earl  opposite  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
(the  Earl  of  Dunraren).  A  personal  and 
political  Friend  of  mine  said  that  the 
noble  Marquess  opposite  (the  Marquess 
of  Salisbury)  would  never  consent  to  tax 
foreign  manufactures.  I  am  not  quite 
so  sure  about  that.  As  I  understand  the 
distinction,  the  noble  Marquess  would 
desire  to  tax  foreign  manufacturers,  in 
order  to  nee  it  as  a  weapon  to  obtain 
Free  Trade  from  other  countries.  In  that 
he  differs  from  the  noble  Earl  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  whoso 
view  was  that  we  should  have  a  new 
commercial  system  by  which  the  Revenue 
should  gain  by  the  taxation  of  foreign 
manufactures.  Of  the  two  I  rather  prefer 
the  view  of  the  noble  Earl  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State,  because,  after  all, 
that  is  a  new  fiscal  arrangement,  which 
VOL.   CCC.     [xninD  seeieb.] 


has  some  element  of  certainty  about  it  ,* 
whereas  the  noble  Marquess's  plan  has 
this  great  disadvantage,  that  it  intro< 
duces  uncertainty  by  its  very  character. 
It  would  create  a  new  vested  interest  in 
this  country,  protected  by  the  temporary 
means  it  proposes,  which  would  have  to 
be  compensated  when  those  means  were 
withdrawn.  With  regard  to  the  prac- 
tical character  of  the  Commission,  the 
noble  Earl  opposite  (the  Earl  of  Iddes- 
leigh)  has  mentioned  a  vast  number  of 
important  subjects  into  which  the  Com- 
missioners are  to  inquire,  and  I  can  con- 
ceive that  such  an  Inquiry  will  last  one 
or,  more  probably,  two  years.  But,  on 
the  other  nand,  I  have  read  in  Th»  Stan- 
dard of  this  day  a  letter  which  purports 
to  be  an  answer  by  the  noble  Marquess 
to  a  congratulatory  Besolution  from  the 
Conservative  Working  Men's  Associa- 
tion of  Kirkdale.  In  the  letter  the  As- 
sociation is  informed  that  Lord  Salis- 
bury trusts  that  when  the  General 
Election  is  over,  it  may  be  found  that 
the  efforts  of  the  Conservative  Govern- 
ment to  restore  peace  to  their  country 
and  a  more  healthy  and  prosperous  con- 
dition to  its  trade  may  not  have  proved 
unsuccessful.  I  will  not  go  into  the 
question  of  restoring  peace;  but  with 
regard  to  the  question  of  restoring 
a  more  healthy  and  prosperous  con- 
dition of  trade,  if  the  noblo  Marquess 
has  gotinhia  pocket  the  secret  for  bring- 
ing about  that  beneficent  result  in  three 
or  four  months,  what  on  earth  is  the  use 
of  proposing  a  Commission  of  Inquiry 
whose  labours  may  probably  last  a  year 
or  two  ?  No  doubt,  we  must  allow  for 
a  certain  amount  of  laxity  and  latitude 
before  an  Election  in  tiie  aseuranoes 
given  to  constituencies ;  but  if  the 
noble  Marquess  can  assure  the  work- 
ing men  of  Kirkdale  of  the  restora- 
tion of  a  more  healthy  and  prosper- 
ous condition  of  trade,  the  position 
of  the  Government  renlly  appears  to 
require  some  explanation.  With  re- 
gard to  the  composition  of  the  Commis- 
sion, the  noble  Earl  opposite  epok«  vritlt 
the  utmost  courtesy  of  those  Gentlemen 
— some  of  them  of  great  eminence — to 
whom  application  had  been  made  to 
serve,  but  who  had  declined  to  do  so ; 
but  yet  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  at  Bath, 
on  Saturday,  made  something  like  a 
direct  attack  upon  Gentlemen  who  had 
declined  to  servo  on  the  Commission, 
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and  whom  he  aooused  of  something  like 
want  of  patriotic  conduct,  and  of  refus- 
ing  to  join  beoauao  they  did  not  believa 
that  they  could  maintain  those  eoono- 
mical  doctrines  which  they  had  sap- 
portod  all  their  lives.  For  my  own 
part,  I  have  no  buainess  to  represent 
Mr.  0\>Bchen  ;  but  do  your  Lordships — 
does  the  noble  Earl  oppoute — really  be- 
lieve that  Mr.  Qoaohen  is  a  man  who  in 
any  way  shirks  a  public  duty  which  he 
thinks  he  can  effioiently  carry  out,  oi 
that  he  is  a.  man  who,  at  this  moment, 
is  likely  to  fsel  utterly  unable  to  defend 
those  eoonomical  principles  of  which  he 
is  one  of  the  strongest  supporters  ?  As 
to  Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre  and  Mr.  J.  £. 
Gross,  can  eitherthenoble  Earl  opposite  or 
any  of  your  Lordships  so  think  of  either 
of  those  Gentlemen  ?  I  have  had  some 
communications  with  them  on  this  sub- 

{'set,  and  so  far  troxa  their  having  abso- 
utely  decided  not  to  serve  on  the  Com- 
mission, they  were  very  ready  to  consider 
the  question  whether  they  should  do  so 
if  they  were  asked ;  but  they  naturally 
wished  to  know  what  was  to  be  the 
scope  of  the  Oommission,  and,  what 
they  thought  to  be  equally  impor- 
tant, what  was  to  be  its  constitutioa; 
and  I  think  it  is  a  source  of  some 
anxiety  to  them  that  they  find  it  impos- 
sible to  serve.  I  am  talking  rather  ofiF- 
hand  now;  but  I  think  these  Qentle- 
men  found  that  the  Hst  ofnames  which 
the  noble  Earl  submitted  to  them  in- 
cluded seven  or  eight  Qentlemen  pro- 
fessedly Fair  Traders,  or,  as  I  prefer  to 
call  them,  Protectionists ;  that  the  large 
majority  of  them  were  Oonservatives  ; 
and  that  the  rest  were  oomposed 
of  local  Qentlemen  representing  trade 
and  manufactore.  I  am  not  at  all  sur- 
prised that  they  did  not  think  that  was 
a  right  Commission,  or  one  that  would 
commend  itsell'  to  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence of  the  whole  country;  and  I  think 
they  were  equally  right  in  thinking  that 
the  burden  should  not  be  thrown  upon 
them  of  defending,  whether  they  are  right 
OTwrong,  the  received  and  acknowledged 
doctrines  which  underlie  our  fiscal  ar- 
rangements. I  think  they  were  right 
in  the  course  they  took ;  but,  if  it  was 
not  so,  I  should  like  to  ask  the  noble 
Earl  opposite  to  state  how  many  Mem- 
bers of  the  present  Qovemment  were 
asked  to  serve  on  another  Boyal  Com- 
mission, with  a  very  definite  object,  in 
reference  to  merchant  shipping  and 
Earl  Granvilk 
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shipbnilding,  and  how  many  aco^ted 
or  declined  the  invitation?  I  must  re- 
peat that  I  am  only  concerned  to  show 
that  no  blame  whatever  attaches  to 
those  Gentlemen  who,  after  a  due  and 
confidential  consideratioD,  determined 
that  it  was  no  part  of  their  public  duty 
to  go  into  a  Commission  which  they 
very  much  feared  would  not  he  satis- 
factory, and  which  would  not  command 
the  confidence  which  it  was  so  deeirable 
such  a  Commission  should  enjoy. 

The  Marquess  op  SALISBUKY  :  My 
Lords,  the  speech  of  the  noble  Eaii 
opposite  (Earl  Qranville)  would  almost 
convey  the  idea  that  the  questioa  be- 
fore Uie  Hoose  was  rather  what  my 
opinions  were,  than  whether  the  ap- 
pointments upon  the  Boyal  Commisaion 
were  good.  I  am  always  much  inte- 
rested in  and  even  complimented  by  any 
remarks  of  the  noble  Earl  upon  my 
opinions,  although  he  may  take  objec- 
tion to  them  ;  but  I  am  bound  to  say  I 
do  not  see  what  they  have  to  do  with 
the  Boyal  Commission  in  question.  I 
am  not  a  Member  of  it,  and  I  shall  not 
have  the  slightest  influence  in  guiding 
this  Inquiry  to  its  results.  The  noble 
Earl  referred  to  something  I  said  in  a 
past  debate.  Now,  it  is  a  matter  of 
perfect  indifference  to  the  objects  of 
the  Commission  what  opinions  I  may 
have  expressed  in  some  past  debate.  I 
may  have  espressed  such  an  opinion  as 
that  to  which  the  noble  Earl  has  re- 
ferred  in  some  past  debate.  I  do  not 
rememberit;  but  I  gather  from  him  that 
my  ofi'enoe  in  that  debate  was,  that  I 
reoommended  some  measures  which 
would  have  had  the  effect  of  oaosing  a. 
temporary  increase  in  portions  of  the 
tariff,  and,  therefore,  of  creating  & 
number  of  vested  interests,  and  when 
that  increase  of  the  tariff  was  aban- 
doned, those  vested  interests  would,  in 
some  way  or  other,  have  olaimed  com- 
pensation. If  the  noble  Earl  is  pre- 
pared to  lay  down,  as  a  principle,  that 
an  increase  of  the  tariff  is  always  to  he 
condemned,  unless  the  Minister  who 
recommends  it  will  guarantee  its  per- 
manence, I  must  leave  him  to  settle  his 
dispute  with  all  the  Ministers  of  Finance 
who  have  existed  in  this  country  during* 
the  present  century.  They  have  often 
made  an  increase  of  the  tariff  for  a 
particular  purpose,  and  with  a  definite, 
hut  limited,  object,  without  any  inten- 
tion that   the  increase  should  be  per- 
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masent.  I  hare  never  before  heard 
tbat  BQob  a  course  was  condemned  on 
account  of  th.e  vested  interests  which 
might  possibly  arise  during  the  tem- 
porary extsteneo  of  the  tariff,  which 
it  was  intended  ultimately  to  reduce. 
There  is  another  quotation  which  the 
noble  Earl  gave,  I  think  rather  laxly, 
from  some  letter  which  I  was  supposed 
to  have  written. 

Eakl  GBAN7ILLK :  I  have  the 
words  written  here. 

The  Mabqdess  of  SALISBUET  :  I 
do  not  remember  the  words.  No  doubt, 
what  I  was  referring  to,  when  I  ex- 
pressed a  hope  that  tbe  iuSnence  of  the 
present  Oovernment  might  be  beneficial 
to  the  recovery  of  trade,  was  the  hope 
that  the  principles  upon  which  we 
shall  advise  Her  Majesty  to  carry  on 
the  Oovernment  wonid  have  the  effect 
of  giving  that  confidence  abroad  and  at 
home  which  is  the  very  life  of  prosperity 
and  industry  in  this  country ;  and,  we 
believe,  through  that  means,  and  not 
through  any  special  legislative  measure, 
very  definite  and  real  benefit  may  be 
conferred,  by  a  new  system  of  policy, 
upon  the  trade  and  industry  of  the 
country.  That  was  the  idea  which  I 
probably  had  in  my  head  when  I  was 
writing  the  worde  to  which  the  noble 
Earl  refers.  But  it  is  really  fatuous 
to  occupy  time  in  considering  what  in- 
fluence my  individual  opinions  may  have 
upon  this  important  Commission.  I  will 
only  say  a  word  as  to  what  is  really  the 
main  question  raised  before  your  Lord- 
ships, which  is,  whether  we  are  to  think 
that  these  Liberal  authorities,  who  have 
come  to  a  kind  of  agreement  to  "  Boy- 
cott "  this  Boyal  Commission,  have  ful- 
filled their  duty  as  statesmen  ia  so  doing. 
Of  course,  we  could  not  take  any  one 
man  and  say  it  is  his  duty  to  serve  upon 
a  Commission,  for  he  may  have  otber 
engagements ;  but  when  we  find  a  con- 
siderable number  of  distinguished  men 
of  the  same  political  colour  refusing  to 
serve,  and  when  we  know,  what  is  a 
matter  of  public  notoriety,  that  the  word 
was  passed  along  not  to  go  on  the  Boyal 
Commission,  I  think  we  have  a  right  to 
inquire  whether  such  an  attitude  to- 
w^s  the  inquiry  is  justified  by  prin- 
dplee  which  generally  actuate  English 
statesmen;  whether  it  would  not  bave 
been,  perhaps,  more  patriotic  if  they 
had  put  into  their  pockets  all  considera- 
tion of  the  fact  that  this  C'ommission 
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had  been   set  on   foot   by  their   ad- 


versaries, or  contained  people  with 
whom  they  might  not  agree ;  and 
whether  it  would  not  have  been  better 
to  have  addressed  themselves  in  concert 
with  other  men,  not  only  politicians, 
but  men  of  business,  merchants,  and 
manufacturers,  and  men  of  grest 
authority,  to  find  out  whether  all 
the  sufferings  our  people  have  been 
going  through  are  really  unavoid- 
able, or  whether  there  is  not  in 
it  some  cause  which  we  may  discover 
and  lay  before  Parliament,  and  for 
which  Parliament  may  find  a  remedy. 
It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  so  great  an 
object  that,  considering  the  suffering 
that  has  been  undergone,  and  is  so 
general,  considering  that  the  interests 
of  tbis  country  which  are  jeopardized 
are  so  serious  and  enormous,  all  those 
petty  considerations  of  what  Forty  has 
set  the  Commission  on  foot,  or  as  to 
what  partizans  were  upon  it,  should  have 
been  rejected  by  men  of  the  character 
and  position  alluded  to  by  the  noble 
Earl.  I  was  surprised  to  hear  the 
noble  Earl  give,  as  a  reason  for  their 
refusal,  that  they  found  the  composition 
of  it  was  such  that  they  could  not  serve 
on  it  with  advantage.  If  I  understood 
my  noble  Friend  (the  Earl  of  Iddesleigh) 
aright,  I  beheve  it  is  the  fact  that  these 
statesmen  were  asked  in  the  first  in- 
stance, so  that  it  was  impossible  fbr 
them  to  say  what  the  composition  of 
the  Commission  would  he,  and  to  give 
that  as  a  reason.  If,  in  consequence  of 
their  refusal  to  serve,  there  was  a  very 
small  admixture  of  the  Liberal  element 
on  the  Commission,  I  cannot  think  that 
that  is  an  ai^ument  to  justify  their  own 
abstention.  Is  their  own  abstention  a 
justification  of  their  own  abstention? 
The  Commission  does  not  contain  a 
large  Liberal  element,  because  they  in- 
sisted upon  stayicg  away.  Then  they 
point  to  the  Commission,  and  say  there 
are  no  Liberal  statesmen  there.  I  am 
surprised  the  noble  E^rl  should  adopt 
such  an  argument.  The  Commission 
contains  many  representative  men  of  all 
descriptionB,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  regret 
that  it  does  not  contain  Liberal  states- 
men to  any  extent.  The  noble  Earl  has 
stated,  aa  some  sort  of  reproach,  that 
the  Commission  contains  men  connected 
with  business  in  various  localities.  I 
should  have  thought  they  were  the  men 
most  wanted  on  a  Commission  of  this 
3D?  0<^\C 
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Bort  to  investigate  trade  queationB,  and 
to  tell  us  where  the  evil  ia.  "ULy  Lords, 
I  believe  that  the  Commission  is  very 
fairly  constituted.  There  are  on  it,  no 
doubt,  a  certain  number — a  small  num- 
ber— of  those  who  are  connected  with 
the  opinions  described  as  those  of  "  Fair 
Trade ; "  there  are  on  it  some  stout 
champions  of  the  orthodox  doctrine  of 
Free  Trade  ;  and  there  are  on  it  a  con- 
siderable number  of  Gentlemen  with 
regard  to  whom  you  cannot  say  before- 
hand that  they  have  any  strong  or  pre- 
conceived opinions,  but  who  will  afive 
their  judgment  and  verdict  according 
to  the  facta  which  are  brought  before 
them.  There  are  some  of  the  most 
eminent  mercantile  and  industrial  men 
in  the  country  on  the  Commission,  and 
I  believe  that  their  names  will  attract 
the  confidence  of  their  oouatrymea,  who 
desire  that  the  Commission  ^ould  con- 
sist,  not  of  illustrious  statesmen,  but  of 
men  who  are  competent  to  examine  into 
the  matter  which  is  referred  to  them, 
and  who  will  give  a  true,  a  fair,  and  an 
impartial  verdict,  untrammelled  by  any 
preconceived  opinion,  on  the  facte  laid 
before  them;  and  that  I  believe  they 
will  do. 

EiaL  GEANVILLE :  My  Lords,  in 
explanation,  I  would  say  that  the  noble 
Marquess  opposite  [the  Marquess  of 
Salisbury)  has  defended  the  one-sided- 
nesB  of  the  Commission  on  the  ground, 
among  others,  that  Mr.  Bhaw  Lefevre 
and  Mr.  J.  E.  Cross,  when  asked  to 
serve  upon  it,  refused  to  do  bo  before 
they  knew  who  their  Colleagues  would 
be.  At  that  time,  however,  they  had 
not  refused ;  but  they  naturally  wished 
to  know  what  the  constitution  of  the 
Commission  would  be,  and  a  long  list 
of  17  or  16  names,  most  of  which  have 
been  just  mentioned  by  the  noble  Earl 
opposite  (the  Earl  of  Iddesleigh),  was 
suDmitted  to  them,  giving  this  enormous 
prepDuderaiioe  to  Conservatives  and 
Fair  Traders  on  the  Commission.  The 
noble  Marquess  opposite  is  wrong  in 
Bupposing  that  I  spoke  with  contempt 
of  the  manufacturers  of  this  country,  of 
whom  I  am  one ;  but  it  ia  the  case  that 
I  have  condemned  the  composition  of 
the  CommisBion  as  a  whole  ;  and  even 
assuming  that  all  the  manufacturers  on 
the  Commission  were  neutral,  there  will 
stilt  be  an  enormous  preponderance  of 
professed  Fair  Traders  and  of  Oon- 
BervativeB  upon  it,  for  those  who  cannot 
Till  jifarpuas  of  Sulitbury 
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be  described  as  Free  Traders  may  be 
assumed  to  come  under  one  or  other 
description. 

The  first  LOED  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (The  Earl  of  Iddesleigh):  I 
wish  to  make  an  explanation,  in  the 
first  place,  with  r^ard  to  what  the 
noble  Earl  opposite  (Earl  Granville) 
has  said  as  to  the  composition  of  the 
Commission,  when  some  of  the  Members 
of  the  late  Qovemment  were  asked  to 
join  it.  They  were  at  that  time  ex- 
pressly told  that  no  appointment  had 
been  made,  and  that  no  person  had 
been  spoken  to  on  the  subject,  with  the 
exception  of  my  noble  Friend  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (the 
Earl  of  Dunraven).  When  this  matter 
was  so  pnt  before  Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre 
and  Mr.  J.  K.  Cross,  I  explained  to 
them,  and  they  were  told,  that  we  had 
made  no  other  arrangements,  and  that  it 
was  quitepossibla  to  discuss  the  matter 
freely.  When  the  noble  Earl  says  that 
all  who  cannot  be  expressly  named  as 
Free  Traders  are  to  be  taken  as  Conser- 
vatives and  Fair  Traders,  I  do  not  know 
on  what  ground  he  makes  that  statement. 
As  regards  half  the  Members  of  the  Com- 
mission, at  least,  I  do  not  myself  know 
at  this  moment  whether  they  are  Fair 
Traders  or  not.  The  Members  of  the 
Commission  have  been  appointed  be- 
cause they  can  give  good  information  as 
to  the  trade  of  the  country.  I  do  not 
know,  for  instance,  whether  Sir  James 
Allport  is  a  Fair  Trader  or  not ;  but  a 
man  of  his  intelligence  and  experienee 
will  be  of  great  use  in  an  Inquiry  which 
is  to  give  us  good  information  as  to  the 
facts.  The  noble  Earl  assumes  that  every- 
one who  was  not  put  on  the  Commission 
expressly  for  the  purpose  of  fighting 
the  principles  of  Free  Trade  and  of 
cross-examining  the  statementa  on  the 
other  side,  is  to  be  reckoned  as  a  Fair 
Trader.  I  think  that  ia  a  great  error, 
and  I  extremely  regret  it.  I  do  not 
desire  by  these  observations  to  throw 
blame  upon  anybody,  but  I  wish  to  ex- 
plain the  peculiar  and  difSoult  position 
in  which  we  were  placed. 

EablGEANVILLE:  When  the  noble 
Earl  opposite  (the  Earl  of  Iddesleigh) 
first  communicated  with  the  two  Gentle- 
men I  have  mentioned,  it  is  no  doubt 
true  that  the  Members  of  the  Commis- 
sion were  not  actually  appointed ;  but 
the  noble  Earl  named  those  persons 
whom  it  was  proposed  to  ask  to  join  it, 
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aod  I  do  not  uoderatand  him  to  deny 
that  that  was  eo. 

The  first  LORD  of  thb  TEEA- 
eURT  (The  Earl  of  Iddeslkioh)  :  Yes, 
that  was  so ;  but  they  had  not,  either  of 
them,  bees  aaked,  and  they  knew  no- 
thing about  it.  If  I  bad  been  asked 
to  take  off  this  Gentleman's  name,  for 
instance,  and  put  on  another,  possibly 
I  might  have  done  bo. 

Lord  DENMAN  said,  Sir  James 
Allport  was  the  only  one  of  the  Com- 
nuBsioD  known  to  him,  and  no  man  had 
done  more  for  the  working'  classes ;  and 
as  the  Commissioners  would  neither  be 
paid  for  their  time,  nor  have  their 
travelling  expenses,  their  gratuitous  in- 
vestigations ought  to  be  treated  with 
respect,  and  not  with  icy  coldness  and 
contempt. 

lUemorandum  for  the  Royal  Commis* 
sion  on  the  Depression  of  Trade  end 
Industry  ;  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the 
House.— C?^  -ffi"-^  of  IddctUigh.) 

Uemorondnm  laid  before  the  House 
(pursuant  to  Order  of  this  day),  and  to 
he  printed.     (No.  247.) 

ARjnr-THE  ARMY  EESERVE— END  OF 
SERVICE  WITH  THE  C0L0DB8. 

qUESnON.       OBSKBVATIOKS. 

The  Makquess  of  LOTHIAN  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
For  what  length  of  time  it  is  proposed 
to  keep  the  Reserve  men  with  the 
Colours  ?  After  the  statements  which 
had  been  made  in  Parliament  an  to  their 
relations  with  Foreign  Powers,  it  did 
not  seem  at  all  probable  that  the  Ke- 
serre  men  would  be  called  upon  for 
active  service ;  and  it  was,  therefore, 
very  undesirable  to  keep  them  with  the 
Colours  for  no  definite  purpose.  Con- 
siderable expense  was  thereby  caused 
to  the  country,  much  hardship  to  the 
families  of  the  men,  and  great  inconve- 
nience, in  many  cases,  to  their  Civil  em- 
ployers— and  this  especially  would  have 
the  bad  effect  of  making  employers  of 
labour  hesitate  in  future  before  taking 
Reserve  men  into  their  service.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  the  noble  Earl 
would  be  able  to  give  some  assurance 
that  these  men  would  shortly  be  dis- 
missed to  their  homes. 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  the  COLONIES  (The  Earl 
of   Du:iRAV£:i),  who  replied,   said,  he 
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was  afraid  he  could  not  give  a  very 
satisfactory  answer  to  the  Question  in 
the  absence  of  his  noble  Friend  the 
Under  Secreta^  of  State  for  War.  Cir- 
cntsstances  had  changed  very  much  for 
the  better  since  the  Reserve  men  were 
called  out;  but  the  time  when  they 
could  be  dismissed  depended  upon  aU 
kinds  of  political  considerations,  and  it 
was  impossible  to  say  exactly  what  that 
data  would  be.  Her  Majesty's  Qorem- 
ment  fully  understood  the  inconvenience 
of  these  men  being  kept  from  their 
ordinary  occupations,  and  they  would 
not  be  detained  a  moment  longer  than 
the  neccessities  of  the  country  and  the 
requirements  of  the  Service  demanded. 

LABOURERS  (IRELAND)  (No  2)  BILL. 

{Tht  MttTqwia  of  Wattrferd.) 

(no  23S.)      REPORT. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  receiving  the 
Report  of  the  Amendments  read. 

3fov*d,  "That  the  Report  be  now  re- 
ceived."—( K*  Margum  of  Wattrford.) 

Earl  FORTESCUE  said,  he  would 
take  advantage  of  that  occasion  to  renew 
his  protest  against  the  further  develop- 
ment of  the  original  Act,  which  had 
more  than  verified  the  prediction  he 
ventured  to  make  as  to  its  probable 
operation,  founded,  as  it  was,  upon  an 
unsound  and  dangerous  principle,  and 
applied  to  a  state  of  society  peculiarly 
ilf-qualified  at  present  to  use  it  with 
fairness  and  discretion.  He  had  pre- 
dicted that  it  would  be  found  generally 
unworkable,  but,  where  applied,  would 
give  occasion  for  jobbery,  favouritism, 
and  spite. 

The  Earl  of  WZMTSS  said,  he  would 
divide  the  House  on  the  Bill  if  he  could 
hope  for  any  support.  So  dangerous  was 
the  precedent  of  the  Bill,  that  he  should 
be  anxious  to  divide  against  it  by  way 
of  protest.  He  believed  that  act  ion  should 
be  taken  to  prevent  the  dwellings  of  the 
labourersinlrelandbeingallowedtobeiB 
an  unsanitary  condition  without  resort- 
ing to  exceptional  legislation  of  this  cha- 
racter. The  action  of  the  State  should 
be  negative,  and  not  destructive.  The 
principle  of  the  Bill  was,  that  some  au- 
thority was  to  have  the  power  to  build 
and  repair  houses  out  of  the  rates,  and 
the  State  was  to  moke  advances  in  aid 
of  this  purpose. 
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The  Marouess  of  AVATEEFORD 
said,  be  must  be  allowed  to  explain  that 
he  bad  been  miannderstood  on  a  former 
occasion.  The  erection  of  bouses  v&s 
to  be  paid  for  out  of  tbe  rates,  without 
State  aid.  The  Treasury  was 
advances  to  be  paid  oS  in  a  certain  num- 
ber of  years.       

The  Eaul  of  WEMY8S  said,  that 
tbe  Treasury  was  to  make  advances,  it 
could  not  be  disputed  that  the  State  was 
to  come  forward.  He  therefore  wished 
to  know  where  the  money  set  aside  for 
tbe  purposes  of  the  Bill  was  to  be  ob- 
tained ?  He  would  also  like  to  be  in- 
formed why  tbe  same  principle  was  not 
to  be  applied  to  Engird  and  Scotland  I 
He  would  aek,  was  not  the  same  prin> 
ciple  capable  of  adoption  in  regard  to 
the  labourers  in  Scotland  and  England  ? 
Tbe  principle  of  the  Bill  was  one  that 
might  estond  very  far ;  and  in  a  very 
few  months  or  years  it  might  be  ap- 
plied not  only  to  Ireland,  but  to  England 
and  Scotland,  to  country  and  to  town. 

Thb  JiABOiTEss  OF  WATERFOED 
said,  that  the  speech  which  they  had 
just  listened  to  ought  to  have  been  made 
in  tbe  year  1833,  when  the  principle  of 
the  Bill  was  agreed  to  in  that  House. 
He  maintained  that  the  Bill  was  a  neces- 
sity, and  he  desired  to  see  it  passed.  The 
Act  of  1883  certainly  contained  what 
was  at  the  time  a  most  novel  principle ; 
but  as  the  Act  had  been  kept  continually 
dangling  before  the  eyes  of  the  Irish 
people,  and  ^e  it  was  impossible  that 
that  Act  could  work  in  its  present  con- 
dition, it  was  right  to  pass  the  Bill  in 
order  that  the  principle  recognized  by 
their  Lordships  in  16S3  might  not  be 
fruitless.  Even  from  the  point  of  view 
of  his  noble  Friend  (the  Earl  of  Wemyes) 
the  Bill  was  better  than  its  predecessor, 
tor  it  was  more  economical  in  its  nature, 
that  Act  having  proved  to  he  unwork- 
able in  consequence  of  the  enormous 
expenditure  which  it  entailed.  He  (the 
Marquess  of  Waterford)  was  very  much 
in  favour  of  improving  the  housing  of 
the  Irish  labourers.  If  their  Lordships 
had  seen  the  houses  in  which  many 
Irishmen  lived,  they  would  feel  strongly 
1  the  subject.     He  was  very  aniious 
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Earl  POETESCUE  said,  be  had  not 
merelv  protested  against,  but  had  moved 
the  rejectioa  of,  the  Bill  of  1883. 

On  Question  ?  Their  Lordships  di- 
vided:— Contents  43;  Kol-Contents  5: 
Majority  38. 

Retohtd  in  the  e^rmetive. 

Report  reerictd  accordingly. 

Clause  16  (Powers  of  tbe  sanitary 
authority  relative  to  purchase  existing 
cottages,  and  allot  land  to  existing  cot- 
tages). 

The  Marquess  of  WATERFOED 
moved  an  Amendment  to  the  clause, 
providing  that  the  purchases  of  cottages 
or  plots  of  land  to  be  put  in  repair  for 
the  accommodation  of  labourers  should 
be  "  by  agreement." 

Amendment  moved,  in  page  8,  line  9, 
aft«r("  may"),  insert  ("by  agreement"). 
—in»  Marquui  •/  JTaUrford.) 

The  Earl  op  MILLTOWN  asked 
what  provision  waa  made  for  the  protec- 
tion of  landlords?  Who  was  to  ne  tbe 
judge  whether  the  cottage  was  in  a  bad 
state  of  repair  or  not  ? 

The  Marquess  of  WATERFOED, 
in  reply,  said,  that  the  rules  were  very 
stringent  as  to  tbe  Court  of  Appeal.  In 
the  first  instance,  tbe  Local  Government 
Board  would  decide  as  to  the  adoption 
of  the  scheme  when  put  by  the  local 
Sanitary  Authority.  The  noble  Earl, 
he  was  sure,  felt  confidence  in  the  Local 
Qovernment  Board;  but  any  luidlord, 
not  being  satisfied,  and  who  desired, 
could  appeal  to  the  Lord  lieutenant 
and  the  Privy  Council.  He  (the  Mar- 
quesa  of  Waterford)  thought  that  their 
interests.wsre  perfectly  safe  in  the  bands 
"  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 
Earl  FOETESCUE  said,  that  bad 
sanitary  arrangements  in  towns  were 
much  more  injurious  than  in  the  coun- 
tiy.  The  proportion  of  deaths  from 
zymotic  diseases,  which  were  due  chiefly 
to  bad  sanitary  conditions,  wasone-tbit^ 
less  in  Gonnaught  than  in  Ulster  or 
LeJnster,  because,  though  the  dwelhnga 
themselves  were  genersJly  much  worse, 
they  were  also  generally  more  scattered. 
The  sanilaT7  condition  of  the  rural  dis- 


that  tbe  Bill  should  pass,  for  he  believed    tricte  ia  Ireland  was  not  bad,  though 


it  would  be  a  great  boon  to  the  Irish 
labourer ;  and,  besides,  it  was  ebeaper  to 
lease  a  piece  of  land  than  to  buy  the  fee 
simple  of  it,  and  the  Bill  would  save  the 
rates  instead  of  increasing  them. 


that  of  the  towns  was  very  had ;  neither 
was  the  death-rate  nearly  so  high  among 
the  labourers  in  that  country  as  it  waa 
amongst  the  operatives  in  tbe  great 
manofaoturing  centres  in  England. 
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Amendment  agrttd  to  ,■  wordi  inurhd 
BccoTdingly. 

Clauee,  as  amended,  offrwd  to. 

Clftaee  19  (Uiicellaneoua  amendments 
of  Aofc  of  1«83.     46  &  47  Vio.  o.  60). 

Lord  "VENTET,  who  had  the  follow- 
ing Amendment  upon  the  Paper: — In 
paee9.1ine  42,  leave  out  from  ("The") 
to  ("  time  ")  in  line  43,  and  insert — 

("The  adrortiMmentB  mentionsd  in  Bsction 
seven  of  tbs  L&bouTen  (Irelsnd)  Act,  18S3,  may 
be  published  in  one  of  the  tnoDtlu  of  March, 
Apn],  and  Majr,") 
said,  he  did  not  intend  to  move  it. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  House) 
withdrawn. 

Clause  agrted  to. 

On  the  Uotion  of  The  Uarquess  of 
Waterfoed,  the  following  clause  itutrlid 
after  Clause  23  : — 

(Set  off  of  tent  against  mtos.) 
"  Any  peraon  indebted  to  a  board  of  ^ar- 
djftiu  in  respect  of  poor  rate  for  property  situate 
■  — -—  ij)  whom  Buch  board  of  guardians, 

ity  aa  sanitary  authority,  t 
t  for  any  land  held  by  thi 
a  tami  of  yean  under  this  Aot  in  that 
may  set  off  against  ths  sum  so   due  by  mm 
for  rates  the  sum  due  to  him  for  rent  as  alvTQ- 

Bill  to  be  read  3'  To-morrow:  and  to 
he  printed,  as  amended.    (No.  245.) 

CRIMINAL  LAW  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

{The  Earl  Btauchamp.) 

(NO.   242.)      OONSIOEBAIION  OF  OOMUONS* 

AUKMClCEIfTB. 

Thu  paymaster  general  ^arl 
Bbatjohaup),  in  moving  that  the  Com- 
mons' Amendments  in  the  Bill  he  con- 
sidered, said,  that  the;  were  not  nearly 
BO  formidable  as  they  would  appear  to 
be  from  their  bulk  on  the  Paper  of 
Business,  a  large  portion  of  them  con- 
sisting chiefly  of  a  redrafting  of  the 
pTovisions.  A  Select  Committee  of  their 
Lwdshipe'  House  sat  on  the  subject  in 
1881  and  1882,  and  took  much  evidence. 
The  reenlt  was  that  in  18B8  a  Bill  was 
brought  into  that  House  by  a  noble  Earl 
not  now  present  (the  Earl  of  Dalhousie). 
A  great  deal  of  discussion  took  place 
upon  it ;  but  the  circumstances  of  that 
year  prevented  the  Bill  jrom  being  con- 
sidered in  the  House  of  Oommone,  and 
it  was  dropped.  In  1684  the  Bill  was 
again  introduced  in  their  Lordships' 
Uoose  and  passed ;  it  was  sent  down  to 
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the  Commons  and  coneidered  in  some  of 
its  stages,  but  failed  to  become  law. 
Nearly  the  same  Bill,  the  offspring  of 
the  Select  Committee  of  1S6I  and  18B2, 
was  this  Session  introduced  a  third  time 
in  their  Lordships'  House  and  was  again 
sent  down  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
where  it  had  been  coneidered  and  re- 
turned to  their  Lordships  with  Amend* 
ments  which  had  materially  altered  the 
scope  of  the  measure,  while,  in  many 
cases,  they  had  undoubtedly,  to  a  con- 
siderable degree,  improved  it.  For  in- 
fitanoe,  there  was  a  new  provision  in 
Clause  2,  that  no  person  should  be  con- 
victed upon  the  evidence  of  one  person 
without  corroboration.  That  was  an  im- 
provement. There  wasalaoanAmendment 
which  made  drugging  a  misdemeanour, 
and  another  which  provided  that  a  boy 
under  1 6  on  conviction  mi  ght  be  whipped. 
In  Clause  5  the  age  was  raised  from  12 
to  13,  Probably  the  most  convenient 
ooorse  wonld  be  to  deal  with  the  Amend- 
ments as  a  whole  and  not  teriatim.  The 
variations  which  they  made  were  not  so 
great  as  appeared  at  first  sight,  the  most 
important  being  one  which  raised  the 
age  of  oonsent  from  13  to  16.  An  at- 
tempt had  been  made  to  treat  this  mea- 
sure as  one  of  the  rich  against  the  poor ; 
but  that  attempt,  he  argued,  was  very 
unjust  and  unfounded.  Their  Lordships 
had  investigated  this  very  painful  sob- 
jeot,  and  had,  on  three  separate  occasions, 
sent  the  BiU  down  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. So  far  as  this  measure  was  oon- 
oemed,  therefore,  their  Lordships  had 
done  their  duty  with  impartiality  as  be- 
tween the  rich  and  the  poor.  He  (flarl 
Beancbamp)  was  not  one  of  those  who 
believed  that,  by  legislation,  they  could 
do  very  much  to  influence  the  morals  of 
persons,  nor  did  he  think  that  it  wonld 
produce  all  the  results  anticipated  by  its 
sanguine  promoters.  It  should  not  be 
forgotten  that  an  Aot  of  Parliament 
would  not  make  those  chaste  and  moral 
who  were  unchaste  and  immoral.  If, 
however,  the  BiU  produced  all  the  rs- 
Bults  hoped  for  by  those  who  had  pro- 
moted it,  no  one  would  rejoice  more  sin- 
cerely than  he  would.  He  thought  there 
was  little  chance  of  their  Lordships  being 
able  to  alter  the  decisions  which  had 
been  arrived  at  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  therefore  he  would  urge  upon 
them,  having  regard  to  the  necessity  of 
passing  the  Bill  that  Session,  not  to  im- 
peril its  object  by  rejecting  any  of  the 
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Amendments  the  Commons  bad  made, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  to  accept  them  en 
hh«. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Oommons'  Amend* 
ments  be  considered. " — {,Th»  Earl  Btau- 
ehamp.) 

LoKD  FITZGERALD  said,  he  thought 
that  their  Lordships  might  well  congra- 
tulate themselves  upon  the  coutbc  pur- 
sued in  reference  to  that  measure,  as 
well  as  being  the  first  to  initiate  legis- 
lation upon  the  sabjeot.  For  three  years 
in  succession  it  had  been  considered 
carefully  and  deliberately  by  their  Lord- 
ships. He  preferred  very  much  the 
structure  of  the  Bill  as  it  left  that 
House  ;  and  he  found  himself  in  great 
difficulty  in  dealing  with  the  Amend- 
ments made  by  the  House  of  Oommons, 
because  they  went  very  far  indeed,  and 
altered  the  Law  of  Evidence  in  several 
material  particulars.  So  me  of  the  Amend- 
ments made  by  the  Oommons  were  be- 
yond the  Boope  of  the  Preamble.  Others 
nad  greatly  increased  the  severity  of 
the  Bill,  and  this  severity  wasoalculated 
to  defeat  the  objects  with  which  the 
Bill  was  being  passed.  He  was  told 
tbat  if  he  moved  and  carried  the  rejec- 
tion of  any  of  the  Amendments  made 
by  the  Commons,  he  should  imperil  the 
passing  of  the  Bill.  He  would  not  take 
the  responsibility  of  doing  (hat,  because 
the  Bill  contained  much  that  was  good, 
and,  therefore,  he  must  content  himself 
with  protesting  against  the  Amend- 
ments to  which  he  objected. 

Eaxl  F0ETE8CUE  said,  he  also 
wished  to  congratulate  their  Lordships 
and  the  present  Oovemment,  as  well  as 
the  country,  on  the  Bill  being  within  a 
measurable  distance  of  becoming  law ; 
but  it  was  desirable  it  should  be  mere 
clearly  understood  that  it  was  the  re- 
sult of  several  successive  years'  labour 
on  the  part  of  their  Lordships'  House, 
and  that  it  was  not  uniler  the  pressure 
of  popular  agitation  that  the  subject 
had  been  taken  up  by  them — first,  care- 
fully inquired  into  by  a  Select  Commit- 
tee, and  then  legislated  upon.  Their 
Lordships,  in  truth,  might  be  regarded 
as  the  pioneers  of  legislation  on  this 
painful  subject.  Ho  would  say  nothing 
now  as  to  the  character  and  probable 
influenceof  the  recent  agitation  upon  it, 
or  as  to  the  efiTect  which  that  might 
have  had  in  securing  the  passage  of  the 
Bill  through  the  House.  He  would  only 
Earl  Meauc/uimp 


remind  them  tbat  in  1883  and  1SB4 
similar  Bills  had,  after  full  discussion, 
been  sent  down  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons in  good  time,  which  that  House, 
under  the  guidance  of  the  late  Oovem- 
ment, had  not  found  time  eveu  to  con- 
sider in  1883,  or  to  pass  in  1884.  That 
House,  however,  had  found  time  in  each 
of  those  years  to  pass,  with  the  support 
of  the  late  Qovemmont,  a  Bill  against 
pigeon  shooting,  which,  though  he  bad 
no  sympathy  with  that  pastime,  he  re- 
joiced their  Lordships  had  rejected  as 
unworthy  of  the  attention  of  the  Imperial 
Parliament.  Happily,  this  year,  the 
House  of  Commons  had  passed  no  Pigeon 
Shooting  Bill,-  but  had  passed  this  mea- 
sure, with  many  alteradons,  some  valu- 
able, others  of  doubtful  expediency.  He 
had  received  communications  from  two 
Judges  of  great  experience  about  the 
great  danger  which  boys — especially  of 
the  wages  class — ran  of  being  seduced 
by  girls  older  than  tfaemselves,  though 
under  16,  and  then  being  imprisoned,  or 
else  having  black  mail  levied  upon  them. 
He  had  intended  to  move  Amendments  to 
the  Bill,  but  now  would  not  risk  doing  so. 
At  the  same  time,  he  must  say  he  was  not 
sanguine  as  to  the  results  of  the  measure, 
except  in  protecting  young  girls  from 
outrage.  Wherever  they  found  a  popu- 
lation destitute  of  religious  principles 
or  moral  convictions,  there  they  were 
sure  to  have  a  great  deal  of  vice  and  im- 
morality, which  Parliament  was  power- 
less to  suppress,  or  even  materially  to 
restrain.  The  real  work  to  be  done  was 
one  much  less  of  less  of  legislative  than 
of  moral  reform,  and  that  must  be 
carried  on  by  religious,  moral,  and  edu- 
cational agencies. 

Earl  GRANVILLE  said,  that  while 
be  did  not  consider  all  the  Commons' 
Amendments  improvements  upon  the 
Bill,  he  would  advise  the  House  to 
accept  them  en  bloe.  It  was  unfair  to 
say  that  the  Bill  was  the  result  of  re- 
cent publications.  While  he  thought 
that  great  credit  was  due  to  Her  Ua- 
jesty's  Government  as  regarded  their 
conduct  in  the  matter,  he  must,  in  jus- 
tice to  the  Home  Office,  say  that  his 
noble  Friend  (the  Earl  of  Dalhousie) 
and  the  late  Home  Secretary  (Sir  Wil- 
liam Harcourt)— and  they  were  tho- 
roughly supported  in  their  resolve  by 
the  Uembere  of  the  late  Government — 
previously  to  that  Government  going 
out  of  CMce  had  fully  deteimiiMd  to 
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carry  the  Bill  long  before  the  publications 
referred  toappearsd;  aui  at  that  time 
tbej  Feceirea  but  cold  support  from 
noble  Lords  opposite.  Seaiag  the  pro- 
gress which  was  made  with  it  prior  to 
the  publications  referred  to,  he  did  not 
think  it  was  now  fair  to  Bay  it  was  the 
result  of  it. 

Thb  Eael  of  MILLTOWN  said,  the 
Kuggeetion  that  the  Amendments  should 
be  considered  and  agreed  to  #n  bloe  was 
one  in  which  he  would  only  concur  be- 
cause he  did  not  wish  to  endanger  the 
passing  of  the  Sill.  Many  of  them 
seemed  to  him  objectionable,  and  almost 
all  free  of  importance,  and  he  thought  it 
extremely  inconvenient  that  their  Loi-d- 
ships  should  be  obliged  to  adopt  them 
without  any  adequate  consideration.  He 
must  say  he  had  great  pleasure  in  cou- 
gTa.tula.ting  their  Lordships  upon  hav- 
ing come  to  the  end  of  this  most  un- 
savoury subject.  The  Bill  could  not  be 
said  to  reflect  much  credit  on  their  House 
of  Parliament ;  but,  to  his  mind,  some  of 
the  Amendments  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons had  improved  and  strengthened  it. 
He  complained  of  the  obscenity  through 
which  they  had  been  compelled  to  pass, 
and  that  boys  and  girls  of  tender  years 
had  been  allowed  to  sell  such  a  filthy 
and  obscene  publication  imder  the  very 
nose  of  the  police,  without  the  autho- 
rities taking  any  action  whatever.  Who 
were  to  blame  for  allowing  that  breach 
of  the  law  he  did  not  know ;  but,  who- 
ever it  was,  a  very  heavy  responsibility 
rested  on  their  shoulders.  It  might  have 
been  a  question  whether  it  was  right 
or  wrong  to  prosecute  the  writer  or 
writers ;  but  he  maintained  that  the 
same  power  which  swept  from  the 
streets  the  Confotiional  Uamatted  andtho 
Fruiti  of  Phihiophy,  works  which  were 
comparatively  pure  to  this  filthy  publi- 
cation, should  have  taken  action  in  this 
matter.  He  was  afraid,  however,  that 
some  of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  might 
lead  to  a  state  of  things  not  unlike  the 
odious  system  of  Police  dct  M<^ur»  and  to 
wholesale  cormption  among  the  Police 
Force.  The  temptations  which  the  Bill 
would  place  in  the  way  of  the  police 
might  be  greater  than  they  could  bear. 
He  remembered  that  some  years  ago  the 
whole  of  the  C.  Division  had  to  be  re- 
moved from  one  quarter  of  the  town  to 
another  in  consequence  of  the  corruption 
that  prevailed  among  its  members. 
He  hoped  the  streets  would  be  made 
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passable  for  decent  men  and  women, 
and  would  no  longer  be  flooded  with  ob- 
scene publications.  He  was  glad  the 
House  of  Commons  bad  struck  out  the 
clause  giving  the  police  arbitrary  power 
to  arrest  any  man  or  woman  without 
any  complaint  having  been  made  against 
them.  He  was  also  glad  of  the  ad- 
ditional powers  that  had  been  given 
against  procuresses  and  disorderly 
houses  where  young  children  were  har- 
boured ;  but  he  regretted  that  nothing 
had  been  done  to  clear  the  streets  of 
young  prostitutes,  who  might  accost 
men  or  boys,  and  induce  them  to  be- 
come guilty  of  a  misdemeanour,  while 
they  themselves  would  bo  liable  to  no 
charge.  Such  a  state  of  things  must 
infallibly  lead  to  wholesale  extortion, 
and  probably  to  the  utter  ruin  of  many 
young  men  who  would  fall  victims  to 
the  wiles  of  these  girls  and  the  wretches 
who  would  employ  them  for  the  pur- 
pose. Power  should  have  been  given 
to  send  these  girls  to  reformatories,  in- 
stead of  leaving  thom  a  standing  menace 
to  the  community.  As  to  the  limit  of 
age,  he  would  point  out  that  England 
was  going  three  years  further  than  any 
other  country  in  the  world.  He  trusted 
that  the  Bill  would  produce  the  good 
results  to  which  their  Lordships  looked 
forward  ;  but  he  could  not  help  think- 
ing that,  by  making  the  homes  of  the 
poor  brighter  and  more  cheerful,  and 
decency  and  morality  more  possible  in 
those  homes,  they  would  effect  more 
than  by  any  Draconian  legislation  of 
this  nature. 

Lord  MOUNT-TEMPLE  said,  that 
he  could  not  agree  with  the  noble  £arl 
that  the  publicity  given  to  these  criminal 
practices  had  not  influenced  this  Bill. 
This  Bill  originated  in  the  evidence  of 
their  Lordships'  Committee  five  years 
ago.  That  evidence,  with  the  Keport, 
was  published  under  the  cover  of  a  Blue 
Book,  which  was  a  damper  to  the  curio- 
sity and  interest  of  the  public ;  but  it 
awakened  in  those  who  cared  for  this 
odious  subject  the  earnest  desire  for  a 
more  effective  and  righteous  law.  The 
Bill  was  launched  without  help  from  any 
utterance  of  public  opinion.  No  breeze 
of  public  favour  stiffened  its  sails ;  it 
got  no  welcome  in  the  other  House,  but 
met  with  the  cold  shoulder.  When  re- 
volting facts  of  horrible,  criminal  cruel- 
ties on  defenceless  girls  and  young  chil- 
dren were  scattered  widely  abroad,  tiie 
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compaasion  and  consciences  of  persons  of 
right  I'eeling  were  so  roused  that  the 
Bill  returaed  much  strengthened  and 
improved.  His  noble  Friend  (Earl 
Qranville)  had  reminded  them  that  the 
late  Home  Secretary  was  very  anxious 
to  have  tlie  Bill  brought  forward ;  but 
each  was  the  apathy  on  the  aubjsot,  the 
indifference  and  general  dislike  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  that  for  two  years 
it  was  stopped.  Up  to  the  T«ry  moment 
Then  the  veil  vas  withdrawn  from  the 
public  eye  and  they  were  made  aware 
of  the  grossly  criminal  acta  that  were 
being  carried  on  in  this  country,  it  wat 
thought  that  the  Bill  they  were  consent- 
ing to  waa  too  strong.  Therefore,  he 
aaid,  that  unless  that  publicity  had  un- 
folded such  a  horrible  state  of  things  to 
the  public  at  large  there  would  have 
bsen  no  prospect  or  probability  of  their 
getting  this  Bill,  which  seemed  now  to 
meet  with  the  approbation  of  all  con- 
cerned. Of  course,  there  were  parts 
which  they  might  find  fault  with ;  but, 
on  the  whole,  according  to  the  amount 
of  knowledge  they  had  of  the  evil,  it 
met  with  the  wants  of  the  present  day. 

LoKD  BRA.M:WELL  said,  he  quite 
concurred  in  the  remarks  that  had 
bftsn  made  by  his  noble  and  learned 
friend  (Lord  Fitzgerald),  and,  like  him, 
would  not  endanger  the  Bill  by  moving 
the  rejection  of  any  of  the  Amendments. 
At  the  same  time,  he  oould  not  refrain 
from  saying  that  in  his  opinion  it  con- 
tained many  questionable  matters.  It 
was  undoubtedly  the  fact  that  it  had  its 
origin  in  the  Lords'  Select  Oommittee ; 
but  h«  thought  their  Lordships  could 
scarcely  recognize  their  child  in  its  pre- 
sent shape.  Their  Lordships  most  care- 
fully considered  the  measure ;  but  it  was 
an  unfortunate  circumstance  that  the 
oonsiderations  that  had  influenced  their 
Lordships  in  some  of  the  conclusions  to 
which  they  arrived  seemed  to  have  been 
lost  sight  of  in  the  House  of  Commone. 
No  one  could  say  that  the  clause  making 
it  a  misdemeanour  to  induce  a  woman 
by  false  pretences  to  gratify  a  man's 
wishes,  had  any  tendency  to  promote 
chastity.  Under  that  clause,  a  woman, 
who  knew  that  she  was  about  to  consort 
unlawfully  with  a  man,  might,  never- 
theless, afterwards  prosecute  him  for 
having  obtained  her  consent  by  false  re< 
presentations,  such  as  the  promise  of  a 
note  or  sovereign  which  should  subse- 
quently he  shown  to  be  bad.  In  such  a 
Lord  Mount-Temple 


case,  the  woman  would  know  that  she  was 
a  party  to  an  immoral  act,  and  hod  made 
a  bargain  for  the  possession  of  her  person. 
In  their  Lordships'  House  that  clause 
was  framed  so  as  only  to  apply  to  cases 
like  that  of  a  sham  marriage,  in  which 
the  woman  was  quite  innocent.  He 
was  sorry  there  was  not  time  for  a  con- 
ference between  the  two  Houses,  in 
which  the  reasons  which  had  induoed 
their  Lordships  to  take  the  views  they 
had  taken  could  be  stated.  There  were 
improvements  in  the  Bill  as  it  stood  ;  but 
there  were  also  faults,  and  it  was  a  pity 
there  was  not  time  to  consider  them. 

The  paymaster  GENEBAL 
(Earl  BEAiicnAMp)  said,  as  to  the  altera- 
tion of  the  age  of  consent,  it  was  very 
remarkable  that  statistics  showed  that, 
while  the  number  of  marriages  of  per- 
sons below  16  was  only  about  26  in  the 
year,  those  of  persons  above  16  might 
be  counted  by  hundreds,  and  those  of 
persons  above  18  might  be  counted  by 
thonsands.  It  was  only  right  that  if  the 
father,  mother,  master,  or  guardian  of 
a  girl  abused  their  power  over  her,  they 
should  lose  it.  It  had  been  said  in  the 
course  of  the  debates  upon  the  Bill 
that  no  one  quitted  a  prison  after  two 
years'  imprisonment,  without  being 
shattered  in  body  and  mind ;  but  if  the 
maximum  punishment  was  two  years' 
imprisonment,  their  Lordships  ought 
not  to  assume  that  it  would  he  always 
inflioted.  With  reference  to  the  com- 
mission of  the  offence  for  which  that 
punishment  was  assigned,  had  no  one  a 
word  to  say  about  the  poor  girl  being 
shattered  in  body  and  mind  F  There  was 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  Judges 
would  misuse  their  discretion  in  the  im- 
position of  punishment.  He  was  very 
glad  that  the  noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord 
Mount -Temple)  had  borne  Ms  testimony 
in  favour  of  the  Bill  as  a  useful  and  ad- 
mirable measure,  and  he  hoped  that  it 
would  do  something  for  the  punishment 
of  those  who  committed  outrages  upon 
young  persons. 

Tub  Bishop  of  WINCHESTER 
said,  that  the  Bishops  were  interested 
in  this  question,  aa  the  natural  guar- 
dians of  the  morals  of  the  people.  He 
was  speaking  for  all  his  rev.  Brethren, 
when  he  said  that  they  were  moat  anxious 
that  the  Bill  should  pass  their  Lord- 
ships' House ;  and  ha  believed,  whatever 
faults  might  be  in  the  Bill,  it  was  cal- 
culated to  do  a  great  deal  of  good,  and 
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it  would  be  a  great  blessing  to  the  conn- 
ivy.  It  was  said,  truly,  tbat  you  could 
not  make  people  moral  or  chaste  by  Act 
of  Parliament;  bat  a  great  deal  might 
be  done  to  prevent  things  which  were  im- 
moral and  unchaste.  Ererybody  who 
had  token  any  part  in  trying  to  promote 
morality,  knew  that  they  were  met  at 
every  comer  by  difficultiea  which  had 
been  spoken  of  in  the  course  of  the  de- 
bate. And  though  they  could  not  make 
people  moral  by  Act  of  Parliament,  they 
could  do  a  great  deal  to  put  obstacles, 
in  the  way  of  proTention,  of  persona,  who 
were  trying,  with  all  their  hearts  and 
minds,  to  promote  immorality,  from  suo- 
ceeding  in  their  efforts.  He  felt  very 
■trong^  what  had  been  said  by  thenoble 
Earl  (the  Earl  of  Uilltowu)  that  the  ob- 
scene literature  referred  towai  doing  an 
infinity  of  mischief — mischief  which 
eould  never  be  undone.  Nevertheleaa, 
they  must  all  rejoice  that  the  mind  of 
the  public  had  now  been  opened  to  the 
extraardinary  evils  which  prevailed,  and 
which  threatened  to  make  England,  in 
some  respects,  the  most  degraded  conn- 
try  in  Europe.  He  alluded  to  the  terrible 
seduction,  and  worse  than  seduotion,  of 
young  children.  Living  in  a  diocese  in 
which  there  were  more  naval  and  mili- 
tary stations  than  in  any  other  part  of 
the  country,  he  happened  to  know  how 
terrible  was  the  condition  of  the  streets 
of  those  places,  especially  in  connection 
with  this  prostitution  of  infants.  Unless 
they  took  some  stop  to  prevent  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  evil,  this  country,  which 
bad  hitherto  prided  itself  upon  being 
more  moral  than  any  other  country  in 
Europe,  would  expose  itself  to  the  taunts 
of  the  civilized  world. 

Motion  agreed  to:  Commons'  Amend- 
ments eentidtrtd,  and  agreed  to. 

House  adjoDTned  at  Eight  o'clock, 

till  To-inorTow,  a  quarter 

part  Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE     OF    (JOMMONS, 
Monday,  \Qth  Augutt,  1885. 


MINUTES.}— PuiiuoBiLL«~&«i.rf««irf.By 
Housiuff  of  the  Working  Classpa  (Englajid) 
[218];  Moveable  Dwellings;  [239]. 
ComBii««'— Jt^oi/  — Lnnd  Piirrliaso  (Ireland) 


PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 

PROVISIONAL  ORDERS  BILL. 

LOHSa'   AUEXDUENIS. 

Lords'  Amendments  cmuidtred. 

CoLoiTEL  EINQ  -  HAKUAN  asked 
whether  it  was  in  Order  to  take  this 
Bill  at  the  time  for  Private  Bills  ?  It 
had  been  treated  as  a  Public  Bill  in  the 
Upper  House. 

Mk.  speaker  :  The  BUI  is  a  PubUc 
Bill ;  but  it  is  customary  to  take  Provi- 
sional Order  Bills  at  this  time. 

Mr.  sexton  said,  this  Bill  was  a 
Bill  to  confirm  Provisional  Ordera  made 
by  the  Local  Qovemment  Board  of  Ire< 
land  relating  merely  to  the  method  of 
fixing  the  water  charge  between  Dublin 
and  the  townships  upon  the  basis  of 
population.  The  Amendment  of  the 
Lords  related  to  a  distinct  and  fresh 
matter — namely,  the  allowance  per  head 
of  water.  He  submitted  that  this  Amend- 
ment was  not  within  the  scope  of  the 
Bill,  and  should  not  be  considered  by 
this  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  It  is  within  the 
competence  of  this  House  to  agree  or 
disagree  with  what  the  Lords  have  in- 
sert^. There  is  nothing  on  the  face  of 
the  Amendment  to  prevent  the  Lords 
from  inserting  it,  or  of  this  House  from 
discussing  it. 

Amendment,  Clause  A  (As  to  Order 
being  retrospective). 

Hb.  SEXTON:  I  object  to  this 
Amendment  being  considered  without 
Notice. 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  No  objection  can  be 
taken  to  postpone  it. 

Mr.  QkAY  said,  he  did  sot  propose 
to  ask  the  House  to  give  any  formal 
opposition  to  this  Amendment;  but  he 
wished  to  point  out  to  the  House  that 
though  he  understood  the  Corporation 
were  willing,  for  the  sake  of  peace,  to 
agree  to  it,  still  it  imposed  a  consider- 
able hardship  upon  the  citiEena  of  Dub- 
lin. For  a  number  of  years  past  the 
townships  ooncerned  in  this  Provisional 
Order  had  been  taking  a  quantity  of 
water  largely  in  excess  of  the  quantity 
for  which  they  had  contracted,  or  for 
which  they  had  paid.  They  now  pro- 
posed, or  it  was  now  proposed  by  the 
Lords,  to  introduco  an  Amendment  ipe- 
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cifying  that  the  townshipa  should  not  be 
required  to  pay  for  the  water  which  they 
had  got  at  their  own  request,  and  which 
thoj  had  used  and  not  paid  for.  Of 
couree,  some  persons  had  to  pay  the 
cost,  and  the  coat  must  be  borne  by  the 
citizens  of  Dublin  instead  of  by  those 
who  had  benefited  by  the  extra  supply. 
As  this  legal  difficulty  had  arisen,  he 
supposed  it  was  better  to  allow  the  past 
to  take  care  of  itself,  and  so  the  Corpo- 
ration did  not  object  to  allowing  the  Bill 
not  to  be  retrospective. 

Question,  "That  this  House  do  agree 
with  the  Lords  in  the  said  Amendment," 
pat,  and  agretd  to. 

Subsequent  Amendment,  Clause  B 
(As  to  statutable  supply  of  water). 

Question  proposed,  "  That  this  House 
do  agree  with  the  Lords  in  the  aaid 
Amendment." 

Mr.  WALKEB  said,  he  wished  to 
move  that  the  House  disagree  with  the 
Lords  in  this  Amendment  under  cir- 
cumstances which  he  would  describe. 
This  Amendment  altered  the  amount  of 
water  to  be  supplied  by  the  Corporation 
of  Dublin  to  the  various  townships  sur- 
rounding the  City,  without  making  any 
provision  for  an  increase  in  price.  The 
amount  of  supply  was  regulated  by 
solemn  bargains,  ratified  by  legislation, 
entered  into  between  the  Dublin  Corpo- 
ration and  the  townships.  The  circum- 
stances under  which  this  came  before 
the  House,  which  he  would  briefly  state, 
were  very  curious.  Under  the  Act  of 
1861  Dublin  had  its  present  supply  of 
water  from  the  Yartry,  and  the  citizens 
of  Dublin  paid  for  that  supply  1«.  3d. 
on  the  Ooverment  valuation.  By  various 
Acts  of  Parliament  the  townships — of 
which  the  Kingstown  Corporation  was 
theone  which  had  been  most  prominent  in 
opposition  to  the  Corporation  of  Dublin 
— were  entitled  to  a  supply  of  20  gallons 

eir  head  of  the  population,  the  popu- 
tion  to  be  from  time  to  time  deter- 
mined. Unfortunately,  when  these  Acts 
ot  Parliament  came  to  be  worked,  it 
was  found  that  no  provision  was  made 
in  them  for  furnishing  a  legal  basis 
for  determining  the  population,  and 
when  litigation  was  opened  it  was 
fonnd  legally  imposeible  to  work  the 
clause,  because  the  Census  was  not 
made  the  legal  basis  for  ascertaining 
the  population.  Of  course,  they  knew 
Mr.  Gray 


that  the  population  of  these  places 
varied,  not  only  from  day  to  day,  but 
from  hour  to  hour ;  therefore,  under 
existing  ciroumstaneee,  it  was  impos- 
sible to  fix  the  number  of  people  to 
whom  these  20  gallons  of  water  per 
head  per  day  were  to  be  given.  Kings- 
town paid  only  5i.  in  the  pound  on  the 
valuation  for  its  supply.  The  bargain 
was  made  in  1669  by  Act  of  Parliament; 
but  in  1674  the  Corporation  of  Dublin, 
being  willing  to  supply  the  townships 
with  an  excess  of  water  over  and  above 
20  gallons  per  head  on  the  reasonable 
terms  of  their  paying  for  it,  a  Provi- 
sional Order  was  passed,  which  was 
ratified  by  an  Act  of  Parliament,  de- 
claring that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the 
Dublin  Corporation,  instead  of  supply- 
ing merely  the  20  gallons  per  head  per 
day  which  they  were  obliged  by  the 
existing  Statutes  to  give,  to  allow  the 
Commiaaioners  of  the  townships  to  draw 
water  in  excess  at  apricetobefixed,  which 
was,  in  the  case  of  Kingstown,  Z^d.  per 
1,000  gallons.  But  there  was  no  legal 
method  of  satisfactorily  deter miuing 
what  was  excess,  seeing  that  there  was 
no  legal  means  of  estimating  the  popu- 
lation. After  some  time  the  Corpora- 
tion of  Kingstown  resisted  the  claim  for 
excess  water,  and  an  action  was  brought 
against  them  by  the  Corporation  of 
Dublin  in  order  to  recover  the  price 
which  the  township  had  agreed  to  pay 
for  that  excess.  The  action,  in  which 
he  (^tr.  Walker)  happened  to  be  counsel, 
failed,  and  failed  naturally,  because  the 
population  of  Kingstown  could  not  be 
legally  ascertained,  the  Census  not  hav- 
ing been  made,  as  it  ought  to  have  been, 
the  basis  for  estimating  the  population. 
The  township  took  advantage  of  that, 
and  did  not  pay  for  the  excess  water 
that,  under  the  Act  of  1874,  they  were 
obliged  to  pay  for ;  and  on  that  break- 
down appearing  in  the  machinery  of  the 
Act,  the-  Dublin  Corporation  applied  to 
the  Local  G-overnmeot  Board  to  amend 
the  Provisional  Order  of  1874  by  fur- 
nishing a  legal  basis  by  which  the  popu- 
lation should  be  ascertained — namely, 
the  Census  of  1881,  and  giving  also 
considerable  advantages  to  the  town- 
ships, because  tliey  proposed  that  the 
increment  of  population  in  the  previous 
decade  should  be  taken  into  account, 
and,  further,  that  in  the  case  of  seaside 
resorts  like  Kingstown,  a  further  allow- 
ance should  be  made  for  the  summer 
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populittioD.  This  was  a  natural  and 
fair  course,  and  one  would  bavo  ima- 
gined that  the  Kingstown  Corporation 
would  have  been  glad  to  fall  in  with  it. 
However,  they  tried  to  atop  this  appli- 
cation to  the  Local  Government  Board 
for  this  Provisional  Order,  and  brought 
the  matter  before  the  Court  of  Exche- 
quer and  the  Court  of  Appeal,  and  in 
each  case  were  beaten.  The  Local  Go- 
vernment Board,  after  tho  fitlleat  in- 
quiry, and  after  hearing  all  the  evidence 
on  both  sides,  made  the  Provieional 
Order  which  it  was  the  object  of  the  Act 
of  Parliament  to  confirm.  It  passed  this 
House,  after  full  inquiry  which  lasted 
three  days,  without  opposition,  and 
went  np  to  the  House  of  Lords.  Before 
the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Lords  the  same  objection  was  taken 
which  had  been  raised  before  the  House 
of  Commons'  Committee.  A  Member  of 
the  House  of  Lords'  Committee  proposed 
an  Amendment  substantially  me  same 
as  the  Amendment  now  before  the 
House.  That  Amendment  was  opposed 
by  the  Corporation,  andwae  not  accepted. 
IVom  the  Select  Committee  it  was  passed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords 
itself,  where  a  proposal  of  precisely  the 
eame  character  as  tnat  Amendment  waa 
moved  and  negatived  by  a  majority  of 
I — 20  votes  to  19.  On  the  next  day, 
however,  it  appeared  that  the  matter 
was  again  brought  forward,  and  the 
numbers  reversed — 21  voting  for  the 
Amendment  and  19  against  it.  Under 
all  these  circumstances,  the  matter  now 
came  beforethe  House  of  Commons,  and 
he  felt  justified  in  asking  it  to  disagree 
to  the  Amendment.  The  Amendment 
was  not  germane  to  the  Provisional 
Order — which  really  purported  to  supply 
a  legal  basis  for  ascertaining  what  the 
Census  was — it  would  alter  without 
notice  the  solemn  compact  entered  into 
by  the  townships  and  the  Corporation, 
and  ratified  by  legislation  ;  and  it  would 
impose  heavy  charges  on  the  Corpora- 
tion of  Dublin  by  compelling  them  to 
supply  gratuitously  a  quantity  of  water 
which  had  cost  them  a  great  deal  of 
money.  The  clause  was  not  germane 
to  the  subject-matter  of  the  Bill  upon 
which  it  had  been  engrafted.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  Bill  was  to  provide  a  basis 
for  settling  the  local  rates  between  the 
townships.  It  waa  said  in  "another 
place"  that  the  supply  to  Dublin  itself 
was  much  latter  than  that    to  these 


townships  per  head  of  population  ;  but 
then  they  paid  a  much  higher  price  for 
it.  Those  nho  were  acquainted  with  the 
subject  the  best,  water  engineers,  said 
the  reason  why  Kingstown  could  not  do 
with  the  supply  of  ^0  gallons  per  head 
per  day  was  because  there  waa  muoh 
waste  in  the  system  of  supply.  For  the 
reasons  he  bad  given  he  hoped  the 
House  would  disagree  with  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "That 
this  House  doth  disagree  with  the  Lords 
in  the  said  Amendment." — {Mr.  Waihr.) 

Colonel  KING-HAEMAN  said,  ho 
did  not  think  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman had  put  the  case  quite  fairly  to 
the  House ;  he  had  rather  slurred  over 
the  action  in  regard  to  the  Bill  in  Com- 
mittee in  "another  place."  He  bad 
spoken  as  if  on  the  very  slightest  oppo- 
sition this  clause  the  House  was  now 
debating  waa  rejected ;  whereas  the  fact 
of  the  matter  was  that,  after  several 
hours'  consideration,  the  Committee  were 
unanimous  in  opinion  that  such  a  clause 
should  be  inserted,  but,  owing  to  some 
difficulty  bet  wen  counsel  as  to  the 
terms  of  the  Amendment,  the  matter 
was  allowed  to  drop.  In  the  House  of 
Lords  the  Amendment  was  rejected  by 
a  majority  of  1,  and  on  a  later  stage  of 
the  Bill,  on  the  Motion  of  Lord  Fitz- 
gerald, the  clause  was  inserted,  being 
carried  on  a  division  by  a  majority  of  2 
in  anotveryfullHouse.  Itwasamatter 
of  DO  very  great  expense  to  the  Dublin 
Corporation,  but  of  great  importance  to 
the  townships  concerned ;  in  these  times 
a  full  water  supply  was  a  matter  of 
great  urgency  and  importance.  Every- 
one must  allow  that  20  gallons  per  head 
to  an  important  and  rising  township 
was  an  exceedingly  small  supply,  and  to 
increase  that  to  25  gallons  seemed  to 
him  almost  a  matter  of  necessity.  He 
had  not  had  an  opportunity  of  inquiring 
into  the  usual  supply  in  large  towns ; 
but  wherever  he  had  obtained  the  in- 
formation he  found  that  the  propor- 
tion waa  never  less  than  30  gallons.  In 
Dublin  it  waa  38  gallons,  whereas  the 
Dublin  Corporation  only  proposed  to 
allow  to  these  townships  the  wretched 
amount  of  20  gallons.  It  really  seemed 
scarcely  worth  while  for  the  Corporation 
to  fight  this  matter  of  five  gallons  per 
head.  The  townships,  however,  looked 
upon  it  as  a  matter  of  great  importance ; 
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their  population  was  increauug,  and 
tbeir  houses  increasing  in  valuation  and 
numbers  year  by  year.  TVhen  it  was 
said  that  the  citizens  of  Dublin  paid  a 
higher  rate,  it  should  also  be  stated  that 
in  1909  the  citizens  of  Dublin  would 
cease  to  pay  anything  at  all ;  whereas 
the  rate  now  imposed  on  the  townships 
would  attach  to  them  perpetually.  It 
seemed  to  him  the  best  thing  the  Oor- 
poratton  could  do  would  be  to  allow 
this  Amendment  to  pass  ;  and  the  next 
beat  thing  to  that  would  be  to  allow 
this  Provisional  Order  to  drop  alto- 
gether, and  next  year  to  bring  in  a  full 
and  sufficent  Bill  settling  the  basis  of 
water  supply  for  the  county. 

The  CHAIHMAN  of  WAYS  ahd 
MEANS  (Sir  Arthur  Otway)  said,  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  advise  the  House  to 
disagree  with  the  Amendment.  The 
matter  had  been  so  fully  described  by 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  late 
Attorney  (General  for  Ireland  (Ifr. 
Walker)  that  it  was  unneoessaiy  for 
him  to  go  into  the  facts.  He  only 
wished  to  correct  two  particulars — one 
in  the  statement  of  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Dublin  Ooonty  (Colonel 
KiBg-Harman),  and  in  a  small  degree 
on*  statsment  by  the  late  Attorney  Ge- 
neral for  Ireland.  Aa  a  matter  of  fact, 
there  was  no  Motion  made  in  Select 
Oommittee  of  the  House  of  Lords  on 
this  question.  What  happened  was 
this.  One  of  the  Members  of  the  Com- 
mittee— ^the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  he 
believed — being  of  opinion  that  the  sup- 
ply might  be  increased,  made  a  sugges- 
tion to  that  effect ;  but  so  much  objec- 
tion was  found  that  the  Bill  would 
probably  have  been  withdrawn  had  the 
suggestion  been  adopted,  and  it  was 
withdrawn ;  it  was  not  moved  in  Com- 
mittee. Then  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  (Colonel  King  -  Harman) 
spoke  of  the  miserable  allowance  of  20 
gallons  per  head ;  but  that  was  the  usual 
quantity  in  matters  of  this  kind — 25 
gallons  was  quite  an  exceptional  quan- 
tity. Further,  he  bad  to  say  that  if  the 
House  did  not  reject  the  clause,  the 
greatest  possible  confusion  would  be 
occasioned.  It  would  necessitate  the 
amendment  of  no  lees  than  eight  Acts 
of  Parliament,  and  interfere  with  a  great 
number  of  ooatraota.  The  circumstances 
under  which  the  clause  was  introduced 
in  "  another  place  "  had  been  detailed 
by  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend — how 
Colonel  KingSarman 


it  was  rejected  by  a  very  narrow  ma- 
jority, whose  decision  was  upset  by 
another  narrow  majority  the  next  day. 
He  oould  fully  bear  out  the  statement 
of  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  as  to  the 
great  confusion  that  most  ensue  if  the 
clause  remained,  and  he  joined  in  ask- 
ing the  Honse  to  disagree  with  the 
Amendment. 

The  CHIEF  SECEETAEY  fob  TBE- 
LAND  (Sir  Willuu  Habt  Gykb.)  said, 
be  concurred  in  the  view  just  expressed. 
Not  entering  into  the  controveraal  mat- 
ter, it  seemed  to  him  the  action  taken 
might  become  a  dangerous  precedent  for 
tac^ng  on  to  a  Provisional  Order,  passed 
through  Committee  on  a  very  narrow 
issue,  a  clause  which,  if  not  amounting 
to  a  breaoh  of  oontraot,  at  all  events 
would  be  a  re-opening  of  all  contracts. 
For  that  reason,  he  should  vote  for  dis- 
agreeing with  the  Lords'  Amendment, 

Motion  agrtti  to. 

Clause  diiagrud  to. 


. .  u'uUd,  "  to  dnw  Dp  Bsaaoiu 
to  b«  auigD«d  to  The  Lords  for  dinfreeing  to 
the  Amendmoiit  to  which  this  nouae  balh 
di»ag»«ed:  " — Sir  Willum  Hakt  Dtee,  Mr. 
WtLSEB,  Ht,  Attornbt  OiNRHkL  for  Tu- 
LAUD,  3ir  Hbkbt  Uollikd,  Mr.  DAi.Bnirt.1, 
Mr.  DwTin  Out,  Mr.  Mauhicb  Brook*,  Ut. 
Aldemviit  MSAOBIR,  and  Mr.  8ui.LtvAN  :— 
To  withdniv  iminediatsly : — Three  to  he  ths 
quorum. 

aUESTIONS. 


CENTRAL  ASU— ROSSIA  AND  AFGHAN- 
ISTAN—THE  "  PENJDEH  INCI- 
DENT  "—ARBITRATION. 

Sir  GEOEGE  CAMPBELL  gave 
Notice  that  he  would  ask  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  Whether  the 
present  Government  adhered  to  the 
policy  of  the  late  Government  in  regard 
to  the  settlement  by  arbitration  of  the 
dispute  between  this  country  and  Bussia 
arising  out  of  the  Penjdeh  incident  ? 

The  OHANCELLOK  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  I  have  already  informed  the 
hon.  Member,  in  reply  to  a  former 
Question,  that  I  shall  not  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  give  to  the  House  any  further 
information  on  this  subject  before  the 
adjournment. 

8iB   GEOEGE  CAMPBELL :  Do  I 

iderstand  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  he  will  not  be  able  to  answer  this 
simple  Question,  whether  Her  Majesty's 
Government ["  Order,  order ! "] 
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■REGISTRATION  OF  VOTERS  (lEELAND) 

—THE  cij:rk  of  the  peace. 

SLIGO  CO. 

Mr.  sexton  ;  With  respect  to  the 
promise  givea  by  the  Attorney  Qeneral 
for  Ireland  to  inquire  into  the  conduct 
of  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  the  county 
of  Sligo,  I  would  ask  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  Whether  it  haa 
come  to  hiehnonledge  that  the  Parlia- 
mentnrj  lists  were  not  posted  until  the 
7th  instant,  three  days  after  it  n-as 
possible  for  persons  to  lodfre  eUima  ? 

The  ATTOENET  GENEBAL  for 
lEELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  :  No,  Sir,  it 
has  not  come  to  my  knotrledge ;  but 
since  I  gave  the  undertaking  to  the 
House,  I  hare  taken  steps  for  the 
fullest  inquiry  into  the  matters  con- 
nected with  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  for 
the  county  of  Sligo. 

cet  lon— lighthouses— the 

basses  uohts,  minicoy 

lighthouse. 

Ub.  SUTHERLAND  asked  the  Se- 
cretary to  the  Board  of  Trade,  If  the 
dues  levied  on  shipping  on  account  of 
the  Basses  Lights  amount  in  round 
figures  to  £17,000  per  annum,  while 
the  cost  of  maintenance,  including  in- 
terest and  repayment  of  loans,  ia  little 
more  than  £10,000  ;  and,  whether  there 
is  a  considerable  balance  in  hand  on 
this  account  derived  from  this  surplus 
revenue;  and,  if  so,  nnder  these  cir- 
cumstances, the  time  has  arrived  to  re- 
duce considerably  the  dues  payable  by 
shipping  for  the  maintenance  of  these 
lights? 

The  secretary  to  the  BOARD 
(Baron  Hxsby  Db  Wobus):  The  figures 
stated  in  the  Question  are  practically 
accurate  for  the  year  1682-3;  but  in 
the  1883-4  the  receipts  had  increased 
to  upwards  of  £20,000,  and  the  expen- 
diture amounted  to  £26,000,  nearly 
£14,000  having  been  provided  from  sur- 
plus dues  towards  the  cost  of  the  con- 
struction of  a  new  lighthouse  on  Mini- 
ooy  Island,  and  the  balance  being  thus 
reduced  to  lees  than  £G,O0O.  Siooethat 
date  the  balance  has  increased ;  but, 
having  regard  to  the  hazardous  nature  of 
the  service  of  attending  and  relieving  the 
lighthouses — one  tender  having  been  lost 
.—the  Board  of  Trade  think  it  desirable 
that  a  small  reserve  fund  to  meet  con- 
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tingencies  should  be  maintained.  The 
Board  of  Trade  are  under  pledges  to  the 
Indian  Oovernment  to  reconsider  the 
present  rates  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment;  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that,  as  the  dues  are  held  as  security 
by  the  Public  Works  Loan  Oommis- 
sionera  for  advances  remaining  unpaid 
to  the  extent  of  nearly  £10G,000,  the 
Board  will  not  be  in  a  position  to  pro- 
pose a  reduction  in  tbe  tolls  until  they 
have  gained  more  experience  as  to  the 
revenue  to  be  derived  from  the  new 
dues  for  Uinicoy  Lighthouse  and  the 
cost  of  its  maintenance. 

EGYPT- LIGHT  DDES. 

Me.  SUTHERL4ND  asked  the  Se- 
cretary to  the  Board  of  Trade,  Whether 
he  is  aware  that  a  representation  has 
recently  been  made  by  shipowners  of 
all  Nationalities  trading  to  Egypt  to 
their  several  Ministers  in  that  Country, 
with  respect  to  the  Light  Dues  at  pre- 
sent levied  by  the  Egyptian  Government ; 
whether  the  Be  venue  derived  from 
these  Dues  amounts  to  a  figure  between 
£80,000  and  £90,000  per  annnm,  while 
the  Expenditure,  allowing  a  liberal 
amount  to  be  set  aside  for  depreciation 
and  maintenance,  does  not  reach  any- 
thing like  half  that  sum  ;  whether,  also, 
it  is  the  case  that  Great  Britain  only 
acceded  to  the  present  tariff  on  the  ex- 
press condition — 

"That  Buch  tariff  Bhoald  be  incressed  or  low. 
•rad  accoiding  to  the  state  of  the  Light  EooM 
Budget,  to  be  drawn  up  by  Govenunsnt  CTory 

and,  if  the  facts  as  stated  in  this  Ques- 
tion be  correct.  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment wilt  insist  on  the  Dues  on  Shipping 
being  diminished,  in  proportion  to  the 
excess  of  Revenue  now  obtained ;  or,  is 
other  words,  to  the  extent  of  less  than 
one-half  the  present  tariff? 

The  secretary  to  the  BOARD 
(Baron  Henbt  De  Worus)  :  I  am  aware, 
Sir,  that  a  representation  to  tbe  effect 
stated  by  the  hon.  Member  has  recently 
been  made  with  respect  to  the  light 
dues  levied  by  the  Egyptian  Govern- 
ment. From  the  Lighthouse  Accounts 
submitted,  the  receipts  and  expenditure 
are  practically  as  stated.  The  annual 
balance  on  the  accounts  is  devoted  to 
the  repayment  to  the  Egyptian  Govern- 
ment of  the  debt  on  the  lighthouse  funds 
for  the  first  oost  of  the  works.  In  the 
notice  issued  to  the  shipping  interest  in 
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1870,  announcing  tlie  lighthouBe  tariff, 
it  was  stated  that  the  duea  should  b« 
BusceptibU  of  increase  or  diminntion 
accordiDft  to  the  state  of  the  Lighthouse 
Budget  to  be  published  every  jear. 
This  arrangement  was  approved  by 
Her  Majestjr's  Uovernment.  As  regards 
the  fourth  point,  I  may  state  that  the 
trade  have  long  been  pressing  for  ad- 
ditional lighthouses,  and  any  question 
with  respect  to  the  reduction  of  lif^ht- 
house  dues  shall  be  fully  considered  in 
connection  with  that  subject. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  asked  whether 
the  hon.  Oentleman  was  aware  that  the 
annual  lighthouse  Budget  had  not 
been  recently  published  by  the  Egyptiai 
tiovemment  ? 

The  secretary  to  the  BOARD 
I  believe  the  hon.  Member  ia  perfectly 
correot ;  but  in  future  that  Budget  viU 
he  regularly  published. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE    (IRELAND)-THE 

BAIUFF  TO  THE  SHERIFF  OF 

MEATH  CO. 

Me.  BIGQAR  (for  Mr.  Shbii.)  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  Whether  he  is  aware 
that  a  man  named  Mathews,  who  is 
bailiff  and  auctioneer  to  the  Sheriff  of 
Meath,  and  as  his  representative  makes 
seizures  and  conducts  sales,  was  charged 
at  the  Navan  Petty  Sessions,  of  the  II th 
instant,  with  being  druck  and  disorderly 
on  three  occasions;  that,  for  several 
years  past,  he  has  been  repeatedly 
victed  of  similar  offences,  and  sentenced 
to  imprisonment  and  fine ;  that,  about 
four  weeks  ago,  the  police  took  a  gun 
from  him  when  he  was  rolling  through 
the  streets  of  Navan  in  a  state  of  drunk- 
enness ;  and,  whether  he  will  make  such 
representations  as  will  secure  bis  die- 
missal  from  the  responsible  position  of 
baihff? 

The  chief  SEORETART  (Sir 
■\ViLLiAM  Haet  D?ks)  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber is,  of  course,  aware  that  a  Sheriff'e 
bfuliff  is  not  an  officer  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  that  the  Government  have 
no  power  to  dismiss  him.  It  is,  how- 
ever, quite  open  to  the  Oovemment, 
or  to  anyone  else,  to  make  representa- 
tions in  tbo  Droper  quarter  in  case  of 
misconduct  by  an  officer  of  the  law,  and 
the  Report  I  have  received  of  the  pre- 
sent case  would  appear  to  justify  such 


made  aware  of  the  facts  of  this  case,  I 
will  Bee  that  he  is  communicated  with. 

PARLIAIIENTART  VOTERS— HEGIB- 

TEATION    OF    VOTERS    IN   AQRICUL. 

TURAL  DISTRICTS. 

Mr.  PICTON  (for  Mr.  LiBotrcHERE) 
asked  the  President  of  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board,  "Whether  he  is  aware 
that  in  numerous  agricultural  districts 
the  overseers  are  throwing  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  persons  being  placed  on  the 
Registry  of  Parliamentary  Voters,  and 
that  in  some  places,  notably  at  New- 
market, no  list  has  been  placed  on  the 
church  or  chapel  doors;  and,  whether 
he  will  take  steps  to  see  that  the  over- 
seers do  their  duty  in  the  matter? 

Mb.  BKOADHTJRST  said,  that  he 
had  received  a  letter  that  day  stating 
that  complaints  were  made  in  the  Thet- 
ford  district  also  on  this  subject. 

Thb  PRESIDENT  (Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
fodb)  :  I  have  no  information  that 
overseers  in  agricultural  districts  are 
throwing  obstacles  in  the  way  of  per- 
sons being  placed  on  the  Registry  of 
Parliamentary  Voters.  The  overseers 
ate  in  no  way  subject  to  the  directions 
of  the  Local  Oovemment  Board  with  re- 
gard to  their  registration  duties.  If 
they  fail  to  comply  with  the  statutory 
requirements  they  render  themselves 
liable  to  a  penalty.  As  regards  New- 
market, which  is  referred  to,  I  have 
communicated  with  the  overseers.  One 
of  the  overseers  of  All  Saints',  New- 
market, replies — 

"  Previonato  Aarust  I  >  written  list  of  rotsn 
wai  placed  on  thei^urcli  door;  bat  I  believa 
that  for  lome  days  tboro  w«a  no  notice  on  tfas 
chnpel  door  in  consequenDS  of  a  dekj'  of  the 
printers.  There  is  now  a  list  on  both  cbarch 
and  chapel  doom.  I  mej'  mentioD  that  the  otct- 
■eer  appointed  with  me  ia  an  attendant  at 
chapel  and  a  Liberal  in  politics." 

Me.  JESSE  COLLINGS  asked  whe- 
ther, in  view  of  the  fact  that  this  was 
practically  new  work,  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  would  ad- 
dress to  the  overseers  a  Memorandum 
pointing  out  the  necessity  of  accuracy  in 
making  out  these  lists  ?  In  mauyparts, 
particularly  in  Suffolk,  the  overseers 
had  made  out  those  lists,  and  had 
not  observed  accuracy  in  the  qualifica- 
tions. 

The  PRESIDENT  said,  he  was  not 


representation  being  made.     If  I  find,    aware  that  the  work  was  new  in  any 
therefore,  that  the  Sheriff  has  not  been   special  sense.    It  was  always  the  duty  of 
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the  overseers  to  place  the  lists  on  the 
church  doors. 

Me.  JESSE  COLLINGS  asked  the 
Home  Secretary,  whether  he  would  give 
the  Revising  Barristers  the  la^est'Iati- 
tude  in  the  revision  of  the  lists,  and  in- 
struct them  to  be  strict  in  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  penalties  against  overseers  ? 

The  secretary  op  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AssEBToN  Oboss)  :  I  have  no  power 
in  the  matter. 

LAW   AND   POLICE— POLrriCAL 
CLUBS. 

Me.  M'LAREN  asked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
Whether  he  can  now  carry  out  the  pro- 
mise of  hia  Predecessor  in  OQice  respect- 
ing the  late  riotous  pioceediugs  at  the 
Political  Club  near  Tottenham  Court 
Hoad,  and  give  any  explanation  of  thi 
action  of  the  Police  on  that  occasion 
why  no  evidence  was  tendered  by  thi 
Police  against  the  members  of  the  Club 
on  the  occasion  when  the  case  against 
the  Club  was  dismissed  by  the  magis- 
trate, and  why  and  on  what  terms  the 
Club  withdrew  tbeir  case  against  the 
police ;  and.  if,  considering  the  interest 
that  ia  felt  in  this  case  among  Working 
Men's  Clubs,  he  will  institute  an  inquiry 
into  the  whole  matter  ? 

Thb  secretary  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AasHEioN  Cross),  in  reply,  said,  he 
did  not  know  what  the  bon.  and  learned 
Member  meant  by  the  promise  of  his 
Predecessor  in  Office.  All  that  he  knew 
was  that  a  number  of  men  were  com- 
mitted for  trial  by  Mr.  Newton  on 
charges  of  assaulting  the  police;  that 
there  was  also  a  cross-summons  taken 
out  against  the  police  officers;  that 
when  the  matter  came-before  the  Central 
Criminal  Court,  on  the  opening;  address 
of  counsel  being  concluded,  the  Recorder 
suggested  that  no  evidence  should  be 
offered  on  either  side;  and  that  that 
course  was  agreed  upon,  and  the  jury  re- 
turoeda  verdict  of  "Not  Guilty."  There 
seemed  to  have  been  a  misunderstand- 
ing at  the  time  the  alleged  assaults  oc- 
curred. The  police  thought  they  were 
attacking  the  Club,  and  they  were  not. 

Mb.  M'LABEN  asked  whether,  ii 
order  to  prevent  such  misunderstandings 
in  future,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  not  institute  some  kind  of  in- 
quiry ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  be- 
lieved that  the  Recorder  was  a  Judge 
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'erj  greai  experience,  and  that  it 
was  not  necessary  to  institute  any  fur- 
ther inquiry. 

SLAVE  TRAFFIC— ANGLO.EQTPTIAN 

CONVENTION  OF  1877. 

Sia  ROBERT  FOWLER  (Loed 
Mayor)  asked  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreiga  Affairs,  Whether  Her 
Majesty's  Government  have  taken  or 
are  taking  any  steps  to  ioaure  the  carry- 
ing out,  by  the  Egyptian  Oxirernment, 
of  the  terms  of  the  Anglo -Egyptian 
Convention  of  1877,  for  the  suppression 
of  the  slave  traffic,  which  should  have 
come  into  force  in  August  188-i  ? 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Bodrke)  :  The  steps  taken 
lest  year  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
Convention  of  1S77  will  be  found  in  the 
Paper  laid  as  Slave  Trade  No.  4  of  16S4. 
Those  Papers  carry  the  Correspondence 
down  to  November  last.  The  policy  of 
Her  Majesty's  present  Government  will 
be  directed  towards  promoting  measures 
to  bring  offenders  against  the  law  be- 
fore the  competent  tribunals. 

COMMISSIONERS  OF  NATIONAL  EDO- 
CATION  (I  RE  LAND) -ERECTION  OP 
NEW  KCHOOLS  —  BUILDING  MA- 
TERIALS. 
Mk.  O'BRIEN  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  it  has  coms  to  his  knowledge 
that  the  official  speciGcatioos  supplied 
by  the  Commissioners  of  National  Edu- 
cation to  managers  applying  for  grants 
towards  the  erection  of  new  schools  re- 
quire that  all  cement  used  in  the  build- 
ings shall  be  of  London  make;  whe- 
ther he  is  aware  tliat  cement  of  a  very 
superior  quality  is  manufactured  at 
Wexford  which  would  be  excluded  by 
this  specification ;  and,  whether  instruc- 
tions will  be  issued  to  the  Department 
to  alter  the  specification  so  as  not  to 
make  it  prohibitory  with  regard  to  Irish- 
made  materials  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Sir  William  Habt  Dyke)  :  I 
understand  that  in  a  form  of  speciffca- 
tion  for  school  buildings  issued  by  the 
Board  of  Works  the  use  of  cement  of 
London  make  is  recommended,  but  that 
it  has  never  been  enfurced.  The  Board 
of  Works  inform  ma  that  when  shortly 
issuing  a  reprint  of  this  specification  it 
ia  their  intention  to  expunge  the  recom- 
mendation referred  to,  , —  i 
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LAW  AND   POLICE   (IRELAND) -FINES 

FOR  DANGEROUS  USE  OF  FIRE- 

WORKS  AT  BALLINROBE. 

Me.  sexton  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  LieuteDant  of  Ireland, 
Whether,  at  a  recent  sitting;  of  the  Bal- 
linrobe  Petty  Sessions,  some  small  boys, 
on  the  prosecution,  of  the  district  inspec- 
tor of  Coastabiilary,  were  fined  for  hav- 
ing let  off  rockets  on  the  occasion  of  a 
public  welcome  in  the  town  to  the  Ca- 
tholic Archbishop  of  the  see  ;  whether 
anyone  was  fined  or  prosecuted  for  a 
eimilar  cause  in  any  other  part  of  the 
diocese ;  whether  the  district  iaspector, 
the  bead  constable,  and  all  the  sergeants 
in  Ballinrobo  are  Proteetante  ;  and, 
whether,  the  population  being;  almost 
wholly  Catholic,  the  condition  of  the 
local  force  la  the  respect  specified  will 
be  amended  F 

The  chief  SECRETARY  fob  IRE- 
LAND (Sir  William  HaetDyke):  I 
am  informed  that  the  ages  of  the  small 
boys  referred  to  varied  from  20  to  40 
years.  They  were  engaged  in  throwing 
lighted  balls  of  tow,  saturated  with 
paraffin  oil,  in  the  vicinity  of  thatched 
houses.  Ck>mplaint8  were  made  to  the 
police  of  the  danger  of  this  practice,  and 
the  men  were  cautioned^  but,  as  they 
would  not  desiet,  they  were  summoned 
and  fined.  There  is  no  report  of  any 
similar  prosecution  in  that  diocese.  I 
understand  the  religious  composition  of 
the  forae  at  Ballinrobe  at  tiie  present 
moment  is  as  stated  in  the  Question ; 
but  there  is  nothing  in  the  faots  I  hare 
detailed  to  show  that  the  action  of  the 
police  in  the  present  case  was  influenced 
by  motives  of  religion.  However,  the 
Inspector  General  will  endeavour,  when 
an  opportunity  offers,  to  modify  the  pre- 
sent religious  proportion. 

PUBLIC    MEETINGS    (IRELAND)-THE 
MEETINO  AT  DROMDRE,  ISBS- 

DEATH  OF GIFFEN. 

Mb.  MACARTNEY  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, Whether  the  Oovernment,  having 
consented  to  an  inquiry  into  the  Maam- 
trasna  trial,  will  aleo  institute  an  inquiry 
into  the  circumstances  of  the  death  of 
the  young  man  Giffea,  vho  was  stabbed 
to  death  in  the  back  while  running  away 
from  a  body  of  pursuing  Constabulary 
in  the  Autumn  of  1(183,  at  Dromore,  in 
the  tounty  of  Tyrone? 


The  chief  SECRETARY  (Sir 
William  Habt  Dikr)  ;  The  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, in  undertaking  to  consider  any 
Memorials  presented  on  behalf  of  per- 
sons undergoing  puniebmeot  for  the 
Maamtrasna  murder,  only  followed  the 
usual  course  with  regard  to  such  Me- 
monal.  The  case  of  Oiffen  in  no  way 
resembled  the  Maamtrasna  cose,  there 
being  no  person  undergoing  punish- 
ment. The  present  Government  concur 
in  the  view  of  the  late  Government,  that 
it  was  not  necessary  to  have  any  public 
investigation  into  the  death  of  Giffen 
beyond  that  held  at  the  inquest. 

SCIENCE  AND  ART   DEPARTMENT. 
IRELAND. 

Mr.  SEXTON  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  the  Commissioners  of  National 
Education  in  Ireland  have,  in  numerous 
instanoee,  prevented  duly  qualified 
teachers  from  forming  classes  under 
the  Science  and  Art  Department,  al- 
though such  classes  were  to  be  taught 
outside  school  hours,  and  in  premises 
obtained  for  the  purpose ;  whether  it  is 
the  fact  that  no  corresponding  prohibi- 
tion is  imposed  oa  a  teacher  in  Great 
Britain ;  and,  whether  the  Irieh  Com- 
missioners, while  refusing  to  allow 
teachers  to  form  evening  science  classes, 
allow  them  to  give  private  tuition,  to 
keep  shops,  and  to  cultivate  farms? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Sir 
William  Hart  Dtke)  :  The  Commis- 
sioners of  National  Education  never 
prevent  a  teacher  who  discharges  hie 
duties  to  tbe  pupils  of  bis  school  with  a 
fair  degree  of  efficiency  from  forming 
classes  and  earning  results  fees  under 
the  Science  and  Art  Department. 

MERCANTILE  MAHINE-PILOTS— TEST 
OF  COLOUR-BLINDNESS. 

Mb.  J.  O.  TALBOT  asked  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Board  of  Trade,  Whether 
the  Board  will  consider  the  adviaabihty 
of  extending  to  pilots  the  obligation  to 
pass  an  examination  as  a  test  of  colour- 
blindness, which  is  now  binding  upon 
other  officers  of  the  Mercantile  Marine  P 

The  secretary  to  the  BOARD 
(Baron  Hekry  De  Worms)  :  I  quite  re- 
cognize the  extreme  importance  of  the 
question.  Tbo  Board  of  Trade  have 
no  statutory  powers  to  extend  the  exa- 
mination in  colours  to  pilots.  The  Par- 
linoientary  Paper,  No.   C.  4353,  how- 


1573 


£»d«iced 


{Anoi-'aT  10,  1885} 


Sc/iwh. 


1574 


ever,  shows  that  the  Board  hare  done 
tbeir  beat  to  indues  pilotage  authorities 
to  apply  the  colour  test  to  pilots,  aod 
that  their  efforts  hare  beea  attended 
with  Bome  success  iq  many  cases.  The 
endeavours  of  the  Board  of  Trade  will 
not  be  discontinued  as  opportunities 
occur  from  time  to  time  to  induce  all 
pilotage  authorities  to  include  in  their 
ezaminatioDB  of  pilots  so  obrious  and 
necessary  a  test. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (UETROPOLIS)- 

PURIFICATION  OP  THE  THAMES. 

Mr.  BORLASE  asked  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  Whe- 
ther be  can  give  the  House  any  infor- 
mation relative  to  the  success  or  other- 
wise of  the  experiments  which  have 
now  for  some  considerable  time  been 
carried  on  at  considerable  cost  at  Cross- 
ness with  a  view  to  the  purification  of 
the  sewage  of  the  Thames  ? 

Thk  president  (Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four) :  We  have  been  in  communication 
with  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works, 
and  are  informed  that  experiments  as  to 
the  purification  of  the  sewage  discharged 
into  the  Thames  at  Crossness  have  been 
in  progress  for  some  months  upon 
1,000,000  gallons  per  day,  and  that  the 
experiments,  so  far  as  they  have  gone, 
are  considered  by  the  officials  of  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  to  have 
been  sufficiently  eatiefaclory  to  justify 
the  Board  in  preparing  machinery  and 
plant  for  treating  chemically  and    by 

Srecipitation  8,000,000  gallons  of  sewage 
aily.  I  may  add  that  the  Local  Go- 
vernmeat  Board  have  no  jurisdiction  as 
regards  the  discharge  into  the  Thames 
of  the  sewage  of  the  Metropolis. 

ENDOWED  SCHdOLS  —  ALDERilAN 

DAUNTSEY'S  CHAEITV  (WKRT 

LAVINGTON). 

Mr.  ACLAND,  refeiTing  to  a  recent 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Birmingham  (Sir.  Chamberlain),  said, 
it  was  with  no  disrespect  to  his  right 
hon.  Friend  that  he  put  the  following 
Question  ;  but  as  he  thought  it  desirable 
that  some  official  contradiction  should 
be  given  to  the  statement  contained  in 
the  speech  by  the  ofiScial  head  of  the 
Charity  Commission  in  the  House,  he 
begged  to  ask  the  Vice  President  of  the 
Ci>mmittee  of  Council,  Whether  it  is  the 
case  that  there  ia  a  great  endowment 
Jcfl  fur  the  poor  of  a  parish  in  Wiltshire 


(which  might  now  bo  used  to  promote 
their  happiness  and  welfare),  but  the 
greater  part  of  which  is  to  be  diverted 
under  a  scheme  of  the  Charity  Commia- 
flioners,  in  order  to  create  a  school  of 
aecondary  education  for  the  middle  olasa 
in  a  neighbouring  town ;  and.  if  so, 
whether  ihe  Government  intend  to  take 
any  steps  in  the  matter  ? 

Mr.  .TESSE  COLLINGK  asked  the 
Vice  President  of  the  Committee  of 
Council,  Whether  it  is  the  case  that 
Alderman  Dauntsey  left  certain  proper- 
ties situated  in  the  City  of  London  to 
the  poor  of  West  Laviogton  and  the 
adjacent  parishes  for  their  benefit  for 
over ;  whether  this  property  now  realises 
about  £15,000  per  annum,  and  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  Mercers' Company  ;  whe- 
ther about  £700  only  hare  hitherto 
been  spent  on  the  poor  of  West  Laving- 
ton  in  the  form  of  Free  Schools  and 
Atmehouses,  and  that  the  Mercers' 
Company  have  now  agreed  to  pay  to 
the  Charity  Commissioners  £30,000  on 
account  of  the  property  named ;  and, 
whether,  under  the  new  scheme  of  the 
Charity  Commissioners,  the  existing 
Free  Schools  are  to  be  taken  away  from 
the  poor  of  West  Lavington,  and  the 
£30,000  to  be  given  to  the  town  of 
Marlborough  or  Uevizes  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  a  school  for  the  middle 
and  wealthier  clasi^es  ? 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  :  It  is 
understood  that  the  endowment  referred 
to  in  the  Question  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  East  Cornwall  is  that  of  Alderman 
Dauntsey  in  the  pariah  of  West  Laving* 
ton.  The  foundation  is  for  a  grammar 
school  and  an  almshouse,  for  the  joint 
maintenance  of  which  there  ia  an  annual 
endowment  of  £60  a*year.  The  alms- 
house is  for  poor  men  and  women, 
primarily  of  the  parish  of  West  Laving- 
ton. The  grammar  school  endowment 
was  not  left  for  the  poor  of  West 
Lavington,  or  for  the  poor  at  all,  but  ia 
entirely  free  from  restrictive  trusts, 
except  only  that  the  school  was  to  be 
placed  in  West  Lavington.  Under  tha 
schenie  of  the  Charity  Commissioners 
the  endowment  will,  by  the  bounty  of 
the  Mercers'  Company,  be  largely 
augmented.  The  almshouses  for  the 
poor  of  West  Lavington  will  be  retained, 
with  a  sufficient  annual  income  for  their 
support.  The  school  in  West  Lavinir 
tun  will  bo  ro-modolled  and  B'''^''^  >qq[p 
0  E-J  ^ 
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proved,  and 

out  of  the  moneys  provided  hy  the 
Mercers'  Company  will  be  applicable 
eUewbere  for  the  purpose  of  aecondary 
education,  which  appears  to  have  been 
the  kiud  of  educatiun  contemplated  by 
the  founder.  The  etatement,  thereTore, 
which  ia  quoted  in  the  Queation  la  quite 
iuaccurate. 

Mb.  OHAMBEELAIX  :  I  should 
like  to  ask  whether  it  is  not  the  fact 
that  the  original  endowment,  so  far  aa 
the  grammar  school  waa  concerned,  was 
not  for  a  free  school,  and  therefore  pri- 
marily a  school  for  the  poor  ? 

Me.  JESSE  COLLINGS  asked,  whe- 
ther the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Vice 
President  of  the  Council  had  read  the 
will  of  Alderman  Daunteey  7  He  should 
like  to  ask  whether  it  was  not  tho  fact 
that  the  property,  which  was  now  sup- 
posed to  be  worth  £150,000,  bad  been 
offered  by  the  Charity  Commissioners  to 
the  Mercers'  Company  on  condition  that 
they  should  pay  £30,000  ;  and,  whether 
it  was  not  tue  fact  that  two-thirds  of 
this  money  were  to  be  applied  to  schools 
in  a  targe  town  in  Wiltshire  to  the 
detriment  of  the  village  of  West  La- 
vington  ? 

The  VICE  PEESIDENT  said,  he 
bad  not  bad  an  opportunity  of  examin- 
ing Alderman  Dauntsey's  will ;  but  he 
derived  bis  information  from  those  who, 
no  doubt,  had  referred  to  it.  The  hon. 
Member  was  entirely  in  error  with 
regard  to  the  position  of  the  Mercers' 
Company  aa  to  this  fund.  The  Court  of 
Chancery  had  decided  that  this  was  not 
charity  property  at  all ;  but  as  an  act 
of  grace  the  Mercers'  Company  had 
offered  to  give  up  large  Bums  to  be  used 
for  the  purposes  of  this  will.  He  had 
no  doubt  the  bon.  Member  was  right  in 
saying  that  £16,000  was  to  be  devoted 
to  secondary  education  apart  from  West 
Lavington. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN:  The  right 
bon.  Gentleman  the  Vice  President  of 
the  Council  has  not  anawered  my  Ques- 
tion whether  a  grammar  school  was  not 
a  free  school  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  said,  that 
this  was  not  expressly  declared  to  be  a 
free  school,  and  judging  from  the  terms 
of  tlie  Traitt  it  did  not  appear  that  it 
was  exclusively  intended  for  the  poor. 
The  intention  waa  to  found  a  school 
somewhat  above  that,  and  to  give  a 
higher  education. 
Xr.  E.  Sfanhope 


PUBLIC    HEALTH    (METROPOLIS) - 
PUKIFICATION  OF  THE  THAMES. 

(CANVEY  ISLAND). 
Mr.  CLAHK  READ  asked  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
in  view  of  the  approach  of  cholera,  and 
the  desirability  of  appeasing  the  public 
mind  aa  to  the  increasing  pollution  of 
the  Thames,  If  fas  would  state  whether 
be  bad  laid  before  the  Metropolitan 
Board  the  memorial  of  Colonel  Jones, 
V,C.,  and  Mr.  Bailey-Denton,  proposing 
the  cleansing  of  the  Metropolitan  sewage 
on  Canvey  Island,  in  consonance  with 
the  views  of  the  Royal  Commission  on 
Metropolitan  Sewage  Discharge — viz. 

"  That  it  in  neither  necessarjr  nor  juiUfiabls 
to  discharge  tbc  Sewage  of  the  Metropolis  in  iti 
crude  stnte  ioto  any  p.irt  of  the  cetUMi;  of  the 
Thames  from  the  Nore  upvordi ; " 
and  that  "the  aewage  liquid,  after 
separation  from  the  solida,"  should  be 
oarried  down  to  a  point  of  the  Thames 
lower  than  Hole  Haven  7 

Thb  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  Absheton  Cfiosa) :  Tee,  Sir  ;  I  bavs 
some  time  ago. 

AFRICA  (WEST  COAST)-GERMAS 
ANNEXATIONS. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  be  has  any  official  in- 
formation  with  reference  to  the  reputed 
annexations  by  the  German  Govenuueot 
in  the  repion  of  Zanzibar  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Boueke)  :  The  informa- 
tion received  by  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment from  Zaniibar  does  not  confirm 
the  truth  of  the  statement  of  7%«  r.mM* 
Berlin  telegram  of  August  7  respecting^ 
the  cession  of  the  district  of  Kilima- 
Njaro,  Chaga,  Aruscha,  &c.  to  the  Ger- 
man East  African  Society.  On  the  con- 
tcary,  we  have  every  reason  to  believe 
that  the  Chiefs  of  those  districts  ar« 
loyal  to  the  Sultan  of  Zanzibar,  and 
continue  to  acknowledge  his  suzerainty. 

Me.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD  asked  if 
the  right  bon.  Gentleman  had  any  in- 
formation as  to  the  alleged  intimidation 
of  the  Sultan  of  Zanzibar  by  the  pre- 
sence of  a  German  Fleet? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE :  We  have  beard  that  the  shipa 
of  the  Q«rman  Fleet  have  arrived  near 
Zanzibar ;  but  we  have  not  heard  whe- 
ther the  Sultan  ia  intimidated. 
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ARUV— THE  COMMISSARIAT  STAFF— 
THE   ROYAL  MAUINES. 

Sia  JOHN  HAT  asked  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty,  Whether  Her  Ma- 
jesty's GoYomment  have  made  arrange- 
mentB  which  will  reader  Officers  of  the 
Royal  Marine  eligible  to  be  tTaosferred 
aa  Probatioaera  to  the  Commissariat 
BtaS ;  and,  if  eo,  how  soon  this  regnla- 
tioii  will  tahe effect? 

The  SECRETAET  (Mr.  EixoniE) 
said  that,  in  reply  to  representations 
from  the  Admiralty,  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  had  approved  a  limited 
number  of  officers  of  the  Royal  Marines 
being  transferred  as  Probationers  to  the 
Commissariat  Staff  under  the  same  re- 
quirements as  to  age  which  existed  with 
regard  to  the  Army. 

ARMY— ALLEGED  UNPOPULAfilTY. 

SiK  WALTER  B.  BAETTELOT 
asked  the  Secretary  of  Swte  for  War, 
Whether  his  atteutios  has  been  called 
to  a  statement  in  The  Pall  Mall  GazeiU 
of  Friday  August  7th.  headed  ""Why 
the  Army  is  unpopular,"  and  purporting 
to  be  a  letter  from  a  private  soldier  at 
the  depot  of  the  Royal  Fusiliers  at 
Hounslow,  bringing  forward  a  series  of 
charges,  if  true,  of  a  most  serious  cha> 
racter  with  regard  to  the  treatment  of 
recruits  at  that  depot;  and,  whether 
there  is  aoy  foundation  for  such  a  state- 
ment with  regard  to  any  of  the  charges 
contained  in  that  letter  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr. 
W.H.Smith);  Yes,  Sir;  Ihavonotioed 
the  article  ia  Tk»  Pall  Jifall  GaiHU,  and 
have  already  called  for  a  full  Report 
npon  the  depot  at  Hounslow.  The  state- 
ments made,  which  refer  to  the  month  of 
May,  are  much  exaggerated ;  but  it  is 
impossible  within  the  limits  of  an  answer 
to  refute  all  the  charges  put  forward. 
If,  however,  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
will  call  OD  me  at  the  War  Office  I  will 
gladly  show  him  the  Report  I  have  re- 
ceived on  the  subject ;  or  if  he  will  more 
for  the  Papers  they  shall  be  given. 

ARMY  —  MILITARY    FARMS    AT 
ALDERSHOT. 

Sir  ARTHUR  HAYTER  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Whether  the 
experiment  of  farming  the  land  at  Al- 
dershot,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Com- 
mandaot's  quarters,  baa  been  attended 


with  satisfactory  i-esults ;  and,  whether 
the  Commanding  Royal  Engineer  at 
that  station  has  been  able  to  furnish  the 
promised  estimate  per  acre  of  the  ex- 
pense of  reclaiming  the  land,  after  de- 
ducting the  price  of  the  manure  now 
furnished  from  the  camp,  and  the  pro- 
bable selling  value  of  the  crop  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr. 
W.  H.  SmTH) :  The  Commanding  Royal 
Engineer  has  made  the  following  state- 

"  Cost  of  reclaimiutt  land  ii  £30  per  acre,  ex- 
clusiTs  of  msnaro.  Where  drainage  is  necei- 
aarj-,  cost  is  about  £10  per  acre.  The  annual 
inooioe  TSriea  ;  it  ia  now  about  2  per  cent  on 
■utlav,   exclusive    of   iranure,  bemg   let   for 

----'--      ly.    Whenir-         

<t  off,  7  and 

of  mannre  turoiahed  from  Qis  camp  ii  about 
£16  per  acre." 

THE  IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION— THE 
APPEAL  COURT  —  APPEALS  FROM 
TENANTS  ON  LORD  BOSSE'S  ESTATE, 
PARS0N8T0WN. 

Mr.  sexton  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
How  it  happened  that,  out  of  thirty- 
four  appeals  to  the  Irish  Land  Commis- 
sion, in  the  cases  of  tenants  on  Lord 
Roese's  estate  in  the  union  of  Parsons- 
town,  only  four  were  listed  for  hearing 
in  Dublin  on  the  3rd  ultimo,  and,  after 
these  four  tenants  hod  come  eighty 
miles,  with  their  solicitors  and  valuers, 
and  waited  two  days  in  Dublin  to  have 
their  cases  heard,  the  cases  vere  put 
back  to  a  future  day;  why  the  Land 
Commission  did  not  fix  a  time  for  hear- 
ing  all  the  cases  on  the  estate,  so  as  to 
render  the  costs  less  oppressive  to  the 
individual  tenant ;  and,  whether  ar- 
rangements will  be  made  to  save  the 
tenants  from  avoidable  costs  by  a  local 
hearing  of  their  cases  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Sir 
William  Habt  Dyee);  There  were 
no  land  appeals  listed  for  hearing 
on  the  3rd  ultimo.  Four  esses  on 
Lord  Rosse's  estate  were  listed  tor 
bearing  with  several  others  on  the  4ih 
of  June.  On  that  day  it  was  stated  to 
the  Court  that  three  of  Lord  Rosse's 
cases  had  been  settled,  but  none  of  them 
were  actually  reached  on  that  day,  and 
not  having  been  formally  withdrawn, 
they  were  re-listed  for  the  17th  of  June, 
when  the  one  ease  not  settled  was  dis- 
missed, and  the  other  three  were  with- 
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drawn,  with  costs  to  tho  tenants.  Thi 
Land  ConiuiissioDere  inform  me  tljiit  it 
ie  not  practicable  for  them  to  hold  a 
Court  of  Appeal  in  every  county  in 
land  ;  bnt  in  makiugtheir  arrangements 
they  consult,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
convenience  of  suitors. 

ROYAL  COJIMISSION  OK  THE  DEPBES- 
8I0N  OF  TRADE  AND  INDUSTRY- 
CONSTITUTION   OF  THE    COMMIS- 
SION. 
Mb.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD :  I  beg  to 
put  a  Cluestion  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
in  reference  to  his  speech  at  Bristol 
Saturday.      I  desire  to  ask   the    right 
hon.  Gentleman,  Whether  he  is   cor- 
rectly reported  to  have  said,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  proposed  Royal  Commission 
"  "        n  Trade— 


"  Right  hon.  and  hon.  Members  of  tha  Op- 
poaitinn  h&ve  aecnied  to  sbrink  from  aeTving  on 
tbia  CammimioD  becauss  thsy  appear  to  imaafiae 
that  thoie  doctrinea  may  be  queglioned,  aod,  us 
it  were,  to  doubt  their  power  of  defendinjc 
them.  Wo  desire,  in  the  name  of  the  nation, 
the  help  of  our  political  adTersariai  in  this 
■natter,  and  if  they  do  not  give  it  they  will  be 
wanting  in  their  duty  to  their  countt;  and 
their  Queen." 

I  wish,  Sir,  to  ask  whether  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  is  thus  correctly 
reported ;  and,  further,  if  he  will  lay 
on  the  Table  of  this  House  the  Corre- 
spondence which  has  passed  between 
the  Earl  of  Iddesleigh  and  those  right 
hon.  and  hon.  Members  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, in  order  that  it  may  be  seen  what 
was  the  numerical  position  in  which  the 
Earl  of  Iddesleigh  desired  to  place  thoso 
who  defend  the  economic  doctrines  which 
have  governed  this  country  for  a  gene- 
ration or  more.  [  6Vim  0/ "  Oh !  "  and 
"Order!"] 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
aUER:  The  Notice  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
bers Question  was  only  placed  in  my 
hands  as  I  entered  the  House,  and 
therefore  I  have  had  no  opportunity  of 
referring  to  any  report  of  the  remarks 
which  I  made  at  Bristol.  But  I  think 
the  quotation  of  the  hon.  Member  accu- 
rately represents  the  purport  of  what  I 
said,  with  this  exception — that  I  did 
not,  so  far  as  I  recollect,  go  as  far  as  to 
say  "  that  they  will  be  wanting  in  their 
duty  to  their  country  and  their  Queen." 
What  I  said  was,  I  think,  an  espression 
of  my  own  belief  that  service  on  snoh  a 
Sir  WUUam  Bart  Dyh 


CommiKsion  as  this,  if  required,  wa?  a 
duty  which  those  who  had  been  inviicd 
to  serve  owed  to  their  country.  Wiik 
regard  to  the  Question  of  the  ban. 
Member  as  to  the  Correiipondene*  b*> 
tween  the  Earl  of  Iddesleigh  and  tiw 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  (^. 
Shaw  Lefevre),  it  is,  of  course,  of  & 
nature  which  prevents  my  laying  it  ca 
the  Table. 

Me.  SHAW  LEFEVRE :  As  one  <rf 
those  concerned  in  this  matter,  having 
been  invited  to  take  part  in  tiiia  Con- 
mission,  I  venture  to  hope  that  the 
right  hon.  Oentlemaa  will  lay  befcn 
the  House  the  Correspondence  whiei 
has  passed  between  myself  aod  the  Eul 
of  Iddosleigh.  [An  hon.  Membek: 
Move  for  it.]  I  shall  take  an  opporti- 
nity,  if  Her  Majesty's  Government  de- 
cline to  lay  it  on  the  Table,  of  prodndnj 
it  in  some  other  way ;  and  I  ventnn  to 
think  that  when  published  it  will  not 
bear  out  the  remarks  of  tha  right  bm. 
Gentleman.    [  Cr\ei  of  "  Order !  "1 

Mb.  SPEAKER  :  The  matter  cumeC 
be  debsted  at  this  stage. 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVRE:  I  beg  to 
give  Notice  that  I  will  to-mormv  tA 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether,  wttk 
the  consent  of  myself,  he  will  lay  tbr 
Correspondence  before  the  House  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  tiie  EXCHE- 
QUER :  There  are  two  parties  to  ths 
Correspondence — the  Earl  of  Zddesletgji 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ;  and,  of 
course,  I  cannot  make  a  promise  withint 
consulting  with  the  Earl  of  Iddealei^. 

Me.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD :  The  ngit 
hon.  Gentleman  will  have  an  opporn- 
nity  of  consulting  the  Earl  of  Iddeeleigk 
to-day;  and,  therefore,  I  beg  to  giv« 
Notice  that  I  will  ask  him  to-mono* 
whether  he  will  present  the  Correepond- 
ence? 

TheCHANCELLOR  o?  thi  EXCHE- 
QUER: I  shall  be  happy  to  ansctr 
the  Question,  Sir,  if  asked  by  the  rigtit 
hoR.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Reading 
(Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre). 

EDUCATION  OF  THE  BLIND— THE 
ROYAL  COJIMISSION. 

SiE  GABRIEL  GOLDNET  b^<1 
the  tjecretary  of  State  for  the  Has* 
Department,  Whether  numerous  ramoa- 
strances  had  not  been  received  npoa 
the  composition  of  the  Com  mission  lately 
issued  with  regard  to  the  education  at 
the  blind,  on  the  grouud  that  a  pr^Kui- 
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derant  number  of  tlio  Commiuion  were 
the  rcpresonfalivea  and  adTOcatea  of 
ODe  particular  eyBtem,  while  other  eye- 
tems  veie  vholly  unrepresented;  and, 
vhether  he  would  oonaider  the  expe- 
diency of  iucreasiog  the  number  of  the 
CommiHsiou  by  the  addition  of  repre- 
■entetives  of  other  methods  of  teaching, 
in  order  that  the  Commisaioii  mif^ht  be 
so  constituted  as  that  its  Report  when 
issued  might  command  the  confidence 
of  the  public  ? 

The  SKCRETAHT  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  Absheton  Ceobs),  in  reply,  said, 
that  the  Royal  Commission  on  the  Edu- 
cation of  the  Blind  had  been  appointed 
by  the  late  Qovemment,  and  it  was  an 
accident  that  the  arraneements  were 
not  completed  when  Ihey  left  Of&ce.  He 
had  added  two  additional  Members  to 
the  CommiBsion  ;  and  he  would  consider 
the  advisability  of  appointing  a  Member 
from  Ireland. 
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THE  HEQISTRATION  (8DPPLE- 
MENTAHT)  LISTS. 

He.  JESSE  OOLLINOS  aslced  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, ^^1luther  he  would  issue  inetruc- 
tioDS  to  Clerks  of  the  Peace  and  to  Town 
Clerks  of  boroughs  with  respect  to  their 
new  duties  in  connection  with  making 
out  the  supplementary  lists  of  voters 
which  should  contain  the  names  of  voters 
■who  would  otherwise  be  removed  as  dis- 
qualified ? 

The  SECEETAKT  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AssiiETON  Cross),  in  reply,  said,  he 
had  been  informed  that  the  Home  Office 
had  already  sent  out  Circulars  about 
registration. 

Mr.  CLARE  READ  asked  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Qovemment  Board, 
Whether  he  would  issue  a  Circular  to 
Boards  of  Guardians  directing  them  to 
afford  the  overseers  such  assistance  as 
would  enable  them  to  prepare  the  sup- 
plementary lists  of  voters  consequent  on 
the  passing  of  the  Medical  Relief  Die- 
qualification  Removal  Act  ? 

Thb  PRESIDENT  (Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four], in  reply,  said,  that  relieving  offi- 
cers were  bound  by  law  to  furnish  all 
the  information  in  their  power.  lie 
had  no  power  to  ^ve  any  directions 
in  the  matter;  but  no  complaint  had 
reached  him  of  any  information  hav- 
ing been  withheld  by  any  Board  of 
Guardians. 


PAIlLlAirEN'r-BUSrXESS  OF  THB 

HOUSE-MINIKTERIAL 

STATEMENT. 

The  MAEttUEss  of  HAETINGTON  : 
I  should  like  to  ask  the  right  boa.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
Whether  he  can  make  any  statement  to- 
day  as  to  what  Business  Her  Majesty's 
Government  intend  to  proceed  with 
during  what  remains  of  the  present 
Session ;  and  also  whether  he  is  able  to 
state  the  day  on  which  Business  will  be 
concluded  and  the  Prorogation  take 
place?  I  should  also  like  to  ask  him 
whether  he  can  state  the  course  the  Go- 
vernment intend  to  take  with  regard  to 
No.  6  Order,  the  Police  Enfranchise- 
ment Extension  Bill.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  see  that  the  Bill  in-  , 
volves  very  contentious  matter ;  and, 
having  regard  to  the  understanding  that 
contentious  matter  should  not  be  pro- 
ceeded with,  I  should  like  to  ask  him 
what  course  he  intends  to  take? 

TheCHANCELIX)Rof  THE  EXCHE- 
QUER :  The  last  Bill  to  which  the  noble 
Marquess  refers  is  a  private  Member's 
Bill,  and  all  I  have  stated  with  regard  to 
it  is  that  we  would  endeavour  to  afford 
my  hon.  Friend  who  brought  it  in  (Mr. 
Coleridge  Kennard)  such  facilities  as 
might  enable  him  to  take  the  sense  of 
the  House  on  the  Motion  that  the 
Speaker  do  leave  the  Cbalr.  Of  course, 
it  does  not  rest  with  me  or  with  Hei 
Majesty's  Government  to  decide  whether 
a  contentious  measure  introduced  by 
a  private  Member  should  or  should 
not  be  proceeded  with  ;  but  I  rather 
question— considering  the  fact  that  it 
was  strongly  supported  on  the  second 
reading  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Derby  (Sir  William  Har- 
Gourt)  and  some  hon.  Members  below  the 
Gangway  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House — whether  this  Bill  can  fairly  be 
called  a  contentious  measure.  The 
Business  of  the  Government  for  the  rest 
of  the  Session  will  be  practically  con- 
fined to  the  first  two  Orders  on  the 
Paper— the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  and  the  Land  Purchase  (Ire- 
land) Bill— there  will,  I  think,  be  ne- 
thing  else  that  can  be  called  of  a  con- 
tentious nature,  and  we  hope  that  the 
House  may  pass  both  those  measures. 
The  Bill  for  the  Housing  of  the  Work- 
ing Claasea  is  rather  the  Bill  of  the 
Royal  Commission  than  of  Her   Ua- 
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jerty's  Gofernment.  ["No,  no!"] 
well.I  will  leave  that  matter  to  be  aeltled 
by  the  Koyal  Commiseioners  themeelres. 
The  second  readiag  of  the  BiJl  trill  be 
moved  fo-night;  and  I  hope  the  House 
Till  be  able,  without  any  lengthened 
debate,  to  come  to  a  vote  on  the  second 
reading.  Of  course,  we  eball  attend 
very  carefully  to  the  opinions  which  may 
be  expressed  during  the  debate  with  a 
view  to  the  course  we  should  adopt  in  the 
later  stages  of  the  measure.  The  Land 
Purchase^  (Ireland)  BiU  can  hardly  be 
calledaco'otentioua measure;  and  wehope 
it  may  he  possible  to  proceed  with  the 
Committee  stage  to-night  if  the  Houee 
deals  witb  the  subjects  now  before  it  in 
the  spirit  in  which  it  has  treated  Business 
during  the  last  fortnight  or  three  weeks. 
Although  I  cannot  name  a  day  for  the 
Prorogation,  we  hope  that  it  may  not  be 
far  distant. 

Qenebai.  Sir  GEORGE  BALFOUE 
asked  whether  the  Government  intended 
to  proceed  with  the  Burgh  Police  (Scot- 
land) Bill  ? 

TheCHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER said,  a  Scotch  Member  called 
bis  attention  to  this  Bill  the  other  day, 
and  he  was  raah  enough  to  say  be  had 
never  heard  of  it.  He  was  told  it  waa 
a  Bill  of  500  elausea— [Mr.  Warton; 
599.]— and  how  a  Bill  of  that  kind  could 
become  law  this  Session  he  was  at  a  loss 
to  understand. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said,  he  under- 
stood that  the  Gt/tvemment  would  not 
proceed  with  the  Bill. 

TheOHANCELLOEofthe  EXCHE- 
QUER: Yes. 

Ma.  C.  S.  PjVRKER  said,  it  might 
save  time  if  he  were  allowed  to  inform 
the  House  that  the  Order  for  proceeding 
with  the  Bill  in  the  House  of  Lords  had 
to-day  been  read  and  discharged. 

Sir  JOHN  HAY  asked  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  if  he  would  be 
good  enough  to  state  when  the  Vote  of 
Thanks  waa  to  be  moved  to  the  Army 
and  Navy  for  their  gallant  services  in 
Egypt  and  the  Soudan  ? 

Titc  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  I  hope  to  move  that  Vote  oi 
Thursday. 

The  Marquess  of  HAETINGTON 
I  think  that  perhaps  the  right  bon.  Gen 
tleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exoheque 
may  be  able  to  give  a  little  further  ex 
planation  as  to  the  facilities  which  he 
states  that  the  Government  are  willing 
Th4  ChsxctUoroft^iExchtjutr 


to  give  to  the  Police  Enfranchisement 
Bill,  The  expression  which  the  right 
hoQ.  Gentleman  used  is  rather  elastic. 
I  presume  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  postpone  any  of  their 
own  Business  for  the  purpose  of  for* 
warding  the  Police  Enfranchisement 
Bill ;  and  I  do  not  think  that  the  gene- 
ral sense  of  the  House  would  be  in 
favour  of  prolonging  the  Session  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing  this  Bill.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  this  was 
in  a  sense  not  an  opposed  Bill;  bat 
there  are  many  hon.  Members  who  are 
disposed  to  oppose  it  upon  various 
grounds.  I  should  like  to  ask  the  right 
bon.  Gentleman  whether  he  can  give 
the  House  any  further  definition  as  to 
the  facilities  he  proposes  to  afford  for  tb« 
discussion  of  this  measure  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX  CHE- 
QUER: I  can  hardly  give  any  better 
definition  of  those  facilities  than  I 
have  already  given.  The  chief  ob- 
stacle to  dealing  with  the  Bill  is  the 
Eule  of  the  House  which  will  pre* 
vent  the  Motion  that  the  Speaker  do 
leave  the  Chair  being  made  after  half- 
past  12o'clack,  I  understand  thatmany 
hon.  Members  who  oppose  certain  de- 
tails of  the  measure  are  willing  that  the 
Bill  should  be  brought  on  to-nigbt.  even 
after  1  o'clock,  so  that  a  decision  of 
the  House  upon  the  various  points 
raised    in    reference    to    it    might    be 

Colonel  OOLTHUEST  asked,  whe- 
ther the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
bo  willing  tbat  the  discussion  upon  the 
second  reading  of  the  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  (England)  BiU  should 
be  adjourned  at  an  early  hour,  in  order 
that  the  House  might  go  into  Commit- 
tee upon  the  Land  Purchase  (Ireland) 
Bill? 

TheCHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER said,  he  was  afraid  that  he  must 
answer  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man's Question  in  the  ni'gative. 

Mb.  JAMES  STUAET  asked,  whe- 
ther the  statement  that  appeared  in  the 
newspapers  of  that  day,  that  the  Go- 
vernment were  introducing  a  measure 
dealing  with  the  public  health  of  the 
Metropolis,  was  correct ;  and,  if  so,  whe- 
ther it  was  intended  to  proceed  with  the 
Bill  this  Session  ? 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVEENMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfotte)  replied  that  the  Bill  had  been 
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iattoduced  into  the  Lor<^s-,  and,  there- 
fore, he  could  Dot  give  any  answer  as  to 
the  progress  that  would  be  made  with 
the  Bill. 

Me.  JAMES  STUAET  aaked,  whe- 
ther the  Bill  wae  a  Qoverament  mea- 
sure? 

Thb  PEESIDENT  said,  that  the 
measure  stood  in  exactly  the  same  posi- 
tion aa  that  which  was  about  to  be  dis- 
cussed that  night. 


ORDERS  OF  TEE  DA  Y. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  ■WORKING  CLASSES 

(ENGLAND)  BILL  [ZorA.]-[B"-t  24B-] 

(Sttrtlary  Sir  S.  Auhtlan  Crcn.) 

SECOND   BEADIKO. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  foe 
IBE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  E. 
AsHHEToK  Ceoss),  in  moving  that  the 
Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time,  said, 
that  the  House  would  remember  that 
early  in  188-1  a  Hoyal  Commission  was 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring 
into  and  reporting  upon  the  housing  of 
the  poor  in  the  Metropolis  and  else- 
where; aadhoD.  Membersought  to  con- 
gratulate themselves  upon  the  fact  that 
although  a  great  many  thorny  questions 
were  raised  and  separate  Reports  were 
presented  by  several  of  the  Commis- 
Bioners  upon  points  of  detail,  upon  the 
main  points  the  Eeport  of  the  Commis- 
sioners bad  been  practically  unanimous. 
At  the  s.ime  time,  he  was  bound  to  say 
that  they  owed  a  great  deal  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  (Sir  Charles 
"W.  Dilke).  the  President  of  the  Com- 
mission, for  the  part  he  took  in  the 
matter.  This  Bill  had  been  drawn  with 
the  object  of  embodying  most  of  the 
chief  recommendations  of  the  Commie- 
eioners.  Those  bou.  Members  who  had 
taken  the  trouble  to  read  the  Eeport  of 
the  Commissioners,  or  tbu  evidence  upon 
vhich  that  Report  was  founded,  would 
have  seen  that  there  was  ample  room 
for  improvement  in  certain  cases,  and 
that  in  many  cases  there  was  an  abso- 
lute necessity  for  further  legislation. 
He  admitted  the  force  of  the  observa- 
tion that  the  great  thing  was  that  the 
existing  law  ehould  be  tirmly  adminis- 
tered; but  he  thought  that  it  was 
equally  true  tliat  the  ozisting  law  re- 
quired material  alteration.    There  were 


two  great  evils  in  the  Metropolis — over- 
crowding and  sanitary  and  structural 
defects  in  the  houses.  It  was  quite 
clear  that  the  effect  of  the  present  mea- 
sure would  he  to  do  much  to  meet  those 
evils.  With  regard  to  over- crow  ding,  it 
must  be  remembered  that  there  was 
over-crowding  of  houses  within  a  par- 
ticular area,  as  well  as  over- crowding  of 
Sereons  in  particular  houses.  The  con- 
ition  of  things  in  the  worst  parts  of 
London  had  grown  in  consequence  of 
bouses  intended  for  residences  of  a 
better  class  having  been  split  up  into 
different  tenements,  while,  at  the  same 
time,  they  bad  been  hemmed  in  by 
bouses  of  a  smaller  class.  It  should 
not  be  supposed  that  aothiug  had  been 
done  in  tbe  way  of  checking  the  evil  of 
overcrowding.  Lord  Shaftesbury  said 
that,  bad  as  was  the  condition  of  Lon- 
don at  the  present  time,  it  was  a  para- 
dise compared  to  what  it  was  SO  years 
ago.  That  might  be  going  a  long  way, 
but  he  thought  there  was  some  truth  in 
the  statement,  because  a  great  deal  had 
already  been  done  under  tbe  Act  which 
he  (Sir  H.  Assbeton  Cross)  had  bad  the 
honour  of  carrying  through  that  House 
some  years  ago.  He,  However,  quite 
agreed  that  large  sums  of  money  had 
been  wasted  in  carrying  that  Act  into 
effect,  in  consequence  of  tbe  over-valua- 
tion of  tbe  property  taken  under  it.  By 
tbeActof  1882  agooddeal  had  been  done 
to  check  that  extravagant  expenditure. 
He  was,  however,  glad  to  say  that  under 
the  Act  which  bore  his  name  no  less 
than  42  acres  of  land  had  been  acquired 
in  the  Metropolis,  upon  which  Louses 
had  been  built  affurdiug  accommodation 
for  33,000  people.  That,  at  all  events, 
was  a  step  in  tbe  right  direction,  al- 
though, of  course,  as  contrasted  with 
tbe  enormous  population  of  this  Metro- 
polis, it  was  a  comparatively  small  one. 
He  fully  admitted,  liowever,  that  tbe 
people  who  were  dispossessed  of  their 
tenements  under  that  Act  were  not  ac- 
tually transferred  to  the  new  dwellings ; 
nevertheless,  the  result  of  the  working 
of  the  measure  bad  been  that  those  who 
went  to  the  new  dwellings  bad  left  room 
for  others  elsewhere.  What  were  tbe 
causes  of  the  present  discreditable  state 
of  things  with  regard  to  the  dwellings 
of  the  working  classes  in  Luudou  'f  The 
first  was  the  great  disproportion  that 
existed  between  the  incomes  of  the 
working  classes  and    tbe  rents  which 
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they  were  forced  to  psy  in  order  to  live  ) 
near  their  work-.  The  principle  of  sup- 
ply and  demand  did  not  apply  in  the 
case  of  those  who  had  to  be  at  their 
work  at  4  or  5  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
Another  cause  was  the  great  multiplicity 
of  interests  that  were  involved  in  this 
class  of  property,  and  the  diificulty  of 
getting  at  the  real  owner  of  the  pro- 
perty. In  1851  Lord  Shaftesbury  passed 
an  Act  which,  in  his  opinion,  ought  to 
have  done  much  to  check  the  evil  com- 
plained of.  The  object  of  that  Act  was 
to  enable  Yestries  to  appoint  Commis- 
sioners to  borrow  money  on  the  security 
of  the  rates  for  the  erection  of  dwell- 
ing-houses to  be  managed  under  bye- 
laws  to  be  framed  by  the  Commis- 
sioners. But,  unfortunately,  that  Act 
remained  a  dead  letter  owing  to  the 
emallness  of  the  areas  which  it  had 
formed.  By  the  first  portion  of  the  pre- 
sent Bill  it  was  proposed  to  extend  those 
oreaaand  to  transfer  the  power  of  putting 
the  Act  into  operation  from  the  Vestries 
to  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works. 
Another  cause  why  Lord  Hhaftesbury's 
Act  had  been  unsuccessful  was  tiiat  it 
had  to  be  worked  by  too  elaboi'ate  a 
machinery,  and  that  its  provisioos  wore 
rendered  almost  nugatory  by  a  series  of 
saving  clauses  and  of  safeguards.  It 
was  now  proposed  that  the  present  mea- 
sure should  be  worked  in  tho  City  of 
London  by  the  Commissioners  of  Sewers, 
in  the  Metropolis  by  the  Aletropolitan 
Board  ofWorks,  andintheFrovincesby 
the  rural  Sanitary  Authoritius.  It  was 
proposed  to  give  to  the  latter  authorities 
the  power  to  build  not  only  large  blocks 
of  buildings,  but  cottages  in  the  country, 
to  which  should  be  attached  half-an-acre 
of  garden  grouud.  He  thought  that 
this  portion  of  the  Bill  would  effect  a 
great  iroprovemeDt  in  the  existing  taw, 
and  would  conduce  to  the  comfort  and 
health  of  a  great  number  of  people. 
The  real  fact  was  that  the  difficulty  of 
the  over-crowding  of  bouses  had  been 
increased  by  the  demolition  which  bad 
taken  place  by  railways,  by  street  im- 
provements, and  by  other  works.  There- 
fore, when  they  wanted  to  build  houses 
for  the  working  classes,  the  question 
was,  where  were  they  to  get  the  sites? 
Now,  however,  an  opportunity  was 
about  to  be  afforded  of  obtaining  land 
on  which  to  erect  this  class  of  buildings, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Prison  Com- 
missioners, for  purposes  of  prison  dia- 
Sir  JR.  Aeshttm  Croit 


cipline,  were  very  anxious  to  move  tho 
great  prisons  out  of  London  and  into  the 
country.  The  result  of  such  a  step 
would  bo  that  there  would  be  Urge 
vacant  spaces  of  land  available  in  dif- 
ferunt  parts  of  London — at  Clerkeawell, 
Millbank,  Coldbath  Fields,  and  Peaton- 
ville,  wbicb  covered  a  great  many  acres. 
As  they  would  be  no  longer  required  for 
prison  purposes,  they  might  well  be 
utilized  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the 
pressure  in  other  parts  of  London.  In 
accordanoe  with  the  recommendations 
of  the  Commission,  this  Bill  proposed  to 
empower  the  Prison  Gommissioners  to 
dispose  of  these  sites  to  the  Metropolitan 
Board  as  trustees,  for  the  purpose  of 
having  this  class  of  buildings  erected 
upon  them.  It  was  not  proposed  that 
the  Metropolitan  Board  should  cover  the 
land  itself;  but  the  Board  might  let  it 
for  the  purpose  to  the  Peabody  trustees 
and  bodies  of  that  kind  ;  and,  of  course, 
care  would  be  taken  to  provide  the  open 
spaces,  board  schools,  &c.,  which  the 
population  of  such  large  areas  would 
render  necessary.  There  was  one  pro- 
vision which  was  not  in  the  Bill,  but 
which  might  well  have  been  included  in 
accordance  with  the  recommendation  of 
tho  Soyal  Commission — namely,  a  pro- 
visiou  giving  the  Metropolitan  Board 
power  to  exchange  these  sites  for  sites 
in  other  parts  of  London  which  were 
more  convenient.  The  nest  provision  of 
the  Bill  was  one  about  which  there  was 
some  difference  of  opinion.  It  provided 
that  the  Prison  Commissioners  should, 
in  fixing  the  price  of  these  sites,  have 
regard  to  the  purposes  for  which  the  land 
was  to  bo  employed.  Some  of  these  sites 
would,  if  offered  for  sale  to  the  public, 
probably  be  utilized  forprivate  residences 
eud  shops  ;  and  if  the  price  charged  was 
the  price  which  the  site  would  bring  ia 
the  open  market,  it  would  be  quite  im- 
possible to  secure  them  for  the  purposes 
aimed  at  in  this  Bill,  The  price  should 
be  fixed  at  such  a  figure  that  those  who 
secured  any  sito  might  build  upon  it 
tenements  for  tho  poorer  classes  without 
incurring  any  lo?s.  He  did  not  desire 
to  commit  the  House  to  the  principle 
that  the  State  was  to  contribute  to  the 
poyment  for  silos  for  this  purpose.  The 
present  was  an  exceptional  case,  and 
these  prison  sites  might  be  regarded  aa 
an  unexpected  windfall— a  Qodsend. 
Nobody  ever  thought  of  having  them — 
they  came  down  as  it  were  from  the 
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clouds.  There  was  a  grent  difficulty  to 
be  confroQled  for  v.Uich  some  remedy 
must  be  found,  and  which  would  entail 
very  grievous  consequencea  unless  pro- 
vided for ;  and  under  these  circumstances 
he  hoped  the  House  would,  without 
pledging  itself  to  the  principle,  yet  ac- 
cept the  proposal  in  the  clause.  Tlie 
fact  was  that  thn  conditions  under  vhich 
the  poor  lived  were  deteriorating  the 
standard  of  bodily  strength,  and  this 
was  getting  trorse  from  generation  to 
generation.  At  the  present  time  the  loss 
of  wages  from  ill-health  would  amply  be 
BufRcient  in  most  cases  to  seoure  ade- 
quate and  satisfactory  dwelling  accom- 
modation for  those  who  dwelt  in  dilapi- 
dated and  unsanitary  tenements.  An- 
other clause  in  the  £ill  dealt  with  the 
terms  on  which  the  money  should  be 
borrowed  from  the  Public  Works  Loans 
Commissioners,  and  provided  that  if  the 
security  offered  was  ample  the  rate  of 
interest  should  be  the  lowest  possible 
compatible  with  it^  entailing  no  toss. 
Hitherto  the  Treasury  proceeded  on  the 
principle  that  they  must  charge  a  higher 
rate  than  would  actually  pay  for  each 
loan,  so  as  to  cover  losses  iu  respect  of 
Other  loans.  But  it  would  scarcely  be 
fair  to  apply  that  principle  to  loans 
under  this  Bill,  and  it  therefore  provided 
that  the  interest  should  be  the  lowest 
possible  that  would  enable  such  loans  to 
be  made  without  loss  to  the  Exchequer, 
the  interest  in  no  case,  however,  to  be 
less  than  £3  2«.  &d.  per  cent.  This 
clause  was  only  to  be  in  force  until  the 
end  of  the  year  18S6,  and  was  inserted 
so  that  something  definite  and  practical 
might  he  done  at  once.  The  4tti  clause, 
he  knew,  had  been  objected  to,  as  one 
which  apparently  gave  powers  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  make  orders 
on  Yeatriea  to  do  certain  acts.  He 
thought,  however,  that  the  Ve strips  need 
not  be  very  much  frightened  by  the 
clause,  inasmuch  as  it  only  slightly  ex- 
tended the  powers  which  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  already  possessed.  The 
Act  of  187^  left  matters  iu  this  unsatis- 
factory condition — that  if  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  made  hisBeport  tothe 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works,  and  that 
Board  considered  that  it  was  not  a 
matter  that  rfqiiired  to  be  dealt  with, 
the  Secretary  of  State  had  power  to  ap- 
point a  special  arbitrator  to  go  and 
report.  But  the  Secretary  of  State  coidd 
'   not  Older  anything  to  be  done.    The 


Bill  proposed  to  givo  him  power  to  in- 
voke the  assistance  of  the  High  Court  of 
Justice  to  compel  the  Metropolitan  Board 
to  do  its  duty.  He  thought  there  ought 
to  be  some  authority  by  which  the 
Metropolitan  Board,  if  it  did  not  do  its 
duty,  should  be  compelled  to  do  it. 
Dealing  next  with  Clause  12  of  the  Bill, 
he  said  its  object  was  to  enable  owners 
and  corporations  to  deal  with  funds  at 
their  disposal,  although  they  might  be 
tied  np  in  trusts,  for  this  particular  pur- 
pose of  benefiting  their  estates.  He  did 
not  see  any  objection  to  that  clause, 
because  it  was  to  the  benefit  of  tho  estate 
that  they  should  be  able  to  let  free  this 
money.  The  next  clause,  which  was  an 
important  one,  was  liable  to  some  objec- 
tion. He  thought,  however,  the  build- 
ing societies  had  been  somewhat  misled 
by  the  opposition  they  had  organized 
against  Clause  13.  In  the  firstplace,  he 
might  at  once  say  that  he  thought  this 
clause  was  a  good  deal  too  wide  as  it  at 
present  stood.  The  Bill  was  intended  to 
deal  with  the  housing  of  the  working 
classes  andnothingelse;  therefore,  he  pro- 
posed to  ask  the  House  to  allow  the  clause 
to  be  limited  to  the  bouses  of  the  work- 
ing classes  only,  Hon.  Members  might 
ask  how  he  was  to  dcHne  the  norking 
classes,  aud  in  reply  to  that  very  natural 
question  he  might  say  that  be  had 
framed  a  clause,  which  he  should  bring 
forward  on  going  into  Committee,  in 
which  he  had  endeavoured  to  give  that 
deSnitioD.  Further,  he  thought  the 
liability  of  the  landlords  should  not  be 
so  wide  as  in  the  present  clause ;  but 
that  it  should  be  limited  to  tho  condition 
of  the  houses  at  the  time  of  letting.  As 
to  the  remedy  given  to  the  tenant  as  ex- 
pressed in  the  Preamble— namely,  that 
the  tenant  of  an  unfurnished  house 
should  have  the  same  remedy  as  in  the 
case  of  the  tenant  of  a  furnished  bouse, 
he  did  not  see  what  objection  could  bo 
raised.  What  mas  the  case  they  had  to 
meet  ?  A  number  of  wretched  hou^i^s 
were  tun  up;  thoy  were  not  properiy 
drained  or  connected  with  the  sewers, 
and  generally  they  were  in  a  very  un- 
sound condition  as  dwellings.  Ho 
thought  the  owners  should  not  be  al- 
lowed to  let  such  houses.  They  must 
sny  that  the  houses  should  not  he  let  in 
this  condition  ;  but  if  let  in  this  dilapi- 
dated condition  the  tenant  should  have 
a  remedy  against  the  landlord.  He  ob- 
served that  iu  connection  with  this  sub- 


C.och;^Ic 


1591     Bou*i>)<i  oftht  Working       {COMMONS} 

ject  Lord  Grey  had  wi-ittpn  to  Tin  Timtn 
a  letter  in  which  ho  said  that  they  ought 
to  punish  those  persona  for  Jetticfr  houses 
unfit  for  human  habitation.  This,  hotv- 
ever,  was  not  aCriminalBill;  it  gave  the 
tenants  a  mil  remedy.  But  it  must  be 
remembered,  in  discussing  Lord  Grey's 

tiro|>osition,  that  if  they  were  to  atop  the 
etting  of  every  house  in  this  condition 
throughout  London,  he  did  not  know 
what  would  become  of  the  people  who 
occupied  them  at  the  present  moment. 
He  thought  that  the  contention  of  the 
noble  Earl  added  strength  to  his  argu- 
ment on  the  earlier  clause  for  talcing  ad- 
vantage of  the  prison  sites  in  order  to 
get  rid  of  this  evil  to  a  very  large  ex- 
tent. He  stated  the  ether  day  that 
the  Bill  would  be  extended  to  Ireland, 
although  the  1 7th  clause,  as  it  at  pre- 
sent stood,  said  it  should  not.  This 
provision  was  originally  put  in  because 
the  Beport  of  the  Irish  Commissiouers 
had  not  been  presented  to  the  public  at 
the  time  the  Bill  was  framed.  He  was 
also  very  wishful  that  the  Bill  should 
apply  to  'Scotland.  But  iu  respect  to 
Scotland  he  must  put  in  these  words, 
"bo  far  aa  it  is  applicable,"  because 
there  were  certain  clauses  which  required 
machinery  toput  them  iu  operation  which 
did  not  at  present  exist  in  Gotland.  That 
machinery,  however,  might  be  created 
afterwards.  Id  asking  the  House  to 
give  the  Bill  a  second  reading  he  urged 
bon.  Members  to  reserve  some  of  the 
disputed  points  for  Committee.  The 
Government  would  then  be  able  to  see 
how  far  they  could  meet  the  objections 
which  might  be  raised  to  the  points  dis- 
cussed. His  excuse  for  bringing  this 
Bill  into  the  House  at  that  period  of  the 
Session  waa  that  it  was  essential  to  do  bo  ; 
the  need  for  it  was  eo  great  that  he  did 
not  think  there  was  a  single  Member  of 
the  House  who  sat  on  the  recent  Com- 
mission who  was  not  convinced  that  it 
was  high  time  something  was  done,  and 
done  promptly.  Although  the  measure 
was  not  a  very  large  one,  and  would  not 
remedy  every  grievance,  for  men  must, 
after  all,  help  themselves,  it  would  yet 
do  something  in  the  direction  of  amelio- 
rating the  condition  of  the  people  who 


were  living  in  a  state  of  degradation  and 
poverty;  and,  at  all  events,  it  would 
show  that  the  Lpgialature  was  willing  to 
help  the  people  so  far  as  legislation 
oould  effect  that  object.  It  was  on  that 
ground  that  he  submitted  the  Bill  con- 
Sir  R.  Aiiheton  Crott 
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fidently  to  the  favourable  consideration 
of  the  House.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man concluded  by  moving  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  bo  now  read  a  second 
time." — [SirJi.  Atthaton  Crott.) 

Mb.  LTULPH  STANLEY,  in  rising 
to  move — 

"  That  it  is  incipedient  at  this  rtage  of  the 
Session  to  initiata  leg-istation  iavalting  the 
priQciplfl  of  a  Nulional  subaidj  towards  aiding 
any  locality  in  providing  dwellings  for  the 
working;  cloM  in  Buoh  locality." 
said,  that  in  placing  this  Notice  on  the 
Paper  he  did  not-wish  to  prevent  useful 
legislation  which  would  do  good  to  the 
condition  of  the  poor ;  but  though  in 
one  sense  he  considered  this  a  very 
small  Bill  in  relation  to  the  magni- 
tude of  the  evils  with  which  it  dealt, 
yet  it  was  a  Bill  which  incidentally 
raised  one  or  two  important  and  exten- 
sive principles — principles  which,  in  bis 
judgment,  were  so  dan gero as  that  they 
ought  to  be  considered  very  carefully, 
and  at  a  time  when  the  House  of  Com- 
mons was  able  to  consider  them  fairly. 
It  was,  however,  almost  impossible  at 
this  time  of  the  Session  for  a  Bill  of  this 
kind  to  be  considered  carefully.  The 
attendance  of  the  House  was  thin,  and 
hon.  Members  were  jaded,  while  the 
Business  remained  practically  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government.  There  had 
been  a  misapprehension  about  the  Bill, 
and  about  its  relation  to  the  Boyal  Com- 
mission, which  ho  thought  it  his  duty  to 
correct,  beoause  that  misappreheasioa 
first  found  expression  in  some  remarks 
made  in  the  other  House  of  Farliameat 
by  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the 
Government.  The  noble  Lord  said — 
"  That  the  Bill  liad  beon  drawn  up  with  the 
lanimoui  cooDent  of  the  Members  of  the 
jmmisaion  on  the  Housing  of  the  Working 


So  far  from  this  being  the  case,  the 
Commissioners  were  never  consulted  in 
any  way  from  first  to  last  as  to  this  Bill 

any  shape  or  form.  He  believed  it 
was  true  that  a  consultation  had  beea 
held  between  his  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Chairman  of  the  Com  mission  (Sir  Charles 
W.  Dilke)  and  the  noble  Lord  at  the 
head  of  the  Government ;  but  no  con- 
sultation between  two  individuals,  how- 
ever distinguished  or  important,  could 

treated  as  the  unanimous  consent  of 
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the  Commission.  It  was  evident  that 
the  right  hon.  GenllemaE  the  Leader  of 
the  House  was  under  a  similar  mis- 
appreheneion,  because  that  eveoiDg  he 
spoke  of  the  Bill  as  being  a  Bill  of  tbe 
Commission  ;  and  it  was  only  when  ho 
met  with  emphatic  denials  from  three 
Members  of  the  Commission  present  in 
the  House  that  that  remark  was  passed 
over.  While  he  was  desirous  of  passin^r 
such  laws  as  would  improve  the  state  of 
things  existing  among  the  poorer  classes 
of  town  and  country,  tbey  ought  to  be 
free  to  consider  this  Billon  its  merits; 
and  it  ought  not  to  be  supposed  that  the 
Members  of  the  Boyal  Commission  pre- 
sented the  Bill  to  the  House  as  the  out- 
come of  their  conclusions,  much  less 
of  their  unanimous  conclusions.  No 
one  could  doubt  that  there  were  grave 
evils  connected  with  the  housing  of 
the  working  classes  which  demanded 
a  remedy  if  a  suitable  and  reason- 
able remedy  could  be  found ;  but  ho 
trusted  the  House  would  consider  this 
question  in  a  calmer  frame  of  mind 
than  tbey  did  another  important  social 
question  which  had  recently  been  before 
the  House,  and  which  was  intimately 
connected  with  the  housing  of  the  poor. 
He  would  not  enter  into  a  discussion  of 
tbe  application  of  the  principles  of 
political  economy  to  this  question ;  but 
there  were  certain  general  principles 
which  were  thoroughly  applicable  to 
tbe  present  condition  of  things,  and  if,  in 
the  eager  pursuit  of  some  philanthropic 
result,  those  principles  were  violated,  it 
was  likely  that  more  harm  than  good 
would  be  done.  This  Bill  simply  pot- 
tered about  with  a  few  trumpery  little 
remedies,  and  he  could  not  help  view- 
ing it  as  it  stood  with  a  good  deal  of 
suspicion.  During  the  last  £0  years  a 
great  improvement  had  taken  place  in 
the  social  condition  of  the  working 
classes,  and  in  existing  circumstances  it 
was  not  of  so  much  importance  to  do 
something  as  to  do  the  right  thing.  In 
dealing  with  a  great  question  like  this  he 
thought  it  was  far  better  to  he  willing  to 
waitafew  montha,or  possibly  a  year,  and 
deal  with  the  question  in  a  thorough  way 
rather  than  by  touching  the  fringe  of 
the  question,  and  passing  a  paltry  little 
Bill  to  give  an  escuse  to  tiioae  who 
really  did  not  care  much  about  anything 
being  done  to  say^ — -"Oh,  your  housing 
of  the  working  classes  was  dealt  with  in 
a  Bill  in  the  Session  of  188j.     See  how 


your  remedies  work,  and  do  not  raise 
the  questiou  again."  He  thought  he 
should  have  the  support  of  the  Home 
Secretary  for  tho  general  principle  that 
the  true  remedies  for  the  evils  which 
existed  were  those  which  raised  up  the 
self-respect  and  self-reliance  and  self- 
help  of  the  people  and  their  administra- 
tion in  their  local  communities.  The 
wish  of  almost  every  man  in  the  House 
was  to  get  away  from  centralization; 
and  he  did  not  believe  that  they  could 
ever  have  satisfactory  results  while  there 
was  a  weak  or  a  non-representative  local 
government.  He  was  afraid  the  Home 
Secretary  had  not  that  faith  in  popular 
self-government  which  some  of  those  on 
the  Liberal  Benches  had  ;  for  when  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  last  in  Office 
he  introduced  a  measure,  shortly  before 
the  fall  of  the  Conservative  Government, 
the  Water  Bill  for  London,  in  which  he 
showed  a  very  great  distrust  of  the  popu- 
lar representative  government  of  Lon- 
don, whatever  it  might  be,  and  created 
a  Water  Trust,  largely  of  a  nominative 
and  non- representative  character.  But 
he  (Ur.  Lyulph  Stanley)  declared  most 
emphatically  that  they  would  never  re- 
form the  great  towns  unless  the  people 
of  those  towns  were  largely  trusted  in 
their  administration,  and  unless  tbey 
gave  tbe  people  the  greatest  power  to 
bring  their  will  to  bear  upon  their  Re- 
presentatives. The  Commission  had 
recognized  this,  and  had  mentioned  re- 
form of  the  government  of  London  as  a 
condition  precedent  to  tbe  improvement 
of  London.  There  was  another  im- 
portant recommendation  of  the  Commis- 
sion which  was  really  essential  to  any 
reform  in  these  matters.  The  pressure 
of  the.  rates  was  felt  very  severely  by 
the  poorer  classes  ;  and  the  Commission 
unanimously  agreed  that  at  the  root  of 
this  question  lay  the  questiou  of  a  fairer 
incidence  of  the  rates.  He  quite  agreed 
that  the  difficulty  of  acquiring  sites  wa^^ 
one  of  the  chief  difhculties  in  providing 
dwellingsfor  the  poor;  and  unless  some 
means  could  be  devised  of  facilitating 
the  acquisition  of  sites  the  question 
could  not  be  adequately  dealt  with.  The 
Commission  had  recommended  that  va- 
cant land  in  the  neighbourhood  of  towns 
should  be  rated  in  ^ome  rtlation  to  its 
capital  value,  and  not  upon  what  it  pro- 
duced yearly.  Nothing  would  do  more 
to  bring  the  land  into  the  market,  and 
bring  down  the  ground-rents,  and  so 
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fadlitats  the  acqiiisLtion  of  sites, 
while  the  Bill  took  no  Dotice  of 
proposed  remedies,  he  aseeHed  thnt  it 
enoouraged  centralization,  and  eeppciallj 
in  Clause  5.  If  tho  Loual  Authority  did 
not  agree  with  the  health  ofEcer,  the  Bill 
made  the  Central  Government  tho  Court 
of  Appeal  in  London  between  the  health 
officer  and  the  Municipal  Authority,  and 
enabled  tho  Centra)  Authority,  if  they 
took  the  side  of  the  health  officer,  to 
order  the  Irf>cBl  Authority  to  carry  out  a 
echeme  which  might  cost  £100,000  or 
£200,000.  In  reference  to  the  prieon 
sites,  he  also  remarked  that  while  the 
Home  Secretary  attached  importance  to 
allocating  those  sites  for  the  housing  of 
tho  poor  in  London,  he  did  not  in  his 
speech  attach  the  eomo  importance  to 
parting  with  them  below  their  real  value; 
and  he  pointed  out  the  difference  made 
in  the  Bill  between  the  Cold  bath  Fields, 
the  Mtllbank,  and  the  Fentonville  sites. 
Under  the  Bill  two  of  those  sites  were 
to  be  sold  by  the  Treasury,  and  the 
third  with  the  consent  of  the  Mid- 
dlesex Justices.  If  the  Bill  became 
law  tbo  Treasury  would  he  bound  to 
give  effect  to  the  recommendation  of 
Parliament  on  the  subject ;  but  the 
Middlesex  Justices  were  a  guafi- private 
Corporation,  not  responsible  to  Parlia- 
ment, and  could  do  trhat  they  pleased 
in  the  matter.  If  politii'al  economy  was 
to  be  violated,  he  would  far  rather  it 
should  be  dune  in  the  case  of  the  Cold- 
bath  Fields  site  than  in  the  case  of  the 
other  sites,  fur  if  there  was  a  pressing 
need  anywhere  it  was  at  Coldbath 
Fields.  The  Homo  Secretary  had 
afforded  the  House  no  indication  of 
what  was  the  amount  of  the  subsidy 
which  it  was  asked  to  give  to  the  people 
of  London.  According  to  evidence  given 
before  the  Commis»>icm,  builders  could 
afford  to  pay  about  £10,000  per  acre  for 
land  for  working-class  dwellings  ;  and 
if  iho  eitos  in  question  were  thrown  away 
ot  that  price,  tho  Government  might 
possibly,  at  some  future  date,  have  to 
purchase  and  clear  land  for  national 
purposes  in  a  central  situation  in  Lon- 
don. Tho  State  had  had  to  pay  enor- 
mous sums  for  sites  iu  the  neighbourhood 
of  Uiltbank  for  public  purposes;  and 
he  asked — Were  they  sure  that  those 
sites,  when  set  free  from  prisons,  would 
not  be  useful  to  the  f*tate  for  other  pur- 
poses ?  The  present  enlargement  of 
the    Xutioual    Gallci-y   hoi'    ' 


coatty,  and  there  must  before  long  be 
another  enlargement  of  that  institution. 
Why  should  not  the  barracks  be  removed 
to  Millbank,  so  as  to  set  free  space  for  the 
enlargement  of  the  National  Gallery? 
Again,  other  sites  probably  would  have 
to  bo  acquired  for  other  public  purposes. 
It  was  possible  that  the  subsidy  to  be 
granted  to  the  Metropolis  might  amount 
to  as  much  as  £500,000  ;  but  supposing 
that  only  £200.000  were  asked  for,  would 
it  not  be  better,  while  granting  such  a 
sum,  to  consider  first  of  all  which  were  the 
poorest  parts  of  the  country  where  such 
assistance  was  moat  required  ?  If  they 
now  gave  that  large  subsidy  to  London 
— the  richest  City  in  the  world,  which 
already  obtained  so  many  advantages 
at  the  expense  of  the  State — with  what 
face  could  they  resist  democratic  pres- 
sure from  other  parts  of  the  country  de- 
manding similar  subsidies  ?  If  this  mea- 
sure were  passed,  with  what  face  could 
they  hereafter  resist  the  democratic  pres- 
sure that  would  bo  sure  to  be  brought 
to  hear  upon  them  in  numberless  ways, 
and  for  a  variety  of  purposes  ?  If  they 
were  to  adopt  Socialism  in  any  form,  let 
it  be  local  and  municipal  Socialism, 
which  would  bo  kopt  in  sufficient  re- 
straint by  the  votes  of  the  ratepayers. 
But  if  once  they  introduced  State  So- 
cialism, there  might  be  no  end  to  the 
demands  that  would  be  made.  Tho  cry 
from  every  popular  coustituency  would 
be  "  Give,  give."  A  far  more  democratic 
Parliament  than  the  present  one  would 
shortly  be  in  existence,  and  they  ought 
to  be  very  guarded  in  the  dying  hours  of 
the  present  Parliament  of  setting  up  a 
precedent,  which  he  could  not  but  re- 
gard as  of  the  most  mischievous  kind. 
Miss  Octavia  Hill  had  said  that  when 
tho  State  stepped  in  in  such  a  case  as 
this  to  do  a  little,  it  paralyzed  all  private 
enterprize  in  that  direction.  State  in- 
terference of  this  kind  was  full  of  dan- 
ger ;  and  if  it  was  said  that  the  value  of 
tho  gift  to  London  would  be  but  small, 
then  it  was  not  worth  white  to  incur 
that  danger  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a 
miserable  dole  of  some  £60,000  to  the 
working  classes  of  London.  The  prin- 
ciple of  this  measure  was  the  exact 
contrary  of  that  which  had  been  laid 
down  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer at  Bristol  on  Saturday  last,  when 
he  protested  against  leading  the  poorto 
look  to  the  State  for  rohef  from  the  > 
dillicultiea.     The  Home  Secretary  must 
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aion  who  gave  more  time  and  thought 
to  its  procoedJDgs.  The  hon.  Mem.ber 
eaid  this  tras  nil  the  Bill  of  the  Boyal 
CommisHioa.  That  was  perfectly  true, 
for  the  Membera  of  the  Commiaaion. 
were  never  consulted  as  to  the  clauses  of 
the  Bill,  The  Report  ot  the  Commission 
was  given  to  the  draftsman  with  those 
pai'ts  of  it  marked  which  he  waa  to  in- 
corporatu  into  the  Bill,  and  that  had 
been  done.  The  hon.  Member  had  given 
no  illustrations  as  to  the  points  iu  which 
the  Bill  differed  from  the  HeporC  oC  the 
Royal  Commission.  It  might,  no  doubt, 
have  be«n  desirable  that  the  clause  with 
regard  to  the  prison  aites  should  follow 
the  Report  of  the  Commission  more 
clcsely;  but  the  Home  Secretary,  it 
appeared,  waa  willing  to  meet  his  hon. 
Friend  on  this  point.  Sub-section  2  of 
Clause  0  also  diS'ered  from  the  Report 
uf  the  Commission ;  but  upon  this  also 
the  Home  Setretary  had  expressed  hia 
willingnesa  to  make  altorationa,  and  he 
should  be  quite  willing  to  assist  hia  hon. 
Friend  in  making  audi  modification  as 
would  make  the  clauae  agree  with  the 
terms  of  the  Report.  His  hon.  Friend 
said  this  was  a  ceatralizing  Bill.  No 
doubt  some  clauses  might  be  so  charac- 
terized ;  but  many  other  clauses,  on  the 
contrary,  gave  greater  powers  to  the 
Local  Authorities.  The  hon.  Member 
evidently  desired  that  legislation  on  this 
subject  should  be  delayod  until  after  the 
reform  of  local  government.  He  did  not 
yield  to  the  hon.  Member  or  anyone 
in  hia  desire  to  aee  the  reform  of  local 
government  in  Loudon,  in  the  country, 
and  in  other  portions  of  the  United 
Kingdom  ;  but  he  could  not  agree  that  it 
waa  deairable  to  wait  until  theae  re- 
forms were  carried  before  dealing  with 
this  subject  of  the  housing  of  the  poor 
and  with  the  subject  of  public  health  iu 
the  Metropolis,  as  suggested  by  the 
Roj-al  Gommia!>ion  and  aa  attempted  iu 
the  Bill  introduced  by  Lord  Saliabury. 
The  Public  Health  Act  which  applied  to 
England  did  not  apply  to  the  Metropolis, 
and  there  were  in  that  Act  many  impor- 
tant principlea  which  it  was  highly  de- 
sirable ahould  be  extended  to  the  Metro- 
polis. The  hon.  Member  had  also  spoken 
of  the  rating  of  vacant  land.  It  would, 
however,  he  very  difficult  to  carry  the 
principle  of  rating  vacant  land  without 
at  the  same  time  providing  for  the 
rating  of  vacant  houses,  against  which 
there    were    many    objocttons,    among 


be  very  confiding  when  he  proposed  to 
instruct  tho  Metropolitan  Boards  of 
Works  with  the  power  to  carry  out  this 
measure  after  they  had  built  blocks  on 
tho  site  of  Newort  Market,  and  by  the 
aide  of  Qray'ainn  Road,  so  crowded  that 
in  a  few  yeara  they  would  probably  be 
fever  nests  as  bad  as  the  buildings  tliey 
had  superseded.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
would  have  done  better  had  heiatroduced 
a  Bill  which  would  have  provided  for  the 
creation  of  a  real  Municipality  for  the 
Metropolis.  Section  13  rather  went  be- 
yond the  recommendations  of  the  Com- 
missioners. It  should  be  limited  to  the 
condition  of  the  premises  at  the  time  of 
the  letting,  and  should  only  render  the 
landlord  liable  fur  any  damage  suffered 
by  reason  of  his  negligence  or  default. 
Where  tenants  were  constantly  chang- 
ing it  was  impossible  for  the  landlord  to 
examine  the  state  of  the  draina  before 
each  new  tenant  entered  into  possesaion  ; 
and  it  would  be  unfair  to  make  him 
liable  for  some  defects  which  was  caused 
by  a  recent  tenant.  He  hoped  that  at 
this  period  of  the  Session  the  Oovern- 
ment  would  not  persist  with  the  clause 
relating  to  the  Gorernment  subsidy, 
since  it  waa  raising  a  very  large  ques- 
tion for  a  very  small  object,  there  being 
much  opposition  to  the  clause,  and  the 
amount  of  the  subsidy  being  only  small. 
He  begged  to  move  the  Amendment 
which  stood  in  his  name. 

Amendment  proposed. 

To  laave  out  from  the  word  "  That '"  to  tha 
end  of  the  Qneition,  in  order  to  add  tbo  word* 
"it  ii ineipedient  tt  tbii stage  of  tbe  Souion  to 
initiAts  legiBlatioD  iovotring  tho  principle  of  a 
National  anbaidy  towards  aiding'  bd;  locality  \n 
providing  dwoUings  foe  tbe  working  clttas  in 
auch  lociiitj," — {Mr.  Lt/tilpK  SlanUTi,) 
— instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

Sir  CHAELES  W.  DILKE  said,  the 
hon.  Member  for  Oldham  (Mr.  Lyulph 
Stanley)  had  directed  the  greater  part 
of  his  speech  against  a  particular  clause) 
but  inasmuch  as  he  was  not  the  author 
of  that  clause,  and  only  supported  it  aa 
a  compromiae,  ho  did  not  feel  called 
upon  to  reply  in  detail  to  his  hon. 
Friend's  observations.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber certainly  bad  every  right  to  addreas 
the  Houao  on  thia  question,  because 
there  waa  no  Member  uf  the  Commia- 
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others  this — that  it  would  discourage 
building.  The  hou.  Member  spoke  of 
the  Bill  of  the  bou.  Member  far  Stoke 
;Mr.  Broadhuret)  dealing  with  loase- 
bolds;  but  he  had  to  point  out  that 
there  was  very  strong  opposilion  iii  tho 
HcuBo  and  in  the  country  to  the  change, 
and  it  was  most  undealrablo  to  make  the 
wholn  of  the  recommendations  of  the 
Boyal  Commiseioa  depend  for  Parlia- 
mentary sanction  on  the  acceptance  of 
the  principles  of  the  hon.  Member.  His 
hon.  Friend  vent  on  to  apeak  of  the 
centralizing  spirit  in  which  the  Bill  had 
been  drawn ;  but  he  took  exception 
altogether  to  that  statement.  He  wished 
now  to  point  out  to  the  House  that 
although  there  wore  three  Motions 
directed  against  the  Bill,  nil  three  were 
Committee  Motions,  rather  than  Second 
Beading  Motions.  Each  of  those  Mo- 
tions took  exception  to  one  clause  of  the 
Bill,  but  they  did  not  attack  the  Bill  aa 
a  whole  i  and  none  of  them  constituted, 
in  his  opinion,  reasons  why  the  House 
should  reject  the  Bill  as  a  whole.  The 
Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Oldham, 
and  the  main  drift  of  his  speech  in  sup- 
port of  it,  were  directed  againit  Clause  3 ; 
the  Motion  of  the  hon,  and  learned 
Member  for  Stockport  (Mr.  Hopwood) 
was  directed  against  Clause  lit,  and 
the  Motion  of  tho  hon.  Member  for 
Brighton  (Mr.  Uollond)  was  directed 
against  the  'ind  subsection  of  Clauses  4 
and  d.  The  hon.  Sfember  for  Brighton 
had  probably  not  quite  understood 
the  meaning  of  the  2nd  sub-section  of 
Clause  4  ;  but,  as  some  modifications 
had  been  promised  with  respect  to 
Clause  5,  he  hoped  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Stockport  would  wait 
until  the  Committee  stage  to  see  what 
the  modificaliona  were.  He  should  like 
to  state  to  hon.  Members  who  might 
wish  to  delay  the  Bill  his  own  reasons 
for  thinking  that  the  general  feeling 
both  sides  of  the  House  was  in  favour 
of  the  passing  of  the  Bill.  His  hon. 
Friends  put  down  Motions  and  made 
epeecbes  which  were  directed  against 
particular  portions  of  the  Bill ;  but 
neither  the  Motions  nor  the  speeches 
were  likely  to  attack  or  touch  the  great 
mnjunly  of  the  clauses  of  the  Bill,  and 
there  wore  some  provisions  of  tho  Bill 
which  seemed  to  him  ought  to  commend 
tbemselves  specially  to  MembeTs  who 
sat  on  the  Opposition  side  of  the  House. 
He  thought  that  the  main  reasons  why 
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they  ought  to  desire  that  this  Bill  should 
pass,  eren  at  that  late  period  of  the 
Session,  were  three.  The  Bill  reversed 
the  principle  with  regard  to  the  rate  of 
loans  for  this  purpose,  established  in 
1079,  iu  spite  of  a  very  strong  resist- 
ance from  his  own  side  of  the  House, 
saw  present  his  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Reading  (Mr.  Shaw 
Lefevre)  and  his  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Birmingham  (Mr.  Chamber- 
lain), who  used  in  IS'9  exactly  the 
same  arguments  and  almost  the  same 
words  which  had  been  used  by  the  Home 
Secretary  that  evening.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Heading, 
attacking  the  proposals  of  the  then 
Chanctllor  of  the  Exchequer,  Lord 
Iddesleigh,  said  that  he  founded  his  Bill 
upon  the  fact  of  losses  on  certain  loans ; 
but  he  pointed  out  to  the  House  that 
the  losses  were  not  on  loans  of  this  hind, 
but  losses  which  had  occurred  on  loans 
of  an  improvident  kind,  and  on  wholly 
insufficient  security.  One  reason  why 
they  then  pointed  out,  and  why  they 
now  pointed  out,  that  the  rate  of  in- 
terest could  be  lowered  on  loans  of  this 
description  was  because  only  one-half 
of  the  money  was  advanced  under  the 
general  conditions  of  the  loan,  and  there 
had  never  been  a  case  of  failure  to  re- 
turn the  money,  because  the  buildings 
formed  ample  security  for  the  loan  thus 
advanced.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Birmingham,  in  second- 
ing the  Motion  of  his  right  hon.  Friend 
ths  Member  for  Beading,  said  that  the 
tendency  of  tho  change  made  in  1879 
was,  to  use  his  phrase,  to  kill  the 
Artizans*  Dwellings  Act;  and  there 
could  be  no  doubt  that  the  alterations 
in  the  rates  of  loans  had  a  detrimental 
effect  on  the  working  of  that  Act.  There 
was  no  difference  of  opinion  on  that 
point ;  but  the  action  taken  by  his  right 
hon.  Friends  in  1879  had  been  justified 
by  the  evidence  and  the  Eeport  of  tho 
Boyal  Commiaaion.  This  was  the  first 
point  on  which  it  was  of  great  import- 
ance that  this  Bill  should  pass.  Thore 
was  another  point  which  was  not  men- 
tioned by  the  hon.  Member  for  Oldham  in 
the  course  ofbisfpeeuh.  It  wasmoet  desir- 
able that  at  the  earliest  possible  moment 
1  bey  should  take  away  the  power  to  com- 
pel Local  Authorities  to  purchase  any 
property  they  touched  under  what  were 
known  as  the  Torrens  Acts.  There  was 
almost  unanimity  among  the  Boyal  Com- 
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missioners  on  this  point.  He  rentured 
to  Bay  that  it  was  very  important  indeed 
that  thoy  should  remove  that  power  of 
compelliug  the  Local  Authorities  to  pur- 
chase which  bad  so  greatly  hampered 
the  working  of  those  Acts.  A  third 
question  of  importance  was  the  obtain- 
ing, for  the  first  time,  as  regarded  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  under  this  Hill,  the 
opportunity  of  giving  Local  Authorities 
power  to  oampulsorily  take  land  for  the 
purpose  of  cottage  gardens.  That  was 
an  entirely  new  principle  as  regarded 
England,  and  it  was  one  under  this 
Bill  which  was  not  likely  to  bo  largely 
applied ;  but  it  was  a  most '  interesting 
experiment.  Dealing  next  with  the  Bill, 
the  right  hon.  Qentleman  said  the  first 
two  clauses  of  the  Bill  simplified  the 
working  of  Lord  Shaftesbury's  Act  of 
I8jI,  and  made  it  poesible  for  that  Act 
to  come  into  force.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  wished  to  apply  this  Bill  to 
Scotland,  he  suggested  that  a  clause 
ahould  be  inserted  making  it  certain  that 
Lord  Shaftesbury's  Act  of  1851  applied 
to  Scotland.  The  evidence  given  before 
the  Boyal  Gommiseon  ia  Edinburgh  left 
a  doubt  on  the  fact  an  to  whether  that 
Act  was  applicable  to  Scotland.  It  had 
been  a  dead  letter  bo  far  ae  England  was 
concerned ;  it  bad  never  been  worked  in 
a  single  case.  It  had  been  applied  to 
Ireland  in  1866,  and  there  it  had  been 
enforced,  which  was  a  remarkable  fact, 
considering  that  the  Local  Authorities 
in  Ireland  wore  badly  constituted,  and 
that  tha  towns  in  Ireland  were,  ae  a 
whole,  less  well-governed  tlian  the  towns 
in  England.  It  was  probable  when  they 
reached  the  Committee  stage  the  hon. 
Member  for  Ipswich  (Mr.  Jtsse  Colli  nge) 
would  make  an  attempt  to  remove  eomo 
of  the  limitations  in  this  claitao.  Ho 
should  support  those  limitations  as  a 
compromise  to  which  ho  had  been  a 
party  ;  but  he  trusted  that  if  tbe  prin- 
ciple was  found  to  work  they  would  be 
able  to  get  rid  of  those  limitations  later 
on.  The  hon  Jfember  for  Oldham  bad 
directed  the  main  portion  of  his  remarks 
against  Clause  i.  He  (Sir  Charles  W. 
Silke)  had  already  told  the  House  that 
that  clause  was  not  his.  At  first  he 
voted  against  the  first  proposal  of  the 
Commission  and  the  whole  principle  of 
this  clause  ;  but  he  considered  that  the 
present  form  in  which  the  clause  came 
was  a  modification  of  the  original  pro- 
]>osbI3  to  which  bo  was  a  party.  As  far 
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as  he  was  concerned,  therefore,  be  should 

vote  for  the  clause.  The  defence  which 
occurred  to  him  as  the  wisest  one  to 
make  was  this — that  it  waa  an  equitable 
clause,  au  assertion  of  the  same  prin- 
cy)l6  which  an  enormous  majority  in  tbe 
House  of  Commons  sanctioned  against 
the  strong  feeling  of  tbe  Government  of 
the  day  in  the  case  of  the  Thames  Em- 
bankment. In  that  case  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Woods  and  Forests  went  to 
the  utmost  length  which  public  officials 
had  ever  gone  by  fulminaling  against 
the  majority  of  the  House  of  Conimons, 
and  by  publishing  in  the  papers  from 
day  to  day  tboir  reasons  wliy  the  House 
of  Commons  was  committing  an  act  of 
spoliation  and  plunder.  The  House  of 
Commons,  on  that  occasion,  thought  it 
was  necessary,  in  dealing  with  what  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  evening  had 
called  a  windfall,  to  introduce  principles 
more  equitablethan  those  strict  principles 
of  pounds,  shilliugs,  and  pence.  Tbe  hon. 
Member  for  Oldham  expressed  doubt  as 
tointerfering  with  private  entorprize;  but 
he  must  poiut  out  to  tbe  hon.  Member 
that  tbe  whole  principle  of  tbe  Artizans' 
Dwellings  Act  of  1875  was,  to  some  ex- 
tent, an  interference  with  private  enter- 
prize.  The  aEsistanco  which  was  given 
to  the  Peabody  Trustees  was  an  inter- 
ference with  private  enterprize ;  and  they 
had  gono  a  long  way  in  interfering  with 
private  enterprize  in  dealing  with  this 
question.  Tbe  hon,  Member  also  ex- 
pressed doubte  on  the  point  of  exorbitant 
rents.  Witnesses  had  shown  that  the 
peculiar  and  exceptional  circumstances 
attaching  to  central  districts  of  London 
and  Liverpool  did  lead  to  the  exaction  of 
exorbitant  rents;  and  with  that  evidence 
before  them  it  was  not  possible  seriously 
to  argue  whether  rents  in  certain  por- 
tions of  London  and  Liverpool  were  or 
were  not  exorbitant.  His  hon.  Friend 
had  extracted  a  promise  that  that  clause 
should  be  made  consistent  with  the  Be- 
port  of  the  Commission,  and  should  not 
go  beyond  the  Report.  His  hon.  Friend 
had  quot«d  the  Beport,  and  hod  stated 
the  objections  that  were  made  by  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Bipon  (Mr. 
QoHchen)  to  the  proposal  of  the  Bill ;  but 
although  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
oppose  the  olauee  in  Committee,  and  thus 
give  them  an  opportunity  of  considering 
it  further,  he  had  not  made  his  objec- 
tions to  that  clause  a  ground  for  opposing 
tbo  second  reading  of  the  Bill.    Wita 
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regard  to  the  Bub-sections  of  Claueee  4 
and  a,  the  Home  Secretary  bad  ehovn 
that  the  2nd  sub-section  of  Clause  4  had 
been  misunderstood.  It  vas  not  a 
general  power  given  to  the  Local  Go- 
vernmeut  Board  to  interfere  in  the  way 
of  Torrens's  Act  for  the  first  time;  but  it 
was  a  very  slight  extension  of  the  power 
as  to  obstructive  buildings  which  they 
had  already  had.  If  the  power  given 
under  Torrens's  Act  was  an  objection- 
able one,  it  ought  to  be  repealed.  Al- 
though no  one  in  the  House  was  more 
opposed  than  he  was  to  the  principle  of 
centralization,  he  said  they  should  either 
sweep  away  the  whole  of  Ihe  provision 
in  that  Act,  or  make  it  applicable  in  the 
way  now  proposed  to  obstructive  build- 
ing. The  sub-section  of  Clause  6  was 
a  different  matter.  He  agreed  with  the 
hon.JIember  for  Oldham  that  that  clause 
was  not  properly  drawn.  In  hia  latest 
draft  of  the  clause  theGovemmont  drafts- 
man had  not  quite  followed  the  !Report 
of  the  Commission.  At  pages  34  and  35 
of  the  Iteport  they  would  find  the  argu- 
ment which  justified  the  insertion  of  that 
eub-section.  It  was  pointed  out  in  a 
great  mass  of  evidence  that  the  Metro- 
polis was  altogether  exceptional  in  the 
diffloullies  which  arose  between  Torrens's 
Act  and  Gross's  Act.  In  the  whole  of 
the  municipal  parts  of  England  where 
those  Acts  apphed,  the  two  sets  of  Acts 
were  administered  by  the  same  Bodies  ; 
hat  in  tho  case  of  London  alone  they 
had  two  different  sets  of  Authorities  ad- 
ministering the  two  sets  of  Acts.  In  the 
Metropolis  Cross's  Acts  were  adminis- 
tered oy  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works,  and  Torrens's  Acts  by  the  Ves- 
tries. The  effect  of  that  was  that  each 
Body  tried  to  throw  the  responsibility 
on  the  other.  The  0£acQr  of  Health, 
who  was  the  officer  of  the  Vestry,  re- 
ported a  scheme  under  Oross's  Acts;  that 
Beport  was  sent  to  the  Metropolitan 
Board  of  Works,  who  in  most  cases  sent 
it  back  to  the  Vestry  and  said  the  work 
onght  to  be  done  by  a  small  scheme 
nnder  Torrens's  Acts;  and  ultimately 
the  whole  thing  dropped  through,  and 
nothing  whatever  was  done.  The  result 
was  that  Torrens's  Acta  were  very  little 
applied,  and  Gross's  Acts  had  ceased  to 
be  applied  at  all.  The  question  was, 
whether  they  should  adopt  some  tem- 
porary remedy,  or  should  wait  until 
they  had  a  general  system  of  municipal 
government  for  London  carried  out. 
Sir  Chm-bt  W.  JHlkt 
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Ha  thought  it  was  desirable  to  adopt 
some  temporary  remedy,  although  noone 
was  more  anxious  than  he  was  to  see  a 
general  system  of  municipal  govern- 
ment for  London  established.  The  Corn- 
rather  desired  that  the  remedy 
should  be  applied  by  the  extension  of 
tho  existing  provisions  of  the  law.  It 
was  already  provided  ucder  Cross's  Acts 
that  an  inquiry  should  be  held  by  the 
Home  Office ;  but  although  those  in- 
quiries were  held,  at  the  present  moment 
there  was  no  power  of  caQinff  upon 
either  of  tho  two  Local  Authorities  in 
London  to  carry  out  the  scheme.  It  waa 

fgestion  of  the  Royal  Commission 
ere  ought  to  be  some  mode  of 
arbitration  between  the  Vestries  and 
the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works.  He 
thought  that  the  2nd  sub -section  of 
Clause  45  ought  to  be  confined  to  the 
Metropolis,  and  might  properly  be  modi- 
fied. The  hon.  Member  for  Oldham  had 
referred  to  the  letter  from  Lord  Grey 
which  appeared  in  Tht  Timet:  and  it 
was  desirable  to  point  out  that  Lord 
Grey  apparently  wrote  in  ignorance  of 
present  state  of  the  law  and  bje- 
1  in  regard  to  tenement  honses.  Lord 
Grey  in  that  letter  recommended  a  great 
many  of  the  principles  which  were  al- 
ready found  in  the  existing  law.  In  the 
Public  Health  Act,  the  Sanitary  Act  for 
the  Metropolis,  and  in  the  corresponding 
Acts  for  Scotland  and  Ireland,  there 
were  very  large  powers  given  to  Local 
Authorities  for  dealing  with  tenement 
bouses.  Nothing  except  the  supineness 
of  the  Local  Authorities  prevented  the 
exercise  of  those  powers ;  and  if  th^ 
said  that  their  hands  were  tied  by  the 
Central  Board  in  respect  to  the  adoption 
or  application  of  those  bye-laws,  the 
present  Bill  would  leave  it  entirely  to 
the  Local  Authorities  to  adopt  them. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Oldham  did  not 
object  to  the  clause  which  declared  it 
the  duty  of  the  Looal  Authority  to  en- 
force the  provisions  of  the  law  relating 
to  public  health.  That  provision  had 
not  been  opposed,  and  therefore  he 
would  say  noUiing  on  it  except  th&t  he 
had  some  doubt  whether  it  was  wise  or 
not  to  introduce  a  provision  which  looked 
like  a  brutum/almin  ;  but  on  taking  the 
advice  of  those  who  were  best  acquainted 
with  the  working  of  the  laws  relating  to 
public  health,  they  all  declared  that  a 
clause  of  that  kind  would  do  good,  and 
that  olause  waa  introduced  witb  th^ 
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aasent.  Clauae  13  was  objected  to  by 
Motions  that  stood  on  the  Paper,  It 
was,  be  thought,  oiigiaally  suggested 
by  Lord  Salisbury ;  but  the  sTideace 
adduced  before  the  Oommittee  pointed 
to  its  adoption.  He  admitted  the  desir- 
ability of  confining  the  Bilt  to  the  housing 
of  the  working  classes;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  he  supported  the  principle  as  one 
which  might  be  included  in  the  general 
law.  As  to  the  application  of  the  Act  to 
Scotland  and  Ireland,  the  right  bon. 
Gentleman  stated  that  it  was  intended 
that  it  should  apply  to  those  two  coun- 
tries. He  would  make  one  suggestion 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  regard 
to  a  certain  difficulty  which  might  arise 
in  connection  with  the  application  of  the 
Act  to  Scotland.  The  Bui^h  Police  and 
Health  (Scotland)  Bill— a  famous  Bill 
as  to  vhich  a  difficulty  arose  the  other 
night — was  a  very  bulky  measure,  and 
it  stood  in  rather  a  peculiar  position. 
It  passed  its  second  reading,  and  went 
through  a  very  careful  examination  by 
a  Select  Committee  of  that  House  last 
year,  and  it  hod  been  similarly  dealt 
with  by  the  House  of  Lords  in  the  pre- 
sent Session.  Under  those  circumstances, 
he  should  be  glad  himself  if  it  wore  pos- 
sible to  pass  that  Bill  this  Session ;  but 
if  there  was  opposition  to  it,  of  course, 
that  was  out  of  the  question.  But  the 
Royal  Commission,  on  its  Scotch  invesli- 
gation,  most  strongly  recommended  the 
passing  of  that  Bill,  and  it  avoided 
making  other  recommendations  as  to 
the  bnrghs  of  Scotland,  because  they 
found  two  facts  veiy  strongly  marked  in 
regard  to  them.  One  was  the  extreme 
desire  of  each  Scottish  town  to  adopt  bye- 
laws  of  iteown,  dealing  with  its  questions 
in  its  own  way,  which  they  would  be 
able  to  do  under  the  Burgh  Police  and 
Health  Bill,  keeping  their  own  Acts. 
The  second  was  that  they  found  the 
Scotch  had  a  very  stubborn  dislike  to 
the  application  to  them  of  any  provi- 
sions which  interfered  with  private  en- 
terprize.  As  regards  the  rural  districts 
in  Scotland,  the  Commission  strongly 
recommended  a  reform  of  the  local  go- 
vernment, which  was  greatly  needed. 
As  to  the  application  to  Scotland  of  that 
portion  of  the  Bill  dealing  with  Lord 
Shaftesbury's  Act,  he  himself  had  no 
doubt.  With  regard  to  Ireland,  it  should 
be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Labourers 
(Ireland)  Act  went  beyond  the  provi- 
sions of  this  Bill.    Of  course,  this  Bill 


would  not  form  any  bar  or  hindrance  to 
the  adoption  of  an  improved  system  of 
local  (Tovernment.  If  be  thought  that 
the  Bill  would  in  the  least  degree  stand 
in  the  way  of  an  improved  system  of 
local  government  in  the  rural  districts 
of  this  country,  in  the  Metropolis,  and 
in  Scotland  and  Ireland,  he  should  not 
give  it  his  support.  But  be  believed  it 
would  form  no  bar  to  such  improve- 
ment; but  that,  on  the  contrary,  its 
provisions  would,  in  some  respects,  pave 
the  way  and  inspire  fresh  energy  in  the 
effort  to  obtain  better  local  self-govern- 
ment in  the  rural  districts,  because  they 
would  show  the  people  some  of  the  ad- 
vanlages  which  might  be  gained  by 
local  government.  Though  not  a  large 
Bill,  he  did  not  think  it  deserved  the 
epithet  of  "paltry,"  which  his  hon. 
Friend  had  applied  to  it ;  and  he  could 
only  hope  that,  though  not  such  a  large 
measure  as  be  could  wish,  it  would, 
nevertheless,  be  found  not  unworthy  to 
grapple  with  some  of  the  difficulties  that 
surrounded  this  quention. 

Mr.  MONOKTON  wished  to  say  a 
word  or  two  upon  the  clauses  of  the 
Bill  dealing  with  sanitation.  In  his  opi- 
nion, the  clause  giving  power  to  a  tenant 
to  sue  hiB  landlord  for  damages  in  the 
eveut  of  sickness  arising  from  the  sani< 
tary  condition  of  his— the  tenant's — 
dwelling  was  a  mockery.  He  was  fully 
persuaded  of  the  importance  of  pro- 
moting improved  sanitary  conditions  in 
the  homos  of  the  working  classes,  and  it 
was  his  intention  to  move  certain  Amend- 
ments in  Committee,  with  the  object  of 
extending  still  further  the  operation  of 
the  Bill  in  that  direction.  He  thought 
they  ought  to  make  the  powers  of  the 
Local  Authorities  compulsory  instead  of 
permissive,  that  every  house  should  be 
inspected  at  least  once  in  two  years,  and 
that  no  owner  should  be  allowed  to  let  a 
houso  without  a  certificate  of  its  sanitary 
condition.  He  would  especially  advocate 
rendering  Sanitary  Inspectors  indepen- 
dent of  the  Local  Boards  as  to  their  ap- 
pointment and  dismissal,  and  empower- 
ing Local  Authorities  \a  chaise  a  small 
fee  for  the  inspection  of  houses. 

Me.  J.  E.  HOLLOND  observed,  that 
while  some  clauses  of  the  Bill,  if  pro- 
perly worked,  would  be  very  beneficial, 
many  contained  somewhat  objectionable 
principles.  He  objected  to  the  cen- 
tralizing tendency  of  the  Bill,  and  main- 
tained that  it  would  be  much  better  to 
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leave  the  Local  Autborittea  fullyreapon- 
sible  to  the  ratopajera  who  elected  them 
with  rpBpect  to  dealing  with  insanitary 
houses.  The  measure  was  open  to  the 
objeetion  that  by  giving  this  power  to 
the  Central  QoTeroment  the  Local  Sani- 
tary Authorities  might  be  discouraged 
from  briugiug  forward  schemea  for  the 
improTemeot  of  their  respective  areas. 
He  hoped  that  the  Government  would 
give  an  assurance  to  the  House  that  they 
would  make  some  substantial  concession 
in  the  way  of  making  the  ground  land- 
lords of  London  yield  up  a  portion  of 
that  which  they  had  gained  by  the  in- 
oreaaed  prosperity  of  the  country.  He 
objected  strongly  to  the  Central  Govern- 
ment applying  the  national  funds  for 
the  benefit  of  a  particular  claaa  in  a  par- 
ticular locality.  Such  a  proposal  was 
dangeroua  in  principle,  and  was,  more- 
over, one  which  ought  not  to  be  adopted 
in  the  last  days  of  a  dying  Parliament. 
He  should  be  glad  if  Clause  3  was 
either  substaDtiatly  modified  or  dropped 
out  of  tbe  Bill  altogether. 

Me.  BR0ADHUE8T  said,  that  one 
of  the  reasons  why  he  could  Jiave  wished 
that  this  Bill  had  not  been  brought  be- 
fore the  House  was  that  it  dealt  only 
with  the  fringe  of  a  great  question,  and 
that  it  might  be  made  the  pretext  for 
not  dealing  with  the  question  as  a 
whole.  He  doubted  the  policy  of  this 
"  very  weak-kneed  doae  of  Socialism," 
on  account  of  the  difficulty  which  people 
might  experience  under  it  in  obtaining 
the  advantages  which  the  Qovemment 
proposed  to  give  them.  If  this  meaaure 
were  to  be  auoaessfully  worked,  the  Oo- 
vemment  would  have  to  create  a  new 
Department,  whioh  must  conduct  the 
building  operations  and  must  fix  both 
the  present  and  the  future  rent  of  the 
tenements.  If  this  were  not  done,  the 
tenants  would  be  charged  the  same  rack 
rents  aa  their  neighbours,  and  all  the 
advantages  to  be  derived  under  this  Bill 
would  go  into  the  pockets  of  those  who 
conducted  the  building  operations.  One 
oi  the  great  complaints  against  the 
management  of  the  Peabody  Fund  was 
that  the  wrong  people  got  the  benefit  of 
it,  Hebelieved,  with  regard  to  Clause  3, 
that  if  the  House  could  have  heard  the 
argumenta  that  led  up  to  the  passing  of 
that  clause  by  the  Royal  Commission,  it 
would  be  far  less  popular  than  it  ap- 
peared to  be.  He  baa  made  a  counter 
proposal  to  the  effect  that,  if  the  prisons 
Mr.  J.  R.  BoUand 
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wore  removed,  the  sitoa  should  be  used 
as  open  spaces  rather  than  let  out  for 
building  purposes.  But  if  this  beoefit 
were  to  be  conferred  upon  the  Metro- 
polis, he  should  like  to  know  what  thej 
were  going  to  say  to  the  other  constitu- 
encies? What  were  they  going  to  say 
to  the  population  of  Stoke,  who,  when 
they  heard  that  the  working  claeeee  of 
London  had  obtained  these  advantages, 
would  demand  that  the  same  favour 
should  be  extended  to  them  ?  Was  the 
Government  prepared  to  make  grants 
of  pieces  of  land  on  which  to  bnild 
dwellings  for  the  working  classes  to 
every  borough  in  the  Kingdom  ?  He 
contended  that  they  should  not  favonr 
one  particular  part  of  the  oommuoity  at 
the  expense  of  the  general  conunanity; 
at  tbe  same  time,  if  they  extonded  ^e 
proposed  aystem  to  the  community  as  a 
whole,  he  would  not  have  so  much  to 
say  against  it.  Clause  3,  howevra,  ad- 
mitted a  very  important  principle  — 
namely,  that  the  unearned  increment  of 
the  land  belonged  to  the  people.  This 
waa  a  aomowhat  startling  admieaion  on 
the  part  of  the  Head  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment, and  would  be  welcomed  by 
all  land  reformers ;  and  he  believed  Mi. 
Henry  George,  when  he  read  and  tho* 
roughly  understood  the  whole  import  of 
Clause  3,  would  claim  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter as  one  of  his  converts,  or,  at  any 
rate,  as  one  who  was  going  a  oooaider- 
able  length  towards  hia  own  principles 
with  regard  to  land  nationalization.  So 
far  aa  Clause  3  admitted  the  right  of  the 
people  to  the  unearned  increment  of  the 
land  of  the  nation,  he  looked  upon  it  as 
a  moat  important  one,  and  one  which  he 
could  heartily  support  and  endorse  from 
that  point  of  view.  There  were  many 
points  in  the  Report  of  the  Boyal  Com- 
mission which  hod  been  left  untouched 
by  this  Bill.  There  was,  for  instance, 
the  question  of  Inapectora.  There  were 
Inspectors  already ;  and  the  question 
was  whether  those  Inspeotore  should  be 
areality  or  a  aham — whetlier  they  should 
attend  to  the  intoreeta  of  the  inhabit- 
ants, or  to  the  interests  of  the  Teatry- 
men,  their  employers.  Any  Bill  that 
dealt  with  the  question  of  the  bousing 
of  tbe  poor  should  provide  that  when 
Inspectors  were  appointed  there  should 
be  some  guarantee  by  certificate  or  exa- 
mination that  they  possessed  some  kind 
of  fitness  for  the  duties  they  were  colled 
upon  to  disoharge.    Clause  13  appeared 
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to  have  caused  considerable  alarm  to  a 
number  of  people.  A  body  of  gontte- 
meu,  represeotiug  themselves  as  a 
building;  society  federatiou,  bad  been 
interviewing  the  Home  Secretary  upon 
the  subject ;  but  he  would  like  to  ank 
the  Home  Secretary  whether  had  be 
had  any  communioation  whatever  di- 
rectly from  any  building  society  on  this 
question  ?  There  were  building  aocietiee 
that  existed  for  the  benefit  of  their 
members,  and  others  which,  he  feared, 
existed  merely  for  speculation ;  cud  he 
ventured  to  say  that  there  was  no  build- 
ing society  of  the  former  claaa  which 
had  made  any  representation  whatever 
against  the  stringency  of  Clause  13. 
The  clause  was  really  a  protection  to 
building  societies,  and  not  an  injustice 
or  injury  to  them.  He  should  watch 
with  very  great  jealousy  any  attempt  to 
lessen  the  strength  of  that  clause.  He 
would  not  now  enter  into  his  reasons  for 
thinking  that  the  clause  should  rather 
he  strengthened  ;  but  he  must  give  the 
Tight  hun.  Oentleman  Notice  that  should 
any  considerable  modification  be  pro- 
posed he  should  have  seriously  to  oppose 
it.  He  was  eorry  to  find  that  one  of 
the  recommendations  of  the  Royal  Com- 
missioners as  to  the  enfranchisement  of 
leaseholds  was  not  embodied  in  the  Bill. 
That  went  to  the  whole  root  of  the 
question  of  overcrowding  in  the  great 
towns;  and  as  the  supplementary  Se- 
mrt  on  that  subject  had  been  signed  by 
Cardinal  Manning,  Mr.  Lyulph  Stanley, 
Ur.  Samuel  Morley,  Mr.  Torrens,  Mr. 
Godwin,  Mr.  Collins,  the  Lord  Provost 
of  Edinburgh,  and  himself,  and  was  as 
much  a  recommendation  of  the  Commis- 
sion as  the  majority  Report  itself,  he 
had  looked  with  the  greatest  confidence 
for  its  inclusion  in  the  Bill.  It  would 
be  far  better  for  the  victims  of  over- 
crowding if  the  present  Bill  was  with- 
drawn, so  that  a  more  thorough  and 
complete  measure  might  be  introduced 
next  Session.  This  Sill  dealt  with  the 
mere  fringe  of  the  question,  and  to  pass 
it  in  the  dying  moments  of  a  Parlia- 
ment would  be  a  most  doubtful  pro- 
oeediug. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  said,  he  be- 
lieved that  if  there  were  not  a  Genera! 
Election  ahead  this  Bill  would  have 
been  postponed  till  nest  Session.  He 
had  no  objection  to  its  passing ;  it 
would  do  no  liarm,  and  it  would  do  but 
little  good ;  but  it  contained  a  principle 


which  he  valued.  Ho  did  not  believe 
that  such  a  small  Bill  could  be  the  final 
outcome  of  the  labours  of  the  Royal 
Commission.  It  was  acknowledged  that 
there  ware  ample  powers  for  sanitary 
purposes  conferred  tiy  the  existing  law, 
and  that  to  carry  them  out  we  required 
rural  municipalities  and  better  local 
government  in  London;  and  yet  this 
Bill  gave  more  powers  before  the  agen- 
cies were  reformed.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  the  evil  was  very  great, 
and  that  it  was  time  to  deal  with  it ;  but 
this  Bill  did  not  deal  with  that  evil,  and 
it  could  only  be  a  settlement  for  a  Ses- 
sion, so  that  it  would  be  just  as  well  to 
postpone  it.  It  embodied  a  proposition 
signed  by  the  Marquess  of  Salisbury 
and  another  Commissioner ;  but  it 
ignored  propositions  that  were  signed 
by  several  Commissioners.  The  clause 
which  gave  a  Central  Authority  power 
over  a  Local  Authority,  and  so  rendered 
it  possible  that  a  Sanitary  Inspector 
might  be  independent  of  the  Local  Au- 
thority, was  not  calculated  to  produce 
good  local  government.  It  would  lead 
to  the  abuse  of  municipal  authority, 
and  it  would  produce  local  resentment 
against  compulsion  exercised  by  the 
Central  Authority.  One  would  have 
thought  that  one  difficulty  of  this  sort 
would  have  been  sufficient  for  the  Go- 
vernment. They  were  engaged  in  a 
dispute  with  the  Local  Authority  of 
Limerick,  and  that  was  but  a  sample 
of  what  might  be  anticipated  if  in 
England  an  attempt  were  made  to 
coerce  Local  Authorities  by  the  Central 
Authority.  What  he  valued  in  the  Bill 
was  the  application  of  the  Shaftesbury 
Act  of  1851  to  rural  districts.  He  knew 
it  had  been  a  dead  letter;  but  the  intro- 
duction of  it  into  this  Bill  was  an  admis- 
sion of  the  principle  of  the  compulsory 
acquisition  of  land  by  the  Local  Autho- 
rity. This,  was  a  priociple  for  which  he 
had  cont«Qded  for  a  long  time,  and 
which  many  others  wished  to  see  af- 
firmed for  other  purposes.  He  did  not 
tiiink  the  principle  would  be  very  effec- 
tive as  it  here  stood,  because  the  Public 
Health  Act  of  1875  was  incorporated 
with  the  Act  which  required  that  any 
land  acquired  by  the  Local  Authority 
should  bo  under  tbe  Lands  Clauses  Act, 
making  it  thereby  so  expensive,  and 
giving  the  landlord  such  advantages, 
that  ho  did  not  think  Local  Authoritiea 
would  be  likely  to  put  the  law  in  force. 
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Nevertheless,  the  principle  was  affimneiJ 
in  one  of  the  clauses  of  the  presPnt  Bill. 
His  hon.  Friend  tha  Member  fOr  Old- 
ham (Mr.  Lyulph  Stanley)  spoke  lightly 
of  the  state  of  things  as  revealed  by  the 
Commission.  He  would,  however,  ask 
hon.  Members  to  read  the  evidence  on 
which  this  Bill  was  baaed,  and  which 
showed  that  misery,  degradation,  andsuf- 
fering  of  a  kind,  and  to  an  extent  that 
WAS  simply  disgr^csfult  existed  in  out 
midst.  That  was  one  reason  more  why 
this  Bill  should  be  postponed  to  another 
Session,  in  order  that  the  public  might 
know  the  maBner  in  which  the  great 
bulk  of  the  people  were  living.  He 
could  assure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  if  hs  passed  the  Bill  this  Soasiou, 
it  would  bo  but  the  prelude  to  another 
measure  next  year,  because  the  working 
classes  and  the  poorer  classes  who  were 
subject  to  the  evils  which  he  bad  been 
describing  would  not  consent  any  longer 
to  bear  the  maximum  of  all  the  dis- 
comforts of  this  life  and  the  minimum 
of  all  that  made  life  worth  living.  Re 
did  not  now  say  what  clauses  could  be 
added  to  the  Bill  to  meet  this  state  of 
things ;  but  no  measure  would  be  satis- 
factory which  did  not  contain  provi- 
sions to  place  the  great  mass  of  the 
people  in  London  and  in  the  country,  as 
lar  as  their  dwellings  and  surroundings 
wero  concerned,  in  altogether  a  different 
position  from  that  which  they  at  present 
occupied.  The  CommiBsioners  almost 
agreed  that  there  wore  two  causes  of 
the  evils  they  were  considering.  I'irst, 
thoTO  was  the  poverty  of  the  people, 
who  could  not  afford  the  rents  askud 
for  superior  accommodation;  and,  se- 
condly, there  waa  the  cupidity  of  the 
owners  of  the  sites,  who  demanded  the 
highest  rents  from  those  who  wished  to 
build  on  those  sites,  and  thus  rendered 
deantr  the  cost  of  the  working  man's 
dwelling.  Neither  of  these  points  would 
be  touched  by  tho  present  Ijill.  He 
would  rocommend  the  right  hon.  Q-entle- 
man  to  consider  a  remedy  which  was 
discussed  by  tha  lioyal  Commission, 
and  which  was  embodied  in  a  Memo- 
randum signed  by  six  or  eight  Members. 
That  remedy — and  he  believed  it  to  be 
the  only  effectual  one— was  to  find  somi 
means  by  which  the  competition  rents  it 
populous  districts  might  be  stayed.  Tht 
evidence  showed  that  the  ever  increasing 
price  of  land  making  the  acquisition  of 
sites  mora  and  more  difficult  was  at  the 
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bottom  of  tho  evil.  Yet  th?y  did  not 
hear  of  any  suggestion  from  the  Go- 
vernment with  regard  to  that  difficulty. 
It  was  in  the  action  of  Local  Municipal 
Authorities  that  the  real  remedy  was  to 
he  found.  The  only  solution  of  the  diffi- 
culty was  first  to  create  a  real  Local 
Authority  of  a  purely  elective  character, 
and  then  to  empower  it  to  acquire  tha 
land  and  the  dwellings  in  all  those  dis- 
tricts which  were  scheduled  as  populous. 
If  the  Local  Authority  acquired  them  at 
a  fair  price,  taking  everything  into  con- 
sideration, competition  rents  would  he 
stopped.  The  Municipal  Authority  would 
have  no  interest,  like  private  individuals, 
in  making  a  profit  out  of  the  degrada- 
tion and  the  poverty  of  the  people  who 
were  compelled  to  live  in  a  populous 
district;  or  if  a  profit  ware  made  it  would 
belong  to  tho  community.  He  hoped 
hon.  Members  would  not  heightened 
by  the  word  ''  Socialism,"  which  simply 
meant  the  interdependence  of  all  classes 
of  society. 

Sib  GABEIEL  GOLDNET,  inter- 
posing, remarked  that  if  they  went  into 
the  general  question  of  Socialism  they 
would  be  a  very  long  time  discussing 
this  measure. 

Me.  JESSE  COLLINGS  want  on  to 
say  that  the  action  of  tha  Local  Autho- 
rity, as  he  understood  it,  simply  implied 
the  interdependence  of  ni embers  of 
society  on  one  another.  Would  the 
right  hon.  Qentleman  introduce  a  clause 
on  tho  lines  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Stoke'a  Bill  for  the  Eafranchiaement  of 
Leaseholds  ?  That  recommendation  was 
signed  by  10  out  of  the  17  Members  of 
the  Commission.  With  regard  to  the 
sale  of  prison  sites,  he  was  glad  to  find 
recognized  the  principle,  that  as  tha 
value  of  land  had  increased  in  conee- 
quence  of  tho  labour  of  the  people,  that 
incniase  ought  to  go  back  in  some  way 
to  tho  people.  That  principle  was  not 
only  in  tho  Bill,  but  also  in  Lord  Salis- 
bury's Memorandum,  in  which  he  spoke 
of  the  sale  at  a  reduced  price  of  meie 


"The  aarrsnder  of  an  increase  caused  by 
thst  very  concentrBtion  which  it  is  applied  tA 
remedy.  It  more  closely  resembles,"  contJnnM 
the  Alemoracdum,  "  the  provinoa  of  compenBa- 
tioQ  than  the  offer  of  a  gift." 

Those  words  of  Lord  Salisbury  had  a 
far  wider  application  than  was  given 
them  in  the  Bill,  and  he  should  like  to 
see  them  applied  in  a  really  efficient 
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measure  to  some  of  the  great  estateB  of 
the  Kingdom.  Thon  tlie  Bill  did  not 
deal  with  the  evil  as  it  existed  ia  the 
rural  districts,  where  on  large  estates 
cottages  had  boea  pulled  down  year 
after  year,  ao  that  toe  accommodalion 
for  labourers  xras  reduced  both  in  quan- 
tity aod  kind.  The  Bill,  in  fact,  did 
not  go  nearly  far  enough,  and  be  would 
suggest  to  the  OoTemment  that  it  should 
be  read  a  second  time,  so  as  to  affirm  ita 
principle ;  but  it  was  simply  ridiouloua 
to  attempt  dealing  vith  a  great  but  im- 
perfect measure  like  the  present  at  the 
fag-end  of  the  Session.  He  therefore 
hoped  that,  without  further  waste  of 
time,  it  might  be  relegated  to  the  new 
Parliament,  and  re-introduoed  in  a  con- 
siderably improved  form. 

Sir  GABRIEL  GOLDNEY  said,  the 
Bill  embodied  some  of  the  more  im- 
portant reconuueudationE  of  the  Beport 
of  the  Boyal  Commission.  It  was  not 
intended  to  carry  all  the  recommendations 
into  effect,  and  which  could  scarcely  be 
done  in  a  single  measure;  buthe  thought 
the  last  speaker's  proposal  was  not 
charaoterized  by  even  the  shadow  of 
Christian  charity,  for  it  contained  in 
pronounced  form  the  suggestion  that 
the  misery  and  vice  which  the  Bill  in 
some,  though  it  might  be  an  inadequate, 
degree,  was  designed  to  remedy,  should 
be  allowed  to  continue  till  another  Ses- 
sion and  till  more  drastic  remedies  could 
be  applied.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
read  me  Bill  a  second  time,  and  at  once 
consider  it  in  Committee. 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVBE  said,  he 
wished  to  express  hia  sense  of  the  im- 
portance of  the  great  service  which  had 
been  rendered  to  the  country  by  the 
Boyat  Commission,  and  especially  by 
his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chairman 
of  the  Commission,  who  presided  so 
ably  over  its  investigations.  In  the 
flourse  of  his  experience  he  did  not 
think  there  had  been  a  li^yal  Com- 
mission which,  during  so  short  a 
time,  had  covered  such  a  great  extent 
of  ground.  It  appeared  to  him  to 
have  conducted  the  inquiry  with  enor- 
mous labour,  and  it  bad  completed  its 
work  in  a  much  shorter  time  than  it 
waa  originally  possible  to  expect.  It 
might  be  that  they  were  not  able  to  give 
full  effect  to  the  recommendations  of  the 
Boyal  Commission;  but  he  thought  it 
would  be  unfortunate  if  the  Session 
should  close  without  giving  effect  to 


some,  at  least,  of  those  recommenda- 
tions. He  could  not,  therefore,  support 
any  Amendment  which  would  have  the 
effect  of  defeating  the  Sill.  There  were 
some  parts  of  the  Bill  which  he  could 
not  altogether  approve ;  but  there  wero 
many  parts  of  it  on  which  all  were 
agreed.  The  clause  was  an  important 
one,  which  enabled  Looal  Authorities  in 
rural  districts  to  purchase  land  with  the 
view  of  building  cottages  where  it  was 
proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Central 
Authority,  which  be  believed  would  be 
the  Local  Government  Board,  that  the 
cottages  were  insufficient  or  altogether 
inappropriate  to  the  number  of  persons 
who  lived  in  them.  He  thought  that 
was  a  most  valuable  clause;  but  be  re- 
gretted that  tbe  duties  and  the  rights  of 
the  Local  Authorities  in  this  connection 
were  not  more  clearly  stated  in  the  Bill. 
It  was  only  by  implication  that  this 
power  was  conferred  on  Local  Autho- 
rities. He  could  not  but  think  that  in 
a  Bill  of  this  kind  it  was  important  that 
a  main  object  of  this  kind  should  be 
clearly  stated,  so  that  the  Local  Autho- 
rities, in  reading  the  Bill,  should  be  en- 
abled clearly  to  understand  the  provision 
and  perceive  its  object.  Ho  did  not 
know  whether  it  was  too  late  to  make  an 
Amendment  in  this  respect;  but  he  would 
suggest  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
charge  of  the  Bill  whether  it  would  not 
be  well  in  the  let  clause  to  lay  down 
clearly  and  in  unmistakable  language 
the  right  and  the  duty  of  tbe  Local 
Authorities  to  act  in  this  direction.  An- 
other clause  with  which  he  most  heartily 
agreed  was  that  dealing  with  the  pro- 
vision in  the  Xorrens's  Acts  relating  to 
the  compulsory  purchase  by  Looal  Au- 
thorities of  condemned  buildings.  He 
thought  that  provision  had  been  the 
cause  of  the  Xorrens's  Acts  being  of 
comparatively  little  effect,  and  the  repeal 
of  that  provision  waa  important.  He 
approved  strongly  of  Clause  6,  which 
reverted  to  tbe  original  Act  of  1875,  in 
regard  to  the  rates  of  interest  charged 
by  the  State  in  the  case  of  Local  Autho- 
rities. In  1879  he  and  his  right  hon. 
Priend  the  Member  for  Birmingham 
sat  through  nearly  a  whole  night 
for  the  purpose  of  obstructing  tbe 
proposal  of  the  then  Chancellor  of 
the  K:tchequer  to  charge  a  higher 
rata  of  interest.  He  pointed  out  then 
that  the  proposal  of  the  Government 
of  that  day  would  hare  the  elbct  of 
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killing  the  Artizans'  Dwellinee  Act,  and 
he  did  his  best  to  binder  that  provision 
paestng  into  law.  He  tras  t^ratiGed  to 
find  tbat  tho  Boyal  CommisHon  had 
taken  hia  view  of  the  matter.  Ihere 
T»a9  one  respect  in  which  the  Bill  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  deficieut.  There 
was  no  provision  for  carrying  out  the 
recommendation  of  the  Itoyal  Commia- 
sion  with  reference  to  the  limitation 
of  compensation  to  be  girea  under 
the  Artizane'  Dwellings  Act.  He  did 
not  find  in  the  Bill  any  effect  given 
to  the  recommendation  of  the  Oom- 
missionera  that  whore  a  tenement  house 
was  occupied  by  several  persons  com- 
pensation in  reapect  of  it  should  not  be 
in  respect  of  the  number  of  persone, 
but  that  it  should  have  reference  to  the 
number  of  persons  who  ought  properly 
to  be  lodged  in  the  house.  That  was 
an  alteration  in  the  law  recommended 
by  the  Koyal  Oommiesion,  and  he  did 
sot  find  any  corresponding  clause  in  the 
BiU.  This,  however,  was  a  matter  which 
he  presumed  would  stand  over  to  a 
future  day,  and  perhaps  by  next  year 
they  might  have  further  experience  of 
the  Act  of  1B62.  which  had  not  yet  been 
fully  tried,  and  with  further  experience 
it  might  be  possible  to  go  further  iu  this 
direction.  The  compensation  which  had 
been  awarded  in  respect  of  sites  cleared 
under  the  operation  of  that  Act  had 
been  excessive,  and  this  had  tended 
seriously  to  reduce  the  operation  of  the 
Act.  He  had  some  objection  to  Clause 
13.  He  did  not  wish  to  pronounce  dog- 
matically upon  it.  In  principle  he  was 
rather  in  favour  of  that  which  was  laid 
down  in  the  clause,  if  it  could  be  applied 
in  such  a  way  as  not  to  cause  great 
alarm.  At  the  same  time,  it  had  created 
BO  much  alarm  among  the  owners  of 
house  property  that  he  believed  it  would 
be  deairable  to  postpone  legislation  on 
that  part  of  the  subject  till  next  year. 
Another  clause  which  be  would  also 
recommend  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
deal  with  in  the  same  way  was  that  «s 
to  the  prison  sites.  There,  again,  he  did 
not  venture  to  speak  dogmatically  ;  there 
was  much  to  be  said  on  both  sides  ;  but 
the  principle  about  to  be  adopted  was 
an  extremely  uovel  one,  and  it  might 
carry  them  much  further  than  the  par- 
tioular  cases  now  under  consideration. 
In  many  parts  of  the  country  there  was 
Crown  property.  The  proposal  made 
seven  or  eight  years  ago  with  reference 
ifr.  Skaie  L*f€vrt 


to  the  Thamea  Embankrupnt  hnd  betn 
alluded  to.  There  tlie  property  belonged 
to  tho  Woods  and  FoiestB,  and  the  prin- 
ciple adopted  iu  that  case  was  that  the 
Crown  in  reapect  of  property  of  tbat 
kind  was  justided  in  taking  into  account 
certain  interests  of  the  public,  and  in 
dealing  with  its  property  as  private 
owners  did.  But  it  must  be  recollected 
that  there  was  a  large  amount  of  Crown 
property  throughout  the  country,  and, 
therefore,  that  argument  might  cany 
them  much  further  and  lead  to  resntts 
of  considerable  importance.  He  would 
also  remark  that  they  were  entirely 
without  information  as  to  the  value  of 
the  property  now  proposed  to  be  dealt 
with.  Were  the  sites  of  Miltbank  and 
the  other  prisons  really  valuable  sites 
or  were  they  not?  He  had  heard  dif- 
ferent opinions  on  that  point.  He  bad 
heard  that  MiUbank  was  an  extremely 
valuable  site ;  that  it  would  sell  for  a 
very  large  sum  of  money ;  and,  if  the 
principle  proposed  to  be  applied  by  the 
Bill  were  adopted,  it  might  be  that  the 
difference  between  the  selling  value  of 
the  land  and  that  for  which  it  would  be 
sold  for  the  purposes  of  that  Bill  would 
probably  be  not  less  than  £300,000  or 
£400,000.  If  that  was  the  case,  what 
they  practically  now  asked  to  do  was  to 
give  a  subvention  to  the  Metropolis  of  a 
sum  to  that  amount.  He  could  not  but 
think  that  that  was  a  very  novel  prin- 
ciple, and  that  it  might  ^ve  rise  to 
claims  on  the  part  of  other  towns  to  be 
dealt  with  in  the  same  way.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  the  value  of  the  property 
was  a  small  one,  and  the  difference  be- 
tween the  value  of  (be  site  iu  the  open 
market  and  the  price  to  be  obtained  for 
it  as  a  site  for  working  class  dwell- 
ings would  not  be  considerable,  the 
question  might  not  be  a  very  aerioua 
one.  If  that  were  the  case,  why 
could  not  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works — one  of  the  most  wealthy  Local 
Authorities  in  the  Kingdom— buy  the 
property  and  give  the  tull  value  fer  it, 
and  not  raise  a  question  of  that  im- 
portance ?  All,  however,  that  he  said 
on  the  point  at  present  was  that  it  was 
one  on  which  there  was  so  much  differ- 
ence of  opinion  that  he  thought  it  wonld 
be  well  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  postpone  that  very  contentious 
question  till  nest  Session.  In  conclu- 
sion, although  the  harvest  at  present 
might  not  be  a  large  one,  he  hoped  they 
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might  be  allowed  to  Rather  it  ;  but,  nn 
tliere  were  other  questions  not  dealt 
with  in  that  Bill  which  must  come  under 
the  considdratiou  of  the  Legislature  at 
an  early  period,  they  might,  he  thought, 
leave  to  that  period  aome  of  the  conten- 
tiouB  matter  to  whioh  he  had  referred. 

The  PKESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfoub)  said,  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  had  juat  sat  down 
a^eed  with  the  Mover  of  the  Amend- 
ment in  adTiaini;  them  to  relep^ate  at 
least  one  contentious  question  till  next 
Session.  The  hon.  Member  for  Oldham 
(Mr.  Lyulph  Stanley)  was  anxious  that 
they  should  not  discuss  the  question  of 
the  housing  of  the  poor  until  they  had 
determined — first,  the  whole  question  of 
local  burdens ;  secondly,  what  boo.  Gen- 
tlemen called  the  land  question  ;  thirdly, 
the  question  of  local  gorernment ;  and, 
fourthly,  the  question  of  leasehold  tenure 
in  towns.  Was  it  to  be  seriously  sup- 
posed that  next  Session  would  be  a  Ses- 
sion in  which  they  would  hare  a  large 
amount  of  leisure  to  discuss  those  ques- 
tions? He  was  quite  prepared  to  leare 
to  the  next  Parliament  everything  which 
it  could  most  properly  discuss ;  but  if 
they  could,  by  common  agreement  on 
both  sides,  do  something  material — he 
did  not  say  how  much — to  improve  the 
dwellings  of  the  working  classes,  was  it 
common  sense  to  defer  it  until  the  whole 
catalogue  of  gigantic  problems  which 
the  hon.  Member  for  Oldham  had  de- 
sired them  to  discuss  had  been  finally 
disposedofby  the  new  Parliament?  The 
hou.  Member  for  Oldham  seemed  to 
think  that  everything  would  be  put  right 
if  they  only  had  a  good  system  of  local 
self -government.  Noiv,hewasasanKious 
for  local  self-government  as  the  hon. 
Member;  but  let  them  constitute  their 
Local  Governing  Bodies  how  they  pleased, 
they  would  not  always  be  ready  to  carry 
out  the  duties  which  Parliament  desired 
to  impose  on  them.  Tho  hon.  Mombor 
for  Stoke  (Mt.  Broadhurst)  thought  (he 
remedy  for  the  eiistint>;  evil  was  a  good 
Leasehold  Bill.  Now,  individually,  he 
had  a  prejudice  in  favour  of  houses 
being  built  in  towns  on  a  tenure  sub- 
stantially equal  to  a  freehold  site.  In 
Scotland,  and  in  parts  of  Lancashire, 
that  Lad  been  an  habitual  practice ;  but 
when  he  was  told  that  ovurcrowding, 
insanitary  dwellings,  and  all  the  other 
great  social  diseases  with  which   that 
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Bill  was  intended  to  cope,  had  their 
origin  in  the  fact  that  a  large  part  of 
the  Metropolis  was  held  under  leases^ 
from  ground  landlords,  he  reminded  the' 
House  that  those  evils  exist«d  in  towns 
in  this  country  and  in  other  countries 
where  the  question  of  teases  never  arose, 
aud,  among  other  places,  in  Edinburgh, 
in  Glasgow,  in  Paris,  in  Berlin,  and  in 
New  York.  The  clause  of  this  Bill 
dealing  with  prison  sites  had  excited 
more  controversy  of  a  general  kind  than 
any  other  provision  in  it.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Stoke  asked  how  they  could 
justify  handing  over  to  that  Metropolis 
a  large  grant  of  public  property  unless 
they  were  equally  prepared  to  hand  over 
to  other  local  bodies  and  other  towns 
grants  of  a  like  charaoter?  The  hon. 
Member,  in  fact,  said  that  he  objected 
to  handing  over  the  unearned  increment 
of  rent  to  the  ratepayers  of  the  Metro- 
polis. But,  having  said  that,  he  went 
on  to  say  that  he  did,  after  all,  approve 
of  the  clause  to  a  certain  extent,  because 
it  recognized  the  principle  that  the  un- 
earned increment  belonged  to  the  people. 
Both  those  arguments  could  not  be 
sound,  and,  therefore,  it  was  for  the 
hon.  Member  to  choose  between  them. 
But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  question  of  unearned  iucre- 
ment  into  the  treatment  of  this  ques- 
tion was  utterly  irrelevant,  and  Mr. 
George's  theories,  whatever  might  be 
their  value,  had  no  relation  to  tho  Bill. 
He  would  not  go  into  a  justification  of 
the  clause  in  detail ;  but  he  would  urge 
in  particular  this  argument — that  Lon- 
don was  the  place  where  most  injury 
had  been  done  to  tho  working  classes 
by  displacements  carried  out  under  Act 
of  I'ariiament,  and  London  was  also  the 
one  town  in  the  United  Kingdom  where 
the  greatest  injury  had  been  done  to  tho 
working  classes  by  compelling  them  to 
migrate.  There  was  something,  there- 
fore, not  altogether  unfair  in  asking; 
Parliament  to  partially  undo  the  wrong 
Parliament  itself  had  inflicted.  More- 
over, Fentonville  was  a,  national  prison, 
and  it  occupied  a  site  which  practically 
threw  much  too  great  a  burden  on  the 
taxpayers,  and.  therefore,  the  passing 
of  this  clause  might  be  regarded  as  pay- 
ing olTwhat  the  country  owed  to  London. 
These  were  the  ploas  on  which  he  would 
recommend  the  House  to  accept  the 
clause,  which,  at  the  same  time,  he 
frankly   admitted   was   open   in   soma 
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n'nte  of  view  to  aevere  criticism.  The 
).  Member  for  Ijiswich  (Mr.  Josso 
CoIliugH)  complained  that  tho  Bill  did 
uothinfi;  whatever  to  diminish  the  pres- 
sure of  rente.  He  altogether  denied 
that.  In.  the  Grst  place,  the  very  clause 
he  had  been  discuasia)!;  had  as  its  solo 
juetiGcatioQ  the  fact  that  it  would  dimi- 
nish the  pressure  of  rents.  It  was 
grossly  unfair  to  the  framers  of  the  Bill 
to  sa J  that  nothing  was  done  to  dimi- 
nish, to  a  certain  extent,  at  all  events, 
the  pressure  of  rents  upon  those  who 
were  compelled  to  dwell  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  their  work.  He  oamestly 
impressed  upon  the  House  the  desira- 
bilitj  of  as  soon  as  possible  disoussing 
Uie  Bill  in  OoDimittee.  Most  of  the  ob- 
jections that  had  been  taken  to  the  Bill 
might,  he  thought,  have  been  taken  in 
Cjommittee;  and  it  would  be  a  thousand 
pitiefi,  after  the  Bojal  Commission  had 
reported,  and  a  Bill  had  been  introduced 
in  the  main  in  accordance  with  that 
Beport,  if  the  House  were  to  spend  any 
more  time  discussing  the  second  reading 
at  a  period  of  the  Session  when  time 
was  doubly  and  trebly  valuable. 

Mn.  FIRTH  said,  it  was  difficult  to 
know  whether  the  Bill  was  really  tho 
Bill  of  the  Boyal  Commission  or  not. 
More  Members  of  the  Commission  had 
spoken  against  the  Bill  than  had  spoken 
in  favour  of  it;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
the  Bill  certainly  did  carry  out  some  of 
the  recommendations  of  tho  OommieBion. 
He  thought  it  was  very  necessary  to  get 
the  pronsions  this  Bill  did  gjve  them. 
For  the  rest  he  was  perfectly  satisfied 
to  wait  until  the  next  Eloction  was  over. 
As  to  the  question  of  the  unearned 
increment  on  these  prison  sites,  it  had 
always  been  the  custom  of  Railway 
Companies  to  select  the  sites  of  the 
houses  of  working  men  for  the  purpose 
of  laying  out  their  lines,  and  to  turn 
working  men  out  without  any  sort  of 
compensation,  and  the  unearned  incre- 
ment of  the  prison  sites  was  not  a  very 
large  return  for  all  that.  Under  the 
present  law,  where  a  man  let  an  un- 
furnished house  he  was  not  liable  for 
injury  to  health  caused  by  bad  sanitary 
arrangements;  but  that  was  not  the 
case  where  the  house  was  furnished. 
He  entirely  approved  the  proposal  iu 
the  Bill  that  the  owner  of  the  house 
should  be  liable  in  euoh  a  case  whether 
the  house  was  furnished  or  unfurnished. 
He  should  have  been  glad  to  have  seen 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 


several  other  of  the  recommendations  of 
tlio  Royal  Camiuiasion  embodied  in  the 
Bill ;  but  inasmuch  as  the  Bill,  as  far 
as  it  went,  did  advance  the  question  a 
little,  he  should  give  it  his  hearty 
support.  He  would  only  add  that  ha 
thought  the  result  of  the  investigation 
by  the  Royal  Commission  had  in  many 
respects  imperatively  demonstrated  the 
necessity  that  existed  in  London  for  a 
Central  Municipal  Authority. 

Mr.  W.  M;  TOERENS  said,  ho 
hoped  that  the  Bill  would  be  read  a 
socoud  time ;  but  he  wished  to  give  the 
Home  Secretary  one  word  of  advice. 
Nothing  was  more  dangerous  than  to 
overload  a  lifeboat,  no  matter  what  were 
the  motives  which  prompted  such  a 
course.  This  Bill  was  a  lifeboat,  and 
he  urged  the  ngbt  hon.  Gentleman  not 
to  consent  to  the  addition  of  any  more 
clauses  to  it,  as  its  very  existence 
would  thereby  be  imperilled.  For  him- 
self, be  would  be  glad  if  the  Govern- 
ment oould,  consistently  with  their  sense 
of  duty,  omit  one  or  two  clauses  to 
which  opposition  had  been  offered.  Ha 
desired  to  point  out  that  the  Royal  Com- 
missioners had  steadily  refused  to  enter 
into  the  general  subject  of  London  Qo- 
vernment,  and  hod  confined  their  atten- 
tion strictly  to  the  question  before  them 
— namely,  the  better  housing  of  the 
working  classes  of  London.  They  in  no 
way  recommended  that  the  unearned 
increment  of  the  land  should  be  given 
to  the  people,  and  they  had  not  sought 
to  deal  with  theoretical  questions  of  the 
kind.  This  measure,  therefore,  must 
not  be  supposed  to  be  intended  as  a  first 
step  towards  the  nationalization  of  the 
laud,  or  towards  creating  a  new  Munici- 
pality for  London.  As  to  the  proposal 
with  respect  to  prison  sites,  of  which  he 
was  the  author,  so  far  as  the  Commis- 
sioQ  was  concerned,  he  should  be  de- 
lighted even  if  a  brick  was  never  laid 
on  the  sites.  If  there  was  one  thing 
which  the  Metropolis  required  more 
than  houses  it  was  breathing  ground  for 
the  people  who  had  been  crowded  to- 
gether by  the  action  of  Parliament, 
and  he  rejoiced  at  the  prospect  of  those 
sinks  of  iniquity,  the  prisons  affected  by 
the  Bill,  being  removed  from  among  the 
people,  and  their  sites  appropriated 
either  rs  open  spaces  or  for  the  purpose 
of  building  dwellings  for  the  working 
classes.  Iu  this  matter  it  was  neither 
practicable  nor  equitable  to  deal  with 
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London  like  an  ordinary  town.  London 
was  the  centra  of  the  population  and 
the  industrj  of  the  Kingdom  ;  it  was 
annQally  attracting  thousanda  of  freeh 
inhabitants,  and  it  was  incumbent  upon 
Parliament  to  deal  with  that  which  had 
become  the  greatest  capital  of  the 
greatest  Empire  in  tho  world  on  specific 
grounds  and  principles. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  Assheiox  Gross)  said,  that  he  bad 
an  appeal  to  make  to  the  House.  He 
trusted  that  thoy  would  now  consent  to 
read  tho  Bill  a  second  time,  inasmucb  as 
ho  intended  to  propose  several  Amend- 
ment a  in  Committee  to-morrow,  the 
nature  of  which  be  would  make  known 
to  the  House  on  the  Motion  that  tho 
Speaker  leave  the  Chair,  and  which  he 
thought  would  meet  many  of  the  ob- 
jections that  had  been  made  to  the  mea- 
sure. They  were  very  near  the  end  of 
the  Session,  and  there  was  still  other 
Business  to  be  got  through.  Hon.  Mem- 
bers would  have  ample  opportunity  of 
discussing  the  measure  to-morrow  on 
the  Motion  for  firoing  into  Committee. 

Mb.  HOPWOOD  said,  tbat  after  the 
appeal  of  the  right  boo.  Qeotleman  he 
would  not  press  bis  right  to  address  the 
House  upon  the  measure. 

Mk.  GRAY  desired  to  state  that,  as  a 
Member  of  the  Commission,  he  did  not 
object  to  the  Bill.  He  was  not  of  opi- 
nion that  it  would  do  much  good, 
although  it  could  not  do  much  harm. 
He  certainly  thought  tbat  the  enormous 
evil  of  the  condition  of  the  poor  in 
large  towns  could  not  be  dealt  with  by 
a  Bill  of  such  a  kind. 

Mb.  BRYCE  said,  that  be  should  not 
oppose  the  Bill  being  read  a  second 
time  on  the  understanding  that  a  debate 
could  be  raised  on  the  Motion  to  go  into 
Committee. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question,  "  That  the  Bill  bo 
now  read  a  second  time,"  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  commitUd 
for  To-morrouf. 

LAND  PURCHASE  (IRELAND) 

BILL  [Im-ift].— [Bill  HB.] 
{Mr.  AUomey  Gtturatfor  Irtlaiul.) 


Order  for  Committee  read. 


IRELAND  (Mr.  Holueb),  in  moving 
that  Mr.  Speaker  do  leave  the  Cbait, 
said,  that  the  Government  bad  under- 
taken, before  the  House  went  into  Corn* 
mittee,  to  state  the  names  of  the  Com- 
missioners who  would  be  appointed 
under  it.  The  Government  were  anxious, 
inasmuch  as  the  Bill  dealt  with  the  inte- 
rests of  both  landlords  and  tenants,  that 
the  two  Commissioners  to  bo  appointed 
under  it  should  be,  as  far  as  possible, 
representative  of  the  interests  of  those 
two  parties.  The  question  of  who  the 
Commissioners  should  be  to  whom  tho 
administration  of  the  Bill  should  be  in- 
trusted bad  been  a  matter  of  earnest 
consideration  on  the  part  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government.  After  the  most 
mature  consideration,  they  were  now  in 
a  position  to  submit  to  the  House  the 
names  of  two  gentleman  whose  past 
career  and  acquaintance  with  the  sub- 
ject, as  well  as  the  knowledge  which 
uon.  Members  possessed  of  them,  would, 
he  thought,  entitle  their  choice  to  the 
approval  of  the  House.  Mr.  John 
George  M'Carthy  was  for  many  years 
a  Member  of  that  House.  When  the 
Land  Act  of  1861  came  into  operation 
he  was  appointed  a  Sub- Commissioner, 
and  from  that  time  up  to  the  present  he 
had  been  engaged  in  carrying  out  the 
Land  Act  of  1881.  Though  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  say  that  any  gentleman  had  given 
entire  satisfaction  in  the  carrying  out  of 
tbat  important  measure,  yet  it  would  be 
admitted  by  everyone  that  Mr.  M'Carthy, 
as  far  as  it  was  possible  to  do  so,  had 
carried  out  tho  measure  in  a  spirit  of 
fairness  and  equity  to  all  parties  con- 
cerned. While  he  was  justified  in  say- 
ing that  Mr.  M'Carthy's  sympathies 
were  with  the  tenants,  yet  he  was  sure 
that  in  carrying  out  this  legislation  he 
would  do  nothing  that  was  not  just.  The 
second  Commissioner  it  was  proposed  to 
appoint  was  Mr.  Stanislaus  Lynch,  who 
had  been  a  Registrar  of  the  Landed 
Estates  Court  for  many  years,  and  in 
that  position  had  bad  great  experience 
in  the  transfer  of  properties.  He  was 
sure  that  his  experience  in  that  parti- 
cular would  bo  of  great  importance  in 
carrying  out  the  Act.  Furthermore,  for 
the  last  two  or  three  years,  Mr.  Lynch 
had  devoted  himself  to  tho  question  of 
the  creation  of  a  peasant  proprietary,  and 
had  written  upon  that  subject.  Speak- 
ing for  himself  and  for  his  Colleagues, 
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they  were  of  opinion  that  if  ths  House 
adopted  these  names  thero  would  be  no 
danger  that  the  Act  would  not  bo 
carried  out  with  efficiency,  fairness,  and 
equity. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  Mr.  Spoaker  do  now  leave  the 
01iair."~{ZXtf  Altontei/  General  fur  Ire- 
land.) 

Mr.  HORACE  DAVEY  said,  it  would, 
no  doubt,  be  the  desire  of  the  Oovem- 
ment,  or  of  whatever  OoTOrnment  hap- 
pened to  bo  in  Office  when  the  Bill  was 
carried  into  eEfect,  to  carry  it  out,  as 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Oentleman 
Baid,  with  efficiency,  fairness,  and  equity. 
He  wished  to  take  that  opportuaity, 
which  would  probably  be  the  last  he 
should  have  before  the  Bill  passed  into 
law,  of  stating  some  misgiTings  he  felt 
as  to  the  soundness  of  the  principle  upon 
which  the  measure  was  based.  '  He  Was 
well  aware  that  the  Bill  was  brought 
before  the  House  with  the  assent  of  the 
leading  statesmen  on  both  aides  of  the 
House,  and  he  was  also  aware  that  the 
part  of  a  Cassandra  was  not  a  gracious 
nor  a  popular  one  either  on  the  stage  or 
off  of  it;  but  he  could  not  help  espressing 
his  doubts  and  miagivings,  after  the  ex- 
perience he  had  obtained,  as  to  whetlier 
the  Bill  would  achieve  the  objects  which 
it  had  in  view,  aud,  if  it  did  achieve 
them,  whether  they  would  not  be  pur- 
chased at  too  dear  a  price.  The  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  Bill  was  based  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  fraught  with 
tLovelty.  Almost  for  the  first  time  they 
were  called  upon  to  sanction  a  measure 
by  which  it  was  proposed  to  invest  the 
money  of  the  taxpayers  of  the  United 
Kingdom  in  loans  to  tenants  in  Ireland 
in  order  to  enable  them  to  purchase  their 
farms  on  easy  terms.  He  quite  agreed 
that  that  principle  had,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, been  acted  upon  in  what  were 
known  as  the  Bright  Clauses  of  the 
Land  Act  of  1881.  But  he  would  point 
out  a  very  material  distinction  between 
those  clauses  and  the  present  Bill.  In 
the  Act  of  1881,  and  in  previous  Acts  by 
which  Parliament  authorized  advances 
to  be  made  to  the  tenants  out  of  tho 
Church  Surplus,  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
abling them  to  purchase  thoir  holdings, 
it  was  always  provided  that  one-fourth 
should  be  paid  down  by  the  tenant  in 
the  first  instance.  In  this  Bill  that  pro- 
vision had  bean  altogether  omitted.  The 
The  Attonify  G en f r«l  fm-  Ireland 


proposal  contained  in  the  Bill  was  thit 
nothing  whatever  was  to  be  paid  by  the 
tenant,  and  that  no  security  was  to  be 
taken  from  the  tenant  if  he  desired  ^a 
purchase.  He  was  not  called  upon  to 
pay  a  single  Irf. ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
a  great,  and,  in  his  opinion,  too  great,  a 
benefit  was  intended  to  be  conferred  upon 
the  tenant  in  the  shape  of  lowering  the 
annual  sum  he  would  have  to  pay  either 
in  the  way  of  rent  or  instalments  of  rant, 
and  a  lai^  bonus  was  given  to  him  in 
the  future.  It  was  quite  true  that  the 
Bill  proposed  only  to  advance  a  sum  of 
£5,000,000,  and  it  might  be  ssid  that 
that  sum,  as  compared  with  the  Ex- 
penditure of  the  country,  was  so  trifling 
as  to  be  a  mere  fieabite.  This,  how- 
ever, was  not  a  question  of  the  advance 
of  £5,000,000,  but  an  experiment  in- 
tended to  bo  tried  for  tlie  purpose  of 
converting  the  ownership  of  land  in  Ire- 
land into  a  peasant  proprietary.  If  th« 
Bill  succeeded,  and  the  landlords  and 
tenants  of  Ireland  availed  themselves  of 
the  facilities  given  by  the  Bill,  it  woold 
not  be  a  question  of  £.5,000,000,  but  the 
coiintrj-  would  be  called  upon  to  advance 
£26,000,000.  £50,000,000,  or,  it  might 
be.  £100,000,000,  in  order  to  enable  the 
srheme  which  the  Bill  presented  to  the 
House  to  be  carried  out.  He  asked  the 
House  to  consider  what  was  the  security 
offered  for  the  large  advances  which  the 
House  was  going  to  sanction  out  of  tbs 
money  of  the  taxpayers  of  the  whole  of 
the  United  Kingdom?  They  were  told 
(hat  the  Bill  provided  that  the  Qaveni- 
ment  should  have  the  security  of  tbe 
land— a  security  of  much  the  same  kind 
as  the  landlord  now  had  for  his  root— 
and  that  there  was  a  provision  in  the 
Bill  by  which  one-fifth  of  the  purchase 
money  might  be  retained  by  the  Land 
Commission.  He  ventured  to  say,  how- 
ever, that  that  security  was  abaolntely 
illusory,  because  it  was  only  permissive, 
because  only  one-fifth  was  to  be  re- 
tained ;  and,  even  if  it  were  retained,  it 
had  to  be  givun  up  aa  soon  as  the  tenant 
had  paid  one-fifth  of  thepurchase  money, 
instead  of  being  retained  until  the  tenant 
had  paid  the  whole  of  the  purchase 
money,  by  which  means  something  in 
the  shape  of  real  security  would  be 
(^iven.  As  soon,  however,  as  the  tenant 
had  paid  the  amount  equal  to  one-fifth 
of  the  purchase  money,  the  sum  re- 
tained as  security  would  be  returned.  So 
that  this  security  was  altogether  illusorr, 
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and  UBelees  for  the  repayment  of  the 
whole  of  the  advancea  which  ths  State 
waa  asked  to  make.  Then  they  were 
told  that  they  had  the  eecurity  of  the 
land  itself;  but  that  depended  upon  two 
factors — the  first  of  which  was  the 
ability  and  willingness  of  the  tenant  to 
pay ;  and  the  second,  and  the  most  im- 
portant, factor  was  the  ability  and  will- 
ingoess  of  the  Government  to  enforce 
its  powers  aa  a  secured  crodilor.  He 
would  ask  the  House  to  consider  what 
would  be  the  position  of  the  tenant  if 
the  scheme  contemplated  by  the  Bill 
were  carried  into  effect.  The  Bill  pro- 
vided that  the  teaant  should  pay  an  an- 
nuity calculated  at  4  per  cent  on  the 
purchase  money,  and  extending  over  a 
period  of  49  years.  In  that  time  it  was 
calculated  that  he  would  have  to  pay  the 
purchase  money  with  3  perceat  interest ; 
but  the  amount  of  interest  was  imma- 
terial. He  was  told,  and  he  believed  it 
was  generally  accepted,  that  laud  sold 
for  about  20  yeara'  purchase  ;  and  if  it 
sold  at  anything  less  than  25  years'  pur- 
chase on  the  rent,  the  annuity  which  the 
tenant  would  pay  would  be  less  than  the 
rent  he  was  at  present  paying.  Let 
him  take  the  case  of  a  tenancy  in  regard 
to  which  the  rent  was  £50  a-year.  At 
20  years'  purchase  the  purchase  money 
would  be  £1,000.  At  4  per  cent  inte- 
rest, payable  for  19  years,  he  would  pay 
to  the  estate  an  annuity  of  £40  a-year, 
or,  in  other  words,  20  per  ceut  less  than 
he  would  pay  in  ibe  shape  of  rent,  and 
at  the  end  of  49  years  the  land  would 
become  his  own,  so  that  the  position 
of  the  tenant  would  be  much  better  by 
purchasing  the  land  and  being  con- 
verted from  a  tenant  into  a  proprietor. 
He  would  pay  20  per  cent  less  than  he 
was  now  paying  in  the  shape  of  rent, 
and  he  would  leave  his  successors  in  the 
possession  of  the  land  after  49  years. 
No  wonder  that  the  Bill  had  baen  called 
a  generous  Bill.  Few  proposals  had 
ever  been  brought  before  Parliament  of 
a  more  generous  character.  What  they 
proposed  to  do  was  to  make  an  imme- 
diate and  most  valuable  present  to  the 
tenants  of  land  in  Ireland;  but  they 
made  that  present  at  the  expense  of 
the  taxpayers  of  tbe  United  Kingdom. 
["No!  "J  Yes;  it  was  the  taxpayers 
of  the  United  Kingdom  who  were  to 
advance  this  sum  of  £5,000,000  out  of 
the  Consolidated  Fund  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  the  tenants  to  become  the 
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awnersof  land  on  these  easy  terms.  Did 
tbe  House  think  that  it  would  stop 
there,  or  that  the  demand  would  be  con- 
fined to  Ireland  ?  Was  it  not  certain 
that  a  demand  would  be  made  in  that 
Houso  to  apply  the  same  principle  in 
other  parts  of  the  Uniled  Kingdom,  the 
inbabitauta  of  which  were,  in  fact  and 
in  truth,  called  upon  to  contribute  to 
the  large  sum  which,  if  the  Bill  became 
a  success,  would  require  to  be  advanced 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  ?  If  this 
money  were  an  ordinary  advance  to  be 
repaid,  it  might  be  aaid  that  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  was  in  the  position  of 
the  money  lender  who  advanced  his 
money  and  got  a  return  of  his  capital 
with  interest;  hut  he  had  already  pointed 
out  that  the  only  eecurity  the  State  would 
have  was  asecurity  which  would  depend 
upon  the  ability  and  the  wiUiugness  of 
tbe  tenant  to  pay,  and  what  he  thought 
was  much  more  important— namely,  the 
ability  and  willingness  of  the  State  to 
enforce  payment  of  the  annuity.  He 
would  ask  what  would  be  the  position 
of  the  State  in  respect  of  a  tenant  who 
purchased  under  the  Act?  Every  lawyer 
and  every  hon.  Member  of  that  House 
knew  that  the  State  would  be  in  tbe 
position  of  a  mortgagee;  and  they 
understood  the  difference  between  the 
position  of  a  mortgagee  and  of  a  land- 
lord who  let  his  land  to  a  tenant  at  a 
rent.  They  could  not  expect  the  pea- 
santry of  Ireland  to  realize  the  differ- 
ence between  the  position  of  the  land- 
lord who  received  £40  and  the  landlord 
who  received  £50  a-year ;  and  inevitably 
the  State  would  become,  ia  substance 
and  in  fact,  for  a  period  of  49  years,  as 
regarded  those  tenants  who  accepted 
these  terms,  in  the  position  of  landlord 
of  the  land  in  Ireland,  and  all  the  un- 
popularity and  all  the  odium  which  at- 
tached to  the  position  of  a  landlord  in 
Ireland  would  henceforth  attach  to  tbe 
State,  and  with  accumulating  force,  be- 
cause the  State  would  have  to  bear  the 
additional  unpopularity  which  attached 
to  the  State  when  it  demanded  money. 
Many  people  thought,  and  it  was  gene- 
rally believed,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  in  this 
country,  that  the  State  was  to  be  what 
had  been  described  as  a  universal  pro- 
vider ;  and  if  the  State  attempted,  in 
hard  times,  to  enforce  the  payment  of 
annuities,  it  would  incur  all  the  odium 
of  a  landlord  demanding  bis  rent,  and, 
in  addition,   the  odium  of   the    State 
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onforoing  pajmeat  of  money  upon  people 
who  found  it  very  difficult  to  pay.  All 
he  asked  the  House  to  conaider  yraa 
what  the  position  of  the  State  would  bs 
if  they  had  another  period  of  scarcity 
and  of  famine  such  as  those  which  bad 
from  time  to  time  visited  Ireland  when 
they  had  bad  seasons  and  the  crops  had 
failed,  and  it  became  most  diffloult  for 
the  tenant  to  pay  his  rent.  What  would 
he  the  position  of  the  Oovemment  then  ? 
How  were  they  to  enforce  payment  of 
these  annuities  ?  Would  they  propose 
to  enforce  it  by  eviction  or  by  sale?  If 
they  enforced  the  payment  of  the  instal- 
ments by  the  legal  remedies  of  sale  or 
eviction,  were  they  going  to  enforce  it 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  or  how  were 
they  going  to  enforce  it?  He  ven- 
tured to  predict  that  if  times  like 
those  which  they  had  passed  through 
should,  unhappily,  pass  over  Ireland 
again,  it  would  bo  difficult,  nay,  almost 
impossible,  for  the  Qovernment,  with 
the  best  intentions  in  the  world,  to 
enforce  regular  payment  when  it  wat 
refused,  and  if  the  refusal  became  any' 
thing  like  universal  it  would  be  impfw- 
sible  to  enforce  the  payment  of  annui- 
ties, which  would  represent  the  principal 
and  interest  of  the  advances.  Ha  would 
not  say  what  power  this  would  give 
the  agitator.  The  agitator  against  the 
legal  rights  of  the  landlord  had  made 
out  a  strong  case,  and  the  agitator 
against  the  legal  rights  of  the  landlord 
had  aroused  the  passions  of  the  people. 
But  what  a  field  there  would  be  for  the 
agitator  when  these  annual  payments— 
whether  rents  or  annuities  were  per- 
fectly immaterial — were  to  be  paid,  not 
to  landlords  or  to  individuals,  but  to  the 
State!  He  looked  forward  with  the 
greatest  misgiving  to  the  ability  of  the 
State  to  enforce  these  payments;  and 
although,  of  course,  on  paper  they 
would  have  a  legal  right  to  onforce 
thorn  by  eviction  or  sale  of  the  holding, 
he  ventured  to  anticipate  that,  notwith- 
standing the  approval  which  the  Bill 
had  received  from  both  aides  of  the 
House,  there  would  be  the  greatest  dLf- 
ficulty  on  the  part  of  the  State  here- 
after in  enforcing  payment  of  the  an- 
nuity representing  the  principal  and  the 
interest  of  the  advances.  He  was  told 
that  there  was  no  donbt  the  tenant  pur- 
chasing under  the  provisions  of  this  Bill 
wnuld  pay  his  instalments  of  principal 
and  interest.  He  said,  with  the  utmost 
Mr.  Horace  Daiey 


sincerity,  that  he  hoped  and  desired  that 
It  might  be  so.  Nothing  would  give 
him  greater  pleasure  than  to  find  that 
the  misgiving  and  doubt  which  he  could 
not  help  feeling  as  to  the  expediency  of 
the  Bill,  and  as  to  the  precedents  set 
by  its  provisions,  were  falsified.  If  the 
Bill  became  a  success,  and  it  were  a 
as  of  establishing,  with  justice  to  all 
parties,  and  with  justice  to  the  State, 
which  meant  the  people  of  the  United 
Kingdom  generally,  a  peasant  proprie- 
tary in  Ireland,  and  that  peasant  pro- 
priotary  became  a  guarantee  for  order 
and  good  government  in  that  country, 
nothing  would  give  him  greater  plea- 
sure than  to  find  that  the  misgivings  he 
entertained  were  falsified.  He  confessed 
that  he  should  have  liked  the  experi- 
ment to  be  tried  which  had  been  indi- 
cated, he  believed,  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Tyrone  (Mr.  T.  A.  Dickson)— 
namely,  that  of  the  establishment  of  a 
National  Land  Bank.  He  was  told 
that  it  was  the  practice  of  the  Irish 
tenants  to  invest  their  savings  in  the 
Irish  banks,  and  if  the  deposits  could 
be  utilized  for  the  purpose  of  adding  to 
the  public  fund  which  it  was  intended 
to  apply  in  this  way,  he  believed  that 
most  v^uable  results  would  be  secured, 
and  for  two  reasons— first,  the  Irish 
people  themselves  would  provide  the 
money  by  which  it  was  proposed  to 
transfer  the  land  in  Ireland  from  the 
present  holders  toapeasant  proprietary; 
and,  in  the  next  place,  the  aavings  of 
the  Irish  people  would  be  invested  in 
loans  to  the  tenants  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  them  to  purchase  their  hold- 
ings. Consequently,  every  person  who 
became  a  depositor  or  a  borrower  in 
such  a  bank  as  had  been  suggested,  the 
funds  of  which  were  to  be  applied  for 
this  purpose,  would  be  interested  in 
maintaining  the  stability  of  the  system, 
aud  in  taking  care  that  the  instalments 
represented  by  the  annuity  were  paid 
with  reasonable  regularity.  He  would 
have  had  much  greater  confidenoe  in 
the  sucoess  of  the  proposals  intended  to 
be  carried  out  by  the  Bill  if  eome  scheme 
of  tJiat  kind  hod  been  attached  to  the 
measure,  than  he  had  in  a  proposal  to 
advance  money  out  of  the  ConsoUdated 
Fund  to  the  tenants  in  return  for  an  an- 
nuity. He  was  well  aware  that  in  all 
probability  the  Bill  would  be  carried 
into  law  with  such  Amendments  aa 
might  be  made  in  it  in  Committee,  and 
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he  was  woll  atrare  that  the  doubts  and 
mis^cmiigs  he  had  felt  it  hia  duty  to 
exproBB,  in  his  place  in  Parliament,  as  to 
the  soundness  of  the  principle  on  'which 
the  Bill  was  based,  and  the  probahility 
of  its  aucceas.  would  be  nothing  more 
than  an  ineffectual  protest.  He  could 
only  hope  and  desire — and  he  did  bo 
from  tbe  bottom  of  hia  heart— that  the 
Bill  might  tura  out  to  be  all  that  the 
promoters  of  it  wished,  and  that  his 
misgirin  gsmightbealtogetherfalsified — 
that  the  tenants  would  pay  ihe  annuities 
and  instalments  they  would  have  to  pay 
with  reasonable  regularity,  and  that 
tbe  Bill  would  be  the  meana  of  estab- 
lisbing  an  order  of  things  in  Ireland 
which  would  tend  to  the  prosperity  of 
the  country. 

Mk.  SINCLAIR  said,  that  it  had  not 
been  his  intention  to  have  obtruded 
himself  upon  the  Oommittee ;  but  after 
the  speech  of  the  hon.andloamed  Mem- 
ber forChtistchuroh  (Mr.  Horace  Davey), 
and  knowing,  ae  he  (Mr.  Sinclair)  did, 
that  anythinz  which  came  from  such  a 
quarter  would  receive  not  only  great 
attention  in  that  Committee,  but  also 
from  the  nation  at  large,  he  thought  it 
was  desirable  to  notice  one  or  two 
points  which,  in  bis  opinion,  deserved 
attention  at  the  hands  of  hon.  Members 
before  a  measure  of  this  kind  passed  into 
law.  The  bon.  and  learned  Member  had 
referred  to  the  question  of  the  security  that 
was  proposed  to  be  given  in  one-fifth 
of  the  purchaae  money  being  retained  in 
the  hands  of  the  Ct-overnment  until  at 
least  that  proportion  had  been  paid  by 
the  tenant,  and  the  bon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  said  that  that  was  the 
only  security  whiuh  existed,  given  on 
account  or  behalf  of  the  purchaser. 
That,  however,  waa  not  exactly  the  case, 
at  least,  in  tbe  North  of  Ireland,  because 
the  tenant  right  that  existed  on  the 
Northern  farms  was  of  very  great  value. 
In  some  cases,  as  vras  mentioned  in 
the  House  on  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill,  tbe  tenant  right  amounted  to 
more  than  the  value  of  the  fee  simple, 
and  that  security,  if  he  understood  the 
proTtsione  of  the  Bill  aright,  would  re- 
main in  the  bands  of  the  Government 
until  the  entire  amount  of  the  advance 
repaid.     That,  he  tliougfat,  was 
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advanced  with  a  view  of  carrying  into 
effect  the  attempt  now  being  made 
to  inatitute  a  peasant  proprietary  in 
Ireland.  Very  little  bad  been  said 
during  the  debate  oa  to  the  desirability 
and  necessity  of  the  oreatiou  of  a  pea- 
sant proprietary.  It  seemed  to  be  con- 
coded  in  all  parts  of  the  Committee  that 
that  was  a  most  desirable  thing  to  do, 
and  he,  therefore,  would  not  detain  bon. 
Members  by  entering  into  that  part  of 
the  question ;  bnt  he  would  accept,  as 
an  axiom  agreed  in  by  both  sides,  that 
it  was  a  desirable  thing  to  attain,  if 
it  could  be  attained  in  a  right  and 
proper  manner.  The  Bill  had  been 
spoken  of  as  a  generous  Bill,  and  there 
was  no  doubt  that,  to  some  extent,  it 
was  so ;  but  it  must  be  remembered 
that  Ireland  required  generous  treat- 
ment at  the  hands  of  England,  and  that 
this  Bill  waa  only  an  attempt  to  do 
some  little  good  for  the  evil  which  had 
been  done  in  the  past.  It  was  one  of 
the  efforts  England  was  trying  to  make 
at  the  present  time  in  order  to  ando 
some  of  the  harm  which,  by  bad  go- 
vernment and  bad  legislation,  she  had 
inflicted  in  the  past  on  that  country.  It 
must  be  remenibered  that,  in  order  to 
be  a  success,  the  advantages  of  the  Bill, 
and  the  method  by  which  it  was  intend 
to  benefit  the  tenant,  must  be  brought 
home  to  the  tenant — that  wa«  to  say,  to 
those  whose  labour  had  in  tbe  past 
been  the  means  of  oreating  the  value  of 
the  land  which  now  existed.  It  was 
not  the  landlord  who  had  done  that; 
hut  it  had  been  by  the  hard  work  of 
the  tenant  that  the  value  of  the  land 
had  increased  in  the  past  and  would  in- 
crease in  the  future.  He  would  not  dwell 
upon  the  circumstance  that  the  cultiva- 
tionofthelandinEnglandwasquite  diffe- 
rent from  that  adopted  in  Ireland.  In  Ire- 
land the  improvement  of  the  land  was  en- 
tirely effected  by  the  tenant,  and  that  fact 
alone  rendered  any  oumparisoa  between 
the  two  countries  perfectly  impossible. 
It  was  altogether  impossible  for  the 
English  tenants  to  put  forward  claims 
of  the  same  character  as  those  which  the 
tenants  in  Ireland  could  put  forward. 
He  thought  he  was  fairly  entitled  to 
ask,  at  that  stage,  for  some  information 
as  to  the  way  in  which  the  aum  of 
£5,000,000,  to  be  advanced  under  the 
present  Bill,  was  to  be  expended.  Was 
it  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  matter  of  poli- 
tical economy  7    He  admitted  that  the 
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Bill  siniKHl,  to  some  extent,  against  the 
doctrines  of  political  economy ;  but  he 
undorstood  that  it  was  intended  to  be 
nn  advantBge,  not  so  much  from  the 
point  of  view  of  political  economy,  as 
from  a  national  point  of  view.  It  was 
thought  by  meane  of  this  kind  that 
something  could  be  done  to  settle  some 
of  the  questions  that  were  troubling 
Ireland,  and  it  was  with  a  view  of  en- 
abling a  step  to  be  made  in  the  direotion 
of  securing  peace,  order,  and  prosperity 
in  that  country  that  the  Bill  had  been 
introduced  by  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, and  acceded  to  by  hon.  Members 
on  both  sides  of  the  Committee.  But 
there  was  no  doubt  that  the  advances 
which  might  bo  given  would  be  very 
different  in  diSeront  localities ;  for  in- 
stance, the  security  for  the  advance  would 
be  very  much  greater  in  the  North  of 
Ireland  timn  it  would  be  in  the  South. 
He  thought,  therefore,  that  he  might 
fairly  ask  if  the  Oovernmunt  wore  going 
to  make  the  priority  of  advance  depend 
to  any  extent  upon  the  security  offered ; 
or  were  they  going  to  make  the  advances 
all  over  the  country  in  the  order  iu 
which  the  applications  were  made,  look- 
ing upon  them  as  a  matter  of  State 
policy,  without  regard  to  the  fact  whe- 
ther the  security  upon  which  the  ad- 
vances were  made  was  great  or  small, 
the  main  point  being  to  settle,  as  far  as 
the  Bill  could,  the  greater  security  which 
would  thus  be  provided  for  the  future 
government  of  Ireland  ?  Then,  also,  he 
should  like  to  hear  something  from  those 
who  represented  the  Government  on  the 
subject  of  what  were  called  the  glebe 
tenants— those  who  had  purchased  under 
the  Irish  Church  Act.  It  was  well  known 
by  hon.  Members  that,  under  that  Act, 
very  considerable  inducements  had  been 
held  out  to  the  tenants  to  purchase  tlie 
land  that  they  wei'e  in  possession  of, 
and  a  large  number  of  them  had  taken 
advantage  of  those  inducements.  But 
the  terms  of  purchase  were  by  no  means 
so  advantageous  as  those  which  were 
proposed  iu  the  present  measure.  He 
(Mr.  Sinclair)  did  not  think  it  bad  ever 
been  suggested  from  any  quarter  that 
any  reduction  should  bo  made  as  to  the 
prinripal  sum  paid  for  the  farms 
gj  u  oily  purchased  under  the  Irish  Church 
Act.  The  sale  had  been  effected  long 
ago,  and  the  purchase,  at  the  time  it  wai 
made,  was  considered  to  be  a  bargain 
nud  it  was  then  thought  that  no  chaiig< 
Mr.  Sinelnir 
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was  likely  to  be  made  in  the  terms  under 
which  land  in  Ireland  might  liereafter 
bo  obtained.  He  ventured  to  think  that 
those  who  had  purchased  at  that  time, 
and  whose  terms  of  repayment  were 
far  as  the  interest  was  con- 
cerned, would  have  a  fair  claim  to  con- 
sideration under  an  Act  such  as  this.  It 
might  be  perfectly  true  that  it  was  not 
an  absolute  case  of  justice  requiring 
that  chaugo  to  be  brought  about ;  but 
it  was  one  of  those  cases  where  it  might 
truly  be  said  that  coneiderations  of 
leniency  ought  to  weigh  with  the  Go- 
vernment in  determining  their  course  of 
action.  Some  remarks  had  been  made 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Christchurch  in  which  reference  was 
made  to  the  Schedule  connected  with  the 
Land  Act.  The  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber had  pointed  out  that  the  essence  of 
this  Bill  was  the  payment  of  an  annuit; 
at  the  rate  of  £4  per  annum  upon  a 
capital  sum  of  £100,  comprising  both 
interest  and  principal,  for  a  period  of 
49  years.  He  (Mr.  Siaclair)  thought 
that  a  considerahie  amount  of  miscon- 
ception was  likely  to  remain,  so  long  as 
that  Schedule  was  allowed  to  remain  in 
its  present  shape,  the  principal  and  in- 
terest being  included  in  one  sum.  Per- 
haps, for  convenience,  it  was  desirable 
that  the  payment  should  bo  so  arranged ; 
but  he  thought  that  the  Schedule  should 
be  amended  to  this  extent — that  the  id- 
tereat  and  principal  of  each  year  should 
be  separately  and  distinctly  stated. 
As  long  as  it  was  represented  in  one 
sum  only,  it  would  be  looked  upoa 
as  rent;  but  if  it  were  divided,  as 
he  thought  it  ought  to  be  divided, 
the  tenant  would  better  understand 
what  it  was  he  was  paying,  and  any 
misconception  would  oe  avoided.  In 
conclusion,  he  would  thank  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  courtesy  with  which  they 
had  listened  to  him  on  the  hrst  occa- 
sion upon  wliich  he  had  felt  it  necessary 
to  address  them. 

The  first  COMMISSIONER  ov 
WORKS  (Mr.  Pldskkt)  said,  he  did 
not  propose  to  follow  the  arguments  of 
hon.  Members  who  had  spoken  in  the 
debate.  He  could  understand  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  Antrim  (Mr.  Sinclair), 
who  spoke  for  the  first  time,  should  be 
desirous  to  express  his  sentiments.  But 
he  must  moke  on  appeal  to  hon.  Members 
generally.  He  could  not  but  think  that 
alumst  uU  those  who  had  an  immediate 
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interest  in  the  Bill  had  olread;  spoken 
on  the  second  reading ;  and  if  they 
wished  that  the  measure  should  pass  they 
ought  to  remember  that  time  was  press- 
ing, and  that  unless  thoy  got  into  Com- 
mittee at  once  and  made  progress  with 
the  Bill  its  passage  might  be  endan- 
gered. He  waa  quite  sure  that,  instead 
of  making  speeches  at  this  stage,  hon. 
Members  could  not  do  better  tbau  re- 
serve any  obserrations  they  might  wish 
to  make  for  the  clauses  of  the  Bill  in 
Committee,  and  to  mako  those  obser- 
vations as  short  as  possible. 

Sir  GEOBQE  CAMPBELL  said,  that 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
spoke  of  those  who  had  an  immediate 
interest  in  the  Bill.  He  did  not  admit 
that  that  immediate  interest  was  con- 
fined to  Irish  Members.  It  was  not  an 
Irish  Bill  at  all.  The  British  taxpayer 
had  an  immediate  interest  in  the  Bill  aa 
well.  He  hud  listened  with  great  plea- 
sure to  the  warning  which  had  been 
given  by  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
the  Member  forChnstchurcb  (Mr.  Horace 
Davey).  He  thought,  however,  that  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  had  made  one 
mistake  when  he  said  that  the  Bill  was 
supported  by  statesmen  on  both  sides  of 
the  House.  It  should  be  remembered 
that  a  statesman  of  the  very  greatest 
experience  in  the  other  House  (Earl 
Spencer)  had  given  a  most  seiiouB  and 
solemn  warning  as  to  the  danger  of  the 
Bill;  and  another  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  was  a  great  authority  upon  the 
subject — the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Beading  (Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre)— had  done 
the  same  thing  in  that  House.  It  could 
not  be  said,  therefore,  with  justice  that 
statesmen  on  both  sides  of  the  House 
were  in  favour  of  the  Bill,  aud  he  hoped 
the  House  would  take  warning  before 
going  further.  One  thing  was  admitted 
— namely,  that  it  was  a  Bill  for  the 
relief  of  landlords.  ["Xo!"]  At  any 
rate,  it  was  a  Bill  to  open  the  land  mar- 
ket as  it  was  called  The  tenants  of 
Ireland,  by  the  Liberal  Administration 
of  the  paot,  had  got  almost  all  thej 
could  desire;  and  this  was  a  Bill  to 
enable  the  landlords  of  Ireland  to  sell 
their  estates  for  sums  which  they  could 
not  otherwise  expect  to  obtain.  It  was  a 
Bill  for  the  State  purchase  of  the  land 
of  Ireland,  aud  for  rendering  the  land 
of  that  country  saleable  under  more 
favourable  terms.  He  hoped  hon.  Mem- 
bers would  not  be  blind  to  tho  matter, 
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and  that  thoy  would  not  ignore  the  fact 
that  it  waa  a  Bill  to  enable  the  State  to 
purchase  the  land  of  Ireland  from  the 
landlords.  It  was  merely  the  thin  end 
of  the  wedge.  If  they  passed  a  Bill  for 
£5,000,000  now  they  would  have  a  de- 
mand by -and -by  for  £20,000,000, 
£50,000,000,  £100,000,000,  aye,  and  for 
£200,000,000.  Although  by  reading 
this  Bill  a  second  time  they  were  only 
pledging  themselves  to  an  advance  of 
£5,000,000,  these  consequences  would 
follow.  ForBOually,  he  would  not  oppose 
the  Bill  if  he  was  assured  that  this  was 
to  be  merely  an  eiperiment,  and  that 
the  credit  of  Parliament  was  to  bo 
pledged  for  £5,000,000  and  no  more. 
He  waa  only  afraid  that  in  Committee 
pressure  would  be  put  upon  the  Govern- 
ment from  BO  many  sides  that  they 
would  be  induced  to  give  way.  There 
had  been  eilreme  anxiety  on  the  part 
of  the  Irish  Members  to  know  who  the 
Land  Commissioners  under  the  Bill  were 
to  be.  No  doubt  a  great  deal  depended 
upou  that.  If  they  had  liberal  Land 
Commissionera  who  would  not  take  a 
petty  peddling  view,  but  a  liberal  view 
of  matters,  and  would  not  be  too  etrict 
about  the  security,  things  would  go  on 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Irish  Bepresen- 
tatives.  He  admitted  that  the  eeeurity 
in  the  North  of  Ireland  was  fair  in  a 
financial  point  of  view ;  but  from  a 
political  point  of  view  it  was  a  very 
shaky  security  indeed.  But,  be  that  as 
it  might,  he  desired  to  point  out  that 
such  high  authorities  as  Earl  Spencer 
and  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Reading 
(Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre)  had  distinctly 
warned  the  House  as  to  the  probable 
operation  of  the  Bill.  As  he  had  stated, 
he  had  no  objection  to  expend£5, 000,000 
of  the  money  of  the  British  taspajera 
in  an  experiment.  He  knew  that 
the  Imperial  Parliament  often  voted 
£5,006,000,  if  not  more,  with  a  light 
heart  ifor  wars;  and  if  in  this  case 
it  ended  in  conferring  advantages 
upon  Ireland  he  should  not  complain. 
Ho  had  had  a  Notice  down  upon  the 
Paper  upon  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  but  had  refrained  from  moving  it. 
Ha  bad,  however,  been  anxious  to  say 
these  few  words ;  and  if  the  Government 
stood  to  their  colours,  and  thought  the 
security  for  the  £5,000,000  was  a  fair 
and  reasonable  one,  he  had  no  desire  to 
oppose  the  Bill.  What  he  was  anxious 
for  was  that  the  matter  ehould  be  treated 
a  G 
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not  entirely  ae  an  Irish  question  only ; 
and  lie  wished  to  add  his  voice  to  the 
■warning  which  had  been  given  by  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member  for 
Christehuroh  (Mr.  Horace  Davey).  There 
were  Irish  Eepresentatives  in  all  parts 
of  theHouse  ;  and  with  no  half-past  12 
o'clock  Rule  in  force,  with  Irishmen  on 
that  side  of  the  House,  Irishmen  on  the 
other,  and  Irishmen  below  the  Gang- 
way, he  was  afraid  that  such  pressure 
might  be  put  upon  the  Oovernment  that 
they  might  find  it  prndent  to  yield, 
and  in  that  way  all  sorts  of  objeo- 
tiooable  provisions  might  be  put  into 
the  Bill,  the  evil  eiFect  of  which  it  might 
not  be  easy  to  obviate  at  the  fag-end  of 
the  Session.  He  therefore  thought  the 
House  ought  to  know  that,  in  going 
into  Committee  upon  the  Bill,  the  lia- 
bility of  the  taxpayers  would  he  limited 
to  the  £6,000,000  now  proposed  to  be 
advanced,  and  that  the  British  taxpayer 
would  not  be  pledged  beyond  the  four 
comers  of  the  Bill. 

Mb.  BBYOE  said,  he  was  afraid 
there  was  no  use  in  opposing  the  Bill 
at  that  stage,  especially  when  it  had  not 
only  the  support  of  the  Oovernment,  but 
that  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  Opposition  and 
of  the  Leaders  of  the  Irish  Party ;  but 
it  w&  a  pity  that  a  Bill  of  this  great 
importance,  which  raised  such  large 
questions,  should  come  on  for  discussion 
in  so  thin  a  House  at  ,'the  end  of  the 
Session.  The  hon.  Member  for  Antrim 
{Mt.  SinclMr)  alleged  the  Bill  to  be 
contrary  to  the  principles  of  economy. 
He  (Mr.  Bryce)  did  not  oppose  it  be- 
cause it  was  opposed  to  sound  principles 
of  political  economy,  or  on  the  ground 
pointed  out  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Ejrkcaldy  (Sir  George  Campbell)  that 
it  was  an  imposition  upon  the  British 
taxpayer,  but  because  he  believed  that 
it  Involved  great  political  dangers  be- 
cause it  woiud  make  Great  Britain  the 
mortgagee  of  the  land  of  Ireland.  No- 
thing could  be  more  calculated  to  ag- 
fravate  the  difficulties  which  existed 
etween  the  two  countries.  Nobody 
was  more  anxious  than  he  was  to  see  a 

Easant  proprietary  established  in  Ire- 
id,  and  nobody  would  be  more  glad 
to  see  that  done  by  a  local  Irish  Parlia- 
ment. But  if  they  were  to  spend 
English  money  for  such  a  purpose  it 
would  be  better  to  part  with  the  money 
as  a  gift  rather  than  as  a  loan.  In  the 
past  the  great  evil  had  been  that  in 
Sir  Qeorgt  Cttmptell 
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Ireland  there  was  a  sense  of  exaspera- 
tion against  landlords,  and  particularly 
against  absentee  Isndlords;  and  the  Bill 
was  going  to  make  the  English  Govern- 
ment the  absentee  landlord  of  the  land 
of  Ireland.  Nothing  could  be  more  cal- 
culated to  raise  up  future  difficulties,  to 
increase  exasperation,  and  to  prevent 
the  bringingabout  of  pacificand  friendly 
relations  between  the  two  countries  than 
a  Bill  of  this  kind.  A  possible  mitiga- 
tion was  that  in  the  next  Session  of  Par- 
liament they  would  create  a  large  and 
liberal  system  of  local  government  for 
Ireland,  giving  large  powers,  and  that 
thoy  would  transfer  this  fund  from  tho 
Imperial  Exchequer  to  the  Irish  loc^ 
bodies.  That  would,  perhaps,  be  the 
best  remedy  for  the  danger  which  the 
House  was  now  incurring. 

Mk.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  said,  he  had 
no  intention  to  detain  the  House,  nor 
would  he  repeat  any  of  the  arguments 
which  he  had  used  a  few  nights  ago ; 
but  he  wished  to  take  that  opportunity 
of  noticing  the  charges  of  inconsis- 
tency  which  had  been  Drought  against 
him  by  the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works  (Mr.  Plunket)  in  answer  to 
his  speech,  which  he  ventured  to  think 
had  its  origin  in  the  controversies 
of  some  years  ago,  the  memories 
of  which  he  had  noped  had  passed 
away.  He  altogether  disclumed  the 
charge  of  inconsistency  brought  against 
him  hy  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman. Wherever  he  had  written  or 
spoken  upon  this  subject  he  had  always 
spoken  in  the  same  language  which  he 
used  the  other  night.  In  the  Com- 
mittee in  1678,  and  later  in  an  article 
in  The  Ninttttnth  Ctntury,  in  comment- 
ing upon  the  question,  he  had  used  the 
same  language.  Although  most  anxious 
to  assist  operations  for  the  creation  of 
a  peasant  proprietary,  he  had  pointed 
out  the  danger  of  offering  terms  which 
would  amount  to  a  bribe  to  tenants  to 
become  owners  on  terms  of  such  a 
nature  that  they  would  pay  lees  in  the 
shape  of  interest  and  instalments  of  the 
principal  than  they  would  otherwise  pay 
in  the  shape  of  rent-  He  had  always 
pointed  out  that  two  classes  of  tenants 
could  not  co-exist,  the  one  paying  rent  for 
ever,  and  the  other  paying  less  than  their 
previous  rent  for  a  limited  term  of  years. 
That  was  an  element  of  considerable 
danger,  greater  to  the  landlords  than 
to  any  other  class  in  the  country.    For 
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make  an  advance  to  n  tenant  nlio  was 
puFchBsing  his  holding,  of  the  whole 
principal  eutn  payable  by  the  tenant  in- 
stead of  the  three-fourths  mentioned  in 
Part  V.  of  the  Act  of  18S1.  As  to  the 
last  words,  "the  Land  GommiBeionera 
are  satisfied  with  the  security  in  other 
respects,"  he  considered  them  to  be 
mere  verbiage.  Of  course,  the  Land 
"  'esioners  would  not  make  an  ad' 
if  they  were  not  satisfied  with  the 
security.  They  would  be  idiots  if  they 
did,  and,  whatever  might  be  said  of  the 
two  gentlemen  whose  names  had  been 
mentioned  that  evcniiig'  by  the  right 
hon.  and  leai-ned  Gentleman  the  Attor- 
ney General  for  Ireland  in  other  respects, 
that  could  not  be  said  of  them.  A\''here 
theljandOammission  purchased  an  estate 
for  the  purpose  of  rc-selling  it  to  the 
tenants  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  land- 
lord would  pocket  the  whole  of  the  pur- 
chase money,  and  the  tenants  would  be 
asked  to  guarantee  the  repayment  of 
the  advances  themselves,  and  if  they 
were  asked  to  provide  the  guarantee 
they  would  have  to  borrow  the  money, 
because  there  was  very  little  capital 
possessed  by  tenants  in  Ireland  them- 
selves, and  they  would  have  to  pay  6  or 

7  or  10  per  cent  for  it,  while  they  would 
only  receive  from  the  Land  CommiesJoa 
3  per  cent.  The  tenant  would,  there- 
fore, loso  the  difference  between  3  and 

8  or  10  per  cent.  If  ho  got  somebody 
else  to  guarantee  the  money  the  same 
thing  would  happen,  because  the  tenant 
would  have  to  give  a  guarantee  to  the 
guarantor ;  and  therefore  ho  thought 
that  in  regard  to  the  purchase  of  estates 
by  the  Laud  Commission  the  provisions 
of  the  Bill  in  reference  to  the  advance 
of  the  whole  of  the  purchase  money 
would  simply  be  illusory,  and  really 
mean  only  the  advance  of  four-fifths  of 
the  purchase  money.  The  tenant  would 
have  to  provide  the  other  fifth ;  and, 
therefore,  the  difference  between  this 
and  the  Act  of  188!,  or  a  difference  of 
l-20th,  which  was  totally  inadequate, 
and  very  little  more  generous  than  the 
previous  measures  which  had  failed, 
would  he  useless,  unless  the  Government 
were  able  to  say  that  ivhen  the  Land 
Commission  bought  an  estate  from  a 
landlord  and  sold  it  to  the  tenaut  they 
would  not  require  the  same  guarantee 
as  in  other  cases.  He  wished  to  know 
how  the  scheme  was  going  to  work,  be. 
cauto  the  provisions  in  regard    to  thg 
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his  part,  he  fully  recognized  the  very 
grave  difficulties  in  which  the  land- 
lords were  placed  at  that  moment  by  the 
unsaleable  condition  of  the  land  they 
owned.  Yet  he  believed  that  in  their 
interests  it  would  be  wiser  for  them,  for 
the  present,  to  submit  to  these  hard- 
ships rather  than  enter  into  a  trans- 
action like  that  now  before  the  House, 
by  which  they  offered  such  great  in- 
ducements to  the  tenants  to  become 
owners,  and  such  conditions  as  would  be 
fraughtwitb  future  danger.  He  looked 
upon  theBiU,  however,  as  atentative  mea- 
sure, aud  as  one  limited  to  the  advance 
of  the  sum  of  £5,000,000.  Regarding  it 
in  that  light,  and  reserving  the  im- 
portant question  which  it  raised  for 
future  discussion,  he  should  not  op- 
pose it,  and  he  would  not  detain  the 
House  longer  on  this  question. 

Motion  agreed  It. 

Bill  eomidered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1  (Short  title), 

Alotion  made,  and  Question  propoeed> 
"  That  the  Clause  stand  part  of  the 
Bill," 

The  chief  SECKETAET  foe  IRE- 
LAND (Sir  WiLLiAU  Hast  Dteb)  said, 
he  would  suggest  to  the  Committee 
that  as  this  Bill  contained  so  much  legal 
matter  it  would  be  better  to  leave  it  in 
charge  of  his  right  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land. 

Motion  agretd  to. 
Advanett  bi/  the  Land  Contmiiiion. 

Clause  2  (Advances  to  tenants  under 
this  Act). 

CoLONKL  KINQ-HAEMAN  said,  that 
he  had  an  Amendment  to  propose  in 
this  clause  in  line  II;  but  be  would 
postpone  it  until  after  the  Amendment 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Sligo  [Mr.  Se 
ton)  had  been  disposed  of. 

Mn.  SEXTON  moved  the  omission 
the  first  part  of  Sub-section  (a),  which 
provided  that  with  respect  to  advances 
under  the  Act  the  Land  Commission 

"  If  the  rep&vment  of  the  advance  is  secured 
by  a  deposit  undar  this  Act  (herein-after  eb- 
ferred  to  ai  a  guarantee  depoait),  and  it  the 
Land  Comniissiun  aresniistied  witb  the  : 
ID  other  respiicts,'* 


Land  Purchan 


seourity  were  embarrasBing  F  In  the 
firat  place,  the  Stat©  had  the  security  of 
the  holdioR  itself.  Then  it  was  to  have 
the  security  of  the  guarantee  of  one- 
fifth  of  the  purchase  money  ;  and,  in  the 
third  place,  they  were  to  have  the  se- 
curity of  the  Irish  Church  Surplus. 
What  vas  it  that  the  Land  Commission 
was  to  make  an  advance  to  buy  ?  Was 
it  not  the  interest  of  the  landlord  in  the 
estate  ?  What  security  the  holding  gave 
him  would  he  given  to  the  State,  who 
would  have  the  consolidated  interests  of 
both  landlord  and  tenant?  In  TTbter, 
certainly,  the  interest  of  the  tenant 
was  much  more  valuable  than  that  of 
the  landlord ;  and  in  other  parts  of  Ire- 
land, also,  it  was  of  considerable  value. 
Everywhere  in  Ireland  it  was  worth 
something.  Everywhere  in  Ireland  it 
afforded  to  the  State,  in  respect  of  the 
money  advanced,  a  reaeonable  and  an 
ample  margin.  That  being  so,  he  failed 
to  see  why  the  State  should  require,  or 
even  desire,  anything  beyond  the  secu- 
rity afforded  by  the  holding.  Would 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Qentleman 
tell  the  Committee  why  the  security  com- 
bining two  interests — the  interest  of  the 
landlord  and  the  interest  of  the  tenant 
— should  not  be  a  sufficient  security  for 
the  purchase  money  advanced  for  the 
purchase  of  the  interest  of  the  landlord 
only  ?  He  wished  to  say,  emphatically, 
before  they  went  further  with  the  Bill, 
that  there  was  no  sound  basis  on  which 
the  purchase  could  be  effected  eicept  the 
basis  that  was  afforded  by  fixing  the 
purchase  money  at  a  fair  and  equitable 
rent,  having  regard  to  the  prices  of  pro- 
duce. The  Land  Commission  ooght  to 
bear  in  mind  what  had  been  the  recent 
course  and  prospects  of  agricultural 
prices  in  estimating  the  value  of  a  hold- 
ing. If  they  bore  those  facts  in  mind, 
and  made  the  purchase  money  and  the 
resulting  instalments  coincide  with  those 
conditions,  the  State  had  nothing  to 
fear ;  but  if  that  safe  rule  were  departed 
from  he  would  tell  the  Government  that 
no  collateral  security  would  be  of  the 
slightest  avail,  because,  if  the  purchase 
money  were  too  high,  the  payment  of 
the  instalments  would  become  intoler- 
able. There  would,  consequently,  be  a 
considerable  failure  of  payments,  and 
there  would  be  such  a  strain  upon  the 
guarantee  securities,  and  on  the  surplus 
of  the  Church  Fund,  that  no  security 
would  be  of  avail.   He  therefore  told  the 
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Govemmentf  rankly  at  the  outset  that  the 
only  real  security  uey  had  was  to  males 
the  purchase  money  a  fair  and  equitable 
rent.  He  objected  to  the  two  other 
securities — namely,  the  guarantee  de- 
posit and  the  value  of  the  holding,  be- 
cause the  direct  tendency  and  the  inevit- 
able result  would  be  to  make  the  put- 
chase  money  unfair.  Would  the  gua- 
rantee deposit  be  used  up  before  the 
holding  was  sold  or  not?  The  3rd 
clause  of  the  Bill  seemed  to  him  to  have 
been  drafted  by  some  prentice  hand. 
As  he  read  it,  the  guarantee  deposit 
would  not  be  used  until  the  Land  Cam- 
missionere  declared  by  order  that  the 
sum  overdue  by  the  tenant  was  an  irre- 
coverable debt.  Now,  he  presumed  that 
they  could  nut  declare  a  Sum  due  by 
anybody  to  be  an  irrecoverable  debt 
until  they  first  tried  to  recover  it,  and 
one  of  the  sub-sections  of  Clause  4  gave 
the  Land  Commissioners  the  power  of 
morlg^ees.  He  presumed  it  was  pre- 
tended that  they  should  proceed  to  sell 
the  whole  of  the  holding  as  soon  as 
they  made  up  their  mind  tl^t  the  money 
could  not  be  had.  What  was  the  mean- 
ing, then,  of  the  words  in  this  clause  as 
to  the  repayment  of  the  advances  being 
secured  by  a  guarantee  deposit,  and  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Land  Commission 
with  the  security  in  other  respects,  and 
what  was  the  meaning  of  the  words  in 
Clause  3  which  entitled  the  Land  Com- 
mission to  apply  the  guarantee  deposit 
in  discharge  or  reduction  of  an  irre- 
coverable debt  ?  Surely  the  State  would 
have  already  sold  up  the  tenant,  and  he 
would  have  no  longer  any  interest  in 
the  holdings  and,  therefore,  what  was 
the  use  of  declaring  that  the  interest 
in  the  holding  of  the  person  liable  to  pay 
the  purchase  money  should  be  charged 
in  favour  of  the  person  entitled  to  the 
guarantee  deposit?  How  could  they 
charge  the  tenant  with  anything  if  they 
sold  him  out  ?  He  would  no  longer 
have  any  place  in  the  transaction  ;  and, 
upon  the  other  hand,  he  wanted  to  know 
whether  it  was  meant  to  charge  the 
guarantee  deposit  upon  the  incoming 
purchaser?  If  it  were  so  they  would 
revive  the  landlord  institution  in  a  most 
offensive  and  intolerable  shape,  and  they 
would  introduce  a  state  of  things  which 
would  not  settle  the  Land  Question  or 
ease  the  government  of  Ireland,  but 
would  leave  the  question  in  a  worse 
position  than  that  which  it  now  occupied. 
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If  tbey  wished  to  sell  the  whole  holding: 
what  would  happen  ?  They  could  only 
use  the  guarantee  deposit  at  all  up  to 
the  time  that  one-fifth  of  the  advances 
were  paid.  Did  that  mean— for  it  was 
not  quite  clear — that  when  the  tenants' 
instalments  reached  one-&fth  of  the  pur- 
ohase  money  they  were  to  be  paid  one- 
fifth  of  the  capital,  because,  in  that  case, 
that  result  would  not  be  arrived  at  for 
about  13  or  14  yeara?  If  they  had  to 
do  without  the  guarantee  deposit  for  the 
last  three-fourths  of  the  49  years,  they 
night  as  well  do  without  it  in  the  first 
one-fourth  also.  The  guarantee  deposit 
ooutd  only  be  applied  during  the  short 
period  which  would  elapse  until  the  in- 
stalments paid,  includiug  capital  and 
intereet,  were  equal,  and  one-fourth  of 
the  purchase  money  would  not 
adequate  to  meet  the  irreaoverable  debt 
falling  within  the  period,  during  which 
the  money  oould  be  recovered.  The 
guarantee  deposit  could  only  be  a  scape- 
goat, and  they  would  have  to  sell  the 
land.  Therefore,  they  might  as  well 
do  that  at  first  as  at  last.  He  failed  to 
see  any  logic  in  having  two  seourilies, 
both  of  which  were  inadequate.  The 
guarantee  deposit  would  injure  the  land- 
lord, cripple  the  tenant,  and  prejudice 
the  State.  Why  did  it  injure  the  land- 
lord? In  nearly  every  case  land  was 
very  heavily  encumbered,  almost  up  to 
the  income  derived  from  it  so  far  as 
thoMO  persons  were  concerned  who  were 
likely  to  take  advantage  of  the  Bill. 
And  what  would  happen  1  These  men 
were  men  in  regard  to  whom  one-fifth 
of  the  guarantee  deposit  would  about 
represent  their  interest  in  the  land. 
The  class  of  encumbered  landlords  in 
Ireland  were  really  a  class  of  persons 
who  did  not  own  more  than  one-fifth 
of  their  own  lands.  The  other  four- 
fifths  belonged  to  those  who  held  the 
encumbrances,  and  they  might  as  well 
tell  the  landlord  that  he  might  come  in 
at  the  Day  of  Judgment.  He  would  only 
become  desperate  and  say  that  the  Bill 
was  of  no  use  at  all,  seeing  that  it  would 
put  no  money  into  his  hands,  and  that 
he  would  be  obliged  to  stay  as  he  was 
until  the  encumbrances  left  him  not  an 
inch  of  standing  ground.  So  far  as  he 
was  concerned  he  wonld  avail  himself  of 
thefiill,  and  strain  every  nerve  to  screwup 
the  purchase  money  to  the  highest  possi- 
ble pitch.  If,  for  instance,  the  purchase 
money  amounted  to  £1,000,  the  landlord 
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would  only  get  £800 ;  and  he  would  use 
every  effort,  by  inducement  and  com- 
pulsion—such as  appealing  against  the 
decision  of  the  sub-Ocurte,  or  by  putting 
a  price  upon  the  turf  or  bog,  as  would 
enable  him  to  run  up  the  purchase 
money  to  £1,200  or  £1,600,  so  that  the 
four-fifths  he  might  receive  would 
amount  to  £1,000.  The  effect  of  that 
upon  the  tenant  was  quite  clear.  The 
tenant  would  have  to  pay  an  annual  in- 
stalment much  too  heavy  for  his  means ; 
and  he  (Mr.  Sexton)  would  beg  the 
attention  of  the  Chancellorof  tfae  £zahe- 
quer  to  the  direct  effect  the  operation 
of  this  guarantee  deposit  would  have. 
The  effect  of  these  collateral  securities 
in  the  shape  of  a  guarantee  deposit  and 
aChurchSurpIusFund  would  encourage 
the  landlords  to  run  up  the  purchase 
money  to  the  highest  possible  pitch  ;  but 
if  they  had  to  fall  back  upon  the  eeourity 
of  the  holding  they  would  be  careful  as 
to  what  the  price  was.  The  Government 
might  depend  upon  it  that  the  adoption 
of  this  part  of  the  clause  would  only 
encourage  the  landlords  in  using  the 
many  means  they  possessed  of  putting 
pressure  upon  the  tenants.  The  clause 
as  it  stood  would  have  the  effect  of  run- 
ning up  the  purchase  money  too  high, 
and  generally  of  placing  it  at  a  figure 
which  the  tenants  would  be  unable  to 
pay.  He  would,  therefore,  move  the 
omission  of  these  words,  because  he  be- 
lieved that  the  admission  of  this  security 
as  part  of  the  scheme  would  embarrass 
the  landlord,  injure  the  tenant,  and  pre- 
judice the  State  itself. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
17,  after  the  word  "may,"  leave  out  to 
the  word  "make,"  in  line  20. — (Jfr. 
Sixton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
iroposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 


UauBO." 

The  ATTOBNEY  GENERAL  fok 
IBELAND  (Mr.  Houizs)  said,  there 
was  no  doubt  that  tf  the  Government 
acceded  to  the  Amendment  of  the  bon. 
Member,  and  to  the  consequential 
Amendments,  the  object  of  the  Bill 
wonld  probably  be  facilitated.  If  the 
vendor  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  in- 
tending purchaser  on  the  other,  were 
the  only  persons  to  be  considered  there 
might  be  no  objection  to  the  proposal  ; 
but  It  must  he  borne  in  mind  that  there 
was  B  third  interest  of  great  importancfl 
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in  the  matter,  and  that  tlie  ^tate  haA 
also  to  be  oonsiiared,  and  !io  thought  it 
Tould  be  wholly  impossible  for  any  re- 
BpoQBible  Minister  of  the  Growo  to  sub- 
mit to  Parliament  a  propoeitiou  that 
£5,000,000  should  be  advanced  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  tenants  to  purchase 
their  holdings  anless  Parliament  wss 
eatisGed  that  adequate  eeourity  was 
given  for  the  repayment  of  the  money. 
Although  from  ltj70  down  to  the  pie- 
aeat  time  various  propositions  had  been 
made  to  enable  tenants  to  purchase  their 
holdings,  in  every  instance  the  propo- 
sition had  carried  with  it  terms  which 
would  enable  something  like  adequate 
security  to  be  given.  The  Act  of  1670 
only  enabled  two- thirds  of  the  purchase 
money  to  be  advanced.  The  Act  of 
1881  increased  the  proportion  from  two- 
thirds  to  three -fourths,  and  in  the  BUI 
introduced  lost  year  by  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  the  Border  Burghs  (Mr. 
Trevelyan)  there  was  another  form  of 
security  proposed  to  be  given  to  the 
State — namely,  the  security  of  a  local 
guarantee.  It  would  be  impossible  to 
expect  that  the  present  Bill  would  be 
carried  through  Parliament  unless  there 
was  an  adequate  guarantee  for  the 
money  which  it  was  proposed  to  ad- 
vance. The  hon.  Member  had  suggested 
that  the  holding  itself  would  be  a  suffi- 
cient guarantee  provided  that  the  pur- 
chase money  was  on  a  reasonable  basis, 
inasmuch  as  it  would  consist  not  merely 
of  the  landlord's  interest  to  be  sold,  but 
likewise  of  the  interest  of  the  tenant 
previously  existing  in  the  holding, 
was  true  that  the  rules  governing  tenant 
right  in  Ireland  set  the  ordinary  law, 
and  even  the  doctrines  of  political  eco- 
nomy, at  defiance ;  but  experience  taught 
them  that  the  value  of  an  estate  was  not 
increased  by  the  double  interest — that 
was,  by  adding  the  price  of  the  tenant 
right  to  the  value  of  the  fee  simple. 
Therefore,  when  they  looked  at  the 
guarantee  which  a  holding  gave,  they 
must  regard  it  simply  as  the  value  of 
the  holding  in  the  possession  of  thi 
landlord  at  the  present  time.  That 
might  appear  to  be  a  startling  propo- 
sition ;  but  it  was  undoubtedly  a  true 
one — namely,  that  the  owner  of  Ian 
his  own  hands  would  receive  but  a  very 
small  sum  more  than  he  would  receive 
for  the  interest  that  he  could  sell 
undertheprovisionsof  the  Bill.  Would 
a  guarantee  regarded  simply  as  tht 
JTte  Attortify  Gfnftalfor  Irtland 


■alue  of  a  holding  in  the  possession  of 
the  landlord  at  the  present  time  be  a 
sufficient  security?  He  agreed  with  the 
hon.  Member  that  under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances it  vould  be ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  they  must  bear  in  mind  that 
if  every  core  was  taken  to  make  the 
price  a  fair  and  equitable  one  in  the 
year  in  which  the  contract  was  entered 
into,  the  state  of  agriculture  and  other 
things  might  change  in  the  course  of  a 
year  or  two,  and  Uien  it  might  be  im- 
possible to  realize  that  price.  In  such 
a  case  the  State  must  look  to  some  gua- 
rantee similar  to  that  which  was  im- 
posed by  this  Bill.  The  framers  of 
the  Bill  believed  that  the  variation  in 
value  would  never  be  greater  than  one- 
fifth,  and,  therefore,  that  figure  had 
been  named ;  but  beyond  that  point  he 
thought  it  would  be  impossible  for  them 
to  go.  The  hon.  Member  had  asked 
how  this  guarantee  was  to  be  worked 
out.  He  thought  he  could  satisfy  the 
Committee  that  it  could  be  worked  out 
a  fair  and  reasonable  way,  and  he 
asked  the  attention  of  the  Committoe 
white  he  offered  an  explanation.  Any 
person  might  give  the  guarantee ;  but 
in  almost  every  case  it  must  come  from 
the  vendor— namely,  the  landlord,  who 
must  be  prepared  to  allow  one-fifth  of 
the  purchase  money  to  remain  in  the 
hands  of  the  Land  Commissioners  until 
a  sum  equal  to  that  one-fifth  was  paid 
up  by  the  tenant. 

Mb.  SEXTON  asked  whether  he  did 
that  by  selliDg  his  estate? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  roa 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  said,  he  would 
come  to  that  point  presently.  Under 
ordinary  ciixsum stances,  the  person  from 
whom  the  guarantee  would  come  would 
be  the  landlord  himself;  and  he  must 
be  prepared,  before  he  and  the  tenant 
agreed  to  take  advantage  of  this  Bill,  to 
allow  that  fifth  to  remain  in  the  hands 
of  the  Land  Commissioners.  Butitmuat 
be  borne  in  mind  that  during  that  time 
the  money  would  not  be  lying  without 
its  return  to  the  landlord,  to  whom  in- 
terest on  it  at  the  rate  of  3  per  cent 
would  bo  payable-  Moreover,  the  one- 
tifth  deposited  in  the  hands  of  the  Laud 
Commissioners  was  a  security  on  which 
the  landlord  could  raise  money,  as  he 
could  in  the  case  of  any  other  security 
in  land ;  and,  no  doubt,  he  would  be 
able  to  negotiate  that  security  in  the 
open  market,  and  realize  iti  fair  value. 
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In  casD  of  default,  the  first  tbinj-  the 
Land  Oommissipn  iiEid  to  do  under  this 
Bill  was  to  realize,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  sum  dne  to  the  State  b;  the  sale  of 
the  holding.  The  amount  could  not  be 
declared  irracoTerable  until  efforta  had 
been  made  to  recover  it,  and  b;  the 
tenna  of  this  clause  the  CommisetoneTB 
were  bound  to  put  in  force  the  ordinary 
powers  of  mortj^afees  for  the  purpose 
of  realizing.  If  those  powers  were  put 
in  force,  and  the  result  was  to  realize 
the  entire  amount  due,  there  would  be 
no  necessitj  to  resort  to  the  deposit; 
but  if  the  amount  fall  short,  as  it  might 
do,  nader  certain  cironmstancee,  re- 
course would  be  had  to  the  deposits. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sex- 
ton) had  called  attention  to  the  3rd 
clause,  by  which,  under  certain  oircum- 
stances,  power  was  given  to  the  Land 
Commiasionera  to  retain  the  guarantee 
deposit  until  a  sum  equal  to  the  deposit 
had  been  repaid.  At  an;  time  during 
the  period  for  which  the  Land  Commie- 
sioners  were  authorized  to  retain  the 
guarantee  deposit  any  sum  due  in  re- 
spect of  an  advance  secured  by  a 
guarantee  deposit  might  be  declared  to 
be  an  irrecoverable  debt.  In  that  case 
the  Land  Gommiasion  might  apply 
the  guarantee  deposit  in  discharge  or 
reduction  of  snoh  an  irrecoverable  debt. 
The  meaning  of  that  was  that  when 
the  Land  Commission  sold  for  the  pur- 

!ose  of  realizing  the  amount  that  was 
u6  the  purchaser  would  naturally  de- 
mand a  free  discharge,  and  for  this  pur- 
pose it  would  be  necessary  to  declare  the 
deposit  forfeited.  That  appeared  to  him 
to  be  just  and  fair.  The  hon.  Member 
stated  that  it  would  have  a  tendency  to 
raise  the  price  above  what  would  be  fair 
and  just,  and  he  had  instanced  an  estate 
which,  in  an  ordinary  case,  would  be  sold 
for  £1,000,  being  Boldfor  £1,250.  There 
might  be  somethang  in  that  argument  if 
the  landlord  were  to  fix  the  price  at 
which  the  estate  was  to  be  sold.  But 
that  was  not  so.  The  price  must  bi 
negotiated,  in  the  first  place,  between 
the  landlord  and  tenant— the  vendor  and 
purchaser — and  then,  if  the  two  parti 
agreed,  there  was  a  third  party  which 
must  also  give  its  consent,  and  that 
was  the  Land  Commission.  There- 
fore, there  was  not  the  least  danger  of 
supposing  that  the  estate  would  fetch 
more  than  the  price  it  would  fetch  in 
the  open  market.    The  hon.  Member 
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had  asked  him  what  the  consequences 
would  be  if  the  Land  Commission 
purchased  an  entire  estate  from  the 
owner  for  the  purpose  of  re-selling 
to  the  tenants.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  the  Land  Commission  would  never 
be  justified  in  purohasing  an  entire 
estate  unless  they  were  perfectly  certain 
that  the  greater  nnmber  of  the  tenants 
were  ready  to  purchase  their  holdings. 
If  that  were  so  the  Land  Commission 
would  then  make  terms,  and  they  would 
undoubtedly  say — "If  you  sell  to  us, 
one  of  the  terms  of  the  contract  must  be 
that  you  will  allow  one-fifth  of  the  pur- 
chase money  to  remain  in  our  hands." 
Under  no  other  circumstances  would 
they  be  in  a  position  to  deal  with  the 
matter.  It  was  quite  dear  that  from 
first  to  last  the  tender  must  come  from 
the  landlord ;  and,  that  being  the  case, 
it  would  make  no  diO'erence  whether 
the  Land  Commission  purchased  the 
entire  estate  or  not,  and  then  endeavoured 
to  negotiate  with  the  tenants.  It  was 
wholly  impossible  for  the  Gtovemment 
to  abandon  their  contention  that  the 
amount  advanced  must  be  ultimately 
paid  in  full,  and  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  State  was  taking  this  ex- 
ceptional step  for  the  benefit  not  only 
of  the  landlord,  but  of  the  tenant. 

Mb.  WALKER  said,  it  was  very 
material  to  consider  under  what  circum- 
stances the  land  would  be  sold— whether  \ 
the  entire  estate  was  purchased  or  not. 
It  struck  him,  on  consideration,  that  the 
clause  would  only  operate  where  the 
entire  purchase  money  was  advanced  by 
the  State,  and  where  the  landlord  was 
willing  and  able  to  sell.  He  thought 
that  reasonably  followed.  The  entire 
purchase  money  could  only  be  advanced 
where  a  guarantee  existed.  He  could 
not  agree  with  what  had  fallen  from  his 
right  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  At- 
torney Ueneral  for  Ireland  with  regard 
to  the  deposit  by  the  landlord  in  cases 
where  the  Laud  Commission  bought  the 
estate.  There  was  no  provision  in  the 
Bill  for  that  purpose,  and  he  did  not 
see  how  they  could  leave  that  matter  to 
the  mercy  of  the  Commissioners.  It 
would  only  he  where  the  landlord  was 
a  solvent  seller  that  the  question  of  the 
deposit  of  one-fifth  could  arise ;  and, 
further,  it  could  only  arise  where  he  was 
willing.  Now,  bo  could  not  be  willing 
unless  he  was  able,  and  in  every  case 
where  property  was  encumbered  fuUy, 
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of  course,  hs  was  not  able,  hecause  it 
was  the  property  of  another  porsoQ, 
and,  therefore,  he  could  not  be  eaid  to 
be  willing.  Therefore,  it  waa  only  in 
the  case  of  a  solrent  estate  that  this 
ooutd  happen.  The  result  wae  that 
they  could  only  deal  with  oases  where 
the  landlord  was  both  willing  and  able 
to  do  it ;  and  the  only  caae  where  he 
would  do  it  was  when  the  market  was 
in  that  condition  that  he  would  sell, 
OTen  if  at  a  loss.  He  thought  the  clause 
oould  only  work  in  the  oose  of  a  landlord 
willing  to  sustain  a  loss,  and,  except 
that  case,  he  feared  that  it  would  have 
very  little  operation  indeed. 

CoLOKEL  EINO-HABMAN  said,  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Attorney  Qeneral  for  Ireland  had  spoken 
of  the  possibility  of  the  deposit  of  the 
landlord  being  a  security  on  which  be 
oould  raise  money.  But  he  ventured  to 
doubt  that  he  would  be  able  to  make 
use  of  that,  for  who  would  lend  money 
for  a  moment  on  a  security  which,  owing 
to  the  tenant  not  paying  up  his  instal- 
ments, might  be  snapped  up  by  the 
Commissiooers  at  any  moment  ? 

Kr.  HGALY  said,  that  in  his  judg- 
ment this  provision  was  utterly  illu- 
sory, and  instead  of  doing  good  either 
for  the  tenants,  the  State,  or  the  land- 
lord, it  would  do  them  a  distinct  mis- 
chief. Furthermore,  he  considered  that 
by  fixing  the  amount  of  loans  by  the 
limit  of  £■'1,000,000  the  Government 
would  thereby  restrict  the  sale  of  land 
to  the  taost  undeserving  class  of  persons. 
The  Government  wanted  to  do  some- 
thing to  settle  the  Irish  Land  Question, 
and  yet    by  this   provision    they  were 

fsing  to  con6ne  the  operation  of  the 
ill  to  rich  graziers,  large  farmers,  and 
people  who  did  not  deserve  it.  Those 
were  the  people  whom  the  Government 
wanted  to  content,  because,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  they  were  the  only  class  who 
could  get  the  one-fifth  ;  the  other  class 
were  practically  excluded  from  purcbas- 
ing  the  land.  The  Commissioners  would 
be  bound  to  have  regard  to  the  character 
of  the  purchasers ;  and  when  an  estate 
was  to  DO  sold,  out  of  the  numerous  ap- 
plicants to  purchase  the  Land  Commis- 
sioners wouid  be  obliged  to  sell  to  the 
most  eligible  persons — that  was  to  say, 
to  those  who  could  give  the  best  security. 
Therefore,  he  said  that  the  Government 
would  exclude  from  the  healing  opera- 
tion of  the  Bill  the  very  olaas  that  it  wu 
Mr.  Walhr 


desirable  to  include.  Ait  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  had  pointed 
out,  if  this  one-fifth  guarantee  were  in- 
sisted on  by  the  State,  they  would  com- 
pel the  tenant  to  raise  money  from  a 
bank  at  a  high  rate,  and  that  would 
compel  him  to  ofi'er  a  lower  price  than 
the  landlord  would  take.  The  clause, 
therefore,  offered  no  advantage  to  the 
landlord.  It  was  no  advantage  to  the 
State,  because  it  would  not  settle  the 
Irish  Land  Question,  and  it  was,  for  the 
reasons  shown,  of  no  advantage  to  the 
tenant.  The  clause,  therefore,  would  do 
ithem  all  a  distinct  misohief  by  preventing 
the  Bill  working  in  a  satisfactory  man- 
ner. For  those  reasons  he  hoped  the 
Amendment  would  be  pressed  on  the 
Committee. 

Me.  SHAW  LEFEVBE  said,  he 
could,  of  course,  understand  the  reason 
for  providing  in  the  Bill  for  this  guaran- 
tee ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  thought 
there  was  great  force  in  the  suggestions 
of  hon.  Members  below  the  Gangway, 
that  it  would  impede  the  operation  of 
the  Act,  because  the  landlord  would  en- 
deavour to  recoup  himself  for  whatever 
burden  was  in  this  way  imposed  upon 
him.  Therigbt  hon.  and  learned  Attor- 
ney General  for  Ireland  had  given  as  a 
reason  for  requiring  the  security  of  this 
deposit  that  the  value  of  the  fee  simple 
would  not  be  increased  from  the  point 
of  view  of  security  by  taking  into  aooount 
the  tenant's  interest  in  the  land.  He 
did  not  profess  to  put  himself  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  great  authority  of  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  on  this  sub- 
ject ;  but  he  had  always  been  under  the 
impression  that  land  in  hand  in  Ireland 
fetched  a  very  high  price,  because  it 
included  both  the  landlord's  interest  and 
the  tenant's  interest.  He  remembered 
that  a  good  deal  of  evidence  had  been 
given  before  the  Committee  which  con- 
sidered the  Land  Question  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  that  it  was  pointed  out  that 
land  unburdened  with  a  tenant  often 
fetched  as  much  as  40  years'  purchase  of 
the  assumed  value.  Then,  if  that  were 
the  case,  the  security  offered  by  annex- 
ing the  tenant  right  to  the  fee  of  the 
land  would  not  be  less  than  the  security 
of  two  separate  interests — namely,  the 
tenant's  interest  and  the  fee  of  the  land  ; 
and  in  that  view  he  thought  there  was  no 
necessity  for  this  guarantee  security  as 
between  the  State  and  the  tenant  pur- 
chaeer.    The  danger  was  not  as  reguded 
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the  country,  which  had  been  strained  far 
enough  already,  a  schema  ivhich  would 
be  a  departure  from  all  precedents  and 
theories  formerly  propounded — that  was 
to  say,  to  aak  the  taxpayerx  of  the  coun- 
try to  advance  the  whole  of  the  purchase 
money  without  having  any  guarantee 
whatever.  He  must  put  it  in  fairness  to 
the  right  hon,  Qentleman  opposite  to  aay 
why  he  did  not  suggest  the  propriety 
and  safety  last  year,  when  the  Bill  of 
the  late  Oovemment  was  before  the 
House,  of  advancing  all  tbe  money  with- 
out guarantee  or  secnrity  when  the 
adoption  of  such  a  course  would  have 
cleared  away  all  tbe  difficulty  so  far  as 
hon.  Members  from  Ireland  were  con- 
cerned. He  did  not  think  it  necessary 
forhimtopiessthatargumentfurther.  As 
to  calculating  the  exact  proportion  of  the 
value  of  the  tenant  right,  and  the  value 
of  the  landlord's  interest,  and  how  much 
each  should  hearts  the  whole  valueot  tbe 
land,  he  must  say  that  the  calculation 
was  one  which  it  would  be  almost  im- 
possible to  make.  Hon.  Gentlemnn  from 
the  North  of  Ireland  would  know  that 
nothing  varied  in  that  part  of  Ireland  so 
much  as  the  value  of  the  tenant  right  in 
respect  of  land.  Ho  submitted  that  it 
was  not  a  fair  way  of  viewing  this  pro- 
posal of  the  Oovemment  to  say  that  this 
requirement,  that  every  landlord  should 
leave  one-fifth  of  the  purchase  money  in 
the  hands  of  the  Htato,  was  put  into  the 
Bill  for  the  purpose  of  making  the 
market  high  and  Inducing  the  tenant  to 
offer  a  price  that  he  could  not  afford  to 
pay.  If  they  were  to  safeguard  the  inte- 
rests of  the  State  there  must  be  a  margin 
somewhere,  and  be  thought  that  the 
Government  had  bit  upon  a  plan  which 
afforded  that  margin,  which  would  en- 
able the  Land  Commissioners  with  safety 
to  the  State  to  give  neither  more  nor 
less  than  a  fair  price  to  the  landlord  ; 
and  be  was  sure  that  there  was  do 
Party  in  that  House  which  would  wish 
to  see  the  landlord  robbed  of  any  part 
of  the  fair  price  of  his  land.  He  be- 
lieved that  there  was  great  truth  and 
fores  in  what  had  been  stated  in  an 
Irish  newspaper — namely,  that  there 
was  not  the  least  fear  that  the  tenants  in 
Ireland  would  give  more  than  a  fair 
price  for  the  land.  Therefore,  before 
tbe  Committee  threw  out  this  part  of 
the  clause,  he  thought  they  ought  very 
carefully  to  consider  tbe  matter,  be- 
cause if  by  any  chance  division  it  was 
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individual  tenants,  hut  as  regarded  a ' 
movement  on  the  part  of  the  tenants 
generally.  For  his  part,  he  should  be 
disposed  to  recommend  that  the  gua- 
rantee security  should  be  abandoned;  but 
he  would  couple  the  suggestion  with  the 
recommendation  that  the  term  within 
which  the  instalments  were  to  be  made 
should  be  reduced.  He  did  not  know 
whether  that  would  meet  the  views  of 
hon.  Gentlemen  below  the  Gangway. 
He  did  not  propose  that  tbe  rate  of  in- 
terest should  be  increased,  but  only 
that  the  term  of  repayment  should  be 
shortened.  Looking  at  the  question 
broadly,  bethought  that  the  effect  of  the 
clause  would  be  to  increase  the  sum 
which  the  landlord  would  demand  from 
tbe  tenant-purchaser ;  and  although  it 
was  true  that  the  Land  Commissioners 
would  be  in  the  poeition  of  arbitrators 
between  landlord  and  tenant,  yet  if  the 
landlord  and  tenant  were  to  agree  to 
certain  terms,  he  did  not  see  bow  the 
Land  Commissioners  could  refuse  to 
allow  the  transaction  to  proceed  upon 
such  terms. 

The  FIHST  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  PLrNxsT)  said,  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Sligo  was  a  very  serious  one,  and  as 
auch  should  be  considered  very  carefully 
by  the  Committee  before  it  was  agreed 
to.  It  evidently  went  to  the  root  of  the 
whole  scheme  as  it  was  drawn.  He  bad 
listened  to  the  speech  of  his  right  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral for  Ireland,  which  appeared  to  him 
to  be  absolutely  conclusive  on  the  ques- 
tion. It  had  been  assumed  from  the 
first  that  it  was  not  possible  for  the  State, 
in  its  attempt  to  create  a  peasant  pro- 
prietary in  Ireland,  to  advance  the  pur- 
chase money  of  the  land  without  secu- 
rity of  some  kind  or  other.  He  was, 
therefore,  somewhat  surprised  to  hear 
tbe  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Reading  (Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre)  recom- 
mending that  the  Government  should 
give  up  all  the  security  proposed  in  tbe 
Bill  by  way  of  guarantee.  That  which 
really  wrecked  the  Bill  of  the  late  Gki- 
vemment  was  that  they  required  a 
guarantee  that  it  was  impossible  to  pro- 
vide. The  present  Government,  however, 
had  substituted  in  this  Bill  another  gua- 
rantee for  a  definite  purpose,  and  at  that 
period  of  the  Session  it  seemed  to  him 
to  be  a  perfectly  illusory  and  wild  idea 
to  recommend  to  tbe  public  opioiOD  of 
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left  out  it  would  effect  an  entire  chaoge 
ia  the  scheme  of  the  Bill,  and  plunge  tlis, 
whole  question  ftgaiD  in  extreme  difE- 
culty  before  the  country.  i 

Mk.  T.  a.  DICKSON  said,  he  be- ' 
lieved  that  if  the  words  proposed  by  the  , 
hon.  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton) 
were  agreed  to  the  bill  would  prove  \ 
illusory  and  unworkable.  He  did  not 
propose  that  the  Land  Commissionera 
should  advance  all  the  money,  or  even 
three-fourths  of  it  on  application,  but 
that  the  question  whether  they  should 
advance  three  -  fourths  or  one  -  half 
should  be  left  to  their  discretion.  He  , 
thought  it  should  be  left  to  them  to 
make  such  an  advance  as  they  thought 
would  be  covered  by  the  fee-simple  and 
the  tenant  right.  He  knew  a  case  in 
which  it  would  be  safer  to  advance  the 
whole  sum  than  the  half  of  it.  In  the 
county  of  Antrim  recently  there  were 
oases  in  which  the  relative  prioee  had 
been  as  follows : — Fee-simple  18  years, 
tenant  right  39  years;  fee-simple  21 
years,  tenant  right  45  years ;  and  fee- 
simple  29  years'  purchase,  tenant  right 
49  years'  purchase.  Was  there  anyone 
who  would  say  that  in  making  adrauces 
to  the  tenant,  when  the  value  of  the 
tenant  right  was  equal  to,  and  in  some 
cases  double  the  value  of,  tJie  fee-simple, 
that  there  was  any  risk  whatever  ?  He 
said — "  So  not  advance  the  whole,  or  even 
three-fourths  of  the  money,  but  trust  to 
the  Commissioners,  who  were  responsible 
to  the  Treasury."  If  the  Bill  was  to 
work  it  could  only  be  made  to  work  by 
giving  ample  discretion  to  the  Commis- 
sioners, who  would  be  under  the  control 
of  the  Treasury,  and  who  would  take 
care  that  not  more  than  the  proper 
sum  was  advanced.  This  Bill  was  by 
aU  regarded  as  an  experiment,  and  the 
amount  advanced  coiHd  not  exceed  the 
£5,000,000  namedin  the  clause.  When 
that  was  exhausted  Farliament  would 
be  applied  to  for  another  £5,000,000  or 
£10,000,000  ;  but  in  the  meantime  they 
would  have  had  experience  of  the  work- 
ing of  the  Act.  It  appeared  to  him  that 
they  were  continuing  in  thisBill  the  mis- 
takes made  in  former  Acts,  the  Furohase 
Clauses  of  which  had  turned  out  to  be 
failures.  When  they  had  this  splendid 
opportunity  of  testing  this  question,  and 
creating  peasant  proprietorship  in  Ire- 
land, he  asked  if  the  Qovernment  would 
not  make  a  bold  experiment  and  leave 
the  question  of  advancing  throe-fourths 
Jfr.  Pluttht 
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or  the  whole  of  the  purchase  money  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Oommissioners 
whom  they  had  appointed  ? 

The  CHANOELLOR  of  theEXCHE- 
QUER :  Sir,  after  the  speech  of  my 
right  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland,  which  in  our 
opinion  thoroughly  met  the  case  put  for- 
ward by  the  bon.  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr. 
Sexton),  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to 
detain  the  Committee  but  a  very  short 
time.  I  am  bound  to  say  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  look  upon  this  gua- 
rantee deposit  as  a  matter  of  supreme 
importance  to  the  Bill,  and  that  we 
have  proposed  it  in  place  of  the  gua- 
rantee proposed  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment. We  do  not  think  in  justice  to  the 
British  taxpayers— and  in  that  name  I 
would  include  the  taxpayers  of  Ireland 
as  wellasof  the  other  parts  of  the  United 
Kingdom — that  we  ought  to  advance 
the  whole  value  of  the  holding  without 
some  guarantee.  That  guarantee  we 
have  endeavoured  to  take  in  a  form 
which  appears  to  us  to  offer  the  least 
possible  hindrance  to  the  carrying  out 
of  this  plan.  We  have  proposed  that 
fur  no  long  term  of  years  a  sum  equal  to 
one-fifth  of  the  purchase  money  of  the 
holdiug  should  remain  in  the  hands  of 
the  Commissioners  on  condition  that  the 
depositor  shall  receive  3  per  cent  interest, 
as  much  as  he  would  get  in  the  Funds, 
and  with  as  great  security  ;  and  at  the 
end  of  the  term,  if  the  instalments  are 
paid  up,  he  will  be  entitled  to  the 
amount  deposited.  It  is  all  very  well 
to  talk  about  the  double  security  which 
the  Government  would  have  in  the  fee- 
simple  and  tenant  right.  That,  no  doubt, 
would  be  the  case  with  such  holdings  as 
the  hon.  Member  for  Tyrone  (Mr.  T.  A. 
Dickson)  hasspoken  of;  but,  osmyright 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  has  shown  by 
the  last  Report  of  the  Land  Commis- 
sion, it  is  perftictly  clear  that  there  are 
holdings  in  Ireland  to  which  the  Act 
would,  undoubtedly,  apply  in  which 
there  would  be  no  such  double  security 
— because  the  value  has  so  deteriorated 
that  there  would  he  no  tenant  right, 
for  even  the  fee-simpla  has  been  de- 
teriorated by  the  neglect  of  the  tenant. 
We  have  been  told  that  the  Land  Com- 
missioners would  guard  the  interest  of 
the  Treasury  in  this  matter,  and  conse- 
quently the  taxpayers  of  the  country. 
Bnt,  Sir,  we  cannot  consent  to  leave 
it  to  them.     We  think    there   ong'ht 
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to  be  in  tltis  case,  as  Parliament  has 
always  before  required  a  margia  of 
BMurity  beyond  the  Talue  of  the  hold- 
ings at  the  time  of  purchase,  not  only 
to  make  up  for  the  deterioration  I 
have  alluded  to,  but  also  for  the 
bad  BaaBone  which  may  occur.  I 
have  heard  from  many  hon.  Gentlemen 
connected  with  Ireland  that  this  is  a 
Tery  liberal  proposal.  I  think  that  an 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  apoke  of  it  as 
a  great  bribe  ;  but  I  can  tell  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  !Read- 
ing  (Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre)  that  It  is  more 
liberal  than  anything  which  he,  as  a 
Kember  of  the  late  Government,  erer 
ventured  to  propose,  and  yet  he  now 
comes  down  and  asks  ue  to  omit  the 
chief  security  of  the  Bill.  I  venture  to 
Bay  that  we  must  adhere  to  this  proposal 
of  a  guarantee  deposit ;  and  if  hon. 
Members  want  the  Bill  to  pass  this  Ses- 
sion, and  be,  as  I  hope  it  may  be,  an 
experiment  of  great  value  and  import- 
ance to  Ireland,  I  must  ask  them  to 
leave  this  provision  in  the  Bill.  We 
think  it  of  the  greatest  importance,  and 
at  the  same  time  a  reasonable  proposal, 
as  between  the  taxpayers  of  the  United 
kingdom  and  those  whom  the  Bill  is  in- 
tended to  benefit. 

Mr.  VILLIER8  STUAET  said,  he 
hoped  the  hon.  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr. 
Sexton)  would  not  persist  with  his 
Amendment.  Of  course,  as  a  landlord, 
he  would  rather  receive  the  whole 
amount  of  the  purchase  money  than 
four-fifths  of  it.  still  he  could  not  shut 
hia  eyes  to  the  fact  that  if  the  Amend- 
ment were  carried  the  Bill  would  be 
shipwrecked  to  the  detriment  of  peasant 
proprietorabip  in  Ireland. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  said,  he 
was  glad  to  perceive  that  Her  Majesty's 
Oovemment  intended  to  stand  to  their 
guns  in  this  matter.  He  agreed  with 
the  hon .  Gentleman  who  had  j  ust 
spoken  that  if  the  Amendment  were  ac- 
cepted the  whole  structure  of  the  Bill 
would  go.  He  said  that  they  ought  to 
take  such  security  as  a  prudent  banker 
would  require. 

Colonel  KINQ-HAEMAN  could  not 
see  the  great  liberality  of  the  Bill.  The 
Bill  of  the  lato  Oovemment  proposed  to 
advance  three-fourthsof  the  money — that 
was  l5-20tb3.  This  Bill  proposed  to 
advance  16-20th8,  l-2Uthmore,  and  for 
that  20th  a  guarantee  was  to  be  taken 
from  the  Church  Fund,  which  amounted 


to  £750,000~a  guarantee  of  £750,000 
for  £250,000. 

Mr.  gray  thoaght  that  after  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  it  would 
be  prudent  for  the  hon.  Member  for 
Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  not  to  press  his 
Amendment  to  a  division..  After  all,  it 
was  the  Government  who  were  respon- 
sible for  thit)  BiU;  and  if,  in  spite  of 
warnings  and  forebodings,  the  Bill  was 
found  not  to  work  satisfactorily  on  ac- 
count of  the  Government  insisting  upon 
this  guarantee,  the  blame  could  not  fall 
upon  the  hon.  Member  for  SHgo.  In 
fact,  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
himself,  and  the  First  Oommissioner  of 
Works  (Mr.Runket),  had  acknowledged 
that  the  effect  of  the  clause  would  be 
really  what  they  (the  Irish  Members) 
said.  He  (Mr.  Plunket)  put  it  that  the 
effect  would  be  to  secure  to  the  land- 
lords what  he  called  a  fair  price,  which 
they  would  not  otherwise  get.  The  Irish 
Members,  however,  thought  the  effect 
of  it  would  be  to  compel  the  tenant  to 
pay  an  excessive  price  without  giving 
the  landlord  any  corresponding  advan- 
tage. The  conclusion  was  the  same — 
namely,  to  enhance  the  price.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleroaa  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  said  the  landlord  would  re- 
main out  of  his  money  for  a  abort  time ; 
the  Chief  Secretary  said  10  years.  There 
was  no  doubt  about  that.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  it  would  be  15  years  or  16  years 
that  he  would  have  to  remain  out  of  his 
money,  because  it  would  take  that 
period  to  repay  that  part  of  the  advance. 
The  fifth  would  be  paid  in  a  shorter 
term.  It  was  acknowledged  that  this 
Bill  was  a  Bill  to  relieve  the  deadlock 
caused  by  the  impoverished  landlords 
who  were  attempting  to  sell  their  es- 
tates in  the  Landed  Estates  Court.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  said  the  landlord  had 
security  for  one-fifth  ;  but  it  was  not  se- 
curity which  au  impoverished  landlord 
wanted — it  was  the  use  of  the  money. 
It  was  not  in  the  form  of  a  comfortable 
security  he  wanted  it,  even  though  the 
Government  would  pay  .1  per  cent  on  it 
— he  did  not  want  the  one-fifth  locked 
up  in  this  way.  He  wished  to  settle  his 
debts  and  utilize  what  there  might  bo 
over  to  the  best  possible  advantage, 
perhaps  in  some  business.  If  the  Go- 
vernment were  to  issue  for  that  fifth  a 
bond  with  coupons  attached  to  it,  wbioh 
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the  landlord  could  take  inio  market  and 
Bell,  then  he  could  understand  its  being  a 
really  available  security  ;  but  jf  it  irere 
to  be  merely  a  contract  to  pay  3  per  cent 
per  annum,  it  wae  quite  useless  to  the  im- 
poverished landlord,  and  he  vould  be 
iDcliaed  to  seek  a  larger  payment  in 
cash.  The  result  would  be  not  to 
increase  the  security  of  the  Oovem- 
ment,  but  to  diminiab  it,  because  it 
would  place  an  exce wive  payment  upon 
the  tenant  and  tend  to  embarrass  him. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  seemed  to 
think  that  the  OoTernmeut  were  ex- 
ceedingly liberal  in  this  Bill;  but  if 
hon.  Members  oame  to  examine  the 
matter,  far  from  being  convinced  by 
what  the  last  speaker  had  sud  as  to 
what  a  banker  would  ask  for  an  ad- 
vance, they  would  find  that  the  Govern- 
ment really  were  asking  something  very 
near  what  a  usurer  would  ask  as  a 
margin  upon  an  advance.  Tbey  pro- 
posed an  advance  under  this  Bill  reallv 
not  of  £5,000,000.  but  of  £4,000,000. 
Thus  one  of  the  £S,000,OOQ  they  said 
they  were  going  to  advance  they  w«re 
going  to  retain.  Ab  a  security  for  the 
rest  they  sought  one-fifth  of  the  pur- 
ohase  money,  which  would  amount  to 
£1.000,000,  and  the  Church  Surplus— 
three-fourths  of  £1,000,000—80  that  for 
an  advance  of  £4,000,000  they  sought  a 
security  of  £1,750,000,  or  nearly  5U  per 
cent.  Hon.  Members  would  bear  him 
out  in  saying  that  any  banker  or  In- 
surance Company  would  be  content  with 
a  very  much  lesa  margin  than  that.  So 
far  from  being  remarkable  for  their 
liberality  in  this  matter,  the  Govern- 
ment were  asking  more  than  an  ordi- 
nary banker  would  ask.  If  the  hon. 
Member  for  Sligo  would  withdraw  the 
Amendment,  perhaps  the  Government 
would  be  content  with  this  security,  and 
would  not  press  for  more.  They  would 
have  abundance  of  security.  Tho  Trea- 
sury need  not  give  the  money  if  they 
were  not  satisfied,  and  the  Land  Com- 
mission need  not  give  it  if  they  were  not 
satisfied.  He  (Mr.  Gray)  would  urge 
on  his  hon.  Friend,  after  the  aunounoe- 
ment  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  not  to 
press  this  particular  Motion  to  a  divi- 
sion. 

Mk.  SINCLAIR  said,  he  wished  to 

Bay  a  word  or  two  on  what  he  believed 

would  be  the  practical  working  out  of 

this  clause.  It  had  been  pointed  out  very 

Jfr.  Gray 
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1  clearly  by  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land that  prior  to  coming  before  the  Land 
Commissioners  there  must  be  an  agree- 
ment, in  the  first  instance,  as  to  the 
question  of  this  security,  because  it  must 
be  provided  by  someone — either  by  the 
landlord  or  by  the  tenant.  If  the  land- 
lord was  to  provide  the  security,  he 
would  naturally  want  a  larger  price  than 
the  tenant  would  otherwine  be  willing 
to  pay ;  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  tenant 
provided  it,  be  would  look  for  compen- 
nation  in  purchasing  at  a  lower  price ; 
therefore  its  provision  would  be  a  matter 
of  arrangement  between  the  landlord 
and  the  tenant — between  the  buyer  and 
the  seller.  He  hoped  the  Amendment 
would  be  withdrawn  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
bar.  He  did  not  think  the  Government 
could  go  before  the  country  and  put 
this  Bill  before  the  taxpayers  not  only 
of  Ireland,  but  also  of  England  and 
Scotland,  unless  they  retained  the  secu- 
rity of  the  fifth. 

Me.  SEXTON  said,  he  wished  to 
make  one  or  two  observations  on  this 
matter.  Ee  could  not  accept  the  argu- 
ments of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  although 
convenience,  perhaps,  drove  him  to  a 
conclusion  contrary  to  that  which  his 
judgment  approved  of.  With  regard 
to  tbe  tenant's  interest,  according  to  a 
Paper  read  before  the  Statistic^  So- 
ciety, it  was  shown  that  even  in  Clare 
and  Mayo  the  tenant  right  was  as  great 
— and  in  some  eases  greater — than  tbe 
landlord  interest ;  and  that  showed  that 
in  regard  to  any  advance  limited  to  the 
landlord's  interest  a  margin  of  secu- 
rity was  left  which  was  not  only  reason- 
able, but  ample.  As  to  the  British  tax- 
payer, all  he  oould  say  was  that  if  the 
Government  had  taken  the  advice  of  the 
Irish  Members  tbot  individual  would 
have  been  much  more  safe,  for  the  Land 
Purchase  CommissionerB  would  have 
been  compelled  to  take  care  that  the 
purchase  money  was  fair,  and  not  ex- 
cessive. He  (Mr.  Sexton)  must  say  that 
with  the  landlord  induced  by  the  reten- 
tion of  bis  money  to  run  up  the  price  of 
his  land,  and  the  Purchase  Commieaionera 
induced  by  having  one-fifth  on  their 
hands  to  consent  to  the  running  up  of 
the  price,  they  would  have  burdensome 
instalmeuts  necessary.  However,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  re- 
sponsible for  the  Bill.  The  Irish  Mem- 
bers had  pointed  out  a  much  safer  way ; 
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but  be  did  not  feel  tliat  be  was  id  a 
position  to  resist  ver;  strongly  the  atate- 
ment  made  by  tbe  rigtit  hon.  Qentleman 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  whose 
position  reminded  him  very  much  of  a 
successful  moYemeut  made  by  himself 
(the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  not 
very  long  ego  against  Qontlemen  occu- 
pying the  piscs  he  and  his  Colleagues 
sow  tilled.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  assure  him  that  tbe  Government 
irould  Dot  insist  on  the  iDCODvenient 
OTerUi)ping  of  aecutity  which  would  be 
iuTolveu  iu  the  guarantee  deposit  and 
the  Church  Surplus  Fund,  and  would  be 
content  with  the  guarantee  deposit 
superadded  to  the  value  of  the  laud,  he 
(Hr.SeztoD)  would  withdraw  hiaAtnead- 

TheCHANCELLOR  of  the  EXOHE- 
QDER :  I  cannot,  after  the  way  the 
ban.  GentlemaD  baa  met  me,  delay  the 
Committee  by  dwelling  upon  the  matter 
any  further.  I  think  I  owe  it  to  him 
and  to  the  Committee  to  aay  that,  haviog 
fully  considered  this  question,  I  do  not 
think  it  necessary  for  us  to  insist  upon 
the  remainder  of  the  Church  Surplus 
an  additional  guarautee. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mb,  sexton  aaid,  ho  now  wished  to 
move  hia  second  Amendment — namely, 
to  leave  out  Sub-section  {h).  With  re- 
gard to  bis  third  Ameudment  he  wished 
toeay 

The  CHAIHHAN  :  Before  the  hon. 
Uembar  brings  forward  any  argument 
in  favour  of  his  third  Amendment,  I 
muet  inform  him  that  I  shall  not  be  able 
to  put  it.  He  wishes  to  substitute 
£20,000,000  for  theaum  of  £5,000,000; 
but  the  Committee  has  already  aano- 
tioned  tbe  sum  of  £5,000,000. 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  said,  he 
wished  to  move  an  Amendment  at  tbe 
end  of  Sub -section  {a)  as  follows  : — 

"  Provided  so  advance  shall  be  made  onder 
1  any   one    teiuDt  of  more    than 


{Inland)  BiU. 


£3,01 

It  appeared  to  him  there  ought  to  be 
some  limit  to  the  amount  advanced,  and 
he  thought  £3,000  would  be  a  fair  sum. 
The  object  of  the  Bill  was  to  create 
peasant  proprietors  in  the  ordinary  sense 
of  tbe  term,  and  he  did  not  think  it 
should  be  extended  to  large  graziers. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  paffs  2,  line  3,  at  the  end  of  Sub-secUoD  (d  V 
add—"  Provided  no  advanca   shall   b«  maae 


TheCHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER: I  quite  agree  with  the  prin- 
ciple of  this  Amendment.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  desirable  that  sales  to  large 
graziers  should  be  made  under  this  Act ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say  that  the  precise  limit  pro- 
posed by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  the 
right  one.  I  should  like  to  take  the 
opinion  of  the  Treasury  on  the  matter, 
and  then,  if  necessary,  the  clause  can  be 
amended  on  Report. 

Ma.  HEALY  said,  be  would  suggest 
that  the  Land  Commissioners  should 
make  rules  to  the  effect  that  they  would 
not  give  more  than  a  prescribed  sum 
without  the  assent  of  the  Treasury, 
Parliament  having  had  in  view  the 
granting  of  only  small  sums  to  a  certaiu 
class  of  small  tenants.  That  would 
obviate  the  necessity  of  putting  any 
amount  in  tbe  Bill. 

Me.  gray  said,  he  was  under  the 
impression  that  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Pamell)  had  an 
Amendment  lower  down  tending  to  re- 
strict tbe  operation  of  the  Bill  to  hold- 
ings not  altogether  pastoral  in  their 
character,  with  the  exceptioD  of  those  on 
which  the  tenant  was  resident.  He,  at 
any  rate,  thought  that  was  the  tenour  of 
the  Amendment  the  hon.  Member  con- 
templated moving  lower  down.  He  was 
not  aore  that  the  object  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  proposed  the  pre- 
sent Amendment  would  not  be  more 
completely  met  by  such  an  Amendmont 
as  that  than  by  providing  the  restriction 
of  a  speoifio  sum.  Probably  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Monagban  (Mr.  Healy)allow{ngthe 
Commissioaers  to  make  rules  in  regard 
to  this  matter  would  be  even  better  than 
this.  He  wished  to  point  out  that  in 
the  case  of  the  great  grazing  farms,  as  a 
rule,  the  tenants  were  not  resident  upon 
them.  No  doubt,  the  wording  of  the 
clause  would  require  some  consideration, 
BO  as  not  to  leave  out  some  who  might 
require  to  avail  themselves  of  the  Act. 
There  was  no  objection  to  extending  the 
Bill  to  tenants  of  pasture  lands,  even  if 
a  higher  price  than  £3,000  were  to  be 
paid,  provided  the  tenant*  were  reai- 
oeDt, 

I. ,  Cookie 


1659  Zand  Furchau  jOOUMONS} 

QueatioB  again  put. 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN :  I  under- 
etood  these  words  were  to  be  withdrawn. 

Ma.  HEALY :  No ;  amended  on  Re- 
port. 

Colonel  KESTG-HARMAN  :  If  that 
is  so  I  will  say  no  more ;  but  I  bave 
strong  reasons  to  urge  wbj  tbis  Amend- 
ment should  not  be  adopted. 

Mk.  SHAW  LEFEVEE:  I  under- 
stand that  tbe  right  bon.  Geotleman  the 
Chaucellor  of  the  Exchequer  agrees  in 
principle  to  the  Amendment,  but  that  he 
doubta  whether  £3,000  is  the  right  sum 
to  fix.  I  understood  him  to  say  be  will 
reconsider  the  matter  between  now  and 
the  Report. 

TnE  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  Tea ;  that  was  what  I  intendod. 
I  understood  the  principle  of  the  Amend- 
ment to  be  practically  what  was  staled 
bj  the  hon.  Member  for  Carlow  (Mr. 
Gray) — namely,  that  it  is  not  desirable 
that  tenants  of  great  tracts  of  grazing 
land  should  purchase  that  land  under  this 
Bill ;  but,  of  course,  a  resident  tenant 
of  a  holding  of  considerable  size  would 
Tery  properly  come  under  the  provisions 
of  this  Bill  as  well  as  the  tenant  of  a 
small  holding.  I  will  promise  to  loo\ 
into  the  matter. 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVRE :  I  am  in- 
clined to  go  a  little  farther  than  the 
right  hon.  Gcntleuian.  I  do  not  think 
that  large  sums  should  be  advanced  to 
tenants,  whether  resident  or  not.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  main  object  of  this 
Bill  is  to  create  peasant  proprietors,  and 
not  to  advance  money  to  large  holders. 

Ma.  HEALY  said,  there  would  be  no 
barm  in  letting  the  thing  stand  over 
now  in  order  that  the  Government  could 
consider  It  between  tbis  and  Report. 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there 
added,"  put,  and  agrted  to. 

Ma.  SEXTON  said,  he  now  wished  to 
move  a  sub-section  which  he  had 
been  able  to  put  upon  the  Paper,  but 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City 
of  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell)  attached  great 
importance.  He  wished  to  propose  at 
tbe  end  of  the  words  just  added  to  the 
Bill  the  following  ;■ 

"Ko  advance  sbKll  be  made  under  thii  Act 
a  tenant  of  any  land  wholljr  or  partly  paatoral 
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it  doas  sot  Ttnde." 


The  policy  of  this  Bill  was  to  make  per- 
BOQB  residing  upon  small  holdings  pro- 


prietors of  those  holdings.  He  begged 
to  move  these  words  as  a  sub- sect  ion. 
Amendment  proposed, 
At  the  end  of  the  lait  AmcndmeDt  to  add — 
No  advance  shall  be  made  under  this  Act  to 
tenant  of  any  land  wholly  or  partly  pastoral 
1  which  tho  tenant  does  not  rcfido."— (.Tfr, 
Siiton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  foe 
IEELAND(Mr.  Holmes)  said,  he  wished 
to  point  out  that  ii  those  words  w  ere  intro- 
duced they  might  injure  deserving  tea- 
ants  by  preventing  them  from  getting  the 
benefit  of  tbe  Bill  TheCommittee  would 
bear  in  mind  that  the  Land  Commission 
would  inquire  into  each  individual  case ; 
and  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  Commia- 
era  would  never  allow  money  to  be 
advanced  to  a  tenant  who  had  a  large 
holding,  but  did  not  reside  upon  it.  If 
tbisAmendment  were  passed  what  would 
be  the  consequence  ?  Why,  there  wars 
a  large  number  of  farmers  of  agricul- 
tural land  who  bad  adjoining  to  such 
land  small  farms  which  they  used  for 
pastoral  purposes.  If  they  made  appli- 
cation under  the  Bill  to  purchase  the 
agricultural  laud,  it  would  be  very  hard 
if  they  were  deprived  of  the  power  of 
purchasing  tbe  pastoral  land.  If  the 
Amendment  were  carried  it  would  injurs 
the  very  class  the  Bill  was  promoted  to 
benefit. 

Colonel  NOLAN  said,  he  thought  the 
objection  of  the  right  bon.  aud  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  was  a  very  strong  one,  and 
he  (Colonel  Nolan)  himself  bad  put  it 
to  his  hon.  Friend  before  he  had  got  up. 
He  thought  the  difficulty,  however,  could 
be  met  it'  an  addition  were  made  to  the 
Amendment  as  follows : — 


That  would  meet  the  whole  argument  of 
the  right  bon.  and  learned  Gentleman, 
and  would  give  all  the  benefit  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  tbe  City  of  Cork  (Mr. 
Parnell)  wished  to  bring  about.  Ho 
acknowledged  tbe  force  of  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's  objection ; 
and  if  the  Amendment  went  without 
some  qualification  he  should  see  it  ac- 
cepted with  much  regret. 

Ma.  SEXTON  said,  that  he  thought, 
on  the  whole,  it  would  be  much  mora 
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The  chancellor  op  the  EXCHE- 
QUER ;  I  hope  the  hon.  Member  will 


convenient  that  this  matter  should  bo 
considered  when  the  Amendment  of  the 
right  hon.  Qontleman  below  him  (Mr. 
Shaw  Lefevre)  was  brought  up.  Ho 
would,  therefore,  withdraw  tho  Amend- 
ment, that  it  might  be  brought  up  on 
Report. 

Mb.  gray  said,  that  with  regard  to 
the  statement  of  the  light  hon.  and 
learned  Qentleman  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral for  Ireland,  that  the  Land  Com- 
mission would  carefully  inveetigats  thcee 
cases,  he  wished  to  express  the  opinion 
that  tho  Commissioners  would  be  com- 
pelled to  make  an  advance  if  they  wore 
satisfied  with  tho  security.  There  was 
nothing  in  the  Act  to  direct  tho  Land 
Commissioners  to  investigate  what  the 
object  of  the  purchaaing  tenant  was. 

CoMXEL  COLTHUEST  said,  it  was 
of  great  importance  to  dtseourage  what 
were  known  in  Ireland  as  dairy  farms — 
that  was  to  say,  cases  in  which  a  farmer 
lived  himself  upon  one  farm  and  put 
dairymen  upon  others,  charging  them 
an  enormous  rent  and  employing  no 
people.  The  object  of  the  proposed 
Amendment  was  of  great  importance, 
and  he  hoped  the  Qovemmeot  would  be 
able  to  carry  it  out. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Me.  sexton  said,  he  had  an  Amend- 
ment on  the  Paper  to  increase  the  sum 
under  the  Bill  from  £5,000,000  to 
£20,000,000. 

Th8  chairman  :  This  Amendment 
proposes  an  eicesa  of  the  sum  autho- 
rized by  the  Committee,  and  therefore  it 
cannot  be  put. 

Mb.  SBXTON  said,  that  when  the 
Money  Resolution  was  put  he  had  de- 
sired to  raise  this  discussion  then ;  but 
he  had  been  told  that  it  would  be  open 
for  him,  if  he  altered  tho  amount  in 
the  Bill,  to  alter  the  Resolution  after- 
wards. 

The  CHAIRMAN :  I  will  not  state 
the  words  of  the  Resolution  which  autho- 
rises  a  sum  of  money,  not  exceeding 
£5,000.000,  to  be  advanced  under  the 
Act.  Tho  words  are  "not  exceeding." 
It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber would  not  be  in  Order  in  moving 
hie  Amendment. 

Mk.  SEXTON;  Will  it  be  open  to 
me  to  move  to  leave  out  the  sub-sec- 
tion, without  proposing  to  amend  its 
wording,  so  that  no  money  at  all  be 
granted  ? 


not  do  that,  for  if  he  doefi,  and  carries 
his  Amendment,  it  would  be  impossible 
for  us  to  carry  out  the  Bill.  ' 

Mb.  SEXTON  said,  that  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  said  it  would  be  impossible 
to  work  the  Bill  if  this  Amendment 
were  adopted  there  was  no  more  to  be 
said  on  the  matter.  He  was  sorry  that 
the  Govornmcat  had  not  seen  their  way 
to  putting  a  larger  amount  in  the  Bill, 
because,  anxious  as  he  was  to  see  the 
Bill  work  properly,  he  was  afraid  it  was 
not  possible  for  it  to  do  so  with  the 
limited  sum  which  was  to  be  advanced 

Mr.  HEALY  said,  that  as  the  Act  of 
1881  waa  passed  itcontainedan  Instruc- 
tion to  the  Land  Commissioners  to  make 
Rules;  and  perhaps  the  Government 
would  consider  whether,  by  Circular  op 
in  some  other  way,  they  could  not  ex- 
press to  the  Commissioners  their  view 
as  to  the  class  of  persons  to  whom  those 
advances  should  be  made,  and  also  as 
to  the  manner  in  which  those  advances 
should  be  made.  Supposing  what  hap- 
pened in  the  case  of  the  Act  of  1881 
should  happen  in  reepect  of  this  Act  f 
Supposing  there  should  bo  a  rush  of 
applications  from  one  particular  quarter 
of  the  country  ?  The  Sub -Commissioners 
might  give  out  the  whole  £5,000,000 
to  that  district,  other  tenants  who  would 
have  been  glad  enough  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  privilegirs  of  the  Bill,  but 
who  had  been  slower  to  find  out  the 
benefits  of  the  Act,  being  unable  to  ob- 
tain advances.  His  own  opinion  was 
that  the  Act  should  not  be  put  in 
operation  for  three  or  four  month^ — that 
no  advance  should  be  made  until  the 
people  who  were  to  be  benefited  knew 
exactly  what  the  benefits  of  the  Bill 
would  be,  and  that  the  Land  Commis- 
sioners, when  the  applications  came  in, 
should  be  able  to  maks  a  choice.  Those 
matters  were  matters  which  should  be 
regulated  by  the  good  sense  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  would  have  to  administer 
the  Act.  He  would  ask  for  an  expres- 
sion of  opinion  from  the  Qovemment 
upon  this  question.  He  thought  it 
would  be  very  unfortunate  if  this  Bill 
wore  administered  in  the  sense  of  first 
come  first  served. 

Clanse,  as  amended,  agrud  lo^ 

ii.yC.OOgle 
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Clause  3  [Deposit  of  money  as  pia- 
raotee  fund). 

Mk.  BRODSICK  desired  an  ezplaoa- 
tion  of  this  clause,  bj  which  it  was 
provided — 

"  That  any  parson  willing  to  secnw  ths  n 
payment  of  bd  adraoce  made  by  tbe  Land  Con 
'      I   t«DBat   who  is    purchai '        ' 

dlord  of 
with  the  Land  Connniasion  mch 
guainntee  deposit,  not  being  leu  than  one-Qfth 
of  the  advance,  as  may  be  agreed  on  bstween 
him  and  the  Land  Com  mission." 

He  could  not  understand  the  value  of 
that  provision.  He  thought  that  the 
security  demanded  by  the  Land  Com- 
mission ought  to  be  in  all  cases  one- 
fifth  of  the  sum.  He  would  move  for- 
mally to  leave  out  the  word  "  such  "  in 
line  10  and  insert  "  a." 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
10,  to  leave  out  the  word  "  such  "  and 
insert  "  a,"— (if'-.  Brodriei.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  said,  that  the 
clause  had  been  drawn  upon  the  lines  of 
similar  clauses  in  former  Acts.  There 
would  be  a  minimum  or  certain  margin 
beyond  which  the  Land  Commission 
could  not  go.  Under  certain  circam- 
etances  It  could  be  coDoeived  that  one- 
fifth  would  not  be  a  sufficient  guarantee. 

Mb.  BBODRIOK  said,  in  that  case 
the  whole  position  of  the  guarEmtee  was 
entirely  altered,  because  the  Land  Com- 
mission would  have  power  to  demand, 
on  behalf  of  the  Treasury,  a  guarantee 
of  a  totally  difi'erent  character  from  that 
which  hon.  Gentlemen  were  led  to  sup- 
pose. The  Committee  had  gone  on  the 
understandiDg  that  one- fifth  of  the 
whole  snm  was  to  be  deposited,  and  if 
a  larger  sum  was  to  be  demanded  it 
would  be  almost  impossible  to  come  to 
any  terms  at  all.  He  believed  that  this 
increase  of  the  guarantee  would  greatly 
complicate  the  operation  of  the  Bill.  He 
did  not  know  wnat  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  tbe  Attorney  Gene- 
ral for  Ireland  meant  by  the  ezpression 
"  in  former  Acts."  He  thought  he  must 
take  the  sense  of  the  Committee  upon 
this  question.  ["Oh,  oh!"]  He  was 
quite  certain  that  the  effect  of  the  claune 
was  not  thoroughly  understood  by  hon. 


Gentlemen  opposite;  and,  personally, 
he  was  inclined  to  take  the  sense  of  the 
Committee. 

Mr.  gray  believed  it  would  be 
found  that  these  words  would  have 
little  operation.  He  thought  it  was  a 
pity,  however,  not  to  provide  in  thia 
clause  for  some  other  form  of  guarantee. 
A  landlord  might  be  perfectly  in  a 
position  to  give  a  guarantee,  even  to  the 
extent  of  ouo-fifth  of  the  purchase,  in 
some  other  form  than  a  deposit  of 
money  ;  for  instance,  there  might  be  a 
deposit  of  securities,  or  it  was  conceiv- 
able that  a  bank  might  be  established 
for  the  purpose  of  guaranteeing  such 
advances,  at  least  it  was  conceivable 
that  the  landlord  might  be  able  and 
willing — it  might  suit  him  better — to 
give  soma  other  form  of  guarantee 
equally  good  and  acceptable  to  the  Go- 
vernment as  that  contemplated  by  the 
clause.  By  this  clause  they  shut  the 
Government  out  from  taking  any  other 
form  of  guarantee.  A  man  might  have 
India  Four  per  Cents  or  Consols  which 
he  was  prepared  to  deposit ;  but,  owing 
to  the  drafting  of  thia  clause,  the  Land 
Commission  would  not  be  able  to  ac- 
cept such  security.  He  thought  it  would 
be  well  for  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  to  consider  whether,  if  the 
landlord  was  ready  and  willing  to  give 
some  other  guarantee  equal  in  amount 
and  in  security  to  that  contemplated  by 
the  clause,  the  Land  Commissioners 
should  not  be  able  to  accept  it-  It  was 
quite  possible  to  understand  that  in 
many  cases  it  would  not  be  convenient 
to  the  landlord  to  make  the  deposit  in 
cash. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Sir  WiiiiAM  Hart  Dtkk) 
said  that  the  clause  had  been  very  care- 
fully drafted,  and  the  Government  were 
not  disposed  to  alter  it  in  tbe  way  sug- 
gested. 

Coi/)NBL  KING-SARMAN  said,  they 
were  led  to  believe  that  in  all  proba- 
bility the  Land  Commissioners  would 
not  require  more  than  oue-fifth  of  the 
advance  guaranteed ;  but  experience 
showed  that  the  Commissioners  had 
acted  in  a  different  manner.  He  would 
much  have  preferred  his  hon.  Friend  to 
have  proposed  to  leave  out  the  word 

less,"   and  insert   "more,"   so   that 

where  the  security  waa  good  as  much  as 

'fifth  need  not  be  required.     If  his 
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hon.  Friend  went  to  a  diTieion,  howerer, 
he  should  support  the  Amendment. 
Amendment  ntgathtd. 

Mr.  sexton  said,  the  pro»ision  in 
the  4th  para^aph  wbb  that — 

"The  Land  CommisBioD  shall  retain  the 
firuATsntee  dupotit  until  a  mm  eqnal  to  the 
aepotit  hae  been  repaid,  and  shall  then  pay  over 
the  Buaranleo  deposit  to  the  person  entitled 
thereto." 

He  would  like  to  know  what  that  meant  ? 
Let  tfaem  take  the  case  of  a  man  who 
bought  his  farm  for  £1,000.  £200  was 
deposited.  The  tenant  would  pay  £40 
a-year,  and  therefore  in  five  years  would 
pay  £200,  a  aum  equal  to  the  deposit. 
Would  the  landlord  be  entitled  to  get 
his  deposit  at  the  end  of  five  years  ? 
By  the  next  paragraph  it  was  provided 
that— 

"  If  at  any  time  dnring  the  period  for  which 
the  Land  Commignon  are  authorized  to  retain 
the  guarantee  deposit  an;  sum  due  to  the  I^and 
Commission  in  retpect  of  an  adrnnce  secured 
hv  a  guarantee  deposit  under  this  Act  is  declared 
hy  them,  hy  order,  to  be  an  irrecoTerable  debt, 
the  Land  Cmnmission  may  apply  the  guarantee 
deposit  in  discharge  or  reduction  oi  such  irra- 
coverahle  debt." 

He  thought  it  ought  to  be  clearly  de- 
fined what  the  Laud  Commiseton  must 
do  before  they  declared  the  debt  to  be 
irrecoverable.  Would  they  proceed  in 
the  Civil  Bill  Court  for  the  instalments, 
or  would  they  sell  the  interest  to  the 
whole  amount?  Finally,  it  was  pro- 
vided that — 

"  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  lAnd  Commietioa, 
hj  order,  to  declare  that  the  interest  in  the 
holding  u{  the  person  liable  to  pay  such  eum 
shall  be  chsrited  in  favour  of  the  person  entitled 


But  if  the  Land  CommissioQ  had  sold 
the  holding,  it  appeared  to  him  they 
would  chaise  the  incoming  purchaser 
with  the  deposit.  He  thought  all  these 
points  required  some  explanation. 

The  attorney  UENEEAL  for 
IBELAMD  (Hr.  Holmes]  said  that,  as 
regarded  the  first  point,  the  intention  of 
tlie  Government  was  that  the  deposit 
money  should  not  be  returned  until  one- 
fifth  bt  the  sum  advanced  had  been 
paid.  To  make  this  quite  clear,  it  would 
probably  be  necessary  to  make  an 
Amendment  on  Report.  As  to  the 
second  point  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
[Mr,  Seston)  had  called  attention,  his 
',tlio  Attorney   U-entTftl    i'<r    Iroland's) 
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belief  was,  when  this  and  the  other 
clauses  of  the  Bill  were  carefully  exa- 
mined, their  provisions  would  be  found 
ample.  It  would  be  found  that  by  one 
of  the  clauses  the  duty  wa^  imposed  on 
the  Land  Commission  to  make  use  of 
the  power  of  sale.  By  a  sale  they  were 
to  seek  to  realize  the  amount  of  the 
debt  due.  If  the  Land  Commission  de- 
clared the  deposit  forfeited  there  would 
he  a  charge  on  the  holding  to  the  amount 
of  the  deposit. 

Mk.  sexton  understood  that  if  the 
Land  Commission  did  not  resort  to  a 
sale  of  the  holding  they  would  make  the 
debt  a  charge  on  the  holding.  Would 
the  Crovemment  have  any  objection  to 
say,  in  line  33— 

"  It  shall  he  lawful  for  the  Land  CommissioQ 
in  a  case  whero  tbey  do  not  resort  to  the  power 
to  sell  the  holding  f  " 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  tor 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  said,  if  the 
hoD.  Gentleman  would  allow  him  to 
consider  the  matter  he  might  introduce 
wordn  to  make  the  intention  perfectly 
clear.  He  thought  the  words  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  mentioned,  or  some  such 
words,  were  desirable  in  order  to  clear 
up  any  ambiguity. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  4  (Terms  of  repayment  of  ad- 
vances). 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Sir 
William  Haet  Dyke)  proposed  to  in- 
sert, after  the  word  "Act,"  in  line  6 — 

"  Or  to  be  made  under  'The  Landlord  and 
Tenant  (Irelaud)  Act,  1870.'  or  'The  Land 
Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1881,'  " 

and  also  in  respect  to  the  advances  to 
be  made  to  tenants  under  Fart  II-  of 
"  The  Tramways  and  Public  Companies 
(Ireland)  Act,  1883."  The  object  of 
this  Amendment  was  that  the  advances 
made  in  I»70  and  18f  1,  end  also  those 
made  to  public  Companies,  should  be 
made  on  the  most  favourable  terms. 
Amendment  agreed  to. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Joseph  M'Eenha, 
the  following  Amendments  made  :  — 
Page  3,  line  14,  after  "redeemed,"  in- 
sert, "in  whole  or  in  part;"  line  17, 
after  "it,"  insert  "as  is  sought  to  be 
redeemed." 

Mb.  T,  a.  DICKSON  proposed  to  add 
after  "  tenant,"  in  page  3,  line  31 — 
3  H 
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"(a.)  Where an^teoaDtbu before thopaisiog 

of  tbJB  Act  beconin  the  purcltaaer  of  \a»  hoMiog 
from  the  Chiirch  Commissioners,  under  the  pro- 
Tisiooa  of 'The  Irish  Church  Act,  1S69,'  or  any 
Act  or  Acts  amandiDit  the  same,  ho  shall  he 
entitled  to  obrftiD  the  boneflt  of  this  Act  upon 
the  terms  hereinafter  mentioned ; 

"  In  case  any  such  tenant  shall  elect  to  obtain 
the  benefit  of  this  Act.  the  Jisnd  Commission  shall. 
on  the  applicalion  of  such  purchaser,  ascertain 
by  certificate  under  their  beh!  the  prinuipal  «nm 
due  hy  him  nfter  ail  payments,  and  the  Hum  ea 
due  ihall  be  repayable  by  an  annuity  of  the 
term  and  amount  mentioned  in  sub-section  (a). 
This  proTiaion  shall  apply,  Dotwithstendinfi;  that 
such  advance  or  any  part  thereof  may  be  secured 
by  mortftago : 

"  (f.)  Where  any  annuities  are.  at  the  time  of 
the  passing:  of  this  Act,  payable  by  tenants  nho 
have  purchased  their  holdings  under '  The  Land- 
lord and  Tenant  Act,  1870,'  or  under  'The 
Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1881,'  in  respect  to 
advances  made  to  them  for  that  purpose,  the 
lAod  Commission  shall,  on  the  application  of 
SDch  parchaser,  ascertain,  by  certificate  under 
their  seal,  the  principal  sum  dae  after  all  pay. 
monta,  and  the  sum  eo  due  shall  be  repayable 
by  an  annoity  of  the  term  and  amount  men- 
tiaood  in  sub'Section  (a.^ ; 

"(g.)  Where  any  tenant  shall,  before  the 
puving  of  this  Act,  have  entered  into  a  oontiact 
for  the  porchote  of  his  holding,  which  provide* 
for  the  payment  of  his  purchase  money  by 
instalments,  or  hj  an  annuity,  to  secure  prin- 
cipal and  interest,  he  shall  be  at  liberty,  if  he 
thinks  fit,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  la<t 
preceding  section,  to  have  the  purchase  money 
repayable  by  an  annuity  of  the  term  and  amount 
provided  by  this  Act,  instead  of  in  the  manner 
provided  by  such  contract,  and,  if  any  qnestion 
of  dispnte  shall  arise  as  to  snch  contract,  or 
annnitj,  or  purchase-money,  it  ahull  be  decided 
by  the  Land  Commission." 

The  faon.  GeDtleman  said,  liis  object  in 
moving  this  Amendment  was  to  bring 
Titbin  the  scope  of  the  Aot  tenants  who 

Surobased  their  holdings  under  the 
huroh  Act  of  1869,  and  under  the 
Land  Aot  of  1870,  and  under  tbe  Land 
Act  of  1881,  that  all  tbeae  purcbaaers 
might  now  have  the  benefit  this  Bill  ooq> 
fertod  of  the  reduced  interest,  and  of  the 
extension  of  time.  He  was  very  glad 
to  see  that  since  his  Amendments  nad 
appeared  on  the  Paper  the  Qorern- 
menC  bad,  to  some  extent,  adopted 
one  of  them,  the  one  relating  to  tbe 
Church  tenants,  and  that  those  tenants 
were  to  have  the  advantage  of  this  Sill. 
But  he  pointed  out  that  the  tenants  who 
purchased  under  tbe  Land  Acts  of  1870 
and  1881  were  in  esactly  the  same  posi- 
tion, and  it  would  be  unfair  to  require 
those  tenants  to  continue  to  pav  tbe  pre- 
sent rate  of  interest,  and  to  repay  the 
money  advanced  in  the  time  now  speci- 
fied. Ho  earnestly  hoped  the  Qovern- 
Mr.  T-  4.  DUhon 


meat  would  take  into  their  considera- 
tion tbe  case,  not  only  of  the  Ohuroh 
tenants  who  purohnsod  under  the  Irish 
Church  Aot  of  1869,  hut  the  case  of  all 
tliose  tenants  who  purchased  under  the 
subsequent  Land  Acts.  He  trusted  that 
the  Government  would,  on  this  question, 
take  a  broad  view,  and  endeavour  to 
place  all  the  purchasing  tenants  ex- 
actly in  the  same  position  as  regarded 
interest,  and  aa  regarded  the  period  of 
repayment.  It  would  be  a  very  disastrous 
thing  if  the  tenants  who  had  already 
purchased  were  not  placed  upon  an 
equality  with  the  tenants  who  would 
purchase  under  this  Act,  for  it  would 
undoubtedly  give  rise  in  Ireland  to 
diaeatie faction  and  heartburning.  He 
trusted  that  the  Government  would  see 
their  way  to  extend  the  oonsideration 
they  proposed  to  bestow  on  the  Church 
tenante  to  tbe  tenants  who  purchased 
undertheLand  Acts  of  1870  and  1881. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  worda 
be  there  added." 

Sib  JOSEPH  M'KENNA  hoped  a 
concession  would  not  be  made  in  this 
matter ;  he  did  not  think  tbe  request  of 
the  hon.  Gentlemaa  the  Member  for 
Tyrone  (Mr.  T.  A.  Dickson)  could  be 
complied  with  without  exhausting  some 
portion  of  the  £5,000,000  voted  in  order 
to  give  efifect  to  the  Bill.  He  hoped 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
Holmes]  would  not  aocept  the  proposi- 
tion of  his  hon.  Friend  without  con- 
sidering what  its  effect  would  be  upon 
the  sum  voted  for  tbe  purposes  of  the 
Aot. 

Mb.  KENNY  said,  it  was  quite  clear 
that  the  eff^t  of  adopting  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Tyrone  would  be  that  the  greater 
portion  of  the  £5,000,000  which  the  Go- 
vamment  proposed  to  advance  for  the 
purposes  of  this  Act  would  be  consumed 
in  paying  the  debts  of  persons  who  had 
entered  into  contracts  years  ago,  and 
who  ought  to  be  bound  by  the  obliga- 
tions they  then  entered  into.  A  certain 
number  of  men  undertook  years  ago  to 
buy  the  fee-simple  of  their  holdings, 
and  at  the  present  time  the  greater  por- 
tion of  the  purchase  money  had  been 
paid  off.  The  tenants  who  would  pur- 
chase their  holdings  under  this  Bill 
when  it  became  law  bad  all  these  years 
been  paying  rent  which  bad  been  ab- 
solutely lost  to  them,  and  the  hon.  Qen> 
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tlemnn  tbe  Member  for  Tyrone  would 
by  his  proposal  deprive  those  people  as 
much  as  he  possiblj  oould  of  the  benefits 
of  this  Act  for  the  purpose  of  relieving 
those  who,  years  ago,  with  their  eyes 
open,  entered  into  contracts  which  he 
(Mr.  Kenny)  thought  it  was  the  duty  of 
Parliament  to  compel  them  to  carry 
out. 

THECHANCELLOfioFTHEEXCHE- 
QUEB  said,  that  the  Committee  would 
perhaps  aUow  him  to  say  a  few  words 
on  this  question,  because,  as  hen.  Mem- 
bers were  aware,  the  matter  was 
brought  before  him  a  few  days  ago  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Tyrone  (Air.  T.  A. 
Dicksoa)  and  other  Members  from  Ire- 
land. It  appeared  to  him  that  the  glebe 
teuanta  stood  on  a  different  footing  to 
other  purchasers.  They  purchased  at 
comparatively  high  rates,  oecau so  they 
puxcnased  under  circumstances  which  al- 
most amounted  to  compulsion.  It  was 
necessary  that  the  glebe  should  bo  sold, 
and  bad  they  declined  to  pay  the  price  re- 
qnired  they  were  liable  to  be  outbid  by 
outsiders;  therefore  it  did  seem  to  him, 
looking  at  all  the  circumstances,  that  tbe 
Government  might  fairly  agree  to  a  re- 
duction of  the  rate  of  interest,  and  to  an 
eztenston  of  the  term  of  years  with  re- 
gard to  the  future  payments  due  from 
the  glebe  tenants  who  purchased  under 
the  Irish  Church  Act.  But  there  was 
great  force  in  the  remark  made  by  tbe 
hon.  Member  for  Ennia  (Mr.  Kenny) 
that  the  purchasers  under  the  Acts  of 
1870  and  1861  had  made  contracts  of 
their  own  free  will.  He  (the  Chancellor 
of  tbe  Exchequer)  did  not  wish  to  dwell 
upon  the  fact  that  they  were  few  in 
number.  He  thought  it  would  be  doing 
more  than  they  ought  to  do,  at  any  rate 
in  this  Bill,  if  they  extended  the  relief 
beyond  that  suggested  in  the  Amend- 
ment which  had  been  placed  on  tbe 
Paper  by  his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland. 

Me.  WALKEB  said,  he  quite  felt  the 
fairness  of  the  right  hon.  Glentleman  the 
Chancellor  of  tbe  -Exchequer,  so  far  as 
his  proposal  went,  although  it  did  not 
go  so  far  as  that  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Tyrone  (Mr.  T.  A.  Dickson).  The 
Amendment  of  the  latter,  however,  did 
not  propose  to  make  any  large  concession 
to  those  tenants,  hut  merely  to  reduce 
the  rate  of  interest,  and  increase  the 
time  for  tbe  repayment  of  the  money 
proportionately.    The  question  was  this. 
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The  glebe  tenants  in  the  Northern  part 
of  Ireland  who  purchased  under  the 
Irish  Church  Act,  no  doubt,  bought  at  a 
high  rate,  and  their  interest  was  to  be 
reduced  from  4  per  ceutto  3^ ;  but  those 
who  bought  a  year  later  under  the  Land- 
lord and  Tenant  Act,  1870,  also  bought 
at  a  high  rate.  They  paid  3^  per  cent, 
and  he  could  see  no  reason  why  that 
should  not  also  bo  reduced  to  3^,  and 
the  period  of  years  for  repayment  ex- 
tended. The  whole  question  between 
them  was  only  one  of  figuring,  and  he 
could  see  no  reason  why  the  1870  tenants 
should  not  also  receive  some  coocession. 
It  appeared  to  him  to  be  moat  unreason- 
able that  there  should  be  in  Ireland  two 
different  classes  of  tenants,  one  class 
paying  8^  per  cent,  and  the  other  3J 
percent.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the 
Amendment  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  lea  hoped  the  Government 
would  reconsider  this  matter  simply  as 
a  matter  of  fairness  to  tbe  tenants.  It 
was  very  important  that  a  provision 
should  not  be  carried  under  which  one 
tenant  who  purchased  at  the  higher  rata 
had  to  pay  3i  per  cent,  while  another 
who  purchased  at  a  lower  rate  had  only 
to  pay  3J.  He  could  understand  that  the 
tenant  who  felt  himself  at  a  disadvantage 
compared  with  his  neighbour  would  be 
induced  by  that  very  feeling  to  enlist  ia 
any  agitation  which  tended  to  place 
them  on  an  equal  footing.  If  the  Act 
were  to  work  harmoniously  it  should 
contain  no  provision  of  a  deterrent  cha- 
racter, and  the  tenant  would  certainly 
not  have  purchased  by  now  if  he  was 
led  to  believe  from  the  experience  of  past 
years  that  by  waiting  a  littts  longer  he 
could  get  better  terms.  He  thought 
that  those  who  bought  in  1870  at  the 
higher  rate  of  interest  were  entitled  to 
be  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  the 
other  tenants. 

Mb.  sexton  said,  he  thought  there 
was  a  great  deal  of  force  in  what  bad 
been  said  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Done- 
gal (Mr.  Lea).  It  was  true  that  these 
tenants  were  in  one  particular  district, 
and,  for  his  part,  ho  was  perfectly  well 
satisfied  with  the  arrangement  as  it  was. 
As  he  understood  it,  however,  the  policy 
of  tho  measure  was  one  of  equal  deal- 
ing. He  could  not  agree  that  there 
would  be  any  considerable  need  for  all  of 
this  £5,000,000  if  they  included  those 
tenants,  although  there  certainly  would 
have    been    if    they  had  accepted  hia 

an?  r^         \ 
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fins  the  clause  to  purohaserB  under  the 
Irish  Church  Act. 

Mk.  T.  a.  DICKSON  said,  that  in  the 
interview  to  which  the  right  hon.  Qenlle- 
manhadreferredhe  would  remember  that 
he  had  pressed  the  claims  of  those  who 
had  purchased  under  the  Act  of  1870. 
Indeed,  he  had  always  done  eo.  Notice 
to  quit  had  never  been  pressed  on  the 
tenants  in  1870,  and  yet  those  ten- 
ants now  found  themeelres  in  a  much 
worse  position  than  they  would  have 
been  if  they  had  waited  until  the  pre- 
sent year.  He  did  not  propose  to  touch 
this  £5,000,000.  All  he  asked  was  that 
the  terms  of  the  Treasury  should  be  re- 
duced from  4  per  cent  to  Si  per  cent, 
which  would  be  the  interast  under  the 
present  Bill.  A  compromise  on  this 
question  was  absolutely  necessary;  and 
seeing  that  the  Bill  was  going  quietly 
through  the  House,  and  as  he  knew  the 
necessity  for  the  Amendment  in  regard 
to  the  tenants  of  1870,  he  must  press 
his  proposal. 

Mr.  sexton  felt  it  was  necessary  to 
say  that  upon  a  far  more  important 
point  than  this  he  had  withdrawn  an 
Amendment  of  his  upon  an  intimation 
from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
that  it  might  interfere  with  the  progress 
of  the  Bill.  Under  those  circumstances, 
and  after  what  had  fallen  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  regard  to  this 
point,  he  could  not  support  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  Tyrone 
(Mr.  Dickson). 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : —  Ayes  13 ; 
Noes  66;  Majority  «.  — (DiT.  List, 
No.  281.) 

Clause,  as  amended,  agrud  U. 


Amendment.  However,  he  was  dis- 
posed to  join  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
Tyrone  (Mr.  T.  A.  Dickson),  and  to  ask 
that  those  tenants  should  be  allowed 
the  lower  rate  of  interest  and  the 
term  of  years  as  those  under  the  Irish 
Church  Act,  It  could  not  make  any 
serious  inroad  into  the  £5,000,000,  and 
would  simply  resolve  itself  into  a  ques- 
tion of  Treasury  finance.  He  thought 
he  saw  the  material  for  a  compromise  in 
this  raatler.  Of  course,  he  believed  that 
there  had  been  farms  bought  under  the 
Act  of  1881,  and  that  the  sales  had  been 
efTectod  under  threat  of  distress,  and 
things  of  that  sort.  Landlords  could 
still  put  a  price  on  the  turf,  and  do  a 
great  many  thiogs  to  make  the  tenants 
pay  the  higher  rato ;  and,  therefore,  be 
could  understand  that  under  the  Act  of 
1881  there  might  have  been  farms 
bought  at  the  high  rate.  He  thought, 
however,  that  persons  who  bought  in 
the  face  of  the  agitation  that  was  going 
on  almost  deserved  the  bad  bargains 
they  had  made.  They  had  subjected 
themselves  to  any  demand  the  landlord 
liked  to  make,  and  they  might,  there- 
fore, be  left  out  in  this  concession.  Al 
the  same  time,  there  was  little  difference 
between  the  tenants  who  had  bought  in 
1869  and  those  who  had  bought  under 
the  Act  of  1870 ;  and,  therefore,  he  hoped 
the  right  hon.  OentJeman  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  would  consent  to  in- 
clude the  tenants  who  bought  under  the 
Acts  of  those  years.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  be  doing  a  graceful 
and  a  oonsiderato  act  if  he  allowed 
them  this  concession. 

The  CHANCELLOR  os  thi  EXCHE- 
QUER said,  that  when  he  authorized 
his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  to  place  this  clause  on  the 
Paper  he  did  eo  on  the  understanding 
that  it  would  be  accepted  by  those  hon. 
Qentlemen  who  came  to  him  the  other 
day  to  express  their  views  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  was  bound  to  say  that  after 
the  speeches  of  hon.  Members,  and  the 
Amendment  which  had  been  moved,  he 
doubted  whether  he  ought  not  to  sug- 
gest to  his  right  hon.  Friend  to  withdraw 
the  clause  altogether  and  avoid  dealing 
with  the  matter  in  the  Bill,  The  Amend- 
tuents  which  were  suggested  appeared  to 
him  to  re-open  the  whole  question  of  the  '''* 
position  of  various  classes  of  purchasing    ""^^^' 


SaUtofLand. 
Clause  5  (Purchase  of  estates  and 
holdings). 

Mb.  WALKEB  said,  he  begged  to 
move  in  page  3,  line  40,  after  "od- 
"     :e,"  to  insert — 


tenants  in  a  manner  which  was  most  u 


Where  any  holdinffi  in  a  town  or  HlUgtror 

othor  holding  not  agricultural  in  their  chuao- 

ter  tonn  part  of  an  estate  far  the  sals  of  vhiclt 

tbe  Land  Commission  may  have  contracted,  or 

for  the  purchaso  of  which  or  (in  the  opinion  of 

tlie  Land  Commiesion)  a  lufficiunt  part  of  whidi 

I  or  (in  the  opinion  of  the  Ixiod  Com- 

Bufficient  number  thereof  shall  have 

agreemeola  with  their  landlord. 
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tgricultural,  be«r  ia  exlfint  Bud  value  to  tba 
real  of  the  estate)  >houM  consider  it  expedient 
that  this  proTision  should  apply,  the  like  a|^e- 
menta  and  purchases,  either  \ty  the  Land  Com- 
mission  or  the  tenanta,  may  be  made  in  reip«ct 
ot  SBCh  noD-agri  cultural  holdings  or  any  of 
them,  and  the  like  advanceB  under  this  Act 
may  be  made  for  the  purchase  of  such  non- 
agricultural  holding,  or  any  of  them,  as  if  the 
■ame  were  agricultural  holdings  i  and  this  Act 
shall    be    deemed    in   all   lespacta    to   apply 

The  object  of  this  clause  was  to  meet  a 
cue  which  had  often  happened  before, 
and  which  might  frequentlr  happen  in 
the  future.  The  clause  would,  of  course, 
only  deal  with  those  holdings  which 
were  in  the  town  or  Tillage  which  formed 
part  of  the  estate  which  was  being  sold 
under  the  Act.  It  would  be  to  the  advan- 
tage both  of  the  tenant  and  the  landlord 
that  this  proTision  should  be  inserted  in 
the  fiill.  They  would  neither  of  them 
have  any  reepon nihility  in  the  matter  at 
all,  for  the  question  whether  the  pur- 
chase should  be  made  or  not  would  rest 
upon  the  responsibility  of  the  liand 
ConunieMouere. 

Mr.  GBAT  said,  he  was  sony  to  in- 
terrupt the  hon.  and  learned  Qentleman ; 
but  he  had  an  Amendment  which  came 
in  before  hia— in  line  35,  after  the  word 
"eatate,"  to  insert  the  words — 

"  Providing  that  the  Commistionera  shall  not 
bn^  an  ettate  unless  they  are  satisfled  that  a 
majority  of  the  tenants,  IouT-fifth«  ia  number, 
have  a^iwd  to  porchase  their  holdings." 

Now,  unless  there  was  a  proTisiou 
securing  that  at  least  a  certain  propi 
tioQ  of  tenants  should  have  agreed  to 
purchase  before  the  Land  Commission 
offered  to  purchase  the  estate,  it  might 
operate  very  harshly  against  the  tenant. 
He  apologized  for  bringing  on  the  mat- 
ter in  the  middle  of  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman;  but  he 
would  have  been  ruled  out  of  Order  if 
he  had  not  brought  it  up  now,  for  he 
could  not  see  where  else  in  the  clause  it 
would  come  in.  What  he  desired  to  effect 
was  that  the  Commissioners  should  not 
be  able,  if  they  purchased  an  estate,  to 
Bell  to  outsiders,  over  the  heads  of  the 
tenants,  who  would  be  enabled  under 
this  Sill  to  borrow  one-half  of  the  pur- 
chase money.  He  wiebed  to  prevent  the 
land  falling  into  the  hands  of  land  spe- 
culators, and  with  the  purpose  of  effect- 
ing that  object  he  desired  that  the  Com- 
misaionerB  should  be  satisfied  before- 
hand that  a  substantial  proportion  of 
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the  tenants  on  the  estate  were  willing 
to  buy  their  holdings.  He  proposed  four- 
fifths;  but  of  course  that  was  an  out- 
side proportion. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  3,  line  35,  to  insert,  after  "may 
parchase  any  eatate,"  tha  words  "  on  whioh 
four-fifths  of  the  tenanta  hSTo  agreed  to  pur- 
chase their  holdings." — {Mr.  Qray.) 

Question  proposed,  "Thatthoseworda 
be  there  inserted." 

Me,  sexton  said,  he  proposed  to 
add  words  at  the  end  of  the  first  para- 
graph of  Clause  7,  whioh  provided 
that— 

"Where  the  Land  Cammisaion  have  pur- 
chased an  estate,  they  nay  sell  any  parcels 
which  they  do  not  sell  to  the  tenanta  thereof  in 
sach  manner  aa  they  think  &t," 
to  enact  that  the  parcels  disposed  of  ia 
that  manner  should  not  be  more  than 
one-tenth  of  the  entire  eatate.  His 
hon.  Friend  proposed  one-fifth ;  but  he 
thought  that  one-tenth  would  be  quite 
enough.  This  was  a  Bill  to  provide 
facilities  for  the  sale  of  land  to  the  occu- 
pying tenants  ;  but  this  was  a  proposal 
to  give  a  new  lease  to  the  landlords. 
He  could  not  consent  to  such  a  proposal 
for  a  moment.  If  the  Land  Oommis- 
sion  were  once  induced  to  buy  the  estate, 
there  would  be  no  limit  to  the  portion 
they  might  sell  to  speculators  who 
would  be  tempted  by  the  offer  of  an 
advance  of  a  portion  of  the  purchase 
I  money.  Ho  therefore  thought  it  would 
I  he  proper  to  provide  that  only  a  oertain 
fraction  of  the  estate  should  be  disposed 
of  in  that  manner. 

Mn.  GSAY  said,  he  had  no  objection, 
if  it  were  considered  m6re  convenieat,  to 
withdraw  the  Amendment  until  Clause  7 
was  reached.  He  thought  it  wae  neces- 
sary to  give  some  such  power  to  the 
Land  Commission,  or  one  peasant  pro- 
prietor might  prevent  the  purchase  of 
an  entire  estate.  His  only  desire  was 
to  assist  the  Land  Commission  in  over- 
coming a  difficulty  of  that  kind,  eo  that 
they  might  not  find  themselves  check- 
mated by  a  few  unreasonable  tenants. 
All  he  wanted  to  secure  was  that  if  there 
were  a  desire  to  effect  the  purchase  of 
the  estate  by  the  I^nd  Commission,  it 
should  aome  from  a  aubstontial  portion 
of  the  tenanta,  and  that  the  Commis- 
sion should  not  have  facilities  for  pur- 
chasing the  estate  for  the  mere  purpoae 
of  re-selling  it  to  land  speculators. 

ogle 
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Mr.  T.  a.  DICKSON  said,  tbe 
Amandment  of  the  boB.  Uember  pro- 
vided that  four-fifthe  of  the  tenants 
must  agree  before  the  Land  CommisBioa 
could  purchase.  He  thought  that  was 
too  high  a  portion  to  roquire,  and  would 
tend  to  make  the  Bill  entirely  inopera' 
tive.  The  proportion  ought  certainlr 
not  to  be  more  than  two-thirds,  and 
would  strongly  advise  the  liou.  Uember 
for  Carlow  (Mr.  Qray}  not  to  press  the 
Amendment,  but  to  leare  the  matter  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Commissioners.  He 
was  satisfied  that  four- fifths  would  defeat 
the  object  of  the  Bill. 

Ub.  QBAY  said,  he  had  hoped  to 
obtain  some  expression  of  opinion 
the  part  of  the  Qovernment ;  but  if  it 
were  conndered  more  conveiiient  to  raise 
the  question  on  Clause  7  he  had  no  ob- 

i'sotioD  to  do  so.     He  should  certainly 
lave  to  raise  the  question  again. 
Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn, 

Ub.  WALEEK  moved,  in  page  S, 
line  40,  after  "advance,"  to  insert — 

"  Where  iiiiy  holdiDgi  in  a.  Ittwn  or  TitUgs  or 
other  holdings  not  igricultural  in  their  cha- 
racter form  Dttrt  of  an  ostat*  for  the  »ale  of 
which  the  Lend  CommiSBioo  may  hare  con- 
tnKted,  or  for  the  parchase  of  which  or  fin  the 
opinion  of  the  I^nd  Commisaion)  a  sufficient 
part  of  vhich  the  tenants  oc  (in  the  opinion  of 
the  Land  CoDimissioD)  a  sufficient  numbec 
thereof  shall  have  entered  into  agreements 
vith  their  landlord,  then  if  the  Land  Commis- 
sion (due  regard  heing  had  to  the  praportioa 
which  such  haldings,  non-agriculturul,  bear  in 
extent  and  value  to  the  rest  of  the  estate) 
should  consider  it  expedient  that  this  provision 
should  apply,  the  like  ugrcements  and  purchasea, 
either  by  llio  I.and  CommiBsion  or  the  tonants, 
maybe  made  in  respect  of  iachnon-agriculliirai 
holdings  or  any  of  them,  and  the  like  advances 
under  this  Act  may  be  made  for  the  purchase 
of  such  non -agricultural  holdings,  or  any  of 
them,  as  if  the  same  were  af^ricultural  holdings  ; 
and  this  Act  shall  be  deemed  In  all  respects  to 
apply  thereto. ' ' 

The  hon.  and  learned  Gontlemtin  said, 
the  object  of  the  Amendment  was  to 
enable  the  Land  Commission  to  deal 
with  the  whole  of  an  estate,  and  not 
confine  their  operations  to  agricultural 
holdings. 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
lie  tbeie  inserted." 

The  ATTOENEY  GENERAL  for 
IBELAND  (Mr.  Houies)  said,  the 
Amendment  contained  a  proposition  of 
a  startling  character.  The  Acts  of  1870 
and  1B81  were  confined  strictl;  to  agri- 
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cultural  holdings;  but  it  was  now  pro- 
posed by  his  hott.  and  leaded  Friend  to 
advance  to  the  tenant  of  a  house  having 
no  land  in  connection  with  it  five-sixths 
of  the  purchase  money,  in  order  to 
enable  him  to  purchase  the  tenement. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  the  Amendment 
was  an  innovation  altogether.  They^ 
had  been  told  again  and  again  that 
landed  property  in  Ireland  stood  in 
a  peculiar  position  so  far  as  the 
holders  of  land  were  concerned ;  but 
he  was  not  aware  that  the  holders 
of  houses  in  Ireland  differed  from 
the  holders  of  similar  property  in  the 
rest  of  the  United  Kingdom.  He  was 
quite  aware  that  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  had  stated  that  the  object  of  the 
Amendment  was  to  enable  the  Land 
Commission  to  value  the  whole  of  an 
estate  and  re-sell  it  where  it  so  happened 
that  property  had  been  purchased  by 
the  CommisaioDers,  part  of  which  was 
situated  in  a  town.  But  he  did  not 
think  the  Commission  would  be  justified 
in  purchasing  house  property  for  any 
purpose  whatever,  and  he  did  not  think 
that  Parliament  ought  to  give  them  the 
power. 

Ub.  T.  a.  DICKSON  said,  he  would 
take  the  case  of  the  London  Companies 
who  were  now  about  to  sell  their  estates 
in  the  county  of  Londonderry.  Those 
estates  comprised  a  number  of  small 
villages  and  a  good  deal  of  house  pro- 
perty, which  was  held  in  conjunction 
with  the  land.  It  would,  he  thought, 
be  very  bard  (o  shut  out  the  village 
tenants  upon  the  estates  of  the  London 
Companies  from  the  benefits  of  this  Act ; 
and  ho  n'as  afraid  that  the  Amendment 
would  prejudicially. affect  a  considerable 
amount  of  property  all  over  the  North 
of  Ireland.  He  thought  that  the  Amend- 
ment of  tho  boD.  and  learned  Member 
for  the  County  of  Londonderry  (Mr, 
Walker)  was  absolutely  necessary.  He 
knew  that  the  London  Companies  would 
be  placed  in  a  difficult  position  if  they 
could  only  sell  part  of  their  property, 
and  were  obliged  to  retain  all  their 
village  property. 

Sib  JOSEPH  M'KENNA  said,  the 
amount  of  the  advance  was  limited  to  a 
sum  of  £5,000,000,  and  it  would  be 
most  unjustifiable  to  use  it  in  the  pur- 
chase of  villages  in  the  North  of  Ire- 
land. 

Amendment  lugativi. 


>yC.oogle 


JArousT  10,  1885J  (Trfland)  BUI. 


Mb.  sexton  said  that,  before  tlie 
dauHe  was  passed,  he  viehed  the  Attor- 
ney General  to  explain  what  the  gua- 
ranteed deposits  were.  Was  it  intended 
that  one-fifth  of  the  value  of  the  whole 
estate  should  remain  in  the  hands  of 
the  Land  Commission;  and,  if  so,  for 
how  long  ? 

The  ATTOENET  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Houieb)  said,  it  must 
be  obvious  to  hon.  Members  that  a  very 
considerable  amount  of  power  muet  be 
left  in  the  hands  of  the  Land  Gommis' 
sion ;  and  it  would  be  necessary  to  make 
arrangements  with  the  sreater  part  of 
the  tenants  previous  to  the  purchase  of 
an  estate  for  the  purpose  of  selling  it  to 
the  tenants.  Unless  there  were  pre- 
vious arrangements,  and  the  Land  Com- 
mission purchased  an  estate  whioh  was 
defined  as  a  large  tract  of  land,  it  was 
necessary  that  the  owner  must  allow  one~ 
fifth  of  the  purchase  money  to  remain 
as  a  guaranteed  deposit.  If  some  small 
portion  of  the  estate  were  not  sold  by 
reason  of  the  tenant  occupjring  a  portion 
of  it  not  being  disposed  to  buy,  the  one- 
fifth  of  the  guaranteed  deposit  of  the 
purchase  money  of  land  not  sold  would 
De  returned  to  the  original  landlord. 
The  administration  of  the  Act  must, 
however,  be  left,  to  a  oonuderable  ex* 
tent,  in  the  hands  of  the  Land  Commis- 
uon ;  and  it  was  impossible  to  frame  a 
clause  which  could  meet  every  contin- 
gency that  might  arise. 

Mr.  SEXTON  said,  it  was  a  matter 
of  considerable  importance  to  express, 
in  some  way,  what  the  guaranteed  de- 
posit waa  to  be.  Clause  S  enacted 
that— 


"  Any  person  vUling  to  ■earn  the  repaj- 
ment  of  an  advanca  made  by  ths  Land  Com- 
miuinQ  to  a  tenant  who  ia  porchasing  hii 
holding  either  from  the  Land  Commiuion  or 
from  the  landlord  of  inch  holding  ms;  deposit 
with  the  I^nd  Commisaion  moh  sam,  u  a  gna- 
Tant«e  depoait,  not  being;  leas  than  ons-Sfth  of 
the  adnuice,  m  na.j  be  agreed  on  between  him 

It  was  not  made  manifest  anywhere  who 
the  person  was  to  be — whether  the 
landlord,  the  tenant,  or  any  other  per- 
son. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  mb 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Houies)  said,  he  had 
no  desire  to  leave  it  in  doubt  as  to  who 
the  money  was  to  come  from.    It  might 


come  from  the  landlord,  the  tenant,  or  a 
third  person  ;  but  he  thought  the  only 
person  it  was  likely  to  come  from  was 
the  landlord.  It  would  certainly  not  be 
the  tenant  who  would  pay  the  deposit ; 
and  the  person  who  would  advance  it 
would,  as  a  rule,  be  the  landlord. 
Question  put,  and  ogritd  to. 

Clause  6  (Power  to  tenant  for  life  to 
leave  part  of  purchase  money  outstand- 
ing.   4o  &  46  Vict.  c.  38.) 

Mk.  SEXTON  asked  tte  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  to  explain  what  was 
the  object  of  the  clause  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  {Mr.  Holmes)  said,  the 
clause  dealt  with  advances  under  the  Act 
of  1881.  The  Government  did  not  pro- 
pose, by  the  provisions  of  the  present 
measure,  to  put  a  atop  to  advances  under 
the  Act  of  1881.  The  Bill  made  pro- 
vision that  one-fifth  of  the  purchase 
money  should  remain  outstanding ;  but 
the  Act  of  1881  enabled  persons  who 
desired  to  purchase  under  that  Act  to 
do  so,  upon  securing  a  mortgage  of  one- 
fourth  of  the  purchase  money  upon  the 
holding.  It  was  proposed  by  this  clauss 
to  aUowone-fonrthofthe  purchase  money 
Btill  to  remain  as  a  security  to  the  land- 
lord. 

Clause  asrtid  to. 

Clause  7  (Sales  of  residues). 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Clause  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Mb.  SEXTON  said,  that  now  was  the 
time  to  fix  some  limit  as  to  the  amount 
of  the  estate  which  might  b«  sold  to 
others  than  tenants.  The  previous 
clauses  of  the  Bill  enabled  the  Land 
Commission,  after  they  bad  purchased 
an  estate,  to  re- sell  to  the  tenants ;  but 
this  clause  provided  that  where  the  Land 
Commission  had  purchased  an  estate 
they  might  sell  any  parcels  which  they 
did  not  sell  to  the  tenants  in  such  man- 
ner as  they  thought  fit ;  that  they  might 
advance  to  any  purchaser  of  a  parcel 
under  this  section,  on  the  security  of 
such  parcel,  one-half  of  the  principal 
sum  paid  as  the  price;  and  that,  subject 
to  that  limitation  on  the  amount  of  the 
advance,  all  the  provisions  of  the  Act  re- 
lative to  sales  and  advances  to  tenants 
by  the  Land  Commiseion  should  apply 
to  the  sale  of  a  parcel  in  like  n 
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the  Tth  claiiss  was  to  provide  that  if 
there  were  three  or  four  holdings  which 
could  not  be  aold  to  tlie  tenants  the; 
might  bo  brought  into  the  open  market ; 
but  certainly  the  GoTemment  did  not 
want,  nor  had  they  ever  contemplated, 
that  as  much  as  one-fifth  of  the  estate 


if  tto  parcel  had  been  a  holding  and  the 
purchaeer  had  been  the  tenant  at  the 
time  of  his  making  his  purchase.  He 
conceived  that  the  greatest  dauf^er  might 
result  from  the  operation  of  this  clause. 
So  far  as  it  allowed  the  Land  Commis- 
sion to  sell  to  purchasers  other  than  ten- 
ants, it  departed  from  the  original  pur- 
pose of  the  Bill,  and  cimtroverted  it.  It 
affarded  facilities  to  those  who  were  not 
tenants  to  purchase  the  holdings,  and 
instead  of  that  being  within  the  scope  of 
the  Bill  the  cxactcontrary  was  theobject 
of  the  measure.  If  the  Qovemment 
would  aocept  the  proposal  he  was  about 
to  make,  the;  would  bring  the  clause 
within  the  limits  of  safety.  Nothing 
oould  be  more  dangerous  than  to  run 
the  risk  of  creating  a  new  olasa  of  land- 
lords. The  whole  object  of  the  measure 
was  to  get  rid  of  tlie  interest  of  the  land- 
lord in  the  soil,  and  to  make  that  of  the 
tenant  absolute.  He  begged  to  more 
the  addition  to  the  clause  of  the  follow- 
ing Proriso  :— 

"  Provided  thst  the  puoels  ihall  not  together 
exMed  one-tenth  of  the  eatale." 

Sm  JOSEPH  M'EENNA  expressed 
a  hope  that  the  hon.  Member  would  not 
diride  the  Committee  upon  the  Amend- 
ment. 

The  CKAIKMAN  said,  the  Commit- 
tee could  not  amend  the  clause  now ;  but 
any  Amendment  must  be  brought  up  on 
theHeport.  There  were  no  Amendments 
on  the  Paper ;  and,  therefore,  he  had  put 
the  Quesbon  that  the  clause  stand  part 
of  the  Bill.  The  only  Amendment  on 
the  Paper  in  regard  to  Clause  7  was  one 
in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Sligo 
(Mr.  Sexton)  to  leare  out  the  clause  alto- 
gether. 

Thb  ATTOENEY  general  fob 
lEELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  said,  it  was 
not  desirable  that  the  Land  Commission 
should  purchase  an  estate  unless  they 
were  perfectly  certain  that  they  could 
re-sell  the  greater  part  of  it  to  the  ten- 
ants. He  thought  that  the  suggestion 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sex- 
ton), if  adopted,  would  render  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Land  Commission  more  diffi- 
cult, and  would  hamper  them  in  their 
arrangements.  If  they  turned  to  the 
6th  clause,  they  would  find  that  the  only 
object  with  which  the  Laud  CommisBton 
could  purchase  an  estate  was  for  the 
purpose  of  re-eelling  to  the  tenants  of 
the  lands  oompriaed  in  such  estate  their 
respeotare  holdings ;  and  the  object  of 
Mr.  Stxion 


Wherever  it  was  possible  the  whole 
would  be  sold  to  the  tenants ;  and  this 
provision  as  to  a  sale  to  the  general 

gublic  would  only  apply  to  an  isolated 
olding  which,  under  some  exceptional 
circnmetances,  was  not  taken  by  the 
tenants. 
Question  put,  and  agrnd  to. 

Clause  S  (VestiDgorder  in  lien  of  con- 
veyance). 

Mb.  SEXTON  said,  that  before  the 
Question  was  put  that  the  clause  should 
stand  part  of  the  Bill  he  had  an  Amend- 
ment to  move  which  was  not  on  the 
Paper.  He  proposed  to  omit  the  words 
of  the  olause  from  the  beginning  of  line 
35  down  to  the  words  "  it  shall  be  law- 
ful" in  line  40.  The  words  he  pro- 
posed to  leave  out  provided  that  whea 
a  holding  had  been  sold  by  the  Land 
Commission  to  a  tenant  or  other  person, 
and  also  when  a  holding  had  been  sold 
by  a  landlord  to  a  tenant,  and  it  had 
been  agreed  between  the  Commission, 
the  landlord,  and  the  tenant,  that  the 
sale  should  be  carried  into  effect  by 
means  of  a  vesting  order  of  the  Land 
Commission,  it  should  be  lawful  for 
the  CommiseioD,  after  a  due  investiga- 
tion of  title,  to  make  an  order  vesting 
the  holding  in  the  purchaser.  If  bis 
Amendment  were  adopted,  the  olause 
would  commence  with  the  words  "it 
shall  be  lawful."  £c.  The  lines  struck 
out  dictated  the  method  of  conveyance 
by  which  the  holding  should  be  sold. 
When  the  holding  was  sold  by  the  Land 
Commission,  it  would  be  lawful  for  them 
to  make  a  vesting  order  ;  but  if  the  sale 
was  by  the  landlord  to  the  tenant,  then 
the  landlord  appeared  to  have  power  to 
dictate  to  the  tenant  whether  he  was  to 
use  a  vesting  order  or  a  conveyance.  A 
vesting  order  would  be  much  cheaper, 
and  he  did  not  see  why  it  ehould  not  be 
used  in  all  cases. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  i,  lines  3fi  to  40,  to  omit  the  words— 
"  When  a  holding  has  been  sold  b;  the  Ijuid 
CommiiiioD  to  a,  tensnt  or  other  psrtoo,  slsD 
when  s  holding  hsi  ben  sold  by  ■  landlord  to  s 
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tenant,  nnd  it  hu  b««n  ■greed  between 

Land  Commiuion  and  the  landlord  and  the 
tsnant  that  such  lale  shall  he  carried  into  eSeet 
by  means  of  a  vesting  order  of  the  Land  Com- 
miiaion  onder  this  A.ct."—[Mr. Stxttn.) 

Queetioa  propoaed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  etand  part  of  the 

Thb  attorney  general  .._ 

IRELA]!JD  (Mr.  Holues)  said,  he 
would  tell  the  hon.  Oentleman  why  it 
was  desirable  to  praBerre  these  words 
in  the  clause.  If  the  landlord  and 
tenant  made  a  bargain  outside  the  Land 
CommissioD,  except  so  far  as  thej  ap> 
plied  to  the  Commission  to  advance  the 
money,  there  must  be  an  agreement  be- 
tween the  three  parties  as  to  how  the 
purchase  was  to  be  carried  out.  If  the 
Laud  Commission  said  that  the  contract 
must  be  carried  out  in  an;  particular 
way,  thej  might  do  something  to  inter- 
fere with  the  freedom  of  contract. 

Ma.  SEXTON  said,  that  a  Testing 
order  was  much  cheaper.  Wh;  should 
there  be  any  provision  to  enable  the 
landlord  to  impose  upon  the  tenant  i 
more  expensive  method  of  proceed- 
ing ? 

Thb  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  roa 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holues)  said,  the 
basis  of  the  Rill  was  an  agreement  be- 
tween the  parties.  Nothing  was  made 
oompulsorj  on  one  party  or  the  other 
in  any  part  of  the  Bill,  and  he  did 
not  think  it  desirable  that  it  should 
be  BO. 

Amendment  ntgatived. 

Mb.  SEXTON  moved,  at  the  end  of 
the  first  paragraph  of  the  clause,  in  page 
£,  to  omit  the  words  which  required  the 
vesting  order  to  be  made  subject  to  such 
charges,  rights,  and  easements  as  might 
be  speciGed  in  the  order,  or,  if  the  vest- 
ing order  so  declared,  subject  to  such 
charges,  rights,  and  easements  as  might 
lawfully  aH'ect  the  holding.  Ho  main- 
tained that  this  Amendment  was  only 
carrying  out  the  polioy  of  the  Bill, 
which  was  to  render  the  purchase  aa 
free  from  encumbrancea  as  possible. 
Every  effort  should  be  made  to  aocom- 
plish  that  object ;  and  he  imagined  that 
there  was  a  provision  in  the  Bill  later 
on  to  buy  up  all  the  encumbrances,  so  as 
to  make  the  purchase  as  free  as  possible 
to  the  tenant.  It  appeared  to  him,  there- 
fore, that  it  was  undeeirable  to  retain 
theae  words. 


Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  S,  line  9,  to  leave  oat  the  words, 
"subject  l«  Bach  obarges,  rights,  and  eue< 
menta  na  may  be  specified  in  sucb  order;  or,  if 
the  verting  order  so  declares,  sabject  to  sush 
chaises,  rights,  and  easemeiits  as  mny  lawfully 
affect  such  holding." — {Mr.  Stxlan.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  toe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  said,  the 
omission  of  these  words  would  have  a 
contrary  effect  to  that  which  the  hon. 
Member  intended.  The  object  of  the 
clause  was  to  convey  the  land  to  the 
purchaser  free,  and  without  any  encum- 
brance whatever.  At  the  same  time,  it 
might  be  impossible  to  define  the  pre- 
cise position  in  which  the  land  was  vested 
in  the  tenant  except  by  rendering  it  sub- 
ject to  the  charges,  rights,  and  easements 
specified  in  the  vesting  order.  If  these 
words  were  struck  out,  there  might  be  a 
law  suit  in  every  case  in  which  a  hold- 
ing was  sold. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  that 
if  that  were  the  case,  might  not  the  as- 
sertion of  these  easementa  in  the  instru- 
ment of  conveyance  have  the  effect  of 
destroying  those  of  persons  other  than 
the  landlord  ?  They  might  be  getting 
rid  of  an  evil  which  now  existed  for  the 
benefit  of  some  person  who  was  not  a 

rty  to  the  conveyance.  Would  it  not 
much  better  to  leave  out  the  ease- 
ments altogether?  The  clause  as  it 
stood  might  enable  a  landlord  to  keep 
up  an  easement  which  might  materially 
interfere  with  the  right  of  way  of  the 
tenant. 

OoMSBL  NOLAN  said,  he  did  not 
think  the  Committee  ought  to  leave  out 
easements  altogether.  If  they  did  it 
might  be  discovered  hereafter  that  one 
holding  had  been  sold  with  no  right  of 
way,  and  another  with  no  access  to 
water. 

Mr.  SEXTON  said,  that  if  his  hon. 
and  gallant  Friend  looked  a  little  fur- 
ther down  the  Bill  he  would  find  in  one 
of  the  sub-sections  of  Clause  9  the  fol- 
lowing elaborate  provision  as  to  rights  of 
common,  rights  oi  way,  and  other  rights 
and  easements : — 

(!. )  The  land  Commission  may,  if  they 
think  St,  after  due  and  sufficient  inqairy,  de- 
clare by  their  order  that  the  rale  is  made  subject 
to  any  rights  of  common,  righla  of  way,  or 
other  righU  or  Msements  which  the  Land  Com- 
-  '   '  m  find  to  tBect  luck  holding ;  and  in  tbat 
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COM  the  rights  and  eaBcments  so  declared  Hhall 
be  tho  onl]-  ri|;hli  or  cnncnicnta  affecting  tho 
holding  :  or  thuy  may  abstaiii  from  makiog  any 
aach  dcclaratian,  and  ia  that  ciuo  the  holding 
■hall  be  deemed  to  bo  sold  subject  to  such  righU 
of  common,  rights  of  vay,  and  other  rights  or 
easement!  as  may  lawfully  affect  the  same." 

Therefore,  the  casea  referred  to  by  his 
hon.  and  gallant  Friend  the  Member 
for  Oalway  (Colonel  Nolan)  vere  ' 
Tided  for  in  this  sub-section.  If  tl 
were  other  rights  and  eaeementa  the  Bill 
continued  the  power  to  the  landlord 
over  the  holding  in  referencs  to  them. 
Of  course,  as  a  layman,  ho  [Mr.  Sexton) 
was  prepared  to  take  the  word  of  the 
right  bon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
that  when,  in  an  Act  of  Parliament, 
they  wanted  to  make  prorision  for 
thing,  it  was  necessary  to  say  aometl 
that  was  exactly  contrary  to  what  they 
meant. 

Mb.  HEALT  wished  to  put  this  case. 
Suppose  that,  owing  to  some  contingency 
which  might  arise,  the  tenant  might 
find  it  necessary  to  let  out  a  portion  of 
the  land  of  which  he  was  actually  the 
tenant,  and  suppose  that  the  Land  Com- 
mission made  avesting  order,  why  should 
the  doctrine  of  merger  continue  ?  Was 
it  contemplated  by  the  Bill  that  that 
doctrine  »iou1d  have  effect?  He  did 
not  say  that  it  would  be  so ;  but  he 
thought  that  in  such  a  case  the  doctrine 
of  merger  should  not  apply.  If  the 
holding  were  let  to  another  person,  all 
the  rights  under  the  Act  of  1881  would 
be  continued.  He  was  afraid  that  if 
the  clause  were  retained  in  its  present 
shape  many  complications  might  arise 
three  or  four  years  hence. 

Thb  ATTOENEY  general  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holues)  said,  he  hoped 
tho  hon.  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton) 
would  not  press  this  Amendment.  It  was 
necessary,  in  the  opinion  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Oovernment,  to  make  the  pro- 
vision contained  in  the  clause  which  the 
hon.  Member  wished  to  strike  out. 

SiH  JOSEPH  M'KENNA  said,  he 
took  exception  to  the  rule  which  bad 
been  laid  down  in  this  clause  by  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman.  If 
another  landlord  or  another  tenant  was 
in  possession  of  contiguous  property  to 
which  there  was  the  right  of  way  the 
tenant  who  bad  purchased  his  holdiog 
should  not  be  able  to  deprive  him  of  that 
rightof  way  in  consequence  of  any  omis- 
sion to  specify  it  in  the  conveysnoe.  He 
did  not  think  there  was  anything  to  be 
i!r.  Sexton 


Rained  by  retaining  tho  words  which  the 
hon.  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton) 
proposed  to  strike  out,  and  which  ha 
regarded  at  best  as  so  much  useless  ver- 
biage. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  teilhdraicn. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  pag«  S,  lino  14,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  "Act"  to  the  end  of  the  paraar^ph. — 
{Mr.  Stxlim.) 

Questtou  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 

TiTE  ATTOENEY  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holues)  said,  if  there 
were  not  in  the  Bill  a  clause  of  this  cha- 
racter, some  serious  qneetioos  might  he 
raised  which  it  was  necessary  to  avoid. 
The  object  of  the  words  was  that  the 
title  should  be  given  to  the  person  really 
entitled  to  it. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  mlhdrawn. 

Clause  agrMd  to. 

Clause  9  (Charges  and  rights  subject 
to  which  the  sale  may  be  made). 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  5,  line  34,  after  ths  word  "  fit,"  to 
insert  the  words  "  vith  the  assent  of  the  par- 
cha»er."-(jrr.  WatktrT, 

Question  proposed, "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

TuE  ATTOENEY  QENEEAL  fob 
IHEL.\ND  (Mr.  Holues)  said,  he  saw 
no  objection  to  the  introduction  of  the 
words,  although  he  did  not  think  there 
was  any  necessity  for  it.  He  was  willing 
to  agree  to  the  proposal  of  his  bon.  and 
learned  Friend. 

Amendment  agr»»i  to. 

Mr.  WALKEE  said,  that  very  useful 
words  were  contained  in  Sub-section  (5) 
of  the  clause  with  which  the  Committee 
were  dealing.  Having  regard  to  the 
provision  made  in  Clause  8,  that  the 
vesting  order  should  be  made  after  due 
investigatioo  of  title,  it  occurred  to  him 
that  it  would  bo  better  to  provide  that 
all  encumbrances  should  be  transferred 
to  the  purchase  money,  and  that  the 
tenant  should  get  a  complete  title.  He 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  his 
right  bon.  and  learned  Friend  the  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland  the  question 
as  to  whether  the  clause  which  he  sow 
begged  to  move  would  not  be  of  advan- 
tage in  the  Bill.  _^ 
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Amerdment  propoeed, 

In  page  6,  line  II,  after  "miiy,"  leave  out  to 
«nd  of  aub-section  (6),  and  insert  "  notwith- 
■tandiDg  anTthia;*  borsinbefore  contaiaed,  be 
made  at  any  time  after  the  applicatioa  for  such 
vesting  order  has  been  made  to  tiie  court,  and 
•ame  maybe  made  tbough  the  landlord  is  only 
tenant  for  life,  or  has  tbe  poveraof  a  tenant  for 
life,  and  whetber  or  not  the  holding,  either 
solely  or  in  common  with  otber  lands,  is  suhjoct 
to  any  encumbrance  or  annual  charge,  and  the 
tact  of  such  encambrance  or  annual  charge 
affecting  only  a  partial  interest  in  the  estate 
sold,  such  as  a  tenancy  for  life  or  lesser  interest, 
shall  not  aSect  the  right  to  make  sacb  vesting 
order,  but  the  purchase -money  shall  in  all  cases 
where  the  court  shall  think  fit  be  paid  into  court 
to  abide  the  further  order  of  the  court,  and 
shaU.for  all  parposea  as  regards  the  rights  or 
claims  of  any  person  to  or  against  the  eatste 
sold,  represent  such  estate,  and  unless  and  so 
far  as  the  vesting  order  shall  otherwise  declare, 
the  rights  and  claims  of  all  persons  inreapect  of 
the  estate  sold,  or  any  encumbrance  or  annual 
charge  thereon,  shall,  from  the  date  of  snch 
Testiuf  order,  be  tmnsferred  to  the  parchose- 
money',  and  the  purchaser  shall  be  wholly  freed 
from  any  liability  or  claim  in  respect  thereof." 
—{Mr.  WalJur.) 

Queetion  proposed,  "  That  thoBQ  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Th8  attorney  GENEKAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holueb)  said,  he  was 
disposed  to  think  that  the  whole  ot  this 
clause  was  to  be  found  in  the  Bill ;  but 
he  bad  esamined  it  careful!;,  and  had 
no  objection  to  its  being  added  to  the 
olause. 

Amendment  agreti  to. 

Captain  AYLMER  said,  he  proposed 
to  move  the  Amendment  next  on  the 
Paper  and  standing  in  his  name.  He 
wished  to  provide  that — 

"  Where  any  holding  forms  part  of  so  estate 
subject  to  any  mortgage,  incumbrance,  or 
■  t  the 


encumbrance.  Or  charge,  by  advancing  to  him  a 
■urn  of  money,  which  shall  bo  repaid  by  an  an- 
nuity in  favour  ot  the  Land  CommisHion,  for 
forty-nino  years,  of  four  pounds  tor  every  one 
handred  pounds  of  such  advance ; ' ' 
and  he  further  proposed — 

"That  such  annuity  shall  not  exceed  in 
amount  one-half  of  the  total  amount  payable 
each  year  as  rent  by  the  tenant*  on  saoh 
eitate,'' 

He  said  that  if  tbe  landlords  were  to  be 
served  at  all  by  the  Bill,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  make  a  provision  of  this 
liind  with  regard  to  estates  that  were 
encumbered.  There  were  plenty  of  land- 
lords who,  if  his  proposal  were  adopted, 
would  sell  estates  under  the  Act  which 


now  they  would  not  sell,  hecause  they 
had  no  interest  in  doing  so.  He  knew 
of  an  estate  of  1,500  acres  which  was 
encumbered,  and,  tbe  rents  having  been 
reduced  by  the  Act  of  1881,  the  landlord 
had  now  no  income,  and  therefore  no 
object  in  selling  now,  because  the 
amount  that  would  bo  realized  would 
not  pay  off  the  mortgages  and  leave 
anything  for  the  landlord.  The  only 
course  the  landlord  could  take  was  not 
to  sell,  but  to  wait,  in  the  hope  that 
hereafter  the  estate  would  fetch  a  better 
price  than  now.  Clearly  the  only  way 
to  induce  landlords  in  this  position  to 
sell  was  to  enable  them  to  pay  off  the 
charges  on  their  land,  so  that  they 
might  have  something  left  for  them- 
selves. 

The  chairman  said,  he  did  not 
think  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
could  proceed  with  his  Amendment, 
which  was  not  germane  to  the  Bill. 

Captain  ATLMEB  asked  if  it  would 
be  germane  to  the  Bill,  where  notice 
was  given  to  landlords,  to  sell  parts  of 
estates  to  tenants  7 

The  chairman  said,  it  would  not 
be  germane  to  the  Bill. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  lo. 

Clauses  10  to  12,  inclusive,  agreed  to. 

Clause  13  (Bales  to  be  for  a  gross 
sum.     Stamp  duty.) 

Mr.  sexton  said,  he  rose  to  move 
the  omission  of  the  words — 

"Od  every  sale,  when  an  advance  is  made  by 
the  Land  Commission  to  the  purchaser,  the  Land 
Commission  shall  charge  the  purchaser  with  one 
gross  sum,  which  shall  include  the  advance,  the 
atamp  duty  on  the  vesting  order  or  conveyance, 
if  any,  made  by  Uie  Land  Commission,  and  the 
stamp  duty  and  fees  paynble  for  registering 
such  vesting  order  or  conveyance." 

He  pointed  out  that  in  this  case  it  was 
the  landlord  who  received  the  money 
and  the  tenant  who  paid  it.  He  cer- 
tainly thought  that  the  person  who  re- 
ceived the  lump  sum  and  on  whose 
account  the  Bill  was  devised  should  be 
the  person  to  pay  the  charges  described 
in  this  paragraph. 
Amendment  proposed. 


clurive.— (^r,  ft*(OB,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  ont  stand  part  of  the 
Clause."  /■-'  I 
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The  attorney  GEXEEAL  for 
IE  ELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  said,  Her 
Majesty's  Oovernmeiit  could  not  SBsent 
to  the  hon.  Member's  Amendment,  vhiish 
simply  provided  for  the  usual  charges 
being  made  to  the  purchaser  of  land. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  p^e  7, 
line  32,  to  leave  out  the  words  "the 
stamp  duty  and." — (J/r.  Sexion.) 

Amendment  tugativtd. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  7,  line  3fi,  to  insert  the  words  "every 
Twting  ordet  and  conve^nce  shall  stats  the 
Ordoanco  name  of  the  holding,  and  also  the  ad- 
vance uid  tenna  of  repajment." — (CbIhhJ  Kinj- 
Sarnim.) 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  7,  line  36,  to  insert  "  A  duplicate  of 
■uch  veslio^  order  or  cooveyance  shall  be  lodged 
in  the  Registry  of  Deeds  Office,  and  shall  an- 
swer the  purposes  of  and  bs  deemed  a  aafficient 
anhstitnte  for  a  Memorial."  —  (Caltmi  Ki«j- 
EarmaK.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IREIANJ)  (Mr.  HoLms)  said,  he 
thought  that  this  would  be  a  rather 
dangerous  alteration.  As  the  Commit- 
tee would  be  aware,  there  was  at  present 
a  recognized  mode  of  registering  an 
order,  and  he  was  not  aware  that  there 
was  any  reason  for  deviating  &om  it. 
He  considered  that  the  operation  sug- 
gested by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man would  be  more  expensive  than 
having  the  Memorial.  The  Memorial 
would  be  a  shorter  process.  He  did 
not  think  there  would  be  any  saving, 
and  the  Amendment  of  the  non.  and 

f'allant  Gentleman,  if  adopted,  might 
ead  to  a  considerable  amount  of  incon- 
venience. 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  pointed 
out  that  the  expense  would  be  less,  be- 
cause any  educated  man  could  draw  up 
H  duplicate.  It  was  true  that  a  Memo- 
rial was  shorter  than  a  duplicate,  but  it 
took  a  rather  strong  head  to  make  it 
up ;  and,  according  to  his  experience,  a 
barrister  had  to  be  employed.  He 
wished  to  avoid  the  cost  of  that  in  the 
case  of  these  holdings. 

Mr.  HEALY  asked  if  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  would  mve  a  pro- 
mise that  Rules  should  be  drawn  up  to 


make   the  operation  as  cheap  as  pos- 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  por 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmks)  said,  ho 
would  bring  up  a  clause  on  Report  to 
provide  that  Rules  should  be  drawn  up. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  14  agreed  to. 

Clause  15  (Injanction  to  put  pur- 
chaser in  posseesion). 

Amendment  proposed, 

lo  page  S,  tine  10,  after  the  word  "  commis- 
sion, lo  insert  the  words  "ondsr  the  powers 
ountained  or  referred  to  in  the  prsoeding  sec- 
tion."—(Jfr.  WlUklr.) 

Question  proposed,  "Thatthosewords 
be  there  insetted." 

Tus  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  toh 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  said,  he  ad- 
mitted that  the  greater  number  of  cases 
to  which  this  clause  would  be  appli- 
cable would  be  cases  under  the  pro- 
ceding  section;  but  there  were  others 
that  would  not  be  so,  and  therefore  ha 


Amendment,  by  leave,  withdraicn. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

SuppUmcntal  Provititms. 

Clause  16  (Charge  upon  the  Irish 
Church  Surplus  Fund.    44  &  45  Vict.) 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the 
Clause. — {Mr.  Sexton.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  17  (Additional  members  and 
officers  of  the  Land  Commission). 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  said,  ha 
thought  the  two  additional  Commis- 
sioners to  be  appointed  under  the  Act 
ought,  in  his  opinion,  to  be  placed  on  a 
level  with  the  existing  Commiaaioners 
in  point  of  salary,  and  he  therefore 
begged  to  move  that  their  salary  be 
£3,000  per  annum. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  9,  lina 
9,  to  leave  out  the  word  "two,"  and 
insert  the  word  "three."— (Cofoiwi  iTifij- 
Harman.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
'  two '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

Thb  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Houas)  said,  there 
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was  8  reason  why  the  QoTernment  had 
inserted  the  word  "  two  "  —  it  was 
because  tfaey  did  not  want  to  take 
powers  to  pay  more  than  they  intended 
to  pay.  It  was  suggested  that  the 
additional  Commiseionera  should  not  re- 
ceive £2,000  a-year,  while  the  Commis- 
aionsra  received  £3,000  a- year ;  but  it 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Com- 
miesioneTB  had  to  perform  dnties  of  a 
very  important  character  which  the  addi- 
tional Commissioners  could  not  possibly 
hare  to  discharge — amongst  others  he 
might  mention  appeab.  [Mr.  Sextox  : 
They  get  their  espensea.]  That  was 
true;  but  he  was  sure  that  the  hon. 
Uemher  for  Sligo  would  admit  that  the 
amount  paid  them  did  not  represent  the 
great  inconvenience  tbey  were  put  to. 
Having  regard  to  the  less  difficult  cha- 
racter and  less  onerous  nature  of  the 
duties  that  the  additional  Commissioners 
would  have  to  perform,  he  thought  the 
amount  of  £2,000  named  in  the  clause 
was  a  reasonable  one. 

Mr.  sexton  said,  he  wanted  to 
know  on  what  ground  the  new  Com- 
missioners were  to  remain  stationary  in 
Dublin  ?  If  the  Committee  looked  for- 
ward to  lines  20,  23,  and  29,  they  would 
see  how  the  work  of  the  Commissioners 
might  be  distributed.  He  did  not  know 
whether  the  £2,000  named  in  the  clause 
was  sufficient ;  but  ho  said  that  one  man 
was  as  clearly  worth  the  salary  of 
£3,000  as  the  others. 

TheCHANCELLOR  of  theEXCHE- 
QUEB  eaid,  the  question  was,  what  salary 
was  required  to  secure  competent  Com- 
missioners. As  a  matter  of  fact,  they 
had  named  gentlemen  who  had  been 
unanimously  accepted  as  competent  to 
do  the  work ;  and  those  gentlemen  had 
been  named  with  a  full  knowledge  on 
their  part  that  the  salary  stated  in  the 
Bill  would  be  paid.  He  must,  there- 
fore, ask  the  Committee  to  agree  to  the 
amount  named  in  the  clause. 

Me-  sexton  asked  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer would  be  willing  to  lower  the 
salaries  of  the  existing  Commissioners  ? 

The  CHANCELLORofthe exche- 
quer :  I  should  very  much  tike  to  do 
so  from  the  Treasury  point  of  view ;  but 
it  is  one  thing  to  lower  the  salaries  of 
existing  officers,  and  another  thing  to 
fix  new  ones. 

Mr.  HEALY  said,  the  right  hon.  and 
jearned  Qentleman  the  Attorney  Qeneral 
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for  Iraland  had  stated  that  the  powers 
of  the  Assistant  Commissioners  would 
never  be  co-ordinate  with  those  of  the 
Chief  Commissioners.  That  he  (Mr. 
Healy)  thought  objectionable.  He 
thought  the  Committee  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  knowing  the  meaning  of 
this  clause.  In  the  first  place,  it  said 
that  Her  Majesty  might,  by  Warrant 
under  Sign  Manual,  appoint  some  fit 
person  to  fill  any  vacancy  that  might 
occur  within  the  period  of  seven  years. 
And  then  the  clause  went  on  to  say 
that— 

"The  Lord  Lieutenant  mnj  from  time  to 
time  by  order  direct  that  tbe  additional  mem- 
bera  of  the  Lend  CommieNon  appointed  under 
this  Act,  or  anct  member  or  roemberi  of  the 
Land  Commisaion  as  he  thinks  fit,  sball  ape- 
dally  attend  tn  the  business  imposed  upon  the 
I^nd  CoDimisaion  by  this  Act." 
Nov,  be  would  like  to  ask  why  should 
not  the  powers  of  the  new  Commis- 
sioners be  co-ordinate  with  those  of  the 
existing  Commissioners  ?  He  thought  it 
right  that  those  gentlemen  should  spe- 
cially attend  to  the  work  under  this  Act ; 
but  it  must  be  remembered  that  there 
was  a  great  block  in  the  Land  Court  at 
present,  and  their  services  would  be 
very  useful  there.  Some  means  ought 
to  be  taken  to  relieve  the  congestion 
which  existed  in  that  Court.  With  re- 
gard to  the  amount  of  salary,  he  thought 
it  should  not  be  limited  to  £2,000.  He 
suggested  that  the  words  should  be 
"not  more  than  three  thousand  pounds," 
but  that  tbe  amount  should  be  £2,000 
for  tbe  present,  and  then,  if  it  was  ne- 
cessary hereafter  to  pay  more,  there 
would  be  no  occasion  to  bring  in  an- 
other Bill  for  the  purpose.  He  asked 
the  right  hon.  Qentleman  tbe  Chancellor 
of  ths  Exchequer  not  to  tie  the  hands  of 
the  Commissioners  in  the  way  proposed 
in  tbe  clause.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attomaj  Gene- 
ral for  Ireland  had  spoken  of  the 
appeals  in  the  Land  Court  as  a  matter 
which  required  serious  cooeideration. 
There  were  9,000  appeals  in  the  Appeal 
Court.  Lost  year  the  Government  pro- 
posed to  appoint  additional  Commis- 
sioners; it  was  now  proposed  to  appoint 
two  new  ones.  If  they  had  spare  time 
to  attend  to  other  work,  why  should 
they  not  have  fair  salaries  ?  It  might 
be  found  that  this  Bill  would  not  work 
atall,  and  as  the  Commissioners  would  be 
appointed  for  three  years  those  gentle- 
men might  just  as  well  be  availed  of  for 
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j^ttiDg  rid  of  l,he  block  in  ths  Appeal 
Oourt,  And  yet  the  Government  seemed 
to  Lave  made  up  their  minds  to  prevent 
that  by  reason  of  the  question  of 
salary.  If  the  theory  was  tbat  the  Com- 
miasiouors  got  £3,000  for  going  round 
the  country  hearing  appeals,  those 
now  Commissioners,  if  they  heard 
appeal?,  should  also  get  £3,000.  Even 
though  they  had  undertaken  their  work 
for  £2,000  a-year,  tbe  Bill  should  not 
tie  the  Treasury  up  in  a  hard-and-fast 
way  to  a  certain  amount,  bo  that  it 
would  subsequently  be  necessary  to 
bring  in  an  Act  of  Parliament  to  give 
them  extra  remuneration  if  they  did 
appeal  work.  He  hoped  the  Oovern- 
ment,  while  retaining  this  £2,000  in 
the  Bill  for  the  present,  would  say  that 
they  would  make  some  change  later  on, 
so  that  it  would  not  be  necessary  even- 
tually to  have  to  come  to  Parliament  for 
a  new  Act. 

Colonel  ZING-HASMAN  said,  his 
impression  was  tbat,  if  this  Bill  was  to 
be  worked  successfully,  these  two  Com- 
missioners should  go  about  the  country. 
It  was  much  more  important  that  they 
should  travel  from  place  to  place  visit- 
ing the  tenants  than  that  they  should 
simply  confine  themselves  to  visiting 
large  towns,  indulging  in  the  comforts 
of  the  best  hotels.  He  did  not  want 
the  Qovernment  to  fix  the  salaries. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mb.  8EXT0X  sincerely  hoped  the 
Ooremment  woidd  seriously  consider 
this  question  of  the  intorchanga  of 
duties.  It  must  be  evident  to  every- 
body that  the  Commissioner  who  fised 
fair  rents  ought  not  to  be  the  person 
to  consider  the  parchases  under  those 
rents.  Ho  thought  the  men  who  were 
carrying  out  the  purchases  should  not 
be  the  men  who  fixed  the  fair  rents. 
There  were  two  elements  iu  this  busi- 
ness— fair  rents  and  purchase  money — 
and  each  should  be  under  the  manage- 
ment of  a  different  authority.  He  begged 
to  move  the  omission  of  the  following 
words  from  the  clause  : — 

"  The  Lord  Lieutenant  may  from  time  to 
time  by  order  direct  that  the  additional  mem- 
hera  of  the  Land  Commieaion  appointed  ooder 
this  Act,  or  lucb  member  or  memhen  of  the 
Land  Camtnisaion  as  helhinkafit,>hall  specially 
Hltend  to  the  bnaineaa  impOBed  apoa  the  Land 
CommiBsion  by  this  Act, 

"Ai 
may  ai 


in  carrying  this  Aet  into  effect ;  and  anything 
done  by  him  ahall  be  as  calid  and  effectual  aa  u 
it  were  dono  by  the  Ijind  Commission. 

"  Notvilhatanding  the  appointment  of  addi- 
tional I^nd  Oimmiaaioners  under  this  Act,  any 
matter  or  thing  which  under  the  Land  Lav 
(Ireland)  Act,  1881,  was  required  to  bo  done  by 
three  members  of  the  Land  Commiaaion  silting 
together,  may  be  done  by  any  three  membcra 
sitting  together  ;  and  any  matter  or  thing  which 
might  lawfully  be  done  under  the  said  Act  by 
three  members  or  any  lots  number,  may  still  be 
done  by  any  three  members  or  any  less  number, 
of  the  Ijind  Commission." 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  9,  leave 
out  from  beginning  of  line  33  to  end  of 
line  39.— {Mr.  Sixton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

The  ATTORNEY  QENEEAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  said,  he 
cotild  explain  in  a  very  few  words  the 
object  of  this  part  of  the  clause.  The 
intention  of  the  Government  was  that 
the  two  Commissioners  whose  names 
he  had  read  out  that  night  should  be 
Commissioners  who  should  act  gene- 
rally under  this  Act.  Their  primary 
duty  would  be  under  this  Act ;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  the  Oovernment 
were  not  prepared  to  accept  the  Amend- 
ment  standing  in  the  name  of  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  (Mr.  Walker), 
because  they  considered  it  would  be  too 
hard-and-fast  an  Amendment.  It  might 
at  times  be  necessary  to  make  use  of 
those  Commissioners  as  ordinary  Land 
Commissioners  temporarily.  One  of  the 
ordinary  Commissioners  might,  through 
illness  or  for  some  other  reason,  be 
unable  to  attend  to  his  duties,  and  it 
might  be  desirable  that  one  of  the  new 
Commissioners  should  take  bis  place. 
As  he  said,  the  arrangement  would  only 
be  a  temporary  one.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  might  be  desirable,  in  the  temporary 
absence  of  one  of  the  new  Commis- 
sioners, that  one  of  the  existing  Com- 
missioners should  undertake  his  duties. 
At  the  same  time,  of  course,  the  lines  it 
was  intended  to  go  on  were  those  which 
the  section  laid  down  under  which  the 
duties  imposed  upon  the  new  Commia- 
sioners  would  be  mainly  those  of  this 
Act.  He  did  not  wish  to  draw  that  line 
hard-and-fast,  but  considered  it  de- 
sirable to  give  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
power  from  time  to  time,  as  circum- 
etances  might  arise,  temporarily  to  im- 
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"  The  Land  Commfnioii  aball,  from  time  to 
time,  make  rulea  for  the  purpoie  ol  aMigning  to 
Buch  nddilioD.iI  Cammissionert  the  buaineu  to 
be  so  done  by  thom. 

"  llie  Judicial  ComirisnoDer  nnd  lit.  Com- 
misaioDec  Litton,  or  one  ol  them,  shall  sit  with 
the  taid  addilibnal  ComiDissionerfor  the  purpose 
of  transacting  any  husiaesa  under  thia  Act, 
which  ehnll  not  bo  Bpecially  assigned  to  the  ad- 
ditional Commisaioner. 

"  Notwithstanding  nnj^thinft  liereiahef  ore  con- 
taioed,  any  person  interested  may  apply  that 
any  matter  arisioj;  under  this  Act  maybe  bBard 
and  determined  hy  the  Judicial  Commissiouer 
and  llr.  Commissioner  Litton  or  one  of  them 
Bitting  with  the  additional  CommiBsioners,  and 
thereupon  auch  matter  shall  be  so  beard  and 
detorniiaed  upon  such  termi,  if  any,  as  tb* 
Court  shall  direct." 

He  should  like  the  Ooveroment  to  con- 
sider this  Amendment  before  Beport, 
because  the  questions  the  AmeDdment 
referred  to  would  certainly  be  bb  im- 
portant as  the  hearing  of  appeals.  Whe- 
ther it  would  be  desirable  that  the  Ju- 
dicial OommissioQer  should  ait  with  the 
additional  Gommissioner  for  the  purpose 
of  transacting  bngiaesB  under  the  Act 
would  be  a  matter  for  the  Glovernment 
to  decide. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  vorda 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause," 

The  ATTOKNET  GENERAL  roR 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmeh)  said,  he  did 
propose  to  consider  this  matter  before 
Report,  and  the  reason  Thy  he  did  so 
was  that  he  thought  it  should  be  in  the 
power  of  the  Legal  Commissioner,  if  any 
cguestion  of  law  were  raised,  to  take  part 
in  the  iuTeatigatioD. 

Question  put,  and  agretd  ta. 

Clause,  as  amnnded,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  !8  to  22,  inclusive,  agreed  to. 

Clause  23  (Saving  for  the  Land  Law 
(Ireland)  Act,  1881,  44  &  45  Viet, 
c.  4a). 

Mr.  sexton  drew  aUention  to  the 
wording  of  this  clause.  It  was  as 
follows : — 

''  Xothing  contaioad  in  this  Act  shall  restrict 
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poao  upon  one  or  other  branch  part  of 
the  duties  of  the  other. 

Mr:  sexton  said,  ho  aaw  no  neoeS' 
sity  for  any  provision  for  aiding  the  two 
new  Commissioners  in  the  work  of  pur- 
chase.     The    right  hon.   and    learned 
Qentleman  talked  of  illness;  butgentli 
men  in  receipt  of  £2,000  a-year  had  d 
right  to  get  ill.     If,  when  one  of  them 
did    gat  ill,    the    other  Commissi  oners 
could  carry  out  his  duties,  manifestly 
the  existing  CommiBsionere   wore  a ' 
quale  to  discharge  the  duty  of  purchi 
He  would  ask  the  Government  whether 
they  could  not,  before  Report,  draw  up 
an  Amendment  to  limit  this  interchange 
of  duty  to  work  other  than  that  of  pur- 
chase? 

Mr.  HEALY  said,  that,  as  one  of  the 
Land  Commissioners,  Mr.  Litton,  had 
declared  himself  so  strongly  against 
the  purchase  scheme,  and  bad  protested 
BO  loudly  that  it  would  lead  to  separa- 
tion, he  viewed  with  alarm  any  proposal 
to  allow  the  Land  Commissioners  to  in- 
terfere with  the  working  of  this  Bill.  The 
Committee  could  well  imagine  that  the 
new  Commissioners  might  not  have  suf- 
ficient work  to  occupy  the  whole  of  their 
time,  and  that  they  might  give  assist- 
ance in  getting  rid  of  the  block  of  ap- 
peals ;  but  it  was  not  to  be  expected, 
looking  at  this  block,  that  the  existing 
Land  Commissioners  would  be  able  to 
take  up  the  work  of  either  of  those  new 
officials.  The  new  men  might  be  able 
to  undertake  the  work  of  the  old  men, 
but  he  could  not  think  the  old  meu 
could  undertake  the  work  of  the  new 

T^  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  said,  there 
was  a  great  deal  in  what  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  said,  and  be  would 
promise  to  consider  the  proposal  before 
Report. 

The  chairman  :  Doss  the  hon. 
Member  withdraw  his  Amendment  ? 

Mr.  sexton  :  Yes. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  walker  begged  to  move,  in 
page  9,  to  leave  out  from  line  83  to 
line  31,  inclusive,  and  insert — 

"  The  additional  mcmben  of  the  Land  Com- 
misaion  appointed  UDilur  this  Act  shall  specially 
atlcnd  to  any  husioeas,  not  beiog  businesa  of  a 
judicial  character  imposed  upon  the  Land  Com- 
miBsiou  by  this  Act,  and  anything  so  done  by 
[hem  shall  be  us  valid  and  effectual  as  if  it  wers 
ileno  by  the  I^nd  Comoiission. 


tained  in  this  Act  relative  to  the  making  of 
vesting  ordtra  by  the  Land  Commisaioo  shall 
ent  the  Land  CommisBiou  from  conveying 
isigmnf>  any  land  or  holding  in  the  same 
ner  hb  they  might  have  done  if  thia  Act  had 
been  puBsed." 

He  desired  to  know  the  meaning  of  the 
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words,  "  if  this  Act  liad  not  been 
passed,"  Why  should  not  land  be 
transferred  by  a  vesting  order,  and  why 
should  pownr  be  reserved  for  doing  it 
by  way  of  conveyance  ? 

Thk  attorney  general  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  said,  the 
words  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member 
were  introduced  into  the  clause  because 
it  was  supposed  that,  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances, it  would  be  desirable  to 
resort  to  the  Common  Law  rather  than 
to  vesting  order.  However,  he  would 
consider  before  Report  whether  those 
worda  could  not  be  omitted. 

Clause  agrted  to. 

Clause  24  agreed  to. 

Thb  chief  secretary  (Sir 
William  Habt  Dyke)  said,  that  in  ac- 
oordanoe  with  a  promise  made  earlier 
on  he  now  begged  to  move  the  follow- 
ing new  olauae  after  Clause  2^  : — 

"  Wlierena  certain  leweea  and  tenants  of  the 
Coromiuionen  of  Church  Temporalitiei  in  Ire- 
Innd.  referred  to  in  tho  Snt  panigisph  of  the 
fifth  iub-BcelioQ  of  the  thirty- toiirth  section  of 
'Tho  Iriah  Church  Act,  1869,'  purchiued  par- 
cela  of  Iniid  from  the  CommiseionerB  under  that 
Act.  and  a  part  of  the  purchase  mooey  vaa,  in 
some  casM,  allowed  hy  the  Commiuioneis  to 
remain  outelandiag.  with  interesl  at  the  rate  of 
four  per  ceatam,  and  was  secured  to  the  Com- 
missioners in  some  cases  by  a  simple  mortgage 
of  the  property  sold,  and  in  other  cases  by  a 
deed,  roftirred  to  in  this  section  as  an  '  instal- 
ment mortgage,'  providing  for  the  paymeut  of 
the  principal  sum.  with  interest,  by  an  annuity 
extending  over  a  term  of  years : 

"  And  whereas,  under  '  The  Irish  Church 
Act  Amendment  Act,  1B81,'  tho  Land  Commis- 
aion  are  tho  successors  of  and  stand  in  the  place 
of  the  Commissioaers  of  Church  Temporalitiw 
in  Indand,  so  far  as  regards  luch  porchaBea 
and  deeds  of  mortgage  : 

"  And  it  is  expedient  that  the  following  pro- 
risioni  should  take  effect ;  therefore — 

"  (1.)  The  rate  of  iotereat  made  payable  by 
every  such  simple  mortgage  as  aforesaid 
■hall,  from  and  after  a  day  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  Land  CommisdoD  by  order, 
be  reduced  to  a  rate  of  three  and  one- 
eighth  per  centum. 
"(2.)  Any  person  liable  to  pay  to  tho  Land 
Commission  the  annuity  secured  by  such 
an  inilalment  mortgage  as  aforesaid  may 
make  application  to  the  Land  Commis- 
sion to  accept  payment  of  the  amount 
then  remainiDg  duo  on  the  security  uf 
sach    instalment    mortgage    upon    the 
terms  hereinafter  specilied  :  — 
(a.)  Un  such  applicalion  the  Land  Com- 
misiion  shall  ascertain,  and  by  order 
declare,  the  amount  of  the  piindpal 
money  which  then  remains  on-ing  to 
them  on  tho  security  of  sncb  instal- 
JJi:  Se^toi, 
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ment  mortgage ;  and,  by  the  aamo 
order,  tba  Land  Commission  shall  de- 
clare bow  many  years  (rould-  then 
remain  unexpired  of  a  term  of  forty* 
nine  years,  calcalated  to  commenceon 
the  day  on  which  the  tenn  of  yoara 
commenced  during  which  the  instal- 
ments secured  by  luch  instalment 
mortgage  were  to  continue  payable  ; 
(b.)  The  Land  Commission  shall  accept 
payment  of  the  said  snm,  with  interest 
at  the  rate  of  three  and  one-eighth 
per  cent,  by  half-yearly  instalments 
of  such  amount  as  shall  be  ascertained 
and  declared  by  the  Land  Commissioa 
in  sach  order  to  be  reqaired  to  pay  off 
the  said  sum  with  interest  at  the  rata 
aforesaid,  if  paid  fur  the  residua  then 
oneipired  of  the  said  term  of  forty- 

(o.)  The  payment  of  aacb  initalments  shall 
be  secured  to  the  Land  Commission  by 
deed,  in  such  form  as  they  may  deter- 
mine, which  shall  ba  in  substitution 
for   the   instalment    mortgage,    and 
which  shall  be  exempt   from   stamp 
duty; 
"  (3.)  No  order  shall  tie  made  with  referenn 
to  any  debt  secured  by  a  simple  mort- 
gage unless  alt  interest  on  that  debt  due 
henire  the  making  of  the  order  is  then 
paid  up : 

No  order  shall  be  made  with  reference 
to  any  debt  secured  by  an  instalment 
mortgage,  unless  all  instalments  due 
before  the  making  uf  the  order  are  then 
paid  up ; 
"  [4.)  Nothing  contained  in  thia  section  shaU 
apply  to  any  debt  due  to  the  Land  Com- 
mission in  respect  of  any  purchase  from 
the  Commissioners  of  t^hurch  Tem- 
poralities of  land  held  from  or  under 
them  by  virtue  of  any  lease  for  twenty- 
one  years,  or  for  three  lives  or  twenty- 
one  years,  or  for  lorty  years, or  forthnie 
lires.  referred  to  in  the  last  paragraph 
of  the  said  Gfth  sub-section  of  the  thirty- 
fourth  section  of  "  The  Irish  Church 
Act,  lEGB." 

New  Clause  (Terms  of  repayment  of 
advances  to  tenant  purchasers  under  the 
Irish  Church  Act,)— (.Sir  milium  Hart 
Dyke,)— brought  up,  and  read  the  first 
time. 

Clause  read  a  second  time,  and  added 
to  the  Bill. 

Ms.  SEXTON  said,  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Oentlemau  the  Member  for 
Coun^  Dublin  (Colonel  King-Harman] 
had  placed  the  following  clause  on  the 
Paper: — 

"In  addition  to  the  powers  by  Part  V.  of 
"The  Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1881."  con- 
ferred on  the  Irish  Land  Commission  in  refer- 
ence to  tlie  acquisition  of  land  by  tenants,  the 
following  adcUtional  powers  are  hereby  con- 
fvrr<'d  on  the  said  I^and  Commission : — 
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(a.)  Whera  the  landloid  of  a  holdtog  hu 
tgrevdvEth  ths  tansnt  tb*r«of  who  bit 
obtained  or  shall  hereafter  obtaic  a  statu- 
tory toiin  of  anch  balding  under  the 
ptoTiiioiie  of  '  Tbe  Land  Law  (Irelaitd] 
Act,  I8S1,'  to  make  mch  lee-farro 
grant  ai  hereinaftor  mentioned,  aod 
where  the  Land  Commiuion  haring 
inveatigated  are  aatisf  ed  of  the  title  of 
the  landlord  to  make  such  grant,  the 
Land  Comminion  shall  be  at  liberty  to 
advance  l«tbe  landlord,  or  pay  or  apply 
the  same  in  diecharge  of  incumbrances 
affecting  the  landlord's  eatate  in  the 
holding  or  io  acconlauce  with  the  tnut* 
(if  any)  binding  such  estate,  " 


lord  and  teaont  eiecuting  under  the 
direction  of  the  Land  Commission  a  foo- 
farm  grant  of  the  holding  at  a  fee-farm 
rent  equal  in  amount  to  the  remaining 
moiety  of  the  laid  judicial  rent,  such 
advance  to  be  securwl  by  an  annuity  in 
&vour  of  the  Land  Commistion  for  forty 
nine  years  at  four  pounds  per  centum 
out  of  the  estate  in  fee  farm-under  the 
aaid  grant ; 
(b.)  Should  the  tenant  of  any  such  holding 
neglect  or  refuse  tor  a  period  of  six 
months  after  notice  in  writing  given  to 
him  by  the  landlord  of  his  williognesa 
to  execute  such  a  grant  aa  in  tbe  last 
sub-sectioQ  mentioned,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  Land  Commission  to  advance  to 
the  landlord,  or  pay  or  apply  the  same 
in  the  disoharge  of  incumbranoet  affect- 
ing the  landlord's  estate  in  the  holding 
or  in  accordance  with  the  trusts  (if  any) 
binding  such  estate,  such  sum  as  would 
have  been  sufficieat  to  purchase  one 
oiety  of  such  judicial  rent,  on  the  same 


being  secured  by  alikeannuity  for  forty- 
nine  years  of  four  pounds  per  centum 
out  of  the  estate  and  inUrest  of  the  land- 


lord in  the  holding,  and  upon  the  terms 
that  the  landlord,  on  the  request  of  tbe 
tenant,  shall  at  any  time  within  the  said 
statutory  term  execute  to  the  tenant  a 
fee-farm  grant  at  a  rent  eqool  in  amount 
to  the  remaining  moiety  of  the  said 
judicial  TDDt,  and  in  such  latter  case  and 
on  the  execution  of  such  fee-farm  grant 
by  the  landlord  and  tenant,  the  annuity 
payable  by  tbe  landlord  shall  cease,  and 
shall  bo  transferred  to  the  estate  of  the 
tenant  under  such  fee-farm  grant,  and 
the  period  for  which  the  annuity  shall 
contiaoe  shall  be  for  the  residue  of  the 


Hs  desired  to  know  whether  that  clause 
oould  be  moved  ?  Thia  was  a  Bill  to 
provide  greater  facilities  for  the  sale  of 
land  to  oocupying  tenants  in  Ireland, 
vhereas  this  clause  proposed  the  extea- 
sion  of  44  &  45  VieC.  c.  5,  to  the  oonver- 
sion  of  statutory  tenancies  inlo  fee-farm 
interests.  In  reality,  the  clause  would 
yOL.  ceo.     [third  series.] 


convert  one  form  of  tenancy  into  an- 
other, and  was  not  consistent  with  the 
object  of  the  Bill,  which  was  to  enable 
a  sale  to  take  place  from  one  person  to 
another.  He  submitted  that  the  clause 
was  outside  the  scope  of  the  Bill,  and, 
therefore,  could  not  be  put. 

"SoE  OHAIBliIAN :  I  think  the  point 
raised  by  the  hon.  Qentleman  is  very 
just,  and  that  this  olause  cannot  be 
considered  as  within  the  scope  of  the 
Bill. 

Colonel  KING-H ARMAN  moved  the 
following  new  Clanse  : — 

"  When  the  purchase  money  of  one  moiety 
of  the  judicial  rent  has  been  naid  to  the  land- 
lard  or  applied  in  the  manner  hereinbefore  pro- 
vided, either  on  purchuse  by  the  tenant,  or 
advanctrd  by  the  I^nd  Commission  in  case  of 
refusal  by  the  tenant,  the  unexpired  portion  of 
any  present  statutory  term  shall  be  counted  aa 
part  of  the  forty-niao  years  accessory  to  clear 
off  interest  and  princit^.  At  the  close  of  the 
first  statutory  tenn  it  shall  he  lawful  for  the 
Land  Commission  to  agree  with  the  tenant 
either  that  the  same  rent  shall  continue  for  the 
remainder  of  the  forty-nine  years,  or  that  a 
new  period  of  forty-nine  years  shall  then  com- 
mence at  a  proportionately  reduced  rat«  of 
anaual  payment." 

New  Clause  (Power  to  extend  time 
for  payment), — [Colonel  King-BarmaH,) 
brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Olause  be  read  the  second 

The  attorney  QENEEAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  could  not 
accept  the  clause  for  the  reason  that 
the  estimates  under  the  Settled  Land 
Act  were  not  at  all  suited  to  the  proposed 
provision.' 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

CoLOKEL  KING-HARMAN  moved  the 
following  new  Clause  : — 

"Notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  the 
Idinded  Estates  Coiut  Act.  section  sixty-four, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Land  Commission  to 
invest  in  any  of  the  securities  sanctioned  by 
■The  Settled  I^nd  Act,  1882,'  ths  moneys  by 
•aid  section  sixty-four  directed  to  be  laid  out 
in  purchase  of  land,  or  directed  by  same  section 
to  be  paid  to  trustees." 

New  Clause  (Powers  of  investment 
of  purahase  money  in  oases  of  sales — 
21  &  32  Vio.  c.  72,  s.  M),— {Colonel 
King-Barman,) — brought  up,  and  read 
the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause  be  lead  the  second 
time." 

'"'   ^  D,B,t,zed.yGOOg[e 
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Thr  attorney  general  sob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmbs)  »oid,  this 
clause  seemed  to  be  a  very  reasonable 
one ;  but  he  would  sug^st  that,  instead 
of  oonGniog;  it  to  the  T9th  and  82nd  sec- 
tions of  the  Landed  Estates  Ooort  Act,  it 
should  apply  also  to  tbe  SOtb  and  8Lst 
sections. 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN:  Ib^to 
amend  it  accordingly. 

Question  pot,  and  agrtti  to. 

Amendment  proposed, 

Id  line  6,  after  "  saTenty-miith,"  to  insert 
"  eightieth  and  eighty-flrrt." — {Cabmil  Sing. 
Sarman.) 

QneadoD,  "  Tliat  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  agrttd  to. 

Sia  WALTER  B.  BAETTELOT  pro- 
posed the  following  new  Clause : — 

"  Where  the  landlord  and  tenant  of  an;r'iold- 
ingr  agree  to  labetitote  a  tenure  in  perpetaity 
or  fee-form  grant,  accompanied  bj  a  Euing 
doim  of  rent,  aa  in  lectiDn  twenty -four  (h)  of 
•The  Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act.  1881,'  for  s 
complete  sale  and  porchase  under  the  provieioDB 
of  thie  Act,  then  the  whole  of  auch  fine  to  he 
paid  to  the  landlord  Bball  be  advanced  to  the 
tenant  npon  the  aame  terma  as  to  repayment  aa 
•re  provided  by  CUuse  foor  of  this  Act." 

Mtt.  SEXTON:  I  think.  Sir,  this 
clause  comes  under  the  Rule  of  Order 
you  decided  just  now. 

Ths  chairman  said,  the  clause 
oould  not  be  put. 

Mb.  walker  moved  the  following 
new  Clause : — 

"  The  Laud  CommistioD  ahall  have  power  at 
any  time  to  apportion  any  incombnmce  or  annual 
cluirge  aSeoting  the  estate  or  holding  sold  or 
the  porahaae-money  thereof,  and  to  commute 
to  any  capital  sum  or  value,  to  any  amount 
they  may  under  all  the  circumataccet  think 
reasonable,  any  incumbrance  or  annual  charge 
or  any  apportioned  nut  ther«al  affecting  the 
estate  or  nolding  sola  or  the  porchase-money 
thereof,  and  may  make  any  payment  based 
upon  such  apportionment,  eommntatioD,  or 
valoation." 

He  wished  this  clause  to  be  inserted 
after  Clause  1 0.  The  object  of  it  was  to 
enable  the  Land  Commission  to  commute 
any  inoumbranoe  or  annual  charge  on 
an  estate. 

New  Clause  (Appor^onment  and 
commutation  oE  annual  charge), — {Mr. 
Walker,)— brought  iif>,  and  read  the  first 
time. 

Motion  made,  and  Qnestion  proposed, 
'I  That  the  Clanao  be  read  the  second 
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Thb  ATTORNBT  general  por 
IRELAND  (Ur.  Holmes)  said,  it  would 
be  impossible  to  acce|it  this  clause.  Such 
a  thing  would  be  entirely  new  matter  in 
law.  Ab  a  rule,  incumbrances  had  been 
brought  about  by  the  lending  of  money 
on  an  entire  estate,  and  it  would  be 
difficult,  if  not  unfair,  in  certain  cases, 
to  split  it  up  into  several  sums.  Tha 
Government  had  considered  that  fact 
very  carefully.      There  was  already  a 

Cision  in  the  Bill,  taken  fktm  the 
ded  Estates  Court  Act,  allowing  a 
certain  portion  to  be  commuted  for  a 
certain  sum,  and  he  did  not  think  thej 
could  go  further  than  that. 
Clause,  by  leave,  leithdraum. 

Mb.  walker  said,  he  be^ed  to 
move,  as  a  new  clause,  the  follow- 
ing:— 

"The  word  'tenant'  shall  ineluds  a  tenant 
holding  under  a  fee-farm  grant." 

New  Clause  (Definition),  —  (Mr, 
fTalktr,') — broitght  up,  and  read  the  first 
time. 

Tub  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  :  I  think  that 
is  fair  and  reasonable;  only  I  would 
suggest  that  the  second  reaiung  should 
not  be  moved,  and  instead  of  beins; 
brought  up  as  a  new  clause,  it  should 
be  incorporated  in  the  Definition  Clause 
on  Report. 

Clause,  by  leave,  toitAdraum. 

Mb.  T.  a.  DICKSON  begged  to  move 
the  insertion  of  the  following  Clause:— 

"  A  tenant  shall,  for  the  purposes  olthis  Act, 
be  deemed  to  be  in  occnpation  of  his  holding, 
notwithatanding  that  he  may  have  euh-Iet  any 
part  or  parts  Uieraof,  provided  the  Ldnd  Com- 
misaion  Bhslldeemsuch  sub-letting  to  be  reason- 
able, having  regard  to  the  proportion  which  the 
portion  of  the  holding  so  sub-let  beare  to  the 
entire  of  the  holding,  and  also  to  Uie  other  dr- 
onmstanoat  of  the  case. 

"  Clerks  and  ofAoen  in  the  employment  of 
the  Land  Commissiou  shall  be  entitled  to  saeli 
oompensatioa  or  superannoation  allawanoe  as  ia 
provided  in  the  oase  of  persons  sarviiig  in  tha 
permanent  civil  sarvioe  of  the  State;  and  in  esti- 
mating suchsupenuiQuationallowanDe,  the  time 
(if  any)  ^lent  by  such  officers,  dsrka,  or  other 
persons   in    the   employment  of   the  OhunJi 

Temponlitisa  " i—i~  .>..ii  ».-  •-■ —  ;-".- 

account. " 


ision  shall  be  ♦■■Vti  into 


There  were  many  cases  where  Bab-letting> 
was  neoeasary;  and  he  maintained  that 
if  this  clause  wore  not  accepted,  a  num- 
ber of  purchases  which  would  otherwise 
be  efi'ected  would  fall  through.     The 
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cUnse  wonld  giTe  power  to  the  Land 
CommiasioiiBn  to  Bdjndioate  as  to  whe- 
ther sub-letting  was  fair  and  reasonable 
or  not.  He  hoped  the  GoTemment 
wonld  aooept  the  proposal,  and  assured 
them  that  if  they  did  not,  it  would  have 
an  unfortunate  effect  npoa  the  working 
of  the  Act. 

New  Clanse  (Sub-letting  not  to  dis- 
qualify tenantpurchaaing), — (3fr.  T.  A. 
hichon,) — Irought  up,  and  read  the  first 
time. 

The  OHAIRUAN  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber cannot  move  the  second  portion  of 
hta  clause ;  it  wonld  aeoeedtate  a  grant 
of  public  money. 

Uotion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Olause  be  read  the  second 

time." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Ur.  Holkes)  said,  he  could 
not  accept  the  clause,  as  it  seemed  to 
him  contrary  not  only  to  the  policy  of 
this  Act,  but  to  the  policy  of  other 
Acta.  The  object  was  to  give  a  tenant 
in  occupation  the  power  of  working  his 
land. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  How  much  of  this 
is  to  be  taken  as  one  clause  F  There  are 
two  paragraphs,  but  there  is  only  one 
title. 

Question  put,  and  tugalivfd. 

Colonel  NOLAN  begged  to  more  the 
iasertion  of  the  following  Olause : — 

"  Any  owner  may  enter  into  »n  sgreement 
with  one  ot  moje  of  his  leDanla  to  let  to  bim  or 
them  a  portioa  or  the  whole  of  any  grata  or 
mountain  farm  conditionally  on  the  Land  Com- 
miisioDera  approving  of  the  eolo  of  anch  land  to 
■noh  tenant  cit  tensntai  and,  ahould  the  Com- 
missionera  appiore  of  this  agreement,  the 
tenant  oTtonants  will  be  conajdered  the  occupy- 
ing tenaDto  of  each  land  for  the  purpoces  of  this 
Act. 

"  The  Commisrionen  may  make  rules  to  en- 
able tenant*  to  be  treated  as  the  occnpying 
tenants  ot  a  grau  or  mountain  (arm  whioh  the 
landlord  may  wish  to  sell  to  them." 

The  object  of  this  clauso  was  to  enable 
the  landlord  when  he  was  selline  to,  say, 
20  tenants,  to  say  that  he  would  let  to 
them  a  portion  or  the  whole  of  any 
graaa  or  mountain  farm,  ou  the  Land 
Commissioners  approving,  in  addition  to 
their  holdings,  and  let  them  come  under 
the  Act.  At  the  present  moment  a  great 
number  of  people  ia  Mayo  and  Galway 
were  thinking  more  about  this  than  any- 
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thing  else,  and  in  those  districts  there 
would  be  much  more  agitation  on  this 
subject  than  with  regard  to  the  occupa- 
tion of  holdings.  At  present,  most  of 
these  tenants  bad  five  or  six  acres ;  but 
if  they  were  to  be  able  to  get  the  benefit 
of  this  Bill,  they  would  increase  tbem  to 
10  or  12.  It  might  be  said  that  a 
landlord  could  exercise  those  powers 
without  such  a  clause  as  this — that  he 
could  divide  a  grass  farm  amongst  his 
tenants  and  bring  them  under  the  Bill. 
But  that  would  be  so  difficult  that  the 
landlord  would  not  do  it,  because  the 
result  would  be  that  he  would  have 
given  them  a  grass  farm  at  a  high  rent, 
and  tbey  would  not  give  it  back  again  to 
him.  What  he  wanted  to  do  was  this — 
to  enable  the  landlord  to  say,  "I  will  let 
you  a  grass  farm  on  condition  tbo  pur- 
chase is  completed."  He  believed  that 
wonld  be  a  great  advantage  in  the  West 
of  Ireland,  and  would  cause  a  great 
many  sales  which  otherwise  would  not 
take  place.  He  hoped  the  Qovernment 
would  see  their  way  to  adopt  it. 

New  Clause  (Purchase  of  grass  farms), 
— {Colonel Nolan,)— hrought  up,  and  read 
the  first  time." 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Clause  be  read  the  second 
time." 

Tot  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holubs)  said,  he  was 
not  quite  sure  whether  be  fully  under- 
stood the  clause  thut  had  been  put  upon 
the  Table.  It  seemed  to  htm  there 
ought  to  be  no  anxiety  about  the  matter. 
If  the  landlord  chose  to  sell  a  grass 
farm  to  a  tenant  from  year  to  year,  he 
could  do  so,  and,  therefore,  as  he  tinder- 
stood  it,  the  clause  was  wholly  unne- 
cessary. If  it  meant  anything  more 
thau  he  understood,  he  could  not  ac- 
cept it. 

Cdlokbl  NOLAN  said,  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  would  be  mak- 
ing a  great  mistake  if  he  did  not  accept 
it.  \Ltmght«r.'\  Hon.  Members  might 
laugh ;  but  be  oould  assure  them  that 
if  bo  attended  any  public  meetinga  in 
Ireland,  this  was  the  subject  he  should 
ring  most  loudly.  There  could  be  no 
doubt  that  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  thoroughly  understood  the 
question.  The  people  saw  these  grass 
farms,  and  they  wished  to  have  them. 
They  were  willing  to  pay  the  value, 
and  why  the  Govemment  should  draw 
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their  Bill  bo  as  to  shut  them  out  he 
could  not  UDderataud.  The  clause 
merely  n  form  to  enable  the  landlords 
to  hand  over  the  ^ass  fanna,  and  there 
was  no  interierenoe  with  property  in  it. 
It  might  be  said  that  these  grass  farms 
did  not  exist;  but  that  was  not  the 
ease — there  were  a  great  many  all  about 
Galway.  and  Mayo.  Under  his  pro- 
posal, at  the  time  a  sale  was  effeoted, 
a  landlord  would  be  able  to  increase 
his  tenant's  holding  very  considerably. 
If  the  right  bon.  and  learned  Qentle- 
man  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
objected  to  the  wording  of  the  clause, 
he  had  not  the  slightest  objection  to  let 
him  draft  it  himself. 

Mb.  OBAY  said,  the  object  of  the 
Amendment  was  Tory  properly  to  en- 
able the  landlord  to  increase  the  ten- 
ant's holding  at  the  time  of  sale,  and 
the  landlord  would  be  enabled  to  take 
baok  the  land  in  the  event  of  the  sale 
falling  through.  In  the  Tramways  Aot 
there  was  a  provision  for  the  taking  of 
land  and  its  re-sale  to  the  tenant — some- 
thing very  like  the  present  proposal. 
Some  tenants  might  nave  holdings  so 
small  and  so  poor  that  the  sale  to  them 
would  really  be  of  no  benefit,  and  the 
landlord  might  have  land  upon  his 
hands  which  he  would  be  willing  to 
divide  amongst  his  tenants  for  the  pur- 
pose of  sale,  hut  which  he  was  not  able 
to  give  them  if  they  were  to  remain  his 
tenants.  There  was  no  means  of  pro- 
viding in  the  Bill  as  it  stood  that  the 
landlord  should  make  the  additional 
oontraot  with  an  existing  tenant  to  in- 
crease his  holding  if  a  sale  was  effected. 
There  was  no  doubt  that  this  new  clause 
would  be  exceedingly  desirable  in  the 
West  of  Ireland.  Of  oourse,  if  it  were 
considered  desirable,  the  phraseology 
night  be  improved.  He  thought  that 
where  a  landlord  was  willing  to  sell, 
and  a  tenant  was  willing  to  buy,  there 
was  no  reason  why  there  should  not  be 
an  enlargement  of  the  tenant's  holding. 
It  would  be  well  for  the  Government 
to  consider  Uiis  matter,  with  a  view  to 
relieve  oongeetion  in  certain  parts  of 
tbo  country,  and  to  enable  tenants  to 
get  holdings  of  suffloient  size  to  keep 
them  comfortably. 

Mr.  sexton  said,  that  unless  some- 
thing was  done  to  meet  this  oase,  the 

Aot,  instead  of  being  a  benefit  to  the  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
poor  people  of  the  West,  would  leave  to  give  information ;  but  the  difficulty 
tbem  worse  off  than  they  were  before,    of  acceding  to    "^  *    ' 
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He  hoped  that  on  Beport  the  Oovem- 
ment  would  introduce  words  tending  in 
the  direotiou  desired. 

8iK  JOSEPH  M'KENNA  dewrod  to 
express  his  approval  of  the  olause  pro- 
posed by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man (Colonel  Nolan).  Many  landlords 
wishing  to  make  the  best  of  their 
grass  land,  would  be  veiy  willing  to 

Jarcel  it  out  to  their  tenants.  He  (Sir 
oseph  M'Kenna)  hoped  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  would  see  his  way 
to  accept  the  principle  of  this  clause, 
and  bring  up  on  Beport  a  clause  of  his 
own.  If  he  did  that,  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  would  confer  a 
great  benefit  upon  the  smaller  tenantry 
of  the  West  of  Ireland. 

Ma.  HEIALY  said,  some  provision  of 
this  character  was  required  ;  and,  there- 
fore, he  trusted  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  would  confer  with  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  (Colonel  Nolsn)  on 
the  subject. 

The  ATTOHNEY  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  was  afraid 
he  would  only  be  misleading  the  Oom- 
mittee  if  he  said  he  would  consider  this 
subject  by  Report.  He  did  not  see  how 
they  could  adopt  the  clause  of  the  hon. 
and  gsllant  Gentleman  without  altering 
entirely  the  scope  and  character  of  the 
Bill.  , 

QuOBtion  put,  and  tugattvtd. 

Schedule. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed. 
That  this  be   the   Schedule  of   the 
BiU." 

Mb.  SINCLAIR  thought  it  would  be 
well  to  have  a  second  Schedule,  showing 
separately  the  amount  of  prinoipal  and 
interest  payable  in  each  conBecutiveyear. 
It  would  be  of  advantage,  inasmuch  as 
it  would  serve  to  do  away  with  the  mis- 
oonoeptiDn  which  did  exist  in  Ireland 
that  paymenta  of  this  kind  were  pay- 
ments of  rent,  instead  of  principal  and 
interest. 

Mb.  sexton  thought  the  sugges- 
tioB  of  the  hon.  Qentleman  a  very  good 

The  chief  SECBETAEY  (Sir  W. 
Habt  Dtxb)  thought  there  would  be 
some  difficulty  in  drafting  another  Sche- 
dule now.      There  was  every  possible 


I  suggestion  of  the 

CooqIc 
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aimed,  not  so  much  at  g;enuin9  glpsieB, 
as  at  people  nho  pretended  to  be  gipsiee 
— people  who  were  a  gre&t  aimoTBiics 
to  those  amongst  whom  they  lived,  and 
people  who  lived,  to  a  great  extent,  hf 
spoil.  He  happened  to  sit  on  the  Select 
Committee  on  the  Caoal  Boats  Aoi ;  and 
judging  bj  what  he  heard  in  the  Com- 
mittee, and  what  he  had  heard  since  as 
to  the  habits  of  ^psies,  ha  thought  a 
measure  of  this  kind,  which  would  au- 
thorize the  Looal  Government  Board  to 
provide  for  the  better  inspection  of 
moveable  dwellings,  and  for  Xhe  educa- 
tion of  the  cbildreo  who  were  brought 
up  in  those  dwellings,  was  calculated  to 
do  the  greatest  possible  service  to  the 

feople  themselves.  Furthermore,  he 
elieved  the  operation  of  a  Bill  of  this 
sort  would  be  greatly  welcomed  by  the 
people  of  the  districts  infested  by  per- 


QuestioQ  put,  and  ngrtti  to. 

Bill  r«porUi,  with  Amendments;  as 
amended,  to  be  considered  To-morroie. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS  BILL. 

(Jfr.  Di>>y,  Mr.  hUut,  Mr.  Burt,  Mr.   Warleit, 

Mr.  SnadAurH.) 

[bill  239.}    SEooNQ  sEAnnta. 

Order  for  Second  Heading  read. 

Mr.  DIQBY  said,  this  was  a  Bill  to 
provide  for  the  registration  and  regula- 
tion of  travelling  vans  and  other  veMoles 
used  as  abodes.  The  House  had,  in  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Bill, 
acknowledged  the  principle  that  travel- 
ling vane  used  as  bouses  by  gipsies  and 
others  should  be  subjected  to  certain 
sanitary  regulations.  This  Bill  want 
further;  it  dealt  with  educational  mat- 
ters, and  it  contained  provisions  to  pre- 
vent infection  beiug  carried  by  these 
moveable  dwellings  from  one  part  of 
the  country  to  another.  The  measure 
was  framed  on  the  lines  of  the  Canal 
Boats  Aot,  the  provisions  of  which  he 
thought  might  very  fairly  be  made 
applicable  to  travellinff  vans.  Hebegged 
to  propose  that  the  Bill  be  now  le^  a 
second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — (ifr,  Ih^iy.) 

Mr.  HEALY  said,  he  opposed  the 
Bill  on  the  first  reading ;  and  as  far  as 
he  could  see  his  objections  had  not  been 
removed  by  anything  which  occurred 
between  then  and  now.  Unfortunately, 
the  block  of  the  hon.  Qentleman  the 
Member  for  Cavan  [Mr.  Biggar)  bad 
lapsed ;  but  as  it  would  be  quite  easy  to 
block  the  next  stage,  he  (Mr.  Healy) 
need  not  go  into  the  merits  of  the  Bill. 
It  was  well  to  point  out,  however,  that 
while  this  legislation  would  harass 
^peies,  the  Bill  did  not  propose  any 

Senalties  for  non-registration.  Seeing 
latin  future  gipsies  wouIdprobablyhavE 
votes  and  be  able  to  return  Bepresenta- 
tives  to  Parliament,  he  thought  the  hon. 
Qentleman  would  do  well  not  to  press 
the  Bill. 

Mb.  KENNY  said,  he  was  sorry  to 
disagree  with  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  (Ur.  Eealy).  The  Bill  was  cal- 
culated to  do  very  good  servico,  being 


the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Monoghan  (Mr.  Healy) 
missed  was  to  be  found  in  the  Canal 
Boats  Act,  which  was  intended  to  be  in- 
oorporated  in  the  Bill.  He  thought  the 
House  might  allow  the  principle  of  the 
Bill  to  be  affirmed. 

Motion  agrtti  t». 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  eommittttt 
for  To-morreu. 

Ma.  HEALY  pave  Notice  that,  on 
going  into  Committee,  he  should  move 
tjiat  eve^  dwelling  bo  r^^istered  should 
entitle  the  person  ocoupyiog  it  to  a 
vote. 


HOUSE     OF     LOEDS, 
Tneiday,  lltk  Jugmt,   1885. 
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per  head  per  day  for  the  present  pay- 
ment— in  short,  that  they  abould  have 
25  gallons  for  the  eame  price  they  had 
agreed  to  pay  for  20.  He  contended 
that  if  the  townships  wished  to  increaae 
their  water  supply,  they  should  have 
come  to  their  Lordships'  Houso  with  a 
Bill  for  the  purpose.  They  did  not  do 
that ;  but  in  a  Bill  promoted  for  a  totally 
different  purpose — for  the  purpose  of 
assessing  the  population — and  in  a  Bill 
which  the  Oorporation  had  a  perfect 
right  to  promote,  a  clause  was  brought 
forward  in  the  House  of  Lords  which 
had  never  been  mooted  in  the  Commons, 
seeking  to  benefit  the  townships  by 
giving  them  this  additional  five  gallons 
of  water  per  head.  He  hoped  their 
Lordships  would  not  insist  upon  the 
Amendment,  which  was  only  carried  by 
a  majority  of  2  on  Friday  last. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Hoiue  do  not  insist 
upon  their  Amendment  to  which  the 
Commons  have  disagreed." — {Th*  Mar^ 
queu  of  Wattrford.) 

Lord  ELPHINSTONE  said,  be 
wished  to  point  out  to  their  Lord^ps 
that  the  subject  had  been  before  them 
three  times.  It  would  be  remembered  that 
when  he  (Lord  Elphinstone)  first  moved 
the  clause  whioh  was  the  subject  of  die* 
cussion,  he  had  been  defeated  by  a  ma- 
jority of  1.  On  the  following  night  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  opposite  (Lord 
Fitzgerald)  brought  forward  the  Amend- 
ment again,  and  carried  it  by  a  majority 
of  2.  It  then  went  down  to  the  House 
of  OomuLons,  where  it  was  rejected,  and 
the  Bill  WAS  sent  back  from  that  House 
with  the  BeasODs  of  the  Commona  ia 
disagreeing  to  the  clause.  It  was  sug- 
gested that,  because  it  had  been  rejected 
by  the  House  of  Commons,  therefore 
their  Lordships  should  be  content  to  eee 
it  struck  out  of  the  Bill.  He  (Lord 
ElphiDstone]  oould  not  accept  that  doc- 
trine, for  the  logical  condusion  of  it 
would  be  that  their  Lordships  would 
have  to  accept  every  Private  Bill  that 
oame  from  the  Lower  House  without 
alteration.  Now,  in  this  case,  the  ex- 
pense of  referring  the  Bill  to  a  Select 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords  had 
been  incurred.  Five  of  their  Lordships 
had  sat  to  consider  the  Bill,  and  with 
the  greatest  patience  they  had  listened 
to  all  the  arguments  for  the  Corporation 
and  the  townships.  Both  sides  had 
beea  bronght  before  them,  uid  Asj 


Commons'  Beasons  for  disagreeing  to 
one  of  the  Ameodments  made  by  the 
Lords  eontidtred  (according  to  Order). 

The  Marotoss  of  WATERFOHD,  in 
explanation,  said,  that  the  Commons 
disagreed  to  the  insattion  of  the  follow- 
ing Clause : — 

"  For  the  purpOM  of  the  eighth  section  of  the 
Dublin  Corporation  Waterworks  and  Fire  Bri- 
gads  ProTinoDsl  Order,  1871,  the  itatatabls  or 
contract  allowance  of  water  to  the  townships 
mentioDed  in  that  section  ebsU  be  deemed  to  be 
twentf-flre  gallons  pec  head  per  day  instead 
of  twenty  ^dlooa  per  head  per  day  as  pro- 
Tided  by  the  Acta  in  that  aeotion  mentioned, 
relating  to  those  townships  respectively ." 
The  Commons'  Seasons  for  disagreeing 
were — 

"I.  Becansethe Amendment altentheqnan- 
titv  of  water  to  he  supplied  to  the  townships  by 
.Dd  Aole  of  Parliament,  with. 
JQg  any  provision  tor  an  inoreMed  pay- 
ment by  the  townships. 

"  2.  Became  the  Amendment  is  not  germane 
to  these  Provisional  Orders,  which  only  supply 
a  legal  basis  for  ascertaining  the  population  of 
the  townships." 

He  would  now  move  that  their  Lord- 
ships do  not  insist  on  the  Amendment 
they  had  made  in  the  Bill ;  and,  in  doing 
so,  he  must  decidedly  say  that  the 
Amendment  of  the  House  of  Lords  had 
been  sprung  on  their  Iiordabips'  House 
at  the  last  moment  by  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  opposite  (Lord  Fitzgerald) 
inamannerwhieh  was  hardly  fair.  The 
matter  bad  been  before  them  on  several 
occasions,  and  it  was  of  a  very  simple 
character,  and  the  Beasons  of  the  Com- 
mons for  disagreeing  to  what  had  been 
done  at  the  instance  of  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  put  the  whole  thing  in  a 
most  clear  and  definite  light.  This 
Provisional  Order  Bill  was  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  assf^ssing  the  popu- 
lation of  the  townships  near  Dublin, 
and  the  Committee  of  their  Lordships' 
House — though  in  the  Committee  Boom 
itself  they  had  arrived  at  a  different 
conclusion — were  anxious  to  put  into 
the  measure  a  clause  allowing  the  town- 
ships five  gallons  of  water  per  head  per 
day  more  than  they  received  at  present, 
and  than  they  had  any  right  under  their 
Local  Acts  to  ask  for.  It  might  be 
right  that  the  townships  should  have  25, 
30,  or  35  gallons  of  water — that  question 
he(the  Marquessof  Waterford)  would  not 
gointo;  but  theqnestion  was  whether  they 
were  right  in  trying  to  force  from  the 
Oorporation  of  Dublin  five  gallona  more 
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had  carefallj  weighed  all  the  argnmenls. 
The  nohle  Marqueaa  (the  Marqueae  of 
Waterford),  on  theother  hand,  had  only 
heard  one  side  oi  the  caBe—namely,  that 
of  the  Corporatioii  of  Dublin.  Whilst 
he  (Lord  Elphinatone)  had  listened  to 
the  apeeoh  of  the  noble  Uarquess,  if  he 
had  shut  hie  eyes,  he  could  have  ima- 
gined himself  back  in  the  Committee 
Boom  listening  to  the  counsel  for  the 
Corporation.  Could  the  noble  Marquess 
know  as  much  about  the  matter  as  the 
Uembere  of  the  Committee,  who  had 
devoted  1 6  hours  to  its  investigation  ? 
It  was  not  possible.  The  Committee 
had  recommended  —  they  even  now 
unanimoualy  reeommended — their  Lord- 
ships to  accept  the  Amendment.  If  it 
were  rejected,  they  would  simply  be 
handing  over  the  small  town^ps, 
bouud  band-and-foot,  to  the  tender 
metoies  of  the  Dublin  Corporation. 
They  would  require  each  township  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  itself,  which  they  were 
not  in  a  position  to  do,  for  such  a  course 
of  procedure  would  entail  great  expense ; 
and,  beyond  that,  the  Authorities  of  the 
townships  were  not  entitled  to  tax  the 
ratepayers  with  the  expense  of  bringing 
forwa^  a  Bill  in  Parliament.  In  the 
interest  of  the  small  townships,  there- 
fore, he  would  ask  them  to  adhere  to 
the  Amendment  carried  by  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  opposite  (Lord  Fitz- 
gerald) on  Friday  night. 

LoaD  FXTZQEHALD,  in  rising  to 
move,  as  an  Amendment,  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Committee  to  confer  with  the 
Commons  on  the  subject  of  this  differ- 
ence, Bud,  he  most  emphatically  denied 
that  he  had  sprung  a  mine  upon 
the  House  on  Friday,  and  also,  as 
had  been  charged  against  him  in  some 
of  the  newspapers,  that  he  was  a  resi- 
dent in  one  of  the  townshijss,  or  was 
interested  in  this  question  u  any  per- 
sonal manner  whatever.  He  declared 
that  he  had  been  induced  to  take  action 
in  regard  to  the  Bill  by  representations 
made  to  him  from  Dublin,  and  he 
strongly  protested  against  the  noble 
Marquess  opposite  (the  Marquess  of 
Waterford)  having  thrown  the  weight 
of  the  Government  into  the  scale  agaiast 
the  townships,  and  having  actually  sent 
out  a  Qovernment  Whip  to  sustain  the 
Motion  against  the  Amendment.  That 
was  not  a  loir  mode  of  proceeding.  The 
Bill  was  a  private  one ;  and  a  conflict 
between  the  Corporation  and  the  town- 


ships was  a  matter  in  which  the  Govern- 
ment should  not  have  interfered,  for  it 
was  contrary  to  Constitutional  practice. 
The  Corporation  sought  to  get  certain 
advantages  for  itself,  and  the  town- 
ships, in  like  manner,  sought  advan- 
tages for  themselves,  which  otherwise 
they  could  only  obtain  by  coming  to 
Parliament  for  Local  Acts  at  an  enor- 
mous expense,  which  there  were  no  local 
funds  to  de&ay.  Ke  maintained  that 
it  was  not  in  accordance  with  the  prao- 
tice  of  the  House  that  the  Government 
should  throw  its  weight  into  the  scale 
in  such  a  matter  as  this  without  ex- 
plaining the  reasons  for  it.  In  neither 
House  of  Parliament  had  he  ever  known 
such  a  course  to  be  pursued.  The 
townships,  he  would  point  out,  were 
struggling  for  a  larger  supply  of  water 
for  health  and  sanitary  purposes,  and 
their  aspirations  seemingly  were  to  be 
rendered  hopeless  by  the  Government 
issuing  a  whip  and  calling  its  sup- 
porters to  oppose  them.  In  face  of  the 
serried  ranks  of  the  Government  op- 
posite, he  would  Empeal  to  the  noble 
Viscount  opposite  (Viscount  Cranbrook), 
with  whose  fairness  he  was  familiar, 
who  said  what  he  thought  and  thought 
what  ho  said,  as  to  whether  it  was  the 
usual  course  in  Parliament  for  the  Go- 
vernment to  take  one  side  in  reference 
to  a  Private  Bill  and  overwhelm  the 
other  side  ?  Apart  from  that  question, 
he  very  much  doubted  whether  the  pro- 
per course  of  dealing  with  the  Bill  had 
been  adopted.  The  Bill  was  sent  back 
to  the  House  of  Commons  with  two 
Amendments;  and  ha  bad  always 
tbought  that  when  a  Bill  was  referred 
back  in  that  way,  it  was  customary  to 
put  it  before  the  Committee  which  had 
originally  considered  it,  in  order  to  get 
their  opinion  of  the  Amendment.  That 
course  had  not  been  followed.  How- 
ever, he  supposed  it  was  for  their  Lord- 
ships to  assume  that,  whatever  the 
House  of  Commons  had  done,  they  had 
done  according  to  their  rights.  Li  the 
ordinary  course,  when  the  Commons' 
Beasous  for  disagreeing  with  the  Lords' 
Amendment  were  sent  up  to  the  House 
of  Lords,  a  Committee  should  have  been 
appointed  to  confer  with  the  Lower 
House  to  see  if  some  line  could  not  be 
laid  down  upon  which  oonflioting  opi- 
nions could  be  reconciled.  Then,  again, 
the  "Reasons"  themselves  were  open 
to  grave  discussion.    The  first  was  not 

oogic 


Lord  FiU^trald 


tween  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament, 
lie  (Lord  Aehboume)  eatd  that  a  Con- 
ference vaB  an  antique  and,  though 
Conetitattonal,  obsolete  piece  of  ma- 
chinery. He  was  not  aware  that  there 
had  been  any  aucli  Conference  for  many 
years.  In  ISBl,  when  there  were  gnte 
differences  of  opinion  between  the  two 
Houses  on  the  subject  of  the  Irish  Land 
Bill,  and  when  the  tension  was  at  its 
highest,  he  had  thoug^ht  that  it  would 
be  necessary  to  resort  to  the  machineiy 
of  a  Conference.  He  was  told,  however, 
at  the  time,  that  Conferences  bad  fallen 
into  disuse.  He  could  not,  therefore, 
treat  it  as  other  than  an  interesting  sug- 
gestion, when  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  opposite  (Lord  Fitzgerald]  came 
forward  and  graTely  put  it  to  their  Lord- 
ships that,  in  the  matter  of  the  supply 
of  five  gallons  of  water  to  the  popida- 
tion  of  certain  townships,  that  almost 
obsolete  Constitutional  machinery  should 
be  revlTed.  He  would  further  call  their 
Lordships'  attention  to  the  fact  that  this 
Amendment    had    not  come  from  the 
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really  a  reason  why  the  Amendment 
should  not  be  assented  to,  but  ratht 
reason  why  a  Conference  should  take 
place,  to  endeavour  to  draw  some  line 
between  the  extra  water  which  should 
be  allowed  the  townships  free,  and 
that  for  which  they  should  be  called 
to  pay.  The  next  "  Iteason "  was  a 
mistake.  The  FroTisional  Orders  did 
a  great  deal  more  than  was  there  sug- 
gested. He  thought  that  if  their  Lord- 
i^ips  examined  the  Keport  of  the  Com- 
mittes  and  the  evidence  taken  before 
them  in  their  Lordships'  House,  they 
would  say  that  the  noble  Harquess  had 
no  right  to  complain  of  having  been 
taken  by  surprise  in  the  matter,  and 
that  he  (Lord  Fitigerald)  was  perfectly 
justified  in  moving  the  Motion  he  would 
now  make. 

Lord  WAVENEY  seconded  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment  movtd, 

To  loave  ont  aU  the  words  after  ("  That "), 
and  iniert  ["  this  Hoiige,  inBiating  on  iti  Amend- 
ment, do  now  proceed  to  appoint  a  Committee 
to  meet  end  confer  with  a.  Committee  of  the 
Ooaimona").—(TA«  Lord  FitiGtrali.) 

The  lord  CHANCELLOE  op  IBE- 
LAMD  (Lord  Ashbodrkbi)  said,  that 
this  question  between  the  Corporation 
of  Dublin  and  the  townships  had  been 
raised  almost  to  the  dignity  of  a  great 
Constitutional  question  by  Uie  speech  of 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  (Lord  Fitz- 
gerald]. That  noble  and  learned  Lord 
had  commenced  byezplaining  to  their 
Lordships  that  he  had  no  personal  in- 
terest in  this  matter,  and  was  not  actu- 
ated by  any  private  motive  In  the  action 
he  was  taking.  But  no  one  would,  for 
a  moment,  suppose  that  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  had  taken  action  in  the 
matter  from  other  than  a  deep  sense  of 
what  appeared  to  him  to  be  right.  As 
to  the  reason  why  his  noble  Friend  (the 
Marquess  of  Waterford)  had  taken  up 
the  opposition  to  the  claim  of  the  town- 
ships, he  (Lord  Ashbourne)  would  re- 
mind their  Lordships  that  the  noble 
Marquess  had  charge  of  all  Provi* 
sional  Order  Bills  in  that  House  as 
representing  the  Irish  Local  Government 
Board,  before  whom  all  Provisional 
Order  Bills  came  to  be  examined  \  and  it 
was  because  the  Irish  Local  Qovernment 
Board  were  opposed  to  this  Amendment 
that  the  noble  Marquess  had  opposed 
it.  With  reference  to  the  suggestion 
that  there  should  be  a  Conference  be- 


the  townships  to  suggest  the  course 
which  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  oppo- 
site supported — but  it  had  been  suggested 
by  the  noble  Duke  opposite  (the  Duke 
of  Marlborough]  and  his  Colleagues  on 
the  House  of  Lords'  Committee,  who 
had  thought  that  it  would  be  a  eourse 
satisfactory  to  the  townships,  and  worthy 
of  the  consideration  of  the  Dublin  Cor- 
poration. He  (Lord  Ashbourne)  cer- 
tainly could  say  that  he  was  not  disposed 
to  disagree  with  that.  The  proposal 
might  have  been  put  in  a  shape  worthy 
of  the  consideration  of  both  sides  ;  and, 
in  saying  that,  he  was  not  speaking  of 
the  matter  as  a  Member  of  the  Govern- 
ment, but  as  an  Irishman  well  acquainted 
with  Dublin,  and  sympathising  very 
deeply  with  the  townships  referred  to. 
That  nropoeal  to  have  assumed  a  prac- 
tical tbrm  should  have  been  in  the 
nature  of  a  suggestion,  to  be  made  the 
subject  of  some  agreement  or  negotiation 
between  the  Corporation  and  Ue  town- 
ships ;  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  there  was  only  one  side  of  the  bar- 
gain embodied  in  the  clause  rejected  by 
the  House  of  Commons.  That  clause 
provided  that  everything  was  to  be 
taken  from  the  Corporation  and  given 
to  the  townships,  and  the  townships 
were  to  giro  nothing  in  return.    Was 


niS  Local  Omtmment  (IrglanS)  {AnavBT  1\,  1BB5\   Provitumal  Ordtrt  Bill.   1714 
oould  be  proved  that  the  20  gallonB  of 


that  fair  ?  It  could  not  he  regarded  at 
a  very  eatisfactorj  bargain  for  the  Dub' 
lin  Oorporation ;  and,  therefore,  it  seemed 
to  him  that  the  first  Beason  given  hy 
the  Hoiue  of  Commons  was  not  displaeed 
in  the  slightest  degree.  That  Beason 
he  regarded  as  impregnable,  unshake- 
able,  unanswerable.  He  did  not,  how- 
ever, attach  BO  much  importance  to  the 
second  Beaeon,  although,  no  donbt,  it 
waa  substantially  accurate.  He  would 
point  out  to  their  Lordships,  that  when 
the  Bill  bad  first  oome  before  their  Lord, 
ships'  House,  the  Members  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  whom  it  had  been  referred  had 
used  persuasive  arguments  to  show  that 
the  Beport  of  the  Committee  as  submit- 
ted was  not  oorreot,  and  that  the  Bill  re- 
quired the  insertion  of  this  Amendment. 
However,  the  Irish  Local  Government 
Board,  after  due  and  adequate  Notice, 
had  succeeded  in  carrying  its  view  by 
a  majority  of  their  Lordships,  and  there 
the  matter  should  have  been  allowed  to 
rest.  But  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
opposite  (Lord  Fitzgerald)  immediately 
afterwards,  and  without  Notice,  got  the 
first  decision  of  their  Lordships  reversed, 
and  the  Bill  went  down  to  the  House  of 
Commons.  He  (Lord  Ashbourne)  could 
well  imagine  how  the  Commons  had  felt 
paralyzed,  and,  in  an  agony  of  doubt  as 
to  what  they  were  to  do,  looking  at  the 
conflicting  decisions  of  their  Lordships' 
House  OQ  two  separate  days.  They 
could  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  the 
matter  eame  on  in  a  full  House  of 
Commons.  The  matter  was  one  which 
eioited  keeu  interest,  for  a  proposal  to 
tax  one  class  for  the  benefit  of  another 
was  a  matter  whioh  always  excited  a  keen 
interest  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
Without  there  being  the  slightest  sug- 
gestion of  surprise,  the  Bill  came  on  in 
uie  ordinary  way,  and  was  immediately 
discussed,  and  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  took  exactly  the  same  course 
there  which  had  been  taken  in  their 
Lordships'  House  by  the  noble  Mar- 
quess. Thore  were  those  present  who 
were  well  able  to  speak  for  the  town- 
ships ;  but  what  happened  ?  Why,  the 
first  decision  of  their  Lordships  was 
a£Grmed  without  a  division  being  takeu. 
Surely  tftat  should  have  an  immense 
effect  upon  their  Lordships,  now  that 
they  were  asked  by  hts  noble  Friend  in 
charge  of  the  Provisional  Order  Bill  to 
agree  to  the  Commons'  Beason  for  dis- 
agreement with  the  Amendment.    If  it 


water  was  an  insufficient  quantity,  and 
that  25  gallons  was  necessary  for  the 
health  and  comfort  of  the  district,  that 
argument  would  certainly  be  a  powerful 
one  in  support  of  the  views  of  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord.  But  he  (Lord  Ash- 
bourne) had  in  hia  hand  the  opi- 
nion of  a  very  eminent  engineer  as 
to  the  desirability  of  adopting  the 
Amendment  which  the  Commons  would 
not  aooept.  That  gentleman  had  de> 
clared  that  it  would  work  pecuniary 
hardship  to  the  City  of  DabUn,  and 
give  a  great  benefit,  with  no  pecu- 
niary burden  whatever,  to  the  town- 
ships. He  was  of  opinion  that  in  the 
case  of  those  townships  18  gallons  per 
head  per  day  would  be  a  very  ample 
supply;  that  to  supply  3S  g^ons  of 
water  to  the  towndiips  would  be  an 
absurd  supply,  and  would  imply  bad 
management  and  undue  waste ;  and  that 
the  etfeot  would  be  to  drain  the  Yartry 
of  500,000  gallons  of  water  per  day 
—  water  vMoh  would  erentiudly  be 
wanted. 

LoBD  FITZGERALD:  Was  that 
opinion  before  the  Committee  ? 

The  LOBD  CHANCELLOB  (Lord 
AsHBooanF.)  :  I  assume  not ;  but,  at  all 
events,  there  it  is. 

LoKD  FITZGERALD :  There  was  a 
grsatdeal  of  evidence  to  the  contrary 
brought  before  the  Committee.  The 
Committee,  of  course,  only  dealt  with 
the  evidence  they  had  before  them. 

The  LOBD  CHANCELLOB  (Lord 
Ashbourne)  said,  he  only  quoted  that 
opinion  as  showing  that,  in  addition  to 
the  vast  inconvenience  of  seeking  to 
reverse  the  unanimous  opinion  of  tbe 
House  of  Commons,  a  most  eminent  an- 


LoRD  WATENEY  said,  he  cordially 
supported  the  Amendment  of  his  noble 
and  learned  Friend  (Lord  Fitzgerald) ; 
for  he  thought  that  that  noble  and 
learned  Lord  knew  more  about  the 
question  than  any  engineer,  who  could 
only  speak  professionally.  He  had  to 
complun  that  the  discussion  had  de- 
generated so  much  into  a  personal  mat- 
■  r. 

The  Duke  of  MAELBOEOTTOa  said, 
that  as  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  (the 
Lord  Ohaneetlor  of  Ireland)  had  men* 
tioned  his  name,  he  might,  perhaps,  be 
allowed  to  say  a  few  words  in  justifiea- 
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tion  of  the  action  he  had  taken  as  a 
3f  ember  of  the  Committee.  When  he 
looked  at  the  appearance  of  the  House, 
he  was  afraid  there  was  Tety  little 
chance  of  his  noble  and  learned  Friend 
(Lord  Fitz^rald)  carrying  his  Amend- 
ment. But  he  (the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough) would  ask  their  Lordships  to 
consider  what  they  would  do  if  they 
happened  to  be  discussing  the  affairs  of 
a  London  Water  Company — as,  for  in- 
stance, the  Lambeth  Water  Company, 
vhidii  was  discusBed  the  other  day,  in 
the  other  House — instead  of  the  a&irs 
of  Dublin.  He  ventured  to  think  they 
would  not  haTO  taken  the  same  course 
aa  they  had  done  in  thia  case.  The  fact 
was,  they  seemed  to  be  prejudiced  in 
favour  of  the  Dublin  Corporation  ;  and, 
oonseqaently,  not  prepared  to  do  justice 
to  the  arguments  used  on  the  other  side. 
There  were  several  points  in  the  case  as 
it  had  been  presented  by  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  who  had  moved  the  Amend- 
ment which,  he  (tho  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough) thought,  were  very  strong.  In 
particular,  there  was  the  argument  in 
!»g«td  to  Ihe  rating  of   IhS  .ubnib.,  i  ?'    ^""™"™   TT  ' 

agreement  was  entered  into,  and  the 
rateable  value  of  the  properly  had  in- 
creased in  a  still  greater  ratio.  The  con- 
sequence was  that  the  Corporation  was 
receiving  a  mnoh  larger  revenue  from 
the  townships  than  they  had  any  reason 
to  espect,  and  it  was  largely  on  account 
of  that  conaideration  that  the  Oommit- 
tee  came  to  the  opinion  that  advantage 
ought  to  be  taken  of  this  opportunity 
to  protect  the  townshipa,  not  so  much 
against  the  present,  as  against  the  fu- 
ture, rapacity  of  a  powerful  Corporation. 
He  cordially  supported  the  Amendment ; 
but,  as  he  had  said  before,  be  was  afraid 
the  chance  of  carrying  it  was  very  small. 
He  ahoald,  however,  vote  for  it  on  prin- 
ciple. 

On  Question,  "That  the  words  pro- 
posed to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Motion  ?  " 


SEA  FISHERIES  (SCOTLAND)  AMEND- 
MENT BILL.-(No.  2*7.) 
(TA<  Lord  ElpAimlvni.) 
OOKBIDEKATIOK  07  OOIUIOKS'  AVBKDIIBKTB, 

Commons'  Amendments  oomidered 
(according  to  Order). 

LoBD  ELPHINaTONE  said,  that  the 
Amendments  made  in  the  other  House 
were  Amendments  which  had  been  sug- 
gested by  the  Lord  Advocate  for  Scot- 
land, who  was  familiar  with  the  subject. 
He  would  move  that  the  Commons* 
Amendments  be  agreed  to. 

Movtd,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree 
with  the  Commons  in  the  said  Amend- 
ments."— (The  Lord  £ljihintioni.) 

The  MiUOTTEsa  op  LOTHIAN  said, 
he  thought  that  there  were  some  rather 
important  Amendments.  For  instance, 
the  addition  which  the  Commons  had 
mode  to  Clause  2  took  away  an  objec- 
tion which  he  had  formerly  stated  to 
their  Lordships.  On  the  whole,  he 
thought  the  Amendments  of  the  House 
Commons   made  the  Bill  a  much 


Motion  agrttd  i» ;  Commons'  Amend- 
ments agr*td  to  accordingly. 


Their  Lordships  divided:  —  Contents 
21;  Not-Contents  10:  Majority  11. 

Bnotved  in  the  afftrmativf. 

The  Amendment  not  ituiittd  on,  and 
a  message  sent  to  the  Commons  to  ac- 
quaint them  therewith. 

Tht  Duke  of  Marlborouj/k 


PUBLIC  OFFICES  SITE  ACT,  1882. 
QUESnOK.      OBSEBVATIOnS. 

LoED  STRATHEDEN  amd  CAMP- 
BELL, in  rising  to  ask  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  Whether  they  are  ready  to 
postpone  further  action  on  the  Public  Offi- 
ces tiites  Act  until  the  Qeneral  Election 
has  occurred,  said :  My  Lords,  the  form 
of  this  Question  is  notvery  material.  It 
is  obviously  intended  to  retard  as  long 
as  possible  the  action  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  on  the  Public  Offices  Site  Act. 
The  Public  Offices  Site  Act  cannot  be 
carried  out  without  the  use  of  funds  for 
demolition  and  canstruotion.  It  is  under 
a  snspensive  veto  of  the  Treasury. 
What  I  contend  is  merely  that  the  sus- 
pensive veto  ought  to  be  prolonged. 
None  of  the  plana  exhibited  last  year 
for  a  new  Admiralty  and  War  Office 
were  considered  satisfactory.  None  of 
them  have  been  sanctioned,  at  least  by 
either  House  of  Parliament.  The  Act 
may  fairly  be  retarded,  because  it  passed 
this  House  by  inadvertency  and  acci- 
dent. It  woi  intended  to  divide  the 
House  on  the  third  reading,  as  opinioD 
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against  the  Bill  was  constantly  in- 
creasing';  but  when  the  third  reading 
came  the  House  wm  nearlj  emptj.  The 
late  OoTernmeot,  lost  year,  adopted 
cheerfull;  the  coaneel  whicli  I  gare, 
and  wlii<^  I  give  their  Sucoessora  this 
evening — to  take  no  steps  whatever  in 
the  autumn  with  regard  to  it.  The 
argumenta  against  the  Act  have  often 
been  enumerated  by  the  noble  £arl  the 
Chairman  at  Committees,  by  the  noble 
Liord  (Lord  Lamington),  and  others. 
The  noble  Earl  opposite  (the  Earl  of 
"Wemyas),  although  not  a  Memboi"  of 
this  Souse  when  the  Sill  was  passing 
through  it,  in  different  forms  has  ac- 
tirely  opposed  it.  The  real  fact  is,  that 
there  was  but  one  pretext  for  going  on 
with  it — namely,  the  actual  insuffioiency 
and  inconvenienoe  of  the  War  Office. 
Por  that  evil  a  far  more  prompt  and 
better  remedy  presents  itself  than  a 
new  edifice  which  it  would  take  a  decade 
to  complete,  while  millions  were  ab- 
sorbed in  it.  In  Spring  Gardens  most 
of  the  houses  are  transmuted  into 
offices.  It  might  at  once  give  a  portion 
of  the  War  Office  the  accommodation 
which  is  wanted.  In  that  event,  the 
Public  Offices  Site  Act  would  not  have 
a  shadow  of  foundation,  as  it  tends  to 
deatroy  the  Admiralty,  which  ought  to 
be  preserved ;  to  overshadow  the  Horse 
Guards,  which  ought  to  be  conspicuous; 
to  injure  wantonly  the  residences  in 
Carlton  House  Terrace,  which  ought  to 
be  defended  ;  and  to  renounce  the  Qreat 
George  Street  site,  which  ought  to  be 
embellished  and  made  use  of.  I  do  not 
ask  the  Government  to  commit  them- 
eelves  imprudently,  but  to  keep  the  sub- 
ject in  abeyance  until  a  new  Parliament 
IS  formed,  or  until  unobjectionable  plans 
have  been  exhibited.  Let  me  add  only 
that  when  the  Bill  passed  it  could  not 
he  urged,  as  it  can  at  present,  that  a 
season  of  financial  deficit  is  not  the  mo- 
ment for  ambiguous  and  unnecessary 
outlay.  The  n^le  Lord  conclnded  by 
asking  the  Question  of  which  he  bad 
given  Notice. 

The  first  LORD  of  tite  TREA- 
8IIEY  (The  Earl  of  Iddesleioh),  in 
reply,  said,  that  for  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  years  there  was  a  strong  desire, 
and,  indeed,  a  necessity,  for  making 
better  and  more  commodious  arrange- 
ments with  reepeot  to  the  Public  Offices 
as  regarded  the  Admiralty  and  War 
Offices.     The  question  hod  been  dia- 


'  cussed  several  tiroes,  and  various  plans 
had  been  proposed.  At  last  a  scheme 
was  prepared  by  the  Government  of  the 
day  and  accepted  in  the  early  part  of 
this  Session.  Indeed,  the  scheme  was 
practically  decided  on  last  year.  A 
Minute  was  passed  by  the  Treasury,  and 
a  scheme  prepared  settling  the  terms  of 
competition  for  the  erection  of  the  new 
Offices.  Thoseterms  had  been  observed, 
and  the  persons  to  whom  the  award  was 
given  were  informed  that  they  would  be 
employed,  provided  Parliament  did  not 
dissent  from  the  scheme.  The  matter 
was  diaouBsed  last  April,  and  a  division 
taken  by  which  the  scheme  was  affirmed 
by  a  majority  of  about  two  to  one.  The 
scheme  was  now  in  course  of  execution, 
and  it  would  not  be  reasonable  or  fair 
to  the  gentlemen  ooncemed  to  withdraw 
from  it  now.  The  scheme  was  under- 
taken  with  the  perfect  oonsdonsness  that 
this  was  the  last  Session  ot  Farhament ; 
and  the  matter  having  been  thoroughly 
thrashed  out,  he  did  not  see  any  reason 
for  postponement.  It  was  proposed  at 
present  to  go  on  with  the  demolition  of 
the  buildings  it  was  intended  to  clear 
away.  That  would  take  some  time; 
and  if  the  new  Parliament  considered  it 
desirable  to  make  any  change  in  the 
plans,  they  would  have  every  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  so. 

LITEEATURE,    BCIENCK,    AND    AET— 

THE    NATIONAL   GALLERY— 

EVENIKO  OPENING. 

aUEStlOtr.       OBSERTATIOHS. 

Teb  iQBQOBBS  OF  LOTHIAN  asked 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whe- 
ther he  will  make  arrangements  for  the 
opening  of  the  National  Gallery  to  the 
public  on  three  evenings  in  every  week  f 
The  noble  Marquess  said,  the  matter  was 
one  of  great  public  interest ;  and,  there- 
fore, he  thought  it  right  to  put  this  Ques- 
tion before  the  Prorogation,  in  order 
that  during  the  Recess  the  National 
Gallery  might  be  opened  as  he  suggested. 
It  had  been  frequently  before  their 
Lordships,  in  the  form  of  a  proposal  for 
opening  these  Galleries  on  Sundays ;  but 
they  had  hitherto  refused,  rightly  he 
thought  in  accordance  with  the  prepon- 
derance of  the  opinion  of  the  working 
classes  throughout  the  country,  to  sanc> 
tion  the  suggestion.  These  Galleries 
were  as  much  the  property  of  the  work- 
ing cltsses  as  of  their  Lordsbipe  or  aoj 
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other  class  In  the  commuDity;  but,  under 
exiBtin;;  circumstances,  it  was  exceed- 
inglj  di£Bcult:,  if  not  impossible,  for  the 
working  classes  to  take  adrantage  of  the 
Oollectiona  whieh  they  contained.  This 
they  would  be  able  to  do,  if  the  Gal- 
leries were  open  in  the  evening ;  and  he 
hoped  that  the  noblo  Earl  would  give 
some  indication  that  the  au^^stion  he 

Eroposed  would  he  carried  out.  Though 
e  (the  Marquess  of  Lothian)  was  not 
one  of  those  who  placed  great  reliance 
on  the  educational  influences  of  Art,  he 
thought  it  very  desirable  that  the  public 
should  have  increased  means  of  partici- 
pating in  an  innocent  and  refined  plea- 
sure. From  ISSO  downwards,  the  House 
of  Commone  had  repeatedly  passed  Be- 
■olutione  in  favour  of  thiB  proposal. 
There  had  certainly  been  very  strong 
reasons  against  opening  Galleries  of  this 
kind,  because  of  the  detriment  to  the 
pictures  by  the  use  of  gas ;  but  these 
reasons  were  now  removed  by  the  use  of 
electricity.  The  South  Kensington  Mu- 
seum had  been  opened  in  the  evening 
with  most  satisfoctoiy  results ;  and  now 
that  they  had  the  electric  light,  there  was 
no  objection  on  the  score  of  damage  to 
the  pictures  from  artificial  light.  Fifty- 
seven  out  of  the  73  members  of  the  Boyal 
Academy  were  in  favour  of  opening  the 
Oallety  in  the  evening;  and,  as  they 
might  be  considered  experts  on  the  sub- 
ject, he  trusted  that  the  noble  Earl  would 
see  his  way  to  having  the  proposal  carried 
into  efTect. 

Thb  first  LOED  of  the  TBEA- 
SUET  (The  Earl  of  Iddesleioh),  in 
reply,  said,  that  the  question  was 
doubt,  one  on  which  there  had  bet 
good  deal  of  feeling,  and,  speaking  for 
himself  and,  he  believed,  for  many  of  his 
OolIeagueB,  they  were  warmly  interested 
in  giving  every  possible  facility  to  the 
public  for  visiting  the  Gallery,  if  it  could 
be  BO  arranged.  The  noble  Marquess 
hod  aaked  him  (the  Earl  of  Iddesleigh)  if 
he  would  take  steps  to  that  end.  But 
he  must  point  out  to  the  noble  Marqueas 
that  the  matter  did  not  lie  with  the  Trea- 
sury, or  any  Department  of  the  Govern- 
ment, but  with  the  Trustees  of  the  Gal- 
lery. They  had  made  some  difficulty  on 
the  score  of  expense ;  but  that  difficulty 
was  not  insuperable.  He  had  not  re- 
ceived  the  noble  Harquese's  Question  till 
that  morning,  and,  therefore,  hod  not 
been  able  to  oommunieate  with  any  of 
the  Trustees.  He  was  not,  therefore 
The  Mar^uett  of  Lothian 


able  to  say  more  than  that  the  subject 
was  one  in  which  he  felt  a  great  inte- 
rest, and  that  he  would  do  all  he  oould 
to  promote  the  object  which  the  noble 
Marquees  hod  in  view.  He  would  cer- 
tainly communicate  with  the  Trustaee  of 
the  Gallery.  He  had  obtained  an  esti- 
mate of  the  cost  of  lighting  the  Gallery 
by  electricity,  and  he  did  not  see  any- 
thing in  it  to  prevent  this  proposal  from 
being  carried  out.  If  it  could  be,  there 
was  no  doubtit  would  be  a  great  boon  to 
the  people  of  London. 

EGTPT-THE  SODDAN  BSPKDITIONS— 
TOTE  OF  THANKS  TO  HER  MA- 
JESTY'S MIUTART  AND 
NAVAL  FORCES. 

NOTIOB     OF     UOItON. 

The  Uakquess  of  SALISBUBY  :  I 
beg  to  give  Notice  that  to-morrow,  at 
2  o'clock,  I  shall  move  that  the  Thanks 
of  this  House  be  given  to  General  Lord 
Wolseley,  General  Graham,  Lord  John 
Hay,  and  other  officers  and  men  of  the 
Army  and  Navy,  for  the  skill,  courage, 
and  ability  with  which  they  conducted 
the  late  operations  in  the  Soudan. 

Uoute  sdjoamed  at  *.  qouter  bofore 

^x  o'clock,  till  To-moiTow, 

Two  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    OOMUONS, 
Tueiday,  Wlh  At^utt,  1885. 


MINTJTEK.]— Public  Bills— Srwnrf  Riaiins— 

Bdiic>tioii«l  Eadovmenta  (Irelud)  [1T6]. 
Cm»miU— — .Aapart  —  Housing  «f  the  Woiking 

ClB4Ma  (England)  [248]. 
Commiltit  —  Report  —  Contidtrtd  at  aouitied  — 

Third     Eiading    —   Prevantion   of    Crimei 

AmendmeDt  [93],  snd  patiid. 
Coniidtrtd  ot  aaumdtd— Third  S—iinf  —  Land 

PnroliBM  (Ireland)  [MSJ,  aiApa*itd, 

QUESTIONS. 

POOH  LAW    (IKELAND)— LCBGAN 
UNION-DR.  JOHN  SCOTT, 
MEDICAL  OFFICER. 
Mb.  BIOGAR  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  tbe  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Hob  Dr.  John  Scott  been  acting  aa  dis- 
pensary doctor  of  Hontogh's  Dispensary 
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of  Lorgan  TJnioti,  and  has  he  reoeived 
his  salary  by  cheque,  and  does  he  at 
same  time  act  aa  guardian  of  said  union ; 
and,  if  these  faots  are  correct,  vill  be 
draw  the  attention  of  the  auditor  to  the 
iiregularitr  F 

Th»  OHIEF  8ECEETAEY  (Sir 
WnxiAK  Hast  Dyke)  :  I  should,  per- 
hapa,  have  added  to  my  previous  answer 
that  Dr.  John  Scott  has  occasionallj 
acted  temporarily  for  a  medical  officer, 
and  hat  been  paid  for  so  doing,  and 
that  no  proviuon  of  the  Poor  Helief  or 
Medical  Charities  Acta  hae  been  thereby 
infringed. 

THE  EOYAL  lEISH  C0N8TABULAHT— 
PURSUIT  OF  POACHERS. 
Hb.  BIOOAB  asked  the  Ohief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Is  he  aware  that  a  number  of  police 
from  the  Draperstown  and  Maghsra 
Stations  drove  by  cars  to  Olenshare 
Uouatain  on  Sunday  last,  2nd  inst.  in 
qaeet  of  poachers ;  is  he  aware  that  on 
the  same  day  another  lot  of  police  from 
the  Olandy  and  Park  Stations  were 
called  off  to  Glenedera  Mountain  for  the 
same  purpose,  the  first  named  place  being 
between  Maghera  and  Dungiren,  the 
last  between  Drap^rstown  and  Feeney, 
oounty  Deny ;  ho  ware  the  police  paid 
for  thia  extra  duty,  and  by  whom; 
and,  is  be  aware  that  a  gentleman  called 
at  Draperstown  Police  Station  the  other 
day,  and  requested  the  sergeant  to  pro- 
ceed with  him  to  county  Tyrone  in 
pursuit  of  poachers;  the  sergeant  ex* 
plained  that  he  could  not  go  into 
Tyrone  without  a  special  order,  when 
the  gentleman  said  ne  wa*  brother  to 
Mr.  Meldon,  M.P.,  was  a  solicitor  in 
Dublin,  and  would  see  that  the  matter 
would  be  looked  after  in  the  proper 
quarter? 

Tbz  ohief  SEOBETABY  (Sir 
WnxtAH  HxBT  Dtxb)  :  The  police  in 
queataoD  did  not  go  in  pursuit  of 
poachers,  but  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
serving tiie  peace  and  protecting  game- 
keepers from  acts  of  violence  while 
engaged  in  the  disoha^e  of  their  duty. 
This  is  one  of  the  ordinary  duties  of  the 
police,  and  involres  no  cost  to  the 
locality.  It  appears  that  a  gentleman 
named  Meldon  called  at  Draperstown 
Police  Station  a  few  days  ago,  and  made 
a  statement^  about  poachers  on  Tyrone 
mountaios ;  but  he  did  not  ask  the  ser- 
geant  to  accompany  him  in  pnranit,  and 
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merely  inquired  as  to  the  duties  of  the 
Constabulary  in  such  oases. 

PI8HEET  PIEES  AND  HABBOURS  (IBE- 

LAND)-GBEYSTONES 

HARBOUB. 

Mb.  O'BRIEN  (for  Mr.  W.  J.  Cobbbt) 
asked  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  If  Qreystones  Harbour  is  to 
be  constructed  on  the  monolithic  sys- 
tem, as  asked  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  in  a  recent  memorial  to  the  Trea- 
sury? 

The  SECEETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  Henev  Hollanp)  :  With 
every  wish  to  meet  all  reasonable  local 
views,  the  Government  is  unable  to 
build  the  work  at  Qreystones  in  the  style 
advocated  by  the  hon.  Member,  as  this 
would  involve  an  estimated  increase  of 
£4,000  beyond  the  cost  approved  of 
by  the  Fishery  Piers  and  Harbours 
dommisaion,  and  an  exoess  of  £2,000 
even  if  the  design  were  materially  re- 
duced. 

C0JIMI8BI0NEKS  OP  NATIONAL  EDU- 
CATION (IRELAND)-NATIOKAL 
SCHOOL  TEACHERS  -  CASE  OP 
MB.  ANDREW  DEVITT,  POBBELB- 
BOROUQH. 
Ma.  SEXTON  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether,  in  187S,  Mr.  Andrew  Devitt, 
then  teacher  of  the  Porrelsborough 
National  School,  which  he  had  tan^t 
for  nearly  Ifi  years,  resigned  on  condi- 
tion of  being  awarded  the  compensation 
or  retiring  allowance  usually  granted  to 
old  teachers  before  the  passing  of  the 
Pension  Aot,  namely,  one  year's  salary 
for  every  ten  years'  service ;  whether 
the  Commissioners  of  Edncation  having, 
up  to  the  end  of  1  tJ77,  failed  to  pay  Mr. 
Devitt  the  retiring  allowanoe,  his  case 
was  brought  to  the  notice  of  Sir  Michael 
Hicks  Beach,  than  Ohief  Secretary  in 
1878,  with  the  result  that  an  inquiry 
was  held,  and  the  former  managers  of 
the  school,  Very  Rev.  Canon  O'Donoghue 
and  Mr.  Abraham  Powell,  on  calling  at 
the  Education  Office,  were  assured  by 
the  responsible  officials  that  the  money 
would  be  paid  in  the  following  week  ; 
whether  the  money  remains  still  unpaid ; 
whether  the  Department  is  aware  that 
Mr.  Devitt,  now  an  old  man  of  70,  is 
dependent  on  a  few  acres  of  reclaimed 
bog  for  the  maintenance  of  his  vrife  am) 
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six  obildren ;  snd,  vhethsr  the  GoTem- 
ment  will  order  the  money  irithbeld  to 
be  now  paid  to  him  ? 

The  chief  8ECRETAEY  (Sir 
William  Haet  Dyke)  :  Mr.  Devitt 
resided  on  the  30th  September,  1875. 
Hia  manaKer  subsequontly  applied  for  a 
gratuity  for  him ;  but  as  tne  teacher 
wae  under  60  years  of  age  tlie  answer 
woB  that  a  gratuity  ooald  only  be  given 
on  a  medical  certifioate  that  the  teacher 
was  pormantly  incapacitated.  I  under- 
stand that  this  certificate  has  not  been 
furnished.  It  does  not  appear  that  the 
case  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  in  1878.  This  allega- 
tion is  not  borne  out  either  by  the 
records  of  the  Chief  Secretary's  Office  or 
of  the  National  Board.  No  grounds 
have  been  shown  for  reviewing  the  de- 
cision in  this  case. 

EDUCATION'  OPPrCE  (IRELAND)— THE 
INSPECnON  STAFF. 
Mb.  sexton  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  any  communication  took  place 
between  the  late  GoTcmmeut  and  the 
CommissionerB  ot  National  Education, 
Ireland,  with  the  view  of  ceasing  to  fill 
vaoancies  in  the  post  of  Inspector,  and 
appointing  instead  Assistant  Inspectors 
at  a  salary  of  £120  a-year,  being  about 
one-half  the  minimum  salary  of  an 
Inspector ;  and,  if  such  oorrespondenoe 
did  take  place,  what  was  the  result  of 
it ;  whether  there  is  any  intention  to 
appoint,  in  future,  either  Inspectors  or 
Aiasistant  Inspectors  by  nomination,  in- 
stead of  as  hitherto  by  competitive  ex- 
amination; and,  whether,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  a  number  of  persons  have 
devoted  themselves  for  years  to  the 
coarse  ot  study  prescribed  for  the  ex- 
amination of  those  desirous  to  be 
appointed  Inspectors,  the  Commissioners 
will  now  proceed  to  fill  up  the  vacant 
Inspeotorship  in  the  regular  way  fay  the 
test  of  competition  ? 

Tarn  CHIEF  SECEETAEY  (Sir 
WiLLiAU  Haxt  LyeeJ  :  The  present 
Irish  Government  are  in  oommunioation 
with  the  Treasury  on  the  subjeot  of  the 
Inspection  Staff  of  the  Education  Office, 
but  no  decision  has  yet  been  arrived  at. 
It  was  never  in  contemplation  either  by 
the  present  Government,  the  late  Qo- 
Tsmment,  or  the  Board  of  National 
Education,  to  make  future  appointments 
of  Inspectors  or  Assistant  Inspectors  by 
^r.  Sixtm 
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nomination,  instead  of  as  hitherto  by 
competitive  examination. 

Me.  BIOGAB  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  he  is  aware  that,  by  the  rules 
of  the  Irish  National  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, no  result  fees  are  allowed  for  the 
fractional  part  of  a  month,  while  daaa 
salaries  are  paid  while  the  school  ia 
open ;  and,  whether  he  will  dran  the 
attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  the 
different  modes  of  oompensation,  and 
suggest  the  payment  tor  result  fees 
on  the  same  principle  aa  the  class 
salaries? 

The  chief  SECEETART:  The 
facts  are  as  stated.  The  salary  ia  a 
fired  annual  sum,  and  there  is  no  diffi- 
culty in  oalonlattng  the  amount  per  day. 
But  in  the  case  of  the  result  fees,  whioh 
necessarily  vary  in  every  school  and 
after  every  examination,  and  the  dis- 
tribution of  whioh  is  complicated  by  the 
differences  in  theposition  of  the  teaobras 
and  the  number  of  the  subjects  and 
classes  taught,  there  con  be  no  fixed 
basis  on  which  to  compute  the  amount 
par  day. 

POOR  LAW  (IRELAND)— MR.  WIGGINS, 
MASTER  OF  THE  CLONES  UNION 

WORKHOUSE. 
Mr.  SEXTON  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  Mr.  Wiggins,  Mostwof  Clones 
Workhouse,  is  not  bound  by  the  rale  of 
the  service  to  give  his  whole  time  to  his 
duties  in  the  workhouse;  whether  hs 
acts  as  the  rent  agent  of  the  Hevsrend 
Thomas  Averill,  a  local  landlord ;  and, 
Dsn  he,  in  oooordanco  with  the  rules  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  continue 
to  act  as  such  rent  agent  ? 

Thb  chief  secretary  (Sir  Wn^ 
UAU  Habt  Dyke)  :  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  ore  informed  that  Mr.  Wig- 
gins receives  the  rent  of  soma  houses 
in  the  town  of  Clones,  and  that  his  doing 
so  does  not  interfere  with  the  discharge 
of  his  official  duties.  There  is  no  spe- 
cific rule  on  the  subjeot ;  but  the  Board 
will  ask  their  loeol  Inspector  to  look  into 
the  ease. 

POOR     LAW     (IRELAND)  —  BELFAST 
UNION  WORKHOUSE— CHARGE  OP 
DRUNKENNESS     AGAINST      THE 
SCHOOLMASTEBS. 
Hb.  BIGGAB  asked  the  tjhief  Secre- 
tary t9  tho  hoxi  Idcutenant  of  Ireland, 
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Wbat  ctepa  the  Local  OoTemment 
Board  for  Ireland  have  taken  regarding 
the  report  furnished  them  about  two 
Bchoolmaatera  of  the  Belfast  Workhouse 
oamed  Uadden  and  U'Ouinneia.  who 
were  seen  in  a  helpless  state  of  drunk- 
eaneBB  on  the  atreeta  of  Belfast  on  the 
14th  July,  1665  ;  is  it  true  that,  al- 
though Madden  was  asaisted  by  some 
frieDas  through  a  back  entrance  into 
the  workbouae  on  this  date,  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  head  schoolmastei 
and  other  offlciala  of  the  workhonae,  aa 
well  as  sereral  paupers,  no  report  of 
Madden's  condition  was  made  to  the 
Quardiana;  ia  it  true  that  Uaddon 
offered  a  written  explanation  to  the 
Guardians  of  hia  misoondnct,  and  that 
the  Obairmaa  of  the  Board  directed 
him  to  withdraw  it,  eo  that  the  docu- 
ment would  not  require  to  be  entered 
OD  the  minutes  of  their  proceedings;  ia 
Madden  the  same  person  who  was  con- 
victed at  the  Belfast  Petty  Sessions  of 
drunkenueaa  and  using  party  exprea- 
siona ;  and,  ia  it  desirable  that  echool- 
maatera  of  this  class  should  be  continued 
in  offloe ;  and,  if  not,  what  steps  will 
be  taken  in  relation  to  these  two 
teachers  ? 

Thb  CHIEF  SECEETABT  (Sir  WiL- 
LLUC  Hakt  Dtk£)  :  I  have  already 
answered  thia  Question,  and  have  no- 
thing  to  add. 

LAW  AND  POLICE  (IBB:I<AND)-DETEN- 
TION  OF  INTOXICATED  PERSONS. 
Mb.  sexton  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
witii  regard  to  the  recent  death  of  a 
man  whilst  in  custody  in  a  police  barrack, 
in  Sligo,  and  the  undertaking  given  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  during  the 
late  Debate,  Whatorder  haa  been  issued, 
or  will  be  issued,  by  the  Inspector 
General  of  Constabul^,  and  the  Com- 
missioner of  Dublin  Metropolitan  Police, 
with  respect  to  the  safe  custody  of 
intoxicated  peraoos,  the  detention  of 
females,  the  provision  of  some  light  for 
celle  in  which  persons  are  kept  at  night, 
and  the  supervision  of  prisoners  in  polioe 
barracks  by  the  orderly  oonstabfe  on 
duty ;  and,  whether  a  copy  of  any  such 
order  or  instruotion  will  be  communi- 
cated to  the  House  ? 

Taa  CHIEF  8ECRETABT  (Sir 
WiLLUif  Hast  Dtke)  :  It  haa  been 
decided  that  a  Begulation  shall  be  made 
by   the   Inspector   General,   declaring 
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that,  wherever  praotioable,  two  drunken 
prisoners  shall  not  be  confined  together, 
and  that  even  when  only  one  drunken 
priaoner  is  in  charge,  he  shall  be  viaited 
constantly,  not  lesa  than  every  quarter 
of  en  hour,  so  long  as  he  remains  not 
perfectly  sober,  and  that  for  this  purpose 
the  head  constable  or  sergeant  in  charge 
shall,  if  necessary,  tell  off  an  extra  bar- 
rack orderly.  As  regards  female  pri- 
soners, the  order  ,wilf  be  to  the  effect 
that,  if  drunk,  the  same  rule  of  visiting 
as  in  the  oase  of  male  prisoners  must  be 
observed,  and  that  in  all  cases  when  a 
female  ia  in  custody  the  barrack  orderly 
must  not  be  left  in  sole  charge.  The 
precise  terms  of  the  Order  have  not  yet 
been  formulated ;  but  I  shall  have  no 
objection  to  communicating  them  to  the 
hon.  Member  when  they  have  been 
settled. 

Mr.  sexton  thanked  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary for  his  action  in  this  matter. 

ROYAL  COMBnSSION  ON  THE  DEPRES- 
SION OF  TRADE  AND  INDUSTRY— 
CONSTITUTION  OF  TEE  COMMIS. 
SIGN. 

Mb.  ABTHUB  ARNOLD  asked  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Whether 
the  Memorandum  to  be  submitted  to 
the  Commissioners  in  the  Boyal  Com- 
mission  on  Depressioa  of  Trade  and 
Induatry  would  be  communicated  to 
the  House  before  the  end  of  the  Ses- 
sion? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  My  noble  Friend  (the  Earl  of 
Iddesleigh)  stated  yesterday  that  he  in- 
tended to  lay  tbe  Memorandum  on  the 
Table  of  tbe  House  of  Lords,  and  it 
will  also  be  laid  on  the  Table  of  thia 
House. 

Mb.  AETHtTR  ARNOLD:  It  is  in 
the  House  of  Lords'  Report  to-day. 

Mb.  BR0ADHUB8T  inquired  whe- 
ther the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could 
now  state  the  name  of  the  second  work- 
man to  be  nominated  on  the  Commis- 
sion P  

Thb  CHANCELLOR  of  thb  EXOHB- 
QrUER :  I  understand  that  my  noble 
Friend  is  at  present  in  communication 
with  mure  than  one  person  upon  this 
subject ;  but  I  am  not  able  to  state  any 
name  at  present. 

Mb,  BKOADHtlRST :  WiU  any  op- 
portunity be  given  to  the  House  for  the 
discussion  of  the  oompoaitioa  of  tlua 
Commissioa  ? 
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TflgOHANOELLOEoFTHEEXCHE- 
QtJEB :  I  am  afraid,  Sir,  that  I  cannot 
make  a  pramiBe. 

Mb.  BROADHTTEST  intimated  that, 
in  riew  of  the  importance  of  the  subject, 
he  should  call  attention  to  it  on  the 
Motion   for   the   adjournment  of  the 


BOYAL  COMMISSION  OK  EDUCATION 

OP  THE  BLIND— CONSTITOTION 

OF  THE  COMMISSION. 

Mb.  DAWSON  aaked  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Elxchequer,  Whether  it  is  his  in- 
tention to  place  an  Irishman  oa  the 
Boyal  CommisBion  of  Inquiry  into  the 
Education  of  the  Blind,  bo  that  the  in- 
terests of  the  blind  in  that  country  may 
be  the  more  efficiently  considered  and 
protected? 

The  8E0EETAKT  of  STATE  fob 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  E. 
AsBHKTON  Ceobs)  (who  replied)  Said,  that 
the   Commiasion    was   practically    ap- 

Eointed  by  the  late  Qovernment.  He 
ad  since  placed  two  Gentlemen  on  the 
Commission.  If  an  application  from 
Ireland  or  Scotland  were  pressed  upon 
him,  he  should  not  object  to  it. 

Mb.  SEXTON  r  Mayl  aak  the  right 
hon.  Oentleman  what  steps  wiU  be  taken 
in  order  to  secure  the  appointment  of 
one  Member  from  Ireland  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE :  H  a 
serious  application  were  made  from  Ire- 
land or  oootland,  I  would  gladly  con- 
sider it. 

Mb.  sexton  :  We  are  quite  serious 
about  it. 

ADMINISTEATION  OP  OATHS 
(CANADA). 
Ma.  BEOADHUEST  asked  the  So- 
cretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  Whe- 
ther he  is  avare  of  the  introduction  in 
the  Quebec  Legislature  of  a  Bill  re- 
specting the  Administration  of  Oaths, 
which  requires  that  a  Crucifix  shall  be 

ETaosd  in  all  Courts  of  Justice  and  Court- 
ouses  in  the  Province,  and  that  ^ 
peraons  administering  oaths  to  witnesses 
shall  call  upon  them  to  lift  their  right 
hand  in  front  of  such  Crucifix  and  to 
swear  before  the  same;  and,  whether 
the  Legislature  is  competent  to  pass 
such  an  Act  without  tbeapprovalof  Her 
Majesty;  and,  if  not,  whether  Her  Ma- 
jesty will  be  advised  to  withhold  such 
approval  ? 
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Mb.  HEALT  :  Before  this  rery  oSen- 
sive  Question  is  answered,  I  beg  to  ask 
whether  it  is  not  a  fact  that  all  through 
France  this  is  the  custom  pursued  in 
taking  oaths ;  and  that  in  Qnebec,  which 
ia  inhabited  by  a  French  Colony,  they 
are  simply  carrying  out  the  ancient 
French  aystam  ? 

TheSECEETAET  of  STATE  (Colonel 
Staslbt),  in  reply,  said,  he  had  aacer- 
tained  that  it  was  a  fact,  as  stated  in 
the  Question  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Stoke,  that  a  Bill  was  introduced  into  the 
Quebec  Legislature  on  the  30th  of  last 
April ;  but  he  was  unable  to  trace  it 
beyond  its  first  reading.  The  Canadian 
Legislature  was  competent  to  pass  such 
a  Bill  as  this  without  the  approral  of  the 
Home  Gtoremment,  and,  therefore,  he 
need  not  answer  the  last  part  of  the 
Question.  In  answer  to  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member's  (Mr.  Healy's)  Ques- 
tion, he  believed  that  throughout  a  great 
part  of  France — if  not  in  the  whole  of 
France — the  custom  wae  that  which  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  had  stated. 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMEKT—SOUTH 
SHIELDS  NATIONAL  SCHOOLS. 
Mb.  BEOADHUEST  asked  the  Vice 
President  of  the  Committee  of  Council, 
Whether  he  has  mads  further  inquiries 
into  the  case  of  the  action  of  the  Tioar 
of  St.  Mark's,  South  Shields,  relating  to 
the  National  Schools  under  his  charge ; 
and,  if  bo,  what  ia  the  result  of  these 
inquiries  ;  and,  what,  if  any,  action  has 
been  taken  by  the  Education  Depart- 
ment f 

Thb  YICE  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Mr.  E.  STAiraoPE) :  The 
result  of  further  inquiries  has  been  to 
show  that  the  Vicar's  pecuniary  diffieul- 
tiea  were  the  cause  of  some  unpunc- 
tuality  in  the  discharge  of  school  liabili- 
ties ;  and  he  has,  therefore,  been  in- 
formed that  the  Education  Department 
cannot  for  the  time  continue  to  recognize 
him  as  the  correspondent  and  treasurer 
of  the  echool  in  question. 

STEEET  TRAFFIC   (METROPOLIS)— 

OBSTRUCTION  IN   THE 

STREETS. 

Mr.  PULESTON  asked  the  Secretary 

of   State    for    the  Home  Department, 

Whether  his  attention  has  been  called 

to  the  case  before  the  Thames  Police 

Court  of  obstructiop  in  the  public  streets 
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b7  a  Farliamentaiy  candidate,  on  which 
Mr.  Saunders,  the  magistrate,  remarked 
that  he— 

'*  Thought  th«  defsadant  vai  preaching  k 
very  miMhieTooi  doctrine,  and  he  was  en- 
deavouring to  ut  olan  agaioit  ct«ia.  He  (Hr, 
Saunden)  had  no  doubt  that,  if  tba  Oovern- 
meat  liked  to  take  Doticsof  what  was  stated  on 
tho  bilU  iho  defendant  was  distribating.  he 
would  bo  ameoahlo  to  a  publio  prosecutian  ;  " 

and.  trhether  the  Government  will  in- 
quire inro  the  mntier  7 

The  SECEETAEY  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  Absheton  Cross),  in  leply,  eaid,  that 
after  the  letter  he  liad  received  from 
Mr.  Saundere  he  did  not  see  tbat  there 
was  any  reason  for  taking  any  further 
notice  of  the  matter. 

ADMIRALTY  (HNANCE   AND  EXPEN- 
DrTURE)-TUE  VOTE  OF  CREDIT- 
REPORT  OF  THE  COllMirrEE  OP 

INyTSTIGATION. 
Mr.  PTTLESTON  aeked  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  What  steps  are 
to  be  taken  on  the  important  Beport 
made  by  the  Committee  of  Investii^ation 
into  the  financial  errors  of  the  late  Board 
of  Admiralty  ? 

Tub  FIEST  LORD  (Lord  Georob 
Hajiilton),  in  reply,  said,  that  it  was 
intended  to  appoint  a  Committee,  con- 
sisting of  hie  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Eitchie),  Sir 
Eeginald  Welby  (Accountant  General 
of  the  Navy),  and  Mr.  Macgregor  (Per- 
manent Secretary  to  the  Admiralty),  to 
make  a  Report,  with  a  view  of  suggeet- 
ing  such  alterations  as  would  remedy 
the  defects  brought  to  light. 

EDUCATION  DEPAttTJIENT-THE  LON- 
DON  SCHOOL  BOARD. 

Mr.  PULESTON  asked  the  Vice  Pre- 
sideut  of  the  Committee  of  Council, 
Whether,  in  view  of  the  serious  state- 
ments in  reference  to  the  London  School 
Board  finances,  and  having  regard  to 
the  present  want  of  authority  on  the 
part  of  the  Qovemment  to  interfere,  he 
will  advise  same  legislation  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  ratepayers  7 

The  vice  PEESIDENT  op  the 
COUNCIL  (Mr.  E.  Stashope)  :  The 
expenditure  of  the  London  School 
Bourd  is  only  to  be  controlled  in  one  of 
two  ways.  If  any  item  of  expenditure 
is  illegal,  it  is  liable  to  be  surcharged 
by  the  auditor;  and  if,  in  tbeopiuiouof 
the  ratepayers,  the  expenditure  of  tbe 
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Board,  or  any  particular  item  of  it,  ia 
excessive  or  deficient  in  amount,  it  is  in 
the  power  of  the  ratepayers  to  vote  only 
for  those  candidates  who  will  give  efTect 
to  that  opinion. 

EEOISTRATION  OF  VOTERS  (IRELAND) 

ACT-ASSISTANT  IIEVISING 

BARRISTERS. 

Me.  O'BRIEN  asked  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, Whether  he  is  yft  in  a  position  to 
name  the  Assistant  Revising  Bsrribtera 
about  to  be  appointed  under  the  new 
Eegistration  Art  in  Ireland  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECEETAEY  (Sir  Wil- 
liam Hart  Dxek)  :  I  understand  that 
oertain  geutlpmen  have  been  oommuni- 
oated  with  ;  but  I  am  not  yet  able  to 
name  them.  Tbe  list  will  probably  be 
published  in  a  few  days. 

Mb.  O'BEIEN:  Will  they  be  an- 
nounced before  the  rising  of  Parlia- 
ment 1 

Mr.  HEALT:  Is  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet aware  that  be  promised  me  that 
an  opportunity  would  be  given  for  dis- 
cussing these  names  before  Parliament 
was  over  ? 

The  chief  SECEETAET  :  I  will 
communicate  the  liat  of  names  as  soon 
as  poBfiible, 

POST  OPFICE-POSTAL  DELAYS. 

CoLOKEL  NOLAN  asked  the  Post- 
master General,  If  his  attention  has 
been  drawn  tu  tbe  fact  that  it  take«  two 
days  to  forward  a  letter  from  Whi legate 
to  Woodford,  about  eight  miles  distant; 
and  if  he  would  take  some  step  to  facili- 
tate postal  communication  between 
Whitegate  and  the  remainder  of  the 
county  ? 

The  postmaster  GENERAL 
(Lord  John  Maknbrs)  ;  I  am  much 
obliged  to  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  calling  attention  to  this  matter.  I 
have  direoled  inquiries  to  be  made,  with 
a  view  of  remedying  the  inoonvenianoe 
complained  of. 

ARMY- THE  ARMY  EE8EHVE. 
Mb.  HAEEIS  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  If  he  will  inform  tbe 
House  as  to  the  date  at  which  he  tbinks 
the  Reserve  Forces  may  reasonably  ex- 
pect to  be  relieved  from  their  duties; 
and,  if  Rteps  could  be  taken,  under  any 
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circum stance B,  for  the  married  men  to 
bo  allowed  to  return  to  their  families  ? 
The  SECRETAEY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
"W.  H.  Smith)  :  I  hope  it  will  very 
shortly  be  in  my  power  to  relieve  the 
men  of  the  Eeacrve  from  their  duties 
with  the  Colours  for  the  present,  taking 
BucU  other  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to 
maintain  the  defensivo  Forces  of  this 
country  in  a  condition  «E  preparation 
and  efficiency.  Furlough  has  already 
been  granted  to  men  who  have  had 
situations  kept  open  for  them ;  and 
arrangements  will  be  made  at  once. to 
relieve  the  married  men  who  may  desire 
to  return  to  their  families. 

EEOISTRA.TION  OP  VOTERS  (ENGLAND) 
—LIST  OF  V0TER8-WILLESDEN. 
Mb.  OEOBOB  BUSSELL  asled  the 
President  of  the  Local  OoTernment 
Board,  Whether  he  Is  aware  that,  in 
the  parish  of  Willesden,  part  of  the 
Harrow  Division  of  Middlesex,  with  a 
population  of  more  than  30,000,  the  list 
of  occupation  voters,  which  ought  to 
have  been  published  on  the  let  of 
August,  was  not  obtainable  on  the  8th 
of  August;  that,  as  the  last  day  for 
making  claims  and  objections  is  this 
year  the  20th  of  August,  the  time  pre- 
scribed by  Law  for  the  examination  and 
correction  of  the  overseers  list  has  thus 
been  already  curtailed  by  one-half;  and, 
whether  be  can  take  any  steps  to  remedy 
the  inconvenience  thus  caused  P 

The  PHEaiDENT  of  thb  BOARD 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  :  I  have  made  in- 
quiry, and  am  told  by  the  Vestry  Clerk 
that  the  delay  was  caused  partly  by  the 
greatly  increased  duties  thrown  on  " 
ofhcialsof  the  parish  in  connection  ^ 
obtainingtheneoessaryinfannation,  but 
chiefly  by  the  failure  of  the  printer  to 
lumieb  complete  lists,  owing  to  an  injury 
to  his  plant.  This  explanation  appears 
to  me  to  be  very  unsatisfactory.  The 
lists.  I  am  informed,  were  obtaiaable  at 
I  o'clock  to-day. 

KAVY-THB   EV0LI3TI0NARY 

SQUADRON. 

8m  JOHN  HAT  asked  the  First  Lord 

of  the  Admiralty,  To  state  what  Beport 

he  has  received  of  the  late  Evolutionary 

Fleet  under  the  command  of  Sir  Geoffrey 

Hornby;    how  many  armour-clads,   in 

addition  to  the  tolyphtmtu,  he  has  under 
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his  orders ;  their  names,  their  state  and 
condition  at  the  end  of  the  cruise  ;  how 
lany  have  been  removed  from  the  list 
of  efficient  ships ;  how  many  requira 
repairs ;  bow  many  require  new  boilers ; 
and,  how  many  armour-clad  ships,  com- 
plete for  sea  and  fully  armed,  there 
are  now  at  home  ready  to  be  commis- 
sioned  ? 

The  first  LORD  (Lord  George 
Hamii-tok):  The  squadron ofSir Geoffrey 
Hornby  consisted  of  the  ilinolaur,  Sui- 
lan,  Aginfourf,  Iron  Duh,  Dtvattaticn, 
Ajax,  Rupert,  HoUpur,  ffdreuUt,  Hhan- 
Hon,  Cord  Warden,  Rtpultt,  and  Penelopt, 
and  his  Beport  does  not  deal  in  the  way 
suggested  by  my  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  with  the  repairs  or  condition  of 
these  iron-clada.  Two  of  them  have 
been  removed  from  the  list  of  efficient 
ships,  and  two  others,  making  in  all 
four— namely,  the  Lard  Warden,  Ji»- 
pulif,  Vatiaat,  and  Defence,  have  been 
replaced  by  the  Jjnx,  Hevattation,  Ru- 
pert, KoiU'itipur.  The  squadron  gene- 
rally was  reported  to  be  none  the  worse 
for  the  cruise,  and  no  special  repairs  or 
new  boilers  have  been  necessitated  by 
the  cruise.  In  addition  to  the  iron-dads 
already  in  commission,  the  Inflexible, 
Northumherhttd,  Voloitui,  beilerophon.vA 
Conqueror,  besides  the  four  turret  ships, 
could  be  commisaionod  and  ready  for  ser- 
vice in  a  very  short  time. 

METROPOLIS  -  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT 
ODTSIDE  THE  CTTT  AREA. 

Mb.  firth  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  with 
reference  to  the  deputation  which  re- 
cently waited  upon  him  from  the  Corpo- 
ration of  London,  Whether  he  is  at 
liberty  and  able  to  state  whether  any, 
and  what,  propositions  or  suggestions 
were  made  by  them  as  to  the  Local  Go- 
vernment of  the  Metropolis  outside  the 
City  area  P 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AssHETON  Cross):  No,  Sir;  I  am 
unable  to  state  what  suggestions  were 
made.  I  do  not  think,  indeed,  that  any 
were  made,  and  it  seemed  to  me  that 
they  came  to  find  ont  if  I  bad  any  to 
make. 

Mr.  FIBTH  :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman able  to  state  whether  be  did 
make  any  ? 

[No  reply."] 
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ARMY  —  M1LTTAR7    EXPEDITION    TO 

THE  80UDAN-WID0WS  OF 

SOLDIERS. 

Mr.  GILES  asked  tbe  Seoretaiy  of 
State  for  War,  Whether  the  Oovem- 
tuent  has  made  or  intends  to  mabe  any 
provision  for  the  widows  and  children  of 
soldiers  who  have  been  killed  or  who 
have  died  in  the  Soudan  ? 

The  financial  SECEETAEY, 
WAR  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  H.  S. 
Nohthcote)  (who  replied)  said:  Under 
the  Royal  Warrant  of  the  I2lh  of  June, 
1884,  the  Commissioners  of  the  Royal 
Patrioiio  Fund  are  empowered  to  grant 
penHions  in  the  case  of  the  widows  and 
children  of  eoldiers  who  lose  their  lives 
in  war.  Considerable  eums  were  handed 
over  to  the  Conimiseionera  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

NAVAL     COURTS     MARTIAL  —  COLLI- 
SION BETWEEN  THE  "  HECLA" 
AND  THE  "CHEERFUL." 

Mb.  GFILE8  asked  the  Sncretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  Whe- 
ther the  Coroner'e  Jury  which  sat  upon 
the  bodies  of  those  persons  who  were 
lost  by  the  collision  of  Her  Majesty's 
ehip  Ilccla  with  the  steamer  Cheerful, 
was  partly  composed  of  the  officers  on 
board  the  Uecla  at  the  time  of  said  col- 
lision ;  and,  whether  the  cause  of  the 
serious  loss  of  life  occasioned  thereby 
will  be  investigated  by  an  independent 
tribunal  ? 

Thb  secretary  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  Asshetok  Cross),  in  reply,  eaid,  he 
waa  unable  to  obtain  the  names  of  the 
jurymen  ;  but,  as  far  as  an  independent 
inquiry  went,  he  could  state  to  his  hon. 
Friend  that  the  whole  case  was  tho- 
roughly investigated  before  a  court  mar- 
tial, and  that  tbe  officers  of  the  Meela 
were  stated  to  have  been  free  from  all 
blame. 

CIVIL  SERVICE-LOWER  DIVISION 
CLERKS  AND  WRITERS. 

Ma.  RTJLESTON  asked  Mr.  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer,  Whether  he  has 
been  able  to  consider  the  Memorials 
preseoled  to  the  Treasury  on  behalf  of 
the  Lower  Division  clorkc,  and  tbe  Civil 
Service  writers,  and  others,  under  the 
Fluyrair  scheme,  asking  for  a  Parlia- 
mentary inquiry  ;  and,  if  so,  whether  be 
will  adviso  that  a  Committee  of  this 
House  be  granted  early  next  Session  ? 


The  CHANCELLOR  op  the  EXCHE- 
QUER: The  Memorial  of  the  Lower 
Division  clerks,  which  has  recently 
been  received,  will  be  considered  by  tbe 
Treasury ;  that  of  the  Civil  Service 
writers  has  been  referred  to  the  Civil 
Service  Commissioners,  by  whom  the 
Regulations  affecting  them  are  adminis- 
tered. I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  have  not 
yet  been  able  to  give  to  this  important 
subject  tbe  attention  it  deserves;  end, 
therefore,  I  ehould  not  like  to  give  a 
doGnite  promise  with  reference  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Committee  next  year 
to  inquire  into  the  working  of  the  Play- 
fair  scheme ;  but  I  am  disjiosed  to  ihink 
that  such  an  inquiry  would  be  desirable. 
It  is  proposed  to  obtain  Reports  from 
the  different  Departments  as  to  the 
working  of  the  scheme,  so  that  the  re< 
plies  received  would  foiHn  a  basis  for 
the  investigation  of  such  a  Committee  it 
appointed. 

Mr.  PULESTON  asked,  would  the 
inquiry  deal  with  the  particular  case  of 
tbe  Civil  Service  writers  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  ofthe  EXCHE- 
dUER:  Tts,  Sir;  that  is  so. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  asked,  would  th« 
case  of  the  Inland  Revenue  officers  with 
tbe  Excise  Department  be  included  ? 

TheCHANCELLOR  ofthe  EXCHE- 
QUER: So  far  as  I  am  aware  that 
matter  has  been  settled. 

CATTLE  IMPORTATION-CANADIAN 
AND  AMERICAN  CATTLE. 

Mr.  DUGKHAM  asked  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  Whe- 
ther the  following  arrangement,  as  an- 
nounced in  the  netvepapers  of  last  week, 
has  received  the  sanction  of  the  Privy 
Council,  viz.  : 

"Sir  J.  B.  Lsnes,  bart.  h&s  accepted  Mr. 
jroreton  Frewen'a  offer  of  £0  head  of  lean 
stock  from  WyominK  to  feed  and  fatten  in 
Eigknd;" 

and,  whether  any,  and,  if  so,  what,  pre- 
cautionary measures  will  be  enforced  to 
guard  against  the  introduction  of  con- 
tagious diseases  by  those  animals,  see- 
ing that  the  Canadian  Oovernment  deem 
it  requisite  to  prohibit  the  transit  of 
cattle  from  Wyoming  through  Canada 
as  a  precaution  ag<iinst  the  introductioa 
of  contagious  and  fatal  diBoases  ? 

Mn.    ALBERT     GREY    asked    the 

Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster, 

Whether  it  is  the  case  that  cattle  from 

the  United  States  are  received  without 
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any  quarantine  Into  C&nada  at  SarniR, 
and  are  carried  400  miles  through 
Canada  to  Atontreal ;  whether  cattle  are 
confltaotly  admitted  into  the  North  AVeat 
of  Canada  from  the  United  States  with- 
out any  quarantine  ;  whether  Montana 
Baochemen  are  in  the  habit  of  driving 
their  cattle  to  MaploCreet  on  the  Cana- 
dian Faci6c  Railroad,  and  conveying 
them  eastward  by  that  road ;  whether, 
in  reply  to  Lord  Derby  last  year.  Lord 
Lansdowne  staled  that,  after  inquiry,  it 
appeared  that  the  territories  of  Wyoming 
and  Montana  were  found  to  be  free 
from  contagious  disease ;  and,  whether 
it  is  true,  as  stated  by  Zand  and  Water, 
of  8th  August,  that— 

"  Ijiit  vMT  some  Tery  large  ooDBigDmenti  of 
United  Stntea  cstlla  were  mads  by  ths  new 
outlet  northward  by  trail  to  Uapla  Crsek,  on 
the  main  Sioe  of  the  Canadian  FaciBo  Railway, 
andtbeoca  eaitward  over  the  line,  t>"i  Wimiipe^. 
to  St  Fau!  and  Chicaf;o.  It  ia  now  proposed  to 
aSbrd  a  belter  aerviue  between  the  Montana 
Tsnchea  and  eaitern  American  markets  by  build- 
ing; N  Una  of  railway  from  Mediciao  Hat,  a 
thriving  town  in  the  Canadian  North-Weet.  on 
the  nwia  line  of  the  Canadian  PaciBc  Hailway, 
southward!  to  Fort  Ben  too,  Montana,  a  distance 
of  ISo  milet,  and  thug  make  Medicine  Hat  the 
]K>iot  of  joiniag  the  rails,  instead  of  Maple 
Creek.  The  export  live  cattle  and  aheep  trade 
of  Canada  uontinuea  thia  tessoa  to  grow." 

The  chancellor  of  thh  DUCHY 
(Mr.  Ohapus)  :  It  will  be  for  the  con- 
venioDoe  of  the  House  if  I  answer  the 
two  Questiooe  separately ;  and  in  reply 
to  the  hon.  Member  fur  Hereford  (Mr. 
Duokham)  I  have  to  say  that  no  ar- 
rangement of  the  kind  mentioned  hae 
been  aanotioned  by  the  Privy  Council, 
nor  have  they  received  any  communica- 
tion or  information  on  the  subject.  The 
bon.  Member  for  South  Northumberland 
(Mr.  A.  Grey)  asks  me  six  Questione, 
which  I  shall  be  glad  to  answer  to  the 
best  of  my  ability.  But  they  have  in- 
volved resaarahes  into  papers,  some  of 
them  extending  as  far  back  aa  1880,  and 
I  oonfesa  I  should  have  been  glad  of  a 
somewhat  longerNotioeof  the  inquiries. 
In  reply  to  the  first,  by  an  Order  of  the 
Canadian  Privy  Council,  passed  in  1880, 
the  importation  into  Canada,  excepting 
the  North -Western  States,  of  animals 
from  the  United  States  was  prohibited. 
That  order  is  still  in  force,  the  only 
exception  being  that  animals  are  al- 
lowed under  certain  conditions  to  pass 
through  Canada  in  bond  from  one  part 
of  the  United  States  territory  to  an- 
other. In  virtue  of  that  exception,  it  ia 
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true  that  cattle  are  received  into  Canada 
at  Saruia,  and  are  carried  as  far  aa 
Lynn,  not  Montreal,  and  from  there 
tliey  are  taken  on  for  ahiproent  to 
Duited  States  porta.  In  reply  to  the 
second,  cattle  are  not  constantly  ad- 
mitted into  Canada  from  the  United 
Slates,  excepting  from  extreme  western 
points  in  Alberta  and  Assiniboia,  near 
the  Bocky  Mountains,  and  then  only 
subject  to  strict  regulations  as  to  their 
sanitary  condition.  As  to  the  third,  I 
have  been  unable  to  obtain  information 
as  to  the  practice  of  the  Montana 
Banchemen  in  driving  their  cattle  to 
Maple  Creek,  and  thence  conveying 
them  eastward.  But  if  that  ia  so,  I 
apprehend  it  ia  only  for  the  purpoee  of 
traneit  from  one  part  of  the  State  to  an- 
other. In  reply  to  the  fourth,  the  only 
statement  I  can  find  from  Lord  Lana- 
downe  is  a  negative  statement,  con- 
tained in  a  despatch  to  Lord  Derby  of 
September,  1884,  in  two  paragraphs,  to 
this  effect — 

"  The  result  of  the  iaveiUgatians  which  have 
recently  been  instituted  by  the  deaire  of  the 
Uinitter  of  AgricuUuTe  has  been  to  satisfy  hin 
that,  although  there  ia  no  Evidence  to  show  that 
infections  diseaSB  at  praseot  exists  in  Wyoming, 
UoDtaDa,  and  Colorado,  pleuro-pneamooja  haa 
undoubtedly  manifested  itself  in  llliDois." 
And  then  he  goes  on  to  say — 

"  In  view  of  this  state  of  things,  the  Do- 
minion GoTemraeot  have  come  to  the  concln- 
siun  that  the  momSQt  would  be  a  very  inop^r- 
tnne  one  for  a  relaxatiOQ  of  the  precantioiis 
against  the  admission  of  disease." 

I  have  no  information  as  to  the  truth  of 
the  newspaper  paragraph  referred  to  in 
the  firth  Question ;  and  in  reply  to  the 
sixth,  the  exports  of  cattle  and  sbeep 
from  Canada  in  1884  showed  a  falling 
off  of  some  25,000  animals  since  1863. 
In  regard  to  this  year,  I  r^ret  that  I 
realty  have  not  had  time  to  complete  the 
compariaon  week  by  week,  which  would 
he  necessary  between  this  year  and  last 
year,  since  I  saw  the  Notice  of  the  hon. 
Member's  Question. 

Mr.  BRODBIOK  asked  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  Her  Majesty's  Qo- 
vernment  would  use  their  influence  with 
the  Dominion  Government  to  induce 
them  to  allow  these  cattle  to  be  im- 
ported into  Canada  ? 

Me.  STAVELEY  HILL  asked  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  would 
ascertain  whether  these  cattle  could  be 
brought  into  this  country  at  a  remunera- 
tive price  ? 
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Sir  EDWARD  WATKIN  asked  whe- 
ther there  vas  not  a  diacussion  going  on 


TnECHANOELLOEoFTnEDUCHT: 
I  apprehend.  Sir,  that  the  first  duty  of 
the  QoTernment  ia  to  aacertaia  whether 
cattle  can  be  importeil  without  risk  of 
iDtroducing  disease;  and,  viewing  the 
queaiion  in  that  light,  I  am  unable  to 

Sire  an  answer  in  the  affirmatiTe  to  the 
ueation  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman. We  have  reason  to  believe  that 
at  the  present  time  American  store  stock 
could  not  he  imported  into  this  country 
with  a  due  regard  to  safety. 

Colonel  NOLAN  wished  to  know 
whether  the  Ovremment  had  received 
any  Beport  from  veterinary  surgeons  to 
the  effect  that  lean  or  store  cattle  would 
be  less  likely  to  introduce  disease  than 
fat  cattle  ? 

The  chancellor  ofthb  DUCHY 
eaid,  he  was  not  aware  that  they  had 
reoeivAl  any  such  information. 

ALLOTMENTS  EXTENSION  ACT,  1882— 
FOLKESTONE  CHARITT  LAND. 

Ma.  JESSE  C0LHN08  asked  the 
Vice  Prenident  of  the  Committee  of 
Council,  If  he  is  aware  that  the  Trualees 
of  the  Folkestone  Charity  Land  refuse 
to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  AUot- 
menta  Extension  Act,  1683,  and  are  de- 
manding prohibitory  rents  fur  the  land  ; 
if  he  has  seen  the  following  statement 
in  Th»  FoUulont  Nt«» : — 

"  Ths  rent  asked  ia  too  high,  the  object 
being,  no  doubt,  to  diBconrago  applicants,  and 
then  to  abow  thnt  the  laud  wm  not  required : " 
and,  whether  the  Charity  Commissioners 
will  compel  the  Tniateoa  to  offer  the 
lands  at  each  lenta,  and  under  such  con- 
ditions, as  the  Act  directs  ? 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUXGIL  (Mr.  E.  Sta.\hope):  The 
Trustees  do  not  refuse  to  carry  out  the 
provision  of  the  Allotments  Extension 
Act,  so  far  as  relates  to  giving  the  no- 
tices under  Section  4,  and  those  notices 
have  been  given.  The  rent  asked  is 
1(.  2d.  per  rod,  and,  regarded  simply  as 
an  agricultural  rent,  is,  of  course,  very 
high ;  but  I  am  not  able  to  say  whether 
the  position  of  the  land  as  regards 
Folkestone,  or  any  other  circumstances, 
make  it  a  fair  rent.  If  complaint  is 
made  that  the  Trustees  have  failed 
to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Act,  the  Charity  Commission  inform 
me  that  they  will  take  the  steps  pre- 
scribed in  that  oaae  by  Section  10  of 
the  Act. 


between  the  Trustees  and  the  owners 
of  land  a  little  further  aGeld  with  a 
view  to  solve  the  diEGoulty,  which  en- 
tirely depended  upon  the  faot  that  the 
land  propoaed  to  be  used  for  these  small 
holdings  was  really  building  land,  which 
ought  to  be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the 
particular  charities  P 

Ur.  JES3E  CODLINGS  asked  whe- 
ther the  Trurtees  did  not  a  few  months 
ago  offer  land  at  7(f.  per  rod,  or  £4  ISt.id. 
an  acre ;  and  whether  they  did  not  raise 
the  rent  to  1(.  2d.  per  rod,  or  double  the 
price,  on  finding  that  it  was  eagerly 
sought  for ;  also  whether  the  olerk  to 
ihe  Trustees  had  not  let  a  portion  of 
the  land  to  his  own  relatives  at  a  farm 
rental  ? 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  said,  that 
he  had  no  information  whatever  before 
him  tending  to  support  the  allegaliona 
contained  in  the  Questions  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Ipswich.  He  thought  it 
was  extremely  probable  that  what  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Hythe 
(Sir  Edward  Watkin)  stated  was  the 


METROPOLITAN  WATER  COMPANIES. 

General  Sib  GEORGE  BALFODB 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  Whether  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  will  cause  a  state- 
ment to  be  prepared,  fur  the  information 
of  the  next  Parliament,  showing  ihe 
capita',  including  loans  and  debentures, 
the  gross  income,  working  expenses,  and 
net  divisible  profits  of  the  Metropolitan 
Water  Companies  for  the  years  1880 
to  1884  incluaive;  and  a  comparative 
atatement  showing  the  amount  the  Com- 
panies would  respectively  have  received, 
in  the  same  years,  under  the  provisional 
agreements  of  the  late  Mr.  Edmund 
James  Smith,  as  embodied  in  "The 
Metropolitan  Waterworks  Purchase  Bill, 
1880,"  and  showing  the  capital,  in- 
cluding loans  and  debentures,  of  each 
Company,  as  it  stood  at  the  date  of  the 
provisional  agreements;  and  a  state- 
ment of  the  amount  of  capital  ex- 
pended upon  new  works  during  the 
same  period  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AssHEtoN  Caoss),  in  reply,  said,  that 
a  Return  bad  been  presented  to  Parlia- 
ment giving  the  information  required 
by  the  non.  and  gallant  Membei-.  , 
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LAW  AND  POLICE-ELIZA  ARMSTBONG, 
A  ClIILU  USDER  14  YEAIW. 

Mr.  cavendish  BENTINCK 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  Whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  anartiole  in  Z/oyd'* 
Weekly  Newtpaper  of  the  9th  instant, 
headed  "A  Uother's  Search  for  her 
Child,"  and  referring  to  the  alleged  dis- 
appearance of  Eliza  Armstrong,  a  girl 
under  fourteen  years  of  age  ;  and,  whe- 
ther he  has  directed  any  inquiry  to  be 
made  vitti  reference  to  this  matter ; 
and,  if  bo,  with  what  result  ? 

Mb.  HOPWOOD,  before  the  right 
hon.  Qentleman  answered  the  Question, 
wished  to  ask  him  whether  the  offences 
of  decoying  a  child  under  14  and  of  re- 
oeiving  a  child  so  decoyed  were  not 
felony  under  the  existing  law,  under 
which  the  parties  might  be  prosecuted  ? 

The  SEOEETAEY  of  STATE  (Sir 
E.  AasHETON  Oaosa) :  Tea,  Sir ;  they 
are.  My  attention  has  been  called  to 
this  ease,  and  I  have  instituted  a  number 
of  inquiries.  As  the  result  I  have 
thought  it  my  duty  to  take  tha  opinion 
of  the  Attorney  General. 

RECREATION    GROUNDS- WOODCOTB 

GREEN,  BROMSGROVE. 

Mb.  JESSE  COLLINGS  asked  the 

Secretary  of  Slate  for  tlie  Home  Depart- 
ment, It  he  is  aware  that  the  Land  Com- 
missioners, by  their  an-ai-d  signed  July 
5tli,  l8o3,  gave  a  piece  of  land,  being  a 
part  of  Woudcote  IJreen.  and  containing 
twii  acres,  to  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  to 
be  held  by  him  and  his  heirs  in  trust  as 
a  place  of  recreation  for  the  inhabitants 
of  Bromsgrovo;  mheiher  he  is  aware 
that  Iho  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  is  now  let- 
ling  tha  land  and  taking  the  rents  fur 
the  same  ;  and,  wliether  the  Land  Com- 
missiouerswillUirei.ttheTrusteetocariy 
out  the  award,  and  restore  the  land  to 
the  people  of  Bromagrove  to  be  used  as 
a  reireation  ground? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AssHETOX  Cross),  in  reply,  said,  he 
believed  it  was  quite  true  that  in  18.^5 
an  award  was  made  giving  the  land  in 
question  to  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  to 
be  held  by  him  and  bis  heirs,  in  trust,  as 
a  place  for  the  exercise  and  recreation  of 
tlje  inhabitant*  of  Brompgrove.  That 
was  done  under  the  general  Intlosure 
Act,  1845.  What  the  Earl  of  Shrews- 
hury  had  done  he  did  not  know,  as  he 


knew  nothing  about  tbe  facts ;  but  the 
Commissioners  informed  him  that  if  tha 
facts  were  as  stated  in  the  Question  tbey 
had  no  power  at  all  to  direct  tbe  present 
owner  of  the  land  to  act  as  suggested  id 
the  Question.  He  might  inform  the  hon. 
Member  that  ainco  the  passing  of  the 
Act  of  1876  no  more  land  could  ba 
allotted  as  hod  been  tbe  case  here. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  asked  if  he 
rightly  understood  that  the  Earl  of 
Shrewsbury  had  deliberately  put  aside 
the  award,  and  that  the  Land  Commis- 
sioners refused  to  enforce  their  award  ? 

The  secretary  op  STATE :  The 
Commieeioners  say  they  have  no  juris- 
diction to  direct  the  present  owner  of  the 
land  OS  suggested  in  the  Question. 

THE  CHARITY  COMMISSIONERS' 
SCHEMES— LABOURERS'  ALLOTMENTS. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  asked  tbe 
Vice  President  of  the  Committee  of 
Council,  Whether  the  Charity  Commis- 
sioners will  issue  and  make  public  a  list 
of  the  Schemes  sanctioned  by  them,  in 
which  they  have  omitted  to  insert  pro- 
visions for  allotments,  so  that  the  agri- 
cultural labourers  and  others  interested 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  applying  to 
the  Commissioners  to  remedy  their  error 
by  tbe  insertion  of  such  provisions  in 
amended  Schemes? 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  :  It  is  the 
practice  of  the  Charity  Oommi»Bioners  to 
provide  in  their  stbeme  that  every  person 
interested  in  the  Charily  may  have  ac- 
cess to  the  scheme,  and  in  any  case 
where  he  maj  be  unable  to  do  eo  the 
Commissioners  are  ready  to  afford  every 
information,  I  will  personally  look  into 
the  list  of  schemes  mentioned  by  the 
hon,  Member,  in  order  to  see  if  there  is 
any  case  where  amendment  appears  to 
be  necessary ;  but  I  cannot,  as  at  pre- 
sent advised,  publish  the  list. 

LAW  AND  POLICE  (IRELAND)— AFFEAT 
IN  COUNTY  MO.VAGHAN. 
Mb.  HEALY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Wbat  are  the  facts  with  regard  to  the 
attack  made  by  an  armed  Orange  Expe- 
dition on  some  Catholics  in  county 
Monaghan  on  Thursday  last;  what  is  the 
condition  of  the  wounded  man  whom 
they  fired  on ;  is  it  usual  for  bail  to  ha 
token,  as  in  this  cose,  for  persou  ac- 
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cused  of  attempted  nmrdot  against  the 
expreEEcd  wish  of  the  pulice  authorities  ; 
nill  the  Governmeat  give  iiiBtructions 
that  armed  bands  caonot  be  allowed  to 
proceed  through  the  country  in  the  way 
these  Orangeoien  have  done,  letting  off 
shots  and  using  insulting  expressions 
amongst  a  Catholic  population ;  is  it  true, 
as  stated  in  The  Frteman'i  Journal  of 
August  10th,  thattheleadersof  the  rioters 
were  Dr.  Hall,  Medical  Officer  to  the 
Monaghan  Workhouse ;  Mr.  John  John- 
son, Deputy  Clerk  of  the  Feaoe  for  Mona- 
ghan ;  and  Mr.  Jackson,  J.F.,  Manager 
of  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  Castleblayney ; 
ii  BO,  will  persons  holding  official  posi- 
tions be  retained  in  the  public  service ; 
and,  will  the  Qoverument  consider  the 
advisability  of  indicting  the  organisera 
of  the  movement  on  a  charge  of  oou- 
spiraoy  to  murder  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Sir  Wil- 
liam Hakt  Otkz)  :  As  proceedings  are 
at  present  pending  against  three  men  in 
connection  with  this  affair,  I  am  ad- 
vised that  it  would  not  be  right  for  me 
to  make  any  statement  in  reference 
thereto,  or  to  the  conduct  of  any  person 
connected  with  it.  The  legal  questions 
involved  will  be  dealt  with  by  the  At- 
torney General  in  due  course  when  the 
depositions  shall  have  been  sent  to  him 
by  the  Crown  Solicitor.  I  understand 
the  wounded  boy  is  progressing  favour- 
ably. 

Mr.  HEALT  :  Would  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  have  any  objection  to  state 
whether  these  three  men  who  are  re- 
ferred to— Dr.  Hall,  Medical  Officer  of 
the  Monaghau  Workhouse  ;  Mr.  John 
Johnson,  Deputy  Clerk  of  the  Peace  for 
Monaghan ;  and  Mr.  Jackson,  J. P., 
Manager  of  the  Sauk  of  Ireland,  Castle- 
blayney — were  the  leaders  of  this  armed 
band  ;  and,  whether  persons  occupying 
official  positions  would  be  allowed  to 
parade  through  the  country  at  the  head 
of  an  organization  of  this   kind   with 

The  chief  SECRETARY  said,  he 
could  add  nothing  to  what  he  had  said. 

THE  ELECTORAL  ACT9- 
DISTKIBUTION. 
Sib  henry  JAMES  asked  th«  Se- 
cretary of  Slate  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, Whether  he  would  take  steps  to 
have  the  new  Electoral  Acts,  the  Fran- 
chise Act,  the  Redistribution  Act,  and 
the  Kegistration  Acts  at  once  printed 


and  distributed  ?  Before  the  change  of 
Goverumeut  a  promise  was  made  that 
those  Acts  should  be  distributed  at  an 
early  period,  so  as  to  be  In  the  hands 
of  all  concerned  before  the  General 
Election. 

Mr,  BRODRICK  suggested  that  the 
new  Corrupt  Practices  Act  should  also 
be  issued. 

TiiE  SECRETARY  oy  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AssHEToN  Cross)  said,  ha  should  take 
oaro  tbat  was  carried  out  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. With  regard  to  the  further  Ques- 
tion, the  Corrupt  Practices  Act  could  be 
bought  at  the  Queen's  Printers. 

MOTIONS. 


PARLIAMENT  —  BUSINESS     OF     THE 

HOUSE— THE  PEUHOOATION— MINI- 

8TEBIAL  STATEMENT. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN:  With  refer- 
ence to  the  Notice  which  stands  in  the 
name  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer in  regard  to  suspending  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  to-morrow,  I  wish  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  what  Business  he 
proposes  to  take  then ;  and  whether  he 
will,  as  I  believe  has  always  been  cus- 
tomary, give  a  pledge  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  move  the  adjournment  of  the 
House  to-morrow  as  soon  as  the  Govern- 
ment BuNiness  is  disposed  of? 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  tee  EXCHE- 
QUER :  When  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man rose  I  was  about  to  make  the  Mo- 
tion of  which  I  had  given  Notice — 
namely,  tbat  the  Standing  Orders  relat- 
ing to  Wednesday  Sittings  be  suspended 
to-morrow.  I  propose  this,  of  course, 
with  the  view  of  winding  up  the  Busi- 
ness of  the  SesfiioD  ;  and  I  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  quite  within 
his  rights  in  asking  for  such  an  under- 
taking as  be  has  suggested,  and  which 
I  am  prepared  to  give.  I  have  com- 
municated with  the  noble  Marquess  op* 
posite  (the  Marquess  of  Hartiogton), 
who  has,  as  is  the  customary  practice, 
undertaken  to  second  the  Vole  of  Thanks 
to  Her  Majesty's  Forces  for  their  ser- 
vices in  the  Soudan  ;  and  I  have  ascer- 
tained that  it  would  be  more  conrenient 
for  many  reasons  that  the  Vote  should 
be  proposed  to-morrow  instead  of  Thure- 
day.  I  therefore  propORO  that  the 
House  should  meet,  if  my  Resolution  is 
carried,  at  3  o'clock  to-morrow.  The 
first  Business  will  be  the  Vote  of  Thanlir 
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toHer  Mftjoaly's  Forces  for  their  aarrices 
in  the  Suudan  ;  and  then  ne  ehall  pro- 
ceed with  Buy  Business  on  the  PnpeT 
that  may  not  ha  completed  to-night, 
with  the  Heport  and  remaining  stages 
of  the  Iriiih  Land  Purchase  Bill,  and 
with  the  Hnport  on  the  Housing  of  the 
Working  CUesea  Biil,  if  the  Committee 
should,  as  I  anticipate,  conclude  to-night. 
Then  there  is  another  Bill  which  alsn 
stands  on  the  Paper,  to  which  I  observe 
there  is  no  opposition — the  Educational 
Endowments  (Ireland)  Bill.  That  Bill 
has  passed  the  House  of  Lords ;  and  if 
'it  is  read  a  second  time  to-night,  I  hope 
we  shall  be  able  to  take  the  Committee 
and  final  stages  to-morrow.  That  would 
leave  no  further  Business  for  the  House 
to  consider.  In  that  case  we  might  pos- 
sibly be  able  to  adjourn  over  Thursday, 
and  the  Prorogation  might  take  ploca 
Friday  or  Saturday,  at  the  latest.  Thi 
arrangements,  of  course,  depend  upon 
the  progress  mode  to-night  and  to-mor- 
row. I  therefore  make  the  formal  Mo- 
tion that  the  Standing  Orders  in  regard 
to  Wednesday  Sittings  be  susponded. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Standing  Orders  relating  to 
Wednesday  Sittings  be  suspended  To- 
morrow,"— (llr.  Chane*llor  of  thf  Ea- 
ehtjuir.) 

Mr.  CHAMBEItL.\IN  thought  the 
House  would  not  abject  to  the  Motion 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  Smh  a 
Motion  was  quite  reasonable,  snd  ac- 
cording to  precedent.  He  only  wished 
it  to  bo  made  perfectly  clear  that  when 
the  Business  to  whtob  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  referred,  or  such  of  it 
as  was  not  concluded  that  night,  had 
been  dealt  with,  he  would  then,  on  be- 
Iialf  of  the  Government,  move  the  ad- 
journment of  the  House,  and  that  no 
other  BuBrnesi  would  he  tnken. 

Mk.COLERIDQE  KENNAED  hoped 
he  might  be  permitted  to  put  in  a  plea 
for  the  Police  Enfranchisement  Bill. 
Two  years  had  been  engaged  in  enfran- 
chising people,  and  it  would  be  hard 
if  they  were  to  separate  without  bestow- 
ing some  slight  attention  on  this  im- 
portant subject.  They  might  reject  the 
Bill  if  they  pleased  i  but  he  appealed 
to  the  QoTernment  to  give  the  House 
an  opportunity  of  discussing  it. 

Mb.  BBYOE  hoped  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  also  take  into  his 
consideration  the  Infants  Bill,  which  had 
J7u  ChmctOor  of  the  ^uhtfutr 


passed  the  House  of  Lords,  and  which 
had  received  the  approral  of  ike 
highest  Legal  Authorities  in  the  other 
House. 

Mr.  sexton  pointed  out  that  .the 
Lords  had  made  considerable  Amend- 
ments in  the  Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill; 
and  he  wished  to  know  if  those  Amend- 
ments would  betaken  into  oonaideratioa 


Mb.  BBODBICK  endorsed  the  ap- 
peal of  the  hon.  Member  for  Saliebnrj 
(Mr.  Coleridge  Kennord),  with  reference 
to  the  Police  Enfranchisement  Bill.  He 
had  lately  addressed  a  number  of  meet- 
ings in  different  parts  of  the  country, 
and  was  in  a  position  to  say  that  there 
was  a  very  strong  feeling  in  favour  of 
taking  the  sense  of  the  House  upon  the 
measure.  If  that  was  not  done  the 
attitude  of  bon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
with  regard  to  it  would  be  misinter- 
preted at  the  Election. 

Sjr  henry  JAUES  said,  they  mnst 
take  their  chance  of  being  misinter- 
preted; but  the  remarks  of  the  hon. 
Member  explained  the  action  of  some 
of  the  supporters  of  this  Bill,  who  were 
anxious  that  their  views  should  not  be 
misinterpreted.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  not  regard  this  as  a  Party  ques- 
tion ;  hut  he  wished  to  point  out  that 
in  the  present  condition  of  the  House  it 
was  impossible  to  obtain  an  adequate 
expression  of  opinion  on  this  Bill. 

Mr.  speaker  interposed,  and  said 
that  on  the  Motion  now  before  the 
House  it  was  out  of  Order  to  discuss  the 
provisions  of  particular  Bills. 

TRECnANCBLLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER, in  reply  to  the  main  qunxlion, 
reminded  the  h<m.  Member  for  theTuwer 
Hamlets  (Mr.  Bryce)  that  the  death  sen- 
tence on  his  little  Bill  bad  been  pro- 
nounced by  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Birmingham  (Mr.  Chamberlain).  It 
would  be  quite  impossible  for  him  to 
give  special  favours  to  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man as  against  other  hon.  Members. 
For  the  same  reason  he  was  afraid  that 
he  could  not  do  anything  with  regard 
totho  Police  EnfranchisementBill.  He 
sympathized  largely  with  his  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Coleridge  Kennard)  in  the  eSbrts 
which  he  had  made  to  obtain  the 
consideration  of  bis  Bill  by  the  House. 
If  he  had  been  more  fortunate  in  that 
respect  he  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer) believed  that  the  Bill  would 
have  been  carried  by  a  considerable  ma- 
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i'oritj;  but  he  would  remind  his  hon. 
^'riend  that  even  if  it  came  on  to-mor- 
roir,  it  was  hardly  possible  that  itcnuld 
become  law  in  the  very  limited  time 
that  remained  of  the  present  Session. 
Of  course^  the  Oovernment  Business  to- 
morrow Tonld  include  tbe  coDsideration 
of  the  L'lrds*  Ameadmeuts  to  the  La- 
bourers' (Ireland)  Bill,  and  at  the  close 
of  the  Oovemment  Business  he  would 
move  tbe  adjournment  of  the  House. 

Mb.  BBYOE  explained  that  the  In- 
fanta Bill  had  already  passed  the  House 
of  Lords. 

Motion  agrttd  to. 

PABLIASrENT— THE    NEW    RULES    OF 
PROCEDURE  (RULE   2)-ADJ0nHN. 
MENTOFTHB  HOUSE-THE  ItOrAL 
COMMISSION  ON  THE  DEPRESSION 
OF  TRADE   AND   INDUSTRY- COM- 
POSITION  OF  THE  COMSTISSION. 
Mh.  BEOADHnBST :    I  beg,    Mr. 
Speaker,  to  ask  leave  to  move  the  Ad- 
journment of  the  House  for  the  purpose 
of  discussing  a  defiQite  matter  of  urgent 
public  importance. 

Ma.  SPEAKER :  Will  tbe  hon.  Gen- 
tleman name  the  subject  ? 

Mb.  BBOADH0K8T:  The  composi- 
tion of  the  Boyal  Commission  on  Trade 
and  Industry. 

Mb.  SPEAKER;  The  hon.  Member 
for  Stoke  has  asked  leave  to  move  the 
Adjournment  of  the  House  for  the  pur- 
pose of  discussing  a  definite  question  of 
urgent  publio  importance — namely,  the 
composition  of  the  Royal  Commission  on 
Trade.  Is  it  your  pleasure  that  leare 
be  given  ?     [  C'riei  of  "  No,  no ! "] 

The  pleasure  of  the  House  not  having 
been  signified,  Mr.  Speaker  called  on 
those  Members  who  supported  the  Mo- 
tion to  rise  in  their  places,  and  less  than 
40  Members  having  risen  in  theirplaces 
the  House  proceeded  to  the  Orders  of  the 
Day. 

ORDERS   OF  THE  DAT. 

HOUSING  OP  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 

(ENGLAND)  BILL  [I<.rrf»].-[BiLL  248.] 

(Sir  S.  Aiihtton  Creu.) 

COUUITTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leare  the 
Chah." 


id,  ho  should  gladly  support  the  Bill, 
although  he  feared  it  would  not  do  as 
much  good  as  might  be  expected.  Be- 
lieving, as  he  did,  that  ihe  need  of 
the  working  classes  in  the  matter  of 
dwelling-houses  was  urgent,  and  would 
brook  no  further  delay,  he  could  not 
join  with  those  who  wished  the  matter 
postponed  until  such  time  as  the  local 
govemmant  question  could  be  adequately 
dealt  with.  If  this  smaller  measure 
were  rejected  it  might,  perhaps,  be  a  very 
long  time  before  a  larger  measure  would 
be  carried  ;  whereas,  if  this  Bill  were 
passed,  it  would  be  easy  to  extend  its 
provisions  if  they  were  found  to  work 
satisfactorily.  It  was,  in  his  opinion, 
absolutely  necessary  that  the  dwellings 
for  the  working  classes  should  be  built 
upon  plans  that  would  afford  reasonable 
remuneration  to  the  builders,  because  it 
would  be  impossible  to  carry  out  the 
proposals  of  philanthropists  if  the  dwelU 
ings  were  erected  at  a  loss.  Railways 
had  been  compelled  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment to  carry  third-class  passengers  for 
a  fixed  sum  in  covered  carriages;  and 
the  result  had  been  that  the  revenue  de- 
rived by  Railway  Companies  from  their 
third-class  passengers  was  more  than 
double  that  which  they  obtained  from 
their  first  and  second-class  traffic  put  to- 
gether. Thesame  principle  would  apply  in 
building ;  and,  therefore,  he  hoped  that 
the  sites  of  the  prisons  would  be  handed 
over  to  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works 
for  the  purpose  of  erecting  dwellings  for 
the  working  classes.  The  theory  that 
hod  been  put  forward  that  tbe  poorer 
classes  had  been  displaced  simply  for 
Metropolitan  purposes  was  an  utterly 
erroneous  one;  because  the  construction 
of  railways  and  tbe  erection  of  the  Royal 
Courts  of  Justice,  by  which  thousands 
of  poor  people  had  been  deprived  of 
their  homes,  had  been  undertaken  for 
the  benefit  of  the  community  at  large, 
and  not  merely  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Metropolis.  He  wished,  however,  to 
point  out  that  the  chief  obstacle  to  the 
erection  of  proper  dwellings  for  tbe 
working  classes  in  London  was  tbe 
House  Tax.  which  prevented  the  con- 
struction of  houses  of  more  than  two 
stories ;  and  until  they  removed  the 
House  Duty  they  would  not  give  Free 
Trade  fair  play  in  the  matter  of  pro- 
viding houses  for  the  working  classes. 
On  the  whole,  he  bad  great  pleasure  in 
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supporting  the  Bifl   bb   a    etep  ia  the 
right  diioution. 

Mb.  J.  G.  HUBBARD  said,  he  gave 
the  Bill  his  hearty  support.  There  was 
no  object  better  entitled  to  be  asaisted 
in   everj  way  by  the   State  than   the 

g roper  housing  of  the  working  cloeBes. 
arliament  had  already  eanctJaned  the 
aid  of  the  State  being  given  for  the  con- 
atruotion  of  harbours  of  refuge,  and  for 
the  purposes  of  education;  and  he  could 
Bee  nothing  mischievous,  or  injudicious, 
or  ill-tiotod  in  this  proposal  of  the  Ox>- 
rernment  to  throw  the  influence  of  its 
wealth  and  its  credit  in  the  direction  of 
improving  the  dwellings  of  the  working 
claasea.  The  Government,  it  appeared, 
were  willing  to  make  loans  at  3^  per 
cent.  The  clause  carrying  out  this  in- 
tention was,  however,  framed  so  as  to 
^ve  rise  to  a  good  deal  of  ambiguity 
and  unoertainty,  for  it  provided  that  3^ 
per  cent  should  be  the  minimum  rate 
of  interest,  but  that  the  Treasury  should 
fix  the  rate  at  such  a  figure  as  to  enable 
such  loans  ta  be  made  without  loss  to 
the  Exchequer.  He  should  strongly  re- 
commend the  Government  to  strike  these 
words  out,  whioh  really  meant  nothing 
at  all,  but  which  would  lead  to  much 
uncertainty.  As  to  the  Inhabited  House 
Duty,  he  agreed  with  the  hon.  Alderman 
that  it  involved  extreme  hardships,  and 
that  there  were  great  irregularities  in 
the  manner  in  whioh  it  was  enforced. 
It  was  not  chargeable  on  houses  of  less 
than  £20  value.  The  law  should  be  bo 
altered  that  large  blocks  of  houses  let 
out  io  tonementu  at  leas  than  £20  a-year 
each  should  also  be  exempted  from 
House  Duty.  This  tax  was  roally  a  very 
anomalous  one.  It  amounted  to  ^d.  iu 
the  pound,  while  the  Income  Tax  was 
&d.     This  was  a  duplication  of  taxation 
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be  removed  when  the  wliole  system  of 
taxation  was  reviewed.  He  hoped  tbnt 
the  buildings  erected  under  this  Bill 
would  be  exempted  from  House  Duty, 
for  this  would  give  some  impetus  to  its 
provisions.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the 
provision  with  regard  to  the  disused 
sites  of  Metropolitan  prisons  was  an  ad- 
mirable one,  as  it  would  enable  areas 
formerly  used  for  housing  criminals  to 
be  used  for  the  erection  of  dwellings  so 
arranged  and  constructed  that  they 
wouldtend  to  prevent  people  from  be- 
coming criminals.  To  the  Bill  generally 
he  gave  his  heartiest  support ;  for  until 
J&.  Aliernum  W.  Zawrntee 


this  question  of  overcrowding  was  dealt 
with  we  should  never  get  ihat  social 
amelioration,  domestic  comfort,  and 
decency  without  which  that  improve' 
ment  in  morals  which  they  were  all  de- 
sirous to  see  was  absolutely  impossible. 
Mr.  AETHUK  ARNOLD  said,  ha 
disagreed  with  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  who  denied 
that  the  question  of  leaseholds  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  this  question  of  the 
housing  of  the  working  classes.  In 
Vienna  the  average  number  of  persona 
in  each  bouse  was  60.  In  Paris  it  was 
29,  whereas  in  London  it  was  8.  The 
smallneas  of  the  number  in  London  was 
due,  in  his  humble  opinion,  in  no  small 
degree,  to  the  lensehold  system  prevailing 
in  the  Metropolis.  If  it  had  not  been 
for  that  system,  the  houses  of  the  Metro- 
polis would  probably  have  resembled 
those  of  Paris  and  Vienna,  where  the 
different  classes  of  society  were  brought 
more  together  than  here,  a  circumstance 
which  was  very  favourable  indeed  to 
the  advance  of  civilization.  It  had  been 
urged  in  support  of  the  provision  with 
regard  to  tlie  prison  sites  that  there  had 
been  a  great  displacement  of  labourers 
ia  Londun  on  account  of  the  erection  of 
public  buildings  ;  but  this  might  be  said 
in  respect  to  all  large  towns.  On  the 
other  hand,  London  artizans  had,  de- 
rived an  immense  advantage  from  the 
Underground  Railway,  which  provided 
them  with  a  very  cheap  and  rapid  mode 
of  conveyance  to  the  scene  of  theii 
work.  He  could  not  see  that  London 
had  any  special  claim  for  this  State 
subvention  which  the  Bill  proposed  to 
grant.  There  was  in  Lancashire  a  great 
deal  of  land  belonging  to  the  Crown 
and  to  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  the  large  towns  in  Lanca- 
shire would  have  just  as  strong  a  claim 
to  obtain  some  of  that  land  upon  similar 
terms  to  those  which  this  Bill  proposed 
in  respect  to  the  prison  sites.  He  pointed 
out  that  the  Prims  Minister  in  this  Bill 
was  uncunsciously  adhering  to  the  theory 
of  ransom,  but  with  this  difference- 
that  the  Government  of  the  noble  Lord 
proposed  to  pay  ransom  with  the  pro- 
perty of  the  State,  whereas  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Bir- 
mingham (Mr.  Chamberlain)  proposed 
to  pay  ransom  with  their  own' property. 
He  was  sorry  that  this  notion  should 
prevail ;  and  ho  was  glad  to  think  that 
on  the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
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South  Nortliumberland  (Mr.  Albert 
Grey)  tliey  would  bave  an  opportunity 
of  expressing  their  opinions  deGaitoly 
on  thifl  subject.  The  Home  Secretary 
referred  to  Clanse  13,  in  regard  to 
vMcfa,  in  ita  original  form,  and  etill 
more  in  the  form  in  which  ho  proposed 
to  amend  it,  there  were  very  grave  ob- 
jeotions.  Last  year  thePoliceandSani- 
tary  Committee  had  dealt  with  the  condi- 
tion  in  which  uDfumished  houses  were 
let ;  and  in  the  present  Session  they  had 
sanctioned,  in  the  case  of  several  Bills 
applying  to  importaat  Corporations,  the 
introduction  of  clauses  which  provided 
that  thero  should  be  no  letting  of  any 
house  for  the  purpose  of  human  habita- 
tion without  an  entry  by  the  oiBcers  of 
the  Corporation  and  a  certificate  of  the 
Sanitary  Authority.  Suppose  the  clause 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  should  be 
passed,  what  was  to  be  its  operation  ? 
Did  he  believe  that  it  would  be  opera- 
tive ?  He  could  scarcely  think  it  pos- 
sible. What  would  be  its  operation  in 
those  towns  possessing  the  power  of 
granting  a  certifioato  ?  Was  the  Impe- 
rial law  to  govern,  or  was  the  certiS- 
cate  of  the  sanitary  officer?  He  was 
of  opinion  that  this  proposal  would  in- 
troduoe  great  difficulty.  He  protested 
strongly  against  the  opinion  that  there 
oould  be  made  on  the  part  of  the  work- 
ing classes  of  London  any  claim  what- 
ever for  this  proposed  subvention  which 
could  not  be  equally  advanced  on  the 
part  of  the  working  classes  of  any  or  all 
of  the  great  cities  of  the  United  King- 
dom. 

Mr.  WARTON  said  that,  in  his  opi- 
nion, the  effect  of  the  provision  dealing 
with  the  condition  of  unfurnished  houses 
would  be  to  injure  the  value  of  bouse 
property.  He  thought  they  were'  in 
danger  with  such  a  provision  as  this  of 
being  beset  by  sanitary  experts,  who 
would  bring  forward  their  peculiar  crot- 
chets and  remedies  with  respect  to 
sewers  and  drains.  Within  the  last  few 
days  he  had  presented  127  Petitions 
from  building  societies  protestingagsinst 
the  Bill.  He  called  aitoation  to  the  im- 
mense amount  of  capital  inveat«d  by 
working  meu  out  of  their  hard-won 
earniuj^s  in  building  societies.  The  last 
Beturu  dealing  witti  these  investments, 
which  came  down  to  December,  1883, 
stated  that  the  assets  of  building  socie- 
ties amounted  to  more  than  £51,000,000. 
He  was   inclined    to   think,   however. 


that  in  round  numbers  there  were 
£70,000,000  invested  iu  such  under 
taking.4  as  those  with  which  the  Bil 
professed  to  deal,  and  the  working  men 
through  the  building  societies  weredoing 
byvoluntaryeffortswhatthis  Bill  sought 
to  make  compulsory.  Tho  working  men 
said  that  they  had  invested  their  savings 

these  societies  and  that  they  were 
ratepayers,  and  they  protested  against 
the  Bill  on  the  ground  that  it  interfered 
with  local  action.  The  point  to  which 
they  wished  to  call  especial  attention  was 
that  referring  to  the  selling  of  the  pri* 
son  sites  under  the  market  value  ;  and 
they  said  that  if  this  was  done  the  fact 
if  the  land  being  so  obtained  would 
lonflict  with  and  would  bo  in  opposition 
to  their  efforts  which  had  been  carried 

for  80  many  years.  Taking  a  broad 
and  general  view  of  the  Bill,  be  looked 
upon  it  as  evidence  that  the  Tory  Party 
showed  the  real  concern  they  had  for  the 
welfare  of  the  industrial  classes.  He  re- 
garded the  Bill  principally  as  a  proof  to 
the  working  classes  of  this  country  that 
the  Tory  Party  was  quite  as  much  if  not 
much  more  anxious  than  the  Liberal 
Party  to  do  everything  which  would 
tend  to  the  welfare  of  the  working 
classes.  It  was  an  effort  to  carry  out  the 
policy  inaugurated  by  the  late  Lord  Sea- 
consfield  —  lanttit*  »anilatum  —  and  he 
thought  it  could  not  be  placed  in  better 
hands  than  those  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman (Sir  B.  Asaheton  Cross),  who 
was  instrumoQtal  in  the  passing  of  the 
Artizana'  Dwellings  Act,  which  had 
been  so  great  a  boon  to  the  working 
classes. 

Mr.  BBYCE  said,  that  the  improve- 
ments which  were  needed  in  order  to 
bring  the  dwellings  of  the  working 
classes  into  a  satisfactory  state  were  so 
numerous  and  varied,  and  must  be  the 
result  of  ao  many  converging  influenoes 
and  agencies,  that  it  was  practically  im- 
possible for  any  one  measure  to  deal 
with  the  question.  Ke  was  glad  that 
the  Government  had  brought  forward 
this  Bill,  even  at  the  end  of  the  Session, 
and  that  they  should  bo  now  pushing  it 
forward  in  order  to  become  law.  It  was 
not  a  Bill  easy  to  criticize.  It  was  far 
from  being  a  comprehensive  measure ; 
it  was  a  straggling,  rambling  kind  of 
Bill ;  it  touched  a  great  variety  of  topics. 
making  a  little  improvement  here  and 
making  a  little  excision  there ;  but  it 
was  difficult  to  frame  a  Bill  of  this  kind  , 
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otherwMe.  He  hoped  hon.  Members 
irho  wished  to  introduce  Amendments 
would  now  be  chary  of  doinf;  so,  because 
they  might  overweightthe  Bill  and  raise 
new  questions  which  the  House  was  not 
in  a  position  adequately  to  discusa.  He 
did  not  think  it  was  possible  to  qo  on 
much  locger  without  a  conBiderable 
amendment  of  the  Suildings  Acts.  They 
had  not  sufficiently  provided  for  the 
erection  of  proper  sanitary  dwellings  in 
London,  and  especially  with  leferenoa 
to  the  providing  of  open  spaces  and  re- 
creation grounds  in  every  district  covered 
with  houses  of  the  poor.  In  regard  to 
the  provision  dealing  with  the  prison 
aites,  be  urged  the  GoTemment  to  with- 
draw it.  He  could  assure  the  Oovem- 
ment  that  nothing  would  so  much  facili- 
tate the  passing  of  the  Bill  and  disarm 
all  antagonism  to  it  as  a  concession  on 
this  point.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
admitted  that  that  Bill  was  only  an  in- 
stalment, and  that  it  would  probably 
have  to  be  supplemented  nest  year. 
Therefore,  there  was  no  urgency  for 
dealing  now  with  that  part  of  the  mea- 
aure,  which  really  required  more  con- 
sideration than  it  could  recnive  at  that 
period  of  the  Session.  AVIth  regard  to 
the  centralizing  portion  of  the  Bill,  be 
thought  that  the  Amendment  which  the 
Home  Secretary  proposed  to  introduce 
would,  on  the  whole,  sufficiently  meet 
that  difBculty.  In  London  the  Local 
Authorities  were  not  adequate  for  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  cast  upon  them, 
many  districts  being  so  poor  that  there 
were  few  persons  with  the  leisure,  edu- 
cation, and  esperieuoe  which  fitted  them 
to  perform  public  duties.  They  also 
wanted  that  public  spirit  which  existed 
in  the  provincial  towns,  and  they  wore 
not  controlled  in  the  same  way  by  pub- 
lic opinion  and  the  Press  as  was  the 
case  in  other  large  industrial  centres. 
Therefore,  he  admitted  that  there  were 
reasons  why  Local  Authorities  in  IiOndon 
required  a  stimulus  from  the  Central 
Authority.  At  the  same  time,  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  proper  system  of  Muni- 
cipal Qovemment  for  London  ought  to 
be  pressed  forward  at  the  earliest  pos- 
fiible  moment.  Turning  to  the  subject  of 
the  subvention  from  the  State  which  it 
was  now  proposed  to  give,  he  understood 
tbat  the  Home  Secretary  was  not  able 
to  give  them  an  estimate  of  the  amount 
of  the  subsidy  which  was  to  be  reoeived 
trom  the  State  in  respect  to  those  priwn 
Mr.  Bryet 


sites  in  London.  It  wa^  sa<d  that  the 
amount  would  be  small ;  but,  even  if 
tbat  were  so.  the  principle  involved  was 
a  large  one.  They  were  about  to  em- 
bark in  a  system  of  State  subventions 
for  the  provision  of  dwellings  for  the 
working  classes.  They  were  told,  in- 
deed, that  the  present  case  was  not  to ' 
be  drawn  into  a  precedent ;  but  every- 
thing of  that  kind  was  almost  certain  to 
be  drawn  into  a  precedent,  and  was  all 
the  more  likely  to  be  so  under  a  new 
Democratic  Parliament.  He  treated  that 
proposal,  therefore,  as  the  introduction 
of  the  principle  of  State  intervention  to 
find  dwellings  for  the  working  claases 
below  cost  price.  Supposing  the  laud 
on  which  the  prison  stood  was  worth 
£10,000  an  aero,  and  it  wai  sold  under 
the  Bill  to  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works  for  £B,000  an  acre,  that  would 
be  a  subsidy  on  the  part  of  the  State  to 
the  amount  of  £2,000  per  acre.  How 
was  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  "Works 
to  deal  with  the  dwellings  to  be  built 
on  these  sites  ?  Was  it  to  let  them  at 
the  ordinary  market  price  ?  If  it  did  it 
would makeaprofitcorrespondingto  the 
difference  between  paying  £8,ijoo  and 
£10,000  per  acre.  Was  it  intended 
that  the  Metropolitan  Board  should  be- 
come a  landlord  making  a  profit  ?  That 
was  a  very  undesirable  function  for  it 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfocb)  explained  that  he  had  never 
suggested  that  the  dwellings  erected  on 
the  prison  sites  should  be  let  below  the 
market  value. 

Mr.  BRYOE  said,  then  he  did  not  see 
the  advantage  of  selling  the  site  below 
the  market  price  unless  tbey  were  to  let 
the  dwellings  below  the  market  price. 
On  the  other  band,  if  the  dwellings  were 
let  below  the  proper  market  rate  the 
influx  of  people  into  London  would  be 
encouraged,  and  the  great  evils  arising 
from  the  undue  pressure  of  population 
would  be  stimulated.  In  the  nest  place, 
that  would  tend  to  lower  the  rata  of 
wages,  and,  further,  it  would  discourage 
and  drive  out  of  the  market  prirata 
enterprize.  The  owners  of  workmen's 
dwellings,  and  particularly  the  Com- 
panies which  now  provided  them,  would 
not  be  able  to  supply  those  dwellings  at 
the  price  tbey  bad  previously  done,  be- 
cause they  would  find  themselves  un- 
dersold by  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
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Works,  or  bv  those  to  whom  it  gave 
the  land.  That  disturhance  of  the 
mftrliet  rate  and  that  interr^rencs  with 
private  enterprize  would  tell  most  upon 
the  best  olaaa  of  landlords.  Tbe  bad 
class  of  Undlorda  now  made  a  large  per- 
centage upon  their  capital  by  admitting 
to  their  dweltiogs  a  far  greater  number 
of  inmates  than  they  ought  to  do.    Com- 

Sanies  such  as  that  with  which  the  boo. 
[ember  for  Gravesend  (Sir  Sydney 
Waterlow)  was  connected  refused  to  do 
ho;  and,  therefore,  tbey  did  not  obtain 
so  large  s  peruentage  on  their  capital  as 
that  other  class  of  landlords.  The  com- 
petition  of  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works  would  toll  most  against  the  better 
class  of  landlords  who  built  proper  sani- 
tary dwellings.  Under  present  condi- 
tions, as  was  shown  by  evidence  that  bad 
been  taken,  perfectly  good  and  healthy 
dwellings,  containing  no  more  than  the 
proper  number  of  in  ma  tea,  could  bo  pro- 
vided, and  yet  be  made  to  pay  5  or  6  per 
cent  on  the  capital  invested  in  them.  He 
knew  a  case  of  a  Company  formed  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  dwellings  for 
the  poor,  and  that  Company  was  able  to 
do  so,  and  at  the  same  time  to  pay  a 
dividend  of  4^  to  5  per  cent.  If  that 
Company  went  on,  and  others  like  it 
were  formed,  this  great  problem  was 
practically  solved,  btcause,  in  return  for 
a  dividend  of  A^  per  cent,  almost  an  un- 
limited amount  of  capital  could  be  com- 
manded. But  if  the  competition  of  the 
State  came  in  and  disturbed  private 
enterprize,  and  lowered  the  dividend  ia 
3^  per  cent,  no  capital  would  be  obtain- 
able from  private  sources.  He  sub- 
mitted that  all  these  facts  furnished 
very  grave  reasons  why  the  House 
should  pause  in  this  case.  There  was, 
he  contended,  an  abundant  spirit  of 
philenthropy  in  the  country,  which  only 
required  to  be  guided  and  directed 
wisely ;  but  by  passing  this  measure 
into  law  Parliament  would  paralyse  the 
efforts  of  the  philanthropist,  and,  in 
fact,  prevent  his  taking  action  at  all. 
They  ought  not  to  be  discouraged,  or  to 
rush  into  violent  remedies  in  this  mat- 
ter. AH  improvements  in  the  condition 
of  the  poorer  classes  of  the  community 
must  be  gradual,  and  must  result  from 
the  growth  of  better  habits  among  the 
working  classes  themselves  j  they  must 
depend  upon  moral  as  well  as  material 
improvements.  He  had  had  consider- 
able experience   in  these  datters  for 


some  15  years,  and  he  could  assert  that 
there  was  a  steady  and  real  progress 
gniugon  towards  a  better  state  of  things 
— a  progrosa  which  was  brought  about 
by  the  agency  of  education,  the  growth 
of  temperance,  the  repression  of  crime, 
and  by  the  coming  of  the  rich  among 
the  poor.  Let  them  have  laws  on  the 
subject  and  strengthen  them,  and  see 
that  they  were  strictly  enforced,  and  after 
that  let  them  take  all  such  steps  as  might 
properly  be  taken  to  attract  voluntary 
efforts  into  this  good  work  ;  but  they 
mujt  not  come  forward  and  superdcde 
the  agencies  now  at  work  by  substituting 
the  action  of  the  Stale  for  that  of  private 
enterprize. 

Mb.  fell  said,  he  desired  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  Bill  as  it 
affected  rural  districts,  where  there  was, 
at  any  rate,  as  much  attention,  if  not 
more,  paid  to  sanitary  matters  than  in 
towns.  Firstof  all  he  would  pointout  that 
the  Bill  was  going  to  apply  alt  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Lodging  House  Acts  from 
1851  to  1867  in  the  rural  districts;  and 
he  thought  the  House  should  carefully 
consider  whether  such  application  would 
not  do  an  injustice  to  the  poor  rather 
than  confer  a  benefit,  and  whether 
these  objectionable  provisions  would  not 
have  the  effect  of  rendering  the  whole 
of  the  Bill  inoperative  so  far  as  country 
districts  were  uonoerned.  He  did  not 
consider  that  the  Bill  touched  the  evil 
which  the  agricultural  community  com- 
plained of.  Bad  houses  were  generally 
found  in  the  open  villages,  into  which 
the  people  were  crowded  from  the  close 
parishes  in  which  they  were  employed. 
If  their  homes  were  improved,  still  the 
men  would  be  left  with  three  or  four 
miles  to  walk  to  their  work.  Again,  if 
the  provisions  of  this  Bill  were  adopted 
for  any  parish.  Boards  of  QuardiauB  would 
be  performing  the  duty  of  owner  and  oc- 
cupier at  the  expense  of  the  Union,  which 
he  considered  was  a  power  that  ought 
not  to  be  exercised  at  the  cost  of  the 
whole  area  of  the  Union,  thus  allowing 
a  landlord  to  escape  from  the  expense  of 
putting  hie  property  in  a  proper  sanitary 
condition.  This  was  a  departure  from 
the  principle  of  all  previous  legislation 
on  the  subject.  Ho  regretted  that  a 
Bill  of  so  much  importance  was  being 
hurried  through  Parliament  in  the  man- 
ner it  was  in  ttie  last  hours  of  the  Ses- 
sion, and  by  so  scantily  attended  a 
House.    It  would  be  much  better  that 
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tlie  subject  should  stand  over  altogether 
for  the  next  Porliament. 

StR  SYDNEY  WATERLOW  said, 
he  thought  those  nho  took  an  interest 
ia  the  quostion  ought  to  bo  very  grateful 
to  the  Government  for  having  brought 
forward  the  Bill  at  this  period,  and  at- 
tempting to  do  Biimething  to  give  effect 
to  the  valuable  recommendations  of  the 
Royal  Commiasiou,  I'hinking  that,  he 
was  of  opinion  that  the  sooner  they  got 
into  Committee  the  better.  He  did  not 
entirely  approve  of  the  provieions  of  tha 
Bill;  but  he  hoped  that  the  Govem- 
ment  irould  adopt  Amendments  which 
would  have  the  effect  of  making  the  Bill 
a  working  and  not  a  mere  fancy  mea- 
sure. It  seemed  to  him  that  there  were 
two  main  principles  in  the  Bill — one  con- 
tained in  ClauKe  3  and  the  other  in 
Clause  13.  With  regard  to  Clause  3, 
he  should  like  to  know  whether  it  was 
to  be  worked  on  the  Huph  of  tho  Arti- 
zans'  Dwellings  Act?  When  the  Me- 
tropolitan Board  of  Works  bought  the 
sites  of  the  prisons,  were  they  to  be 
compelled  to  sell  them  ear-marked  and 
set  aside  for  irorking  alasa  dwellings? 
Whenever  Corporations  built  they  al- 
ways built  at  an  enormous  expense,  and 
to  compel  the  Board  to  build  would  be 
putting  them  into  a  difficult  position, 
lor  either  their  tenants  would  practically 
he  the  recipients  of  alms,  or  they  would 
be  charged  the  full  maket  value  of  the 
rents,  and  then  tliey  woidd  receive  no 
benefit.  With  respect  to  Clause  13,  he 
thought  that,  subject  to  certain  modifi- 
cations to  which  ho  hoped  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  would  not  object, 
it  might  be  made  most  valuable  and 
beneficial. 

Me.  HOPWOOD  said,  that  the  Bill 
had  been  brought  in  hurriedly,  and  by 
agreement,  he  believed,  between  the 
two  Front  Benches.  He  very  much 
feared,  however,  that  in  the  race  for 
popularity  the  two  Front  Benches  were 
disposed  to  sacrifice  every  economic  prin- 
ciple in  their  desire  to  catch  votes.  It 
seemed  to  blm  that  the  Boyal  Commis- 
sion, in  presenting  the  Report  they  did, 
had  been  actuated  by  red-hot  benevolent 
motives,  and  had  not  been  so  deliberate 
in  their  action  as  they  might  have  been. 
He  really  thought  it  was  too  late  in  the 
Session  to  attempt  to  pass  a  Bill  of  this 
kind.  It  was  next  to  impossible  to 
transform  every  squalid  dwelling  into  a 
comfortable  one,  and  it  was  unwise  to 
Mr.  PtU 


create  expectations  that  could  not  be 
fulfilled.  The  failure  of  the  existing 
legislation  on  this  subject  ought  to  teach 
them  that.  An  immense  amount  of 
misery  had  been  produced  by  the  Arti- 
zans'  Dwellings  Acts.  People  had  beea 
cleared  out  of  the  houses  without  any 
place  being  provided  for  them  ;  and  he 
believed  that  similar  results  would  follow 
from  this  wetl-meant  legislation.  When 
they  set  about  benevolent  legislation 
tiiey  might  do  the  opposite  of  what  was 
intended,  and  pass  ill-conceived  mea- 
sures  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  popu- 
larity. In  the  administration  of  a  really 
good  Bill  the  municipal  principle  ought 
to  prevail ;  but,  on  the  present  occasion, 
this  appeared  to  be  nearly  altogether 
ignored.  It  wasproposed  thsttheLocal 
Government  Board  or  tha  Home  Oflice 
should  have  the  power  of  calling 
upon  Local  Authorities  to  pass  bye-laws 
fur  the  purpose  of  putting  the  Act  into 
execution.  But  where  were  the  people 
affected  by  these  bye-Iawa  to  go  during 
the  demolition  of  their  homes?  Then 
many  of  the  people  who  were  to  be 
called  on  to  set  io  motion  the  machinery 
created  by  the  Bill  wore  themselves  but 
very  little  better  off  than  those  for 
whom  they  were  to  be  ordered  to  find 
dwellings.  How  could  they  compel  rate- 
payers of  that  class  to  find  money  for 
the  purposes  of  the  measure  ?  The 
8rd  clause  provided  that  the  prices  of 
the  prison  sites  at  Coldbath  Fields  and 
Millbank  should  not  be  lees  than  the 
sum  paid  by  Her  Majesty  for  them.  But 
the  difference  between  that  and  the 
market  value  now  must  be  enormous. 
It  would  amount  to  a  groat  State  grant 
for  Metropolitan  improvement  only. 
Then  there  was  another  question  in  re- 
lation to  the  Settled  Land  Act.  It  ap- 
peared to  be  assumed  that  Parliament, 
by  passing  this  Bill,  might  give  a  trustee 
power  to  spend  the  trust  funds  so  as  to 
gratify  his  own  benevolence.  No  trustee, 
ttowever,  would  do  so  without  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Court.  Itwasopposed  to  the 
very  conception  of  a  trust ;  but  that  was 
the  way  this  Bill  proceeded.  The  Bill 
ought  to  have  been  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee,  instead  of  being  forced 
through  the  Rouse:  and  if  it  hsd  been 
referred  to  such  a  Committee  alt  those 
difficult  points  might  be  properly  dis- 
cussed. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  wished  to  say  a 
few  words  oo  the  subject  of  the  applica- 


1757     Soutincf  of  the  Working    (August  11,  1885}      ClattM  {England)  Sill.      1758 

tion  of  the  Bill  to  Scotland.  The  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill,  as  he  understood, 
were  taken  from  the  Beport  of  the  Boyal 
GoromiBeion  with  regard  to  England, 
and  he  believed  most  of  them  were  con- 
tained in  the  Report  with  regard  to  Ire- 
land ;  but  the  Home  Secretary  knew 
very  well  that  the  separate  Ueport  with 
regard  to  Scotland  did  not  contain  any 
of  those  provisions.  Therefore,  it  should 
be  borne  in  mind,  by  whatever  Govern- 
ment was  in  power  after  the  General 
Election,  that  is  no  souse  had  the  Re- 
port of  the  Commiesioa  with  regard  to 
Scotland  been  carried  out  by  simply 
extending  the  Bill  to  that  country. 
About  10  days  ago  the  Home  Secretary, 
in  reply  to  a  Question  by  an  Irish  Mem- 
ber, stated  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Government,  the  Bill  ought  to  apply  to 
Ireland  and  Scotland  ;  but  from  that 
time  up  to  yesterday  they  bad  beard  no- 
thing more  about  the  matter.  It  was 
only  this  morning  that  they  ascertained 
what  part  of  the  Bill  the  Home  Secre- 
tary intended  should  be  applied  to  tScot- 
land.  There  were  only  five  Scottish 
Members  now  in  the  House,  and  those 
who  could  speak  with  authority  on 
these  questions  were  unfortunately  ab- 
sent ;  therefore  they  were  under  very 
great  difficulties  in  carrying  out  the  in- 
tention of  the  Government  to  apply  a 
portion  of  the  Bill  to  Scotland.  He 
understood  it  was  the  intention  of  thi 
Boiiie  Secretary  to  apply  Clauses  4,  5,  G, 
and  7  of  the  Bill  to  Scotland.  He  thought 
these  were  distinct  improvements,  and 
he  should  be  sorry  to  see  the  Bill  pass 
vithout  these  clauses  being  applied  to 
Scotland.  With  regard  to  Clauses  1 
and  2,  he  was  in  some  doubt  whether 
they  could  be  made  applicable  to  Scot- 
land or  not ;  but  if  the  opinion  of  the 
House  was  that  they  were  good  provi- 
sions to  be  inserted  in  the  Bill,  then 
he  thought  it  would  ba  better  if  they 
were  also  applied  to  Scotland.  He  un- 
derstood, however,  there  would  be  con- 
siderable difficulty  in  doing  so. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  fob 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  E. 
AsBHETOiT  Cross),  interruptiug,  stated 
that  since  he  had  put  the  Amendments 
down  on  the  Paper  last  night  they  had 
been  carefully  looked  over  by  the  Go- 
vernment draftsmen  and  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate, and  he  had  put  down  a  clause  in 
place  of  Clause  17,  which  would  simplify 
matters. 


Mr.  BUCHANAN  said,  ho  hoped  the 
■ight  hon.  Gentleman  would  take  care — 
'or  on  the  Government  the  excluHve  re- 
sponsibility would  rest— that  any  further 
Amendments  he  might  propose  would 
be  effectual  to  carry  out  ths  provisions 
of  the  Act  in  regard  to  Scotland,  so  that 
the  .^ct  might  not  be  a  dead  letter,  but 
a  reality. 

Mr.  albert  GEEY  said,  he  must 
congratulate  the  Party  opposite  at  hav- 
ing, at  any  rate  in  the  last  few  days  of 
aa  expiring  Parliament  with  the  No- 
vember Elections  in  their  mind?,  one 
stalwart  and  stout  Member  who  was  not 
afraid  to  criticize,  denounce,  and  even 
divide  against  the  Socialistic  propoesls  of 
a  so-called  Conaervative  Government. 
The  debate  on  this  Bill  had  illualrated, 
the  most  convincing  manner,  the 
great  danger  and  mischief  that  might 
ensue  in  rushing  such  a  measure  through 
the  House  without  proper  con  sidoration  ; 
because  it  contained  proposals  of  great 
magnitude,  emhraciug  principles  of 
enormous  scope,  and  provisions  which 
he  would  undertake  to  say  had  not  been 
mastered  and  understood  by  aoy  hon. 
Member  who  was  not  a  Member  of  the 
Royal  Commission.  If  the  Bill  had 
only  been  brought  forward  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Session,  and  the  different 
stages  had  come  on  at  proper  intervals, 
BO  that  the  country  might  have  given. 
its  mind  to  the  proposals,  it  would  have 
issued  from  the  Committee  of  the  House 
in  a  very  different  form  and  shape  from 
that  in  which  it  was  destined  to  pass. 
They  had  not  had  that  valuable  correc- 
tive in  the  shape  of  the  criticisms  of  the 
daily  Press.  He  regretted  that  the 
Government  had  asked  the  House  to 
pass  the  Bill  without  more  oonsidera- 
tion  ;  and  he  quite  agreed  with  his  hon. 
Friend  opposite  that  if  it  could  only  be 
postponed  to  the  next  Parliament  they 
would  probably  have  a  far  better  Bill, 
and  one  far  more  useful,  and  giving  more 
permanent  advantages  to  the  country, 
than  that  which  they  were  now  about  to 
pass.  If  his  hoc.  Friend  the  Member  for 
South  Leicestershire  (Mr.  Pel!)  divided 
the  House  he  should  vote  with  him,  as  a 
protest  against  this  hasty  and  mischiev- 
ous procedure.  He  quite  admitted  that 
there  were  many  clauses  in  the  Bill 
which  would  be  of  great  value ;  and  he 
fully  sympathized  with  the  objects  which 
it  had  iu  view.  But  he  would  point  out 
that  the  3rd  clause  of  the  Bill,  which 
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had  been  called  tha  principal  clauw  of 
tbe  Bill,  deliberately  aanctioneil  the 
principle  ol  the  gift  of  the  "  unearned 
increment,"  not  to  tbe  oommunit;  at 
large,  but  to  a  email  section  of  the  com- 
munity. Speaker  after  speaker  had 
pointed  out  the  dangers  of  an  agitation 
which  the  Socialistio  proposals  of  the 
Bill  would  open  up.  Xbe  hon.  Member 
for  Ipawirh  (Mr.  Joase  Collings)  said 
that  the  3rd  olauBo  was  the  best  part  of 
the  Bill;  and,  no  doubt,  he  would  tele- 
graph to  Mr.  Sohnadhorat  at  Birming- 
ham to  arrange  an  at^itation  upon  the 
the  lines  of  ita  proposals.  There  would, 
no  doubt,  be  meetings  in  all  parte  of 
the  counlry  in  favour  of  the  principle  to 
be  found  in  the  Bill,  which  waa  not  only 
to  be  applied  to  public  lands,  but  alao  to 
private  lands.  He  hoped  hon.  Oentle- 
men  opposite  would  look  closely  to  what 
they  were  doine  in  passing  the  3rd  clause 
as  it  etuod.  If  thay  did  pass  it  in  ita 
present  state,  it  would  sit  like  a  night- 
mare on  their  souls  for  many  and  many 
a  long  day. 

Mk.  GREGOEY  said,  he  regretted 
that  the  Government  had  determined  to 
proceed  with  this  Bill  at  so  late  a  period 
of  the  Session ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
he  did  not  think  it  would  be  worth  while 
to  go  to  a  division  upon  it.  The  Bill 
incorporated  something  like  11  general 
Acts  of  Parliament,  which  were  very 
long  and  complicated ;  and  without  some 
further  indication  of  tbe  meaning  of 
those  Acts,  and  of  the  manner  in  which 
they  were  incorporated,  he  doubted 
whether  the  Bill  could  ever  be  worked 
by  any  rural  Sanitary  Authority.  The 
House  might,  if  it  liked,  pass  the  Bill ; 
but  it  would  be  inoperative  until  it  was 
amended.  The  power  to  charge  upon 
the  district  of  a  Central  Authority  the 
cost  of  a  local  improvement  would  pre- 
judice many  owners  of  property  who 
had  done  their  duly  by  faxing  them  for 
those  who  bad  not.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  what  they  required  iu  tbe  rural 
districts  was  a  power  of  inspection  over 
eiisting  cottages  and  buildings,  and  of 
compelling  the  repair  and  proper  main- 
tenance of  them,  either  by  the  owner 
directly  or  by  tbe  Sanitary  Authority, 
who  should  have  a  fixed  charge  upon 
the  property  for  the  money  which  thay 
Laid  out  f.>r  the  purpose. 

Mb,  TH0MAS80N  said,  tbat,  al- 
though the  Bill  was  a  small  one,  il  was 
too  big,  and  involved  too  novel  and 
Mi:  Alitrt  Grey 


'  important  principles  to  be  proceeded 
with  during  the  last  days  of  an  ex- 
piring Parliament.  He  concurred  in 
all  that  had  been  said  as  to  the  ud- 
desirability  of  doing  anything  to  dis- 
courage private  enterprize.  If  the 
question  were  referred  to  the  country  at 
the  approaching  Election,  the  opinion  of 
the  working  men  of  the  North  would  be 
that  they  could  provide  themselrea  with 
dwellingp,  and  did  not  wish  them  to  be 
provided  out  of  the  taxes  or  the  rates. 
The  tendency  of  euch  legislation  would 
ha  in  the  long  run  to  discourage  prudent 
habits,  because  the  frugal  would  fiod 
themselves  taxed  for  the  improvident. 
It  would  be  belter  to  reduce  the  Bill  to 
clauses  on  which  all  hon.  Members  were 
agreed. 

Question  put. 

The  House  ditidti: — Ayes  59;  Noes 
6:  Majority  53.— (Div.  List,  No.  262.) 

Bill  eoniidered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
Labouring  Clauii  Lodging  Souttt. 

Clause  1  (Adoption  of  Labouring 
Classes  Lodging  Houses  Acta). 

Me.  JESSE  COLLINGS  moved,  in 
page  2,  the  omission  of  the  words — 

"And  that  there  n  no  probability  thftt  sa^h 
accommodation  will  be  prorided  without  tha 
execution  of  tha  said  Acts,  acd  that  bsring 
regard  to  the  liability  which  will  be  incDrred 
by  the  latea,  it  ii  under  all  the  circamitaiicea 
ptudent  tor  tbe  laid  authority  to  undertake  the 
proviiioo  of  the  enid  accommodation  onder  tbe 
powers  of  the  said  Acta," 
The  object  of  the  Amendment  was  to 
provide  that  where  a  rural  Sanitary  Au< 
thority  in  aoy  district  desired  to  adopt 
the  Labouring  Classes  Lodging  Houses 
Acts  IBol  to  18tj7  it  should  not  be  ne- 
cessary for  the  Inspector  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  certify  that  there 
was  no  probability  of  the  accommodation 
for  the  housing  of  the  poor  being  pro- 
vided without  the  execution  of  the  Acts, 
and  that  it  was  prudent  for  the  Local 
Government  Board,  having  regard  to 
the  liability  which  would  oe  incurred 
by  the  rates,  to  make  the  provision. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  to 
omit  from  iha  wurdu, ''labouring  classes." 
in  line  1,  to  the  word  "Acts,"  in  line  6. 
— {Mr.  Jt»M  CoiUnga.) 

Queation  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 
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the  Local  Authority  iDtnisted  with  the 
matter,  beiog  like  Baarde  of  Ouardians 
elected  on  a  property  qualification,  would 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  proposed 
improvement  was  unnecessary,  and  it 
would  never  be  carried  out  on  account  of 
the  agitation  which  the  property  holders 
would  get  up  before  the  next  Etectioa. 
The  reeult,  therefore,  would  be  that  tha 
certificate  would  be  quashed. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  lines 
10  to  15,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  (a).— 
(ifr,  J»m  Colling*.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  Sub-iection 
(a)  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

Sir  CHABLES  W.  DILKE  said,  he 
would  make  the  same  appeal  to  his  hon. 
Friend  as  he  had  made  on  the  last 
Amendment,  and  which  he  had  intended 
to  cover  the  present  propoaition.  His 
hon.  Friend  must  remember  that  if  he 
got  rid  of  this  limitation  altogether,  he 
would  be  going  very  much  beyond  the 
terms  of  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury's  Act. 
For  his  own  part,  he  (Sir  Charles  W. 
Dilke)  would  be  quite  willing  to  tako 
that  couna;  but  what  tfaey  were  asking 
Parliament  to  do  was  to  make  the  Earl 
of  Shaftesbury's  Act  workable.  If  they 
struck  out,  this  sub-section,  no  doubt 
they  would  secure  a  greater  prohabili^ 
of  the  general  adoption  of  the  Act ;  but 
it  was  quite  possible  that  the  Oovera- 
ment  would  repudiate  the  adoption  of 
these  powers  without  giving  an  oppor- 
tonitv  for  publio  opinion  to  be  asserted. 
He  thought  it  would  be  wiser  to  proceed 
tentatively. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINQS  said,  h  e  would 
like  the  Home  Secretary  to  express  an 
opiainn  upon  the  Amendment.  Was  it 
proposed  that  every  improvement  should 
undergo  the  test  of  an  election ;  and,  if 
so,  did  he  expect  that  any  improrement 
would  survive  that  test? 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVEENMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfodb)  said,  he  thought  it  was  only 
right  that  the  ratepayers,  before  they 
had  this  charge  thrown  upon  them  by 
the  adoption  of  Acta  more  or  less  novel, 
should  be  asked  whether  or  not  they  de- 
sired that  the  Acts  should  be  enforced. 
He  had,  therefore,  no  hesitatioD  in  an- 
swering the  question  of  the  hon.  Mem* 
her  by  saying  that  the  clause,  as  it  now 
stood  in  the  Bill,  would  have  the  etfeot 
of  throwing  the  question  before  the 
electors,  and  would  afford  a  safeguard 
3L 


Sir  CHAELES  W.  DILKE  said, 
that  bis  hon.  Friend's  opinions  were  well 
known,  and  it  was  also  known  that  he 
(Sir  Charles  W.  Dilke)  personally  agreed 
with  him  as  to  the  working  of  the  Earl 
of  Shaftesbury's  Act ;  but,  looking  at 
what  had  ocourred  last  night,  he  enter- 
tained no  hope  that  his  hon.  Friend 
would  succeed  in  carrying  the  Amend- 
ment. His  hon.  Friend  had  informed 
him  of  the  Amendments  he  intended  to 
propose  in  this  olause,  and  also  that  he 
intended  to  propose  further  Amendments 
in  8  subsequent  clause,  which  he  re- 
garded as  of  more  importance  than  the 
present  Amendment.  He  would,  under 
the  circumstanoes,  suggest  to  his  hon. 
Friend  that  if  he  intended  to  take  a 
divisioii  it  should  not  be  taken  on  the 
present  clause.  The  proposal  now  be- 
fore the  Committee  was  one  by  which  it 
was  proposed  to  leave  out  certain  limita- 
tions and  restrictions  which  were  in  the 
nature  of  a  compromise  arrived  at  be- 
tween persons  of  widely  different  opi- 
nions. If  they  were  to  strike  out  the 
limitations  to  the  proposals  contained  in 
theBiU,  he  was  satisfied  that  they  would 
fail  to  obtain  the  assent  of  Parhament 
to  the  Bill  in  the  present  year.  He 
would,  therefore,  appeal  to  his  hon. 
Friend  whether  it  was  not  wise,  under 
the  circumstances,  to  take  what  he 
could  get  rather  than  lose  the  Bill  alto- 
gether ? 

Question  put,  and  agrtad  to. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  moved  to 
omit  Sub-section  (a) — 

"  [Jnleiu  the  Tjocal  OovemoieDt  Board  Btato 
in  publialiing  sachcertiflcatethat  an  emergency 
renden  it  neceasuy  to  adopt  the  Acta  imme- 
diatelj,  Buch  adaption  in  pursuance  of  tbe  certi- 
ficate ^all  not  take  place  before  tbe  ordinarv 
eleotion  of  members  of  sach  authority  which  la 
held  BGit  after  the  date  o(  the  local  inquiry." 

He  said  it  would  be  apparent  to  anyone 
who  bad  any  knowledge  of  municipal 
action  that  this  sub-section  would  be 
fatal  to  the  working  of  the  Bill.    It  sug- 

gjsted  that  after  the  Local  Government 
oard  had  given  its  decision,  unless 
there  was  something  in  the  locality 
which  made  it  urgent,  or,  in  the  words 
of  the  clause, "  if  any  emergency  renders 
it  necessary."  the  adoption  of  the  Acts 
should  not  take  place  until  after  the 
ne«t  Election.  What  would  inevitably 
happen  was  that  the  proposed  improve- 
ment would  be  made  an  election  cry,  and 
VOL.  CCC.    [iniED  swiEs.] 
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ftKKtnBt  the  rasli  adoption  of  the  Earl  of 
Snafteaburj's  Act. 

Question  put,  and  agrni  to. 

Mk.  fell  sud,  he  propoMd  to  more 
tlio  omiiaion  from  the  olaoBe,  in  page  3, 
of  all  Ihe  words  from  the  beginning  of 
8nb-ieotion  (3)  down  to  the  words  in 
line  32,  "may  make  an  order  to  that 
effect."  The  words  he  proposed  to  leave 
out  were  these — 

"  Whan  ths  rural  HuiiUry  aaUuuitv  think  it 
joft  that  th«  burden  of  tha  eipeiues  of  the  exe- 
outioii  of  the  Md  Acti  ihoold  be  boma  bj  some 
MmtribDbny  place  or  plaoee  only  in  tboir  dis- 
triot,  iutead  of  b;  the  whole  of  theii  diitriot, 
the  anthoiitj  may  in  tbeii  applloation  to  ths 
Local  G«Temmsiit  Board  raqocat  permiiaion  to 
limit  the  bordeo  of  laoh  ezpeneea  to  inch  oon- 
tribntory  place  or  placei,  and  thereapoD  the 
juitioa  of  luch  limitatioa  shall  be  inquired  into 
at  the  looal  inquiry,  and  the  Local  Qovemment 
Board,  if  aati^ed  after  the  local  inquiry  that 
the  oirciunftaDoei  of  the  eontribatory  place  or 
pla«ai  and  of  tiie  rest  of  the  diitrict  raDdet  anoh 
Limitatioii  expedient,  may  make  an  order  to  that 

He  wiould  have  gone  further,  but  he 
found  that  he  oame  to'  a  passage  printed 
in  red  ink. 

The  SECEETAUT  of  STATE  rea 
THE  HOME  DEPAETMENT  (Sir  E. 
AsBHXTOH  Ckoss)  said,  tlie  words  printed 
in  red  ink  were  so  given  in  Order  to  in- 
dioate  that  thej  were  not  in  the  BiU  as 
originlly  introduced. 

Hb.  fell  said,  his  intention  was,  if 
the  Amendment  were  agreed  to,  to  move 
afterwards  to  leave  oat  the  words  "  and 
thereupon,"  which  would  have  the  effect 
of  providing  that — 

"  The  expenses  of  the  tieenticni  <A  the  taid 
Acta  in  the  area  mentioned  in  the  order  ihall  be 
borne  by  the  oontribntory  place  or  placee  named 
in  tba  ivdet  inatead  of  by  the  *hole  diatriot." 
That  was  what  he  desired  to  oany  out. 
In  the  debate  which  had  just  taken 
place  on  the  Motion  that  the  Speaker 
should  leave  the  Chair  he  had  stated 
that  as  the  Bill  was  drawn  the  whole  of 
the  expenditure,  including  the^urohase 
of  land,  the  erection  of  baildings,  the 
funutnre,  fittings,  and  apphonoes,  would 
have  to  be  borne  by  the  whole  district  for 
theimprovementof oneportionofit.  He 
did  not  think  that  the  expense  should  be 
thrown  upon  the  whole  distriet  upon  un- 
offending persons.  [Sir  K.  Abshbtoit 
Cbobs  dissented.]  He  saw  that  the 
tight  hon.  Gentleman  shook  his  head  ; 
but  he  did  not  think  there  was  a  possi- 
bilit;  of  a  mistake.  The  intention  was 
to  make  it  optional,  whero  there  was  a 
l^r.  A.  J.  Balfiur 


mere  looal  improvement,  to  oharge  the 
expense  upon  a  large  aroa,  instead  of 
it  being  charged  upon  the  diatrict 
which  was  benefited.  The  object  of 
his  Amendment  was  to  introdnce  into 
the  BiU  the  distinctions  which  were 
made  in  the  Public  Health  Act  of  I8BS, 
with  respect  to  the  incidence  of  the 
rate.  Improvements  would  be  made  for 
the  benefit  of  the  owners  of   certain 

Sroperty  and  nobody  else;  and  he 
id  not  see  why  local  improvementa 
should  be  effected  by  money  rataed 
from  a  much  larger  area.  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  convince  him  or 
the  Committee  that  this  wonld  not  be 
the  case  he  would  be  content.  He 
contended  that  the  clause  invited 
those  who  had  a  temporary  asd 
transitory  interest  in  the  qnestitm  to 
levy  a  permanent  charge  upon  the  !o- 
cality,  which  would  be  paid  hereafter  by 
ratepayers  who  had  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  state  of  things  which  led  to  the 
ezpendituro.  The  only  seoority  that 
wonld  exist  against  waste  and  extra- 
vagance  was  that  the  cost  ohonld  be 
levied  on  the  aroa  in  which  the  work 
was  required. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  by 
leaving  out  all  the  words  in  snb-seo- 
tioD  (3)  down  to  the  word  "  effect "  in 
line  32."— (Jfr.  Fell.) 

Question  pMposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

Tea  PRESIDENT  (Mr.  A.  J.  Bil- 
fottb)  said,  bis  hon.  Friend  oomplained 
that  the  clause  as  it  was  drawn  np  im* 
posed  an  undue  burden  upon  the  rate- 
payers of  the  district;  but  he  behoved 
that  in  the  drafting  of  the  Bill  special 
oaro  had  been  taken  to  fence  roond  the 

S revision  in  such  a  manner  that  the  bur- 
en  would  not  fall  upon  those  who  ought 
not  to  bear  it.  He  agreed  that  it  was 
desirable  to  guard  aeainet  any  injustice 
being  infiicted,  and  tnat  the  interests  of 
the  ratepayer  generally  ought  to  be 
eafeguarded  as  &r  ss  possible,  especially 
when  they  were  in  no  way  responsible 
for  the  expenditure,  and  in  no  way 
benefited  from  it.  His  hon.  Friend 
would  recollect  that  the  authority  which 
was  to  call  this  power  into  operation  was 
the  Bural  Sanitary  Authority,  and  the 
danger  to  be  apprehended  was  that  the 
Rural  Sanitary  Authority  might  pnt  their 
power  into  force  in  such  a  way  as  to  im- 
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pose  undue  rates  upon  a  small  distriot 
of  tlie  Union  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole 
TTuion.  Take  the  case  of  a  Union  cover- 
ing many  square  miles.  In  hts  opinion 
it  would  be  extremely  unjust  to  allow 
the  Union  to  oall  these  powers  into  opera- 
tioD,  and  to  tax  a  smi^  district  only  for 
a  work  that  was  to  benefit  the  whole 
Union.  Therefore  the  clause  had  been 
drawn  on  the  presumption  that  the  ex- 
penee  would  fall  on  the  whole  Union, 
and  be  thought  the  Qovemment  were 
justified  in  so  drawing  it.  If  any  case 
of  injustice  occurred  all  that  was  neces- 
sary was  to  appeal  to  the  Local  Ooveru- 
ment  Board,  and  the  injustice  would  be 
remedied.  His  hon.  Friend  seemed  to 
suppose  that  the  ratepayers  would 
tamely  submit  to  pay  the  cost  of  im- 
provements which  in  no  way  benefited 
them.  It  was  certainly  not  consistent 
with  the  knowledge  of  the  Oovemment 
that  they  would.  It  was  quite  clear 
that  if  the  ratepayers  of  the  wbole  Union 
thought  they  ought  not  to  pay  this 
charge  aU  they  would  have  to  do  was 
to  make  an  appeal  to  the  Local  Qo- 
Tomment  Boar^  and  the  injustice,  if 
one!  were  found  to  exist,  would  be 
remedied. 

Sm  CHARLES  W.  UILKE  said,  he 
might  point  out,  as  an  additional  argu- 
ment to  those  of  his  right  bon.  Friend, 
that  the  Amendment,  if  adopted,  would 
not  secure  the  object  which  the  hon. 
Uember  for  South  Leiceatersbire  (Mr. 
Pell)  had  in  view. 

Mb.  JESSE  COLLINQS  said,  there 
was  another  and  a  more  important 
reason — namely,  that  it  would  be  quite 
possible  for  the  landlord,  by  abstaining 
nom  erecting  houses  on  his  own  pro- 
perty, to  force  those  who  worked  upon 
the  land,  and  who  were  necessary  for  its 
proper  cultivation,  to  go  into  the  neigh- 
bouring  villages.  He  knew  cases  in 
which  the  labourers  had  to  go  four  or 
five  miles  to  their  work,  and  the  villagea 
in  which  they  lived  were  in  an  over- 
crowded slate.  He  thought  it  very 
neoessary  that  the  landowner  should 
not  escape  the  rate.  It  was  only  right 
that  he  should  contribute  towards  reme- 
dying an  evil  which  he  had  been  the 
main  cause  of  creating.  This  was  a 
most  important  question ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  he  thought  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Leicestersbire  (Mr. 
Pell)  need  not  trouble  himself  about 
the  operation  of  tha  clause,  for  he  ven- 


tured to  predict  that  it  would  never  be 
put  in  force  in  five  Unions  in  England 
as  it  now  stood,  and  for  this  reason — that 
under  the  Act  of  1871  it  required  two- 
thirds  of  the  votes  before  it  could  be 
put  in  force  at  all. 

Ma.  PELL  wished  to  say  a  word  in 
reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board.  The 
principle  of  the  Bill  was  not  to  do 
good  to  particular  Unions,  but  to  get 
rid  of  an  existing  evil ;  not  for  the 
benefit  of  the  owners  of  the  adjoining 
property,  but  for  the  benefit  of  over- 
crowded localities  which  suffered  in  con- 
sequence of  the  overcrowding.  All  that 
he  had  in  his  mind,  in  moving  the 
Amendment,  was  to  prevent  persons 
from  ueiug  other  people's  money  in  im- 
proving property  in  which  they  them- 
selves had  alone  an  interest.  Under  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  this  clause  almost 
invited  persona  not  to  do  their  fair 
share,  but  to  leave  the  work  to  be  done 
by  the  community,  and  to  call  upon  the 
ratepayers  generally  to  pay  for  it. 
Where  the  funds  necessary  for  carrying 
out  the  work  ranged  over  a  large  area 
a  reckless  expenditure  might  be  entered 
into,  and  a  reckless  expenditure  was 
generally  accompanied  by  extremely  bad 
work. 

SiB  HAEET  VEENET  was  under- 
stood to  say  that  hia  experience  went 
very  much  in  the  direction  of  that  of  the 
hon.  Member.  He  very  much  regretted 
that,  at  the  call  of  the  ratepayers  of  a 
very  small  area,  it  was  proposed  to  build 
cottages  and  pay  for  them  out  of  the 
general  rates.  It  was  very  dangerous 
indeed  to  give  to  Boards  of  Guardians 
any  euch  power  of  raising  money. 

Question  put,  and  ogrtti  to. 

On  Motion  of  The  Secretary  of  State 
(Sir  B.  Asaheton  Cross)  the  following 
Amendments  made:— Page  2,  line  32, 
leave  out  "  expedient,"  and  insert 
"just;"  line  32,  after  "effect,"add— 

"  And  thereupon  the  expenses  xA  the  execu- 
tion of  the  said  Acts  in  the  arsa  mantioned  in 
the  order  shall  be  borne  by  the  contributory 
place  or  places  named  in  the  order  instead  of  by 
the  whole  district.  The  provisions  of  this  enact- 
ment with  respect  to  the  t  arden  of  the  expenses 
shall  apply  upon  every  application  tor  a  fmh 
certificate." 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  Assheton  Cboss)  moved,  in  page  2, 
line  '10,  after   "authority,"  insert  "or 
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by  the  GommiaBioners  of  Severs  of  the  soch  expSDMt  are  nol  to  be  bone  bf  the 

OitT  of  London  "  ""'"''*  ™  ***  diitriot,  ihall  be  cb&^ed 

''  to  tbe  contribatory  places  irbich  axe  to 

bear  the  eame  u  an   addition  to   the 
genenl  expense*   otherwiae  chai^able 

(iv.)  io  Uiecaie  of  the  City  ot  London,  oat 


Mb.  JESSE  00LLING8  said  Sub- 
Beotion  4  of  the  clause  apoke  about  the 
Labouring  Classes  Lodging  House B 
Acts,  1851  to  1867,  being  adopted  by 
the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  and 
Sanitary  Authoritiea.  In  what  way  tras 
the  power  of  taking  land  compulaorJly 
created?  Aa  far  as  he  oould  see,  it 
was  provided  tbat  no  land  should  be 
taken  exoept  by  agreement. 

The  SEOEETARY  or  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AssHBTOK  Oaosa)  aaid,  the  question 
would  bo  dealt  with  later  on. 

Question  put,  and  agreid  to. 

On  Motion  of  The  Secretary  of  State 
(Sir  B.  Assheton  Crosa}  the  following 
Amendments  made: — Page  2,  line  41, 
after  "authority,"  insert  "or  Commis- 
aioners;"  page  fi,  line  1,  after  "sub- 
joot,"  insert "  in  the  case  of  a  rural  sani- 
tary authority ; "  and  in  tine  6,  after 
"  1875,"  inaert  "orunder  the  Acta  con- 
ferring powers  on  such  Commiaaionera 
of  Sewers." 

The  SEOEETARY  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AssHSTON  Crobb)  propoaed  to  add, 
after  the  word  "  reapeotiTely,"  in  page  3, 
line  6 — 


■haU  be  defnyed' 

(i.)  in  the  oaae  of  the  Uetropolitan  Board 
of  Worka,  ont  of  the  Dwelling  Honae 
ImproTement  Fund,  nndar  theArtiiaiiB' 
and  Labonren'  DwelUnga  Improvement 
Aot,  ISTS ; 

(ii.)  in  the  case  of  an  urban  sanitary  aa- 
tboiitT,  as  part  of  the  general  expenaee 
of  their  ezaontion  of  the  Fnblio  HealUi 
Act,  1S7S ;  and 

(iii.)  in  the  oate  of  a  nntl  tanitary  an- 
tbority,  aa  spedal  expenses  incnried  in 
the  execation  of  Ihe  Public  Health  Aot, 
1876,  and,  save  where  the  burden  of 
Bach  expenses  is  by  order  of  tbe  Local 
OoTemment  Board  to  be  borne  by  one 
contributory  place  only,  shall  be  deemed 
to  be  incurred  for  the  common  benefit  of 
all  the  contributory  [ilaoes  liable  to  bear 
inch  expenses :  FrOTided  tbat  if  on  the 
application  of  the  rural  sanitary  autho- 
t  it  so  declared  at  the  time  of  the 

E:ation  of  the  certificate  by  the 
OoTemmont  Board,  then  the  said 
expeosea  of  the  rtiial  sanitary  authcrity 
shall  be  defrayed  as  gsneial  eipeneea  of 
the  said  authority  in  the  execution  of 
the  Public   Health  Act,   IBTS,  and   if 
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Dwellings  Improrement  Act,  18TS  ; 

"  (e.)  all  rsceipta  under  the  eaid  Acts  shall 
be  paid  to  tho  fund  out  of  which  inch  ex- 
pense* are  payable,  and  tbe  acconat*  of  sach 
receipla  and  expenses  shall  be  audited  in  like 
manner  and  with  tbe  like  incidents  and  oonso- 
quences  respeotively  as  the  accounts  of  the 
general  or  special  eipensee  abore-mentiooed ; 
but  separate  accounts  shall  be  kept  of  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditure  for  tbe  pnrpoaas  of  Um 
said  Acta ; 

"  (if.)  such  Board  and  Comininioaera  may 
borrow  for  the  purpose  of  tbe  sxecntion  of  the 
said  Acts,  in  like  manner  and  luhject  to  the 
like  conditions  as  they  may  borrow  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Artizana  and  labourers  Dwell' 
mgt  Improvement  Act,  ie7£.  and  every  auch 
authority  may  borrow  for  the  purpoee  of  the 
execution  of  the  said  Acta,  in  like  manner  and 
subject  to  the  like  conditions  as  for  tbe  pur- 
pose of  defraying  the  aboTe-menticned  general 
-  special  expenaea ; 

"'   '  ■    the applici __   .. 

London,  'district' 
City  of  London,  and  '  board '  the 
sionera  of  Bewers  of  that  city ;  and  in  the  ap- 
plication of  the  eaid  Acts  to  the  Uetropolu, 
'  district '  #hall  mean  the  Uetropolit  eidotiTe 
of  the  City  of  London,  and  '  Board  '  tbe  Metro- 
politan Board  of  Worki ;  and  in  tbe  applica- 
tion of  the  eaid  Acts  to  aruial  sanitary  district, 
'  district '  shall  mean  the  said  district,  and 
'board'  the  rund  unitary  authority." 

QuoBtion  proposed,  "  That  those  worda 
be  there  added." 

Mh.  fell  asked  what  was  the  mean- 
ing of  the  words— 

Board  and  every  such  authority  may 


borrow  for  the  purpose  of  the  exeoation  of  tb 
eaid  Acta,  in  like  maoner,  and  subject  to  the 
like  conditions,  as  for  the  purpose  of  defraying 
the   above-nentioned    generu   or   special  ez- 

Was  it  intended  that  a  Local  Authority 
might,  under  this  Act,  or  the  Lodging 
Houses  Acta,  borrow  money  for  geuer^ 
necesaitiss  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AssHETOir  Gross)  said,  the  terms 
were  technical ;  there  were  what  were 
known  as  general  expenses  and  special 
expenses. 

Question  put,  and  agrttd  to. 

Ms.  TOMLINSON  proposed  to  add 
to  the  last  Amendment — 
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tow  money  and  to  Iivy  a  rate  or  rates  tfaiougli- 

out  tha  whole  oC  thoir  district  iat  purposes 
•imtlar  to  those  or  to  some  of  those  for  which 
ft  geceni  district  rate  is  leiiaUe,  it  shall  be 
lAwf  ul  for  such  sanitary  authority  to  defray 
eipeniea  incurred  in  the  eiecation  of  the  i 
Acts  by  means  of  money  to  be  borrowed,  and  t, 
nit«  01  rates  to  be  levied,  under  sach  local  Act 
or  Acts." 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  wordi 
be  there  added." 

The  SECBETART  of  STATE  (Sii 
B.  AesBSTOR  Crobs)  assented  to  the 
Amendment. 

Question  put,  and  agrttd  to. 

Olanae,  aa  amended,  agrttd  to. 

Clause  2  (Definition  of  purposes  of 
Labouring  CUmob  Lodging  Houses 
Acts)  agrted  to. 

Olause  3  (Frovision  respecting  sites 
of  certain  metropolitan  prisons). 

Ma.  J.  B.  HOLLOND  regretted  that 
the  Amendment  he  had  to  moye  to  this 
clause  had  not  found  its  way  in  proper 
form  to  the  Paper.  What  he  desired 
to  moTe  was  to  leave  out  all  the  words 
after  "FentoQTille,  Penitentiary,"  in  line 
30,  to  "and,"  in  line  32.  The  neit 
Amendment  of  his  was  to  leave  out  all 
the  words  after  "prison,"  in  line  33,  and 


"  No  sale  of  the  said  mtea  shall  take  pit 
except  with  the  anthorit;  of  Parliament." 
If  those  alterations  were  made  the  clause 
would  read — 

"  In  the  erent  of  the  removal  from  their  pre- 
sent sites  of  Hillbonk  Penitentiary  ot  Penton- 
ville  PeDitentiary,  and  in  the  event  of  the  re- 
moval from  its  present  site  of  Coldbath  Fields 
Prison,  no  sale  of  the  said  sites  shall  take  place 
except  with  the  authority  of  Parliament." 

His  object  in  moving  those  Amend- 
ments was,  on  the  one  hand,  that  Par- 
liament should  retain  control  aver  the 
sites,  so  that  they  should  not  be  disposed 
of  without  full  discussion  in  the  House, 
and  that,  on  the  other  hand,  they  should 
not  at  that  late  period  of  the  Session 
settle  precisely  in  what  manner  those 
sites  were  to  be  disposed  of.  The  dif&- 
cnlty  of  settling  how  to  dispose  of  those 
sites  was  shown  by  the  Amendments 
which  stood  on  the  Paper.  There  wore 
various  Amendments  to  the  clause; 
soma  dealt  with  the  erection  of  work- 
men's dwellings,  some  with  the  making 
of  open  spaces,  some  with  the  erection 
of  schools  upon    the   sites.    If   those 
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Amendments  were  carried,  would  it,  or 
would  it  not,  be  possible  for  the  Metro- 
politan Board  of  Works  to  build  a  num- 
ber of  shops  on  the  sites?  If  not,  the 
ratepayers  of  London  might  be  Bub- 
jeoted  to  considerable  loss. 

Thk  SECBETART  oi  BTATE  (Sir 
B.  AssHETON  Cboss)  Said,  the  primary 
object  waa  the  aooommodation  of  the 
working  classes.  Everything  that  was 
auxiliary  to  that  object  would  be  al- 
lowed. 

Mb.  3.  B.  HOLLOND  said,  that  fur- 
ther explanation  was  certainly  required. 
They  were  dealing  with  about  40  acres 
of  land,  and  they  were  asked  to  settle 
the  destination  oi  the  sites  in  a  some- 
what hurried  manner  at  the  end  of  a 
Session,  and  it  seemed  to  him  without 
considering  sufBoiently  whether  it  wh 
wise,  from  a  prison  point  of  view,  that 
the  prieona  should  be  removed.  Sir 
Edmund  Du  Cane's  evidence  before  the 
Committee  went  to  show  that,  altbouffh 
the  site  of  Millbank  Fenitentiaiy  only 
cost  £1,200,  there  had  been  spent  on 
buildings  something  like  £600,000.  The 
Committee  ought  to  know  whether,  in 
oase  the  site  was  disposed  of  aa  pro- 
posed,  the  Government  were  to  be  re- 
couped in  any  way  for  the  money  they 
had  spent.  He  sympathized  with  those 
who  strongly  objected  on  principle  to 
the  disposal  of  those  eitea  in  this  way. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  they  might  coma 
to  some  sort  of  agreement  whereby  Par- 
liament should  retain  control  of  the  sites, 
and  leave  the  settlement  of  the  precise 
destination  of  the  sites  to  another  Ses- 
sion. It  would  be  extremely  easy  to  do 
that ;  it  could  be  done  by  introducing 
next  year  a  Bill  dealing  specially  with 
those  sites.  The  only  thing  that  would 
happen  would  be  that  the  destination  of 
the  sites  would  be  left  over  for  further, 
and  he  believed  riper,  determination. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  paga  1.  line  10,  to  leave  out  all  the  words 
after  "PentoDTiUe,  Penitentiary,"  to  "and," 
in  line  32.-(Jfr.  HQlt<md.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
t/lause," 

Mb.  ALBERT  OBEY  said,  he  hoped 
the  right  hon.  Oentleman  (Sir  B.  Aadie- 
ton  Cross)  would  consider  this  Amend* 
ment  favourably,  because  it  seemed  to 
him  (Mr.  A.  Grey)  a  very  fair  compro- 
mise between  the  promoters  of  the  Bill 
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and  those  who  objected  to  the  3rd  olause 
on  principle.  The  Amendmout  leally 
postponed  to  another  Parliament  the 
settlement  of  the  destination  of  the 
prison  sites,  which  it  was  hoped  would 
De  cleared  and  devoted  to  some  object 
which  would  bring  about  an  amelio- 
ration in  the  condition  of  the  working 
classes.  There  were  many  reasons  wby 
the  clause  should  not  be  adopted.  I  Ur. 
Jesse  Collhtos  :  No '.]  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Ipswich  said  "  No ! "  He  could 
well  understand  why  the  hon.  Oentle- 
man  supported  the  clause.  He  repeated 
that  there  were  many  reasons  why  they 
■hoald  rejeottbe  clause.  If  they  adopted 
the  clause  as  it  now  stood,  they  would 
be  adopting  a  clause  based  upon  a  prin- 
oiple  absolutely  new  to  legislation,  and 
they  vrould  give  an  opportunity  to  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Ipswich 
(Ur.  Jesse  Ceilings)  and  his  Friends  to 
oenduct  an  agitation  which  would  not 
be  very  palatable  to  Gentlemen  sitting 
on  the  Front  Ministerial  Bench.  It 
aeemed  to  him  (Mr.  A.  Grey)  that  they 
bad  no  right  at  the  fag-end  of  a  Session, 
when  four-fifths  of  the  Members  were 
away,  to  invite  the  House  of  Commons 
to  legislate  in  a  way  which  he  very  much 
doubted  it  would  legislate  if  there  was  a 
fnll  House.  But  there  was  another 
reason  why  he  appealed  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  (Sir  B.  Aseheton  Cross) 
to  accept  this  Amendment.  There  were 
many  Amendments  to  follow.  Everyone 
of  those  Amendments  they  meant  to 
fight  and  to  divide  upon.  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  going  to  insist 
upon  this  proposal  simply  because  it 
had  come  down  from  the  House  of 
Lords — ["The  Eoyal  Commission."] 
The  Royal  Commission!  Members  ot 
the  Boyal  Oommission  who  had  spoken 
upon  the  Bill  had  spokeu  most  strongly 
against  this  proposal.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Oldham  (Mr.  Lyulph  Stanley), 
who  was  a  Member  of  the  Commission, 
made  a  most  eloquent  speech  against 
this  proposal ;  and  tie  (Mr.  A.  Gray)  be- 
lieved that  other  Members  of  the  Koyal 
Commission  who  were  in  the  House 
very  much  a^ed  with  what  the  hon. 
Gentleman  said.  Tbeywouldnotquarrel, 
however,  as  to  the  aource  from  which 
the  proposal  came.  All  he  wisbed  to 
point  out  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  that,  unless  he  could  see  his  way  to 
accept  this  very  reasonable  Amendment, 
he  (Mr.  A.  Grey)  and  others  meant  to 
Xr.  Albtrl  Grev 


fight  the  clause  inch  by  inch  and  line  by 
liae.  They  meant  to  divide  upon  every 
Amendment,  and  to  make  it  as  difficult  aa 
possible  for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
carry  a  clause  containing  a  principle  to 
which  they  objected  so  much.  He  had 
thought  it  right  to  make  those  remarks, 
though  he  did  not  wish  it  to  be  under- 
stood he  used  them  in  any  menacing 
spirit.  He  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman would  give  a  favourable  oon- 
sideration  to  his  remarks,  and,  if  pos- 
sible, promote  the  speedy  passing  of  the 
Bill  through  the  House  by  accepting 
the  Amendment. 

The  SEOEETART  of  STATE  {Sir 
B.  Absreton  Cross)  thought  the  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  A.  Grey)  had  just  givea 
them  full  warning  of  obstruction  to  the 
clause.  The  clause,  as  now  proposed, 
was  recommended  by  the  vast  majority 
of  the  Members  of  the  Boyal  Commis- 
sion ;  it  had  come  down  from  the  House 
of  Lords,  and  he  (Sir  B.  Assheton  Cross) 
desired  to  take  the  sense  of  the  Com- 
mittee upon  it.  He  must  remind  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  proposed  that  the  matter 
should  stand  over  that  what  the  pro- 
moters of  the  Bill  wanted  to  do  was  to 
afford  some  speedy  relief .  If  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen would  examine  the  Bill  they 
would  find  that  the  advance  of  the 
moneywasconfinedtoaceitaindate.  The 
prisons  in  question  were  being  emptied, 
and  there  was  no  reason  why  the  land 
should  remain  idle  any  longer  than 
could  be  helped.  It  was  proposed  not 
merely  that  the  sites  themselves  should 
be  devoted  to  working  man's  dwellings, 
but  that  it  should  be  in  the  power  of  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  to  ex- 
change them  for  others.  If  hon.  Mem- 
bers knew  what  was  going  on  in  London 
they  would  readily  admit  that  time  was 
really  the  esseace  of  the  matter.  He 
was  quite  wilting  to  abide  by  the  deoi- 
sion  of  the  Committee,  and  he  hoped 
that  decision  would  be  arrived  at  with- 
out delay. 

Mr.  HOPWOOD  asked  if  anyone 
doubted  that  if  the  House  were  fait 
there  would  be  an  instruotive  and  ani- 
mated discussion  upon  this  clause,  with 
possibly  a  result  disastrous  to  it  7  Did 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Se- 
cretary remember  the  debates  which 
took  place  annually  in  nward  to  the 
contributions  made  out  of  the  public 
funds  for  the  speoial  advantage  of  the 
community  of  Loudon?    Every  item  of 
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at  whioli  houses  could  be  ordinarily  se- 
cured, manifestly  it  would  be  a  great 
advantage  to  get  hold  of  one  of  the 
honsea  or  tenements.  There  must  be  a 
considerable  competition  for  them.  On 
what  principla  were  thsy  to  be  allotted  ? 
Would  it  be  first  come  first  served  P  He 
doubted  it.  The  general  rule  in  such 
cases  was  to  make  a  selection.  There 
would  be  a  certain  number  of  people 
who  had  good  reoommendationB,  who 
were  sober,  diligent,  and  thrifty,  and 
they  would  be  considered  snitable  ten- 
ants for  such  advantageous  houses.  Then 
here  was  a  case  of  patronage  at  once.  It 
was  a  valuable  gift  to  a  man  to  get  into 
a  tenement  of  this  kind.  At  whose  ex- 
was  this  patronf^  to  he  exer- 
cised ?  The  right  hon.  Qentleman  the 
President  of  the  Local  Oovemment 
Board  (Mr.  &..  S.  Balfour)  had  spoken 
about  the  intervention  of  the  State,  and 
of  the  windfalls  of  the  State,  which  the 
State  might,  he  said,  vary  reasonably 
make  over  to  a  certain  number  of  ten- 
anta.  But  what  was  the  State  ?  Tha 
State  was  not  the  Oovemment,  the  State 
was  certainly  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  country ;  and,  direcUy  or  iudireotly, 
all  men— even  children  were  taxpayers, 
for  some  of  them  got  less  food  than  they 
otherwise  would  owing  to  the  direct  or  in- 
direct pressors  of  taxation— every  man, 
woman,  and  child — had  to  contribute  to- 
wards the  expenseBof  the  State.  When, 
therefore,  they  spoke  of  the  State  sacri- 
ficing a  windfall  they  spoke  of  the  whole 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  sacri- 
ficing a  windfall;  they  spoke  of  the  desti- 
tute and  suffering  sacrificing  so  much 
property  which,  directly  or  indirectly, 
might  be  used  for  their  benefit.  There- 
fore, he  contended  that  this  patronage 
was  exercised  at  the  expense  of  those 
who  were  worse  off  than  the  people  who 
would  be  put  into  those  houses.  He 
put  it  forth  as  a  general  principle  that 
the  burden  of  taxation  and  of  bH  publio 
expenses  te&ded  to  gravitate  to  the  very 
lowest  depths,  antT  he  believed  there 
wonld  be  a  gravitation  of  such  a  kind  ia 
thiscase.  If,attheexpenseoftheratesor 
of  taxation,  they  gave  a  certain  number 
of  people  accommodation  for  a  price  at 
which  they  could  not  obtain  it  in  the 
open  market,  they  wonld  do  it  at  the 
expense  of  someone.  If  there  was  a  losa 
of  money  someone  must  beai  it ;  and  he 
thought,  when  they  considered  the  ope- 
ration of  rates  and  taxes,  they  would  find 


e  with  regard  to  the  Parks  and 
the  building  of  additional  Offices— in 
fact,  every  attempt  to  spend  money  for 
the  special  benefit  of  the  people  of  Lon- 
don—always received  the  very  strongest 
opposition  in  the  House.  He  had  not  a 
doubt  that  a  clause  like  this  would,  if 
introduced  at  another  period  of  the  Ses- 
sion, either  be  rejected  in  Uto  or  re- 
ferred to  a  Select  Committee. 

Ma.  PICnON  said,  it  was  evident  that 
this  clause  was  opposed  to  the  oonvic- 
tiona  of  a  conuderable  number  of  the 
Members  of  the  House.  A  good  deal 
been  said  that  evening  about  Socialism 
being  involved  in  this  clause.  He  did 
not  object  to  Socialism  of  a  proper  kind, 
for  he  thought  there  was  such  a  thing 
as  equitable  Socialism.  But  this  clause 
did  not  represent  Socialism  at  all ;  it  re- 
presented patronage,  and  patronage  of  a 
sort  which  tended  to  provide  for  tha 
moderately  well-off  at  the  expense  of  the 
extremely  destitute.  That  he  believed 
to  he  the  real  tendency  of  the  clause, 
and  he  desired  to  say  why  he  thought 
BO.  If  the  clause  was  carried  out,  and 
the  land  was  sold  for  less  than  its 
market  value,  a  number  of  houses  could 
be  provided  at  less  rent  than  that  paid 
for  houses  in  many  parts  of  London. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  (Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfour)  interpolated  a  remark  while 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  Tower  Hamlets 
(Mr.  Bryce)  was  speaking  that  evening, 
to  the  effect  that  the  houses  were  not  to 
be  let  below  their  market  value.  He 
understood  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  to 
moan  by  that  that  the  houses  would  not 
ho  let  for  less  than  would  pay  a  fair  psr- 
centage  upon  the  outlay.  [Mr.  A.  J. 
BAifont :  No ! j  He  was  sorry  if  he 
inisundeistood  the  right  hon.  Qentle- 
tnan.  He  would  continue  his  remarks, 
and  perhaps,  if  he  was  wrong,  the  ri^t 
hon.  Gentleman  wonld  correct  him.  He 
understood  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
say  that  the  houses  would  not  be  let  at  a 
lees  rental,  considering  that  the  land 
would  he  bought  at  a  less  price  than  it 
could  be  got  for  in  the  open  market.  At 
any  rate,  it  stood  to  reason  that  if  the 
land  was  bought  for  less  than  It  could  be 
bought  for  in  the  open  market  the  houses 
could  be  let  at  less  than  their  full  and 
proper  value.  The  number  of  bouses 
was  nothing;  the  principle  was  every- 
thing ;  but,  supposing  there  were  500 
houses  to  be  let  at  a  lower  rent  than  that 
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thaX  juat  outside  that  area  of  well-con- 
structed  and  healthy  dwellings,  dwell- 
ings that  were  let  at  a  low  rent  to  thrifty 
and  respectable  working  people,  there 
were  destitute  and  sufferinz  people  who 
had  to  contribute  through  the  extra  rates 
and  taxation  for  the  better  condition  of 
those  who  were  better  able  to  provide 
for  themtelves  than  they  were.  He 
thought  that  that  was  the  operation  of 
the  clause,  and  he,  therefore,  mnst 
earnestly  contend  against  it.  He  ap- 
pealed to  Her  Majesty's  Goremment  to 
conaiderthe  point  seriously.  Theymust 
hare  fait  that  there  were  deep  convia- 
tions  on  this  subject ;  theymust  see  that 
manybon.  Members  regarded  the  clause 
as  an  exceedingly  dangerous  one.  It  had 
been  a  very  painful  thing  for  some  of 
them  to  hare  to  vote  against  a  par- 
ticular stage  of  the  Bill ;  although  they 
were  anxious  that  better  dweUings 
should  be  secured  for  the  working 
classes,  they  had  had  to  vote  against  a 
stage  of  the  Bill  because  of  this  vicious 
principle  embodied  in  it. 

The  SECRETAEY  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  As9HET0N  Caosa)  said,  that  time  was 
valuable,  yet  time  ought  not  to  count 
when  there  was  an  important  principle 
involved.  He  would  make  a  suggestion 
to  see  whether  they  could  not  come  to  a 
fair  and  equitable  arraogement.  The 
great  difficulty  seemed  to  arise  from  the 
fact  that  a  price  was  put  in  the  Bill ; 
and,  therefore,  he  would  suggest  that 
the  clause  ahoiild  etop  at  line  36,  leaving 
out — 


"  At  BDch  priM,  to  ba  fixsd  by  agreemant  or 
arbitration,  u  will  suable  tha  Board  to  appro- 
piiato  the  sites  or  parts  so  conTsjed  for  the  por- 
poies  ot  the  Liboiuicg  CUssei  Ladfpng  Houses 
Acts.  IBol  to  1867.  as  nmended  by  this  Act; 
Provided  that  the  price  ahall  not  be  leu  than 
the  price  paid  for  the  land  when  it  was  par- 
chaasd  on  bebolf  of  Her  NaJBttj  or  of  the  cooiity 
of  Middlesex  res|>ectively, 

and  then,  in  order  to  show  what  really 
"  )  meaning  of  the  clauee,  adopt 


"  For  the  purpose  of  the  erection  thereoD  bf 
the  Board  or  other  parties,  for  the  use  ot  the 
working  claseea,  building  disposed  in  streets, 
squares,  or  otherwise,  with  or  without  Open 
■paces,  with  power  (or  such  Board,  as  to  all  or 
any  part  of  such  sites,  to  lease  the  saino  to  other 
persoDS,  to  be  used  for  tha  purposes  aforesaid, 
or  to  exchange  tha  same  for  other  Isod  to  be 
applied  for  like  purpoaea,  or  to  ooDverl  by  sale 
the  aame  into  money,  to  be  inve«t«d  in  land  to 
be  applied  for  like  puiposaa,  so  that  tha  land 
Mr.  Picton 


taken  bj  exchange  or  sale  be  situate  within  tha 
Sletropolis." 

They  would  thus  get  rid  of  the  difficulty 
of  putting  the  price  in  the  Bill.  He 
only  threw  that  out  as  a  suggestion ;  if 
it  vae  not  accepted,  he  was  quite  pre- 
pared to  stand  oy  the  Bill  as  it  stood, 
and,  if  neoeeaary,  to  go  on  until  thej 
passed  it. 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVEE:  Does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  mean  by  that  that 
it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  Treasury 
to  sell  the  land  at  less  than  its  market 
value? 

The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AssBETOK  Cboss)  Said,  the  clausa 
would  then  run  in  this  way — 

"  In  the  erent  of  the  remoTal  from  their 
praeent  rites  of  MiUbsnk  Penitentia^,  or  Pen- 
toDTille  Penitentiarj,  it  shall  ba  lawfiil  for  Her 
Majesty,  on  the  recommendation  ot  the  Com* 
missioners  ot  Her  Majesty's  Treuory,  and  is 
the  CTent  of  the  removal  from  its  present  site 
of  Coldbath  Fields  Prison,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  J  ustices  of  the  pea«e  for  the  coanty  of  Mid- 
dlesex, if  the  justice*  think  Gt  so  to  do,  to  sell 
and  ooavey  those  respective  sites  or  any  part  or 
parts  thereof  to  the  Metropolitan  Board  <^ 
Works,  for  the  purpose  of  the  erection  thereon 
by  the  B<)ard  or  other  parties  for  the  use  of  tha 
working  chisaes,"  and  so  on. 

Me.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD  said,  it  did 
not  appear  to  him  that  the  euggestioo 
of  the  tight  hon.  Oentleman  (Sir  B. 
Aeshecon  Cross)  met  in  any  way  the 
opposition  that  was  raised  to  this  dause ; 
and  he  wished  in  the  most  serious  manner 
possible  to  remind  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment of  the  distinct  pledge  that  was 
given  to  the  House  some  weeks  ago  by 
the  Leader  of  the  House,  to  the  effect 
that  no  contentious  Business  should  ba 
proceeded  with  during  the  remainder  of 
the  Session.  He  wished  to  ask  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  whether  they  con- 
sidered this  contentious  Business  or 
not?  If  tbey  wore  to  acoept  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Home  Secretary  it  would  have  this  con- 
saqnsnce — that  he  would  deal  with  this 
matter  probably  at  one  bite ;  and  those 
who  intended  to  make  this  contentious 
matter,  and  very  contentious  matter, 
would  be  easily  disposed  of.  That 
would  be  very  disadvant^^us,  and 
would  not  lead  to  the  enforoement  of 
the  pledge  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, a  pledge  which  was  being  dis- 
tinctly violated  on  this  occasion. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  [Sir 
B.  AssHBToK  Cbobb]  :  I  protest  against 


1777    mtmngoftheWorl-ing  [A.vovifTn,lBB5\      Clatiet  (England)  BOl.     1778 


nich  vords,  and  I  hope  the  hon.  Gten- 
tie  man  nill  withdraw  them. 

Mk.  AKTHDE  AENOLD  said.  1ib 
would  Bay  that  the  pledge  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  had  not  been  ob- 
serred,  and  to  that  he  must  Btriotlj  ad- 
here ;  but  he  wanted  to  eay  something 
more  with  regard  to  this  proposal. 
This  was  a  proposal  giving:  a  distinct 
sdvantaga  to  London  and  to  the  rate- 
payers of  London.  [Mr.  Jesbz  Col- 
llkqb:  No;  London  has  created  it.] 
The  hon.  Unmber  for  Ipswich  said  that 
Iiondon  had  oraated  it ;  but  he  (Mr. 
Arnold)  did  not  see  that  at  all.  Man- 
chester and  Liverpool  and  other  places 
had  contributed  directly  to  the  increase 
of  value  of  these  prison  sites;  and  he 
stood  there  as  a  Bepresentative  of 
one  of  those  constitnenoies,  in  order  to 
olaim  on  behalf  of  his  constituents  their 
share  of  that  inorement  of  value.  How 
was  it  to  be  gives  to  them  ?  Was  it  to  be 
given  to  them  through  prison  sites  or  in 
seme  other  direction  ?  At  all  events,  he 
distinctly  objected,  and  he  should  be 
very  glad  to  support  hia  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  8auth  Northumberland 
(Mr.  A.  Grey)  in  objecting,  as  loof  as 
he  pleased,  to  the  confiscation  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government  of  bis  consti- 
taents'  share  of  the  increment  of  value. 
There  was  nothing  in  the  present  rates 
that  were  levied  on  the  people  of  London 
which  entitled  them  to  that  share.  The 
people  of  many  of  the  manufacturing 
towns  were  paying  higher  rates  than 
those  paid  by  the  people  of  London. 
He  had  previously  called  attention  to 
dko  peculiar  advantages  possessed  by 
the  working  classes  of  London  in  regard 
to  their  moving  from  one  part  of  the 
Metropolis  to  another.  Now,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  spoken  with  all 
the  authority  belonging  to  a  Member  of 
the  Boyal  Commission  as  to  what  hap- 

£  sued  on  that  Commission.  The  right 
on.  Gentleman  knew  better  than  he 
did  what  happened  on  that  Commis- 
sion ;  but  he  believed  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  statement,  that  the 
proposal  to  give  this  land  at  cost  price 
was  carried  by  a  vast  majority  of  the 
Members  of  ^e  Commission,  was  one 
that  was  not  strictly  correct.  At  all 
events,  this  was  the  fact — that  in  the  Re- 
port of  the  Boyal  Commission  the  only 
arguments 'in  favour  of  this  proposal 
were  those  of  the  noble  Marquess  the 
Prime  Minister  (the  Marquess  of  Salis- 


bury). There  was  not  an  argument  of 
any  sort  or  kind  in  the  general  Report 
of  the  Commission  which  sustained  the 
proposition  —  the  extraordinary  and 
reckless  proposition — which  was  now 
before  the  Committee.  He  did  hope 
that  the  interest  of  other  places  besides 
London  would  be  regarded  by  hon. 
Members  that  night.  It  was  only  re- 
cently that  he  divided  the  Committee 
in  respect  of  the  subsidies  given  to 
London  for  their  Parke  and  various  in- 
stitutions. People  who  lived  outside 
London  were  tired  of  these  subventions 
which  were  g^ven  to  the  Metropolis,  and 
which  were  not  defended  by  the  late 
Government.  Her  Majesty's  late  Go- 
vernment had  given  them  up,  and  he 
said  that  the  time  had  arrived  when 
this  custom  of  giving  advantage  to 
London  ought  not  to  be  continued.  He 
had  often  before  protested  against  it ; 
he  did  so  again  on  that  occasion,  and 
he  oaUed  on  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment not  to  go  forward  with  this  con- 
tentious Bill. 

Mb.  BBYCE  said,  he  thought  that 
the  proposal  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  was  one  which  might  be 
fairly  accepted  by  his  hon.  Friend ;  but, 
for  his  own  part,  he  wished  to  hear 
more  about  that  proposal,  which  he 
thought  was  surronnaed  by  a  certain 
amount  of  obscurity.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  knew  that  if  the  land  were 
sold  under  the  Acta  which  bore  his 
name,  and  in  order  that  workmen's 
dwellings  should  be  erected  on  it,  the 
land  could  not  be  sold  at  its  full  value. 
Therefore,  he  said  that  the  words  sug- 
gested by  the  right  ban.  Gentleman — 
"  Sell  for  the  purpose  of  erection,  &o." 
—would  have  the  same  effect,  and  would 
operate  with  the  arbitrator  in  determin- 
ing what  the  price  should  be.  He  and 
his  hon.  Friends  thought  that  a  fair 
market  price  ought  to  be  given ;  and  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  consent 
to  the  insertion  of  words  which  would 
state  that  a  fair  market  price  should  be 
given  for  the  land,  and  say,  at  the  same 
time,  that  he  would  consent  to  that  por- 
tion of  the  Amendment  which  provided 
that  the  matter  should  afterwards  come 
before  Parliament  for  its  decision  and 
confirmation,  he  thought  they  might 
accept  the  clause.  He  thought  the  Com- 
mittee wonld  in  that  way  provide  for 
future  difiioultiea  that  might  arise  from 

ogle 
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the  adoption  of  a  proposal  whicti 
ried  on  the  face  of  it  a  ceitain  amount 
of  obsourity,  and  with  regard  to  vhose 
reanlts  they  knew  nothing. 

Mb.  JESSE  COLLIN(39  said,  he 
oonld  not  follow  hia  hou.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Satford  (Mr.  Arnold)  in  the 
views  he  had  expressed  on  this  proposal 
of  H«r  Majesty's  (itoremment.  His 
hon.  Friend  was  opposed  to  subventionB 
to  the  Metropolis  which  came  out  of  the 
Oonsolidated  Fund ;  but  he  would  point 
out  that  this  proposal  came  under  a  dif- 
ferent category.  With  the  permission 
of  the  Oommittee  he  would  prove  that 
point.  Who  was  it  that  had  made  the 
increased  value  of  sites  in  the  Metro- 
polis; was  it  SaUord  or  Manchester? 
[Mr.  Aethite  Arnold:  Tes;  both.] 
But  suppose  those  sites  ooat  £10,000, 
and  were  now  worth  £30,000,  what,  be 
asked,  had  produced  the  increase  of  the 
value  of  the  land?  ^Vhy,  the  enter- 
prize,  the  trade,  and  inoreased  popula- 
tion of  London.  Well,  then,  what  was 
proposed  here  was  to  give  that  increment 
of  value  by  certain  means  back  to  the 
people  of  London.  He  was  prepared 
to  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  it  was  not,  per- 
haps, the  beet  way  of  doing  it ;  hut  he 
contended  that,  on  the  grounds  he  had 
shown,  the  proposal  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  was  altogether  removed 
from  the  category  of  mere  subventions. 
He  should  vote  for  the  clause  because 
he  wanted  to  extend  the  principle ;  he 
wanted  to  say  to  the  great  landowners 
of  WestmiuHter — "  Ton  gave  £10,000 
for  the  property  that  is  now  worth  ten 
times  the  amount;  that  increase  of 
value  has  been  created  by  the  trade  and 
population  of  London ;  and,  therefore, 
we  believe  you  should  in  some  way  con- 
tribute to  the  well-being  of  those  who 
brought  about  that  result."  He  could 
quote  the  Marqaess  of  Salisbury  in  this 
matter.  The  noble  Marquess  said  be- 
fore the  Commission  on  the  subject  of 
housing  the  working  classes,  on  whose 
reoommendation  this  proposalwaa based, 
that— 


and,  therefore,  he  (Mr.  Jesse  OoUinga) 
entreated  his  Badioal  Friends  especially 
to  vote  with  both  hands  for  this  clause. 
Ha  had  voted  agaiast  subventions  for 
keeping  up  Parks  for  London  ;  but  that 
was  quite  another  matter.  They  were 
dealing  now  with  an  increased  value 
Mr.  Bnjce 


created  by  the  people  of  London,  which 
it  was  proposed  to  give  back  to  them — 
a  process  which  he  said  they  must  con- 
tinue to  apply  to  other  land  that  had 
increased  in  value  through  the  same 
agency,  and  with  respect  to  which, 
either  by  taxation  or  some  plan  a  little 
more  convenient  than,  the  present,  they 
hoped  to  anive  at  the  same  end.  This 
was  altogether  a  different  matter  from 
a  subvention,  even  supposing  that  Sal- 
ford  and  Mancheeter  haii  anything  to  do 
with  creating  this  increment  of  value. 
For  these  reasons  be  should  vote  for  the 
clause,  defending  it  altogether  from  the 
subvention  theory.  He  would  ask  his 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  South 
Northumberland  (Mr.  A.  Grey)  whether, 
under  these  circumstances,  he  was  oon* 
sistent  in  obstructing  the  Bill  ?  His 
hon.  Friend  objected  to  the  word  "  ob- 
struction;" then  he  would  say  "op- 
posing the  Bill  in  a  very  lively  manner." 
Finally,  he  again  appealed  to  Ms  hon. 
Friends  to  support  the  clause. 

The  SECHETAEY  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  Aaskztos  Cross)  said,  he  would 
make  another  suggestion  which  he 
hoped  would  enable  the  Committee  to 
come  to  an  agreement  on  the  clause. 
He  proposed  to  insert  at  the  cmd  words 
which  would  make  the  clause  run  thus — 

"  Ths  price  of  incli  lite  bIibII  be  a  fair  max- 
kst  price  fixed  by  agreement  or  ubitn^Ml-" 

Mr.  FELL  said,  if  the  ri^t  hon. 
Gentleman  intended  to  move  ^at  as  an 
Amendment,  he  would  point  out  that  its 
effect  would  be  to  make  the  Metropoli- 
tan Board  of  Works  hold  the  land  until 
they  reahEed  a  very  much  higher  price 
than  they  gave  for  it — not  its  market- 
able value.  Perhaps  the  riffht  hon. 
Gentleman  would  be  good  enongh  to 
say  if  he  was  correct  in  that  view  of  the 
case. 

The  SEOEBTAEY  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AssHKTON  Cross)  said,  that  he  pro- 
posed to  introduce  an  Amendment  which 
would  guard  ^niost  the  contingency 
suggested  by  his  hon.  Friend.  He 
hoped  the  hon.  Member  would  consent 
to  withdraw  the  Ameodment  now  before 
the  Committee.  

Mn.  HOBACE  DAVEY  eaid,  the 
Amendment  suggested  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  was  not  satisfactory 
to  himself,  nor  did  he  think  it  would  be 
to  some  of  his  hon.  Friends.  This  was 
one  of  thoae  clauses  which  were  veijr 
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often  introduced  in  tbat  House,  vhioh 
might  meau  one  thing  to  one  Bide  and 
another  tiling  to  the  other.  Whatvould 
be  the  effect  giTeu  to  this  clause  in  the 
Ijaw  OourtA  of  the  country?  la  the 
first  place,  he  should  like  to  knoT  whe- 
ther the  clause  vras  really  necessary  or 
not  ?  If  not,  its  effeot  would  be  merely 
to  give  a  permissiTe  power  enabling  the 
Treasury  and  the  JuBtJces  of  Middlesex 
to  sell  CO  the  Uetropolitan  Board  of 
"Works  their  prisons  for  a  particular 
purpose ;  but,  of  course,  the  purpose 
for  which  a  person  bought  propertjnad 
nothing  to  do  with  the  vendor.  He 
should  like  to  know  whether,  under  the 
existing  law,  the  Justices  of  the  county 
of  Middlesex  or  the  Treasury,  when 
these  sites  ceased  to  be  required  for 

Srison  purposes,  were  not  entitled,  and 
ad  not  the  power  to  sail  them,  either  to 
the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  or 
anyone  else  in  the  Kingdom  at  the 
market  price.  The  second  oritioiBm  he 
wished  to  make  on  the  clause  was  this 
— and  here  he  might  say  that  he  en- 
tirely agreed  with  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Leicestershire  (Ur.  Fellj — 
that  it  expressly  proposed  to  convert 
the  Metropolitan  Boanl  of  Works  into 
builders.  He  objected  to  the  rates  paid 
by  the  people  of  London  being  em- 
ployed in  speculative  building.  Either 
it  was  to  be  done  at  a  profit  irithout  a 
fur  return  for  the  money  or  it  was 
If  at  a  profit,  then  he  objected  to 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  making 
the  people  of  London  participators  in 
these  speculative  transactions ;  if  it  was 
to  he  done  at  a  loss,  as  he  supposed  waB 
the  real  intention,  then  he  objected  to 
the  ratepayers  of  the  Metropolis  being 
burdened  with  the  obligation,  or  its 
being  placed  in  the  power  of  the  Metro- 
politan Board  of  Works  to  impose  tbat 
obligation  of  providing  dwellings  for 
the  working  classes  at  the  expense  of  the 
rates.  He  hoped  the  Govemmeut  would 
appreciate  the  argument  of  hie  hon. 
fViend  the  Member  for  Ipswich  (Mr. 
Jesse  OoUinge),  who  was  extremely  can- 
did as  to  the  view  which  he  took  of  this 
clause,  and  as  to  the  ground  on  which 
he  and  his  Badical  Friends  meant  to 
vote  for  it.  He  hoped  Her  Majesty's 
Government  would  appreciate  the  con- 
tention that  they  could  not  deal  with 
State  property  or  public  property  in 
this  manner — by  giving  it  away  or 
by  selling  it  at  less   than    the    real 


value  for  the  purpose  of  benefiting 
certain  classes  of  the  community,  with- 
out setting  an  example  and  creating 
a  precedent  for  similar  dealing  with 
the  unearned  increment,  or  an  incre- 
ment added  to  the  estates  of  private 
persons  by  the  increasing  wealth  of  the 
Metropolis.  He  felt  Btrongly  on  this 
subject ;  and  although  he  was  not  alto- 
gether in  accord  with  the  views  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  with  regard  to 
it,  he  did  hope  the  (ihivemment  would 
appreciate  what  it  wae  they  were  really 
doing  by  this  olanse.  The  next  criti- 
cism he  desired  to  make  on  the  clause 
was  this — the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Home  Secretary  proposed  to  add  words 
to  provide  that  the  price  given  for  the 
sites  should  be  the  fair  market  price. 
Yes  :  a  fair  market  price,  but  on  what 
conditions  ?  If  the  land  was  to  be  sold 
to  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Worki  for 
a  particular  purpose  it  was  idle  and 
illusory  to  say  that  the  prioe  was  to  ha 
the  fair  market  price,  because  on  the  con- 
ditions laid  down  in  the  Bill  it  was  im- 
possible  to  get  a  fair  market  price  for  it. 
As  he  had  said,  he  objected  strongly  to 
the  clause,  not  only  on  behalf  of  the  rate- 
payers of  the  Metropolis,  but  on  behalf 
of  the  public  generally.  He  regarded 
those  sites  as  part  of  the  public  property 
of  the  country,  and  he  said  that  the  Go- 
vernment had  no  right  to  make  a  pre- 
sent to  the  people  of  London — for  it 
really  was  a  present— of  that  property, 
any  more  than  they  had  the  right  to 
make  to  the  people  a  present  of  public 
property  in  other  parts  of  the  Kingdom. 
He  remembered  tbat  when  it  was  a 
question  of  selling  the  foreshore  at 
Southport  they  were  told  by  the  Govern- 
ment Uien  in  power  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Government  to  safeguard  public 
property,  and  to  take  care  if  it  was  sold 
that  it  was  sold  at  the  highest  price  that 
eould  be  obtained  for  it.  Well,  then,  he 
said  the  same  principle  should  be  ap- 
plied to  London  as  to  the  other  parts  of 
the  country.  For  those  reasons  he  ob- 
jected to  the  olauseae  it  stood,  and  he 
also  objected  to  it  in  the  form  in  which  it 
was  proposed  to  be  amended  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary, 
because  he  believed  it  would  have  the 
effect  of  achieving  the  same  end  in  a 
different  way  j  and,  moreover,  it  had  the 
additional  inconvenience  about  it — he 
should  say  this  additional  vioe— that 
the  right   hon.  GesUeman's  proposed 
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addition  to  the  clause  iras  capable 
of  being  interpreted  in  two  different 
ways.  It  was  just  one  of  those  clauses 
which,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  were  often 
put  into  Bills  in  Committee  of  that 
House  by  way  of  oompromise,  when 
one  party  meant  one  thing  and  the 
other  meant  another,  and  which  were 
among;  the  most  fertile  sources  of 
litigation.  If  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman would  allow  him  to  do  so,  he 
would  like  to  aek  the  President  of  the 
Local  GoTemment  Board  if  he  had  for- 
gotten that  mostimpressiTe  speech  which 
he  made  at  an  earlier  period  of  this 
Farliameat,  when  he  complained  that 
the  spirit  of  economy  had  deserted  those 
Benches?  But  he  did  not  want  to  make 
this  a  personal  argument ;  he  did  not 
think  that  the  present  Govemment  were 
to  be  blamed  for  this  class  of  legislation, 
which  had  become  far  too  oommon  he- 
fore  they  took  Office,  and  his  object  in 
making  these  observations  on  the  clause 
was  by  way  of  protest  against  legisla- 
tion of  the  kind. 

Tas  PBESIDENT  (Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
Fodb)  said,  he  did  sot  intend  to  continue 
a  discussion  upon  an  abstract  doctrine ; 
but  he  must  Eay  a  word  or  two  with  re- 

S,rd  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  hon. 
ember  for  Ipswich  (Mr.  Jesse  (Jollinea) 
and  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Ohristchurch  (Mr.  Horaoe  Davey).  The 
Ooremment  had  been  taunted  with  hav- 
ing introduced  in  this  clause  a  provision 
for  the  appropriation  of  what  one  school 
of  economists  called  the  unearned  incre- 
ment ;  but  he  wished  to  say  that  what- 
ever faults  might  be  Imputed  against 
the  clause,  that  fault  it  did  not  possess. 
The  object  of  the  clause  was  to  enable 
the  State  to  make  a  certain  use  of  its 
own  property.  Those  who  desired  to 
see  the  appropriation  of  unearned  incre- 
ment wisned  the  State  to  make  use  of 
somebody  else's  property.  The  two 
methods  of  procedure  were  divided  by 
the  whole  difference  which  separated 
charity  from  spoliation. 

Sia  SYDNEY  WATEELOW  said, 
he  would  not  trouble  the  Oommittee 
with  any  remarks  on  the  unearned  in- 
crement farther  than  to  say  that  he  pre- 
sumed that  the  unearned  increment  in 
the  case  of  these  prison  sites  belonged 
to  the  State ;  and  he  believed  that  the 
State  might  appropriate  that  increment 
for  the  benefit  of  Uie  classes  which  they 
thoBght  ongbt  to  have  it,  if  in  so  doing 
Mr.  Sorao  Davey 


they  did  the  best  for  the  community  at 
large.  He  thought  they  would  all  agree 
to  the  proposition  that  the  better  the 
workinft  classes  were  boused,  the  better 
it  would  be  for  the  nation  as  a  whole. 
But  he  wished  to  call  attention  to  the 
practical  working  of  the  clause.  They 
had  heard  a  great  deal  about  the  un- 
earned increment.  He  wished  to  remark 
that  the  moment  it  was  known  that  the 
eites  were  to  be  utilized  tor  the  purpose 
of  the  Bill,  the  market  value  of  the  mnd 
would  be  brought  down  by  one-fourth 
or  one-third.  He  did  not  wish  to  say 
anything  about  that.  If  it  was  the  in- 
tention to  do  away  with  the  prisons,  he 
did  not  think  they  could  do  better  with 
the  sites  on  which  they  stood  than  erect 
upon  them  dwellings  for  the  working 
olasses  with  good  wide  spaces  between 
them.  But  he  objected  when  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  said 
that  the  dwellings,  when  erected,  were 
to  make  a  fair  return.  ["  Hear,  hear  1 "] 
Well,  he  would  pass  from  that  paint. 
If  the  persons  to  be  benefited  were  to 
pay  a  iair  market  price  for  the  dwell- 
mgB,  surely  the  vendors  of  the  land 
ought  to  sell  it  for  a  fair  market  price, 
because  it  was  to  be  utilized  for  a  par- 
ticular purpose,  and  that  very  fact  wonld 
bring  the  price  down.  Again,  he  ob- 
jected to  the  proposal  that  the  land 
should  be  dealt  with  by  agreement  or 
arbitration.  He  appealed  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  (Sir  £.  Assheton  Cross), 
who  would,  perhaps,  remember  that 
evidence  was  given  by  the  surveyor  to 
the  Peabody  Trustees— namely,  that  the 
ground  let  to  the  Trosteea  was  let  at 
50  per  cent  less  than  it  would  have  been 
worth  under  ordinary  ciroumetaoces.  If 
the  ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman  would  put 
into  this  clause  words  that  would  leave 
the  land  open  to  public  competition,  so 
that  the  dealing  might  be  fair,  he  shonld 
not  object  to  it ;  but  if  it  was  to  be  left 
to  be  settled  by  agreement  or  arbi- 
tration, he  was  bound  to  say  that  he 
could  not  approve  of  that  course  at  all ; 
because,  in  that  ease,  the  people  in- 
tended to  be  benefited  would  get  no 
benefit  to  the  same  extent ;  whereas,  if 
the  matter  were  left  to  public  competi- 
tion, no  one  could  find  fault  with  the 
price  realised.  Supposing  that  the  Me- 
tropolitan Board  of  Works  bought  in 
the  manner  contemplated  in  the  Bill 
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Bupposingit  vasat  aTeryloTprica,  tbe; 
would  have  to  spend  money  in  pulling 
down  and  road  making  before  they  could 
let  the  premieeB ;  and  be  ventured  to  say 
that  thehiffliest  price  got  for  the  dwell- 
ings would  not  do  more  than  pay  for 
the  money  laid  out  in  this  way.  Thea 
with  regard  to  the  arf^ment  that  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  were  to 
become  speculative  builders;  no  one 
knew  better  than  the  nght  hon.  Qentle- 
roan  that  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works  were  very  indisposed  to  become 
builders,  and  have  the  responsibility  of 
letting  the  buildings  erected ;  he  knew 
also  that  the  members  of  the  Board  were 
gentlemen  of  great  influence,  who  knew 
what  sort  of  influence  would  be  brought 
to  bear  upon  them.  He  said  there  was 
no  safety  in  the  clanse,  unless  the  Go- 
vernment proceeded  by  way  of  public 
competition,  which  would  prevent  any 
fault  being  found  with  what  was  done, 
and  would  enable  the  working  classes 
to  get  what  they  wanted  at  a  fair  price. 
The  time  had  gone  by  when  they  could 
■hut  their  eyes  to  the  fact  that  they 
must  continue  to  provide  dwellings  for 
the  working  classes.  Those  classes  were 
increasing  year  by  year;  and  the  Com- 
mittee should  remember  that  one  of  the 
witnessee  examined  before  the  Royal 
Conimissibn  had  stated  that  although  a 
great  deal  had  been  done  in  that  direc- 
tion there  was  still  much  overcrowding.  In 
Buggesting  the  addition  of  words  which 
wDiud  leave  the  price  to  be  paid  to  pub- 
lic competition,  he  felt  sure  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  give  him 
credit  for  speaking  in  the  public  interest; 
and  he  trusted  that  his  suggestion  would 
be  adopted,  because  then  they  would  get 
rid  of  tlie  idea  that  the  fair  market  price 
would  not  be  paid. 

Mr.  a.  B.  D.  ELLIOT  said,  that  the 
further  they  went  with  this  discussion 
the  more  dearly  it  must  appear  to  those 
who  watched  their  proceedings  that  the 
best  thing  the  Government  could  do 
would  be  to  withdraw  the  clause  alto- 
gether. That,  he  thought,  was  the 
ground  which  ought  to  be  taken  up  by 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  those  Benohee.  He 
must  say  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  dealt  rather  easily  with  the  argu* 
ment  put  forward  in  the  course  of  the 
discussion  by  his  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Salford  (Mr.  Arnold),  who  said 
there  had  been  an  undertaking  on  the 
'  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  not 


to  proceed  with  any  contentious  Busi- 
ness. If  these  matters  were  not  con- 
tentious  he  was-  at  a  loss  to  understand 
how  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
•haracterize  the  recent  prooeedings.  He 
would  like  to  call  attention  to  a  matter 
in  which  many  Members  from  Scotland 
were  interested — that  was  to  say.  the 
Bill  dealing  with  the  Sootch  Universities. 
That  Bill  had  been  given  up  altogether 
because  there  was  some  opposition  to 
one  or  two  of  its  clauses,  and  the  Go- 
vernment, in  consequence,  said  it  was 
clearly  a  contentions  matter.  He  asked 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  apply  in  one 
case  the  rule  he  had  applied  in  the 
other ;  he  asked  him  to  carry  out  the 
pledge  that  no  contentious  Basin  ess 
should  be  taken  ;  and  he  thought  that 
what  had  taken  place  that  evening  was 
quite  enough  to  prove  that  this  Bill  was 
of  a  highly  contentious  character. 
Several  hon.  Members  who  were  inte- 
rested in  this  question  had  left  town. 
Of  course,  they  could  not  be  blamed  for 
going  away  at  that  time  of  the  Session ; 
if  they  were  away  it  could  notbe  helped, 
and  it  was  absurd  to  expect  that  the 
Committee  could  have  any  fair  and  open 
discussion  on  mattersof  thiskind  on  the 
llthof  August.  If  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman would  amend  the  clause  by  put- 
ting in  words  to  the  effect  that  the  und 
should  be  sold  for  the  beat  price  ob- 
tainable in  the  open  market,  the  clause 
might  be  agreed  to ;  but  he  thought  it 
was  useless  to  go  on  with  it  oUierwiee. 
He  thought  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
beside  him  was  a  little  hard  upon  hon. 
Members  on  those  Benches  in  saying 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  South  North- 
umberland (Mr.  A.  Grey)  was  obstruot- 
ing  the  clause.  Why,  any  hon.  Member 
would  know  who  had  watched  their  pro- 
ceedings during  the  last  three  weeks  that 
anything  like  obstruction  was  not  only 
foreign  to  their  intentions,  but  abso- 
lutely repugnant  to  their  general  notions 
of  procedure.  They  bad  taken  the  Bill 
fairly,  clause  by  clause ;  and  he  would 
like  to  ask  right  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site whether,  if  the  Treasury  Bench  had 
been  occupied  by  Liberals  instead  of 
Conservatives,  it  was  probable  that  the 
Bill  would  have  the  slightest  chance  of 
being  carried?  Bight  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  had  many  advantwes  over 
their  Predecessors ;  they  hi^  not  to 
deal  with  obstruction  in  that  House,  and 
they  could  do  what   they  pleased   in 
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"  another  plaoe."  He  felt  sure  tliat 
hariag  pointed  out  to  ripht  hon.  Oea- 
tlemea  opposito  that  their  action  that 
night  had  been  almost  contradictory  of 
the  Bolemn  pledges  ^ven,  they  would 
agree  with  him  in  Baying  that  they  ought 
not  to  go  any  further  vith  this  conten- 
tious Bill. 

Mr.  SBOADHTTBBT  said,  he  must 
Bupport  this  clause.  He  had  ventured 
to  criticize  some  of  its  features;  but  he 
heartily  supported  it  for  the  reason  that 
it  established  the  very  sound  doctrine 
that  the  inoreased  value  of  the  lajid  in 
cases  of  this  kind  belonged  to  the  people 
vhose  industry  had  made  it  more  valu- 
able, and  on  that  account  he  and  his 
hon.  Friends  could  not  consent  for  a 
moment  to  a  modification  of  the  clauep  in 
anyform  whatever.  Heappealedto  the 
right  hon.  Oentleman  who  had  charge 
of  the  Bill  to  conform  to  tho  recom- 
mendation of  the  Royal  Commission  by 
retaining  the  clause  as  it  stood  at  pre- 
aent.  He  thought  there  might  have 
liesn  a  better  way  out  of  this  difficulty 
had  the  saggestion  which  he  had  had 
the  honour  of  making  been  thoroughly 
adhered  to  and  earned  out.  He  said 
that,  instead  of  selling  these  sites  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  on  tbem  dwellings 
for  the  working  classes,  it  would  be  far 
better  if  they  were  at  once  made  over 
for  open  spaces  for  the  benefit  of  all  the 
community.  They  could  not  possibly 
touch  a  spot  in  London  where  10  or 
20  acres  of  open  space  could  not  do  an 
enormous  amount  of  good  to  the  whole 
of  the  inhabitants  of  London,  by  giving, 
as  it  were,  large  air  holes  for  the  circu- 
lation of  purer  atmosphere;  and  he 
thought  that  if  steps  were  taken  in  that 
direction  a  great  advantage  to  the  people 
would  result.  He  did  not  care  for  Uie 
change  which  the  right  hon.  Q«ntleman 
proposed  to  make  in  the  clause ;  on  the 
contrary,  he  vary  much  feared  that  it 
would  detract  considerably  from  the 
value  of  the  intended  gift ;  and  if  the 
right  hon.  Glentleman  had  a  moment  to 
eparc  he  should  be  exoeedingly  glad  to 
know  the  reason  for  the  proposed  change. 
There  were  one  or  two  distinguished 
young  Members  on  that  side  of  the 
House  who  wished  to  maintain  certain 
old-fashioned  prinoiples  whioh  they  had 
adopted  owing  to  their  association  with 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  Ministerial 
Benches.  He  sincerely  hoped  that  Mem- 
bers of  the  Liberal  Party  would  hold 
fast  to  their  proposals  in  this  matter. 
Mr.  A.S.J>.  Miot 


He  was  very  glad  to  see  the  rif^ht  hon. 
Oentleman  the  Leader  of  the  Honsa  in 
his  place.  That  right  bon.  Oeatleman 
had  made  a  speech  at  Bristol  on  Satnr- 
day  night  which  was  in  the  nature  of  a 
very  strong  attack  on  the  right  hon- 
Q-entleman  tho  Member  for  Birming- 
ham (Mr.  Chamberlain]  for  his  Social- 
istic tendencies ;  and  heCMr.Broadharst) 
had  been  surprised  to  find  on  reading 
his  speech  that  the  right  hon.  Qaatle- 
man  had  not  even  read  the  Bill  which 
was  coming  before  the  House,  as  the 
first  Order  of  the  Day  on  Monday,  and 
whioh  contained  Socialism  in  a  pnrai 
form  than  anything  he  remembered  to 
have  been  recommended  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Bir- 
mingham. When  jhe  right  hon.  Oen- 
tleman the  Leader  of  the  House  re- 
tamed  and  learnt  in  the  Hooae  of  Oom- 
mons  on  Monday  aftemoon  that  tho 
Party  which  he  led  were  the  real  initia- 
tors of  this  class  of  legislatioa  he 
naturally  became  considerably  alarmed, 
and  he  (Mr.  Broadhurst)  had  no  donbt 
that  it  was  due  to  hiswoli-known  caution 
in  matters  of  legislation,  that  this  modi- 
fication was  proposed.  Ho  sincerely 
hoped  that  the  Qovemment  would  re- 
main firm  to  its  proposal ;  and  he  could 
assure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  in 
adhering  to  the  clause  as  it  stood  in  the 
Bill  he  would  have  no  firmer  supporter, 
nor  any  more  laborious  assistant,  in 
oarryingthe  clause  than  himself. 

Mb.  GBEQOBY  said,  he  understood 
the  object  of  the  Qovemment  was  to 
give  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Worb 
the  right  of  pre-emption  of  these  lands 
for  certain  purposes— that  was  to  say, 
the  erection  of  workmen's  dwellings 
when  the  disused  prisons  now  standing 
upon  them  were  removed — they  oon- 
templatad  that  the  Board  should  have 
this  preference  over  all  other  purohasen 
provided  they  paid  a  fair  market  price. 
If  that  were  the  correct  view  of  the  in- 
tention of  the  Qovemment,  he  thought 
it  would  be  better  to  deal  with  the 
matter  on  Report. 

Ms.  SHAW  LEFETRE  said,  after 
the  discussioii  which  had  taken  place,  he 
thought  the  Government  should  agree 
to  postpone  this  question.  He  bad 
certainly  understood  that  the  Qovem- 
ment and  the  Opposition  had  agreed 
that  no  contentious  measure  should  be 
taken  during  the  remainder  of  the  Ses- 
sion ;  but  this  Bill  was  of  a  highly  con- 
teutions  character,  and  bad  beui  under- 
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stood  to  be  so  for  some  days  past.  But  postpone  the  clause  or  leave  it  out  of  the 
there  was  a  furllier  obiectton  to  pro- 1  Bill  altogether.  He  was  one  of  those 
oeeding,  and  it  was  that  they  were  asked  who  thought  that  they  had  no  right  to 
to  go  forward  with  this  clause  ia  entire  I  dispose  of  public  property  in  this  way— 


ignoranoe  of  the  real  value  of  the  land 
in  question.  He  bad  heard  that  in 
the  opinion  of  some  persons  one  of  the 
sites  of  23  acres  was  worth  £60,000  or' 
£80,000;  but  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
another  person,  it  was  worth  from 
£120,000  to  £160,000  ;  but  the  fact  was 
the  Oommittee  knew  nothing  at  all  about 
the  value  of  the  land.  If  the  actual 
value  of  the  land  was  to  be  obtained,  he 
said  that  the  question  before  the  Com- 
mittee would  be  one  of  limited  import- 
ance ;  but  the  point  they  were  concerned 
about  was  whether  they  were  to  get  the 
real  value  for  the  land,  or  that  which  the 
State  might  place  upon  it,  or  accept.  He 
had  been  conversing  with  a  gentleman 
very  competent  to  speak  on  this  matter, 
who  said  he  was  authorized  by  the  prison  , 
authorities  to  say  that  the  value  of  the  ] 
site  was  of  less  value  than  was  supposed. 


at  any  rate,  without  knowing  what  the 
value  of  that  property  was.  This  was 
the  property  more  or  less  of  the  nation, 
and  he  said  that,  if  it  was  the  iotentioa 
of  the  Qovemment  to  make  it  a  present 
to  the  peonle  of  London,  they  ought  to 
know  exactly  what  the  value  of  the  pre- 
sent was  to  be.  He  admitted  the  diffi- 
culty which  London  had  to  contend  with 
in  respect  of  dwellings  for  the  working 
classes ;  he  admitted,  as  had  been  pointed 
out  by  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Uember  for 
Qravesend  (Sir  Sydney  "Waterlow),  that 
although  muuh  had  been  done,  mnch 
remained  to  be  done  there,  to  contend 
with,  and,  if  possible,  remove,  the  con- 
dition of  over-crowding  in  which  many 
sections  of  the  working  classes  lived ; 
but  he  could  not  go  the  length  of  saying 
that  they  ought  to  saoritice  valuable 
sites,  and  so  set  a  precedent  which  he 


If,  therefore,  the  clause,  as  he  recom-  should  have  thought  the  right  hon. 
mended  that  it  should  be,  were  post-  >  Qflntlemau  would  have  considered  many 
ponedttherewonldbetimetofindoutthei  times  before  introduoing  into  the  Bill. 


valne  of  the  land,  which,  as  he  had  said, 
might  possibly  be  found  to  be  less  than 
was  generally  thought.  The  right  hon. 
Oenueman  the  Home  Seoretary  hod 
offered  to  the  Committee  what  he  called 
B  oompromise — that  was  to  aaj,  to  adopt 
the  words  "  at  a  fair  market  price ;  " 
but  it  was  to  be  aooompauied  with  con- 
ditions which  really  r&ised  the  question 
in  another  form.  If  the  sale  of  the  land 
was  to  be  subject  to  the  condition  alluded 
to,  the  whole  question  arose  whether  the 
land  would  be  sold  at  a  high  or  a  low 
price.  As  he  had  aaid,  he  hoped  the 
right  hon.  Oenfleman  would  agree  to 


He  felt  strongly  on  this  point;  but  if 
Her  Majesty's  Qovemment  would  accept 
the  Amendment  suggested  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Oravesend,  he  thought  that, 
at  any  rate,  the  clause  would  be  greatly 
improved.  But  the  better  course  would 
be.  In  his  opinion,  to  take  time  to  con- 
aider  whether  the  clause  should  remun 
in  the  Bill. 

Ub.  FIBTH  said,  he  had  a  few  short 
observations  to  make  on  this  subjeot ; 
and,  in  the  first  place,  he  would  express 
the  hope  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment would  not  withdraw  the  olause. 
Having  some  knowledge  of  the  people 


the  postponement  of  the  clause ;  first,  i  of  London,  he  had  a  right  to  express  hi 


because  the  matter  was  really  conten- 
tious; and,  secondly,  because  there  was 
ao  knowledge  or  general  agreement  as 
to  the  real  valne  of  the  land. 

8iB  WALTEB  E.  BAETTELOT  said, 
he  wished  to  say  one  or  two  words  on 
this  very  important  question.  He  had 
never  disguised  from  his  right  hon. 
Friend  that  be  particularly  disliked  the 
clause,  which,  he  thought,  was  one  that 
might  better  have  been  left  out  of  the 
Bill.  He  ventured  now  to  appeal  to 
him,  seeing  that  there  were  many  other 
important  provisions  in  the  BUI,  to  con- 
sider whether  he  might  not  fairly  follow 
the  advice  of  the  nght  hon.  Gentleman 
who  bad  jnst  eat  dova,  uid  either  to 


opinions  on  the  question  before  the  Com- 
mittee. He  could  understand  that  there 
were  differences  of  opinion  among  the 
people  as  to  the  use  made  of  the  pro- 
perty in  question.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  the  position  was  very  shortly 
stated.  It  was  that  the  Government 
had,  up  to  the  present  time,  the  control  . 
of  the  prisons  in  London ;  they  now  pro- 
posed to  take  the  prisons  out  of  London, 
to  take  the  question  of  housing  the  work- 
ing classes  over,  and  to  put  it  under  the 
control  of  Parliament.  If  that  were  so 
he  thought  it  ought  to  be  clearly  stated 
in  the  Bill  that  the  matter  was  not  to  be 
left  to  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works, 
which  he  said  ao  one  ao^uunted  withtho 
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character  of  the  workmen  of  the  country  |  them  appeared  to  rest  more  or  leu  upon 
would  wish  to  see  constituted  an  autho-  |  official  judgment ;  but  he  (Sir  Gabriel 
rity  in  the  matter.  It  seemed,  howeTer,  I  Goldne;)  replied  that  this  was  not  a 
to  him  that  the  Oorernment,  having  ex- '  qnestion  to  be  adjusted  according  to  the 
ercised  hitherto  control  over  the  London  |  strict  principles  of  State  economy  ;  and 


prisons,  desired  in  future  to 


con- 1  he  contended  that  the  proposal  of  1 


trol  over  the  dwellings  of  the  working  Majesty's  GoTemment  ought  gracioaalj 
classes.  Hecooldnot  nnderetand  why,  [to  be  accepted  by  the  Committee  as 
if  the  ground  were  suitable  for  the  pur-  I  the  best  means  of  settling  a  consider- 
pose  of  erecting  warehouses  or  other  |  able  portion  of  a  qnestion  which  had 
places  of  business,  the  people  of  London  |  troubled  the  people  of  London  for  many 
should  be  compelled  to  pay  a  greater  i  years, 
price  for  it.  He  hoped  the  Government  i 
would  adhere  to  the  clause,  which  he 
said  was  sound  in  principle. 

8iE  GABRIEL  GOLDNET  appealed 
to  the  Committee  to  pass  the  clause  as 
it  stood,  without  stopping  a  useful  Bill 
to  consider  the  price  the  land  ought  to 
be  sold  for.  This  measure  was  another 
effort  and  attempt  to  raise  the  moral 
condition  of  the  people.  In  the  case  of 
the  National  Gallery  and  other  kindred 
Institutions,  the  Committee  was  aware 
that  large  sums  were  spent  out  of 
the  Consolidated  Fund.  Everyone  was 
agreed  on  the  principle  of  the  measure ; 
and  he  asked  whether,  for  the  paltry  sum 
of  £100,000,  they  were  prepared  to  have 
this  site  let  to  the  Mgheat  bidder,  the 
consequence  of  which  would  be  that 
warehouses  would  be  erected  on  it,  and 
it  would  be  lost  to  the  locality  for 
all  purpoees  of  social  and  moral  bene- 
fit for  ever  ?  The  Boyal  Commis- 
sion had  considered  this  question  very 
fully  in  framing  their  Beport  as  to 
sites  for  Workmen's  Dwellings,  and 
the  principle  of  the  BiU  had  been  de- 


cided upon ;  and  now  the  small  thought 
had  arisen  in  the  minds  of  some  hon. 
Members  that  they  ought  to  endeavour 
to  get  the  highest  possible  price  for  the 
lana,  to  increase  the  Consolidated  Fund 
even  at  the  risk  of  letting  the  poor  go  un- 
housed. He  said  that  the  supporters  of 
a  Government  which  "had  been  engaged 
on  this  question  for  two  years,  and  had, 
during  the  last  three  Sessions,  been  eU' 
gaged  in  passing  Acts  of  Parliament 


Mk.  CHEETHAM  said,  he  had  placed 
on  the  Paper  an  Amendment  which  was 
against  the  priuoiple  of  subvention  in 
this  matter.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Chelsea  (Mr.  Firth)  bad 
contended  that  the  people  of  London 
were  entitled  to  this  subvention,  and  he 
had  been  supported  in  that  contention 
by  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Chippenham  (Sir  Gabriel  Goldney).  All 
he  conld  say  was  that,  if  this  riew  was 
held  generally,  he  was  afraid  that  it 
afforded  very  little  security  for  the  Na- 
tional Trusts.  He  understood  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  Iramed  words 
which  would  cover  the  object  he  in- 
tended to  secure ;  and  if  that  point  were 
made  perfectly  clear  he  would  not  thick 
it  necessary  to  move  his  Amendment 
But  he  was  obliged  to  say  that  he  joined 
hon.  Members  on  those  Benches  in  theii 
appeal  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
postpone  the  clause.       

Mi.  Aldebkan  W.  lAWBENCE  said, 
there  seemed  to  be  a  sort  of  general 
feeling  that  London  was  going  to  take 
something  by  this  clause,  and  that,  there- 
fore, it  must  be  met  with  the  most  de- 
cided opposition.  It  was  said  that  the 
prisons  occupied  land  purchased  by  the 
State  for  thatpurpose,  and  that  now  there 
was  an  opportunity  of  using  it  for  the 
benefit  of  the  working  classes  of  London. 
The  Government  proposed  by  this  Bill 
that  the  sites  should  be  used  for  ths 
erection  thereon  of  lodgings  for  those 
classes.  Hon.  Members  would  know 
how  difficult  it  was  to  obtain  sites  in 


with  the  object  of  bettering  the  condi- 1  London  suitable  for  such   a   purpose: 


tion  of  the  working  classes,  end  who 
had  spent  millions  and  millions  on  edu- 
cation, ought  to  unite  in  pushing  for- 
ward the  Bill.  But  instead  of  that  they 
came  down  with  questions  as  to  what 
these  prison  sites  were  worth  in  the  ~ 


and  he  appealed  to  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  had  raised  the  present  question  to 
agree  to  the  arrangement  set  forth  in 
the  clause.  He  was  sure  this  was  looked 
forward  toby  the  inhabitants  of  London, 
and  was  considered  one  of  the  important 


cality.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  <  features  of  the  Bill.  When  the  Law 
UembeTfor£.eading(Mr,  ShawLefevre)  |  Courts  were  built,  they  were  built  not 
had  given  estimates  of  value,  which  |  for  the  Metropolis,  but  for  the  whole  of 
varied  from  each  other,  although  one  of  i  the  country.    The^  stood  on  land  that 
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VBB  parohased  ooiDpulMril;  b;  Act  of 
Parlisment  for  tlie  vhole  of  the  oount^ 
— oa  land  whioh  had  been  oovered  viUi 
numerous  oourta  and  alleys  of  houBes 
in  which  had  been  orowded  a  large  popu- 
lation of  the  poorest  and  most  needy  oha- 
raoter,  nearly  every  room  having  been 
ocoapied  by  a  separate  family.  Those 
poor  people  were  turned  out  on  a  simple 
notice  to  quit,  without  the  slightest  care, 
attention,  compensation,  or  provision  for 
their  future  lodging.  He  oontended 
that  at  that  moment  Farliament  had 
au  opportunity  of  causing  the  land  of 
the  prisons  to  be  occupied  by  the 
working  olasses,  as  some  oompeneation 
for  those  who  were  driven  out  of 
their  homes  when  the  Law  Courts  were 
built.  Why  should  hon.  Hembers  coma 
forward  now  and  say — "Let  ue  have 
the  utmost  fkrthing  that  these  sites  will 
sell  for  in  the  market.  We  say  you 
ought  to  pay  the  amount  into  the  Ex- 
chequer; and  even  though  under  the 
scheme  you  propose  the  charge  which 
would  be  put  upon  our  several  towns 
would  not  be  more  than  one-eighth  of  a 
penny,  we  make  our  demand  on  prin- 
ciple, and  lay  you  ouf{ht  not  to  use  these 
Bites  for  the  benefit  of  the  working 
classes  of  the  Uetropolis?"  He  con- 
tended that  they  were  discussing  a 
triSe  and  endeavouring  to  make  it  a 
politico-eoonomio  debating  ground,  and 
that  hon.  Members  were  opposing  the 
clause,  not  because  they  did  not  agree 
with  what  it  would  effect,  but  because 
it  waa  against  the  principle  of  increased 
increment  of  property  belonging  to 
those  who  earned  it.  When  they  saw 
how  readily  large  sums  of  money  were 
voted  for  war  expenses  in  atl  parts  of 
the  world,  he  was  convinced  the  indus- 
trial classes  would  believe  that  the  Com- 
mittee neglected  their  interests,  or  did 
not  entertain  them  in  a  proper  manner, 
if,  from  a  petty  feeling  as  to  tbe  dis- 
posal of  these  sitoB,  it  refused  to  pass 
the  clause.  He  had  been  very  much 
struck  by  the  cheers  with  which  the 
statement  that  the  sites  should  be 
used  for  the  purposes  of  open  spaces 
and  recreation  grounds  was  received. 
If  that  were  done,  nothing  would 
be  paid  into  the  National  Exche- 
quer- Hon.  Members  did  not  ask 
that  the  full  value  shoold  be  paid  for 
the  land  if  it  were  given  up  to  the  pur- 
poses of  recreation.  He  really  did  hope 
that  the  clause  would  pass  without  fur- 
TOL.  CCC.    Lin't^  BEBiEfil 


ther  discnssion,  and  that  hon.  Members 
would  not  put  themselves  in  opposition 
to  the  wishes  of  the  mass  of  the  people 
of  thiB  f^reat  Metropolis. 

Mr.  HOPWOOD  thought  hon.  Mem- 
bers were  entitled  to  an  answer  to  the 
question  whether  this  was  or  was  not 
contentious  Business  ?  If  the  right  Hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer  gave  them  an  answer,  he  waa 
sure  be  would  give  them  a  candid  one, 
even  if  it  were  against  himself.  He 
(Mr.  Hopwood]  himeolf  could  not  help 
thinking  that  there  could  be  no  doubt 
at  all  iu  the  matter,  and  that  it  was 
most  assuredly  contentious  Business. 
Yet  the  Ministry  had  promised  that  no- 
thing with  even  the  flavour  of  conten- 
tious Business  should  be  brought  on 
during  the  rest  of  the  Seseioo.  Ab  he 
understood  it,  a  compromise  had  been 
offered — that  the  sites  should  be  sold 
"  for  a  fait  market  price,  to  be  settled 
by  agreement  or  arbitration,"  or  words 
to  that  effect.  If  the  right  hon.  Qea- 
tleman  the  Home  Secretary  would  put 
these  words  at  the  end  of  tbe  clause, 
leaving  out  all  the  words  after  the  word 
"  Works,"  iu  line  37,  so  that  the  clause 
would  read — 

"  To  sell  sad  ooovev  thoss  rMpectiva  titsi  or 
au7  part  or  parti  thereof  to  tlis  Metropolitan 
It^wTd  of  Worka  at  a  prica  to  ba  fixed  hy 
agraemeat  or  arbitration," 
he  could  then  frame  a  separate  clause 
describing  the  Truston  which  the  Board 
of  Works  would  hold  the  sites,  and 
that,  no  doubt,  would  be  accepted  as  a 
fair  termination  of  tbe  dispute.  In  this 
way  the  question  of  the  sale  of  the  land 
would  be  separated  from  the  purpose  to 
which  it  waa  to  be  applied.  The  ques- 
tion of  fair  market  price  would  be  left 
untrammeUed,  and  the  sites  could  be 
allocated  to  the  purpose  intended  by  the 
noble  Proposer  of  the  clause  [tbe  Mar- 

Siess  of  Salisbury) — that  was  to  say,  to 
e  setting  up  on  them  of  some  form  of 
working  meus  dwellings.  He  (Mr.  Hop- 
wood)  could  very  well  understand  that 
the  right  hon.  Qentleman  the  Home  Se- 
cretary felt  bound  to  defend  the  clause. 
There  was  no  doubt  it  had  been  a  mat- 
ter of  warm  contention  between  the 
Prime  Minister  and  Lord  Bramwell  in 
"another  place,"  and  it  was  very  ita- 
tural  that  the  Home  Secretary  should 
feel  that  in  loyalty  to  his  Chief  he  was 
bound  to  stand  by  the  Bill ;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  he  (Mr.  Hopwood)  felt  oop-- 


3  U 


glc 
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Tinced  that  if  the  right  faon.  Qentle- 
man's  Chief  were  here,  and  had  heard 
this  dtBoussion,  he  would  at  once  relieve 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  of  any  sup- 
poBed  obligation,  and  allow  them  to  go 
on  with  the  Bill,  treating  this  as  con* 
tentious  Business,  and  expnuging  it 
from  the  Bill,  or  adopting  me  su^es* 
tion  which  he  QUr.  Hopwood)  bad  just 
made. 

Thr  CHANOELLOE  ofthb  exche- 
quer :  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man (Mr.  Hopwood)  has  made  a  direct 
appeal  to  me,  and,  of  coarse,  I  am  very 
glad  to  answer  the  qnestion  he  has 
asked.  He  has  asked  me  whether  or 
not  in  my  opinion  this  is  oonten- 
tious  matter?  If  the  epithet  of  oon> 
tentiouB  could  be  properly  applied  to 
ordinary  matter  of  debate,  on  whioh 
the  House  is  not  seriously  divided,  al- 
though some  hon.  Qentlemen  may  not 
hold  the  views  of  the  great  majority, 
then,  I  admit,  all  our  prooeedings  of  the 
last  three  weeks  ought  not  to  have  taken 
place ;  but  if,  on  toe  other  hand,  con- 
tentions Business  means  matter  oq 
whioh  the  House  is  fairly  divided,  and 
whioh  a  large  section  of  the  House  is 
unwilling  to  consider,  there  is  nothing 
to  prevent  our  proceeding  further  with 
the  clause.  I  would  remind  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  that  the  discus- 
sion on  this  subject  has  really  governed 
to  a  great  extent  the  debate  on  this 
Bill,  and  that  we  have  already  had  a 
division  whioh  has  shown  us  that  there 
are  nearly  60  Members  on  one  side, 
and  only  six  on  the  other.  I  do 
not  think  that  under  these  oircam- 
■tanoes  we  have  had  sufficient  proof 
that  there  is  any  real  contention  in  the 
House  in  regard  to  that  which  is  the 
subject  of  the  debate.  What  I  would 
suggest  is  this — that  hon.  Members  who 
feel  etroiigly  on  this  matter  cannot  do 
better  than  put  their  opinions  to  the 
test  of  a  division  as  soon  as  may  be,  in 
order  that  we  may  see  what  is  the  view 
of  the  Committee.  My  right  hon.  Friend 
has  made  a  proposal  to  amend  the  clause 
which,  as  I  understand,  has  been  ao- 
oepted  as  a  reasonable  settlement  by 
more  than  one  of  those  who,  in  previous 
disouBsions,  spoke  very  strongly  against 
the  clause  itself.  If  that  is  so,  it  certainly 
seems  that  the  real  opposition  to  the 
otause  is  very  muoh  less  than  was  sug- 
gested by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Stockport  (Mr. 
Mr.  ffopiroo4 


Hopwood).  lo  any  case,  let  us  try 
what  it  is.  Her  Majesty's  GoTemment 
would  not  care  to  press  this  daose  on 
what  may  fairly  be  described  as  an  un- 
willing House  ;  hut,  on  the  other  hand, 
if  a  great  majority  are  in  favour  of 
passing  it,  I  cannot  see  anything  to  pre- 
vent its  adoption. 

Mb.  3.  B.  HOLTX)ND  said,  be  was 
not  insensible  of  the  effort  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary 
bad  made  to  meet  hon.  Memhere  in  this 
matter;  hut  he  thought  it  must  be  clear 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  from  what 
had  taken  place  that  that  effort  had  not 
been  entirely  successful.  There  were 
a  number  of  Members  on  that  (the  Op- 
position) side  of  the  House  who  held 
such  strong  objection  to  the  clause  that 
he  did  not  think  he  should  be  justified 
in  withdrawing  it. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  dtvidod : — Ayea  69 ; 
Noes  20:  Majority  49.— (Div.  List, 
Ko.  283.) 

The  SECRETAET  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AsBHEToir  Gnoss)  said,  be  had  a 
small  Amendment  to  move,  in  lino  32, 
to  add,  after  the  word  "  Treasury,"  the 
words  "and  subject  to  such  conditions 
as  they  may  think  reasonable." 

Amendment  proposed, 

Inpags4,liiie  33, after  the  woid "  Tnasory," 
to  iiuart  thu  words  "  and  labject  to  inch  eon- 
ditioni  aa  tb«r  may  thiiik  reuaiiable." — (Sir 
S.  Aiihiton  Vnat.) 

Amendment  agreod  lo. 

Mr.  BB.TCE  said,  be  wished  to  move 
to  omit  from  lines  34  and  36  the  words 
"if  the  Justices  think  fit  so  to  do." 
He  made  this  proposal  for  the  reason 
that  the  Treasury  in  these  mattere  would, 
of  course,  be  the  Executive  Government. 
If  the  Executive  Government  should 
"  think  fit  so  to  do,"  the  Treasury  would 
"  think  fit  so  to  do ;  "  and  the  Committee 
was,  therefore,  giving  directions  to  the 
Government  what  was  to  be  done.  Well, 
the  Government  was  amenable  to  Par- 
liament, but  the  Justices  of  the  county 
of  Middlesex  were  not.  He  did  not 
see  why,  if  they  took  this  step,  they 
should  leave  the  veto  in  the  hands  <^ 
the  Justices.  If  the  Act  was  to  be  oom- 
plied  with  by  the  Treasury,  he  thought 
it  should  also  be  complied  with  by  the 
Justices  of  Middlesex,  so  that  the  will 
of  Parliament  should  be  carried  out. 
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Amendment  proposed,  in  page  4,  line 
37,  to  leave  out  the  woi^  "  at,'  and  in- 
sert the  words  proposed. — {SirR.Aitht- 
ton  Crou.) 

Queetion  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'fit'  staodpartof  the  Clause." 


-(ifr 


It  should  not  be  left  to  those  irrespon- 
sible persons  to  sa;  whether  tiie  Act 
ahould  be  carried  out  or  not. 

Ametldment  proposed,  in  page  4,  lines 
34  sod  33,  leave  out  the  wordi  '  "* 
the  Justices  think  fit  so  to  do. 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  ont  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

The  SECEETAUT  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  Abseetoit  Cboss)  said,  he  could  not 
oonsent  to  the  omission  of  those  wcrdi , 
because  only  in  1877  Parliament  had 
given  the  Justices  a  direct  Parliamen- 
tary title  to  deal  with  those  prisons. 

Ms.  BBYCE  said,  he  oould  not  see 
any  reason  for  refusing  the  Amendment . 
but,  of  course,  if  there  was  a  strong 
feeling  in  the  Committee  against  it,  he 
would  not  press  it. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  wiihiramt. 

Mr.  CHEETHAM  said,  he  had  pro- 
posed to  move,  in  line  3d,  after  "  convey,' 
to  insert  "  at  a  fair  market  price."  So 
much  had  heen  said  on  that  subject 
that  he  would  not  enter  further  on  the 
question ;  and  if  he  understood  rightly 
the  offer  of  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
(Sir  B.  Assheton  Gross),  be  proposed  to 
include  in  the  clause  words  to  Uie  same 
effect  ? 

The  SEOBETARY  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AasHETow  Ckosb)  :  Tea ;  I  would 
move  the  Amendment  I  have  put  upon 
the  Paper,  with  the  addition  of  the 
words  "as  approved  hy  the  Secretary 
of  State,"  after  "Metropolis,"  in  the 
last  lios,  so  that  the  Amendment  will 
read — 

"  For  the  pnipon  of  ths  ereotion  thsreon  bj 
the  Boird  or  other  partiea,  for  the  use  of  the 
working  cUuei.  tiuildinga  disposed  ia  etre«ti, 
■quikrea,  or  otherwise,  with  or  without  opeo 
■psces,  with  power  for  sach  Board,  aa  to  all  or 
taj  part  of  such  sites,  to  laaae  the  Bama  to 
other  pereons,  to  be  used  (or  the  purposes  afore- 
Mid,  or  to  exchange  the  same  for  other  land  to 
be  applied  for  like  purposes,  or  to  conrert  by 
■ale  the  same  into  mono}',  to  bo  invested  in  land 
to  be  applied  far  like  purposee,  eo  that  the  land 
taken  by  eiohange  or  sale  be  situate  within  the 
Uatropolia  aa  approved  hy  the  Secretory  of  State. 
The  price  for  sacb  sites  shall  be," 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVBE  :  Does  the 
right  hon.  Qentleman  propose  to  add 
tile  words  "fair  market  price  7  " 

The  8ECEETARY  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AsaHEToiT  Csoas] :  Yea;  at  the  end. 


Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVBE:  The 
words — 

"  Or  to  exchange  the  same  for  other  land  to 
be  applied  for  like  purposes,  or  to  convert  by 
sale  the  same  into  mone}-,  to  be  invested  in 
land  to  be  applied  for  like  purposes,  so  that  the 
land  taken  by  exchange  or  sale  be  situate  within 
ths  Metropolis  aa  approved  by  the  Secretary  of 
SUte," 

are  surely  unnecessary.  If  a  fur  market 
value  is  to  be  taken,  I  do  not  see  what 
object  there  can  be  in  giving  the  Metro- 
politan Board  this  power  of  exchange 
or  of  converting  into  money. 

8iB  SYDNEY  WATEllLOVF  said, 
he  wished  to  propose  an  Amendment  to 
the  Amendment. 

The  CHAIBMAN:  Does  the  hon. 
Member  wish  to  add  words? 

SiE  SYDNEY  WATEBLOW:  I  wish 
to  propose  an  Amendment. 

The  CHAIBMAN:  But  does  the 
hon.  Member  propose  to  add  to  the  ori- 
ginal Amendment  ?  If  he  does,  we 
must  get  the  words  of  the  original 
Amendment  in  the  Bill  first. 

SiK  SYDNEY  WATEBLOW  said,  he 
wished  to  propose  an  alteration  to  the 
first  part  of  the  Amendment,  so  that  it 
would  read  "for  the  purpose  of  the 
erection  thereon  by  the  Board  by  puhlia 
Dompetition."  He  had  already  fully  ex- 
plained his  reasons  for  urgiiig  the  ac- 
ceptance of  these  words.  He  was  sur- 
giaed  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  the 
ome  Secretary  had  'not  said  one  word 
as  to  the  statement  he  (Sir  Sydney 
Waterlow)  had  made  about  the  Board 
by  agreement  letting  large  plots  of 
land  in  the  Metropolis  at  a  price  that 
had  been  distinctly,  on  the  highest  au- 
thority, stated  to  be  far  below  what  it 
would  fetch  if  put  up  to  public  compe- 
titon.  He  wished  to  avoid  that  in  the 
case  of  these  prison  sites.  When  the 
price  was  fixed  by  public  competition 
no  one  could  find  fault. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  said  pro- 
posed Amendment,  after  the  word 
"  Board,"  to  insert  the  words  "  by 
public  competition."  —  (Sir  8gdn»j/ 
Wattrlow.) 

3  M  3  rKiz=,i.yC00gle 
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Queetion  propoaedj 
be  there  ioBerted." 

Mr.  FIBTH  said,  he  should  like  to  ^ut 
a  question  to  the  Home  Secretary  with 
regard  to  hie  proposal  that  the  price 
should  be  the  fair  market  value. 

The  chairman  :  We  are  now  <5n 
another  Amendment. 

Ms.  BRYCE  said,  he  wished  to  call 
attention  to  a  point  which  arose  under 
an  earlier  portion  of  the  Amendment. 
The  AmendmeDt  contained  the  words 
"  with  or  without  open  spaces." 

Mr.  WAETON  :  That  will  come  later 
on. 

The  CHAIBMAN  :  The  Amendment 
before  the  Oommittee  is  to  insert,  after 
the  word  "  Board,"  the  words  "by  publio 
competition." 

Mr.  BRYOE  said,  he  hoped  the  9o- 
Temment  would  not  accept  this  Amend- 
ment, or  that  the  hon.  Baronet  would 
withdraw  It.  It  would  tend  to  narrow 
the  purposes  to  which  the  land  could  be 
put.  They  must  consider  the  interests 
of  the  working  classes  for  whose  benefit 
this  land  was  to  bo  acquired. 

Sir  CHARLES  W.  DILKE  did  not 
think  this  Amendment,  even  if  agreed 
to,  could  hare  much  effect  owing  to  the 
words  which  went  before.  The  Board 
could  take  Uis  land  forother  purposes  if 
they  pleased. 

Question  put,  and  lugativtd. 

Mk.  TOMLINSON  said,  he  desired  to 
more  to  omit  from  the  second  line  of  the 
Amendment  the  words  "  for  the  use  of," 
in  order  to  insert  the  words  "suitable 
for."  He  moved  the  Amendment,  be- 
cause he  feared  that  the  retention  of  the 
words  "for  the  use  of"  might  lead  to 
trouble. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  amend  the 
said  proposed  Amendment,  in  line  2,  by 
leaving  out  the  words  "  for  the  use  of," 
in  order  to  insert  the  words  "snitable 
for."— (Jfr.  Tomlinion.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  port  of  the 
proposed  Amendment." 

The  SECEETABT  of  STATE  (Si 
B.  AssHBToir  CbossJ  said,  it  was  evident 
the  hen.  Member  hsid  not  read  the  Report 
of  the  Oommittee. 

Mb.  TUMIINSON  did  not  see  what 
that  had  to  do  with  bis  point  at  all.  His 
point  was  that  these  wordn  would 


stitute  a  trust  with  the  precise  letter  of 
which  it  might  not  always  be  pos- 
sible to  comply.  The  words  "suitable 
for  "  might  obviate  a  great  deal  of  diffi- 

Question  put,  and  agrttd  to. 

Ma.  BBYCB  said,  that  if  the  right 
hon.  Qentleman  the  Heme  BeoreUuy  was 
satisfied  with  the  words  of  the  clause  as 
they  now  stood,  he  (Mr.  Bryoe)  would 
not  trouble  the  Committee  with  an 
Amendment ;  but  he  certainly  thought 
that  the  words  "  with  open  spscee  to  a 
suitable  extent"  would  be  better  than 
"  with  or  without  open  spaces." 

The  8E0RETAEY  an  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AssHETON  Cross)  :  I  am  satisfied  with 
the  words  as  they  are. 

Mr.  BBTCE  :  They  are  not  sufficient. 
We  should  make  ample  provision  for  the 
keeping  of  open  spaces. 

The  SECRETABY  of  STATE  (Sir 
E.  AssHBTOM-  Cbosb)  :  I  would  propose 
to  leave  ont  the  words  "  or  without,"  in 
order  to  insert  the  word  "  suitable." 

Me.  BBYOE  :  Agreed. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  said  pro- 
posed Amendment,  in  line  3,  to  omit  the 
words  "or  without,"  in  order  to  insert 
the  word  "suitable." — {Sir  R.  Anhttoit 
CroK.) 

Amendmaat  agrttd  to. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  said,  he  wished  to 
move  something  before  that,  in  line  4, 
after  the  word  "Board,"  to  insert  the 
words  '.'or  other  parties." 

Amendment  n^atwtd. 

Mr.  BTATELEY  HILL  said,  that  in 
line  7  of  the  Amendment  there  was  an 
extraordiaary  statement,  which  showed 
that  the  Queen's  English  was  not  always 
plain  English.  The  Amendment  said, 
"or  to  convert  by  sale  the  same  into 
money."  He  proposed  to  leave  oat  the 
words  "by  sale." 

Amendment  agrttd  to. 

The  SECBETAItY  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AssHETON  Cross]  said,  that  in  order 
to  make  the  clause  clear,  he  should  more, 
after  "Metropolis,"  to  add  the  words 
"  having  regard  to  the  object  for  which 
they  have  to  be  used." 

Mr.  FIBTH  wished  to  know  whether 
the  "  fmr  market  value  "  would  be  re- 
stricted to  the  puiohase  of  sites  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  labourers'  dwellings, 
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at  whother  it  was  to  be  a  fair  market 
vslue  for  aiij  purpose? 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLmas  took  it  that 
there  was  no  doubt  as  to  the  purpose. 

Mb.  HORACE  DAVET  said,  this 
illustrated  the  obaeTratioD  which  he 
Tentared  to  make  some  time  ago.  He 
had  the  greatest  doubt  in  his  mind  aa  to 
what  it  meant;  but  he  had  Dot  the 
sliffhteat  doubt  that  the  Courts  would 
hold  that  it  meant  the  market  value  irre- 
Bpectire  of  the  purpose. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AssHBTON  Ckoss)  :  Strike  out  the 
words  altogether. 

Ur.  BRYCE  said,  he  did  not  move 
hie  Amendment  in  consequence  of  the 
Amendment  which  had  been  carried. 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  said,  he  did 
not  understand.  Had  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  struck  out  these  words  or 
not? 

The  SEORETABY  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AssnETON  Crobb)  said,  yes ;  he  had 
ftmck  them  out. 

Mr.  BBTCE  rose  to  Order.  The 
Chairman  had  called  upon  him  to  move 
his  Amendment,  and  he  enpposed  that 
this  matter  was  past  and  gone. 

Ur.  FIBTH  begged  to  move  the 
words. 

The  secretary  op  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AssHZTON  Cross)  eaid,  he  would  be 
^ad  to  put  bock  the  words. 

Mr.  BRYCE  asked,  as  a  point  of 
0  der,  whether  the  Chairman  had  not 
oalled  upon  him  for  his  subseqaent 
Amendment,  and  he  (Mr.  Br;ce)  said 
honhould  not  move  it?  He  begged  to 
ask  also,  if  that  were  bo,  whether  it  was 
not  conclusive  that  Uie  point  was 
passed? 

Thb  chairman  said,  he  did  not 
think  the  Bule  applied  in  this  case. 
There  was  some  confusion  at  that  point, 
and  he  thought  the  words  might  be  put 
back. 

Mb.  STAVELEY  HILL :  May  I  ask 
where  we  are  ? 

Thb  chairman  :  If  is  proposed  to 
amend  the  Amendment— after  the  word 
"Metropolis,"  to  insert  the  words  "hav- 
ing regard  to  the  object  for  which  they 
have  to  be  used." 

Mb.  ALBERT  OBEY,  on  the  point 
of  Order,  desired  to  know  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary 
had  not  risen  in  hie  place  to  move  an 
Amendment  in  line  43,  clearly  showing 
that  this  point  had  been  settled  ? 


Mk.  JESSE  C0LLING9.  on  thepoint 
of  Order,  Eaid,  he  had  risen  to  put  an* 
other  point  before  line  43  ;  but  he  was 
told  that  they  had  not  come  to  that,  and, 
therefore,  he  had  not  put  it.  These  words 
bad  been  put  in  to  make  the  clause 
clear,  and,  therefore,  he  trusted  that  his 
hon.  Friend  would  not  endeavour  by  a 
side  wind  to  interfere  with  it. 

Mb.  PICTON  wished  to  make  an  ap- 
peal to  the  Home  Secretary.  Hethought 
that  they  were  all  agreed  that  there  was 
a  strong  feeling  as  to  this  clause,  and  as 
to  the  evil  principle  involved  in  selling 
land  at  its  market  value.  At  all  events, 
what  they  understood  that  the  right 
hon.  Oentteman  had  conceded  was  that 
the  land  was  not  to  be  sold  below  its 
value.  Now,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  moved  the  addition  of  words  which 
made  it  entirely  different  from  what  was 
understood,  and  which  would  have  the 
effect  of  reducing  the  value  of  the  land. 
It  was  a  complete  abandonment  of  the 
concession  made,  and  he  did  ask  that 
the  clause  should  be  restored  to  its  ori- 
ginal shape. 

Ths  SECEETAEY  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AsssETON  Cboss)  remarked,  that  he 
had  offered  a  compromise  which  was 
first  accepted  and  then  rejected,  and,  on 
a  division,  those  who  refused  it  were 
beaten.  The  words  he  now  proposed  to 
add  would  onlymake  clear  the  principle 
he  had  held  all  through — that  it  was  to 
be  a  fair  market  price  foi  land  for  the 
eroction  of  labourers'  dwellings. 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVEB  reminded 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  at  the 
time  he  seemed  to  think  it  was  a  very 
important  Amendment  he  was  making ; 
but  with  the  words  which  he  was  now 
adding  it  waa  really  no  concession  at 
aU. 

Question,  "That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  t§. 

On  the  Uotion  of  the  Seoretart  of 
State  (Sir  B.  Assheton  Gross),  the  fol- 
lowing Amendment  made  :  —  Page  4, 
line  43,  after  "  respectively,"  insert — 

"  And  that  the  sale  may  be  ntide  on  cooditioD 
of  theceiaer  or  traiufet  of  ftny  liabilit?!!!  re^Mt 
of  tha  maiDteDaDCS  of  anj-  load  or  Mnbuik- 

Mb.  CHEETHAM,  on  behalf  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Oldham  (Mr.  Lyulpb 
Stanley),  begged  to  move  the  Amend- 
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ment  standing  in  hio  bon.  Friond'n 
nams,  which  was  as  follows: — Pago  3, 
line  43,  at  end,  add — 

"  Provided  also,  That,  in  fbe  event  of  the 
above  iilea  or  say  part  of  them  beiag  applied 
to  the  purpoiea  of  the  Labouring  Claase*' 
LodgiDg  Qouaea  Act,  such  portioos  ob,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Education  Department,  may  be 
neceeiaiy  for  the  purpose  of  erectini;  Bchoola 
for  the  population  so  brouitht  on  to  the  above 
■itei  ihall  be  Teserved  for  the  School  Board  for 
Loudon,  and  the  said  tjchool  Boud  thall  be 
empowered  to  buy  such  portions  from  the  Com- 
mieaion^rs  of  Her  Klejesty'i  Treainty  at  a  price 
not  exceeding  their  fair  market  value." 

Questioa propoaed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

Mr.  T0KLIN80N,  as  an  Amend- 
ment to  the  Amendment,  wished  to 
introduce,  after  the  word  "London," 
th«  words  "or  any  publio  elementary 
aohool." 

Question  put,  "That  those  words  be 
there  inserted." 

The  Oommittee  divtM:  —  Ayes  66; 
Noes  32:  Majority  34.  — (Div.  List, 
No.  884.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words, 
BB  amended,  be  added  to  the  Clause." 

Mk.  JESSE  COLLINGS  begged  leave 
to  move  that  the  Chairman  report  Pro- 
n^SB,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  egain.  The 
OoTernment,  under  the  guise  of  a  Bill 
for  Housing  the  Poor,  had  supported  a 
proposal  which  would  virtually  have  the 
effect  of  subsidizing  denominational 
eohoola. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — {Mr.  JtM* 
Collingi.) 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AssHETON  Caoee)  said,  the  hon. 
Member  would  see  that  was  not  so.  If 
he  had  thought  about  the  schools  at  all, 
be  should  have  objected  to  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  Oldham 
(Mr.  Lyulph  Stanley).  Having  put  in 
the  School  Board  of  ^London,  be  saw  no 
reason  why  they  should  not  put  in  the 
other  public  schools.  The  site  for  eucb 
a  school  would  not  be  in  any  sense  a 
gift,  because  the  Isnd  would  have  to  be 
purehaaed  at  the  fair  market  value,  and 
he  saw  no  reason  for  making  any  dif- 
ference. 

Mb.  JESSE  OOLLINOS  said,  he 
quite  understood  operating  for  the 
Mr.  Chatham 


benefit  of  the  ratepayers,  or  of  a  body 
supported  by  the  rates ;  but  it  was  quite 
another  matter  to  assist  private  institu- 

Mr.  ONSLOW :  I  rise  to  Order.  The 
Question  before  the  Committee  is  that 
you,  Sir,  do  report  Progress,  and  ask 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  s^d,  he  dis- 
liked the  Amendment  very  muob ;  but 
he  would  not  advise  tlie  hon.  Member 
(Mr.  Jesse  Collings)  to  persist  ia  bis 
Motion  for  reporting  Progress. 

ME.BEOADHURST  said,  bethought 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Ipswich  had  moved  to  report  Progress 
on  the  ground  that  the  London  School 
Board  was  a  Public  Body,  but  that  the 
other  schools  who  would  be  admitted  to 
the  advantages  of  the  clause  were  not. 
[  Vrie»  of  "  Question  ! "  and  "  Order  ! "] 

Thb  CHAIRMAN :  I  must  oaU  the 
attention  of  the  hon.  Member  to  the 
fact  that  the  Question  before  the  Com- 
mittee is  that  I  do  report  Progress,  sod 
ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  BROADHUEST  :  I  am  aware  of 
that  fact.  Sir ;  but  I  understand  it  is 
always  in  Order  to  give  reasons  why  we 
should  report  Progress.  Of  course,  if 
you  rule  that  no  reasons  are  be  given, 
I  will  sit  down. 

The  CHAIRMAN :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber must  not  disouas  the  merits  or  de- 
merits of  any  previous  proposal. 

Mr.  BROADHUEST  said,  be  would 
not  do  so.  The  reason  for  moving  to 
report  Progress  was  that  the  Bill  had 
entirely  changed  its  character  by  the 
Amendment  which  had  just  been  sup- 
ported by  the  Government.  Though 
the  Qovernmeut  Tellers  bad  not  aoted  in 
the  division,  yet  nearly  every  Member 
of  the  Government  had  supported  the 
Amendment,  and  the  Bill  had  entirety 
changed  its  character  and  no  longer  had 
any  claim  to  the  title  which  had  been 
given  it.  He  thought  the  hon.  Gen- 
tieuian  th<i  Member  for  Ipswich  should 
divide  the  Committee. 

Sir  CHARLES  AV.  DILKE  said,  he 
would  make  an  appeal  to  the  hon.  Gen- 
tbmaa  not  to  divide.  He  had  found 
that  the  words  of  the  Amendment  would 
not  make  sense,  and  on  that  ground 
more  than  on  any  other  he  opposed  the 
proposal.  If  hon.  Gentlemen  wouldcome 
up  to  the  Table  and  look  at  the  words 
of  the  Amendment  they  would  see  that 
they  would  not  read.    They  would  give 
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power  to  the  London  School  Board  to 
take  land  for  denominational  aohooh,  so 
far  as  he  oonld  see — a  thing  which  the 
Iiondon  School  Board  could  not  do. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  iividtd  .—Ayes  22 ; 
Noes  82:  Majority  60.— (Div.  List, 
No.  285.) 

Sir  CHABLES  W.  DILKE  :  I  would 
sngj^t  that  the  difficulty  should  bo  met 
by  abandoning  the  whole  Amendment. 
These  words  would  be  mere  nonsense. 

The  8E0EETAET  of  STATK  (Sir 
B.  AssBETOK  Okobb)  :  I  agree.  Nothing 
is  further  from  my  intention  than  to  in- 
troduce any  religious  elenient  in  this 
Bill,  or  to  raise  a  question  as  between 
the  school  board  and  roluntary  schools. 
I  would  propose  to  leave  out  the  whole 
Amendment. 

Question,  "That  the  words,  as 
amended,  be  added  to  the  Clause,"  put, 
and  tugativtd. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  ClausB,  as  amended,  stand 
part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  ALBERT  OBEY  said,  he  wished 
to  propose  that  the  clause  be  struck  out  of 
theBill.  [;.<<{dii?A.l  Therighthon.  Gen- 
tleman (Sir  B.  Assheton  Cross)  laughed ; 
but  they  must  remember  that  they  had 
been  discussing  the  Bill  for  three  hours 
xmder  en  entire  misconception  as  to  what 
were  the  principles  of  the  Qovemment 
with  regard  to  it.  The  measure  raised 
some  importan  tprinciples,  and  the  House 
was  bound  not  to  pass  it  without  under- 
standing what  it  meant.  Unless  the 
GoTemment  withdrew  the  whole  clause, 
as  they  had  withdrawn  the  Amendment 
dealing  with  school  boards  and  denomi- 
national schools,  the  effect  of  the  pro- 
vision there  was  no  doubt  would  be  to 


small  section  of  the  community.  There 
was  no  doubt  about  that  whatsoerer. 
What  loss  the  State  would  sustain  was 
uncertain,  but  it  had  been  estimated  at 
a  large  sum — amounting  to  £400,000  or 
£300,000.  Now  he,  as  the  Bepresenta- 
tiveoftbeelectorsof  a  large  constituency 
in  theNorthof  England,  objected  to  the 
loss  that  they  as  members  of  the  State 
would  sustain  in  consenting  to  the  State 
parting  with  their  property  at  a  sum  so 
much  below  its  real  value.    There  was 


one  argument  which  he  would  especially 
present  to  the  attention  of  hon.  Gentle- 
menopposite.  TheefFootofthisBill waste 
give  Parliamentary  sanction  to  the  giving 
away  of  the  unearned  increment  in  the 
case  of  State  property  to  a  small  section 
ofthecommunity.  ["Oh,  oh!"]  An  hon. 
Friend  below  grumbled  at  the  phrase, 
"small  section  of  the  community ;  "  but 
the  clause  would  not  affect  the  whole  of 
the  people  of  England.  They  were  going 
to  sell  the  prison  at  Millbank  at  a  sum 
below  its  value.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  President  of  the  Local  Oo- 
remment  Board  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfonr) 
yesterday  afternoon  made  use  of  the 
argument  that  the  people  of  Loudon 
had  suffered  injury  through  losses  sus- 
tained under  various  Act  of  Parliament. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  referred 
to  the  Acts  which  had  legalized  the 
construction  of  the  Midland  Bailway 
Terminus  and  a  similar  group  of  works. 
But,  after  all,  what  argument  was  that? 
Because  the  people  of  St.  Fancras  had 


get  housing  below  its  market  value! 
Such  an  argument  as  that  would  not 
hold  water.  If  a  certain  section  of  the 
eommunity  were  entitled  to  receive  un- 
eanied  increment  because  the  Govern- 
ment could  put  its  finger  upon  certain 
Acts  of  Pathament  which  had  done  in- 
jury to  the  peopleof  London  where  were 
they  to  stop  7  It  would  be  jost  as  good 
an  argument  to  say  that  because  a  cer- 
tain number  of  pnople  in  the  country  bad 
lat^ely  suffered  owing  to  the  policy  of 
Protection  being  done  away  with  40 
years  ago,  therefore  unearned  incre- 
ment attaching  to  the  State  property 
should  go  to  them.  It  would  not  be  a 
difficult  thing  to  prove  that  most  people 
had  suffered  in  consequence  of  most 
Acts  of  Parliament ;  but  thefactof  their 
having  so  suffeAd  was  no  reason  why 
Parliament  should  now  come  forward 
and  make  them  a  present  of  property 
which  belonged  to  the  whole  Slate.  The 
principle  on  which  he  based  his  objec- 
tion to  the  clause  was  that  it  was  prac- 
tically by  Act  of  Parliament  giving  over 
the  unearned  increment  to  a  portion  of 
the  community.  The  right  bon^  Gen- 
tleman the  President  of  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  said  that  that  was  not 
the  case ;  but  he  was  a  Member  of  great 
dialectical  subtlety — he  could  oavu  oa 
the  ninth  part  of  a  hair  with  great  in- 
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genuitjr,  but  the  electorate  had  not 
the  same  ingeauity  as  tfad  right  hon. 
QeotlomaD.  All  they  could  see  was  that 
b;  this  Bill,  brought  in  by  the  Marquese 
of  Salisbury,  and  iutroduced  iato  this 
House  by  a  Conservative  Government, 
the  unearned  increment  was  taken  and 
devoted  to  a  certain  portion  of  the  com- 
munity beoauea  it  was  contended  that 
that  increment  had  resulted  from  that 
communi^.  That  was  a  principle  that 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Ipswich 
(Ht.  Jesse  CoUings)  intended  to  push. 
The  hon.  Member  was,  he  believed, 
about  to  agitate  the  conntry  on  that 
prinoiple,  and  to  point  to  the  example 
oj  the  Marquess  of  Salisbury  and  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  say — "What  the 
Marquess  of  Salisbury  declares  is  tight, 
ve  also  declare  is  right,  and  we  ask  you 
to  push  the  principlo  a  little  further." 
"Whether  hon.  Members  liked  it  or  not, 
they  would  have  to  face  an  agitation  on 
that  principle  if  they  passed  this  Bill — 
they  would  have  an  Act  of  Parliament 
at  which  the  finger  of  the  agitator — it 
might  be  an  ignorant  agitator — would 
be  pointed,  and  pointed  with  effect. 
Those  agitators  would  point  to  this  Act 
of  Parliament,  and  would  call  upon  the 
electors  to  support  similar  proposals.  If 
the  Oommittee  wished  to  prevent  that 
agitation  the  best  thing  it  could  do 
would  be  to  drop  this  clause  out  of  the 
Bill  altogether.  If  the  Qovernment  did 
that,  be  was  sure  that  the  effect  would 
be  to  sustain  and  speed  the  passage  of 
the  Bill  through  the  House. 

Me.  STAVELEY  HILL  sajd,  he  had 
much  pleasure  in  seconding  the  proposal 
of  the  aon,  Member  for  South  Northum- 
berland (Mr.  A.  Qrey)  to  strike  this 
clause  out  of  the  Bill,  and  he  did  so 
especially  on  the  £rst  ground  that  the 
hon.Membethadputfonvard.  Theques. 
tion  seemed  to  stand  thus.  Take  Fen- 
tonville  and  Coldbath  Fields ;  they  bad 
been  bought  with  the  money  of  the 
whole  country — of  Londoners,  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Northumberland,  of  Staf- 
fordshire, Warwickshire,  and  all  other 
parts  of  England — the  property  was  the 
property  of  the  whole  country.  What 
was  it  that  was  proposed  to  be  done 
with  it  ?  A  certain  course  of  things  had 
brought  into  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
land  upon  which  those  prisons  stood  a 
great  number  of  inhabitants.  Those  in- 
habitants hod  been  living  there,  bene- 
fiting the  whole  of  the  property  of  Lon- 
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don ;  therefore,  anything  done  fortbeir 
benefit  ought  to  be  paid  for  out  of  the 
rates  by  the  ratepayers  of  London. 
Those  people  had  increased  the  value 
of  the  property  of  these  very  ratepayers. 
The  persona  who  ought  to  support  Uiose 
poor  people  were  those  who  had  had 
their  property  increased  in  value  by 
those  poor  people  coming  amongst  them. 
What  was  it  the  Committee  were  going 
to  do?  Why,  they  were  going  to  take, 
by  this  clause,  the  property  of  the  people 
of  England,  and  dispose  of  it  for  the 
purpose  of  easing  the  rates  of  the  rate- 
payers of  London.  That  was  manifestly 
unfair  and  unjust.  As  to  the  other 
statements  of  the  hon.  Member,  he  (Ur. 
Staveley  Hill)  contended  that  on  every 
principle  of  justice  this  clause  had  so 
right  to  be  in  the  Bill.  They  bad  no 
right  to  take  the  property  of  the  people 
of  England  and  sell  it  for  the  purpose 
of  easing  the  rates  of  the  ratepayers  of 
London,  who  ought  to  pay  any  extra- 
ordinary  charge  for  the  maintenance  of 
those  people  who  had  enhanced  the 
value  of  their  property. 

Sir  CHARLES  W.  DILKE  said,  he 
had  already  alluded  to  this  clause  in 
what  he  had  said  with  regard  to  this 
Bill  yesterday  ;  but  it  mnst  be  remem- 
bered that  the  State  was  unable  to  make 
an  equitable  use  of  its  property.  ["No, 
no !  '^  Yes ;  unless  they  gave  statutory 
powers,  the  State  would  not  be  able  to 
make  an  equitable  use  of  this  property. 
Theywouldbeobliged  to  exact  the  utmost 
farthing.  Under  the  12th  clause  of  the 
Bill,  it  would  be  seen  that  they  were 
giving  private  owners  the  same  power 
which  it  was  proposed  by  this  clause  to 
give  to  the  State.  These  provisions 
said  that,  having  regard  to  the  circum- 
stances of  particular  localities — such  as 
the  crowded  parts  of  Finsbury,  the  like 
of  which  was  not  to  be  seen  anywhere 
else  in  the  United  Kingdom — the  State 
should  bo  able  to  do — so  said  the  3rd 
clause — what  they  were  enabling  private 
owners  to  do  by  other  parts  of  the  Bill. 
They  had  had  it  in  evidence  on  the  Com- 
miseioQ  that  the  Duke  of  Westminster 
was  altering  his  aettlemeats — that  in 
making  new  ones  he  had  put  into 
them  terms  similar  to  those  which  had 
been  introduced  into  Section  12  of 
this  Bill.  Unless  such  a  power  was 
given  to  the  State,  the  State  would  be 
unable  to  do  anything  of  the  kind,  and 
would  be  obliged  to  exact  the  utmost 
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fartbing  of  its  right.  That  was  a  case 
for  the  clause  whioh  had  not  yet  been 
made  in  this  diacnsBion. 

Mb.  8T0BBY  said,  tbe  right  hon. 
Gentleman  (Sir  Charles  W.  Dilke)  must 
have  been  very  bard  pnahadfor  an  argu- 
ment when  he  resorted  to  the  one  vhioh 
he  had  just  addressed  to  the  Committee. 
Under  the  12th  clause,  he  said,  they 
allowed  the  owners  of  settled  estates  to 
do  this  very  thing ;  but  the  owners  of 
settled  estates  only  dealt  with  their  own 
property.  They  did  not  deal  with  bis 
(Mr.  Storey's)  property ;  and  he  main- 
tained that  what  tbey  were  now  doing 
under  the  !ird  clause  was  to  take  public 
property — that  was,  his  property,  for 
one,  for  he  bad  an  interest  in  it  as  well 
as  the  rest  of  the  public — and  give  it  to 
tbo  people  of  London.  He  wished  the 
Committee  exactly  to  understand,  just 
onceforall,  what  bisTiewson  tbiematter 
were,  and  he  desired  to  state  them  now, 
BOthatit  might  not  be  necessary  for  him 
to  trouble  the  Committee  with  them 
again.  He  did  not  object  to  these  sites 
being  acquired  for  building  hooaes  for 
the  working  classes  of  the  coantry-~on 
the  contrary,  he  should  verf  much  de- 
sire that  these  sites  sboold  be  so  ap- 
plied—  and  he  did  not  object  to  the 
people  of  London  obtaining  the  benefit 
of  them,  if  tbey  were  purchased  through 
their  constituted  autborities  out  of  the 
rates.  If  the  Bill  authorized  the  State 
to  sell  to  the  Municipality  of  London, 
or  allowed  a  competition  in  which  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works,  as  repre- 
senting the  ratepayers  of  London,  might 
take  a  part  in  acquiring  these  sites  at 
a  fair  value,  he  should  not  have  objected 
to  its  being  allowed  to  do  so.  This  was 
a  matter  that  concerned  London,  and 
waa  one  for  the  ratepayers  of  London 
to  consider;  but  what  were  they  now 
proposing  to  do  ?  They  were  proposing 
to  take  the  property  which  belonged 
to  the  people  m  the  North  quite  as  much 
as  to  the  people  in  the  South,  and  to 
appropriate  it  for  the  erection  of  dwell- 
ings for  the  benefit  of  the  South.  He 
was  not  going  to  give  the  Government 
the  somewhat  Jesuitical  advice  that 
some  of  bis  Badical  Friends  bad  given, 
for  some  of  them  had  advised  the  Go- 
vernment to  proceed  in  this  course,  be- 
lieving it  to  be  the  hrst  step  on  a 
steep  and  slippery  declivity  down  which, 
when  they  had  once  commenced  the 
descent,  they  would  roll  very  quickly. 


He  wanted  to  desl  honestly  with  them, 
and  he  did  not  wish  them  to  take  that 
course,  for  he  wished  to  tell  them  that, 
if  they  did,  he  knew  very  well  what 
would  follow.  In  his  own  town  of  Sun- 
derland, they  were  as  badly  off  in  this  re- 
spect as  the  people  in  London.  They  had 
spent  £90,000  oat  of  their  own  pockets 
to  obtun  decent  dwellings  for  working 
men  and  artizana.  They  bad  no  pnblic 
property  in  Sunderland ;  hut  if  Parlia- 
ment took  the  property  of  the  State  and 
applied  it  to  the  benefit  of  the  people 
of  London,  depend  upon  it  they  would 
oome  with  trumpet-tongue  fraxa  Sun* 
derland  and  say — "  We  have  no  public 
property  in  the  North ;  you  have  public 
property  in  the  South,  by  means  of 
which  you  have  benefited  the  people  of 
the  South ;  devote  some  of  yourpablio 
property  to  our  benefit  also."  He  waa 
not  YBTj  much  surprised  to  see  some 
Members  of  the  Government  adopting 
that  course ;  but  he  saw  on  the  Front 
Bench  opporite  some  hon.  Members  who 
had  in  past  times  both  written  and 
spoken  much  more  sensible  and  reason- 
able things  on  this  subject  than  the 
Committee  was  hearing  &om  them  now. 
They  used  to  take  a  much  wiser  and 
more  Conservative  view  of  matters;  and 
ho  now  counselled  them  not  to  take  this 
step,  which  they  seemed  bent  upon  taking 
that  night,  because  it  was  not  merely 
Socialistic — that  be  could  forgive — but 
it  was  unjust;  and  they  bad  no  right 
to  apply  a  principle  of  injustice  in  deal- 
ing with  public  property. 

Mk.  AETHUR  AUNOLD  said,  the 
right  bon.  Gentleman  (Sir  Charles  W. 
Dilke)  had  used  an  argument  which  was 
not  quite  correct,  because  this  clause 
contained  a  provision  statjng  that  this 
property  might  be  bought  at  cost  price, 
ana  he  was  not  aware  of  any  settlement 
either  of  the  Duke  of  Westminster  or 
anyone  else  which  contained,  or  was 
likely  to  contain,  any  such  provision. 
The  clause  contained  at  the  end  the  fol- 
lowing Proviso ; — 

"  Fravided  that  the  prica  ah&ll  not  be  lera 
than  the  price  paid  for  the  bmd  when  it  was 
purchased  an  behalf  of  Hsr  AUjsstj  or  of  ths 
comity  of  Middlssez  nisptctiTely." 

That  meant  that  the  land  was  to  he  pur- 
chased at  cost  price.  Some  hon.  Mem- 
bers on  that  (the  Opposition)  aide  of  the 
House  were  inclined  to  think  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Secre- 
tary had  made  a  oompiomiae  that  even- 
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ing;  bat  lie  (Mr.  Arnold)  called  it  a 
deluaion.  It  was  no  conceaaion  what- 
ever, and  the  clause  would  contain  in  the 
Proviso  now  in  it  all  the  objectionable 
features  which  had  been  mentioned  on 
the  eecond  reading  and  on  the  Motion 
for  going  into  Committee.  He  wished 
to  Mill  the  attention  of  Her  Majesty's 
Qovemment  to  the  remarks  of  the 
Leader  of  the  House  (Sir  Michael  Hicks- 
Beach)  himself,  when  at  an  earlier  hour 
of  the  evening  he  had  defined  what  oon- 
tentiouB  matter  was.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  stated  that  if  the;  regarded 
as  contentious  matter  that  which  was 
subject  of  dpbate  none  of  their  proceed- 
ings of  the  past  three  months  would 
have  taken  ^aoe.  fiut  the  last  three 
months  were  not  is  question.  [The 
Ghancellob  of  the  Exgheoueb  :  Three 
weeks,  I  said.J  He  begged  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  pardon.  He  also  had 
been  alluding  to  a  question  of  weeks. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  proceeded 
to  define  contentious  matter  as  matter 
upon  which  theHouse  was fairlydivided. 
He  would  ask  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
vhether,  after  the  last  division  but  one, 
which  showed  that  the  opponents  of  the 
clause  numbered  more  than  half  its  sup- 
porters, he  did  not  r^ard  the  Committee 
as  fairly  divided  in  opinion  F  Without 
going  into  the  question  of  division  he 
(Mr.  Arnold)  would  call  the  attention  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  the  speeches 
which  had  been  made  in  regard  to  this 
clause  from  both  sides  of  the  House. 
From  that  side  of  the  House  the  majo- 
rity of  speeches — like  those  of  the  hon. 
Members  for  West  Sussex  (Sir  Walter 
B.  Barttelot),  South  Leicestershire  (Mr. 
PeU),  and  West  Staffordshire  (Mr. 
Staveley  Hill),  had  all  been  against  the 
clause  ;  whilst  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  with  the  exception  of  the  two 
Metropolitan  Members— the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Chelsea  (Sir 
Charles  W.  Dilke)  and  the  hon.  Alder- 
man the  Member  for  the  City  of  London 
(Mr.  Alderman  Lawrence) — all  the 
speeohea  had  been  against  the  clause,  ex- 
cept those  of  his  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Ipswich  (Mr.  Jesse  Collin n)  and 
the  hon.  Member  for  Stoke  (Mr.  Broad- 
hurst),  who  had  avowedly  supported  the 
clause  because  they  thought  that  in  the 
future  they  might  be  able  to  claim  the 
increment  of  value  not  only  upon  the 
property  of  the  State,  but  also  upon  the 
property  of  the  Marquess  of  Solisbary 
'Vr.  Arthur  Arnold 


in  London.  He  warned  his  hon.  Friends 
that  that  was  a  delusion.  It  was  like 
the  Amendment  which  oame  from  the 
Benches  opposite.  There  was  no  ques- 
tion whatever  that  the  principle  adopted 
in  this  clause  did  strengthen  the  conten- 
tion  of  bis  hon.  Friend  as  to  the  public 
having  a  right  to  share  in  the  increment 
of  value  but  the  error  his  hon.  Friend 
made  was  this.  They  supported  tho 
clause  because  thej  believed  that  through 
the  whole  increment  of  value  being 
given  to  the  population  of  London, 
therefore  in  the  case  of  private  owners 
they  could  equitably  claim  the  whole  of 
the  increment  of  value.  They  were  right 
in  the  contention  that  the  clause  did 
strengthen  their  expectation — it  did  con- 
firm the  public  right  to  a  share  in  the 
increment  of  value  in  the  Metropolis  and 
throughout  the  Kingdom.  Take  another 
case.  A  year  or  two  ago  Her  Majesty's 
Qovemment  proposed  to  Uiko  a  small 
strip  of  land  in  St.  James's  Park  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  on  it  the  new  War 
and  Admiralty  Oftices.  There  was  a 
ver?  strong  claim  indeed  on  the  part  of 
the  people  of  London  to  the  possession 
of  the  land.  The  last  penny,  however, 
was  demanded  by  the  Commissioners  of 
Woods  and  Forests  to  be  paid  down  for 
the  Tew  yards  of  ground  taken  from  the 
St.  James's  Park  for  the  site  of  that 
building.  From  the  point  of  view  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Woods  and  Forests, 
this  was  a  fair  transaction  ;  but,  in  his 
opinion,  it  was  one  which  it  was  impos- 
sible to  defend.  The  proceedings  of  the 
Committee  on  the  clause  now  under  dis- 
cussion surely  proved  that  Her  Majesty's 
Qovemment  had  not  observed  the  pledge 
they  had  given  the  House  not  to  proceed 
with  any  contentious  Business.  The 
opinion  of  the  Committee  was  certainly 
fairly  divided  upon  the  clause,  and  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  bad  said 
that  when  that  was  the  case  upon  any 
question,  after  the  Ooverament  had 
given  a  pledge  not  to  proceed  with  con- 
tentious matter,  that  question  oug^t  to 
he  allowed  to  drop.  If  the  Qovemment 
wore  well-advised  in  this  matter,  they 
would  certainly  not  proceed  further  with 
the  clause ;  for  unless  they  consented  to 
abandon  it  a  very  small  amount  of  con- 
fidence would  be  felt  in  their  promises 
upon  either  side  of  the  House  in  the 
future. 

Mr.   HOBACE  DAYEY  said,  that 
earlier  in  the  evening  he  had  expressed 
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the  etrong  objection  he  felt  to  the  clause, 
and  he  had  no  deeire  to  repeat  anything 
be  bad  already  Baid.  He  Triehed,  hov- 
ever,  to  express  his  astoniahnietit  at  the 
theor;  which  had  been  started  by  the 
Ghanoellor  of  the  Exchequer  as  to  the 
nature  and  oharaoter  of  contentious 
Business.  He  should  have  thought  that 
the  right  hon.  Oontleman  would  have 
been  eatiafied  by  that  time  that  the 
olauB«  evidently  amounted  to  cootentious 
Business.  The  right  hon.  Qentleman 
said — "  Let  us  have  a  division  to  test  it;" 
but  the  right  hon.  Qeutleman  forgot 
that  many  right  hon.  and  hon.  Members 
had  left  the  House  for  the  country  on 
the  faith  of  what  was  understood  to  be 
a  promise  by  the  Qovernment  that  no 
contentious  Business  would  be  taken. 
Had  not  the  statement  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Ezohequer  been  so  understood, 
he  felt  sure  that  many  hon.  Members 
who  took  an  interest  in  the  question 
would  have  made  arrangements  to  be 
present  during  the  discussion  upon  the 
olause.  H»  would  point  out  to  the  Go- 
Tomment  that  less  than  one- fifth  of  the 
Members  of  the  House  were  now  present. 
Of  course,  under  such  oircumstanoes,  at 
the  end  of  a  Session,  the  Government 
had  great  advantages,  because  it  had 
the  votes  of  the  Members  of  the  Qo- 
vernment itself,  as  well  as  those  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  supported  it,  on  this 
matter.  He  had  not  heard  any  obser- 
vations in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Salfoid  (Mr.  Arnold) 
and  other  hon.  Gentlemen  as  to  the 
etrong  opinions  which  were  entertained 
against  the  clause.  It  had  by  no  means 
been  shown  that  the  clause  would 
operate  for  the  benefit  of  the  working 
classes,  as  it  was  intended  to  do.  It 
proposed  to  give  power  to  the  Justices 
of  Middlesex  to  sell  land  to  the  Metro- 
politan Board  of  Works  at  a  reduced 
price,  and  the  Metropolitan  Board  would 
be  enabled  either  to  build  houses  them- 
selves or  to  grant  land  to  other  people 
for  that  purpose.  Suppose  they  built 
houses  themselves  —  and  he  should 
decidedly  object  to  their  doing  so — what 
on  earth  was  there  iu  the  clause  to  show 
what  rents  they  should  charge  for  them? 
The  Metropolitan  Board  was  left  abso- 
lutely free  to  charge  any  rent  they 
pleased,  so  that  thoy  would  be  able  to 
impose  competitive  or  rauk-renta  upon 
the  working  classes.  Suppose,  on  the 
other  hand,  they  granted  leases.    Such 


leases  would,  he  presumed,  be  granted 
to  builders  who  would  undertake  to 
build  houses  for  the  working  classes ; 
and  the  builders — although,  no  doubt, 
tbey  would  be  benevolent  persons — would 
not  be  actuated  in  the  matter  entirely 
by  philanthropic  motives.  They  would 
invest  their  money  In  the  houeei  they 
put  up  with  a  view  to  profit ;  and  what 
was  to  prevent  them  letting  the  honses, 
when  erected,  to  the  artizana  of  the 
Metropolis  at  any  rents  they  pleased  ? 
There  might  bo  something  in  the  clause 
which  would  prevent  them,  but  he  had 
certainly  not  been  able  to  discover  any 
provision  of  that  oharaoter.  Perhaps, 
if  such  a  safeguard  existed,  the  Home 
Secretary  would  tell  the  Committee 
where  to  find  it?  As  far  as  he  could 
discover,  there  was  really  nothing  in  the 
clause  which,  in  the  least  degree,  re- 
stricted the  Metropolitan  Board,  or  the 
builders,  from  letting  the  houses,  when 
they  were  erected,  at  competitive  rents. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  great 
boon  and  advantage  which  the  (uause 
proposed  to  confer  on  the  working 
classes  would  not  reach  their  hands,  or 
tend  to  reduce  the  rents  they  would  have 
to  pay ;  -but  would  operate  either  to  the 
benefit  of  the  ratepayers  of  the  Metro- 
polis, or,  if  the  Metropolitan  Board 
granted  leases,  as  wonid  probably  be 
the  case,  to  men  who  built  with  a  view 
of  making  a  profit,  it  would  result  in 
enabling  them  to  obtain  the  leases  at 
lower  rates,  and  to  charge  competitive 
rents  to  those  who  became  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  houses.  The  effect  would, 
therefore,  probably  be  that  the  builders, 
and  not  the  working  classes,  would  obtain 
the  benefits  which  were  sought  to  be 
conferred  upon  the  latter. 

Mb.  BU0HA:NAN  said,  that  although 
he  had  iu  the  division  which  had  already 
taken  place  voted  with  the  hon.  Mem- 
hers  who  had  initiated  Uie  disonsaion, 
be  had  not  yet  addressed  the  Committee, 
and  he  wished  now  to  state  why  be  was 
strongly  opposed  to  this  clause.  As  to 
the  questiou  of  what  was  and  what  was 
not  contentious  Business,  he  thought 
that  contentious  matter  might  be  re> 
garded  as  matter  which  involved  a  dis- 
puted principle ;  and  certainly  the  clause 
involved  a  principle  of  a  highly  con- 
tentious character.  The  question  of 
Principle  now  at  issue  was  whether 
'arliament  ought,  or  ought  not,  to  make 
a  large  grant  u  aid,  out  of  th«  publio 
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funds,  in  the  ratepayers  of  the  Metro- 
poltB.  It  waa  proposed  to  make  such  a 
grant  at  the  most  dangerous  moment 
that  could  have  been  selected — that  was 
to  say,  on  the  ere  of  a  General  Election 
which  would  involve  a  large  increase — 
in  tUn  representation  of  the  Uetropolia. 
Considering  that  there  were  some  60 
■eats  in  the  Metropolis,  under  the  Par- 
liamentary EiectioQa  (Bedistribution) 
Bill,  and  that  all  of  them  were  to  be 
contests,  it  was  impossible  to  shut  one's 
eyes  to  the  consequences  which  must 
ensue  &om  the  adoption  of  such  a  clause 
as  that  under  discussion.  The  Commit- 
tee had  seen  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Chelsea  (Mr.  Firth)  and  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  City 
of  London  (Aldenaan  Lawrence)  acting 
together  on  this  question  in  a  way  in 
which  he  did  not  think  they  had  ever 
acted  togetheron  aMetropolitan  question 
before.  The  clause  involTed  a  question 
of  public  morality,  and  the  Government 
were  settting  a  bad  precedent,  which 
might  result  in  grave  danger  to  the 
nation  at  large. 

Mb.  OAUSTON  remarked,  that  he 
had  taken  no  part  in  the  disoussioa  of 
the  various  Amendments  which  bad  been 
brought  forward;  but  he  oould  not 
allow  the  debate  upon  this  clause  to 
close  without  joining  in  the  appeal 
which  hod  been  made  to  the  Govern-' 
ment  in  regard  to  it.  He  could  quite 
understand  that,  from  the  point  of  view 
of  the  London  ratepayers,  it  would  be 
highly  desirable  that  they  should  have 
national  property  handed  over  to  one  of 
their  Governing  Bodies  without  any  ex- 
pense whatever.  But  the  property  under 
discussion  belonged  as  much  to  hia  con- 
stituents as  it  did  to  those  who  lived  in 
London  or  in  other  towns,  and  he  could 
not  eee  his  way  to  support  a  clause  which 
did  an  act  of  injustice  to  those  whose 
interests  in  this  property  were  equal 
with  thoae  of  the  ratepayers  of  London. 
In  fact,  he  protested  against  his  consti- 
tuents being  taxed  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Metropolitan  ratepayers. 

Mb.  T0MLIN80N  thought  the 
Committee  ought  not  to  be  allowed 
to  go  to  a  division  upon  the  clause 
under  any  misapprehension.  As  he 
understood  the  section,  as  modified  in 
Committee,  it  did  not  really  give  to 
the  working  classes  of  London  what 
had  been  called  a  great  boon.  The  pro- 
posal, OS  it  DOW  stood,  was  that  the  land 
Mr.  Suchamm 


might  be  acquired  by  the  Metropolitan 
Board  at  a  fair  market  value,  having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  it  was  to  be  used 
for  building  houses.  He  did  not  know 
the  relative  values  of  land  intended  as  a 
site  for  houses  and  land  meant  to  be  used 
as  a  site  for  factories  in  the  Metropolis ; 
but  in  the  manufacturing  ^tricts  land 
was  usually  sold  at  a  lower  price  for 
factories  than  for  houses.  When,  there- 
fore, hon.  Members  talked  about  ^ving 
an  unearned  increment  to  the  people 
of  London,  they  ought  to  be  careful 
that  they  were  not  exaggerating  what 
the  clause  #aa  intend^  to  do.  The 
reason  ox  which  the  propriety  of  restrict- 
ing the  purpose  to  which  the  land  was 
to  De  applied  was  based  was  that  in  past 
times  Parliament  had  authorized  the 
appropriation  of  large  portions  of  land 
oooupiad  by  the  houses  of  the  working 
classes  to  public  objects,  and  that,  con- 
sequently, it  owed  something  to  those 
classes.  If,  therefore,  the  clause  had 
the  limited  effect  which  he  believed  it 
had,  it  would  not,  he  thought,  go  be- 
yond what  was  fair.  At  the  same 
time,  he  could  not  but  feel  that  the 
clause  did  seem  to  involve  some  con- 
tentious matter. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said,  he  had  no  desire  to 
continue  the  discnssion  reepeoting  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  the  clause,  but 
wished  to  make  one  more  appeal  to  the 
Government  upon  the  subject.  He 
really  did  put  it  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether  the  course  of  the 
debate  upon  the  clause  did  not  conclu- 
sively show  that  the  matter  it  involved 
was  contentious  Business,  such  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  stated  six  weeks 
ago  would  not  be  proceeded  with  ?  There 
was  evide&tly  a  great  deal  of  disagree- 
ment in  the  Committee,  and  a  large 
number  of  Members  entertained  the 
most  serious  objections  to  the  propossls 
which  the  section  contained.  Surely 
the  Government  must  remember  that 
those  hon.  Members  who  had  gone  into 
the  country  had  done  so  on  the  futh  of 
the  promise  which  had  been  made  that 
no  sort  of  contentious  Busiaess  would  be 
brought  forward,  and  in  the  belief  that 
the  pledge  the  Government  had  given 
would  be  loyally  adhered  to.  Were 
not  Ministers  taking  an  unfair  advan- 
tage of  the  absence  of  those  hon.  Mem- 
bers to  press  a  clause  of  this  kind  ?  He 
was  sure  the  QoTemmeot  did  not  wish 
to  violate  the  pledge  they  had  given; 


;,Coot;^lc 


1817  Bounng  ofiht  Workinff    {Adoubt  1 

bnt,  in  point  of  fact,  they  vonld  violate 
th&t  pledge  if  they  continued  to  prosa 
tile  clause.  Let  them  not  rely  upon  the 
fact  that  they  bad  obtained  a  \aige  ma- 
jority in  the  division  upon  the  Motion 
to  go  into  Committee  on  the  Bill.  The 
arguineDtB  of  the  opponents  of  the  clause 
had  been  addressed  to  empty  Benches, 
and  when  the  division  vaa  called  the 
supporters  of  the  Qovemment  Socked 
into  the  House  and  voted  as  directed  by 
their  Whips.  That  was  not  the  kind  of 
majority  that  was  contemplated  by  the 
CouBtitution  in  a  matter  of  this  kind. 
There  ought  to  be  a  substantial  majority 
of  the  Members  of  the  House  upon  a 
question  which,  like  this,  involved  a 
far-reaching  principle,  and  not  a  ma- 
jority eoDBietiog  of  Members  who  did 
not  enter  the  House  until  the  division 
bells  were  rung.  He  appealed  to  the 
Government  to  consider  what  would  be 
tbeir  moral  position  in  the  appreciation 
of  those  hon.  Members  who  had  gone 
into  the  country,  and  what  such  Mem- 
bers .would  think  of  a  Ministry  which 
possfld  a  clause  of  this  kind  under  such 
circumstances  and  in  such  a  thin  House. 
If  the  Government  gave  way  on  this 
point,  he  could  assure  them  that  the 
rest  of  the  Bill  woidd  pass  with  little  or 
no  trouble,  because  this  was  the  only 
clatiae  to  which  any  serious  objection 
was  entertained. 

Mr.  fell  said,  that  before  the  de- 
bate concluded  he  desired  to  draw 
attention  to  the  differences  in  the  pro- 
posals made  by  the  Qovemment.  Mi- 
nisters were  content  to  sell  Government 
property  at  a  price  below  its  real  value 
in  the  interests  of  the  poor.  They  said 
the  question  was  one  of  such  paramount 
importance  to  the  poor  that  they  were 
viUing  to  sacrifice  a  great  prind^e  and 
to  self  State  property  under  its  proper 
value.  But  when  those  who  had  charge 
of  the  Bill  came  to  deal  with  similar 
property  belonging  to  the  county,  they 
set  aside  the  principle  which  guided 
them  in  regard  to  State  property,  and 
they  protected  tha  ratepayers  of  Middle- 
sex by  saying  that  the  land  should  not 
be  devoted  to  the  purpose  intended  un- 
less the  Justices  of  ^e  Peace  of  the 
county  of  Middlesex  should  think  fit. 
They  threw  overboard  tha  paramount 
interest  of  the  poor — that  interest  which, 
he  believed,  had  guided  tbem  in  a  wrong 
direction — the;  cast  it  aside  when  they 
came  to  deal  with  county  property.  They 
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id — "Wo  will  not  do  what  we  have 
some  suspicion  is  not  quite  right  unless 
the  Justices  of  the  Peace  agree  with  us 
in  doing  it."  It  was  evident  that  whoever 
couuBsUed  the  drafting  of  the  Bill  had  in 
their  minds  a  very  grave  doubt  whether 
they  were  doing  right.  They  thought 
that  public  opinion  would  carry  them 
through  in  dealiug  with  State  property  ; 
but  they  were  afraid  to  face  the  Jus- 
tices of  Middlesex,  who,  no  doubt, 
would  bo  harassed  by  the  ratepayers  of 
the  county  if  they  agreed  to  part  with 
their  property  on  any  other  than  the 
best  possible  terms.  If  the  clause  were 
passed,  what  would  be  its  effect  in  other 
cases  ?  In  the  very  centre  of  the  prin- 
cipal town  of  the  county  which  he  repre- 
sented (South  Leicestershire)  was  a 
large  portion  of  property  owned  by  the 
county.  The  Castle  of  Leicester,  which 
had  great  historical  associations,  and  a 
very  large  tract  of  ground,  including 
that  covered  by  the  Militia  buildings, 
belonged  to  the  county.  At  some  not 
very  distant  time  he  knew  it  was  con- 
templated to  part  with  this  land.  If  the 
present  clause  were  passed,  in  what 
position  would  the  magistrates  of  the 
county  of  Leicester  be  if  the  borough  of 
Leicester, .  quoting  this  3rd  clause  as  a 
precedent,  interfered  with  the  sale  of 
county  property  in  the  interests  of  the 
labouring  classes  of  Leicester,  and  in- 
sisted that  a  valuation  should  be  put 
upon  it  in  order  that  every  opportunity 
might  be  given  for  the  erection  of  ortl- 
zans'  dwellings?  If  the  Committee 
passed  this  clause,  it  would,  as  a  conse- 
quence, reduce  the  selling  value  of  every 
acre  of  land  in  the  Kingdom  belonging 
to  counties.  If,  under  these  ciroum- 
stances,  the  clause  did  not  involve  con- 
tentious matter,  he  did  not  know  what 
would,  and  he  could  not  see  why  the 
Government  should  not  cut  the  proposal 
out  of  the  Bill.  It  was  not  universal 
philanthropy,  but  London  philanthropy, 
that  animated  the  supporters  of  the 
clause.  Why  confine  all  this  goodness 
to  London?  The  reason  was  that  the 
Government  had  got  hold  of  State  pro- 
perty in  London,  and  they  thought  they 
could  deal  with  it  in  a  manner  to  render 
themselves  acceptable  to  the  electors  of 
the  Metropolis.  The  arguments  which 
bad  been  used  in  the  course  of  the  de- 
bate were^  he  thought,  sufficiently  strong 
to  show  that  there  was  great  doubt 
whether,  on  the  whole,  such  a  use  of 

rri   I   Coch;^Ic 
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this  land  as  was  proposed  woald  be  the 
most  beneficial  to  uie  poor.  Ad  hon. 
Member  had  said  that  it  would  be  batter 
to  leave  the  prison  sites  as  open  spacee, 
He  (Mr.  Pell)  did  not  understand  that 
tlis  hon.  Gentleman  meant  they  should 
be  given  by  the  Treasury  for  such  a  pur- 
pose ;  but  that  «  price  might  be  paid  for 
them.  Depend  upon  it,  a  great  open 
Bpaoe  would  be  one  of  the  most  desirable 
thin)^  to  have  in  the  midst  of  a  crowded 
population,  and  he  did  not  know  that 
the  authorities  would  be  doing  the  best 
they  could  for  the  people  in  building 
over  the  prison  sites.  Those  beino;  his 
views  on  the  question,  he  hoped  the 
faon.  Member  Kir  South  Northumber- 
land (Mr.  Albert  Grey)  would  divide  the 
Committee,  and  that  the  Government 
would  hesitate  atill  more  before  they 
consented  to  facilitate  the  progress  of 
this  clause. 

Ma.  DILLWYN  trusted  that  the  Go- 
Tomment  would  yield  to  the  appeal  which 
had  been  made  to  them  in  regard  to  this 
clause,  although  ha  did  not  agree  with 
every  word  which  had  been  said  against 
it.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exoheqner  bad 
given  a  very  decided  pledge  that  no 
oontentiouB  Business  should  be  taken  at 
the  end  of  the  Se.xsion,  and  he  appealed 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  say  whe- 
ther he  could  now  doubt  that  this  was  a 
contentious  clause.  He  knew  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  listened  to  the  de- 
bate with  great  attention,  and  that  he 
must  have  heard  many  speakers  con- 
demning it  on  one  ground  or  another, 
espscially  on  the  very  strong  ground  that 
many  Members  who  had  left  town  would 
have  opposed  the  clause  if  they  had  not 
thought  it  would  have  been  regarded  as 
contentious,  and,  therefore,  would  not 
have  been  pressed. 

The  chancellor  of  theEXOHE- 
QUEB  said,  that  when  he  last  spoke  on 
the  subject  he  had  ventured  to  point  out 
what  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  differ- 
ence between  non- contentious  and  con- 
tentious Business,  and  he  had  appealed 
to  the  result  of  the  division  in  WQioh  six 
voted  on  one  side  against  something  like 
60  on  the  other.  Since  that  time  there 
had  been  another  division,  in  which  he 
was  bound  to  admit  that  the  minority  of 
six  had  increased  to  20. 

An  hon.  Mevbeb  :  No  ;  30. 

The  OHANOELLOH  ofthe  EXOHE- 
QTJEB  :  No ;  that  Fas  on  another 
point. 

Vr.  Pell 


An  hon.  Meudbb  :  It  was  the  same 
principle.  

TheCHANCELLOEoftheEXCHE- 
QITES  said,  the  division  to  which  bo 
referred  showed  that  20  Members  op- 
posed the  clause.  Well,  he  did  not  think 
that  quite  bore  out  the  contention  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  8wanBea(Mr.Dillwyn), 
that  there  was  a  large  number  of  Mem- 
bers who  were  opposed  to  the  clause. 
Twenty  was  not  a  large  number.  What 
he  would  suggest  to  the  Committee  waa 
this— that  they  might  now  fairly  come 
to  a  division  upon  the  clause,  and  if  the 
result  of  that  division  was  to  show  an 
increasing  number  against  the  olaase 
the  Government  would  not  proceed 
with  it. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  iiviiod: — Ayes  76; 
Noes  29 :  Mejori^  46.  —  (Div.  List, 
No.  28S.) 

Mm.  AETHTIE  ARNOLD  begged  to 
move  that  the  Chairman  do  now  report 
Progress,  iu  order  to  give  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer  an  opportunity  for 
stating  what  course  he  proposed  to  toko, 
as  there  had  been  an  increased  vote  on 
the  Opposition  side  of  the  House. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Pro- 
gresa,  and  ask  leave  to  ait  again." — ( Jfr. 
Arthur  Arnold.) 

TaEOHANCELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QITEB  said,  be  did  not  think  it  would 
be  right  to  discuss  the  subject  now.  He 
quite  agreed  with  the  hon.  Gentleman 
that  the  minority  was  increasing,  and, 
therefore,  what  he  proposed  to  do  was 
to  leave  the  clause  as  it  stood  for  the 
present,  and  to  amend  the  words  relat- 
ing to  the  value  on  Beport. 

Motion,  by  leave,  wilhdramt. 

Amendment  of  Arlisani'  Jheellingt  Actt, 
1868  <«  1862. 

Claose  4  (Amendment  of  31  ft  S2  Vic. 
c.  130,  and  43  ft  4S  Tic.  o.  64.  45  ft  46 
Vio.  c  64.) 

Mb.  J.  E.  HOLLOND  moved  to  omit 
"Sub-aection  (2.)"  When  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary 
(Sir  B.  Assheton  Cross)  was  speaking  on 
this  sub-section  yesterday,  be  spoke  of 
it  as  if  it  apdlied  only  to  Yeatries  in  the 
Metropolis.  He  (Mr.  Hollond)  could  not 
help  thinking  that  when  this  sub-soction 
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US  draTrn  tho  draflBiiiBn  had  in  his 
iud  the  difficulty  experienced  in  in* 
iciog;  Vestnes  to  carry  out  Toirens's 
cts.  Xf  that  vaB  so,  there  was  nothing 
bateverin  theBub-seotionwhichlimited 

to  the  Metropolis. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
ah-seotion  {2.)— {Mr.  HolUnd.) 

Qaestion  propoaed,  "That  the  sub- 
action  stand  part  of  the  OlauGe." 

The  SEORETAET  of  STATE  (Sir 
'..  Absbeton  Cross)  assented  to  the 
amendment. 

Sib  CHARLES  W.  DILKE  said,  he 
Ad  not  think  he  could  oflfer  any  objec- 
ion  to  this  Bub-seotion  being  omitted. 
Amendment  agrtei  to. 
Clause,  SB  amended,  agrttd  to.     > 

Amntdmant  of  jlrtiiant'   and  Labourtrt' 

SwtUingi  Improvtmmt  Aett. 

Olnuee    &  (Amendment  of  38    ft   39 

Vio.  o.  34,  B.  8,  and  schedule;  42  ft  43 

Vic.  o.  63  ;  45  &  46  Tic.  c.  54,  schedule). 

On  Motion  of  The  Sxcbbtabt  of  State 

(Sir  B.  Assheton  Cross),  the  following 

Amendmont  made: — Page   6,   line  26, 

leave  out   "in  England,"    and  insert 

"  in  the  tJnited  Kingdom." 

Tbk  SECBETART  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  Absbstoit  Ckosb)  proposed  to  insert, 
as  Beparste  paragraphs,  after  line  35 — 
"  (3.}  In  either  of  thefoUowing  cases  : 
(>.)  Whore  im  officer  of  hofttth  hu  re- 
ported to  any  local  aiithoritj  in  the  me- 
tropolia.  eiciuaive  of  the  City  of  Lon'Ioa, 
either  in  punuBnoa  of  '  Tha  Arttzana' 
andLaboorera'DvelliiigeAat,  1868,'that 
aoj  premiBei  are  iQ  a  condition  or  state 
dang;eroui  to  health,  so  as  to  he  unfit  for 
buniAii  hahitation,  or  in  panuance  of 
Motioii  eight  of  '  Tho  Artizans' Dwell- 
ings Act,  1833,'  that  the  pulling  down 
of  any  ohstrucUve  buildiogs  would  he 
expedient,  and  such  authority  reeolre 
Uut  the  caie  of  such  premiaea  or  build- 
iogt  is  of  such  general  impdrtanee  to  the 
Metropolia  that  it  should  be  dealt  with 
\iy  a  scheme  under  the  Artizans'  and 
lisbonteis'  Dwelling*  Improvement  Acts, 
1876  to  1881;  or 
(b.)  Where  any  such  official  repreaentation 
as  mentioned  insectionthreeof  'TheArti- 
tani*  and  lAbouren'  Dwellings  [mprove- 
nent  Act,  137S,'  hw  been  made  to  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  in  relation 
to  anj  housps,  courts,  or  alleys  within  a 
certain  area,  and  the  Uutropolitan  Board 
of  Works  recolve  that  the  case  of  such 
houses,  oouctt,  or  alleys,  is  not  of  general 
importaoce  to  the  Metropolis,  aod  should 
bs  dealt  with  under  the  Artisans'  Dwell- 
ing AcU  18E8  to  1882  ; 
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anch  local  suthorit;  or  board  may  submit  such 
resolution  to  one  of  Her  Majesty's  Principal 
Secretaries  offitate,  and  therenpon the  flocrotary 
of  State  may  appoint  an  arbitrotor,  and  direct 
him  to  hold  a  local  inquiry,  and  such  arbitrator 
shall  hold  (uch  inquiry,  and  report  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  a*  to  whether,  having  regard  to 
the  mis  of  tho  area,  to  the  number  id  houses  to 
be  dealt  with,  to  the  position,  structure,  and 
sanitary  condition  of  such  houses,  and  of  the 
neighbourhood  thereof,  and  to  the  provisions  of 
section  three  of  '  The  Artizans'  and  Labourers' 
Dwellings  Improvement  Act,  187G,'  ths  case  ia 
either  wholly  or  partially  of  any  and  what  im- 
portance to  the  Metro^iiB  at  large,  with  power 
to  such  arbitrator  to  report  that  in  the  event 
of  the  caaa  being  dealt  with  under  the  Artizans' 
Dwellings  Acts,  1868  to  1882,  tho  Metropolitan 
Board  of  Works  ought  to  make  a  contnbution 
in  respect  of  the  expense  of  dealing  with  the 
caui.  The  Secretary  of  State,  after  consider- 
ing the  report  of  the  arfaitmtor,  may,  acoording 
as  to  him  eeema  just,  decide  that  the  caae  shall 
be  dealt  with  either  under  the  Artdzans'  Dwell- 
ings Acts,  1868  to  1883,  or  under  the  Artizans' 
and  Labourers'  Dwellings  Improvement  Acts, 
IS7S  to  1882,  and  the  officer  of  health  or  other 
proper  officer  shall  forthwith  make  the  report  or 
official  representation  neceasary  for  proceedings 
in  accordance  with  such  deciston." 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Me.  SHAWLEFEVRE  entirely  ap- 

E roved  of  the  Amendment  of  the  right 
ou.  Gentleman,  but  desired  to  asE  a 
question  with  reference  to  it.  According 
to  hie  speech  on  the  second  reading,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  thought  that  the 
Uetropolitan  Soard  should  be  subject 
to  the  High  Court  of  Justice — that  was 
to  say,  that  the  High  Court  of  Justfce 
should  have  power  by  mandamut  to  carry 
out  the  schemes  of  the  Artizans'  Dwell- 
ings Act.  What  he  wished  to  know  was 
whether  the  Amendment  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  now  proposed  would  have 
that  effect — whether  it  would  be  compe- 
tent for  the  Home  Secretary  or  any  in- 
dividual to  apply  to  the  High  Court  of 
Justice  to  call  upon  the  Metropolitan 
Board  or  other  Local  Authority  to  carry 
out  the  schsmoB  under  the  Artizans' 
Dwellings  Act  ? 

Tee  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  Assheton  Cross)  said,  that  when  he 
spoke  the  other  night,  he  had  in  his 
mind  another  Amendment  to  the  clause, 
in  which  there  was  to  be  a  special  ap- 
plication to  tho  High  Court. 
Mr.  HOPWOOD  said,  the  practice 
such  cases  was,  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  knew,  for  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  send  down  an  Inspector  to  re- 
port upon  the  matter.  Let  him  mention, 
the  sort  of  case  which  might  arise.  Sup- 


ogle 
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pose  that  in  a  parish  or  district  certain 
houBes  were  a  discredit  to  the  neigh- 
bourhood in  which  they  were,  and 
should  be  pulled  down.  If  the  parish 
authorities  made  a  soheme,  it  was 
brought  before  the  confirmta;^  autho- 
rity, and  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works  were  expected  to  do  the  work. 
If  the  Af  etropotitan  Board  of  Works  re- 
fused to  do  it,  the  parish  oomplainiug  ap- 
plied to  the  Secretary  of  Btate.  who  sent 
down  an  Inspeotor  to  report.  TheBeport 
might  possibly  be  to  the  ofFeot  that  the 
work  was  so  small  that  it  ought  to  be 
done  by  the  Local  Authority.  He  pre- 
sumed the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Home  Secretary  was  moTing  this  Amend- 
ment so  that  he  might  compel  the  one 
or  the  other  to  do  the  work  7 

The  SEOEETABY  of  STATE  (Sir 
'R.  AssHETDN  Cross), said,  that  supposing 
a  scheme  was  sent  up  to  the  Metropoli- 
tan Board  of  Works,  and  they  said  it 
ought  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Vestry, 
then  the  Secretary  of  State  had  power 
to  send  down  a  gentleman  to  report  as 
to  what  was  best  to  be  done.  Upon 
that  Beport  the  Secretary  of  State 
would  decide  who  ought  to  undertake 
the  work.  An  Order  would  be  issued 
in  the  ordinary  way,  and  the  UetropoU- 
tan  Board  of  Works  would  not  then  be 
able  to  say  it  was  too  small,  and  ought 
to  be  dono  by  the  Yestry. 

Mr.  J.  E.  HOLLOND  presumed 
the  Secretary  of  State  might  suggest  to 
the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  that 
they  might  make  a  contribution  ? 

The  SECBETAEY  op  STATE  (Sir 
'R.  AssHBTOM  Cross]  :  Tea. 

Question  pat,  and  agrttd  to. 

Thb  SEORETAEY  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AsBHETOiT  Oeosb)  moTcd  to  leaT* 
out  the  Snd  sub-section  (2),  in  line  36. 

Amendment  agrttd  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agritd  to. 


Olauae  6  (Bates  of  loan  by  Public 
Works  Loan  Commisuonera)  agr»ed  to. 

Amtiutiiunt  of  Central  Sanitary  Znte,  j-e. 
Clause  7  (General  duty  of  Local  Au- 
thority to  enforce  the  law)  agratd  to. 

Clause    6    (Amendment  of  38  &    39 
Yio.  c.  56,  e.  90)  agretd  to. 
Mr.  ffopiBood 


Clause  9  (Bye-lawa  for  hop  and  frnit 
pickers)  alruek  out. 

Clause  10  (Tents  and  vans  used  for 
human  habitation. 

On  Motion  of  The  SKoaitTinT  of 
St^tb  (Sir  B.  Assheton  Cross),  the  fol- 
lowing   Amendments    made : — Page  7, 


line  24,  after  " 


"  insert  "sheds.' 


Page  7,  line  38,  at  end  of  line,  insert 
as  fresh  paragraphs — 

"(3.)  Where  sn;  p«i«OQ  doly  authorised  by 
a  sanituj  nathority  oi  by  a  j<utic«  of  the  peso 
hu  reaaonable  canw  to  sappoae  eithar  that  then 
is  anj  conttsTentioD  of  the  prorisioiu  of  thii 
Act  or  any  bye-law  mada  under  this  Act  in  any 
tent,  van,  shed,  or  similar  stmctare  used  for 
human  habitatiDn,  or  that  there  is  in  any  mch 
teut,  van,  ihad,  or  Btructore  any  person  Baffer- 
ing  from  a  dangerona  iofectioui  disorder,  he 
may  on  producing  (if  demanded)  either  a  copy 
of  bis  authorisation  purporting  to  be  certiGea 
by  the  alerk  or  a  member  of  the  sanitary  ao- 
tbority  or  acme  other  nufficient  evidenoe  of  hia 
being  aathorised  as  aforesaid,  enter  by  day  auch 
l«nt.  Tan,  shed,  or  structara,  and  azamioa  the 
same  and  every  part  thereof  in  order  to  aacar- 
tain  whether  in  such  tent,  van,  abed,  or  sttne- 
tare  thersls  any  contravention  ofany  sooh  bye- 
law  or  a  petson  anffering  from  a  dangerona  in- 
fectiona  disorder. 

(i.)  For  the  purposea  of  tbia  SMtion  ■  day* 
means  the  period  betveen  lix  o'clock   in  u» 
morning  and  the  sucoi 
evsoiog. 


sucoeeding  mna  o'clock  in  tha 


(6.)  This  section  shall  apply  to  tha  Hetropclis, 
with  the  Bubstitutioo  of  section  nineteen  of 
'The  Sanitary  Act,  1SS6,'  for  section  ninety- 
one  of  '  The  Public  Health  Aot,  \%16,'  and  of 
nuisance  authority,  under  the  Ifuiaance  &e- 
moval  Acts,  for  sanilary  aatbority." 

Line  29,  after  "van,"  insert  "shed." 

Clause,  as  amended,  agrtei  to. 

Clause  11  (Application  of  certain 
provisions  as  to  bye-laws  and  local  in- 
quiries) agrtei  to. 

Clause  12  (Amendment  of  45  &  46 
Vic.  c.  38,  as  regards  the  erection  of 
buildings  for  worung  classes]  agr*ti  to. 

Clause  13  (Condition  to  be  implied  on 
letting  unfurnished  house). 

Mr.  HOHACE  DAYET  proposed  to 
leave  out  the  Preamble  of  the  clause. 
He  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  the 
Preamble;  besides,  in  his  opinion,  it 
amounted  to  an  erroneous  statement  of 
the  law,  and  he  did  uot  like  to  cr^atali^e 
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on  the  Statate  Book  bo  doubtful  a  state- 
inent  of  law.  In  proposing  his  Amend- 
ment he  did  not  mean  to  differ  from  the 
principle  vhioh  he  nnderatood  was  in- 
tended to  he  embodied  in  the  elanse — 
namely,  that  when  a  house  was  let  for 
habitation  it  was  implied  by  law  that 
the  honee  was  fit  for  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  let.  He  did  not  dispote 
that  principle ;  and  he  was  quite  ready 
to  agree  to  the  passing  of  a  clause  to 
that  effect.  He  did  not  know  whether 
the  Home  Secretary  bad  done  him  the 
honour  to  look  at  the  clause  he  had  put 
on  the  Paper )  hut  if  he  had,  he  would 
find  that  that  clause  carried  out  the 
principle  in  view  directly,  instead  of  in- 
direoth-,  as  this  clause  did.  He  thought 
it  would  be  better  to  leave  out  the  clause 
altogether,  and  frame  a  new  one  which 
directly  asserted  the  principle,  and  made 
unfitness,  as  this  clause  did  not,  a  ground 
for  rescinding  the  contract,  rather  than 
for  recovering  of  damages. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  8,  line  30,  to  lesve  ont  from  the  woid 
"  WhersM,"  to  the  word  •'  that,"  id  line  31.— 
(Mr.  Heraet  Daviy.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

Mjt.  HOPWOOD  said,  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  (Ur.  Horace  Davey)  had 
made  some  verypertinent  remarks  upon 
this  clause ;  and  he  thought  the  Home 
Bccretary  would  do  well  to  agree  to  the 
Amendment.  The  Preamble  adiled  no 
strength  at  all  to  the  clause.  He  pre- 
sumed the  intentiou  of  Parliament  was 
that  a  house  must  be  structurally  defec- 
tive before  this  clause  could  be  put  in 
force.  It  was  not  intended  that  the 
clause  should  apply  because  a  house  was 
small,  or  had  a  slate  off ;  but  that  it  was 
in  such  a  condition  as  to  be  likely  to 
breed  disease  amongst  those  who  occu- 
pied it,  especially  from  unseen  and  un- 
mown  causes.  Would  it  not  be  well 
that  the  clause  should  read  something 
in  Uiis  way— 

"  Wherever  the  Sanitary  Authority  or  in- 
nuteg  discoTBTsd  then  was  something  Btrao. 
tnrally  wiong  they  should  have  the  right  of 
action,  if  neceMary,  against  the  landlord  in 
order  to  ramody  it." 

If  that  was  the  idea  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  it  could  be  shown  in  very 
simple  terms,  and  without  disturbing 
the  law  of  the  land. 

TOIj-  CCO-      [third  series.] 
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The  SBCEETABT  m  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AssHETON  Cross)  said,  he  was  not  re- 
sponsible for  the  drafting  of  this  clause, 
and  he  had  no  objection  to  the  Preamble 
being  struck  out ;  hut  he  could  not  con- 
sent to  the  whole  of  the  clause  being 
struck  out.  The  Bill  had  been  before 
the  House  for-some  time,  and  he  thanked 
the  hon.  and  learned  Qentleman  tha 
Member  for  Christohurch  (Ur.  Horace 
Davey)  for  having  been  the  only  Mem- 
ber who  had  ventured  to  improve  the 
Bill  by  drawing  up  a  new  clause  in  sab- 
stitution  of  one  he  proposed  to  omit.  If 
other  hon.  Members  had  done  the  same, 
greater  progress  might  have  been  made 
with  the  measure.  He  himself  had 
thought  there  were  certain  modifications 
of  this  clause  necessary.  He  did  not 
himself  object  to  applying  the  principle 
of  the  clause  to  all  houses ;  hut  he 
thought  that  in  this  particular  Bill  it 
was  better  to  confine  themselves  to  small 
houses.  Then  the  clause  might  be  so 
modified  as  to  provide  that  in  any  contract 
made  after  the  paesiug  of  the  Act,  for 
the  letting  for  habitation  by  the  work- 
ing classes  of  any  house,  there  should 
be  an  implied  condition  that  the  house, 
at  such  time  of  lotting,  was  in  all  r«- 
specta  reasonably  fit  for  human  habita- 
tion.   The  clause  would  then  run — 

"  In  any  conlnct  tnado  after  the  passing  of 
tbia  Act  for  letUng  for  habiUtion  by  persons  of 
the  working  classes  a  house  or  part  of  a  house, 
there  shall  tie  implied  a  condition  that  at  tha 
time  of  letting  the  house  is  an  all  respect*  rsa- 
aonablj  fit  for  saoh  homao  habitation." 

He  had  no  objection  to  accept  the  clause 
as  ha  had  modified  it,  sfriking  out,  as 
proposed,  the  Preamble. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Question,  "  That  the  words  fnm. 
"that,"  in  line  31,  to  "that,"  inlineas, 
be  left  out  of  the  Clause,"  put,  and 
ogriid  to. 

The  SECRETABT  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AssH£TOK  Gkoss)  proposed  to  insert, 
after  "contract,"  in  page  8,  line  34, 
"  made  after  the  passing  of  this  Act." 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Ma.  HOEACE  DAVEY  suggested  it 
would  be  better  to  say  "  in  any  lease  or 
contract  for  letting." 

Mb.  9TAVELEY  HILL  thought  it 
would  be  sufficient  to   sajr    "in  kbj 
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tioD,  aad  without  a  mippl;  of  water  it 
cou]d  not  be.  Thej  knew  that  if  there 
was  one  thing  they  found  more  often 
than  another,  in  regard  to  labonrerV 
dwellings,  it  was  the  abaenoe  of  a  anp- 
ply  of  water;  and  he  thoaght  that  a 
clause  euoh  as  this  to  compel  ownera  of 
property  to  give  a  good  supply  of  water 
would  tend  more  than  anything  else  to- 
wards healthy  habitations.       

Sir  CHAKLES  W.  DILKE  con- 
sidered that  the  object  which  the  bon. 
Member  had  in  view  was  fully  carried 
out  by  the  olauee  as  it  atood  at  pre- 
sent. 

Me.  JESSE  OOLUNGS  said,  that  ii 
it  was  the  opinion  of  the  right  hon. 
Oenlleman  that  the  words  of  the  olattaa 
did  cover  this  point,  then  he  was  satia- 
eed. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdraw*. 

The  SEOHETAEY  qv  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AssHKTON  Gross)  said,  that,  having 
got  down  so  far,  he  thought  they  might 
leave  out  the  rest  of  the  clause  for  the 
purpose  of  putting  in  these  words,  whioh 
were  on  the  Notice  Paper— 

"Inthii  section  the  eipreanon  'letting  for 
habitation  bj  membors  of  the  working  oluse* " 
meuiB  the  letting  for  habitation  of  a  honaa  or 
part  of  a  home  at  a  rent  not  exceeding  in  Eng- 
land the  BQm  named  oa  the  limit  for  the  onoi- 
poiition  of  ratei  bj  jection  thtwe  of  '  The  Poor 
Bate  AtseHment  or  Collection  Act,  188t,'  and 
in  Ireland  four  pcundi." 
Therefore,  he  moved  to  leave  oat  to  the 
end  of  the  clause. 

Question  proposed,  "That  theworda 
proposed  to  Oe  left  out  otand  part  of  tha 
Clause." 

Sm  EOBEHT  FOWLEB  (Lord 
Matob)  said,  he  had  undertahen  to 
move  an  Amendment  for  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Mid  SurreyJ^Sir Whittaker  Hlis) ; 
but  as  those  words  were  to  be  struok  out 
there  was  no  neoessi^  for  bim  to  move 
it. 

Mb.  ONSLOW  remarked  that  the 
Home  Secretary  had  said  that  this  was 
a  Bill  for  the  purely  working  olasMS. 
If  that  were  so,  there  oould  be  so  harm 
whatever  in  letting  these  words  remain 
in  the  clause. 

Mr.  HOKACE  DATET  said,  the 
reason  for  leaving  them  out  was  be- 
cause they  did  not  determine  the  re- 
medy. They  did  not  say  that  the  tenant 
should  termiuate  the  demise,  or  do  any- 
thing else. 


demise  of  a  furnished  or  unfurnished 
house." 

Amendment  agrt«i  to. 

On  Motion  of  The  Secretabt  of  Statb 
(Sir  K.  AsshetoD  Cross)  the  following 
Amendments  made  : — Fage  6,  line  34, 
after  "habitation,"  insert  "by  persons 
of  the  working  classes ; "  line  34,  leave 
out  "  an  unfuroishod,"  insert  "  a  j"  line 
35,  leave  out  "  an  unfurnished,"  insert 
"a." 

The  SEOEETART  of  STATB  (Sir 
B.  AssHBTOH  Cross)  suggested  that  after 
"  is,"  in  line  36,  the  words  "  at  the  date 
of  the  contract"  be  inserted. 

Bra  STDNET  WATEELOW  thought 
it  would  he  better  to  say  "  at  the  time 
of  the  letting." 

Sib  HENET  JAMES  was  of  opinion 
that  the  words  used  should  be  "  at  the 
commencement  of  the  holding." 

Question,  "That  the  words  'at  the 
commencement  of  the  holding '  he  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  i^ud  to. 

Mb.  6T0BET  thought  it  would  be  as 
well  to  strike  ont  the  rest  of  the  clause. 
He  did  not  know  what  "reasonably" 
meant. 

Sib  HENBT  JAMES  wished  to  point 
oat  what  was  merely  a  clerical  error. 
The  word  "is"  ought  to  be  "shall 
bo." 

Thb  BEOEETAET  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AasBETOH  Cboss)  said,  that  "reason- 
ably fit  for  human  habitation  "  seemed 
to  him  to  be  the  proper  words. 

The  chairman  said,  the  Amend- 
ment now  before  the  Committee  was 
to  leave  out  the  word  "  such." 

Queetion,  "  That  the  word  '  such ' 
stand  part  of  the  Clause,"  put,  and 
twgativii. 

Question,  "That  the  word  'human' 
be  there  inserted,"  put,  and  agrt4d  to. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLUNttS  said,  that 
after  the  word  "  habitetion  "  he  would 
like  to  put  the  following  Amend- 
ment :  — 

"Provided  the  term 'reaionahlj  fit  for  hnman 
habitation '  shall  ba  held  to  include  a  lafficient 
and  convenient  ■apply  of  water  to  the  hoass  in 
respeot  of  which  me  water  rates  have  to  he  paid 
hy  the  landlord." 

He  moved  that  because  the  condition  of 
drains  would  have  to  be  considered  in  the 
matter  of  whether  it  was  fit  for  habita- 
Ur.  Stavtley  ITilf 
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Me.  STAVELEY  HILL  did  not 
think  it  mattered  rery  muoh,  becauee 
he  thought  that  anv  tenant  who  found 
himself  in  that  poution  would  very  bood 
tenuinate  the  demise. 

Amendment  agrud  to. 

Sm  SYDNEY  WATERLOW  said, 
lie  would  like  the  right  hon.  Qentlemon 
to  tell  them  why  he  had  not  put  in  the 
woids  "  twenty  ponnds."  Ihey  had  put 
in  "fourpnunds"in  the  case  of  Ireland, 
but  thoyhad  not  put  in  the  exact  amount 
in  regard  to  England.  Unless  the  right 
hoD.  Gentleman  bad  some  good  reason 
for  not  doing  so,  he  thought  they  should 
put  in  "twenty  pounds."  There  was 
no  reason  wliy  Uiey  should  be  compelled 
to  go  to  another  Act  of  Parliament  to  see 
what  the  amount  was. 

The  8ECBETAEY  of  STATE  (Sir 
"R.  AssEEToiT  CaoBs)  said,  that  he  wished 
to  show  where  the  proposal  came  from  ; 
and,  therefore,  he  had  inserted  the 
words  as  they  were  in  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  INOE  did  not  see  why  they  could 
not  put  in  the  actual  amount.  There 
was  nothing  so  needlessly  inconvenient 
to  practitioners  as  tbs  practice  of  send- 
ing them  from  statute  to  statute  in  order 
to  ascertain  the  real  effect  of  an  enact- 
ment 

The  SEOEETAEY  op  STATE  (Sir 
B.  Asshetoh  Caosa)  thought  that  after 
the  words  "Act,  1869,"  they  might 
insert  the  words  "namely,  twenty 
pounds." 

Amendment  proposed,  to  insert  after 
"1869"  the  words  "namely,  twenty 
pounds." 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  a^ttd  to. 

LoBD  BUBGHLEYdid  not  think  that 
his  Amendment  was  wanted  noi 

Supphmtntat. 

Clause  14  (Definitions). 

On  Motion  of  TheSBORRTxnTof  State 
(Sir  B.  Assheton  Cross)  the  following 
Amendment  made: — Page  9,  line  8, 
after  "authority,"  insert  "and  oontri- 
butory  place." 

Mb.  JESSE  COLLINOS  said,  he  had 
an  Amendment  in  line  14.  He  begged 
to  move  to  leave  out  the  words  "half 
an"  and  insert  "one."  The  object  of 
the  Amendment  was  to  provide  that  the 
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expression  "cottage"  might  include  a 
garden  of  "  one  "  acre  instead  of  "  half 
an  "  acre.  He  laid  great  stress  upon 
that,  because  it  would  moke  all  the  dif- 
ference to  those  people  whom  it  was  in- 
tended to  benefit,  and  who  might  do 
muoh  better  if  they  bad  an  additional 
half  acre.  They  might  do  better  with 
one  acre ;  but  as  the  claaso  now  stood 
they  would  not  be  able  to  have  more 
than  half  an  acre. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  9,  line 
14,  to  leave  out  the  words  "half  an," 
and  insert  tbe  word  "one," — {Mr.  J*u4 
CoUingt,) — instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

Sir  CHARLES  W.  DILKE  thought 
there  was  something  to  say  in  favour  of 
the  views  of  his  hon.  Friend  upon  the 
strength  of  the  evidence  that  was  taken 
before  the  Boyal  Commission ;  but  still, 
under  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  half  acre  was  arrived  at  by  the  Com- 
mission as  a  compromise,  he  felt  pre- 
cluded from   supporting   the  Amend- 

Mr.  BROADHUEST  hoped  the  Com- 
mittee would  not  listen  to  the  compro- 
mise, and  would  accept  the  Amendment. 
What  they  wanted  to  do  was  to  keep 
the  people  in  the  rural  districts  rather 
than  let  them  gradually  flock  iato  the 
small  towns,  and  that  woulj  be  beet 
done  by  allowing  them  to  have  indus- 
trial dwellings  on  these  small  plots  of 
land.  The  Amendment  struck  at  the 
root  of  the  evil,  because  it  proposed  to 
keep  a  great  number  of  people  out  of 
the  towns ;  and,  therefore,  they  would 
not  be  obliged  to  provide  for  them  in 
the  cities  by  legislation  hereafter. 

Mb.  ABTHUB  ARNOLD  considered 
that,  as  a  matter  of  economic  cultivation, 
a  cottager  would  be  betteruble  to  pursue 
huebaudry  if  he  had  one  acre  than  if  he 
had  half-an-acre ;  and,  therefore,  he 
thought  tbe  Amendment  should  be  ac- 
cepted. 

The  president  oj>  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOAED  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour)  said,  that  no  man  could  sup- 
port himself  on  one  acre. 

Mb.  BHOADnTTRST  remarked  that 
it  would  go  a  long  way. 

The  president  (Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four) said,  that  evidence  showed  that 
even  five  acres  could  not  support  a  ir  ~ 
3  N  2 
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Mr.  BEOADHTJEBT:  Itia. 

Mb.  STOREY:  It  is  cot. 

Mr.  BEOADHURST  :  It  is. 

Mr.  storey  Baid,  it  was  a  Bill  for 
providing  decent  habitations  for  work- 
ing people,  and  toittherehadbeenadded 
this  proposal  that  the  labouring  men 
should  also  havehalf-an-acreof  land.  He 
did  not  object  to  that  at  all ;  but  he  would 
ask  hon.  Gentlemen  jost  to  rememhar 
this — that  they  must  take  some  acoount 
of  the  means  of  these  poor  men.  The 
cottages  whioh  were  to  be  boilt  out  of 
the  rates  would  not  be  built  more 
oheapl;  than  other  cottages ;  these  people 
would  have  to  pay  rent  for  them,  and  if 
they  had  more  land  given  they  would 
have  more  rent  to  pay.  He  thought  the 
Committee  ought  to  be  content  with  the 
original  proposal  of  the  BilL 

Mr.  BROADHURST  said,  he  did  not 
wish  to  have  on  unintentionij,  no  doubt, 
thongh  a  very  false  interpretation  giveo 
to  hia  statement  by  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  theMemberfor  West  Sussex 
(Sir  Walter  B.  Barttelot).  What  he 
had  stated  was  that  for  a  plot  of  land  of 
lees  than  two  acrea  the  labourers  were 
paying  £12  a-year  ground  rent,  whilst 
farmers  in  adjoining  fields  were  paying 
2S«.  per  acre  or  less,  and  that  even  under 
these  circumstances  the  labourers  did 
very  well,  being  able  to  employ  them- 
selves profitably  during  bad  tunea  of  the 
year.  He  had  not  said  that  these  la- 
bourers  were  making  large  profits  and 
keeping  their  families  comfortably.  Ha 
knew  an  experienced  labourer  who  hod 
stated  to  him  that  although  hia  rent  woa 
extremely  high,  if  he  were  permitted  to 
build  a  pig-sty  and  erect  a  stable  tat  a 
pony  the  rent  would  be  reasonable,  and 
he  would  bo  able  to  make  a  good  living 
without  additional  employment.  This 
man  lived  three  miles  nom  any  city  or 
town.  With  regard  to  the  statement  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Sunderland  (Mr. 
Storey)  that  this  was  not  a  BiU  for  pro- 
viding allotmentB,  he  wished  to  point 
oat  that  the  measure  certainly  had  that 
object.  Allotments  were  at  the  root  of 
the  question  of  the  bousing  of  the  work- 
ing classes  in  the  rural  districts,  aa  it 
had  been  proved  before  the  Royal  Oom- 
mission  over  and  over  again,  by  most 
competent  witnesses— from  the  Earl  of 
Shaftesbury  downwards.  It  was  proved 
thatwhere  good  allotments  were  attached 
to  cottages,  the  labourers  could  much 
better  afford  to  pay  a  large  rent  than 


is: 

who  had  no  other  work.  It  ought  to  be 
borne  in  mind  also  that  what  they  were 
asked  to  give  was  to  be  paid  for  out  of 
the  rates ;  and  for  those  reasons  he 
thought  the  compromise,  whioh  had  not 
been  arrived  at  without  very  careful 
consideration,  should  be  accepted. 

Ma.  BEOADHURST  stated  that 
within  a  short  time  he  had  been  on 
plot  of  land  of  less  than  two  acres,  the 
rent  of  whioh  was  £13  a-year,  although 
it  was  Bituat«d  next  to  land  whioh  was 
only  fetching  £  1  6:  an  acre.  Although 
it  had  no  pig-sties  attached,  on  this 
■mall  plot  of  land — without  pigs — a 
man  was  earning  a  very  good  living, 
with  the  assistance  of  a  little  filling  up 
in  the  winter  months. 

Me.  STAVELEY  HILL  thought  that 
half-an-aore  was  the  proper  figure.  He 
had  a  great  deal  of  experience,  and  he 
knew  that  a  man  could  not  cultivate 
more  than  half-an-aore. 

Sib  WALTER  B.  BARTTELOT  did 
not  believe  that  a  man  could  cultivate 
one  acre  suffloiently  to  keep  himself,  if 
he  had  other  work,  unless  he  had  the 
assistonoe  of  sons  or  other  relatives.  He 
was  willing  to  give  those  people  every' 
thing  that  Uiey  could  give  them ;  but  he 
was  certain  mat  they  oould  not  work 
more  than  bolf-aa-aere. 

Uk.  JESSE  COLLINOS  said,  it  was 
very  amusing  to  hear  hon.  Members 
opposite  say  what  they  would  be  very 
glad  to  give  these  people ;  but  that  was 
not  the  question  at  all.  It  was  not  the 
question  whether  they  should  be  com- 
pelled to  have  an  acre,  but  whether  they 
should  have  the  option  of  having  it. 
There  were  many  cases  in  which  the 
possession  of  one  acre  would  be  worth 
twice  or  three  times  as  much  as  balf-an- 
ocre,  because  the  man  hod  labour  to 
work  it.  The  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  had  talked  about  this 
land  being  given  out  of  the  rates ;  out 
he  did  not  understand  that  they  were 
going  to  ^ve  this  to  the  man.  T^eman 
would  haveto  payforwhathehad.  The 
only  question  was  whether  the  principle 
of  oompulsoiy  aoquisitioo  which  this 
Bill  contained  should  be  extended  from 
half-an-acre  to  an  acre.  He  attached 
great  value  to  the  alteration,  and  should 
divide  the  Committee  on  it. 

Me.   STOREY  said,  his  sympathies 

were  with  his  hon.  Friend  below  him, 

but  hisjudgmentvosagainst  him.  This 

was  not  a  Bill  for  providing  allotments. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Bal/our 
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8m    SYDNEY  WATEELOW  said, 
agreed  with  the  proposed  Amend- 


they  could  afford  to*pa7  a  amall  one 
whore  there  were  no  allotments  attached. 
Therefore,  he  contended  that  his  hon. 
Friend  was  quite  within  thefourcornerB 
of  tho  Bill — indeed,  that  he  was  im- 
proving the  Bill  in  the  direction  in  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Home 
Secretary  had  admitted  it  could  be  made 
of  much  valne.  There  was  no  doubt 
whatever  that  this  Oommittee  would  be 
doing  the  wisest  possible  thing  in  accept- 
ing Uie  Amendment  of  his  hon.  Priend, 
inasmuch  aa  tho  provision  woold  not  be 
oompuleory. 

Mb.  JESSE  OOLLINGS  said,  he 
would  point  out  to  hon.  Hembers  who 
had  not  read  the  evidenoe  that  nearly 
the  whole — at  any  rate,  he  might  say 
for  safety,  two- thirds— of  the  rural  evi- 
dence was  taken  up  with  the  proofs  of 
the  advantages  of  these  allotmenta  not 
only  on  the  part  of  the  labourera,  but 
also  on  the  part  of  such  men  as  the. 
Bev.  Mr.  Stabba  and  other  clergymen, 
who  had  stated  that  allotments  alone 
would  solve  the  question  of  rent — that 
though  it  was  practically  imposaible  for 
these  labourers  to  pay  anything  like  a 
large  rent  for  their  cottages,  yet  it  was 
easy  for  them  to  pay  a  higher  rent  for  a 
cottage  with  an  allotment  attached  to  it. 
If  the  hon.  Qentteman  the  Member 
for  Sunderland  (Mr.  Storey)  had  read 
the  evidence,  he  would  have  avoided 
fallin|-  into  two  blunders  —  namely, 
one  in  supposing  that  this  BiU  was 
not  a  Bill  for  allotments,  and  the 
other  in  belieTiug  that  labourers  would 
think  themselves  well-ofi  with  half-an- 
acre  of  land.  He  (Mr.  Jesse  CoUings) 
thought  the  labourers  would  be  very 
much  disappointed  if  they  got  no  more 
than  half-an-acre.  As  to  me  compro> 
mise  which  his  hon.  Friend  said  had 
been  arrived  at,  the  division  had  be^n 
taken  at  a  time  when  it  was  not  ex- 
pected to  come  on.  There  had  been  a 
misunderstanding  in  the  matter,  and 
Borne  Gentlemen  had  not  been  present. 
Some  who  were  not  present  would  un- 
doobtmlly  have  objected  to  the  compro- 
mise if  they  had  been  present.  He  men- 
tioned that  to  show  that  the  compromise 
was,  at  all  events,  not  universal.  He 
would  recommend  that  they  ahould  not 
say  in  the  clause  that  a  labourer  should 
be  obliged  to  have  half-an-acre,  but 
that  he  might  be  allowed  to  take  "  not 
more  than  an  aero." 


ment.  Where  a  man  was  in  conatant 
work  he  could  not  cultivate  mora  than 
one-eighth  of  an  acre ;  but  there  were 
large  numbers  of  working  men,  such  aa 
plumbers  and  painters,  who  had  not 
constant  employment  all  the  year  round, 
or  who  had  to  job  about  the  country  and 
did  not  get  continuous  work.  To  such 
men  these  allotments  would  be  invalu- 
able  in  enabling  them  to  moke  nse  o£ 
time  which  would  otherwise  be  lost.  He 
thought  they  ought  to  meet  the  wishes 
of  these  people.  He  had  had  44  men  at 
a  time  each  holding  an  6i|-hth  of  an 
acre.  When  a  man  was  in  constant 
work  he  would  take  an  eighth.  Some 
would  take  a  quarter ;  but  when  a  man 
had  really  precarious  work  he  wanted  a 
larger  plot  of  land  to  enable  him  to 
cultivate  it  with  advantage.  The  men 
who  worked  upon  plots  of  land  in  this 
way  were  amongst  the  most  deserving 
mon  in  the  country. 

Ma.  8TATELEY  TTTT.T.  eaid,  the  hon. 
Baronet  who  had  just  sat  down  seemed 
to  have  forgotten  that  each  of  these 
men  of  whom  he  spoke  believed  each 
year  that  he  was  going  to  have  oonstant 
work  ;  and,  no  doubt,  the  hon.  Baro- 
net's experience  would  boar  out  his — 
that  when  work  was  least  slack  work' 
men  took  gardens  most  readily.  It  was 
when  they  had  plenty  of  work  that  they 
entered  upon  gardening  with  the  most 
zeal. 

Sir  SYDNEY  WATEELOW  said, 
that  he  could  not  agree  with  hit  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  (Mr.  Staveley  Hill). 

Question  put. 

The  Oommittee  divided: — Ayes  61 ; 
Noes  16  r  Majority  35.  —  (Div.  List, 
No.  287.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause,  as  amended,  stand 
part  of  the  Bill." 

Sia  WALTER  B.  BAETTELOT  said, 
he  should  like  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary  why  he 
kept  in  the  Proviso  at  the  end  of  the 
clause — 

"  Provided  that  ths  eatimated  aaniwl  *slae 
of  luoh  gsrden  shall  not  exceed  one  pound  f " 
They  had  jost  heard  from  an  hon.  Mem- 
ber that  a  labourer  might  have  to  pay 
£6  for  an  acre,  or  £12  for  two  acres.  It 
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right  hon.  Oentlemen  iho  Homo  Secre- 
tary would  GCe  that  this  was  a  fair  de- 
mand to  make,  particularly  when  the; 
bore  in  mind  what  a  hard  etrnggle  it 
was  for  many  ezieting  Artizans'  Dwell- 
ings CompanieB  to  continue  their  laud- 
able work. 
Amendment  proposed, 


seemed  to  him  that  it  would  be  only 
reasonable  to  take  that  Proviso  out  of 
the  clause. 

Mr.  JESSE  C0LLING8  said,    1 
point  suggested  by  the  hon.  and  galli 
Baronet  was  a  very  important  one.     If 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Escheijuer  would  go  down 
into 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Does  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Baronet  move  anything? 

8iE  WALTER  B.  BAETTELOT: 
Tea;  I  move  to  strike  out  the  word 
"  one." 

The  OHAIRMAN:    The   hon.  and 

Sallant  Baton  et  cannot  amend 
ause.  The  Question  is,  "  That  the 
Clause,  as  amended,  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Mb.    JESSE   C0LLIN08   said, 
thought  the  hon.  and  gallant  Baronet 
was  in  Order. 

The  chairman  :  No  ;  the  Question 
has  been  put  that  Clause  14  stand  part 
of  the  Bill.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Baro- 
net can  more  the  Amendment  on  Re- 
port. 

Question,  "  That  the  Clause,  as 
amended,  stand  part  of  the  Bill,"  put, 
and  agrfid  to. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Sir 
E.  AssHETOM  Caoss) :  We  now  come  to 
the  Amendments  to  Clause  6  which  were 
postponed. 

Mr,  DAWSON  said,  he  begged  to 
move  the  first  Amendment  standing  in 
the  name  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Carlow  (Mr.  Gray),  the  ob- 
jest  of  which  was  to  make  the  rates  of 
interest  charged  in  this  Bill  retrospeo- 
tive.  There  were  a  great  many  people 
in  Ireland  to  whom  this  clause  ought  to 
apply  who  had  borrowed  money,  but 
had  not  yet  drawn  the  whole  of  it,  and 
who  had  drawn  money,  but  had  not  yet 
returned  it.  If  this  Amendment  were 
not  adopted  many  Aitizaue'  Dwellings 
Companies  would  be  placed  at  a  great 
disadvantage,  for  they  might  have  bor- 
rowed money  at  8}^  or  4  per  cent.  No 
reference  iu  the  clause  was  made  to  the 
Acts  of  1879  and  1881  whioh  affected 
Ireland,  and  under  which  money  had 
been  borrowed  at  3}  and  4  per  cent. 
The  favourable  clauses  for  borrowing 
money  in  the  present  Bill  should  be 
extended  to  these  Acts,  and  to  money 
borrowed  and  not  yet  returned,  and 
money  granted  and  not  yet  taken.  The 
Sir  Waittr  £.  Sarittlot 


adTunced." — (Jfr.  Saaion.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

TheCHANCELLORofthe  EXCHE- 
QUER said,  be  coald  not  agree  to  the 
Amendment.  It  appeared  to  be  an  at- 
tempt to  upset  bargains  already  entered 
into  in  order  that  a  lower  interest  might 
be  paid  for  borrowed  money.  That  was 
a  retrospeotivo  principle  that  he  could 
not  accept.  When  he  had  been  aaked 
'whether  or  not  it  was  intended  to  make 
this  clause  retrospective,  he  had  replied 
that  it  was  not  so  intended.  He  hoped 
the  hon.  Member  would  not  press  the 
proposal. 

Amendment  negativtd. 

Remaining  Clauses  egr»ei  to. 

The  SEORETAET  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AssHETOiT  Cboss)  :  I  now  move  my 
new  clause  with  reference  to  the  appli- 
cation of  the  Act  to  Ireland — 

"In  ths  application  of  tHa  Ant  to  Ireland, 
the  foHowing  proTiaioni  shall  take  effect : — 

"  (1.)  '  The  Publio  Health  (Ireland)  Act, 
1ST8,'  shall  be  nibatituted  for  'Tha  Public 
Health  Act,  18TS,'  and  in  panicnlar  the  lefer- 
•noei  ID  this  Act  to  sectiona  tan,  ninety,  ntnaty. 
one,  and  one  hundred  and  serenty-fiTe  to  on* 
hundred  and  seventy -eight,  both  inclusive,  of 
"The  Public  Health  Act,  1876,'  shall  be  rs- 
Bpectively  taken  to  bn  refersDces  to  aectioDS 
Bii;ht,  one  hundred,  one  hundred  and  seven,  and 
two  hundred  and  two  to  two  hundred  and  four, 
both  inclusive,  of '  The  Pnblic  Health  (Ireland) 
Act,  1879,'  and  the  reference  to  sections  two 
hundred  and  ninety-three  to  two  hucdred  and 
nicety-sii,  both  inclusiTe,  of  "  The  Public 
Health  Act,  1873,'  shall  be  taken  to  be  a  refer- 
eocB  to  sections  two  hundred  and  nine,  two 
hundred  and  teo,  two  hundred  and  twelve,  and 
two  hundred  and  thirteen  of '  The  Public  Haaltii 
(Ireland)  Act,  1878 ;  ' 

"(Z.)  The  proviuons  of  this  Act  which  relate 
exclusively  to  the  adoption  by  rural  sanitary 
authorities  of  ths  lAbaarinK  Olaasea  Lodging 
Houses  Acts.  1S£I  to  1867,  ahaU  not  apply  to 
Ireland; 

"  (3.)  The  Local  Oovemment  Board  for  Lro- 
land  shall  be  lubstitulcd  for  the  Loosl  Oorem- 
ment  Board; 
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fort  and  decency  and  lanitarr  purposes 
He  wished  to  preveat  tenement  nouses 
of  the  kind  lie  Lad  mentioned  being  re- 
let witliout  its  being  shown  that  they 
pOBaesaed  proper  sanitary  conditions  as 
to  oubio  space,  light,  ventilation,  air,  &o. 
A  great  deal  of  money  had  been  lost  in 
building  new  houses  when  available 
houses  were  at  hand — houses  which, 
with  a  little  expense,  could  be  made  ex< 
tremely  valuable  for  artiians'  dwellings. 
The  clause  would  operate  in  such  cases. 
He  did  not  mean  it  to  be  retrospective ; 
but  he  desired  that  in  the  future  no 
houses  of  this  character  should  be  let  as 
tenement  houses  without  a  certificate 
from  the  Sanitary  Authority  that  they 
had  been  made  habitable.  With  regard 
to  the  second  part  of  the  proposal,  it  was 
common  in  Ireland  to  let  coach-houses 
and  stables  as  dwelling-houses,  and  they 
were  very  often  let  in  a  very  unsanitary 
condition.  He  thought  none  of  those 
places  should  be  so  let  until  a  certificate 
had  been  obtained. 


"(4.)  The  Com  mission  art  of  Public  Works 
in  Ireland  sh&Il  b«  su'bBtituted  for  the  Fablio 
Works  Loan  Coninii»sionor» ; 

■'  (&.)  This  Act,  BO  far  u  it  amanda  '  The 
LahonriiiK  Clasaea  LodginK  Houses  and  Dwell- 
ings (Iraiand)  Act,  1866,*^  shall  b«  construed 
with  that  Act,  and  that  Aot  shall  he  included 
•moQgit  the  I^houring  Claasee  Lading  Houses 
Acts.  IStl  to  1867,  aittiey  are  refaned  to  under 
that  description  in  this  Act.  So  much  of  sub- 
■ection  fonr  of  section  twentf-one  of  the  said 
Act  of  1860  as  provides  that  no  bye-laws  made 
nnder  that  Act  shaU  be  of  an^  legal  force  until 
the  CBaie  shall  hare  received  the  approral  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  or  Uoder  Secretary  tor  Ireland, 
shall  be  amended  by  substituting  therein  the 
Local  OoTemment  Board  for  Ireland  in  Uou  of 
the  Chief  or  Under  Secretary ; 

"  (6.)  Nothing  oontatned  in  this  Act  shall 
prevent  the  adoption  by  any  town  oommia- 
■ionen,  not  being  an  urton  sanitary  authority, 
or  by  any  such  company,  society,  aaiociation, 
arprivate  ponona  as  are  therein  referred  to,  of 
'  The  Labouring  Classes  Lodgini;  Houses  and 


New  Clause  (Application  of  Aot  to 
Ireland,)  —  {Sir  h.  Auhtton  Croit,) — 
brought  vp,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Clause  read  a  second  time,  and  added 
to  the  Bill. 

Mb.  DAWSON  said,  that,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for' 
Carlow  (Mr.  Gray),  he  begged  to  move 
ib/a  following  new  Glauses : — 

"It  ihoU  not  be  kwfol  tor  any  private 
dwalliDg  house  coostmcted  tor  the  use  of  a 
single  £mily,  and  so  occupied  or  last  occupied 
at  tho  time  of  the  passing  ot  this  Act.  to  be 
oEcnpied  by  more  than  one  family,  without  a 
oertiQcate  from  the  sanitary  authority  of  the 
district  that  due  provision  bae  been  made  iu 
Boch  hotue  for  the  separation  ot  the  sexes,  tor 
suitable  sanitary  accommodation,  and  for  suffi- 
cient light  and  air ;  and  auch  certificate  shall 
slate  the  number  of  rooms  in  every  such  house 
permitted  to  bo  occupied,  the  number  of  cubie 
feet  in  each  room,  and  the  number  of  porione 
who  may  occupy  each  room. 

"  It  uiall  not  be  lawful  for  any  building  con. 
structed  as  a  coach-house,  out-hooae,  or  stable, 
and  occupied  or  last  occaped  as  such  at  th( 
time  of  the  pasaiog  ot  this  Act,  to  be  occupied 
by  any  fonuly,  nolees  under  the  regulations 
laid  down  in  Uie  foregoing  section. 

He  wished  to  expliun  that  in  some  towns 
in  Ireland  there  were  lai^e  houses  which 
hod  been  turned  into  tenement  houses, 
having,  years  ago,  been  occupied  by  the 
bettor  classes.  This  was  especially  the 
case  in  Dublin,  Limerick,  and  Cork. 
He  maintained  that  these  clauses  were 
necessary,  under  the  circumstances,  in 
order  to  see  that  the  people  did  not  go  into 
houses  which  were  inadequate  for  corn- 


New  Olause  (Occupation  of  tenement 
houses,)  —  {Mr.  Saaiion,)  —  brought  up, 
and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Olause  be  read  a  eecond 
time." 

Bin  CHARLES  W.  DILKE  thought 
that  everything  the  hon.  Gentleman 
wished  to  be  done  could  be  done  by  the 
present  law.  There  were  tenement  re- 
gulations under  the  present  law  which 
provided  for  what  the  hon.  Qentleinan 
wished.  In  regard  to  towns  where  there 
were  no  tenement  regulations,  all  that 
was  nocesaary  was  that  the  Local  Autbo- 
rities  should  adopt  the  regulations.  The 
Commission  did  not  receive  any  evidence 
in  Ireland  in  respect  to  the  point  raised 
by  the  last  four  Unee  of  the  hon.  Oentle- 
man's  clause. 

Mk.  DAWSON  said,  that  what  his 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Gray)  wanted  to  se- 
cure was  that  a  house  should  not  be 
occupied  by  more  than  one  family  until 
it  had  been  certified  as  having  complied 
with  certain  and  proper  regulations. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  ^8ir 
R.  AssuETOK  Ckoss)  thought  the  last 
four  lines  of  the  clause  should  oome  in 
a  Public  Health  Bill. 

Question  pnt,  and  ntgalived. 

Ma.  MONCKTON  said,  the  Amend- 
ment which  stood  in  his  name  provided 
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that  the  appoiatment  and  removal  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  abould  be  subject 
to  tbe  approval  of  the  Local  Qovemmeat 
Board.  It  waB  very  dcBirable,  consider- 
ing  the  important  functione  this  officer 
would  have  to  exercise  under  this  Bill, 
that  there  should  be  some  guarantee  of 
his  fitneaa  for  the  post  he  was  to  ocoupy. 
If  the  appointment  was  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Local  Qovemment  Board, 
they  would  have,  at  least,  as  additional 
guarantee  that  the  officer  was  qualified 
to  discharge  the  duties  required  of  him. 
He  thought  it  was  also  very  desirable, 
as  he  stated  yesterday  on  the  second 
reading  of  the  BiU,  that  this  officer 
should  be  altogether  independent  of  the 
Local  Authority,  and  free  from  the  oon- 
aequences  of  interfering  with  any  pro- 
perty belonging  to  the  Local  Authority. 
He  should  be  extremely  glad  if  the  Go- 
vernment could  see  their  way  to  accept 
hia  clause. 

New  Clause — 

(Appointmsnt  of  Inspector.) 
"  The  ftppointment  and  removal  of  the  Siiii- 
tary  InBoaetOr  chargad  with  tho  oiocntion  of 
my  of  (ho  provitions  of  this  Act  shall  be  luh- 
jsct  to  the  approval  of  the  Local  Oovemmmt 
Board,"— (Jfr.  Montktan,) 
— ireughl  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfouk)  said,  that  at  present  in  dis- 
tricts outside  the  Metropolis,  where  the 
Government  paid  part  of  the  salaries  of 
Inspectors,  there  was  control  over  the 
appointments.  In  the  Metropolis,  h 
ever,  no  such  control  existed ;  but  then 
there  was  no  subvention  from  the  public 
funds.  Without  such  subvontionit  would 
be  manifestly  wrong  to  insist  upon  con- 
trol. He  Uiought,  however,  that  the 
object  his  hon.  Friend  had  in  view  could 
be  met  by  the  Consolidated  Bill  for 
London. 

Question  put,  and  negalivtd. 

Schedule. 

Ths  secretary  of  STATE  (Sir 
R.  AsBHETOH  Cross)  proposed  to  leave 
out  from  "repealed,"  in  page  10,  lii  " 
to  end  of  line. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Other  Amendments  made. 
Mr,  XonekttM 


{COMMONS} 
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s  amended,  agreed  to. 


lAKD  PUBCEASE   (IRELAND)  BILL. 

[i:«nfi.]-{Bu.L  949.} 

(JTr.  Allortuy  aeneral/ar  JnUnd.) 

COSSIDBBATtOir. 

Bill,  as  amended,  eontidtrtd. 
CoWBEL  NOLAN  proposed  the  fol- 
lowing new  Clause : — 

"Anj-  owner  may  enter  into  an  agreement 
with  one  or  more  of  his  tenants  to  let  to  him  < 


miaaionen  approriuf;  of  l^e  ula  of  aacb  land  t( 
luch  t«ntiit  or  tenant* :  and,  shonld  the  Com' 
lers  approve  of  this  agrsMnant,  the  ten' 
tenuita  will  be  conndeied  the  oecapj< 
ants  of  SDoh  land  for  the  piupoaai  of  tlua 
Act :  Provided,  That  •neh  potbon  aoea  not  ex- 


The   Commission  en  may  make  nilsa    to 
enable  tenants  to  be  treated  aa  the  occupying 
its  of  a  gnis  or  mountain  farm  which  the 
landlord  may  wish  to  sell  to  thsm.' ' 


night  by  restricting  ita  operation,  and  he 
hoped  that  in  its  present  shape  the  Go- 
vernment would  be  able  to  accept  it. 
The  operation  of  the  clause  could  not  be 
considered  injurious  to  any  proprietor, 
because  it  simply  amounted  to  this — that 
when  land  was  being  sold  the  tenants 
on  it  could  buy  a  small  bit  of  land  which 
was  not  in  their  own  occupation.  The 
want  of  a  few  acres  of  grass  land  was 
very  keenly  felt  by  the  people  of  Gal- 
way  and  Mayo,  and  it  was  on  their  be- 
half he  proposed  this  olause. 

New  Clause  (Purchase  of  grass  farms) 
— {Colonel  Nolan,) — brought  up,  and  read 
the  first  and  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  s^d  Clause  be  added  to  the 
Bm." 

Thb  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  fok 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Houies)  said,  by  this 
BUI  it  was  proposed  to  niake  advances 
to  tenants  to  enable  them  to  .purohasa 
their  holdings.  By  this  olause,  however, 
it  was  suggested  that  persons  shonld 
receive  money  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
chasing grass  land  which  they  did  not 
occupy.  Such  a  suggestion  was  entirely 
outside  the  scope  of  the  BiU,  and  there- 
fore oould  not  be  accepted. 


Google 


Zand  Pwrehau  { AooTteT  1 1,  1885}  (^Inland)  BiU. 


1841 

Colonel  KINO-HAHUAN  said,  it 
appeared  to  Mm  that  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  tbs  Attorney  Ge- 
neral for  Ireland  was,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  Btroining  the  matter  very  severely 
when  he  argued  that  the  BUggestion  was 
oateide  the  purviev  of  the  Bill.  Ha 
(Oolonel  King'Harman)  mMntained  that 
it  was  not.  He  would,  however,  rery 
much  prefer  the  Amendment  which  he  had 
put  on  the  Paper  to  that  of  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  Qalway  (Colonel 
Nolan).  He  was  quite  persuaded  that  a 
landlord  might  be  quite  ready  to  sell  a 
small  portion  of  good  land  adjoining  the 
tenant's  holding,  or  it  might  be  a  portion 
of  bog  land  from  which  the  tenant  could 
obtain  a  supply  of  fuel,  a  commodity 
which  was  not  very  valuable  to  the  land- 
lord, but  of  great  value  to  the  tenant; 
besides,  in,  course  of  time  the  tenant 
might  make  the  bog  land  itself  valuable. 
He  really  could  not  see  any  objection  to 
the  clause.  He  knew  that  when  his 
hon.  and  gallant  Friend  (Colonel  Nolan) 
brought  the  clause  up  on  a  previous 
occasion  there  was  an  idea  that  it  meant 
the  breaking  up  of  gross  land.  His 
impression  was  that,  so  far  from  that 
being  the  case,  the  operation  of  the 
clause  would  very  much  improve  grass 
lands.  He  knew,  and  everybody  must 
know,  that  a  few  acres  of  grass  land 
would  make  ovorytking  to  a  tenant 
whose  holding  now  was  scarcely  big 
enough  for  him  to  live  upon. 

Mb.  sexton  thought  that  thia  was 
Btriotlr  a  matter  which  could  be  dealt 
with  by  the  Bill.  If  they  stuck  strictiy 
by  Jegal  ideas  in  carrying  out  this  Bill, 
what  would  happen  ?  The  tenants  would 
only  get  agricultural  holdings;  and 
without  the  grazing  rights  tbey  had 
hitherto  had  their  holdings  would  be  of 
very  little  use  to  them.  He  thought  his 
hon.  and  gallant  Friend  (Colonel  Nolan) 
wonld  do  well  to  withdraw  his  Amend- 
ment in  favour  of  that  of  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  Dublin  Connty 
(Colonel  King- Herman),  which  appeared 
to  be  very  terse  and  clear,  and  to  meet 
the  necessities  of  the  case  ;  because  if  a 
landlord  and  tenant  combined  together 
in  this  mattsr,  no  doubt  it  would  have 
an  effect  on  the  Land  Commission,  who 
would  be  more  inclined  thereby  to  take 
the  question  into  consideration. 

Mr.0'8HEA  appealed  to  the  Govern- 
ment  to  aooapt  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Member 
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for  Dublin  Coun^  (Colonel  King-Har- 
man).  There  was  no  doubt  that  unless 
this  Amsndment,  or  an  Amendment  in 
the  same  sense  was  acoepted,  a  great 
deal  of  land  that  ought  to  be  sold,  and 
would  otherwise  be  sold,  would  be 
absolutely  unsaleable.  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Galway  (Colonel  Nolan)  had  spoken 
about  Mayo  and  Galway.  He  (Mr. 
O'Shea)  could  also  speak  about  Mayo. 
He  knew  many  properties  in  that  county 
on  which  it  would  be  very  difficult  in- 
deed to  make  arrangements  with  tenants 
unless  they  could  arrange  with  regard  to 
grass  land.  In  County  Clare  there  were 
a  great  many  properties  on  which  it 
would  be  even  more  difficult  than  on 
those  in  Mayo  to  moke  sales  unless  some 
snob  Amendment  aa  that  under  con- 
Bidetation  was  accepted.  Ha  had  got 
some  land  in  County  Clare  which  it 
would  be  impossible  to  sell  unless  he 
could  cut  up  the  mountain  grnzino;  and 
bog  amongst  his  tenants.  With  the 
exception  |of  two  or  three,  it  would 
not  be  worth  the  while  of  the  tenants 
unless  they  could  buy  mountain  land  for 
gracing  purposes  in  the  portions  thsy 
required.  He  did  not  think  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attor- 
ney General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes) 
had  placed  himself  in  a  position  to  speak 
as  strongly  as  he  had  dTone  on  this  sub- 
ject. If  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  had  time  to  take  the 
opinion  of  many  of  those  be  represented 
be  would  have  found  them  as  strong 
in  favour  of  on  Amendment  like  that  of 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  oppo- 
site (Colonel  King-Harmon)  as  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  was  himself. 
ITnless  the  Government  accepted  the 
Amendment  they  would  find  that  in  a 
great  insaj  instancae — in  more  instancea 
than  they  imagined — the  BiU  would  be 
absolutely  inoperative. 

Sm  WALTEE  B.  BAETTELOT 
thought  this  question  was  one  that 
came  well  within  the  scope  of  the  Bill, 
and  one  which  the  Government  ought 
to  accept  if  they  wanted  tbe  Bill  to  be 
workable. 

Mr.  HEALT  took  a  similar  view.  He 
would  make  an  appeal  to  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentfeman  whether  it  was 
really  worth  while  keeping  up  this  dis- 
cussion ?  When  there  was  so  much  agree- 
ment on  all  sides  of  the  House  on  thia 
point,  it  was  a  shame  that  they  Bboulfl 
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ha  put  ofif  with  a  mare  teohnioal  objec- 
tion bj  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman the  Attomej  Qsner&l  for  Ireland 
(Mt.  Holmes).  TLey  were  meeting  the 
GoverDment  in  an  exceedingly  fait  man- 
ner, because  there  were  mauy  points 
that  the  Irish  Members  would  like  to 
diacuBB  if  itvere  not  for  the  late  period  of 
theSeision.  The  OoTemment  muit  con- 
fess that  thej  had  given  tham  very  much 
indulgence  in  order  to  enable  them  to 
go  on  with  tba  Bill ;  and  he  hoped,  there- 
fore, that  they  would  gracefully  accept 
this  Amendment. 

The  FIHST  O0MMIS8I0NEB  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  Plukket)  said,  his  right 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland,  who  could  not  speak 
again,  had  asked  him  to  express  on  his 
behalf  his  very  great  regret  that  he 
oould  not  accept  this  Amendment.  It 
had  been  very  carefully  considered  not 
only  by  his  right  hon.  and  learned 
Friend,  but  also  by  Lord  Ashbourne, 
who  bad  ori^ally  considered  this  Bill. 
His  right  Hon.  and  learned  Friend 
would  have  been  very  elad  if  he  could 
have  oooepted  it.  What  he  felt,  and 
the  ground  upon  which  hia  objection 
rested,  was  this— that  the  Amendment 
would  be  a  departure  from  the  principle 
of  the  Bill,  which  was  to  advance  money 
to  the  aotual  tenant  of  a  holding.  This 
was  a  proposal  to  advance  money  to  a 
person  wto  was  not  the  actual  tenant 
of  the  holding.  If  the  landlord  wanted 
to  see  to  these  people  he  could  easily  do 
BO.  It  was  not  through  unwillingneas 
that  they  oould  not  accept  the  Amend- 
ment, but  because  they  had  very  care- 
fully considered  it,  and  found  that  they 
oould  not  approve  of  the  scheme  it  in- 
Tolved. 

Hb.  MOLLOT  said,  he  did  not  con- 
sider that  a  single  reason  had  been  ad- 
Tanced  for  not  accepting  the  Amend- 
ment. Lord  Asbbonme  might  have 
considered  the  matter ;  but  then  all  the 
Irish  Members  in  that  House  without 
dissent  agreed  that  it  was  not  only  a 
usefnl,  but  a  necessary  clause.  Let  him 
take  the  case  of  bis  district.  The 
fusal  to  accept  this  Amendment  would 
take  nine-tenths  of  the  land  of  King's 
Oounty  out  of  the  operation  of  the  Bill. 
It  was  nearly  all  hog,  which  was  not  in- 
cluded in  this  Bill,  and  the  tenants  could 
not  take  advantage  of  the  Bill,  because 
if  they  did  they  would  hare  to  give  up 
their  right  to  out  bog.  While  the  Oo- 
Mr.  Sealy 
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vemment  declared  that  this  Bill  was 
brought  in  on  behalf  of  the  landlord 
and  tenant  equally  —  although  they 
might  have  different  opinions  on  that 
Bubject— they  absolutely  refused  to  pass 
a  clause  which  would  enable  them  to 
agree.  The  result  of  this  would  bo 
that  this  Bill  would  be  of  no  use  to  the 
tenants  in  his  county.  They  would  not 
give  up  the  right  to  cut  bog,  and,  there- 
fore, the  Qovemment  were  depriving 
the  people  they  said  they  desired  to  im- 

Erove  of  the  whole  benefits  of  tho  Bill. 
et  them  look  back  for  a  minute  to 
former  legislation  on  this  and  kindred 
subjects.  The  Irish  Members  had 
pressed  them  over  and  over  again  in 
regard  to  matters  of  this  sort,  but  had 
been  persistently  refused.  What  was 
the  result?  Why,  the  result  was  this — 
that  they  were  there  again  after  five 
years  to  remedy  the  obvious  miatakaa 
that  they  had  made  up  to  this  time. 
Still  they  refused  this  Amendment,  al- 
though nobody  could  find  any  reason  for 
refusing.  Gould  they  find  a  single  Irish 
Member  in  that  House  who  would  sup- 
port them  in  their  refusal  ?  They  said 
that  the  matter  had  been  considered  by 
Lord  Ashbourne  and  the  right  hon.  ana 
learned  Gentleman  opposite  (the  Attor- 
ney Qeneral  for  Ireland) ;  but  he  would 
ask  them  if  they  would  put  thf  opinions 
of  those  two  Qentlemen  against  the 
opinions  of  all  the  Irish  Members  F 
While  the  Irish  Members  were  doing 
their  best  to  help  them  they  were 
still  obstinate  in  their  refusal ;  and 
all  he  could  say  was  that,  as  far  as 
bis  county  was  concerned,  they  wers 
simply  ontting  the  tenants  in  that  county 
out  of  all  the  benefits  containsd  iu  the 
Bill. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put, 
"That  the  said  Clause  be  added  to  the 
Bill." 

Colonel  KINQ-HAEMAN  (speak- 
ing  seated,  with  head  covered) :  May  I 
ask  the  Government  whether,  if  they 
reject  this  Amendment,  they  irill  accept 
mine  which  follows? 

Mb.  speaker  :  The  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Member  is  only  entitled  to  speak  at 
this  point  upon  a  point  of  Order. 

The  House  divided: — Ayes  19;  Noas 
40  :  Majorityai.— (Div.  List,  No.  288.) 

CoLoww.  KENG-HABBIAN  said,  that 
after  the  determined  oppooilion  of  the 
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Government  he   would   not  move 
Amendment. 

Thr  ATTOENET  general  for 
XBELAND  (Mr.  Holhes),  in  moving, 
as  an  Amendment,  in  page  1,  line  22, 
after  "  1681,"  to  leave  out  to  the  end  of 
the  Bub-aeotioD,  said,  tlie  object  of  it 
iraa  tbia — tbe  sum  of  £3,000  was  in- 
verted in  the  Bill  in  Oommittee,  subject 
to  tbe  consideration  of  the  Oovemment, 
who  were  to  look  into  tbe  matter.  Thej 
found  that,  in  tbe  last  Act,  tbe  sum 
fixed  was  £3,000,  with  power  to  tbe 
ConuniaaionerB  to  raise  it  to  £S,000,  if 
the;  tbottght  fit.  Her  Kajes^'a  Govern- 
ment now  thought  it  would  be  better 
to  alter  the  sum  to  what  it  waa  in  the 
old  Aot. 

Amendment  propoeed,  in  page  1,  line 
32,  to  leave  out  from  "  1881,"  to  end 
of  Sub-aection  (a). — (ifr.  Attorney  Otnt- 
ralforlrtUnd.) 

Qnestion  proposed,  "Tbnt  tbe  words 
propoaed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
said  Bub-seodon." 

Mr.  sexton  aaid,  he  wished  to  point 
out  that  tbe  sum  of  £3,000  would  enable 
the  OommiBsioners  to  advance  money  for 
the  porohaae  of  holdings,  the  rents  of 
whioh  were  £150 ;  but  if  they  put  it  at 
£5,000  they  would  make  it  possible  to 
advance  monejfor  the  purchase  of  hold- 
ings at  rents  of  £250  per  annum.  Ba 
hardly  thought  that  Uie  Bill  was  in- 
tended for  such  large  tenants  as  that, 
and  be  thought  that  even  the  Land 
Commissioners  ought  hardly  to  have  the 

gwer  of  advancing  money  in  snoh  casee. 
•  would  not  press  his  suggestion  to  a 
division ;  but  hs  recommended  it  to  tbe 
consideration  of  ths  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  [Mr.  Holues)  said,  ho  waa 
willing  to  Accept  tbe  suggestion  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton). 

Amendment,  by  leave,  ^eithdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  lines 
33  and  24,  to  leave  out  tbe  words  "two 
thousand  pounds." — {Mr.  Atlorney  Otne- 
rtU  for  Ireland.) 

Question,  "  That  the  words  proposed 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  tbe  Clause, " 
pat,  and  ntgatietd. 

Qaestiott,  "That  the  words  'three 
thouaand  poonds'  foe  there  inserted," 
put,  and  tgrttd  to. 
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Mr.  HEALY  moved,  in  page  I,  line 
24,  at  tbe  end  of  tbe  foregoing  Amend- 
ment,  to  insert  the  words— 

"  And  prorided  that  if  the  landlord  agraw  to 
sell  to  any  ptirson  who  hat  been  evioted  on  hii 
MUt«  the  word  '  tenants '  in  thii  seotion  shall 
include  any  sach  pareoD." 

There  was  no  greater  eyesore  in  the 
country  at  the  preaent  time  than  the 
number  of  tenants  who  had  been  evicted, 
and  they  were  tbe  cause  of  all  tbe  mis- 
chief which  took  place,  and  for  that  rea- 
son he  moved  bis  Amendment.  If  the 
Government  would  consent  to  accept  it, 
they  would  do  away  with  a  great  deal 
of  the  trouble  which  existed.  It  would 
put  an  end  to  a  great  deal  of  the  distress 
of  the  people,  to  the  shooting  of  care- 
takers, to  the  houghing  of  oatUe,  and  to 
all  those  evils  which  had  been  a  run- 
ning sore  throughont  the  country  for 
years. 


Thr  ATTOENET  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Houizs)  regretted  that 
this  wa»  an  Amendment  to  whioh  he 
must  object.  Tbe  principle  of  the  Bill 
was  to  deal  with  existing  tenants,  and 
an  evicted  tenant  was  not  a  tenant.  It 
was  already  possible  for  tbe  landlord  to 
reinstate  a  tenant  in  the  possession  of 
his  farm,  in  order  to  deal  with  him 
under  this  Bill ;  and,  therefore,  tbii 
Amendment  was  nnneaessary. 

Mr.  O'SHE a  pointed  out  that  the  re- 
instatement of  the  tenant  by  the  land- 
lord would  be  a  very  roundabout  way 
of  dealing  with  tbe  matter.  Suppose, 
moreover,  the  landlord  reinstated  an 
evicted  tenant,  and  the  sale  was  not 
effected,  he  would  still  be  a  tenant,  and 
could  appeal  to  tbe  Court  for  the  piuv 

Mr.  SEXTON  recognized  that  the 
Government  had  made  a  good  start  by 
attempting  to  govern  Ireland  with  the 
ordinary  law,  and  they  would  see  what 
would  happen  during  the  coming  winter. 
He  should  have  thought,  however,  that 
they  would  have  done  well  by  accepting 
this  Amendment,  which  would  have  re- 
moved one  of  the  niost  perilous  elements 
in  the  country  during  the  winter.  Seeing 
that  they  had  replaced  coercion  with  the 
ordinary  law  they  would  have  done  a 
wise  thing  to  have  made  thia  ( 
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CoLOMELKING-HAItirANwaa  bound 
to  say  that  lie  abould  oppose  this  Amend- 
ment. It  seemed  to  liiia  to  be  an  absurd : 
thing  to  Bay  that  the  State  should  trust  a 
nan  whose  only  claim  to  be  trneted  vae 
that  be  had  not  paid  his  rent,  and  had 
been  very  properly  evioted  in  oonse- 
qnence.  It  would  raise  a  very  bad  feel- 
ing indeed  amongst  the  honest  tenants 
if  they  saw  these  people  put  in  as  State 
tenants  on  as  good  terms  as  they  them* 
selves  obtain  ed. 

Mr.  DAWSON  thought  the  OoTern- 
ment  should  put  in  this  Amendment  as 
an  intimation  to  the  landlords,  who  bad 
so  much  to  do  with  the  goremment  of 
Ireland,  that  they  had  commenced  a  new 
era  in  the  administration  of  that  counti7. 
If  they  desired  the  suocoss  of  their  Bill 
they  certainly  would  insert  it,  and  ho 
bad  no  doubt  they  would  eventually 
have  to  thank  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Monaghan  (Mr.  Healy)  for 
having  suggested  it.  Tbs  hon.  and 
learned  Member  had  put  his  mark  on 
another  Act,  and  if  his  suggestions  had 
been  more  fully  carried  out  they  would 
not  be  in  the  position  they  were  in  now. 
If  they  put  a  "  Healy  Clause  "  in  this 
Bill  they  would  probably  make  it  a 
Buceess. 

Mb.  p.  J.  POWEE  merely  rose  to 
corroborate  what  had  fallen  from  his 
bon.  Friends.  He  thought  that  if  a 
good  many   of  these  people  had    the 
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power  of  appealing  to  the  Courts  they 
would  be  able  to  prove  that  they  were 
evicted  for  the  non-payment  of  impos- 
sible rents.  They  ought  to  accept  the 
Amendment.  There  were  many  diffi- 
oulties  in  the  v&j  of  carrying  out  the 
suggestion  of  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Qentlemon  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land, beoaase  if  onoe reinstated  the  tenant 
might  double  on  the  landlord,  and  place 
Mm  in  a  very  false  position.  As  another 
bon.  Member  had  pointed  out  also,  it  was 
in  the  interest  of  peace  during  thecoming 
winter  that  they  asked  for  this  proposal 
to  be  accepted. 

8ia  JCJSEPH  M'KENNA  reaUy 
thought  the  Government  ought  to  accept 
this  Amendment.  If  the  landlord  bad 
to  replace  the  evicted  tenant  in  the  posi- 
tiou  of  an  existing  tenant  before  he  could 
deal  with  him  he  would  be  placing  him- 
self in  a  very  false  position,  because  the 
Land  Court  might  not,  after  aU,  allow 
the  purchase  mousy.  It  would  be  a 
very  bard  thing,  under  those  circum- 


stances, that  they  should  saddle  the  land- 
lord with  a  tenant  whom  be  had  pre- 
viously had  to  evict. 

The  CHANCELLOE  of  thb  EXCHE- 
QUER hoped  that  hon.  Members  would 
not  prolong  this  discoesion.  It  was  now 
3  o'clock  in  the  morning 

Hr.  HEALY:  We  did  not  b^is 
until  2.  Wo  were  waiting  all  that 
time.  

TheCHANCELLOBoftheEXOHE- 
aUEB  said,  that  if  bon.  Members 
wished  to  persevere  with  the  proposal 
he  would  be  perfectly   willing   to  ad- 

4' ourn  the  debate;  but  in  that  case  the 
till  would  have  to  take  its  chanoe.  All 
these  points  bad  been  raised  in  Oom- 
mittee 

Ms.  HEALT:  Never  before;  nevOT 
mentioned  before. 

Tub  CHANCELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER said,  that  at  all  events  a  great 
many  things  had  been  discussed  in  Com- 
mittee, and  had  been  then  decided.  Hia 
right  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  At- 
torney Q-eneral  for  Ireland  had  pro- 
pared  Amendments  to  meet  all  the 
points  that  were  then  raised,  and  was 
ready  to  move  them ;  but  if  new- 
Amendments  were  to  be  raised  it  ap< 
peared  to  him  that  they  would  never 
finish  the  discussion  of  the  Bill.  He 
would  make  an  appeal  to  bon.  Members 
in  the  most  friendly  spirit  to  conclude 
this  debate,  which  he  thought  had  been 
very  inconveniently  prolonged  for  all  of 

Mb.  MOLLOT  said,  the  remarks  of 
the  Chanoellor  of  the  Exchequer  were 
not  quite  fair  to  Irish  Members.  They 
had  waited  through  the  night  un^ 
the  Bill  was  reached,  and  when  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  complained  of  new 
Amendments  he  should  remember  that 
they  now  heard  the  Qovemment  Amend- 
ments for  the  first  time,  and  had  at 
once  to  weigh  and  seriously  consider 
them.  These  Amendments  were  half 
promised  by  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  when  the  Bill  was  in  Committee; 
but  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man had  minimized  the  demands  Irish 
Members  made,  and  the  fulfilment  of 
the  promises  ho  gave.  Certainly  on  this 
particular  point  be  agreed  they  should 
take  a  division  for  their  own  sakes,  to 
have  it  on  record  that  they  made  this 
offer  and  it  was  refused. 

Mb.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  swd,  be  was 
exceedingly  sorry  the  Qovemment  had 
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Line  25,  after  "  Oommieeion,"  insert 
"thereupon." 

Glanse  5  (Furohase  of  estates  and 
holdings). 

Amendment  propoaed, 

In  Una  3T,  aft*r  "  thereof,"  intart — "  Pro- 
vided tuch  pUTOhtue  of  estate  shall  only  be 
msde  if  the  Land  Oommission  are  reawnably 
ntiifled  that  fonr-flftha  of  the  valae  of  tho 
boldingft  will  be  purcbaied.  Thii  proTiaion 
maj  be  relaxed  on  special  grounds  with  the 
conient  oF  the  Treaaiuy.  bnt  only  when  the  Land 
Commiiaion  are  rnaionably  latiifled  that  hold- 
ing! of  not  teaa  than  three-fourths  in  Talus  will 
bo  puTchaaed." — (Mr,  Alltmag  Ocntral  far  Irt- 
U«d.) 


Ua.  .SEXTON  said,  the  ailment  of 
the  preTious  night  was  that  a  smaU 
number  of  tenants  might  coeroe  the 
majority  of  tenants,  who,  front  one 
cause  or  another,  were  unwilling  to 
enter  into  negotiations  for  purohase ; 
and  if  the  Land  Commission  ooold  in- 
duce four-fifths  in  Talus  of  the  tenants 
to  hu;  them,  the  remainder  would  hare 
to  submit  to  the  transfer  of  the  power 
over  them  from  one  landlord  to  another. 
The  advent  of  8  new  landlord  was  a 
thing  Irish  tenants  did  not  regard  with 
any  confidence.  Gould  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  suggest  any 
qualifying  words? 

The  attorney  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Hulueb)  said,  be  would 
agree  to  making  the  proportion  four- 
fiftha  in  value  and  number. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  tho  said 
proposed  Amendment,  after  "  value," 
insert  "  and  number." 

Amendment  agrud  to. 

Amendment,  as  amended,  agrttd  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  after  "value," 
in  last  line  but  one,  insert  "  and  num- 
ber." 

Amendment  agrMd  to. 

Amendment  proposed, 

AtandodineST,  to  add — "AndineTerraDch 
trnnialtion  of  the  purcliaBa  of  an  eatate  or  nold- 
ing  that  the  I^nd  Commiuioa  ahall  retain  not 
leaa  than  one-flfth  of  the  pumhaae  to  tatiafy  tb« 
purpoeea  of  the  gnarantae  dapodt  aa  defined  b j 
aaction  3  of  this  Act. "~( if r,  Sixlon.) 

The  attorney  GENERAL  k>» 
IRELAND  (Ur.  Holubs)  said,  if  the 
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taken  up  this  position.  They  had  tho 
opportunity,  in  a  very  simple  way,  to  do 
aneat  good  and  avoid  a  great  evil. 
'What  harm  could  oome  of  the  Amend- 
ment ?  Landlords  need  not  treat  with 
their  Qvieted  tenants  unless  they  chose . 
there  was  no  compulsion;  it  was  only 
giving  them  the  chance  of  doing  so. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Dublin 
County  (Colonel  King-Harman)  said  if 
this  were  done  it  would  be  putting  on  a 
level  men  who  had  paid  their  honest 
debts  and  those  who  had  not.  That 
amounted  to  a  statement  that  all  the 
evicted  tenants  were  dishonest  men  who 
refused  to  pay  their  juit  debts  ;  but  that 
was  a  statement  he  altogether  denied. 
Collectively  those  tenants  were  as  honest 
aa  any  in  the  land ;  but  they  failed  to 
pay  exorbitant  rack-rents  —  dishonest 
claims,  though  legally  exacted — and  so 
they  were  evicted  from  their  holdings. 
In  this  lay  an  evil  and  danger  to  society 
in  Ireland,  and  he  was  surprised  that 
the  Qovemment  had  not  grasped  this 
mode  of  dealing  with  it  harmlessly, 
without  iinury  to  any  class  in  the 
country.  He  hoped  it  was  not  too 
late  to  appeal  to  the  Grovemment  to 
reoonsider  their  determination.  No 
class  could  reasonably  object  if  tho 
Government  seized  this  opportunity  to 
settle  a  great  difficulty.  The  more  he 
thought  of  it,  the  better  and  simpler 
the  proposal  seemed.  Upon  the  Go- 
vernment must  rest  the  responsibility  of 
needlessly  refusing  a  simple  proposition 
which,  if  accepted,  would  produce  excel- 
lent  effects  in  Ireland  from  every  pos- 
sible point  of  view. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divtdtd: — Ayes  II ;  Noes 
45  :  Majority  34.— (Div.  List,  No.  289.) 

Glanse  8  (Deposit  of  money  as  gua- 
rantee fund). 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Attoshzt  Qknzru. 
for  InuiiD  the  following  Amendments 
made: — In  page  2,  Una  18,  leave  out 
ttom  "  until,"  to  "  and,"  and  insert — 

"  They  Mcartain  by  order  deolaring  that  the 
person  sparing  for  the  advance  haa  paid  t« 
the  CommudoneTa  a  aom  equal  to  the  guarantee 
depoait." 

Lino  24,  after  "yet,"  insert— 
"  Suoh  order  ahall  not  ha  made  nnleia  the 
Land  Commiaaion  have  eiercieed  any  power 
for  the  nla  of  the  holding  whiah  they  may 
legally  exereiae,  and  have  failed  to  realiaa  by 
(uehaale  BaDhauniadnetotheni,oruDle«iitap- 
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hon.  Member  would  strike  oat  the 
words  "  or  holdine  "  he  bad  no  objeo- 
tton  to  tbe  remainder. 

Amendment  proposed  to  tbe  laid  pro- 
poaed  Amendment,  to  omit  tbe  words 
"orbolding." 

Amendment  tgrud  to. 

Amendment,  as  amended,  agrud  tt. 

Olansa  7  (Sales  of  residues). 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  4,  line 
24,  to  leave  out  tbe  words  "do  not," 
and  insert  " cannot."— (J&.  SmUh.) 

Amendment  agrud  to. 

Olanse  8  (Vesting  order  in  lieu  of 
convejanoe). 

Mb.  sexton  B&id,  it  was  of  im- 
poTtanoe  tbst  the  Commission  sbould 
not  sell  to  other  than  tenants  above  a 
certain  portion  of  the  estate.  Could  a 
Proviso  m  that  direotion  be  inserted  ? 

Th8  ATTOBNEY  GENEEAL  roH 
IBELAND  (Mr.  Houibs)  said,  it  was 
impossible  to  do  that.  It  had  been 
alreadj'  settled  in  the  5th  clause  under 
what  oonditiona  the  Land  Commission 
could  purchase.  Tbey  ooald  only  pur- 
chase when  satisfied  that  four-fifths  of 
tbe  tenants  were  willing  to  buy,  and  it 
was  obviooB  tbe  remaioicg  fifth  must  be 
sold  in  some  way. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Atioksst  Qensrai. 
for  IsELAMD  the  following  Amendments 
made: — Page  b,  line  2,  after  "pur- 
chaser," insert  "free  from  all  ohargea 
if  the  vesting  order  ao  declare;  "  line  2, 
to  leave  out  "  rights  and  casements  ;  " 
line  4,  leave  out  "rights  and  ease- 
ments." 

Olanae  9  (Charges  and  rights  subject 
to  which  the  sale  may  be  made}. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENEEAL  fob 
IBELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  said,  he  pK>- 
posed  to  strike  out  the  words  "with  the 
assent  of  tbe  purohaser."  The  words 
were  inserted  by  the  late  Attorney 
General,  and  in  themselves  were  unob- 
jectionable ;  but  looking  at  the  matter 
carefully  a  lawyer  might  bold  that  they 
might  have  the  effect  of  injuring  the  title 
of  the  purchaser.  That  was  the  only 
reason  ;  and  his  attention  had  been 
called  to  it  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Monaghan  (Mr.  Healy). 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  S,  line 

34,  after  the  word  "  fit,"  to  leave  out 

The  Attorney  Qeneralfer  IrtUuut 
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the  words  "  with  the  assent  of  the  pur- 
ohaser."—  {Mr.  AUorney  Gtnoral  /or 
Ireland.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  oat  stand  part  of  tlM 
Clause." 

Mb.  sexton  said,  he  was  sorry  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Derry  (Mr.  Walker)  was  not 
present,  because  he  attached  importaDoe 
to  the  words,  which  he  held  to  be  a  pro- 
tection for  the  purohaser  against  the 
insertion  of  oertam  conditions  attaching 
to  the  holding. 

Amendment  tgrui  U. 

Clause  13  (Sales  to  be  for  a'groa 
sum.    Stamp  dut^.] 

On  Motion  of  Colonel  Xnra-HAucAs 
the  following  Amendment  made: — 
Page  8,  line  15,  after  "  Act  "  insert — 

"  And  ihall  tnnsmit  ocpiw  th«reapon  to  ths 
Olerk  of  the  Fe*oe  of  Uie  codc^  in  which  the 
holding  ii  ntoated  tor  ths  purpoie  of  lonl 
regiitratiDQ." 

Clause  15  (Injunction  to  put  purchaser 
in  possession). 

Mk.  sexton  said,  the  clause  pro- 
vided that  theLand Commission,  having 
exercised  their  power  as  mortgagees  over 
the  eale  of  the  holding,  should  proceed 
to  exercise  the  functions  of  a  tribunal  to 
the  extent  of  issuing  an  order  to  tha 
Sheriff  for  the  purpose  of  patting  the 
pUTchaBerin  possession.  Snraly  that  was 
an  exoessive  concentration  of  power. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  8, 
line  3,  to  leave  out  the  words  "or  the 
liand  Commission." — {Mr.  Sexton.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  ths 
Clause." 

CoLONEi.  EINQ-HABMAN  said,  ha 
hoped  tbe  Qoverament  would  not  agree 
to  this  Amendment  in  a  hurried  manner. 
He  did  not  see  why  the  Land  Oommis- 
sion  should  not  exercise  theee  f  unctions. 
That  tbe  Bill  had  been  drawn  with 
great  care  was  the  reason  put  forward 
against  important  and  useful  Amend- 
ments on  the  previous  night. 

The  ATTOBNEY  GENERAL  pob 
IBELAND  (Mr.  Houiks)  said,  it  was 
impossible  that  the  draftsman  oould 
observe  the  oonseqaenoeB  of  every  point. 
It  certainly  would  be  an  anomaly  that 
the  plaintiff  in  anoc^on  should  issue  tlio 
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order,  aad  the  clause  provided  tlie  alter- 
nativee  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice 
and  the  County  Court. 

Amendmeat  agr»»i  to. 

Clause  16  (Additional  membere  and 
officers  of  the  Land  Commission). 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Attoew ey  Gehbeal 
for  iBEiiAKD  the  following  Amendment 
made: — Page  9,  line  19,  leave  out 
"  Lord  Lieutenant  may  from  time  to 
time  by  order  direct  that;"  line  21, 
after  "Act,"  leave  out  "or  such  Mem- 
ber or  Members  of  the  Iiand  Comnus- 
non  as  he  thinks  fit." 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  lins  23,  to  insert :— "  ProTidsd,  That  tba 
Lord  Li«at«iiant  m&yfrom  time  to  time  orda 
that  saDh  sdditiaoal  Members  of  the  Land  Com- 
miniini  shall  perform  luoh  other  duties  oa  they 
would  hsvo  performed  if  named  in  the  Statute 
'Tdnd  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  lSSi,'aa  Members  of 
the  Land  Commisnon  other  than  Judicial  Com- 
misdoners."  —  [Mr.  AUtntty  Otnn-al  for  In- 
land.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Ms.  SEXTON  said,  this  appeared  to 
carry  out,  so  far  as  it  wont,  the  under- 
standing arrived  at  in  Committee  that 
the  new  Commisaionera  should  help  in 
the  work  of  the  old  Commissioners;  but 
a  litigant  should  have  the  power  of 
claiming  the  assistance  of  the  Judicial 
Oommissioner. 

The  ATTOENET  GENEEAL  pok 
IBELAND  (Mr.  Holueb)  said,  this  was 
provided  later  on. 

Amendment  agrud  to. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Attobnkt  Gkkekai. 
for  laxLAND  the  following  Amendments 
made  : — Page  9,  line  24,  leare  out  from 
the  beginning  of  the  lino  to  "may," 
and  insert  "  additional  CommisdoneTs  or 
either  of  them ; "  and  in  line  26,  after 
"by,"  leave  out  "him,"  and  insert 
"  them  or  either  of  tbem." 

Line  27,  after  "Land  Commission," 
insert— 

"  NotwithstandiDg  snythiiig  hsrainbefoie 
oonbuned  an;  person  interested  shall  he  entitled 
to  raqoirethatany  question  of  lav  ariaing  under 
this  Act  shall  be  hecud  and  determinM  by  a 
Jadioial  Coramissionar  sitting  with  the  said  ad- 
ditional Commisiionere." 

Clause  17  (Of&cera  of  Landed  Estates 
Court  may  be  transferred  to  or  serve  as 
officers  of  the  Land  Commission). 
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On  Motion  of  Mr.  Attoenet  OEifERAi. 
for  IrbljUid  the  following  Amendments 
made  ; — Page  10,  lins  4.  after  "  Act " 
insert  "to  the  Land  Judges  of  the 
Chancery  Division  of  the  High  Court 
or ;"  page  9,  line  41,  after  "  the  "  insert 
"  said,"  and  leave  out  from  "  Land 
Judges"  to  "may,"  inline  42. 

Clause  18  (fieoeiversbip  jurisdiction 
of  the  Land  Judges). 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Attobitet  Qenehai, 
for  TnBr.ATTti  the  following  Amendment 
made: — Page  10,  Una  16,  after  "jus- 
tice," insert  "  or  any  Judge  or  Judaea 
of  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy." 

Clause  20  (Bules). 

At  end,  insert — 

"Theforau  and  tablet  shall  be  settled  and 
the  orders  adapted  by  the  Land  CommiwiaD  for 
ths  purposes  of  this  Act." 

Clause  SI  (Bepeal  of  provisiona  in- 
oonsistent  with  this  Act). 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Attoutet  Gxmibal 
for  Ibelutd  the  following  Amendment 
made:— Page  10,  line  38,  leave  out 
from  "so"  to  "so"  in  line  34,  and 
inaert — 

' '  Notwithstanding  anything  contaiaed  in  ths 
4eth  section  of  the  Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act, 
1881,  to  the  contrary,  any  person  asgriered  by 
a  decision  may,  on  a  question  of  uw  or  pM- 
ceduie  under  this  Aot,  appeal  to  the  Coort  of 
Appeal  in  Ireland,  and." 

Clause  35  (Saving  for  the  Land  Law 
(Ireland)  Aot,  1881.  44  and  45  Tict. 
0.  49.) 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Attobkbt  Genmkal 
for  lBBi.Aiai  the  following  Amendment 
made  : — Page  12,  lino  87,  leave  out  the 
second  paragraph. 

Clause  26  (Interpretation). 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Attornst  Oxnekal 
for  Tbpiivii  the  following  Amendment 
made: — Page  18,  line  13,  at  end,  add — 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 

time." — {Mr.  Attorney  Qtntral  for  Ir»- 

land.) 
Motion  agrud   to.    (Queen's  eoMMt 

signified). 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  patttd, 
with  Amendments. 
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EDUCATIONAL     ENDOWHEKTS     {IBS- 
LAND)   BILL  [Zi?rA]-[Bu,L  176.] 
{Ur.  Atlanuy  QtntnlfoT  InUttd.) 
BECOMD    REAima. 

Order  for  Second  Readiitg  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Sill  be  now  read  a  secoad 
time." — {Mr.  Atlontty  Otnfral  for  Irt- 
land.) 

Mb.  sexton  said,  under  aause  4  of 
this  Bill  the  Lord  Lieutenant  would 
hare  power  to  appoint  three  CommiB- 
eioners  for  the  purposes  of  the  Aot ;  but 
he  thought  that  would  be  too  small  a 
Board  to  efficiently  dlBcharge  the  duties 
to  be  entrusted  to  it.  The  number,  he 
thought,  should  be  increased  to  five. 
Power  was  proposed  to  the  Commis- 
sioners under  OlauBe  5  to  transfer  en- 
dowments for  elementary  education  to 
the  management  of  the  Commissioners 
of  National  Education,  and  he  took  the 
opportunity  of  saying  he  should  oppose 
any  such  transfer  of  power.  The  Com- 
missionersofNationalEducation  used  the 
powers  they  had  badly,  and  no  funds 
available  under  this  Bill  should  be  ap- 
plied by  them.  If  necessary,  let  toe 
Board  of  National  Education  have  an 
inspecting  power ;  but  he  believed  its 
existence  would  be  a  short  one,  and  soon 
determined.  He  should  certainly  make 
bis  objection  to  this  part  of  the  clause 
in  Committee. 

Mr.  lea  said,  it  was  very  late,  and 
scarcely  worth  while  to  proceed  with  the 
second  reading  of  an  important  Bill. 
Some  of  his  Friends  from  the  North  of 
Ireland  had  strong  objection  to  the  BilL 
Would  not  the  Ooremment  defer  oon- 
sideration  of  the  Bill  to  a  time  when 
there  would  be  a  better  attendance  of 
Members  thau  could  be  expected  at  half- 
past  3? 

Thb  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  fo» 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holuxs)  said,  he  was 
very  much  surprised  at  the  statement  of 
the  hon.  Member,  that  some  of  his 
Friends  entertained  strong  objection  to 
the  Bill,  because  he  had  been  assured 
that  the  late  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land (Mr.  Walker)  and  other  Members 
from  the  North  of  Ireland  were  strongly 
in  favour  of  the  Bill  and  anxious  to  bring 
it  forward.  As  to  what  had  been  said 
by  the  hoD.  Member  for  Sligo,  he  had  to 
say  that  he  had  placed  an  Amendment 
on  the  Paper  for  Committee,  by  which 


the  number  of  Commissioners  would  be 
increased  to  five,  and  also  an  Amend- 
ment to  the  5th  clause  omitting  the 
power  of  transfer  to  the  Natioul 
Boards. 

Mr.  HEALY  said,  while  offering  no 
opposition  to  this  stage  of  the  Bill,  it  vu 
right  he  should  express  the  opinion  that 
the  Bill  could  by  no  means  be  acoepwd 
as  a  settlement  of  the  question  *ith 
which  it  dealt.  Though  they  migM 
allow  the  Bill  to  pass  this  year,  Irieh 
Members  thought  it  right  to  guard  tb«m- 
selves  from  aUowing  it  to  be  supposed 
that  they  accepted  it  as  a  settlemenl  at 
grievances  such  as  that  in  connectjoa 
with  the  Swords  School.  It  was  necet- 
aary  something  should  be  dona  to  stop 
such  scandals ;  and  in  allowing  the  BiU 
to  pass  now  he  guarded  himeeu  sgainet 
any  admission  that  this  was  the  closing 
chapter  of  the  controversy.  It  was  not 
surprising  that  the  position  of  the  Bill 
should  be  unknown  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  Donegal  (Mr.  Lea)  and  his  Friends, 
seeing  the  way  in  which  they  dtscharged 
their  Parliamentary  duties.  The  Bill 
had  been  twice  passed  by  the  Housa  of 
Lords,  last  Session  and  this  Session,  st 
the  instance  of  the  late  Qovernment ;  and 
of  course,  had  they  now  been  in  pooer, 
the  hon.  Member  for  Donegal  would  not 
have  ventured  an  objection  to  the  Bill     | 

Motion  agrtei  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  etamiiUi 
for  To-morrow. 

INFANT8  BILL  [Z»rA,]-[BiLL  167.] 
{Mr.  Sryea.) 
COlCIflTTEE. 

Mr.  ONSLOW  said,  he  did  not  know 
who  had  charge  of  this  Bill,  or  if  wj 
instructions  had  been  given  in  respect 
to  it? 

Ma.  SPEAKER:  To  ho  deferred  to 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  ONSLOW  said,  that  thw  hid 
been  told  by  the  Leader  of  the  Homo 
that  only  Government  Bills  would  be 
taken  on  the  Wednesday ;  and  fl*  «» 
Bill  contained  matter  for  grave  di»ni- 
sion  he  begged  to  move  that  it  be  taken 
on  Friday.  , 

Mr.  speaker  :  It  is  a  moat  uhmoU 
course  to  take  in  the  absence  of  the  Mem- 
ber in  charge  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  ONSLOW  said,  he  would  bag 
leave  to  point  out  that  a  most  unmuu 
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course  wm  propoaed  in  putting  the  Bill 
dowa  for  Wednesday  ^er  the  Leader 
of  the  House  had  said  the  adjournment 
would  be  moved  after  CtoTeTiimeiitBasi- 
nees  was  disposed  of.  This  unusual 
course  justified  him  in  takiuf^  a  course 
irhioh,  though  unusual,  was  in  acoord- 
ance  with  the  Bules  of  the  House. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Committee  be  deferred  till 
Friday."— (Jfr.  OmIok.) 

Motion  agreti  to. 

PREVENTION  OF  CRIMES  AMENDMENT 

BILL— [ZiwA.]-[Bin.  S3.] 

(Jfr.  Tomlinton.) 

coifiinTBs.     [adjocened  debate.] 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Question  [27th  July],  "  That 
Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair  " 
(for  Committee  on  the  Prevfotion  of 
Grimes  Amendment  Bill)  \_.Lord»]. 

Question  again  proposed. 

Debate  ratmui. 

Question  put,  and  agrted  to. 

Bill  eontidtrei  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee,] 

Clause  1  (Construction  and  short  title). 

Mr.  HEALY  moved  that  Frogress  be 
reported. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progrese, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again."— (Jfr. 
Stttlg.) 

Thk  TINDEE  SECEETART  of 
STATE  FOR  iHi  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT (Mr.  STUAHT-WoRTtEY)  said, 
there  was  no  opposition  to  the  Bill,  and 
he  appealed  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  to  allow  it  to  go  through.  It 
merely  dealt  with  summary  jurisdiction 
over  minor  oSences,  and  the  obstructioe 
of  the  police  in  the  execution  of  their 
duty. 

Mr.  sexton  said,  there  ought  to 
be  some  little  more  explanation.  Police 
officers  in  Ireland  executed  their  duty  in 
such  a  way  that  it  was  rather  meritorious 
than  otherwise  to  obstruct  them.  Did 
the  Bill  include  Ireland?  If  it  were 
limited  to  England  he  had  no  objec- 
tion. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  said,  as  an  Amend- 
ment to  the  Act,  the  Bill  did,  to  some 
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extent,  apply  to  Ireland  ;  but  he  had  no 
objection  to  exempt  Ireland. 

Mb.  HEALY  said,  then  he  had  no 
objection  to  the  Bill,  and  would  with- 
draw his  Motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdraan. 

Clause  agrtid  to. 

Clause  2  (Extension  of  34  and  35 
Vict.  c.  112,  a.  12). 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
13,  to  leave  out  after  "  duty,"  to  end  of 
Clause. — {Mr.  Tomlinion.) 

Amendment  agritd  to. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  pa^e  1,  line  1«,  et  end,  to  add;— "Pro- 
vidad,  That  in  casae  to  which  tho  said  recited 
act  is  eitended  by  this  Act,  the  person  con- 
victed shall  not  be  liahlo  to  ■  greater  penalty 
than  five  pounds,  or,  in  default  o(  payment,  to 
be  impriMnad  with  or  without  hard  labour  for 


0  moatia."— [Mr,  Tom- 


Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to, 
Eemaining  Clauses  egrud  to. 

New  Clause  {This  Act  shall  not  apply 
to  Ireland,)— (Jfr-  Tomlimon.) — read  the 
first  and  second  time,  and  added  to  the 
Bill. 

Bin  reported ;  as  amended,  eontidtrti  : 
read  the  third  time,  and  patied,  with 
Amendments. 

RITEE  THAMES  (No.  2.)  BILL. -[Bill  M.] 
[Mr.  Story ^Mashetyne,  Sir  MithatI  Hieii-Btaeh, 
Sir.  Elton,  Mr.    Waltir  Jamct,  Mr.  Stllai; 
Mr.  Mollof.) 
lords'  amemdmbnts. 
Lords'  Amendments  eoniidered. 
Amendment  proposed. 
After  "atoam  launch,"  insert  "and  for  the 
prevention  of  the  pollution  of  the  riTer  by  the 
sewage  of  any  houm  boat  or  ateam  launch. "~ 
(ifr.    r.  U.  Smith.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  add  to  the  Lords  Amendment— "  Or  to 
give  any  riparian  owntr  any  right  aa  against 
the  publio  which  he  did  not  possess  before  the 
passing  of  this  Act  to  eiclude  any  persoii  from 
navigating  any  backwater,  chonnel  creek,  bay, 
or  water  way,  whether  deemed  part  of  the 
RiTer  Thames,  as  deSned  by  thia  Act,  or  not," 
-(Jfr.  W.  H.  Smith.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
3  0 
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Lords    Amendments,    as    amended, 
agned  to. 
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vote  op  thanks  to  her  ma. 

jestt-s  military  and  naval 

fobces.— resolution. 
Tex  Uabquess  of  SALISBURT, 
rieinfr,  aocording  to  Notioe,  to  move  that 
the  Thanks  of  the  House  be  given  to 
General  Lord  Wolseley,  General  Sir 
Gerald  Graham,  Lord  John  Hay,  and 
all  the  other  Officers  and  Men  of  the 
Arm;  and  Navy,  for  the  eldll,  courage, 
and  ability  «i^  which  they  hare  con- 
dncted  the  operations  in  the  Soudan, 
said:  Uy  Lords,  in  rising  to  perform 
this,  to  me,  agreeable  duty,  I  feel  ae- 
rared  that  I  may  call  upon  your  Lord- 
ships  to  render  that  tribute  which  you 
always  willingly  give  to  thoae  who  have 
risked  much,  and  have  home  much,  in 
circumBtances  of  great  emergency  in  the 
service  of  their  Queen  and  country.  I 
believe  that  there  is  no  honour  which 
Her  Majesty's  Forces  value  so  much  as 
the  thanks  of  the  two  Houses  of  Farlia* 
ment ;  and  I  am  sure  that  there  has  been 
no  oondition,  no  set  of  circum stances,  in 
which  they  have  better  deserved  such  a 
guerdon  at  your  Lordships' hands.  Andin 
oouaidering  their  merits  you  must  keep 
out  of  sight  altogether  the  precise  re- 
sults and  outcome  of  the  labours  which 
they  have  gone  through  and  the  dangers 
which  they  have  incurred.  Of  course, 
my  Lords,  this  ie  not  the  moment  at 
which  I  should  revive  any  controversial 
topics,  and  I  only  wUb  to  say  that  you 
must  look  npou  this  fact— that  they 
failed  to  fulfil  the  main  purpose  for 
which  they  were  sent  out  through  no 
fault  of  their  own.  The  prize  of  success 
was  taken  from  them,  as  it  were,  by  an 
overmastering  destiny;  by  the  action 
of  causes,  whatever  their  nature,  over 
which  they  themselves  had  no  more  con- 
trol than  they  would  have  over  a  tem- 
pest  or  an  earth(^uake ;  and  the  dut; 
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which  they  were  sent  to  perform  was 
one  of  singular  difficulty  and  great 
danger,  and  surrounded  by  cironm- 
atances  strange  to  the  experience  of  the 
British  Army,  and  calling  forth  soma 
of  the  greatest  qualities  which  that 
Army  has  or  could  ever  display.  The 
generalship  displayed  by  Lord  Wolse- 
ley  in  that  Campaign  along  the  Nile  has 
won  the  tribute  of  many  high  authon* 
ties  among  the  most  militair  nations  of 
Europe;  and  while  the  work  was  going 
ou  it  was  watched  with  mingled  solici- 
tude and  admiration  by  speotatora  Arom 
foreign  oonntriee  and  under  every  Go* 
vemment ;  and  everybody  must  have 
felt  that  Lord  Wolseley  displayed  sin- 
gular and  unusual  qualities  m  fighting 
against  the  strange  and  unaccustomed 
difficulties  with  which  he  had  to  oon- 
tend,  and  those  qualities  wero  more 
than  emulated  and  seconded  by  the 
officers  and  men  under  his  command. 
He  had  to  send  an  Expedition  more 
than  1,400  miles,  mainly  along  a  river 
torn  with  cataracts,  among  deserts  in 
which  neither  food  nor  water  was  to  be 
had,  and  in  the  face  of  enemies  fighting 
in  their  own  country,  skilled  in  their 
own  warfare,  and  animated  by  that  for- 
midable mixture  of  religious  fanaticism 
and  military  spirit  which  the  religion  of 
Islam  eeems  ^one  to  have  the  secret  of 
conferring  upon  Its  votaries.  This  tre- 
mendous task  he  performed  in  an  in- 
credibly short  space  of  time,  and,  con- 
'^  '  g  what  he  had  to  go  through, 
ingularly  little  loss  of  life,  and 
with  preparations  which  seldom,  if  ever, 
failed  in  their  object.  And  the  men, 
whether  they  were  forcing  their  boats 
up  cataracts,  or  whether  they  were  en- 
gaged in  the  unpleasant  and  unaccus- 
tomed duty  of  conducting  camel  con- 
voys across  the  Desert,  or  whether  they 
were  engaged  in  fighting  with  Arabs, 
whose  like  they  had  never  met  before, 
showed  throughout  the  peculiar  quali- 
ties for  which  British  soldiers  hare 
always  been  celebrat«d.  It  was  a 
campaign  which  must  have  beeu  very 
trying  to  the  spirit  of  any  army ;  but  it 
made  a  special  appeal  to  what  may  be 
called  especial  British  qualities.  There 
are  many  armies  which  show  as  much, 
it  may  be  even  greater,  fire  and  impulse 
in  the  middle  of  battle,  in  the  inspirit- 
ing charge,  in  fighting  a  pitched  condict, 
when  foos  are  ranged  together  face  to 
face  in  the  battle  field ;  but  there  is  no 
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army  which  ahowB  in  an  equal  degree 
the  qoalides  of  patient  eDdurance,  of 
steady  discipline,  and  of  determination 
through  long aodexhauBting  and  ansiuus 
eerrice,  to  do  all,  to  bear  all,  to  dare  all, 
rather  than  to  fail  for  an  instant  to  ftdfil 
the  extreme  demands  of  military  fidelity 
and  duty.  This  ia  the  peculiar  glory  of 
the  British  Army ;  and  I  Tenture  to  say 
that,  though  the  scale  of  its  warfare  on 
this  occasion  may  not  have  been  large, 
at  no  time  in  Its  history  has  it  shown 
those  merits  in  a  more  conspicuous 
degree.  Of  the  Army  on  the  Coast  of 
the  Bed  Sea  the  same  may  be  said.  As 
in  the  case  of  its  sister  Army  in  the 
Valley  of  the  Nile,  the  results  of  the 
Campaign  were  small ;  but  the  dangers 
which  that  force  faced  were  not  small, 
the  enemy  was  by  no  means  contemptible. 
Probably  during  the  two  years  in  which 
lieutenant  General  Oraham  led  Ms 
Forces  against  the  Arabs  and  Osman 
Digna,  he  had  to  encounter  enemies 
more  determined  and  dangers  more 
seriouB,  perils  demanding  more  from 
tbe  conrage  of  his  broope,  than  even 
those  whioh  were  encountered  by  Lord 
Wolseley  in  the  YaUey  of  the  Nile.  The 
service  done  was  conspicuous  in  both 
Campaigns,  and  it  was  shared  by  all 
the  British  officers  and  men.  Tbe  Navy, 
as  a  Navy,  did  not  take  any  great  share 
in  these  transactions  ;  but  the  naval  offi- 
cers and  sailors  who  were  employed  dis- 
played their  accustomed  resource  and 
courage.  Probably  there  is  no  incident 
whiah  has  taken  so  much  hold  of  the 
^pular  imagination  as  that  of  Lord 
Charles  Beresford  and  his  gallant  sailors 
mending  their  boilers  under  the  fire  of 
the  enemy's  guns,  when  they  were  going 
up  the  Nile  at  the  last  moment  to  relieve 
General  Gordon.  But  this  Campaign, 
in  addition  to  proving  once  again  the 
gallantry  both  of  our  soldiers  and  sailors, 
has  fortunately  shown  the  great  aud 
world-wide  resources  of  the  British  Em- 
pire. It  ia  a  remarkable  circumstance 
that  it  was  a  Campaign  in  the  land  of 
tha  Pharaohs  in  which  were  gathered 
together  side  by  side,  to  fight  the  hosts 
of  the  Uahommodan  followers  of  the 
False  Prophet,  Canadian  boatmen  from 
tbe  extreme  confines  of  the  Dominion  of 
Canada,  Indian  troops  from  the  bills  of 
Nepaul,  and  Australian  volunteers  who 
came  forward  in  a  gallant  spirit,  in  an 
emergency  of  the  Mother  Country,  to 
bear  their  share  of  the  Imperial  burden. 
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It  was,  in  that  respect,  a  splendid  sight, 
and  tJie  thanks  of  tha  two  Housea  of 
Parliament  are  due  quite  as  much  to 
them  as  to  our  own  immediate  country- 
men  for  the  gallantry  and  determination 
with  which  they  bore  their  part  in  this 
warfare,  and  in  carrying  out  the  Im- 
perial policy.  But  the  great  qualities 
to  which  I  have  referred  were  not  dis- 
played without  incurring  terrible  losses, 
which  we  can  only  now  recognize  and 
mourn  for  and  honour  with  the  sym- 
pathy and  deep  admiration  which  in  this 
country  are  always  oalled  forth  by  a 
soldier's  death.  With  regard  to  Sir 
Herbert  Stewart,  it  is  well  known  that 
in  him  were  lost  the  hopes  and  promises 
on  which  the  mind  of  Ine  British  Army 
was  fixed.  He  was  a  man  who  seemed 
to  be  destined  to  become  a  great  Gene- 
ral and  a  great  lender  of  the  British 
Army  in  the  future,  and  with  justice,  as 
in  an  incredibly  short  time — I  believe 
in  eight  years — he  passed  from  a  cap- 
taincy in  the  Staff  College  at  Sandhurst 
to  be  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  leaders 
of  tbis  Expedition.  He  carried  with 
him  to  the  grave  the  deep  attachment 
and  admiration  of  all  who  knew  him. 
Not  leas  was  the  deep  affection  which 
accompanied  Major  General  William 
Earle,  who  was  able  to  inspire  his 
men  to  a  degree  which  few  Generals 
have  ever  surpassed  with  the  intense  con- 
fidence and  daring  of  his  own  sanguine 
disposition ;  and  he  fell  at  last,  hardly 
from  the  ordinary  dangers  of  war,  but 
from  the  extreme  gallantry,  verging  on 
rashness,  with  which  he  exposed  him- 
self to  all  the  perils  and  dangers  to 
which  the  commonest  of  his  soldiers 
might  be  exposed.  But  the  great  loss 
of  all  was  tbe  loss  of  him  for  whom  this 
Expedition  was  undertaken — the  loss  of 
General  Charles  Gordon.  There  is  no 
figure  during  our  generation  to  which 
the  popular  feeling  and  sympathy  were 
so  much  attached  for  some  time  past  aa 
to  General  Gordon,  He  united  in  himself 
such  strange  contrasts,  such  a  wonderful 
mixture  of  admirable  qualities !  You 
see  in  him  the  stem  professional  soldier, 
devoted  to  his  duty  himself,  almost  reck- 
less in  the  expenditure  of  life  when  that 
was  necessary  for  tbe  performance  of  the 
service  to  which  be  was  commissioned, 
bard,  apparently,  in  hia  resolution  in 
dealing  with  other  men,  but  much 
harder  in  dealing  with  himself;  devoted 
in  all  he  undertook,  and  mixing,  with 
3  0  2 
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the  moBt  precise  and  self-abandoniog 
obedience  to  the  orders  of  those  under 
whom  he  served,  that  bii^h  spiritual 
feeling:  which  ran  through  hie  whole  life, 
showing  that  in  every  act  andeverjr-word 
there  was  interwuven  a  religious  devo- 
tion, an  intense  sense  of  the  reality  of 
spiritual  things  which,  when  it  is  given 
to  any  man,  appeals  in  no  common  de- 
gree to  the  tore,  the  affection,  and  the 
veneration  of  mankind.  He  has  left  a 
story  which  none  in  the  future  will  be 
able  to  read  without  feelings  of  sorrow 
and  almost  of  indifcnation.  He  has  left 
an  example  of  military  oourage  mixed 
with  religious  devotion  which,  I  believe, 
has  done  much  to  ennoble  the  genera- 
tion to  which  he  belonged,  and  which 
will  raise  the  standard  of  self-devotion 
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as  well  as  of  religiouB  zeal  among  n 
bers  of  those  who  hare  followed  bis 
oareer  and  sorrowed  for  his  fate.  My 
Lords,  with  such  grand  examples  before 
us,  we  must  feel  that  this  Campaign, 
whatever  else  may  be  said  of  it,  has  not 
been  without  results.  I  believe  it  has 
added  to  the  military  fame  of  tbii 
try;  I  believe  it  has  added  also  to  the 
attachment  with  which  the  soldiers  re- 
gard each  other,  and  with  which  tbey 
are  devoted  to  the  service  of  their  coun- 
try. I  believe  that  it  holds  up  many 
bright  examples  which,  when  the  pee- 
ing circumstances  and  politics  of  the  day 
are  forgotten,  will  still  be  sure  to  inspire 
asd  animate  others  to  do  tbeir  duty  to 
their  oountry  and  their  Queen. 

Lord  OAERINQTON  :  My  Lords,  in 
the  tmavoidable  absence  of  my  noble 
Friend  (Earl  Granville),  I  rise,  with 
great  respect,  to  second  the  Motion  of 
the  noble  Marquees.  It  would  be  unbe- 
coming of  me  to  add  a  single  word  to 
what  the  noble  Marquess  has  said  in 
praise  of  our  gallant  troops,  end  those 
words  of  his  will  go  straight  to  the  heart 
of  every  Englishman.  In  view  of  the 
Oolonial  appointment  in  which  I  shall 
shortly  have  the  honour  to  be  entrusted 
to  serve  Her  Majesty,  the  House,  I  hope, 
will  allow  me  to  refer  with  extreme  pride 
to  the  promptitude  and  patriotic  zeal 
with  which  the  Colony  of  New  South 
Wales  came  forward  in  an  emergency  to 
take  its  part  in  bearing  the  bi^ens  of 
the  defence  of  our  Empire. 

Movti  to  resolve, 

"  I.  That  t^e  Thantts  of  this  Hoiue  be  iriven 
to  General  Lord  Wolwley,  G.C.B..  G.C.M.G., 
for  th«  diBtingtuBhed  shill  and  ability  with  whidi 
The  JUarjueti  of  Saliihury 


he  planned  and  condaeted  the  Expeditioci  of 

18S1-83  by  the  Nile  to  the  Soudan  ; 

"  2.  That  tie  Thanks  of  thii  Honae  be  gives 
to  LicutrnBiit- General  Sir  Qeiatd  Uraham, 
K.C.B.,  V.U.,for  the  diatinftuished  aldtl  and 
ability  witti  which  he  conduetod  the  Eipeditiom 
of  I8B1  and  188S  in  tlie  Eaatarn  Soadan,  which 
resalted  in  the  repeated  defeat  of  the  Arab  force* 
ander  Osmaa  Digna ; 

"  3.  That  the  ThiuikB  of  thii  Hoiua  be  Rirai 
to  Admiral  Lord  John  Hay,  K.C.B. :  to  Lien. 
tenant- General  Sir  Frederick  Cbarle«  Arthut 
StopbeDBon,  E.C.B. ;  and  to  Tice-Admiml  Sir 
William  Nathan  Wrighte  Hewett,  E.C.B., 
K.C.S.I..  V.C.,  for  the  support  and  assiatance 
they  aflbrded  to  the  fotcea  employed  in  the  opera- 
Itona  in  the  Soudan  ;  and  to  Uie  Officora  and 
WarrBat  Officota  of  tie  Navy,  Army,  and  Royal 
Marines,  including  Hei  Majesty 'a  Indian 
Forces,  European  and  Nativa,  for  the  energy  and 
gallantry  with  which  they  executed  the  aerricea 
in  the  Soudan  Campaigns  of  1884  and  18B5, 
wbich  they  were  called  upon  to  perfomi; 

"  4.  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Hoove  be  giren 
to  the  OlficerB,  Warrant  GScers,  Non-Commis- 
■ioncd  Officers,  and  Men  of  the  Forces  of  New 
South  Watea  for  the  gallantry  and  Eeal  with 
which  they  co-operated  in  the  £a«tem  Sondaa 
with  Her  Majesty's  British  and  Indian  Forces 
employed  there :  and  also  to  the  Canadian 
boatmen  and  thur  officers  for  the  vsloable  aa- 
siitaoce  rendered  by  them  to  the  Expedition ; 

"  5.  That  this  Honae  doth  acbnowUdge  and 
highly  approTo  the  gallantry,  diecipline,  and 
gimd  conduct  display^  by  the  Petty  Officers, 
Non-Commisaioned  Officers,  and  Men  of  the 
Navy,  Army,  and  Royal  Marinea,  and  of  the 
New  South  Wales  Contingent,  and  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Indian  Forces,  European  and  Native,  and 
by  the  Canadian  boatmen ;  and  this  House  doth 
eiaa  acknowledge  the  cordial  good  feeling  which 
animated  the  United  Force ; 

"  6.  That  this  Hanae  doth  acknowledge  and 
highly  approve  the  neal  and  gallan^  with 
which  the  troops  of  His  Highneaa  the  Kfaedive 
have  co-operatfid  in  the  Soudan  with  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Forces  there  employed ; 

"  7.  That  thii  House  doth  acknowledge  with 
admiration  the  distinguishad  valour,  devotion, 
and  oondact  of— 

Uajor-General  Charles  George  Oordon, 

C.B., 
Major-Genaral  'William  Earle,  C.B., 

C.S.I., 
Major-General  Sir  Herbert  Stewart, 
K.C.B., 

and  of  those  other  Officers  and  Hen  who  hare 
perished  during  the  eampaign  in  the  Soudan  in 
the  servico  of  their  Country  \  and  feela  de^ 
sympathy  with  their  relatives  and  friends : " — 
[  Thi  llarqueu  a/  SalUbury. ) 

Thk  DtTKB  OF  CAMBRIDGE:  My 
Lords,  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  vitti 
regard  to  this  Besolution  which  the 
noble  Marquess  has  so  ahly  brought 
before  us,  and  which  has  been  so  fitly 
and  efQciently  seconded  by  my  noble 
Friend  (Lord  Carrington)  on  this  aide 
of  the  House,    I  venture,  from  a  mili* 
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tary  atandpoint,  entirely  to  agree  with 
thd  views  which  have  been  espreaaed 
by  the  Frime  Minister.  I  consider  that 
^he  troops  of  every  arm,  and  under  all 
;he  circumataaces  in  which  they  were 
placed,  performed  their  duty  in  a  man* 
aer  aa  creditably,  If  not  eren  more  so, 
IS  any  of  Her  Majesty's  troopa  have 
aver  done.  Their  duties  were  of  a  most 
peculiar  kind,  as  the  noble  Marquess 
has  pointed  ont.  The  hardships  —  I 
may  say  the  dangers — which  were  en- 
dured by  these  troops,  without  actual 
fighting — a  groat  proportion  of  the  men 
Qot  having  come  into  action — were  faced 
IQ  a  manner  deserving  the  greatest 
praise.  Courage  in  the  prCBencs  of 
danger  is,  I  hope,  one  of  the  incidents 
of  the  English  character;  but  to  en- 
conoter  hardships  without  danger,  or 
apparently  without  it,  is  even  more  try- 
ing, as  to  discipline  and  many  other  mat- 
ters, than  when  there  is  actual  danger 
to  be  faced.  The  movement  of  a  body 
of  troops  up  the  Nile,  to  a  distance  of 
1,400  miles  &om  its  base,  was  one  of 
the  most  singular  operations  ever  per- 
formed, because  the  soldiers  had  to  un- 
dertake almost  naval  duties.  They  were 
more  engaged  in  boats  than  on  shore, 
and  they  bad  to  do  that  duty  with  a 
rapidity  and  a  regularity  ou  the  part 
of  every  detachment  without  which 
the  whole  operation  might  have  been 
brought  to  a  stand.  As  I  said  before, 
the  operation  was  most  peculiar,  and 
one  even  of  extreme  danger.  The  rapids 
are  most  difficult  to  contend  with,  and 
if  it  had  not  been  for  a  great  amount 
of  courage  and  confidence  many  more 
boats  than  was  the  case  would  have 
been  destroyed  and  men  drowned.  But, 
as  it  was,  tbe  loss  of  life  amounted 
almost  to  nothing.  I  believe  only 
one  officer  and  10  men  were  drowned 
in  this  operation,  in  which  a  large 
body  of  troops  with  camels  and  horses 
were  engaged.  Then,  again,  the  de- 
fence of  Khartoum  and  the  advance 
across  the  Desert  were  most  remarkable. 
In  a  country  without  water  and  without 
food,  the  troops  who  took  part  in  that 
advance  suffered  much  less  than  might 
have  been  expected.  That  arose  not 
alone  from  the  courage  of  the  men  and 
the  care  of  tho  officers,  but  from  the 
manner  in  which  the  whole  of  the  ope- 
rations had  been  planned  and  arranged 
by  the  Qeneral  in  command  and  those 
of  bis  Staff.    My  Lords,  Lord  Wolseley 
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had  the  most  serious  difficulties  to  con- 
tend with;  but  he  performed  his  duty 
in  a  way  highly  to  his  credit,  as  we  aU 
expected  would  be  the  case;  and  I  know 
no  man  feels  more  strongly  than  he  how 
ably  he  was  seconded  by  Sir  Eedvera 
Buller,  the  Chief  of  the  Staff,  and  other 
gallant  officers.  With  regard  to  the 
operations  on  the  Bed  Sea  at  Suakta 
also,  we  were  in  considerable  danger. 
Tbe  fanaticism  of  the  Arabs,  which  the 
noble  Marquees  has  most  justly  de- 
scribed, was  such  that  death  to  them  was 
welcome.  They  rushed  on  death ;  they 
scoffed  danger  in  the  view  of  future 
happiness,  and  the  result  was  that  it 
was  impossible  to  deal  with  them  ac- 
cording to  tbe  ordinary  circumstances 
of  war.  Tbe  troops  had  to  prepare 
themselves  so  as  to  be  able  to  take  part 
in  arduous  and  peculiar  operations — 
difficult  in  themselves  and  most  trying 
to  those  engaged  in  them,  the  conntry 
being  covered  with  brushwood,  through 
which  the  men  could  hardly  see  beyond 
two  or  three  yards.  Their  success,  how- 
ever, on  every  occasion  was  complete ;  and 
I  venture  to  think  with  the  noble  Mar- 
quess that,  as  far  as  the  soldiers  are  con- 
cerned, nothing  but  praise  can  be  awarded 
to  them,  and  also  to  those  who  had  the 
honour  of  leading  them.  There  are  one 
or  two  circumstances  of  a  special  nature 
to  which  I  wish  to  refer — one  in  particu- 
lar is  to  the  share  taken  in  the  Campaign 
by  the  Colonies  and  India.  I  believe 
this  to  be  the  first  occasion  on  which  a 
Colonial  Force  was  actually  brought  to 
act  with  Her  Mftjesty's  troopa  out  of  its 
own  sphere.  Whtther  we  look  to  the 
Canadian  boatmen,  to  tbe  Kroomeo, 
who  came  from  distant  parts  of  Africa, 
to  the  Kative  troops,  who  came  from 
India,  or  to  the  Australian  Contingent, 
who  were  very  fine  men,  and  were  only 
grieved  that  they  could  not  perform  more 
arduous  duties,  we  must  feel  proud  that 
they  were  brought  into  line  to  act  ia 
conjunction  with  Her  Majesty's  troops. 
It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  tbe  Army 
which  I  represent  to  see  the  Colonists  la 
such  a  position.  It  would  have  been 
the  greateet  pleasure  to  us  if  we  in  this 
country  could  have  welcomed  our  com- 
rades of  the  Colonies,  and  I  trust  that 
they  have  only  taken  the  first  step 
towards  vigorous  co-operation  with  the 
Mother  Country  should  the  necessity  for 
it  again  arise.  With  regard  to  the 
Navy,  I  can  only  say  that  though  Ihd 
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ships  bad  little  to  do,  we  had  a  very 
conBiderable  Naval  Conti agent  with  moHt 
excelloat  officers  up  the  Nile-  Lord 
Charles  Beresford  and  others,  who  had 
the  honour  and  many  of  the  duties 
nectedwiththonaTigationoftheboatsup 
that  river,  did  their  work  on  every  occa- 
sion most  creditably,  and  in  a  manner 
most  arceptable  to  tbeir  gallant  friends 
of  the  Army,  who  always  rejoiced  to  see 
their  comrades  of  the  Navy  side  by  side 
with  them.  I  quit«  agree  with  the 
noble  Marquess  that  the  losses  we  have 
sustained,  though  not  so  great  as  might 
have  been  feared,  are  quite  great  enough 
and  deeply  to  be  deplored,  especiaUy 
the  losa  of  those  distinguished  men 
vhose  names  the  noble  Marquees  has 
mentioned.  In  General  Gordon  we  have 
lost  one  of  the  finest  officers  and  noblest 
men  ever  bom  into  the  world.  Gallant 
in  himself,  religions  to  a  high  degree, 
and  singularly  consoieatious  in  the  per- 
formance of  duty,  he  was,  no  doubt,  a 
great  leader  of  men,  particularly  of  men 
of  tbe  Eastern  nations,  whose  qualities 
he  Bppreoioted  and  with  whom  he  had 
so  much  to  do.  Then,  in  General  Sir 
Herbert  Stewart  ve  have  lost  a  most 
efficient  ofEcer.  He  fell  in  the  perform- 
ance of  a  duty  which,  no  doubt,  would 
have  been  perfectly  successful  under 
him,  ae  it  was  under  those  who  succeeded 
him ;  and  I  will  go  further,  and  say 
that,  should  any  emergency  bare  arisen 
in  the  future,  I  have  no  doubt  General 
Stewart  would  have  been  brought  to  the 
^nt  and  led  troops,  and  perhaps 
armies,  in  which  event  he  would  probably 
have  succeeded  in  any  duty  that  might 
have  been  imposed  upon  him  if  his  life 
had  been  prolonged.  Aa  regards  Gene- 
ral Earle,  no  finer  or  more  gallant  sol- 
dier ever  existed.  He  was  beloved  by 
all,  highly  respected  by  all  who  knew 
him,  and,  as  a  soldier  should,  he  died  a 
soldier's  death.  There  are  many  others 
whose  names  might  be  mentioned.  But 
I  will  simply  refer  to  that  of  Colonel 
Stewart.  He  went  out  originally  with 
General  Gordon,  and  shared  with  him 
all  the  dangers,  all  the  difficulties,  and 
ell  the  anxieties  of  that  prolonged  stay 
at  Khartoum  of  which  we  have  all  read. 
He  was  sent  by  General  Gordon  to  try 
to  communicate  with  Iiord  Wolseley, 
and  in  that  endeavour,  as  your  Lord- 
ships know,  he  lost  his  life.  Although 
he  could  not  be  named  in  the  Yote  of 
Thanks,  I  think  it  right  to  take  thie 
Tht  Jhiie  0/  Cambridge 
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opportunity  of  bringing  his  name  spe- 
oiaJly  forward.  I  am  not  awaro  that 
there  is  anything  else  that  I  need  touch 
upon  at  this  time.  But  1  feel  gratified 
that  the  opportunity  should  hare  been 
offered  to  your  Ixirdshipa  of  passing 
this  Yote  of  Thanks,  and  for  this  reason — 
that  I  know  well  that  the  officers  and  men 
of  the  Army  highly  and  naturally  appre- 
ciate the  good  opinion  of  their  country- 
men. The  mode  in  which  that  opinion 
is  most  particularly  acceptable  to  them 
is  the  expression,  not  only  of  Her  Ua- 
jesty'a  approbation,  but  the  approba- 
tion of  both  Houses  of  Parliament  on 
such  occasions  aa  these.  My  Lords,  I 
have  nothing  more  to  add  than  to  saj 
that  I  oortHally  support  the  Tots  of 
Thanks. 

Tbe  said  Besotutions  severally  agreti 
to,  ntmine  diumtitnie. 

Ordertd,  That  the  Lord  Chancellor  do  com- 
m  anicate  the  s&id  Reaolatioiii  to  Qenenl  Iiord 
Wolseley,  Admiral  Lord  John  Hoy,  the  Viceroy 
and  QoTernoi-General  of  India,  and  the  Secio- 
tary  of  Stata  for  the  Coloniee,  respectirelj,  and 
that  they  be  requeated  by  the  Lord  Chancellor 
to  communicate  the  same  to  theM<reraI  Officen 
referred  to  tber«iQ. 

EOYAL  COMMISSION  ON  THE  DEPRES- 

SEON  OF  TRADE  AND  INDUSTRY— 

CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  COM- 

MIS8I0N. 

FEBSONAL  EXFLABATIOH. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  thb  TREA- 
SURY (The  Earl  of  Iddeslkioh)  :  My 
Lords,  before  your  Lordships  adjoom,  I 
wish  to  refer  to  a  matter  about  which 
there  may  be  some  mistake.  There  ap- 
pears in  the  newspapers  this  morning  a 
short correepondence  between  Mr.  Broad- 
hurst  and  myself  with  regard  to  a  sug- 
gestion made  by  me  that  he  should 
serve  on  the  Boyal  Commission  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  Depression 
of  Trade.  From  Mr.  Broadhurst's  an* 
swer,  it  would  appear  that  he  considers 
that  I  had  delayed  the  consideration  of 
thequeationoflabourreprosentation  until 
everything  elae  had  been  settled.  That, 
however,  is  not  the  case,  and,  in  order 
that  there  may  be  no  mistake  in  the 
matter,  I  wish  to  Btat«  that  aa  soon  aa 
the  communications  with  Mr.  Shaw 
Lefevre  and  other  Members  of  the  late 
Government  were  concluded,  I,  for  the 
first  time,  sent  out  a  letter  inviting  other 
Gentlemen  to  join  the  Commission ;  and 
in  the  number  that  were  asked  were  two 
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Rflpresentatives  from  the  vorkmg  men. 
One  was  Mr.  Birtn-bistio,  who  representa 
the  Lancashire  weaTere,  who  accepted ; 
and  the  other  was  Mr.  Burnett,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Amalgamated  Engineers, 
who  declined.  Ididoottakeanyfurther 
stepfl  for  Bome  time,  because  I  was 
anxious  to  see  what  BepresentatiTes  I 
oould  get  from  the  Part;  opposite ;  and 
until  I  had  done  that  I  did  not  like  to 
make  any  other  proposals.  I  mentioned, 
from  the  first,  that  I  had  invited  two 
Repreeentatives  of  the  working  men  to 
take  part  in  the  Commission;  and, 
therefore,  I  am  not  liable  to  the  chaise 
which  Mr.  Broadhurst  makes  in  hia 
letter. 

House  adjourned  during  pleasure, 
at  2.45  P.M. 

House  resumed  at  7  p.u. 

The  Lard  EnrroKE — Cbosen  Speaker 
in  the  absence  of  the  Lord  Chancellor 
and  the  Lords  Commissioners. 


with  Heasoas  for  disagreeing  to  some  of 
the  Amendments  made  by  their  Lord- 
ships:— Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
(England)  Bill ;  Labourers  (Ireland) 
(No.  2)  Bill;  and  Poor  Law  Unions' 
Officers  (Ireland)  Bill. 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Lord  Habris, 
the  said  Amendments  and  Beasons 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  to  be  con- 
sidered To-morrow. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Wtdnetday,  \1ih  Auputt,   1885. 

The  House  met  at  Three  of  the  clock. 

MINUTESJ  —  Public  Billb  —  C«iinff.i»«  — 

^eporf^ EducatioESl  EadowmentB  (Ireland) 

[176]. 
CoHtidired  at  aaunitd —  Third  Stading — Honeinr 

of  the  'Watking    Cla«M«  (England)    [248], 

and  peiied. 
JFilhdraim  —  Police  Enfranctiiieineiit  Exton- 

■ion*  [219];  MovMble  Dwelling!  *  [230]. 
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QUESTIONS. 


VALUATION  (METROPOLIS)  ACT,  18S9— 
APPEALS  AGAINST  ASSESSMENTS. 
Mb.  TOMLINSON  asked  the  Freai- 
deut  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
Whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
.  to  the  large  number  of  appeals  against 
the  recent  assessments  uuder  "The 
Valuation  (Metropolis)  Act,  1869;" 
whether  they  have  been  caused  princi' 

Eally  by  the  fact  that  the  gross  value 
as  been  frequently  fixed  above  the 
amount  of  the  rent  paid  or  the  estimated 
letting  value ;  whether  it  is  the  fact  that 
the  Assessment  Committee  have  fre- 
quently given  BO  short  notice  to  rate- 
payers who  have  given  notice  of  appeal 
from  assessments  of  the  time  for  hearing 
appeals  as  to  make  it  impossible  for 
them  to  attend ;  whether  the  Looal  Go- 
vernment Board  have  under  oonsidera- 
tion  any  measure  for  providing  a  scheme 
of  valuation  applicable  to  the  whole 
Kingdom ;  and,  whether,  in  this  event, 
they  will,  prior  to  introducing  aoch  a 
measure,  consider  the  defects  in  the 
scheme  of  "The  Valuation  (Metropolis) 
Act,  1869?" 

The  president  (Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
FOUBj,  in  reply,  said,  that  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  had  co  information 
with  r^ord  to  the  matter  referred  to  in 
the  Question  of  Uie  hon.  Member, 
neither  was  there  any  Bill  providing  a  . 
scheme  with  regard  to  it  under  the  oon- 
sideration  of  the  Government. 

Mb.  TOMLINSON  :  WiU  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  in  the  next  Parliament, 
have  any  objeotioa  to  lay  on  the  Table  a 
Return  of  the  number  of  appeals  ? 

The  president  :  Perhaps  my  hon. 
Friend  will  ask  me  that  Question  in  the 
next  Parliament. 

.Mil.  TOMLINSON:  I  beg  to  give 
Notice  that  I  will  ask  the  Question. 

LAW  AND  JDSTICE    (ENGLAND  AND 
WALES)— DISOKDERLY  HOUSES— 

CASE  UF  MBS.  JEFFRIES. 
Mb.  CALLAN,  who  had  a  Notice  on 
the  Paper  for  Returns  of  Reports  by 
Mr.  Batchelor,  of  the  Solicitors'  De- 
partment of  the  Treasniy,  and  by  In- 
spector Minaban,  relative  to  the  case  of 
Mrs.  Jeffries — asked  the  hon.  Member 
for  Preston,  Whether  he  would  be  kind 
enough  to  withdraw  his  Notice  of  oppo- 
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aition;  and,  further,  whether  he  had 
put  down  that  Notice  in  the  interests  of 
ibe  late  Home  Secretary  or  in  the  inte- 
rests of  Mrs.  Jeffries  ? 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  said,  he  considered 
the  Beports  were  confidential,  and  he 
declined  to  withdraw  hie  oppoaition. 

POST  OFFICE  (IRELAND)-THE  NEW 
POST  OFFICE  AT  MULLINQAK. 

Mb.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  the  Irish  Board  of 
Works  will  causa  proper  drainage  ac- 
oommodation  to  be  provided  for  the  new 
Post  Office  at  Mullinifar  ? 

Tub  SECRKTABY  to  thk  TEEA- 
eUET(SirHENaT  Holland)  (who  re- 
plied) said,  he  had  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  the  Beard  of  Works  had  oveilooked 
the  matter  alluded  to ;  but  a  copy  of 
the  Question  would  be  sent  to  them  with 
sn  inquiry. 

LAW  AND  POLICE  (IBELAND)-THE 
RIOT  IN  COONTY  JIONAGHAN. 

Me.  HEALY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  it  was  while  on  leave  of  ab- 
sence that  Dr.  Kail,  medical  officer,  led 
the  armed  Orange  attack  on  the  Catho- 
lies  in  county  Monafchan  ? 

The  chief  SECBETARY  (Sir 
William  Hart  Dtee),  in  reply,  said, 
that  as  the  matter  was  etill  lub  judice 
he  preferred  not  to  answer  the  Ques- 
tion. 

THE  MAGISTRACY  (IRELAND)— 
SIR.  HANS  WHITE,  J.P. 
Me.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOB  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  Whether  it  is  a  fact 
that  Mr.  Hans  White,  J.P.  of  the 
Queen's  County,  recently  ordered  the 
police  to  watch  the  cattle  of  a  widow 
named  Bannon,  with  a  view  to  summon- 
ing her  if  any  of  them  were  caught 
straying  on  the  public  road ;  whether 
subsequently,  on  the  woman's  being 
summoned  before  himself,  he  fined  her 
1».  Irf.,  and  ordered  her  to  pay  costs  to 
the  amount  of  It.  6d.,  including  the  car 
hire  for   the    police    on    the   watching 

i'onmey;  whether  such  coels  could  be 
awfully  demanded ;  and,  whether  the 
Government  will  direct  the  police  to  ab- 
stain from  demanding  such  costs,  if 
il%al? 

JTr.  Callan 
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The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IBE- 
LANI>  (Sir  Will' AM  Hart  Dyke)  asked 
that  the  Question  should  be  put  down 
for  Friday,  as  he  had  not  had  time  to 
obtain  the  required  information. 

Mtt.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  aaid.  he 
would  not  trouble  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman by  repeating  the  Question  if  he 
would  undertake  to  look  into  the  matter, 
and  see  that  justice  was  done. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETAEY  aaid,  fae 
would  communicate  with  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber. 

REGISTRATION  OF  VOTERS  (IRELAND) 

ACT-ADDITIONAL  REVISING 

BARRISTERS. 

Mb.  HEALY  asked  Mr.  Attorney  Ge- 
neral for  Ireland,  If  he  can  now  give  the 
names  of  the  Assistant  Revising  Bar- 
risters, and  state  to  what  counties  they 
will  be  appointed  ? 

The  ATTOBNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  :  I  was  nnder 
the  impression  that  the  names  of  these 
gentlemen  would  be  published  to-day  in 
'Fht  DnbUn  Oazttte.  I  have  inquired  by 
telegram,  but  have  not  yet  received  an 
answer.  I  myself  am  not  acquainted 
with  the  names ;  but  if  I  receive  the 
information  in  the  course  of  the  Sitting 
I  shall  communicate  with  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member. 

MOTION. 

EGTPT-SOtJDAN  EXPEDITION— VOTE 
OF  THANKS  TO  HER  SIAJESTT'S 
MILITABlf  AND  NAVAL  FORCES. 

BESOLUTION. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER, in  rising  to  propose  the  Vote  of 
Thanks  to  the  Forces  engaged  in  the 
Soudan  Expeditions,  said :  Mr.  Speaker 
— Sir,  I  have  the  honour  to  move  the 
series  of  Resolutions  which  I  have  placed 
on  the  Paper,  proposing  that  the  tlianka 
of  this  House  be  given  to  Her  Majesty's 
Forces  by  sea  and  land,  in  return  for 
their  gallantry  and  conduct  in  the  late 
Campaigns  in  the  Soudan.  Sir,  I  hope, 
and  I  think,  it  will  not  be  felt  that  the 
period  of  tlio  Session  at  which  these 
Resolutions  are  moved  in  any  way 
delraeta  from  their  character  ,or  from 
their  value.  It  seems  to  me  a  not  un- 
fitting close  to  the  work  of  a  Session 
and  of  a  Parliament  that  we  ^ould 


;,Coot;^lc 


1873  Eg^pt— Soudan  Exp»diUon{kvavsi  12,  I885{    ~VoU  of  Thanh. 


1874 


endeaTour  to  es press  our  (latitude 
to  tlioae  wLo  have  worked  and  fought 
ao  well  for  their  country  ia  thoee 
distant  climea,  and  our  sympathiea 
and  our  admiration  for  those  who  have 
loat  their  lives  ia  those  seiTioea.  Sir,  I 
trust  that  these  Besolutioos  may  meet, 
not  merely  with  the  ootdial,  but  with 
the  unanimous,  assent  of  the  House  of 
Commons.     It  seems  to  me  that,  if  we 


not  to  mar  the  g^racefulnesa  of  our  action 
by  allowing  Party  differences  on  politi- 
cal subjects  to  intrude  in  a  Tote  which 
is  of  quite  a  different  character.  Sir, 
ive  have  carefully  excluded  from  the 
terms  of  these  Resolutions  anything  that 
oan  raise  a  discussion  as  to  the  policy 
which  dictated  these  Expeditions  to  the 
Boudan,  or  as  to  any  political  subject 
oonnected  with  them ;  and  notbiog,  I 
trust,  in  the  remarks  which  I  am 
about  to  address  to  the  House  will 
in  any  way  depart  from  that  example. 
It  seems  to  me  that  all  we  have  to  con- 
sider on  this  occasion  is  the  oondnot  and 
the  gallantry  of  Her  Majesty's  Forces 
in  doing  their  duty  to  their  country, 
and  our  own  duty  in  espiessiog  our  ap- 
preciation of  the  services  they  have  ren- 
oeied.  Now,  Sir,  I  am  afraid  that  it 
will  not  be  possible  for  me,  in  the  out- 
line which  I  shall  venture  to  sketch  of  the 
operations  which  have  been  undertaken 
and  carried  through,  to  give  either  a  suffi- 
cient history  of  the  facts,  or  anything  like 
a  due  acknowledgment  of  the  merits  of 
individuals.  The  facts  have  spoken, 
and  will  long  speak,  for  themselves; 
and  with  regard  to  the  merits  of 
individuBla,  we  have  felt  it  so  impos- 
aible  to  name  even  a  fractional  part 
of  those  who  ought  to  be  named  in 
a  Besolutiou  of  this  kind,  and  so  iu- 
vidiouB  to  select,  that  we  have  purposely 
confined  ourselves  to  those  who  have 
occupied  the  highest  positions  only  in 
the  work  that  has  been  done.  Sir,  I 
would  also  ask  the  House,  if  I  do  not 
particularize  the  services  that  have  been 
rendered  by  the  different  branobes  of 
Her  Majesty's  Forces,  to  attribute  it  to 
its  true  cause — namely,  that  the  Navy, 
the  Army,  the  Marines,  and  all  the 
branches  of  the  Forces  engaged  per- 
formed those  duties  with  so  much  har- 
mony and  unity  that  I  think  they  ought 
to  be  considered  and  spoken  of  together. 
The  two    Expeditions,    to   Suakiu    in 


February,  1884,  and  to  Khartoum  in  the 
autumn  of  last  year,  had  this  in  common 
— that  both  of  them  aimed  at  the  relief 
of  a  beleaguered  garrison,  and  neither 
of  them  succeeded  in  its  object.  But 
in  neither  case  can  it  be  said  for  a 
moment  that  the  Expedition  to  Suakin 
in  1884  or  the  Expedition  to  Khar- 
toum last  autumn  failed  through  any 
want  of  skill  or  ability  on  the  part  of 
the  Generals  commanding,  or  of  courage 
and  discipline  on  the  part  of  our  soldiers. 
Qenerals  and  soldiers  alike  faced  and 
conquered  all  the  difficulties,  and  all 
the  enemies  that  were  opposed  to  them  ; 
but  there  was  one  enemy  with  which 
they  could  not  deal,  and  that,  Sir,  was 
Time.  Time  alone  was  the  reason  why 
each  of  those  Expeditions  failed  to  accom- 
plish its  object.  Yet,  Sir,  I  do  not  think, 
as  I  have  said,  that  anyone  will  say  that 
either  of  these  Expeditions  was  a  failure. 
Take  the  story,  in  the  first  place,  of  the 
first  Expedition  to  Suakin.  The  orders 
for  the  Expedition  to  Suakin  in  1884 
were  received  by  General  Stephenson 
on  the  12th  of  February.  By  the  28tb 
of  February  a  force  of  4,500  men  had 
actually  disembarked  at  Trinkitat ;  the 
battle  of  £1  Teb  was  fought,  and  Tokar, 
the  object  of  the  Expedition,  was  reached 
on  the  Ist  of  March.  Three  days  later 
the  force  returned,  bringing  back  about 
700  of  the  survivors  of  tho  garrison  and 
inhabitants  of  Tokar.  The  battle  of 
Tamai  was  fought  on  the  13th  of  March, 
and  the  Expedition  was  concluded  on 
the  28th.  The  military  result  of  that 
Expedition  was  that  the  power  of  Osman 
Digna  was  effectually  cnppledfor  a  time 
by  the  two  severe  blows  struck  at  him 
by  the  Expedition ;  and  to  do  more  than 
this  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  General 
or  the  gallant  force  entrusted  with  the 
Expedition.  Take,  again,  the  second 
Suakin  Expedition.  On  the  8th  of 
February  last  it  was  decided  to  open 
up  the  Suakin-Berber  route,  and  to 
make  a  railway  to  Berber.  Go  the  13th 
of  March  a  force  of  neorly  1 1,000  officers 
and  men  were  assembled  at  Suakin,  and 
during  the  following  month  the  impor- 
tant positions  of  Tamai,  Handoub,  and 
Otuo  were  successfully  occupied.  The 
railway  was  laid  and  Gnished  for  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  distance  from 
Suakin  to  which  the  advance  of  our 
Forces  reached.  By  the  time  the 
Force  was  withdrawn  it  is  not  too 
much  to  say  that  the  power  of  Osman 
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Digna  bad  been  absolutely  crushed, 
and  a  position  obtained  from  whicb 
there  vas  everj  prospect  of  secaring  the 
goodirill  and  confidence  of  some  of  tho 
most  important  Arab  tribes  had  it  been 
desired  to  pursue  the  undertaking.  All 
this  was  not  obtained  without  arduous 
efforts,  and  the  calling  forth  of  the 
best  qualities  of  our  officers  and  men, 
who,  in  the  Eastern  Soudan,  as  in  the 
Desert  inarch  to  Ehartoum,  met  and 
conquered  the  fanatical  braver;  of  a 
rigilaut  and  indefatigable  foe  simply  by 
their  superior  discipline  and  cool  re- 
sourceful courage.  But  they  had  to 
contend  in  bo&  cases  with  enemies 
worse  than  any  foe  with  whom  they 
fought  in  actual  combat — with  oonstant 
exposure  and  monotonous  toil,  with  long 
and  fatiguing  marches  under  a  burning 
sun,  and,  especially  at  Suakin,  with  a 
most  trying — I  might  say  a  most  deadly 
^-climate.  All  these  evils  they  sur- 
mounted with  a  patient  endurance  and 
uncomplaining  heroism,  which  hare 
been,  perhaps,  the  finest  characteristics 
of  British  soldiers  whenever  and  wher- 
ever they  have  been  tried.  I  will  ven- 
ture to  say  that  among  all  the  proud 
records  of  the  British  Army  none  will 
be  found  in  which  these  qualities  have 
been  more  completely  displayed  than  in 
the  operations  round  Suakin  andTamai. 
Let  me  turn  for  a  few  moments  to  the 
Nile  Expedition,  t  do  not  think  that 
our  pride  in  that  glorious  march — that 
fighting  march — to  Uetammeh  and  back 
over  the  Nile  Desert,  or  in  those  stirring 
records  of  the  voyage  to  Ehartoum  and 
back — which  include  deeds  worthy  of  the 
heroic  age — ought  to  dim  our  recollection 
or  prevent  our  acknowledgment  of  the 
exceptional  difficulties  of  organization 
and  transport  which  had  to  be  encoun- 
tered in  the  Nile  Expedition,  or  the  way 
in  which  those  difficulties  were  overcome. 
FormoiethanSOO  miles  of  river,  cataract, 
and  desert,  the  whole  system  of  trans- 
port for  men,  material,  supplies,  and 
stores,  including  medical  stores,  whioh 
were  never  better  supplied  in  any  Expedi- 
tion which  has  left  ^is  country — had  to 
be  organized.  Whaleboata  had  to  be 
forced  up  190  miles  of  most  turbulent 
and  dangerous  water ;  camels  had  to  be 
taken  across  long  stretches  of  waterless 
desert  by  soldiers  who  knew  nothing  of 
the  management  of  boats  or  of  the 
camels  which  they  had  to  ride.  Yet  all 
this  was  successfully  done  with  hardly 
K«  ChanetUor  oftlie  Exche^utr 


any  loss  of  life,  and  with  a  witling 
cbeeriness  which  insured  the  success  of 
those  most  difficult  operations.  I  do  not 
believe  that  in  any  Expedition  which  ever 
left  this  country  was  everything  that 
tends  to  the  efficiency  and  health  of  the 
troops  more  completely  cared  far  than  it 
was  in  this  Kile  Expedition.  When  the 
Force  was  directed  to  withdraw  down  the 
Kile  the  withdrawal  waa  effected  at  the 
hottest  period  of  the  year,  when  the 
river  was  lowest  and  in  the  most  difflcnit 
condition  to  navigate,  with  the  loss  of 
only  a  single  life.  Not  only  that,  but 
14,(100  refugees  from  Dongola  were  sent 
down  in  safety  and  in  comfort ;  and  I  do 
not  think  that  stronger  testimony  could 
be  given  than  the  recital  of  these  facts 
to  the  remarkable  ability  with  which 
the  operations  were  planned,  and  the 
skill  with  which  they  were  carried 
out.  I  should  like,  however,  for  a 
few  minutes,  to  advert  to  a  distinguieh- 
ing  feature  of  these  Campaigns,  which 
has  proved — first  to  ourselves,  and 
then  to  the  whole  world — what  the  real 
resources  of  the  British  Empire  are. 
There  never  was  a  Force  of  the  size  of 
those  engaged  in  these  Expeditions  com- 
posed of  men  from  more  different  lati- 
tudes— British,  Indian,  Egyptian,  Sou- 
danese, Kroomen ;  and  last,  but  by  no 
means  least,  it  will  always  be  remem- 
bered there  were  Canadians  and  Ans- 
tralians.  No  doubt  these  latter  were 
few  in  number ;  but  it  is  not  their  num- 
ber, but  the  fact  of  their  presence  there, 
which  has  made  this  Expedition  me- 
morable ;  for  they  have  shown — conclu- 
sively shown — to  the  world  that  strong 
and  deep  loyalty  which  is  the  real  bond 
of  union  between  this  country  and  her 
Colonies,  and  that,  at  the  faintest  idea 
of  danger,  our  Colonists  will  rally  around 
the  Mother  Country,  and  fight  with  her 
soldiers  and  sailors  wherever  they  may 
be  required.  Nothing  can  be  stronger 
than  the  testimony  borne  by  General  Gra- 
ham to  the  spirit  of  good-fellois-ship,  as  he 
described  it,  existing  between  the  Aus- 
tralian and  the  Canadian  and  the  British 
troops,  and  to  the  strong  determination 
which  animated  them  all  to  preserve  nn- 
tamished  the  ancient  reputation  of  the 
British  Army.  Sir,  so  long  as  these 
feelings  exist  and  increase — as  I  believe 
they  will  increase — I  am  sure  that 
in  no  emergency  in  whioh  this  country 
may  find  itself  need  there  be  any  fear  of 
the  result.    I  am  convinced  that  if  we 
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only  treat  our  Colonies  rightly,  we  have 
.  in  them  a  fund  of  etreogth  which  w 
enahle  ua  at  bdv  great  crisis  to  face  even 
the  nations  of  the  worid.  One  vord  in 
conclusion  as  to  the  last  paragraph  of 
this  Besolution.  We  ask  the  House  in 
that  paragraph  to  record  their  admira- 
tion of  the  distinguiBhed  valour,  devo- 
tion, and  conduct  of  General  Gordon, 
General  Stewart,  Qeaeral  Earle,  and  all 
those  other  officers  and  men  who  hare 
perished  during  the  Campaign  in  the 
Soudan  in  the  service  of  their  country, 
and  their  deep  sympathy  with  their  re- 
latives and  friends.  I  can  attempt  to 
add  nothing  to  the  eloquent  tnbut« 
which,  only  a  few  days  ago,  my  right 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  First  Com- 
missioner of  Works  (Mr.  PlunketJ  ren- 
dered to  the  memory  of  General  Qordon. 
This  only  1  will  say— that  I  think  the 
character,  life,  and  deeds  of  General 
Gordon  will  ever  be  remembered  in  this 
country.  But  it  was  a  strange  and 
sad  coincidence  that  the  Commande 
both  of  the  Nile  and  the  Desert 
Columns  of  the  Nile  Expedition  should 
have  fallen  at  the  head  of  their 
troops.  Each  was  a  Commander  such 
as  uie  country  cannot  afford  to  lose. 
The  rapidity  of  General  Stewart's 
rise  in  his  Profession  gave  promise 
of  the  highest  distinction  had  he 
been  spared  to  us ;  and  the  singular 
charm  of  his  character  was  such  as 
not  only  to  drive  away  the  shafts  of 
envy,  but  to  endear  him  to  all  his  com- 
rades. General  Earle  was  not  less  suc- 
cessfnl  in  gaining,  not  only  the  tho- 
rough confidence,  hut  thepersonal  liking, 
of  the  soldiers  under  his  command.  I 
venture  to  say  that  no  two  men  were 
ever  more  really  ond  truly  sorrowed  for 
by  the  troops  they  left  behind ;  and  I 
know  nothing  which  has  a  stronger  title 
than  this  on  the  part  of  the  soldier  to 
OUT  admiration  and  regret.  I  will  not 
detain  the  House  longer.  If  these  Nile 
Expeditions  did  not  rescue  General  Gor- 
don or  relieve  Khartoum,  I  think  thpy 
at  least  succeeded  in  one  way.  They 
showed  the  world  that  we  could  send 
from  this  country  an  Expedition  of  con- 
sidorahle  importance,  under  very  great 
difficulties,  completely  furnished  in  all 
respects,  to  the  most  distant  regions, 
led  by  able  and  successful  Generals, 
backed  by  o£Bcere  of  singular  ability, 
and  composed  of  men  of  whom  I  will 
only  say  that  Z  believe  "  they  could  go 


anywhere  and  do  anything,"  They 
have  done  their  work  for  the  time  ;  and 
they  have  shown  themselves  capable  of 
doing  similar  work — perhaps  at  a  more 
crucial  moment— so  as  to  win  credit  for 
themselves  and  safety  for  their  country- 
It  is  for  us  now  to  acknowledge  what 
they  have  done,  and  to  do  our  duty — I 
will  nut  say  to  them,  but  to  ourselves 
— by  according  to  them,  I  bope  without 
a  dissentient  voice,  that  which  every 
soldier  and  sailor  looks  upon  as  his  beet 
and  highest  reward — the  thanks  and 
approbation  of  his  country,  voted  by 
the  people's  Bepresentatives  in  Parlia- 
ment. 

The  MAadUBss  of  HAETINGTON  ; 
Ur,  Speaker,  it  is  a  great  satisfaction  to 
me  to  be  permitted  by  the  courtesy  of 
the  nouse,  as  I  trust  I  may  be,  to  asso- 
oiate  myself  and  my  Colleagues  in  the 
late  Government  in  the  prooeedings  in 
which  the  House  is  now  engaged  ;  and. 
Sir,  the  able,  eloquent,  and  lucid  state- 
ment which  the  Cbancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer has  made  in  moving  these  Be- 
solutions  has  rendered  my  task  an  ex- 
tremely easy  one.  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  following  the  laudable 
precedent  of  past  times,  has  carefully  ab* 
stained  from  entering  into  any  discussion 
of  the  political  considerations  connected 
with  these  Expeditions.  I  think  that 
precedent  is  a  laudable  one  ;  because  it 
appears  to  me  that  it  la  extremely  de- 
Birable,  in  addition  to  those  honours  and 
rewards  which  it  is  in  the  power  of  Her 
esty,  on  the  advice  of  her  respon- 
]  Ministers,  to  bestow  upon  our  gal- 
lant soldiers  and  sailors  for  deeds  of  this 
character,  that  the  appreciation  of  their 
countrymen  should  be  conveyed  to  them 
through  the  method  of  a  Tote  of  Thanks 
of  both  Houses  of  Parliament.  It  is 
extremely  desirable  that  such  thanks 
should  be  voted  to  them  totally  irre- 
spective of  any  opinion  which  the  House 
may  form,  or  any  Party  in  the  House 
may  form,  of  the  policy  which  actuated 
the  operations,  and  altogether  irrespec- 
tive of  any  results  that  may  have  been 
achieved.  We  cannot  expect  our  sol- 
diers and  sailors  to  be  more  indifferent 
than  anyone  among  us  can  be  to  the 
success  or  failure  of  the  operations  in 
which  they  aro  engaged.  But,  Sir,  whe- 
ther successful  or  not,  it  is  due  on  our 
part  to  them  to  recognize  the  spirit  and 
the  qualities  displayed  by  them  utterly 
iirespectiye  of  what  the  results  acoom- 
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Slished  may  bo.  It  is,  above  all,  our 
uty  OQ  the  preeeut  occaaios,  when  there 
ie  some  sense  oE  failure  and  eome  sense 
of  inadequate  results  for  the  aacrificaa 
made,  that  ve  should  do  what  lies  in  our 
power  to  mitigate  that  sense  of  disap- 
pointment, and  to  bring  forward  clearly 
and  strongly  to  those  engaged  in  our 
Service  that  we,  one  and  all,  recognize 
that,  if  failure  there  has  been,  that 
failure  has  not  been  due  to  any  short- 
comings on  the  part  of  the  officers  who 
designed  those  operations,  or  on  the 
part  of  the  men  who  carried  them  out 
to  their  end.  Well,  Sir,  it  is,  I  think, 
a  satisfactory  circumstance  that  almost 
one  of  the  very  last  acts  in  which  Par- 
liament is  to  be  engaged  during  the 
present  Session  will  be  one  in  which  we 
shell,  I  hope,  be  able  to  be  practioally 
unanimous.  The  present  Session  and 
the  present  Parliament  have  not  been 
wanting  in  subjects  on  which  there  has 
been  sharp  debate  among  us,  nor  has 
there  been  wanting  energy  in  the  way 
in  which  our  controTersJes  have  been 
conducted;  but  it  is  a  satisfactory  con- 
sideration that  almost  the  very  last  pro- 
ceeding in  which  we  shall  be  engaged  is 
one  in  which  Party  differences  will  dis- 
appear, and  in  which  we  shall  be  unani- 
mously engaged  in  rendering  a  neces- 
sary and  just  tribute  to  the  services  of 
our  gallant  soldiers  and  sailors.  The 
only  regret  I  experience  is  that  the  pro- 
ceedings in  which  we  are  now  engaged 
take  putce  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  Ses- 
sion as  to  render  it  impossible  for  a 
larger  number  of  Afembers  on  both 
sides  of  the  House  to  be  associated  with 
us  in  this  act.  Sir,  I  am  glad  it  has 
been  possible  for  the  Qovemment  to  in- 
clude in  the  Vote  of  Thanks  which  we 
are  now  considering  the  operations  which 
were  conducted  at  Suakin  in  the  spring 
of  lost  year.  The  House  may  remember 
that  on  several  occasions  I  was  asked — 
the  late  Government  were  asked— whe- 
ther it  was  their  intention  last  year  to 
propose  a  Tote  of  Thanks  to  those 
soldiers  and  sailors  who  had  been  en- 
gaged in  those  operations.  I  can  assure 
the  House  it  was  from  no  spirit  of  dis- 
paragement to  the  serviees  either  of  the 
troops  or  of  their  Commanders  in  that 
Campaign  that  the  Oovernmeut,  after 
much  consideration,  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  it  was  not  in  accordance  with 
the  usual  precedents  to  move  a  Tote  of 
Thanks  on  that  oooaeion.  We  carefully 
The  Marquem  of  Hartiitgion 


examined  the  precedents  that  appeared 
to  bear  upon  the  subject ;  and  although 
the  question  was  not  by  any  means  free 
irom  doubt,  we  came  reluctantly  to  the 
conclusion  that  to  ask  Parliament  to 
agree  to  a  Vote  of  Thanks  on  that  occa- 
sion would  be  to  give  some  extension  to 
the  practice  which  had  up  to  that  time 

Srevailed,  and  might  possibly  tend  to 
iminish  in  some  degree  the  just  value 
attached  to  the  recognition  of  the  deeds 
of  our  soldiers  and  sailors  by  both 
Houses  of  Parliament.  It  is  certainly 
most  appropriate  on  this  occasion,  on  a 
Vote  mainly  relating  to  larger  and  more 
extended  operations  which  have  since 
been  carried  on,  to  place  the  question  of 
our  appreciation  of  their  services  beyond 
all  doubt,  and  to  do  what  is  in  our 
power  to  repair  the  omission,  if  omission 
there  be,  by  expressing  our  appreciation 
of  the  services  of  the  troops  engaged  is 
Suakin  last  year  as  fully  as  of  Uiose  en- 
gaged in  the  present  year  both  there 
and  on  the  Nile.  After  the  full  and 
clear  expressions  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  it  is  quite  unnecessary 
for  me  to  enter  in  detail  into  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Campaigns  or  of  the  gallant 
deeds  performed.  I  would  only  advert 
to  one  or  two  priucipal  features  incident 
to  those  Campaigns.  As  to  the  Suakin 
Campaign,  it  has  been  marked,  as  far 
as  I  am  aware,  by  incidents  which  have 
been  more  or  less  common  to  many  Cam- 
paigns which  have  been  undertaken  by 
our  troops  in  various  parts  of  the  world, 
and  especially  in  India  and  Africa.  The 
troops  engaged  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Suakin  have  been  exposed,  as  stated  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  to 
great  toil  and  to  great  hardship  nnder  a 
climate  which  is  especially  trying  to  in- 
habitants of  Northern  regions.  They 
have  hod  to  work  hard  and  to  fight  hard 
under  a  burning  sun,  and  frequently 
with  an  insufficient  supply  of  that  great- 
est necessary  of  life — water.  These  are 
incidents  which  have  been  common,  as 
I  have  said,  to  many  Campaigns  in 
which  our  troops  have  been  engaged ; 
but  the  Suakin  Campaign  has,  in  my 
opinion,  been  marked  in  a  very  high 
degree  by  those  incidents.  They  have 
also  had,  nnder  these  trying  circum- 
stances, to  fight  an  enemy  superior — 
greatly  superior— in  numbers ;  and  if 
inferior  in  discipline  and  organization, 
or  in  knowledge  of  the  arts  of  war,  that 
inferiority  has  been  amply  compensated 
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bv  the  determined  and  fanatical  bravery 
-which  animated  them.  The  N'ile  Expe' 
dition  has  been  marked  by  inoidenta 
which,  HO  far  as  I  am  aware,  have  not 
had  any  complete  precedent  on  any 
former  occasion.  The  ascent  of  the  Nile 
for  a  distance  of  1,500  miles  from  what 
was  practically  the  base  of  the  Expedi- 
tion at  Alexandria,  by  means  which  had 
to  be  improvised  for  the  occasion,  and 
means  which  depended  altogether  on  the 
troops  themselves  fer  their  efficiency,  is, 
in  my  belief,  a  precedent  altogether  new 
in  our  military  annals.  The  conception 
and  eseoution  of  that  operation  will  form 
a  new  chapter  in  our  military  history. 
In  my  opinion,  great  credit  is  due  to  Ijord 
Wolsetey  for  the  courage  and  self- 
reliance  with  which  he  formed  the  plan 
of  that  operation,  and  for  the  manner  in 
which  he  staked  his  great  military  repu- 
tation on  the  success  of  measures  which 
were  hitherto  untried,  and  of  which  we 
had  no  knowledge.  And  not  less  credit 
ia  due  to  the  soldiers  and  sailors  who 
were  engaged  in  that  Expedition  for  the 
manner  in  which  they  undertook  new 
and  untried  duties,  and  for  the  perse- 
verance and  resolution  with  which  they 
grappled  with  and  encountered  all  the 
difficulties  and  hardships  which  were 
entailed  upon  them.  It  ia  said — and  I 
do  not  know  whether  upon  absolutely 
good  authority,  but  I  believe  on  suffi- 
cient authority — that  the  conduct  of  our 
troops  in  the  Nile  Expedition  haa  ex- 
cited the  enthusiastic  approval  of  a  great 
military  authority — no  leas  than  that 
of  Oount  Moltke,  of  the  German  Army. 
It  is  said  that  Count  Moitke,  in  speaking 
OD  the  subject  to  a  distinguished  Eng- 
lishman, made  use  of  expressions  to  this 
effect.  He  is  reported  to  have  said  that 
our  troops  on  the  Nile  were  heroes,  not 
soldiers  ;  that  our  British  Cavalry  had 
become  Infantry;  our  Infantry  had 
turned  into  sailors,  and  our  sailors  into 
Mounted  Infantry.  In  short,  the  handi- 
ness  of  the  troops  and  their  powers  of 
endurance  have  excited  the  admiration 
of  one  who  is  justly  considered  to  be  the 
leading  military  authority  in  Europe. 
Not  less  remarkable  an  incident  of  the 
Nile  Expedition  was  the  maroh,  to  which 
the  right  bon.  Q-entleman  has  referred, 
of  the  Column  across  the  Bayuda  De- 
sert. That  Column — out  o£f  from  its 
hose,  dependent  upon  itself  and  on  its 
slender  means  of  transport  for  every 
necessary  of  life,  inoluding,  to  a  ^at 


extent,  the  greatest  necessary  of  life  to 
all — namely,  water — committed  itself  to 
the  passage  of  a  Desert  which  was  al- 
most unexplored.  Little  was  known  of 
the  difficulties  which  would  have  to  be 
encountered,  except  that  the  Column 
would  be  met  undoubtedly  by  an  enemy, 
the  numbers  of  whom  it  was  difficult  to 
estimate,  and  of  whom  nothing  could  bo 
accurately  foretold,  except  that  it  would 
probably  fight  with  the  same  determined 
courage  as  had  been  previously  evinced 
by  the  tribes  of  the  Eastern  Soudan. 
That  movement  has  been  criticized  for 
its  rashness ;  but  success  in  war  is  not  to 
be  accomplished  solely  by  the  exeroise 
of  prudence  or  judgment.  There  are 
occasions  on  which  it  is  necessary  for  the 
most  prudent  and  most  skilful  General 
to  run  risks  and  dangers,  and  trust 
something  to  the  valour,  determination, 
and  endurance  of  his  troops.  In  my 
opinion,  the  wisdom  of  this  movement 
has  been  amply  proved,  not  only  by  the 
success  with  which  it  was  accomplished, 
but  also  by  the  proof,  which  was  almost 
immediately  afterwards  afforded,  of  the 
urgent  necessity  for  a  movement  of  this 
kind.  I  cannot  upon  this  occasion,  and 
I  think  the  House  cannot,  withhold  its 
sympathy  and  admiration  of  the  small 
body  of  men  who,  under  the  leadership 
of  Sir  Charles  Wilson,  supplemented 
that  march  across  the  Desert  by  the 
perilous  and  romantic  Expedition  up  Ihe 
river  to  Khartoum.  This  would  not  be 
the  occasion  upon  which  it  would  be 
fitting  that  I  should  enter  upon  any  mat- 
ter of  controversy  whatever.  I  am  aware 
that  criticism  has  been  levelled  at  what 
was  alleged  to  have  been  a  slight  delay 
on  the  part  of  Sir  Charles  Wilson  in 
embarking  on  that  Expedition.  I  think 
it  is  only  due  to  that  gallant  officer — 
and  I  can  express  my  own  opinion  with- 
out committing  any  other  Member  of 
the  House — to  say  that  in  the  Paper 
which  has  been  laid  before  Parliament 
Sir  Charles  Wilson  has  justified  himself 
from  any  imputation  of  that  kind. 
Whatever  opinions  there  may  be  in 
the  minds  of  some  hon.lMembers  on  that 
point,  there  are  none,  I  believe,  who  will 
withhold  a  tribute  of  admiration  to  the 
coolness  and  courage  with  which  that 
Expedition,  when  it  did  set  out,  was  un- 
dertaken. There  are  none  who  will 
withhold  their  sympathy  from  Sir 
Charles  Wilson  and  his  gallant  com- 
panions in   the  bitter  disappointmenf 
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whicli  they  mast  hare  experienoed  on 
tlieir  arrival  before  KhartounL  only  to 
find  that  it  vas  in  the  hands  of  th« 
enemy ;  there  are  none  who  wiJl  with- 
hold their  Bdmiration  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  extraordinary  perils  of  the 
return  of  that  Expedition  were  encoun- 
tered ;  and  I  am  sure  tharo  are  none 
who  will  withhold  their  admiration  from 
that  most  gallant  feat  of  arms  performed 
by  Lord  Cbarles  Beresford,  and  by  the 
soldiers  and  sailors  uader  his  command, 
in  rescuing^  Sir  Charles  Wilson  and  his 
companions  from  a  position  of  almost 
nnparalleled  and  unexampled  danger.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  in  the  selection  of  tho 
names  of  officers  who  have  been  specially 
mentioned  in  the  Hesolution  before  the 
Eoufle  the  precedents  of  former  occa- 
aions  have  been  sttictlj  adhered  to. 
There  are  many  who,  like  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  will  regret  the  omis- 
tiona  in  the  list  of  names  which  tho  ad- 
herence to  precedent  has  entailed.  As 
to  the  names  which  are  mentioned,  I 
will  only  detain  the  House  with  a  very 
few  obserrations.  Of  Lord  Wolseley  I 
have  already  spoken.  I  believe  that 
this  is  the  first  Expedition  with  which 
that  gallant  officer  has  been  associated 
which  has  not  ended  in  the  most  complete 
suocess,  and  in  which  the  results  aimed 
at  have  not  been  fully  achieved ;  but  I 
believe  that  the  reputation  of  Lord 
Wolseley  will  not  have  suffered  in  any 
degree  from  his  association  with  this 
enterprise ;  and  that  the  confidence  that 
hehas  hitherto  Bojustly  inspired  in  those 
who  have  bad  the  honour  and  privilege 
of  serving  under  and  with  him  has  not, 
in  the  slightest  degree,  been  diminished 
by  the  part  which  he  has  taken  in  this 
Expedition.  It  is  extremely  gratifying 
to  me  to  have  this  opportunity  of  express- 
ing, on  my  own  behalf,  and  on  behalf 
of  iho  late  Government,  our  sense  of  the 
obligations  under  which  we  stand  with 
regu/i  to  Qeneral  Sir  Frederick  Stephen- 
son. The  manner  in  which  that  gallant 
officer  aocepted  the  position  confided  to 
him,  and  the  untiring  manner  in  which 
he  worked  to  secure  tho  auooesB  of  the 
Expedition,  which  naturally  it  would 
have  been  his  greatest  desire  pereonally 
to  have  commanded,  is  worthy,  in  m.y 
opinion,  of  the  hiehest  commendation  of 
this  House.  In  ue  conduct  which  Sir 
Frederick  Bt^henson  has  pursued,  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  he  has  set  an  example 
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of  duty  and  of  nncomplaining  discipline 
which  are  worthy  of  the  highest  ad- 
miration. I  will  not  attempt,  by  repeti- 
tion,  to  weaken  the  effect  of  Uiose 
numerous  and  eloquent  tributes  which 
have  been  paid  to  the  memory  of  General 
Gordon.  This  is  not  tho  occasion  upon 
which  it  would  be  fitting  for  me  to  speak 
of  the  great  moral  qualities  of  that  hero. 
It  is  enough  for  me  to  say  upon  this 
oocasioQ  that  the  records— unfortunately 
imperfect  records — of  the  siege  and  de- 
fence of  Khartoum  by  Qeneral  Gordon 
and  his  devoted  band  of  followers  will 
for  ever  secure  for  it  a  most  prominent 
place  in  the  history  of  those  heTote 
actions  which  have  so  frequeatly  been 
performed  by  individual  Englishmen. 
The  right  hen.  Gentleman  has  spoken  of 
Qeneral  Earle  and  of  Sir  Herbert 
Stewart.  I  have  already  had  an  oppor- 
tunity— and  I  will  only  repeat  what  I 
said  then — of  expressing  my  deep  sense 
of  the  loss  which  Her  Majesty's  berrioe 
has  sustained  by  the  death  of  those  gal- 
lant officers.  They  were  officers  who 
were  conspicuous  not  only  by  the  poesee- 
sion  of  great  military  qualities,  but  also 
in  the  most  pre-eminent  degree  by  the 
manner  in  which  they  had  succeeded  in 
securing  the  confidence,  and  not  only  the 
confidence,  but  the  afTeotion  of  all  Uiose 
who  hod  the  honour  and  privilege  of 
serving  under  them ;  and  I  believe  there 
are  no  two  officers  of  the  British  Army 
who  ever  met  with  a  more  gtoriooi 
death,  or  who  in  that  glorious  death  were 
more  sincerely  mourned  by  their  countoy 
and  their  comrades.  I  should  like  <m 
this  occasion  to  add  an  expression  of  my 
deep  regret  at  the  singularly  unfortu- 
nate fate  of  another  officer  not  mentioned 
in  the  Vote— that  of  Colonel  Stewart, 
the  companion  of  Qeneral  Gh>rdoii.  It 
was  not  Ids  fate  to  die  at  the  head  of 
victorious  troops.  His  rather  was  the 
sad  fate  of  falling  a  victim  to  the 
treacherous  assassin ;  but  not  loss  so  has 
he  fallen  doing  his  duty  to  his  Sovereigit 
and  his  country,  as  those  officers  have 
done  whose  happier  fate  enabled  them 
to  perish  in  the  hour  of  victory  and  in 
Uie  midst  of  their  admiring  countrymen. 
There  are  others  whose  names  I  am  sure 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would 
have  been  glad  to  have  been  able  to  in- 
dude  in  uie  expression  of  Tote  of 
Thanks.  There  was  Sir  Sedvers  Buller, 
Chief  of  the  Staff  of  Lord  Wolseley. 
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The  merits  of  Sit  Hedvets  BulUr  have 
been  amply  and  fully  and  generoualj 
ackuovledged  by  his  Chief.  Theaervicea 
which  lie  rendered  in  the  conduct  of  the 
retreat  from  Gubat  across  the  Bayuda 
Desert  were,  in  my  opinion,  not  less 
spicuous,  not  less  worthy  of  record  and 
of  the  beet  thanks  of  this  House,  than 
those  which  were  performed  by  bis  illus- 
trious comrade  and  friend  Sir  Herbert 
Stewart  in  hiaadvance  across  that  Desert. 
Nor  would  the  House,  I  am  sure,  but  for 

Sreoedent,  withhold  its  thanks  from 
eneral  Brackenbury,  who  succeeded 
General  Earle,  on  whom  it  derolved  to 
conduct  the  scarcely  less  difficult  and 
arduous  retirement  down  the  rapii 
the  Nile  from  the  advaaced  post  which 
that  force  had  occupied.  Sir,  there  are 
other  officers  whom  I  regret  that  a  strict 
adherence  to  precedent  makes  it  impos- 
sible to  inolude  in  this  expression  of  our 
thanks.  The  services  of  the  Indian,  the 
Australian,  and  the  Canadian  Contin- 
gents have,  I  am  glad  to  see,  been  re- 
cogiiized  in  the  Besolution  now  before 
us ;  but  it  would  hare  been  satisfactory 
to  all  of  us,  I  am  sure,  if  it  had  been  in 
accordance  with  established  precedent, 
that  the  names  of  General  Hudson,  who 
commanded  the  Indian  Contingent;  of 
Colonel  Denison,  who  commanded  the 
Canadian  Voyageurs;  and  of  Colonel 
Bicbardson,  who  commanded  the  New 
South  Wales  Contingent,  could  also 
hare  been  included  in  this  Resolution. 
In  my  opinioD,  it  is  impossible  to  over- 
estimate the  good  conduct  of  all  theee 
Contingents.  A  portion  of  the  Indian 
Contingent  especially  has  had  the  op- 
portunity of  rendering,  in  company  with 
British  troops,  most  gallant  and  most 
conspicuous  services;  and  I  have  been 
informed  by  officers  who  were  present  on 
the  occasion  that  nothing  could  exceed, 
not  only  the  courage,  hut  also  the  steadi- 
ness, the  firmnese,  and  the  eoldier-like 
qualities  which  were  displayed  by  the 
Sikh  regiments  on  the  occasion  of  the 
attack  on  M'Neill's  zereba — a  coolness, 
steadiness,  and  courage  which  did  much 
to  avert  the  great  and  imminent  danger 
which  at  one  time  threatened  the  whole 
of  that  force.  Sir.  I  think  that  we  ought 
not  to  omit  on  this  occasion,  without 
entering  into  any  details,  to  notice  the 
credit  that  is  due  to  those  officers  con- 
nected with  the  Departments  at  home, 
to  whose  exertions  so  much  of  the  credit 


I  of  theadmirablepreparattonswhichhaTe 
I  been  referred  to  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  was  due.  It  is  admitted,  I 
believe,  on  all  hands,  that  the  commis- 
sariat, the  transport,  and  the  medical 
arrangements  were  made  with  a  com- 
pleteness and  a  perfection  which  have 
certainly  never  been  surpassed,  and 
which,  I  believe,  have  never,  on  any 
previona  occasion,  been  equalled.  To  the 
officers  of  the  Departments  at  home,  on 
whom  the  duty  devolved  of  purchasing 
and  sending  out  supplies,  and  to  the 
officers  of  Departments  in  the  field,  on 
whom  devolved  the  duty  of  distributing 
and  making  use  of  them  for  the  benefit 
of  the  troops,  in  my  opinion,  the  greatest 
possible  credit  is  due.  I  believe  that 
the  perfection  of  the  medical  arrange- 
ments in  this  Campaign  has  been  the 
cause  of  mitigating,  to  a  great  extent, 
the  unavoidable  sufferings  which  must 
be  endured  by  our  soldiers  on  all  occa- 
siona  of  this  kind,  and  that  on  no  pre- 
vious occasion  has  the  devotion  to  duty 
which  has  been  shown  by  the  medical 
officers  of  every  rank  been  exceeded. 
Well,  Sir,  I  shall  not  detain  the  House 
longer.  In  conclusion,  I  will  only  say 
that  these  Campaigns,  though  they  have 
£ailed  to  achieve  that  complete  success, 
or  to  achieve  those  permanent  and  defi- 
nite results  which  aione  can  fully  com- 
pensate the  country  for  Uie  sacrifices 
which  it  has  been  called  upon  to  make, 
and  which  alone  can  reconcile  the  coun- 
try to  the  unavoidable  horrors  and 
miseries  of  war,  have  done  credit  to  the 
Military  and  Naval  Forces  of  the  British 
Crown.  Thoy  have  proved  that  the 
ancient  courage  of  our  soldiers  and 
sailors  has  in  no  degree  deteriorated. 
These  Campaigns  have  also  proved  that 
their  intelligence,  their  resource,  and 
the  knowledge  of  their  profession,  pos- 
sessed both  by  officers  and  men,  have 
coDsiderably  increased.  They  have 
proved  also  how  wide  and  varied  are  the 
military  resources  of  the  British  Crown  ; 
and  that  for  all  the  purposes  of  war,  as 
well  as  for  the  purposes  of  peace,  the 
British  Empire  is  not  only  a  name  but  a 
reality.  Wide  as  are  the  responsibili- 
ties of  an  extended  Empire,  and  the  re- 
sponsibilities which  our  extended  in- 
terests impose  upon  us,  these  Campaigns 
have  proved  that  we  can  count  upon  the 
willing  and  effective  support  of  all  the 
citizens  of  the  British  Empire,  and  all 
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the  subjects  of  the  Britieh  Crown,  in 
every  quarter  of  the  globe. 


(COJfHONSI        Cbum  [Enflmi)  SiO.      188S 
0RSER8   OF  TEE  DAT. 


Thanlu  of  thu  floufe  bs  ptta  to  Omen 
Lord  Wobeley,  Q.C.B.,  Q.C.M.O.,  for  the  dii 
tingniibed  ikill  and  ability  with  which  he 
pUnoed  and  condncted  the  Kipedition  of 
18S4-5  br  the  NUe  to  the  Soudan. 

Saolred,  .Voni'iw  Cmtradifntt,  That  the 
Tbaola  of  thii  Hotue  be  given  to  Lientauut 
General  Sir  Gerald  Graham,  E.C.B.,  V.C.,  (or 
the  diitiagoiihed  ikill  and  ability  with  which 
be  condncted  the  Eipeditioni  of  188*  and  1886 
in  the  Eastern  Soudan,  which  naolted  in  the 
Tepeatod  defeat  of  the  Arab  Forces  under  Oiman 

Bmlced,  yemiat  ContradieaiU,  That  the  Thank* 
ttt  this  House  be  eiren  to  Admiral  Lord  John 
Hay,  E.C.B.,  to  liieateuant  Qenenl  Sir  Fre- 
derick Charles  Arthor  Stepbeneon,  E.C.B..  and 
to  Vice  Admiral  Sir  William  Nathan  Wrigbto 
Hewett,  K.C.B.,  K.C.S.I,,  V.C.,  for  tbe  support 
and  aniilance  Uiey  aObrded  to  the  Forcee  em- 
ployed in  the  operations  io  the  Soudan  :  and  to 
the  Offiecrs  and  Warrant  Officers  of  the  Navy, 
Army,  and  fioyal  Marines,  including  Hot  Ma- 
jesty's Indian  Forces,  Earopean  and  Native, 
for  tbe  energy  and  gallantry  with  wbicll  they 
executed  the  services  in  the  Soudan  Qunpaigns 
□f  iaS4  and  1S86,  which  they  were  called  upon 
to  perform. 

Saotvtd,  Xtmine  Caatmdieinlt,  That  the 
Thanks  of  this  Home  be  given  to  the  Officers, 
Warrant  Officers,  Non-CommiEsioned  Officers, 
and  Men  of  the  Forces  of  New  South  Wales  for 
the  gallantry  and  zeal  with  which  they  co- 
operated in  the  Easteru  Soudan  with  Mor  Ma- 
jesty's British  and  Indian  Forces  employed 
there  ;  and  also  to  the  Canadian  Boatmen  and 
their  Officers  for  the  valuable  assistance  ren- 
dered by  them  to  the  Expedition. 

Sfolmd,  Xtmin4  ContradiemU,  That  this 
House  doth  acknowledge  and  highly  approve 
tbe  gallantry,  discipline,  and  good  conduct  dis- 
played by  the  Petty  Officers,  Non-Commis- 
aioned  Officers,  and  Men  of  the  Navy,  Anny, 
and  Royal  Marines,  and  of  the  New  Sonth 
Wales  Contingent,  aud  of  Her  Majesty's  Indian 
Forces,  European  and  Native,  and  by  the  Cana- 
dian Boatmen ;  and  this  House  doth  also  ac- 
knowlidge  the  cordial  good  feeling  which 
animated  the  United  Force. 

RtiBlted,  Neinint  Cantradieenlt,  That  this 
House  doth  acknowledge  and  highly  approve 
the  zeal  and  gallantry  with  which  tba  Troops 
ct  His  Highness  the  Khedive  have  co-operated 
in  tbe  Soudan  with  Her  M^eety's  Forces  there 
employed. 

Rfiolvid,  Nemint  CmlraditenU,  That  this 
Honse  doth  acknowledge  with  admiration  the 
distinguished  valour,  devotion,  and  conduct  of — 

Major  Oeneral  Charles  George  Gordon,  C.B., 

Major  General  William  Earlo,  C.B.,  C.S.I. , 

Major  General  Sir  Herbert  Stewart,  K.C.B., 
and  of  thqse  other  Officers  and  Men  who  have 
perished  during  the  Campaign  in  the  Soudan  in 
the  service  of  their  Country,  and  feeli  deep 
sympathy  with  their  relatives  and  friends. — 
(  Mr.  Chanetthr  of  the  Exthiqvtt.) 

The  Marquett  of  Harttngton 


HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 

(ENGLAND)  BILL  [ZiirA].— {Biu,  248.] 

(Sir  R.  Auhtim  Crau,) 

COHSIDEHATtOS. 

Order  for  Cousiderfttion,  as  amended, 
read. 


BiU,  < 


I  amended,  eotutdered. 


The  8ECRETAEY  or  STATE  foe 
THE  HOME  DEPABTMENT  (Sir  B. 
AssHEToK  Cboss)  said,  that,  in  fulfilment 
of  a  promise  given  last  evening  by  his 
right  hon.  Friend  (Sir  Michael  Hicka- 
Beach),  he  would,  ae  an  Amendment 
move  to  omit  the  latter  part  of  Clauee  3, 
in  order  to  insert  the  words  "  at  a  fair 
market  price."  The  effect  of  the  Amend- 
ment would  be  that  the  Local  Autho- 
rities would  have  to  pa;r  for  the  land  at 
its  current  value,  the  arbitrators  having 
no  power  to  take  into  consideration  the 
purposes  for  which  it  was  to  be  naed. 

Amendment  proposed, 

la  page  1,  line  37,  after  "  works."  leave  out 
to  end  of  amended  Clause,  and  insert "  at  •  fair 
market  price." — {Sir  S.  Aulielm  Cn*i.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clauae." 

Mk.  ARTHtm  ARNOLD  aaid,  he 
thought  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  oppo- 
site had  very  fairly  met  the  objections 
of  the  minority  on  the  subject. 

SiH  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  said,  that, 
ou  the  contrary,  he  was  very  sorry  that 
the  right  hon.  Qentleman  ^ould  have 
surrendered  in  this  matter  to  a  minori^, 
which,  however  well-moaning  and  re- 
spectable it  might  be  —  and  it  un- 
doubtedly was  both  —  was  still  an  in- 
significant minority  of  the  Houee.  He 
was  an  admirer  of  the  Bill,  thinking  it 
a  very  good  one,  and  he  was  glad  that 
it  had  been  extended  to  Scotland.  He 
bad  no  wish  in  any  way  to  obstruct  it ; 
but  he  must  say  he  deeply  regretted 
that  more  favour  had  not  been  shown  to 
the  poor  of  London,  who  were  very  in- 
adequately provided  for.  By  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Amendment  these  prison 
sites  would  not  be  devoted  to  tbe  oeneSt 
of  the  poor  of  London,  unless  Local 
Authorities  competed  with  the  rich  for 
tbe  purchase  of  land.  Had  the  Bill 
stood  as  originally  introduced,  it  would 
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have  been  aa  important  step  towards 
the  "  municipaliiation  "  ol  the  land. 
Qaestioa  put,  and  ntgativid. 

Question,  "  That  those  vords  he  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  egrted  to. 

Mb.  FIGTON  said,  he  vould  su8:geBt 
that  a  similar  Amendment  should  be 
made  in  a  later  olatise  relating  to  Muni- 
cipol  Corporations,  who,  in  justice  to 
ratepayers,  ought  not  to  part  with  land 
at  lees  than  "  a  fair  market  price. " 

Sib  OHABLES  W.  DILKE  said,  the 
power  given  in  that  case  was  only  a  per- 
missive one,  and  Town  Councils  might 
be  trusted  to  eserdse  their  powers  pro- 
perly. The  differenoe  in  the  case  of 
London  was  that  it  was  the  Treasury, 
and  not  a  representatiTe  Body,  that  had 
to  part  with  the  land. 

Mb.  BBOADHUBST  moved,  as  an 
Amendment,  to  strike  out  the  Proviso  in 
Clause  14,  to  the  effect  that  the  annual 
value  of  gardens  attached  to  "  oottages  " 
should  not  exceed  £1. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  9,  line  14,  bj  iMving  out  sU  the 
words  inm  the  word  "  sere  "  to  &e  end  of  the 
ClanM.—( ifr.  Brtadhurtt.} 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  kft  out  stand  part  of  the 

The  SEORETART  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AesHETOK  Cross)  said,  he  could  not 
consent  to  the  Amendment;  but  he  would 
consent  to  the  Froviso  being  amended 
by  the  substitution  of  £3  for  £1. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  witMravm. 

Clause  ammdtd,  and  agrttd  to. 

Queen's  Conttnt  signified. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  ^ad  patted, 
with  the  Amendments. 

LABOOEEES  (IBBLANl))  (N...  9}  BILL. 

(,Mt.  Atlanuf  Qattrai  far  Irtlan^.) 

[bill    265.]      COnSIDEBATIOH    OF    LOBSS' 

AUBHDICKHTS. 


Lords'  Amendments  eoniidtrtd. 

Page  5,  line  12,  leave  out  ("twelve") 
and  insert  ("six"),  the  first  Amend- 
ment, read  a  second  time. 

Uotion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  this  House  doth  disagree  with 
yOJ^.   COC.    [third  sebiks] 
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the  Lords  in  the  said  Amendment" — 
[Ceiotui  Nolan.) 

Mb.  sexton  said,  he  would  impress 
upon  the  House  tho  necessity  and  im- 
portance of  disagreeing  with  the  Lords 
in  their  Amendment.  In  another  Bill 
the  number  of  signatures  required  was 
20. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  we 
IRELAND  (Ur.  Holues)  said,  that  the 
number  12  was  inserted  in  the  Bill 
with  the  unanimous  assent  of  the  Com- 
mons ;  and  if  the  objection  was  pressed 
they  were  not  prepared  to  agree  with 
the  Lords  in  reducing  the  number  to 
"six." 

Question  put,  and  agraed  to. 

Amendments,  as  far  as  page  6,  line 
38,  read  a  second  time. 

Page  6,  line  36.  leave  out("more") 
and  insert  ("less.") 

Mb.  sexton,  in  rising  to  move  that 
the  House  do  disagree  with  the  Lords 
in  this  Amendment,  giving  the  landlord 
more  than  one  month,  instead  of  one 
month,  to  petition  against  a  scheme  for 
the  erection  of  cottages,  said,  it  would 
enable  a  landlord  to  obstruct  indefinitely 
any  scheme.  He  would  not  press  his 
objection,  however,  if  the  Qovemment 
promised  that  they  would  get  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  make  a  regulation 
against  undne  time  being  given  to  peti- 
tion. It  would  remain  entirely  at  their 
discretion,  and  he  ehould  be  satisfied 
with  an  assurance  that  they  would  not 
permit  any  nareasonable  delay,  seeing 
that  it  was  of  the  essence  of  the  Bill 
that  it  ehould  be  promptly  carried  into 
efi'ect. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  fob  IRE- 
LAND (Sir  WiLLLut  Hart  Dtke)  said, 
he  would  promise  that  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  would  issue  sack  regu- 
latione.  The  matter,  as  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  said,  would  be  entirely  under 
their  control,  and  he  did  not  think  there 
was  any  intention  that  the  time  should 
be  unduly  extended. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Page  10,  after  the  first  ("cottage") 
insert  ("  which  is  in  a  bad  state  of  re- 
pair"), and  leave  out  ("or  may  pur- 
chase any  existing  cottage  "),  the  next 
Amendment,  read  a  second  time. 

Mb.  SEXTON,  in  rising  to  move  that 
the  House  do  disagree  with  the  Lord^^  I, ' 
3  p  '-'' 


Labwrtrt  (Inland)  {COMMONS} 


1891 

in  this  Amendment  in  relerenoe  to  the 
compulsory  purchase  of  oottages  in  a 
good  state  of  repair,  Raid,  the  effeot  of 
the  Amendment  would  bo  that  while 
the  Board  of  Guardians  could  purchase 
a  bouse  in  a  bad  state  of  repair,  and 
allot  half  an  acre  of  land  to  it,  they 
would  have  no  power  to  do  the  same 
with  respect  t»  a  cottage  in  a  good  state 
of  repair.  The  result  would  be  that  the 
labourer  in  a  bad  oottag;e  at  the  proaent 
moment  would  soon  be  better  off  than 
a  labourer  now  occupying  a  good  cot- 
tage. 

Motion  made,  and  Qnestion  proposed, 
"That  this  House  doth  disagree  with 
the  Lords  in  the  said  Amen^ent." — 
{Mr.  Ssxton.) 

The  ATTOENET  GENERAL  Foa 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holues)  said,  that  the 
Ooremment  must  support  the  Lords' 
Amendment  in  this  case.  They  could 
not  gire  the  Sanitary  Authority  power 
to  purchase  oompuleorily  cottages  in  a 
good  state  of  repair. 

CoLONKL  NOLAN  pressed  upon  the 
GoTemment  the  necessity  of  disagreeing 
irith  the  Lords'  Amendment. 

Colonel  COLTHUBST  supported  the 
Motion  ot  the  hon.  Hembei  for  Bligo 
(Mr.  Sexton). 

Me.  VmLIEEB  8TUAET  said,  he 
also  thought  the  Government  ehould 
reject  the  Amendment  made  by  the 
Lords. 

CoLoiTEL  KINQ-HARMAN  said,  he 
thought  the  diffionlty  which  presented 
itself  to  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland, 
regarding  houses  in  good  repair,  would 
be  met  by  enabling  the  Guardian  s 
purohasa  "  by  agreement "  houses  in 
good  state  of  repair. 

The  chief  BECEETAET  fob  IRE- 
LAND (Sir  WmJAH  Hart  Dyke)  said, 
that  the  QoTomment  would  aocept  the 
propoaal  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber for  the  County  of  Dublin  (Colonel 
King-Harman)  to  add  the  woiils  "by 
agreement "  to  the  Amendment  of  the 
Lords.  

Ma.  HEALT  said,  that  voold  not 
meet  the  difficulty,  as  there  was  no  power 
given  under  the  Act  to  enable  the  Guar- 
dians to  add  the  half-acre  of  land  to  a 
cott^^  in  good  repair  purchased  "  by 
agreement." 

Mk.  sexton  said,  they  would  accept 
the  addition  of  the  words  "by  agreS' 
Mr.  S*xton 


(ift.  2)  Silt. 


meat,"  if  the  Government  woold  oonsent 
to  add— 

And  msy  paroliau  and  allot  to  maj  ooen- 
pADt  of  any  lach  existing  cottage  lialf  an  acra 

Mr.  TOTTENHAM  said,  there  would 
e  no  objection  to  the  proposal  if  the 
half-an-acre  of  land,  as  well  as  the  cot- 
tage in  good  repair,  were  purchased  by 
agreement. 

Mr.  sexton  said,  they  would  aocept 
that  as  the  best  they  could  get 

Motion,  by  leave,  vtithdrttoM. 

Lords'  Amendment  amenM,  by  in- 
serting in  lieu  of  the  words  struuc  out 
by  the  Lords,  the  following  words  :— 

["  Or  majr  purchaM  by  agreement  any  exUt- 
ing  cottage,  or  by  agreement  may  porchaM  and 
allut  to  the  occupant  of  luch  existing  oottage 
half  an  acre  of  land.") 

Page    B,    line   22,    after   the    word 

acre,"  to  insert — 

"  Previded  also,  That,  eiCOTit  in  the  oaaa  of  a 
tract  of  land  in  the  nsighbooitiood  of  a  town  or 
villafa  aa  aforeaaid,  a  aanitMr  authority  shall 
not  let  or  permit  to  be  held  any  land  aoquired 
by  them  nnder  the  aajd  Act,  aa  amen&d  by 
this  Act,  to  or  by  any  penon  who  la  not  alio 
tenant  to  the  lamtaiy  authority  ot  a  dvaUinc- 

the  next  Amendment,  being  leaA  a 
seoond  time. 

Amendment  proposed  to  be  made  to 
the  said  Lords'  Amendment,  by  leavizir 
out  the  words  "  in  the  case  of  a  tract  oi 
land  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  town  or 
village  as  aforesaid,"  and  inserting  the 
words  "as  hereinbefore  provided,"— 
{Mr.  Stxton,) — instead  thereof . 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
said  Amendment." 

Amendment  to  the  aud  Amendment, 
by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  agrttd  to. 

Page  8,  leave  out  lines  24  ft  25,  the 
next  Amendment,  ditagrttd  to. 

Page  9,  line  36,  after  ("  aathori^  ") 
insert  {"  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Local  Government  Board"),  the  neit 
Amendment,  read  a  seoond  time. 

Me.  sexton,  in  rising  to  move  titat 
the  House  do  not  agree  wiui  this  Amend- 
ment,  making  the  area  of  chargeabiUly 
of  any  scheme  as  fixed  by  the  Otiardiana 
to  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  said,  the  Boards  f>i 
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The  ATTOENEY  GENERAL  foe 
lEELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  said,  it  was 
impoBsible  for  the  Government  to  agree 
with  the  Lords'  Amendment.  What  had 
been  done  in  the  matter  in  that  House 
was  the  result  of  a  long  discussion.  It 
was  suggested  that,  for  the  purposes 
of  this  Act,  there  should  be  a  national 
rate;  and  then  it  was  suggested  that 
there  should  be  a  Union  rate.  The  Go- 
vernment could  not  agree  to  those  pro- 
posals, and  after  a  long  discusaion  the 
House  felt  that  a  fait  solution  of  the 
question  vould  be  to  leave  the  matter 
to  the  discretion  of  the  Sanitary  Autho- 

CoLOMEi.  KINQ-HAEMAN  said,  that 
he  supposed  it  vaa  useless  for  him  to 
discuss  the  matter  after  the  decision  of 
the  Government  as  stated  by  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  He  wished, 
however,  to  deny  the  statement  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Monaghan 
(Mr.  Healy)  that  the  elected  Guardians 
were  generally  in  a  hopeless  minority. 
Such  was  not  the  fact. 

Question  put,  and  agrttd  to. 

Amendments  as  far  as  after  Clause  19, 
insert  Ctauses  (A.),  (B.),  and  (0.),  read 
a  second  time. 


Guardians  were  composed  half  of  elected 
representatives  and  half  of  ex  offieiot, 
practically  appointed  by  the  Grown;  and 
tte  did  not  see  why  the  House  of  Lords 
should  object  to  such  a  body  having  the 
power  to  fix  the  area  of  chargeability  as 
they  thought  proper.  If  the  Boards  of 
Guardians  had  not  this  power,  the  effect 
would  he  disastrous  on  the  prospect  of 
working  the  Bill.  That  was  shown  con- 
clusively in  the  Tullamore  Union,  where 
a  scheme  of  SO  cottages  fell  through, 
because  the  Local  Government  Board 
insisted  that  the  area  of  charge  should 
be  the  electoral  division,  the  smallest 
area  possible,  instead  of  the  dispensary 
district  as  fised  by  the  Guardians.  It 
was  most  unreasonable  that  full  discre- 
tion in  the  matter  should  not  be  left  to 
the  Sanitary  Authorities. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  this  House  doth  disagree  with 
the  Lords  in  the  said  Amendment." — 
{Mr.  Sexton.) 

Mb.  healy  said,  he  would  point 
ont  that  the  landlord  party  had  the  ma- 
jority in  most  of  the  Unions ;  and  there- 
fore Hiere  could  not  possibly  be  any 
objection,  from  that  point  of  view,      * 


matters,  generally  acted  on  the  advice 
of  their  Inspectors.  Now,  he  supposed 
one  of  the  most  ine£Bcient  men  in  Ire- 
land was  Colonel  Spaight,  the  Chief  of 
those  Inspectors.  ["Oh,  oh!"]  If  a 
person  looked  the  whole  country  through, 
they  could  not  find  a  more  inefficient 
man.  His  evidence  before  the  House  of 
Lords  showed  that,  and  yet  it  was  to 
such  men,  played-out  Militiamen  and 
played-out  military  men,  that  they  were 
going  to  entrust  this  power,  instead  of 
to  the  elected  representatives  of  the  rata- 

{ layers  and  those  representing  the  land- 
ords,  who  knew  the  requirements  of  the 
different  localities. 

Mr.  TOTTENHAM  said,  he  hoped 
that  the  Government  would  not  give 
way  on  this  point,  and  would  adhere  ' 
the  Lords'  Amendment. 

CoLoBBL  C0LTHTJE8T  said,  that  if 
the  choice  of  the  area  of  charge  ws 
be  left  to  anyone,  he  did  not  see  any 
barm  in  the  Local  Government  Board 
having  power  to  confirm  or  reverse  the 
decision  of  the  Guardians.  He  should 
prefer  that  the  area  of  charge  was 
whole  Union. 


Clause  (A.)  amended  by  inserting  after 
("lands")  in  line  8  the  words  ["in  the 
same  locality  "}. 

Subsequent  Amendments  eigrtei  to. 

Committee  appaintid,  "  to  draw  up  Beasooi 
to  be  ttstigiied  to  The  Lords  for  dimgreeing  to 
HTentl  of  the  Amendmenls  made  by  The  Lords 
to  the  said  Bill ;"— Sir  Willlam  Hart  Dikb, 
Sir.  ArroKNKV  Oe,heh*l  for  Irelanh,  Mr. 
Bou&iE,  Sir  Hbnuv  Holland,  Mr.  SoLiciTua 
Qehbkal,  Mr.  Akbbb-Dololas,  Mr.  Sbitoic, 
Colonel  Nolan,  Colonel  Colthubbt,  snd  Hr. 
Healt:— To  withdraw  immodiataly  :— Three 
to  be  the  qaorum. 

Subsequently, 

.  Beasons  for  disagreeing  to  the  Lords' 
Amendments  reported,  and  agreed  to. 

To  be  communicated  to  the  Lords. 

EDUCATIONAL  ENDOWMENTS  (lEE. 

LAND)  BILL  [Ltrdt\. 

(Jfr.  Altoniy  Qmiralfor  Ireland.) 

[bill  176.]      COMUITTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair." — {Mr.  dtlorneg  General  for  Irt- 
land.)  I 

3  r ,  '^gle 


Toi 
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Mh.  sexton  asked  whether  tho  Go- 
Ternment  could  now  state  the  names  of 
the  three  Assiatant  Commieeioners  to  be 
appointed  under  the  Act?  The  Chief 
Commisaionere  (Lord  Justice  FitzOibbon 
and  the  Bight  Hon.  John  Naiah,  ex-Lord 
ChaDcellor)  were  named  in  the  Bill. 

Mb.  HKALT  said,  he  hoped  that  it 
was  not  true  Dr.  Mahaffy  was  to  be  ap- 

■  ited  Secretary  of  the  CommiaBion, 
it  vas  hardly  an  office  he  could  fill 
with  satiafaction.  No  person  respected 
more  than  they  did  Dr.  Mahaffy's  abili- 
ties ;  he  was  a  man  of  high  attainmects, 
and  a  credit  to  his  coimtry ;  but  he  was 
a  geDtleman  who  entertained  strong  opi- 
nions upon  the  matters  dealt  with  in 
this  Bill. 

The  ATTOENET  GENEEAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holhbb)  said,  there 
was  no  foundation  for  the  rumour  re- 
ferred to  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Monaghan  (Mr.  Healy).  Of 
coarse,  Dr.  Habaffy  waa  a  man  T»ry 
veil  qualified  for  this  office  ;  but  he  was 
certainly  not  a  gentleman  who  would  be 
likely  to  ba  appointed  Secavtary  of  a 
Commission  of  this  kind,  for  the  simple 
reason  that  bis  position  in  the  literary 
world  placed  him  far  above  it.  Indeed, 
the  idea  had  never  been  suggested  that 
he  should.  As  to  the  Assistant  Commis- 
sioners, he  (Mr.  Holmes)  was  afraid  the 
Government  were  not  in  a  position  to 
give  the  names  of  the  Aeeistant  Commis- 
sioners at  present,  for  this  reason — that 
they  had  not  yet  commiiDicated  with  the 
gentlemen  who  were  eligible  for  the 
offices.  However,  the  Bill  provided,  and 
care  would  be  taken,  that  the  three  gen- 
tlemen who  would  be  appointed  would 
he  well  quali6ed  in  educational  mattera. 
He  thought  the  House  would  trust  the 
Government  that  proper  appointments 
would  be  made. 

QuestioD  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  eontidtred  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1  (Interpretation  of  terms). 

The  ATTOENEY  GENEEAL  foh 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmks)  said,  he  pro- 
posed to  omit  the  words  in  the  clause 
having  reference  to  an  looorporated 
Society,  there  being  no  such  society  in 
Ireland  to  which  the  description  in  the 
clause  would  apply.  The  draftsman  ap< 
peared  to  have  adopted  the  words  from 
a  Scotch  Ant  passed  a  few  years  ago; 
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but  they  were  not  applicable  to  Ire- 
land. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  I, 
line  IH,  to  leave  out  from  the  word 
"purposes  "  to  end  of  line  23. 

AnLendment  agreed  to. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Attoeitet  Oekeral 
for  luEL&ND,  tho  following  Amendment 
made:— Page  l.line  27,  after  "tbereof," 
insert  "and  shall  include  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Education  in  Ireland." 

Clause,  as  amended,  agrud  to. 

Clause  2  (Short  title)  agrud  to. 

Clause  3  (Commencement  of  Act). 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Attobnet  Gene&aj. 
for  Ihelaitd  the  fallowing  Amendment 
made:  —  Page  2,  line  10,  leave  out 
"  November,"  and  insert  "  October." 

Ctauee,  as  amended,  agrttd  to, 
Commitrimtrt. 

Clause  4  (Appointment  of  Commis- 
sioners). 

Mb.  sexton  said,  he  thought  this 
would  be  a  convenient  time  tor  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  to  tell  the 
Committee  how  the  new  Board  wonld 
work.  As  the  clause  stood  in  the  BiU 
thoro  were  to  be  three  CommiBsionera, 
who  had  equal  responsibilities  and 
equal  powers  ;  but  this  clause  was  to  be 
struck  out,  and  the  new  Board  waa  to 
consist  of  five  Members,  of  whom  two 
were  to  be  Judicial  Commissioners,  the 
other  three  being  called  Assistant  Com- 
missioners. The  Eight  Hon.  Gerald 
FitzQibbon  was  certainly  a  gentleman  of 
great  experience  in  the  work  of  educa- 
tion, and  one  of  the  Commission  upon 
whose  Eeport  the  Bill  was  founded; 
and,  with  Ex-Lord  Chancellor  Naisb, 
he  had  no  reason  tor  doubting  that  in 
any  jurisdiction  they  might  exercise 
under  this  Act  they  would  pay  ooomder- 
able  regard  to  the  interest  of  the  Oatho* 
lie  people  of  Ireland,  bo  long  forgotten 
or  neglected  in  regard  to  the  educational 
endowments  of  tneir  country.  In  no 
hostile  spirit  did  he  comment  on  these 
appointments.  As  to  the  Assistant  Com- 
sioners,  it  was  inconvenient  not  to  have 
their  names,  because  a  scheme  of  this 
character  would  altogether  depend  upon 
the  persons  who  were  appointed  to  work 
it,  and  his  appreciation  of  the  scheme 
might  be  favourably  affected  if  he  knew 
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th«  men  who  would  carry  it  out.  How 
iras  the  work  to  be  divided  between  the 
Judicial  Oommiesioners  and  the  Aasiatant 
Commissioners  ?  The  Judicial  CommiB- 
flioners  were  to  aign  erery  scbeme  sub- 
mitted to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  but  the 
others  were  not  to  do  so  ;  therefore,  as 
to  the  functions  of  the  AsslBtaDt  Com- 
misaioners,  he  was  left  somewhat  in  the 
dark;  but  he  supposed  they  would  do 
something  in  the  preparatory  work. 
But  there  was  a  curious  and  novel  line 
of  cleavage  between  them.  It  appeared 
that  the  Judicial  Oommiaaioners,  by  cer- 
tificate to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  might 
OTSrride  the  opinion  of  the  Assistant 
Commissioners.  It  was  essential,  be 
thought,  to  have  some  explanation  on 
this  point.  Then  he  observed  that  the 
Judicial  Commissioners  were  not  to  be 
subject  to  any  personal  liability  for  costs 
or  otherwise  in  respect  of  anything  done 
or  omitted  by  them  as  CommisaioneTs. 
They  would  receive  no  salary — that  he 
supposed  was  because  they  had  no  re- 
sponsibility, and  then  there  was  a 
ourious  difference  in  the  tenure  of  office 
of  the  Judicial  Commissioners  and  the 
Assistant  CommisBioners,  the  former 
holding  office  during  good  behaviour, 
the  Assistant  Commissioners  during  the 
pleasure  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  What 
was  the  meaning  of  that  difference? 
He  thought  the  Assistant  Commissioners 
should  have  as  good  a  tenure  of  office 
as  their  Judicial  Colleagues. 

Thb  CHAIBUAN  :  I  may  ask  the 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  it  would  not  be 
more  regular  to  raise  this  discussion  on 
the  new  clause  which  touches  all  these 
points? 

Mr.  sexton  said,  technically  it 
might  be  so ;  but  he  had  mentioned  them 
now,  and  it  would  save  explanation 
again.  The  only  other  observation  he 
had  to  make  was  in  regard  to  the  power 
of  the  Treasury  to  assign  the  salaries  to 
the  Assistant  Commissioners  and  others. 
The  Treasury  were  apt,  he  thought,  to 
starve  Irish  salaries,  and  It  would  be 
better  to  have  the  salaries  fixed  in  the 
Bill. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Ur.  Holmes)  said,  the 
questions  put  to  him  were  perfectly  rea- 
sonable, even  if  they  were  not  strictly 
regular,  and  he  thought  the  Committee 
would  allow  him  to  reply.  It  would 
enable  them  to  understand  the  nature  of 
the  changes  made  in  the  Bill.    As  the 


Bill  originally  stood,  and  as  it  was 
passed  by  the  House  of  Lords,  there 
were  to  be  three  Cummissionera,  who 
would  be  bound  to  give  their  entire 
time  to  the  discharge  of  their  duties 
under  the  Bill.  It  seemed  to  the  Qo- 
vemment,  on  consideration,  that  if  this 
arrangement  were  adhered  to,  it  would 
be  hardly  possible  to  obtain  the  ser- 
vices of  the  class  of  men  required  for 
the  purpose  of  framing  schemes  for  the 
management  of  endowments  in  a  satis- 
factory manner.  First-rate  men  could 
not  be  obtained,  because  they  were  in- 
variably engaged  in  other  afTairs ;  and 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  it  was 
a  temporary  Commission,  coming  to 
an  end  in  two  years,  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  secure  the  services  of  the 
class  of  men  required  if  the  original 
clause  were  adhered  to.  It  was  quite 
right  there  should  be  a  certain  propor- 
tion of  paid  officials  on  the  Board ;  but 
if  those  gentlemen  were  allowed  to  con- 
duct scholastic  and  educational  work, 
giving  a  portion  of  their  time  to  work 
under  the  BOl,  then  he  believed  they 
could  get  the  men  they  desired  to  have 
as  Assistant  Commissioners.  The  object 
of  the  distinction  between  the  Judicial 
Commissioners  and  the  Assistant  Com* 
misaionere  ha  would  explain.  Accord- 
ing to  the  original  plan  of  the  Bill,  eveiy 
scheme  was  subject  to  the  revision  of 
the  Court  of  Chancery  upon  application 
of  any  person  affected ;  and  that,  of 
conrse,  would  throw  considerable  ex- 
pense on  the  Board,  the  matter  being 
argued  by  counsel  on  either  side  in 
long  and  elaborate  discussion.  On  the 
whole,  the  Government  did  not  think 
that  would  be  a  satisfactory  way  of 
arranging  matters.  They  Uiought  it 
better  to  have  the  decision  of  distin- 
guished men  of  legal  experience  and 
knowledge  of  educational  wants,  who 
would  not  bo  required  to  give  np  their 
whole  time,  and  through  them,  in  the 
first  instance,  schemes  would  be  pre- 
sented. The  two  unpaid  Judicial  Com- 
missioners would  take  the  place  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery  ;  by  signing  their 
names  they  would  give  their  sanction ; 
and  in  the  new  clause  it  would  be  pro> 
vided  that  no  scheme  should  be  brought 
before  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council 
for  approval  without  the  signatures  of 
the  two  Judicial  Commissioners.  The 
division  of  labour  between  the  two 
classes  of  Commissioners  would  amount 
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to  thia— tho  Bclionic,  so  far  a^  it  dealt 
with  educational  matters,  would  be  pre- 
pared by  the  Asaistant  OcmmisaJoQere ; 
it  vould  then  be  brought  before  the 
Judicial  Commissioners,  who  would  look 
at  it  aa  lawyeis  having  regard  to  the 
interests  of  alt  claasea,  and  they,  being 
gentlemen  of  high  educational  endow- 
mentfl,  would  be  enabled  to  revise,  in 
any  material  respect,  the  scbemea  sub- 
mitted to  them ;  then,  on  their  high 
authority,  and  with  their  aignatures  as 
proof  of  their  sanction,  the  scheme  would 
be  brought  before  the  notice  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  in  Council.  That  was  how 
the  Commission  would  work,  and  would 
show  why,  in  the  new  clause,  two  classes 
of  Commiaaioners  were  provided.  He 
'was  not  in  a  position  to  give  the  names 
of  the  Assistant  Commissioners  ;  but  he 
thought  the  names  of  the  Judicial  Com- 
missioners would  indicate  the  lines  upon 
which  the  appointments  would  be  made. 
Be  regretted  that  he  oould  not  give  the 
names.  For  his  not  doing  so  there 
vere  two  causes— first,  the  difficulty  of 
communicating  with  fit  and  proper  per- 
sons within  the  short  time  the  Qovern- 
inent  had  had  for  the  purpose;  and, 
secondly,  the  illness  of  the  Viceroy  for 
the  last  day  or  two ;  but  he  trusted 
the  names  would  be  made  known  in  a 
very  short  time.  As  to  the  responsibili- 
ties that  were  not  to  attach  to  the  Judi- 
cial Commissioners,  he  thought  it  better 
that  the  words  should  apply  to  the 
whole  body  of  Commissioners.  With 
regard  to  the  tenure  of  office  of  the 
Assistant  Commissioners,  it  was  usual 
in  offices  of  that  character,  and  he  did 
not  like  to  set  a  different  precedent.  Of 
course,  having  regard  to  tbe  high  posi- 
tion of  the  Judicial  Commissioners,  ihey 
ought  not  to  be  liable  to  removal  at  a 
moment's  notice  by  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant. 

Me.  HEALY  said,  he  had  no  doubt 
the  Government  would  do  their  beat  to 
make  the  Act  work  well.  Ho  hoped 
they  would  avoid  imitating  the  appoint- 
ments made  under  the  Intermediate 
Education  Act,  or  grafting  on  any 
paid  official  from  that  Board  to  this  new 
Board.  They  were  gentlemen  whose 
conduct  had  been  frequently  questioned 
in  that  House,  not  so  scrupulously  as 
was  intended,  but  several  questions  had 
been  asked.  He  trusted  they  would 
take  nobody  officially  connected  with 
the  Education  Board,  like  Mr.  Crouch 
The  AlUrttf*/  Gmeralfor  Inland 
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and  others ;  to  do  so  would  only  gire 
rise  to  additional  discontent. 

Mb.  sexton  said,  if  it  was  the  usual 
course  for  Assistant  Commissioners  to 
hold  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  he  did  not  object;  bat 
had  it  been  consonant  with  usage  ha 
should  have  preferred  that  all  should 
hold  office  during  good  behaviour. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Atioritbt  Oeneoal 
for  IsELUTD  Clause  omitUi. 

Clause  S  (Powers  of  Commissioners}. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Attorhst  Qei^bal 
for  IsELAND  the  following  Amendment 
made:— Page  2,  line  43,  after  "or," 
insert  ("in  the  case  of  endowments  ap- 
plicable for  intermediate  eduoation  "). 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3, 
line  4,  to  leave  out  the  word  "solely." 

•{Mr.  Mtoritejf  Oeneral/or  Jrtland.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
proposed  to  ^e  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause. " 

Colonel  KINQ-HAEMAN  said,  ha 
did  not  quite  understand  why  the  word 
should  be  struck  out.  There  was  no  in- 
tention to  divert  endowments  from  their 
purpose. 

Mb.  sexton  said,  the  woid  was  do 
doubt  uselessly  introduced. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  r  Mr.  Holues)  said,  the  word 
was  technically  correct  aooording  to  the 
origiaal  reading  of  the  clause,  which 
provided  for  the  transfer  of  elementaty 
education  endowments  to  the  Commis- 
of  National  Education ;  but  on 
consideration  the  Government  did  not 
think  that  was  desirable  ;  and  the  onl; 
provision  now  proposed  was  that  such 
uudowments  should  be  subject  to  the 
inspection  of  the  National  Board. 

Amendment  ogretd  to. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  pai^e  3,  lico  1,  after  tba  word  "  edacation, 
to  leave  out  the  words  "  tranifeninit  luch  ta- 
dowmeatB  to."  and  iosert  "placiactlie  ichiMll 
undei  tha  inspectioa  uid  contiu  of." — ('r. 
Atlonuy  Omtralfar  Inlaiti,)^ 

Mr.  sexton  said,  while  he  wi* 
willing  to  allow  the  CommisuonsTS  ^ 
National  Education  in  such  cases  ths 
power  of  inspection,  the  words  "in- 
spection and  control"  conferred  too 
much  power.  "Control"  should  b« 
omitted. 
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Amendment  proposed  to  the  said  pro- 
posed Amendment,  to  leave  out  the  vords 
"  and  control." — (Jfr.  Sixttn.) 

Amendment  agretd  to. 

Ameadmeat,  as  amended,  agrttd  to. 


On  Motion  of  Ur.  Attoutet  Qbhbbal 
for  Irelaitd  the  following  Amendments 
made : — Page  8,  line  6,  teave  out  from 
"  education,  to  end  of  liae  6 ;  line  13, 
after  first  "goTeming;  bodies,"  insert "  or 
transferring  endowments  from  one  go- 
verning body  to  another;  "  liae  15,  at 
end,  add  "or  vesting  endowments  in 
any  existing  corporate  bodies  in  trust 
for  such  governing  bodies;"  line  16, 
ailer  "sell,"  insert  "demise;  "  line  21, 
after  "sales,"  insert  "demises." 

Mb.  HEALY  said,  this  clause  dealt 
Tith  investments,  and  it  was  natural 
those  would  be  made  through  the  Bank 
of  Ireland.  Though  he  was  not  raising 
objection  upon  this  point  now,  it  was 
right  it  should  be  understood  that  in 
future  any  Government  Bills  coming  be- 
fore the  House  and  dealing  with  invest- 
jnents  would  be  closely  criticized,  and, 
if  necessary,  opposed ;  and  this  institu- 
tiou  mnst  sooner  or  later  pass  under 
considerable  chaoges,  and  it  would  be 
ivell,  until  those  were  effected,  to  use 
some  other  medium  not  so  likely  soon  to 
form  the  subject  of  stringent  inquiry 
and  discussion. 

Clause,  as  amended,  (tgrttd  to. 

Clause  6  (Scope  of  Commission). 

The  attorney  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr,  Holmes)  said,  the  ob- 
ject of  this  clause,  apart  from  the  refer- 
ence to  Industrial  Museums  and  Li- 
braries, was,  as  far  as  possible,  to  keep 
endowments  to  localities ;  but,  on  con- 
sideration, he  thought  that  thereby  the 
action  of  theCommiBsionwouldbe  unduly 
restricted,  and  an  endowment,  however 
valuable  in  itself,  might  bo  deprived  of 
its  full  value.  As  to  Industrial  Museums 
and  Libraries,  however  valuable  as  ad- 
juncts, they  were  not  educational  insti- 
tutions in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the 
term. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the 
Clause. — (Jfr.  Attorney  Gtntrai  for  Irt- 
Und.) 

Amendment  agrted  to. 

Clause  omitttd. 


Eadowmtnti  suijeet  to  Commimon. 

Clause  7  (Act  not  to  apply  to  certain 
endowments). 

On  Motion  of  _Mr.  Attoeitbt  Oekzbal 
for  IsELAND  the  following  Amendment 
made :— Page  4,  line  8.  leave  out  from 
"be,"  to  "given,"  in  line  11. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  psge  4,  line  13,  at  end  of  lin«,  insert  ss 
new  iDb-^eetians — (fi.)  "  Or  to  any  endowment 
consiiting  of  Tolantaiy  lubacriptione,  or  acou- 
mulatione,  or  inveitments  thnraot :  or  (S)  To 
any  endowment  applicable  eiclaeively  for  the 
benefit  of  penone  of  an;  particular  religions 
denomination,  and  which  is  ander  the  exclniive 
control  of  peraons  of  that  denomination." — 
[Xr.  Attonuy  Omtralfor  Jrilani.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  new 
sub -sections  DO  there  inserted." 

Me.  SEXTON  said,  he  did  not  think 
"  applicable  "  was  quite  the  right  word 
to  use.  Money  used  in  one  direction  for 
many  years  might  from  use  be  appli- 
cable. "Provided,"  or  "intended ex- 
clusively," would  be  better. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  said  pro- 
posed Amendment,  after  the  word  "  ex- 
clueivaly,"  odd  the  words  "and  pro- 
vided."— (Jfr.  Sexton.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  t». 

Clause  8  (Apportionment  of  mixed 
endowments). 

Mb.  SEXTON  asked  what  was  the 
meaning  of  the  words  "  other  charitable 
uses,"  where  any  part  of  an  edocational 
endowment  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Act  was  applied  to  other  purposes? 
Was  it  held  that  education  was  a  chari- 
table purpose  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  por 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holhes)  said,  it  had 
been  heldso  again  and  again. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  9  (Application  to  education  of 
non-educational  endowments). 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Attohnet  Oene- 
EAL  for  Ibei^nd  the  following  Amend- 
ment made  : — Page  5,  line  33,  at  end 
add— 

"  The  Commisaiooen,  with  the  consent  of  the 
Commiisionere  (^  Education  in  Ireland,  ma;  by 
on;  scheme  or  achemoB  uqder  this  Act  oonfer 
npon  the  aaid  Commisaionen  of  Education  all 
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or  any  aucb  fuTther.  additional,  or  amended 
powers  u  may  appear  Decnury  or  expedient 
for  the  management  and  cantrol  of  the  eodow- 
menU  vestod  in  or  controlled  by  the  said  Com' 
missioners  of  EducalioD,  or  for  the  efficient 
exercise  of  the   powers  of  the   said  Commis- 

AmeDdment  agreed  to. 
Olause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  10  (Endowments  for  appren- 
ticeship fees,  maintenance,  and  doming, 
to  be  deemed  eduoational). 

On  Uotioo  of  Ur.  Attorney  Uexebal 
for' iKELAifD  the  following  Amendment 
maSe:— Page  6,  line  2,  after  "fees," 
insert  "  or  for  marriage  portions ; "  line 
4,  after  "  children,"  ineart  "  or  young 
persona." 

Clause,  as  amended,  agretd  to. 
BequitiUt  of  Sehemn. 

Claose  11  (Vested  intereete)  agreed  to. 

Clause  12  (Intereata  acquired  after 
passing  of  Act). 

Mb.  sexton  said,  ho  would  direct 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's 
attention  to  the  language  of  line  32 — 

"  But  this  provision  shall  not  prevect  them 
(the  Ooveming  Body)  from  continuing  any 
urorks  begun  before  toe  passing  of  this  Act,  or 
from  doing  anything  necessary  tor  the  repair 
or  maiDtenance  of  buildiogg  or  residences  exist- 
ing at  the  passing  of  this  Aot." 
The  Ooverning  Body  might  have  ap- 
plied their  funds  to  building  or  enlarg- 
ing of  Bohoola— the  work  might  have 
just  commenced — he  did  not  see  why 
they  should  be  allowed  to  continue  such, 
or  to  maintain  buildings  that  might  be 
put  to  bettor  use,  or  were  quite  uosuited 
to  their  purpose.  He  would  propose  to 
omit  the  words  "  containing  any  works 
begun  before  the  passing  of  this  Act, 
or " 

The  attorney  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Ur.  Holmes)  said,  it  would 
bave  a  moat  unsatisfactory  result  to 
omit  these  words.  As  soon  as  the  Act 
became  law  no  new  work  would  be  com- 
menced ;  but  if  the  work  was  actually 
begun  it  would  be  a  most  unsatisfactory 
thing  to  leave  it  unfinished.  Besides, 
the  Gorercing  Body  would  be  liable  for 
breaches  of  contract. 

Mr.  sexton  said,  then  perhaps  the 
words"  under  contract  "after  "begun" 
might  be  inserted. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  roa 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Houibs)  said,  aappose 


a  house  had  been  half  built  under  con- 
tract or  not,  it  would  be  a  most  anaatia- 
factory  thing  that  the  house  ahonld  not 
be  allowed  to  be  finished. 

Mb.  sexton  said,  but  suppose  they 
had  jnst  dug  out  the  foundations  of  an 
espenaire  building  of  which  the  Com- 
missioDers  could  sot  approve,  waa  it  best 
to  allow  the  Governing  Body  to  go  on 
apending  hundreds  of  pounds  in  a  way 
the  Commissioners  did  not  approve  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  HolmksI  aaid.  he 
thought  the  Governing  Bodies  might  be 
left  to  their  discretion  so  far. 

Clause  agrted  tc. 

Clause  13  (Interests  of  particular 
classes  to  be  kept  in  view). 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Attobnst  Obhelal 
for  IsELAKD  the  following  Amendment 
made: — Page  7,  line  4,  after  "gO' 
nerally,"  insert  "or  of  a  partioalar 
class." 

Clause,  as  amended,  agrted  to. 

Clause  14  (Selection  of  benefiraaries) 
agrttd  to. 

Clause  15  (Benefits  to  be  extended  to 
girls). 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  7,  line 
13,  after  the  word  "  made,"  to  insert 
the  words  "  if  the  amount  of  Uie  endow- 
ment will  admit." — {Mr.  Attoriug  Q*- 
nwal  for  Ireland.) 


Mr.  THOMASSON  eaid,  this  seemed 
to  him  to  weaken  the  effect  of  the  clause 
unnecessarily.  The  clause  provided  that 
the  benefits  of  the  Act  should  be  ex- 
tended, as  far  as  possible,  to  both  sexes ; 
and  the  words  of  the  clause  followed 
those  of  the  Scotch  Act,  which  did  not 
contain  the  words  now  proposed  to  bo 
inserted,  and  which  he  thought  not  in 
any  way  necessary.  The  provision  for 
an  equitable  arrangement  as  far  aa  poa- 
sible  under  local  circumstances  between 
the  sexes  was  all  that  was  necessary. 

Mk.  WOODALL  eaid,  he  would 
join  in  the  protest  against  the  limitation 
which  the  insertion  of  the  words  in  the 


IRELAND  (Mr.  HouiEs)  said,  he  did 
not  think  they  would  veiy  much  matter. 
U  the  endowment  did  not  proride  the 
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means,  neceaaarilythe  arrangement  oould 
not  be  made^ 

Mb.  ABTHITB  ABNOLD  said,  if  the 
■worda  were  unimportant  then  they  should 
be  omitted.  He  could  understand  that 
-tbej  might  he  constraed  so  as  to  be 
very  objectioiiable. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdraien. 

Clause  agreed  U. 

Olaose  16  (Tenure  of  oflioe  of  teachers, 
Ao.) 

CoLOKEL  NOLAN  said,  he  thoBght 
the  language  ol  this  clause  was  a  little 
too  strong.  It  prorided  for  the  dismissal 
at  pleasure  of  every  officer  or  teacher 
under  the  Governing  Body,  and  he 
thought  the  words  "  at  pleasure  "  might 
be  omitted.  Let  the  power  of  aum- 
ntary  diamisaal  remain;  but  let  the 
officer  or  teacher  have  the  right  to  ap- 
peal to  B  Oonrt  of  Law  should  he  feel 
a^frieTed. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  7,  line 
18,  to  leave  out  the  words  "at  pleasure." 
— (^Colonel  Nolan.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  he  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

OoIiOHBlKINO-HABMAN  said,  there 
was  another  point  in  connection  with  the 
power  of  dismissal ;  he  did  not  see 
why,  in  preparing  schemes,  the  Com- 
missioners should  not  have  power  of 
compensating  those  whose  interests 
would  be  affected. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Hr.  Holmes)  said,  there 
was  a  clause  in  the  Bill  providing  for 
that. 

Ur.  HEALT  said,  he  would  point 
out  that  lower  down  in  the  17th  clause 
there  was  a  provision  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  public  Inspector — as  to  which 
he  would  have  something  to  say  later  on 
— what  be  had  to  suggest  now  was  that 
the  wording  of  the  clause — 


would  not  include  the  Inspector.  There 
was  no  power  to  dismiss  him.  It  might 
be  a  very  nice  legal  point  whether  the 
Inspector  was  inuuded  among  the  offi- 
osrs. 

Tbe  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  fok 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Huuies)  said.  Clause 
16  dealt  with  a  different  subject-matter 
to  Clause  17.    The  officers  referred  to 
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under  Clause  16  were  the  officers  of  the 
Governing  Body.  The  Commissioners 
wonld  not  have  the  power  of  dismissal 
in  themselves ;  they  wonld  merely  make 
and  arrange  the  sohenie  which  the  Go- 
verning Body  would  carry  out.  The 
Inspeotor,  under  Clause  17,  would  be  an 
officer  appointed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
and  liable  to  dismissal  by  him. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  17  (InspeotioQ  and  audit). 

The  attorney  GENERAL  toe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  said,  he  did 
not  move  the  first  of  his  Amendments  on 
the  Paper  to  this  clause. 

Mk.  HEALY  thought  it  would  be  well 
to  give  the  power  of  appointing  Inspec- 
tors to  the  Comnueeioners  of  National 
Education  aa  well  as  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant. 

Ths  attorney  general  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  said,  the  ob- 
jection to  that  was  that  it  would  not  be 
well  to  give  the  power  to  temporary 
Commissioners,  who  would  cease  to  hold 
office  at  the  end  of  three  years. 

On  Motion  of  Hr.  Attobztet  Gknebil 
for  Ibelard  the  following  Amendment 
made : — Page  7,  line  28,  after  "  Board," 
insert  "or  other  competent  authority." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  moved,  in 
page  7,  line  28,  to  leave  out  bom 
" scheme,"  to  "and,"  in  line  31,  and 
insert  "  the  expense  of  such  inspection 
and  audit." 

Mr.  SEXTON  said,  that  if  those 
words  were  left  out  there  would  be  no 
security  in  the  Bill  in  regard  to  the  re- 
muneration of  these  Inspectors,  or  for 
the  presentation  of  Reports  to  the  publio 
authorities. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes),  after  all,  did 
not  think  there  was  any  objection  to  the 
words,  and  would  withdraw  his  Amend- 
ment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  wilkdraion. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Attoknet  General 
for  lRKLAin>  the  following  Amendment 
made : — Page  7,  tine  31,  leave  out  from 
"endowments,"  to  end  of  Olause,  and 
insert  "aa  the  scheme  may  provide." 

Clause,  as  amended,  tyreti  U.  ^ 

I  ^.LyCoogle 
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Clause  1 8  (ProTiBion  for  future  altera- 
tion of  schemea). 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  ATTOBirEr  Qerebal 
for  ISEi.Ain>  the  following  Amendment 
made: — Page  7,  line  43,  leavo  out 
"with  the  Donsent  of  the  Lord  lien- 
tenant." 

OlauBe,  aa  amended,  agrttd  to. 

Clauses  19  to  21,  inolumve,  affn»d  to. 

Clause  22  (Ooveming  bod;  maj  lodge 
objections). 

Ms.  BEXTON  said,  that  before  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gtentleman  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  moved  his 
Amendment  to  this  clause  he  wished  to 
ask  him  whether  he  thought  that  one 
GommissioDer  wonld  be  sufficient  to 
hold  these  local  public  inquiries  oon- 
cemins  the  subject-matter  of  schemes  ? 
Would  it  not  be  better  to  sa;  "  two  or 
more?" 

The  ATTOENET  GENERAL  for 
IBELAWD  (Mr.  Holkes)  aaid,  he  had 
no  objection  to  that.  He  would  more  to 
leave  out  the  words  "  one  or  two,"  and 
insert  "  two  or  more." 

Amendm^Dt  agritd  io. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agmd  to. 

Clause  23  (Aa  to  framing  of  schemes). 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Attobnxt  Gknxral 
for  Ibelahd  the  following  Amendments 
made: — Page  8,  line  33,  after  "or," 
leave  out  "  two,"  and  insert  "morej" 
after  "  the,"  insert "  judicial." 

Clause,  as  amended,  egrt*i  to. 

Clause  24  (Approval  of  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant to  sohemes). 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  p«ge  B,  line  II,  t«  Iwve  oat  from 
"month*,"  t«"  the,"  is  line  13. — {Mr.  Atttmttn 
Omirat  ftr  Irtl»nd.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  DO  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

Mb.  sexton  wished  to  know  whe- 
ther, after  the  soheme  was  drairn  up,  the 
8nb-Commisuoneishadno  further  con- 
cern with  it  ? 

Tbb  ATTOENET  GENEEAL  roB 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holueb)  said,  he 
did  not  think  that  at  all.  The  Assistant 
Commissioners  would  assist  until  the 
matter  was  completed. 

Amendment  agretd  to. 
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Clause  25  (Proceedings  where  scheme 
is  remitted). 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Attoutbt  Okksru. 
for  Ibcladd  the  following  Amendment 
made : — Page  9,  line  38,  after  "  the," 
insert  "judicial." 

Clause,  as  amended,  agr*§d  to. 

Clause  26  (Quorum  of  Qoverning 
Body)  agrud  to. 

Olanse  27  (Petition  to  Chancery  Di- 
risiou  on  questions  of  law). 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
the  Clause. — {Mr.  Atlontty  Oetural  for 
IrtUind.) 

CoLOJFBL  KING-HAEMAN  could  not 
understand  why  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  wanted  to  leave  oat 
this  and  the  next  clause. 

Thb  ATTOENET  GENEEAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Houos)  said,  that 
these  clauses  were  very  proper  ones 
under  the  original  scheme ;  but  having 
appointed  two  Head  Commissioners  it 
seemed  to  him  that  it  would  embarrass 
the  authorities  without  necessity  if  they 
put  them  to  the  expense  of  these  addi- 
tional ai^als  ft'om  two  of  the  moat 
eminent  Judges  in  Ireland. 

Mb.  SEXTON  aaid,  he  should  have 
thought  the  hon.  and  gallant  GenUeman 
had  got  all  the  appeals  he  wanted  In 
the  Labourers'  Act. 

Amendment  agrted  to. 

Clause  omitted. 

Clause  28  (Judgment  of  Court  final. 
Coats). 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Attobsey  Qknbbal 
for  Ibelakd  Clause  omitttd. 

Glauses  29  to  38,  inolurive,  agrnd  to. 

Clause  34  (Cost  of  publishing  scheme, 
Ac.) 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Attoenby  Genbbai. 
for  Ibelahd  the  following  Amendment 
made: — Page  12,  line  12,  after  "cost," 
leave  out  "of,"  and  insert  "incnrrod 
by  or  under  the  direction  of  the  Oom- 


Tbe  ATTOENET  GENEEAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  moved,  in 
page  12,  tine  13,  to  leave  out  from 
"Aot"to  "shall,"  in  line  15,  and  in- 
sert— 

"  Bhall  b«  put  of  the  azpeniM  incurred 
under  thii  Act,  snd  any  coat  propaiiy  and 
neoMsuily  inearred  by  any  goveniag  body 
under  tUi  Act." 
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Mr.  sexton  said,  he  saw  the  words 
"  DuiUn  GttutU"  in  the  words  the  right 
hoD.  and  learned  Qentleman  proposed 
to  leave  out.  It  appeared  to  him  that 
by  means  of  this  Amendment  the  right 
lion,  and  learned  Gentleman  was  at- 
tempting to  elide  the  expenses  ol  Tk» 
Dublin  Oavttt  into  the  expenses  under 
this  Act.  The  words  should  be  left  as 
they  were. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  xeithdrmen. 

Ol&use,  as  amended,  agrttd  to. 

Clauses  3d  to  37,  inolusive,  agrndlo. 

Clanse  38  (Betums,  &o.  by  governing 
body). 

On  Uotion  of  Mr.  Attorney  Qehzral 
for  IBEI.AND  the  following  Amend- 
ments made: — Page  13,  line  2,  after 
Lord  Lieutenant,"  insert  "or  other- 
vise;"  line  3,  after  "require,"  insert 
"or  as  any  scheme  framed  onder  this 
Act  may  direct." 

Clause,  as  amended,  agrttd  lo. 

Clause  39  (Provision  for  default  of 
governing  body). 

On  Uotion  of  Mr.  Attobnkt  Oxrz- 
HAL  for  Irelaks,  the  following  Amend- 
ments made: — Page  13,  line  6,  after 
"Lord  Lieutenant,"  leave  out  "upon 
the  application  of,"  and  insert  "  or  for ;" 
lineB,  after  "Ireland,"  leave  out  "or;" 
line  13,  after  "of,"  leave  out  "the," 
and  insert  "any;"  line  13,  leave  out 
from  "Act,"  to  "to,"  in  line  14. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agrttd  to. 

Clause  40  (Duration  of  powers  of 
making  schemes). 

Thb  attorney  general  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  moved  in 
page  13,  line  23,  to  leave  out  "  seven," 
and  insert  "  eight."  The  object  of  this 
was  to  extend  tbe  duration  of  the  powers 
of  making  and  approving  of  a  e<dieme 
under  this  Act  from  1887  to  188». 

Ameodment  proposed,  in  page  13,  Una 
23,  to  leave  out  tbe  word  "  seven,"  and 
insert  the  word  "eight." — {Mr.  Aftor- 
nty  Qtntralfor  Ireland.) 

Uueetion  proposed,  "That  the  word 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 


Mr.  SEXTON  wished  to  ask  the  At- 
toraey  General  for  Ireland  whether  he 
had  fully  considered  this  matter;  and 
whether  ho  thought  that  three  years 


woald  be  sufficient  to  complete  all  the 
operations  under  this  Act  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  said,  he 
thought  that  the  31st  of  December, 
1888,  would  give  them  quite  euf^ient 
time,  because  there  was  a  proriston  in 
tbe  Bill  that  if  a  scheme  was  commenced 
by  that  date,  but  not  carried  out,  it 
might  even  then  be  completed . 

Amendment  ag/tid  to. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Atto&bbt  Gbnekal 
for  Irklans  the  following  Amendment 
made  : — Page  13,  line  26,  at  end,  add— 

"  Upon  ttis  eipiistion  of  tha  said  powen  tha 

tarj,  offioera,  and  olerka  iball  eeaas ;  and  no 
aMiatant  oommluionai,  ncretary,  officsr,  or 
clflrb,  Bppointad  nndar  Uiia  Aot,  ihall,  bj  reaaon 
of  ladi  appointment,  be  eotiUed  to  anj  com* 
jWDBtioii,  gnpamDDDAtion,  or  otbsr  allowance 
in  retpect  of  hia  office." 

Clause,  as  amended,  agrttd  It. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  tor 
IRELAND   (Mr.   Holues)  moved,   in 

fiage  2,  after  Clause  3,  to  insert  the  fol- 
owing  Clauses  : — 

"  The  Oommiuionera  ahalt  be  fire  in  nambar, 
of  wbom  two  (hareinafter  referted  to  oa  tha 
Judicial  Commiaaiooera)  ahall  be  or  have  been 
Judge*  of  the  Suprems  Court  of  Jadioatnie  in 
Ireland,  and  three  (herainafUr  referred  to  a* 
Aaaiatant  ComniiHionera)  ihall  be  peraon*  of 
experience  in  education. 

"Tha  Right  honourabla  Gerald  HtzOibbon 
and  tha  BiKhthonounkbte  John  Naiih  are  hereby 
conatituted  the  fint  Judidml  Commiaaioaera. 

"  The  Judicial  Commiaaioncn  ahall  hold  office 
during  good  behaviour,  they  ihall  receive  no 
pajmBDt  for  their  aarvicea,  and  ahall  not  be 
Bubjected  to  any  personal  liability  for  ooaU  or 
otherwiae  in  respect  of  anytbing  done  or  omitted 
by  them  aa  such  Commiaaionen. 

"  Every  acheme  aubmitted  for  the  approval 
of  the  Lord  IiioutenaDt  in  Oonocil  nnder  this 
Act  ihall  be  ngned  by  both  the  Judicial  Com- 
■niaaioaera   for   the   time  being  nnder   their 

"  It  ahaU  b«  lawful  for  tbe  Lord  Lieatenant 

to  appoint  the  .Vaaiataot  Commlsaionen,  who 
ahall  hold  office  during  hia  pleaauro ;  and,  npon 
any  vacancy  ocoarrinR  bjr  death,  roaignation, 
or  otherwiae  in  the  offioe  of  a  Jadidal  or  Aa- 
nstant  Cominiasionar,  it  aball  be  lawful  for  the 
Lord  LieDtenant  to  aupplj  auch  vacancy  by  the 
appointmeot  of  a  qualified  peraon. 

"  The  Judicial  Commiadonen  may  from  time 
to  time,  with  the  approval  of  tha  Commiasioners 
of  the  Treaaury,  appoint  a  aeoretary,  and  anch 
officers,  clerks,  and  aervanta  aa  they  think  St. 

"The  Judicial  CommiHioner*  may  from  time 
to  time  preacriba  tha  dutiea  of  tbe  Aaiiatant 
Commiationera  and  of  tbe  aeoretary,  offlcere, 
olerka,  and  aarraata. 

"  The  Commiaaumers  of  Public  Worba  in  Ir*- 
lead  ih«U  provide  a  anitable  offioe  in  DabUn  in 
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which  the  bunoea*  of  the  CommlaMon  mar  be 
transacted. 

"  Thii  (ecticiii  shall  take  effect  on  the  putiog 
of  thii  Act. 

"  The  Commiuionsn  of  the  Treaiarjr  shall 
asaipi  each  taliiries  as  Uiey  thiol:  St  to  the 
AMiltuit  CommiasioDen,  secretBry,  officers, 
□lerks,  and  serTants  appointed  under  thi>  Act, 
and,  except  whore  otherwise  provided,  the 
salaries  and  other  expeniea  iocaired  onder  this 
Act  {iocludiii^  tha  pflrsonal  and  travelling  ei- 
peiuea  of  the  Jadicial  CommiMionen,  and  the 
tiBTelling  expenses  of  the  Assistant  Commia- 
sionsrs,  secretary,  and  other  officers  inourrod 
OD  the  bnnneas  of  the  Commiiaion,  which  shall 
be  paid  on  scale*  to  be  approved  by  the  Trea- 
sury), and  also  any  expenses  incurred  by  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council  under  this  Act, 
shall  be  paid  out  of  moneys  to  be  prorided  by 
Parliameot," 

New  Clauses  (Canstitution  of  Com- 
mission) (Salaries  and  expenses,) — (Mr. 
Attortug  Omtral  for  IrtUnd,) — brought 
up,  and  read  the  first  and  second  time. 

Mk.  sexton  said,  that  perhaps  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  would 
say  something  further  as  to  the  tenure  of 
the  office  of  the  Assistant  CommisBionere, 
and  perhaps,  also,  there  would  he  no 
objection  to  his  mentioning  the  mini- 
mum salary  which  would  he  paid  to 
diose  Assistant  Commissioners.  It  was 
very  important  that  the  three  Assistant 
Commissioners  under  this'Act  should  be 
high  officials,  and  it  was  impossible  for 
them  to  perform  those  difficult  and  im- 
portant  duties  without  they  were  in 
receipt  of  an  effldent  salary;  and,  there- 
fore, it  would  be  as  well  if  the  Govem- 
ment  could  mention  the  minimum  salary. 
They  did  not  like  to  he  left  in  the  dark 
on  this  matter. 

The  ATTOENET  GENERAL  fob 
lEELAND  {Mr.  Holmes)  pointed  out 
that  in  the  clause  he  had  moved  the 
tenure  of  office  of  the  Commissioners 
was  dealt  with  by  leaving  the  matter 
subject  to  the  pleasure  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant.  With  regard  to  the  other 
point,  he  would  point  out  that  they  had 
already  completed  Supply ;  and,  besides 
that,  in  order  to  mention  the  eaiary  in 
the  BiU,  it  would  be  neoeesary  to  re- 
commit it,  and  they  could  not  do  that 
at  that  late  period  of  the  Session.  As 
far  as  the  Irish  Executive  were  con- 
oerned,  they  would  urge  on  the  Trea- 
8m7  the  necessity  of  giving  good  sala- 

Mn.  SEXTON  asked  if  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  could  say  what 
salaries  the  Irish  Government  intended 
to  give  f 

The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 


The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holkes)  said,  that  was 
impossible,  for  they  could  only  make  a 
representation  to  the  Treasury. 

Mb.  H£ALY  said,  that  then  what 
would  happen  was  this — that  they  would 
go  about  trying  to  get  men  at  low  sala- 
ries. He  hoped  they  would  not  deal  with 
this  matter  in  an  ungenerous  spirit. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  fob  IRE- 
LAND (Sir  William  Hart  Dyke)  eaid, 
the  Gt>vemnient  had  no  such  desire. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  Hemby  Holland)  said,  it 
was  quite  impossible  for  him  to  make 
any  statement  on  the  subject,  except 
that  the  Treasury  would  bo  pleased  to 
consider  any  recommendation  made  by 
the  Lish  Government. 

Clause  agreed  to,  and  added  to  tha 
BUI. 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  this  be  the  Preamble  of  tha 
BUI." 

Mb.  SEXTON  said,  he  did  not  think 
the  Preamble  was  sufficiently  compre- 
hensive. It  spoke  of  the  desirability  of 
giving  a  chance  to  boys  and  girls  of  pro- 
mise; but  ha  would  move  to  strike  out 
all  the  words  after  the  word  "Ireland," 
and  insert  "  by  applying  them  to  the 
more  general  benefit  of  the  people." 

Amendment  proposed. 

Id  page  1,  line  3,  after  the  word  "  Ireland," 
to  insert  the  words  "  by  applying  them  to  the 
more  general  benefit  of  the  people.  "WJfr. 
Stilm.) 


The  attorney  GENERAL  tob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  said,  it  ap- 
peared to  him  that  there  was  no  great 
virtue  in  Preambles ;  and  he  would 
move  to  leave  ont  all  the  words  after 
the  word  "  Ireland." 

Mb.  sexton  asked  whether  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  would 
not  accept  his  words? 

The  attorney  GENERAL  job 
IRELAND  (Mr.  HotMEs) :  No,  Sir  ; 
I  cannot  accept  them. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  wilhdravin. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Attobitet  Gekeral 
fob  Ibelahd  the  following  Amendment 
made  : — In  page  1,  line  2,  to  leave  out 
all  the  words  after  "  Ireland." 
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merely  a  FenBion  Bill ;  7«t  this  Amend- 
ment declared  that,  notwithBtanding;  any- 
thing contained  in  the  Act,  the  right  and 
title  of  otficera  to  salary  should  not  be 
affected.  Had  the  right  hon.  Qentlemsn 
noticed  that  word"  salaiy  7"  Thelriah 
Modioal  OfBcen'  Association,  which  said 
nothing  while  the  Bill  was  passing 
through  the  Honse,  when  the  Bill  had 
gone  up  to  the  Lords  wont  furtiTely  to 
Uie  noble  Marquess  in  charge  of  it, 
and  induced  him  to  introduce  this  clause. 
He  had  a  communicatiou  from  the  Poor 
Law  officers  stating  that  the  Kedioal 
Officers'  Assodation  had  no  author!^ 
whatever  to  prooesd  in  this  matter. 

Ms.  HEMjY  said,  his  hon.  Friend 
(Sir.  Sexton)  had  laid  his  finger  on  an 
evil  practice,  and  that  was  ue  system 
under  which  they  were  tied  in  disonssing 
Lords'  Amendments  by  the  fact  of  the 
Speaker  being  in  the  Ohair.  If  this 
went  on  much  Jonger,  it  would  be  neoes- 
sary,  in  the  threatened  New  Bnles,  to 
provide  that  the  Lords'  Amendments 
should  be  considered  in  a  Committee 
and  a  Beport  stage.  It  was  very  uofoir 
that  when  Members  of  that  House  agreed 
to  a  certain  course,  and  the  Lords  pat  iu 
anAmeadment,  that  they,  the  Commons, 
should  be  throttled  by  having  to  discuss 
the  Lords'  Amendments  with  the  Speaker 
in  the  Chair. 

Motion,  by  leave,  toithiraan. 

On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Sbztos,  the 
said  liOrds'  Amendment  anitnd»d  by 
leaving  out  the  word  "  salary,"  ana 
agrud  to. 

APJOURNHENT— ROTAL  COMMISSION 

ON  THE   DEPHESSION  OF   TBADG 

AND   INDU8TET- CONSTITUTION 

OF  THE  COMMISSION. -0B3BB7A. 

TIONS. 

Mb.   BBOADHUSST,   in  rising  to 

call  attention  to  the  constitution  of  the 

Hoyal  Commission  of  Inquiry  into  the 

oonditioa  of  Trade  and  Indnstn,  said, 

he  wished  only  to  make  a  few  observa- 

tions  on  the  subject ;  and  at  the  outset 

he  might  say  that  his  oomplaint  was  not 

based  upon  political  grounds.  With  the 

composition  of  the  Commission,  so  far 

as  it  consisted  of  Tories,  or  Badicals,  or 

the    advocates  of  Free  Trade  or  Fair 

Trade,   he  had  nothing  to  do ;  but  he 

thought  ha  had  mat  cause  to  complain, 

representing  as  Le  did  the  Trade  Union 

Cong;ress,  of  the  almost  entire  exolnsioi) 


CoLOKmCOI/THURST  wished  to  caU 
attention  to  an  omission  in  the  Amend- 
ment proposed  that  afternoon,  which 
might  turn  out  to  be  an  important 
matter. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Hollies)  asked  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  to  confer 
with  him  before  Report,  and  he  would 
consider  the  matter. 

Bill  rtported. 

Ma.  HEALY  suggested  that  they 
might  take  the  Beport  now. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  ron 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Houies)  was  afraid 
they  could  not  do  so  in  consequence  of 
the  Money  Clauses. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
To-morraie. 

ZDUOATIOHAI.  BNDOWUEXTS  (iBSLABu) 

[SAIiARIXS  AlTD   ZZPZITBES]. 
Cmtidtrtd  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Suolnd,  Tlukt  it  ii  eipedient  to  anthoriae  the 
nyrnent,  out  of  monejti  to  be  provided  by  Pw- 
lismeot,  ol  the  Salariee  and  EipcoMs  of  Com- 
miaaionon,  Aalistant  Commiwioiiera,  Sscretary, 
and  other  Officen,  aa  wull  as  anj  Eipeniea  io- 
curred  bjr  the  Lord  Lieateniint  in  Council,  which 
may  become  payable  under  the  pTOTiuons  of 
any  Act  of  tbs  prennt  Seasion  for  re^ornniaiiiK 
the  EdncationaJ  EDdowmenta  of  Ireland. 
Reaolation  to  be  reported  Tifinonew. 

POOR    LAW  UNIONS'  OFFICERS  (IRE. 

LAND)  BILL.— [Bai,  a«a.] 

{Mr.  Mtertuf  Otntral  for  Ir^a*i.) 

OOirSCDESATION  OP  LoaDS'  AXENCUEKT. 

Lords'  Amendment  coniidtrtd. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  roa 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Houibs),  in  moving 
that  the  House  do  agree  with  the  Lords 
in  the  said  Amendment,  said,  that  he 
must  confess  he  could  not  see  why  it  was 
made,  for  the  effect  would  be  the  same, 
whether  it  were  in  the  Bill  or  not.  The 
Amendment  provided  that  any  rights 
which  the  officers  had  should  not  be 
affected  by  the  Bill,  and  they  would  not 
he  affected  in  any  case. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  this  House  doth  agree  wiui  the 
Lords  in  the  said  Amendment."— (J/r. 
Attorney  60n»rtd  for  Inland.) 

Mb.  sexton  said,  he  thought  the 
Amendment  was  ill-considered,  ill- 
drawn,    and    absurd.     The   BiU    was 
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of  labour  &om  the  eompoaitioii  of  the  I  he  contended  that  in  any  OommiMion  to 
Commiaaion.  A  subject  which  would  inquite  into  the  trade  of  the  country 
ineritably  come  up  for  inquiry  and  con-  labour  onsht  to  be  adeqaately  repre- 
sideration  taaTerjgreatextentinaCom-  I  seated.  He  contended  that  the  intereata 
mission  of  the  kind  was  a  question  of  re-  \  of  labour  were  far  more  nearly  con- 
strictive laws  on  labonr.  The  Employers' :  cemed  in  an  inquiry  of  this  sort  than 
liability  Act,  the  Factories  Act,  tiie  Fac-  ^  the  interesta  of  capital,  and  that,  if  not 


tories  Inspection  Act,  the  Uinea  Beguli 
tion  Act,  and  Education  Act — all  those 
questionB  must  of  necessity  be  inquired 
into  for  the  purpose  of  comparison  with 
the  manufaoturmg  nations  of  the  Conti- 
sent,  such  as  France,  Belgium,  Switzer- 
land, and  Qermany,  in  order  to  see  how 
far  labour  and  production  were  restricted 
by  the  operation  of  these  laws  in  this 
country  aa  against  similar  laws  in  the 
DOuntnes  he  had  mentioned.  Then  would 
follow  a  comparison  as  to  the  working 
houn,  the  rate  of  wages,  and,  in  all 
probabilify,  the  action  of  trade  unions 
upon  the  prodnotiTe  freedom  of  the  oonn- 
tnr.  All  theoesnbjeota  formed  qnastions 
of  the  deepest  and  most  yitti  interest  to 
theraganuedtrAdeaof  theooontry;  and 


an  equality,  at  feast  they  should  have 
been  represented  by  far  more  than  two 
Members.  Lord  Iddesleigh,  however, 
by  no  means  took  that  riew.  He  had 
not  a  word  to  aay  against  the  nomina- 
tion of  Ur.  Birtwhistle,  though  he  was  on 
the  opposite  aide  of  politics  to  himself. 
He  had,  however,  lately  learned  that 
the  noble  Lord  had  addressed  a  commu- 
nication to  Ur.  Burnett,  Secretary  to  the 
Amalgamated  Society  of  Engineers. 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Membera  were 
not  present ;  House  counted,  and  40 
Members  not  being  present, 
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Worcester  E I  ten  gion,  Lord*  Amendla.  CouU, 
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3Q  ^^ 
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3R.  93>,  330 

Abht         (MUetUaMMUi  Qiu*ti<mi) 

AUtged  Unpopuiariiji,  Qnaition,  Sir  Waiter 
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Ana;  EMImatea — ProiriiioDi,  Forage,  dio.  9S, 
ST,  lOfi 
Warlike  StorM,  114 

Sbiqiit,  Right  Hon.  J.,  Birmit^ham 
ParliameDt— Pririlene— Spooob  of  Mr.  Bright, 
Jnlj  34tb,  E«a.  3S3,  3S0,  3«1,  3S6 


Bboadhubst,  Ur.  H.,  Slokt-on-li-tnt 

AdminiitratioD  of  Oalhi  (Canada),  1 797 

Cbnroh  of  England— Vioar  of  St.  Mark'i.Sontb 
Sbielila,673 

Criminal  La«  Amendment,  Coeaid.  add.  el. 
U0»,  1433  ;  il.  i.  I4T3  ;  Amendt.  1474 

Deprcnion  of  Trade  and  Indnitr;,  Rojal 
Cammiaaion  on — Nam«  of  Cbs  Cammiaaioo- 
en,  834,  138».  1738,  1T97,  174fl,  1914 

Eduoallon  Departnuat- Sooth  Sbieldi  Na- 
tional Sohool,  1738 

Uonaing  of  the  Working  Claaaea  (England), 
8ie,10C4:  3R.1«0T;  Coram,  tl.  3,  17S7, 
1807  ;W.  14,  1830,  1831,  1833;  Conaid. 
el.  14,  Amendt.  1880 

Parliamenlarr  Valen—ltrgial ration  of  Votera 
in  Agrioultural  Diatrlota.  IS68 

Poor  Law  (England  and  Walu)— Hunfrerford 
Board  ofGaardiani — Appointment  of  Matter 
and  Matron  for  tba  Workboaie,  1061 

Prince  Uenrj  of  Battenberg't  Naturalinlinn, 
Comm.  6B3 

Retnma  of  Ground  Rant — Holdsrtaod  Ovnori 
of  Mining  Rojaltiea,  1061 

Stationery  Offloe — Qorernment  Printing,  678 


Bbodriok,  Hon.  W.  St.  J.  F.,  Si*rr#y,  W. 

Cattle  Importation— Canadian  and  American 
Cattle,  1736 

Eleetoral  Acta— Diatribntlon,  1T18 


BiODUos,  Don.  W.  St.  i.  F.- 

Land  Parohaae  (IreUnd),  Ca 

1683 


ii.cI.S.At 


Parliament — Bnlineai    of    the    Hoom — Land 
Pnrobaaa  (IreUnd),  1364, 1464 
ProrogatioD,  1744 
Poblio  Health— Cholera.  1383 
Sapptj— Priioni,  Ireland,  S60,  S76 

Bbooeb,  Mr.  W.,  Duhttn 
Inland — Piart    and     Uarboan  —  Kiagttown 
Pier,  SIS 


Bkowulot,     Earl    (Secretary     to    ths 
Local  GoTemment  Board) 
Lunao7  Aett  Amendment,  3B..  S0V 

Bkhcb,  Hon.  E.  P.,  Fifethirf 

Egrpt(Maitarr  Expedition )—Troopa  at  Siu- 
\in.  834 

5«a  Fithariei  (Seotlaod)  AmeodmeBt,  Oomm. 
el.1.  1189 

Seeratarj  br  Sootland,  Comm,  eL  8,  1143, 
IISS;  eJ.6,A0Modt.  1158,1186;  SohodBle. 
Amendt.  1171 

Sappl;  (Supplementary  Etttmate)  —  Peter- 
bead  Harbour,  183 

BsroE,  Sir  H.  H.,  Cottratiu 
Land  Purobaaa  (Ireland],  3R.  1111 

Brtob,  Mr.  J.,  Town-  ffamltti 
Corporate   Bodiei   (HetropolLi)  —  The  CitT 

Fellowabip  orPortara,  S06 
Criminal    Lav   Amendment,  Comm.  add,  el. 

875  ;  Conaid.  add.  el.  IIOS,  1407 
Faderal  Council  of  Aoitralaaia,  Conim.  1130; 

el.  IS,  Amendt.  I13S,  1133  ;  el.  18,  Amendt. 

ib. 
Hoiiring  of  the  Wofking  Clanea  (England), 

3R.  1631  ;  Comm.  1150,  1TS3;  d.3,  1778; 

Amendt.    1796,    1797,    1799,   1800,    IMl, 

1816 
Infanta,  3R.  1033 

Land  Purofaaie  (Iraland),  CTomm.  1836 
Parliament — Botineaa  oFthe  Hooae — Proroga- 

tian,  1743,  174S 


Turke;    (European     PrOTinoei)  —  Attain    of 

Macedonia,  63 
Weilern  Paoifle— Now  Outnca — Form  of  Go- 

Tornment  for  the  Engliih  Portion,  1046 

BucMAHAK,  Mr.  T.  E.,  Sdinburyk 
Criminal  Law  Amendment,  Conud.  cf.  S,  1499 
Edinburgb  Extenaion  and  Sewerage,  Conaid. 

43 
Uouaing  of  tbe  Working  Claaaet   (England)  , 

Comm.  1750,  1753  ;  oT.  8,1814 
ludin— Railwa/a— Candahar  and  Qootta  Hail< 

waj,  533 
India — Eiit  India    ReTenne    Aooounti — An> 

nual    Finansial    Statement,    Comn.   1ST5> 

1378,  1379 
Parlutnul— Bn^MM  of  tha  BoUf,  15S) 


[mU. 


BUO       CAM  {SESSION     1884-5)         0AM        OAU 


BacuHut,  Mr.  T.  R.— eenl. 
SmnUft  for  Sootl>Dd,   613;   Comm.   9t0; 
el.  9,  gSO;  el.  8,  1137;  el.  5,  lli4,  lliS, 
IMS;   Amaadt.   1119,  llBO,   llSa,   11>S; 
aM.tl.inO;  SabMloU,  11T9 


BiTLWSB,  Mr.  J.  B.,  CamtrtJgahirt 
Criminal  Law  AmendowDt,  Ccnun.  add,  el. 
879,694 

BmaHLST,  Loid,  2fi>rthamptoiuhir*,  N. 

Arnij  (Aaiilinj  Forow)— Tbe  NortbAiDpCOD 

VoloDtean.  1378 
Homing  of  tb*  Working  OUmm  (Engluid), 

Comm.  *L  13,  1839 

Buigb  Police  and  Health  (ScotlAnd)  Bill 

[B.I.J  {TAt  Sari  tf  SMouut) 

LdMOoitlM*  JivS  (No.  190) 

Bflport  *  Aug  i 
BlUwltbdnwB*.4<ylO 

BvBT,  Visooiint   (Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War) 
Armj — Glenoone  MiliUrf  PriKia,  919 
DefeasM   of  tho   Empira  —  AniuBBDM  aod 

UaoitiMi  of  War,  91,  34 
Uadioal  Raliaf  Diaqnalifiaatioa  Ramoral.SS 
Rinr  Thamai  (No.  3},  Comm.  33< 

BuxTOH,  Mr.  F.  W.,  Andovtr 

Armj— 3ad  Ean  Snrrej  Rdgimaiit,  19TS 


Oallah,  Mr.  P.,  Louth 

ConaoUdated  Fund  (Appropriatian),  3R.  1331, 

1941, 19eO 
Crimmal  Lav  Amendment,  Cooaid,  add.  tl. 

1433,  143fi,  I43S,  1437 
Egrpt  (TbeSoadan)— Lata  Elpadition  tmdar 

Hiolu  Pa«ha--Cu«  of  Ute  lata  E,  B.  Efaiu, 

iDlarpreMr,  lOtO 
Iralaod— Post  Offioo— Tuapei'lng  with  Latten, 

1041 
Labonrm  (Itobod)  (No.  3),  Comm.  cl.  4, 003; 

a.  14, 1006  :  ei.  16,  lOOe  ;  oAL  d.  1034 
Law  and  JuiUoa— Jaffrlat'  Caa« — Mr.   Edlin, 

AMinaat  Judge,  6T3,  848.  844,  846,  1870 
Parliimeitt— PriTilege— Spaaah  of  Mr.  Brigbt, 

Jolr  94th.  Ral.   300,  3B3,  9B4,   974,  8U3, 

sot 

Gaubbisge,  Duke   of  (Field   Marshal 
Commanding-ia-Ckief) 
Egypt — Soadan  Expedition — Vote  of  Thanki 
CO  Her  Majettf'*  Militarj  and  Nairal  Foroei, 
Bea.  13B4 

O.KiiZROv,  Dr.  C,  Olatgoa 

Array  EicimalM— Profiuani,  Forage,  &o.  83, 

07,100 
Seoratacf   for  Sootlaud,  Conun.  9TS  ;  el.  t, 
1137;  Cl.ll,  1100 


Gahfbbu.,  Lord  Colin,  Argyll 

Pott  Offlsa— Haiti  to  the  Weileni   Iilandi, 
837, 19B9 

Oahpbkll,  SirQ.,  Kirkealdy,  ife. 
Arm;   Eslimatoa  —  ProTiaton*,   tonga,  tM. 

Amandt.  ST,  TB,  78,  80,  89,  83 
Aaia  (GeDtrall— Roula  and  Afghaoiitan— Tbt 

■■  Penjdsh  laoideat,"  13B7,  1S64 
Coowlidat«i  Fand  (Appropriation),  SR.  1301 
Earldom  of  Mar  ReetitntioD,  IR.  S33,  684; 

Comm.  6BS 
Ggypt—Auamblji  of  NoUblei,  667,  068.  669 

Miasion  of  Sir  H.  Drommond  Wolff,  65 
Federal  Coaooil  of  Auitralatia,  Comm.  1110 
Hlgb  Commiuionrr  of  Neir  Gninea,  60 
HouilDg  of  tiM   Working  Clawae  (EogUad), 

Conlid.  et.  3,  1S88 
India — RaUiraji — Indian     Midland  Railway, 

807 
India — But    India  Ravenne    Aoooonti— An- 
nual  Fioanolal    Statement,    Oomm.    131B, 

1330,  1338 
Land  PorobaM  (Ireland),  Conm.  1633  ;  el.  9, 

1853 
Parliament — Bnainesi  of  tba  Houae,  S3T 
Saarelar;  for   Sootland,  948  ;  Comni.  si.  9, 

S80:    el.  3,  Amendt.   113S ;    tL  B,  11B9; 

Amendt.  1IS3,  IIBB 
Sopplf,  Elaport,  Raa.  3, 531 


Oaupbell,  Mr.  J.  A.,  OUugoie  andAher- 
dMn  Vnivtrtilie* 
Seoretarr  for  Scotland,  Comm.  BS7;  el.  6, 
Amendt.  1160,1167 

CAiiFBBLL-BAinTBBiiAir,  Bight  Hon.  H., 
Stirling,  S;e. 
Secratarj  for  SoatUnd,  Comn.  el.  6.  1166 


Oahferdowh,  Earl  of 

Medioat     R«lief    DJaqaaliSoation 


Canada,  Dominion  of 
AdminiltraUm  of  Oatki,  QAettloal.  Mr. 
Broadbnrtt,  Mr.  Haalf ;  Anavon,  The  Seaiv- 
tai7  of  Slate  tor  tba  Colonial  (Colonal 
Stanley)  Ji9  11,  1797 
The  Mlilary  OperaHoni.  Qaestioa,  Mr.  Albert 
Graf ;  Anairer,  'f  be  Seoretary  of  Stale  lor 
War  (Hr.  W,  H,  Smilh)  Aug  4,  1000 

Cabkinotoit,  Lord 

Egypt — Soudan  Eipedition— Vota  of  Tbanka 
to  Uar  MaiaMy'a  MUitar;  and  Matal 
Forcai,  Rea.  1303 

0AU8T0N,  Mr.  E.  K.,  Cohhttttr 

Army — Qoartermaatere  and  Riding  Haatari, 

1377 
Endowed  Sobooli — Cbarity  Oommiaiianar* — 
"ir  Andrew  Jndd'i Sobool, Toabiidg*,  1370, 


1381 
Ilouaing  or  tba  Worluog 
Comm.  el.  3, 1818  .  i     (Ji  O  O  Q I 


f INDEX) 


Okoil,  Lord  £.  H.  B.  0.,  Eu»x,  W.  Ohuthau,  Ur.  J.  F.,  -DerigMrt,  2f. 

Armj    Eitimtte* — ClotbiR|    EiUbliihoHnti,        Boatiag  of  the  Workiag  CIumi  (EpgUnd), 
"     *"  Comm.cl.1,  1T93;  Amaitdt.  17»9,  ISOS 


Central  Atta 

Rmtia  ami  AfghanuUtii — DMnitatieH  ef  II.. 
Fnnlier,  Qssition,  Obierntioni,  The  Dnkt 
of  Mirlbonni|h ;  Ile^j,  The  MuqaaM  of 
SaUabnrr  Auy  4, 102S 

CittralAna 

COHHOKI 

Ruuia  and  AfghanUlan  —  Tlu  "  FrnfUtK 
Jneidtm,"  QaeatioD,  Sir  Gsorge  Campbell ; 
Atuwar,  Tba  Chaunllor  of  iha  Exaheqasr 
Auf  B,  ISST  i—ArHtraii<m,  Notioe  of  Qum- 
tion.  Sir  Qvorgg  Oampball ;  Antvtr,  Th« 
ChaoMllDr  of  tha  Eioheqiier  ^ly  10,  ISM 

Cei/lon—Lighthoutti — I^  Btutu  lAgKU, 
Minieoy  LifMhoutt 
Qawtion,  Mr.  Suthsrlud ;  Antirgr,  Tha  Sa- 
oreUrj  to  tbo  Botrdof  Tr«la(Baroa  Henrj 
Da  Wormi)  Atif  10,  ISSS 

OhaubeoiuUit,   Bight   Hon.  J.,    Sir- 

Endovad  SoliaoU  —  Aldermaa  DftDDtaaj't 
Chkrlt;  (Wait  Laiiagton),  1ST5 

ParlUmant — BuiEnau  of  tha  Hdum — Proroga- 
tion, Miuiatari&l  Statemsnt,  1T13,  1713 

Parliamant— Priiilege— Speeob  oF  Mr.  Brizht, 
JdI;  2Hh,  Rn.  2»,  SBt,  261,  388 

Obawbbbs,  BirT.  (The  Beoorder),  Marji- 
leiont 
CrimiDal  Law  AmaDdmaol,  Comm.  eL  i,  7U 

Ohasoellob    of    the    Ezohbquks    (*m 
Bkaoh,    Bight    Hon.    Bir   M.  £. 

HlOKS-) 

Ohanosllok,  The  Losd  («m  HALSBiraT, 
Lord) 

Ohaflih,  Bight  Hon.  H.  (Chancellor 
of  the  Duohy  of  Lftncaster  and 
Vice  Freaident  of  the  Committee 
of  Council  on  Agriaulture),  Ztn- 
eehuhtre,  Mid 
Oattla  Importstion  —  Caoadlao  and  AmarisaD 

Cactia,  1T3S.  1137 
Contagiooa  ENaeate*  (ADinali)  Aola — Order  in 
CouDoil— Swine,   31S,  (34 ;— PlauTo-Poea- 
nonU  in  Irelaad,  IDSS,  1060 

Charilji    Commutiontri'    Schtmtt  —  La- 
iiurtri'  AUolmtntt 
QuailloD,  Hr.  Jeaia  Colling) ;    Aaiwer,  The 
Via*  Preaident  of  the  Gounoil  (Mr.  E.  Stan, 
hope)  Ji^IMTiO 


Cholera  Hospitals  (Ireland)  Bill 

UMarqum  of  Wattr/ord) 

I.  EUad  3>*  July  38  (No.  181) 

E«r»I  Aoaot  Jufy  31    [43  A  49  VieL  o.  39] 

Chttbceili,  Bight  Hon.  Lord  B.  H.  8. 
(Seoretar;    of    State    for    India), 


India — Indian  OitII  Serrioe— Age  of   Candi- 
dataa,  SIS 
Uadrai  Preaidenoj — Kaiolt  ofTalooka,  SI 
Railwajra— Indian  Uidlaad  Oailwaj,  S07  : 
^Candahar  and  QoelU  RaJlirar,  523 
India — Eaat  India  RcTcnue  Aoooanta — Anonal 
Fioaneial  SUtemmt,  ASS,  STA;  Comm.  1180, 
1313,1318,  1331,  133T,  1343,  1347,1353, 
1377,  1378,  1383 
Parilament— PriTitage— Spaeohof  Ur.  Brigbt, 
Jd1.«  34th,  Re*.  381,  383,  395,  186 

Church  of  England — Sttominumtation  at 
SthtM  Thnty 
^Deetion,  Mr.  Pioton ;  Anaoer,  Tha  Sadretary 
of  Suta  for  the  Home  Department  (Sir  R. 
Aaahaton  Croaa)  Aug  0,  1376 

Civil  Strviee — Lowir  Divition  CUrtt  mnd 
f^riteri 
Qnaationa,  Mr.  Paleaton,  Mr.  Tomlineon  ;  An- 

■vera.   The  Chanoellor  of  tba   Eicbequer 
Aug  11,  1733 

Cu&KB,  Mr.  £.  Q.,  Plgmimth 
Criminal  Law  Amandmanl,  Comm.  *L  3,  BOO  ; 
(I.  5,  ess,  e»0,  693,  704 :  eL  4,  741,  TU, 
757,  760.  7S3 :    el.   6.  788  ;  tl.  19,  807 : 
add.  tl.  S8S ;  Cooeid.  el.  4, 1473,  1473 


CotUKOa,  Mr.  J.,  Ipimeh 
Allotmenla  Extanaion  Aat.  1863— Folkealoae 
CharitTLaod.  1T37,  1738 
Ladf  laaballa  Dodd'a  Chant;,  EUeaboTDOgh, 
Bucki.  1044 
Obaritj  Commiaaioncra'  Sebamai — lAbonran' 

AilotmaoU,  ITIO 
Corrnpl  Praalicaa  A«t— Tbe  Snffolk  Conaw- 

>a(iTe  Aiaociation,1046 
Endowed  Sohoola— Alderman  D&anlaej'a  Cha< 
rilr(We>t  Urlnglon),  1S74.  1575 
Charity  Gommiuionen—ToDbridge  Sehool, 
1043, 1381 
BooaioG  of  the  Working    Olaeae*  (England], 
3R.    1609,  1SI3:    Comm.  cf.   1.  AEaendt. 
1760,  1761,  1783,  1765,  1787  ;  el.  3,  1771, 
1777.  1779, 1801.  1803  i  Hotion  for  report- 
ing Progreaa,  1803;  el.  13.  Amandl.  1817, 
1813;  ei,  14,  Amende  1819,   1831,    1833, 
1835 
Madioal    Raliaf    DIofDaliBoatioD    Reuonl— 
SnppUmaDtarjt  LiMi,  I3S4 


[«. 


CX)N      (SESSION    1884-S) 


CoLUNOs,  Mr.  J.— emit. 
Parlumantarj  El«otieni — tlwofNitioiul  El*' 

DiMiUrr  SshMl  Etoomi,  1011 
PvlUmsntarj  Votan — Rggi*trkt[aD  ofVotan 

ID  Agile altoral  Diatrioti,  1568, 1069 
Prinea  Hanry  oF  B»t(ei]b«rg'i  Natanliiktioa, 

B«oraalioD      Gronadi  —  Vood«ot«      Qtmd, 

BromtgroTe.  1739,  ITiO 
Bsgiitralion  (SappleDMnbrj)  Liiti,  I  SSI 

Colonies— Secretar;  of  State  for  (tw 
Stahlet,  Bight  Hon.  F.  A.) 

CoLONiBB — Under  Secretory  of  State  for 
(iM  Ddnsatsh,  Earl  of) 

O01.THURBT,  Ool.  D.  La  Zonohe,  Cork  Co. 
EdasMlonal   EndDwm*nli   {Iralmod),   Comn. 

Preuabl*.  1919 
Lsboann  (Ireland)  (N*.  3),  Conm.  cL  13, 

1003;   ei.   18,  lOIS  ;  add.  d.  1030;  Lordt 

AmtDdu.  CoDiid.  1891,  ises 

Land  Porabua  (Irelkad),  Comm.  il.  3,  ISSl 
Parlisment — Bailnau  of  th«  Hodm,  tOSl 
Snpplj — Commiulonsr*   of   NatioDol   Edooa- 
tioo  in  IreUnd,  119, 140 
QaMii'i  OoltegM  in  Iralmd,  310 
Tramiraji  Ordar  in  ConHil  (Ireland),  019 

COMUIITBB  OF  CoOKOn.  ON  EdDOATION — 

Vice  President  («m  Stabbope,  Bight 
Hen.  E.) 

Consolidated  Fnnd  (Appropriatum)  Bill 

{Sir  Arthur  Otway,  Mr.  CAantttUr  o/tht  Ex- 
ch*qu4r.  Sir  Emry  Bollaiul) 
e.  RBMlatiOD  In  Commitua  July  39 

ReaolntioD    reporMd,    nod   agreed    to ;     Bill 

ordered  ;  read  !■>  *  Jul))  30 
R«wj  3°  ■  July  31 
CommiCM  ;  Report  Aug  S,  BSD 
Read  Sf.  afier  debate  Any  5,  1300 
I.  Kead  1<  ■  {E.  of  IdduUigh)  Avg  t 
Read  3*  *  ;  Committea  negatiTed  A'og  7 
Road  3*  ■  ^19  10 

Contagiovt  JDitMMt  {Animak)  Attt 
Cattle  Importation—Canadian  and  Anuriean 
Cattle,  Qaeitiona,  Mr.  Duckbam,  Mr.  Albart 
Gnj,  Mr.  Brodiick,  Mr.  Su*e1a]i  Hill, 
ColoDel  Nolan  ;  Anivora,  The  Cbancellor  of 
Ibe  Daohr  of  Lanwuter  (Mr.  Chaplin; 
.in;  11. 1731 
FUta^PntuBi^ma  in  Ireland,  Queitlon,  Mr. 
Cluta  Read ;  Aaamr,  The  CbMf  Saoretar? 
Kit  Ireland  (Sir  W.  lUrt  Djke)  Aug  3, 818; 
QueiCloni,  Mr.  Albert  Urej,  CoIohI  Nolan, 
Mr.  UackLam  ;  Anivrii.  Tba  Chaneellor  of 
the  Duob;  of  Lanoaiter  ( Mr.  Cbaplin)  Aug  1, 
10G8 
Steine—Cltanting  and  Ditinftetion  of  Pre- 
nittt—The  Ordert  in  Couneil,  ^eitios, 
Ur.  R.  11.  Paget ;  Asiwar,  Tbe  Obanoellor 
of  tbe  Daotaj  ol  Lanoaitar  (Mr.  Chaplin] 
July  30,  333 


Contagiau  Diteaut  [AnimaU)  Aeti~ootA. 
8mnt  F«vtr— Order  ui  Couneil  for  Compul- 
MOry  Slaajhier,  Q,aatlioD,  Mr,  Clare  Read : 
Anairar,   Tbe   Chaneellor  of  the  Dnelir  of 
Unoaitar  (Mr.  Chaplio)  Jydy  38,  318 

Copyhold  Enfranchiasment  Bill 

{The  Lord  Sothoiut) 
L  UoTed,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  road  3*" 
Juls  30. 183 
Ameodt.  to  leaTO  ont("  now,")  add  ("  thii  day 
three  moMitt")  {The  Earl  Slaiilupe]i  after 
■hart  debate,  on  Quaation,  That  ("nov") 
«e.t  Cont.  11,  Nol-CoDt.  16;  M.  33;  r^ 
•olTod  in  tba  negatiT* ;  Bill  to  be  read  3>  on 
tbil  da^  three  monthi  (Ko.  183} 

Corrupt   Prattiett    Act  —  7A«    Suffolk 
Cotutrvativt  Attotialion 
liaaatioa,   Ur.  Jeaee  Colling*  ;  Aniwer,  Tb« 
Attorney    General   (Sir  Riebard   Webater) 
Aiy  1,  loie 

Go&ST,  Mr.  J.  p.,  Bolfatt 
8nppl7,  Baport,  R««.  1,  330 

Connty  Of&ceri    and  Courts   (Ireland) 

(FenSions)  Bill      {^r.  CawtpieU-Smmer- 
man,  Mr.  Setieiter  QentrtXfor  Irtland) 
e.  Committaa  deferred  July  38. 383 

ConmitteB  ;  Report;  read  3*  .iu;7,  1011 
I.  Read  1*  ■  (M.o/  fVaUrfird)  Aug  10  (No.  311) 
Read  3*  * ;    Gomraitlee   negatived  ;    read   S* 
Avs  11 

OouKTSKT,  Mr.  L.H.,  Luktard 

Criminal  Lav  Amendmant.  Oomm.  d.  9, 
Amandt.  390,  611 ;  «I.3,7I1 ;  «l.3,  Amandt, 
733,  783  i  a.  6,  7BS,  786  ;  Atnendt.  7S8, 
789,  793 ;  a.  la,  Motion  fbr  reporting  Pr»- 
greu,  801 

Homing  of  Iha  Working  Clauei — Site*  of  tba 
Metropolitan  Priuna,  63,  81B 

Ubonreri  (Ireland]  (No.  3),  Comm.  el.  1,  990  ; 
d.  8,  esi ;  ei.  11,  loos  ;  add.  el.  tOlS 

Supply,  Report,  Res.  3,  337,  311 
Sonth  Afrioa  and  St.  Ueleoa,  168 

CotJKTOTiT,  Earl  of 
Ubouren  (Ireland)  (No.  3),  SR.  1361 ;  Comm. 
nJ.  IS,  Amendt.  1111,  1113 

CaAnsRooK,  Viscount  (Lord  Prendent 
of  the  Council) 
Copjhold  Enfrancbiaenent,  3R.  103 
Medioal  Relief  DieqnaliBoatioa  RemoTal,  90, 
81,31:  3R.  331 

Criminal  Law  Amendment  Bill  [h-l.] 

(Mr.  S.  a.  Fowler) 

e.  Order  for  Oonmittee  read ;    Mored,  "  That 

Mr.    Spoakar    do   now  leaie    tba  Chair " 

Jvly  30, 373 

Amendt.  to  lean  oat  from  "  That,"  add  "  ia 

Tiair  of  tbe  faot  that  there  alrMdf  aiieto 

nuoh  legiilatiofl  of  Uw  kind,  UtUe  koowB  tf 

ico-^' 


f INDEX) 


CWhumZ  Law  Anitndmrnt  Bill — test. 

rsaortatl  to,  ind  (hat  beiidat  mooh  of  it  it  of 
a  DOOtniJiatorT  ntunotar  partlj  Tor  tba  ragS' 
iBtion  and  p«rtlT  for  the  rtpceuion  of  TJov, 
it  if  aipodtmit  that  farther  Inqaur  andmor* 
daliberxtion  bo  girco  to  the  (ubjsot  before 
prooeedieg  with  the  eaid  Committee  "(Ifr. 
Bepweml)  v. ;  (lueatioo  propoeed,  "  That 
the  word*,  Ac. ;  "  after  ihort  debate,  Ameadt. 
withdrawn  ;  maio  QneatioD  put,  and  agreed 
to :  Oominittee— B.P.  [BllL  149] 

Committee — B.r.  Julf  31,  68S 

Oammittee ;  Report  Aug  t,  SfiO 

CoutiderMi  Auff  6,  I33Si  after  long  debate, 
Fnrther  Prooeeding  on  Oonsideration  de- 
ferred 

Farther  Prooeeding  on  ContideraUon  renimed 
Aug  1,  1461  ;  after  long  debate,  Mored, 
"That  the  Bill  he  now  read  3*  ;"  Motion 
agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  8°,  and  pined,  with 
AmandmenU  [Bill  357] 

I,  Returned  from  the  Commoni  agreed  to,  with 
Anundnieiiti ;  the  (aid  Amendmeott  to  be 
printed ;  and  to  be  eonaidared  on  Mondaf 
tMit  Augl  (No.  3«!) 

Conmoni'  A  mendnient*  aontid«rad,  and  agreed 
to  Atig  10,  lSi9 

Obop^bb,  Ur.  J.,  Ktndai 

Oriminal  Jaw  Amendment,  Comm.  el.  i,  lii 
India — Eait    India    ReTanne    Aceounti — An- 

DOal  Finanaial  Statement,  Uomm.  1363 
Soppl;— Sonth  Afrioa  and  St.  fielena,  IBS 

Obosb,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  B.  A.  (8ecre> 

tar;  oi  State  for  the  Home  Depart* 

meiit),  L»ntMkir»,  8.W. 
Cborch   of    England  —  Eioommanioatioo  at 

SahamTonej,  1370 
Corporate  Bodial  (Hstropolli)— Citj    Fallow- 

■bipof  Fortan,  S07 
Criminal  Law  Amendment,  Cotnm.  Motion  for 

Adjournment.  STB  i  A.   3,  SeS,  £99,  016; 

Ameadt.  618,  939;    cl.  3,  637,  619,  693, 

896,    897,  698,  703,  70a,   708,    709,  710, 

716  ;  ti.  4,  719,  736,  TfiS  ;  cl.  6,  Amandt. 

768,  770,  778,  780,  783,  783,  78* ;  el.  8, 

Amsadt.  700,  703  ;.   et.   9,   Amendt.  703  ; 

Ct.  13,  798,  604,  80fi  ;  «f.  14,  Amendt.  808  ; 

el.  IS,  809  :  add.  el.  ib.  8S0,  Sa4,  889,  860, 

861,  883,  873,  873,  874,  876.  880,  890,  801 , 

894,  896,  903.  903,  904,  907,   013,  911; 

Sohedule,  MO :  Cimnd.  add.  el.   13S3,  1387. 

1388,  1393,  1101,1418,  1417,1431,  1438; 

a.   I,   1481;   eL  3,  Amandl.    1463,    1483. 

148G;    tl.   3,  Amandt.    H..    1109;   eL    4, 

Amendt.   1470,   1471,   1179,    1477,    1179; 

el.  8,  Amendt.  ib.,  1480,  1481,  1483,  1183. 

1481,  1488,   1488  ;  el.   0,    1408  ;  Amendt. 

1404,     1498,     1497,     1SD3,     1803;    el.    10, 

Amendt.  1808  ;  eL  14,  Amandt.  1808 
Cmeltj   to  Animals    Aot,    1870— VlrlaMtloa 

Lioencea— Dr.  E,  E.  Klein,  1446 
EDoleiiaitloal    ComiaiHioner*  —  Taxation    of 

Legal  Eipenaei,  811 
Edoeation  of  the  Blind— The    Rojal  Conmit- 

ilon,  ISSl ;— Oonatitntion  of  the  Commii- 

ilon,  179T 
fibetoral  Aota— DiatribntioD,  1741 


Csoai,  Etight  Hon.  Sir  R.  A.— Mat. 

ExplotiTai  Aot— Appoinlmant  of  Mr.  Juan 
Martin,  Inapeotor  tor  Brawne*  and  AthluM 
1088 

Roonng  of  the  Working  Olaaie*  (England) 
033,  670,  846,  1061;  SR.  ISB8,  1811; 
Comm.  1787;  cl.  1,  1783:  Amendt.  1700 
1767,  1768.  1780  ;  eL  3,  17T0,  1773,  177», 
1778.  1780,  1796,  1797,  1789.  1800,  1801 
1803, 1803, 1808  ;  el.  4. 1831  ;  d.  5,  Amendt. 
ib.  1833,  1833;  el.  10,  Amendt.  1834; 
e(.  13,  Amendt.  1838,  1837,  1838,  1839; 
d.  11,  Ameodt.  ii.  ;  Poctponed  et.  0,  183C  ■ 
mUL  el.  1836,  1838  :  Bohadole,  AmMtdt, 
1839  ;  Coniid.  et.  S,  Amendt.  1S8S  ;  d.  14, 
1889 

Law  and  Jaitioo  (England  and  Walei}— QoM- 

Clronit  S^iUm,  074 
Mr.  EdUo.  (^C.  619,  078 

Relcue  of Brigga,  a  OoBViot,  840 

Law  and  Poliee — Queitiona 

Elisa  Anoitroog,  a  Child  nndar  14  Taua 

1739 
"  Pall  Hall  Gautte  "— PabUoation  of  Of- 

Kiatire  Artlelea,  83 
Political  CInbi,  1689 

Un  of  Biejelei  on  Pnblio  Roade— Fariou 
Driring,  349 
Uetropolii— Qoeatione 

Looal  QoToroiMDt  onteido  tha  Cibr  Area, 

17S3 
Helropolitan  PoUoe,  83 
Metropolitan  TTater  Companiaa,  1738 
Pnblio  Health— PnriBoitlon  of  the  Thane* 

(Canror  liland),  1878 
Street  TraSo— Obatnotioo  in  tite  Stroeti, 

1139 
Tramway  Companiea— EmplojSa'  Honraof 
Labour,  1046 
Naral  CourU  Martial— CoUinon  between  tbe 

"  Heela  "  and  the  "  Cheerfbl."  1783 
Parliament— Busineii  of  the  Honia,  343, 1063, 

1288 
ParliamenUry    Eleolioni  (Ireland)  —  Coaatf 

Down  Eleotion— Ballot  Aot,  813 
Fariiamenurj  Voten— R^atralion  of  Voter* 

in  Agrioultural  Dittricti,  1689 
Polioe    Enlranohiaemant    Eitenuon,    ConuL 

1814 
Frinoe  Henrf  of  Batt«ob«tf 'a  NataralUatioDi 

Comm.  683 
RMreation    Oroonda    —    Woodoolo    Green, 

BromigroTe,  1730,  1740 
Regiitration  (SnpplemaDtarf)  Liata,  1881 
KepreaanlBlion  ot  the  People  Aot,  1884 — Par- 
liamentarj   Franahiie    (Sootland)— Cniften 
under  £10  RenUl,  60S 
Sootlud— Law  and  Poliee — Jllagal  Imponnd- 
ing  of  Children,  608 
Public   Ilealtb  — Inaanitarr  Condition  of 
Dntbil  Churoh/ard,  47 
Seeretary   for    Sootland,  633  :    Comm.   977, 
979;  eL  3.  Amendt.   980:   et.  i.  Amendt. 
1138;  eL6,  1147,  1188.  1168;  el.  6,  1166, 
1]68,1]87;  add.  el.  1171;    Sehednla,  ii., 
1172.  1173 
Snpplj — Priaona,  Iieland,  370 
SDppIj-(SnppieanotarrBetlmalM>— PeUrikead 

Harbour,  189 
Unirersitie*  (Sootland},  Sa.  BiU  1 
1380 


C~.0CH^|C 


[SESSION    1884-5] 


Obo88,  Mr.  J.  E.,  £otton 

India — Eut  India  BeTena«  AmoodIi— Ad- 
nul  FiEADoitd  Statement,  Conm.  1315, 
131S,  1S31 

Crows  Lands  Bill 

(Jfr.  BMtrt,  Mr.  Stritrl  OloAlim*) 
c.  Report  oF  Sriset  Conno.  Julg  29 

Committee  '  {on  r*-comBt) ;  Report  ;  read  3° 
Julg  30  [Bill  SI] 

t.   Read  )••  (E.  ofl<ldeila^)JuIy  Si  [No.  334) 
Read  3'*Aufi 
R«pon  *  ;  read  8>  Aug  7 

Crmity  to  Animalt  Mt,  1876 — Ptvitte- 
lion  Luanest — Dr.  S.  B.  KMn 
Qawtion,  Hr.  Firth  ;  Anxrer,  The  Seeretar; 
of  Stale  for  tbe  Home  Department  (Si    " 
AMbeUn  Crou)  ±^^  7,  1114 

Ciutoms  and  Inland  Sevenae  (IVo.  3)  BUI 

{SirArtkar  Otviay,  Mr.  ChajutOer  of  the 

Sxehtqutr,  Sir  Btnry  SvOamti 

t.  Coniidered  July  37,  192  [BUI  313] 

RmiV*  July  3B 
t.  Read  !'•(£.  o/7iJ<iMMjA)JuIyS0(No.  330) 

Read  S>  "  July  81 

Committee*:  Report  Jiy 3 

R«ad3>*^<Vl 

Rojal  Aiaent  Aug  S      [18  d>  U  Viet.  o.  SI] 

Cmfomi  D«partmtnt 

OoHecteri  o/  Cuthmt,  (taeitioD,  The  Earl  or 
limeriet ;  Aniwer,  The  Earl  oT  Iddailsigh 
{Fint  LordofChs  Treaiurr)  JiJy  31,6t8 

Cmmtuiieneri  of  CuiMnt^A  Boparl,  Qoei- 
tioD,  Hr.  R.  H.  Pagit ;  Kntin,  Tbe  Seore- 
tarj  to  tbe  Traaiurjr  [Sir  Henrj  Holland) 
Aug  3,  833 

Cypnu  {Finant*,  Jc.) — Landing  Ihttiti 
QnaitiOD,  Vieooant  Newport ;    Amwer,  The 
Seoretar;  of  State  (6c  the  CobniM  (Colonel 
Stanley)  July  37,  S3 

DxLBnuLK,  Mr.  0.  (Lord  of  the  Tioa- 
stuy),  Buttthir* 
Sccretarf  for  SeotUid,  Conm.  9S1, 003,960 

Datbhtobt,  Mr.  H.  T.,  Slaffordthirt,  JV. 
Criminal   Um   Amendmont,  Conaid.  add.  cl. 
1101 ;  Amendt.  HOC 

D&7ST,  Mr.  H.,  Chrittchurch 
Criminal  Law  AmeDdmenC,  Comm.  cl.  2,  690, 

fi03,  eifl,  61fl,  eiS,  t3i;    el.   3,   Motion  for 

reporting  Progreii,   638,  713  ;  tl.  1,   71B ; 

Congid.  e/.O,  1103 
Qouiinr  of  tbe  Working  Glauei  (England). 

Comm.   tl.  3,   IT80,   mOl,  1613;   cL    13, 

Amendt.  1831,  1838,  1833 
Ubour«ra  (Ireland)  (."lo.  3),  Comm.  cJ.  4,  901 
Lund  ParohaM  (Irebind),  Comm.  1633 
Woreeiter  KilanaioD.'Lordl  Ame&dt«.  Coniid. 

«t  21  A,  eee 


Dawnat,  Hon.  0.  C.  (Surre 
of  Ordnance),  Tori,  Jf. 
Armj — Limeriok  Armj  Clotbiag 
Ordnance     Department — Wi 
Fredenek      Raooe,      67S 
ArMnal,  13T9 
Atmr    Eetimatea — Clothing    E 
Ao.  113,  US 
Pro'Uioni,  Forage,  Ac.  93,  I 
Warlike  Storei,  181 

Davboh,  Mr.  0.;  Carhw 
Ednoatlon  oF  the  Blind.  Roral  C 

— Conititution  of  tbe  Commisi 
Houaiog  oF  tbe   Working   Clau 
Comm.   Foicponed  el.  6,    An 
add.  et.  IBSI,  1838 
Land  Purobate  (Ireland),  Conii< 
Sapply — OommiMloaerioffTatioi 
IreUnd,  lift,  ISO 
Qneen'!  Collegea  in  Ireland, 
Report,  Ree.  1,  S3B 

DsASY,  Mr.  J.,  Cori 

Irelaod— Poor  Lav — Bantry  Uni 
Supply— (Inoen'a  College!  in  Ire 

Deeda  of  Arrangement  BegiB 
(«r   JoMph    Jf'ZnHM,    Jfr. 

Ifiehalion) 
e.  BiU  irithdravn  ■  July  ST 

De  La  Wash,  Earl 
Malta— Eiamioationi  for  the  t 
(Arm;,  Na*f,  and  OiTil),  4 

Dbnkait,  Lord 
Eipiriag  Lawe  Cootlanaoo*,  Co 

1196,  1196:  8R.  Amendt.  136 
Medioal     Relief    Oinaalifteatia 

3fl.  933 
Rojal  Commiuion  on  the  Dspreai 

and  Indnitrf — Conititntion  of 

(ion,  1S4S 
Women'i  Suffrage,  3R.  310 


The  foUowing  List  of  the  C 
appeared  in  Tht  London  Oastttt,  Se| 

The  Earl  of  Iddesletob  (Cbl 
Earl  of  DuKKiTBN,  Bight  Hon. 
Booth,  8ir  Jimbs  Allfobt,  Ent.. 
Esq.,  Thohij  Bibtwhibtu,  E 
Liwu  CoHUf,  Esq.,  Jucma  Poi 
Esq.,   Dath)  Dalb.    Eeq.,    Cui 

DBUKUOKtl,    BbO.,   WlLLUM   FaB] 

Esq.,   HiNBT   HccK8   GiBBB,    Ee 

HSHBY  HOULDSWOKTH,  Em].,    WiL 

Jaciiov,    Eaq.,    Obobob    Aulim 
Esq.,  Kayn.1.8  Lttbhock,  Eeq.,  Pi 

MOMTZ,  Eeq.,ABTHOBO'0oyM0tt.] 

Habhi  Inolib  Palo&avb,  Eaq.,  C> 
Palvbb,  Esq.,  Williak  Peabci,  I 
Pbicb,  E«q.,  ProfeeeoT  of  Politia 
Oiloid  UDivenitj,  Sahdbi.  Stohi 
HiKBBBi  GEOBai  Hubi 


l.yCOOglC 


300. 


De^reuiim  t/  Trad*  and  litdattri/— Royal  Com- 
Miuum  «n  lie — ooot. 

(toMtiooi,  Mr.  Alkinion,  Mr.  Artfaar  Arnold  ; 
Aoiwgn,  Tha  CUoMllor  at  lh«  Eiaheqncr 
Jttig  37,  63  :  QositioD),  Mr.  Arthur  AmoM, 
Ur.  S»ton  ;  Aniwari,  Ths  Ghuoellar  of 
tb«  Enli«qD«r  July  30, 513 ;  Obwmtioaa, 
Mr.  Arthar  Arnold  ;  abort  dalwta  therton 
Any  S,  1398  J  QaMtioD,  Mr.  BrMdbarat : 
Aniirer,  The  Chinoallor  of  ths  Eisfaeqoer 
Avg  e,  laas 

Samei  af  Uie  CenatUiioiKrt,  QnMtioDi,  Mr. 
Arthur  Arnold,  Mr,  Saitoo,  Mr.  Bn»d- 
bant ;  Ai»w«n,  Tho  ChftnoeUor  of  tha  Ex- 
oh«iner  Aug  3,  333 

tUnitterial  StaUmeiU,  Qantion,  Mr.  Arthur 
Arnold;  Aniwer.Ths  Cbuioollor  of  tha  Ex- 
oheqaar  Aug  T.  1  i6S 

Coiutiiatum  of  the  Cammittiau,  Obwrrstioa*, 
The  Fint  Lord  of  the  Treuorj  (The  Eerl 
ol  Iddnleish) ;  ibort  dsbale  thereon  Ang  10, 
1531 
Memoruidum  for  the  BotiI  Coimaluioa  on 
the  Dapreeuon  of  Trade  and  Induatr^  i 
ordered  to  be  laid  befora  the  Honta  ( The 
Earl  o/  Idde$t»igh) ;  Hemorandam  laid  be- 
fore (be  UoDM  (poriDant  to  Ordar  of  tbi) 
dajr),  and  to  be  printed  (No.  317} 

Qaeallona,  Mr.  Arthar  Arnold ;  Anaweri,  The 
Chanoellor  of  tha  Exebeqaer ;  Obwrratloni, 
Mr.  Shaw  Lefarre .iu;  ID,  ISTS  ;  QueitioDi, 
Mr,  Arthar  Arnold,  Mr.  Braadhurat :  An- 
•wen.  The  Cbanoeltor  of  tha  Eiobcqaar 
Aug  11,  1733;  Paraonal  Explanation,  The 
Pirn  Lord  of  tha  Treaaorf  (The  Earl  of 
Iddeataigh)  .Au?  13,  1838;  Obaarratiooa, 
Mr.  Broadhnrat,  ISll    [Uonw  ooanted  oat] 

DB  Ros,  Lord 

Medloal  [UUef  DiaqaalifloatiOn  Ramofal,  8S 

Dk  WoHiia,  Baron  H.   (Secretary   ( 
the  Board  of  Trade),  Ort*nwith 

Cejion— Liehthootei— The  Baaaaa  Light*— 
Minlooj  Lighthooae.  1533 

EtTpt— I-igbt  Duea,  1533, 1537 

Hemntile  Marina— Pilot*— Teat  of  Colonr- 
Btindneia,  1573 

Raitwaja  (England  and  Walaa)— ^•noinal 
Cbargai,  1019 

Rofal  (JommisiiDD  on  Lou  of  Life  at  Sea- 
TheETidence,  311,1030 

Sm  Fiiheriea  (Scotland)  Amendment,  ZR.  309  ; 
Comm.  983;  el.  3,  1173i  Amendt.  Jill 
el.  i.  1175,  1178,  1170;  Amendt.  1131, 
1 183 ;  el.  3,  1 183  ;  el.  3,  1  ISl.  1  IBS  ;  d.  7, 
Amendt.  1186,1187,1180,  HOD;  el.  iO.ii.; 
add.  el.  1191 ;  Amandl.  1193  ;  Conaid.  el.  4, 
Ameadt.  1509,  1310 ;  cl.  T,  Amendt.  ib. ;  «l.  8, 
.^mandl,ii,,15U 

Seerttarj  for  Scotland,  Comm.  el.  5,  1138 

Trade  and  Narigation  Acoonnta — ImportaUon 
of  Cattle,  Ac.  from  Ireland,  1050 

DiOKBON,  Mr.  T.  A.,  Tyrone 

Und  Pnrohaae  (Ireland),  3R.  1091;  Omato. 

el  3,  IBGl  ;  el.i,  Amandt.  1333,  ISIS;  d.S, 

1676,  1376;  add.  el.  1700 
Suppljr— Priaona,  Ireland,  3GT 


DroBT,  Mr.  J.  K.  D.  Wingfield,  Somer- 
ut.  Mid 
Moveable  Dwellinga,  3R.  1705 

DiLKK,  Eight  Hon.  Sir  C.  W.,  Chtl- 
ita,  S^e. 
Hoaiieg  of  tha  Working  Claasa*  (England^ 
1508 ;  3R.  1697  ;  Comn.  eL  1,  1731,  1733, 
1186 ;  el.  3,  1799,  1801,  1S«6.  1808  ;  eL  A, 
1831  ;  cl.  13.  1833  ;  d.  11,  IBM;  aid.  d. 
IB3S ;  Conaid.  eh  3,  188S 

DiLLimr,  Mr.  L.  L.,  Swantta 

Criminal    Law  Anendmeot,  Conud.  add.   cl. 

IIOI 
Honaing  of  the  Vorking  Claaaaa   (England), 

Comia.  il.  3,  1819 

DouoLAB,  Mr.  A.  Aksbs-  (Secretary  to 
the  Treaaury),  Ktnt,  X. 
Und  Porohw  (Inland)  [Adranoaa],  Re^  (Stb 
Angnit]  reported,  1333 

DtiozHAM,  Mr.  T.,  Sorofordihir» 

Cattle   Importation— Canadian  and  Amarioan 

Cattle,  1731 
Conugjooa  Di*eaa«a  (Animala)  Acta — Planro- 

Pneamonla  in  Ireland,  103S 
Tnde  and  NnTigation  Aoooonta — Importation 

of  Cattle,  dM.  troio  Ireland,  1030 

Duff,  Mr.  H.  W.,  BanfiMrt 

Sea  Fiiheriea  (Sootland)  Amendment,  Comm. 
cl.  8,  1161;  el.  I,  1189:  Conaid.  1611 

DuintATXM,  Earl  of  (Under  Secretary 
of  Stato  for  the  Ck>loniee} 
Armr — Knaj   Keaerie— End  of  Serrioa  with 
tha  Colonr^  1515 
Field  Artillerr  and  Small  Anna.  1537 
Malta— Eiamloatioaa  for  the  Pnblio  Sarrioa 
{Armj,  HaT7,  and  Ciril),  U 

Dyke,  Eight  Hon.  Sir  W.  H.  (Chief 

Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland),  £ent,  Mid 
Conaolidated  Fund  (Appropriation),  SR.  1339 
Educational   Endowment*  (Ireland),    Comu. 

add.  el.  1913 
Ireland — Qoeation* 

CoDtagiaoa    Diaeaaei    (Animal*)    Aat* — 

Planro- Pneumonia,  81 B 
Fiiheriea — Rirar Shannon — Limerick  Board 
of  Oonaarratora,  50  ; — The  Fojle  and  the 
Uann, 1371 
Fiiherr  Lawa— Riier  Soir — Case  of  — - 

O'Shea  and  othera,  53 
Iriah  Adminiatratioa— Mr.  E.  G.  Jenkia- 

aon,  1033 
Iriih   l«nd  Commiaaion — Appeal   Coort — 
Appeala  from  Teninta  on  Lord  Roas*'* 
EaUte,  Parwinatown,  1578;— Snb-Com- 


677 
Local   GoTernment  Board — Clerk  to 

Bangor  Town  Commiaaionera,  1030 
Lnnatio    Aajluma — Appointmenta,   15 

Armagh  Lunatic  Aajlum,  1371 
Pablie   Meeting*- Ueetinft   at    I 

1868— Death  of Qillini,  tSTS 

[MMf. 


the 
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DiKi,  Rigbt  Hon.  ■<tir  W.  Q.— Mot.' 

Fablio    Worki —  DadnoUoni    from    Road 

CoDtnoton'  AecouDt) — Mr.  F.  Morrii, 

SeoreUr^  to   Grand  Jurj,   Co.    Clare, 

1048 
Road*  ttnd  BridgM— Tbs  Tour  SUte  Quar- 

riei— Bridge  over  tbo  RiTir  Suir,  fiS 
Rofkl  UoiTanit; — EiamiDatiom,  3ia 
SoiODOO  tlnd  Art  Dgpartment,  1S73 
Saed  Sopplj  Act  —  Non-PajmaDt   of  tha 

Sa«d  Rata,  67S 
Ireland — L»w  and  Jnatieo— Qaeatiooa 
Bailiff  to  the  Sheriffof  Ueith  Co.  1567 
Coort  of  Qnaen'a  Bench — Pinai  and  Penal- 

tiw  OfflM— Mr.  O'Brien,  H.P.  BM 
Earl  of  Belfiut,  Clark  of  the   Peace,  Co. 

Mr.  P.  Palkiser,  (^C,  Reoordor  ofDablio, 

8S0 
Pett7  Seialani  Clark— HalUghToa  Pett; 

ScMlon*  Di*tri«t,  103S 
Inland — Lav  and  Police— Queationa 

Albar  in  Co.  Monaghan,  1741,  ISTt,  1972 

Cork  Co.  Potloe,  667 

Detention  of  Intoiioaled  Fenoiu,  173S 

Extra  Polloa,  Limerick,  IS77 

Plnoa  for  DaDjteronl  Uaa  of  Pirework*  *t 

BaUinrobe,  1571 
Illegal    Piahing    in     Kildare  —  loaanitarj 

Uonaa*  at  Kill,  1048 
Wateribrd  Free  Foroe.  836 


Board  of  Interinediale  Ednoatioo— Eiani- 

nation  of  Giria,  MO 
Board  or  National  Ednoatlon — Extra   In> 

alraotioo,  58 
Commiationera  of    National    Gdnoation — 

Erootion  of  New  Sehooli — Building  Ma- 
terial*, ISTO  :— National  School  Teaohan 

— Caaa  of  Mr.  Andrew  DoTltt,  Porrel*- 

boroogh,  1733 
Ednoatlon   OOeo— The    loipaotion    SttO, 

1133,  1734 
Indnatrlal  Sahool  at  BalUgbadarraen,  Co. 

Maro,  1451 
Intermediate  Edaoatlon— Euminationa,  CB 
Model  Sehool,  Kilkannr,  843 
School  muter    of    Stranagomla    National 

School,  Co.  Trrona,  SOI 
Ireland — Poor  Law — Qncilion* 
Bantrr  Union,  345 
Charge  of  Intoxioation  againit  the  School. 

maitor)  of  thaBelfaat  Workhonio,  1451, 

1735 
Galwaj  and  Amtn  Itland  Diapanaariaa,  530 
Lnrgan  Union— Dr.  John  Soott,  103T,  1731 
Mr.  Gntbam,  Clerk  to  the  Board  of  Gnar- 

diana,  Cootahill  Union,  47 
Mr.  Wiggina,  Haater  of  the  Cloata  Dnion 

Workhonte,  1731 
Ireland— Regiatiation  of  Votsra— Q,naatlona 
Aaaiatant  ReTiiing  Barrialon,  1457, 1730 
Co.  Antrim,  8JS 
Liita  of  Voten— Derr;,  S43 
Printing  of   Voter*'    Liata,  Co.   Armagh, 

59  ;~Sapp1amental  Liati,  838 
FobUoation  of  Li*t*  of  Votera   in   North 

Antrim,  1055  ;— Co.  Sligo,  1373 
R«Ti*ioo    ConrlB  — Co.    CaTan,    1370;— 

Tfroneand  Donegal.  1373 
RedaionofSeaaiona—Kilmaotbomas  Union, 

837 


Dtu,  Right  Hon.  Sir  W.  B.—eatU. 
Ireland— Rotal  Irlah  ConatabnUrf — QneatioM 
Appointment  of  Medioal  Officer*,  57 
Extra  Police  and   Hat  at  Lladoonrama, 

Co.  Clan,  508 
Extra  Polios  at  Gwaedore,  Co.  Donegal,  48 
Extra  Poliae  at  Fortadoim,  605 
Peniionen,  flt 

Promotion  or  Head  Conatablet,  1049 
Protection  Poat  at  BondiiS,  Co,  Leitrin, 

1038 
Pnrauit  of  Poaclien,  1731 
Labourera  (Ireland)  (No.  3),  Comm.  ct.  S,  0B3  i 
el   13,    1000,   1003;  el.   14,    1004t  «'-    15, 
1006;  odd.  cl.  1015, 1030  ;  Lorda  Amcndta. 
Cooald.  1830,  18S1 
Und   Pnrchaae  (Ireland),  3R.    1005,   lOTO ; 
Comm.   tl.  1,    1637:    el.   3.   1661:   el.  1, 
Amendt.  1666  ;  add.  el.    1695 ;    Sobednle, 
1704 
Land    Pnrcbaaa    (Ireland)    [Adfano**],    Re*. 

(6th  Augnat)  reported,  1933 
Looal   QoTemment  (Ireland)   Proiitional   Or- 

dara,  Lord*  Amendt*.  Oonild.  et.  B,  1564 
Parliament — Bnaincaa  of  the  Honae,  58 
Snpplj— Comniiuionarl  of  National  Edncstlon 
in  Ireland,  433,  433,  441,  443,  445,  447, 
451 
Priaon^  Ireland,  373,  377 
TramirijB    and  Publio   Companie*   (Ireland) 
Act,  1883,569 

Earldom  of  Kar  Eertitatioii  Bill  [».&.] 

( The  Lord  Privg  Stat) 
I.  Report  ■  Julg  39  (No.  317} 

Oommittee  :  after  ibort  debate  July  30,  i04 

Report  •  ;  road  3'  Jtdy  31 
e.  Moied,  "That    the   Bill    b«    now    read    1<"' 
{Thi   Attorney  Otneral,  Sir  Richard  Wa- 
iter) July  31,  689  ;  alter  abort  debate,  Mo- 
tion agreed  to;  BUI  read  1° 

Hoirad,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  iMd  9*:" 
after  abort  dabata.  Motion  agreed  to ;  Bill 
read  3*,  and  committed  to  a  Select  Com- 
milEee  ;  Committee  nominated  ;  I.i*t  of  the 
Camnilttee,  685 

MoTed,  "  That  the  name  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Ktrkcaldf  (Sir  George  Campbell)  b« 
added"  [7^  Attorney  Oeneral)  ;  Motion 
(greed  to :  name  added 

Ordered,  That  Three  be  the  qnonim 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  haTO  l««Ta  to  rit 
and  proceed  upon  Hondajr  next 

Bill  to  be  pHnted  [Bill  9S6J 

Report  of  Select  Comm.  ^ug  3 

Read  S'^Augi 
I  Rojal  Aiaent  Aug  6     [18  «  49  Viet.  a.  48] 

East  India  Arm;  Fennoni  Seflciency 
Bill  {Sir  Sertry  Ssllaad,  Coloiut 

Watrond) 
e.  Ordered ;  read  I'  ■  July  39  [Bill  355] 

Read  3°,  after  abort  debate  Juiy  31,  8II 

Committee  '  ;  Report  Aug  3 

Coatidered  *  Avg  4 

Read  3*  ■  Aug  6 
l.Reti\'»[S.ofZddtiltigh)A«gi    (No.  339) 

Bead  3*  ■ ;  Committee  negatired  Aug  7 

Read  3"  Aug  10 


(  INDEX  I 


Satt    India  Army    Pmtiont    Dtficitne^ 
[^Crtation  of  Annuit!/] 
Rm.  conaidered  ia  CommiUM,  tnd  agreed  to 

Ju^ai,  BlI 
Bm.  reporM  iuj)  8 

Xccleaiaitioal  Commiaiumen  (Ho.  2 ) 
BUI   iH.i.] 

e.  Rad  1*  ■  July  39  [BUI  3S3] 

RmAV  JulyZ\ 

Commillsa  *  ;  Raport ;  raul  3°  Avg  3 
I.  Rofal  AiMnt  Aug  6     [48  h  Vt  net.  o.  US] 

SeeUtiaiUeal  Committiontrt,  Tht — Taxa- 
tion of  Ligal  Eiptfuet 
QoMtlOD,  Mr.  Labonohera  ;  Aniwer,  Tb*  Sa- 
ontiTj  of  St<ta  for  tba  Horn*  Dapkrtment 
(Sir  R.  AMheton  Cro«)  :  Queitioo,  Mr. 
ArtbDT  Aniold  [ao  raplf]  Jidy  30,  SIO 

Sdinhurgh  Exttntion  and  8»tBarag«  Silt 
ILordi}  {by  Ord«r) 

e.  CoDiidared  Jali/  37,  37  ;  &^r  abort  debate, 
Horad,  "Tfaxt  the  Bill  be  ra-comaiitwd,  io 
roipaet  of  CUuee  36,  t«  the  farmer  Com- 
mittM  "  (Sir  Arthur  Away)  ;  QnsMioD  pat, 
and  agreed  to  ;  Laata  t«  tba  Commiltae  to 
lit  and  proceed  lorlhwith 

Edacational  Endowmenta  (Ireland)  Bill 

[H.L.]      (Jfr.  Atlermy  StMralfir  IrtUnd) 

e.  Read  S-.ifter  deUte  Aug  11,  IfiSS  [BUI  ITS] 

Committee ;  Repent,  after  ibert  debate  Aug  13, 

laei 

Sdueational  EndotomonU  (Inland)  \_Saki- 
riu  and  Sxponut'] 
Re>.  ooniidered  in  CommittM,  and  tignti  to 

Auy  13,  1»13 
Raa.  raported  Aug  13  ' 

£dueation  Dtparlmmt  {England  and 
Waht) 

Calle^  of  AbayHuith,  Q,na*t<aD,  Mr.  Morf^ 
Llojd  :  Anawar,  The  Vioe  Freiident  of  tbe 
Counoil  (Mr.  b;.  Si  an  bops)  Aug  3, Bi2 

IiMnution  vf  Dtaf-MaU  Childrm,  tiuoition, 
Mr.  Woodallf  An.wer.  Tbe  Vioo  Preei- 
deat  of  tbfi  Coanoil  ( Mr.  E,  S  tanbope)  Aug  4, 
IDAS 

London  Board  SchooU — Annual  Cort  per 
Selular,  Qaaation,  Lord  Algernon  Pon/ ; 
AnawBT,  The  Vice  Preaidant  of  the  Coaneil 
(Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  Aug  i.  1037 

Saiool  Qranta— Court  of  Bankruptcy— Nov- 
eatlU-on-Tmt—Tkt  Yiear  o/  .S(,  Mart'i, 
SofM  ShititU,  Queationa.  Mr.  Broadbarat  ; 
Aoawera,  Tbe  Vioe  Pretident  of  the  Couaoil 
(Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  /aIif31,6T3;  AugU, 
ITVS 

TA*  London  Stiool  Board,  Qneation,  Mr. 
Pnleaton ;  Anaoer,  The  Vioe  Preaident  of 
the  Coaneil  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  Aug  11, 
I'M  -.—Eipeniiituro,  QueatioD,  Mr.  J.  G. 
Talbot :  Aniwer,  The  Vioe  Prf  liiiint  of  tbe 
Counoil  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  Aug  4,  1054 


Edwation  of  tit  Blind 

The  Boyal  ComntUiien,  Qneation,  Sir  Gabriel 
Ooldnej :  Aniwer,  The  Seeretary  of  State 
for  tbe  Home  Da^rtment  (Sir  R.  Aiahetoa 
Croaa)  Aug  10,  15B0 
Centliiution  oftSi  Commimon,  Qnettiooa,  Mr. 
Dawaon,  »t.  Seiton :  Anawera,  The  Sen** 
tarj  of  State  for  the  Home  Departnent  (Sir 
R.  Aaabeten  Oroei)  Aug  11,  1T3T 

Egypt 

Fiaaneo — The  Intemutionat  OuarwOeei  Loan 
of  £9,000,000,  (toMlion,  Obeerratlona,  ^A 
QianTllle;  R«plj;,  Tbe  Ifarqoaaa  of  Salit- 
burr  July  38,  318 

The  Bmidan—Tke  Friendly  Trihei,  qaaetioo. 
The  Earl  of  Wamyaa  ;  Ana>er,  The  Mar. 
qneli  of  Saliabof?  Aug  4,  I03I 

Egypt  —  Soudan  Expidition  —  Vole  of 
3%anit  to  Her  Majoity'i  XiUtmry 
and  Naval  Fereot 

Notioe  ol  Motion,  The  Marqoeae  of  SalitbaT; 
Aug  11,  1130 

MOTed  to  reaol'e,  "1.  That  IheThaoka  ofthii 
Hooaa  be  giran  to  General  Lord  Wolaele}, 
G.C.B.,  G.C.M.O.,  for  the  diatingniabwl 
akill  and  abilitT  with  wbiab  he  planned  and 
oondnoled  iba  Expedition  of  18B4-86  b;  the 
Nile  to  tbe  Sondan  "  fand  other  Reaolotiona] 
(  Tht  Uarqueti  of  S^Utury)  Aug  13,  tSdO  f 
aflar  abort  debala,  the  aald  KoaolationJ  le- 
Terallf  agreed  to,  nemine  diaaaDttente 

Ordered,  That  The  Lord  ChanoaUor  do  odeb- 
■Banloate  tbe  aald  Haeolntiana  to  General 
Lord  Wolaelejr,  Admiral  Lord  John  Baj,  the 
Vleerof  and  GoTeneir-OeDaral  of  India,  and 
the  Seorelarj  of  Stale  for  the  Goloniaa, 
rmpcotirelf ,  and  that  tbay  be  reqneeled  bj 
Tba  Lord  Chanoellor  to  oommunioate  the 
aamc  to  the  aeraral  ODcera  referred  to 
therein 

EOYPT 

COHHOIIB 

The  TnUrnalionai  Ouaranleed  Loan  of 
£9,000,000,  Qoraliona,  Mr.  Labonobare  ;  An- 
awera, Tbe  Chancellor  of  the  EiebeoDer 
July  30,  SIS;  Qaaationa,  Mr.  VilUen- 
Stuart,  Mr.  Arthar  Arnold  ;  Anawera,  Tbe 
CbanoeUorof  tbe  Exobeqner,  534  ;QnattiODa, 
Mr.  Artbnr  Arnold,  Mr.  l.aboiiebare ;  Ad- 
iweri,  Tba  Under  Saoretarj  of  State  for 
Foreign  Afhin  (Mr.  Bonrke)  July  81,  670  ; 
—  The  Correipondenee,  (toettiooa,  Hr. 
Arthur  Arnold,  Hr,  Vllliara-Staart ;  An- 
awera, Tba  Under  Seervtar;  of  State  for 
Foreign  A&ira  (Hr.  Bonrke)  Aug  S,  S4fl 

The  Soudan 
The  SaaMn-Btrier  Saxhm,  Qaertion,  Sir 
llenrj  T^lar;  Anawor,  Tbe  Seoretar;  of 
State  tor  War  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  July  37, 
04  ;  Qneation,  Sir  Uanr;  Tjler  :  Antwer, 
The  SooretarT  Of  Stnto  for  War  ( Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith]  i  Qui-ation,  Mr.  T.  V.  O'Connor  [no 
raplj]  Aug  8,  839 
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E^pt—Cmtuont—The  Soudan — oont. 

n*  Oarnion  of  Kattaia,  Qaettioni,  Sii 
Wklttr  B.  BartMlot,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor, 
Mr.  Labonchera ;  Anawan,  The  Uadar 
S«oret>r7  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairt  (Ur, 
Boarkt)  Jvly  37,  SI;  Quettion,  Mr.  L&- 
b«uah*r«  ;  Anmar,  Ths  Under  SeareUry  of 
Slate    for    Foreign    AflUn   (Mr.    Bonrlie) 

Tha  Mxpediiion  under  Hieia  Patha—Cate 
of  iht  late  B.  B.  Evani,  Inltrpretir,  Qoei- 
liOD,  Mr.  Ckllan ;  Antwar,  Ths  Under 
Saoretar;  oF  State  for  Foreign  Affidn  (Mr. 
BodTke)  Ju?  1,  1010 

tttporUd  DiatK  of  CJjBiaH  Digna,  Qaeitloa, 
Sir  Walter  B.  BarttaloC ;  Anawer,  Tbe 
Segretarj  of  State  for  War  (Ur.  W.  11. 
Smith)  Aut  i,  10S4 

nt  Sxpaditiont  to  Suakin,  Qaattion,  SirHoarr 
Tjler  i  Aniwer,  The  SeoreUrj  of  Stale  for 
War  {Mr.  W.  U.  Smith)  Avy  i,  136T 

MililaTf  Exptditim 
TAt  TVoop*  at  Sluxiin,  QaeatioDi,  Mr.  Jnmei 
Stoart,  Ur.  R.  PraetoD  Bmoe,  Colonel  Klns- 
Uarntan  ;  Aaawara.  The  Seoretsr)'  or  Slate 
for  War  (Mr.  W.  11.  Smith)  Aug  3,83*  ;-- 
Snpplitt  for,  Queation,  Colonel  King-Har- 
niBD ;  Anawer,  The  fieoretarf  of  Stale  for 
War  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  Aug  6,  H7S 
Bank  afAbu  Ulea,  Queationa.  Sir  W»1t«r  B. 
Bartleloti  Aniwera,  The  Seoratar;  ol  Suta 
for  War  (Mr.  W.  n.  Smith)  Auf  3.  839  ; 
Aug  4,  toss 
Lord  WeUeUv'$  Rtpart,  Qaattion,  Mr.  U'Coan ; 
Anawer,  The  SeoreUrr  of  Stat«  lor  War 
(Hr.  W.  H.  Smith)  Aug  i,  loet 

(IKMeUlIMMtW  QuMIJMH) 

<Umm1  4t  CmUmm,  (ineetioD,  Mr.  Lmu;  ; 
Anawer,  The  Under  Seoratary  of  State  for 
Foreicn  AfEura  (Hr.  Bonrke)  JiJy  81,  674 

Internal  AdMitnttrativn — Cm  n/lAe  Kourbaih 
and  Forced  Labowr,  Qneation,  Mr.  ViUieri- 
Stnart;  Anawar,  The  Under  Saoretarr  of 
Sut«  for  Foreign  Afbira  (Mr.  Bonrke) 
Atiqi,BiO 

lAgXtDum,  Qaaitloni.  Ur.  Satherland;  An- 
iwen,  Tbe  Seoretarjp  to  tbe  Board  of  Trade 
(Baron  Benr?  Da  Worma)  Aug  10,  isas 

Miuum  af  Sir  S.  Drammoad  Wolff,  Qaeation, 
Sir  George  Campbell ;  Anawer,  The  Chan. 
oellor  of  tbe  Eiebeqaer  July  37,  611 ;  Quea- 
tloni,  Hr.  M'Laren,  Ur.  Labonchere ; 
Aniwen,  The  Cbanoallor  of  the  Eioheqaar 
/nlySS,  341 

The  Alexandria  IndennUy  Aviardt,  Qneation, 
Mr.  Gourlej  ;  Anawer,  The  Under  Seoretary 
of  State  tor  I'oraigD  Abira  (Ur.  Boirke) 
Augi,  1360 

The  Ainmbly  <^  SmaUf,  Qneftiona,  Sir 
Oeorn  Campbell,  Mr.  U'Coan ;  Anawari, 
The  Undw  Seentarr  of  State  for  Foreign 
ACEain  (Ur.  Bonrka)  J\iy  81,  6(7 

Sg^ft  (Fimmet,  ^e.)  —  Poliei/  of  Str 
dtaJMlj/'i  ffovemmtnt 
Ameodt.  on  8(1.  of  Conaolidatad  Fond  (Appro- 
priation) Bill  Auf  S,  To  texTa  ont  from 
■■That,"  add  "this  Bill  abonld  not  bepro- 
cetdsd   with    ootil   ths   OonniBent   haa 


Egypt  {Finanee,  ^e.)— Polity  of  B«r  Majett^i 
Oovemment — oon  t. 

eiplained  to  the  Iloaae  the  poliej  of  tha 
GoTemment  with  regard  to  Egrpt,  and  tbe 
oondiliona  nnder  whioh  ths  recent  guaranteed 
loan  «a>  iaaued  "  [Mr.  Laioitchtre)  v.,  1300  ; 
Qaeation  propoaed, "  That  tbe  worda,  Ac. :  " 
aner  dahate,  Quealion  pat,  and  agroAd  to 

Egypt  —  Soudan  Expidition  —  Voio  of 
Thankt  to  S»r  Majaty'i  Mihtary 
and  Naval  Foren 
UoTed,  "That  tha  Tbanka  of  this  Uouae  he 
gJTSn  to  GeDsral  Lord  Wolaelej,  G.C.B., 
G.C.U.O.,  for  the  diatingulahed  skill  and 
abilitj  with  which  be  planned  and  oondnotad 
the  Expedition  of  1834-e  bjr  the  Nile  to  ths 
Soudan "  [and  other  Rsaolutiona]  (Jfr. 
ChanteUor  of  tSe  Etchtqiier)  Aug  13,  I8T3  ; 
aFter  abort  debate.  Resolationa  agreed  to, 
Xemine  Contradicente 

Eloho,  Lord,  Baddinglonthirt 

Sea  Fiabfriea  (Sootland)  Amendment,  Oonm. 
ef.  7,1189 

Elementsr;  Education  PrvriBlonalOrderi 
Conflnnatioii  (Bimunghaiii,  Ac)  BU 

«.  Report*  Mv  38  [BiU  338] 

Reads**  /ub  39 
I.  Rof  al  AsMRt  Jtdy  31  [48  A  40  VieL  e.  ouli] 

Elementorj  Edncatioii  FroTiaion&l  Ordar 
Conflrmatioii  (Iiondoii)  Sill 

a.  Beport*  .di^S  [BJU  SSff| 

Coniidered  *  Aug  4 
fUadS*"  Any  5 

EcLBirBORonaH,  Lord 
Defences    of    the    Empire — Annamenta    ami 
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Comm.  ri.  3,  1788 
Parliament— Baainess   of  the    Hoosa,    106S, 

1388 
Saorelarr  for  Sootlaod,  Oomm.  078 ;    eL  6, 
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1334 

Evidence  by  CommiuiDs  Bill 
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Lord  DsDmaa  Aug  6,  1190 

RMd  s>  Aug  e,  laea 
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*«er,  Tbe  Seorataty  of  State  for  the  Horn* 
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TBS;  el.  fl,  T85,  TSTl  Amendt.  IBS,  T8B ; 
tl.  13,  801,  S03,  803;  add.  el.  SS9,  882, 
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Coniolidated  Fund  (Appropriation),  3R.  1208 
DefanoBt  of  the  Empire — Dtfsnca  of  Ihs  Sea- 

porta,eO 
Nsfj — Quritioni 

Aocountant  General  of  tbe  NaT},  lOfiS 
CoDBtitnlion  of  the  Admiraltr— A  Finanos 

Lord,  lOfil 
£volDtioDarf    Sqoadron,     1731  i— U.M.S. 

"  Aja«,"  343 
H.M.S."CruiieT,"  614 
ParlUmant — Baiineia  of  the  Oouae,  1683 
Seoretarj  for  SooUaad,  Comm.  816 

Hatteb,  Colonel  Sir  A.  D.,  Bath 
Armj — Mililarj  Farma  at  Alderahot,  1677 
Arm;   (AniiUarj   Foroea) — The  Northampton 

VoluDteera,  1278 
Arm)'  t^alimatca—Warlilie  Stores,  141 
War  Office,  103 
Wido-»'  Pansion«,4c.  172 
SuppI;,  Reporl,  Boa.  2,  640 


Healt,  Mr.  T.  M,,  Monaghan 

Adminiatralion  ofOatb*  (Canada).  1738    ' 
Educationn!       Endowments      (Ireinnd),      9R. 

1863;    Comm.   1S9S ;    cl.    4,    1R90 :  el.    6, 

1901  ;  c'.  Ifl,  1005  ;  el.  17,  1900  ;  add.  el. 

1913;  Preamble,  1913 
Ireland— Law    and     Police— Affmf     ia     Co. 
Monnghao,  1740,  1741,  1871 
Rriiitrntion  of  Vetera— Assistant  Revising 
Bnrrislers,  1730,  1S72 
Loboarera    (Ireland)    Aat    (No'.    3),    Lorda 

Amcndli.  Conaid.  1891,  1803 
Ued  Purchase  (Ireland),  Comm.  cl.   3,  1847, 

1068,  1669,  1062  ;  cl.  S.  1083  ;  el.  13. 1687  ; 

el.  17,  1689,  1693;  add.  el.  1704  ;  Conaid. 

add.  cl.  1842  ;  Amendt.  1840,  1818 
Moieable  DweJIings,  2R.  170A,  1700 
Poor   Law   Unions'  Offlcors,  Lords  Amandtt. 

Conaid.  leil 
Prorention  of  Crimea  Amendment,  Comm.  et.  1, 

Motion  for  reporting  Progress,  1857,  1S93 

Hendbrbon,  Mr,  E.,  Bundft 

UDirerBilies(Sootiand),  3R.  S31 


,  Lord 

Parliament— Paiaee  of  Westminster — IIousk  of 
Lords— Frescoes  in  the  Peers'  itching  Room, 

Science  and  Art — Site  of  tha  National  Gallsry, 
603 


HnifsY,  Mr.  M.,   Oalway  Co. 

Criminal   Law  Amendment,  Comm.  aid.    el. 

678,  888 
General  Gordon— E)esign  for  n  Statue,  837 
Supply,  Report,  Res.  4,  661, 663 

Hbbsohell,  Sir  F.,  Durham 

Criminal  Law  Amendment,  Comm.  el.  3,  601, 

010,  619  ;  el.  4,  737,  763  ;  el  5,  778,  781  ; 

Conaid.  aid.  cl.  1397 
Eridence  b;  Commission.  Comm.  307 
Lunacj  AciS  Amocdment,  2R.  203 
Patent  Uw  Amendment,  Comm.  el.  4.  210 
Supplf- Prisons,  Ireland,  37S,  379 

HiCKO,  Mr.  E.,  Camhridgethire 
Lax  and  Police— Uao  of  Bicjclea  on   Public 

Roads— Furious  Drisine,  219 
ParliamenCnrr  Eieotions  (Returning  Officers), 
Comm.  add.  cl.  203 

Hill,  Mr.  A.  S.,  Stafordshire,  W. 
Cattle  Importation  —  Canadian      '  ' 

Cattle,  1736 
Criminal    Law  Amendment,  Comm.    oAd.  tl, 

860,  BT2,  631,  Sei,  OUl,  607  ;  Amendt.  909, 

Sin,  616;  Contld.  adi.  cl.   1387:  Amendt. 

1389,  1391,  1380,  UOfi,  1407,  1417.  1420 
Housing  of  the  Working   ClaaseB    (England), 

Comm.   cl.  3.   Amcudc.    180O.  1801,1807; 

el.  13,  1826,  1830  ;  el.  U.  1831,  1834 


Hill,  Mr.  T.  E.,  Wormter 

WorL-eaierEiiouaion,  Lorda  AmcndU.  Cousid, 
et  21  A,  U6U 

3  E  3 


\>uusia. 

)Ogle 


HoBHOTTSE.  Lord 

Copjbold  EofrnocbiHmuit,  IR.  i83 

HoLLAHK,  Sir  H.T.  (Financial  SeoretaiT 
to  the  TraaBury),  Midhurtt 
Armj  EMiaMtM— ProTiBioni,  Forare,  tio.  83, 

83 
ComniiHianen  oF  CaitoDii— A  Report,  B39 
CriminBl  Law  Amendmant,  Comm.  cl.  1,T3B 
EMtlndte  Armf  pBtiaioni  Dgfloienoj'.  3R-611 
EdaoAtionil   Eadowmenu  (Ireland),    Comm. 

add.  c/.  leia 
Inland  ReTenne — Slampi— Stamp  Uttribotor* 

in  DubUn,  610 
IraUod— Qurationi 

Coortof  Bankrapl«7— Copfinf  Clark*,  611 
Fiaherr   Piart  nnd   tlaTbonn — Grajalonai 

Barbonr,  1 133 
lolBUd   NaTigalion  and  Draiaafi — Kilkae 

Drainaga,  1013,  U«a 
I^«  and  Juitica  —  Coart  of  BanLmpto/, 

Dablin,  01 
Pier*  and  Harboure— Kinfitown  Piar,  610 
PoBt  Offloa— New  Pott  Offloe  at  Mnllingar, 

IBTI 
Pnblio  Work*— Mail  JaUj  at  Holjbaad.  60 
Kegiatrj  of  Daedi  AoE,  1883,  8tO 
RagiitTT  ofDaadi  Offioe,  Dublio,  01 
Relief  of  DittreH  Act,  1880— Loan*— Co. 

Donegal,  831 
Sligo  HarboorCommiiaionera— Cbargeifor 
Mooring — Loan  for  ImproTemenU,  839 
Labourer*   (Ireland)    (No.    3),   Comm.  ct.   4, 

Amrndt.  oei  ;  9l.  18,1013 
Parliament — Adjoamment,  1T6 
I'oat   Offloa  —  Mail*  to  the  Weatem  I*Und*, 

1369 
Pnblie  Worka  Loaoi,  Comm.  add.  el.  083 
Stationerj  Ofllce  —  Contraot*  for  GoTarnmant 

Printing.  319,  618 
Snpplf — CommiBBioneTa  of  National  Edaoation 
in  Ireland,  146 
Priaoni,  Ireland,  3TT 

Temporary  Conmiaalon*  and  Commiltoei, 
Ao.  ITS 


HouAND,  Mr.  J.  B.,  Brighlm 

Houaing  of  the  Working  Claaae*  (England), 
3K.  160«;Co[nm.d.  3,Am«ndt.  1766, 1T70, 
1196;  cl.  *,  Amendt.  1830;  d.S,  1833 

Hounts,  Bight  Hon.  H.  (Attorney 
General  for  Ireland),  Dt^lin  Unt- 
vtrtity 

Countj  OIBoar*  and  Coart*  (Ireland]  (Pen. 
*ioDB),  Gomm.  add.  el.  ISll,  1617.  1631, 
1633 

Educational  Endovmenta  (Ireland),  3R.  18S6  ; 
Comm.  18S3:  cl.  1,  Amendt.  ib.,  1896; 
et.  3,  Amendt.  ib.;  el.  1,  1(197:  «!.  6. 
Amendt.  1900,  1001 ;  el.  0,  Amendt.  ib.  ,- 
et.  7,  Amendt.  1903;  <;{.  8,  it.  f  cl.  9, 
Amendt.  H. ;  cl.  10,  Amendt.  1BD3  ;  cl.  13, 
ib.,  1901;  cl.  IS,  Amendt.  ib.;  d.  16, 
Amendt.  ib. :  el  16,  1906  ;  cl.  17,  Amendt. 
1900 ;  el.  18.  Amendt.  1907  :  et.  33.Amendt. 
ib.:  cl.  33,  Amendt.  ib.;  el.  31,  I'A. ;  cl.  31, 
Amendt.  inoS;  cl.  2T,  Amendt.  «.;  el.  BS, 
Amende  ib.;  el.  31,  Ameudt.  ib.  i  el.  88, 

[eoMt. 


Houiis,  Rigbt  Hod.  B.—eoiU. 

Amendt.  190B ;  el.  39,  Amendt.  ib. ;  d.  40, 
Amendt.  ib.,  1911);  add.  el.  >S.  1911,  1919  ; 
Preamble,  Amendt.  ib.,  1913 
Ireland — Qooition* 

Amar*  of  Rent  Aot,  1S83— Caae  of  Hr. 
Templemac,    Agent  to  Hr.  S.  C.  Arm- 
ttrong,  836 
Parliamentary  Eleoliona— Co.  Down  Elec- 
tion—Ballot  Act,  SIS,  613 
Poor    Lav    Guardiaoa — Lord*    Amendta., 

1063,  1161 

Regiatratlon  of  Voter*   Aot  —  Additiooml 

Reiiaing  Barriater*.  1872  ;— Clerk  of  tba 

Peaoe,  Sligo  Co.,  1606;— Co.   ADtrim, 

839 

Laboareri  (Ireland)  (No.  3),  Comm.  el.  3,  9S4, 

98fi  ;  cl.  1.  987,  989,  990 ;  el.  8,  903,  9*1, 

sea  1  tl.  13,  997,  998,  1001,  lOOS;  el.  13, 

1003 ;  cl.  11,  1004  ;  tl.  16,  lOOS,  1006, 100T, 

IOOS:cI.  16,1010  :cl.  18,  1011,  1013,  1613; 

add.  d.  1016,  1017,  1031,  1033,  1033.  1034. 

1036  ;  Cooaid.  cl.  13,  11S3  ;  culd.  eL  1191; 

Lord*  Amendt*.  Conaid.  1890,  1891,  ISBt 

Land  Purehaae  [Ireland),  3R.  1113;  Comm, 

Motion  for  Adjonrnment,  1633  ;  el.  3,  1B4S, 

leil,  1660;  cl.  3,   1668,  1666,  1666:  d.  6, 

1676,  I67T;  cl.  6,  1678;  el.  7,  1679;  d.S. 

1081,  1683,  less,  ISSl;  cl.  9,  ib.,  1685; 

<I.  13,  1687,  1688  ;  cl.  16,  ib. ;  et.  IT,  1693, 

1S91;  cl.  33,  10B6;  add.  el.   160S,   1699, 

1700,   1701.  1703.  1701;  Conild.  add.  ct, 

ISIO  ;  Amendt.  1816, 1810  ;  d.  8,  Amendt. 

1819 ;  d.  6,  Amende.  1S60 ;  cl.  S,   Amendt. 

1861;   cl.   9,  Amendt.  ib. ;    el.  IS,   ISSI ; 

cl.  IS,  Amendt.  1893;  el.  11,  Amendt.  1864; 

el.  18,  Amendt.  ib.;    cl.  31,  Ameodt  H.; 

el.  35,  Amendt.  ib. ;  el.  SO,  AmendL  ib.. 

Parliament — Baiinaaa  ol  tba  Honia,  64S 

Parliamentary  Eleotioo*  (Retoming  OOean), 

Comm.  add.  d.  100,  197 
Poor  Law  Unions'  Offloer*  (Treluid),  Lords 

Amandt*.  Conaid.  1913 
Registration  Appeal*  (Iraland),  Comm.  ISS3 

HouE,    Lieutenftnt>Oolonel '  D.  Uilne, 
Btnoiek-on-  Tieaed 
Army   Ednaation  —  Staff  CoHog*  —  OrienUI 
Laafnages,  03 

HouE  Dbpabtuent — Secretary  of  State 
(«M  Cboss,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  B. 
AssHBTon) 

Home  DBpARXHKifT— Under  Senretary  of 
State  (««  WoBTUtr,  Mr.  0.  B. 
Sthakt-) 

HoPTOOD,  Mr.  C.  H.,  Sfceiporl 
Criminal  Law  Amendment,  Gomm.  AmendL 
S76,  690 ;  el.  3,  693,  601 ,  613,  018 ;  Ameodk 
030,  631  :  Motion  for  reporting  Pn^resa, 
633  ;  el.  3,  Amendt.  633,  634,  637,  639,  688, 
693,  093,  098.  706,  710,  716  ;  el.  1,  i4..  710, 
720,  733,  T6U,  76B,  701 ;  d.  6,  Amendt.  766, 
76T,  773,  776,  777.783;  cl.  6.  786,  701; 
el.  13,  Amendt.  796,  707,  805  ;  add.  d.  866, 
866,  B71,  9U7.  909.  013,  916;  Conaid. 
add.  cl.  1398,  1398,  1100  ;  ei.  1,  AoMftdt. 
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norwoon,  Hr.  C.  U.—tonl. 

Uei  ;    el.  3,   1168;  el.  i,  IITS;  Amandt. 

1474,   UT9:   tl.  5,  1480,  1461;    Amaodt. 

1483,  1484, 14Sa;  ej.e,  1488  ;  c).  10,  ISOS  ; 

el.  14,  Amendt.  1S08 
Futorj  Act*  (ExtsDiioo  to  Sbopa),  S31 
Iloasing  of  tba  Working   Cliuci   (EnglaDd), 

2R.  1031 ;  Comm.  I7S5  :  d.  3, 1771,  1784  ; 

cl.  e,  1823;  el.  18,  I8» 
Law  ind  Ju(tioa(EatEt*nd*iidWslai)— ReteMe 

of Briggi,  ■  Canrict,  840 

Law  and   Folioe— Biiia    Armilronit,  a  Child 

Duller  14  Year*,  t73v 
PrsTantion   of  Crimei    Amendment,    Comm. 

Motion  for  AdjonromeDt,  311 

HotroHToir,  Lord 

Soottiih  and  Iriih  Poengei,  Bill  withdrawn, 
813 

Soutinff  oftht  Woriing  Clatut  {Styhnd) 
Bill 
daettlon,  Mr.  Gray;  AD*oert,  The  Preaidant 
of  tbe  Local  GoTornment  Board  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Bmlfoor),  Tba  Seoratar;  of  Suta  for  tbe 
Uoma  Department  (Sir  R.  Aaaheton  Crou) 
July  30,  SS3  :  Queition,  Mr.  Seiton  ;  An- 
■«er.  The  Seoretarj  of  Suio  lor  Ihe  Homo 
Department  (Sir  R.  Ataheton  Croaa)  Ju/y  31, 
879;  4aa>tiona,  Mr.  Courtoef  ;  Anawen, 
The  Chancallor  of  tbe  Eioheqaar  ;  ObeerTa- 
tiona,  Mr.  Broadhont,  The  SeorelaTj  of 
State  for  tbe  Home  Department  (Sir  R. 
AaabatoD  Crou)  Aug  3,  840;  <tnaatlon*, 
Mr.  Graj,  Mr.  Broadburat ;  Anawen,  Tbe 
Chinoellor  of  tbe  Eiob«{uer,  The  SecrelarT 
.  of  Stile  for  the  Uome  Department  (Sir  K. 
Aaiheton  Crou)  Any  4, 1063  :  Queation,  Sir 
Charles  W.  Dilka  ;  Anawer,  The  Chanoelior 
oi  Ihe  eioheqner  Aug  T,  ISOS 

Honnng  of  the  Workiiig  Claam  (Eog- 
laiid)Bm    [B.L.] 

{Sir  S.  AuhttoH  Crtut) 

e.  Moved,  "That  (be  Bill  ba  now  read  3*" 
^u^lO,  1989 
Amendt.  to  leave  oat  from  "  That,"  add  "  it  ia 
inexpedient  at  thia  ilage  of  tbe  Seaaion  to 
initiate  legislation  intolring  the  prineiple  oI 
a  Naiiooal  anbaldjr  toward*  aiding  anj  loos. 
litj  in  profiding  dweltion  for  the  working 
elan  In  anoh  tooalit]'  "  (Mr.  LytUph  SlaiUeg) 
(I.  ;  QneatioQ  propoaed,  "  That  tbe  words, 
Ac.;"  after  debate,  Queation  put,  and 
agreed  to ;  main  Qoestion  pnl,  and  agreed 
to;  Bill  read  3°  [Bill  318] 

Order  for  Committee  read ;  Uored,  "  Tbat 
Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leare  tbe  Chair" 
Aug  11, 1740  :  after  debate,  Queation  pot ; 
A.  fiS,  N.  0  ;  M.  03  (D.  L.  283)  ;  Committee; 

ConNdered  Aug  13,  ISSS:  after  abort  debate, 
Queen'a  Conaent  aigoifled  ;  Bdl  read  3° 

Sooting  of  tht  Working  Clatiu — SiUt  of 
the  Metropolitan  iVMoxf 
QD«ition«,  Mr.  Shaw  Leferre,  Mr.  Courtoe]'  ; 
Anawan.  The  Cbanoallor  of  the  Exchequer 
Jaly  37, 03 


Hubbard,  Bight  Hon.  J.  O.,  London 
Criminal  Law  Amendment,  Conin.  el.  4,  T4T  ; 

el.  5,  n* 
Honaing  of  the  Workiog  ClaitN  (England), 

Comm.  1717 
Und  Funihaaa  (Ireland),  1453 
Snpplf,  Report,  Re*.  3,  348 
Telegraph  Aoti  Amendment,  Comm.  Wli 

Iddbbleioh,  Earl  of  (First  Lord  of  tbe 
Traaaury) 
Cuatom*  Department— Colleetort  ofCnatoma, 

Depreaaion  of  Trade  and  Induatrj.  Ro^al  Com< 
miaaioD  on  the — Canalitnlioa  of  tbe  Com- 
mlasian,  leSI.  1S44,  IS46 ;— Perwinal  Ex- 
planation, 1808 

Licaratnre,  Soienoa,  and  Art — National  Gal- 
lery— E«ening  Opening,  1719 

Medieal  Relief  Dieqaaliflcation  RemoTal,  33 

Parliament— Palace  of  Weatminitar— Honaa  of 
Lordi  —  Freaeoe*  in  the  Peer*'  Etobing 
Room,  10 

Pobtio  OAoaa  Site  Aot,  1B32,  1T17 

Publio  Offioea,  The  New— .DMign*  fbr  New 
War  Oeice  and  Admiraltj,  I0S3 

Telegraph  Aoti  Ameadmeot,  3R.  1037 

Illinoworth,  Ur.  A.,  Bradford 

Supplx— CommlMionertofNaUonalEdneation, 
Ireland,  334 

Imcb,  Ur.  H.  B.,  SatUngi 

Criminal    Law   Amendment,   Comm.  aid.  tl. 

1604,  1873;  Cooaid.  el.  4,  Amendt.  1481 
tligh  Conrt  of  Juatioe— Report  of  Committee 

of  Inqairj,  1002 
Housing  oC  the  Working  Claaaei  (England), 

Comm.  cl.  13,1833 
Laboorera  (Ireland)  (No.  3),  Comm.  tl.  4,  991 

Ikdu         {MituUaneoiu  Qutitiont) 

Uadrat  Prendeney— Revolt  of  Taleott,  4o"i* 
tioD,  Mr.  Biggar  ;  AoaweF,Tbe  Seoretarj  of 
State  for  India  (Lord  Randolph  ChnrobiU} 
Julg  37.  Cl 

The  Indian  Civil  Serviee~Ageof  Caniidalei, 
Queation.     Mr.    Thorold     Hogara ;  Aoawer, 
The  Seeretarr  of  Suta  for  India  (Lord  Ran- 
dolph Churebili)  July  30, 018 
Railaiajfl  (India) 

Indian  Midland  Railicai/,  Qnaation,  Sir  George 
Campbell :  Anawer,  The  Seeretarf  of  State 
for  India  ( Laid  Randolph  Chnrchlll)  July  30, 
007 

The  Candahar  atid  Qtielta  Bailteay,  Qtiestinni, 
Sir  llanrf  Tfler,  Hr.  Bnohanaa  ;  Anawen, 
The  Seoretar;  of  State  for  India  (Lord  Ran- 
dolph Churohill]  /xly  30,  033 

India — Eaet  India  (Sevtniu  Aeeounti) — 
7K#  Annual  Finaneial  Stalotntnt 

Question,  Sir  Robert  Fowler  :  Anawen,  Ths 
Seeretirj  of  Sule  for  India  (Lord  Randolph 
Chnrohill),  The  Chancellor  of  tb'  k'-iche- 
quer  July  30,  030;  Quealioa,  (Mr.  Arthur 
George  Baironr:  Anawer,  Tbe  Secretarj  for 
Slate  fbr  India  (Lord  lUndoku^  12,  1671 


July  31,  078 


[coat. 


{  INDEX  J 


Imtia—Eait  Indiit  (Rtrfxim  Aeciwili)  ~  Tlit 
Aanual  Financial  StattmeM—oaai. 
OrderaiJ,  That  the  leTentl  Account!  anil  Papere 
which  hf>«s  been  prraenled  to  ths  Uaun  in 
this  Seuion  of  ParliamDnt.  relating  Co  the 
Revenue*  of  Indis,  be  referred  to  Lha  eonii- 
deration  of  n  Committee  of  iha  wliole  Iloaie  " 
AwiS 

RsaolTod,  That  thia  Bouiia  will,  npen  Thari- 
daj,  reaolvo  itatlf  into  Iha  aaid  Cammittes 
Conaidercd  in  ComniiLlaa  Aug  S,  12S6 
Meied,  "  That  it  appean,  bj  the  Aceoanta 
laid  before  thii  Uouae,  that  tha  loUl  Re- 
Tanue  of  India  for  the  Tear  ending  the 
Slatdaj  of  Manih  1881  oa*  £71.727.431, 
including  Xi3,Zin,E07  reoeired  frotn  Pro- 
dnoCire  Public  Worka  :  tbat  the  Total  Eipen- 
dtture  in  India  and  in  Engl&nd  vaa 
£Ta,33»,SSa,  including  £12.033,751  apent 
on  Prodacti'o  Pnblio  Work*  [IteTeaue  Ac- 
oounE):  that  there  woj  an  eioaaa  of  Rereaua 
orer  Eipanditurein  that  TC'rof  £1,3S7,1Q6  ; 
and  thnC  the  Capital  Expenditure  on  HrO' 
duetire  Pnblio  Work*  in  tha  aame  fear  wa* 
£3,e02,03fl,  iDOluding  a  Charge  of  £536,20] 

ing  liabiliLiea  "  {lard  Randolph  Churchill) ; 
afterlong  debate,  Queationput,  and  agreed  to 
Reaolulion  reported  Aug  1 

India — Secretary  of  8  tate  (««  Chdbch  ill, 
Kigbt  Hon.  Lord  R.  H.  S.) 

Infants  BiU  [a.t.]         (Mr.  Bry«} 

e.  Mooed,    "That  tha   Bill    be  now  read  V" 

Avg  3,  1035  ;  MoTed,  "  That  the  Debate  be 

now  adjourned"   (Mr,   On<W) ;    Qnetliun 

put ;  A.  17,  N.  Si  :  M.  37  (D.  L.  309) 

Original   Queelion   put,  and  agreed  to  :  Bill 

read  3°  [Bill  1G7] 

Committee  dofiarred  Aug  11, 18AB 

IrELArd        ( Mi»a»llan«oiu  QiuilioHt) 

Co»rt  of  Bankrupts — Copying  CUrkt,  Quoa- 
tioD,  Mr.  Findlater ;  Anawer,  The  Secretary 
to  the  Treasur;  (Sir  Henrr  Holland)  My  5li, 
Gil 

Depreiiioii  of  Trade— A  Royal  Commiiiion, 
Q,ucstion,  Mr.  Sejiton  ;  Anawr,  The  Chan- 
cL'llor  of  ihe  Exchequer  July  27,  66 

Jadutlriet — A  Regal  Commiition,  Mutation, 
Mr,  Sexton  ;  Answer,  The  Chnnoellor  of  Iho 
ISlchequcr  ^Wy  31,  377 

Ltical   Gwernmcnt  Hoard — The  Cterh  h 
Bangor  Tmca  Cemmiuianeri,  Qucation, 
liiggar :  Answer,  The    Chief  Secrclnrj  lor 
IrtUnd  (Sir  W.  ilart  Djkc]  Aug  1.  1030 

Partiamenlani  Kleetioni — The  Coiinly  Daam 
Election—the  Ballot  Act.  Questiona,  Mr. 
I.abonchere,  Mr.  Graf ;  Aniwira,  1'he  At- 
toraaj  General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Ilotmes], 
Tha  Seoretarj  of  Slntc  for  the  Homo  De- 
partment (Sir  R.  Aaobeton  Croat)  July  30, 
513 

Pf^Ai  Meeting*— Th4   Meeting  at  Dromne, 

ib  ■  -r^'"*  "f Oifen,  QueaCioD,  Mr. 

.i;     ;,iej;    Anawer,  Tbe  Chief  Smmtarr 
Anicndt:  "*  (Si'  "-  ^'"^  D,ke)  Aug  10, 


Pttblie  Workt—Deduttiom  from  Rtad  Con- 
traelori'  Aceounli — Mr.  F.  Korrit,  Sfirt- 
(dry  to  Grand  Jury,  Co.  Clare,  Qoealion, 
Mr.  O'Brien  ;  Anawer,  The  Chief  Seerelai? 
for  Ireland  (Sir  W.  Hart  Dyke)  Aitg  1, 
1017 

Begittry  of  Dtedt  (Irfland)  Act,  1883,  Qoea- 
lion, Mr.  Findlaler  ;  Anawer,  The'SecnitarT 
to  the  Treaaarj  (Sir  Ueur;  Holland)  Aug  S, 
S18 

Rigiitry  of  Deedi  Ofice.  Dublin,  QaertioD, 
Colonel  King-Harman  ;  Answer,  The  Se- 
oretarr  to  tha  Treaaur}  (Sir  Honr}  Ilolland) 
July  37,  60 

Rilitfof  Biilreii  llrelandi  Act.  1880—LotHt 
—  Co.  Donegal,  Queationi,  Mr.  O'Brien  i 
Ant  vera,  The  Seoretarj  to  the  Treaiurr 
(Sir  Henrj  Holland)  .iug  3.  830 

Science  and  Art  Department,  Queation,  Ur. 
Sexton:  Anawer,  The  Chief  Sifcretarj  for 
Ireland  (Sir  ff.  lUrt  Drke)  Aug  10,  I5T3 

Seed  Supply  [Irtlandi  Act — yon-Faymni  of 
Ihe  Seed  Rale,  Question,  Ur.  Jnatia 
M'Cartbr;  Anawer,  The  Chief  Searetar; 
for  Ireland  (Sir  W.  Hart  Djka)  July  3],  6T> 

The  Coailguard—  The  Diviiional  O^cer  at 
Dundalk.  QuealioD,  Mr.  O'Brien;  Answer, 
The  Piri>t  Lsrd  of  the  Admiraltj  (Lord 
George  llniBilton)  July  30,  633 

The  Jriih  Adfaimilration—Mr.  E.  G.  JtiJci»> 
ton.  Question,  Mr.  Sexton:  Answer,  Tbn 
Chief  SeareUry  for  Ireland  (Sir  W.  Hart 
Dyke)  Aug  i,  1038 

Tkt  Royal  Onivertitg  of  Ireland — SiBoaitaa- 
ftonf,  Queation,  Hr.  Juatin  M'Carthy  ;  An- 
awar.  Tha  Chief  SacreUry  for  Ireland  (Sir 
W.  IbrE  Dyka)  Jab/  38,  241 

Tramaayt  and  Publie  Companiet  [Ireland) 
Jcf.  1B83,  Queation,  Mr,  Bi|rgar  :  Anawer, 
The  Chief  Searatary  for  IreUnd  (Sir  W. 
Hart  Dyke)  Jidy  30,  60» 

Raadi  and  Bridgei  (/raiowf) 
The    Tour  Slate   Quarriet— Bridge  over   tk4 
River  Suir,  Qnastiop,  Mr.  Marum  ;  Answer. 
The  Chief  Secretary   for    Ireland    (Sir  W. 
Hart  Dyka)  July  37,  55 

Fiiheriei  (Ireland) 
Fiihery  La\iii—TAe  River  Shic— Com  ef 

O'Shea  and  ethert.  Question,  Mr.  R.  Power  ; 

AnawiY,  The  Chief  Secretary   for  Iralaod 

(SirW.  Hart  Dyke)  Jw/y  37,  S3 
The  Foyle  and  the  Bonn.  Hattst'ian.  Mr.  Biggar; 

Anawer,   The  Chief  Secretary  for   Ireland 

(Sir  W.  llnrt  Dyka)  Aiig  6,  1371 
The  River  Shannon— The  Limerick  Board  of 

Coiuercatori,     Queations,      Colonel      King  - 

llarman.  Mr.  Sexton  :  Anawera.  The  Chief 

Secretary  for  Ireland   (Sir  W.  Hart  Dyke) 

July  37,  46 

Lunatic  Aiylumi  (Ireland) 
Appoinlmenti  of  Medical  Offieert,  Qoaation,  Ur. 
Biggar :  Answer,    The    Chief  SecreUry  to 
Ireland  (Sir  W.  Hart  Dyke)  July  37,  15 
Lunatict — Armagh  Lunatic  Atylum,  Quealion, 
Mr.  Bigfar;  Answer,  The  Chief  Seoretary 
for  Iroland  (Sir  W.  Hart  Dyke]  Aitg  S,  ISTI) 
[e<mt. 
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IstLuiD— nmi. 
Natienal  EAuaUon  (Irtland) 

Board  vf  Jntermtdiale  EdtKatian—Examitia- 
tioni,  Qasitian,  Mr.  Seiton ;  Anawer,  Tbe 
Cbisf  Seoratai?  for  Ireliiid  (Sir  W.  Hart 
Dfkg)  Jtily  37,  S9  ;  —  Examinalioa  of 
Oirlt,  QuviCion.  Mr,  Jamei  Stuart :  An- 
swer, Ths  CKiof  SecretU7  for  Ireland  (Sir 
W.  Uart  Djrke)  Julu  30,  fiSO 

Board  of  National  Education — Sxlra  Inttntc- 
li'on,  QueatloD,  Mr.  S«iton  :  Anxiar,  Tho 
Cbief  Secrelsrr  for  Ireland  (Sir  W.  Hart 
Djka)  /Wy  37,  68 

Committiontrt  of  NatioHal  Edacation— Erec- 
tion of  N4UI  SehooU—Buildiag  ifateriati, 
QueatlOn,  Mr.  O'Brien  ;  Anrnrer,  The  Chief 
Seeretarr  fur  Ireland  (Sir  W..  Hart  Djks) 
Avg  10,  IffTU  ■.—SaHonal  School  Teaehtrt 
— C<ue  of  Mr.  Andnw  Dtvilt,  PorrtUborongh. 
l^iMBtioD,  Mr.  Setton  ;  Anawer,  The  Chief 
SecreUrr  for  Irsland  (Sir  W.  Hart  D;ke) 
Avg  11.  IT33: — Attitlaat  T«iKAn-i,  Que*- 
tiOD.  Hr.  Komj  :  Anaosr,  The  Cbanoellor 
of  lbs  Exchequer  Aug  3,  B34 

BthKation  Ogtat—TIm  Jnipeclion  Staff,  Quea. 
tiona,  Mr.  Seiton,  Mr.  Biggar  ;  Anemra, 
Tbe  Cbief  Seeretarr  for  Ireland(Sir  W.  Hart 
Drke)  Aug  11,  1723 

Induitrial  Sehaol  tU  Baltaghadmreen,  Co.  Mayo, 
Question,  Mr.  Seitoa ;  Anawsr,  The  Chief 
Seoretarj  for  Ireland  (Sir  W,  Hart  Djrke) 
Aug  T,  1451 

The  Model  School.  Kiltmny,  Qaeatioa,  Mr. 
Maram  ;  Anawer,  Tbe  Cbief  Seoretarf  for 
IrslaDd  (Sir  W.  Uart  Dyke)  A«g  3,  841 

Thf  Schoolmatltr  of  Blraruigomit  National 
School.  Co.  Tyrone,  Queation,  Mr.  Maeart- 
nef ;  Answer,  The  Cbief  Secretar*  for  Ire- 
bnd  (Sir  W.  Hart  Djka)  July  30,  fi04 

Poor  Lam  {Irelandf 

Bantry  Onion,  QuetUon,  Mr.  Deai;  ;  Answer, 
Tbe  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  W. 
IlartDfke)  JufySS.  316 

Btlfatt  Union  Workhoiut— Charge  of  Drank- 
eattttt  agaitut  the  Sthoolm/uter$,  Q.ue>tionB, 
Mr.  Biggar;  Answrra,  Tho  Cbief  SeorBtarj 
for  Ireland  (Sir  W.  Uart  Djke)  Aug  7,  IISO  ; 
Ju^  11. 1724 

donet  Uaton  Workhouie  —  Mr.  Wiggint. 
Matter  of  tlu.  Question,  Mr.  Ssiton  ;  An- 
swer, Tbe  Chief  SecreUry  for  Ireland  (Sir 
W.  Uart  D;ke).du?  11, 1724 

Coolehill  Onion— Mr.  Graham,  Cltrk  to  the 
Board  of  Guardiant,  Question,  Mr.  Biggar  ; 
Answer,  The  Chief  Beeretarj  for  Ireland 
(Sir  W.  Hart  Djke)  July  31,  47 

Lurgom  Union— Dr.  John  Scott.  Medital  Offi- 
tor,  Queslione,  Mr.  Biggar;  Answers,  The 
Chief  Seeretarj  for  Ireiand  (Sir  W.  Hart 
Djke)  JH^4,  10371  Aug  II,  1720 

Oalway  aad  Arran  Iilaad  Ditptntartet,  Ques- 
tion. Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor;  Answer,  Tho 
Chief  Seoretiirj  for  Ireland  (Sir  W.  Hart 
Djke)7«iy30,  eiB 

Pott  Ogite  ilrtUmd) 

A  Rural  Leitrr  Carrier,  Co.  Cavan,  Queation, 
Mr.     Biggar ;     Anawer,     Tbe    Postmaeter 
Geoentl  (Lord  Jehu  Manners)  Aug  6,  I2sa 
[«Ml. 


XttLiHD— Poet  Offiet—eDttt. 

Sunday  Mail  U  Aohilt  Itland,  Qnaation,  Mr. 
Biggar  ;  Answer,  Tbe  Postmatler  General 
(Lord  Jobn  Manners)  Aug  3,  831 

Tampering  with  Letttr;  Question,  Mr.  Callan  ; 
Anawer,  The  Postmaster  General (LonlJ aha 
Manners)  Aug  i,  1041 

Sortert  in  Irith  Mail  Traint,  Questions,  Mr. 
Harrington,  Mr.  O'Brien;  Answore,  The 
Postmaster  General  (Lord  John  Manners) 
Aug  3,  633 

Tht  Duilin  Sorting  Ofiei,  Question,  Ur. 
Sexton  :  Answer,  Ths  Postmaster  General 
(Lord  John  Manners)  July  28,  247 

Tho  Neui  Foil  O^e  at  Uullingar,  Question, 
Mr.  T.  D.  Sullivan  ;  Answer,  The  Seoretarf 
to  the  Treaaurj  (Sir  Henrr  Holland)  Aug  13, 
1871 
Inland  ywigation  and  Drainage  (Ireland) 

Flood*  in  Co.  Clare.  Question,  The  O'Corman 
Mahon  ;  Answer,  Tho  Soorotarj  to  the  Trea- 
lurf  [Sir  llsnr;  Holland)  .iu;  T,  I4E6 

The  kitkee  iJniina^e.  Question,  Tho  O'Cormaa 
Mataon:  Answer,  The  Seoretarji  to  tbe  TrM- 
lurf  (Sir  Uenrr  Holland)  Aug  4,  1043 

Fithery  Piert  and  Barboart  {Ireland) 
'  Oreyttonei  Harbour.  Question,  Mr.  O'Brien  ; 
Answer,  Tbe  SeoreUry  to  tho  Treasury  (Sir 
Henry  Holland)  Aug  11,  1733 
Sligo  Barbour  Cammitiioaert  —  Charget  for 
Mooring — Loan  for  Improtementi.  Question, 
Mr.  Seiton  ;  Answer,  Tbe  Seoretarj  to  the 
Treaaurj  (Sir  Henry  Holland) -<u?  3,  830 

Fieri  and  Earhouri  ( Ireland) 
Eingitoim     Pier,     Question,    Mr.    Maurice 
Brooks :    Answer,    Tbe   Secretary   to    the 
Treasury  (Sir  Henry  Holland)  Aug  3,  810 

Laid  and  Jutiice  ( Ireland) 

Mr.  F.  Falkiner,  Q.  C.  Recorder  of  Dublin, 
Question,  Mr.  Soiton  ;  Answer,  Ths  Chief 
Seoretary  for  IreUnd  (Sir  W.  Uart  Dyke) 
Aug  3,  839 

Pttly  Seiiioni  CUrk,  Mullaghroe  Felly  Set- 
none  Diitriet,  Co.  Sligo,  Question,  Mr. 
Seiton;  Answer.  Tbe  Chief  Secretary  for 
IrdanJ  (Sir  tf.  Hart  Djke)  Ata  i.  1087 

The  Bailiff  to  the  Sheriff  of  MtatK  Co.,  Ques- 
liOD,  Mr.  Biggar  ;  Answer,  The  Chiel  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  (Sip  W.  Hart  »/ko)  Aug  10, 
1667 

The  Court  of  Bankrupted,  Dublin,  Question, 
Mr.  Findlater;  Answer,  The  Seoretary  to 
the  Treasury  [Sir  Henry  Holland)  July  37, 
6t 

Tlie  Court  of  Qu«n'«  Beach  {Finei  and  Penal- 
till  Opie)—Mr.  0-Hnea,  Af.P.,  Question >, 
Mr.  M'Coan  ;  Answers,  The  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  (Sir  W.  Han  Dyke),  Mr.  Speaker 
Aug  3,  833 

The  Earl  of  Belfait,  Clerk  of  ll,e  Peace,  Co. 
,4nfrim,Qucslion,Mr.SextoD  ;  Answer,  The 
Cbief  SeoreUry  for  Irelnod  (Sir  W.  Hart 
Dyke)  July  37,  63 

The  Magistracy  {Ireland) 
Mr.  Ram  Tfti'U,  J. P.,  Question,  Mr.  Arthur 
O'Connor  ;  Answer.  The  Chief  Seoretary  fur 
Ireland  (Sir  W.  Hart  Dyke)  Aug  13,  IBTl 
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Ibeumd—  eont. 
Law  and  Paliu  {Ireland) 

Cork  Cminly  Polut,  QneitioDi,  Mr.  Btggar, 
Mr.  Ssnton  ;  Anlwer»,  The  Chief  SecreUry 
for  IralftDd  (Sir  W.  Ilsrt  D^k*)  AJV3I.  6BT 

Dftenlim  a/  Intexicattd  Penon*,  QuMtloD, 
Mr.  SMton  ;  Aniwer,  The  Chisf  SecreUrj 
for  Ireland  (Sir  W.  H.rt  Djkc)  Aup  11. 1735 

FiiKl  far  Datigeroui  XJti  of  Firemerii  at  Bat- 
Unrobt.  Qnention,  Mr.  Sexton  ;  ATiaiier, 
The  Chief  SaoreWrj  for  IfBUnd  (Sir  W. 
IlartDjke)  Aug  lU,  15T1 

JlUgal  Fiihing  in  Kildare — Iruamtary  Boutti 
at  Kill,  Q,amt\im,  Mr.  0' Brian  ;  Anairer, 
The  Chief  SsoreUrr  for  Inland  (Sir  W.  Hart 
Dyk«)Augi,  1018 

Tht  RiM  in  Co.  Managhan,  Qaettiona.  Mr. 
Healf  ;  Auiweri,  The  Chief  Seoratar;  for 
Ireland  (Sir  W.  Hart  Dfke)  Aug  II,  1740  ; 
Aug  12,  1B7I 

WaUrJQti  Fret  Ford,  QuoMion,  Mr.  P.  J. 
Pooer  ;  ADiwer,  The  Chief  SeoreUrr  for 
Ireland  (Sir  W.  Uart  D^ke)  Aug  3,  826 

Royal  Iriih  Conttabuiary 

Appointment  of  Medical  Ofiteri,  Qneition,  Mr. 
T.  D.  Sulliian  ;  An.-er.  The  Chief  Secre- 
Mr;  for  Ireland  (Sir  W.  Hart  Djka)  Jutg  37, 
07 

Egtra  Poliet  ai  Ouietdore,  Co.  Donegal,  Qan- 
llon.  Mr.  Sexton  ;  Answer,  The  ObiefSecre- 
torj  for  Ireland  (Sir  W,  Uart  Djke)  July  27, 
*7 

Extro,  Poliet,  Limerick,  Qaeation,  Mr.  Lewia ; 
Aniwer,  The  Chief  SegreUr;  for  Inland 
(Sir  W.  Hart  D.'ke)  Augt,  1377 

Extra  Police  at  Portadirvin,  QuMtions,  Mr. 
Maonrtnej  ;  Anaxeri,  The  Chief  SeoretJirj 
for  Ireland  (Sir  W.  Uart  U}U)  Jaly  30, 
e09 

Extra  Police  and  But  at  Liedmnvarna,  Co. 
Clare,  Queition,  Mr.  Kenny ;  Anmcr,  The 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  W.  Hart 
Djke]  July  SO.  608 

Pensioner!,  Qu^ition,  Mr.  O'Brien;  Aniwer, 
~'  I   Chirf  Seoretarj   for   Ireland  (Srr  W. 


niwar,  Ttie  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  (Sir  W.  Hart  Djke)  Am,  i, 
104S 

Protection  Foil  at  Bandnff.  Co.  Leitrim, 
Questioa,  Mr.  Sexton  ;  Aniwer.  The  Chief 
Secretary  for  Irelnnd  (Sir  W.  Hart  Dyke) 
Aiif  t,  1038 

PuTiuit  of  Poachert,   Queition,  Mr.  Bi[ 
Ananer,    The    Chief   Secretary  for   Ireland 
(Sir  W.  Hart  Dyke)  Aug  11,  1721 

BegitlTolian  of  Voteri  {Ireland)  Act 
Ainitant  Beviliny  Barriileri,  Queilion.  Ur. 
O'Brien  ;  Aniwer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Sir  W,  Hart  Dyke)  Aug  7.  H67  ; 
Question!,  Mr.  O'Brien,  Mr.  llealy  ;  An- 
Bveri,  'I'be  Chief  Seorelary  for  Ireland  (Si 
W.  Hart  Dyke)  Aug  11.  1730;  Queaiio 
Mr.  Healy  ;  Aniwer,  The  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  [Mr.  Holmei)  Jug  12,  1872 
Co.  Antrim,  Queitioni,  Mr.  Seaion  ;  Anweri, 
The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  W, 
Hart  Dyke),  The  Attorney  General  for  In- 
land (Mr.  Holmei)  Aug  3, 837 


Irilind — Begiitralion  of  Voters  Act— eont 
Btuitien   Courtt,   Co.   Cavan,   Qaeation,   Hr. 
Bifigar ;  Aniwer,  The  Chief  Seoretary   for 
Ireland  (Sir  W.  Hart  Dyke)  .iu^  B,  1270: 
—  Tyrone  and  Donegal,  Quaatioe,  Mr.  Sex- 
ton; Aniwer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land (Sir  v.  Hart  Dyke),  1273 
Revision     Seiiiont  —  Kilmaxthfmat    Union, 
Queition,  Mr.  P.  J.  Power  ;  Answer,  The 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  W.  Hart 
Dyke)  Aug  3.  829 
Supplemental  Lists,    Armagh    Co. — Printing 
the  Lists.  Q,uiitl\oa.  Mr.  O'Brien;  Answer. 
The  Chief  SeoreUry  for  Ireland   (Sir   W. 
Uart  Dyke)  July  27.  59  ;  Queitioni,   Mr. 
O'Brien  ;  Aniwen,  The  C hief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Sir  W.  Hart  Dyke)  Aug  3,  837 
Publieation  of  Lists  of  Votert— berry,  Qnei- 
tion,  Mr-  O'Brien  ;  Aniwer.  The  Chief  S*. 
ereUry   for    Ireland    (Sir    W.    Uart    Dyke) 
Aug  3,  812 
Pu^eatvm   of  LiiU    of    Voters    in    North 
^nfn'm,    Qaestion,    Mr.    SaXtOD ;    Aniwer, 
The   Chief  Secretary   for  Ireland  (Sir  W. 
Uart  Dyke)  Aug  t,  1065 
Publicaiion  of  Lists,  Slige  Co..  QueiUon.  Mr. 
Sexton :  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for 
Irelnnd  (Sir  W-  Hart  Dyke)  Aug  6,  1373 
The  Clerk  of  the  Peaee,  Sligo  Co..  Qnestion, 
Mr.  Sextan :  Aniwer,  The  Attorney  Gene- 
ral for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes)  Aug  10, 1SS5 
fSee  titles  Arrears  of  Rent  (Ireland)  Aet, 
1883 
„        Land  Law(lr»land)  Aet,  1881 
— Irish  Land  tUinmiseit*] 

James,  Bislit  Hon.  Sir  H.,  Taunlon 
Criminal  Law  Amendment,  Comm.  el.  3,  902, 
505  ;  Amendt.  601  ;  el.  3,  703,  TOS ;  tl.  1, 
•US,  757  ;  el.  5,  770  :  add.  tl.  887,  880,  S09. 
BIO.  911,  ei3,  010  :  Consid.  add.  el.  1308. 
liOl,  1403;  Amendt.  1106.  1408.  UI7 : 
tl.  2.  1464  :  Amendt.  U6B,  1460  ;  d.  3, 
I4S7:  el.  4,  Amendt.  1170,  1172,  1473, 
14T4  ;  el.  5,  1484,  1486;  cL  ».  1494: 
Amendt.  1196,  16D0  ;  ct.  10,  Amendt-  1503, 
1501,  1508 


Elec 


ml  A 


— Diilril 


,1741 


.using  dF  the  Working  Claues  (England), 
Comm.  el.  13,  18ZT 

Parliament — Buiineis  of  the  Hoaia — Proroga- 
tion, M  in  iiterlal  Statement.  1744 

Farliamentary  KlecUons  (Returning  Offleen], 
Comm.  add.  el.  30O,  203 ;  Amendt.  301,  309, 


Pol  in 


Enfranchiic 


Eiteniion,    Comm. 


Jenkcnb,  Mr.  D.  J.,  Penryn,  ^e. 

Law  and  Puliee  (Scotland)— Illegal  Impound- 
ing of  Children,  606 
RepreientatioQ  of  the  People  Aet,  1SS4— The 
Parliamentary      Franohtia     (Scotland)  — 
Crofters  under  £10  RenUl,  S05 

KsNNAKD,  Mr.  C.  J.,  Salithurf 
Parliament— Bminen  of  the  House,  848;  — 
Prorogation,  HisisteriBl  SlatenenC,  1T43 
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KlN»u>,  Mr.  0.  i.-~tant. 
PaliM  EnlnnebiwiniDt  Eitanaion,  ATI 
RspraMntatioo   of   tha   People    Act,   ISSl — 
Polio*  EnlTBiiohiteiiiaDl,  I4B0 

Ernkattat,  Sir  J.  H.,  Devon,  E. 
Post  ones— Pre-p*rmenl  of  PoiUge,  fiS 

Kenxy,  Mr.  M.  J.,  Snnit 

Ireland— EdaotioD—Iriah  National  TaaobBn 

— Auislant  Tracheri,  824 
Rojal    Iriih    ConiMbalBr;- Eitra    Polios 

and  Hot  at  Liadoonrarna,  Co.  Clara.  JIUS 
Land  Porabaae  (Ireland),  Coram,  cl.  4,  1668 
MoTeable  Dwelling!,  9R.  1709 
Snppif— Qaeaa'a  Collegaa  in  Ireland,  3J)4 

Kino-Habuait,  Oolonel  E.  B.,   Jhthlin 

Co. 

Armir  (Aniiliarj  Foreea] — 4th  Rofal  Faailier* 

(CaTin  Miliiin}— Mnjor  Lional  Brooiie,  MSO 

Criminal  Utw  Amandmaat,  Comm,  el.  6,  IBS 

Edoeational   Endowmenta    (Iralaod),  Comm. . 

«l.  S.  I9U0  ;  el.  16,  IBOS  ;  tl.  37,  ISOS 
EgTpt    (Hi1iur7     Expedition)  —  Troopi    at 

Seakin,  835  :— Suppllei  for,  1276 
Ireland — Queitioni 

Fiahenn—RiTarSbannon—Limeriek  Board 

of  CoDHTTatora,  49 
Iriab    Land    CommiaiioD— New    Comtnii- 

aiooan,  643 
Regiatrj  of  DeedB  OiBce,  Dublin,  60 
Laboaren  (Ireland)  (No.  9),  Comm.  el.  3,  984, 
ess  ;  el.  4,Amendc.  ii>.  VSe,e92;  f f.  8,  993, 
904,  905;  el.  12,    Amendt.  996,  907,993, 
999,  1000:  ct.   13,  IDOS  ;  el.  14,  Ameodt. 
1004  ;  el.  IG,  Amendt.  lOOS,  1007  :  el.  18, 
1014;  Motion  for  raporling  Frofreu,  tt.; 
add.ct.  1018,  102S:  Coniid.  el.  12.  1193; 
el.  17,  ti. ;  odi.  c/.ifr.  1194  ;  l^rda  Amendli. 
Coniid.  1891,  1804 
Land    Porchaaa   (IreUnd),    SK.    lOTi,    108S ; 
Comm.  el  3,  1637,  1S47,  1053, 1BS9  ;  el.  3. 
1664  :  el.  13,  Amendt.  1687  :  el.  IT,  Amendt. 
1683.  1691  :  add.  el.   1693,  1699  ;  Conaid. 
add  cl.  1841,   1844,  1847;  el.  13,  Amendt. 
1813  1  el.  IG,  xb. 
Local  Oorarnmant  (Ireland)  Prodainnal  Or- 
dfra,   Lordi  Amaodta.  Conaid.  1SS8 ;  eL  B, 
Ia03 


L\BO0CHERE,  Mr.  H.,  Norlhamplon 
Armj — Small  Arm  Ammunition— The  Boler 

Cartridge,  1011 
Armr  Eatimatei — Protiiioni,  Fomga,  io.  106 

WarOSoe,  Amendt.  169 
Coniolidated      Fnnd     (Appropriatioa),     9R. 

Amendt.  ISOO,  1206,  1314,  1215 
Count;  OIBcera  knd  Couria   (Ireland)  (Pen- 

aiona),  Comm.  add.  el.  1618 
Criminal    Law    Amend  meat,   Comm.    n^.   3, 

Amendt.  604,   606.  600  ;  el.  3,  099,  TOS  ; 

el.  4,  T43  :  el.  6,  Amendt.  780,  78T  ;  et.  12, 

Amendt.  791,  79e  ;  odd.  el.  89B.  89T,  900, 

903  1  Conaid.   add.    el.    139T,    1398,  1405  i 

el.  10,  1504,  1506 
Ecoleiiaatioal    Commitaionera  —  Taiatlon    of 

Legal  Eipcnaaa,  610 


Lasovcaiu,  Hr.  H. — eertl. 
EgTpt — Queitiona 

loteroatlonal  Guaranteed  Loan,  516,  51S, 

871 
Miaaion  of  Sir  II.  Dnimmond  Wolff,  343 
Sondac— Qarriaon  oF  Kaaiala,  S4,  AST 
Morocco — Suppreaaion  of  Joarnala,  006 
Parliament— Baal neaa  of  the  Hoaae,  631,  847, 

34S,  1286 
Parllamantarj  Electioni— Eje  Blootioo,  637 
Parliameatarj  Eleetiona  (Ireland)— Co.  Down 

Election— Ballot  Act,  613 
Peru  and  Chili— Porniian  Boodholdera,  1057 
Poat  Offioe- Regiattation  of  Telegraph io  Ad- 

dretiei,  1459 
Public  Uaalth— Cholera  in  Spain,  531 
Ramadan  Ealata.  3R.  1200 
Supply — Ciril  Coatlngeneiea  Fund,  ia.  190 
Marlborough  HoDae,  184 
Poat  Offlca  Packet  Serrioe,  IB  I 
Report,  Rea.  4,  653 

Labanrers  (Irelaad)  (No.  2)  Bill 

(Mr.  CamphtU-Banntntan,  Mr.  SolieilBr  Otneral 

fir  Ireland) 
e.  CommiUe* ;  Report  Aug  3,  988      [Bill  68] 
Conaidered  Aug  4,   1192;  after  abort  debato, 

HoTed,   "That  the  Bill  ba  re-oommitted  in 

reepectoftwo  NewClanaei" 
Amendt.  to  lea»e  out  "  two,"  inaert  "  four  " 

{Colmul  King- Barman)  V.  i  Qaeation, "  That 

'two'  Ac.,"   put  and  negatived;   "four" 

inierted 
Committee ;  Report ;  Conaidered  ;  read  3* 
I.   Read  1*  •  ( JT.  of  WaLerford)  Aatg  9     (No.  335) 
Read  2*,  atier  abort  debate  Aug  0, 1364 
Committee,  after  abort  dabale  Aug  7.  1433 
MoTOd,  "  That  the  Report  of  the  Amendmenta 

be  now  recei*ed"  Jup  10, 1546  ;  afterabort 

debate,  on  Queation  r  Oont.43,  Not-Cont.  6; 

M.  38:  reaolved  in  the  ■fflrmatLte  (No.  241) 

Read  3''  ^h^H  (No.  346) 

e.  Lordt'   Amendta.   con^dered   Aug   13,   1S89; 

aereril  diaagreed  to 
Committee  appointed,  "  to  draw  np  Reaaona  to 

he  aaatgnad  to  the  Lorda  for  diiagreeing  t4> 

aeYeral  of  the  Amendta.  made  bj  the  Lorda 

to  the  laid  Bill ;  "  Liat  of  tha  Committee, 

1894 
Reaaona  for  disagreeing  to  the  Lorda  Amendta. 

report«(],  and  agreed  to;  to  be  eommuni* 

oated  to  the  Lordi 

LAUnraToir,  Lord 

Parliament — Palace  of   Weatminiter — tlouaa 

of  Lorda- Freicoca  in  the   Peera'  Robing 

Room,  13 
Science  and  Art— Site  of  the  National  Galler;, 


LufOABTEB — Chancellor  of  the   Duohy 
(j0«  Chapuk,  Bight  Hon.  H.) 

Lani  Low  {Ireland)  Act,  1881— 7m 
Iruh  Land  Commiiiion 
The  Appeai  Cotirl — Appeaii  from  Tertarae 
on  lard  Roiie't  Ettaie,  Partomlouin,  Quea- 
tion,  Mr.  Sexton  i  Anawer,  The  CbiefSeere- 
uxj  fat  Ireland  (Sir  W.  Bkrt  Djknl  Aug  10, 
1678 


(INDEX!         LAW 


Zand  fMvr  (Ireland)  AH,  IS91— Thi  Jfiih  Land 
Co  "I  mMiion — con  t. 
The  Sab-ConmiiiiBneri,  ^eition,  Mr.  Sex- 
ton ;  Answer,  Tlw  Chief  Seonilarj  for  Ire- 
land (Sir  W,  narl  Djke)  July  31,  67T 
Tht  Xtw  CmnmiMtioneri,  QuMlion.  Caloael 
KiDfc-Hiirnuin  ;  Anaoer,  Tbe  ChaaoeUor  of 
ths  Eiahequsr  Aug  3,  S13 

Lanl  ForcliaBe  (Ireland)  Bill  [at"] 
(  T/u  Chitf  SecrtUryfoT  Inland} 
c.  Bmd3°,>flarloDjid«lMitaAiuf  4,  IOSe(;BUI34S] 
Queitioni,  Hr.   J.  G.   Uubbard,  General  Sir 
G«orga  Balfour  :  Aniwora,  Tba  CtuDoellor 
of  lb«  Eiobequer  Aug  7,  liGS 
Committee  ;  Report  Aug  10,  1631 
Coniidered;  [QuaeD'a  oonaant  aignified);   Bill 
read  3°  Aug  II,  18iO 

Zand  Purehatf  [Ireland)  [^8alari»»] 

Rn.  oanaiderad  in  Committee,  and  agrMd  to 

-Aug  1.  119i 
Bea.  reported  Aug  S 

Zand  Purehtut  (Irelamf)  [  Jicantwi] 
Rea.  Eoniidered  in  Cammittea,  and  agreed  to 

Aug  6,  U28 
Rea.  reported  Aug  T,  1S3I;  after  abort  debate, 
Rei.  agreed  to 

hkV  AND  JUBTIOE  (EnQLAND  AKD  WaLES) 

{MuetSatuout  Qnulioni) 
nigh  Cmrt  •>}  JutliM— Report  s/  CommUUe  of 
Inquiry,  Qneation,  Mr.  looe  :  Anawer,  Tbe 
Attorney   General   (Sir    Riobard  Webtter) 


aM  Judge),  Qaeation,  Mr. 
Tbe  Secretar;  of  State  for  tbe' Home  De- 
partment (Sir  R.  Auhetoo  Grata)  JiUy  30, 
»18 ;  Queitioni,  Mr.  Piotoa,  Mr.  CalUo  ; 
Aniwera,  Tbe  Socretarj  of  tiute  for  tbe 
Home  Department  ( Sir  R.  Aubeton  Croaa) 
July  31.  S73  ;  Quaation,  Mr.  Callan  ;  Ao- 
■ver,  Sir  Wiiliam  Uarcourt  Aug  3,  S4S 
Supprution  of  DiioriUHy  Houiti — Cait  of 
Uri.  Jefritt,  ftueation,  Mr.  Callan;  An- 
awer, Mr.  Tomlinaoa  Aug  13,  1870 

Siteateaf Hnpgt,a€oavi(t,<lu»ititm,MT. 

Hopwood  ;  Anawer,  Tbe  Seoretarj  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  (Sir  R.  Aaabeton 
Creaa)  A»<7  3,  840 

Thi  Birmingham  Anita — Sherift'  Etpentet, 
Qneation,  Mr.  Sampeon  Llojd  ;  Anawer,  Tbe 
Cbancelior  of  tba  Exchequer  Jaty  30, 5U 

The  Circuit  ArrangtmeuU,  Qneation,  Mr. 
Whitlej :  Anawer,  The  Secretary  of  State 
for  tbe  Home  Department  (Sir  R.  Auheton 
Croaa)  Julg  31,  STS  ;  Queatioo,  Mr.  War- 
ton  ;  Answer,  The  Attorney  General  (Sir 
Biahard  Webater)  Aup  3,  81T 

Law  AMD  PouoK  (Emuland  and  WALsa) 
{Miieellaneoiti  Qutitions) 
SlizcL  Armtirong,  a  Child  under  H  Year*  of 
Agi,  Qaestiona,  Mr.  CaTandiah  Benlinok, 
Mr.  Hopwood;  Anawera,  Tbe  Secratarj  of 
State  for  tbe  Home  Departmaul  (Sir  R. 
'-"belon  Crosi)  Aug  11,  1T3S 

[emtf. 


Law  iKP  FoLioi  (EagUndand  H'a'M)— cont 

PoUHeat  Clube,  QueitioD),  Mr.  M'Larcn  ; 
Anawera,  Tbe  Secretarr  of  Stale  for  the 
Home  Department  (Sir  R.  AubeloB  Croaa) 
Aug  10,  1500 

The  intenuuional  CM,  Qaeatioo,  Obaerta- 
tiona.  The  E»rl  of  Wemria  i  Replf.  Tbe 
PRfmailer  General  (klarl  BeanelMmp) 
July  38,  33S 

Th£  "Pall  Malt  OazetW—PuUtealian  of 
Ofemive  Articla,  ftnealion,  Mr,  P.  A. 
Monli :  Anawer,  The  Seoreur?  of  Stal«  for 
the  Home  Department  (Sir  R.  Aasheton 
Croat)  July  37,  SI 

Ute  of  Bier/eltt  on  Fublie  Raadt—FuriOHi 
Driving.  Queallon.  Mr.  Uioka  ;  Anawer,  Tbe 
Seoretarj  of  State  lor  the  Home  Departi 
(Sir  R.  Aiehetoa  Croat)  /ufy  33,  3l> 

Law&bkob,  Mr.  Alderman  W.,  London 
UoiHing  or  the  Workiog  Claasea  (EngUnd), 

Comm.  1746;  et.  3,  1702 
Telegraph  Aota  Ameadmeat,  610,  630 ;  Camm. 

BH:  3R.  Amendt.  SIO 

Lawboit,  Sir  W.,  Carlitle 

Coniolidated  Fund  (Appropriation),  3R.  I2D7, 

1208 
Earldom  of  Mar  Reatltntion,  Comoi.  889 
Priooe  Henrj  of  Battenberg'a  Naturaliiation, 

681 ;  Comra.  ib.  083 
Supplf ,  Report,  Rei.  4,  BSl 

Supplonientarj   Estimate — Gnrdon   Honn- 
ment,  408 

Lea,  Mr.  T.,  Donegal 

Edooauonal  EnJowuiBnti  (Ireland),  SR.    1853 
Laboorera  (Irebnd)    (f<o.  2),   Comm.  cl.  13, 

1DD2 
Land  Purehuae  (Ireland),  Comm.  cl.  4,  1670 
Land  Purobaie  (Inland)  [Adranoai],  Rea.  [Oth 

Aoguat],  Report,  1323 

Leahy,  Mr.  E.,  Walerford 
Egrpt — Oolonel  de  Coetlogon,  S74 

Lechmebb,  Sir  E.  A.  H.,  WoreetUrthire, 


Lbfbtre,   Bight   Hon.   Q.   J.    Shaw, 

Reading 
Depresaion  of  Trade  and  Indaatrj ,  Roiral  Com- 

million  on— Conititutioa  of  the  Commiation, 

1980 
Houaingofthe  Working  Claaiei — Sitai  of  the 

Metropoliun  Prisona,  61 
Houiing  of  tbe  Working  Ciauea  (Eogland).  2R. 

1613;  Comm.  cZ.  3,  1770,  1T88,  1797,  1795, 

1801,  1803,  18U4;  cl.  6,  1S2I 
Land  Purchase  (Ireland),  2K.   1036.    1089; 

Comm.  1030;  cl.  3,   1618;  Amendt.  1S$7, 

1030 
Parliament— But! neu  of  tba  Houe,  S19 
Supplj — Priaona,  Ireland,  3T8 
Telegraph   Aota    Amendment,   6S0;    Comm. 

690  ;  cl.  2,  S07  ;  MoUon  Tor  reporting  Pro- 

greu,  STT ;  3B.  SOS ;  AmandL  810 


LEI       LOO        (SESSION    1884-5} 


Leiqutom,  Sir  B.,  Shropthirt,  S. 

Criminal  La*  Amendniept,  Comm.  tl.  2,  598, 
623;  el.  3,713;  el.  H,  763 

Lbtis,  Mr.  0.  E.,  Londondtrrfi 

IreUnd— Law  and  Polioa— EilraPoliiw,Limfl. 

riok.  1377 
Und  Piin;baK  (Ireland),  9R.  I0S1,  1033 
Parliameot— Public  Buiingas,  66 
Sopplf — Qdmii'i  OoIIegeg  in  Inland,  313,  314 
Report,  Re*.  I .  S3V 

LicensioK  Lavs  Amendment  Bill 

(JTr.  Stajbrd  Howard,  Mr.  Sovldiaorth) 
«.  Bill  withdrawn  •  J«ly  30  [Bill  23fl] 

LiuEaioE,  Earl  of 

Cpatom*  Depirtment — Golleotan  of  CaBtoni, 

ass 

Medical  Raliet  Dlaqualification  Removal,  3t 

ZHtralurt,  Seienei  and  Art 
JBxaaiiaatiitiu  in  J)Tainng — FnUxrti  b)  Pott, 

Qoeition,   Mr.    Pietoa  ;  Aniwar,  Tbe  Viae 

Pratident  orthe  Connoil  (Hr.  E.  Stanbops) 

J\iiy3\,  878 
Sitt  of  the  National  Portrait  QalUrg,  Otun^H' 

tieni.  Lord  Lamlngton  ;  Rcplj,   Lord   Hen> 

niber  July  30,  SOI 
Evening   Opening,   QuealioD,    ObierTatiotii, 

The    Marques)    or  Lotbian  ;    Replj,    Tbe 

Firtt   Urd  of  -the  Treaaarjr   (Tha  Earl  of 

Iddealeigh)  .^u;  11, 1713 

Llotd,  Mr.  M.,  Beaumarit 

Conaolidated  Pnod  (Appropriation),  3R.  13S0 
Criminal   Law   Amendment,   Consid.  add.  el. 

1337,  1339,  1380 
Education   Department —College  at   Aberjlt- 


11,343 
Police    Enfranchiaement    Extern 
Motion  for  Adjournment,  13S1 
Foblio  Work*— Mail  Jettf  at  Holrhaad,  60 


Comm. 


LooAL  OovERNUENT  BoARD — President 
(«M  Balfour,  Rigbt  Hon.  A.  J.J 

Local  Governmest  Board — Seoretary 
to  {ue  Bbownlot,  Earl) 

Local  OoTemment  (Ireland)  ProTidonal 

Orders  Bill         (  W.  lard  Pmidinl) 
I.  Committee  Axtg  6.  1SS3  (No.  170) 

Report ;  read  3*  Aug  7,  1130 

On  Motion,  "That  the  Bill  da  pau  T'  afier 
ahortdebate,  Motion  agreed  to 
e.  Lords'  AmendC».  eonaideted   Aug  10,   1S5B  ; 
one  agreed  to ;  one  diaagreed  to 

Committee  appointed,  "  to  draw  np  Reaaoni 
to  be  aaaigned  lo  tho  Lorda  for  diaagredng 
lo  the  Amendt.  to  wblcb  tbia  llonie  bath 
diaagreed  i"  Liitof  tbe  Committee,  lABl 


Laiol  Oovtmmtnt  {Ir^nd)  Provitional  Orden 

£iU— oont. 
/.  Commona'  Reaaoni  for  diasEreeiDg  to  one  of 
tbe  Amendt*.  made  hj  tbe  Lorda  oonaidered 
Aug  11.  1706  ;  Mored, "  That  the  Uonae  do 
not  in*i*t  upon  their  Amendt.  to  which  tho 
Common*  have  di*agreed  "  ( The  Marqutn 
of  Wattrfori) 

Amendt.  to  leave  out  all  altar  ("  That  "},  ia- 
aart  ("  tbia  llooae,  inaiating  on  ita  Amend- 
ment, do  now  prooead  to  appoint  a  Commit- 
tee to  meet  and  confer  with  a  Commitiee  of 
Iho  Commona"  {The  Ltri  FiliOerald); 
after  abort  debate,  on  Qnaatioa,  "  That  tbe 
word).  Ao.t"  Coot.  31.  Nol-Cont.  10; 
H.  1 1 :  reaolTed  in  tbe  afflrmatira 

Amendt.  not  inaialad  on,  and  a  maaaage  atnt  lo 
the  Commona  to  aoqaaint  them  therewith 

Local  dovernment  (Ireland)  FroTiuonal 
Ordws  (FnWo  Health  Act)  (Ho.  2} 
BiU  [K.i,.j 

e.  Report*  /Wy  33  [BiU  SI2] 

Bead  3"  >  Ju(y  30 

L  Rojal  Aaaent /ufy  31  \iih  iB  FuLo.  oixi] 

Local  Oovemment   Frovidon^  Orders 

(No.  6)  Bill  ( The  Lord  Carrington) 

t.  RoralAaaentJiiiySl    [43 Jt  10  Fiel.e.oxxii\l} 


Lonoford,  Earl  of 

Medical  Relief  Di a {aaliSeatioD  Removal,  31 

Lord  Lieutbkaeit  of  Irblahd — Chief 
Secretary  to  the  (im  Dtke,  Bight 
Hon.  Sir  W.  H.) 

Lord  PsEstDENT  of  the  C!oitmoil  (i»4 
Grutbbooe,  Tisoount) 

£ou  of  Life  at  Sea,  Royal  Commmioi*  on 

The  Evidence,  Qjieationa,  Mr.  Atkinson  ;  An- 

awen.  The  Secrelarj  Co  tho  Board  of  Trade 

(Baron   Uenrf   De  Woruu)   Ju^   3,   S41  ; 

Aug  t,  1060 

Lotleriea  Act — Foreign  Loiteriet 

Question,  Mr.  Clare  Road ;  Anawer,  Tlia 
Solicitor  General  (Sir  John  Gorat)  Aug  7, 
1463 

LoTHiAiT,  Marqneas  of 

Army— Army  Reaorre— End  or  Service  with  tbe 
Colonra.  161S 
Olencoraa  MiliUrj  Prison,  213 
Literature,    Science,  and    Art— Tbe    National 

Gallerj— ETODing  Opening,  1713 
Medical  Relief  DisqualiScation  Removal,  3A 
Sea  Fisharica  (Scotland)   Amandmcnl,   Cem- 
mona  Amendla.  Consid.  171S  i 

ogle 
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LowTHES,  Bight  Hon.  J.,  LineolmMrt, 

Criminal    Lrnr    Amend  naat.    Con  lid.    el.    2, 
Ameadt.  1165 

Lubbock.  Sir  J.,  London  Univtrtity 
Factorj  Acta  [Extenaian  to  Shopi].  631 
Smretary  for  Saotliad,   Comoi.  ct.   S,    1132, 

113T:  ei.«,  1170 
Supplf— South  ArriMind  St.  HeteDa,463 

Lnnacy  Acts  Amendment  Bill 

(Jfr.  Arthur  Balfour,  Mr.  Stuart-  WortUy) 
e.  Read  2°,  .rter  debate  Julj/  37.  308    [Bill  311] 

Commiltm  ;  Report ;  r»d  3*  July  28,  383 
I.  Read  l'*(£.£rou»ii<i«}  Juii/30      (No.a31) 

Read  3>  July  31,  flfiS 

Committre*  :  Report  Ju;  3 

Rend  3*  *  Aug  1 

Rojal  Anent  Aug  «     [18  A  4»  Viet.  o.  S2] 

Ltuinqton,  YiBOOunt,  Barrutaph 

Wwlera  Paoiflo— Nbw  Oaioea— Porm  of  Go- 
Ternoient  Tor  the  Engliih  PortlOD,  lOIS 

Ltkch,  Mr.  N.,  Sligo  Co. 

Supply — CommiaiioDeri  orNationat  Ednoatioo 
in  Irelaad,  193 

McAsTHCR,  Mr.  A.,  Lnetiler 

Criminal   Law  Amendment,  Cooiid.  add.  cl. 

1402, 1118 
Sapplf,  Report,  R«i.  2,  Oil 

Maoaatket,  Mr.  J.  W.  E.,  Tyront 
Criminal  Law  Amendment,  Comn.  ct.  1,  72t 
Ireland—  <tae«tion( 

NationKl     Education  —  Ssboolmaiter     of 

Straoagomia     National      School,      Co. 

Tfrons.  301 
Publie    Meetinga— Meeting  at   Dromore, 

1S83— Dcatb  of Giffso,  1571 

BOfal  Iriah  Co aitahalarr— Extra  Folioe  at 

HortadowD,  606 
Land  Purobaae  (Ireland),  3 R.  1100 

M'Oabtht,  Mr.  J.,  Longford 

Ireland  —  Rojal    Unireraity  —  Eiaminationa, 

341 
'     Seed   Snppi;    Aet— Non-pafment   of    the 

Seed  Kate,  670 
Parliament—PrivLlBge— Speech  of  Mr.  Bright, 

July  21,  Rea.  366 
Supply — CommiiBtonert  of  National  Edneation 
iQ  Ireland,  421 
(lueen'a  ColUgea  in  Ireland,  307 

M'Oahtht,  Mr.  J.  H.,  Athlom  Bo. 

Exploaiiea  Aot — Appointment  of  Mr.  Jamea 

jlartin,  Jnapestor  lor  Brawaey  and  Atblone, 

1057 
Parliament — Priiilege — Spaeoh  oi  Mr.  Bright, 

Jul;  31,  Bea.  2ea 

M'Olusb,  Sit  T.,  Londonderry  Co. 
'   <idPuroha>o(1reland),  3R.  1100 


U'CoAK,  Mr.  J.  0.,  Wieklev) 
Caneolidated  Fund  (Appropriation).  3R.  I32<, 

1313 
Criminal  Law  Amendment,  Camm-  <i.  3,  6ST, 

709,  713  ;  el.  1,  791  :  add.  el.  969,  660,  S73, 

e06i  Amendt.007:  Conaid.  <i<U.  cl.  1113  ; 

el.  6,  1131  ;  et.  9,  ISOl,  1G03,  1S03,  1901 ; 

c2.  10,  Amendt.  1906 
Egypt — Aaeembly  of  Notabtea,  flSV 

Military  Kip«ditiDn  to  the  Soudan — Lord 
Wolaeley'a  Report.  1061 
Ireland — Law  and  juatioa — Court  of  Qoeen'a 

Bench  (Finea    and   Penalties    OSoe]— Hr. 

O'Brien,  M.P.822, 833 
Morooco — Suppreaaion  of  Jonrnala,  STO 
Treaty  of  Berlin — Article  LXI. — Reforma  in 

Armenia,  S3S 

MoEekita,  Sir  J.  X.,   Toughal 

Criminal  Law  Amendment,  Comm.  add.  et.  S8S 
Labourera  [Ireland)  (No.  3),  Comm.  cl.  8,  391; 

el.  13,  907.990:  add.  el.  1031 
Land  Purohaae (Ireland).  Comm.  el.  4,  Amendt. 
1660,  1668;  el.  9.  16T6  ;  tl.  7,  16I»:  el.1 . 
1683  :  add.  el.  1701 ;  Conaid.  add.  eL  1817 
Supply — Dittnrnpiked  and  Main  Roadt  in  Eoff 
land  and  Walee,  381 
Report,  Etna.  1,030 

Maoeintosh,  Mr.  C.  Frasek-,  Invtrnut, 

Sootlnnd— Public   Ilealth— Ineanitary   Condi- 
tion of  Duthil  Chnrchjard,  16 


Bgypl—iiinioa  of  Sir  H.  Dnimmond  Wolff, 

211 
Law  and  Police -Political  Ciuba,  IfiSV 

Makiks,  Colonel  W.  T.,  Eutx,  S. 
Soulhwark  and  VauihaU  Water,  SR.  338.  311 

Malta — Examinationi  for  th»  Publie  Ser- 
vieo  {Army,  Navy,  and  Civil) 
ObserTatione,  Earl  De  La  Warr,  Viaoouot 
En&cld :  Reply.  The  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonial  (The  Earl  of  Duo- 
raren)  July  27, 1 

Manitebs,  Bight  Hon.  Lord  J.  J.  B. 
(Postmaster     General),     Leteetter- 

Arreara  of  Rent  (IreUnd)  Aot,  1883— Oaae  of 
Mr.  Templeman,  Agent  to  Ur.  S.  0.  Arm- 
atrong,  82S 

Peat  Office— Queationt 

Conlracta — American  Uail  Sernoe,  1019 

Inauranoeof  Parcel!,  821 

Maila  to  the  Weatern  lalanda,  637 

PoaUl  Delays,  1780 

Poat  Offine  Clerka,  830 

Pre.payment  oi  Postage,  96 

Registration    of    Telegraphic    Addreaaea, 

use 

Scotland- Telegraph  OSoe  Clerki,  137T 
Sixpenny  Telegrama,  649 
Superiatendenta  of  Sorting  OlBpet,  1371 
[e#Nl. 


MED        (SESSION    1S84.5| 


Ifininu,  Right  Han.  Lord  3.  J,  R. — eont. 
Poit  OfflM  (Ireland)— Qacitioni 

ContnoK—Irtih  Miili,  1373 

Dublin  Sorting  OrB<w,2iT 

Runl  Latter  Carrier,  Co.  CiTan,  1367 

Sorten  in  Iriib  Mail  Train >,  333 

SobAmj  Mail  10  Aohill  Iiland,  833 

Tampering  with  Letten.  1011 
fiopptj— Cmi  OBlce  FaokeC  SerTios,  IBI,  133 

Poit  Offioe  Surrieei,  die.  ISO 

Report,  Ke>.3,  tiS 
Telef^pb    Acta    AnisndmeDt,   BSO  ;    Cotnm. 
el.  3,  Amandl.  557, 077 

ICaxjoribaitks,  Hon.  E.,  Berwiekthire 
Su   Fiihn-iea  (SootUnd)    Amendment,    3R. 

209;  Camoi.  093:  «'.  1,  1175.  IITS  ;  d.  5, 

Amendt.  1183;  el.  7,1180  ;  Ameodt.  IIST, 

1189 
Seeretarj   for  Scotland,  Comm.   3TB ;  cl.  6, 

llflS,  IIST:  e(.  e,  1100 
Sopplj  (SapplsmsDUr;  Bilinulee)— Peterbead 

Uarbonr,  188 

Ma&lbokoitob,  Duka  of 

Alia   (Central) — Ruoia   and    Afghaniatan  — 

Delimitation  ol  tbe  Frontier,  103S 
Loeat      OoTernment      (Ireland)     Prorialonal 
Orden,  Comin.  12(6,  I3B8  ;  Report,  odd.  el. 
1133  :  Conunona  Rcaiona  Couid.  1711 


Marriagt  Law — Attmianef  of  Btgutrart 
Qnaition.  Mr.  Atkineon  ;  Answer,  Tba  Attor- 
nej  Ganeral  (Sir  Richard  Webster)  Aug  4, 
103V 


811 
Roadi  and  Bridgea— Tour  State  Qnarriea 
— Bridgo  o<rer  iha  Rjirer  Suir,  65 
Parliament — rriTJIago— Speeoh  of  Hr.  Bright, 

Julf  31,  Rm.  261 
Suppljr — Commiiiionen  of  National  Edantloo 
in  Ireland,  111.  413 
Diaiumpiked  and  Ualo  Road*  in  England 

and  Walei,  380 
Priaoni,  IreUnd,  373 
Oaeen'a  CollBges  in  IreUnd,  313 

MtdieaJ  Seluf  JHtqitaliJieativn   Semowal 


_i,  Obierritiona,  Earl  GraoTitlo ;  ihort 
debate  thereon  Jutg  37.  27  ;  Julj/  38,  311 
TItt  SvppltmtntaTif  LitU,  (^ueition,  Mr.  Jetae 
Colling* :  An**er,  Tbe  Preiident  of  the 
Looal  QoTammant  Burd  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour) 
A»g  6,  1381 

Hedical  Belief  DiBqnaliflcation  Bemoral 
BUI 

I.  Elead  1*  (S.  of  NUltown)  July  37,  3;  Notioe, 

The  Earl  of  Milliown  :  abort  debate  tbereon 

1   Read  2',  after  debate  Jirijf  28,  217    (So.  307) 

CommUtee  ;  Report  Jidy  30,  188 

ReadS>./u/y  31,  069 

Eoral  Aaieat  Aug  6     [18  A  19  Viel.  o.  16] 


MsLDON,  Mr.  C.  H.,  Ztldare 

Supplj— Commiieianerf  of  Nntionil  Education 
in  Ireland.  100, 101,  103,  111 
Queen '<  Colleges  in  IreUnd,  315 

MtreantiU    Marin*  —  Piloti  —  Tut    of 
Colour-  Blindneu 
(Question,   Mr.   J.   G.   Talbot ;  Aaever,  Tbe 
Secretar;   to  tbe   Board  of  Trade  (BaroQ 
IleDTf  De  Worms)  Aug  10,  1573 

Metropolis    {J^eoliantout  Qtuttiom) 
CarporaU  Sodie>  —  The   City  FellowMp    of 
Porten,  Question,  Mr.  Brjce  :  Answer,  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  the   Home  Depart- 
ment (Sir  R.  Aeibeton  Cross)  July  30.  50S 
Load   Qovernmtrit   outride   the    City   Area, 
Queition,  Mr.  Firth;  Answer,  The   Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Sir 
R.  Asshcton  Cross)  Aug  11,  1733 
Traravay    Compani*t~Smployi»'   Seun    of 
Latour,  Question,  Mr.  -Samuel  Smith  ;  An- 
swer, The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  (Sir  R.  Aashaion  Cron)  Avg  1, 
1016 

PuMie  Health 
ContamituUian  of  the  River  Lea,  Question,  Mr. 
John  Holms  ;  Answer.  Tbe  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  (Mr.  A.J.  Bal- 
four) Aug  1,  1061;  Qneition,  Hr.  Daniel 
Grant ;  Answer,  The  Proaident  of  the  Looal 
GoTernment  Board  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour) 
Aug  7,  use 


President  of  tbe  Local  QoTarnment  Board 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  Aug  6,  1383  :  Aug  lU, 
].5n;—CamMy  Uland,  Queitioa,  Hr.  CUre 
Read :  Answer,  The  Seorelary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  (Sir  R.  Asshalon 
Croia)  Aug  10,  1BT6 

[See  title  Puhlie  Hialth'] 

Street  Traffie 
ObitrueUmi  in  the  Streeli,  Qoestion,  Mr.  Pole* 
(ton  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  (Sir   R.  Alsbatoa 
Cross)  .iuf  11,  1738 

Th*  Park* 
The  Regml't   Park—Re-eneloture   of  Land, 
QuBstiona,  Mr.  Daniel  Grant ;  Atiswan,  The 
First  Commissioner o(  Works  (Mr.  Plnnket] 
Aug  A,  lOlSi  Aug  7,  11S8 

HetropollB  Huiaceiitflnt  Acta  Amend- 
ment BiU  {Earl  of  Cumperiotn) 
I.  Royal  AsMnt  Julg  31     [13  A  19  Fiel.  o.  33] 

Hetropolitan  Board  of  Worka  (Further 
Powers)  Bill  (Sir  Jami  M-Qarel. 

Sogg,  Baron  Henry  De  Wornu,  Mr.  Brytt) 

e.  Bill  withdrawn  *  Juli/  31 


[""Vtbgle 


Ketropoliton  Board  of  Works  (H01U7) 
BiU 

;.  Read  !•  •  (B.  of  I<Uetleigh)Jttly7,l  (No.a09) 
Read  3*  ■  Juti/  30 
Commillee  * ;  Report  Jub/  31 
Rmd  3*  ■  Aug  3 
Rojal  Auent  Aag  S     [IS  A  40  Vitt.  c.  60] 

Hetropolitan  Police  Staff  Hnpemmna- 

tion  Bill  i.^'-  Stuart-  fFarOeff,  Sir 

Htnry  MolUmd) 
e.  Reid  S°  •  July  37  [Bin  31S] 

Committee  •  ;  Report ;  read  8*  /«ft/  28 
I.  Read  !•■(£.  Btawltamp)  Juig  Zfi    (Na.323) 
Resd  3*  * ;  Committee  negatired  Aug  T 
RiadS"  J«;  10 

Mttropelitan  Polie»,  7K« 
Qneition,  Mr.   CavendUh  Bentinok ;  An«w«r, 
The  Seoratarj  of  Slate  for  the  Home  De. 
partment  (Sir  a.  AubatOD  Oroa«)  Jalg  3T, 
S3 

KetropaliUn  Wattr  Ctmpanitt 

Q,aeit!oD,  GoDaral  Sir  George  Balfoar  ;  Ad- 
iwaT,  The  Seeretar;  of  Slate  br  the  Home 
DepartmeDt  (Sir  R.  Auheton  Cro»]  Juf  1 1 , 
1T38 

Mtu.Tov(r,  Earl  of 

Criminal  Law  Ameadment,  Oonmoni  Ameodt*. 

Coniid.  issa 
Labouren(lrelaiid)(No.3},  3R.  13«9:  Report, 

tl.  10,  1A18 
Local  Oorerpment  ( IreUnd)  Pro*  iNonal  Orden, 

Comm.  IISV 
Modieal     Relief     DiiqaalifioatioD      Remoral, 

IR.  3,  S.  1,37,  38,  29,  30,  31,  34,314.  SIS; 

3R.  317,  329,  231;  Comm.  199,  000;  SR. 

ec9 

Telegraph  AoU  AiaSDdioent,  211.  103T 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Brilaia  and  Ireland, 
1038,  laSO,  1031 

Milker,  Sir  F.  G.,  York  City 

Afrioa  (South)  —  Bo»r«  —  Altaok  on  Mr.  J. 

Oonaldtoti,  13S3 
Crimioal  Law  Ameadment,  Comm.  089 

UoLUY,  Mr.  B.  C,  Sing'i  Co. 

Conwiidatad  Fund  (Appropriation),  SR.  1343 
Criminal  Law  AmendmeDt,  Comm.  d.  IS,  801, 

SOS,  809  i  add.  ei.892 
Laboaren  (Ireland)  (No.3),  Comm.  «l.  8, 90S ; 

cl.  13,  1000,  1003 
Land  PDr«hM«  (Ireland),  Oooaid.  add,  el.  1841, 

1S48 
Snppl;— Commiisianer*  of  National  Edoeation 
in  Ireland,  411, 113, 117 
Priwna,  Ireland,  ST9 

MoKCKTorr,  Mr.  F.,  Staffordthiri,  W. 
lloQiing  of  Iba  Working  Clauea  (England), 
Sit,  ISOO;  Comm.a<M.  «J.  1838 

Monk,  Mr.  C.  J.,  Oloueetter  City 

Criminal  Law  Amendmonl,  Comm.  cl.  1,  T30 
SuBi  Caoal— Ttie  Pitria  Conference,  1400 


MoKSOiT,  Lord 

Medical  RetiafDiiqaalifiaation  ElemoTal,  II 

MoBLXY,  Mr.  S.,  Bri*tol 

Crimian!  Law  Amendment,  Comm.  et.  1,  721  : 
add.  tl.  8S1 

Moroeeo — Supprtiiion  o/Joumab 

Qnostioni,  Mr.  Ijibonchere.  Mr.  M'Coan  ;  An< 
•wor»,  The  Under  Secretarj  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affuin  (Mr.  VoaAe)  July  31,  0S9 

MoTTTTF-TxHFLX,  Lord 
Criminal  Law  Amendment,  Common)  Ameadti. 

CoQiid.  1051 
Parliament — Palace  of  Weatmineter — nonaeof 

Lords  —  Fresooei  in    the    Peera'    Kobing 

Room,  13 
Rlrer  Thamei  (No.  2),  Comm.  33S  ;  B«part. 

«/.  e.  Ameodt.  314 :  3R.  1303,  1030 
Smoke  Nnlunce  Abatement,  SR.  481 
Telegraph  AoU  Amendment,  2R.  1030, 103T 

HoTOable  Bwellii^B  BiU         (ifr.  Digby, 

Mr.  SUM,   Xt.  Burt,  Mr.    tTartm.  Mr. 
Broad^uTil) 
e.  Read  3°,  after  debate  Aug  10,  1705  [BUI  939] 

Bill  withdrawn  ■  Aug  13 

MuNDELLA,  Bight  Hon.  A.  J.,  Shefisid 
Crimioal    Law   Amendment,  Comm.  add.  tt. 

807, 8S8 
Sccretarf  for  Scotland,  Comm.  900 

Mtimtz,  Mr,  P.  A.,  Warwiekthire,  N. 
Law  and  Police— "Fall  Mill  Gaiette"— Pub- 
lloatioa  of  OCTsniiTe  Aniotea,  SI 

Nafizr  of  Magdala,  Lord 

DerrncGi  of  the  Empire  —  Armament*  and 
MonillonaofWar,  1724 

National  Debt  Bill  {B<u-Uf  idi^igk) 

i.  Committee*;  Report JuJy 37 

Read  3*  *  ^u^  SS 

Roral  A«Mnl  July  31     [48  A  49  VUt.a.  41] 

Natt  {Mi»eeUaneotu  Qmittont) 
Aecountma  General  of  the  Natg,  Qoeelioa,  Sir 
John  Uar ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  (Lord  (ieorga  Hamilton)  Avg  1, 
10S2 
Conititatian  of  At  Admrmlty^A  Ptmamnt 
Fimmet  Ltrd,  Qaeation,  Mr.  Bereaford : 
Aniwer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiraltj 
(Lord  George  Hamilton)  Jvlg  38,  943; 
Qneitions.  Sir  John  llaj,  Hr.  Gra;  ;  An- 
swers, The  First  l.ord  of  the  Admiralty 
(Lord  George  Hamilton)  At^  i,  lOBl 
Fitiante  and  EKpeaditurt  —  Tk»  Vote  of 
Credit  —  Report  of  the  Ctmmitlei  of  In- 
vetligalion,  (Ineation,  Mr.  t'uleslon  ;  An- 
swer, The  First  Lord  of  the  Admirall;  (Lord 
George  Hamiltoo)  Aug  11,  17S0 


ISEaSION    I8S4-5I        NOL        OBB 


Nirr — CMi. 

Zhtkyard  EKptndilttre,  Qusationa,  Mr.  Pale- 
iton.  Sir  11.  DrDmmand  Wolff;  Answen, 
Tha  First  Lord  of  the  himin\Kj  (Urd 
Gfforfia  Hamilton)  July  30,  515  ;  Quntioii, 
Mr.  Courier  :  Aniwtr,  The  Firat  Lord  of 
the  Adminit;  (Lord  George  HamiltOD) 
Jtily  SI.  STl 

B.M.3.  "  Vruiier,"  Qaeilian,  Sir  John  lUj  ; 
Anawer,  The  SMretBi?  w  the  Adminiltj 
(Mr.  Ritobie)  Jills  30,  All 

yavai  Cowtl  Martial— Collitum  bttieten  tlie 
■•  Btcia"  andll,!  ■•  ChetTfid,"  Qii«tion,  Mr. 
Qile* :  Anewsr,  The  Seoretirj  of  Si 
the  Home    Deputmeat 
CrDai).Ju^ll.lT33 

Tbi  EvoUuionary  Squadron,  Qaeation,  Mr. 
Goorlar  ;  Anawer,  The  Firat  Lord  of  the 
Admimltj  (Lord  George  Uamiltoa)  Aug  0, 
1370;  QueatioD,  Sir  John  H&jr ;  Anawer, 
The  Prr^t  Lord  of  the  Admiraltj  (Lord 
George  Hamilton)  Aug  II,  1T31 
S.M.S.  "  Aj<u,"  QueitioDi,  Hr.  Beresford, 
Sir  John  ll»j  ;  Answer*,  Tba  Pirat  Lord  of 
tbe  Admiraltf  (Lord  Oeorgo  Hamilton) 
Julil  SS,  313 

Torptdo  Crtwi,  Qnaation,  Mr.  Patsaton ; 
Anawer,  The  Cirll  Lord  of  the  Admirallj 
(Mr.  Aahmead-Bartlett)  July  3U,  615 
The  Navy  LUt  —  Warrant  d^tiri,  Qneation, 
Capwin  Price ;  Amwer,  The  Firal  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  (Lord  Georgs  Hamtltan) 
July  30,  G09 

yavy  and  Army  Exptnditurt,  1883-4 


r  the  f 


and  De 


I  for  NuTj  and 
Arnif  Serrioea  in  the  jetr  ended  an  the  Slat 
da7  of  March  1B81,  and  the  temporarj 
aanetion  obtained  from  the  Treaaurj  b;  the 
liaTj  and  Armf  Depnrtmeata  to  Eipenditure 
Dot  prorided  for  in  the  Qranli  for  that  jear. 
To-morrow  July  3T 

Ordered,  That  the  Appropriation  Aoeounta  fbr 
tbe  NiTj  and  Armj  Departments,  which 
were' presented  upon  the  2Srd  dajt  of  Ftb- 
rnarj  Ust,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 

Reaolatlona  ooiiaidered  in  Committee  and 
agreed  (o  /uZy  39, 16S 

Beaolutioni  reported  July  30 

Kewdeoate,  Mr.  0.  N.,  Waneiehhirt,  N. 

,   Conaolidftted  Fnnd  (Appropriation), 3R.  ISIS 
Parliament — Buiinea*  of  the  House,  84S 
Sipplj~(tuean'i  Coitagea  in  Ireland,  353,  Seo 
Trade  and  Naiigntlon  Aoeonnts — Impertttion 
of  Oattle,  Ao.  from  Ireland,  1051) 

Ntv)  Ouiiua,  High  Committiontr  of 

Qoeatioo,  Sir  George  Campbell ;  Anawer,  The 
Ghuoellor  of  tbe  Eioheqoer  July  3T,  SO 
[See  title  Watem  Paeific\ 

Nbwport,  Viscount,  Shropthire,  y. 
Cjprui  (Pinance,  Ad.) — Landing  Datiaa,  03 

Nolan,  OoIodsI  J.  P.,  Oalwajf  Co. 

Army  Retimalei— Wirlilie  Stores,  133 
Wldowa'  Panaions,  ^.  171, 113 


NouK,  Colonel  J.  P.— cmt. 
Cattle  Importation  —  Canadian  and 

Cattle,  1737 
Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation),  3R.  1319 
Contagiona  Diaesses  (Animala)  Acta — Ptenro. 

Pnenmonia  in  Ireland,  1069 
Educational   Endowmenta    (Ireland),    Comm. 

el.  le,  Amendt.  1B05 
LabDuren( Ireland)  (No.  3),  Comm.  cl.  1,902; 

cl.  11.  IOCS  ;  Lorda  Amend ts.  Consid.  1S9I 
Lond   Purchase  (Irelan<l),  2EI.    lOSO,   1083  : 
Comm.  el.  3,   lOBO  ;    cl.  8,  1882  ;    add.  el. 
1T0I.1703;  Conaid.ddif.  r;.  ISIO 
Parliament— liusin ess  of  the  llouie,  1161 
Poet  OEBee— Poital  Dalajs,  1730 
Supply — Commiaaionen  of  National  Edoeation 
in  Ireland,  135,  439,  110 
Diaturnpiked  and  Main  Roads  in  England 

and  Wilea,  39 1 
Peterhrnd  Uarboar,  185,  180, 187 
Poat  Office  Packet  Seritee,  182 
PriaoQS,  Ireland,  Motion  for  reporting  Pro- 

greaa,  377,  3  TB 
Queen's  Colleges  in  Ireland,  SAB 
Beport,  Kea.  I,  598  ;  Res.  3,  618 
WajB  and  Means — InUnd  RoTenoe.— Grooers' 
Lieenoea  (IrsUnd),  836 

NoRTHOOTZ,  Hon.  H.  8.  (Finanoial  Se- 
cretarj,  War  Department),  ExtUr 
Arm; — Clothing  Department— Military  Tern- 
porarj  Clerks,  1167 
Military    Expedition    (o    the    Sondan  — 
Widowi  of  Soldiers,  1733 
Arm;  Estimates— Military  Edueation,  163 
Retired  Allowances  to  OQioers  of  Militia, 

A«.  Foroea,  176 
War  Office,  169 

NoswooD,    Ur.   0.  U.,  Kingilon-tipan- 
Sull 
Railwara  (Englaod   and  Wales)  —  Terminal 
Charges,  1019 

O'Beibk,  Sir  P.,  Zing't  Co. 

ConaolidBled  Fund  (Appropriation),  3R.  133t, 

121T. 1249 
Parliament — Prifilege— Spe««h  of  Mr.  Btight, 

Jalf  31,Rea.3Ttt 
Sapplj  —  Diaturnpiked  and  Main  Riuda    In 

England  and  Walea,  381 

O'Bbien,  Ur.  W.,  Malioie 

Conaolidatod  Fnnd  (Appropriation),  8R.  1328 


52S 


Lt  Dundolk, 


Commiarionera  of   National    Edsoation^ 

Erection    of    New   Sehooli  —  Building 

Materials,  1570 
Fiaharj  Flora  and   Harboura — GrejstonM 

Harbour,  1T33 
L«w  and  Police— Illegal  Fishing  in  Kildare 

— Inaanilarr  Honaaa  at  Kill,  lOlS 
Poat  OSoe— Sorters  in  Irish  UaU  Trains, 

833 
Pubtio  Worlci — Deduotioaarraa)  Road  Con- 

tractors'     Aoeonnts  —  Mr.   F.    Morria, 

Seoreiarj   to  Grand  Jur;,    Co.   Chire, 

1017 


glc 


ff  BwBie,  Mr.  W,— wml. 

Relnf  of  Dislrei*  Act,  1980— Loini— Co. 

DonegBl,  630.  BSl 
Rorkl  ]rl*fa  Con«t«ba!>T7 — PBDiioDan,  SO 
InUod — RegiitratioD   of  VoUrt  Act — ftnai- 

AaiiitftDt  Rsriging  Batriitsn,  I«87,  1730 
L[at  ut  Voleri— Deri?,  819 
Printing  of  the  Voting  l.iiti,  Co.  Anugh, 
5d  ;— SupplsmsDtal  Litti,  B3T,  828 
P«r1UnieB(—Priiiteg«— Speech  of  Mr.  Bright, 

Juif  S4,  R«i.  2SS,  268 
Sapplf— <t<iwn'i  CollegeB  la  Ireland.  313 

O'OoMiTOB,  Mr.  A.,  QuMn't  Co. 

Armjf— Lin«  Battaliona  on  Foreign  Serrioi — 

The  Rojal  Iriih  nnd  the  E>it  Sarrej,  839 
Armjr  Ealimitei — Proviiiona,  Fontgo,  iK.  lOB 

Warlike  S to na,  122,  H3 
E^grpt  (Sondsn)  -Garriaan  of  Kaaiala,  <4 
Evidence  bj  Commitaion,  Comm.  207 
Irelind—MagiiCraoj— Mr.  Uani  White,  J.P., 

1371,  1872 
Land  Pnrohaae  (Ireland),  Comm.  el  3,  1683 
Parliament — Buaineta  or  the  Eaaae,  6t)0 
Prinoe  Henrjr  of  Battenberg'a  Nataralitalion, 

Comm.  683 
Soothwark  and  Viaihall  Water,  3R.  *S 
Sopplf  (Supplementurj  Eatimatel)— ClTJICoD- 
tlnEencies  Fund,  fto.  190 
Psterhead  Harbour,  IBS 


O'CoBKOH,  Mr.  T.  P.,  ealwa;/ 

Conaolidaled  Fund  (Appropriatioo),  3R.  1240, 

1211 
Countj  Officer*  and  Courtl  (Ireland)   (Pan- 

aians},  Comm.  add,  el,  ISIS 
Egj'pt  (Soudan)— Suok  in -Barber  Railxaj,  833 
Irelnnd  —  Poor    Law  ^  Galwaj    and   Arran 

laland  Diapenaariea.  S18 
tab«uren(lceUnd)(No.  2),  Comm.  ef.  4,  S8B; 

el.  9,  991;  ci.  12,  fi97,  998,  1003;  el.  IS, 

Amendt.  1008 ;  el.  iS,  1012 ;  add.  ct.  1017, 

1033, 1024 
Papal  See— Diplomatio  OommuDieation  with 

the  Vatican- Sir   George  Errington,   6SS, 

ess 

ParlianeDt— BDtlDeiiofthe  Honae.  B17,  B4S 
Parliament — Priiilege — Speech  of  Mr.  Bright, 

Jalr  31,  Rea.  351.  37S,  236 
Sopplf — Commiaiionera  of  National  EdocatioD 
In  Ireland,  138 
Qneen'a  Collcgei  in  Ireland,  339 
Report,  Rea.  1,939,531 

O'QoauAK  Mabon,  The,  Clare 

Ireland — In  land  Navigation  and  Drainage— 
KUkse  Drainage,  1013,  116S 

O'Kellt,  Mr.  J.,  SosoommiM 
Krmj  Eatimatea—ffarlike  Storea,  I2l 
Labourara  (Ireland)  (No.  2),  Comm.  el.   Ifi, 

1O07 
Parliament— PriTllsge—Speeoh  of  Mr.  Bright, 

Julj  31,  Rea.  300 
Supplf— Queen's  Colleges  in  Ireland.  316 
Supply  (SuppkmcDtnrj  tstimalea} — Peterhead 

il  arbour,  180 


Okslow,  Mr.  D.  R.,  Guildford 

Criminal  Lav  Amendment,  Comm.  el.  3,  939  ; 

el.  5,  Amendt.  T78  ;  add.  el.  SIT  ;  Coiwid. 

add.  el.  1106,  1113,  HIS.  113E 
Eaal  India  Anaj  Fanaiona  DeBcienoj,  SR.  61 1 
Houaing  of  the   Working    Claaioa  (England), 

Cooini.  d.  a,  1301  ;  ct.  13,  1828 
India — EaaC  India  RoTenne  Acconnta — AnoDal 

Financial  StnteineDt,  Comm.  1370 
Infanta,  3R.  Motion  for  Adjournment,  102S  ; 

Comm.  18S6 


OasiTAircE — Surveyor  General  (tee  Daw- 
hat,  Hon.  G.  0.) 

O'Shea,  Mr,  W,  H.,  Clare 

Count;  OScen  and   CourCa   (Ireland)   (Peo- 

aioua),  Comm.  add.  et.  IS17, 
Laboarera  (Ireland)  (No.  2),  Comm.  el.   18, 

1011 
Land   Purchaie    (Ireland),    Coiuid.   add.    el. 

1841,  IBie 

Otwat,  Sir  A.  J.  (Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees of  Ways  and  Means  and 

Deputy  Speaker),  Roeheiter 
Armj  Ealimatei — Proriaiona,  Forage,  &e.  78, 

80,81 
Criminal  Lav  Amendment,  Comm,  el.  3,  603. 

eoi,  606,  615,  B16  \  el.  3,  639,  696 :  el.   4, 

718.  781,  763,  76B,  768;  el.  6,  708,  768. 

7Ta,  7T7,  jaa,  783 :  el.  6.  791,  793  :  el.  IS, 

805,  8U7  ;  add.  el.  861,  882,  888,  89S,  903, 

001,911 
Edinburgh  Exienaion  and  Soweiage,  Conttd. 

41,43 
Educational    Endowmenti  (Ireland),    Comm. 

el.  4. 1B07 
Ilonaing  of  the  Working  Clauei  (England), 

Comm.  el.  3,  1796,  1799,  1801,  1304  ;  ct.  13, 

1837;  £1.14,1835 
India  — Eaat  India  Revenue  Aocouuta— Annoal 

Financial  StalemeoC,  Comm.  1378, 1379 
Labouren  (IreUnd)  (No.  3).  Comm.  el.  3,  984  ; 

el.  16.  1009  ;  et.  18,  1014  ;  add.  H.  1015, 

1018,  1023  ;  Coniid.  add.  cl.  1191 
Und  Purehaae  (Ireland).  Comm.  c^  3,  1SS7, 

1661  ;  el.  7,  1679;  el.V,  1686  ;  e/.  17,  1093; 

add.eL  16BS,  1699,  1701 
Looal  Qoremment  (Ireland)  Pro liaional  Order*, 

Lorda  Amendti.  Conaid.  el,  B,  1668 
ParllamaDtarj  Eleotiona  (Raturoing  OSoera), 

Comm.  add.  el,  303,  307 
Publio  Worka  Loans,  Comm.  add.  el.  981, 983, 

983 
Ramadan  Eatalo,  3R.  1031, 103S,  1198 
Rathminea    and    Rathgar    Tovnabip,    Lorda 

Amendta.  to   Commona  Amendt*.    Conaid. 

385 
SecretarT  for  Scotland,  Comm.  el.  5,  1149  : 

el.  e,  1160,  116T,  1170  ;  Schedule,  1173 
Sunderland     Corporation,     Lorda     Amendta. 

Oonsid.  1033 
iSupplj — Commisaicners  of  National  Education 
in  Ireland,  400,  fOl,  102,  138, 153 
I'oat  Office  Packet  Service,  181 
Priaooa,  Ireland,  380 


PA.G        FAB        {SESSION    1884-5] 


Faobt,  Mr.  B.  H.,  SomtruUhir*,  Mid. 
CammiuIoDSnof  CnitoiDi— A  B«port,  628 
CoDtAgioiii  DiMMBi  (Aoinuili]  AoM — Strioe — 

Tbs  Ordan  in  Caunotl,  £23 
Supply— Frisoni,  Ireland.  379 

Papal  See,  Tht — Biphmatie  Commwtita- 
tioH  tcith  tht  Vatiean — Sir  Qeorgt 
Errington 
QncBtloDi,  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor :  Aiiaveri, 
The  Undar  Secratsr;  of  SUM  for  ForeigD 
A&ir*  (Mr.  Bourke)  July  31,  666  ;  Obier- 
Tationa,  Mr.  O'Brim;  thotC  debata  thereon 
Aug  9,  13S8 

PAaKKE,  Mr.  C.  8.,  Perth 

Edinburgh  Eltansion  and  Seweraje,  Conlid. 

43 
Parliament— Bai[neta  of  the  Hoam,  1683 
Sea  Fiiberiu  (Soolland)  Amendment,  CoDtld. 

el.  4,  Amendt.  lSfl9,  1610 
Secretarjp   for  Sootland,   Comm.  el.  S,  lt6T> 

1168 

^stUatiunt 

LORDS— 
JVi'vote  itilb.  Standing  Ordera  Nos.  10.,  33., 
68.,  67.,  64.,  36.,  lU..  IIS.,  134.,  and  17»., 
ooDiidered  and  amanded ;  and  to  ba  printed 
M  amended  (No.  337)  Auff  3 

Po/oM  of  WeHmituUr—Hoiae  of  Lari*—  Tht 
Frttcoei  in  the  Petri'  Robing  Room,  Q^ea- 
tioD,  ObierTationi,  Lord  Laminglon.;  Raplf, 
Lord  Hrnniker ;  abort  debate  tbereon 
July  37,  13 

COMMONS— 

TSE  .vew  rules  of  PROCEDORB 
Rult  2  {A(^mtmtntnt  o/  tht  Haute) 
The  Royai  CommUiion  on  Oie  Defireition  a/ 

Trade   and  Indititry—Comtitvtioa  of  the 

MoTed,  "That  thia  llonaa  do  now  adjoi 
{Mr.  Broadhurtt)  Aug  11,  171S  ;  wher* 
a  nomber  of  Mamben— loia  than  40 — ri»ing  , 
in  tbeir  places,  tha  hon.  Member  coald  not 
proceed  with  bis  Motion 
StTTllfaS  A2fDADJ0CRNMENT0FTME 
BOUSE 
Moied,  "  That  thia  Qonae  do  now  adjourn ' 
{Sir  Benry  SoUand)  Jaly  29,  47S ;  after 
abort  debate,  it  being  Six  of  the  clock  the 
Houie  atood  adjourned  till  To-morrow 

BUSINESS  OF  TBE  BOUSE 
nePnrogation 

Uo*ed,  "  That  the  Standing  Ordera  relating  to 
Wednaadajr  Sittings  be  eoepended  To-mor- 
row"  (ifr.  CtaneeUifr  of  the  Exchtquer) 
Auf  II,  1743  :  alter  abort  debate,   Motion 

BUSUfSSS  OF  THE  HOUSE  AXDPUBLIC 

BUSINESS 
Qnesliona,  Sir  Edward  Colebrooke.  Mr.  Lewii ; 

Aniwera,  The  C I  inn  eel  lor  o  I  the  Eiehequer 
Vol.  OOC,       flKiED   SBftisa.]  [catti. 


PiauunMT  — Comioas — BuMin 

and  Fublit  Bunnett—oonf 
July  21,  eS:  (ineation.  Si 


t  a/  the  Bailee 


_ George  Camp- 

bell;  Anawer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exohe- 
qner  July  30,  627  ;  Quoationa,  Mr  Arthur 
O'Connor,  Mr.  Ubouohere ;  Anawen,  Tha 
Chancellor  of  the  Excheqner  Juls  31,  SSO  i 
Qaeatiom,  Sir  Wiltinm  lUnjourt,  Mr.  Ser- 
jeant Simon,  Mr.  Newdegate  ;  Anawera,The 
Chaneellor  of  the  Exohequer  Aug  3,  843 ; 
Quealiona,  The  Marqueai  of  Hartington, 
Mr.  A.  R.  D.  Elliot ;  Anawen,  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exoheqnor.  The  SecreUrr  of 
State  for  the  Home  ileparlment  (Sir  R, 
AMheton  Croaa)  Aug  4,  1063  ;  Queation, 
Mr.  West ;  Anawer,  The  Chancellor  of  tba 
Eichequar,  1064;  Queationa,  Mr,  Ubou- 
chere.  Mr.  A.  R,  D.  Elliot ;  Anaweri,  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Eiohequer,  The  Seorelar; 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Sir  R. 
Aaaheton  Croaa)  J«J  8,  1286  ;— Jf<ni»(«r«»( 
Stattment,  (Jueationa,  The  Marqueai  of 
Hartington,  Generel  Sir  George  Balfour, 
Sir  John  llaj.  Colonel  Colthurat,  Ur.  Jamea 
Stuart;  Anawora,  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Eiohequer,  The  Praaident  of  the  Looal  Go- 
Terament  Board  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  Aug  10, 
1682  :  —  Land  Pwrchaa  [Ireland}  BiU, 
Queation,  Mr,  Findlater :  Anawar,  Tha 
Chief  Secrottrj  for  Ireland  (Sir  W.  Dart 
D>ke)  JtUy  2T,  67  ;  QuaMiona,  Mr.  Brodriok, 
Mr.  Serjeant  Siiuon  :  Anawera,  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  .JupS,  1384;  Que*' 
tiona,  Mr.  Brodrick.  Colonel  Nolan,  Mr. 
Sedoo  ;  Anawera,  The  Chancellor  of  tba 
Ewheqoar  Aug  T,  \i5l ;  —  UnivertilUt 
{Scotland^  BiU.  Queation,  Mr.  ffebater ; 
Anawera,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  tha 
Home  Department  (Sir  B.  Aaibalon  Croas), 
The  Chanoallor  of  the  ICiohequer  Julg  38, 
m-,— Criminal  Jjxw  Amendment  BiU, 
Queation,  Captain  Price ;  Answer,  The 
Chancellor  of  tha  Eichequsr;  ObserTationa, 
Mr.  Shaw  Leferre,  The  Chancellor  of  Che 
Exchequer  J»Iy  30,  5^5  :  —  CotaBlidatei 
Fund  {Appropriatitin')  Bill.  Queationa,  Mr. 
Jamea  Stuart,  Mr.  Labonehere,  Mr.  T.  P. 
O'Connor;  Anawera,  Tha  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  Aug  3,  847  i—pBliet  En/ran- 
ehitement  BiU.  Quealion,  Mr.  Coleridge 
Kennard;  Anawer,  The  Ch.^noellor  of  the 
Eiobeqnor  Aug  3.  848  ;— LaJoureM  {Ire- 
land] Bill,  Queationa,  Mr.  Grar,  Mr.  Saiton, 
Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor  :  Anawera.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  The  Atleraej  Ge- 
neral lor  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes)  Aiy  3, 848  : 
—Secretary  for  ScuUand  BiU,  Queation,  Sir 
LjonPlarbir:  Anawer,  The  Chaneellorof 
tha  Eiohequer  Aug  3, 840 
Bauie  of  CommwM— OJlcwa  of  thit  Himie~- 
The  Serjeant  and  Deputy  Serjtayil,  Qaet- 
lion.  Sir  Elobert  Fowler;  Anawer,  Tha 
Chancellor  of  the  Eiohequer  July  38, 346 

Parliamtnt  —  Privilege  —  Spieeh  of  3£r. 
Bright,  July  24 
HoTed,  "That  tha  eipreaaiona  in  tha  Speech 
of  the  Ri«ht  honourable  John  Bright,  de- 
livered in  the  Weatminatcr  Palace  Hotel  on 
Fri-lnj  niglit,  the  Sllh  of  Julj,  aa  reported 
ill  Tin  Duifg  Neait  of  Saturdar,  the  Sith  of 

3    S  [«•»<. 
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Partiatnetit  —  Privilege  —  SpetA  ef  Mr.  John 
Bright,  July  3t— coot. 
July.  ohargiDg  thit  Mrtaia  Membere  *  who 
probw  to  be  reprewatatitM  «f  iTsland,  aod 
who  lit  in  Ihkt  charutsr  Id  tbs  Hodw  of 
Commona,  are  diilorKl  to  tbs  Crawa,'  and 
tbat  '  tfaej  hare  ezbibitcd  a  boandlMi  irm- 

githj  for  eriminaU  and  murderera,'  are  a 
reach  of  the  PriTilegea  of  the  Houbo  "  (3fr. 
aallan)  Jutv  28,  350  ;  alter  dsbate,  Oaei- 
tion  pot ;  A.  93,  N.  IS*  j  M.  131  i  Ut. 
Lilt,  A  A  N,  SOS 

FAItLIAlCEin>— HOITBB  OF  LOSSB 

Iffto  Fttrt 

July  37— Aleiander  William  George  Earl  Fife 
in  that  part  of  the  Uoited  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britaia  aod  Ireland  oalied 
Ireland.  K.T.,  created  Earl  of  Fife 
The  Right  Honourable  Sir  William 
Baliol  Brett.  Knight.  Matter  of 
the  Holla,  orsated  Baron  Eaher  of 
Eaber  in  tbe  eonntr  of  Snrrer 

/uIvISS— Sir  Kobert  Jsmea  Lojd  -  Lindia}, 
K.C.B.,  V.C,  oi^ated  Baron  Wan- 
tags  of  Lookinge  in  the  ooontj  of 
Berka 

S^i  m  Oath  for  th*  Firit  Tim* 
J«Iy  SO— Tbe  Lord  Biihop  of  Traro 

8at  Fint 

July  81— Tbe  Lord  KeD;oD,  after  the  death  of 
hii  grandiather 

Farliammtars  Mtetiona 

Bye  Eteetion,  Queatloiu,  Mr.  Labouebere, 
Sir  Henrj  James;  Aoswen,  Tbe  AttomBf 
General  (Sir  BJchard  Webatar}  July  SO,  S3T 
Vit  of  SaHonal  Elemgntary  School  Aeenu, 
Quegtion,  Mr.  Jena  Colliogs  ;  Anawer,  Tha 
Vice  Preaidant  of  the  Connoil  (Mr.  E.  Stan- 
hope) Aug  i,  1044 

[See  Utie  fUfUtratiim  ef  Votert] 

fftrliamentarr  Electioiu  (Corrnpt  Prac- 
tical) Bill  {Eitrl  Btmuhsmp) 

I.  Oommittae  •  ^uly  33  (No.  319) 

Report"  Ju^  80 

Beads'"  Ail/ 81  „ 

Royal  Auent  Aug  i    [48  A  U  Vut.  o.  68] 

PirliunfliitarT  Electioiu  (BetaminK  Offl- 
c«n)  Bill 

(Jfr.  Attonuy  deaend,  Sir  CharUi  Dilkt) 
e.  Committee  J  lUport/ui]""  '""    '"ni  om 

Oooilderwl  Jufy  SO.  681 

Read  3**  July  31 
I.  ttMd]"lLordChaiM4Uor)  Aitf  S  (No.  331) 

EeadS-'Ju?*  ,      . 

Committee* ;  Report  Aff  8 

Read3'*.i<V  7 

PAawBLL,  Mr,  0.  8.,  Cori  Citg 
jMd  Furcbaie  (Ireland),  3R.  1103 


Patent  Lav  Amsndmeat  Bill 

{Sir  Farrtr  BtrtihtU,  Mr.  Bol^t) 
Committe«-m.p.  Ju/y  37.  210         [Bill  1«] 
Committee  ■  ;  Report :  read  9*  Jitt]f  28 
l.f^n.AV^{LordFiuG^ra:d)Jl^l9Sfi(,lit.m) 
Reada**  Juij/31 

CommiUee"  i  Report ;  road  »'Aii§  S 

Patkiok,  Mr.  E.  W.  Qoca^ui-.AfrMn, 

SeorataiT  for  Sootland,  Odob.  M4 

PsAflE,  Mr.  A.,  mith 

Supply  (Snpplementwy  EetimaU*)— Pttwta" 
Harbonr,  18S 

Pbkl,  Right  Hon.  A.  W.  (»»  Srauof 

The) 

Pell,  Mr.  A.,  LHoetUnhir*,  8. 

HoniiDg  of  the  Working  CtaiMa  (Ei^tafl. 
Comm.  17S4:  d.  1.  Ameodt.  17*%  17W. 
1768 1  «1. 3, 1760, 1817 

PsEOY,  Lord  A.  M.  A.,  1F4ikmm*t^ 


Ptm  and   Chili  —  J**  ^rmia»  Sm^ 
holdtrt 
Qneitioni,  Mr.  WilliMuon,  lit.  Laboartiw; 

Anawera,  Tbe  Under  Saaratarr  of  State  ftr 
Foreign  Affaire  (  Mr.  Bonrke)  Aug  4,  1W8 ; 
Qoeationi. Hr.  Williamson. Sir  Ueory^tat: 
Anawera,  Mr.  Speaker.  The  Under  Seontaif 
of  Sute  for  Foreign  ASain  (Mr.  Booika) 
Aug  T,  144S 

PiOToiT,  Mr.  J.  A.,  LMMttft  B». 

Cbnroh  of  England  —  E '' 

Sabam  Toney,  1278 
Crinunal  Law  Amendment,  Comm.  «L  I,  6M : 

d.  4,  743.  763  ;    Ameodt.  763,  785,  768  ; 

add.  (i.  904,  909;  Condd.  oAd.  ef.  188*: 

d.  S,  1188 :  d.  9,  1187 
HoDBiDK  of  tbe  Working  ClaMea  (Eoglia^, 

Oomm.  ol.  8.   1773,  18D9:   COMld.  ei  8. 

1889  ,^ 

Law  and  Julioo— JeAiei'  Cue— Ur.    Vm, 

Q.C.,  Aaalitant  Jndga,  679 
ParlUmentary  Voten-Regi^mUo*  o(  Te»W 

in  Agrioaltnral  Diitiiete,  1088 
Soienoe  and  Art— KwJaatiow  ia  DfHMf 

Failnrai  to  Faaa,  678 

PLAT7AIS,  Bieht  Hon.  Sir  Lron,  JVm- 

iuTffh  aniSt.  Andrtut't  Ukivertiliu 

Criminal    Law   Ameaduant,  Ootm.  aM.  iL 

880,881 
ParUanant— BntiiMeB  of  tbe  Hotaa,  tlS 
SaorebuT  for  Seotland,  Cooim.  Vtl,  871 :  <<.  ^ 
980:  at.  S,  1137,  nil:  •(■  8,  1189.  lll» 
1168, 1189  .-,  , 

r,   iz^.i.XiOO'^IC 
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pLUNKBT,   B^bt   Hon.   D.  B.    (First 
Gommissioner  of  Works),    Dublin 
UkittrMitf 
0«Mral  Gordan— DMigD  font  Status,  837 
Lud  PnrobMe  (Iralaad).  2R.  1093;  Comm. 

1633  T  d.  3,  1S49  :  Conitd.  add.  d.  1843 
Pwki    (Mfltropolii)— RegBofa  Ftrk— [U.«a> 

eloinrs  afL«nd.  104S.  1169 
Sopplr,  lUport,  Rb>.  4,  018,  5S3.  SSi 

SapplBinBiitarj    EitlnutM  —  Hariborough 
UoiuB,  184 

Pluralities  Bill  {Xr.  Aeimd,  Mt. 

Eimari  Soward,  Sir  JaKn  ZinnuiMy,  Lord 
Bimrd  Oavtitdiik) 
e.  CoDildtred*  ;  rtU  3fJitly  37        [B[11  341] 
I.  RMd    1>'    (Tbr    Ltrd   Bitkep  tf   LmSn) 
JtUy  SS  {No.  313} 

Rod  3*  /Hfo  30,  4S8 
Committee  '  ;  Report  dug  9 
R«m13'*^i9  4 
Ro7kl  Aneni  dngi      [IS  A  19  FiH.  e.  01] 

Polshunptoa  BBtatoi  Bill 

(B4trlf/UdMUfh) 
l  ConmitlM'  ;  Report  Jh^  37        (Ko.  183) 
RMd9*/>>^38 
Bard  Aumt  July  31    [48  A  49  FtA  c.  10] 

Police  Enfrsncliisement  Extouiaa  Kll 

(Jfr.  Ci>leridg4  ICtnttard,  Sir  Rmry  StMn- 

Iit4lnii,  Sir  E*itrw  Drummond  Wilff,  Mr. 

Count,  Lard   dtud  Join  Stmillon,   Mr. 

Seitrt  Fowler,  Mr.  Reid,  Mr.  BouUmeortk, 

Mr.  Otorgt  EUial) 
t.  Q,aaitioii,  Mr.  Coleridge  Keaoud  ;    Auwsr, 

Mr.  Brroe  July  31,  074 
OHn  for   Committee  read:   Hond,  "That 

Mr.  Speaker  do  now  Isan  the  Cbair  "  Aug  S, 

13ei 
MoTed,  "  That  the  Debate  be  nov  adjonrned  " 

{Mr.  MargoH  Uogd)  -.  it  being  a  qoarter  of 

an  honr  beTora  Sii  oF  the  olooll,  ths  Debate 

Btood  adjoorned 
Adjoomsd  Debate  mnmed  Aug  T,  1938 
MoTed,  "  That  the  Debate  be  farther  adjoamed 

till  Mondaj  next ; "  aTter  ihort  debate,  Uotioo 


Bill  withdrawD  *  Aug  IS 


[BiU  319] 


FooB  Lav  fGNOLAin)  abd  Walks) 
CMiKiy  DmoK—Ur,  Dama,  Medieat  Ofieer, 
Qaettion,  Mr.  Thorold  Roger* ;  Aniver, 
'Hw  Preiidant  of  (he  Looal  UoTerDmBat 
Board  (Ur.  A.  J.  Balfour)  July  3S,  340 
Siingtrford  Beard  of  OuardiaMi—ApprnM- 
SMfK  0/  Matter  md  Matron  for  the  Work- 
ieute,  Qneition,  Mr.  Broadburat ;  Aniwer, 
The  Preiident  of  the  Local  GoTBromont 
Board  (Mr.  A.J.  Balfour)  Aug  4,  1061 

P«or  Law  Guordituu  (Ireland)  [Cott  of 
Proieeutiont] 
Rn.  ooniidered  in  Committee,  and  agreed  to 

July  38.  383 
Rei.  reported  Jul;/  30 


Poor  Law  Ousrdiatu  {Trtlani)  Bill 
Question,  Mr.  SeUon  \  Answer,  Ths  Attomer 

Genenil  (or  IreUod   (Ur.  Holmei)   Aug  7, 

llfi4 
Lordt'  Amendntenli,  Qaestion,  Mr.  Sexton  ; 

Arnwer,  The  Atlornsr  Geaerol  for  Ireland 

(Mr.  Holmes)  .li^  4,  1068 

Poor  Law  Chutrdiaiu  (Ireland)  Bill 

(Mr.  John  Btdmond,  Mr.   O'Briin,  Mr.    Gray, 

Mr.  Barry) 

0.  Consideration  of  Lords'  Amendment*  deferrvd 

till  Fridar  the  31*t  of  Aagust  Aug  7,  1934 

Poor  Law  TTnions'  Officers  (Ireland)  BiU 

(Sir    William   Hart   Dyke,    Mr.    Attorney 
Omeral/or  Inland) 


Read  3*  Aug  6,  1360 

.  Lords'   Amendt.   oonsidered,  and,  after  abort 

debate,  amsaded,  and  agreed  toJu^lS,  1918 


FoSTIfASTEB     OeITKBAL      (tW     UaNNEBS 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  J.  J.  B.) 

Post  Office    (MitoeBatuoui  Qiuttient) 
Clerti,  Question,  Hr.  Biggar ;  Answer,  The 
Postmaster  General  (Lord  John  Manner*) 
Aug  8,  819 

CMifnub — The  Aauritan  Mail  Sorvioe,  Qjia*< 
tion,  Mr.  Giles ;  Ansursr,  The  Poetmaster 
Gsaeral  (Lord  John  Manner*)  Aitg  1,  104S 

The  Jrith  Mailt.  Que«llon,  Ur.  Seaton  ;  An< 
■wer.  The  Postmaster  General  (Lord  John 
Manners)  Aug  S,  1372 

Jatunuue  of  Pareelt,  Qaeitioa,  Sir  Robert 
Fowler  ;  Answer,  The  Toilmaster  General 
(Lord  John  Mannar*)  Aug  3,  831 

Mail*  to  the  Wettern  lilandt.  Qaestion,  Lord 
Colin  GampbsU  ;  Answer,  Ths  Poitmascer 
Oeoeral  (Lord  John  Manners)  Aug  3,  S87  ; 
Qusstioo,  Lord  Colin  Campbell ;  Answer, 
The  Secratarr  to  the  Treasurj  (Sir  Hear; 
Holland)  Aug  6,  1309 

Po$tat  Dtleyi.  Question,  Colonel  Nolao  ;  A«- 
Bwer,  The  Po*tmul«r  General  (Lord  John 
Haauen)  Aug  II,  1730 

Pre-paymenl  of  Poilage,  Qnettios,  Sir  John 
Ksanawaf  :  Aaawer,  The  Portmaster  Gene- 
ral (Lord  John  Manners)  Jidy  37.  00 

RegiilralioH  of  Ttlegraphic  Aidrettee,  QiiBf< 
lion,  Colonel  Kiaz-Uarman;  Answer,  Ths 
Postmaster  GsDeral  (Lord  John  Manners) 
Aug  7, 1499 

Sixpeum/  Tottgrame,  Qoeetlon,  Hr.  Alderman 
Lawronoe ;  Answer,  Ths  Postmaster  Oaneral 
(Lord  Jobn  Maoneri)  Aug  8,  849 

SuperinUadtntt  of  Sorting  Oficti,  Question, 
Mr.  Sexton  :  Aniwer,  The  Postrntsler 
General  (Lord  John  Manners)  Ang  t,  13T1 
3  S  3 


(  INDEXl 


Fort  Office  Sites  Bill 

{EarlofJidttUifh] 
t.  Report"  Jtdyai  (No. 

ConimiKee  * :   Report  Juiy  28 
Raid  3*  *  July  30 
Ror»l  AMenl  July  31    [48  *  i9  Viet.  < 


M] 


PoWBE,  Mr.    P.  J.,    WalwfwA  Co. 
Conwiidated  Fund  (AppropriatioD),  3K.  1235 
IreUnd  — Law  and    Polioe— WaMrfont   l^rM 
PorcB,  8Se 
KegiitntioD  af  Voters— Riviiioa  SeMioni 
— KilrawthomM  Union,  836 
Ubaar«ra  (Ireland)  (No.  3).  Comm.  d.  S,  984, 

1000;  CoDfid.  f{.  IT.  Amendt.  1193 
Land  ParcbMe(I»[aDd),  Coniid.odcf.  el.  181T 
Snpplr— Queen'*  Collage*  in  IrBlmd,  33S 
Snppl]>  —  Sapplementarj  EitlniaCe*  —  Peter- 
bwd  Harbour,  189 

PowEB,  Mr.  R.,  Wattrferd  Cits 
Ireland— Fiibarr  La**— Ri*«r  Snir— CaM  of 
—  O'Sbea  aad  other*,  113 


Frerentioii  of  Crimes  AaMBdnunt  Bill 

Ce.l.]  (Vr.  Tbrnfifum) 

t.  Order  for  Cmnralttee  read  :  Mond,  "  That  Mr. 
Speaker  do  now  leu's  tbe  Chair"  /u/y  27, 

aio 

Mored,  "  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned  " 
(Ifr,  BopWM^  ;  after  ihort  debate,  QneatloD 
put,  and  agreed  to  ;  Debate  adjourned 

Debate  reaumed  Avj  II,  18ST  ;  Committee; 
Report;  Coniidered  ;  read  3>        [Bill  03] 

PaioK,  Captain  G.  E.,  Sivonport 

Criminal  Law  Amendment,  Comm.  el.  2,  SOS, 

6 14,  617,  621 J  el.  3,  Amandt.  696,  7<I6,  708  ; 

el.  4,  Amandt.  716,   TIS,  733,  TSO  i  el.  6. 

776  :  el.  B,  Amaodc.  78d  ;  el.  12,  806  ;  add. 

el.  B9S 
Defence*  of  tbe  Empire— DeFenos  of  the  Sea- 

porte.SO 
Na*r  Urt— Warrant  Offleen,  seo 
ParliaroenI — Ba*ine*B  ot  tbe  Uenae,  533 

Pbime  MnaaxER  («m  SALiBstJitT,  Mar- 
quess of) 

iVi»M  Etnrg  of  BatUnhtrg'i  Naturtl- 
iutiM  BiU  [h.l.] 

[The  Lrrd  Chanettttr) 
I.  Oertifioate   read ;   petitioner    took   the  Oath 
July  31,  6»2 
The  Queen'*  eooient  iignified  bf  the   Lord 
Chanoellor  ;  Bill  read  3> ;  Report ;  read  3> 
UoTOd,    "That   the  BiU  ba    now  read   !•" 
(Xr.    SttutTt-Wortity,    Undtr  Bieretary   ef 
State/ar  the Samt I>tparlmml)JiUyai,6iil 
Motion  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  1° 
MoraJ,  "That  the  SUnding  Order*  relating  ti 
Natural iiiition  Bill*  be  luapanded,  and  thai 
the   Bill   be  rvnd  3";"   Mution  agreed  to 
Standing  Ordera  luipcndcd  ;  BiU  read  2° 


Prinet  Benry   of  BatUnberg't   NatitrtaUaHim 
BiU— aoDt. 
MoTod,  •'  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair;"  atier atiort  debate,  Motion  agreed 
to;  Committee  ;  Keport;  read  3* 

PrououiioH  of  Ofmeti  Aei,  1879 

Obeerratiani,  The  Earl  of  Powia ;  Replf.  The 
Lord  Chanoellor  (Lord  Halaborr) /uly  31, 

656 

PuUii  Stalth 

The  Clulitra,  Que*tion,  Sir  Waltor  B.  Bart- 

telot ;  Aniwer,  The  Freeident  of  the  Looal 

GoTerament  Board   (Mr.   A.  J.   Ballbnr); 

Qaeition,  Mr.  Brodrick  [noreplr]   Augi, 

iaS2 
The  CMera  in  Spain.    Qjiaetion,   Mr.   La- 

bouehere ;   Aniwar,  The   Pretident  of   the 

Looal  Gorernment  Board  [Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoar) 

July  SO,  531 

[See  title  ifelrefieJu] 

Fablic  Health  (Uembeis  and  OfKcen) 

Bill  [Earl  Sr^amlam) 

I.  Committee  •  Jiily  21  (No.  1S4) 

Report  ■  Jul}/  38 
Read  3>*  Ji^  80 
Rofal  Auent  Auf  t       [48  A  49  Tiet.  c.  53] 

Pablic  Health  (Hetrapolis)  Bill  [b-i~] 

(Tie  Xarqvat  of  8alt$iury) 
I.  PreMinted ;  read  !•  •  Aitg  7  (No.  340) 


Pvblic  Health   (Scotland)   FrorlEloiial 

Order  Bill  {B»rl  Bemuhimp)  14 

I.  EUjal  Auent  Jidy  31  [4B  A  49  Viei.o.  oiirii] 

Fahlic  Health   (Scotlaod)    Provisional 

Ordsr  (No.  2)  BiU     (fori  Bta%ehamp) 
t.  Bead  a*  •  July  80  (No.  188) 

Committee*;  Report  JW^  31 
Read  3>  ■  Aug  3 
Kojal  A>*ent  Aug  6     \ii  A  19  FuH.  o.  otii] 

PnbUc  Health  (Ships,  fte.)  Bill 

(Barl  Breunlots) 

I.  Bead  3»"  July  37  (No.  186) 

Roral  AiMOt  July  31     [48  A  49  ttet.  c  35] 

Public  0^1  SiUAot,  1882 
QueatioD,  ObBerrationi,  Lord  Stratheden  and 
Campbell ;    Replj,  The  Pint   Lord   of  the 
Treaiurj  (Tbe  Earl  of  Iddleileigh)  Aug  U. 


PuUio  Offiem.  The  New  —  Detigntfor  tU 
Nete  War  Office  md  Admiralty 
Question,  1'he  EbiI  of  WemjK  :  Answer,  The 
Pint   Lord  of  tbe  Traaeur;  ( I'be  Earl  of 
Iddealelgb)  Aug  4,  1033 


BAM        (SESSION     1864.5]         EAT        KEG 


Public  Workfl  Loana  Bill 

[Sir  SiHry  HoUaad,  Mr.  DairyntpU) 

e.  Retolution*  in  CommittM  Julg  28,  3SS 

RMolatina*   r«port«d,    and   agreed    to 

ordered 
Initroolion  (o  tbe  gentlsmen  appointed  to  bring 

in  tha   Bill,  Tbat  thaj  da  mahe  proTiaion 

therein  for  the  appolntnient  ol  Publio  Worka 

Loam  Commiiuonen 
a~d  1°  •  /«/y  39  [Bill  35*1 

Read2«"/i(/y3I  ""  ■" 

Oommitlee ;  Report  Aug  9,  0B1 
Read  3*  •  Auf  i 
I  Rwd  !■•  [E.  e/IddaUigh)  Aug6    (No.  23*1 
Ret6  2''Aug6 
Committee*  ;  Keport  Aug  7 
Reads"  Ju;  10 

Puilit  Worki  —  Th»  Hail  Jetty  at  Soty- 
htad 
dneation,  Mr,  Morgan  Llojd  :  Aniwer,  The 
Seoretv;  (o  tbe  Treuur;  (Sir  Henrj  Hol- 
Und)  /uly  27.  <a 

Pdx£BTox,  Ur.  J.  H,,  Dwonport 

Armjt    Eatimatea  —  HiacelUneoaa    ESeotiTe 

Serrioea,  1S4,  163,  Itie 
Ciril   Serrioa  —  Lower  Difiaioa   Clerk*  and 

Writere,  1733.1784 
EdooatioQ  Department— The  London  Sohool 

Board,  1739 
Meiropolia  —  Street  TralDa— Obatraetion   in 

the  Straete,  172S 
Naff— Dooltjard  Eipenditare,  tlS 

Erolatiosarr   Squadron— Torpedo    Orewt, 
61S 
Telegraph  Aoti  Amendment,  580 

Baikes,  Eight  Hon.  H.  0.,  Cambridg* 
Unietrnty 
Criminal  Law  Amendment,  Comm.  oiU.c/.SSfl 
83S,  1103,  885 

Sailwayt  {Engiandand  WalM)~~Ttrminal 
Charge* 
Queetion,  Mr.  Norwood  ;  Anawer,  Tbe  Seore- 
tar;  to  tbe  Board  of  Trade  (Baron  Uenrr 
De  Worma]  Aug  ^,  1019 

Eambat,  Mr.  J,,  Faliiri,  S^e. 
Parliament- Adjournment,  479 
Seoretar;  for  Scotland,  Comni. BIO,  SffS;  el.S 
lUl:  d.  e,  1163, 11S6,  1168 


EATnBONE,  Mr.  W.,  Carnarvtmkiri 

Sapplj,  Report,  Rea.  3,  841 

South  Africa  and  St.  Helena,  4S1 

Raihminei  and  Rathgwr    Totonihu)    Bill 

[ZwA]  {by  Ordtr) 
e.  Lorda  Amendt.  Eo  Commoni  Amendte.  oonai- 

dered,  and,  after  abort  debate,  azread  to 

July  39,  sse 

Eead,  Mr.  C.  S.,  Norfolk,  W. 

Conlagioue  Uiteaaea  (Animala)  Aal«— Plenro> 
Foe uni on ia— Ireland,  818 
Order  in  Council— Swine,  348 
Land  Purchaae  (Ireland),  Sit.  1108 
Lottfrie*  Aot— Foreign  Lotteriea.  14SS 
Public   Bealth  (Metropolia)— PariaMtlon  of 

tbe  Thamee  (Canrej  laland),  1578 
Regiitration  (Supplemenur;)  U«t^  IfiSl 


»  Bttatt  Bill  [JorA]  (iy  Ordtr) 
c.  Order  for  3R.  read  Aug  4,  1034;  Mond, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  re-oommitted  in  retpoot 
to  Claaae  6  "  {Mr.  Arlhur  Ariuld) ;  after 
abort  debate.  Ordered,  That  tbe  Bill  lie 
read  3*  To-morrow 
Mored,  '•  That  tbe  Bill  be  now  read  3°  "  (Sir 

CharUi  FarMler)  Aug  5,  1197 
Amendt.  to  loaro  oat  "now  read  3*,"  add 
"  re-oommitted  in  reapect  of  Claaea  5  "  (Mr. 
Arlhur  Anuld)  v.  Quealion  propoaed, 
••  That '  now  read  3°,"  Ao.  ;  "  aftpr  abort  de- 
bate, (lueation  put;  A.  48,  N.  3J  ;  M.  33 
(D.  U  373) ;  Bill  re.id  3° 


RetiMt   Ltgitlatien—The  SoeiaUttie    Ten- 

Obterrationi,  The  Earl  of  Wemjea  ;  Reply, 
The  Harqucii  of  Saliabnri ;  ahoH  debate 
thereon  July  31,  633 

Becreation     Qroundt—Woodcott      Qrttn, 
Bronuyrovt 
Qoeations,  Mr.  Jeaae  Collinga  ;  Aniwera,  The 
SeoreUr;  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
(Sir  R,  Aaabelon  Crraa)  Aug  11,  1739 

Ebdbsdals,  Earl  of  (Ohairman  of  Oom- 

mittoeB) 

Earldom  of  .Mar  Reatitution,  Oomm.  494  493 

Eipiring  Uwa  Conlinaaooe,  Coram.  1I9S 

Parliament— Palace    of  Weatminaler— Honae 

of  Lorda— Preaooet  in   tbe   Peera'   Elobine 

Room,  13  ' 

Heglstration  Appeals  (Ireland)  Bill  [b.l.1 

{Tlu  Earl  Baauehamp) 
Proaenlcd :  read  l'»Auy3  (No.  32<) 

Read   B«";    Committee   negatived;    read   8' 

Read  3'*  Aug  5  "■  ■" 

Committee;  Report;  read  3*  Aug  7,1313 

Begiitratim  of  VoUrt 

Allegtd  Miteanduel  of  Overieeri,  Qnettion,  Mr 
Thorold  Rogen;  Anawer,  Tbe  Preaidontof 
the  Local  UoTcmment  Board  (Mr  A  J 
Balronr)  Jaig  38,  34S 

SeffUlnuim  of  Votert  in  AgricuUumi  Die- 
IneU.  Queatione,  Mr.  Pieton,  Mr.  Jeaae 
Coilinga ;  Aoawera,  Tbe  Preaidcnt  of  ibe 
Local  GoTernment  Board  (Mr.  A  J  Bal- 
four), The  Sfloretarj  of  Slate  for  the  Oome 
^ua"""""  *^''  "■  *"'"""'  Croae)  Aug  10. 

Return  of  Oeeapiert  (England  and  WaUi) 
Qu«tiOn.  Mr.  Woodall;  Anawer,  The 
Under  Spcretar;  of  Stale  for  the  Home 
Department  (Mr,  Sla.irt.Worile.)  Aua  4 
1051  ^      ■ 

[ooNf, 


I  INDEX  I 


BeyUtratvm  oj  PoMr»— cont. 
SuppUmetOary    lAitt,   ftneitioin.    Mr.  Joue 
CotliDKi,   Mr.   cure  KesiJ :  An>wen,  The 

SMreUrj  of  SUto  for  the  Homo  Dspartment 
(Sir  R.  AnhBton  Cross),  The  Proiidont  of 
IhB  Local  GoTBrnmBtil  Bonrd  (Mr.  A,  J. 
Bdronr)^u?10.  1581 
ii»(  of  VottTt—WiUaien,  Ciueition,  Mr. 
Georgs  Rauell ;  Aniwer,  Tho  Preridont  of 
tlw  Locri  GoTornmBot  Bo«rd  (Mr.  A,  J. 
Balfoar)  .iujr  11,  1731 

Hkid,  Mr.  R.  T.,  Etrtfori 

Crimioal  Lair  AnMndmaDt,  Comm.  d.  8,  70*. 
7U 1  add.  el.  eie,  3B1 

Sepreuntation  ofth*  Peoph  Ael,  1884 
J^Hee  EHfranchUemeni,   ftuMtlon,  Mr.  Cols- 
Hdge     Kenrard;     Anairer,    Mr.    Speaker; 
Peraonal   EiplanatioQ,    Sir    Ilonrj    Jamei 

TKe  Parlianuntarf/  Franchiie  {ScoUanH)- 
CrofUrt  under  £10  Rtntal.  Queition,  Mr.  I 
J.  Jenkini ;  Aniver,  Tbe  Se<irBtar;  of  SlaU 
for  the  Home  Departmeet  (Sir  R.  Aiiheton 
CroM)  Jtily  30,  908 

The  EUeteral  AeU  —  Diitribvtion,  Qua*- 
tion.  Sir  Henry  Jamw  ;  Anawer,  The  Seere- 
tary  of  Sulo  for  ihs  Home  DBparlmsnt  (Sir 
R.  Awhelon  Cms)  Jhjj  11,  17*1 

Eerising  BaxriBterB  Bill       (.iff-  ^'tori^y 

Qeneral,  Siertlaiy  Sir  S.  Attluton  Creii) 
c.  Commitwe  ■  ;   Report  JM\y29       [Bill  337] 

Coniidered";  read  3"  July  it 
I.  Road  !■•  {Lord  ChanceOor)  Mg  31  (No.  22S) 

Read  2*";    CommiUee   nBgatiTed ;    read  8' 

Hojl!f  Aiaont  Aug  6      [48  h  *B  Viet.  o.  67] 

EiTOHiE,  Mr.  C.  T.  (Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty),  Towr  HamUU 
Army— Comniinariat   SuEf— Royal   Marlaei, 

lS7t 
Navy—  a.M.S. "  CraiMr,"  BI* 

Siver  Ili&mM  (No.  2)  Bill 

(The  Lord  Mounl-TempU) 
I.  Report '/ufy  27  ,  (No"'' 

Committee,  alter  ahort  iebate  Jtdi)  28,  239 
Report  J«J  8,  813  j^'';,^}^K 

Mored,  "  'J'hat  the  Bill  be  now  read  3'    Aug  «. 
1260  i  aflel-   ahort   debnle.    MoTed,   "  That 
the  Debnte  bo  ndjournod  tilt  Monday  next 
(  The  Lord  ChanMor ) ;  Motion  "C™" ^ '<> 
RjadS-JBslO.mS  (No.  238) 

C.  Lord!  Amendts.  considpred  ;  amended,  and 
sgreed  to  Aug  11, 1668 

EoGERS,  Mr.  J.  E.  Thorold,  Southwark 
Criminal  La*  Amendment,  Comm.  el.  2,  608, 
601 !  Amendt.   B07,   SIO ;  Conaid.   add.  cl. 
1*02,  Ul7i  el.  5,  list;  el.  9,  1*91 ;  <I.  10, 

Indian  Ciril  Serrioe— Age  of  Candidate*,  613 

Parliamentary      Election*— R*gi»tra  lion      ol 

Vni«ra_AUeged  Miwonduot  of  Volantean, 


KosEBKBT,  Earl  of 

Madieal  Relief  Disqualifleatlon  RemoTal,  IB.  * 
Women'*  SuffraLge,  2R.  217 

EosBErx,  Mr.  O.  W.  E.,  As/letiuty 
Criminal  Law   Amendment,  Conaid.   add.  d. 


Rtlaitos,  Mr,  P.,  BarnUy 

Army  Eitimalea— Pw»i*ion^  Forage,  *e.  98, 

100 
Stationery  Offlco— Contrsot*  for  Goiemment 
Printing,  2*» 

Salibboiit,  MarqaeBBOf  (Prime  Minister 
and  Sectetwy.of  State  for  Foreign 

Affairs) 
Asia    (Central)— Roaiia    and     Afghaoiataa— 

Delimitatinn  of  the  Frontier,  103S 
Deprexioo  of  Trade  and  Indmtry,  Royal  Com- 

mlaaion  on' the — Conititation  of  the  Com- 

mioloa,  10*0.18*1 
Egfpt  (Finanee,  Ao.)— Intonutional  Lou  of 
£8,000,1)00,213 
Sondan— The  Friendly  Tribe*,  1082 
Egypt— Soudan  Eipedil ion*— Vole  of  Thank* 

to  tI.M.  Military  and  N»TaI  Force*.   1720; 

Raa.  1869 
Medioal  Relief  DiiqaaliB cation   Romoral,  3*. 

316  ;  2a/33*,  234  i  Coram.  SOI 
Recent  Legialalioa— Sooialutio  Tendency,  <iS, 

sso 

River  Thame*  (Ko.  2),  8R.  1261 

Treaty    of   Berlin— Article    I— Varna 5  [and 

Rnitobok  Railway,  US* 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland , 

1630 
Women'*  au£frage."2R.  217 

Salt,  Mr.  T.,  Stafford 

Parliamentary  Election*  (Returning  Offleeri), 
Comm.  add.  el.  201 

Sandhobst,  Lord 
Treaty    of   Berlin  — Article    X-VaToa    and 
Etuatehuk  Rnilnay.  U34 

School  Boarda  BiU        (£«■<'  Pm.w«() 

I.  Committee;*  ;  Report  Juig  87    -.  (No.  200) 
Read3'*/u(v28 
Royal  Asient  July  31    [IS  &  10  Viet,  c  38] 

8cLATEB-BooTn,EiKlitHon.G.,ff(wit'.iV. 
Army    E*ti mate*— Clothing    EaUbliahiBent*, 
Ao.  110 

SOOTLAKD    ■    ■  -.'-^J  _ 

Lam  and  Police— llUjal  ImpomdiitgJV  Chtl- 
dren,  (lue*lion,  Mr.  D.  J.  Jenkini :  Anawer, 
The  Seerelarj  orgState  fiw  the  Home  De- 
partment (Sir  R.  Aeaheton  Cron) /Hly  30, 
606 
Fetl  Ofiee— Telegraph  Qfiet  ««■*«.. Q.nB*tion. 
Mr.  Bigfar:  Answer,  The  Po*tma*t«r 
General  (Lord  John  Manner*)  Aug  «,  1276 
'  iamt. 


SOO        SEO         [SESSION    18B4-S)         [SEL  SEX 


SCOTLMD 

J^IU  Heallh—Iiuaiiilary  Comdilion  ofDtOhH 
ChMrckyard,  QueatioD,  Mr,  Fnier-MukiD- 
Uiib  ;  Aniwar,  Thi  SMretar;  of  SuM  for 
ttia  Hoaw  D«p«rtment  (Sir  R,  AiihetoD 
Crou)  Jidy  27,  1« 

SMUiah  aad  Iriali  Peeress  Bill  [a.t-] 

{Thi  Lord  Wavnty) 
L  BiU  withdrawn  Atif  S,  Sia  (No.  10} 

SooTT,  Mr.  U.  D.,  Sutw,  S. 

Orlminml  Law  Amendmeot,  Oonild.  «I.  10,  ISOS 

Baa  Fiaheries  (ScotUnd)  Amendment  Bill 

[H.L.] 

<.  R«Bd  V,  afliT  dflbata  J%  37,  203      [Bill  3S0] 
CommitiM  ■— B.P.  July  30 
Committea-dafiirred  Jt^  3,  9S3 ;  tbott  dsbate 

Commitlos ;  Raport  jIuji  i,  1173 
Oooiidarad ;  nad  3°,  alter  ihort  dabata  Aug  T, 
1«D9  [Bill  ZSS] 


8ier*taryfor  Scotland  Bid 

Qasation,  Sir  QeDr|a  Cumpbtll ;  Answer,  The 
Chanoellor  ol  the  Exoheqaar  July  38,  34S  ; 
Qaeitioa,  Hr.  Buchiaan ;  Anawer,  Tho 
Beoratarr  ofSuta  fortba  Homa  DapnrtmaDt 
(Sir  a,  AuhetoD  Croia)  July  30,  533 

Seeretary  for  Scotland  BiU  [h-l.] 

(Sir  S.  A-hiUm  Own) 
c.  Ordar  for  ConmittM  read ;  UotwI,  "  That 
Ifr.  Spaakar  do  now  laaretba  Chair"  Aitg3, 

Anwodt.  (0  leave  oat  from  "That,"  add"  in 
Tiaw  of  the  Report  of  a  Seiaot  Commillee  of 
laM  Saaikia,  raaommeDding  that  there  «hoald 
b«  one  mpoDiible  Miaittar  of  EdDoation  for 
Great  Bricaio,  it  ia  nol  eindiant,  before  thia 
Uonia  baa  oanaidered  that  Report,  to  proored 
with  thepropoaal  of  Ibii  Bill,  that  theoharse 
of  Scotob  EduoatioD  ihoold  he  remored 
from  tbe  Vjee  Preaideat  of  the  Connail,  thaa 
letiening  hli  fnflaenoe  and  reaponalbilitj,  ia 
order  (o  transfer  It  to  tba  Seoretsrj  for 
Soolland  intaaded  lo  be  orrated  bj  tbi* 
Bill "  {Sir  Lyon  PUyfair)  v.  ;  Quealion 
propoaed,  ■'  That  tbe  worda,  Ao. ;  "  after 
debate,  Amendt.  witbdmHn  ;  main  Qasation 
put,  and  ajreed  to  ;  Committee— a^. 

:[BjlI  213] 

Committee:  Report  Jii^  4,  I  IIS 

Oooiidered  *  ;  read  3>  A^  S 

StertUtT/for  SeoHand  l^SalariH'] 

Rea.  Gonaidered  ia  Commilt**,  acuT  aneed  to 

July  38,  383 
Order  for  Report  tbereopon  rend  July  39,  173 
Reaolotioo  re-eDmrniltcd  ;  oonaldered  in  Com- 

miltee;  ReeolutlDD  agreed  to 
B««olnlloD  reported  July  30 


Sblbobxe,  Earl  of 
CopTbald  EnfraniibitemaDt,  3R.  191 
Earldom  of  Har  Reetitation,  Comm.  IBS 
Uedieal  Relief  DiaqoaliHoation  Renoral,  3E. 


SxxTOK,  Ur.  T.,  Slifo 
A  nn]r— Limerick  Annf  Olotbing  Faetorjr,  1158 
CoDiolidated  Pnad   (Api«opriation),    Comm. 

931 
Count)'  OfBeere  aod  Conrta  (Ireland)  (Pan- 
aioDg),  Comm.,    Motion    for   Adjonmmeat, 
333  ;  add.4l.  ISII,  1519,  1S3I,  1531 
Depreaaioo  of  Trade  and   Indutrj  -■  RoTal 
Commieaion  on,  513 ;— Namei  of  the  Con- 
miaaiooen,  831 
Edooational  Endowment*  (Ireland],  3R.  18S5  i 
Comm.  lees  :  ci.  1,  lesa.lsaT,  1900;  el.6> 
Amendt.  ib. :  cl.  7,  Amendt.  IBDS  ;  el.  8,  it. ; 
el.   13,    1903,    laol;    cl.    IT,  t9<)S:  el.   33. 
1907  :  a.  31,  it. :  el.  37, 1908  i  cl.  31, 1909  ; 
W.10,ji.;  add.til.  1911  ;  Preamble,  Amendt. 
1913 
Edneation  of  tbe  Blind,  Rojti  Commiaaton  on 

— Conatitution  of  the  Commieaion,  1737 
Houlng  of  the  Workinf  CUmo*,  S79 
Ireland — Qoeitiona 

Board  of  National  Gdooation  —  Extra  lo- 

atnciioD,  S8 
Commiaaioner*  of  National   Gdaoation— 
National  Sebool  Teacher*— Oaaa  of  Mr. 
Andrew  Deritt,  Porretaborongh,  1731 
Depreaaion  of  Trade  —  A  Rojal  Commie- 
aion. es.  67 
EdaoatiOD— Indoatrial  Sehool  at  Baltogha. 
darreen,  Co.  Uafo,  1151  ;  —  Ednaalion 
Office— Tbe  loipBoiion  Suff,  1733 
Fiaheriea  —  Tbe  Ri*v  Shannon  —  Tbo 

Umeriok  Board  of  CoDBerratora,  50 
Intermediate    Edueation  —  EiaminMiaof, 

S8 
Iriah  Admlniitratioa— Mr.  E.  Q.  Jenkloion, 

1038 
Iriab   iDdnatriei  —  A   Rojal  ( 

677,  eis 

Iriah  Land  Oommieeion  —  Appeal  Coort— 

Appeala  from   TenaoU  on  Lord  Roaae'a 

EsUM,  Paraonatown,  1573 ; — Snb-Com- 

miaaionere,  $77 

Poor  Law— Mr.    Wijigine,   Maatar  of  tbe 

Clooea  Union  Workbonae,  1734 
Poat  Office— ContraoU— Iriah  tfaila,  1173: 

— Dablin  Sorting  Offloe,  317 
Rojal  Iriab  Cooatabularr-  Eitra  Police  at 
Gweedore,  Co.  Donegal,  17  ; — Proleotion 
Poal  at  Boaduff,  Co.  Leilrim,  1038 
Science  and  Art  Dapartment,  1S73 
IJligo  Hirbonr  Comm iuionen-C bargee  for 
Mooring— Loan  for  ImproTementt,  839 
Ireland— Law  and  Jaatice—QDeationa 

Earl  of  Belbat,  Clark  of  the  PcMe,  Co. 

Antrim,  53 
Mr.  F.  Faliilner,  Q.C.,  Recorder  of  Dablin, 

839 
Pattr  Seaaicne    Olerk,    Hallaghroe   Petty 
Seiiiona  Diatricl,  Co.  Sllgo,  103* 
Ireland — Law  and  Police — Q.uatti'HU 
Cork  Co.  Polioe,  6BT 


(  INDEX  } 


Bextoh,  Mr.  T.—cmU. 

Finei  (or  DaDgerou*  aw  of  Fir«worki  at 
Ballinrobe,  IS71 
Ireland— R«giitr>tioQ  of  Voter*  (Ireluid)  Aot 
-ilueMion. 
Clsrkof  tbo  Peace,  Co,  Sligo,  1605 
Co.  Antrioi.  B3T.3S6.  loss 
Publication  of  Li>l>,  Co.  Sligo,  1372 
ReririoD  Coarti  —  Tfrooe  and   DoD*f[aI, 
1ST3 
Labouren  (Ireland)  (No.   3),    Camm.  «l.  3, 
Amendt.  634.  989 :  el.  i.  Amendt.  080. 993 ; 
el.  6,  Amendt.  993.  S91, 986,  ess  :  cl.  12,  H. 
99T,   999;    Amende.    1000.   1001;    el.    13. 
Amendt.  1003;  </.  li.  Amende.  1004,  lOOS; 
el.  15,  loot],  1007:  cl.  16,  Amendt.  1008; 
cl.  18,  Amendt.  1010,  1013,  1013;  add.  ct. 
1014,1016,1019,1031,   1033,    1033,1034; 
CoDiid.e/.  13,  Amendt.  1193;  el.  IT,  IISS  ; 
oiM.  el.  1194  :  Utrda  Amendu.  Contid.  1S9D, 

1891,  isaa 

Land  Fnrahaae  (Ireland),  'JR.  lOTO;  Comm. 
tl,  9,  Amendt.  1837.  1644.  I86fl,  1667, 
1669, 1660,  1601,  1663;  el.  S.  IS65,  1668; 
et.  4. 1070,  1613 ;  tl.  5.  16T4,  16T7  ;  el.  8, 
1678 ;  el.  1,  Amendt.  ib. ;  el.  8,  Amendt. 
1680,  1681,  1«83,  I6B4;  ei.  13,  Amendt. 
1686,  1687  ;  el.  17. 1689,  1691,  1693  ;  et.  33, 
Amendt.  1604;  add.  el.  1606,  1699,  1701, 
1703  ;  Soliedule,  1104:  Conaid.<i(M.ef.  1811, 
1846.  1346;  et.  S,  Amendt.  ISSO;  el.  7, 
Amendt.  1361:  el.B.ib, ;  el.9,  1863;  e2. 13, 
Amendt.  ib. ;  el.  16,  1863 

Looal  Goremment  (Ireland)  ProTisional  Or- 
der*, Lords  Amendta.  Coniid.  1663  :  el.  A, 
ib. 

Parliament — Adjournment,  47t 

Bnilneu  of  the  llauae,  848.  849,  I4SS  i— 
Prorogation,  Mmiiterial  Statement,  1744 

Parliament — Priiilege — Speeeb  of  Mr.  Bright, 
JdIj  34,  Re*.  380 

Parliamentary  Election*  (Returning  Offloere), 
Oomm.  add.  el.  196  ;  Motion  for  reporting 
Pragren,  303 ;  Amendt.  303  ;  Preamble, 
Amendt.  307 

Poor  Law  Guardian),  Lord*'  Amendment*, 
1063.  1461,  1634 

Poor  Liw  Unioni'  Olfleers  (Ireland),  Lord* 
Amendt*.  Conaid.  1913  ;  Amendt.  1914 

Po*t  Ufl!oe — Superintendent*  of  Sorting  OCBeei, 
1374 


Prevention  of  Crime*  Amendment.  Comm.  et.  1, 

1867  ;  cl.  3,  Amend!.  1853  ;  add.  ct.  ib 
Rathmine*   and     Eathgar   Townihip,    Lord* 
Ameodls.   to  Commone  Amendt*.    Conaid. 
389 
Supptr— Commieiionora  of  Nationnl  Rducation 
in  Ireland.  Amendt.  336.  400,  401,  433, 
463,  463 
Po*t  Office  Seriicea,  An.  180 
Priaoni,  Ireland,  370.  377,  373 
Queen'*  College*  in  Iretind,  314 
Kcport,  Rea.  1 ,  637  ;  Re*.  3,  649 

Bbatmon  Navigation  Bill 

{Earl  of  Iddaleigh) 
I.  Committee";  Report /uly 37        (No.  134) 
"  »d  3*  ■  J«l!f  38 

>1  AiKnt  J«W  31  [48  di  49  Vtel.  c.  41] 


SiUOJt,  Mr.  Serjeant  J.,  Btathary 

Arm;— Clothing  Department— Militarj  Tem- 

porarj  Clerk*,  1467 
Crtmioal  Law  Amendment,  Comm.  d.   3,  897, 

HOT  ;  d.  3,  693 ;  Amendt.  694,  696,  70T  : 

el.  4,   Amendt.  717,  718,  761  :  el.  5.  768; 

Amendt.760.779,7SD,  783;  el.  6,  789  ;  add. 

el.  891  ;   Amendt.  866.  367,  687.  888,  890. 

003,  004,  Oil  ;  Coniid.  add.el.  1337  ;  el.  6, 

Amendt.  1480;  el.  9,  Amendt.  I486 
Parliament  —  Boilneaa  of   the   Hoaae,   843, 

1384, 1386 

SiMCLAiE,  Mr.  W.  p..  Anlri» 
Land  Porohaae  (Ireland).  Comm.  1639  ;    el.  2, 

1666;  SobedDla,  1704 

Slave  Tragus — Anglo-Egnptian  Cenvtnlion 

ofun 

q,De*tion,  Sir  Robert  Fowler;  Anawer,  Tba 
Under  Secretarr  of  State  for  Foreign  ASain 
(Mr.  Bourke)  JiylO,  1970 

SviTH.  Bight  Hon.  W.  H.  (Seoretai;  of 
State  for  War),  Wtitmintter 
Krmy—  Qoeiiians 

Alleged  Unpopularltr.  1677 

Armr  Education— Staff  College— Oriental 

l.anguagea,  68 
Army  Medical  Serrioe,  831 
Armj  Reaerire.  1731 

Aaiillar;   Poroe* — 4th  Rojal  Irtah   Pn*i- 
lien    (Caran     Militia) -Major     Lionel 
Brooke.  819,  1460 1— Northampton  Vo- 
1unl«era,  1378 
Fatal  Accident  at  Caterfaam  Range* ,  96 
Gnnnerx  Eiperiment*  with  Dinamile,  672 
Line  Battalioni  on   Foreign  Serdoe — Tha 
Rofal  Iriih  and  the  3nd  Ea*t  Sarref  R»- 
giment,  StO  1379 
Miliiarjt  Farm*  at  Aldenhot,  1978 
Qoartermastora  and  Riding  Maiten— Pro> 

motion,  I3TS 
RailwHT*  in  Time  of  War.  1 466 
RotbI  idilitarT  Academy,  Woolwioh- Meal 

UourBofCadeta,  833 
Smnil    Arm    Ammunition  —  The    Boior 

Cartridgfi.  1041 
Wire  Gun  Conairuotion,  49 
Armj  lialimatea — Uiaeeltaneou*  EffeotiTO  S«r> 
ricea,  169 
ProTiiiona,  Forage.  *o.  83,  83, 107 
Superannoatien  Allowanoea,  1T4 
Warlike  Stores,  118,  133,  143.  146 
Widow*'  Penaioiia.  4e.  173 
Dominion   of   Canada — Military    Operalion*. 

1000 
Egypt— Mill tarr  Eipedition— Qaeitlon* 
BatUo  of  Abu  Klea.  839,  I06S 
Lord  Wolaelej'a  Report,  1064 
Trtiopa  at  Snakin.  834, 889  ;— Sopptiei  for, 
1378 
Egf  pt — Soudan — Queetio  n  t 
Eipodition  to  Suakin,  1367 
Reported  Death  of  Oaman  Dlgna,  1064 
Suakin-Berber  Railway.  64,  833 
Riirer  Thame*  (No.  3), Lord*  Amendt*. Oonud. 

Amendt.  1893 
Supply— I'rUons,  Irelaod,  380 


C.oot;^lc 


9UI        8TA        (SESSION     1884.3) 


Smith,  Mr.  S.,  Liverpool 

Criminal  Law  AmsndmaDt,  Comm.  cl.  3,  631  ; 
et.  i,  733  ;  Amsndt.  7Si,  701,  T63 :  ol.  6, 
781  :  add.  el.  811  ;  Condd.  add.  el.  1390, 
1130 ;  el.  3,  Ilflg  ;  gl.  l,  Amendt.  11T3, 
1176;  ei.  g,Am«Ddt.  1189,  1193 
Land  Parohueflrekad),  2R.  HIT 
Tr»ni«i>j'  CompiDLei  (HstropalU)— Emplojii' 
Bonn  of  Labour,  1016 

Smoke  Roiaaiice  Abatemant  (HetropoUs) 

Bill  [h-i-]  (TAt  Lord  SlratAtihti and  Ciiii^M[j 
t.  RmmI  S>,  aftar  debat*  July  30, 176    (No.  SO) 

SoLioiTOB   Oembrai.,   The  (im  Oorst, 
SirJ.  E.) 

Sovthwart    and    Vauxhalt     Wattr     BUI 

IZordi]  (Sy  Ordtr) 
e.  3R.  dararrsd  July  37. 11 

Order  for   SR.  diicbsrged  ;   Bill  vlthdnwD, 
aftsr  ihort  debate  July  38,  938 

Spkakbq,    The  (Bight   Hon.   Aktbub 
Wellkslst  Psel),  Warwiei 
Coniolidatad  Fund  (ApprsprialionJ,  3R.  1307, 

1236,  1216,  1213 
Criminal    Law    Amandownt,    Comm,    J>79  : 

CoDild.  add.  el.   1380,   1S90,   1397,   HOT, 

IlIB,  1133,  1136,  1127,  H3S  ;  W.  9, 1188, 

ISOO;  el.  10,  IfiOS,  IJIOl,  ISOS 
Dmrauion    ot   Trade    and    lodaitrj,    Ro;al 

Commiuion  ao — ConUitatioD  ot  ths  Com. 

miMiog,  leeo 
Eirtdom  of  Mar  Renitation,  IB.    683;  3R. 

684 
lorsDU,  Comm.  1B96 
Irelaod — Law  and  Jontioe — Court  of  Qown'i 

Benoh  (FiDM  and    PenalliG*    Offlca)— Mr. 

O'Brien,  M.P.  823 
Und    PurohaM    (Inland),    Contid.   add.    cl. 

1811 
Loeal   GonTnmeat  (Ireland)  ProTiiiooal  Or> 

dera,  Lordi  AmendCa.  Coniid.  19S8  ;  cl.  A,  lA. 
Parliament — Baiiooti  of  the  Bonx — Proro- 
gation, Miniiterlal  SUMmont,  1711 

Now    Rules  of  Procednr«    [Rule  3}^Ad- 

joammenC  of  [ha  Hona* — Kojal  Commii- 

iioQ  on  the  Dfpreiaion  of   Trade  and 

Induitrr,  &e,  174A 

Parliament— PrJTi lege— Speech  of  Mr.  Brl|ht, 

Jnlj  31,  Rsi.  260,  383,  301,300 
Peru  aod  Cbili— Peroiian  Bondholder*,  1143 
Police    EnfnuiehiNnMiit    ExtonsioD,    Comm. 

1623 
Prince  Ilenrj  of  Batlanberg'i  Natsralintion, 

Comm.  681 
Ramadan  GaUte,  3R.  1036,  UOS 
RepTMentatioo    oF    tba  People    Act,    1881— 

Police  Enfranohinment,  1168 
SoDthwark  and  Vaniball  Water,  3R.  SIO 

Stanhope,  Earl 
Copfhold  EnfranobiMCDOnt,  3R.  Amendt.  488 


Stakhope,  Right  Hen.  E,  (Vice  Fresi- 

dent  of  the  Committee  of  Coiinoil  on 

Education),  Lineolnthir*,  JUid 

rioultnral  Iloldin,     '"  —    " 

3haritj— Truateoi 

Roblnion,  1363 

Allotmsnta  Extension  Aet,  1883— Folkeatone 

Cbaritr  Land,  1737.  1738 

Ladf  liabella  Dodd'i    Charitr,    Elleabo- 

rough,  Bnoki,  lOlff 

Charity  Commitaioaera'  Sobemoi— Laboareri' 

Allotmanti,  1110 
Ohureb  of  England— Vicar  of  St.  Mark's,  Scath 

Shields,  673 
Consolidated  Fond  (Appropriation),  3R.  1314 
Edneation  Department — Qaastions 
College  of  Aberratwith,  813 
laatruotioD  of  Deaf-Mate  Children,  lOtS 
London  Board  SobooU— Annual  Coat  per 

Sobolar,  1037 
London   School  Board,    1729  :—  Expendi- 
ture, 1061 
South  Shii'tds  Natiooal  Schools,  1738 
Endowed  Schools— Alderman  Daontaej's  Cha< 
rltj  (West  Urlngtoo),  1671,  1676 
Chantj  Oommiaaiouera—Tonh ridge  School. 
1043,  1380,  1281 
India— East  India  Rerenne  Account s— Annual 

Financial  Statement,  Comm.  1361,  1365 
ParliamenUr?     Elections— Use    of    National 
Elementarj  Sohool  Rooms,  1041 


Staklet,  Eight  Hon.  Colonel  F.  A. 
(8eoreta^of  State  for  theOolonieB), 
Zaneathire,  If, 
Administration  of  Oaths  (Canada),  172S 
Africa  (South}— Baaololsnd,  6S,  67 
Army  Estimalei- ProTisions,   Forage,  Ao,  81 
Crpma  (FiMOoe,  Ao.}— Landing  Dnties,  63 
Federal  Council  of  Australasia,  Comm.  rl.  16, 

1133  ;  el.  18,  1123 ;  cl.  38,  Amendt.  1134 
Supplf— Prisons,  Ireland,  378,  379 
Hepcrt.Rea.  3,  643,  811 
South  Africa  and  St.  Helena,  ISS 
Trade  and  Commerce- United  States  and  the 

British  West  ladies,  260 
Western  Psoiflc— New  Qainea- Form  of  Go- 
'.for  tbeEnglishPortioD,  1016 


Staitlet,  Hon.  E.  L.,  Oldham 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation),  3R,  1310 
Conntr  Oaloer*  end  Courts  (Ireland)   (Pen- 

siona),  Comm.  add.  et.  1617 
Criminal  Law  Amendment,  Comm.  cl  2  617 

830  ;  el.  3,  636,  630.  689  ;  cL  1,  741 ;  el.  «' 

778  ;  et.  6.  793  ;  el.  13,  786 !  odd.  et.  90S ; 

Consid.  add.  cl.  1103 ;  tl  6,  Amendt.  1488  ■ 

cl.  8,  16U1 
Housing  of  the  Working  Ctaaaoa  (England),  3R. 

Amendt.  1693 
Police    Enfranchisement    Eitenslon,     Conm. 

1G33,  1634 
Soppljr— South  Afriea  and  Bt,  Helena,  107 
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Stak8FBU>,  Eight  Hon.  J.,  Salt/ax 
Criminal  Iaw  AroandiDeDC,  Comm.  d.  3,  BOl  ; 
rf.  8,  no,  713;  Amenat.  TiS  ;  tl.  4.7*3; 
tt.  6,  Ameodt.  78*  ;  add.  tl.  8flS,  876.  879, 
B81,  883 ;  Coniid.  add.  cl  13S7, 189fi ;  el.  3. 
Amendt.  llflS,  1*S7  ;  «!■  I,  H81,  119*; 
11^9,  UH:  ADModkltRS 

Stationtry  0^,  E.M.~Co»kraeU  for 
Gwamrtteni  Printing 
ftneition.  Mr.  RjUnds  ;  Aniwer,  The  SecrB- 
tjuT  to  the  TmMury  (Sir  Henff  HolUnd) 
Jubi  38,  319 :  (tuHUoD,  Mr.  Brokdhnnt ; 
Annrar,  The  SeoreUrr  to  the  Treunir  {Sir 
HmiT  BolUirf)  A^  31,  ST3 

Stevknsok,  Mr.  J.  0,,  South  SKuUt 
Public  Worki  (Lo»n»),  Oomm.  odA  e(.  981 

Stobet,  Mr.  S.,  StMd«rlani 

OTimiul  Lav  Amendment.  Coo^d.  el.  S,  1183 ; 

tl.  V,  Anendt.  1*90.  1500 
nonting  of  the  Working  CUmw  (England). 
Oomm.  rf.  S.  1809  ;   A  18.  1827  :    e(.  H. 
1S31.  1833 

8i;ai.THZDKK  ASD  Cajipbiix,  I«rd 
PnbUo  OSoe*  Site  Aot.  1S83,  ITlfl 
Sffloks  NaUanoe  Abatsment,  2  El.  *76, 181 

Btuaet,  Mr.   H.  VitLima-,  Wititrford 

Co. 

Conwltdatad  Fund  {Appropriation! ,  8R.  1318 

Criminal  Law  Amendment.  Conald.  el.  5, 1183 

E«pt— iDtemal  AdminlJtration—  Dm  of  the 

KonrbMb  and  Forced  Labour.  3tO 

International  Gaarante«d  Loan.  83*.  B36 


Ubonren  (IrsUnd)  (No.  3).  Comm.  el.  3, 98B  ; 

cl.  1*.  Amendt,  1006,  1007  :  Lord*  Amendtt. 

Coniid.  1891  ..,,... 

Land  ParchaM(IralandJ,Comin.  el.  3,1091 

Stuabt,  Mr.  J,,  Sachiei/ 

Criminal  Law  Amendment,  Comm.  el.  3,  610  i 
el  3,  707 ;  tl.  4.  7*8 ;  el.  B,  771  ;  Amendt. 
775.780.  781.  782,788;  et  6.  791  !  o(.  13, 
807  ;  add.  el.  Amendt.  851,  858,  861,  STL 
873,  87*.  901;  Comid.  cl.  8.  1168;  d.  1, 
1478  J  ei.a,  1431,  1483;  Amendt.  1485' 

Efjpt— MUitar;  Eip«iUlon— Troope  at  Sna- 
liin,884 

Ireland— Board  of  Intermediato  Edooatlon— 
Eiamination  of  Glrli,  B20 

Parliament— BuiiDeM  ol  tlie  Boum,  817,  I5B4, 


Sabmarine  TeleKiftpl>  Cabl«"  B^ 

{T&«  Lord  SudtUg) 

I.  BeadS-'A^ST  J'^"" '"!) 

Rojal  Aiicnt Aug*     [48  *  19  Vtet. o.  4»] 

Sims  Cmal,  Tht—Th»  Pari*  Cimfirtiue 
QneuioD,  Mr.  Monk :  Aniwer,    The    Under 
Seoratarr  orSUte  for  Forcigo  Aflkira  (Mi 
Rnurke)  <1h;  7,  IISO 


8nLLivAJ»,  Mr.  T.  D.,  Wtttmiath 
Ireland  —  Pott    Office  — New    Poet    Offios    at 
Mnlllngar,  1871 
Eojal  Iriib  ConiUbularj— Appointment  of 
MedioalODoera,57 
Land    Pnnbaaa  (Ireland),    Ooceid.    add.    H. 

181S 
Parliament— PiiTilego—SpMeb  of  Mr.  Brjgbt, 

Jnir  34.  Ree.  388, 801 
Snpplj— Comminioneri  of  KaUonal  EdnnUon 
in  Ireland.  147 

Sundtrlani  Corporation  BiU  (By  Order) 
e.  Lorda    Amendt*.  coneidered;    amended,  and 
agreed  to  Aug  1, 1033 

SUPPLY 
Conridered  in  Committee  July  37,  67— Ann 
EaniUTU,  Votae  10  to  SB ;  Orru.  Sutioi 
EatiMatii — Cuaa  III.— Law  ur>  Jmnoa, 
Vote  10 ;  Cuae  IV, — Eoooanoir.  Sownca, 
MB  AlT,  Votei  a,  13.  13;  Ci.ua  VIL— 
MieoiLuatone,  Votei  I,  3;  Avosur  Wax 
£350,000,  Gaun  i>  Ain  ;  RaTieoa  DiPJtn- 
miits,  Votee  1  to  5 :  Citil  Sibtici  Sop* 

PLBHEnUT     EtTIIUTBB  —  ClU*    I. —  PnBUO 

VoKU  urn  BciLDrirai,  Votn  9,  ISi,  18,  31: 
OuBl  III.— Law  aid  Joirica.  Volei  7. 10  ; 
Club  V, — Fokuon  aud  CoLoinii.  Siariou, 
Vote  B ;  Cuia  Vll.  —  UiiCiLunoin, 
Votee  3.  4,  5 

Reeolationa  reported  JtUy  SS,  880 
Re).  1  to  30,  Inclueire,  agreed  to 
(30.)  £13,000  [Snpplementarf)(iD  Aid  of  tfae 
Coat    of  Maintenance  of  Dlitnrnpiked  and 
Main  Roads  in  England  and  Walei)  ;   after 
abort  debate,  Kea.  agreed  to 
Remaining  RoMlntioni  agreed  to 

Coneidered  in  Committee  July  33,  SOS — CiriL 
Siarici  EimuTie — Cue*  IV. — EDOaatio*, 
SciiNoa,  UD  Ah,  Vote  18;  Ci.ua  |[I.^ 
Law  and  JoRTioa.  Vot«  80 

RoaolDtion*  reported  July  29 

Cnniiderad  in  Committee  July  29,  385— CiTib 

SlBTIOE  EtTIUATU CLAuIV, — EdDOATIO*, 

SoiBROi.  aud  Aar,  Vote  14;  Cuia  V.  — 
FoaaloN  akd  CouuruL  Siancie.  Vote  0; 
KiTiani  DirABTHisiB,  Vote  8  ;  Civil  Sbb- 
TIOl  EeiDIATB*— Cmbb  I.— Pubuc  Wobe* 
AND      BoiLniMOB,      £000     {SorrMUBiABi) 

GOBDOR  MonDUII'T 

Raeoiutione  reported  Jvly  30 

Re*.  1  (£436,303,  Salariei  and  Eipensea'  of 

the  CommiaeioDera  of  National  Education  in. 

Ireland).   G37  i   after    abort    debate.  Rai . 

Reg.  3  (£34,690.  South  AirloB  and  St 
Helena).    B31 ;    niter    ah«t    debate,  Ra. 

Rn.  3  (£4,354,059.  Poet  Oftoe),  B4S  ;  ftfter 

ehort  debate,  Rei.  agreed  to 
Re*.  4  (£500,  Snppiementarj,  Oordeu  Moon- 

ment).     518;    after     >hort    debate.    Re*. 

SuTHBELASD,  Mr.  T.,  Qrtmock 

Cejlon  —  Ligbtbonaei— The  Baiae*   LigbU— 

Uinleof  LighthouM,  1565 
Egjpt— Llgbt  Duea,  156S,  ISST 


tSESBION      lfi84.S)        TOH 


Sthah,  Mr.  E.  J.,  Limtricl  Co. 
Snppir — CDDHniutoiMn  ofNmtiDiul  Edaoatian 
Id  Ireland,  408 
QaMo'*  CollefM  in  InUnd,  832 

TiiaoT,  Mr.  J.  G.,  Oxford  Univtrntf 
CDDioUdatwl  Fund  (ApprDpriBlian),  3R.  131B 
Criminal  Law   Amendnunt,   Oanaid.  adi.   el, 

ISSfi  ;  Amendt.  140S 
EdinbDTgli  EiMquod  and  Saweraga,  Coniid. 

48 
Edooatim  DepartDMct — London  Sohool  Board 

Expend itnre,  lOSi 
Heraanttla   Marine— Pilot*— Teat  of  Oolonr- 

BltndDtu,  1SI9 

Tel^raph  Acta  Amendment  Bill 

(Jfr.  akavi  Liftwti,  Mr.  Sihbtrt) 

e.  CommitLM;  Report /ufy  80,  SM    [Bill  131] 

QuettioDl,  Mr.  Alderman  W.  Lawrenoa,  Mr. 

Puletton  ;  Amwcn,  Mr.  Sbaw  Lafarre,  Tha 
Poitmaiter  General  (Lord  Johu  Maansri) 

Juiv  31,  em 

Order  for  8R.  read,  and  diaoharged  July  81, 

809 
Mofed,  "  That  tbe  Bill  be  re-Dommitted  In 

reapaot  oC  Clanae  3  "  [Jfr.  Shav  Leftvre) ; 

alier    ihort    debate,    Hotion    agieed    to ; 

Committee  ;    Report ;  Conaidered;  read  3° 
I.  Read  !'•  {L.  llmM-TtrnpU)  Aug  3  (No. 330] 
Read  3*,  aRer  abort  debate  ^t^  4, 1030 
Gomaitlee*:  Report  ^t^S 
Read  8»  •  Aug  6 

TxiraANT,  Sir  C,  PttiUuhirg 

Trade  and  Commeree- United  Stateg  and  the 
Britiab  ffvat  Indiea,  3A0 

THouAsaoH,  Mr.  J.  P.,  Bolton 

Criminal  Law  Amendment,  Comm.  el.  i,  7IJS ; 

Coniid.  el,  4,  Amendt.  1479 
Ednoaiional    Endowmenta   (Ireland),    Comm. 

cL  15,  1906 
Hooaing  of  tbe  Working  Claaiea  (England), 

Comm.  1733 
Und  Purobaw  (Ireland),  SR.  ItlO 


Thuhlow,  Lord 

Hedieat  Relief  DitqnaliBoation  RemoTal,  3S 

TouLiNsoiT,  Mr.  W.  E.  H.,  Fretlon 
Ciril    Serriee— Lower   DUialon    Clerk*   and 

Writer*,  1734 
Criminal  Law  Amendnent,  Oomm.  et.  3,  SOI  ; 

el.  i,  Amendt.   7S5  ;   add.  el.  903,   907 ; 

Condd.  el.  3,  Amendt.  1433;  el.  4,1478; 

els,  14S3;  eL  9,  1493 
HoDiing  of  tbe  Working  Cla*N*  (England). 

Comm.  el.  1,   1738;  a.  3,  AmendL  1769, 

1300, 1803, 1815 


To¥Uir«OM,  Mr.  W.  E.  M.—eont. 
Patent  l^w  Amendment,  Comm.  tl.  4,  310 
Pre'eotlon  of  Crimei  Amendment,  Oomm.  310 
Supptj— Post  Offloe  Telegrapba,  183 

Temporarj  Commlaiion*  and  Committee*, 
Ac.  178 


ToEKEKs,  Mr.  W.  T.  M'O.,  /ViwJufy 
Hoaiing  of  tbe  Working  Claaae*  (England),  3R. 
1030 

ToTTSXHAH,  Mr.  A.  L.,  Ltiirim 

Labenren  (Ireland]  (Ko.  3),  Comm.  el.  4,  988, 

993  ;  add.  el.  1034  ;  l.ordi  Amendt*.  Coniid. 

1893,  1SS3 

Treatf   af   Berlin— A rtiala    X— The   Taraa- 

Railwar  Compasf,  1449 


Ti-ade  and  Commtret—7^  VmUd  Statf 
and  tit  Sritith  Wttt  Indttt 
Qaeation,  Sir  Charle*  Tennant :   Anawer,  Tbe 
Seoretarj'  ofSute  for  tbe  Colonie*  (Colonel 
Slanler)  JvUy  38,  350 

l^»de  and  Navigatiim  Jeeeunti — In^orto' 
tion  of  Catth,  tfv.from  IrtUmd 
Qoeetion*,  Hr.  Dookham,  Mr,  Newdegate ; 
An*wen,  The  Secretarjr  to  tbe  Board  of 
Trad*  (Baron  Uenrr  Do  Worm*)  Aug  i, 
1060 

TramwoTS  Order  in  Cooncil  (Ireland) 
BiU 

e,  Qaeitlon,    Colonel   Coltbnnt ;    Aniwer,  Mr. 
BIggar  July  3U,619 
BUI  withdrawn  *  Aag7  [Bill  343] 

TKSAsintT — Firrt  Lord  (««  Iddbblbioh, 
Earl  of) 

TaiAatTBT— Lord  of   (w*   Daleymplb, 

Mr.  0.) 

Tbeasubt  —  Eiaancial    Secrfltarj   (tw 
HoLLAMD,  Sir  H,  T.) 

TBBAStTBT — Secretary  to  {ut  Douaus, 
Ur.  A.  AxsBB-) 

n-Mfy  ofBtrlin 

ArlieU  X.—  The  Varna-Ratuhak  BaUttay, 
Quealion,  0  bier  rations.  Lord  Sandbortt  ; 
hepIjF,  Tbe  Marqueai  of  Saliaburj  Ang  7, 
1434;  Queation,  Hr.  Tottenbam  ;  Anawer, 
Tbe  Under  Seeretwr  of  Sute  for  Foreign 
Afflun  (Mr.  Bourke),  1419 

Anide  LXI.~Itefonni  in  Amitnia,  Qa*«- 
tioni,  Mr.  M'Coan,  Mr.  Bryoe  ;  Aniwen, 
Tha  Under  Seoretnrf  of  Slate  for  Foreign 
Atliiira  (Mr.  Bonrke]  Aitg  3.  836 


Tbubo,  Lord 

Waterwork*  Clauie*  Act  (1847]   i 

3R.  as 


endi^llc 


[  INDEX} 


TrnateeB  Selief  Bill 

{Mr.  Ince,  Ifr.  Whillei/) 
t.  Bill  witbdnwD  •  Jidy  2T  [Bill  83[ 

Tturbarydrelwid)  BiU         (X^- 1-".  *'■■ 

Tkamat  Dieiim,  Mr.  findlalrr) 
e.  BUt  withdrawn*  Aug  7  [Bill  U6] 

Tmhy  (European  Provineu) — Afairs  of 

MactdoniaSsport  of  Major  Trotter 

ftDcution,  Mr.   Brjco  ;    Amwer,   The   Dpder 

SecnitirT  of  St«te  for  Foreign  Aftiiri  (Mr. 

Boarke)  July  37,  63 

Turnpike  Aote  Continaance  BUI 

{Earl  BrtiantoK) 

I.  Ri.a3"  Ju?ya7  J."""*! 

Boj»lAMeDiJuty31    [48  *  49  Fwl.  0. 87] 

Ttleb,  Sir  H.  W.,  Sarmeh 

Armr-Rai1wiij.inTi([i«of  Wm  1M6 

Kojil  Milimrj  Aoidiimjr,  Woolwioh— Me«l 

Hours  or  C&daU,  333 
Eijpt— Soudan— Eip«dition  lo  Snskin,  1387 

Suakin-Bertwr  Railwi^j ,  54,  B83 
Pam  «nd  Chili— PernTian  Bondholdera,  1447, 

1448 
E«ilw»r»  (Indi»)— C»ndalnr  Md  QuatU  Rul- 
wij,  S33 

Fwrtrf  Kingiom  of  Ortat  Britain  and 
Ireland 
Question,  Observationi,  Tho  Esrl  of  Milltown  ; 
Replf,  Tha  MirquaM  of  SalUburf  Aug  10, 
1S38 

UitiTerntieB  (Scotland)  Bill 

{Tht  Lord  Admeati,  Sterttary  Sir  WttUam  Har- 

eturt,  Mr.  Sotielbir  Qtntralfor  Scotland 
e.  aa.  dafeiTtd,  »fter  ihort  dabaW  JiUy  30.  630 
Order   for  SR,  diwtirgod;    Bill   wiihdr»wn 
Aug  B.  mo  [Bill  118] 

raluation  {mtropelii)  Mt,  1869— Jp- 
pialt  againtt  A*Mttrntnt$ 
QaeitiODi,  Mr.  Tomlinaon ;  Anaweri,  The  Pra- 
sidsDt  of  tha  Locil  GoTernment  Board  (Mr 
A.  J.  Bnlfour)  Juff  13,  1870 

Vbktey,  Lord 

Labourer  (Irelwid)  {No.  3).  JR.  1286 ;  Comm. 
el.  IB,  Amsodt.  1443  ;  cL  19,  Ameiidt.  ib.  ; 
add.  ei.  1443,  1444,  1416;  Keport,  tl.  19, 
Amendt.  161S 

Tkehet,  Eigbt  Hon.  %\r'3..,BucUt^}iam 
UouiiDg  of  the  Working  ClaMSi  (EngUnd), 

Comm.  el.  I,  1768 
Indift— East  India  ReTenae  Acoonnta— Annual 

FiuaDoial  Statemant,  Cooun.  1309 


Walkeb,  Mr.  8.,  Londonderry  Co. 
Land  PaKthase  (Irelaod),  3B.   1072;  Comm. 

d.  2,  leie ;  el  4,  1889  ;  it.  6,  Amendt.  18T2, 

1670  ;  el.  9,  Amfndl.  1084  ;  d.  17,  Ameodt. 

1093;  aM.  cl.  1899,1700 
I.Dsal      GoTernment      (Ireland)    PrOTiiional 

Order*,  Lords  Amendti.  Consid.  el.  B,  1559 

Wae  Department — Secreta^  of  State 
(f«  BiDTH,  Eight  Hon.  W.  H.) 

Wab  Departmeht— IJnder  Secretary  of 
State  (»M  Boar,  Viscount) 

War  Dbpabtment  — Financial  Secre- 
tary (*W  NORTHCOTK,  HoR.  H.  S.) 

Wartok,  Mr.  0.  N.,  Sridport 
AgHoulUral     Holdings     (EoKlaod)— BMhcll 

Cbaritr  Tmstaes  of  Newark  and   Mr.    K. 

Robinson,  1208 
CrimlDal  Law  Amendntant,  Camm.  686 ;  el.  S, 

098,  eoi:  Amendt.  603;  ti.  3.   699,   6S6 ; 

el.  4,  743,  761,  706  ;  et.  S,  781 ,  784  :  add.  tl. 

863,   869;   Amandt.  861,    879,  910,  Oil; 

Scliedule.  Amendt.  930,921  ;  Consfd.  dirf.  cL 

Amendt.  1380,  1387,  I3SB,  13S6,  1397, 1404, 

143S;   el.  2.   Amendt.  1401,  1482.   1483; 

el.  3,  Amendt.  1167,  1489  :  el.  4, 1479 
Hguiing  of  Iba  Working  Classes  (England), 

Comm.  1710;  et.  3,  J7S9 
Law  and  Jualice  ( England  and  Wales)— Circuit 

ArnngemenlB,  817 
LunacT  Acts  Amendmont,  Comm.  332 
rarliamanlarj  Elentiooa  (Returning  Offioors). 

Comm.  add.  el.  197.  303,  204, 306,  308,  20T 
Ramadan  Estate,  3R.  1030 
Snppif,  Report,  Res.  3,  840 

Waterfobd,  UarqnesB  of 

Ubonrers  (Ireland)  (No.  3),  3R.  1284  ;  Comm. 
1438,  1410;  cl.  13,  Anandt.  1441  ;  el.  13, 
Amendt.  ib. ;  el.  18,  U. :  Amendt.  1443  : 
el.  18,  it. ;  add.  et.  Amendt.  1443,  1441, 
1415:  Report,  1647  i  tl.  10,  Amendt.  1648  ; 
add.  (J.  1649 

Local  Goiernmcnt  (Ireland)  PrO'isional  Or- 
ders, Report,  add.  el.  1131  ;  Common* 
Seuons  Consid.  1T07 

Poor  Law  Unions'  Offioer*  (Ireland),  3R.  494  ; 
3K.  1360 

Waterlow,  Sir  S.  H.,  Oravaend 

Homing  of  ths  Working  Classes  (England). 
Comm.  1766;  el.  3,1783;  Amandc  1T9S  ; 
el.  13,1827,  1839;  d.  11,  1831 

Waterworks  Clauses  Act  (1847)  Amend* 

ment  Bill  {FUeotatl  EnjMd) 

I.  Reads-,  after  debate  ./ufir  37,  34    (No.  12T) 

Rojal  Assent  Jttly  31    [48  A  49  VieL  o.  31] 

Watkin,  Sir  E.  W.,  Syihe 
Allotments  Extension  Act,  1883— Folkestone 
Cbarit;  Land,  IT 38 

Watknkt,  Lord 
Defenoea    of   ,the    EmpirerrAnnamnito   and 

Munitions  of  War,  ^4   (^,(^>0*^^lc 

^^    [rmL 


WAV        WEM        (SESSION     1884-5J        WEM        WOL 


Wivmirii,  Lord— Mnf. 
Local     GoTimmsnt      (IraUnd)      ProTliLi)n>l 
Orden,   CoiamDii*  Reuoni   Coniid.     1711, 
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